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SWEET LIKE

SUGA

by PAUL HERZBERG
APRIL 13 — MAY 30, 1982

A
CENTAUR

production

THE CAST (In order of appearance):

Duncan Preston
Daan Akkers
Suga Peters

directed by

set design by
lighting designed by
costumes by

sound by

stage manager

TIMOTHY WEBBER
PAUL HERZBERG
PHILIP AKIN

MAURICE PODBREY
MARCEL DAUPHINAIS
FREDDIE GRIMWOOD
MARY THOMAS

HOWARD L. VAN SCHAICK
GILLES TORDJMAN

The play takes place near the Okavango River where it separates
Angola from Namibia (South West Africa) in 1975.

Interview courtesy of the National Film Board of Canada.

SWEET LIKE SUGA was first produced at the Old Red Lion Theatre Club,
Islington, London in August 1981.

There will be one intermission.

Tape recorders and cameras are not allowed in the theatre.
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Cast (in alphabetical order)

Philip Akin (Suga Peters) — trained at Ryerson Theatre School and has
since worked extensively in theatre, television and film. Stage roles in-
clude John in Athol Fugard’s '“The Island’® for Toronto Workshop
Productions, and Roger in “’Streamers” for both Toronto’s Theatre Plus
and Theatre 3 in Edmonton. Among a wide variety of television credits,
he appears frequently on “Bizzare” and his performance in the CBC
series "'The Phoenix Team''/’Saving Grace” under the direction of Al
Waxman earned him an Actra Award nomination for Best Actor. Film-
goers will recognize him from his appearance in ‘““Running’’ opposite
Michael Douglas. Other film credits include “Improper Channels” and
the Montreal-made film ““Dreamworld’’.

Paul Herzberg (Daan Akkers & Author) — trained at the University of
Cape Town Drama School and the London Academy of Music and
Dramatic Art. His first professional appearance was at the Space Theatre
in Cape Town. He joined the CAPAB Theatre Company in 1975 appear-
ing in several productions including ‘““Julius Caesar’’ where he played
Lucius. He left for England in 1976 where his first production was Athol
Fugard’s “Hello And Goodbye'’ playing Johnny, for the Crucible Theatre,
returning a year later to be in "Herod The Great”'. Other productions
include, Sandy Lord in ‘“The Philadelphia Story’' at the Oxford Play-
house, Perry Stewart in “Theatre Royal’’ at Birmingham Repertory,
Shorty in Fugard's ‘“People Are Living There'" at the Royal Exchange
Manchester, the young man in “Sweet Eros” at Pentameters Theatre,
young Cato in “Julius Caesar’’ for Peter Gill at Riverside Studios and
Daan in “Sweet Like Suga’’ at the Old Red Lion Theatre Club. Television
credits include “Lillie”, “Prince Regent’’, “The Professionals, “Facing
The Sun'’, “Tales Of The Unexpected’ (in which he co-starred with Sir
John Gielgud and Joan Collins) and “The Acts Of Peter And Paul” for
Universal Studios. He appeared in ““Shadowplay’* at the British National
Film Festival and recently played the role of Willem in John Le Carré's
“Smiley’s People’ for BBC television starring Alec Guinness, which will
be released this summer,

Timothy Webber (Duncan Preston) — graduated from the Dawson College
Professional Theatre Program three years ago, and has worked mainly in
film since then. He appeared in “Ticket To Heaven', and will be seen
later this year in ““The Grey Fox’ and ‘“The Wars”'. His work with CBC
includes “War Brides”, and ““The Accident’’, which was shot in Toronto
this spring. Last year, Mr. Webber ‘went home'’ to perform in two shows
at the Neptune Theatre in Halifax; ““Salt Cod And Pork Scraps’’, and
Brien Friel's “Winners”. A confirmed “Montreal-Chauvinist’’, he makes
his home here.

