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With this photo, the Association wants to pay tribute to three exceptional women who, each in their field, have done
things in a brilliant way. These three women represent three generations of the same family. On the left, Lorraine
Robitaille Samson who is considered as the initiator of the Association by grouping a first team and which led to its
founding in 1988. On the right, Claire Samson, Lorraine's daughter, who leads a research career in high technology.
In the center, Sophie Giguère Samson, Claire's daughter and Lorraine's granddaughter, who is embarking on a ca-
reer in law. The picture was taken when she was admitted to the Ontario Bar in Toronto. More details inside the
newsletter.





Les Robitailleries

September 2018 Page 3

Les Robitailleries

Last spring, the Robitaille Family Association 
challenged Robitailles to post their old family 
photos on Facebook. For my part, I took up the 
challenge by introducing my grandfather and my 
great-grandfather, but the vein quickly ran out. 
At home the family album is not so full of  old 
photos.

However, I really liked the experience and I 
searched the Internet for other old photos of  
Robitailles that would be related to me.

By chance, I came across a picture of  Charles 
Robitaille, my great-grandfather's brother. On 
June 3, 2018, this photo was placed on the Ro-

bitaille Family Association page and provoked a 
series of  comments. To date, the photo has 
been seen by 147 people.

Charles Robitaille (1843-1921) was born on June 
12, 1843 in L'Ancienne-Lorette. Charles was the 
twin brother of  Cyrille Robitaille (pianos dealer 
in Québec City). Their parents were Jean Robi-
taille (1805-1891) and Adélaïde Debigaré (1809-
1857)

Charles's wife, Éliza Guay (1853-1938), was 
born in L'Islet on October 24, 1853. Charles 
married Éliza Guay on November 18, 1872, at 
St-Jean-Baptiste Church in Québec City.

Thanks to Facebook

By Jean Robitaille, Québec
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With the help of Joseph Robitaille (USA), great-
grandson of Charles and Éliza, we were able to
identify the people who appear in the photo.

Charles Robitaille appears here proudly sur-
rounded by his family, alongside his wife Éliza
Guay.

In the photo, besides his wife, we find all his
children alive at the time. By the apparent age
of the children, especially the youngest, we can
estimate that the photo was taken between 1900
and 1902, probably before the marriage of the
eldest son.

At the beginning of their marriage, Charles and
Eliza were sorely afflicted. The twins Marie-Éli-
za and Marie-Éva born May 21, 1874 both died
on May 26, 1874.

When Charles dies on April 12, 1921, at the age
of 77, all his children are married except Rosa-
rio, who will marry a few years later.

Éliza will die on May 11, 1938, at the age of 84
years.

Charles was a shoemaker. It can be seen in the
censuses of 1881, 1891, 1901 and 1911. In the
census of 1861, at 18, he is an apprentice-shoe-
maker.

As we have already mentioned in an earlier issue
of the Robitailleries, Charles is one of three Ro-
bitaille brothers who married three Guay sisters:
Cyrille and Elmire, Charles and Éliza, Cyprien
and Eulalie. The last two couples even married
the same day at St-Jean-Baptiste Church in
Québec City.

Children Birth Marriage Spouse Death
Joseph-Charles 13 July 1876 28 July 1902 Estelle de Bois Brillant 13 June 1956

3 October 1921 Alexina Lessard
Alma 19 September 1879 5 September 1904 Edgar Légaré 28 February 1966

Wilfred 4 August 1881 4 August 1906 Léa de Bois Brillant 7 December 1957
Anna 29 June 1883 22 June 1908 Édouard Croft 9 February 1972
Joseph-Arthur 10 December 1887 1 July 1918 Marie-Alvine-Corinne Lacroix 24 January 1972

Albert 5 January 1890 5 June 1910 Philomène Ferland 7 March 1963
16 May 1922 Azélia Léveillé

Rosario 2 December 1891 2 August 1926 Albertine Langis 21 October 1967
Ludger 19 July 1894 26 August 1918 Lucienne Bourassa 26 January 1971

Bernadette 16 August 1897 21 May 1917 Arthur Dugal 21 February 1985

Offsprings of Charles and Éliza

Charles Robitaille
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2018 Annual Meeting

On June 3, there was a mee-
ting of the members at
L'Ancienne-Lorette which
included the annual meeting,
a conference on the Hurons
crossing at the beginning of
the municipality and a
friendly meal.

