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Emigration terrible, but it was a time of upheaval

By Bernard Epps

BURY — Emigration was a ter-
rible thing. People who had spent
all their lives where their fathers,
grandfathers and great-
grandfathers had lived, who had
never travelled more than 20 miles
away from their birthplace, who
knew almost nothing of the outside
world and treated it with suspicion,
people who lived in Norfolk in the
early years of the nineteenth cen-
tury, must have thought emigra-
tion a terrible thing.

But it was a time of upheavals.
Factories and mills, railways and
steam carriages, were changing
the face of William IV's England as
never before. Twenty years of war
with France had driven up the
price of grain and the Corn Laws
kept it high. Open fields and
commons continued to be enclosed
while smallholders and tenant far-
mers were driven from the only
lands they knew to make way for
larger, more efficient farms.

The largest landowner in Nor-
folk was Thomas William Coke of
Holkam. When he came into his es-
tates, the entire district was unen-
closed but he began ‘improving’
his lands to grow wheat in a big
way. By 1836 there were no more
‘commons’ and Coke had raised his
rents tenfold.

Macadam had improv~ad the
roads and new modes of transpor-
- tation allowed villagers to buy fac-
tory goods much cheaper in the
towns, so the local weaver, tailor,
cobbler, harness-maker, miller
and carpenter were forced out of
business. England’s age-old self-
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sufficient villages began to give
way to huge manufacturing
centres.

In the first 30 years of the new
century, the population of Great
Britain jumped from 11 million to
16-and-a-half million, and more
and more were faced with despe-
rate decisions. Some moved from
lovely villages to industrial slums
to work for wages in ‘dark satanic
mills’. Others chose to emigrate.

Enter the British American
Land Company. British financiers
had bought vast tracts of land in
the Eastern Townships of Lower
Canada and were looking for set-
tlers. They offered easy terms of
payment — one fifth down, the rest
in three yearly installments — ea-
sy credit and the prospect of wages
on company roads, bridges, mills
and asheries. They would even
clear the land of trees and build
houses and barns for any settler
who could afford to have the work
done for him. And at the end of a
few years of hard work, a man
could own his own farm — so-
mething he could never do in Nor-
folk — and no landlord could ever
trouble him again.
-UNRIVALLED BEAUTY'’

The company’s prospectus was
signed by George Richard Robin-
son, chairman of the board, and
Nathaniel Gould, deputy governor.
In the faraway township of Bury,
they were building a village named
Robinson and another in the next
township named Gould (Moffatt
and McGill Lakes were named for
the Canadian commissioners of the
company) which the prospectus
called “a country of unrivalled
beauty, and unequalled in this Pro-
vince for fertility of soil, and salu-
brity and purity of air and water.”

For a variety of reasons, a varie-
ty of people tore out their roots and
boarded a ship in Yarmouth har-
bour in June, 1836, to begin anew in
the township of Bury.

Charles Francis was 44 when he
signed up with his wife, three chil-
dren and four step-children. Samp-
son Coates signed with his wife and
infant son. James Tite of Barnham
brought his son, Dennis, age 13.
John Downes was just 20, John
Bennett 18, Ebenezer Sharman on-
ly 12. There was Robert Batley,
Frank Martin, Henry Joice and a
host of others. They sold or gave
away all they had, said good-bye
forever to everything they knew
and set sail for Canada.

DIRTY QUARTERS

The ship would have had other
ports of call before venturing out
into the Atlantic and the passen-
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gers had plenty of time to get to
know each other. They would have
shared what little information they
had of Canada, talked of Red In-
dians and bears, of woods full of
game, streams full of trout and sal-
mon, all free for the taking.

June turned to July, July be-
came August and still the Norfolk
emigrants were crowded aboard
that ship in dark and dirty quar-
ters. Many would have been ill,
tempers would have flared, chil-
dren would have cried and adults
would have worried every hour
over shipwreck, ship fever and
Asiatic Cholera. That disease had
decimated emigrants two sum-
mers before and, in 1832, killed
20,000 in Canada alone.

But they sailed safely up the St.
Lawrence in the beginning of Sep-
tember, stopped at the Grosse Isle
quarantine station while medical
officers came aboard, and then
passed up the river to Port St.
Francis where the company had
built a 500-foot wharf, storehouses,
stables, carriage sheds, offices, a
tavern and six lodging houses for
the reception of the immigrants.
LOADED BAGGAGE

Here they would have been wel-
comed by a company agent, been
disappointed by their first sight of
Red Indians, and impressed by the
vastness of the conifer forest pres-
sing in on all sides.

A four-horse stage made the 72-
mile trip to Sherbrooke for $4 each
passenger. A caleche or spring
buggy and horse could be hired to
make the trip in two days for $8. A
cart to carry 900 pounds of baggage
could be had for $6 and most of the
immigrants loaded their baggage,
spouses and children aboard carts,
and walked south along the river
road. The company had straighte-
ned and shortened this road and it
would have been good to stretch
the legs after 10 weeks at sea.

They would have been three or
four days on the journey, passing
through the meagre villages of
Drummondville and Richmond,
stopping-occasionally at roadside
inns — ninepence a bed, a shilling a
meal — until they crested the last
hill and came in sight of Sher-
brooke.

SHERBROOKE VILLAGE

The judicial seat of the Inferior
District of St. Francis and head-
quarters of the British American
Land Company would have been
another disappointment to the Nor-
folk immigrants. The towns and
villages they had known all their
lives each had hundreds of years of
history behind them. The country-
side they had grown up with had
been shaped and tamed by their
ancestors for almost as long, yet
Sherbrooke had been wilderness 40
years before. It contained 75 rough
houses and a population of 350.
Most were Americans but a few
were Irish and the important
people, of course, were English.

