
RECTOR'S REPORT: 

·f( /1 Reverend Fathers, Honoured Guests, Graduates, Parents and Friends, 

there may have been a day when it was possible, within the time 

allotted to this part of t h e pro~r amme, to g ive an adequate ac-

~cunt of t he year's activities at ~oyola. ~~at tradition calls 

the Rector's Report was then truly a report of the year's work 

but passing years have seen such c~1anges t hat to attempt any-

thing like a complete account of this year's happenings is out 

of the question. 

WHAT I have prepared, therefore, for you this evening are 

some facts on a few selected topics that I hope will be of in-

terest to you all. 

FIRST of all I wish to welcome Graduates, Parents and 

Friends who have come here this evening to celebrate with us 

Loyola's 57th Annual Convocation. To the Parents of the Grad-

uates in particular and to everyone who helped them to attain 

this goal, I offer a special word of gratitude and congratula-

tions. You have cooperated in an extremely worth while under-

taking which, without your assistance, would never have come 

t o such a successful conclusion. You have very good reason, 
therefore, to feel happy and proud. 

IT IS a particular pleasure for me to be able to welcome 

The Honourable Mr. Justice Collins, who has kind ly accepted 

our invitation to give the traditional address to the Graduates. 

Judge Collins is a native of London , Ontario, a graduate of St. 

Michael's College, Toronto and Mc Gil l University, who was ap­

pointed Judge of the Superior Court in 1946. Since coming to 
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2. 

Montreal he has not only distinguished himself in the profession 

of law but by his active participation in the Catholic life of 

our City he has shown himself an active and zealous layman. 

WE HAVE invited you here this evening J udge Collins, not 

only because we expect t o h ear something worth while from you 

but also because we hope that our Graduates will see in you a 

model Catholic life and will be ins p ired t o follow in your foot­

steps. 

WE WERE honoured this year at Loyola by an official visit 

from His Eminence Paul-Emile Cardinal Leger, Archbishop of Mon­

treal. His Eminence celebr&ted a Pontifical Hi gh Mass and spoke 

to the assembled students on the occasion of the celebration of 

our patronal feast. Like everyone else in Montreal, the students 

and faculty of Loyola College were grateful and proud of the hon­

our which His Holiness the Pope bestowed on our Archbishop by 

elevating him to the Cardinalate. I take this occasion of re­

newing our expressions of loyalty and devotion on behalf of the 

student body, the faculty and myself. 

ON THE WHOLE this has been for us a very encourag ing year. 

There was a sizeable increase in our registration; in fact we 

reg istered more Freshmen this year than any other previous year 

of our existence. This is also the largest ~raduating class in 

our history. We are conferring Degrees on 78 Bachelor of Arts, 

Commerce and Science. 

MOREOVER our Graduates who have gone on for further study 

have enabled us by their success to form a favorable judgment 

of the calibre of the training they have received here. 
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AMONG our many Craduates we p ick out f or s p eci a l mention 

four who V'lill receive or have alre ady received thi s year, Or­

dination to the Priesth ood, Father Korris and Fath er O'Connell 

who were ord ained to the di oces e th i s past month . This month 

we hope to have the happ i ness of t wo o f our Gr aduates, David 

Asselin an d Jose ph Johnson of the Society of Jes u s, ordained 

at Loyola. 

THE RESULTS of t h e Commerce Course more t h an j ustified the 

decision and the sacrifices mad e i~ inst i t u ting it five y ears 

ag o. To-night we graduate so~e twen t y -two young men with their 

Bach elor of Comn:erce Deg ree. The ease with which they have 

found places for thems e lves in business and in industry proves 

to us the need for pfovid ing suc h training. 

3. 

THERE have be e n sev eral note worth y innovations in the Coll­

ege this year. The larg e number of our lay staff has made it 

necessary for us to institute a pension plan for our employees. 

This plan was drawn up and put into operation last year. 

MOREOVER we have organized a Placement Bureau to assist 

our students not only in obta i ning permanent employment at the 

end of their course but also employment during the summer. 

THE COLLEGE suffered a grave loss t h is year in the death 

of our Procurator, Rev. Charles Kelly. Fatt er Kelly came to 

Loyola four years a g o s.nd immedi ately undertook to find ways 

a nd means of adding to our income. He was mee t ing with very 

cncourag ing results from his wor1~ when God suddenly called him 

to his reward. V'/e hope t o continue the Jesuit Educational Fund 

and the Associates of Loyola, an org anization 1Nh ich he beg an and 
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in the ccurse of the summer some on e will be named in his place. 