The President in his annual
report mentioned the diffi-
culties of recruiting new
members and volunteer avai-
lability as well as a gover-
nance project of the
Association which will be
presented to the Board in
the fall. The treasurer has fi-
led the financial statements
which show that the fi-
nances are in very good order.

The second part of the meeting included a lecture by the historian Gilles Drolet, a citizen of
L'Ancienne-Lorette, who witnessed the
1983 and 2013 archaeological digs near the
present church. These digs determined the
exact location of the chapel built with
more than 50,000 bricks. The bricks came
from the Beaupré coast and were transpor-
ted by boat to Québec city and then sled-
ged on the first winter snows to their final
destination. In 2018, new archaeological
digs were made before the conversion of
the old presbytery into an administrative
building of the municipality, and many new
artifacts of Huron origin were found.

Nearly thirty people gathered around a
large table to enjoy a cold buffet to ex-
change ideas and get to know the future
projects of the Association.

Model installed near the church of L'Ancienne-Lorette showing the site 
that welcomed more than 200 Hurons threatened to be massacred by 
the Iroquois. Father Chaumonot, a jesuit, built a Catholic chapel in 
1674 for these Indians and for the first settlers, including the three Ro-
bitaille brothers, who were established a few kilometers away. A histo-
rian from the Historical Society of the municipality, Mr Gilles Drolet, 
gave a lecture on the archaeological excavations that led to the disco-
very of the site of the chapel. 

Photo: René Robitaille

After the information and discussions of the annual meeting, the participants 
enjoyed a meal around a friendly table. 

Photo : Natalie Bissonnette
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Jean-Claude Caron, 
whose mother was a 
Robitaille, has devoted 
more than half  of  his 
life to Collège Saint-
Charles-Garnier in 
Québec City. Gradua-
ted in 1951, he worked 
as a pharmacist for ten 
years before underta-
king a second career in 
education at the Jesuit 
College, his alma mater. 
For four decades he 
taught science and ma-
thematics while per-
forming administrative 
tasks including secreta-
ry general and general 
manager. Today, 94 
years old, he volunteers 
in the Association of  
Alumni as secretary and 
is responsible for the 
publication of  the col-
lege newspaper, Le Gar-
nier, a position he has held since his retirement 
in 1991.

It can be said that after 72 years spent at the Je-
suit College (aka Saint-Charles-Garnier since
1981) he knows the history of this renowned
establishment. This is what he tells us:

"On the facade of this private educational institution
on René-Lévesque Boulevard, you can read Collège
des Jésuites - Saint-Charles-Garnier with two years:
1635 and 1935. The first date recalls that the Je-
suits founded in Québec the first college in North
America, one year before Harvard. It all began in a
small wooden house in the Place Royale area. Redu-
ced to ashes during the great fire of Québec in 1640,

this first school was replaced 
in 1650 by a prestigious 
stone building. The latter 
was demolished in 1878 to 
make way for the current 
Québec City Hall. In 
1930, the Jesuits took up 
the vocation of  the 1st col-
lege in the former presbytery 
of Notre-Dame-du-Che-
min (site currently occupied 
by CHSLD Courchesne). 
Some wall sections of  the 
presbytery are still visible. 
Becoming cramped, it moved 
to Saint-Cyrille Boulevard 
(René-Lévesque) in 1935. 
Hence the second date."