On the highest hill, a flagstaff
flew the Union Jack, the cour-
thouse beside it. A small Roman
Catholic church for the Irish stood
nearby. On the other side of the
roaring Magog — the mist could
clearly be seen above a high woo-

110. 'Emigration a Remedy' (1848)

\a—\

den bridge — stood the Episcopal
Church, an academy and a three-
storey brick jail with a picket fence
in front. The company had built a
woollen mill, a sawmill and grist
mill, storehouses and its headquar-
ters on Market Street.
PAPER WORK

The procession would have des-
cended Bridge Street, passed
through the company’s long cove-
red bridge across the St. Francis,
and climbed through the village to
the arched verandah of the compa-
ny offices. There they may have
met Arthur C. Webster and his 19-
year-old clerk, Alexander Tilloch
Galt. There would have been paper
work to complete on the last details
of their lots in Bury and they would
have spent a night or two in Sher-
brooke. The Hotel Magog had ope-
ned that summer near the high
bridge over the falls and Francis
Loomis had a restaurant and bake-
ry nearby. C.L. Ball kept a large
boarding house, so did Arms, and
there were two taverns — Asabel
Adams’ British North American,
and King’s. There was a watchma-
ker, a tailor, two blacksmiths, four
shoemakers who undoubtedly also

Land companies ojferéd easy terms to early senlers'

produced harnesses, and a tannery
to supply them with leather.

There was a weekly newspaper,
The Farmers' Advocate and
Townships Gazette, four pages,
five columns, appearing each Mon-
day. The editor, Joseph Soper Wal-
ton, was an American and the subs-
cription was $2 per year — payable
in cash or in grain, produce or
‘clean cotton or linen rags’. The
rags were needed to make the
paper.

Judge John Fletcher, another
English immigrant, ran the cour-
thouse with a heavy — and often
arbitrary — hand. William
Bowman Felton was the local
squire with a manor house on his
huge estate at Belvidere. His
brother was the court clerk, his
brother-in-law the sheriff. A num-
ber of lawyers in town made litiga-
tion both endless and lively.
ROBINSON VILLAGE

Men and carts would have left
Sherbrooke for the company’s vast
St. Francis Territory almost every
day and the Norfolk immigrants
would have gone with them. The
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The world of 1836

In 1836, the national debt of the 24 United States was

...the Alamo was beseiged from Feb. 23 to March 6,
..Rev. Lucius Doolittle began a grammar school in Lennoxville that

...John L. Macadam, inventor of ‘macadamized’ highways, died at the

...Cancan dancers scandalized — and titillated — Paris.

...Charles Dickens, 24, published Sketches by Boz.

...Santa Anna's Mexican army was defeated at San Jacinto on April 21
to shouts of ‘Remember the Alamo!’

..Seminole Indians began battling against forced removal from Flo-

...27-year-old Abraham Lincoln was re-elected to the Illinois legisla-

...Canada'’s first passenger train ran on the Champlain & St. Lawrence
...Catherine Parr Traill published a collection of letters entitled The

..Martin Van Buren of New York was elected | president of the United
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Robinson no more than a cluttered handful of houses

Continued from last page

company had built a new covered
bridge across the Eaton River at
Cookshire (it is still there) and
beyond that, the ‘wastelands of the
Crown' were only occasionally bro-
ken by clearances. The village of
Robinson was no more than a hand-
ful of houses clustered around the
company gristmill and ashery on
Salmon Creek, a tavern, and a
scattering of rude cabins in the
woods.

The company had been cutting
roads, making clearings and thro-
wing up cabins at the rate of one
day that summer for the popula-
tion was to jump by almost 2000.
Their agent in Robinson was 21-
year-old Lemuel Pope Jr., one of a
very few native Townshippers —
his father had been born in Here-
ford. His experience and advice
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would have been invaluable to the
Norfolk settlers.
SPLIT CEDAR

The company’s road continued
another 10 miles past Robinson to
the ‘Great Fails’ on the Salmon Ri-
ver where they had erected the vil-
lage of Victoria. They'd built a
sawmill there, a church, a school, a
store, warehouses, offices and a
hundred houses. This was to be the
headquarters for the entire St.
Francis Territory extending
another 50 miles into the wilder-
ness. Immigrant families were set-
tled in this village, along both sides
of the Victoria Road at Canterbu-
ry, in Robinson and in Brookbury.

The cabins in the clearings
would have been 16 by 24 feet with
one window and one door, roofed
with split cedar, floored with logs
hewn flat on top. Those that had
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chimneys would have made them
with sticks plastered inside with
clay and lime but most had a
simple stone hearth at one end with
a hole in the roof to let the smoke
out.

Near the hearth, the immigrants
would dig a pit for storing potatoes
and turnips throughout the winter.

FLIES GONE

September was considered the
best time of year to begin homes-
teading in Canada because the flies
were gone from the woods and the
warm dry days of autumn gave
limc to chink the cabin, cut the win-

ter's fuel and store supplies. Sal-
mon may still have been spawning
in the creek and many Norfolk
youngsters knew a thing or two
about poaching salmon. Most knew
how to make a rabbit snare and
those with guns would have been

Children who worked in factories picked through garbage to mpplt ment their meagre diet.
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Factory work was a common job for children.

interested in partridges, pigeons,
deer and moose.

The company provided oatmeal
and potatoes sufficient for the win-
ter, ample credit at the company
store, tools with instructions for
use and sometimes employment on
the roads, in the mill or the ashery.

Bach family was provided with a
large iron pot that would be the
most versatile utensil of all. It
could hold the family wash, cook
meals, render lard, boil sap in the
spring and leach ashes into lye.
Some of that lye, mixed with lard,
would be boiled into soap in the
same pot.

Once the walls of the cabin were
chinked, the inside hewn flat with a
broadaxe, the few bits of furniture
brought in a picture or a sampler
hung up to brighten the place, most
cabins would be just as comfor-
table — just as dark and just as
draughty — as those left behind in
Norfolk. In later years, however,
the pioneers would tell their chil-
dren how very hard they had it —
just as those children would tell
their children how very hard they
had had it right down to our own
time.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BURY
HAPPY CANADA DAY

CANADA DAY
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LEGION

Wishes To Invite All
Veterans To
Participate in CANADA
DAY PARADE

JUNE 30th

Meet at Bury at 11 a.m.
for exact details.

Medals should be worn.
Memphremagog
Elizabeth

District No. 7

BEST WISHES ON CANADA DAY
FROM A TRUE FRENCH CANADIAN
AND MAY GOD BLESS US ALL.

STATION SERVICE
Y.P.G. INC.

Yvon Roy, Prop.