Maurice Podbrey (Director) — is founding Artistic Director of Centaur.
Born in Durban, South Africa, he trained for the theatre in England
followed by an extensive career as actor and director in London's West
End and the provincial theatres. He began directing in Dundee, Scotland
and subsequently became Artistic Director of the Chester Playhouse. In
1967, Mr. Podbrey was invited to Montreal to be Assistant Director of
the English section of the National Theatre School. At Centaur, his work
as an actor was recently seen in the World Premiére of A LESSON FROM
ALOES. Directing credits include SIZWE BANSI IS DEAD, BACK TO
BEULAH, CREEPS, WEEDS, ASHES, NIGHT AND DAY, and most
recently LADY FROM THE SEA. He is Chairman of the Professional
Association of Canadian Theatres (PACT),
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~ WOMEN AND FINANCE |

A practical 15-week course designed to acquaint
the modern woman with the world of finance,
to better equip her to manage her own affairs.

Topics covered range through

= banking = loans, stocks and bonds

= tax shelters — retirement planning

= insurance = estate planning and wills
— all in relation to current tax laws.

This course is given twice yearly
September to January — January to April
Emphasis — Current & Practical
West Island, T.M.R., Westmount & Cote St. Luc locations

For information — Write to P.O. Box 504, Montreal, Que., H3P 3C7

Or Telephone: 683-0677
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Marcel Dauphinais (Set Designer) — graduated from |'Ecole des Beaux-
Arts in Montreal and |'Ecole des Métiers d'Art in Paris where he later
lived and worked for four years. His work also took him to London for
ten years where he set up his own free-lance design studio, and to New
York to create several sets for the Robert Stigwood Organization. In
addition to running his own graphic design studio, his theatre credits
include work at the Théatre Populaire du Québec, the Conservatoire
d'Art Dramatique du Québec, and The Piggery. His most recent credits
are “Juste un petit souvenir” for the Théatre du Rideau Vert, Jean
Barbeau's ““La coupe stainless’’, and Edward Albee’s “Tout dans le
jardin" for Compagnie Jean Duceppe, and Obaldia’s “'Deux femmes pour
un fantéme'’ for Le Café de la Place des Arts. This is Mr. Dauphinais’
fifth set design for Centaur, following PIAF, SPOKESONG, THE
LEONARD COHEN SHOW and last year’s production of Barbara Perry's
PASSIONATE LADIES.

Freddie Grimwood (Lighting Designer) — designed WAITING FOR THE
PARADE and THE TOMORROW BOX for Centaur. He began his career
at Oxford Playhouse in 1961 moving to London a few years later to
become Production Stage Manager of Western Theatre Ballet, a company
which worked in association and in repertory with Sadlers Wells Opera.
Since moving to Canada, he has been Technical Director and Theatre
Manager of the National Theatre School. He has represented Canada at
international theatre gatherings in East Germany and the People’s Re-
public of China.

Mary Thomas (Costume Co-ordinator) — has been Centaur’s Wardrobe
Supervisor for the past three seasons. Among her varied work here, she
was costume designer for the revivals of ON THE JOB and NOTHING
TO LOSE. She has also worked at Theatre London, the Banff Centre and
Rainbow Stage in Winnipeg.

Howard L. Van Schaick (Sound Designer) — is in his first season at
Centaur, coming to Montreal from Saskatchewan where he trained at the
University of Regina, Drama Department. This season he designed the
sound for BLOOD RELATIONS. Other credits include sound designs for
“The Black Bonspiel Of Willie MacCrimmon’’ at Globe Theatre and
lighting designs for “Luv'’ at Star West Dinner Theatre and the opera
“Cosi Fan Tutte” for the Music Department of the University of Regina.

Gilles Tordjman (Stage Manager) — has worked on many shows at Centaur
since joining its staff in 1977 and for the last three seasons has acted as
Rental Co-ordinator. Stage management credits include the tours of
David Fennario’s NOTHING TO LOSE and BALCONVILLE for which
Mr. Tordjman also created the role of politician Gaétan Bolduc. He has
toured extensively with National Arts Centre productions such as ““The
Dream Play/Le Songe” and ‘‘Woyzeck'’. These shows were presented at
the Edinburgh International Festival in 1980. Regionally, Mr. Tordjman
has stage managed for the Saidye Bronfman Centre Theatre, The Piggery
Theatre and La Poudriere. Recent credits include stage manager for
THE CRACKWALKER, manipulator for the reprise of ‘“Le Songe'' at
NAC, and publicist for Centaur’s presentation of THE COCKROACH
THAT ATE CINCINATTI.
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The staff and patron of Au Cépage welcome you back for
another season of fine dining before or after the theatre.
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OPEN: MONDAY — FRIDAY 12 noon — 12 midnight