Starting as a student in 
1937, Mr Caron is al-
most part of  the histo-
ry of  this new college. 
As a pupil he lived the 
requirements of  the 
classical course and the 

rigor of  Jesuit education. Upon his return as a 
teacher in 1954 in a boys-only college, he first
saw the arrival of girls from 1966 to 1969 for
the 3 last years of the curriculum (rhetoric and
philosophy classes). He also witnessed the di-
sappearance of the classical course, of which
the last two years formed Cégep Garneau with
Collège Mérici and École Normale Laval. Later,
the administration evolved rapidly. Lay people
became part of the board of directors, then the
Jesuits entrusted the management to a new cor-
poration, Collège Saint-Charles-Garnier, of
which Mr Caron was the first president. Shortly
afterwards he was appointed general manager. It
was under his reign that the college became
mixed in all the classes.

Jean-Claude, gold medalist in pole vault, in 1944.

Jean-Claude Caron, a living encyclopedia

By René Robitaille, Saint-Lambert-de-Lauzon
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In 1985, he returned to teaching until his retire-
ment in 1991. Embedded in the walls of the
college, he simply cannot
leave his alma mater. Then be-
gins, almost a third career, vo-
lunteering. He was
administrative secretary of
the College Foundation until
2010 and of the Alumni As-
sociation to this day. His voca-
tion as a teacher and educator
never abandoned him. He
continued for many years,
with students of the 1st secon-
dary school, holding classes
of discovery and learning of
nature on Île aux Basques. He
entrusted this training to a
new team in 2014 after 43
years of dedication to initiate
the youth to the wonder at all the beauty that
nature offers us. He has authored two text-
books in botany and zoology.

In addition to his involvement at the College,
Mr Caron has actively participated in various
scientific, environmental, cultural and social as-
sociations, including the Robitaille Family Asso-
ciation. Currently, he resides at CHSLD
Saint-Dominique where he is the secretary of
the users committee and even ... unofficial
photographer.

According to Jean-Claude Caron's family tree,
his mother was Régina Robitaille and his mater-
nal grandfather, Michel Théodore Robitaille.
Going up the ascent, he would be a descendant
of Pierre Robitaille and Marie Maufay, one of
the two founding couples of the Robitailles of
America. Married to Fernande Simard, the
couple has three children: Lucie, Robert and
Benoit, but only one grandson.

Jean-Claude has lived all his life in different
neighborhoods of the Upper Town of Québec
City. He was raised there with his two sisters

Aline and Monique, and his brother Michel. His
elementary, secondary and college studies were

also conducted in this part
of the city. Having a great
scientific curiosity, he read
and wrote a lot, especially on
plants, animals and land-
scapes. He discovered the
beauties of nature during his
walks in the forest, his
photography sessions and
his fly-fishing parties.

Jean-Claude is a life member
of the Robitaille Family As-
sociation and has been acti-
vely involved in the
activities. Members have al-
ways appreciated his attach-
ment to family values, his

great knowledge and his joie de vivre.

Newly weds of 1951
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Picnic at Robitaille Park

By René Robitaille, Saint-Lambert-de-Lauzon

Robitaille Park is a beautiful place to remember the settlement of our ancestors in 1670. The
descendants of Pierre and Marie Maufay lived until the end of the twentieth century on the an-
cestral land while the residential develop-
ment put an end to its agricultural vocation.
Fortunately, a park was created, and our As-
sociation proposed the name Robitaille,
which was accepted by the municipal council
of the time. Formerly owned by
L'Ancienne-Lorette and then Sainte-Foy, it is
now part of the great city of Québec.

In 1993, a monument was erected and a
large group, including people from Europe,
Manitoba and Abitibi, gathered for the
inauguration. Fifteen years later some mem-
bers decided to embellish the monument by
surrounding it with hostas and daylilies, flo-
wers whose foliage remains interesting for
three seasons.

An annual picnic is organized to do the
maintenance of this setting each spring.