GENERAL MECHANICS

Free
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“They ought to be called the Southern Townships’

By Bernard Epps

BURY — In England, The Bri-
tish American Land Company pu-
blished a pamphlet to attract set-
tlers to the Townships. It said:

“The EASTERN TOWNSHIPS
(or as they ought to be called, from
their geographical position, rapid
vegetation, mild and healthy cli-
mate, the SOUTHERN TOWNS-
HIPS,) of Lower Canada are situa-
ted inland, between Quebec and
Montreal, on the South side of the
River St. Lawrence, and comprise
one of the most flourishing portions
of British North America.

“The country undulating and pic-
turesque is traversed throughout
with streams of the purest water
abounding in fish; the roads are ex-
cellent, and the soil equal in fertili-
ty to that of any part of the Ameri-
can Continent, producing, under
proper cultivation, every descrip-
tion of grain and root grown in
Great Britain; and for grazing pur-
poses pre-eminent over other parts
of Canada — cattle, horses and
sheep being reared with profit for
the supply of the two cities of Que-
bec and Montreal...”

DRY, SERENE

The pamphlet continued, “The
climate of the EASTERN TOWNS-
HIPS is dry, serene, and remarka-
bly healthy; the winter is less bro-
ken than in the Upper Province, gi-
ving thereby facilities for travel-
ling, and carrying produce to the
mill or market during that season.
The Township Farmer also enjoys
the superiority of a country abun-
dantly productive in hay and pota-
toes. which enables him to lay in a
sufficient and ample winter provi-
sion for his stock. The ground is
again fit to receive the seed
between the 10th of April and the
I1st of May, when vegetation
springs up with the quickness of
magic,; early potatoes arrive at
maturity in little more than two
months, barley nine weeks from
sack to sack, the whole face of the
country being in a very short time

HAPPY CANADA DAY
&
150th ANNIVERSARY
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covered with the most luxurient
verdure...

“The ST. FRANCIS TERRITO-
RY, a largely uncleared block be-
longing to the Company in the
county of Sherbrooke, comprises
about 600,000 acres. On this proper-
ty, the settlement of VICTORIA,
founded by the Company in 1836,
now contains a thriving popula-
tion, principally British agricultu-
ralists; three villages with mills,
stores, taverns, &c. The distance
from Sherbrooke is about thirty
miles, by a good road made by the
Company, which they are now
continuing in the direction of
Quebec.”

CROP FAILED

The truth of the matter, howe-
ver, was that the peopling of the
company’s Garden of Eden was in
desperate trouble. The settlement
of the three St. Francis villages —
Robinson, Gould and Victoria —
had begun favorably with almost
2,000 people in 1836 but then ran
into difficulties. The wheat crop
failed that year; the winter was
unusually severe. Eighteen-thirty-
seven saw a financial panic in Bri-
tain and the U.S. that virtually en-
ded investment in land companies
and the outbreak of rebellion in Lo-
wer Canada frightened many im-
migrants away.

Worse, some who had already
been brought to the Townships at
company expense, were now mo-
ving out — leaving their debts be-
hind them. Others, suddenly
lacking wages from work on
company roads, mills, bridges and
asheries could not pay the install-
ments on their land. By 1838, the
company bookkeepers reported it
had spent 176,000 pounds in the
Townships, owed another 90,000 —
and had earned 1500 pounds.
ALEXANDER GALT

A company clerk in the Sher-
brooke office, Alexander Tilloch
Galt, 23, was commissioned in 1840
to make a tour of the company
lands to collect long overdue debts
for lands sold and supplies advan-
ced. He found some of the roads
growing up with brush four feet
high. The village of Victoria — far
from containinga ‘thriving popula-
tion, principally British agricultu-
ralists’ — was deserted by all but
one family. The sawmill on the
‘Great Falls' was silent. The
company stores had been pilfered
and its books neglected.

B
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BRITISH AMERICAN LAND COMPANY.

THE

Tncorporated and Established by Royal Charter and Act of Parliament, 1634,

Birectors,

MAJOR-GENERAL ALEXANDER, GovErNoR.
ALEXANDER GILLESPIE, Esq, Derurr GovERNOR.

ROBERT JOHN BAGSHAW, Esq.
S8IR JOHN P. BOILEAU, Basr.
JOHN HACKBLOCK, Esq.
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THE COMPANY OFFER FOR SALE NEARLY

500,000 ACRES OF LAND

SITUATED IN THR

>
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In quantities to suit all Classes of Settlers, from 50 Acres upwanrds.

The Lands are easy of ACCESS TO THE RAILROAD, are traversed by GOOD
ROADS, and have all the advantage of OLD SETTLEMENTS.

The average price of GOOD LAND is TH

in Cash, and the remainder in Five yearly instalments.

R. W. HENEKER, Esa.

For farther particulars apply to

REE DOLLARS per Acre, payable one-fifth

COMMISSIONER,

SHERBROOKE, CANADA EAST. &
At Gould, where the company

had built a grist mill and an ashe-
ry,its storehouses were falling into
ruin and only three or four Irish
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The blacksmith’s forge was cold, the grlst mill a ru1

; Continued from last page

families remained.

At Robinson, the tavern keeper
had departed in despair, the i
blacksmith’s forge was cold, the
grist mill — on which the company
had spent a thousand pounds —
was falling into ruin. Only four fa-
milies remained in the village and

) Lemuel Pope, once invaluable for
his experience and advice, had quit
the company a year before.

In 1841, 28,000 immigrants lan-
ded at Quebec. Only 400 of them
could be persuaded to try the Eas-
tern Townships.

FOR BURNING

Most of the pioneers at Canterbu-
ry, Brookbury and Crossbury, ho-
wever, were far too busy to worry
about financial panic in London or
patriote rebellions along the Ri-
chelieu. They would have begun
chopping as soon as their cabins
were comfortable that first winter
and kept at it until sugaring time in
the spring. E

They would have been advised : — =P it o T, 8 , )/ L
2_: ::“t;; I;Leu;}zu;;lﬁfj:tz mi?::;: 2 Bv 184!) only four fanuhec remamed in the village of Robinson (above). near where Burv sland\ lodav I he British A merican l,aml C mnpam' had
clear too much and it would.swlﬂly its regional headquarters at Sherbrooke (below).

