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All Ages

From seats overlooking impressive archaeological remains, the history 
of Montréal is brought to life on an incredible immersive set. Students 
get wrapped up in the captivating narrative as six characters – proud 
heirs of their ancestors’ traditions – talk about their Montréal. Kids 
learn how, over the centuries, trade helped forge the city’s identity, 
making it a true hub at the crossroads of Europe and North America. 
Never has history seemed so alive!

MULTIMEDIA SHOW
GENERATIONS MTL
SPRING 2019

Duration: 20 minutes
Area of study: Social Sciences

Multimedia 
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EDUCATIONAL BOOKLETS
Did you know that Pointe-à-Callière provides free educational booklets 
for you and your students on its website? Designed to help you prepare 
for your visit to Pointe-à-Callière and review concepts once you’re back 
in class, they present topics and themes in an entertaining manner.

Download them now, they’re free!

www.pacmusee.qc.ca/education
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Secondary

Legend:

1 / 14

©
 P

o
in

te
-à

-C
al

liè
re

, B
jF

j-1
0

1_
13

25
 

©
  A

rc
h

iv
es

 d
e 

la
 V

ill
e 

d
e 

M
o

n
tr

éa
l. 

B
M

9
9

-1
_0

1-
P

-3
16

Here’s to Progress – 19th-Century Style!
TEACHER INFORMATION  ELEMENTARY

You will soon be visiting Pointe-à-Callière with your students to discover the 
exhibition Here’s to Progress – 19th-Century Style! through a role-playing game and 
exploration of the interactive mural of the port. Use these pre- and post-visit 
activities to teach your students about progressive figures in 19th-century Montréal 
and to hone their critical thinking skills with respect to progress in history.

 

ACTIVITY 1   Discovering Montréal’s key 19th-century figures

When they visit Pointe-à-Callière, your students will take part in a role-playing game 
involving key figures from 19th-century Montréal. This pre-visit activity will prepare them 
for this by teaching them about the people who paved the way for modern-day Montréal.

OBJECTIVES

Teach students about progress in 19th-century Montréal using certain public figures.

COMPETENCIES DEVELOPED

 ¬ Exercise critical judgement.

 ¬ Use information.

 ¬ Communicate appropriately.

MATERIALS REQUIRED

 ¬ Worksheet Welcome to Montréal in the 19th-century – century of progress

 ¬ One sheet of blank paper per team, coloured pencils

BEFORE YOUR VISIT

IS PROGRESS ALWAYS A GOOD THING?

NOTE
FOR TEACHERS OF ELEMENTARY CYCLES 1 AND 2 

To simplify this activity, have your students focus on the bold text 
in the descriptions of the figures who contributed to progress 
in Montréal. Students can complete all of the questions using 
these words and phrases.

1 / 26Before your visit to Where Montréal Began
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Where Montréal Began
SECONDARY  TEACHER INFORMATION

You will soon be visiting Pointe-à-Callière, 
Montréal Archaeology and History Complex with 
your students. The tour of Where Montréal Began 
takes place in an exceptional archaeological and 
historical setting where students will learn how 
to read, understand, and interpret the ruins 
and artifacts. 

They will also have the remarkable experience 
of walking on a glass floor over the ruins of Fort 
Ville-Marie, where Montréal was founded in 1642. 
The ruins also encompass the estate of governor 
Louis-Hector de Callière, which was built on 
the site of the fort after it was abandoned.

 

ACTIVITY 1  An exceptional site museum

Pointe-à-Callière is a site museum, i.e., it preserves and enhances ruins in the same 
place where they were discovered. It also exhibits actual artifacts and ecofacts 
excavated from these same ruins.

BEFORE YOUR VISIT

FORT VILLE-MARIE, WHERE IT ALL STARTED

OBJECTIVES

¬ Learn what a site museum is and understand 
the differences between ruins, artifacts, and 
ecofacts.

¬ Learn about the excavations at the site.

¬ Understand why these ruins are important 
and how they are useful.

¬ Make a connection between the artifacts and 
the day-to-day activities of the Montréalistes.

COMPETENCIES DEVELOPED

¬ Take an interest in facts, actors, actions, 
causes, and consequences of social 
phenomena. 

