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THE PARTNERS: EZEKIEL SOLOMONS

The Solomons family was related to the Harts, Eze-
kiel Solomons' sister Esther having married Moses Hart, the
brother of Aaron Hart.

These Solomons, Ezekiel and Levy, together with their
Montreal partners Chapman Abraham, Benjamin Lyon and Gershon
Levy, represented a Canadian saga of vast scope which had marked
the annals of half a continent, a saga different from the Harts'.

They formed a minor consortium, a partnership of five
experienced army purveyors, implanted deep in the roots of the
history of the country. Some of them had been very close to the
line of fire and of torture. They probably shared common German-
English background; they teamed up to trade with the Indians over
a goodly part of the continent from Montreal. They developed a
large volume and suffered great and dangerous adventures often to
end on equally great difficulties. But these wandering merchants
left a profound mark on American and Canadian Jewish history, a
respected place in the annals of the continent -- as did other less
romantic, Jewish settlers on the prairies two centuries later, the
farmers and storekeepers as the fathers in Fredelle Bruser Maynard's
Raisins and Almonds, in Paul Kligman's It All Ended up in a Shopping
Bag and in Morley Torgov's A Good Place to Come From.

The partners had come to Montreal at the same time as
Aaron Hart and Samuel Jacobs, in 1760. But these latter had
sought out appropriate places in the colony, settled there and
struck root there; the consequences of their decisions are Canadian
Jewish history.

The five partners, however, saw the map of America
differently. Their vision was not that of the Harts and the
Judahs; but it was a vision that has been appreciated by his-
torians and literary artists since.

With one possible exception, they are not found in the
American Jewish communities before the conquest of Canada. These
men probably came directly from England with the troops,




and may well have learned their trade as supplymen in the armies
of Europe. Quartermaster work was a common Jewish occupation on
the Continent in the eighteenth century; it was the royal road

to wealth. After the conquest of Canada the partners stuck to-
gether and branched out into the lucrative fur trade, which
offered the greatest opportunities after the fall of Montreal in
September, 1760. The friends and relatives back in London who

had sent them supplies for the soldiers could just as well finance
them in the Indian trade and help them arrange for the sale of the
beaver which was sent to the English market in exchange. (Marcus,l,
pPp.225-26)

Theirs was the venturous and geo-philosophical vision of
the west, a profound under.tanding of the westward direction in
Judo-Christian civilization. In the Roman Catholic world it was
formulated in the oldest Canadian document, Jacques Cartier's
Premier récit. In Jewish history it dates from the birth of the
world-wide Jewish post-Shtetel civilization.

In his '"Jewish Beginnings in Michigan'" Heineman accur-
ately places Canadian Jewish pioneers in that history. (Publica-
tions of the American Jewish Historical Society, P. 48)

"The beginnings of Michigan (then Canada) deal with the
explorer, the missionary, and the trader, who found in the water-
ways of the Great Lakes the readiest entrance into the heart of
the new world. Along these waterways convenient stations soon
came to be established, not by the explorer or missionary, but
by the trader who typified in crude but sturdy fashion the ancient
union of commerce and civilization. Among such places on the
Great Lakes none was more important than Michilimackinac, the
Mackinac of our day, and in connection with this post, mention is
to be found of several Jewish persons," (mostly Montrealers).

Fur was a fundamentally important commerce, strictly
controlled by the government for many reasons. The Indians
not less than the British governors knew that it heralded the
white man's expansion into territories where they could not sur-
vive in coexistence.




They all came out from the forests, but little the
worse for their experience.

They had looked far up the vast flowing St. Lawrence
and saw a commercial empire to be developed; hundreds of miles
up, where the river began in great lakes, where French influence
at Fort Pontchartrain persisted, and British control not yet
certain.

They established homes and businesses in Quebec City
and in Montreal, owned property, pioneered in Ontario (Upper
Canada just getting organized as a territory) and Detroit, went
through the agonies of the American War of Independence which
was a civil war for them, with all its challenges to loyalties,
ideals, family and interests, founded the synagogue and the
cemetery in Montreal, engaged a minister and then contested a
law suit with him.

Then these faded away, taking their children with them,
leaving the continuity of Jewish history in Canada to the extended
Hart dynasty.

