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Tips to make burglars pass by your home
(SOP) With nearly one-third of 

Canadians feeling they are likely to fall 
victim to a residential break-in and 
break-in rates on the rise, police are 
pushing crime-prevention programs to 
help people avoid being burgled.

People can harden the target or make 
thieves choose someone else’s house.

We’re talking about giving the 
impression that the house looks lived 
in. It’s to make your home tougher to 
enter.

Potential burglars ask themselves 
several questions before deciding to 
break into a house or an apartment. 
They include:

• Is there anything worth stealing?
• Does the place look occupied?
• Can I get in easily?
•Am I likely to be seen or heard by 

neighbours?
•What tools or devices around the 

house will help me get in?
•When is the home most vulnera­

ble?

UPS TO MAKE BURGLARS PASS BY 
YOUR HOME:

C O

Porte en acier de qualité ARCON avec 
poignée et barrure sécuritaires 

ARCON quality steel door with handle 
and safety lock

Prix régulier / regular prfce~999£

En promotion à CQQ$,M 
Promotion sale WWW

„ , inducting installation
• Couleur blanche / White Taxes nor included

la ARCON
CANADA
Portes et fenêtres

Une qualité retrouvée 
sans se ruiner

A quality rediscovered 
for you

Distributeur auto

ENTREPF
A.R.Turg
1-800-567-1

risé / authorized dealer;
56 Moreau St., Granby, OC

USE q Tel.: (450) 777-5611
leo 02 4732 BowqueBW., Rock Fores, QC
J420 - Tel.: (819) 564-3100

• Put away ladders, shovels and other 
tools that could be used to break into 
your house;

•Install motion sensitive lights 
around your house that turn on when 
someone 
walks 
neai

• Change your lock to a key-in-key-out 
system, where you need to use a key to 
lock or unlock it both outside and 
inside. That’s so someone who breaks 
the window in your door can’t reach 
through and unlatch the door from the

then
• Put

a piece of metal on the door frame 
where your lock closes to make the 
lock stronger. Normally, the deadbolt 
lock goes into pine wood and so any­
body can basically sneeze their way 
through it;

• Put alarm-system stickers on your 
windows or doors, and put up Beware 
of Dog signs, even if you have no alarm 
system or dog;

inside;
•Be careful about showing signs of 

wealth. Keep the curtains drawn so your 
brand new TV isn’t in plain sight;

•If you’re going to be away, make 
sure the grass gets cut and snow 
removed. Park your car in the garage, 
lock the doors and take the keys with 
you. And disconnect your garage-door 
opener. There have been a couple of

cases of people using scanning devices 
to copy the radio waves of the door 
openers and then getting into the 
garage and robbing the house;

•Install unbreakable glass in your 
windows with bars or locks.

side the house:
• Lower the phone 

inger so people can’t 
hear it ringing endlessly 
when you’re not there;

• Use timers on 
lights, radios or TVs to 
turn them on and off, 
to give the illusion 
that someone is home;

•Leave a radio on, 
tuned to an AM sta­
tion, loud enough for 
people to hear mum­
bling inside your 
house;

•Install locks on 
windows and doors;

•Don’t leave cash, 
jewelry or other valu­
ables lying around. 
Etch your driver’s 
license number on 
televisions, VCRs, 

stereos, video equip- 
lent, even the covers of 

CDs. You can borrow an etch­
ing pen at your local police station;

•If you’re going away, contact the 
local police station or public-security 
department, who can pay special atten­
tion to your neighbourhood while 
they’re patrolling;

• If you see someone suspicious, trust 
your instincts and notify police.
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Bulk Transport 
Local, Highway 