TONIGHT marks the tenth ann iversary of the Science Course 

at Lo:rola. It was in Septeraber, 1942, that we enrolled the 

first Freshman Class who were prepar:i.ng to receive their B.Sc. 

Degree. For th a t reason a special eva l~ation of this course is 

not out of place in this report. 

4. 

TES DAILY PRES S abounds in quotations such as t he following 

from Ch a rles B. Steinmetz, Consulting Engineer to the J eneral 

Electric Company: "It is my opini o~ that the neglect of the 

classics is one of the most serious mistakes of modern education 

and tl1&t the study of the Classics is very important and valu­

&ble a nd more so in the education of the techni cal engineer than 

in most other professions for t he reason that the vocation of an 

engineer is specially liable to make a man one-sided." Or that 

of Charles H. Herty, former Presi den t of t h e American Chemical 

Society: "If we are to rise above mediocricy in our scientific 

work, surely it must be upon the solid foundation of a broad 

and liberal education, which will g ive us meh possessed of 

lively imagination, clarity of t hou ght, g race in expression and 

souls imbued with the deepest res p ect for the hlunan race in all 

its struggles upward." 

IT WAS in answer to statements such as these that the au­

thorities at Loyola undertook a Science Course tha t woulc at­

tempt to provide some of the broad er cultural subjects without 

sacrificing any of the ess en tial scientific disciplines. Stu­

dents in this c ourse were e x pected t o f o llov.r lectures in English, 

French, Public Speakine, TheolO'i? and Philosophy as well as the 
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c ourse prescribed in Mathematics , ?~ysi cs, Ch e=istry ; Elology, 

Geology, etc. Operating a College is a res ~onsibility as well 

as a p rivilege , a res ponsibility t c the student and to the Com­

munity . Eecause we felt and feel t ~~ t there was a need f or such 

a c ourse the College deterrrined t o pr ovide it . Courses were 

therefore beg un in Honours Science, Ch emistry, Physics and Matt­

ematics, Genera l Science and Engineering . These last allowed a 

student to complete the first thre e y ears of h :s Scienc e course 

while he was obtaininr; a B.Sc. De gr ee . 

TONIJHT'S is the sixth class t o g raduate in Science. Of 

the first five classes there were flf ty-three in Engineering, 

s lxty-five in General Science, te !'l in Honours Chemistry, six 

in Honours Physics and three in Honours N!ath ema tics. Of these 

last g raduates in the Honours Course four have obtained their 

Doctorates, and four more are stud y ing for t h is same Degree. 

Four have received their Masters Degr e e and three others are 

in the process of fulfilling the requirements. Of the fifty­

three Eng ineers, only two have fa :led to g o on to obtain their 

Degree in Eng ineering in the branct of their choice. 

YOU CAN guess that all this has not been done with the as­

sistance of others. I take this opportunity to ttank the Rector 

and a u thorities of the University of Montreal who have recogniz­

ed our De grees. The anthori ties of I1IcGill who accept our grad­

uates into their Eng ineerins School and who, be sides, rendered 

invaluable service in drawing up t te c ourses. 

SPECIAL thanks have to b e gi ve~ to the teachers on the 

staff, cleric a l and lay for t hei r self-sacrif i ce and generosity. 
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THIS work is carried on under certa i n financial difficulties 

peculiar to ourselves. Becau se we are not a Unive~sity we are 

cut off from certain sources of i n c ome that are available to 

others. Even our stud e nts cannot claim assistan ce t hat they 

n: i gh t obtain in a University from ·] overm'!en t Scholarsh ips. 

As a result we have t c keep our fees low to compensate for 

this any pay out of our own resources the costs of building 

labora tories and e quipp ing t h en . Our fees a re such that 75% 

of our students are able to pay for themselves the money they 

earr. during the summer. One of Father Kelly's tasks was to 

raise money for this work. We feel after ten years it has 

proven itself and we have no hesitation in callinE upon those 

interested and able to assist us in this work by their donations. 

TONI GHT is the eve of the Coronationo As we talk prepara­

tions are going apace in England. Our tribute t o the Queen and 

to our country is to provide the n a tion with men prepared in 

body, mind and heart to play their part in the nation. Such a 

class. No hesitation, take g reat pride in offering our gift 

to the ~1een and to the nation. 