Thanks to Yvan for ensuring the
health of the flowers, the oak tree that
was planted alongside the monument
for the 400th anniversary of Québec
City and all the other trees he has ad-
ded and planted himself.

In 2003, a team of members undertook the beautifying of the monument.

Photo: René Robitaille

The picnic of June 22, 2018 included from left to right Julie, Marc, 
Diane, Donald, René, Micheline et Jacques.

Photo: Micheline Dussault
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Sophie Giguère Samson, a young woman with a promising future

Sophie was born in Cambridge, England on August 6, 1992. After a few years there, she followed
her parents to Holland for 6 years, where she took the opportunity to learn Dutch. The family retur-
ned to Canada to settle in Ottawa, where she completed her elementary and secondary education.
Her university studies, internships and work experiences, are summarized below in the CV she sent
us.

During my undergraduate studies at York University:
Bachelor of Business Administration from York University in To-
ronto (mostly in International Trade) (2009-2013)

Accounting Internship at Public Works and Government Ser-
vices Canada in Gatineau (2010)

Internship in Public Affairs at the Consulate General of Canada
in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (2011)

Semester abroad at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok,
Thailand (2012)

During law school at the University of Toronto:
Diploma in Law (Juris Doctor) from the University of Toronto
(2013-2016)

Internship in an NGO in legal education in Laos (2014)
Semester abroad at Central European University in Budapest, Hungary (2015)

Since the end of my studies:
Articling student at the law firm Power Law in Ottawa and Vancouver in the field of human rights / education law / language
rights (2015-2017)

Legal consultant to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire in
the field of refugee resettlement (2017)

Admitted to the Ontario Bar in January 2018
Currently residing in Toronto and working for the Ombudsman of Ontario (since January 2018)

Inn 2008, our Association took partrr in the
ceelebration of the 400th anniversaryr of the
fooundation of Québec city. We planted an oak
treee in the Robitaille park in honor of the
deescendants of Pierre Robitaille and Marie
MMaufay, who lived on the ancestral land for
mmore than 300 years.

Baarely 16 years old, in historical costume,
Soophie (first row, far right) personified Marie
MMaufay, while Julien (back and centre) was
Pierre Robitaille. They played these roles
duuring many events: tree plantation, unveiling
off an inscription on the Robitaille monument
hoonoring the wives of our ancestors, a
mmarriage ceremony at L Ancienne-Lorette s
chhurch, and the recording of a TV capsule
which was aired repeatedly during a week on
VooV x Channel.
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Originally from Québec City, 
Claire Samson is a professio-
nal engineer with an under-
graduate degree in 
engineering physics from La-
val University, a M.Sc. in geo-
logical sciences from McGill 
and a Ph.D. in physics from 
the University of  Toronto.

Claire has a wide range of  
experiences, both in industry 
and academia, in Canada, as 
well as in Europe. From 
1991 to 1992, she was a re-
search associate at Cam-
bridge University in England, 
and from 1993 to 1999, she 
worked for the Shell Oil 

group at three locations in the 
Netherlands, including the 
Shell International Research 
Laboratory. Upon relocating 
to Canada in 2000, she joined 
Neptec Design Group, an Ot-
tawa high-tech company spe-
cializing in vision systems for 
space applications. In 2003, 
she was appointed Associate 
Professor in the Department 
of  Earth Sciences at Carleton 
University, where she teaches 
a popular course on natural 
disasters, an introduction to 
the earth sciences for enginee-
ring students, and exploration 
geophysics.
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Claire Samson, a woman with a sparkling career

Source: Abbott P. & Samson C., Natural Disasters

Claire, on her first day of school, 5½ 
years old

Claire at the Toronto Marathon in 
october 2013
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Claire has held a number of
senior positions at the university,
including Director of the Earth
Sciences Department, Co-Direc-
tor, Ottawa-Carleton Geoscience
Centre and Associate Dean
(Planning), Faculty of Graduate
and Postdoctoral Affairs. She al-
so has nearly ten years of profes-
sional experience in the industrial
sector. Specializing in geophysics,
she uses 3D laser imaging
systems and unmanned aerial ve-
hicles. In her research and field
work, Claire prefers to tackle
practical problems, ranging from
pipeline corrosion to rock stability in under-
ground mines, involving industrial partners. The
Faculty of Science at Carleton University awar-
ded her the Teaching Excellence Award in
2014. She also received the Mentorship Award
for Graduate Students in 2012.