A grow back into brush and fireweed
and have to be cleared all over
again — and to mark the boundary
with blazed trees. They'd then be-
gin on the underbrush, cutting eve-
rything six inches or less and
laying it in windrows for burning

After the underbrushing, they'd
begin on the trees, laying the wor
thless softwoods on the windrows.
cutting the hardwood into 14 or 16
foot lengths. A logging bee would
bring the neighbors and a team or
two of oxen to drag these great logs
into heaps and then they would be
set on fire. Thirty or 40 fires all
going at once, night and day, made

! an impressive sight

| BLACK SEDIMENT

* hardw ashes — e as -
Th;‘!‘ll‘]t()l.:l’ l[)(li‘ttt(l)l(l)glll\r\({“— \v(.:~(l.l]l-l;:].:(.l(| Principal Slation -f th !{nhub American Fard Eompany. e
into heaps while hot, let cool, then —_— e T TURET - i LR T T e bl R
layered in a flour barrel with racks
of brush. Water would be poured on
top to purcolate through, dissol-
ving the ‘salts’ and dripping out
through a hole in the bottom to be o
collected and boiled in the omni- Continued on next page

SRLITH of IMEMMRHDEIKILE and KTS '71" ‘1("\"1 .5‘ .,'.’ B’XH TOWHINAPS, LOWDK TAMALA.

present black iron kettle until only
a black sediment remained. This
‘potash’ could be sold to the compa-
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Legionnaires, Veterans
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2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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Marché Croteau Market

Beer & Wine Grocer — Butcher
B.B. Chicken

Main St. BURY, QUE. Tel: 872-3655
Open 7 days a week.
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HARRY GRAHAM JR.
Bilingual Auctioneer
Complete Auctioneer

Services:
Farm - Household - Antiques
Bury Sales Barn,

Auction Every Monday

At 2:00 p.m.
Bury Auction

Tel: 872-3316
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Tel: 889-2726

Prop:
Galen Morrison
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Snake fences kept wild animals out of the garden

Continued from last page

ny asheries at Robinson and Gould
or Lebourveau's private ashery
at Cookshire for $5 a hun-
dredweight. The asheries purified
it into ‘pearlash’ and shipped it to
Port St. Francis where it was sold
for $12 to $14 a hundredweight. It
was used in the manufacture of
glass, soap and a host of other
things
DIPPING CANDLES

While the men and boys were
chopping, the women and girls
would have had plenty to do in and
around the cabin. There was
always cooking, washing, carding,
spinning and weaving, making
soap or dipping tallow candles —
and looking forward to spring. In
spring, they would start their kit
chen garden in the rich, black
leafmold among the stumps, the
acidity neutralized somewhat by
the softwood ashes which were no
good for anything else. They would
have planted potatoes and turnips,
cabbages and peas, Indian corn,
beans and pumpkins. And, coming
from England, most would have
found time for a few flowers to sof-
ten their rude cabins and civilize
the wilderness.

The best logs would have been
saved from the ‘logging-up’ to be
split into fence rails — cedar was
best. These would be built into
snake fences to keep wild and do-
mestic animals out of the vege-
tables. A cow and a few chickens
around the place would have been
a very tangible sign of approa-
ching prosperity.

GALT'S REPORT

Alexander Galt, meanwhile, had
reported to London on the lamen-
table condition of the company and
made specific recommendations
for saving it. He suggested giving
up on the unsold portions of the St,
Francis Territory and returning it
to the Crown, Port St. Franecis and
the village of Victoria should be
abandoned and the company
should concentrate instead on de-
veloping the industrial power of its
Sherbrooke property and selling
the scattered Crown Reserves
already surveyed and sometimes
among improved lands.

He suggested drastically libera-
lizing payment terms. The current
system of one-fifth down and the
rest in three yearly installments
deprived the settler of capital just
when he needed it to develop his
holdings. He recommended no
down payment and only interest
payable for the first 10 years. Then
the company should accept pay-
ment in cattle or grain, even offe-

TEL: 872-3252

ring higher prices than could be ab-
tained elsewhere for the sake of fu-
ture prosperity and further pay-
ments.

DUMPING GROUND

And, he pointed out, the compa
ny had been attracting the wrong
sort of settlers. Their lands should
not be a dumping ground for Bri
tish paupers because those
brought up under the Poor Laws
were out of the habit of looking af
ter themselves. Without wages,
they were helpless. Far better the
French Canadian or the stubborn
and independent American settler

The company was so impressed
by this young man that they sent
him back to Sherbrooke and ap-
pointed him commissioner with
broad powers to implement his re-
commendations. He threw himself
into the task with such energy and
such success that the company
paid its first dividend in 1851.

Instead of painting a picture of
paradise, Galt's information to
prospective settlers was brutally
frank;

“A settlement in the backwoods
of Canada, however romantic and
pleasing may be the accounts ge-
nerally published of it, has nothing
but stern reality and hardship
connected with it. Alone in the
woods in his log cabin with his fa-
mily, tired with his day’s work, and
knowing that the morrow brings
but the same toil, the emigrant will
find but few of his fancies realized.
Instead of the certain and luxu-
riant crop he has looked to as assu-
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red, he may find that either his own
unskillfulness, the quality of the
seed, or the premature severity of
the season, has reduced his har-
vest within a narrow compass. His
cattle may die or he and his family
may be afflicted with sickness.”
‘FOR HIMSELF’

Explained Galt, “An observation
of seven years and an intimate
acquaintance with most of the new
settlements of the Eastern Towns
hips, has satisfied the writer that
for the first years the emigrant to
succeed must work as hard and
suffer perhaps greater privations
than if he remained in Great Bri-
tain, but he has throughout the
consciousness that he is working
for himself and that while mean-
time he does not want for food, he
will soon be possessed of the same
comforts and enjoy the same inde-
pendence as his older neighbors
around him.”

BURY PROSPERS

Bury began to prosper. New set-
tlers came and planted roots. Le-
muel Pope became the first mayor
of the Township, the first postmas-
ter and justice of the peace. By
1858, the village of Robinson could
boast 100 souls and the Canadian
Directory described it as:

“A small Village in the Township
of Bury, County of Compton, and
District of St. Francis. A mail
stage from Cookshire, distant 8
miles, arrived daily, fare 40¢, and
twice a week proceeds to Gould, 12

Continued on next page
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miles distant, fare 40¢.”

