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Makivik Corporation

Makivik is the ethnic organization mandated to repre-
sent and promote the interests of Nunawvik. Its member-
shipis composed solely of Inuit beneficianies of the James
Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement (JBNQA)

Makivik's respansibility is to ensure the proper im-
plementation of the political, social, and cultural bene
fits of the Agreement, and to manage and invest the
monetary compensation so as to enable the Inuit to
become an integral part of the northern economy.

Makivik News is published quarterly by Makivik's Infor-
mation Department. It is distributed free of charge to
Inuit beneficiaries of the JBNQA

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarly
those of Makivik Corporation or its Executive

We welcome letters to the Editor, and submissions of
articles, artwork, or photographs. Please include your
full name, address, and telephone number.
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The first sheet of paper was made
by a Chinese man, Ts'ai Lun, in 105
A.D. Until the invention of synthetic
pigments, many centuries later, the
use of colour in the home, in cloth-
ing, and especially in documenta-
tion was a symbol of wealth.
Colours were originally produced
from natural sources such as berry
juice and minerals.

Nowadays with artificial pig-
ments so widely used, color has
become one of the most affordable
elements of design in the man-

made environ-
ment. Makivik
News is only too
aware, however,
that all colours
do not grow on
(or beneath)
trees, and with
wiser spending
in all Makivik
departments, we
have changed
the colour
scheme of our
magazine, be-
ginning with the
one you hold.

Our paper
(recycled/
coated) remains
the same, but is
now laid out in
duo tone. The
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Inuit Culture. Avataq is still the
“mother organization” in the promo-
tion of our Nunavik Inuit culture, as
more Inuit traditions are incorpo-
rated into the education system.
Musical culture was staged last Au-
gust in Inukjuak at the World Inuit
Artist Showcase. During the same
month, Kabloonak was the opening
movie at the Montreal Film Festival.
Meanwhile in Puvirnituk, a granite
monument was taking shape—Inuit
culture carved in stone.

In the spirit of Christmas we
have chosen this red to compliment
the black ink and white paper.
Peace and love to all. Happy
Holidays. >
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Mary Palliser, President of
the Avataq Cultural Institute
since August 1992, is seen
here inside the Inukjuak

museum. She wasre-elected |
AvataqPresident December |

2nd. Story and photos by
Bob Mesher. Drawings by
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Tumasie Kudluk, courtesy of f\ "

Avataq Cultural Institute.
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Avatac: Keeping
Culture Afloat
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As Tumusie Kudluk (1902 - 1989) illustrates in his
drawings, the avataq has sometimes been imitated,
avataq substitutes have been tried, but nothing has
proven better for the purposes that it was invented. Its
payload, the proverbial walrus, is a suitable metaphor for
the mandate that was set down for the Avataq Cultural
Institute at the first Elders Confer-

: ence in 1981. Over waves of tight-
ening budgets, crests of some-
times difficult bureaucracy, and a
continuing ebb of knowledgeable
Elders, the Institute still maintains
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a steadfast buoyancy.

This article intends to inform
readers of some responsibilities
and projects that the Cultural In-
stitute is credited with, many
samples of which are represented
in a rich collection of artworks by
Tumusie Kudluk. These illustra-
tions sit among the wealth of re-
sources in Avataq’s Inuit Pirusiit
Documentation Center.

For the benefit of Inuit, as
well as non-Inuit researchers, this
Documentation Center in Lachine
holds a substantial amount of in-
formation on Inuit culture such as
historical photographs, oral his-
torical data, a library of publica-
tions and archival materials, and
Nunavik Inuit art.

Tumusie Kudluk was one of the Inuit Elders attend-
ing that significant 1981 Elders Conference, which re-
sulted in a series of resolutions that Avataq workers still
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refer to when asked to explain their business. Concerns
that are listed on the Avatag agenda include the role of
Inuit Elders, traditional Inuit geographical and family
names, education in traditional skills, ancestral medical
and first aid practices, the recovery of Inuit materials and
artifacts from many sources, archeological exploration,
the preservation of Inuktitut, and other presentations of
Inuit culture, including clothing, literature, music, art,
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posters, books, films, and cultural exchanges.

Those who were at the 1994 Makivik AGM in Salluit
witnessed the presentation of an award to the late
Tumusie Kudluk for “his contribution to the preservation
of the Inuit culture,” which was accepted on his behalf by
Kangirsuk Mayor Joseph Nassak. At the time that Avataq
began collecting Tumusie Kudluk's materials, Makivik
Vice President Zebedee Nungak (who was there to
present the award on behalf of all JBNQA beneficiaries)
was the Vice President of Avataq Cultural Institute.

When asked by Makivik News about his involvement
in the acquisition of this important contribution, Zebedee
says, “Avataq was in its infancy at the time, and we
thought that it was a good idea to collect any sort of cul-
tural information from live sources. Because | was living
in Kangirsuk, and | knew Tumusie Kudiuk to be very ar-
tistic and very aware of cultural practices, | talked to him
and he agreed to produce some illustrations with some
commentary on anything and everything that he wanted
to make sure was left for history.”

Confirming what is evident in the artworks and writ-
ings, Zebedee explains that Tumusie was not only con-
cerned with the preservation of what historically distin-
guished the Inuit. He says, “This man also often had
commentaries to make on present conditions of life.”

Tumusie Kudluk’s daughter, Mary, remembers how
important it was for her father to teach about accident
prevention and survival skills, to promote the value of tra-
ditional Inuit social customs, and also to encourage peo-

AVATAQ COLLECTION: TK! B-86
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Avataq: Keeping Culture Afloat

ple to cultivate the enjoyment of life. “He was a
marvelous and wonderful father,” she says.

Tumusie Kudluk’s work has been displayed in a
number of American and Canadian galleries and muse-
ums. At Avataq, there is some academic analysis to ac-
company his works of art, in which we read that, by the
standards of mare serious collectors of “pure” Inuit art,
he “broke all the rules”. One Toronto Globe and Mail col-
umnist refers to him as, “something of an oddball”. An-
other critic writes, "My original intention was to show
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other (Kangirsuk) artists’ carvings to briefly explore a sty-
listic context for Tumusie in his community. However, |
discovered | was comparing apples and oranges which
demanded a lenience beyond my capability.”

The approximately 1400 Tumusie Kudluk drawings
document a large quantity of factual information and in-
structions as he witnessed things. One can see, for ex-
ample, when he draws the caribou on page 25, (B-75)
they are not pictures of what he imagines caribou to look
like, but rather they are studies of caribou that were done
by a man who knows their exact habits and posture.

But not only does he document essential cultural
and scientific information, his work is also a study of
human nature. The characters that he illustrates are com-
mon everyday Inuks with real life dilemmas and circum-
stances. In any case, some people have better luck than
others. Many can relate to both of the ptarmigan hunters
on page 44 (C-117) Here, the boy on top has an empty
knapsack, and the bird takes wing even before he can
get a shot at it. The boy on the bottom, however, already
has a heavy load of ptarmigan, and it looks as though he
will even get two more with a single shot. Again, on page
nine (C-19), one woman is catching plenty of large fish,
so the other women start to fish all around her. The rea-
son why they are not catching anything, according to the
artist, is because the fish are more attracted to the scent
of the lucky woman in the middle. See how their fishing
lines flick in the air as they all jig so quickly in frustration.

In spite of the hardships of life, and Tumusie Kudluk
was known to have his share, his ability to see, and
sometimes to invent humorous situations is evident in
much of his work. We don't know whether the young dog
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on page six (B-86), is deciding which piece of nikuk to
snatch, or if the drying meat is really hanging just a bit
too high to reach. The man in the drawing on page seven
(B-138) has outdone himself by catching such a large fish
and it is a struggle for him to balance his heavy load. In
many cases, Tumusie writes brief one-liners on the sur-
face of his drawings, but often he leaves them up to the
viewer to interpret, and one can easily think of a moral to
go with many of these illustrations.
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More From Taamusi Qumacq

Most are aware of the Inuktitut Dictionary that was pro-
duced by Taamusi Qumagq, but he was also responsible for
a collection of traditional Inuit clothing, manuscripts, and
other objects that he had stored in Puvirnituk’s now dilapi-
dated museum.

“He was a genius,” says Caroline Weetaltuk, who is fil-
ing the written information into a computer. “He seemed to

know everything.” Caroline finds that she is
learning a lot from this job.

“He went to all kinds of people, even in the
Northwest Territories (to get information), she
says, “He did not want the Inuktitut language to
be forgotten.” Besides a quantity of notes for the
production of his dictionary, Taamusi Qumaq has

— also written on a wide variety of subjects, such
as the human anatomy, kinship, and animal life.
Avatag's assistant archeologist, Tommy
Weetaluktuk, was with a team of conservators
from Quebec City that was in Puvirnituk to sal-
vage the materials last June. Many of the items,
such as fur clothing, were cleaned and properly
stored in another building.

Tommy explains, “His collection of tools and imple-
ments is unique in that we do not often find organic artifacts
in Nunavik (because they do not preserve well)”. The collec-
tion of artifacts, which comes mostly from a cache that was
discovered on an island near lvujivik, contains 1144 organic
: e tools, made of bone, ivory, and antlers.

. There are also 749 pieces that were
chipped out of stone and were used as
knife blades, end blades for harpoons,
and side blades for scrapers. These ar-
tifacts are dated back to the Late Dor-
set, and Thule periods.

Avataq has one year to do an in-
ventory of the material, identify each
object, and photograph them, before
they are returned to the community.
Tommy explains that Avataq plans to
make a publication of the work which
will show Taamusi Qumag's contribu-
tion to archeology.

LPAPS KGNS
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Avataq: Keeping Cuiture Afloat

AVATAQ COLLECTION: TKIC-19

If a picture is worth a thousand words, then the
Tumusie Kudluk collection is worth a library. His drawings
record such things as the fabrication of weapons and
other objects, hunting practices, respect for animals,
child education, genealogical data, arctic plant life, ma-
rine life, and the history of various trading posts. There is
a sense of urgency that comes through in his spontane-
ous use of drawing materials — an indication of his intent
to pass on knowledge that he feared, perhaps, would die
with the passing away of Elders.

'L I

.

This same sense of urgency is partly what motivates
the Avataq Cultural Institute to continue their work. As
Avataq's Cultural Development Manager, Barrie Gunn,
puts it, “Elders are slipping away with lots of intrinsic
knowledge which we will never know.”

To carry out their mandate, Avataqg’s annual core
funding adds up to less than $1 million, including a
$200,000.00 annual grant from Air Inuit, and about the
same amounts from the Ministry of Cultural Affairs and
from DIAND. They also receive a number of other educa-
tional and cultural grants.

In spite of what Avataq sees as a lack of funding,
though, it has an optimistic grip on some very important
plans, such as the creation of a museum for each com-
munity and a college in Nunavik where Inuit students can
learn about their own language and culture.

Lucy Grey, who now studies at a college in Montreal,
is from Kangirsuk. Like others from the community, she
remembers Tumusie Kudluk well. “He used to talk on the
FM every day, sometimes more than once in the same
day,” she remembers. “Now | kick myself for not listen-
ing. He really said valuable things but | never really paid
close attention,” Lucy regrets.

Tumusie Kudluk was chosen by Makivik News as
just one example of the information that Avatag has
collected and are continuing to conserve. Although the
Elders will not always be around to interview in person,
thanks to the Avataqg Cultural Institute, the treasure,
which is their knowledge, lives on for the benefit of
future generations. -
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Adamie Inukpuk poses with a
framed photograph of Allakarialak,
the man who originally portrayed
Nanook in the Robert Flaherty
documentary. Adamie plays the
leadroleinthe new film Kabloonak.
Story by Stephen Hendrie. This
photo by Bob Mesher.




‘;b _)Q_qb.

