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Makiv ik C o r p o r a t i o n 

Makivik is the ethnic organization mandated to repre­
sent and promote the interests of Nunavik. Its member­
ship is composed solely of Inuit beneficiaries of the James 
Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement (JBNQA). 

Makivik's responsibil i ty is to ensure the proper im­
plementat ion of the pol i t ical, social, and cultural bene­
fits of the Agreement, and to manage and invest the 
monetary compensation so as to enable the Inuit to 
become an integral part of the northern economy. 

Makiv ik News 

Makivik News is published quarterly by Makivik's Infor­
mation Department. It is distributed free of charge to 
Inuit beneficiaries of the JBNQA. 

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily 
those of Makivik Corporation or its Executive. 

We welcome letters to the Editor, and submissions of 
articles, artwork, or photographs. Please include your 
full name, address, and telephone number. 
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Inuit culture. 
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I he first sheet of paper was made 
by a Chinese man, Ts'ai Lun, in 105 
A.D. Until the invention of synthetic 
pigments, many centuries later, the 
use of colour in the home, in cloth­
ing, and especially in documenta­
t ion was a symbol of wealth. 
Colours were originally produced 
from natural sources such as berry 
juice and minerals. 

Nowadays with artif icial p ig­
ments so widely used, color has 
become one of the most affordable 
elements of design in the man-

l ^ ™ ™ ^ ^ ^ ™ made environ-
| ment. Makivik 

News is only too 
aware, however, 
that all colours 
do not grow on 
(or beneath) 
trees, and with 
wiser spending 
in all Makivik 
departments, we 
have changed 
the colour 
scheme of our 
magazine, be­
ginning with the 
one you hold. 

Our paper 
( r e c y c l e d / 
coated) remains 
the same, but is 
now laid out in 
duo tone. The 
contents, you 
will f ind, are still 

as visually enticing 
and writ ten with the concerns of 
you, the reader, in mind. 

Enough about the culture of 
printing. Our theme this season is 
Inuit Culture. Avataq is still the 
"mother organization" in the promo­
tion of our Nunavik Inuit culture, as 
more Inuit tradit ions are incorpo­
rated into the educat ion system. 
Musical culture was staged last Au­
gust in Inukjuak at the World Inuit 
Artist Showcase. During the same 
month, Kabloonak was the opening 
movie at the Montreal Film Festival. 
Meanwhile in Puvirnituk, a granite 
monument was taking shape—Inuit 
culture carved in stone. 

In the spirit of Christmas we 
have chosen this red to compliment 
the black ink and white paper. 
Peace and love to all. Happy 
Holidays. ^ 

plan. 
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Danny Echalook gets some instruction f rom Daniellie Aculiak on igloo construct ion. But Inuit culture, 
wh ich is alive and healthy in Nunavik, includes more than learning traditional skills. Stories pages 5 -31 . 
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BONUS PRIZES! 
2 superb T-shirts from the 

movie Kabloonak, and 
2 Kabloonak photos as 

seen on page 12. 
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24, 1995. 

A j ' f 

You could win $100 if 
you identify what this 
strange looking thing is. 
Write down what you think 
it is on a POSTCARD. 
(No faxes or phone calls. 
Entries must be mailed). 

Mail to: 

Makivik News Contest, 
Inukjuak, P.Q. 
JOM 1 M 0 

Drawing will be held 
in Inukjuak on Friday 
February 24th, 1995. 
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Paulusie Lucassie of 
Kangirsuk won $ 1 0 0 by 
identifying these water sup­
ply pipes. Kabloonak post­
ers and T-shirts were won by 
Lizzie Gordon, Jobie 
Nungaq, Alicee Nowra, and 
Minnie Kasudluak. 
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F^s Tumusie Kudluk (1902 - 1989) illustrates in his 
drawings, the avataq has sometimes been imitated, 
avataq substitutes have been tr ied, but nothing has 
proven better for the purposes that it was invented. Its 
payload, the proverbial walrus, is a suitable metaphor for 
the mandate that was set down for the Avataq Cultural 

Institute at the first Elders Confer­
ence in 1981. Over waves of tight­
ening budgets, crests of some­
times difficult bureaucracy, and a 
continuing ebb of knowledgeable 
Elders, the Institute still maintains 
a steadfast buoyancy. 

This article intends to inform 
readers of some responsibilities 
and projects that the Cultural In­
stitute is credited with, many 
samples of which are represented 
in a rich collection of artworks by 
Tumusie Kudluk. These illustra­
tions sit among the wealth of re­
sources in Avataq's Inuit Pirusiit 
Documentation Center. 

For the benefit of Inuit, as 
well as non-lnuit researchers, this 
Documentation Center in Lachine 
holds a substantial amount of in­
formation on Inuit culture such as 
historical photographs, oral his­
torical data, a library of publica­
tions and archival materials, and 
Nunavik Inuit art. 

Tumusie Kudluk was one of the Inuit Elders attend­
ing that significant 1981 Elders Conference, which re­
sulted in a series of resolutions that Avataq workers still 
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refer to when asked to explain their business. Concerns 
that are listed on the Avataq agenda include the role of 
Inuit Elders, traditional Inuit geographical and family 
names, education in traditional skills, ancestral medical 
and first aid practices, the recovery of Inuit materials and 
artifacts from many sources, archeological exploration, 
the preservation of Inuktitut, and other presentations of 
Inuit culture, including clothing, literature, music, art, 
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posters, books, films, and cultural exchanges. 
Those who were at the 1994 Makivik AGM in Salluit 

witnessed the presentation of an award to the late 
Tumusie Kudluk for "his contribution to the preservation 
of the Inuit culture," which was accepted on his behalf by 
Kangirsuk Mayor Joseph Nassak. At the time that Avataq 
began collecting Tumusie Kudluk's materials, Makivik 
Vice President Zebedee Nungak (who was there to 
present the award on behalf of all JBNQA beneficiaries) 
was the Vice President of Avataq Cultural Institute. 

When asked by Makivik News about his involvement 
in the acquisition of this important contribution, Zebedee 
says, "Avataq was in its infancy at the t ime, and we 
thought that it was a good idea to collect any sort of cul­
tural information from live sources. Because I was living 
in Kangirsuk, and I knew Tumusie Kudluk to be very ar­
tistic and very aware of cultural practices, I talked to him 
and he agreed to produce some illustrations with some 
commentary on anything and everything that he wanted 
to make sure was left for history." 

Confirming what is evident in the artworks and writ­
ings, Zebedee explains that Tumusie was not only con­
cerned with the preservation of what historically distin­
guished the Inuit. He says, "This man also often had 
commentaries to make on present conditions of life." 

Tumusie Kudluk's daughter, Mary, remembers how 
important it was for her father to teach about accident 
prevention and survival skills, to promote the value of tra­
ditional Inuit social customs, and also to encourage peo-
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pie to cult ivate the enjoyment of life. "He was a 
marvelous and wonderful father," she says. 

Tumusie Kudluk's work has been displayed in a 
number of American and Canadian galleries and muse­
ums. At Avataq, there is some academic analysis to ac­
company his works of art, in which we read that, by the 
standards of more serious collectors of "pure" Inuit art, 
he "broke all the rules". One Toronto Globe and Mail col­
umnist refers to him as, "something of an oddball". An­
other critic writes, "My original intention was to show 

other (Kangirsuk) artists' carvings to briefly explore a sty­
listic context for Tumusie in his community. However, I 
discovered I was comparing apples and oranges which 
demanded a lenience beyond my capability." 

The approximately 1400 Tumusie Kudluk drawings 
document a large quantity of factual information and in­
structions as he witnessed things. One can see, for ex­
ample, when he draws the caribou on page 25, (B-75) 
they are not pictures of what he imagines caribou to look 
like, but rather they are studies of caribou that were done 
by a man who knows their exact habits and posture. 

But not only does he document essential cultural 
and scientific information, his work is also a study of 
human nature. The characters that he illustrates are com­
mon everyday Inuks with real life dilemmas and circum­
stances. In any case, some people have better luck than 
others. Many can relate to both of the ptarmigan hunters 
on page 44 (C-117) Here, the boy on top has an empty 
knapsack, and the bird takes wing even before he can 
get a shot at it. The boy on the bottom, however, already 
has a heavy load of ptarmigan, and it looks as though he 
will even get two more with a single shot. Again, on page 
nine (C-19), one woman is catching plenty of large fish, 
so the other women start to fish all around her. The rea­
son why they are not catching anything, according to the 
artist, is because the fish are more attracted to the scent 
of the lucky woman in the middle. See how their fishing 
lines flick in the air as they all jig so quickly in frustration. 

In spite of the hardships of life, and Tumusie Kudluk 
was known to have his share, his ability to see, and 
sometimes to invent humorous situations is evident in 
much of his work. We don't know whether the young dog 
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on page six (B-86), is deciding which piece of nikuk to 
snatch, or if the drying meat is really hanging just a bit 
too high to reach. The man in the drawing on page seven 
(B-138) has outdone himself by catching such a large fish 
and it is a struggle for him to balance his heavy load. In 
many cases, Tumusie writes brief one-liners on the sur­
face of his drawings, but often he leaves them up to the 
viewer to interpret, and one can easily think of a moral to 
go with many of these illustrations. 
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M ost are aware of the Inuktitut Dictionary that was pro­
duced by Taamusi Qumaq, but he was also responsible for 
a collection of traditional Inuit clothing, manuscripts, and 
other objects that he had stored in Puvirnituk's now dilapi­
dated museum. 

"He was a genius," says Caroline Weetaltuk, who is fil­
ing the written information into a computer. "He seemed to 

know everything." Caroline f inds that she is 
learning a lot from this job. 

"He went to all kinds of people, even in the 
Northwest Territories (to get information), she 
says, "He did not want the Inuktitut language to 
be forgotten." Besides a quantity of notes for the 
production of his dictionary, Taamusi Qumaq has 
also written on a wide variety of subjects, such 
as the human anatomy, kinship, and animal life. 
Avataq's assistant archeologist, Tommy 
Weetaluktuk, was with a team of conservators 
from Quebec City that was in Puvirnituk to sal­
vage the materials last June. Many of the items, 
such as fur clothing, were cleaned and properly 
stored in another building. 

Tommy explains, "His collection of tools and imple­
ments is unique in that we do not often find organic artifacts 
in Nunavik (because they do not preserve well)". The collec­
tion of artifacts, which comes mostly from a cache that was 
discovered on an island near Ivujivik, contains 1144 organic 

tools, made of bone, ivory, and antlers. 
There are also 749 pieces that were 
chipped out of stone and were used as 
knife blades, end blades for harpoons, 
and side blades for scrapers. These ar­
tifacts are dated back to the Late Dor­
set, and Thule periods. 

Avataq has one year to do an in­
ventory of the material, identify each 
object, and photograph them, before 
they are returned to the community. 
Tommy explains that Avataq plans to 
make a publication of the work which 
will show Taamusi Qumaq's contribu­
tion to archeology. 
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If a picture is worth a thousand words, then the 
Tumusie Kudluk collection is worth a library. His drawings 
record such things as the fabrication of weapons and 
other objects, hunting practices, respect for animals, 
child education, genealogical data, arctic plant life, ma­
rine life, and the history of various trading posts. There is 
a sense of urgency that comes through in his spontane­
ous use of drawing materials — an indication of his intent 
to pass on knowledge that he feared, perhaps, would die 
with the passing away of Elders. 

This same sense of urgency is partly what motivates 
the Avataq Cultural Institute to continue their work. As 
Avataq's Cultural Development Manager, Barrie Gunn, 
puts it, "Elders are slipping away with lots of intrinsic 
knowledge which we will never know." 