The stage was driven by Natha-
niel Ebbs who was also a carpenter
and town secretary. Rev. John
Kemp presided over the Church of
England, William Best kept
school, Theodore Gilbert ran the
re-opened tavern and John Cum-
mins was the company agent. Le-
wis Mclver and Cornelius H.
Tambs each kept stores and there
were two cobblers, a blacksmith,
two joiners and a cabinetmaker
Bury was on its way

The Eastern Townships Gazet-
teer of 1867 called Robinson “A
thriving village in the township of
Bury, Compton county, containing
a population of 180." That meant it
had almost doubled in nine years.
“A small creek, called Salmon
Bank, runs through the village. In
the place are church of England,
and Methodist church, Town Hall,
model school, grist and saw-mills,
&e.”

VOLUNTEER COMPANIES

Lemuel Pope was still mayor
and his son, Fred, was the 20-year-
old captain of a local militia unit.
He'd attended Bishop’s College
and then gone to Military School in
Montreal. There he was asked to
return home and organize militia
companies in Compton County. He
did just that — the first volunteer
companies in the region and the be-
ginning of the 58th Battalion of
which he became Lieutenant Co-
lonel.

Robert Wright kept the Bury Ho-
tel & Stage House at Confedera-
tion, Daniel Berwick, Charles Pat-
ton and J.R. Smith ran stores while
the Church of England minister
was Rev. Thos. Richardson. There
were shoemakers, harnessma-
kers, and blacksmiths, carpenters,

CONGRATULATIONS
BURY ON YOUR
150th ANNIVERSARY

i

LET'S ALL CELEBRATE

CANADA'S
BIRTHDAY

Army, Navy &
Air Force

The Hut

joiners and carriagemakers —
even a bailiff.

Dr. G.J. Bompas, M.D. came to
Bury from England in 1860 but not
to practise medicine. Instead, he
taught botany and art at Stanstead
Academy and Bishop's College and
did a great many paintings of the
Eastern Townships. One of his
views of Robinson was reproduced
in the Canadian [lustrated News
of February 11, 1871.

He was the son of a London bar-
rister reportedly the model for
Dickens' Sarjeant Buzfuz, and
brother to William Bompas, the
most famous Anglican missionary
in the Northwest. He died in Len-
noxville on June 23, 1889.

RAIL LINK

The railway arrived in Bury on
July 15, 1875, and dramatically
changed the nature of the Towns-
hip. There had been some periphe-
ral prosperity when Galt brought
the railway to Sherbrooke in 1852 —
it needed ties, telegraph poles and
laborers — but now new houses and
a big hotel sprung up beside the
station and the village turned its
back on the grist mill. The station
was called Bury, after the towns-
hip, and Robinson gradually lost
its original name.

John Henry Pope of Cookshire
was the guiding light behind the St.
Francis and Megantic Internatio-
nal Railway which was intended to
link Sherbrooke with New
Brunswick across the state of
Maine. Pope and MacDonald were
both out of office, however, after
the revelation of the Pac.fic scan-
dal and the railway ended at Bury
for some time. Sir John A. MacDo-
nald came to the end of the line for
a political picnic in 1877 — it rained
— and was swent back into office
the following year. Pope went with
him and the railway got moving
again

CENSUS

The 1891 census gave Bury
township a population of 1,621 — 64
of them French-Canadians. The
1892 Eastern Townships Business
and Farmer's Directory lists the
heads of 299 families — a boon to
genealogists — and many of the
original Norfolk emigrants were
still present and prospering. The
Downes’, for example, were now
seven families, the Coates’ six, the
Tite's six and there were no fewer
than 10 families of Bennetts in Can-
terbury, Brookbury and Robinson.

-

The 1896 History of Compton
County, composed by the founder
of the Sherbrooke Daily Record, is
yet another gold mine for genealo-
gists and says of the village:

CONGRATULATIONS BURY
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Pope was asked to return home and organize militia

hborhoods of sualid tenements.

“Robinson, or Bury as the
railway station is called, is one of
the prettiest villages in the county.
It embraces quite a large tract of
land within its limits, but the

houses are much scattered. The
largest partison alevel plain, with
pretty homes on each side of the
street.”

The same may be said today.

BEST WISHES BURY ON YOUR 150th ANNIVERSARY

FROM THE MUNICIPALITY OF THE
COMPTON TOWNSHIPS

Mayor: Eugene Naylor
Councillors:
Georges Barette
André Laprise
(Mrs.) Gertrude Paquette
Claude Lafond
Therese Shaheen
Nil Veilleux
Sec. André Gagnon
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BURY — Bury's first permanent
settlers arrived 150 years ago but
the township already had a history.

All the ‘wastelands of the Crown’
between the American border and
the French seigneuries along the
St. Lawrence were virtually unin-
habited before the Constitutional
Act opened them to English Pro-
testant settlement in 1791. The
terms of that settlement were
made known in Sir Alured Clarke's
Proclamation of February 7, 1792,
and the land was divided into
townships approximately 10 miles
square, the townships divided into
ranges, the ranges into lots. One-
seventh of these lots were reserved
for the Crown, another seventh for
the Protestant church and the rest
was to be granted to such people as
would settle and cultivate them.

MAN OF MEANS

But each township had first to be
surveyed and the government
would not bear the cost of such sur-
veys. Consequently, a system of
‘leader and associates’ evolved
with the leader, a man of means,
providing the initial outlay in re-
turn for extra grants of land. The
leader who asked for Bury Towns-
hip was Calvin May. He hired dep-
ty surveyor Nathaniel Coffin at St.
Armand on Oct. 1, 1794, and Cof-
fin's Field Book and Journal has
survived to tell us about it;

“St Armand October 1st 1794

“Requested this Day by Calvin
May to engage a party and proceed

to the Survey and Subdivision of
the Township of Bury, Engaged ac-
cordingly George Hogle, Robert
Gordon, Aaron Ward, Danl Ward,
Wm Vaughn and wrote to Mr.
Dame to meet me at Lake Mem-
phremagog as Chain Bearer.”
The next few days were spent in
procuring supplies and a team of
horses and they set off on Sept. 5.
Their first stage through the woods
was to Nicholas Austin’s clearing
at Gibralter Point on Memphrema-
gog, then to Gilbert Hyatt's where
Sherbrooke now stands, finally to
Josiah Sawyer's clearing in
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Newport Township. It was Oct. 19
and already snowing by the time
they had all their supplies assem-
bled at Sawyer's.