ADPOBT

ADc<"D*
C Qe Lode

Kabloonak: Preserving
Culture on Film

Cd"-\DL' oCl CScbLT “besaT DPPa NP <l
dpcbar 2° AcdPN o P JdNSPPL L
bERLEDYAIN 1920-- CScbcdbol™ o ot
AL ESEE . CdhPLS an® as™™de D]

JEGRNAEr s Wi s YRS dEE R S
BB Clos oA CPIPd b Clo. kb’g\l}rr
dbPN Ll Do*e oACNSYSI® 5>
APl e € CA®aD™ANL) 57 Cdlo

I cBRAME CHOB™PIMt 18 N[ Co® Qo'
4p® 4Ly bl Co'Ado %NS AoDA*a AS
P Q9P ¢ Aot ACINCBN=5Jd Ads. dedPn

SbALc Ao “o%bcel” %o AbAT> a0t AdPRS
P ADGd ™ 6° dhebPast b4t o fe M-
A8 N5,

dedaD5CD A CGcb® PNML-
&% AL BAaDlANHo,

drdboc™ AbsSA® Lodo 15-0°
PsrCo® i e sl Fail o S S
b odaDN=5d 1993-T A*Pa oL -62-
=Ims—ad. caLNne ArPa SDNE 5 :
AtPao*Lo" a 5a A*dC*® dD°e'b" -
4L, Qpcbart AcClar e AD°
dArAAc? <dD%cdlF o PrEDPLEYdS- £
A S SN RS Slnd [Fl~It-2 %0 AT S
ANUTF=5E, " AASANSESCANY Pads B
BELATY *BDS'erenbcoe BD®"

co B BAJA® JPICNPENLE do° LA

wgge _Zeddlr pe st dPebatAC

ba CI A*Pacbilos -62-M° PYdo

AL ST AaAdbNPdTa P ?dAC. PPde AP dd°

Abndd)<de dPc=DPNNJS AP e l<dbied* ™ o"
ol 50 Pdicecb b b<Aos 4D PN.
AL <Dl ln P PSI™ SR . o De Not
GLLAD e Pe PD™ CdA) deda ASD<ELSLE,

There is a scene in the new movie Kabloonak which
explains how filmaker Robert Flaherty simulated a seal
hunt in the famous 1920 documentary, Nanook of the
North. The scene shows Nanook, now played by Adamie
Inukpuk, struggling with a sealskin rope, and being
pulled towards a hole in the ice, pulling back, and being
pulled to the hole again. In Kabloonak the camera pans
back revealing Robert Flaherty, portrayed by Charles
Dance, turning the handle on his black and white 18mm
camera, and to his right, a group of Inuit men pulling on
the other end of the rope, which was simply passed un-
der the ice. Flaherty yells, “Cut!”, and the Inuit, Nanook
included, erupt in laughter at the craziness of a Qallunat
filming them pretending to catch a
seal.

It's a charming scene, halfway
through the movie, and very convinc-
ing. It was filmed on Frobisher Bay, 15
kilometers out of Iqaluit in January
1993 at -62°. At that temperature,
Celsius or Fahrenheit becomes irrel-
evant. The film crew became unrec-
ognizable as they piled on layers, and
closed up parka openings. Like aliens
with sunglasses, they had to ask each
other who they were talking to. “It be-
came a challenge,” says French
Director Claude Massot. “It was our
first day of filming in Canada, and it was
-62°, yet we developed a strong team spirit that we would
do it. Technically it was hard because the camera had to
travel, and pan, and we had to set up tracks for the cam-
era. It was the toughest day of filming for us, and it was a
little bizarre because the scene is essentially humorous.”

MAKIVIKNEWS
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Kabloonak is the story of how the famous documen-
tary film, Nanook of the North, was made in 1920 in Port
Harrison, (now called Inukjuak). It starred at the time,
Nanook, whose real name was Allakarialak. Robert
Flaherty, an American filmaker was the man who spent a
year in Port Harrison to make the film. When released, by
Pathé Films in 1922, it became a surprise hit in movie
houses in New York, London, Paris, and Moscow. Tragi-
cally, during its fame, Nanook died of starvation during a
period of famine.

The filmakers, Ima Productions of France, and
Bloom Films of Canada, tell this story with a great deal of
authenticity. As in the case of the original Nanook of the
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ds LA fls SLASORSAY  EE0 AP passion belongs to French Director Claude Massot, and
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been lost in modern urban cultures. “We try to recreate
this link with nature in Europe with the ecology move-
ment, but in these regions, the link with nature has never
been broken. It's in comparing our two cultures that we
can see what we have lost, and what other cultures like
the Inuit can teach us,” says Massot.

It is an entirely appropriate transition film for Massot.
It also allows him to pay homage to the first docu-
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Saying goodbye to Robert Flaherty at the end of the film as he
leaves to return to England

C'SerlepiChrAnt

mentarist, Robert Flaherty, and to do so in a region that
appeals to him. Uncompromising when it comes to de-
tails, Massot absolutely wanted to film entirely in the Arc-
tic, and to use only Inuit actors to portray Inuit in the film.
This sounds obvious, but others have tried to recreate
the Arctic in southern studio settings, and have used
Americans and Japanese to portray Inuit in past produc-
tions. The result is usually a caricature of the real thing.

Finding the real thing, as in finding an authentic
Nanook, became an obsession for the filmakers. In the
late 1980s, casting Director John Huston had success-
fully found eight of the nine main Inuit actors from vari-
ous parts of the NWT. But Nanook proved evasive, and
Massot in particular was fretting about ever finding the
right person. “You have to remember that Flaherty’s
Nanook became a bit of a legend in the cinema. We
couldn't settle for second best."”

Fate smiled on him. He was filming a short docu-
mentary in Inukjuak about Flaherty’s life, and heard that
Allakarialak’'s grandson, Adamie Inukpuk, looked a lot
like Nanook. Typically, Adamie Inukpuk was out hunting
at the time. The filmakers decided to stay in the commu-
nity to wait for him to return. They waited several days
and were ready to give up and leave. On the evening be-
fore their flight home, they saw a light in Adamie’s house,
quickly got dressed for the -40° weather, and went over
and knocked on his door.

“The door opened, and it was Nanook,” says
Massot. “It was really Nanook, not only physically, but we
saw right away, the smile, the expression, we were im-
mediately captivated by him. We explained our project to
him, our intention to make a film about his grandfather,
telling the story of his experience with Flaherty, and we
wanted to know if he would be interested in playing the
role of his grandfather. He didn’t hesitate for one second.
He said ‘Yes, of course,” and never changed his mind.”

It took until the winter of 1992 to start filming, which
was to be completed in three months in Russia. Home

MAKIVIK NEWS
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Nanook (Adamie Inukpuk) learns the technical aspects of filmaking from Flaherty (Charles Dance)
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base was an icebreaker, anchored not far from

Providenya. Adamie Inukpuk, his fourteen sled dogs, the
Inuit actors, Charles Dance and the supporting Engllsh
actors, and a crew of 200 dealt with the vagaries of
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Arctic weather to shoot the film. It was there that they
had reconstructed what Port Harrison looked like in the
1920s—a few shacks, trading posts, and many igloos. A
group of Inuit from Igloolik were hired just to make igloos.
Massot insisted on real igloos for the film “There is a
magical quality to the light inside a real igloo,” he says,
“When people speak, you can see their breath. You can’t
fake that in a studio.”

Adamie Inukpuk knows that well. When he tired of
life on board the Kiev icebreaker, he built his own igloo
nearby, and slept there. Inukpuk had to take a break from
his work as President of the Kativik School Board in or-
der to play the role of Nanook. Just as Allakariallak was
the quintessential Inuk of his day to portray the Inuit cul-
ture to the world, in many ways Adamie Inukpuk pos-
sesses the same qualities in the modern context. He is
comfortable dealing with issues pertaining to the educa-
tion system in 14 Inuit villages in northern Quebec,
spending long hours in meetings in the South. He is as
comfortable leaving Inukjuak with his dog team for an
extended hunt on the land.

Adamie had taught Inuit traditional skills to young
Inuit in Inukjuak. In some ways, his part in Kabloonak
does this on a grand scale. He is conscious of the role
the movie will have in preserving, and promoting tradi-
tional Inuit culture not only to southern audiences, but to

OF BLOOM FILMS
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STEPHEN HENDRIE

Inuit in the Arctic regions as well. “It shows Inuit, espe-
cially young Inuit people—because the fathers aren’t
able to tell their stories anymore—the culture and tradi-
tions. For example during the scene when we build an ig-
loo with a window, there is reflection from the sun to
brighten up the inside. We don’t know these things
anymore, so it helps a lot.”

Back in Russia, Adamie put up with long filming
days. They were limited by the weather. The storms in the
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Opening theMontreal International Film Festival in Montreal (L-R): Rita
Novalinga, Adamie Inukpuk, Charles Dance, Pierre Gendron, Claude Massot

film are real storms, recognizable as such by northerners.
White-outs, however, are beyond storms, and forced the
crew to stop filming at times. As did the early spring that
arrived in the Bering straight in 1992. Although the cast
and crew chased the -40 temperatures as far north as
they could to continue filming, at one point they were
forced to stop. With no money left, and an unfinished
film, Massot was discouraged. It was at this stage that
Bloom Films of Montreal entered the project and saved
the picture.

“We had 23 days to complete the picture in
Canada,” says Massot. “All the actors were back, we had
a new crew, and only 23 days to do what would normally
take 28.” They stayed in lgaluit, and filmed on Frobisher
Bay, 15 kilometers from town. The film was completed in
Montreal after that, with sound dubbing, some sub-titles
added, credits, music, and editing. Inuit living in the
Montreal area were used to add ambiance in some of the
scenes inside igloos, or the trading posts for example.
Lisa Epoo and her children Johnathan, and Andrew re-
member being in the sound studio trying to get moti-
vated to be excited in order to add some background
talking. Lisa says she has seen the movie twice now, with
her husband Daniel Epoo, Makivik's Corporate Secretary.

It had its North American premiere as the opening
film of the Montreal World Film Festival on August 25th.
Shortly afterards, Makivik's President Simeonie
Nalukturuk, and his wife Alacie, First Vice-President
Zebedee Nungak, Willie Adams, and Inukjuak Mayor
Jobie Epoo attended a special screening for the Montreal
crew at which Director Claude Massot attended. Follow-
ing the screening, Zebedee and Jobie walked up to
Massot, shook his hand, and gave the film the Inuit seal
of approval. “We could feel the weather,” they said jok-
ingly, but sincerely. Massot was touched. The French
premiere is planned for January 18th. As usual, the North
will have to wait for the video release, expected in
February 1995. 5
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Elisapee Inukpuk provides a learning
experience for these girls who
observe how Inuitdolls are made. Story
and photos by Bob Mesher.
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Iinuit Culture

as Taught

ALDC—I;QH'\OLL—‘QO‘:“ ASTPC cn®oc® AsA

I he process of incorporating the essence of Inuit Cul-

Ao di? N LE As%a Ao oa DT AchAc*d ture into all aspects of Nunavik’s education system is a
4APPLPN*L o CAL™LS PO b LA a >, constant priority. Nearly all curriculum materials and les-
A S e DN A TP T NAS AN ey Sa CarlLB son plans that were first employed in the formal educa-

ACBBPLY Ac*odab® d*P/LDo"bec oACH-

tion system were developed from the viewpoint of other

FL2E Cdaoc™MNJ° ddda® AS™dAeC “bbrdlL<"" cultures who had “discovered” the Inuit. In fact, when
ArpEoPose = CITIPRE A At MY, bl two peoples meet, it is as much of a discovery for one
DbECH> NS, ) group as it is for the other.

ActicdEHAT - SAMNEP € AN oM bacicl- With courses and subject material being produced
o d IR G 0 & R eSS A e KD by regional organizations, Inuit
(g€ =<12E  otlFic"™ AL o, learners are gaining possession
Ach=s DPPE€-c<4d/N® bbPJlMar- of their own point of view, and
- [ ot SN R el RGN TR o o B students are making interesting
Ac A%a.*M b oA LPND< A oA discoveries of their own culture.
As*dP*LC DPbPAdNCP o Lo Ac- Here are highlights of just some
Hio=dt. of the situations in which Inuit

bA=SCEBLS o b dlL=R o culture is given strong meaning
e N I e S R IR e W through education.

CclLo® oad\'l NM><ac, LPEArS,

Prompted by findings of

bAA® beLIMS, bNA* Ac cdo- the Nunavik Educational Task
cnc %, <d€Cdo’® <L _oad\‘l Force, members of five Nunavik
INALD NS APLES - bNPLD organizations — Makivik, KRG,
BAAN® ActodeTt bIPNPo I KSB, Avataqg, and the Nunavik
<o ANo*. AAAN® 101 ALAMCPR-Z Constitutional Committee—
NNB<a D<o bBrLTN° DLNPP-8 have united to form the Educa-
N*L*a (e doJo 19920-Clo) QL o5& tion Implementation Planning
bAA* Ac*ocdocnocbPs ‘bPrLP-8 Group. From the 101 recom-
LBAM =gt Codo"L ALAP<?-< mendations found in the Task

NNB<nbb <o, C'd<d <o ANCE
JELTb>C ADPR-N I e Ac o

Force Report, (Silatunirmut,
1992) and a KSB study of these

doB< 4%PPLPN*Lo" JG*o NP N=5d A€-crP- recommendations, the Group aims to improve the sys-
fESPES of oo NGl Acht. tem, developing it even more specifically for the benefit
Le <S¢ bNADS DJPULNPArED: DSBS, of Nunavik students.