To carry out their mandate, Avataq's annual core 
funding adds up to less than $1 mil l ion, including a 
$200,000.00 annual grant from Air Inuit, and about the 
same amounts from the Ministry of Cultural Affairs and 
from DIAND. They also receive a number of other educa­
tional and cultural grants. 

In spite of what Avataq sees as a lack of funding, 
though, it has an optimistic grip on some very important 
plans, such as the creation of a museum for each com­
munity and a college in Nunavik where Inuit students can 
learn about their own language and culture. 

Lucy Grey, who now studies at a college in Montreal, 
is from Kangirsuk. Like others from the community, she 
remembers Tumusie Kudluk well. "He used to talk on the 
FM every day, sometimes more than once in the same 
day," she remembers. "Now I kick myself for not listen­
ing. He really said valuable things but I never really paid 
close attention," Lucy regrets. 

Tumusie Kudluk was chosen by Makivik News as 
just one example of the information that Avataq has 
collected and are continuing to conserve. Although the 
Elders will not always be around to interview in person, 
thanks to the Avataq Cultural Institute, the treasure, 
which is their knowledge, lives on for the benefit of 
future generations. ^ 
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Kabloonak: Preserving 
Culture on Film 
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I here is a scene in the new movie Kabloonak which 
explains how filmaker Robert Flaherty simulated a seal 
hunt in the famous 1920 documentary, Nanook of the 
North. The scene shows Nanook, now played by Adamie 
Inukpuk, struggling with a sealskin rope, and being 
pulled towards a hole in the ice, pulling back, and being 
pulled to the hole again. In Kabloonak the camera pans 
back revealing Robert Flaherty, portrayed by Charles 
Dance, turning the handle on his black and white 18mm 
camera, and to his right, a group of Inuit men pulling on 
the other end of the rope, which was simply passed un­
der the ice. Flaherty yells, "Cut!", and the Inuit, Nanook 
included, erupt in laughter at the craziness of a Qallunat 

fi lming them pretending to catch a 
seal. 

It's a charming scene, halfway 
through the movie, and very convinc­
ing. It was filmed on Frobisher Bay, 15 
kilometers out of Iqaluit in January 
1993 at -62°. At that temperature, 
Celsius or Fahrenheit becomes irrel­
evant. The film crew became unrec­
ognizable as they piled on layers, and 
closed up parka openings. Like aliens 
with sunglasses, they had to ask each 
other who they were talking to. "It be­
came a chal lenge," says French 
Director Claude Massot. "It was our 
first day of filming in Canada, and it was 

-62°, yet we developed a strong team spirit that we would 
do it. Technically it was hard because the camera had to 
travel, and pan, and we had to set up tracks for the cam­
era. It was the toughest day of filming for us, and it was a 
little bizarre because the scene is essentially humorous." 
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Kabloonak is the story of how the famous documen­
tary film, Nanook of the North, was made in 1920 in Port 
Harrison, (now called Inukjuak). It starred at the time, 
Nanook, whose real name was Allakarialak. Robert 
Flaherty, an American filmaker was the man who spent a 
year in Port Harrison to make the film. When released, by 
Pathé Films in 1922, it became a surprise hit in movie 
houses in New York, London, Paris, and Moscow. Tragi­
cally, during its fame, Nanook died of starvation during a 
period of famine. 

The f i lmakers, Ima Product ions of France, and 
Bloom Films of Canada, tell this story with a great deal of 
authenticity. As in the case of the original Nanook of the 
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North, the film was driven by the passion of Robert 
Flaherty, though was successful because of the main ac­
tor, namely Allakarialak. In the case of Kabloonak, the 
passion belongs to French Director Claude Massot, and 
the on-screen magic is delivered by Adamie Inukpuk, 
who is completely natural and at ease in his portrayal of 
Nanook. 

Claude Massot is new to feature filmaking. He has 
produced over two dozen successful documentary films 
from his home base in Paris, mainly on the extreme re­
gions of the planet. Deserts, Amazonian rainforests, and 
the Arctic are his favourite subjects for documentaries. 
He is fascinated by the people who live there, partly be­
cause they have retained a connection to nature that has 
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been lost in modern urban cultures. "We try to recreate 
this link with nature in Europe with the ecology move­
ment, but in these regions, the link with nature has never 
been broken. It's in comparing our two cultures that we 
can see what we have lost, and what other cultures like 
the Inuit can teach us," says Massot. 

It is an entirely appropriate transition film for Massot. 
It also allows him to pay homage to the first docu­

m e n t a i t , Robert Flaherty, and to do so in a region that 
appeals to him. Uncompromising when it comes to de­
tails, Massot absolutely wanted to film entirely in the Arc­
tic, and to use only Inuit actors to portray Inuit in the film. 
This sounds obvious, but others have tried to recreate 
the Arctic in southern studio settings, and have used 
Americans and Japanese to portray Inuit in past produc­
tions. The result is usually a caricature of the real thing. 

Finding the real thing, as in finding an authentic 
Nanook, became an obsession for the filmakers. In the 
late 1980s, casting Director John Huston had success­
fully found eight of the nine main Inuit actors from vari­
ous parts of the NWT. But Nanook proved evasive, and 
Massot in particular was fretting about ever finding the 
right person. "You have to remember that Flaherty's 
Nanook became a bit of a legend in the cinema. We 
couldn't settle for second best." 

Fate smiled on him. He was filming a short docu­
mentary in Inukjuak about Flaherty's life, and heard that 
Allakarialak's grandson, Adamie Inukpuk, looked a lot 
like Nanook. Typically, Adamie Inukpuk was out hunting 
at the time. The filmakers decided to stay in the commu­
nity to wait for him to return. They waited several days 
and were ready to give up and leave. On the evening be­
fore their flight home, they saw a light in Adamie's house, 
quickly got dressed for the -40° weather, and went over 
and knocked on his door. 

"The door opened, and it was Nanook," says 
Massot. "It was really Nanook, not only physically, but we 
saw right away, the smile, the expression, we were im­
mediately captivated by him. We explained our project to 
him, our intention to make a film about his grandfather, 
telling the story of his experience with Flaherty, and we 
wanted to know if he would be interested in playing the 
role of his grandfather. He didn't hesitate for one second. 
He said 'Yes, of course,' and never changed his mind." 

It took until the winter of 1992 to start filming, which 
was to be completed in three months in Russia. Home 
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base was an icebreaker, anchored not far from 
Providenya. Adamie Inukpuk, his fourteen sled dogs, the 
Inuit actors, Charles Dance and the supporting English 
actors, and a crew of 200 dealt with the vagaries of 
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Arctic weather to shoot the film. It was there that they 
had reconstructed what Port Harrison looked like in the 
1920s—a few shacks, trading posts, and many igloos. A 
group of Inuit from Igloolik were hired just to make igloos. 
Massot insisted on real igloos for the film "There is a 
magical quality to the light inside a real igloo," he says, 
"When people speak, you can see their breath. You can't 
fake that in a studio." 

Adamie Inukpuk knows that well. When he tired of 
life on board the Kiev icebreaker, he built his own igloo 
nearby, and slept there. Inukpuk had to take a break from 
his work as President of the Kativik School Board in or­
der to play the role of Nanook. Just as Allakariallak was 
the quintessential Inuk of his day to portray the Inuit cul­
ture to the world, in many ways Adamie Inukpuk pos­
sesses the same qualities in the modern context. He is 
comfortable dealing with issues pertaining to the educa­
tion system in 14 Inuit vil lages in northern Quebec, 
spending long hours in meetings in the South. He is as 
comfortable leaving Inukjuak with his dog team for an 
extended hunt on the land. 

Adamie had taught Inuit traditional skills to young 
Inuit in Inukjuak. In some ways, his part in Kabloonak 
does this on a grand scale. He is conscious of the role 
the movie will have in preserving, and promoting tradi­
tional Inuit culture not only to southern audiences, but to 
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Inuit in the Arctic regions as well. "It shows Inuit, espe­
cially young Inuit people—because the fathers aren't 
able to tell their stories anymore—the culture and tradi­
tions. For example during the scene when we build an ig­
loo with a window, there is reflection from the sun to 
brighten up the inside. We don't know these things 
anymore, so it helps a lot." 

Back in Russia, Adamie put up with long fi lming 
days. They were limited by the weather. The storms in the 

film are real storms, recognizable as such by northerners. 
White-outs, however, are beyond storms, and forced the 
crew to stop filming at times. As did the early spring that 
arrived in the Bering straight in 1992. Although the cast 
and crew chased the -40 temperatures as far north as 
they could to continue filming, at one point they were 
forced to stop. With no money left, and an unfinished 
film, Massot was discouraged. It was at this stage that 
Bloom Films of Montreal entered the project and saved 
the picture. 

"We had 23 days to complete the picture in 
Canada," says Massot. "All the actors were back, we had 
a new crew, and only 23 days to do what would normally 
take 28." They stayed in Iqaluit, and filmed on Frobisher 
Bay, 15 kilometers from town. The film was completed in 
Montreal after that, with sound dubbing, some sub-titles 
added, credits, music, and edit ing. Inuit living in the 
Montreal area were used to add ambiance in some of the 
scenes inside igloos, or the trading posts for example. 
Lisa Epoo and her children Johnathan, and Andrew re­
member being in the sound studio trying to get moti­
vated to be excited in order to add some background 
talking. Lisa says she has seen the movie twice now, with 
her husband Daniel Epoo, Makivik's Corporate Secretary. 

It had its North American premiere as the opening 
film of the Montreal World Film Festival on August 25th. 
Shortly afterards, Makivik's President Simeonie 
Nalukturuk, and his wife Alacie, First Vice-President 
Zebedee Nungak, Willie Adams, and Inukjuak Mayor 
Jobie Epoo attended a special screening for the Montreal 
crew at which Director Claude Massot attended. Follow­
ing the screening, Zebedee and Jobie walked up to 
Massot, shook his hand, and gave the film the Inuit seal 
of approval. "We could feel the weather," they said jok­
ingly, but sincerely. Massot was touched. The French 
premiere is planned for January 18th. As usual, the North 
will have to wait for the video release, expected in 
February 1995. ^ 

• MAKIV1K NEWS 



Elisapee Inukpuk provides a learning 
e x p e r i e n c e f o r t h e s e g i r l s w h o 
observe how Inuit dolls are made. Story 
and photos by Bob Mesher. 