Quebec, Ontario, USA

François Marchand 
Client Service 

Tel.: 248-7874 
Tel.: 295-3422 
Fax: 248-3763

LES PAVAGES

RACINE
All kinds of paving done

residential • commercial /.1 
industrial

François Racine, prop
“ ESTIMATION• FREEi

• COLLECT CALLS ACCEPTED
• YOU CAN CONSULT US

FOR ALL YOUR PAVING NEEDS
121 La Bastille, C.P. 231 

Cowansville, Quebec 
Tel.: (450) 263-5656

341-343 Main St. 
Mansonville, Quebec

ENR.
292-5585
292-4368

Outils & Equipement 
Vente & Service

LOUE
TOUT
RENT
ALL

Tools & Equipment 
Sales & Service 

Dépositaire/Dealer PROPANE

Remorquage 
24 hres 
soir/nuit 

292-3227

24 hr.
Towing Service 
evening/night 
292-3227

Dépositaire/Dealer
Vente/Service

BRIGGS & STRATTON

Sales/Service
Tecumseh
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Hints on finding good
contractors

*******

André Messier
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PATIO DOOR

Energy glass with 
Argon gas 
“FREE" from Sept. 15 
to Nov. 1 st SERVICE D'ENTRETIEN C.M. ENR.

shindaiwa
©Husqvarna

VENTE & SERVICE

SNAPPER EQUIPEMENT DE JAROIN

FREE ESTIMATE 266-4343 DUNHAM TEL: (514) 295-2515

PORTES ET FENÊTRES
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INTERNET

mm
Hook up Internet

for S1995 unlimited
**19 on 1 year contract 

or $2695 by the month

Cowansville 263-2264

• R-500 PVC
• 7 1/4 in. frame
• Rec. PVC

5 ft. 6 ft.

$389 *419

Q We were thinking of having the basement fin­
ished and some balconies replaced but we have never 
hired a contractor before. How do we go about it and 
what pittfalls should we be leery of?

The new 
Husqvarna

A: Unfortunately when the construction and reno­
vation markets get tight, unsavoury elements have a 
tendency to creep in.

This means that you have to be more careful 
than usual in choosing a contractor. Roofers, for 
example, are very busy in summer and you might 
want to put off any roofing work until the fall, if you 
can, when the demand for roofers returns to normal 
and some form of price stability returns to the mar­
ket.

You should choose a contractor in much the same 
way as you would make any other major consumer 
purchase. Start by doing some basic research. Read 
some renovation books from the local library to find 
out how things should be done. Then ask your friends, 
relatives and neighbours, if they can 
recommend someone who did a good 
job for them.

Insurance and real estate agents 
along with the loan officer at your local 
bank might also prove helpful in this 
search.

If this fails to turn up any likely can­
didates there are always the Yellow 
Pages or your local community newspa­
per. If you are engaging an architect, 
the architect should be able to recom­
mend a contractor.

To get the best work done for the best 
price, you should be looking for three 
different contractors so you can com­
pare prices. When you have found three 
likely candidates, ask them to submit 
written bids for the work, and ask each 
one for three references.

The references should be for work 
that is similar in nature to what you 
want done and the work should have 
been done relatively recently.

Telephone the references and ask 
whether or not the client was satisfied 
with the work and if the work was 
done on time and budget. Ask if the 
contractor kept the work site clean and 
whether or not, all things considered, 
the experience was an enjoyable one.

Up to $100 off on Husqvarna accessories with the
purchase of any Husqvarna unit at participating dealers. 

For a limited time only or while quantities last.

m
CHAIN SAWS

Boléro
$309

All PVC 
High end
AT THE STANDARD PRICE
All sizes and shapes 
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Accredited tor the 
RENOV Program
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Make sure to ask how changes to the project in mid­
stream were dealt with.

During the first go-round ask the contractors what 
kind of work site insurance they carry and ask to see 
their licenses. Provide them with a detailed list of 
what you want done and ask them to bid on the pro­
ject.

Make sure you give each contractor the same infor­
mation and ask them to do the same work so that you 
can properly compare their bids and make sure they 
submit written bids which contain the cost of both 
materials and labour.