A5BdP T DA T Ac*o<dPNot. APP° b diPds
P e et ool oa P oo Nyt e

Sala Padlayat is KSB's Coordinator of Language,
Culture, and Religion Programs. Boys and girls in all
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A ten-day (80-hour) course on hide tanning was given once
more last fall, this time in Puvirnitug and Inukjuak. Previously, the
course was managed solely by KSB, but this year the budget for
the course was handed to Avatag. The tanning lessons were co-
ordinated within KRG's Traditional Skills Training Program.

It was the third trip to Nunavik for tanning instructor Gaston
Brassard, a trapper and big game hunters’ guide from St-
Methode. He says that at first some Inuit women found it kind
of unusual that a man would be so involved in this type of
work. Where he comes from, he says, handling animal skins
in this way is traditionally a man'’s job, although this trend is
changing.

The “basically 3-step process” has proven to be suc-
cessful with all types of skins, incuding seal, muskrat, wolf,
caribou, dog, fox, mink, lemming, goose head, and polar
bear. Using the same techniques, Brassard has also tanned
some more exotic skins, like boa snake, tiger, and yak.

As a rule, Inuit have not often tanned animal hides, but
curing in this way yields a more salable product to markets
outside the region. One idea behind the program is to create
a network of interested Inuit in Nunavik to operate a commer-
cial business.

“In the late 1980s and early '90s, tanning almost died out
in the South,” says Brassard. He explains that the market is
now picking up, as Europeans are fond of certain genuine
animal skins.

One possibility is to cure the potential number of seal
and caribou pelts from Inter-Community Trade harvests.
Brassard thinks that skins could possibly also be imported
from other regions, such as the Northwest Territories.

LPABS JnGeu (8
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AoA AS5PIPL AN CDoLJC Inuit Culture as Taught

Ao dICE AN DS, AL A=Y, "A s%al Acte- Nunavik communities take culture classes. She says,
ARNE A 3N Aad e Ch™%. Acble® Ach <D “Not all lessons are hands-on activities. Sometimes they
AelNS PATenRCM o=, | DRLeB oMt Adpds” learn Inuit values, based on social life."”

AL ARSBPYAPNDCLC CLSdd, Le When asked about the success of these lessons,
ALACS™, “bbprL<ds Ach™BCPL<S Ka ®J<dPNtL- Sala explains, “We have known past students who have
PP, A M5 Q¥ ANMWANE bl <Nt become good carvers, some of them have become

be < 5 (BT da), bN&* Actc<ocnebt ABCIBT' Actcdlihebledt IPIANAE Achde APP'et ABADWT
ActedAN'Pirat. od'6<¢ (WDIMde-Ce"ALS): PAA WLt <A ‘bbb, CU¢ IL¢. CAAN oAD', AL'<* Abs', be

A<, sl btoY, be <AbSI;

Sala Padlayat (leff) KSB s Culture Program Coordinator, poses here with the boys culture teachers. Standing (left to ngh):Stevie Qumarluk, Jobie

Katchaka, Thomusi Tumasie, Davidee Niviaxie, Inukpuk Echalook, Johnnie Akpakatak, Morman Hubloo, and Johnny Papigatuk
A5 dfaAS TAYNtLa™ANt, (Achie T knowledgeable hunters, and some girls have become ex-
Ac*o 44T Q3E*bMa=5)." Cd*ad™ Ac Sier™ cellent seamstresses, (learning from the school and from
ADNbrd®*L APWANT® AcPoT® AJLc*J" Acho parents).” She sees the duty of education very much as

bA“SAJNP Ao AP KN W Lot Ne AD°CH -
(2 Erder L NAal 5™ PATEERe T Ach
WeDiASe A MEE P M

L b R R e | | L P ﬂ%ﬁ‘o_?ﬂ‘f"c‘l
AcKNiabe b MEPeSkwt | <¥auf)%  AALLD™
NP EEISa Rl AsPdEEl A sAS AchiaD
Asda-DN*a®. Asd™ Aol SALe. ALASD®
CdEaaa PP Ha T MIADY . Atdd® ¥ eNdS,
BAlLE 551 ADPRDANeDS Bel~s bbrL-
aoAT P, PBPPaCAS AsMdAT® A HMNSY
igale=rulS =t T DNe e Nad o N s V%2l 0
dDSe-b MY ‘oo™ Cdia oMo’ a'letMNe® 4L
N BPNEDE s PaD L CdtanNeta el ™
A 1 g B ] o S W B

<P osdo AC SN, bR de 2Dt Ak
ALt AT B AN (Gd5 D™ aP  AALELE
b LoD APdds, AcPPLYTo® ALS™dPT® Ach'do
AKAT A% bI)A*andc® bChoPo *b*IA%a™.
“Spp L LYID% AE s Pirdl® <>MME bt
AQ¥a Adn i, AallEs Pondlt" Al AcI™ “As™d-

AVATAQ CO

2 AN PLo 2 4D h YA b AchieN* o5 a way to plant a seed of interest in students and to en-
4¢d s P<IS%0-d" Nalp SE D~ bNaD- courage its growth. Sala guards against too much repeti-
ARSI PR SO, AR 2D et tion that might turn students away from being inquisitive.
A D08 A<l dddh'T 5. ASSNML “bPALAdie™ Shiela Watt-Cloutier coordinates the efforts of the
ho-sd® Al do"NAS AbDSe Ao°ND° D*Leb A N® Education Implementation Planning Group. She feels
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AoA AL®HP*L AcKNCDo™LJC

A AN QPP dnd®a L L0 Achs A<LD LMot that it is impossible to learn Inuit culture solely in a
d<4A*a P ac o 0o, BPONPLY, Ach® Ac <od2" classroom setting. One’s culture is all—encompassmg.
oa D A€-cdPLo*o® oa*loc"s. AcKNAl She finds, “If you define culture in a much bigger way,
AchDE AcTi<AMN® Felm Achio ™ b Aco- that goes beyond the traditional skills or the land skills,
decneg™ Ac VW< edie s Achile [ <dDSLbe- then you talk about culture as a means of the commu-
KM > e hMJS  AwNINSlE, nity — as a means of our Inuit spirit — as a means of

Préds LPEND< DRFEY*E CdtandNSal* A%ac” how we see ourselves and what our value systems are,

<ot ADAIBY ActodNidadt ActedNd BNN“5M AcDob<lr3® bOARP*WIPN 5d d°<dl. Jipde )’ (WBrde-Cc*Adot):
< PA *, d Y, For Idb. PNMa©D 1 P 28 ) CA*a™, 4o dcAd, P47
da< d-Las LP 1 iagh

Girls culture teachers also attended the early October pedagogical days in Kuujjuaq. Back row (left to right): Pasha Oweetaluktuk, Alicie Tookteo, and Minnie
Margan. Middle row: Mary Tumasie, Maggie Saluaksiak, and Maggie Cain. Front row: Maggie Kiatainaq, Annie Alayco, Siasi Snowball, and Maggie Qisiig

AcS AT >DRA° AchAd*Le, AchAr dAC including our attitudes towards ourselves, towards
™MD bAdPPL D E® <N o DY dbepbl o others, and towards life.”

Potbd A, PALDA® ac"dee bR APl o Paulusie Weetaluktuk, a KSB post secondary stu-
NSNS 4°AP*a DN s 5. dAC AcleBNeP- dent, is studying to be an aircraft pilot. He sees that

besides the heart-felt benefit of knowing his roots, what
he has learned in culture classes may mean survival if he
is ever in a crash. “l will know how to build an igloo, how

1A, to go out hunting, and what to look for,” he says, “I think
| f4ar Oy the culture classes were a positive learning experience.”
Lo ¥ Another pilot project, which KSB got off the ground

i last September, involves secondary students in Inukjuak

‘ ‘ and Akulivik. The purpose is to find out to what extent

v AR 4 more hours of Inuit-based teaching, during preferred
L2 e time periods, will increase student interest and motiva-
tion. Students in the program, for example, are learning

—Hp
o

Ee f N Nunavik History and Geography. Classroom lessons
; k{r_., sometimes combine outdoor excursions. The Board is
L (1) also learning ways to teach further secondary-level sub-

o = | jects using Inuktitut.
'éj" S i On the morning that Makivik News observed an
E & Innalik School secondary-one class, teacher Ida Ningiuk
had invited Pasha Nowra in to share some of her recol-
lections. The group of young teenagers were captivated
BEEMS ad Nt Yo M- o Ao LAt by her accounts of famine and perseverance. |lda simul-
Dbl o AoNDS DD AcLAJNT S, taneously incorporated some words from the Elder’s

Ach® o'l dDA*abP*ac D% “baCbHNJS story into an Inuktitut vocabulary lesson.

Lpab< Ngenst (20
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Ida Ningiuk and her students listen to stories told by Pasha Nowra

abb.
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Histaric photos are now available to students on CD ROM
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Inuit Culture as Taught

QUPAAS BNAE Ac

cdocne'l Aoh
BOSPNBAe  APASSLEN.
Evaluating KSB's Inuit studies pilot project

Students in Nunavik now have computer access to
1000 historical photographs, which were selected by
KSB Inuit culture teachers from the Avataq collection.
The images are stored on CD ROM as a joint effort in-
volving KSB, Avataq, and Nutaag Media of Montreal.
Promoters of the technological collection see it as an in-
teresting way to provide important information to stu-
dents and, in some cases, are like a family photo album.
ages are classified into themes and captioned in
Inuktitut, English, and French.

All schools in Nunavik have the technology to make
good use of this collection. The photos are to encourage
students to experiment with computer manipulation pro-
grams. Recognizable printouts of the images can also be
taken home for family discussions.

Some information about the photographs was not
available to Avataq at the time of production. They ask
anyone viewing these images to contribute any missing
details that they have to add to the collection. Instruc-
tions for this will appear on the computer screen.

There are other unheralded situations in which Inuit
are living and learning their own culture. Radio, televi-
sion, traditional seasonal activities, and daily social inter-
action culminate with classroom experience. Those offi-
cially involved in the development of valid, useful, and at-
tractive cultural programs respect it as a time-consuming
process. But — we're getting there! -
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Peter Boy Ittukalak carv-

- ing the cover design of

. Taamusi Qumagq’s dic-

tionary into his granite

masterpiece of a mother

and her child. Story and
photos by Bob Mesher.
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Puvirnituk’'s
Monumental Masterpiece

Near the Puvirnitug River some helpful children carry
bucket fulls of berry containers out to the canoes where
family members of all ages are getting ready for a day out
on the land. Up on the road, two girls try to ride a bicy-
cle, double, over a slope that they know is too steep, but
still they try. A matted husky dog prances along behind
them as if they are hard to keep up with. And at the ball
field a group of teenage boys approach a high wire
fence, hop over it, and continue on without changing the
rhythm of their pace.

It's Saturday, and the cool outdoors is brimming with
the freshness of autumn, following a late September
week of gusty dull weather. But unlike many, Peter Boy
Ittukalak is not going with anybody to pick berries or to
hunt for a caribou.

His Honda is parked beside the giant woman and
her child that he has been freeing from the twelve tons of
granite which was delivered by ship from the Saguenay/
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SRR, LU
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b AC~oe = 56 PSS AN b Y Sadile Saolo.
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AN =) =] C P N&o- workshop during the project
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This mildewed diagram of first cuts made into the granite hung on the wall of his

Lac St-Jean Region more
than a year ago. The
nearly 8-foot-tall sculpture
depicts a mother with a
book in one hand, leading
her boy off to somewhere
important with the other.
The wondering child car-
ries a copy of the Inuktitut
dictionary that was com-
piled by Tamusi Qumak.
The sculptor has been
staying awake long hours
lately, contemplating
whether the syllabics on
the cover of “Puvirnituk’s
first dictionary” should be
carved in low relief or in-
cised into the granite sur-
face. His decision is the
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former and there is no
turning back.

Peter Boy’s protective outfit and the hypnotic drone
of an air compressor coming from his tiny workshop
makes it hard for him to sense observers right away. The
outdoor workspace is covered by a plywood platform
that keeps his tools from landing in the sand. The area is
banked up with flat-sided pebbles, like crushed gravel. “I
chipped every one of them,” he realizes.