A_oA A ^ b d ^ L 
A^VC>o-°>W c 

inuit Culture 
as Taught 

c _ > c - W ^ c - < o - , b A^rt>C"c_a."»Lo- b AJ>A C 

A ^ ' d P U C A J ^ A O - -DO_AI>< Ac -SAo- b d c 

<rpPL>n s i_o c C A L S L c p?> "c -> ' 7 >o f

j < i % r "o_> , b . 
A-D^o_bsnb Ac-^o-<pn csA c AC-SS'KO-^J < so_PL>ri c 

O ' O V P L - ^ A r V < o - > ' <TbPPL>o-sLo- . D A O -
PL;>c c d ' o - o - s r c n j c <p<o- b A j % d P c - c -" ;b>p-PL^ c" 

A . bnur b s b> r- r-

j 3 Q _ r c ~ L -

> v o n v . 
Ac - -o -< c i c KA c _c.Arrc><?"c-<iT_ 

_o< s i ^ -o c n r - o c , A ^ A c Ac-s q D c 

njp<e-c-<iv < L L r < r , b A P L r o - b , 
A c S 3 DPP<?^c-<ipnb qbi>p-jrQ_v-
<Do- b A J ^ P T C n w . > d < 
A c _ A ' o _ s r sb_oAc-%l-[>n>^ c

 A . D A C 

A j , b d P ^ l C Z>PVP<nC>o- s l_o c Ac— 
S V d c . 

b A ^ O L V a - < b > p - P L ^ s r - o c  

J 0 . A L r A r v < r T b ^bop-vrr , 
c°c-Lo- c j o _ A L r n r > ^ o - c , L P ' A H , 
b(~IAb b<?Lrc, bfl A B A r V < o -
c-n_crT c , < K C b d o - b < L L J ^>o_A Lr 
D°>-l.AcSc->Tlo-c A P L ^ C - bfVL?> c 

j A V / n ' A r v < o - T i b^pnvc r ' j ^ : 
< V A r i o - b . A A V P I T 101 A L A P < P - ï 
n c K > ^ n > > ^ o - b , b>P ' L N 5 h c D K W P - I 
n%U'o- ( / c ^ o - ' J c r 1992o-CV) < L L J § 
bOA" A r V < o - r n . < r > < 'bOPAV-S 
L > n % r ' a - b c-dcr'-L A L A r < ? - i i 
n c K > ^ i a . y > ^ o - b . c b d < < V A ( i 
D S I V X A>p<e"c -nv r<v r b A < - V -
<<r>< <" B PPL>n s Lo- b D ' ^ L o - ' S O n ^ 

n c s % r ' - o c _DQ_A L r Ac -s c . 

Kc_ < cc_'^ c bnAt>< DPj< cnpp-rc?> 
A j , l d P T l > < A < r T j A r V < ? n V . PPPC

 O - A < V < J 
A J ^ T V - O O _ A > < -oo_c-%r-o- A j % d P T l 

A<e-c-p-

> ' b > P T b , 

I he process of incorporating the essence of Inuit Cul­
ture into all aspects of Nunavik's education system is a 
constant priority. Nearly all curriculum materials and les­
son plans that were first employed in the formal educa­
tion system were developed from the viewpoint of other 
cultures who had "discovered" the Inuit. In fact, when 
two peoples meet, it is as much of a discovery for one 
group as it is for the other. 

With courses and subject material being produced 
by regional organizations, Inuit 
learners are gaining possession 
of their own point of view, and 
students are making interesting 
discoveries of their own culture. 
Here are highlights of just some 
of the situations in which Inuit 
culture is given strong meaning 
through education. 

Prompted by f indings of 
the Nunavik Educational Task 
Force, members of five Nunavik 
organizations — Makivik, KRG, 
KSB, Avataq, and the Nunavik 
Consti tut ional Commit tee— 
have united to form the Educa­
tion Implementation Planning 
Group. From the 101 recom­
mendations found in the Task 
Force Report, [Silatunirmut, 
1992) and a KSB study of these 

recommendations, the Group aims to improve the sys­
tem, developing it even more specifically for the benefit 
of Nunavik students. 

Sala Padlayat is KSB's Coordinator of Language, 
Culture, and Religion Programs. Boys and girls in all 
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A ten-day (80-hour) course on hide tanning was given once 
more last fall, this time in Puvirnituq and Inukjuak. Previously, the 
course was managed solely by KSB, but this year the budget for 
the course was handed to Avataq. The tanning lessons were co­
ordinated within KRG's Traditional Skills Training Program. 

It was the third trip to Nunavik for tanning instructor Gaston 
Brassard, a trapper and big game hunters' guide from St-
Méthode. He says that at first some Inuit women found it kind 
of unusual that a man would be so involved in this type of 
work. Where he comes from, he says, handling animal skins 
in this way is traditionally a man's job, although this trend is 
changing. 

The "basically 3-step process" has proven to be suc­
cessful with all types of skins, incuding seal, muskrat, wolf, 
caribou, dog, fox, mink, lemming, goose head, and polar 
bear. Using the same techniques, Brassard has also tanned 
some more exotic skins, like boa snake, tiger, and yak. 

As a rule, Inuit have not often tanned animal hides, but 
curing in this way yields a more salable product to markets 
outside the region. One idea behind the program is to create 
a network of interested Inuit in Nunavik to operate a commer­
cial business. 

"In the late 1980s and early '90s, tanning almost died out 
in the South," says Brassard. He explains that the market is 
now picking up, as Europeans are fond of certain genuine 
animal skins. 

One possibility is to cure the potential number of seal 
and caribou pelts from Inter-Community Trade harvests. 
Brassard thinks that skins could possibly also be imported 
from other regions, such as the Northwest Territories. 
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Nunavik communities take culture classes. She says, 
"Not all lessons are hands-on activities. Sometimes they 
learn Inuit values, based on social life." 

When asked about the success of these lessons, 
Sala explains, "We have known past students who have 
become good carvers, some of them have become 
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Sala Padlayat (left). KSB's Culture Program Coordinator, poses here with the boys culture teachers. Standing (left to righ):Stevie Qumarluk. Jobie 
Katchaka, Thomusi Tumasie. Davidee Niviaxie, Inukpuk Echalook. Johnnie Akpakatak. Norman Hubloo. and Johnny Papigatuk. 
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knowledgeable hunters, and some girls have become ex­
cellent seamstresses, (learning from the school and from 
parents)." She sees the duty of education very much as 
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a way to plant a seed of interest in students and to en­
courage its growth. Sala guards against too much repeti­
tion that might turn students away from being inquisitive. 

Shiela Watt-Cloutier coordinates the efforts of the 
Education Implementation Planning Group. She feels 
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that it is impossible to learn Inuit culture solely in a 
classroom setting. One's culture is all-encompassing. 
She finds, "If you define culture in a much bigger way, 
that goes beyond the traditional skills or the land skills, 
then you talk about culture as a means of the commu­
nity — as a means of our Inuit spirit — as a means of 
how we see ourselves and what our value systems are, 

r^_o< < L L J L P *Pr"' . 
Girls culture teachers also at tended the early October pedagogical days in Kuujiuaq. Back row (left to right): Pasha Oweetaluktuk, Alicie Tooktoo, and Minnie 
Morgan. Middle row: Mary Tumasie, Maggie Saluaksiak, and Maggie Cain. Front row: Maggie Kiatainaq. Annie Alayco. Siasi Snowbal l , and Maggie Qisi iq. 
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including our att i tudes towards ourselves, towards 
others, and towards life." 

Paulusie Weetaluktuk, a KSB post secondary stu­
dent, is studying to be an aircraft pilot. He sees that 
besides the heart-felt benefit of knowing his roots, what 
he has learned in culture classes may mean survival if he 
is ever in a crash. "I will know how to build an igloo, how 
to go out hunting, and what to look for," he says, "I think 
the culture classes were a positive learning experience." 

Another pilot project, which KSB got off the ground 
last September, involves secondary students in Inukjuak 
and Akulivik. The purpose is to find out to what extent 
more hours of Inuit-based teaching, during preferred 
time periods, will increase student interest and motiva­
tion. Students in the program, for example, are learning 
Nunavik History and Geography. Classroom lessons 
sometimes combine outdoor excursions. The Board is 
also learning ways to teach further secondary-level sub­
jects using Inuktitut. 

On the morning that Makivik News observed an 
Innalik School secondary-one class, teacher Ida Ningiuk 
had invited Pasha Nowra in to share some of her recol­
lections. The group of young teenagers were captivated 
by her accounts of famine and perseverance. Ida simul­
taneously incorporated some words from the Elder's 
story into an Inuktitut vocabulary lesson. 
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Ida Ningiuk and her students listen to stories told by Pasha Nowra. I 
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Historic photos are now available to students on CD ROM. 
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Students in Nunavik now have computer access to 
1000 historical photographs, which were selected by 
KSB Inuit culture teachers from the Avataq collection. 
The images are stored on CD ROM as a joint effort in­
volving KSB, Avataq, and Nutaaq Media of Montreal. 
Promoters of the technological collection see it as an in­
teresting way to provide important information to stu­
dents and, in some cases, are like a family photo album, 
ages are classified into themes and capt ioned in 
Inuktitut, English, and French. 

All schools in Nunavik have the technology to make 
good use of this collection. The photos are to encourage 
students to experiment with computer manipulation pro­
grams. Recognizable printouts of the images can also be 
taken home for family discussions. 

Some information about the photographs was not 
available to Avataq at the time of production. They ask 
anyone viewing these images to contribute any missing 
details that they have to add to the collection. Instruc­
tions for this will appear on the computer screen. 

There are other unheralded situations in which Inuit 
are living and learning their own culture. Radio, televi­
sion, traditional seasonal activities, and daily social inter­
action culminate with classroom experience. Those offi­
cially involved in the development of valid, useful, and at­
tractive cultural programs respect it as a time-consuming 
process. But — we're getting there! ^ 
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P u v i r n i t u k ' s 
M o n u m e n t a l 
Masterpiece 
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Peter Boy Ittukalak carv­
ing the cover design of 
Taamusi Qumaq's d ic ­
t ionary into his granite 
masterpiece of a mother 
and her child. Story and 
photos by Bob Mesher. 
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This mi ldewed diagram of first cuts made into the granite hung on the wall of his 
workshop during the project. 

ear the Puvirnituq River some helpful children carry 
bucket fulls of berry containers out to the canoes where 
family members of all ages are getting ready for a day out 
on the land. Up on the road, two girls try to ride a bicy­
cle, double, over a slope that they know is too steep, but 
still they try. A matted husky dog prances along behind 
them as if they are hard to keep up with. And at the ball 
field a group of teenage boys approach a high wire 
fence, hop over it, and continue on without changing the 
rhythm of their pace. 

It's Saturday, and the cool outdoors is brimming with 
the freshness of autumn, following a late September 
week of gusty dull weather. But unlike many, Peter Boy 
Ittukalak is not going with anybody to pick berries or to 
hunt for a caribou. 

His Honda is parked beside the giant woman and 
her child that he has been freeing from the twelve tons of 
granite which was delivered by ship from the Saguenay/ 

Lac St-Jean Region more 
than a year ago. The 
nearly 8-foot-tall sculpture 
depicts a mother with a 
book in one hand, leading 
her boy off to somewhere 
important with the other. 
The wondering child car­
ries a copy of the Inuktitut 
dictionary that was com­
piled by Tamusi Qumak. 

The sculptor has been 
staying awake long hours 
lately, contemplat ing 
whether the syllables on 
the cover of "Puvirnituk's 
first dictionary" should be 
carved in low relief or in­
cised into the granite sur­
face. His decision is the 
former and there is no 

turning back. 
Peter Boy's protective outfit and the hypnotic drone 

of an air compressor coming from his tiny workshop 
makes it hard for him to sense observers right away. The 
outdoor workspace is covered by a plywood platform 
that keeps his tools from landing in the sand. The area is 
banked up with flat-sided pebbles, like crushed gravel. "I 
chipped every one of them," he realizes. 

He has taken part in snow sculpture competitions in 
Québec City and Japan, and has also traveled to other 
places, demonstrating the art of soapstone carving, most 
recently in France. 

Aipilie Kenuayuak, principal of the brand new 
Iguarsivik School, explained that the funding for this 
project, (Nunavik's first sculpted granite monument) was 
made available by a policy which requires one percent of 
the budget for any Québec Government-sponsored 
building to support the fine arts. A local Art Budget Com­
mittee was formed, and voted to have a monument res­
urrected outside of the school, rather than to purchase a 
larger collection of smaller works. 
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A competition was held to see who would do the 
work. The proposed soapstone maquettes for the con­
test had to fit within certain physical dimensions; they 
had to have an educational theme depicting an aspect of 
traditional Inuit culture; and the form had to be simplified, 
without too much fine detail or any easily breakable ap­
pendages. 