SATURDAY 6 PM. — 12 midnight
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NOTES FROM THE AUTHOR

Set in 1975, SWEET LIKE SUGA is an account of Africa
under pressure. It is an investigation of the state of mind of
three men of extremes from different backgrounds, but all in
the South African Army.

Although they are lost and surrounded by a relentless enemy,
their historic antagonism is not diminished by the danger of
their circumstances. Their relationship and their plight is a
metaphor for a desperate situation for, “‘In Africa there’s no
time left"”.

| have always been fascinated by the effect of stress on human
nature, both self imposed and external. The simple idea that
men who need one another can turn that need into hate, was
a strong force in the first impulse to write the play. Essenti-
ally ““Suga’” could be set in Vietnam, the Middle East or any
major trouble spot. Military themes tend to have a universal
feel, but in the case of the play, with one difference, that
racial prejudice and indeed indifference to it can make the
enemy seem far less terrifying than a fellow soldier.

My prime intention was to tell a powerful story about three
men. Any political considerations are coincidental to that
story. | was most concerned with the character and relation-
ships of the trio | was creating, and all three were written
with equal affection and harshness. There is no hero.

Paul Herzberg

SOME BACKGROUND NOTES

AFRICA In 1885 at the Berlin Conference

the European powers divided
Africa amongst themselves. South
West Africa (SWA) went to Ger-
many, and Angola to Portugal. No
African nation was represented at
this Conference. After World War 1,
SWA was mandated to South
Africa by the League of Nations.

(Cont'd on page 11)
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After World War 2, black nationalist movements emerged in
both territories and the United Nations ordered that a pro-
cess of decolonization and independence be pursued. Canada
is a member of the permanent committee to oversee this pro-
cess in SWA.

In 1975, following years of struggle, a transitional African
government took power in Angola. Various factions contended
for control and eventually the MPLA (Popular Movement for
the Liberation of Angola) ousted both the UNITA and FNLA
factions. Foreign powers became involved in the civil war
that ensued and, in October 1975, South African troops in-
vaded Angola to support UNITA. The MPLA, supported by
Russian and Cuban troops, was successful and on November
11th, 1975 proclaimed the People’s Republic of Angola and
independence.

In SWA (Namibia) the situation remains unstable with SWAPO
(South West Africa People’s Organization) forces using Angolan
bases to attack the South African presence there.

PACT NEWS (excerpt from the Globe & Mail — March 31, 1982)

“I do not believe with a fairly well-known playwright that we are the
abstract and brief chroniclers of our time. We are the sum of the total
expression of human yearning and creation and suffering at any given
moment in time. We are a brotherhood, a eommonality, participants
whether we like it or not in a Dionysian ritual that enhances all the ab-
surdity and cruelty and love adrift in the universe.”’

Playwright Michael Cook's World Theatre Day message was beautifully
read out by Frances Hyland before an audience of Toronto's theatre
commonality, gathered, not to protest, but to celebrate the state of
theatre. It was a great satisfaction to veteran George Luscombe, winner
of Toronto Theatre Alliance's third Silver Ticket Award, even more im-
portant to him than the big news of the Vantage Arts Academy's multi-
faceted program of aid to theatre.

Other theatre professionals recognized the value of this RUIR-MacDonald
support. Working through PACT (Professional Association of Canadian
Theatres), the firm offers — along with the first $20,000 award, which
went to Tarragon Theatre — what the presenter, executive vice-president
Peter Hoult, proclaimed “‘the largest public awareness in theatre program
in the world! "'

The applause for Tarragon’s Mallory Gilbert and Bill Glassco filled the St.
Lawrence Centre's Town Hall spontaneously and generously, as loud as
when Pauline McGibbon came out to assist Doug McCullogh in present-
ing the Ontario Government's award in her name. (Winner William Lane
says he'll use it to see new German theatre.)