A century later, on the Canadian Pacific frontier,
we have the saga of Victoria's congregation president, Morris
Moss, in the hands of the coastal Indians (D. Rome. '"Morris
Moss, A Synagogue President who Blazed Trails on Canada's Great
West," in the Winnipeg Jewish Post of Sept. 11, 1947, Pp. 15-27)
and that of A. Malowanski on the Bering Sea Islands.

As we read the adventures of such synagogue presidents
in the hands of their Indian captors, we must see it as a not
unique combination of intense Jewish religious activity and

frontier venture.

Walter S. Dunn, Jr. states that the partners ''had
the support of English financiers and were in contact with
Hayman Levy of New York who traded in furs in the Hudson River
valley. With correspondents of this quality they were in a
position to do business on a scale not generally possible at
this period." ('Lucius Levy Solomons'" in Dictionary of Canadian
Biography)




There was a year's gap between the French evacuation
of Michilimackinac, the principal fort north of Fort Pontchartrain,
and the arrival of British troops. The abandoned fort oversaw
the commerce of three lakes and served as a meeting place for the
nearby Chippewa and Ottawa Indian tribes. During that year the
fort was occupied by bush-ranging French traders. most of them
half-breeds. The vast domain was left for businessmen of vision
to contemplate and to risk.

Donald Creighton, the historian of the Empire of the
St. Lawrence, provides the large frame in which this Jewish
initiative stands,

"There were two occupations of Canada at the conquest,
the military and the commercial; and this commercial occupation
shows as well as anything could possibly do, the real meaning which
the St. Lawrence had for the West-Europeans and Americans of the
eighteenth century. For them the conquest was the capture of a
giant river system and the transference of commercial power.

"In the north, geography directed the activities of
men with a blunt sternness; and it had largely helped to create
a distinct and special American system. The lower St. Lawrence
was for the French, as it is for the Canadians of today, the des-
tined focus of any conceivable northern economy; and in response
to an invitation which was at least half a command, settlement
became inevitably concentrated on the strip of territory between
Quebec and Montreal. Here were the lowlands of the St. Lawrence;
but the restricted area drew men for other reasons than for its
fertile land, and northern commerce was not to be built up upon
a solid foundation of agricultural production. The river and the
Shield, which seemed physically to overawe the valley with their
force and mass, reduced the lowlands to a position of secondary
economic importance. It was the final trunk-line of the western
commercial system driving past Quebec and Montreal, which gave
the rock and the river city their initial economic importance...
The trend of expansion from the St. Lawrence valley was towards
the west, and the commercial empire of the north was inland and
not oceanic...Canadian expansion drove impulsively westward,
along the rivers and into the interior. It was trade which
drew them all; for the Shield and its outlying fringes gave up
the first and simplest of the Canadian staple products, beaver
fur. Furs, a product of the Shield, obtainable by the river




system of transportation, weighted the already heavy emphasis

of the Precambrian formation and the St. Lawrence. Furs impelled
the northerners to win that western commerical empire which the
river seemed to offer to the daring.

"Thus the society which grew up in the northern geo-
graphic province instintively created that form of endeavour
which was to dominate Canadian life until the conquest and for
nearly a century thereafter. This was the northern commercial
system, of which furs were the first staple; and the fur-trading
organization of the French was the elementary expression of the
major architectural style of Canadian business life. It was a
distinct North American system, peculiar to Canada, with the
immensity and simplicity which was characteristic of the land-
scape itself. The northern commer¢ial organization plunged in a
single trunk-line across the Atlantic and up the river to Quebec
and Montreal; but beyond the river city it spread out in increasing
amplitude and with infinite ramifications over the enormous bulk of
the Precambrian formation and over the central lowlands of the con-
tinent. This western territory, where the goods of Europe were ex-
changed for the goods of America, was the inland commercial empire
of the St. Lawrence. The colony, weak in agriculture, weak in
industry and seaward commerce, was tied in utter bondage to France;
but it revenged this subordination in the east by extravagantly
ambitious pretensions in the hinterland of North America. The
whole landscape annexed to the river of Canada, the lands which
spread out north and south and westward of the Great Lakes were
claimed and largely exploited by the commercial state which was
centralized at Quebec and Montreal.