The Principal, himself an accomplished carver, was 
in the group that chose the winning carving from six po­
tential works. "It was not difficult to choose (Peter Boy's 
carving)," he told Makivik News. "It was obvious that this 
was the right one. We didn't even have to vote, it was so 
obvious." 

Adorning a comfortable reading space in the 
entrance of the school is a ceramic mural, based on a 
drawing by Peter Qauritaiyuk, as well as a wooden and 
glass qulliq-shaped table made by Jacques Cyr. These 
were also commissioned from the same budget. 

Pascale Archambault, a stone sculptor from Mon­
treal, arranged for the equipment and large rock to be 
delivered to Puvirnituq. She also worked with Peter for 
six weeks at the beginning of the project, familiarizing 
him with the hard medium and training him to use the 
grinders and special pneumatic tools. The sculpting 
tools are staying in the community, available for future 
stone carving. In some parts of the world, granite sculp­
ture has proven to withstand millenniums of exposure to 
the elements. 

Some of the excitement that was in Puvirnituq when 
the huge block of granite first arrived is fueled again now 
that the sculpting process is at an end. Aani Palliser-
Tulugak says, "When I see that (monument), I think of all 
the big important buildings down south. It makes me feel 
that we have an important building in this community 
also." 

When asked how the subjects in the work made her 
feel, she says: "It makes me remember that, as women, 
we have to be concerned about our childrens' education. 
I think that it shows very well how important a mother is 
to a chi ld. We need to talk to our chi ldren and be 
involved." 

The new school is certainly an important building, 
and nobody is more proud of it than the Vice-Principal, 
Claude Vallières. He was first introduced to Puvirnituq in 
1970, and has been a teacher there since 1978. 

Vallières takes a lot of satisfaction in the fact that, 
"from the very beginning, when we first started to think 
about the new school it was really a community project." 
A Construction Committee, including school administra­
tors, teachers, support staff, and parents worked closely 
with the Kativik School Board and the architect through­
out planning and construction. 

"We made major changes (to the original blueprints) 
from the very beginning," he says. Working within the 
obtainable 3,393 square meters of floor space, their first 
priority was to have a building that would best accom­
modate its users: elementary and secondary students 
who are taught in three separate languages. "The needs 
of kindergarten students is not the same as the needs of 
secondary five students," Vallières explains. 

Besides other modern qualities, Iguarsivik School 
boasts a special classroom for the hearing impaired, an 
elevator for the physically handicapped, a two-f loor 
library, and a large art room that can be divided in two by 
a folding wall. One side of the building is prepared for an 
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extension that he thinks will be needed soon, in view of 
Puvirnituk's growing population. 

Mayor Noah Adamie Qumalluk is one of Puvirnituk's 
renowned soapstone carvers. From his past experience 
of trying to sculpt from harder rock, he is especially im­
pressed with Peter Boy's work. When asked about his 
convictions as an artist, he explains, "An (Inuk) artist un­
derstands his environment—the ways of the animals, the 
ways of living out on the tundra, even in the communi­
ties; he understands what's around him." 

Noah-Adamie thinks that it is important to spend 
time in the environment outside of the community, "to 
learn our traditions and lifestyle; surviving in the North." 
He adds, "The artist creates something that he has seen, 
that he has experienced, and that he has learned from 
his parents." 

He has taught Inuit language and culture for ten 
years before his election to the position of mayor and is 
very pleased with the new school. He hopes that this 
"masterpiece done by a local Inuk" will help to motivate 
students to be creative. 

A large forklift from the last ship of the season was 
supposed to raise the heavy monument up onto its con­
crete pedestal. Unfortunately, there were no straps in the 
community strong enough to hold the weight and the 
plan is called off for now. It is not likely that the carving 
will be mounted permanently in place until the 1995 ship­
ping season. 

An unveiling of the work will mark the official open­
ing of Iguarsivik School. This new school is the result of 
years of planning and concessions among the commu­
nity, the government, and the school board. Throughout 
these talks, a number of key Elders — who have since 
passed away — have devoted their efforts to providing 
only the best in education for their grandchildren. These 
include Allie Kanayuk, Tamusi Qumak, Dora Sallualuk, 
and Paulusie Sivuak. 

Peter Boy Ittukalak started to learn about carving 
from his grandfather when he was only four. Throughout 
his time on the project he would spend mornings at 
home, baby-sit t ing. Then he was off to work on the 
monument. But with his two granite people completed, 
greeting all to the main entrance of Iguarsivik School, he 
will have more time for hunting. He will also have more 
time to develop his artistic expressions in soapstone or 
maybe even in some other materials. In any case, this 
landmark achievement will certainly influence the pro­
duct ion of contemporary Inuit art, especially from 
Puvirnituq. ^ 
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In early August, during two nights filled with music and 
wonder, a stage lit with multicoloured lights vibrated with 
talent in Inukjuak. Billed as the World Inuit Artists Show­
case, the two shows were designed to gather Inuit artists 
from Nunavik, Nunavut, Alaska, and Greenland. For 
Inukjuak residents the concerts divided the summer in 
two. People returned from their camps to attend, not 
wanting to miss the spectacle. 

The Inukjuak Artist's Association had worked for 
months to put together the funding, invite artists from all 

over the Arctic, and gather the 
equipment needed to host such an 
event. Although a few pieces of 
lighting equipment were stuck en-
route, the artists had arrived, which 
is what mattered most. 

The performers included a pair 
of traditional Yup'ik drum dancers 
from Alaska, a classical violinist 
from Fairbanks, a trio of Inuit folk 
singers from Nuuk, the Takuginai 
puppets from IBC, throat singers 
from Inukjuak, Inuit pop rock four­
some Tuniit from Arctic Bay, Charlie 
Ekho and his new CD from Iqaluit, 
the Chief of Police from Puvirnituq 
on electronic keyboard accompa­
nied by his sister, f iddler Charlie 
Tumic from Umiujaq, rock groups 

from Inukjuak, and a drama group from Pond Inlet. Alto­
gether they lived up to the promotor's vision of a show­
case of Inuit talent. 

It should be remembered that a concert of such 
magnitude had never been attempted before in Inukjuak, 
including the idea of selling tickets ($25 each). But this 
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proved to be no obstacle, and the first night, the Inalik 
school gymnasium was packed with about 1000 eager 
concert-goers. Following welcoming remarks by the 
Inukjuak Artist's Association President Johnny Naktialuk, 
an opening prayer, and official remarks by Mayor Jobie 
Epoo, the Charlie Iqaluk Band from Inukjuak took to the 
stage and warmed up the crowd. 

Charlie's band has been together for about three 
years. One of the songs they sang was called Nunavut, 
referring to the land and the environment, not the new 
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political Territory. "The point of the song," says Charlie, 
"is that we should be easier on the environment because 
it's being contaminated." Their style of music is folk rock, 
with a strong emphasis on vocals. Band members in­
clude Charlie Iqaluk on guitars and vocals, Mina 
Nastapoka on vocals, drummer Eric Atagotaaluk, Paul 
Kasudluak on guitar, Jolly Aculiak on keyboards, and 
Jobie Oweetaluktuk on bass. The Inukjuak based group 
was instrumental in organizing the concert as well. 

One thing is clearly evident from observing Inuit per­
formers in the past few years: electronic instruments are 
very popular. Keyboards, especially have taken root in 
many homes. It is not uncommon to visit a home and see 
young people playing a Casio and a Yamaha keyboard at 
the same time. Similarly, electronic drum machines are 
also popular, as are electronic guitar effects pedals. 

The second group to perform—Tuniit from Arctic 
Bay—used a drum machine, and a multiple electric gui­
tar effects unit to create a unique pop music sound. 
Lucas Attagutsiak played bass, Noah Qaqqasiq handled 
the guitar and pedal unit, Harry lyerak sang lead vocals 
and played some percussion, while Lucy Qaqqasiq han­
dled back-up vocals and tambourine. At times sounding 
like the Roxette of the Arctic, the foursome sang ener­
getic songs about fairly existential topics. After their per­
formance, Lucas explained some of the songs. 
"Quyanamik means 'thank you ' . Sometimes we lose 
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hope, we feel weak. It's a song about individual human 
beings. We thought people would relate to it, gain self-
esteem, and become stronger." The other members of 
the group nodded intently, all absorbed with the inter­
view. It's clear from talking with the foursome that in their 
community of Arctic Bay, they have experienced the 
roller coaster of emotions and experiences Inuit youth 
face across the Arctic. That they converted these experi­
ences into such positive messages, and such terrific pop 
music is indeed a gift. Their second song of the evening 
was called Opagasaq, which they explained as meaning 

their destination in heaven. We hope that one of their 
destinations on earth will be a recording studio, so that 
they'll share their music with the world. 

Tuniit were followed on stage by the child pleasing 
Takuginai puppets of IBC fame, and more traditional per­
formers such as Leah Surusila, on accordion (with back­
up from members of the Charlie Iqaluk band). Leah's 
melodies made the crowd hoot and holler with delight, 
and caused a few to dance in front of the stage. Iqaluit's 
singing sensation Jimmy Ekho, who is quickly making a 
name for himself, sang the title song from his new CD 
Guti after that. He even threw out copies of the CD to the 
cheering crowd. A vocal group from Pond Inlet featuring 
six female vocalists impressed the audience with their 
harmonies, and traditional rhythm chants, some accom­
panied by ball tossing, and hand clapping. 

Throat singers, young and old performed as well. 
The young generation were represented by Annie K. 
Alaku and Sarah Sivuaraapik, who have traveled far and 
wide, notably to Europe to perform. They were followed 
by veterans Mary Patsauq-lqaluk and Nellie Echalook, 
recently featured in an episode of On The Road Again. 
Both groups were from Inukjuak. 

Taakku, the all-male trio from Greenland, were a real 
discovery for the Inukjuak crowd. With a pair of acoustic 
guitars, and three voices, the sound was very definately 
folk-rock. And with that, accompanying political mes­
sages of cultural erosion in Greenland, national con­
sciousness, and the beauty of the land. The three men, 
Miki Jacobsen, Pavia Lumholt, and Kunuk Platou are 
multi-talented. Miki is an accomplished artist, Kunuk 
draws cartoons, and Pavia is a medical student in 
Denmark. They were very well received by the crowd on 
both nights, and displayed some of their artwork on the 
walls around the gymnasium. 

Waiting patiently for his turn both nights was Johnny 
Oovaut and Rhoda Ezekiel. Johnny is the Chief of Police 
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in Puvirnituq. He's a big guy with a big heart. Originally 
from Quaqtaq, he sings gospel songs about life issues. 
He says when people tell him his songs helped prevent a 
suicide, that inspires him. Accompanied by Rhoda 
Ezekiel on vocals, Johnny and his Yamaha PSR510 are a 
one-man band. He programs his keyboard with drums, 
bass, and other instruments. He has recorded a few 
songs with the CBC in 1991, and looks forward to the 
opportunity to record again. 

Keeping in mind that the concert was a showcase of 
talent, the two performing acts from Alaska stood out 
from the rest for many reasons. One was a traditional 
drum dance and chant act, while the other was a solo 
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^ • h a r l i e Adams creates his music early in the morning. 
He likes to be alone, in the living room, at 5 a.m. "People 
are still sleeping. It's great to see the world when the sun 
is coming up, that is what is inspiring," says Charlie. 

His motivation to create is certainly not money, he 
says with a trace of frustration. He is 
motivated by the notion that he is do­
ing something to preserve Inuit cul­
ture. "I know one day we might lose 
our language," he begins, "So I 
thought if I sang about it, and sang 
about our way of living, our Igends, or 
our dreams, maybe I could help." 