Make up your mind on whom to hire after evaluat­
ing a number of factors. You might decide to go with 
the contractor whom you feel the most comfortable 
with or the one with the best price or the best refer­
ences.

Examine the written bids carefully. The cost of 
materials, for instance, shouldn’t vary signifi­
cantly from one bid to the next. If there is a

large difference in the cost of materials from one bid 
to the next ask why that has happened. Labour costs, 
on the other hand, can vary greatly depending on 
how much employees like labourers, painters, 
plumbers and carpenters are being paid.

When you have narrowed down your choice, tele­
phone the Better Business Bureau and find out 
whether any complaints have been lodged against the 
contractor you want to hire.

You should also check your own insurance to see 
whether you are protected against injury or theft of 
materials that are left on site. Find out whether or not 
it would be prudent to have a rider added to your 
insurance for the duration of the renovation.

Finally, a word about the fee schedule. Renovation 
projects are usually paid for in installments, with the 
last 10 percent being held back until all the work is 
finished according to the contract.

Arthur Charby
• Paysagiste

• Landscaping • Patios
• Fences «Stone Walls
•French Drain • General Caretaking

• Lawn & Tree Maintenance 
• Tree Cutting & Clearing

Tel.: (514) 243-0023

SWIVEL WINDOW
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A ceiling fan is very practical
(SOP) In summer, the fan creates a 

cooling indoor breeze that can elimi­
nate or reduce the need for air-condi­
tioning. In winter, reversing the rota­
tion of the blades can reclaim heat by 
causing rising warm air to circulate 
throughout the room.

A ceiling fan of good quality is 
durable and rarely needs attention 
beyond periodic cleaning. This is impor­
tant because accumulated dirt can 
throw the fan off balance. Use a soft 
brush or lint-free cloth. Don’t use water.

Here are some other trouble-shoot­
ing tips:

•If the fan doesn’t move, be sure 
there’s power at the outlet. Then check

the reversing switch. Push the switch 
firmly to one side or the other, it should 
not be in the middle of its throw.

•The wiring might be loose. Cut the 
power to the fan by flipping off the cir­
cuit-breaker or removing the fuse that 
controls the power going to it at your 
home’s main service panel. (It’s not safe 
to just turn off the switch.) Then check 
the wiring connections inside the 
switch housing. Tighten any that are 
loose.

• If the fan is noisy, check the motor­
housing, switch housing, blades and 
blade irons for loose screws. If there is a 
light fixture, tighten the thumbscrews 
holding the bulb in place: they can

A L'ÉTAGE
Antiquités - Antiques

Denise et Joseph Beaudry

Widest assortment of glass and porcelain in Quebec • Furniture • Knick-Knacks

Open:
Friday: 1:00 p.m - 5:00 p.m. Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Anytime with appointment

Tel.: (450) 539-2303 - Foster (Ville de Lac Brome) Quebec

Cure For The
Common Cold

: ïaSMfca»

Nothing chases the chill like a Vermont Castings gas stove.
In addition to easy installation, all Vermont Castings wood and gas products 

are easy to use. All our clean burning gas stoves, fireplaces, and fireplace inserts 
are of cast iron construction and have a realistic wood-like flame.

And with push-button ignition, it’s easy to add warmth to any home.

OHAUMAfll

ASSOCIATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL 
HEATERS

nb
A in I .JKI Lacroix.

591 Ch. Knowlton, C.P. 971 KNOWLTON, Que. JOE 1V0 
Tel/Fax: (514) 242-2414 

Deauville, Que. Fleurimont, Que.
Tel.: (819) 843-4744 Tel.: (819) 565-4744

work loose from the fan’s vibration.
• Is the fan level? Place a small level 

atop the motor housing. Make sure the 
canopy and mounting bracket are tight.

• Make sure that the fan is properly 
mounted. Consult the owner’s manual. 
The fan’s electrical box should be 
secured directly to a joist, a wood cross 
brace, or an approved metal bracket 
mounted between joists.