He has taken part in snow sculpture competitions in
Quebec City and Japan, and has also traveled to other
places, demonstrating the art of soapstone carving, most
recently in France.

Aipilie Kenuayuak, principal of the brand new
Iguarsivik School, explained that the funding for this
project, (Nunavik’s first sculpted granite monument) was
made available by a policy which requires one percent of
the budget for any Québec Government-sponsored
building to support the fine arts. A local Art Budget Com-
mittee was formed, and voted to have a monument res-
urrected outside of the school, rather than to purchase a
larger collection of smaller works.
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A competition was held to see who would do the
work. The proposed soapstone maquettes for the con-
test had to fit within certain physical dimensions; they
had to have an educational theme depicting an aspect of
traditional Inuit culture; and the form had to be simplified,
without too much fine detail or any easily breakable ap-
pendages.

The Principal, himself an accomplished carver, was
in the group that chose the winning carving from six po-
tential works. “It was not difficult to choose (Peter Boy's
carving),” he told Makivik News. “It was obvious that this
was the right one. We didn’t even have to vote, it was so
obvious.”

Adorning a comfortable reading space in the
entrance of the school is a ceramic mural, based on a
drawing by Peter Qauritaiyuk, as well as a wooden and
glass qullig-shaped table made by Jacques Cyr. These
were also commissioned from the same budget.

Pascale Archambault, a stone sculptor from Mon-
treal, arranged for the equipment and large rock to be
delivered to Puvirnitug. She also worked with Peter for
six weeks at the beginning of the project, familiarizing
him with the hard medium and training him to use the
grinders and special pneumatic tools. The sculpting
tools are staying in the community, available for future
stone carving. In some parts of the world, granite sculp-
ture has proven to withstand millenniums of exposure to
the elements.

Some of the excitement that was in Puvirnitug when
the huge block of granite first arrived is fueled again now
that the sculpting process is at an end. Aani Palliser-
Tulugak says, “When | see that (monument), | think of all
the big important buildings down south. It makes me feel
that we have an important building in this community
also.”

When asked how the subjects in the work made her
feel, she says: “It makes me remember that, as women,
we have to be concerned about our childrens’ education.
| think that it shows very well how important a mother is
to a child. We need to talk to our children and be
involved.”

The new school is certainly an important building,
and nobody is more proud of it than the Vice-Principal,
Claude Vallieres. He was first introduced to Puvirnitug in
1970, and has been a teacher there since 1978.

Vallieres takes a lot of satisfaction in the fact that,
“from the very beginning, when we first started to think
about the new school it was really a community project.”
A Construction Committee, including school administra-
tors, teachers, support staff, and parents worked closely
with the Kativik School Board and the architect through-
out planning and construction.

“We made major changes (to the original blueprints)
from the very beginning,” he says. Working within the
obtainable 3,393 square meters of floor space, their first
priority was to have a building that would best accom-
modate its users: elementary and secondary students
who are taught in three separate languages. “The needs
of kindergarten students is not the same as the needs of
secondary five students,” Valliéres explains.

Besides other modern qualities, Iguarsivik School
boasts a special classroom for the hearing impaired, an
elevator for the physically handicapped, a two-floor
library, and a large art room that can be divided in two by
a folding wall. One side of the building is prepared for an
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extension that he thinks will be needed soon, in view of
Puvirnituk’s growing population.

Mayor Noah Adamie Qumalluk is one of Puvirnituk's
renowned soapstone carvers. From his past experience
of trying to sculpt from harder rock, he is especially im-
pressed with Peter Boy's work. When asked about his
convictions as an artist, he explains, “An (Inuk) artist un-
derstands his environment—the ways of the animals, the
ways of living out on the tundra, even in the communi-
ties; he understands what's around him.”

Noah-Adamie thinks that it is important to spend
time in the environment outside of the community, “to
learn our traditions and lifestyle; surviving in the North.”
He adds, “The artist creates something that he has seen,
that he has experienced, and that he has learned from
his parents.”

He has taught Inuit language and culture for ten
years before his election to the position of mayor and is
very pleased with the new school. He hopes that this
“masterpiece done by a local Inuk” will help to motivate
students to be creative.

A large forklift from the last ship of the season was
supposed to raise the heavy monument up onto its con-
crete pedestal. Unfortunately, there were no straps in the
community strong enough to hold the weight and the
plan is called off for now. It is not likely that the carving
will be mounted permanently in place until the 1995 ship-
ping season.

An unveiling of the work will mark the official open-
ing of Iguarsivik School. This new school is the result of
years of planning and concessions among the commu-
nity, the government, and the school board. Throughout
these talks, a number of key Elders — who have since
passed away — have devoted their efforts to providing
only the best in education for their grandchildren. These
include Allie Kanayuk, Tamusi Qumak, Dora Sallualuk,
and Paulusie Sivuak.

Peter Boy Ittukalak started to learn about carving
from his grandfather when he was only four. Throughout
his time on the project he would spend mornings at
home, baby-sitting. Then he was off to work on the
monument. But with his two granite people completed,
greeting all to the main entrance of Iguarsivik School, he
will have more time for hunting. He will also have more
time to develop his artistic expressions in soapstone or
maybe even in some other materials. In any case, this
landmark achievement will certainly influence the pro-
duction of contemporary Inuit art, especially from
Puvirnitug. =
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Yup’'lk Chuna Mcintyre from
Alaska performs a drum dance
accompanied by Marie Meade,
during the World Inuit Artist’s
Showcase held in Inukjuak
August 4-5, 1994. Story and
Photos by Stephen Hendrie.
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In early August, during two nights filled with music and
wonder, a stage lit with multicoloured lights vibrated with
talent in Inukjuak. Billed as the World Inuit Artists Show-
case, the two shows were designed to gather Inuit artists
from Nunavik, Nunavut, Alaska, and Greenland. For
Inukjuak residents the concerts divided the summer in
two. People returned from their camps to attend, not
wanting to miss the spectacle.

The Inukjuak Artist's Association had worked for
months to put together the funding, invite artists from all
over the Arctic, and gather the
equipment needed to host such an
event. Although a few pieces of
~ , lighting equipment were stuck en-
route, the artists had arrived, which
is what mattered most.

The performers included a pair
of traditional Yup'ik drum dancers
from Alaska, a classical violinist
from Fairbanks, a trio of Inuit folk
singers from Nuuk, the Takuginai
puppets from IBC, throat singers
from Inukjuak, Inuit pop rock four-
some Tuniit from Arctic Bay, Charlie
Ekho and his new CD from lqaluit,
the Chief of Police from Puvirnitug
on electronic keyboard accompa-
nied by his sister, fiddler Charlie
Tumic from Umiujaq, rock groups
from Inukjuak, and a drama group from Pond Inlet. Alto-
gether they lived up to the promotor’s vision of a show-
case of Inuit talent.

It should be remembered that a concert of such
magnitude had never been attempted before in Inukjuak,
including the idea of selling tickets ($25 each). But this

MAKIVIK NEWS
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proved to be no obstacle, and the first night, the Inalik
school gymnasium was packed with about 1000 eager
concert-goers. Following welcoming remarks by the
Inukjuak Artist’s Association President Johnny Naktialuk,
an opening prayer, and official remarks by Mayor Jobie
Epoo, the Charlie Igaluk Band from Inukjuak took to the
stage and warmed up the crowd.

Charlie’'s band has been together for about three
years. One of the songs they sang was called Nunavut,
referring to the land and the environment, not the new
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political Territory. “The point of the song,” says Charlie,
“is that we should be easier on the environment because
it's being contaminated.” Their style of music is folk rock,
with a strong emphasis on vocals. Band members in-
clude Charlie lgaluk on guitars and vocals, Mina
Nastapoka on vocals, drummer Eric Atagotaaluk, Paul
Kasudluak on guitar, Jolly Aculiak on keyboards, and
Jobie Oweetaluktuk on bass. The Inukjuak based group
was instrumental in organizing the concert as well.

One thing is clearly evident from observing Inuit per-
formers in the past few years: electronic instruments are
very popular. Keyboards, especially have taken root in
many homes. It is not uncommon to visit a home and see
young people playing a Casio and a Yamaha keyboard at
the same time. Similarly, electronic drum machines are
also popular, as are electronic guitar effects pedals.

The second group to perform—Tuniit from Arctic
Bay—used a drum machine, and a multiple electric gui-
tar effects unit to create a unique pop music sound.
Lucas Attagutsiak played bass, Noah Qaqgqasiq handled
the guitar and pedal unit, Harry lyerak sang lead vocals
and played some percussion, while Lucy Qagqasig han-
dled back-up vocals and tambourine. At times sounding
like the Roxette of the Arctic, the foursome sang ener-
getic songs about fairly existential topics. After their per-
formance, Lucas explained some of the songs.
“Quyanamik means ‘thank you'. Sometimes we lose
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Inuit Talent on Display

hope, we feel weak. It's a song about individual human
beings. We thought people would relate to it, gain self-
esteem, and become stronger.” The other members of
the group nodded intently, all absorbed with the inter-
view. It's clear from talking with the foursome that in their
community of Arctic Bay, they have experienced the
roller coaster of emotions and experiences Inuit youth
face across the Arctic. That they converted these experi-
ences into such positive messages, and such terrific pop
music is indeed a gift. Their second song of the evening
was called Opagasaqg, which they explained as meaning

T—unut 1-rarr_\ Arclr;: BLay tlL—RJ Lucas Ana;;ulsnak, Harry lyerak, Lucy Qaqggasiq,
Noah Qaqqgasiq

their destination in heaven. We hope that one of their

destinations on earth will be a recording studio, so that

they’ll share their music with the world.

Tuniit were followed on stage by the child pleasing
Takuginai puppets of IBC fame, and more traditional per-
formers such as Leah Surusila, on accordion (with back-
up from members of the Charlie Igaluk band). Leah’s
melodies made the crowd hoot and holler with delight,
and caused a few to dance in front of the stage. Iqaluit’s
singing sensation Jimmy Ekho, who is quickly making a
name for himself, sang the title song from his new CD
Guti after that. He even threw out copies of the CD to the
cheering crowd. A vocal group from Pond Inlet featuring
six female vocalists impressed the audience with their
harmonies, and traditional rhythm chants, some accom-
panied by ball tossing, and hand clapping.

Throat singers, young and old performed as well.
The young generation were represented by Annie K.
Alaku and Sarah Sivuaraapik, who have traveled far and
wide, notably to Europe to perform. They were followed
by veterans Mary Patsauqg-lgaluk and Nellie Echalook,
recently featured in an episode of On The Road Again.
Both groups were from Inukjuak.

Taakku, the all-male trio from Greenland, were a real
discovery for the Inukjuak crowd. With a pair of acoustic
guitars, and three voices, the sound was very definately
folk-rock. And with that, accompanying political mes-
sages of cultural erosion in Greenland, national con-
sciousness, and the beauty of the land. The three men,
Miki Jacobsen, Pavia Lumholt, and Kunuk Platou are
multi-talented. Miki is an accomplished artist, Kunuk
draws cartoons, and Pavia is a medical student in
Denmark. They were very well received by the crowd on
both nights, and displayed some of their artwork on the
walls around the gymnasium.

Waiting patiently for his turn both nights was Johnny
Oovaut and Rhoda Ezekiel. Johnny is the Chief of Police

MAKIVIK NEWS
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in Puvirnitug. He's a big guy with a big heart. Originally
from Quagtag, he sings gospel songs about life issues.
He says when people tell him his songs helped prevent a
suicide, that inspires him. Accompanied by Rhoda
Ezekiel on vocals, Johnny and his Yamaha PSR510 are a
one-man band. He programs his keyboard with drums,
bass, and other instruments. He has recorded a few
songs with the CBC in 1991, and looks forward to the
opportunity to record again.

Keeping in mind that the concert was a showcase of
talent, the two performing acts from Alaska stood out
from the rest for many reasons. One was a traditional
drum dance and chant act, while the other was a solo
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Creating the Music

Chariie Adams creates his music early in the morning.
He likes to be alone, in the living room, at 5 a.m. “People
are still sleeping. It's great to see the world when the sun
is coming up, that is what is inspiring,” says Charlie.

His motivation to create is certainly not money, he
says with a trace of frustration. He is
motivated by the notion that he is do-
ing something to preserve Inuit cul-
ture. “I know one day we might lose
our language,” he begins, “So |
thought if | sang about it, and sang
about our way of living, our Igends, or
our dreams, maybe | could help.”