Charlie has been recording since 
1975 when he produced a six-song 
45 at the CBC studios in Toronto. He 
has recorded three albums since 
then: Minstrel On Ice, Charlie Adams, 
and Piruvit. In all, he has recorded 

over 30 songs, and written more than 100. 
His most famous song, Quviasuppunga, has be­

come the Inuit national anthem. It is traditionally played 
at the end of concerts. He wrote it to help those who are 
thinking about suicide. The song is an antidote to those 
feelings, as its message is simply, " I 'm happy to be 

alive." 
Charlie has heard stories that 

people have turned away from sui­
cide after hearing the song on the ra­
dio. Children come up to Charlie 
when he travels and sing the song to 
him. Even Charlie Arngak, the Mayor 
of Kangiqsujjuaq went up to Charlie 
in Kuujjuaq one time, and instead of 
shaking his hand, sang 
Quviasuppunga. 

Curiously, Charlie wrote it in 
1985 while stranded in Kuujjuaraapik 
waiting for a plane. When he found 

out that Air Inuit would put one seat on a twin otter, oth­
erwise fi l led with food cargo, to take him home to 
Inukjuak, Charlie was so happy he composed the song 
on the spot. 
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violin performance. 
Heidi Senugetuk, of Fairbanks Alaska performed on 

the second night only, and truly capitvated the crowd. 
She walked out with a violin for what many must have 
thought would be a performance of fiddle music. Instead, 
dressed in formal evening clothes, she explained what 
she was about to perform, and looking intently at her 
music stand, paused as a slience crept over the room, 
and then launced into some of the Caprice Variations by 
George Rochberg. The modern classical music some­
times jolted listeners with its sudden sharp high pitched 
bursts, the kind of violin heard on the soundtrack of a 
suspense movie. The audience reacted en masse with a 
loud "aaaaah" sound, or laughter. But they listened at­

tentively. She also played a 
piece accompanied by Real 
Veilleux of Inukjuak com­
posed for her in June by Elliot 
Miles McKinley called Waltz 
for Heidi. 

It was with great antici­
pation that the audience re­
ceived the duo from Alaska 
Chuna Mclntyre and Marie 
Meade, in a group called the 
Numamta Yup'lk Dancers, 
from Nunapicuaq, Alaska. 
Dressed in tradtional Yup'lk 
ceremonial parkas, Marie car­
ried the drum, while Chuna 
fol lowed slowly, his head 
covered. He explained the 
songs in English while Marie 
kept up a low, steady rythym 
on the drum, and then 
launched into the dance with 
great drama, arms flailing, in 

a crouched position, head turning from side to side, wav­
ing hand pieces decorated with long hairs from the cari­
bou throat in winter. Each song performed included vari­
ous costume changes. The performance began with both 
wearing full ceremonial parka, but with each song, 
accessories come and go. 

Offstage, they talk about the significance of colours 
used as trim on the parka, and kamiqs—red and blue 
beads. The blue signifies the sky and the ocean, while 
red is the blood of the mother. Marie explains that the 
tassels on her kamiks are pretend flies, they are to re­
mind them of the summer during the winter months. 
Marie is a language specialist who teaches at the Univer­
sity of Anchorage, while Chuna's passion is the Yup'lk 
culture, and the restoration of the culture to a new 
museum in their home village. He has traveled to many 
European museums to discover authentic artifacts taken 
from the Alaskan shores. 

An appropriate end to the two evenings of perform­
ances was provided by Charlie Adams, a veteran Arctic 
performer from Inukjuak. Backed up by Jobie 
Oweetaluktuk on bass, and Johnny Naktialuk on Drums, 
Adams had the crowd singing along with him. His song, 
Quviasuppunga, one of the best known tunes in the 
Arctic, was used as the grand finale of the Showcase, 
one in which all artists were presented on stage by 
organizer Johnny Naktialuk, and then sang in unison 
Quviasuppunga — life is beautiful. ^ 
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Constitutionally 
Speaking 

I he last time we published this column was exactly 
two years ago {Makivik News #25, Winter 1992/93). The 
Charlottetown Accord had died a miserable death in a re­
sounding 'No' vote nation-wide, save for the Inuit Arctic 
region, where the opinion was overwhelmingly on the 
'Yes' side. "Yes, we want a renewed Canada," the Inuit 
said in unison. So the debate is back, in another guise, 
though not so unfamiliar that we can't recognise it. 

To re-cap. Charlottetown was voted down in Octo­
ber 1992 in a national referendum. The federal Tories 
went down to the worst electoral defeat in Canadian his­
tory a year later. Jean Chrétien was elected Prime Minis­
ter of Canada with a majority Liberal government, while 
the Bloc Québécois formed the official opposi t ion. 
Chrétien promised that he wouldn't talk about the Con­
stitution. Now it looks like he might 
have to. More recently, in Quebec, 
the separatist Parti Québécois won 
the provincial election on September 
12th by a much slimmer margin than 
they had expected. They ran on a 
clear platform of independence, and 
thus we have the return of the consti­
tutional debate. 

In the few months since the PQ 
election, the statements that have 
emerged from Premier Parizeau make 
it clear that he intends to stick to the 
agenda to hold a referendum on the 
question of Quebec sovereignty 
sometime in 1995, which is what the 
party said it would do during the 
election campaign. 

In Nunavik, Inuit are revisiting 
territory they have been to in 1980 
when the first referendum on inde­
pendence was held. At that time Inuit 
held their own referendum. At the 
time of writing, there has been no de­
cision as to whether this will repeat it­
self, as there has yet to be an an­
nouncement from Quebec for the 
date of the referendum. 

More pressing on the Inuit Agenda are the day-to­
day matters germane to eking out a living in Nunavik. In 
the years since the 1980 referendum, the Inuit organiza­
tions have matured and developed to the point where 
they are the engines of the economic, social, and politi­
cal development of the region. To this end the achieve­
ments are numerous, and progress, albeit slow, is meas­
urable. For its part, Makivik has maintained the funds for 
the beneficiaries of Nunavik, and has created and man­
aged new subsidiary companies well enough that they 
make some profit. 

Currently on the agenda for Makivik are a series of 
formal negotiations relating to development and political 
projects. These include talks with Falconbridge Limited 
regarding the Raglan Nickel Mine, Hydro-Québec regard­
ing the proposed Great Whale project, the Government 
of Canada regarding the Inuit of Nunavik claim to the off­

shore areas of Northern Quebec, and the Quebec Gov­
ernment regarding the creation of a Nunavik Assembly. 

There are other series of negotiations that Makivik is 
working on, but these are the main ones, and have been 
worked on steadily for many years. With the election of 
the Parti-Quebecois to power, and its publicly stated de­
sire to hold a referendum, the Inuit Agenda is being sub­
jected to all sorts of pressure to speed up, shift gears, go 
this way or that way—as is usually the case when the 
South wants to make a big decision. 

The proposed Great Whale Hydro project is a case in 
point. Makivik followed a practical path regarding this 
project, never publicly opposing or supporting Great 
Whale. Its goal was to obtain as much information about 
the project as possible, both in its direct negotiations 

with Hydro-Québec, and in its partici­
pation in the environmental review 
process. Readers will recall that 
Makivik signed an Agreement- in-

fern teaf~lT* Principle on April 14th, 1994. Sud-
l I denly, on Friday the 18th of Novem­

ber, Premier Jacques Parizeau an­
nounced that the project would be 
put "on ice" indefinitely. Parizeau 
made the remarks in the context of 
an emotional rebuke to statements 
made earlier that day in Washington 
by Crée Chief Matthew Coon-Come. 
Although put "on ice" indefinitely, the 
project was not canceled. For this 
reason, Makivik will continue its work 
towards negotiating a Final Agree­
ment with Hydro-Quebec, as well as 
part icipating in the Environmental 
Review Process until the project has 
officially been canceled, and both 
Hydro-Ouébec, and the Environmen­
tal Review Committees have been 
formally notified. 

Based on the conf l ict ing re­
sponse of some government minis­
ters, union leaders, and business 

groups, the decision to shelve Great Whale was clearly 
part of a political agenda geared towards preparing the 
terrain for the upcoming referendum. While Quebec is 
renovating its agenda, Inuit continue with the business of 
developing their region. 

Inuit did not make frequent boisterous declarations 
during the Quebec election campaign, or in the months 
following the election of the PQ. Makivik intends to con­
sult with the populat ion, and with the leaders of all 
Nunvik organizations before making the sort of grand 
declarations that southern reporters are hoping for. 

So far, Makivik has publicly stated that it intends to 
carry on with its agenda, as noted above. It has also 
stated that Inuit would prefer a united Canada. This 
should come as no surprise to anyone, considering the 
history of political relations between Inuit and southern 
governments. 

Welcome back to the debate. Merry Christmas. ^ 
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Ever since the 1994 Makivik Annual General Meeting 
held in Salluit last March, the Operating Budget for the 
current fiscal year has developed into a vehicle for 
change within the Corporat ion. The AGM gave the 
Makivik Executives, and members of the Board of Direc­
tors a mandate to reduce the corporation's operating ex­
penses. 

The mandate largely fell on the shoulders of 
Makivik's Treasurer Peter Adams. He created a Budget 
Review Committee composed of the senior managers of 
Makivik Corporation—people who knew well the many 
issues the Corporation was dealing with, and who had 
firsthand knowledge of the expenses. 

"We looked at where we are spending, what the 
mandates are, and how we could reduce costs without 
affecting the mandates," explains Peter Adams. This 
magazine is a good example of that. Stephen Hendrie of 
the Information Department was interviewed by the 
Budget Review Committee about the operations of the 
Information Department. It became apparent that cost 
savings in the order of $45,000 could be made by resort­
ing to less expensive printing methods for Makivik News, 
and the Annual Report, without reducing the information 
contained in the publications. 

A similar interview process was held for each of the 
persons responsible for managing budgets in the Corpo­
ration. In this manner, during the spring and summer 
months, the members of the Budget Review Committee 
did valuable work in assessing Makivik's vital activities, 
and drafted up a concise eight page document contain­
ing specific recommendations for the members of the 
Makivik Executives and BOD to consider during the 
course of the Budgetary approval meetings in October. 

The BOD meeting began Monday October 31st, and 
ended Friday November 4th. On Wednesday November 
9th we interviewed Treasurer Peter Adams about what 
had been accepted by the members of the Board as a 
result of the recommendations made by the Budget Re­
view Committee. He listed a number of items that were 
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cut, "For example, we reduced executives travel benefits 
in half. The transportation allowance for northern em­
ployees was cut in half. Two positions were eliminated in 
the President's Department. The Inuit Justice Task Force 
had a budget of $200,000 last year, it was reduced by 
$180,000 to $20,000 this year as its work is winding 
down. We'll be saving money by sending less people to 
meetings. We had to reduce the amount we give to other 
Inuit organizations a bit. When Louis Mercier left the 
Quebec City office to work for KRG, we did not replace 
the position. The mayors will have to pay for their own 
airfare and accommodat ions when they attend the 
Makivik AGM. Board of Governor benefits were reduced. 
The Executives will take advantage of telephone confer­
ence calls more often to hold meetings," explained Peter 
adding that those were just a sample of the type of re­
ductions involved. 

We asked about the operating budget that resulted 
from this process. "The operating budget, strictly speak­
ing, for the fiscal year October 1, 1994 - September 30, 
1995 is $6,620,781. Makivik News reported the 93-94 
Makivik operating budget to be $8,359,007. Peter added 
that there are some expenditures that Makivik has taken 
on in recent years that are listed separately from the 
operating budget. These include $1-million for social 
issues, $312,840 for repairs to recreational infrastructure, 
$365,000 in community donations, and $417,695 for 
Special Issues. With the addition of $630,000 for depre­
ciation, these items bring the budget up to $9,346,316. 