That applause was proof of the success of this third World Theatre Day
celebration, organized by TTA and the Canadian Centre, International
Theatre Institute (English Language), a very real expression from the
local community of artists, administrators and craftsmen who serve
Toronto through theatre.

Before what better audience could you cut a Canada Council 25th
anniversary cake? And who better to do it than the local actor-director-
playwright-critic who made good nationally, Mavor Moore?
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Proudly supporting
the pursuit
of excellence

For a major company, the pursuit of

excellence in its chosen business is

not enough. A corporation is part of the

community, and the excellence of a

community includes a healthy cultural and

social environment. It is in recognition of this that Northern
Telecom is proud to support those
who pursue excellence in the arts and in
the betterment of our community.

northern
felecom
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OF the coorlo

by DAVID FRENCH

directed by HENRY TARVAINEN
designed by MICHAEL JOY
lighting by ALEXANDER GAZALE

A light-hearted contemporary comedy
by the author of the hits JITTERS and LEAVING HOME.

sponsored by @) IFOVgO MAY 27 - JUNE 20

previews May 25 & 26

RESERVATIONS 288-3161

Subscriptions are already
pouring in . ..

SEVEN WITTY, WARM & WONDERFUL THEATRICAL
EXPERIENCES AWAIT YOU!

SUBSCRIBE NOW to the 82/83 season and SAVE

This season has seen hundreds turned away for each play
NEXT SEASON COULD VERY WELL BE THE SAME ...

For information call 288-1229
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THE RECEIVER, REDEFINED

by TOSHIBA

the joy of
talent
isinthe
sharingof it

The First Canadian Bank
Bank of Montreal
MONTREAL BRANCH, 119 ST. JAMES ST

J.L. Demers, Vice President & Manager

RC
ﬁ“ P;Ehﬁ &
BONSECOURS

Adjacent to the Centaur

Open before & after all performances
8:00 a.m. — 11:00 p.m.

Fine groceries
Daily bread
Fresh fruit and vegetables
Dairy products
Cigarettes
Beer and wine

Rick et Gilles vous attendent
461 St. Francois-Xavier




COMING PRODUCTIONS
Renting Centaur Theatres

April 20 — 22 The Margie Gillis Dance Foundation
presents
DANNY GROSSMAN DANCE COMPANY

April 24 KALINKA
Dance and Music of the Slavs

April 29 — 30 The Margie Gillis Dance Foundation
May 1 -2 presents
LA COMPAGNIE DE DANSE JO LECHAY

May 4 -8 Quebec Drama Festival

presents
A FESTIVAL OF ONE-ACT PLAYS

May 12 - 15 WESTMOUNT YMCA
presents
AN EVENING OF DANCE

s = wowa
Charette, Fortier, I-Iawey & Cie Richard P M Bourne
Touche Ross & Cie B.Sc
Chartered Accountants Suite 940
Sun Life Building
1 - Montreal, P.Q.
1 PLACE VIL ARIE s
MONTREAL, QUEBEC Tél.: 866-7823
H3B 2A2
TELEPHONE: (514) 861-8531 s u‘e f c I
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transport par charge entiére
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CANSH!P
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transportation consultants

GSL
Members of The Group Inc

759 Square Victoria, Montréal, Québec H2Y 2K3

Téléphone: (514) 288-0231

Télex: 05-267361
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Victoria Hall
4626 Sherbrooke St. W.
Westmount

DOOR PRIZE: FLIGHT FOR TWO TO LOS ANGELES ON AIR CANADA

Tickets $25 at Centaur box office ($10 tax deductible)
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Centaur Theatre Company, a professional company operating within the juris-

diction of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association and a member of the Professional

Association of Canadian Theatres performs under the auspices of the Centaur
Foundation for the Performing Arts.