Charlie has been recording since
1975 when he produced a six-song
45 at the CBC studios in Toronto. He
has recorded three albums since
then: Minstrel On Ice, Charlie Adams,
and Piruvit. In all, he has recorded
over 30 songs, and written more than 100.

His most famous song, Ouwasuppunga has be-
come the Inuit national anthem. It is traditionally played
at the end of concerts. He wrote it to help those who are
thinking about suicide. The song is an antidote to those
feelings, as its message is simply, “I'm happy to be
alive.”

Charlie has heard stories that
people have turned away from sui-
cide after hearing the song on the ra-
dio. Children come up to Charlie
when he travels and sing the song to
him. Even Charlie Arngak, the Mayor
of Kangigsujjuag went up to Charlie
in Kuujjuag one time, and instead of
shaking his hand, sang
Quviasuppunga.

Curiously, Charlie wrote it in
1985 while stranded in Kuujjuaraapik
waiting for a plane. When he found
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Invit Talent on Display

violin performance.

Heidi Senugetuk, of Fairbanks Alaska performed on
the second night only, and truly capitvated the crowd.
She walked out with a violin for what many must have
thought would be a performance of fiddle music. Instead,
dressed in formal evening clothes, she explained what
she was about to perform, and looking intently at her
music stand, paused as a slience crept over the room,
and then launced into some of the Caprice Variations by
George Rochberg. The modern classical music some-
times jolted listeners with its sudden sharp high pitched
bursts, the kind of violin heard on the soundtrack of a
suspense movie. The audience reacted en masse with a
loud “aaaaah” sound, or laughter. But they listened at-
tentively. She also played a
piece accompanied by Real
Veilleux of Inukjuak com-
posed for her in June by Elliot
Miles McKinley called Waltz
for Heidi.

It was with great antici-
pation that the audience re-
ceived the duo from Alaska
Chuna Mclintyre and Marie
Meade, in a group called the
Numamta Yup’'lk Dancers,
from Nunapicuaq, Alaska.
Dressed in tradtional Yup'lk
ceremonial parkas, Marie car-
ried the drum, while Chuna
followed slowly, his head
covered. He explained the
songs in English while Marie
kept up a low, steady rythym
on the drum, and then
launched into the dance with
great drama, arms flailing, in
a crouched position, head turning from side to side, wav-
ing hand pieces decorated with long hairs from the cari-
bou throat in winter. Each song performed included vari-
ous costume changes. The performance began with both
wearing full ceremonial parka, but with each song,
accessories come and go.

Offstage, they talk about the significance of colours
used as trim on the parka, and kamigs—red and blue
beads. The blue signifies the sky and the ocean, while
red is the blood of the mother. Marie explains that the
tassels on her kamiks are pretend flies, they are to re-
mind them of the summer during the winter months.
Marie is a language specialist who teaches at the Univer-
sity of Anchorage, while Chuna's passion is the Yup’'lk
culture, and the restoration of the culture to a new
museum in their home village. He has traveled to many
European museums to discover authentic artifacts taken
from the Alaskan shores.

An appropriate end to the two evenings of perform-
ances was provided by Charlie Adams, a veteran Arctic
performer from Inukjuak. Backed up by Jobie
Oweetaluktuk on bass, and Johnny Naktialuk on Drums,
Adams had the crowd singing along with him. His song,
Quviasuppunga, one of the best known tunes in the
Arctic, was used as the grand finale of the Showcase,
one in which all artists were presented on stage by
organizer Johnny Naktialuk, and then sang in unison
Quviasuppunga — life is beautiful. -
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Constitutionally

The last time we published this column was exactly
two years ago (Makivik News #25, Winter 1992/93). The
Charlottetown Accord had died a miserable death in a re-
sounding ‘No’ vote nation-wide, save for the Inuit Arctic
region, where the opinion was overwhelmingly on the
‘Yes’ side. “Yes, we want a renewed Canada,” the Inuit
said in unison. So the debate is back, in another guise,
though not so unfamiliar that we can’t recognise it.

To re-cap. Charlottetown was voted down in Octo-
ber 1992 in a national referendum. The federal Tories
went down to the worst electoral defeat in Canadian his-
tory a year later. Jean Chretien was elected Prime Minis-
ter of Canada with a majority Liberal government, while
the Bloc Québecois formed the official opposition.
Chreétien promised that he wouldn't talk about the Con-
stitution. Now it looks like he might
have to. More recently, in Quebec,
the separatist Parti Québecois won
the provincial election on September
12th by a much slimmer margin than
they had expected. They ran on a
clear platform of independence, and
thus we have the return of the consti-
tutional debate.

In the few months since the PQ
election, the statements that have
emerged from Premier Parizeau make
it clear that he intends to stick to the
agenda to hold a referendum on the
question of Quebec sovereignty
sometime in 1995, which is what the
party said it would do during the
election campaign.

In Nunavik, Inuit are revisiting
territory they have been to in 1980
when the first referendum on inde-
pendence was held. At that time Inuit
held their own referendum. At the
time of writing, there has been no de-
cision as to whether this will repeat it-
self, as there has yet to be an an-
nouncement from Quebec for the
date of the referendum.

More pressing on the Inuit Agenda are the day-to-
day matters germane to eking out a living in Nunavik. In
the years since the 1980 referendum, the Inuit organiza-
tions have matured and developed to the point where
they are the engines of the economic, social, and politi-
cal development of the region. To this end the achieve-
ments are numerous, and progress, albeit slow, is meas-
urable. For its part, Makivik has maintained the funds for
the beneficiaries of Nunavik, and has created and man-
aged new subsidiary companies well enough that they
make some profit.

Currently on the agenda for Makivik are a series of
formal negotiations relating to development and political
projects. These include talks with Falconbridge Limited
regarding the Raglan Nickel Mine, Hydro-Quebec regard-
ing the proposed Great Whale project, the Government
of Canada regarding the Inuit of Nunavik claim to the off-

shore areas of Northern Quebec, and the Quebec Gov-
ernment regarding the creation of a Nunavik Assembly.

There are other series of negotiations that Makivik is
working on, but these are the main ones, and have been
worked on steadily for many years. With the election of
the Parti-Quebecois to power, and its publicly stated de-
sire to hold a referendum, the Inuit Agenda is being sub-
jected to all sorts of pressure to speed up, shift gears, go
this way or that way—as is usually the case when the
South wants to make a big decision.

The proposed Great Whale Hydro project is a case in
point. Makivik followed a practical path regarding this
project, never publicly opposing or supporting Great
Whale. Its goal was to obtain as much information about
the project as possible, both in its direct negotiations
with Hydro-Québec, and in its partici-
pation in the environmental review
process. Readers will recall that
Makivik signed an Agreement-in-
Principle on April 14th, 1994. Sud-
denly, on Friday the 18th of Novem-
ber, Premier Jacques Parizeau an-
nounced that the project would be
put “on ice" indefinitely. Parizeau
made the remarks in the context of
an emotional rebuke to statements
made earlier that day in Washington
by Cree Chief Matthew Coon-Come.
Although put “on ice" indefinitely, the
project was not canceled. For this
reason, Makivik will continue its work
towards negotiating a Final Agree-
ment with Hydro-Quebec, as well as
participating in the Environmental
Review Process until the project has
officially been canceled, and both
Hydro-Québec, and the Environmen-
tal Review Committees have been
formally notified.

Based on the conflicting re-
sponse of some government minis-
ters, union leaders, and business
groups, the decision to shelve Great Whale was clearly
part of a political agenda geared towards preparing the
terrain for the upcoming referendum. While Quebec is
renovating its agenda, Inuit continue with the business of
developing their region.

Inuit did not make frequent boisterous declarations
during the Quebec election campaign, or in the months
following the election of the PQ. Makivik intends to con-
sult with the population, and with the leaders of all
Nunvik organizations before making the sort of grand
declarations that southern reporters are hoping for.

So far, Makivik has publicly stated that it intends to
carry on with its agenda, as noted above. It has also
stated that Inuit would prefer a united Canada. This
should come as no surprise to anyone, considering the
history of political relations between Inuit and southern
governments.

Welcome back to the debate. Merry Christmas.
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Ever since the 1994 Makivik Annual General Meeting
held in Salluit last March, the Operating Budget for the
current fiscal year has developed into a vehicle for
change within the Corporation. The AGM gave the
Makivik Executives, and members of the Board of Direc-
tors a mandate to reduce the corporation’s operating ex-
penses.

The mandate largely fell on the shoulders of
Makivik's Treasurer Peter Adams. He created a Budget
Review Committee composed of the senior managers of
Makivik Corporation—people who knew well the many
issues the Corporation was dealing with, and who had
firsthand knowledge of the expenses.

“We looked at where we are spending, what the
mandates are, and how we could reduce costs without
affecting the mandates,” explains Peter Adams. This
magazine is a good example of that. Stephen Hendrie of
the Information Department was interviewed by the
Budget Review Committee about the operations of the
Information Department. It became apparent that cost
savings in the order of $45,000 could be made by resort-
ing to less expensive printing methods for Makivik News,
and the Annual Report, without reducing the information
contained in the publications.

A similar interview process was held for each of the
persons responsible for managing budgets in the Corpo-
ration. In this manner, during the spring and summer
months, the members of the Budget Review Committee
did valuable work in assessing Makivik's vital activities,
and drafted up a concise eight page document contain-
ing specific recommendations for the members of the
Makivik Executives and BOD to consider during the
course of the Budgetary approval meetings in October.

The BOD meeting began Monday October 31st, and
ended Friday November 4th. On Wednesday November
9th we interviewed Treasurer Peter Adams about what
had been accepted by the members of the Board as a
result of the recommendations made by the Budget Re-
view Committee. He listed a number of items that were
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Passing the 94-95 Budget

cut, “For example, we reduced executives travel benefits
in half. The transportation allowance for northern em-
ployees was cut in half. Two positions were eliminated in
the President’s Department. The Inuit Justice Task Force
had a budget of $200,000 last year, it was reduced by
$180,000 to $20,000 this year as its work is winding
down. We'll be saving money by sending less people to
meetings. We had to reduce the amount we give to other
Inuit organizations a bit. When Louis Mercier left the
Quebec City office to work for KRG, we did not replace
the position. The mayors will have to pay for their own
airfare and accommodations when they attend the
Makivik AGM. Board of Governor benefits were reduced.
The Executives will take advantage of telephone confer-
ence calls more often to hold meetings,” explained Peter
adding that those were just a sample of the type of re-
ductions involved.

We asked about the operating budget that resulted
from this process. “The operating budget, strictly speak-
ing, for the fiscal year October 1, 1994 - September 30,
1995 is $6,620,781. Makivik News reported the 93-94
Makivik operating budget to be $8,359,007. Peter added
that there are some expenditures that Makivik has taken
on in recent years that are listed separately from the
operating budget. These include $1-million for social
issues, $312,840 for repairs to recreational infrastructure,
$365,000 in community donations, and $417,695 for
Special Issues. With the addition of $630,000 for depre-
ciation, these items bring the budget up to $9,346,316.
When compared to the previous year, with
the same supplementary budget expendi-
tures taken into account, the 93-94 budget
amounted to $11,007,612. Thus the overall
reduction is $1,661,296 in 1994-95.

The Board and Governors were also
given a report on the performance of the
investment porfolio for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1994. The Realized
Return on the portfolio was $9,257,481.
The Average Yield on Realized Return was
8.92%. Again, the stock and bond portfo-
lios were strong performers, with the
stocks showing a Realized Return of
$3,197,371 for an Average Yield of
11.19%, and the Bonds had a Realized
Return of $2,028,371 and a Yield of
10.51%. The other investment holdings are
in Short Term Notes, Term Deposits,
Loans, and Quebec Debentures.

The budget was a major item, but not
the only one on the agenda, which listed
23 items. Progress reports were made to the members of
the BOD on the main series of negotiations Makivik is
currently undertaking, namely with Hydro-Québec
regarding the proposed Great Whale project,
Falconbridge regarding the Raglan Nickel Mine project,
the Government of Canada regarding the Nunavik com-
prehensive claim to the offshore areas of Northern
Quebec, and with the Quebec Government regarding the
Nunavik Government. The nature of the discussions at
the Board meeting was inform the BOD and Governors of
the progress to date in these negotiations.