When compared to the previous year, with 
the same supplementary budget expendi­
tures taken into account, the 93-94 budget 
amounted to $11,007,612. Thus the overall 
reduction is $1,661,296 in 1994-95. 

The Board and Governors were also 
given a report on the performance of the 
investment porfolio for the fiscal year end­
ing September 30, 1994. The Realized 
Return on the portfolio was $9,257,481. 
The Average Yield on Realized Return was 
8.92%. Again, the stock and bond portfo­
lios were strong performers, with the 
stocks showing a Realized Return of 
$3,197,371 for an Average Yield of 
11.19%, and the Bonds had a Realized 
Return of $2,028,371 and a Yield of 
10.51 %. The other investment holdings are 
in Short Term Notes, Term Deposits, 
Loans, and Quebec Debentures. 

The budget was a major item, but not 
the only one on the agenda, which listed 

23 items. Progress reports were made to the members of 
the BOD on the main series of negotiations Makivik is 
currently undertaking, namely with Hydro-Québec 
regarding the proposed Great Whale project, 
Falconbridge regarding the Raglan Nickel Mine project, 
the Government of Canada regarding the Nunavik com­
prehensive claim to the offshore areas of Northern 
Quebec, and with the Quebec Government regarding the 
Nunavik Government. The nature of the discussions at 
the Board meeting was inform the BOD and Governors of 
the progress to date in these negotiations. 

The meeting ended swiftly on Friday November 4th. 
Members of the Board, Governors, and Executives 
returned to their communities on Saturday. ^ 
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M a k i v k ' s Board of Directors, Executives and Depart­
ment Heads got a chance to taste some Nunavik Arctic 

Foods during the annual 
BOD budget review meet­
ing last November. Master 
Butcher and Chef, Laurier 
Therrien was invited to 
Montreal to prepare the 
caribou and seal as he 
would serve them in La 
Tannerie, his wild game 
restaurant in Quebec 
City. The resulting menu 
included "Carré 
Français" caribou with 
honey and ginger, seal 
meat medallions in black 
peppercorn sauce and a 

sampling of seal sausages 
— a soon- to-be NAF.Inc. 
product which combines 
seal meat with pork and 
zesty spices. Scal lops, 
shrimp and arctic char were 
provided through Bob Deer, 
Seaku Fisheries and 
Inuksiutiit. 

Makivik's Third Vice-
President, Mark T. Gordon 
acted as commentator for 
the evening, which included 
a multi-media show on last 
year's Tourism, Youth and 
Training and Inter-Commu­
nity Trade act ivi t ies, a 
Nunavik tour ism promo­
tional video titled Voyage au 
delà 55e parallel and Sur la 
piste de l'ours blanc a film 
which featured Lucassie 
Billy Etook. An unsched­
uled entertainment h igh­
light was Zebedee Nun-
gak's impromptu stand-up 
comedy. 

Mark T. Gordon and 
Bruno Pilozzi conceived 

the idea of the event just a 
week before the arrival of the 
Board of Directors. Bruno 
Pilozzi said the hustling he and 
his staff had to do was well 
worth it. "Without a doubt , 
financial projections and budg­
ets are important, but it's also 
important to see the results of 
those invested monies and 
efforts. What better way to 
explain projects than to present 
the final products." 

LPAt>< D K S ' S T 
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I he opening of the ' 

community process- j 
ing centres has been 
delayed until early 
January 1995. The 
late arrival of winter 
in Nunavik and delay 
of snowmobile use, makes it nearly impossible to trans­
port the harvested caribou back to the community 
processing centres (CPCs). which are often 50 or 60 
kilometers away. As Peter May of Makivik's Renewable 
Resources Department explained, the CPCs are often 50 
or 60 kilometers away and to meet inspection, the cari­
bou must be delivered to the CPCs whole, as opposed to 
quartered. Travel by canoe is not a reasonable alterna­
tive. In addition, inspection regulations require that the 
harvest take place during winter, when the snow provides 
a clean surface on which the caribou can be eviscerated. 

Tikile Kleist, Makivik's Assistant to the Third Vice-
President, also stressed the importance of the certifica­
tion of harvesters and training of processors taking place 
the week prior to the plant openings. This way employ­
ees can immediately put into pract ice what they've 
learned. 

Forty-five hours per community of training will be 
provided jointly through the Kativik School Board and 
Makivik's Renewable Resources department. It is now 
scheduled to begin immediatley after the Christmas 
holidays. 
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r lant mangers George 
Pilurtuk, Mark Anna-
nack, Davidee Sappa 
and manager-in-training 
Annie Okpik participated 
in their first training ses­
sion this fall in Quaqtaq. 
The managers are a key 
part of NAF, Inc. with nu­
merous responsibilit ies 
such as hiring and 
supervising plant em­
ployees, purchasing 
equipment, shipping 
products to retail out­
lets, ensuring that the 
plant is spotlessly clean 
at the end of every work 
day, handling emergen­
cies like compressor 
breakdowns, plus filling 
out payroll sheets, daily 
processing logs, inven­
tory control forms, ship­
ping bills and the list 
goes on! 

Instructors for this 
first session were Danny 
Gallant, Operations 
Manager and Francis 
Lord, Finance and Ad­
ministration Manager of 
NAF, Inc.. 
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Please submit them to: 

Makivik News 
Nunavik Arctic Foods, Inc. Update 
650 32nd Avenue, 6th Floor 
Lachine, Quebec H8T 3K5 
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M rs. Barbara Graham, 
° Inukjuak's guest of honor 

from Oct. 18th to 24th, lived in the community from 1962 
to 1975 as a nurse, religion teacher, girl guide leader, 
women's auxiliary organizer, mother of 2 boys, and wife 
of the late Anglican Reverend Bill Graham. Private and 
organizational donations, including free tickets from Air 
Inuit, were raised to bring her up to visit old friends and 
their families. 
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U n g a v a communities 
were distressed last 
October by a helicopter crash in the area that claimed the 
lives of all four who were on board, specifically Molly 
Annanack, Pilot Jean-Pierre Savoie, Dr. Jean Émond, and 
Nurse Jean-François Leduc. The Heli-Harricana aircraft 
was on a medical evacuation flight to Kuujjuaq at the time 
of the crash. 

We offer our condolences to the families of those 
who lost loved ones in the accident. 
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r \ major Inuit art exhibition opened on October 6th at the Cana­
dian Museum of Civilization. Isumavut: The artistic expression of 
nine Cape Dorset Women features 188 different works. They are 
prints, drawings, acrylic paintings, jewelry and sculptures. 

A book, Inuit Women Artists: Voices from Cape Dorset, was 
published in conjunction with the exhibition. Isumavut will run 
until September 24, 1995. 

Meanwhile, the Museum's childrens' gallery will host an Inuit 
exhbition called Siqiniq. The exhibition will feature some photo­
graphs from Makivik's collection, including works by Bob Mesher. 

Both exhibit ions will be open while the Qaggiq '95 Inuit 
Cultural Festival takes place. 
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An interactive symposium to ex-
plore how the information highway /-^cSnV w e a r > 
can benefit Wie Worth was broad- v ÉeggagJgfJjffl! ^ 
casf to 96 Accf/c commnities on TVNC, November 23-25. 

DFO held a conference to share available information on 
beluga populations, with respect to conservation meas­
ures and Inuit subsistance needs, at their research cen­
tre in Mont-Joli, November 21-25. 

On November 18th, 1994, Quebec Premier Jacques 
Parizeau put the $13-billion Great Whale hydro-electric 
project "on ice" indefinately. 

Two five-pin and two 10-pin bowling lanes have been 
constructed onto the Kuujjuaq Forum. 

Unaaq Fisheries is conducting a 12-week Business De­
velopment Training Course for aboriginal people. For in­
formation, call (613) 234-4550. 

Kuujjuaq now has a greenhouse which will be used to 
propagate local plants for the re-vegetation of barrel 
clean-up sites and residential areas. 

David Kootook, who died while caring for pilot Martin 
Hartwell after their plane crashed north of Yellowknife in 
December, 1972, finally received official recognition for 
his bravery from Governor General Raymon Hnatyshyn. 
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Kuu j juaq has one, Inukjuak has one, and now Puvirnituq is 
also opening a group home in their community. Nunavik's 
third such youth protection facility, operated by Inuulitsivik 
Social Services, will begin receiving their 12-to-18-year-old 
clients from the Hudson's Bay Coast this winter. 
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s t e p p i n g o n s o a p s t o n e 

Pi tseolak Pinguartuq of Kangiqsujuaq has discovered a 
soapstone quarry that has not been in use for seemingly 
thousands of years. Another resident, Lucassie Nappaaluk, 
has viewed the quarry and says that estimating by the 
types of remnants that were found there it is possible that 
Inuit may have come to the site from as far away as Labra­
dor or Baffin Island for its high grade of soapstone. 

Previously unknown, even to Elders, the site is only 
about half a mile from the community. There is no evidence 
of modern or metal objects. The find was made in October, 
too late for excavation, and residents are eager for next 
summer when archaeologists will be able to safely unearth 
this magnificent discovery. 
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M ary Simon was appointed as Canada's f irst 
Circumpolar Ambassador. The announcement was 
made October 20th by Foreign Affairs Minister André 

Ouellet and Minister of Indian Af­
fairs and Northern Development 
Ron Irwin. 

During her 25 years of political 
experience in the Arct ic, Mary 
Simon has been President and First 
Vice-President of Makivik Corpora­
t ion, as well as President of the 
Inuit Circumpolar Conference from 
1986-1992. 

Simon will represent Canada at 
international meetings on circum­
polar issues in a broad sense. More 
specifically, she will co-ordinate 
Canada's participation in the eight-

nation Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy, and 
implement the Canadian proposal to create an 
Arctic Council. 
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Mak i v i k and Avataq will represent 
Nunavimiut in a two-day Inuit cultural festi­
val scheduled for February 18-19, 1995 in 
Hull. The event will be held in the Grand Hall 

of the Canadian Museum of Civilization. Qaggiq '95 will fea­
ture Inuit exhibitions of games, traditional lifestyles, an ex­
hibition of clothing, and food. The festival is being staged 
by 19 Inuit organizations, including the Inuit Broadcasting 
Corporation, and the Inuit Art Foundation. 

Makivik will host a gala supper on the evening of Satur­
day February 18th to officially open the Qaggiq '95 Festival. 
During the meal, throat singers, sponsored by Avataq, will 
perform. Pauktutiit will host a fashion show after the meal, 
followed by a performance by the Mackenzie Delta Drum­
mers and Dancers. 
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B Christmas, 
Nunavik Commu­
nications should be serving 200 cl ients in Kuujjuaq. 
Sammy Duncan, who runs the new cable TV business, 
says, "At last, the CRTC answered my application by giv­
ing me a license." He is now offering customers 25 chan­
nels of all kinds for $56.98 a month, with free installation. 

Learning from on-the-job experience, you will find 
no potato on Sammy's couch, as he makes plans to 
operate in other Nunavik Communities as well. "There 
were not many (television) choices here before," he says, 
adding, "The choice of what to watch is now up to the 
individual." 
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A government study shows that in 
over half of northern households, 
Inuit mothers report having no 
money to buy any food, two to four 
times a month. 

"Can any of us grasp what this 
means? How does an Inuit mother 
explain this to her children? How do 
children come to accept and under­
stand hunger? There is no human 
dignity in any of this," states Mark T. 
Gordon. 