¬ Master the concepts of continuity and change 
in reference to the present.

¬ State criteria that indicate the heritage value 
of a site. 

¬ Place scientific and technological knowledge 
in its context.

MATERIALS NEEDED

Worksheet An exceptional site museum
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Before your visit | Activity 1 | First Peoples on the Point

First Peoples on the Point
TEACHER INFORMATION

So you’re planning a visit to Pointe-à-Callière for our First Peoples on the Point 
interactive workshop. You can use the activities suggested in this teacher’s guide 
to spark your students’ curiosity. Afterwards, back in the classroom, you can build 
on what they saw and learned on their cultural outing. It’s a great opportunity 
to discover the past!

ACTIVITY 1  Centuries of History

Invite your students to find different periods in First Peoples history, from the time First 
Peoples arrived in North America to the signing of the Great Peace of Montréal in 1701, 
and locate them on the time line. You will discuss this chronology during your visit.

OBJECTIVE

Situate the development of Iroquoian and 
Algonquian cultures in space and time, along with 
the arrival of Europeans – especially the French – 
in North America.

COMPETENCIES DEVELOPED

Cross-Curricular
 ¬ To use information.

 ¬ To solve problems.

Social Sciences
 ¬ To understand the organization of a society 
in its territory.

 ¬ To interpret change in a society and its territory.

 ¬ To be open to the diversity of societies 
and their territories.

Essential Knowledges
 ¬ Iroquoian society around 1500: demographic, 
cultural, economic and political situations.

 ¬ French society in New France around 1645: 
demographic and cultural situations, influence 
of people and events on social and territorial 
organization.

MATERIALS REQUIRED

Centuries of History sheet

15 MINUTES

INSTRUCTIONS

 Hand out the Centuries of History sheet 
to your students. Ask them to complete 
the timeline, by placing each letter under 
the appropriate picture.

Answers: A – C – G – B – E – D - F

 Ask the students to discuss their answers with 
the group. Make sure they understand the 
difference between nomadic and sedentary.  
Do they have any questions  
about the pictures? If so, take  
note of their questions  
so that you can ask  
the interpreter-guide  
when you come  
to the Museum.

BEFORE YOUR VISIT

IROQUOIANS AND THE ALGONQUINS MEET THE FRENCH
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Growing up in Ville-Marie
TEACHER INFORMATION  ELEMENTARY

You will soon be visiting Pointe-à-Callière, Montréal Archaeology and History Complex 
with your students for a historical experience. The Growing up in Ville-Marie tour makes 
use of costumes, objects, games, and images to let students experience and learn about 
how the settlement’s first French inhabitants lived during the time of New France.

Arouse your students’ curiosity with the preparatory activities in this booklet.

 

ACTIVITY 1  Montréal: back to the beginning

Have your students create a timeline of the 
New France period to familiarize themselves 
with the 17th century and better understand 
the context in which Ville-Marie was established.

OBJECTIVE

Take key figures and events involved in the 
establishment and growth of Montréal during the 
New France era and place them in time and space.

COMPETENCIES DEVELOPED

 ¬ To construct his/her representation of space 
and time.

 ¬ To interpret change in a society and its territory. 

 ¬ To use information.

MATERIALS REQUIRED

 ¬ String

 ¬ Clothespins

 ¬ Student worksheet Montréal: back 
to the beginning

 ¬ Computer or tablet (optional)

45 MINUTES

INSTRUCTIONS

 Have your students answer the questions on 
page 5 of the worksheet Montréal: back to 
the beginning. The correct responses appear 
on page 15 of the answer key.

 Install a string long enough to hang the activity’s 
10 images. Hand out an image or statement 
to each student (see pages 7, 9 and 10 of the 
worksheet Montréal: back to the beginning). 
Allow students to confer with their classmates 
so they can match images to statements.

 Next, have the class work together to 
reconstruct the timeline. Have the students 
use images, statements, and dates to put the 
events in order and place the figures in time. 
Each of the groups formed during the previous 
step should pin their image and statement 
to the timeline. Enrich the activity using the 
ambient sound excerpts related to each event 
on the timeline (see link below). 