Since February 1, 2018, Claire Samson has been
orienting her career with a new challenge in a
different environment. She was named Dean of
Research for a first three-year term at the École
de technologie supérieure in Montréal. It is a
university school that trains engineers and gra-
duates oriented towards applied research.

Claire is married to Christian Giguère and the
couple has four children, Sophie, Irène, Domi-
nique and Liliane.

Claire is an enthusiastic world traveler. She has
visited over 50 countries and speaks four lan-
guages, French, English, Spanish and Dutch.

Claire with her husband and four children, in 2005
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The family of Pierre Robitaille, from father to son 
in the seigneury of Gaudarville

Lorraine Robitaille Samson

AA  PPrreevviieeww



Figure 1- Ancestral France showing the location of Artois in the north of the country

The northern French region known today as Pas-de-Calais corresponds roughly to the 
territories of Artois, Picardy, and Flanders between the 13th and 17th centuries. It was in
1237 that King Saint Louis (Louis IX), who had inherited part of this region, entrusted it 
to his brother Robert, the latter taking the name of Robert I of Artois. Thereafter, the 
boundaries of the territories changed according to the will of the many different leaders 
who succeeded: of England, of Burgundy, of the Germanic Empire, of the Spaniards 
established in the Netherlands. It was only in 1639 that the French succeeded in regaining 
the stronghold of Hesdin from the Spaniards and, in fact, of Artois, which was confirmed 
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by the Treaty of the Pyrenees in 1659. It was during this troubled period that the French 
couple Jean Robitaille and Martine Cormont raised the four sons: Jean, Nicolas, Pierre 
and Philippe who emigrated to America. They were born between 1642 and 1662. It is the 
story of these four Robitaille pioneers that is recounted in this book.
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This book tells the story of four brothers, sons of Jean 
Robitaille and Martine Cormont of France, Jean, Pierre, 
Nicolas, and Philippe, who came to settle in New 
France in the 17th Century. The first edition of the book,
published in 1987, was intended for my family. In 
response to numerous requests, this new edition review 
and update, with the collaboration of René, Jean, 
Florent, and Henriette, will be available progressively 
to the interested population on the website of the 
Robitaille family Association Inc.: www.robitaille.org

The preamble deals with the history of the family living 
in the Pas-de-Calais region in the north of France.
Chapter 1 presents the history of the first generation of 
Robitailles in North America, that is to say, of the four 
brothers, two of whom have offspring who are alive
today. Subsequent chapters, however, relate to my 
family and who are descendants of Pierre. He had many offspring; however, the other 
family branches are not included in this book.

Spelling variants are to be noted in the names of the wives of the three brothers who got 
married. To simplify reading and understanding, the names have been standardized based 
on those used in the contracts that were notarized and on contemporary usage. Thus, the
names used are the following; those in parentheses can be found in various documents:

For Jean’s wife, Marguerite Buletez (Bulté, Bultey, Burté, Bulty)
For Peter’s wife, Marie Maufay, (Maufait, Mauffet, Moffet)
For Philippe's wife, Madeleine Warren, (Houarine, Grizel, Otis).