The meeting ended swiftly on Friday November 4th.
Members of the Board, Governors, and Executives
returned to their communities on Saturday. -
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Board Members Get a Taste of
Nunavik Arctic Foods

oa 'l o PoA“acnet
)| Nunavik Arctic  Les Aliments arcliques
Foods, Inc. du Nunavik, inc.

L PeaBs bNLAYS, >Do'h™ 4L AaAdid© Makivk‘s Board of Directors, Executives and Depart-
4PLATEYS PEOPSadic BRBS A MYNe®  oadN[ ment Heads got a chance to taste some Nunavik Arctic
o PIDA%a " 4°9JCLS LPAD- Foods during the annual

R

o 1 BOD budget review meet-
=1

ing last November. Master
Butcher and Chef, Laurier
Therrien was invited to
Montreal to prepare the
caribou and seal as he
would serve them in La
Tannerie, his wild game
restaurant in Quebec
City. The resulting menu
included “Carre
Francais” caribou with
honey and ginger, seal
meat medallions in black
peppercorn sauce and a
sampling of seal sausages
— a soon-to-be NAFInc.
) product which combines
seal meat with pork and
zesty spices. Scallops,
shrimp and arctic char were
provided through Bob Deer,
Seaku Fisheries and
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the evening, which included
a multi-media show on last
year's Tourism, Youth and
Training and Inter-Commu-
nity Trade activities, a
Nunavik tourism promo-
tional video titled Voyage au
dela 55e parallel and Sur la
piste de I'ours blanc a film
which featured Lucassie
Billy Etook. An unsched-
uled entertainment high-
light was Zebedee Nun-
gak’s impromptu stand-up
comedy.

Mark T. Gordon and
Bruno Pilozzi conceived
the idea of the event just a
week before the arrival of the
Board of Directors. Bruno
Pilozzi said the hustling he and

o sa SPI® Ao p s A his staff had to do was well
JELME AL DS, Prdos worth it. "Without a doubt,
AtLaber<= cdr«are® financial projections and budg-
BACD <ot PaDYAPNDM- ets are important, but it's also
LeAN® d<A%a PNPr- important to see the results of
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those invested monies and
efforts. What better way to
; explain projects than to present
. the final products.”
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Plant Openings Delayed
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The opening of the
community process- |
ing centres has been
delayed until early
January 1995. The
late arrival of winter
in Nunavik and delay
of snowmobile use, makes it nearly impossible to trans-
port the harvested caribou back to the community
processing centres (CPCs). which are often 50 or 60
kilometers away. As Peter May of Makivik's Renewable
Resources Department explained, the CPCs are often 50
or 60 kilometers away and to meet inspection, the cari-
bou must be delivered to the CPCs whole, as opposed to
quartered. Travel by canoe is not a reasonable alterna-
tive. In addition, inspection regulations require that the
harvest take place during winter, when the snow provides
a clean surface on which the caribou can be eviscerated.

Tikile Kleist, Makivik’s Assistant to the Third Vice-
President, also stressed the importance of the certifica-
tion of harvesters and training of processors taking place
the week prior to the plant openings. This way employ-
ees can immediately put into practice what they’ve
learned.

Forty-five hours per community of training will be
provided jointly through the Kativik School Board and
Makivik’s Renewable Resources department. It is now
scheduled to begin immediatley after the Christmas
holidays.
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NUNAVIK ARCTIC FOODS UPDATE

Plant
Manager
Training
Begins

Plant mangers George
Pilurtuk, Mark Anna-
nack, Davidee Sappa
and manager-in-training
Annie Okpik participated
in their first training ses-
sion this fall in Quagtag.
The managers are a key
part of NAF, Inc. with nu-
merous responsibilities
such as hiring and
supervising plant em-
ployees, purchasing
equipment, shipping
products to retail out-
lets, ensuring that the
plant is spotlessly clean
at the end of every work
day, handling emergen-
cies like compressor
breakdowns, plus filling
out payroll sheets, daily
processing logs, inven-
tory control forms, ship-
ping bills and the list
goes on!

Instructors for this
first session were Danny
Gallant, Operations
Manager and Francis
Lord, Finance and Ad-
ministration Manager of
NAF, Inc..

2 | Nunavik Arclic
Foods, Inc.
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Questions about

Les Aliments arctiques
du Nunavik, inc.

o' PO e o-"
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Nunavik Arctic Foods?

Please submit them to:

Makivik News

Nunavik Arctic Foods, Inc. Update

650 32nd Avenue, 6th Floor
Lachine, Quebec HBT 3K5

MAKIVIK NEWS
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Mrs. Barbara Graham,
* Inukjuak’s guest of honor
from Oct. 18th to 24th, lived in the community from 1962
to 1975 as a nurse, religion teacher, girl guide leader,
women's auxiliary organizer, mother of 2 boys, and wife
of the late Anglican Reverend Bill Graham. Private and
organizational donations, including free tickets from Air
Inuit, were raised to bring her up to visit old friends and
their families.
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Downed Helicopter
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Ungava communities
were distressed last
October by a helicopter crash in the area that claimed the
lives of all four who were on board, specifically Molly
Annanack, Pilot Jean-Pierre Savoie, Dr. Jean Emond, and
Nurse Jean-Frangois Leduc. The Heli-Harricana aircraft
was on a medical evacuation flight to Kuujjuag at the time
of the crash.

We offer our condolences to the families of those
who lost loved ones in the accident.
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Puvirnituqg Group Home
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Kuuuuaq has one, Inukjuak has one, and now Puvirnituq is
also opening a group home in their community. Nunavik's
third such youth protection facility, operated by Inuulitsivik
Social Services, will begin receiving their 12-to-18-year-old

clients from the Hudson's Bay Coast this winter.
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itepping on Soapstone

i Pmmak Pinguartug of Kangigsujuag has discovered a
 soapstone quarry that has not been in use for seemingly
thousands of years. Another resident, Lucassie Nappaaluk,
~ has viewed the quarry and says that estimating by the
. types of remnants that were found there it is possible that
Inuit may have come to the site from as far away as Labra-
der or Baffin Island for its high grade of soapstone.
Praviously unknown, even to Elders, the site is only
about half a mile from the community. There is no evidence
of modern or metal objects. The find was made in October,
too la for excavation, and residents are eager for next
K] ‘when archaeologists will be able to safely unearth
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An interactive symposium to ex- =Y
plore how the information highway
can benefit the North was broad-
cast to 96 Arctic commnities on TVNC, November 23-25.
DFO held a conference to share available information on
beluga populations, with respect to conservation meas-
ures and Inuit subsistance needs, at their research cen-
tre in Mont-Joli, November 21-25.

ACbfe* BPBUCIC
CONMECTING THE NORTH

On November 18th, 1994, Quebec Premier Jacques
Parizeau put the $13-billion Great Whale hydro-electric
project “on ice"” indefinately.

Two five-pin and two 10-pin bowling lanes have been
constructed onto the Kuujjuag Forum.

Unaaq Fisheries is conducting a 12-week Business De-
velopment Training Course for aboriginal people. For in-
formation, call (613) 234-4550.

Kuujjuaq now has a greenhouse which will be used to
propagate local plants for the re-vegetation of barrel
clean-up sites and residential areas.

David Kootook, who died while caring for pilot Martin
Hartwell after their plane crashed north of Yellowknife in
December, 1972, finally received official recognition for
his bravery from Governor General Raymon Hnatyshyn.

MAKIVIK NEWS



oa AP AL =GN e

PRDSCH R PUL DAL e Our Arctic Ambassador

rdk SAalE e =R o s S helGRITHBE B Slo Mary Simon was appointed as Canada’s first
PPBCOC PULINLAP Ao BBCHcP<Y® BDOAn 20-  Circumpolar Ambassador. The announcement was
F PcColPhEA° [o"CLo® 4*NMn PAcI® <L made October 20th by Foreign Affairs Minister André

Ouellet and Minister of Indian Af-
fairs and Northern Development
Ron lrwin.

During her 25 years of political
experience in the Arctic, Mary
Simon has been President and First
Vice-President of Makivik Corpora-
tion, as well as President of the
Inuit Circumpolar Conference from
1986-1992.

Simon will represent Canada at
international meetings on circum-
polar issues in a broad sense. More
specifically, she will co-ordinate
Canada’s participation in the eight-
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B o Y4BT BPBICIC W>YDBMd%'e*Lo°  nation Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy, and
MAE=ARSS berN¢ 50> oASPe [  PPBSCIOC | implement the Canadian proposal to create an
bALAKT®, - Arctic Council.
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Qaggiq ‘95:
Celebrating Inuit Culture
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Makivik and Avatag will represent
Nunavimiut in a two-day Inuit cultural festi-
Sh L5t 95| val scheduled for February 18-19, 1995 in

QAGGIQ

Hull. The event will be held in the Grand Hall
of the Canadian Museum of Civilization. Qaggiq ‘95 will fea-
ture Inuit exhibitions of games, traditional lifestyles, an ex-
hibition of clothing, and food. The festival is being staged
by 19 Inuit organizations, including the Inuit Broadcasting
Corporation, and the Inuit Art Foundation.

Makivik will host a gala supper on the evening of Satur-
day February 18th to officially open the Qaggiq ‘95 Festival.
During the meal, throat singers, sponsored by Avataq, will
perform. Pauktutiit will host a fashion show after the meal,
followed by a performance by the Mackenzie Delta Drum-
mers and Dancers.
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Food For Thought

A government study shows that in
over half of northern households,
Inuit mothers report having no
money to buy any food, two to four
times a month.

“Can any of us grasp what this
means? How does an Inuit mother
explain this to her children? How do
children come to accept and under-
stand hunger? There is no human
dignity in any of this,” states Mark T.
Gordon.

He was representing Makivik at
a Kuujjuaq hearing to discuss the
future of DIAND's “food mail” pro-
gram in October. The talks, also
held in Puvirnituk, were attended by
several Nunavik mayors and other
citizens. Continuing in Ottawa, Oc-
tober 24th- Mark T. Gordon, as well
as Zebedee Nungak, Aani Palliser-
Tulugak, Eva Deer, Lazarusie Epoo,
and Johnny Watt represented the
Inuit of Nunavik.

The government, which is in
the process of cutting National so-
cial spending, will likely have a cabi-
net document on the hearings by
January and consider the problem
by springtime.
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igqaluit Hunters LOSt

To surviving companions Billy
Kwornik and Pitseola Alainga, and
also to the families of Johnny Shoo,
Sammuijualie Kootoo, Jopie Panipak,
Eepeebee Peterloosie, lola
Nooshoota, Ooletoa Pishukte,
Kellypiak Pishukte, and Simonie
Alainga — the walrus hunters who
perished in the frigid waters of
Frobisher Bay on the night of Octo-
ber 25th — we wish to extend an of-
fering of sympathy from the popula-
tion of Nunavik.

The loss of these Iqaluit hunters
is a tragedy shared by all Inuit.
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The Condom
Granny Tour

Jackie McPherson, whose alias is
“Condom Granny”, is passionate
about ensuring that native peoples
become fully aware of the dangers
of unprotected sex.

The Inuulitsivik Health Centre
coordinated her tour of 7 commu-
nities from Salluit to Kuujjuarapik,
October and November. She gives
captivating presentations to stu-
dents and other
groups, also train-
ing a resident from
each community to
conduct the same
type of workshops.

In the spirit of
W caring, her vivid im-

§ ages and anec-
dotes are positively
implanted in the
minds of some who
might  otherwise
risk their lives by

e L B S b Al e L having intercourse with a person,

whose sexual history they are un-

& i F DL pLeLL sure of, with no condom.

To date, the Ojibwa grand-

D <éb d*eTPb%™ oo b%™b- mother from Manitoba's Little
gt Pihm 4 DN D Black River First Nation, has deliv-

ered her message to more than
180 places in Canada and New
Zealand.