See the following site for the sound excerpts:  
https://activitelignedutemps.wixsite.com/sons/
sounds

BEFORE YOUR VISIT
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Before Your Visit | Activity 1 | The St. Lawrence Iroquoians 1 / 12

The St. Lawrence Iroquoians
TEACHER INFORMATION

Planning a visit to Pointe-à-Callière to explore the world of the St. Lawrence Iroquoians? Use the 
activities in this teacher’s guide to spark your students’ curiosity before your visit and have them 
come up with hypotheses about the lifestyle of these First Peoples. At the museum, they can test 
their hypotheses. It will give them lots to discuss back in the classroom.

ACTIVITY 1  Women and men

How did the St. Lawrence Iroquoians live around the year 1500, before contact with Europeans? 
Use the illustrations of two young Iroquoians performing everyday tasks to brainstorm with your 
students and come up with a general description of what life was like for these First Peoples.

OBJECTIVES

 ¬ Discover the St. Lawrence Iroquoians’ 
lifestyle and environment before the arrival 
of Europeans.  

 ¬ Experience the daily activities of St. Lawrence 
Iroquoian women and men.

COMPETENCIES DEVELOPED

Cross-curricular 
 ¬ To use information
 ¬ To solve problems

Social Sciences
 ¬ To understand the organization of a society 
in its territory

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGES

Social Sciences
 ¬ Iroquoian society around 1500: cultural, 
economic and political situations, influence 
of people on social and territorial organization, 
elements of continuity with the present (place 
names, artefacts, sites).

MATERIALS REQUIRED

 ¬ A young St. Lawrence Iroquoian woman and 
A young St. Lawrence Iroquoian man sheets  

 ¬ Blackboard or paper and pencils

30 MINUTES

INSTRUCTIONS

 As a class or in teams, have your students look 
at the sheets A young St. Lawrence Iroquoian 
woman and  A young St. Lawrence Iroquoian 
man  and challenge them to find as much 
information as possible. Write down the details 
and their hypotheses as they go, along with 
any questions that arise.  

Avenues of exploration 
 ¬ Describe the scene, clothing, tools, and other 
objects. Be specific about the materials and 
examine the patterns. What would be the 
equivalent scene today? 

 ¬ Imagine their living environment – their homes, 
the typical sounds and smells.

 You’ll be able to test the hypotheses and 
answer the questions during your visit to 
the museum. 

BEFORE YOUR VISIT

DISCOVER THE FIRST INHABITANTS OF THE ISLAND OF MONTRÉAL

NEW
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Elementary   Secondary

Elementary   Secondary

Preschool / Kindergarden   Elementary

In an immersive space filled with sound and light, students 
experience the birth of Montréal alongside the pioneers who made 
their way here from France to establish a missionary colony they 
named Ville-Marie. The students are invited to explore the remains 
and stroll across a glass floor above Fort Ville-Marie.

Setting sail from Montréal as crew members on Pierre Lemoyne 
d’Iberville’s ship, young participants will learn the nuts and bolts of 
navigation and prove they have what it takes to become privateers! 
Often confused for one another, pirates and privateers faced very 
similar challenges, but one group operated lawfully while the 
other did not. Learn which of them were the true heroes of the St. 
Lawrence... Young people are sure to have a great time with this 
interactive and immersive activity! They’ll explore the world of the 
privateers who shaped the Montréal and Québec of the 17th century. 
They’ll need both brains and brawn, not to mention imagination and 
team spirit, to make the cut.

 

Hi there! I’m an irresistibly interesting little puppet. Playing 
my observational and hands-on games will teach you all about 
archaeology and the daily lives of young Montrealers of yesteryear. 
As Mr. Trouvaille says, just because you’re 4 or 5 years old doesn’t 
mean you can’t understand what those ar-chae-o-lo-gist people do!

WHERE MONTRÉAL BEGAN

D’IBERVILLE: PIRATE OR PRIVATEER?