• One or more of the blades might be 
cracked or warped. To check for warped 
blades, remove the blades and lay them 
on a flat surface. They should lie flat. If 
a blade is cracked or warped, repair is 
probably impossible and might compro­
mise safety. Replace the entire set 
because blades are matched as a set by 
the manufacturer.

•Examine the blade irons for 
defects. The irons are set at a factory at 
a 12-degree angle. The tip of each blade 
should be equidistant from the ceiling. 
If they are not, remove the irons and 
detach the blades. Stack the irons on 
top of one another. If you find one that 
doesn’t match the others, replace the 
defective one.

• If you still haven’t found the prob­
lem, balance the blades on the 
reassembled fan. Some fans come with 
a balancing kit that includes self­
adhering weight strips. Even without a 
kit, you can balance the blades by a 
simple trial-and-error procedure.

• First try switching the position of

adjacent fan blades to see if that dimin­
ishes or eliminates the wobble. Check 
the fan at several speeds. If that doesn’t 
work, use tape to temporarily attach 
small washers to the blades. Run the 
fan at several speeds. Repeat the test 
until you find the blades which, when 
weighted, produce the least wobble. 
Once the blades are balanced, glue the 
weights in place.For a four-bladed fan, 
balance two opposite blades at a time.

•You might have a defective motor, 
but investigate all other possible causes 
first. To check the motor, remove the 
blades and irons. Then turn the fan on 
to its highest setting. It shouldn’t wob­
ble. If it does, return it to the manufac­
turer for repair: most ceiling fan motors 
are covered by lengthy warranties. Look 
in your owner’s manual for the closest 
authorized service centre.
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Cordless Framing Nailer

NO HOSES

Location Bromont Inc. mi»»
1 des Carrières Emergency Service available

"OPEN ON SUNDAYS”Bromont From Mav to October
534-3873 Mon. - Sat.: 6 a.m. - 6 p.m.

JCB 803 PLUS

CORDLESS
FRAMING
NAILERBuilt to last. 

Priced to sell. 
Starting at $29995

During STIHL’s Fall 
Wood-Pro’" sale, quality, 
precision German 
engineering can be yours 
starting at just 
$299.95.

Right now, get up to 
$140 00» off selected STIHL 
chain saws and receive a 
STIHL Wood-Pro1" kit 
worth over $75.00, 
absolutely freel

• Until November 30.1998 or 
while supplies last rt 
participating STIHl desteri

STIHL
For full details and a FREE demonstration, come see us todayl

RENTAL 
$200/day

PRICE
$650.
INCLUDES CASE, 
2 BATTERIES 
AND CHARGER

NO COMPRESSORS
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à meilleurs prix JO&MJ
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NEW & 
SAFE
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Q. The duplex we moved 
into over the summer has 
become increasingly drafty. 
There is a persistent draft at 
knee level and the windows, 
relatively new sliders, seem 
leaky. What can we do to cut 
down the cold and end the 
draft?

A. It’s a little late in the year 
to do anything on the outside 
of the house. However, there 
are a number of things you can 
do on the inside that should 
improve the situation.

Start by taking a stick of 
incense and wandering 
through your house to identify 
where the cold air is coming 
from. Be careful not to set cur­
tains or drapes on fire. Check 
high and low, around exterior 
doors, windows, electrical out­
lets and switches, and base­
boards on exterior doors. When 
you hit a draft, the smoke from 
the incense will blow away, 
instead of rising in a straight 
line. It would be good to con­
duct this exercise when there’s 
a mild breeze outside.

Examine your exterior doors 
for weatherstripping. If weath­
erstripping is already installed, 
it may need adjusting. If no 
weatherstripping has been 
installed, this should be done 
immediately.

In buildings that have never

been insulated, cold air comes 
in from unexpected sources. To 
a certain degree, the exterior 
walls are hollow and this 
allows cold air to penetrate into 
the living quarters. The joists 
that hold up the floors, for 
example, are embedded in the 
masonry walls. Joists shrink 
with age and cold air migrates 
through the masonry and 
flows into the building 
through these gaps.

