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Québec, le 16 avril 2008

Madame et Messieurs les Gouverneurs et Premiers Ministres
membres de la Western Climate Initiative,

Cest avec grand plaisir que je vous informe de l'intention du Québec de se joindre 3
la Western Climate Initiative 4 titre de membre a part entiére. L'engagement soutenu
du Québec dans la lutte contre les changements climatiques dans I'hémisphére
occidental ne s'est jamais démenti, et nous savons qu'une approche transnationale est
absolument nécessaire afin d aborder cet enjeu mondial.

Vous trouverez c¢i-joint un document démontrant que le Québec satisfait 3 toutes les
conditions d'admission énoncées au Statement of Regional Goals de votre organisme.
Je joins également & la presente une copie du Plan d'action 2006-2012 sur les
changements climatiques gque le gouvernement du Québec a adopté en juin 2006, et
qui en fait un acteur important sur la scéne nord-américaine en matiére de
changements climatiques.

Par ailleurs, je porte a votre attention que le Québec est actif au sein de divers forums
intergouvernementaux tant sur les scénes canadienne, nord-américaine
gu'internationale. Au Canada, il a contribué & mettre sur pied le Conseil de la
fédération (un regroupement des provinces), qui a récemment fait des changements
climatiques un de ses dossiers prioritaires.

Au niveau nord-américain, le Québec participe activement a la mise en ceuvre du Plan
d’'action sur les changements climatiques de la Conférence des gouverneurs de la
Nouvelle-Angleterre et des premiers ministres de I'Est du Canada. Depuis le
26 octobre 2007, il est membre de I'organisme The Climate Registry. Au niveau
international, il s’est joint au Ciimate Group en 2006 et participe réguliérement, au
sein des délégations canadiennes, aux réunions de la Convention cadre des Nations
Unies sur les changements climatiques.



Janticipe avec grand intérét la perspective de travailler avec l'ensemble des
gouverneurs et premiers ministres membres de la Western Climate Initiative en vue de
mettre de I'avant des stratégies, des lois et des technologies qui nous permettront de
remédier aux changements climatiques.

Recevez, Madame et Messieurs les Gouverneurs et Premier Ministres membres de la
Western Climate Initiative, l'expression de mes sentiments les meilleurs.

Le premier ministre du Québec

Jean Charest



Christine O. Gregoire Theodore R. Kulongoski  Arnold Schwarzenegger

Janet Napolitano  Bill Richardson

WESTERN REGIONAL CLIMATE ACTION INITIATIVE

WHEREAS, western states are experiencing the effects of a hotter, drier climate,
including prolonged droughts, excessive heat waves, reduced snow packs, increased snowmelts,
decreased spring runoffs, altered precipitation patterns, more severe forest and rangeland fires,
widespread forest diseases, and other serious impacts; and

WHEREAS, scientific consensus has developed that increasing emissions of human-
caused greenhouse cases (GHGs), including carbon dioxide, methane and other GHGs, that are
released into the atmosphere are affecting the Earth’s climate; and

WHEREAS, the Western Governors Association (WGA) has declared that climate
change could have severe economic and environmental impacts on the Western States in
coming decades; and '

WHEREAS, the WGA also has declared that action is needed to reduce GHG

. emissions and that many of these actions can have significant economic and environmental
benefits for the Western States, including increased energy efficiency, increased renewable
energy generation, improved air quality, cost savings, job growth, increased state revenues, and
reduced water pollution; and

WHEREAS, we support the development of national, regional, tribal, state and local
programs to reduce GHG emissions; and

WHEREAS, we suppeort national, regional, tribal, state and local level policies on
global climate change that are consistent with efforts to develop cost-effective alternative
energy sources and more efficient use of energy; and - '



WHEREAS, we recognize the need for collaboration among states to develop climate
change policies that provide consistent approaches to recognize and give credit for actions to
reduce GHG emissions; and

WHEREAS, we have already adopted or committed to adopt clean tailpipe standards
for passenger vehicles that will result in major reductions in GHG emissions and other
pollutants; and

WHEREAS, we support market-based policies to reduce GHG emissions in the most
cost-effective manner; and '

WHEREAS, we have set goals to significantly reduce GHG emissions from our
respective states; and ‘

WHEREAS, we welcome expanding the partners to this initiative to other states, tribes,
Canadian provinces and Mexican states and offer monitoring status to any state, tribe or
province interested in observing the initiative;

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the undersigned Governors, jointly establish the Western
Regional Climate Action Initiative and agree to collaborate in identifying, evaluating and
implementing ways to reduce GHG emissions in our states collectively and to achieve related
co-benefits. This collaboration shall include, but is not limited to:

» Setting an overall regional goal, within six months of the effective date of this
initiative, to reduce emissions from our states collectively, consistent with state-by-
state goals;

* Developing, within eighteen months of the effective date of this agreement, a design
for a regional market-based multi-sector mechanism, such as a load-based cap and
trade program, to achieve the regional GHG reduction goal; and

» Participating in a multi-state GHG registry to enable tracking, management, and

crediting for entities that reduce GHG emissions, consistent with state GHG reporting
mechanisms and requirements.

In addition, we commit to continue our independent and collaborative efforts to reduce
GHG emissions through:

* Promoting the development and use of clean and renewable energy within the region;

* Increasing the efficiency of energy use within our jurisdictions;

* Advocating regional and national climate policies that reflect the needs and interests of
western states, tribes and provinces; and

« Identifying measures in our states, tribes and provinces to adapt to the impacts of
climate change.



We will direct our staffs and the appropriate state agencies to meet as soon as is
practicable to develop a work plan to move forward with this initiative.
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