‘GOT MUCH WET'

“20h Octr. — Employed indrying
our provisions which got much wet
yesterday and in baking our Flour
into Biscuit —

“21h Octr — Raining and very di-
sagreeable weather —

“22d Octr — Set off with the party
in order to run a road out to Bury,
that the provisions might go out
with more ease and less time, as
also to enable me to get the rest of

~

my provisions sent me without loss
of time..,

“23d Octr — Returned with my
party and sent them back loaded,
with instructions to cut a road
through a swamp in the N.E. cor-
ner of Eaton which we were not
able to finish yesterday — find all
the flour backed (baked?) —

“23h Octr — Fell about Six Inches
of snow last night, set off with Mr.
Sawyer with the provisions. Stop-
ped for the night at the Six Mile
Camp on the line between Eaton
and Newport, snowed most of the
day about one foot of snow fell —"

Ty g » 4 _.

or but few were tempted early to move to Lower Canada.

‘Wastelands of the Crown’ virtually uninhabited

TO CLAIM GRANT

Josiah Sawyer, who had fought
alongside his father against the
British at Bunker Hill, had blazed
the first trail eastward from Mis-
sisquoi alongside Gilbert Hyatt, a
loyalist. He's made his Newport
clearing just the year before with
Edmund Hurd, then put up a house
in Eaton Township (at today’s Sa-
wyerville) to validate his claim to
that grant. He'd brought his family
out that summer of 1793,

Continued on next page
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“26th Octr — Arrived at the One
Mile Post on the North line of Ea-
ton, the going extremely bad the
snow melts fast — Made a small
Lodge House for our provisions —

“28th Octr — Began one Mile
from the North East corner of Ea-
ton at a Cedar post marked to the
South Eaton & to the North Bury.”

This is actually Westbury today.
Coffin's 10-man team, two of them
Indians hired at Hyatt's Mills,
struggled on but the weather did
not improve. On Nov. 13, six inches
of snow fell and they spent the next
two days trying to cross the St.
Francis on a raft. It stormed all the
time and there was so much ice in
the river that Coffin gave up.

HAD TO BE SETTLED

*23d Novr — Finding it impos-
sible to pass the River St. Fran-
cois, being nearly out of Provi-
sions, snow getting deep and two of
the Men not well was obliged to
conclude to return, it not being pos-
sible to finish the Subdivision of
Bury, returned to Newport, and ar-
rived after much difficulty at Mis-
sisquoi Bay on the 2d December on
the 3d discharged the party, giving
them one Day to go home.”

A quarter of the townships was
eventually surveyed and that por-

tion granted to Calvin May and
nine associates on March 15, 1803,
Under the terms of that grant, the
land had to be settled before the
grantee could take title and, al-
though the land was good, Bury
Townships was remote from roads
and mills and no settlement was
made. The lands reverted to the
Crown. The Crown sold the entire
township to the British American
Land Company in 1834.

The company bought 1,094,272
acres that year — Crown Reserves
and the unsettled and unsurveyed
St. Francis Territory stretching
from Bury to Lake Megantic and
comprising almost 600,000 acres.
The price agreed upon was about
60 cents an acre — payable in 10
yearly installments — but half of
that money was to be paid into an
‘improvement fund’ for “high
roads, bridges, canals, market
houses, school houses, churches
and parsonage houses, and any
other works undertaken and calcu-
lated for the common use and bene-
fit of His Majesty's subjects.”

It was this fund that had built
Port St. Francis, straightened the
road to Sherbrooke, built the Ayl-
mer Bridge, the Cookshire Bridge,
the mills, the villages of Victoria
and Robinson.

— Bernard Epps

TINS ARE GREAT, BUT THEY RE EXPE
People try to copy us,
But We're Cheaper

By Nina Rowell

BURY — Anglicans here have
been very busy for the past few
months preparing for the 150th an-
niversary of the Anglican Mission
here. St. Paul's Church has under-
gone a major cleaning and polis-
hing to add to its unique beauty,
and a new sound system has been
added.

The history of the Anglican Mis-
sion dates back to 1836 when the
first settlers arrived from En-
gland, with the promise by the Bri-
tish American Land Company
which had encouraged them to
come — that they would be provi-
ded with churches, schools, sui-
table houses and roads.

Four Anglican churches were
built in the Township of Bury; St.
Paul's, in the village then called
Robinson; St. Thomas in the Bown
neighborhood; St. John's in
Brookbury; and later Christ
Chureh in Canterbury.

Records of St. Paul's Church
date back to 1838, when the Rev.
William Arnold was appointed the
first resident clergyman. Previous
to this services were conducted by
Church of England ministers from
Eaton.

CLASSIC DESIGN

At first, services were held in the
village school house. The first St.
Paul’s Church was started in 1844,
and consecrated July 3, 1864. It
burned Jan. 18, 1903. Foundations
for a new church were started that

Bury’s Pioneers — THE RECORD — Thursday, June 26, 1986 —

Bury was remote and no American Land Co. promised
settlement was made

same year, and it was completed
the following year. During this
time, services were held in the old
Methodist Church.

The present St. Paul's Church is
a fine structure of classic design,
with beautiful interior furnishings,
memorials and magnificent stai-
ned glass windows. Several of
these windows were saved from
the old church that burned. The
three windows at the altar are in
memory of the late Thomas Ri-

St. John’s Church, Brookbury

chardson, and the window on the
right side of the choir, in memory
of the little daughter of the late
Rev. H.S. Fuller. This church was
consecrated on Sept. 18, 1910. Fif-
ty-four candidates were confirmed
at the service that same evening.

The parish hall and Sunday
school room were co pleted and de-
dicated at the 100th anniversary
service in Sept. 1937. This is a beau-

Continued on next page
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The prayer desks were made from salvaged doors

Continued from last page

tiful room, finished in B.C. fir,
seats built on three sides, with a
kitchenette. Forty years later, the
parish hall was enlarged and dedi-
cated by the Lord Bishop of Que-
bec, Timothy J. Matthews, follo-
wing a confirmation service on
Sunday, May 22, 1977.