He was representing Makivik at 
a Kuujjuaq hearing to discuss the 
future of DIAND's "food mail" pro­
gram in October. The talks, also 
held in Puvirnituk, were attended by 
several Nunavik mayors and other 
citizens. Continuing in Ottawa, Oc­
tober 24th' Mark T. Gordon, as well 
as Zebedee Nungak, Aani Palliser-
Tulugak, Eva Deer, Lazarusie Epoo, 
and Johnny Watt represented the 
Inuit of Nunavik. 

The government, which is in 
the process of cutting National so­
cial spending, will likely have a cabi­
net document on the hearings by 
January and consider the problem 
by springtime. 
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i q a i u i t H u n t e r s L o s t 

I o surviving companions Billy 
Kwornik and Pitseola Alainga, and 
also to the families of Johnny Shoo, 
Sammujualie Kootoo, Jopie Panipak, 
Eepeebee Peterloosie, lola 
Nooshoota, Ooletoa Pishukte, 
Kellypiak Pishukte, and Simonie 
Alainga — the walrus hunters who 
perished in the frigid waters of 
Frobisher Bay on the night of Octo­
ber 25th — we wish to extend an of­
fering of sympathy from the popula­
tion of Nunavik. 

The loss of these Iqaiuit hunters 
is a tragedy shared by all Inuit. 
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Uackie McPherson, whose alias is 
"Condom Granny", is passionate 
about ensuring that native peoples 
become fully aware of the clangers 
of unprotected sex. 

The Inuulitsivik Health Centre 
coordinated her tour of 7 commu­
nities from Salluit to Kuujjuarapik, 
October and November. She gives 
captivating presentations to stu­

dents and other 
groups, also train­
ing a resident from 
each community to 
conduct the same 
type of workshops. 

In the spirit of 
caring, her vivid im­
ages and anec­
dotes are positively 
implanted in the 
minds of some who 
might otherwise 
risk their lives by 

having intercourse with a person, 
whose sexual history they are un­
sure of, with no condom. 

To date, the Ojibwa grand­
mother from Manitoba's Little 
Black River First Nation, has deliv­
ered her message to more than 
180 places in Canada and New 
Zealand. 
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N a t i o n a l i n u i t 
Y o u t h C o n f e r e n c e 

By Sylvia Clou tier 

'n November 18th, 1994, Inuit 
youth from all regions of northern 
Canada gathered in Kuujjuaq for the 
first ever National Inuit Youth 
Conference—the beginning of a 
great movement in working 
together towards the destination of 
a more prosperous future. 

Today, this generation of youth, 
from their teen years to age twenty-
five, are very realistic when it comes 
to making positive changes for the 
well being of our communities. Let's 
not forget our culture which could 
slowly fade away in time if we do 
not work towards our goal to 
preserve it. Let's believe in our­
selves as Inuit youth to create some 
new ways as well as to bring back 
some old remedies to solve our 
problems and to heal ourselves. 
Let's make a better life for ourselves 
as well as for our Elders and 
children. We have the strength to 

< s 

y L | L 

make a difference. These are the 
aspirations that the delegates pas­
sionately spoke about. 

During the conference, discus­
sions were held to find solutions to 
the problems that we, the Inuit, face 
every day. Effective guest speakers 

o - 0 3 \ j / V < > < j ' D b 

Newly elected National Inuit Youth Association (L-R): Karen Ketler, Tunu Napartuk, Moses Aupaluktuk. 

were chosen to share their 
experiences about specific matters 
which provided ideas for discus­
sion, helped us to understand, and 
broadened our minds. 

The first theme of the 
conference was "The rights of the 
child", based upon a United Nations 
report. It stated that a child is 
entitled to survival, protection, and 
development. This convention was 
introduced by Brian Hill from the 
Canadian Youth Foundation. He 
asked the delegates to indicate 
positive and negative aspects of 
their communit ies. Several 
important points were mentioned, 
all of which affect the young Inuit of 
today. 

Even though there were more 
negative than positive issues, 
recognizing these matters is a step 
towards improvement and change. 
These issues are considered as 
problems to the communities and 
are in definite need of solutions. 
The loss of language and traditional 
culture, the gap between the youth 
and the Elders, school drop outs 
(due to pregnancy as well as other 
reasons), suicide, substance abuse, 
STD's, boredom, teenage 
pregnancy, dealing with 
unsupportive adults, being caught 
between two worlds, youth 
unemployment, crime, and the lack 
of independence were some of the 
problems discussed. 

Some of the good things that 
were mentioned included the 
encouragement to obtain an 
educat ion, opportuni ty for self-
government, political involvement 
for youth, cultural restoration 
(pride!), community organizations' 
willingness to listen, and the healing 
circles. Another important point that 

a delegate spoke about during a 
personal interview was the fact that 
this new formation of a National 
Youth Association will be a break­
through towards the recognition of 
Inuit youth on a political level. This 
brings great hope and aspiration to 
the minds and hearts of our young 
people across the North—knowing 
they will be heard, supported, and 
taken seriously by the governments 
and other important organizations. 
These posit ive points are to be 
encouraged and developed. 

The idea of leadership training 
for youth as well as parents seems 
to be one of the solut ions to 
preventing low self-esteem and 
social di lemmas in the 
communit ies. Workshops should 
encourage confidence and pride in 
the lives of the Inuit leaders of the 
future. George Berthe believes "We 
are all leaders and we need a 
change from our Qallunaat to Inuit 
leadership in order to start taking 
control." 

When the theme of education 
was brought up, Sheila Watt 
Cloutier was very encouraging as 
she let it be known that the Inuit 
youth have the true potential to 
govern themselves. She stressed 
the importance of changing the 
educational system from one that 
was adopted from the Southern 
culture to a new system to suit, 
gratify, and honour the Inuit culture. 
One of the problems mentioned 
was that of young Inuit gett ing 
pregnant, having children, and then 
being unable to attend school. This 
issue is quite common and the 
delegates believe it must be 
supported. 

Health is another major youth 
issue in terms of the awareness and 
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prevention of sexually-transmitted 
diseases, substance abuse, and 
violence. During discussions on 
STD's it was suggested that 
statistics be revealed in order to 
scare people by exposing the harsh 
truth of the extremely high rates 
among Inuit wi th STD's in their 
communit ies. There should be 
treatment centers available for 
those in need of recovery from 
substance abuse. This will dramati­
cally cut down on the violence and 
sexual abuse within the homes and 
communit ies. The delegates also 
recommended that "hot lines" be 
available for those who need to talk 
or to simply receive information 
about whatever concerns they have 
about these health threats. This is 
important because there are not 
enough resources available and 
sometimes there are issues that 
teenagers feel uncomfortable 
talking to their parents about. It was 
suggested that there should be 
ways to teach parents and adults to 
be more approachable. 

There are more concerns about 
health among Inuit that need to be 
constructed differently. Today, there 
is a demand for more Inuit doctors, 
and this will be ensured over time if 
the encouragement of education is 
cont inued. Inuit also need to be 
taught the tradit ional ways of 
medicine for a more holistic 

approach to healing. Also, for a 
more efficient emergency system, a 
911 line should be available in the 
North. 

Justice was another one of the 
themes discussed at the confer-

conference, delegates were nomi­
nated and elected to represent the 
National Inuit Youth Associat ion. 
The President is Moses Aupaluktuk, 
the Vice-President is Tunu 
Napartuk, and the Secretary-Treas-

November 20th: last day of the conference, all delegates pose for photograph. 

ence, presented by Sandra Inutiq, a 
youth from Iqaluit. The fact that the 
judicial system clashes with the 
Inuit culture because Qallunaq 
government and courts do not 
know our cultural background when 
it comes to judicial action 

was brought up. As an 
example of the 
inefficiency of the 
judicial system, one of 
the delegates 
complained about 
how she was abused 
and it took five years 
for her case to reach 
the court. Problems 
and solutions were 
discussed during 
these workshops. One 
important possibil i ty 
that was mentioned 
was to educate 
all part ic ipants in 
the just ice system 
(defence lawyers, 
prosecutors, and 
udges) about the Inuit 
culture. 

At the end of the 

urer is Karen Ketler. Also, two mem­
bers were nominated by the 
delegates of their respective 
regions. From Nunavik, Frankje 
Gordon and Mary Argnak; from 
Kivalliq, Sam Alagalak and Monica 
Angootealuk; from Baffin Island, 
Raurri Ellsworth and Sandra Inutiq; 
from Labrador, Jenny Holwell and 
Lloyd Lane; from Kitikmeot, John 
Iqiliq and the other position is still 
vacant; from the post-secondary 
students, Larry Watt and Lynn 
Kilabuk; and the two Inuvialuit 
positions were not yet filled. 

Today's Inuit youth have a 
different approach towards healing 
their communities. This generation 
is coming on strongly because they 
know that their culture is at 
stake. Instead of blaming their 
problems on others, they 
accept the situation and are moving 
on with their lives. They are 
determined to work together as one 
strong people toward achieving 
self-government. It is finally time to 
make a change for the better. Their 
cultural pride is guiding them to a 
more prosperous future. <̂ > 
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I t is great to have a new arena or 
community centre in town, but it 
takes a person with skills in recrea­
tion to bring the place to life. The 
Kativik School Board (KSB) and 
Makivik both recognize this fact, 
and have been working in collabo­
ration with young people to 
develop professional "Recreation 
Animators", and Youth Agents, 
respectively. The course was com­
missioned by the Kativik Regional 
Government. 

KSB has created a two-year 
Community Recreation Program 
that aims to develop the skills in 
young people to animate the sports 
facil i t ies built over the past five 
years. For its part, Makivik has 
been supporting youth for the past 
two years with the Training and 
Youth Department, and the support 
of Youth Agents in the three 

Nunavik Communities of Kuujjuar-
aapik, Kangirsuk, and Salluit. 

Lise Couture, KSB's Co­
ordinator for the Recreation 
Animation Program, started it with 
several courses held in Salluit dur­
ing the month of October. The in­
structors were Linda Kupp and Guy 
Delorme. Makivik's Youth Co-

A o O ^ A d - 1 D P . r < r n c t > o - v n j r b r i L v r r j i r r A ^ j ^ o - ^ n . * ' :>pj<rrvM>o-*j<: ^ « B - ; >cr 

« ' j h A A r - V 3 _ > . D_o<o-: r T > c r C"P<1A' < ' L j P nj>r. A ^ < 3 < : L V > A < n . \ c- s d 'V , 
A ' b j ' , «c-r' r ' X Ç A " . r ' C L ' V : L> < \ J f l J j \ i<r^>rl c r A < V , Vo- s P ' _ o < H < T \ j -o -

I ' < J ' , m " T V " , »<i'P d < C , £-\-it' < L ? < c - \ i ' b P < 1 C A V " , < 1 1 L J Â ^ A d - T o - o . ' . ( c - 'C 
b<. S T > D d < C . Jjr 1 C " P < A ' , <LL" L r , <' ^ A < ' ^ \ < 1 L J <<r > A C J ' 3 " j . A C s s r 3 ' 
Participants who were at the orientation session for the Community Recreation Coordinator Program: Front row: 

Johnny Adlook and Tivi Elesetuk. Second row: Simiunie Tukkiapik and Guy Delorme. Third row: Mathiew Faries. 
Lise Couture, Leanah Iqaluk. and Alasi Sivuarapik. Fourth row: Mark Angatookalook, Cornil iussie Niviaxie. Johnny 
Qmuayuak, Jeannie Nappaluk, Mit t iq Qisi iq. Frankie Gordon, Lazarusie Amogualik, Tuuka Keatainak. and Eli 
Quananack. (Linda Kupp. Sammy PooToo Gordon, Lucy Tukkiapik, Angma Sammy, Paul Saviadjuk, and Annie 
Weetaluktuk are absent f rom photo.) 

ordinator Sarah Airo, and Bertran 
Michaud contributed their know­
ledge during part of the course. 
Students from ten communities 
took part. 