Once the cold air enters the 
exterior wall it penetrates to 
the inside through the 
baseboards. Baseboards 
are usually positioned 
quarter-inch above the 
flooring to make sure 
they sit square. Shoe mould­
ing or quarter-round finishes 
the baseboard to the floor. The 
gap allows cole air in. You can 
seal this gap by gently pulling 
up the shoe moulding or quar­
ter-round and caulking the gap 
between the baseboard and the 
flooring. Once this is done, the 
moulding is replaced.

Electrical switches and out­
lets can be sealed by installing 
foam gaskets behind the switch 
and outlet plates.

Now, the windows. Even low- 
quality windows should pro­
vide a better weather seal than 
your discomfort suggests. If the 
windows were not installed 
properly, if they are not per-

f e c t 1 y 
straight, 
for 
exam­
ple, 
the 
win-

axis. If the window is 
plumb, straight, the 

measurements should 
be identical.

If the window 
is properly installed, 
then perhaps it needs to 
be caulked from the 

outside. The win­
dow frame 

itself

dows 
will not 
seal properly 
and this might 
be your problem. You can verify 
this by using
a level on the ■■■■■■■■■ 
vertical or 
horizontal 
sides of the 
window.
Another way 
of doing it is 
to measure 
the windows 
from corner 
to corner on 
the diagonal

may 
also 

need to be 
sealed with 

insulation.
If the windows have 

been improperly installed, 
the only permanent soluton is 

to take them out and reinstall 
them properly. This is, of 
course, a task better suited to 
warmer weather. Take advan­

tage of the situation to insulate 
properly between the window 
frame and the wall.

In the meantime, you can 
improve the situation by 
installing plastic storm win­
dows on the inside of the win­
dows. Kits for this are available 
in hardware and building-sup­
ply stores. First a double-sided 
tape is applied around the win­
dow. Starting at the top, you 
attach a plastic film to the 
tape, then apply it to the sides 
and finally the bottom.

This is a two-person opera­
tion because you should take 
pains to keep the plastic as 
straight and wrinkle-free as 
possible. One person should 
hold the plastic away from the 
two-sided tape while the other 
attaches it to the tape. When 
the plastic is fully applied, a 
heat gun or hair dryer can be 
used to shrink the plastic to 
eliminate any wrinkles.

REMOTE STARTER
Automatic

Transmission *

Manual
Transmission

AstroSfarf SHIFTSf '

w
w-Sv.T.;

Installation & taxes extra

Repair & Replacement 
of Windshields, Car 

Radios & Upholstery 
Services

1500 South St. Cowansville 263-5191
WHHLebeau

WIIWVITRES D AUTOS

UMUI Utl.

GARANTIE 5
Couche d’usure 
ultra résistante.

PRÉLART
Domco

Pluseun couleurs CONCOURS
faites votre

CINÉMA MAISON
EN COLLABORATION 

AVEC DUMOULIN 
Du 27 septembre 

au 25 octobre 1998 
Demandez vos coupons 

de participation 
AUCUN ACHAT REQUIS 
DÉTAILS EN MAGASIN

LExpcrt en recouvrement de sol let décoration
TAPIS COWANSVILLEexpansoi 548 Rivière, Cowansville

Rugs. Tiles, Hardwood. Lino, Carpets, Ceramics, Decoration

How to keep the cold out
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To clean almost anything in your house
(SOP) Harsh cleaners can be haz­

ardous to the environment. But you 
don’t have to look farther than your 
kitchen cupboards to find some gentle 
substitutes.

Yet, cleaning the entire house­
hold with edible alternatives could be 
pricey. But pantry supplies such as vine­
gar, salt and soda can be counted on to 
clean almost everything in sight — for 
pennies.

WHITE VINEGAR

—To remove a wax buildup on furni­
ture or floors, mix equal parts vinegar 
and warm water. Rub into wood with a 
soft cloth. Dry wood immediately with 
a dry soft cloth.