CENTAUR THEATRE COMPANY

THE OLD EXCHANGE ARTS CENTRE
453 St-FRANCOIS-XAVIER, MONTREAL H2Y 2T1
Administration: 288-1229 — Box Office: 288-3161

Artistic & Executive Director — Maurice Podbrey

administration staff

Linda Adcock . . . . Subscription Secretary
James Archibald . ....... Maintenance
Constance Carr . . . . Ass't House Manager
MartaCohen .. .....v4 a0 Box Office
Jennifer Cook . . . . . Administrative Ass’t

Judy Cutler . . Director of Public Relations

& Fund Raising
TorryDiab. % .. »v sie Box Office Manager
BV EHIMONS. .0 /e vonions House Manager
Anita Huszthy Ass't Box Office Manager
Gilles Tordjman Rental Co-ordinator

Pam Turpin . . . Ass’t Dir. Public Relations
Michelle Verreault . .. .. .. Bookkeeper
TedWorth . . ....... Business Manager
production staff

Griffith Brewer . . . ... Properties Master
Fraser Boyle ...... Assistant Carpenter
Charles H. Childs . . Production/Stage Mgr.
Anne de Nyst-Clark .. ... Stage Manager
Alexander Gazale . . . Head Technician C2
Sandra Harris . . . ... Wardrobe Assistant

Francis Le Page . . . . Head Technician C1
Lesley MacMillan . . . . Asst Stage Manager
Margaret Paulus . . . Apprentice Stage Mgr.

HazenSise . . . . . ..... Properties Ass't.
Mary Thomas . . . .. Wardrobe Supervisor
Gilles Tordjman . ...... Stage Manager
Howard L. Van Schaick . . Ass’t Technician
Alan Yeoman . .. ..... Head Carpenter

board of directors

HERBERT C. AUERBACH,
Founding Chairman

GRANT L. DAVIES, Chairman

JOHN A. RAE, President

MARGARET DAVIDSON, Treasurer

SUSAN RIDDELL, Secretary

JOHN B. CLAXTON, Q.C.

JOHN H. DINSMORE

DOMINIK DLOUHY

BRIAN DRUMMOND

ALAN Z, GOLDEN

JAMES A. GRANT, Past President

ARNOLD ISSENMAN

PAUL J. LOWENSTEIN

DR. JOHN K. MACFARLANE

R. JAMES PLANT

PETER N. QUINLAN

GUY ST-PIERRE

J. STUART SPALDING

DON S. WELLS

for this production

Sylvie Lacerte . . . .. ... .. Scenic Artist
Michael Hageninc . g > Drops
acknowledgements

Pentagon Graphics
Novo Printing

Centaur Foundation gratefully acknowledges grants from The Canada Council,
le Ministére des Affaires culturelles du Québec. le Conseil des Arts de Montréal
and all corporate and individual donnors.
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An excellent place !
for an intimate “téte- & g% '
a-téte”, in a festive ‘¥ ;
environment, - ‘
among flowers N n
& green plants. ‘\ TR
“Table d’héte” or “a la carte” menu at very reasonable

prices. Week days, business lunches with prompt and
courteous service.

Sunday Evenings, dine with songs by Clairette.

\417, rue St-Pierre, Vieux Montréal 288-9788 o
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Flormont-Florsheim: 1246 Peel, Les Terrasses, Place Ville-Marie.

Place Bonaventure, Place Victoria, Cavendish Mall,
Galeries d'’Anjou, Carrefour Laval.
Also in Quebec City and Ottawa.
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Le Bijou is where you'll
see Gatsby and Daisy,
Quixote and Sancho,
Jane Eyre and Rochester
— but not necessarily
together.

At first glance a spacious Victorian parlour where fresh
flowers daily are de rigueur, could it be that the Indian Princess
and the stockbroker are tapping their feet to the sound of
the jazz piano? That the school-teacher and the clown have
fallen in love by the fireplace.

Romance lives in a very worldly setting in deepest Old Montreal.
You can expect the unexpected at Le Bijou — and spring fever is no
exception to the non-rules. No reservations, frequent line-ups.

Open during the magic hours.

300, rue LeMoyne 288‘5508

Great steaks, superb seafood
in three delightfully different settings.
298 Youville Square
Call 282-1837
for dinner before or after the show.

ample parking 3 minute walk from the theatre
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