It becomes clear from talking 
with Sarah and Bert that 
recreation goes well beyond mere 
hockey games or volleyball. 
Recreation Animation has be­
come a profession, and our head­
line, Training to Play, sums it up in 
the sense that a professional ani­
mator will learn not only many 
new games, but also how to 
motivate people to play 
them, and more impor­
tantly, which ones the 
community is best suited 
to. Elders won't be inter­
ested in playing hockey, 
as youth will be, and some 
youth may not be inter­
ested in kamik sewing. A 
recreation animator will 
know this and tailor activities for 
the target groups. 

Sarah and Bert spoke about 
some alternatives to hockey that 
are currently in the works as a re­
sult of this course. There is talk of 
hosting cinema projections, of 
working with TNI on a small scale 
and producing short TV pro­
grams. Christmas activities will 
become the domain of 
recreation animators, as Christ­

mas is always filled with games. 
For youth, the organization of 
picnics, dances, bonfires, and 
other outdoor activit ies are 

some alternatives to hockey and 
volleyball. 

The courses included the 
technical aspects of being an 
animator, such as communicating, 
using a computer, writing reports, 
and operating all manner of office 
equipment. The course descriptions 
show that the program is com­
pletely tailored to Nunavik. One 
course was called Family and 
General Population Clienteles and 
Recreation Programs. The descrip­
tion reads, "Understand family and 
general population characteristics, 

interests, needs, etc.; be 
informed about mass rec­
reation activities in Nuna­
vik (Christmas, Canada 
Day, Easter etc.), be able 
to organize Christmas ac­
tivities, to build an event 
schedule." 

Other t i t les include, 
Art Programs in the 

Municipality, Inuit Culture and 
Recreation, and General and North­
ern Trends in Recreation. Asked 
what the 16 part icipants would 
come away with from attending 
module one (of five in 94/95), Sarah 
and Bert replied by saying that 
as a first step, the prospective 
Animators would take a more ana­
lytical look at the people in their 
communities with a view to discov­
ering what people really want in 
terms of recreation, and then 
design programs for them. Sarah 
Airo says, "They all have new ideas 
of their own." ^ 

MAKIVIK NEWS 



ffiBlJffM 

> A b b A c I 
bfVo-
<ho_Cn_do-

^ SJo- léo- o_c-qDo-, O b PCL c 

d < A v n r , <"c_n L Ln.> < D SLC-< 
J Q . r D ' b r ^ P c r b P I L I T P ^ V ' 
_oo_cO'WrxP-o- b < c ^ r % r D o - " J 

Ao_P<TAo- :>PJ<rnPro-b Ac_>' ;d-
« V o - , <ro.Cn_ L^ii L'o_ D P J -
< c n P ^ c 3 , b C bdo- sb b f l L o - V 
:>pj<cnpp-_oc P b b 3 ' n > ^ v A J -
" Q - T ^ V r v - C c - L v d<A b do-
O L V ^ ' ^ O - c O V - D ^ b ^ O - " . 
Cbdo_cr b f l L c r V A j " o . n b 

3PC?n>^ c <>c_C L7N_<?n cK>^A"j 
> ' b > P > ^ < > c d < A b b<?LsLo-
Ac-^bVn b d < A T - o a . c O V . o c . 
P < C L < i994r b r i L o - v n ^ L P -
' A O * D P J < c n P r P c A r - S A o - T 1 , 
P<3> <AP <1LL_> >3S r~P bA<?-

-c_jPc-Lr f i r - b r ^ tvbc-LP-
<3Dc_X?>b <TSJV Oc -L -o c Oa_-
PL>nr b J A O O - M J . 1 >Ab sDA c 

-oo-AT b D ^ ' b n r o - ^ t c . 
A j r > C L c n . Y t <TSJ.oc 

C"C-L_Dc < q o_PL>n> < A L A O c : 
<c>p>c-n^_>r c > A b ^ C " L C _DQ_-
A T : A < e - c - n r < ^ j A-6P , b 

o w p o n j c Po_p<pn>^nj c

; 

A r < j i r i <ip%r--o-J o w c -
A r L c r 5 1 ; A<? t-c-nn<lVJ <cCo_-

<n SL: 
> ° j S L A-oc-"A,Ao-slC: 
A i r ' A ^ l _oo_: 
^ s , b J < P ^ s r c : 
A c l P L ^ L : 

Ao_<JL'-Ln.JLL'sL: 
Q_ bro- , b onjL'r'-t-. 
o-<Pv<rdn.Po-<oi: 
«c-<IPo-'Ol- A_ob: 
«c-^Po-'OU A->sJ<0-"

b: 
A ^ O ' O f l ^ J <i>nr'LL'''L: 
b^n^XJ-dCT': 

Name: 
Birthdate: 
Place of Birth: 
Hobbies: 
Occupation: 
Professional ambition: 
Personal ambition: 
Favorite food: 
Favorite person: 
Favorite sports: 
Most difficult obstacle to overcome: 
Pet peeve: 

b-o- dP 
rVbAn_ 31 1961 
d c-*«S/\ 

AP<TSAr- Ac-So-b 

c l T o - ^ j J Aa-P<b'" 
<3c-<r,'-jo- q _ L L P j J 

.r'PDAVA 1 

LOr^C-
<bPV,b <?c-<V^> <T<sr'cr_3 
A r V < A ^ < r A W P n C S ^ V " 
CP^<^" DPo-ln-V 

Johnny Cookie 
Dec. 31. 1961 
Kuujjuarapik 
Reading, photography, and running 
Student councillor 
To own a business 
Be happy, content 
Country food 
Marcella 
Hockey, volleyball, running 
College diploma 
Long lineups 
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YOUTH 

M e e t i n g 
t h e A n d r e s 

^ ^ o r the last sixteen years, once 
every month in Quebec City, the 
Associate Secretary General for 
Native Affairs chairs a meeting for 
the Secretariat des Affaires 
Autochtones (SAA) and calls on the 
Assembly of Departmental Coordi­

nators to at tend. André Maltais 
presently chairs these meetings, 
and Coordinators who are repre­
sentatives from all the provincial 
ministries active in aboriginal files 
attend. It is at these meetings where 
all decisions and action plans of the 
Quebec Government regarding 
aboriginal people in Quebec are 
discussed. At their September 1994 
meeting, Makivik's Youth Coordina­
tor and Trainer, Sarah Airo and 
Bertran Michaud gave a one-and-a-
half hour presentation on a five year 
plan for the creation of a Nunavik 
Youth Association. 

Highlights of the five year plan 
presented were to: unite all young 
people of Nunavik; promote and im­
prove the quality of life through 
meaningful activities; prevent alco­
hol and substance abuses; promote 
and reinforce the understanding of 
the identity, culture and ancestral 
heritage among young Inuit and 
other members of the community at 
large; establish a support network 
for local Youth Committees; enable 
open communicat ion among the 
youth and between the generations; 
and establish a forum to voice the 
needs of the youth. 

The presentation was well 

received. André Maltais and several 
Co-ordinators commented on how 
pleased they were to hear about the 
Youth's steps in the right direction, 
and how refreshing it was to hear 
positive comments about Nunavik, 
as opposed to the usual problems 
they are confronted with. Partici­
pants were very interested in finding 
out more about what was happen­
ing with the youth in Nunavik. 

As a result, André Maltais 
would like to meet the Youth in 
Nunavik to see, first hand, what 
their needs are and how he could 
support their efforts. Luc Côté, 
representing Industry, Trade, Sci­
ence and Technology also men­
tioned his interest regarding help for 
young entrepreneurs. And finally, 

Michèle Noël, representing Culture 
and Communicat ions, showed 
strong interest in the possibilities of 
support from his department. 

This meeting gave us a chance 
to bring the Government of Quebec 
up to date about our work with the 
Nunavik Youth over the past few 
years. As a follow up, we prepared a 
meeting from November 16th to 
18th, in Kuujjuaq. 

Recently, André Maltais has 
been transferred and replaced by 
André Magny. Magny shows the 
same interest as Maltais and will be 
attending our November meeting to 
discuss Youth's needs and ways to 
fulfill them. Check the Spring 1995 
edition of Makivik News for an up­
date of the November meeting. ^ 
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Name: 
Birthdate: 
Place of Birth: 
Hobbies: 
Occupation: 
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Personal ambition: 
Favorite food: 
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Favorite sports: 
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Elisapee Saunders 
Jan. 20th, 1971 
Montreal, lives in Kuujjuaq 
Sewing and reading 
Teacher 
To get a certificate in teaching 
To travel around Canada 
Caribou and chicken 
Nephew Sackariase 
Volleyball and soccer 
Nothing yet 
People who gossip with no truth 
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Students collected data In 1993 and 1994 on arctic 
charr. This provided valuable information for the 
scientists of the Ministry of Environment and Makivik 
Research. The study began in 1987. From 1987 to 1992, 
three to four thousand charr passed through the 
counting barrier for analysis. In 1993, nine thousand 

charr were counted and 
measured. This past 
summer, there were days 
in August, when students 
counted over 1,100 charr 
per day, giving a total of 
13,000 charr for 1994. 
The scientists noted that 
the recent increase may 
be due to the decreased 
amount of the commer­
cial fishing in the region. 
Data col lected by the 
participants will provide 
important stat ist ics to 
determine future quotas 
of arctic charr for com­
mercialization and sport 
fishing. 

This research also conf irmed that in the natural 
selection process, the mortality rate is higher for the 
smaller charr. This is due to prédation from other mam­
mals, and competition for food and space with the adult 
population. On the contrary, commercial and sport fish­
ing are catching larger fish, leaving a higher number of 
smaller fish. 

Hopefully the information generated from this study 
will provide guidance for managing this valuable renew­

able resources. 
On the archeological side, the 

lamp and pot were discovered 
by Elisapee Angma and Harriet 
Lucassie, students from Aupaluk. 
Avataq's archaeologists, Daniel 
Gendron, Tommy Weetaluktuk, and 
Claude Pinard determined that 
these f inds were made of 
soapstone and date back to the 
Thule Period, which means they 
could be up to six hundred years 
old. Over the summer six new sites 
were found uncovering three 
thousand new artifacts. 

The University of Laval in 
Quebec City was most pleased with the samples col­
lected by the students. This was the first mission to col­
lect flora in Nunavik northeast of Kangiqsualujjuaq. Pre­
viously there was no knowledge of the flora in the 
Abloviaq Fjord region. Over 100 specimens collected will 
appear in a new encyclopedia of Northern Flora soon to 
be produced by the University. 

Overall this project opened many possibilities for all 
those involved. Student, scientists and support staff all 
learned from each other. There was a good exchange of 
knowledge, and excellent collaboration. 
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Dear People, 
Hello! Jaaka Kumakuluk is writing this letter, be­

cause I have words for you that come from my heart. 
Inuit people need some help at present and in the future. 
Right now we have lots of problems, for example too 
much violence. (Child abuse, spousal or girlfriend abuse, 
etc.). 

In the past the Elders used to teach and take care of 
whoever was violent until he or she got better. We didn't 
have much violence in the past but right now there is too 
much "VIOLENCE". Somebody has to do something! We 
must start by talking and really do something to help our 
people. Our culture must come back! 

Please help us all. 
Jaaka Kumakuluk Jr. 
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