—For a rinsing agent, add a half-cup 
of vinegar to the rinse water in the 
clothes washer. It removes soap film 
from clothes. Likewise, a vinegar solu­
tion — half vinegar, half water — brings 
a sparkle to glassware. Try this on dull

HUILE A 
CHAUFFAGE 

Produits HEATING OIL
■ jtifMpSiSe GAZ " D,ESEL 
LAVIGNE LUBRIFIANTS-

LUBRICANTS
Inc.

242-112L#
EAST FARNHAM • WEST BROME ' KNOWLTON 

TOWN of BROME LAKE

EXCAVATION BRUCE RUMSBY & SONSTRANSPORT INC.

263-3415 263-4927
Estimation Gratute ■ Free Estimates

SAND - GRAVEL - FILL & TOPSOIL BULLDOZER - BACKHOE - PELLE - SHOVEL 
TERRE A PARTERRE - REMPLISSAGE - SEPTIC TANKS - CHAMPS D'ÉPURATION

- FILTER BEDS - PONDS
- LACS ARTIFICIELS - MARTEAU HYDRAULIQUE FONDATIONS - FOUNDATIONS 

- DUCK & HORSE MANURE - FUMIER CANARD ET CHEVAL

576 chemin Choinière East Farnham, Qué. J2K 4A7

IJJ ultima LABRECQUE
assuran~c~ë~ ROY,YELLE Inc.
ET SERVICES FINANCIERS

106 Church Street 
Cowansville, Que. J2K 1T8

“Always at your service... Just a phone call away”

Tel 450-263-0110 Fax 450-263-6485 

1-800-465-4230

antique pressed-glass goblets and 
decanters.

—Remove greasy film from kitchen 
cupboards and counters by wiping with 
a solution of vinegar and water. Add 
one tablespoon (15 mL) vinegar to a gal­
lon (5 L) of water.

—Remove spots from stainless steel 
by rubbing with a vinegar-dampened 
cloth.

—To remove static cling from shower 
curtains, add vinegar to the rinse water.

—Make a brass and copper cleaner by 
combining equal parts of vinegar, 
salt and flour into a 
paste. Leave on the 
metal object until dry, 
about 20 minutes.
Remove with a soft 
cloth.

For quick results, 
combine equal 
amounts of 
hot 
vine­
gar and 
salt and 
rub on 
tar­
nished 
metal.
Use

these
mix­
tures to 
clean solid brass or copper only, 
and not on metals treated to look like 
brass or copper.

SALT

—To clean wicker furniture, dissolve 
one-half cup (125 mL) salt in one quart 
(1 L) warm water. Dampen a brush with 
the mixture, then sprinkle some dry 
salt on the furniture to be cleaned. 
Brush vigorously. Rinse with clear 
water and wipe dry.

Use this solution on unpainted wick­
er furniture only.

—To clean chopping blocks and cut­
ting boards, sprinkle with salt and 
wipe with a damp cloth or brush. This 
method is especially useful for remov­
ing fish colors.

—To clean a greasy skillet, sprinkle

with salt and wipe with a paper towel. 
To keep it from rusting, wipe with a 
tablespoon or so of salad oil.

—Keep sink drains open and smelling 
fresh with regular treatments of a 
strong brine solution (one part salt to 
two parts hot water.) This will help to 
prevent grease buildup.

SODA

—To put a shine on chrome, wipe it 
with a slightly damp cloth that has 

been sprinkled with soda.
Use it to shine up house­

hold chrome such as bath­
room taps, burner rings 

and coffee percolators, 
as well as automo­
bile chrome (not 
chrome-colored 
plastic.)

—Stubborn 
stains can be 
removed from 
stainless steel 
with soda.
Sprinkle on a 
damp cloth and 
rub.

