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BRIEF NARRATIVE OF 'I‘HE

le Reb

B-('-;fq'r'_é procéé‘di:{g to ' narrate the important
'Ef\.'én'ls"i\:hich" lave {aken place in this Pro-
yince since the beginning of November, it
may not be amiss briefly to touch upon its
political condition, and'to consider some of
the causes which occasioned the revolt!

When ' the Earl of Darham < assumed the

‘Government in June last, partial tranquillity

had succeeded the troublesome’ events of the
winter, though the iuhab‘itﬁlrts on the froutier
of the United Statcs still continued to be
kept in dread of an invasion from the French
refugees, aided by piratical Ammic‘ms .

All parties in “this ‘province were dlaposed

to confide in His Exce“eucy ‘the Governor |

General, as one who would administer an |
‘effectal salvo' to'the various politiéul gtiey- |
ances  of “which they ‘coinplained. One of |

the first subjects of enquiry by 'His Bxcel- |

1ency on His arrival, was, whether the many
‘political prisoners, who were'in custody had
‘been brought to trial, and being ‘answered in
the negative, he not long after issued & Pro-
clamation, by which most of the traitors were
A few of the
prime movers and actors of the rebellion

were banished the colony, during His BExcel- |

lency’s pleasure. How long " this exile con<
tinued we too well know, for they are now
again employed with equal ardour as before
in attempting to subvert that government
whose impolitic and unjust lenieicy alone ‘in-
vested them with ‘the power of ‘agaia deeka
ing its overthrow.

Whether or not the blame of this rests with
Lord Durliam, is difficult to be said—he
might have been convinced of the inutility
,pt' tr’ymg them l.w a jury constituted of their

oA countrymern ; or, he. nght Have received

instructions. from lmme in regdfdto thie course
he was to, [01[0“‘. But why was Mar-

TLike restrictions and commands were proba-
b]ylmposed on him. To whom then are we

“to ascribe, our evils, bul fo the 1gnora.nt and |

truckling Cabinet at _home.

It is however to be hoped, that before the
Ministry shall have it in their poyer again to
_interfere, such. ample , Just;ce will be awarded
to the miscreants in gaol, as will effectually

__prevent the recurrence of whatsve now proceed
Brigfly b0 detail.

The first intellizence of the actual eom-
wencement of hostilities on the part of the
rebels, reached this city on the morning of
Sunday, November 4th, For some time it
was impossible to obtain any information that
could be relied.upon, so numerous and coatras
dictory were the reports which continued to
pour in upon the city. It wzs, however, soon
discovered, that a_simultaneous movement of
the disaffected bad taken place to the south of
the St. Lawrence, from the Province line at

| Lake Champlain, downto Sorel. latelligence
| was likewise brought, that the inzurzents had
taken the steamboat Brougham, with the mail
['and passengers from Upper Canada, and that
all the loyal inhabitants of Deauharaois were
prisoners tlhere, at which same place the
| Brougham and passengers were defained.
Among the prisoners were, Mr. Ellice, lady,
and sister, Messrs, Brown, Norval, M‘Donald,
Ross, Houndlow, Lister, D.A.C.G., Parker,
R.A,, Dr. Campbell, Dr. M‘Iutire, besides
several ladies.

By the arrival of the Princess Victoria
steamer, from Laprairie, certain intelligence
was brought that the rebelswere in great force
at I’Acadie, and that the Loyal inhabitants
had been oblized to flee for their lives,
About the same time, intelligence arrived,
that an armed. body of Canadians had ap-
proached the Indian village of Canghnawaga,
whilst the inhabitants were at church, with the
intention of making them prisoners, provided
they could not, be gained over to their party.
The Chief being quietly informed that they
were lurking near the village, called, together
this-tribe and, ordered every one torepairto, his
house, but to be rveady at'a given signal, with
what arms he could procure. Giving the
War-Whoop, Ithey -accordingly surrounded,
the insurgents,’and succeededl in taking sixty-
foun, of them prisoners, . Their arrival in town
excited an interest which. was. but ill repaid
by the miserable appearance of the captives.

A considerable body of troops was the
same: day despatched to L’Acadie, forming
but the first division of 'the large force which
followed, . Martial Law was likewise de.
clared, and many suspected persons, were
arrested and lodged in gaol; in the number
were L. M, Viger, President of the People’s

Bank, D. B. Viger, an jex-legislative rcouncil-
lor, Charles Mondelet,; John Donegani, and C.
3, Cherrier,

Great apprehensions were enteitained that
an attempt would be made by the disaffected
witlin the city, to obtain possession’ of it,
especially as it was reported (though as it
afterwards proved without foundation,) that a
combined attack wounld be made from. the
North and' West sections of the country.
The most active and vigorous' preparations
existed on the part of the Volunteers toexpel
the enemy, should the anticipated attack take
place, and in the space of a few hours, an:effi-
cient force of three thouwsand well arméd amen
was ready to aid (he regular troops in'the
defence of the city. 'At night every precau-
tion was attended to, which might prevent an
attack from without, orv frustrate an insurvec-
tion ‘within, A large body of troops was
planted in Dorie Square  until a  late hour in
the evening, strong guards were posted: in
every « quarter of the city, and. lights were
placed in the houses for the,purpose of illumi-
nating the streets. 'These, together with the
galloping to and. fro of the Dragoons, the
marching of the patrols, the:challengings of the
different sentries, and the gleaming of their
arms, gave - the city a martial and dread ap-
pearance.