BUILDING MONTRÉAL

EXPLORING THE MUSEUM

Duration: 90 minutes with multimedia show
Maximum: 72 students
Area of study: Social Sciences
Pre- and post-tour online activities:
www.pacmusee.qc.ca/education

Duration: 90 minutes with multimedia show
Maximum: 144 students
Area of study: Social Sciences
Pre- and post-tour online activities:
www.pacmusee.qc.ca/education

Duration: 90 minutes with multimedia show
Maximum: 80 students
Preschool targeted competency: Developing an understanding of the world
Elementary area of study: Social Sciences

Duration: 60 minutes or 90 minutes with multimedia show
Maximum: 60 students
Targeted competency: Developing an understanding of the world

Montréal Discovery Exhibitions
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Enter Into the Wonder Room where science rubs elbows with the 
unusual and the marvellous. Featuring over 1,000 objects from the 
four corners of the earth, this exhibition introduces students to the 
fascinating world of collections and curiosity cabinets, highlighting 
their impact on knowledge development and the desire to decipher  
the world. Discover this magical and spectacular installation during  
an interactive and playful visit. Thrills and discoveries guaranteed!

Newly arrived immigrants are invited to discover Montréal and its 
founding site, Ville-Marie Fort, with our museum guides. Immersed 
in archaeological remains and surrounded by objects of the past, 
they retrace the journey of the founders and builders of Montréal.
A unique and dynamic way to learn more about their new city! 
The tour includes the Generations MTL multimedia show.

INTO THE WONDER ROOM

DISCOVER YOUR MONTRÉAL
FRANCIZATION PROGRAM

APRIL TO DECEMBER 2019

Duration: 90 minutes with workshop
Maximum: 60 students
Area of study: Sciences and Social Sciences

Duration: 90 minutes with multimedia show
Maximum: 60 students
Area of study: Social Sciences

Temporary Exhibition

Special Program

Elementary cycles 2 and 3   Secondary cycle 1

Elementary   Secondary
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Preschool / Kindergarden   Elementary cycles 1 and 2

Making their way through the Museum’s archaeological remains, 
children take part in an interactive tour, hearing a tale filled with 
surprises that will immerse them in the imaginary world of the 
strange ghosts of Pointe-à-Callière. Take your students on an 
imaginative and offbeat adventure! An original narrative created by 
Simon Boulerice, nationally renowned author of children’s books.

Who is the real Santa Claus? Befana, the woman who slides down 
chimneys on January 6 to leave presents for children in Italy? Or St. 
Nicholas, the patron saint of schoolchildren and protector of children, 
well known in Europe? Could it be Lucy, who celebrates the return of 
light and prepares for Christmas in her own way? Or perhaps “our” 
own Santa, flying through the sky with his sleigh and reindeer, in 
his flashy red suit? This is the Museum’s special Christmas gift for 
youngsters visiting the remains! 

STRANGE GHOSTS OF 
POINTE-À-CALLIÈRE

WHO IS THE REAL SANTA CLAUS?

OCTOBER 18 TO 25, OCTOBER 29, 30 AND 31
FROM 9:30 AM TO 2:30 PM

NOVEMBER 29 TO DECEMBER 20 AND MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
FROM 9:30 AM TO 2:30 PM

Duration: 90 minutes with workshop
Maximum: 96 students

Duration: 60 minutes or 90 minutes with multimedia show or workshop
Maximum: 120 students

Seasonal Activities
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Educational Workshops

Elementary cycles 2 and 3   Secondary cycle 1

Elementary cycle 2   Secondary

Elementary

This workshop provides a perfect opportunity to find out what 
archaeologists do. Under the supervision of a chief archaeologist 
(interpreter-guide), students use a scientific approach to conduct an 
investigation. By digging in the ground, they’ll find traces of occupancy 
from the prehistoric era to the days of the British regime, analyzing 
their findings in a lab and learning how people lived in the past.

For centuries, so much has happened at Callière’s point, where 
travellers were forced to make a stop to bypass the Lachine Rapids. 
First Peoples spent some time here, at first taking advantage of the 
generous natural resources, and later attending the annual fur fair 
with the French and signing the Great Peace of Montréal in 1701. 
With the help of models, artifacts, and the remains, your students 
will explore the site’s indigenous past.

Long before the Europeans arrived, the St. Lawrence Iroquoians 
built villages of longhouses on the island of Montréal and all along 
the river. See how they lived from day to day: how they used the furs 
and bones of the animals they hunted, how they prepared their daily 
meals, and more. Students will be fascinated by the ingenuity and 
know-how of this aboriginal nation! Can they show themselves to be 
just as handy?