—Soda is a 
mild abrasive 
and can be 
used to clean 

tubs, 
sinks 
and 
the 
grout 

between ceramic 
tiles. Apply with an 

old toothbrush.
—Ammonia water or 

powdered ammonia boosts the cleaning 
power of soda and vinegar. (When con­
centrated, ammonia is very irritating to 
the respiratory system; use only in a 
well-ventilated room. According to 
Pollution Probe, ammonia is not haz­
ardous to the environment.)

Try this all-purpose cleaner: To one 
gallon (5 L) of water, add halfcup (125 
mL) vinegar, quartercup (50 mL) pow­
dered ammonia and quartercup (50 
mL) baking soda. Wipe with sponge or 
soft cloth.

Used full strength, this cleaner is 
great for cleaning ceramic tiles, painted 
(oil-based) walls and wooden floors. 
Diluted with five parts water, it makes a 
good window cleaner. Add a few drops 
of dishwasher rinsing agent for streak- 
free windows.

Le spécialise de la pierre 
The Stonework Specialist

MAÇONNERIE
BISSONNETTE

ENTREPRENEURS - BRIQUETEURS - MAÇONS 
CONTRACTORS - BRICKLAYERS - MASONS

J.-Charles Bissonnette, m.mb.
701 HILLCREST 
ABERCORN, QUÉ. JOE 1B0

INC.

Tel.: Sutton (514) 538-2583 
Fax: (514)538-3754
Cell.: (514) 777-6507

S
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What is an oriental rugi
(SOP) When a buyer sees a rug adver­

tised as a genuine oriental rug, beware. 
According to experts on oriental rugs, 
the term genuine is hardly applicable: 
There are no imitations. A rug is either 
an oriental or it’s not.

The term oriental rug applies to any 
hand knotted rug from the Balkans, 
North Africa, Persia (Iran), southeastern 
Europe, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan 
(Soviet Union), India, China, 
Baluchistan (western Pakistan), 
Anatolia (Turkey), and the Caucasus.

There are machine-made orientals on 
the market, some of the finest being the 
Karastan rugs. But when faced with a 
price of $3,500 for an average 9’ x 12’, 
why not spend the equivalent on some­
thing hand knotted? There is little price 
difference between the starting price of 
a hand knotted and a machine-made 
rug.

Oriental rugs can be separated into 
nine classifications by region: Persians, 
which are the largest group, can be 
identified by their all-over design. Most 
often these patterns tend to florals, but 
animal and human figures are com­
mon, often blended with a central 
medallion. Persian colours are usually 
pastels to muted red, browns and blues 
and the rugs are fringed at both ends.

Turkmens, Afghans and Baluchistans 
are noted for their geometric designs of 
vivid reds, browns and greens. Like the 
Persians, these rubs are fringed at both 
ends, although webbed.

Caucasians are woven in Caucasia 
and Transcaucasia, and are known for 
their bold, sharply outlined geometric 
patterns. Colours are brilliant and con­
trasting, frequently including reds, yel­
lows and blues.

For bold, floral or geometric designs 
look to Turkish rugs. They’re less intri­
cate than other orientals, but their pre­
cise, stylized patterns are enhanced by 
bright, sharp, contrasting colours.

Indian and Pakistani rugs, like the 
Chinese variety, are generally not as 
durable as other rugs, although there 
are many fine exceptions depending on 
the village of origin. Natural styliza­
tions of botanical designs in brilliant 
colours typify these rugs.

Blue religious symbols with back­
grounds of dulled yellows, browns and 
roses are the trademark of Chinese 
rugs. Green is not used as it’s consid­
ered a sacred colour.

Originally, nomads used hairs woven 
from their camels, goats and sheep,

although today most rugs are made of 
wool blends, particularly wool imported 
from New Zealand. Cotton was histori­
cally cultivated in Persia and China, and 
China also was renowned for its silk 
which was often used in rugs. Although 
other materials were used, the nomadic 
carpet makers often used wool for the 
warp, weft, foundation and pile of their 
rugs. Wool remains the most important 
pile fibre today, and cotton the most 
common base and binder material.