A rectory was built around 1880,
and burned approximately 100
years later, on Dec. 3, 1978, clai-
ming the life of a retired school tea-
cher, Lillian Olson. The last cler-
gyman to reside here was the Rev.
Maxwell Jones.

CONSTITUTION

The history of St. Paul's Guild
and ACW is very brief as most of
the records were destroyed in the
rectory fire. St. Paul's Guild was
organized by the late Mrs. Joseph
Boydell in the 1800s. Its constitu-
tion was adopted in June 1902. The
Bury branch of the WA was organi-
zed by the late Mrs. Robertson on
Feb. 12, 1913. The first president
was the late Mrs. Walter Webster.
The Junior WA was founded in 1920
by Mrs. A.B. Hunt. The Little Hel-
pers were started in June 1920 by
the late Ivy MacDonald and E.

Christ Church, Canterbury

345 Bibeau

Bailey.

On Oct. 3, 1921, the Hardwood
Flat Branch of the WA was organi-
zed, during the incumbency of the
late Rev. C.T. Lewis. Winnifred
Dougherty was elected first presi-
dent, -

During the years many other
memorials have been added in me-
mory of loved ones, including
Hymn and Prayer books, a
communion book, plaques, special
lighting, flag, processional cross,
alms basin, credence table, glas-
tonbury chair, funeral pall, elec-
tric organ, clock and many other
articles. The prayer desks were
made from doors salvaged from
the rectory and the candle holders
from St. Thomas Church.

FIRST PRESIDENT

St. John's Chureh, Brookbury,
was built in 1842, during the incum-
bency of the late Rev. William
King. The wood stove which is still
being used was brought from Dun-
dee, Scotland.

The Ladies' Guild was formed on
January 25, 1898, with Mrs. Walter
Saunders the first president.

Their first undertaking was to
raise money to cover the cost of
sheathing and other materials to
finish the inside of the church. The
stained glass window over the al-
tar was given in memory of John
Martin, and the baptismal font in
memory of Martin. The stained
glass window near the organ is in
memory of Mr. Wyatl, a Sunday

" School teacher and the cross on the

altar was given by the late Rev.
Lewis.

In 1937, new bishop’s chairs and
a new carpet in the chancel were
given by Mary Ord.
ST. THOMAS' CHURCH

Early records show that a
church was built in the early 1840’s
on land given by Captain Thomas
Bown, for this and the adjoining ce-
metery. There is only a vague re-
collection of what happened to this
church, but it was presumed to
have burned. A story was told that
Ebenezer Sherman would take his
ox-team and go about the
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150th BIRTHDAY

&
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neighbourhood picking up the chil-
dren and taking them to Sunday
school.

Around 1878, another church was
planned in the vicinity of the mill,
on the same site where the store
was built in later years. This site
did not meet with the approval of
those living at a distance. Howe-
ver, the framework was erected
and the steeple covered with shiny
new tin, but in the summer of 1878,
a violent wind storm blew it down.
Disheartened by this setback, the
church was not rebult until nearly
20 years later, when a more central
site was chosen, on almost the
exact site of the originalone, and in
1897, the little church of St. Tho-
mas’ was rebuilt.

ALTER

It was a beautiful church, builtin
gothic style of the best materials
available. Painted white, it had on
each side four stained-glass win-
dows. A larger one of ecclesiastical
design above the porch, and a
beautiful memorial window above
the alter were placed in later
years, in memory of Mr, and Mrs.
William Dorman. The contract for
building the church was given to
John Lefebvre, and the mill work
and lumber from the nearby mill.
The church was consecrated in
April 1897, during the incumbency
of the late Rev. C.B. Washer. A lar-
ger group was confirmed by the
bishop at that time. Following the
service, a hot dinner was served in
the schoolhouse by ladies of the
congregation.

BOX SOCIALS

The first organist was Edith
Bown, succeeded by Gertrude Her-
ring, Chas. E.S. Bown, Mrs. Alex
Beaton, Verna Herring, Hazel
Rudd and Mrs. Russell Rudd. A La-
dies' Guild was formed, creating
another social interest. Box so-
cials, suppers, dances, lawn par-
ties, etc., were held to raise funds
for the little church.

This little church burned in the
spring of 1943, as the result of a
nearby grassfire,

Anglican Clergy who have

St. Paul’s Church, Bury

served St. Paul’s, St. John's, St.
Thomas':

1838 — Rev. William Arnold
1839 — Rev. C.P. Reid

1840 — Rev. F. Broome

1941 — Rev. Wm. King

1847 — Rev. Charles Forest

1847 — Rev. John Kemp

T

WV g Rt

1864 — Rev. Thos. Richardson
1869 — Rev. R. Wainwright
1871 — Rev. James Boydell
1875 — Rev. Charles Thorpe
1877 — Rev. P. Roe

1878 — Rev. A.J. Woolryche
1882 — Rev. Frederick Webster

Continued on next page
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Canterbury was attached to the mission in Scotstown

Continued from last page
1884 — Rev. Walter Charles Ber-

nard

1887 — Rev. Hugh Samuel Fuller
Charles Briggs

1896

Rev

Washer

1909 — Rev. Charles T. Lewis
1935 — Rev. William Christie
Rev. Wallace W. Smith
1939 — Rev. William James Rowe
1949 — Rev. Sydney Foreman

1936

1952 — Rev. james E. Secord
1955 — Vacancy
1956 — Rev. Gerald Norris
1960 — Rev, Walter E. Walker
1965 — Rev. Richard Blythe
1966 — Rev. Maxwell Jones
1976 — Rev. Linton Westman
CHRIST CHUCH

Christ Church parish in Canter-
bury was organized in 1891, under
the charge of the Rev. Hugh S. Ful-
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3 p.m
8 p.m.
10 p.m.
Food available on the Grounds
Strawberry Shortcake to be sold by Committee

2 p.m.

4p.m. -8pm.
8 p.m. - midnight Dance in Memorial Park - ‘Olde Tyme 4' Orchestra
Food will be available on the Grounds
Strawberry Shortcake will be sold by the Committee
SUNDAY, JUNE 29:

9:30 a.m.

MONDAY, JUNE 30:

8a.m.-12:30p.m.
12:30 p.m.
2p.m.

: - 10 p.m.