All was now anxiety, in. regard to'the pro-
bable fate of the prisoners who had heen taken
at Beanharnois, and to the subsequent:move-
ments of the rebels;  The quarter’ in'which
they were' reckoned ‘most . formidable, was at
Napierville in ' the county ‘of L’Acadie, at
which place:thiéy had, to the mumber.of2000
taken up -a position, in the expectation, of
receiving subsidies: frem the United Stutes,

Extensive preparations ‘were accordingly
made on Monday the fifth, for sending a suffi.
cientforce to attack them; and on thatand the
two following “days, all the steamboats were
employed in transporting troops to Laprairie.
Sir John Colborne himself ‘assumed the com-
mand of the expedition, and was accompanied
by Major Generals Clitherow and Sir James
M¢<Dorald, with their respective suites. The
whole force consisted of a Parkiof Artillery of
12 Guns, 2 troops of the Queen’s Dragoon
Guatds, 4 of the 7th Hussars, 2 of the Mont-



real Cavalry, the Grenadier Guards, tf:e ‘24th,
the 71st, and 73d Remments, Wl.th part of the
}5th y 1 E3 [ =]

On ihe deparlu:re of this l'orce. uague!ru-
country on the Rmheheu was in arms, andthat
astrong force had cdllected on the North
side of the St. Lawrence at Terrebonne and
St. Rose, none of which movements were,
however of so serious a nature as not be sup-
pressed by the local volunteer force, though
undoubtedly if the rebel movements had been
successful elsewhere, they would not hive bheen
#0 eastly supprested.  Indeed, when we cons

sider the whole rebellion from first to'last, we

cangearcely imagine the possibility ofascheme
being o badly planned and executed:  Had
the insurrents risen simultancously throughout
the provinee, and the disaffected befween

Three Rivers and Montreal attacked the

city at the same time as those from the North

and West, and had their friends within risen
to their aid, the event, though it would un-
doubtedly have been the same asiit iz, might
not have been gained with so little bioodshed,
althouch it would have affordad the loyalists
the opportunity of sweeping the traitors from
the face of the earth.  However bhlood-thirsty
and harsh this sentiment may appear, it would,
in fact, havebeen the most merciful tispensa-

" tion to both, for peace and tranquiility will
never exist in thiz Province, whilst the mass
of Canadian “ habitans,” or ‘their influential
demagozues are placed on an equal footing
with British's_uhjects of the same degree. But
to return.

On Tuesday morning the Gth instant, a
body of four hundred rebels, headed by Coté
and Gagnoa, crossed the lines at Rouse’s point
near the village of Lake Champlain, and at-
tacked & small force ~of volunteers .stationed

" at/La Cole, in the hope of apening upa com-
munication hetween the United States and

Nupierville, then the head  quarters of the

rebels under Dr. Nelson.' This being a point

of the utmost importance to them, inasmuch
as their sole hope of procuring arms, lay in the
opening of the communication, it was natural
ghat they abould make every efforl to do so.

They accordingly succeeded in forcing ‘one
., of the out piequets of the volunteers, not

however, it would appear, without such loss
.« as caused. them for some timq' tor delay their

attack upon the ymill, in which the volunteers
were placed, by which means time was affard-
led the latterto send for' a reinforéément from
“0 MajorSchriver; of  Hemmingford, | When
‘othisiarrived; the volutiteers,still greatly infevior
1n umiber, gallantly attacked the vebels inthe

face of n six pounder, which they speedily

captured, and compelled them to retreat with:
the utmost precipitation, leaving eleven dead,
and eight prisoners besides two hundred and
fifty stand of arms, and a quantity of ammuni-
tion. It is deeply to be regretted that two of
the volunteers were killed in the action, and
two wounded,

Notwithstanding this repulse of the rebels by
the gallant volunteers of Odeltown, the post
was of so great importance that it was deter-
mined by the vebel leaders to make another
attack on it.  Aceordingly, at about I1 A, ar,

1of the 8th, they advancad _upnrf Oudeltown to

the nnmber of about one thousand, under the
command of Dr. Nelson, and attacked the out-
posts of the voluntears who were commanded
by Col. Taylor. He immediately ordered the
coneentration of his small force, of 200 men,
upon Odeltown Church, 'The enemy extend-
ed around them and commenced a sharp fire
which was continued for some time with but
little effect on either side. The rehels, how-
ever, soon shewing a disposition to advance on
the ehurch, the cannon, previously eaptured,
was brought to bear uponthem, and was three
times fired with tremendous effect; the
Volunteers, however, being so vastly in-
ferior to the enemy, in point of num-
bers, were compelled to retire within the
church, Several desperate efforts were
made by the attacking party to recapture the
gun, which was left outside, but so destructive
a fire was kept up from the windows, as to ren«
der all their attempts abortive, Several bril-
liant sallies were made by the volunteers, which
ended in the complete discomfiture of therebels.
After the action had lasted about two hours
and a half, they retreated, leaving fifty of their
number dead,and carrying off several wounded-:
On the part of the volunteers one Captain and
four men were unfortunately killed, and' one
Lientenant and nine men wounded.