BUYING AN ORIENTAL RUG

Experts advise any buyer to look for 
three things when purchasing an orien­
tal rug: quality of wool, quality of dyes, 
and density. For the first two, the buyer, 
unless well-read, will have to depend on 
the integrity of the seller. A good rug 
dealer will be able to tell you what kind 
of dye was used, its colourfastness and 
durability, and the type(s) and quality of 
wool. Density is something the buyer 
can judge with a simple inspection by 
counting the knots per square inch. 
(Good luck!)

When looking for a reputable gallery, 
take into account any references you 
may have had. The length of time a rug 
dealer has been in business can be a 
good indication of their expertise and 
dependability. Ask if you may take the 
rug home for a trial to determine colour 
and style compatibility. Any good dealer 
will be glad to let you do this.

Like many businesses, rug galleries 
are ephemeral. A wise caution is to 
avoid hotel-lobby sales and auctions, 
even if you’re looking for something 
antique. Tell your dealer what you’re 
looking for. Often they will have access 
to estate sales that will have quality, 
antique oriental rugs.

Experts also advise very infrequent 
cleaning and vacuuming of oriental 
rugs — every three to five years for 
cleaning, and once every three weeks 
for vacuuming. This will reduce the 
wear. They recommend that an air suc­
tion head rather than a beater bar be 
used on the rug, to prevent damaging 
the tufts. Always vacuum side to side 
rather than fringe to fringe, to protect 
the weft. With proper care rug will out­
last you, your heirs and those after 
them.

Purchasing an oriental rug can only 
enhance your home. While fashion 
changes, oriental rugs are timeless.

For your projects
--------..............

• Custom built houses • Renovation
• Window Installation • Siding
• Rooting • Interior finishing
• Wood trim & cabinets • Hardwood floors

& stairs

5 Jay View, Mansonville 450-292-3635

CLÔTURE INVISIBLE FENCE DU QUÉBEC
Pet Containment • Encadrement Animal

(514) 243-6511

Steve O’Collin

P.O. Box 1186, Knowlton, Québec JOE 1V0

f

NEW
Temperature 
control 
& push button 
starter

By combining quality construction, contemporary technology, 
high efficiency & quality design which suits any decor, the 
Orford stove is an attractive and comfortable addition to any 
home.

The Orford stove easily replaces a wood stove.
It is safe, having passed ULC testing norms and standards - 

Maximum BTU 43,000

OXFORD C100 
ANTHRACITE MARTIN MAxmat

POELERIE

Black enamel 
Reg. *2350

Spécial

*1995
“Rpnoi/ateurczzm 
241 Albert, Cowansville 

Tel.: 266-1444
ft n
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Revolutionary 
Bruce Carnival 
Pergo Marvella 

fcjJ Reg.: $2.99/sq. ft.
SPECIAL

LAMINATED FLOORING

$069
/sq. ft.

6 colours in the store

and GOOD 
Colour: Nature'
2 1/4"
Reg.: $5.70/sq. ft.

. SPECIAL

JATOBA
Brazilian Cherry 
3 1/4”
Colour: Natural (red) 
Reg.: $7.75/sq. ft.

TAPIS
Pit Laitier

Bruce
iteMi3 1/4”

No MN310 
Reg.: s4.50/sq. ft

NATURAL MAPLE
Bruce Kennedale 
Tavernegrade 2 1 /4”
Reg.: $5.9§/sq. ft.

SPECIAL /sq. ft.
Cherry and Cinnamon 

CM-728TCM-733T

PARQUET
$4 89

■ /sq.ft.

99 .
SELECT MAPLE ■ /sq. ft.

RUSTIC OAK

CLASSIC BIRCH

$1
$179

I /sq. ft

SALE & INSTALLATION OF CARPET, LINOLEUM, 
CERAMIC AND WOOD 
We GUARANTEE our installation

VET FILS INC.
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