Bury centenary schedule

PROGRAMME

SATURDAY, JUNE 28

Registration at Memorial Park Gate

Tours to first homes and farms

Display of pictures and newspaper articles in Town Hall
Entertainment - Singers, Dancers, Musicians

Church Service
Christ Church, Canterbury
Grace United Church, Brookbury
St. Raphael, Bury
Bury United Church
St. Paul's, Bury - 150th Anniversary Service
Bishop Goodings will attend Services at Christ Church
and St. Paul's
Food available on the Grounds
Strawberry Shortcake to be sold by the Committee
Sherbrooke Hussars to receive “Freedom of Town” and
put on Display in Memorial Park
Heritage Thanksgiving Service - in Memorial Park Un-
veiling of Plaque to honour Pioneers
Bishop Goodings and Monsignor Fortier to assist
Buffet - Advance Reservations only

Pancake Breakfast at St. Paul's Rest Home

Grand Parade - Main Street - Theme ‘150th Anniversary'
Sports for Children

Horse Pull

Entertainment and Amateur Hour in Memorial Park
Presentation of Plaques

Fireworks

WELCOME TO THE

MUNICIPALITY OF BURY

FOR OUR 150th ANNIVERSARY &
CANADA DAY CELEBRATION

MAYOR: Pierre Mailhot

COUNCILLORS:
Rosemary Lowe
Laurent Harpin
George Lawrence
Angus MacMillan

Max Murray
Cedric Jenkerson

ler, rector at Bury. By 1893, due to
the large number of churches un-
der the charge of the rector at Bu-
ry, it was deemed advisable to at-
tach Canterbury to the mission in
Scotstown. Christ Church was built
in 1896, The land, a beautiful site
with Megantic Mountain in the
background, was donated by Ebe-
nezer Sherman. It was dedicated
on Dec. 11, 1896,

The first baptismal service was
held on Dec. 13, 1896, for Arthur
and Gertrude (Mrs. Dane Smith)
Lintott, and the first burial service
for Eva Eliza Sherman, 13-year-
old daughter of Henry and Mary
(Coates) Sherman. The first couple
to be married there was Cora May-
hew and Neaver Asker on June 19,
1897.

The stained glass window was gi-
ven in 1922 in memory of Ebenezer
and Caroline (Bennett) Sharman,
by their son James Sharman. The
cross on the altar was given in me-
mory of Pte. Willard Seale, who
was killed in action at Vimy Ridge
on April 9, 1917. The lectern was
presented by the children of Alfred
Mayhew in memory of their
mother, Elizabeth Roehard, who
died Jan. 31, 1917. In 1946, Mrs. Ro-
bert (Nellie) Pringle gave the hand-
crafted altar in memory of her pa-
rents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert May-
hew. The brass candlesticks are in
memory of Douglas Goodwin, and
the glass cruet set in memory of
Laura Goodwin.

CLERGY

Christ Church Ladies’ Guild was
formed in January 1894, with Annie
Mayhew (Mrs. James Groom) as
president, and Nellie Mayhew
(Mrs. Robert Pringle) as secre-
tary-treasurer.

The following clergy have ser-
ved Christ Church in Canterbury.
1891 — Rev. A.H. Brooke
1898 — Rev. Chas Bishop
1901 — Rev. George Pye
1904 — Rev. J.S. Dickson
1914 — Rev. P.R. Roy
1920 — Rev. E.W.M. Templeman
1928 — Rev. Owen Lewis
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1930 — Rev. George Robins

1937 — Rev. Sydney Wood
1938 — Rev. Oscar Berry
1940 — Rev. Cecil Ward

1944 — Rev.
1949 — Rev.

W.E. Walker
L.E. Elias

1960 — Rev. E. K. Hale
1965 — Rev. Richard Blythe
1966 — Rev. M.C.M. Jones

1967 — Rev. Ron Smith
1967 — Canon Harold Church
1968 — Rev. M.C.M. Jones
1976 — Rev. Linton Westman

In 1966, when Victoria parish
was formed, which included Christ
Church, the parish was served by
the rector of Vietoria parish.

Special anniversary services
will be held on Sunday, June 29th.
In St. Paul's Church at 11 am.,
Christ Church Canterbury at 9
a.m., anecumenical servicein Me-
morial Park at 4 p.m. There will
also be services in Grace United
Church, Brookbury at 9:30 a.m., at
Bury United at 11 a.m. and the St.
Raphael Roman Catholic Church
at 10 a.m.

v _~RICHARD COATES

ULTRAMAR DISTRIBUTOR
SERVING THE COMMUNITY WITHIN 25 MILE RADIUS

WE HAVEA. FULL LINE OF ULTRAMAR
PRODUCTS INCLUDING:

ALL GASES & DIESEL FUELS
FURNACE & STOVE OIL
(FURNACE INSURANCE PLANS AVAILABLE)
COMPLETE LINE OF MOTOR OIL
FOR FARM & COMMERCIAL USE

BURY, QUE. TEL: 872-3322

St. Thomas Church, Bown

COATES GARAGE REG'D

GAS
GENERAL REPAIRS
OIL CHANGE
GAS & ELECTRIC WELDING
BATTERIES

BFGoodrich TIRES

WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENTS
(through your Insurance Co.)

T GASBEC PRODUCTS
AVAILABLE FOR YOUR

GASBEC
m WELDING NEEDS

BURY, QUE. TEL: 872-3222
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ONE TIME
OFFER!

RGA ATSEARS

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST?
WHEN THEY’RE GONE, THEY’RE GONE!?

No lower price this season! RCA 20" color TV features

built-in converter and 17-button remote. Automatic

picture control, automatic fleshtorie correction. #14006
‘Now available at Sears Retail stores.

ea.

Price in effect while quantities last

SEARS

your moneys worth...and more

SATISFACTION OR WE SERVICE WHAT SEARS CARD...CANADA'S #1 HOME OF KENMORE
MONEY REFUNDED WE SELL COAST-TO-COAST DEPARTMENT STORE CREDIT CARD DIEHARD, CRAFTSM'AN
Sears Canada Inc. ‘Reg.' or ‘was' refer to Sears prices. Open 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday to Wednesday and until 9:00 p.m. Thursday and Friday, and 9:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. Saturday. Sherbrooke: Carrefour de I'Estrie, 563-9440 Copyright Canada, 1986, Sears Canada Inc.