ARCHÆO-ADVENTURE

FIRST PEOPLES ON THE POINT

THE ST. LAWRENCE IROQUOIANS

Duration: 90 minutes with multimedia show
Maximum: 60 students
Area of study: Social Sciences
Pre- and post-tour online activities:
www.pacmusee.qc.ca/education

Duration: 90 minutes
Maximum: 60 students
Area of study: Social Sciences
Pre- and post-tour online activities:
www.pacmusee.qc.ca/education

Duration: 90 minutes with multimedia show
Maximum: 80 students
Area of study: Social Sciences
Pre- and post-tour online activities:
www.pacmusee.qc.ca/education
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Elementary cycles 1 and 2

Elementary cycle 3   Secondary cycle 1
Elementary cycle 3   Secondary cycle 1

Walking on Callière’s point, crossing a little river, and going to 
market… it’s all so much more fun when you get to wear a habitant’s 
apron or a noblewoman’s cloak… or carry the parish priest’s breviary! 
A look into the daily lives of French and Native children of the past 
awaits you… you’ll even get a chance to try your hand at the games 
they played. Bilboquet isn’t as easy as it looks!

We’ve come a long way since people used to draw their drinking water 
straight from the St. Lawrence and dump their wastewater in the 
street! Water has a whole history of its own… Your students will follow 
the ancient waterway from the old sewer to the pumping station and 
discover the ingenious ways Montrealers have managed this precious 
resource since the 17th century. They’ll get straight answers to some 
key questions about drinking water and wastewater, from the past to 
the present day!

19th century Montréal. British leaders have embarked on some 
spectacular projects! The industrial revolution is in full swing and 
there is much to be done: paving the way for business, building 
wharves, digging a canal to get around the rapids, installing the 
aqueduct, replacing sailing ships with steamships, and more. 
But what exactly does “progress” mean? Through a guided tour, a 
roleplaying exercise, and the exploration of a new interactive fresco, 
students will learn about the huge British contribution to the
evolution of Montréal society.

GROWING UP IN VILLE-MARIE
IN NEW FRANCE

WATER WAYS!HERE’S TO PROGRESS... 
19TH CENTURY STYLE!

Duration: 90 minutes
Maximum: 80 students
Area of study: Social Sciences
Pre- and post-tour online activities:
www.pacmusee.qc.ca/education

Duration: 90 minutes with multimedia show
Maximum: 120 students
Area of study: Social Sciences
Pre- and post-tour online activities:
www.pacmusee.qc.ca/education
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Duration: 90 minutes
Maximum: 80 students
Area of study: Social Sciences
Pre- and post-tour online activities:
www.pacmusee.qc.ca/education

Partner
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Get an introduction to  
Montréal’s industrial  
heritage 

YOUVILLE PUMPING 
STATION  (1915)

First electrically  
powered pumping station  
Heritage building

A

Witness the birth of a 
city and a great museum  

ÉPERON BUILDING (1992) 
RECEPTION PAVILION 

Contemporary building

Stand where Maisonneuve  
and Jeanne Mance founded  
Montréal 

FORT VILLE-MARIE – 
QUEBECOR PAVILION (1642)

The beginnings of the colony  
in Montréal 

C

Enjoy a place for all, open 
to the city and history

MARINERS’ HOUSE (1953) 
NATIONAL BANK PAVILION

Contemporary architecture

F

Stroll through an impressive 
underground tunnel 

CANALIZED RIVER  
FIRST COLLECTOR SEWER  
(1832)

Classified historic site

B

Experience the past through  
educational workshops 

OLD CUSTOM HOUSE  
J. ARMAND BOMBARDIER 
FOUNDATION PAVILION (1836)

First custom house,  
Historic building 
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Rue de la  Commune Ouest

POINTE-À-CALLIÈRE,  
A MUSEUM COMPLEX
www.pacmusee.qc.ca

Imagine a meeting and  
trading place for Natives  
and French settlers 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL CRYPT 

Beneath Place Royale 
First marketplace (1676)  
Classified historic and  
archaeological site

D