The name Robitaille1 may derive from the first name Robert which in turn has produced 
several derivatives: Robin, Roby, Robineau. And “taille” means a hamlet or an ancient fief 
which was called La Taille: "a cut of wood." We might imagine that one of our ancestors, 
whose name was Robert, lived in a place called “La Taille”. On the other hand, “la taille”
was the name of a tax that was levied in France until 1789. “La taille” also referred to the
work done by tailors who worked with leather or stones. Perhaps one of our ancestors was
a tax collector, a leather worker, or a stone mason who built cathedrals. Today, there are 
Robitailles in the north of France, Robitaillies in southern France, and Robitaglies in
Florence, Italy. Are we descendants of Italians or has our name undergone changes over 
the years? Other research conducted since 1950 has contributed to our knowledge of the 
origin of the name.

1 Albert Douzt, Dictionnaire étymologique des noms de famille et prénoms de France, Larousse, Paris 1951

Figure 2- The author Lorraine Robitaille
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The etymology of the surname, Robitaille, in Europe includes several variants of the name. 
Compilations in France have shown that there are six branches of related families
(Robitaille, Robitaillé, Robitaillie, Robitaillié, Robitail, and L’Hôpital) as well as several
branches now non-existent or consisting of fewer than 50 people2.

Several other hypotheses have been put forward concerning the origin of the name: Italian3,
Artesian (i.e. from Artois), Basque, and Breton4, and even Viking5. In America6, especially 
in the United States, in addition to the name Robitaille, we encounter Rabitoy, Roberts, and 
several others of lesser importance, because of how difficult it is to pronounce the word 
“Robitaille” in English.

2 The Robitailleries, number 73, pp. 9 — 13.
3 The Robitailleries, number 74, pp. 5 — 7.
4 The Robitailleries, number 75, pp. 5 — 10.
5 The Robitailleries, number 85, p. 10.
6 The Robitailleries, number 76, pp. 6 — 10
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Meet Clément Robitaille circa 1924 with his wife 
Rosina Giard and what looks like their ten living 
children at that time. When this picture was ta-
ken, two of  their children were already de-
ceased: Théodore and Annette. 

Little Gabrielle, sitting on her mother's lap 
would also pass away in 1928.

Clément (1873-1932) is the son of  Charles-An-

toine Robitaille (1840-1904) and Mathilde Morin 
(1885-1920). Clément married Rosina Giard on 
May 1st 1906 in Saint-Sulpice, Québec.

Lawyer graduated from Laval University, in 
Québec City, Clément was elected MP for 
Maisonneuve riding at the federal level in 1921 
and sat continuously as a Liberal MP until his 
death on January 16, 1932.  (Source Wikipédia)

Maisonneuve MP

Children of Clément Robitaille and Rosina Giard

 Théodore, 1907-02-24 / died 1907-08-16
 Cécile, 1908-08-03
 Yvette, 1909-07-02
 Maurice, 1911-02-09
 Charles-Antoine, 1912-07-14
 Berthe, 1913-07-25
 Marie-Antoinette, 1914-07-10
 Annette, 1915-08-16 / died 1915-11-26
 Benjamin Théodore, 1916-12-27
 Marie-Jeanne, 1918-01-13
 René, 1922-01-23
 Gabrielle, 1924-01-15 / died 1928-01-19

Pedigree of Clément

I - Jean R. + Martine Cormont
m. in Artois, France, circa 1644

II - Pierre R. + Marie Maufay
m. Contrat Duquet, 1675-05-05

III - André R. + Marguerite Hamel
m. L Ancienne-Lorette, 1706-01-19

IV - Pierre R. + Marie-Geneviève Jourdain
m. L Ancienne-Lorette, 1732-01-15

V - Claude R. + Marie-Anne Gendron
m. Lanoraie, 1796-02-08

VI - Joseph R. + Thérèse Laviolette
m. Lavaltrie, 1837-11-28

VII - Charles R. + Mathilde Morin
m. St-Sulpice, L Assomption, 1865-02-06

VIII - Clément R. + Rosina Giard
m. St-Sulpice, L Assomption, 1906-05-01