MAKIVIK NEWS




§ Peid

ba CI'DC A oAS
DALD AC

bNLo <™,

7 ANd JdHPd]d e 29t

<D < sr,

PALDAS ba CD-
bNe B> <2¢ d°<ddAlr  ¢o-c<o¢dl
ba CM>cL Aoh BALDA
bNLo*<<d*o - Aldc™L 4b-
cradicla®*lC AcAbNM o J°
DG AN AL-c4r<eh
(o ot U [

B, Cdd DALDAS,
BALD™*b[ "o DPD >0 250°,
AcPdLAD atLd/<Q DIt 4/~ D-
A€ cdas boA*P Q5 ¢
pa.c Mo FASPCDYe D AsHNY-
¢oe AP LA A an 4% L"
Ao A dPcC 4P/ N-C-
AclAd 5. PEAJACDC D€ Nt
AslLC PALDAC oA PI*aAC
oCot AP Lo PNNAJ e CH
Ac*M g Q*PMPAPNP LD/ 0"
dPAA SC AaASCNo® LIMEN-
o>Cos a “TietMer AD o N[t
AolcPc PC PEC N Ao
D MNecs A4S, ANle-bi>-
J e AT bl 3. ol LN CL*a4dCL
ALAAP LSNPS bMLM 5L
dEPP e n S Cc DTERPS,

bNLo*<dlM, BbcL b Cc BD°
Po-SAKAN CPPAPNho® AaA-
5C o >eye A.oA* La<-
e1CHMi=ef  PEalt. Aueitdbas
F4RF BRINT SeAWEBPLe B
Dbl bd AN <[ 1 [l - Y
AN AL NP A AT
BB ¥ 0%, AbSAN"> DPY-
NPe-td® DLNg*, 4PN~
ANEs AALNe".

P2cc<® Db LDNPc DD
bNLo <4l B e O] e A
ATGES.” PN o+
4*JbNPe DR NP N gt Bbb-
?b'D NS A<LKBPA™
Ao oo ", Lottt
AP Ceda i  El%a. e ACh=
PN DR DAL SPEE . balCF
DALDAC ASAPED A C.
bNLC LNt  CAF e BOID™
o tLiftliDg? QFLM De-"s _ga -
o, Al AbSc A A“cnl<
DACPBCe PO, AT ATGA-
¢ BALFDer Asete™ PSSl

A dec AP Losd NN
G =LY DS (DAL iP=t gkl Dat,
AcCPa™ CL"de"™L 45~
qPNEsc ADHR e 15 -
Pdio®ls. ClLtdd Cd*a CP S

1994, A oAF
CSel Mie

LPADBS DKS°LP

A ASCPRAMC oo c*0° 4™PP-
LCBPIbLaAN=ne dPBEe™
DBl ADPIBd s AS™dYTY,
‘b Cada Ac™ > A oJbAS
BALDA 5, A',_V'lO'QO"rJ o"bA-
ate™ (CS*NCierd® 4PM™ap3),
el o™, ekt he™, e
Qdod“n> dADNDBAS 4% d°,
bQ%", DPALIAC oCHRC<a™LS,

LALP o™ GO Do* AoLna® - g

LPACYLEE D P <dl "™,
DAL DA A LNb o™,
No-tosG e- ™, qel = AE[Te -
J¥*a %™ CLY%Wd Ae A%a -
A%a M - T L s B Yaic =
Lt Ce 5D .

A Y= AD <A bbb -

PBeCe PD° ALASIDAS bA- sAs"
Aehil Plthiar IS, AN Ye- IS
ala™-blL%b ", Acdec-
netdt  AcPJ¥a.c™M DPaLIDAS,
AsS%dP T PNNPe-™ (A<dn-
BPNbe*l), sbac*ec NI acJ-
L &t <Jg=*PS, LIMTNSe= =5
bAC- ™ <, A¢ds bNLMQSYL <
AN ACD Ao Pl rPacBSCHL
CL*a. oACDECcd<"™ ballP-
—LNJs DALDAS bDDbNr“a™L
doJNJNP e *L <™ A Ch-
<Coedatlt Aset PALD"
NodloonNds. ClYa <<

onb*ol"® A<ND S
LALLM prt® e I (s
BPALDYNC AoA° oa*l*c -
el of® INERe SLl<Es; ThlEs
S 5NE, PAAZDP N5 b&L 6
dr*M_os AScenPSAN' NITE<os.
CL*dd ADo LA bA“SC-
PPdnde APNCDH 5N 5.

AL PO NP " Ac-
WA " AL D" <JSlIRS
PLRTLM b Ae PoDEIS R
Pdae?ds  Felbeapb 3 Diie IS
Ao ls AAASCD® pac o,
bNLodP¢« bAS s A<KDP S
a'le™ 2P Adn a5
AL e AoAS POSTE S
e No. > 2N DSAPAD™ AL-
ASDTY N S0a € HocflabSds
AP eiACs bt NDE . PD-
NPT AoNDC 2 NP0t "
a'la™ dbcP<dad4dr°C.”

PP IBPELY  Ackioc™, de
J4t-d 5°¢ bAS s AP PiD
bEPPLYDPN YA AoA® DALDAS
AQNKDB YA Q™ AP P a o T
o_"r'c'"". Al SA Ao
QH'P‘<"FQU"5—.” Ac*odob<
<PPLo Lo ADN=BPLDAa D™
‘b 5a A 5dP Lo © oC_I*
JEPELEMN Fallems W patle £ R
AJCP P dP*a Ho BEAP-
APdooco AoAS AS™dPLe".
AL A ASCD < CALDc DSOS
PALDAC AoA® AQSKCKIE,
b 2l Bl o e Acha d%b-
AN, ClSEL YN n e
bNALMQS YL <F B<APAPY4DE
LW D YA b 4L,

b oA ® A bt I
PALDNIS  AAJAPYda 4B LC
CAcL NS ocdia-dt dAD-
et 49*c-do®, ob™boT >
e A TR I R <L >
Asb¥elt. DB PB ANt oc<dio-df
dADCEAe® 4%a-<o*, bArH-
PibtCHL S S PLBM*PS s ACH-
= NdNP b2 bsAdA=d 50"
PaDA*>a d° >0 n Pt
AoNJS CALAD™ pac*™ o,

SYLVIA CLOUTIER


http://jio.1V

AVATAQ COLLEGTION: TK / A-15

National Inuvit
Youth Conference

By Sylvia Cloutier

On November 18th, 1994, Inuit
youth from all regions of northern
Canada gathered in Kuujjuaq for the
first ever National Inuit Youth
Conference—the beginning of a
great movement in working
together towards the destination of
a more prosperous future.

Today, this generation of youth,
from their teen years to age twenty-
five, are very realistic when it comes
to making positive changes for the
well being of our communities. Let’s
not forget our culture which could
slowly fade away in time if we do
not work towards our goal to
preserve it. Let's believe in our-
selves as Inuit youth to create some
new ways as well as to bring back
some old remedies to solve our
problems and to heal ourselves.
Let’s make a better life for ourselves
as well as for our Elders and
children. We have the strength to

~t

make a difference. These are the
aspirations that the delegates pas-
sionately spoke about.

During the conference, discus-
sions were held to find solutions to
the problems that we, the Inuit, face
every day. Effective guest speakers
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Newly elected National Inuit Youth Association (L-R): Karen Ketler, Tunu Napartuk, Moses Aupaluktuk

were chosen to share their
experiences about specific matters
which provided ideas for discus-
sion, helped us to understand, and
broadened our minds.

The first theme of the
conference was “The rights of the
child”, based upon a United Nations
report. It stated that a child is
entitled to survival, protection, and
development. This convention was
introduced by Brian Hill from the
Canadian Youth Foundation. He
asked the delegates to indicate
positive and negative aspects of
their communities. Several
important points were mentioned,
all of which affect the young Inuit of
today.

Even though there were more
negative than positive issues,
recognizing these matters is a step
towards improvement and change.
These issues are considered as
problems to the communities and
are in definite need of solutions.
The loss of language and traditional
culture, the gap between the youth
and the Elders, school drop outs
(due to pregnancy as well as other
reasons), suicide, substance abuse,
STD's, boredom, teenage
pregnancy, dealing with
unsupportive adults, being caught
between two worlds, youth
unemployment, crime, and the lack
of independence were some of the
problems discussed.

Some of the good things that
were mentioned included the
encouragement to obtain an
education, opportunity for self-
government, political involvement
for youth, cultural restoration
(pride!), community organizations’
willingness to listen, and the healing
circles. Another important point that

a delegate spoke about during a
personal interview was the fact that
this new formation of a National
Youth Association will be a break-
through towards the recognition of
Inuit youth on a political level. This
brings great hope and aspiration to
the minds and hearts of our young
people across the North—knowing
they will be heard, supported, and
taken seriously by the governments
and other important organizations.
These positive points are to be
encouraged and developed.

The idea of leadership training
for youth as well as parents seems
to be one of the solutions to
preventing low self-esteem and
social dilemmas in the
communities. Workshops should
encourage confidence and pride in
the lives of the Inuit leaders of the
future. George Berthe believes “We
are all leaders and we need a
change from our Qallunaat to Inuit
leadership in order to start taking
control.”

When the theme of education
was brought up, Sheila Watt
Cloutier was very encouraging as
she let it be known that the Inuit
youth have the true potential to
govern themselves. She stressed
the importance of changing the
educational system from one that
was adopted from the Southern
culture to a new system to suit,
gratify, and honour the Inuit culture.
One of the problems mentioned
was that of young Inuit getting
pregnant, having children, and then
being unable to attend school. This
issue is quite common and the
delegates believe it must be
supported.

Health is another major youth
issue in terms of the awareness and
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National Inuvit
Youth conference

prevention of sexually-transmitted
diseases, substance abuse, and
violence. During discussions on
STD's it was suggested that
statistics be revealed in order to
scare people by exposing the harsh
truth of the extremely high rates
among Inuit with STD’s in their
communities. There should be
treatment centers available for
those in need of recovery from
substance abuse. This will dramati-
cally cut down on the violence and
sexual abuse within the homes and
communities. The delegates also
recommended that “hot lines” be
available for those who need to talk
or to simply receive information
about whatever concerns they have
about these health threats. This is
important because there are not
enough resources available and
sometimes there are issues that
teenagers feel uncomfortable
talking to their parents about. It was
suggested that there should be
ways to teach parents and adults to
be more approachable.

There are more concerns about
health among Inuit that need to be
constructed differently. Today, there
is a demand for more Inuit doctors,
and this will be ensured over time if
the encouragement of education is
continued. Inuit also need to be
taught the traditional ways of
medicine for a more holistic

approach to healing. Also, for a
more efficient emergency system, a
911 line should be available in the
North.

Justice was another one of the
themes discussed at the confer-
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November 20th: last day of the conference, all delegates pose for photograph

conference, delegates were nomi-
nated and elected to represent the
National Inuit Youth Association.
The President is Moses Aupaluktuk,
the Vice-President is Tunu
Napartuk, and the Secretary-Treas-

ence, presented by Sandra Inutig, a
youth from Iqgaluit. The fact that the
judicial system clashes with the
Inuit culture because Qallunaq
government and courts do not
know our cultural background when
it comes to judicial action
was brought up. As an
example of the
inefficiency of the
judicial system, one of
the delegates
complained about
how she was abused
and it took five years
for her case to reach
the court. Problems
and solutions were
discussed during
these workshops. One
important possibility
that was mentioned
was to educate
all participants in
the justice system
(defence lawyers,
prosecutors, and
judges) about the Inuit
culture.

At the end of the

urer is Karen Ketler. Also, two mem-
bers were nominated by the
delegates of their respective
regions. From Nunavik, Frankie
Gordon and Mary Argnak; from
Kivallig, Sam Alagalak and Monica
Angootealuk; from Baffin Island,
Raurri Ellsworth and Sandra Inutig;
from Labrador, Jenny Holwell and
Lloyd Lane; from Kitikmeot, John
Igilig and the other position is still
vacant; from the post-secondary
students, Larry Watt and Lynn
Kilabuk; and the two Inuvialuit
positions were not yet filled.
Today’s Inuit youth have a
different approach towards healing
their communities. This generation
is coming on strongly because they
know that their culture is at
stake. Instead of blaming their
problems on others, they
accept the situation and are moving
on with their lives. They are
determined to work together as one
strong people toward achieving
self-government. It is finally time to
make a change for the better. Their
cultural pride is guiding them to a
more prosperous future. 5

MAKIVIK NEWS



ol
A

AL DKot

AD\JQ_)" oCo® A\ bn-

q4*  ANDA b D 50" oactT,
PPdo Ad*adl® AoChadct
AT PLNJ*a S0 CL*dd.
bN&AY Ac*ocdocac™ [(bNAY)
Gt > LPEAS (LT AcC'rl<®
QLT ™y, Ao AbNb* L AN
DAL Do Ad a /45N "ANdo-

LISE COUTURE / KSB

(o i 4kl 5 B ALIDAS b D™ AchAc Tt LKEse -2, e R IS - B AJda*©
PULOSNN*P> ot Achic™ APMCD- PI<PN-5J. AchArPe b < *C a‘Lo"WBLYC ooctI5 Ao
L= blld® pa-ccl® bRI="L=20%; b P 45, LPAD Dé\'f)o—_" A° SBPPLo<ISMDc P ALIDMDS,

bN&* LoAYALE™ 4Q°QJ*o6° JPAQYr™ P dAdY dAP 35 J1= NEMP=S BALIDAS bl =D-
LI5S AMNLde T - AN AJMEST® FAds Ab<'Web<" bbplLo T PlLodSNt. AdeT® DPI4N/>
AJ=a PJN K™ o€ >ALDAS AchDo". bbrLo<d"D® CLIM™ Aa/dP-

NP<c~>5> DS cPb*Coo a“c-
P I (L

¢4y >D65 PbbrPibe BDP
AP AP hNo* bPP< L*a Aa-
ACB <ot Achio b DANE.
PbeL%CI° Cd*aSheDialt,
A bNbe-T® CSIDdo® 4™ <-
45D o AJe* Cdra §%h+
BNt YADAAT Ao PN <
AICP o> ANdGeT® DPI-
ANPP 0%, ANdeb e nd™J LS
dADAAD LS. PALDLLS Pl
e, | Co#%%,  AddciSiiar
AP Pl Aad<dPN® AP <ddin-
LD > SbPSa ¢ C=<Sol 5.