From that time may be dated the entire
dispersion of the rebels, for it appears by the
following despateh from Colonel Eden, which
is dated the 10th, that they ' did not remain
long at Napierville, after their defeat at Odel-

town,

§ Narienvivce, 10th Nov. 1838,
Baturday, 9 a. sz,

St~ am directed by the Commander of the

Forces, to inform you that the force under his com-
mand, has just arrived here. The rebels, to: the
number of 2000, evacuated the town about two
hiours ago, and about ‘the same number had pre-
viously gone off, mary of them having thrown away
their arms.  The Cavalry are now in pursuit of the
former, on the Chateauguay road. Colonel Love’s
column reached the town, from St. Valentine, at
the same time with the Head Quarter division.

[ have the honor to be, Sir, your most, cbedient

sersant,

Jmm Eney, Ly A G,
Colonel Wetherall, ¢ B.; Commandi e, Mont-

real,

A considerable body of the Beauharnols,
and Chateauguay rebels, were at this time on
their march to Napierville, but hearing of the
discomfiture of their fnentls, they immediately
dispersed, setting at liberty the prisoners
whom they had taken at Beauharncis, not,
however, before holding a consultation, whe-
ther they should shoot them or not. About
the same time, the few rebels who still remain.
ed at Beauharnois, were dislodged by the
Glengarry Highlanders, and a Company of
the 71st Regiment, all under the command of
Cotbnel Carmichael. They released the pris«

-oners that had been taken on board of the
Brougham, who spoke in very high terms of
the kindness shewn them by the Rev. Mr.
Quintel, Curé of Beauharnois,—although, in
other respects, they did not meet with the
gentlest treatment. The Glengarry men con-
tinued their march to St. Remi, where they
met the main body of the forcest and were
remanded to Beauharnois. A similar dis-
persion had likewise taken place of a strong
body of rebels who had taken up an advan~
tageous position, and thrown up a trench
ahout fourteen miles from the mouth of the
Chateauguay river, at the house of a rebel of
the name of Baker, whose rank cowardice and
hypoerisy would disgrace even the gallows
While the rebels were in this position the
Huntingdon Volunteers under Major Camp-
bell,advanced to attack them, but as the rebels
mustered nearly eleven kundved, whilst the
number of the volunteers did not amount to
300, it was deemed imprudent to attack them
n their entrenchments, The volunteera ace
cordingly took up a position within sight of
the enemy’s entrenchments, and awaited the
arrival of reinforcements, which swere expect-
elfrom Dundee. During the limé that they
were in this position a skirmish took place
between Captain Reid's company, and about
two hundred of the enemy, in whlch the for-
mer, after gallantly defending thPmseHEB
lost one man, Upon drawing out his force
to attack the rebels, Major Campbell waa
informed that they were retiring on St.
Martin, and he accordingly pursued them,
takilg a considerable number of prisoners,

The last movement, on the part of the rebels,
worth noticing, was their seizure of the Bouch-
erville Mountain, but hearing that a company
of the 66th regiment was in the neighbour
hood, they precipitously took to flight, leaving
three guns, a few small arms, and a considera-
ble quantity of ammumtmn parttcular]y Artil
lery cartridges,

Having. thus briefly detailed the leading
movements which occurred during the rébel-
lion, let us for a moment consider its pro=

| bable consequences. Five “hundred! p;rion.
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ers are now in guol upon the charge jof the
highest political offence that man can com-
mit. Of these, probably two thirds are guilty
of the crime in a high degree, and deserve the
severest punishment.  To inflict death on all
such would be proceeding with, perhaps, too
much rigour, but, uniess some stern exanples
are made, the integrity and justice of the em-
pire cannot be maintained. The French Cana-
dians are incapable of beinggained over by love
or condescension, and they must therefore be
taught submission with a rod of iron. Hundreds
« «f families are now reduced by the.affecty of

civil war, to a state the most deplorable that
can well be imagined. What is to become of |
them, situated as many of them are, without a
house or clothing to protect them from the
piercing rigours of a Canadian winter, father-
less infants, and widowed mothers, without a
morsel to sustain the craving wants of nature,
and many too, innocent?  God only knows.
The picture is horrible, but it is no less true.
For the amelioration of this awful misery, some
remedy must be adopted.  Let the property
of the accursed authors of so much misery be
eonﬁm{ated., and & _portion ,.ﬁr& «iﬁ
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meted out to the destitute; let those who are

| not doomed to more severe punishment, be

compelled to labour for the support of their
miserable victims, let the lands be appropriated
to houest loyal subjects; let loyalty, fidelity,
industry and eaterprise, be encouraged, and
this Colony from being a burden to the Em-
pire, and the theatre of rebellion and blood-
shed, will spring up in renewed youth, and
prove a source of wealth to the Parent land
and an honour and blessing to itself.
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