Ache D< ALADe®, ASA4-
ndcto® DPIANIADodS, PD-
NPsre DNBLNSYe™, brCbbo®
4D%e*, DNAPPNcBio™, <db-
cPo® A AT AadNclot.
AcKSCMC DPPa PN AN
oo " I Pa™re. Are BGE
AchSCMC CALDeDD® AfL*
AclMo® Pacl®do~s AJPJINC
ANde=5 (HADAAT, ba CDS
Ps*o APNres), d¥PAACT 5
GALAAT Aa A dPNe®, B_sdN-
D=5 <4D5CP ¥°Y o°.

MMen. ALASES GCdEatad-

J*
' ' . »

-!l-
-
s \

| It doesn't require a lot of equipment to have fun—childrens’ tug of war

AP o Aba Il dble O™ dedA™™J4PL<%Po —b'be

LISE COUTURE / KSB

PPN oac'T, AbA® A_s*desL
NN dots, AR S ATATE

IP GNP o5 CANA DPPa D™ BBbNrArt /4y oa "o A%do™, AARLSDLI® 16
Lo L b e AL d® e o e i >D65 A*det  bPeDA- Achndc BD¢ C*PcLl Aal®
b, LPTOd > 5> beCrL o DI At €< Ih e - Ao LG, P4y >D65 PR BOP
DAL G LR e Ve DM o, A™Le T JPI4N- AL®, ¢3c<[ DPUCNPZPNAS
DAL DA NT NS, Ab< NS Per® NarbeaMNrPla® Cd<ds DPPN® <" D5 A ptat ohietar
BALSDAS | PELDMAM e ASNAo CAYDJINL AN hat A a- BEALAC SN dao® AoAS A<-
ool ooueter A RLITACT, o® e ANAN PP At LoenLMC Ac*L~o* AMdeS s,
b AT K- 505 AP LR Al A AN o d*PAAC SN S Ab<SPLBN NG,

<Y dsA, bNAPR< DPIASNA- JASa P Do, bAS 3AGTELNE el A S = i | RN
s, ANDo T AchAos e Ald- Absret  ANAr LoV 5 AR e ! 7 oo LAY ot atfo®" <=

LIPS (DRGEHNM m



LISE COUTURE / KSB

Training to Play

It is great to have a new arena or
community centre in town, but it
takes a person with skills in recrea-
tion to bring the place to life. The
Kativik School Board (KSB) and
Makivik both recognize this fact,
and have been working in collabo-
ration with young people to
develop professional “Recreation
Animators”, and Youth Agents,
respectively. The course was com-
missioned by the Kativik Regional
Government.

KSB has created a two-year
Community Recreation Program
that aims to develop the skills in
young people to animate the sports
facilities built over the past five
years. For its part, Makivik has
been supporting youth for the past
two years with the Training and
Youth Department, and the support
of Youth Agents in the three

Nunavik Communities of Kuujjuar—
aapik, Kangirsuk, and Salluit.

Lise Couture, KSB’s Co-
ordinator for the Recreation
Animation Program, started it with
several courses held in Salluit dur-
ing the month of October. The in-
structors were Linda Kupp and Guy
Delorme. Makivik’'s Youth Co-

LINDA KUPP

Acb et IPAPANCEe B NLM BALAN' sacl AYdocoad® IPIANIPPe 1 ¢260: Yo
a5 NN ArPDs, Dode: Plbo L P Nal, AMwds: Leb ada, & dod,
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QcpEndar.)

Participants who were at the orientation session for the Community Recreation Coordinator Program: Front row:
Johnny Adlook and Tivi Elesetuk. Second row: Simiunie Tukkiapik and Guy Delorme. Third row: Mathiew Faries,
Lise Couture, Leanah Igaluk, and Alasi Sivuarapik. Fourth row: Mark Angatookalook, Corniliussie Niviaxie, Jehnny
Qinuayuak, Jeannie Nappaluk, Mittiq Qisiig, Frankie Gordon, Lazarusie Amogualik, Tuuka Keatainak, and Eli
Quananack. (Linda Kupp, Sammy PooToo Gordon, Lucy Tukkiapik, Angma Sammy, Paul Saviadjuk, and Annie

Weetaluktuk are absent from photo.)

ordinator Sarah Airo, and Bertran
Michaud contributed their know-
ledge during part of the course.
Students from ten communities
took part.

It becomes clear from talking
with Sarah and Bert that
recreation goes well beyond mere
hockey games or volleyball.
Recreation Animation has be-
come a profession, and our head-
line, Training to Play, sums it up in
the sense that a professional ani-
mator will learn not only many
new games, but also how to
motivate people to play
them, and more impor-
tantly, which ones the
community is best suited
to. Elders won't be inter-
ested in playing hockey,
as youth will be, and some
youth may not be inter-
ested in kamik sewing. A
recreation animator will
know this and tailor activities for
the target groups.

Sarah and Bert spoke about
some alternatives to hockey that
are currently in the works as a re-
sult of this course. There is talk of
hosting cinema projections, of
working with TNI on a small scale
and producing short TV pro-
grams. Christmas activities will
become the domain  of
recreation animators, as Christ-
mas is always filled with games.
For youth, the organization of
picnics, dances, bonfires, and
other outdoor activities are

some alternatives to hockey and
volleyball.

The courses included the
technical aspects of being an
animator, such as communicating,
using a computer, writing reports,
and operating all manner of office
equipment. The course descriptions
show that the program is com-
pletely tailored to Nunavik. One
course was called Family and
General Population Clienteles and
Recreation Programs. The descrip-
tion reads, “Understand family and
general population characteristics,

interests, needs, etc.; be
T informed about mass rec-
reation activities in Nuna-
vik (Christmas, Canada
Day, Easter etc.), be able
to organize Christmas ac-
tivities, to build an event
schedule.”

Other titles include,
Art Programs in the
Municipality, Inuit Culture and
Recreation, and General and North-
ern Trends in Recreation. Asked
what the 16 participants would
come away with from attending
module one (of five in 94/95), Sarah
and Bert replied by saying that
as a first step, the prospective
Animators would take a more ana-
lytical look at the people in their
communities with a view to discov-
ering what people really want in
terms of recreation, and then
design programs for them. Sarah
Airo says, “They all have new ideas
of their own." N
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For the last sixteen years, once
every month in Quebec City, the
Associate Secretary General for
Native Affairs chairs a meeting for
the Secretariat des Affaires
Autochtones (SAA) and calls on the
Assembly of Departmental Coordi-

received. André Maltais and several
Co-ordinators commented on how
pleased they were to hear about the
Youth's steps in the right direction,
and how refreshing it was to hear
positive comments about Nunavik,
as opposed to the usual problems
they are confronted with. Partici-
pants were very interested in finding
out more about what was happen-
ing with the youth in Nunavik.

As a result, André Maltais
would like to meet the Youth in
Nunavik to see, first hand, what
their needs are and how he could
support their efforts. Luc Cote,
representing Industry, Trade, Sci-
ence and Technology also men-
tioned his interest regarding help for
young entrepreneurs. And finally,

Michele Noél, representing Culture
and Communications, showed
strong interest in the possibilities of
support from his department.

This meeting gave us a chance
to bring the Government of Quebec
up to date about our work with the
Nunavik Youth over the past few
years. As a follow up, we prepared a
meeting from November 16th to
18th, in Kuujjuaqg.

Recently, André Maltais has
been transferred and replaced by
André Magny. Magny shows the
same interest as Maltais and will be
attending our November meeting to
discuss Youth's needs and ways to
fulfill them. Check the Spring 1995
edition of Makivik News for an up-
date of the November meeting. g

nators to attend. André Maltais
presently chairs these meetings,
and Coordinators who are repre-
sentatives from all the provincial
ministries active in aboriginal files
attend. It is at these meetings where
all decisions and action plans of the
Quebec Government regarding
aboriginal people in Quebec are
discussed. At their September 1994
meeting, Makivik’s Youth Coordina-
tor and Trainer, Sarah Airo and
Bertran Michaud gave a one-and-a-
half hour presentation on a five year
plan for the creation of a Nunavik
Youth Association.

Highlights of the five year plan
presented were to: unite all young
people of Nunavik; promote and im-
prove the quality of life through
meaningful activities; prevent alco-
hol and substance abuses; promote
and reinforce the understanding of
the identity, culture and ancestral
heritage among young Inuit and
other members of the community at
large; establish a support network
for local Youth Committees; enable
open communication among the
youth and between the generations;
and establish a forum to voice the
needs of the youth.

The presentation was well
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Elisapee Saunders

Jan. 20th, 1971

Montreal, lives in Kuujjuaqg
Sewing and reading

Teacher

To get a certificate in teaching
To travel around Canada
Caribou and chicken

Nephew Sackariase

Volleyball and soccer

Nothing yet

People who gossip with no truth

BOB MESHER
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summer Science Update

Students collected data in 1993 and 1994 on arctic
charr. This provided valuable information for the
scientists of the Ministry of Environment and Makivik
Research. The study began in 1987. From 1987 to 1992,
three to four thousand charr passed .through the
counting barrier for analysis. In 1993, nine thousand
charr were counted and
measured. This past
summer, there were days
in August, when students
counted over 1,100 charr
per day, giving a total of
13,000 charr for 1994,
# The scientists noted that
the recent increase may
be due to the decreased
amount of the commer-
cial fishing in the region.
Data collected by the
participants will provide
important statistics to
determine future quotas
of arctic charr for com-
mercialization and sport
fishing.

This research also confirmed that in the natural
selection process, the mortality rate is higher for the
smaller charr. This is due to predation from other mam-
mals, and competition for food and space with the adult
population. On the contrary, commercial and sport fish-
ing are catching larger fish, leaving a higher number of
smaller fish.

Hopefully the information generated from this study
will provide guidance for managing this valuable renew-

. able resources.

On the archeological side, the
lamp and pot were discovered
by Elisapee Angma and Harriet
Lucassie, students from Aupaluk.
-~ Avataqg’'s archaeologists, Daniel

* Gendron, Tommy Weetaluktuk, and
, Claude Pinard determined that
these finds were made of
soapstone and date back to the
Thule Period, which means they
could be up to six hundred years
old. Over the summer six new sites
were found uncovering three
thousand new artifacts.

The University of Laval in
Quebec City was most pleased with the samples col-
lected by the students. This was the first mission to col-
lect flora in Nunavik northeast of Kangigsualujjuaq. Pre-
viously there was no knowledge of the flora in the
Abloviaq Fjord region. Over 100 specimens collected will
appear In a new encyclopedia of Northern Flora soon to
be produced by the University.

Overall this project opened many possibilities for all
those involved. Student, scientists and support staff all
learned from each other. There was a good exchange of
knowledge, and excellent collaboration.
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Dear People,

Hello! Jaaka Kumakuluk is writing this letter, be-
cause | have words for you that come from my heart.
Inuit people need some help at present and in the future.
Right now we have lots of problems, for example too
much violence. (Child abuse, spousal or girlfriend abuse,
etc.).

In the past the Elders used to teach and take care of
whoever was violent until he or she got better. We didn’t
have much violence in the past but right now there is too
much “VIOLENCE”. Somebody has to do something! We
must start by talking and really do something to help our
people. Our culture must come back!

Please help us all.

Jaaka Kumakuluk Jr.
Salluit

WINTER 1943
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