"It seemed,in the first assertive youth of the northern
society, as if the St. Lawrence might take possession of inland
North America, as if the western edges of the continent would be
the only limits of this vast, facile, unsubstantial commercial
empire. The young fur-trading colony concentrated with passionate
intentness upon the fulfillment of its own peculiar destiny...

It became at once the greatest ambition and the chief task of
Canadians to enlarge the extent of their commercial dominion, to
centralize it upon the lower reaches of the St. Lawrence and to
protect it from the encroachments of rivals from the south and
from the north.

"The pressure of this system was enormous. The colony
grew curiously -- ungainly, misshapen, almost distorted --
stamped by tasks and ambitions which were, on the whole, too
great for it. The western commercial organization, which lasted
as the dominant economic form for two centuries of Canadian his-
tory, rooted certain tendencies deeply in the society of the St.
Lawrence: there were virtues and weaknesses, loyalties and anti-




pathies which became fixed and almost ineradicable. It was western
commerce which helped largely to determine the part which Canada

would act in the affairs of European empires and the role which it
would play in the politics of North America. A colony which scarcely
rose above the level of feudal industry and which failed completely
to develop a diversified trade, required a mature European metro-
polis both as a market and as a source of manufactures and supplies..-

"The first British Canadians were merchants drawn
northward by the promises of the river; and they came with the
single, simple objective of making money by trade...The army and
the civilian population which had endured a two years' blockade,
constituted the first market on the shores of the St. Lawrence
after the conquest. But almost at once the northern economy began
to select its future servants from the ruck of these first casual
traders. In Quebec and Montreal, the enormous implications of the
conquest rushed over some of these nomad merchants...Gradually,
during the first quarter-century of British rule, and by a slow
process of arrivals and departures, there was built up a new com-
mercial personnel, devoted to the river and dedicated to the
realization of its promises.

"This commercial group acquired and maintained an enormous
influence in Canadian affairs. It was the most self-conscious, pur-
poseful and assertive of all the Canadian social classes. But its
outward appearance was not particularly unusual or impressive.

Y The first British-Canadian merchants came from a score of
different towns and villages scattered haphazardly over the old
world and the new. There were a few foreigners, Wentzel, Ermatinger
and Wadden and the Jews, Solomons and Levy...

"Montreal possessed immense purpose and undivided con-
centration. The river city was the city of western commerce --
the grand style of Canadian commercial endeavour; and the fur trade
was its first expression. Eagerly the new northerners took over
the direction of this business, acquired its old technique and
pushed forward towards its old objectives. In the summer of 1761
Alexander Henry was on his way to Michilimackninac. According to
his account, the traders Goddard, Solomons, Bostwick and Treacy
were in the west in the very early sixties, and there were others
without doubt. It was, in those days, a trade for heroes. The
Indians looked upon the British newcomers with resentment, ir-
ritability and malevolence. The sullen, mounting tension which
filled the whole west cracked in 1763 and there came the explosive




fury of Pontiac's rising. From the window of a house in Michili-
mackinac, Henry helplessly watched the slaughter of his fellow
subjects; and the Indians brought the 'green scalps' of British-
Canadian traders to the Hudson's Bay Company's post at Severn
House. For two years the west was closed for trade, until the
merchants in Montreal fretted with impatience; but at last, at
the beginning of 1765, Murray began to issue licenses once more.
(Pp. 22-24, 29)

The westward element in the geopolitics of Canadian
history is prominent in what may be fairly called the oldest
Canadian document, Capt. Jacques Cartier's own Bref récit et
succincte narration de la navigation faite en 1535 et 1536 aux
fles de Canada, Hochelaga,KSaguenay et avec particuliéres meurs,
langaige et cérimonies des habitans d'icelles.

This significant document is preceded by a remarkable
preface in which he situates his venture in the context of cos-
mogony and the workings of the solar system, and then in the
essential history of mankind, in terms both theological and
scientific; in human awareness and in the development of knowledge.

Two centuries before Ezekiel Solomons and three cen-
turies before going west became proverbial advice for the young
man, the French explorer placed his adventure in the historiographic
philosophy of the westward movement of mankind and put the Jews'
Holy Land as the significant point of departure.

"For first our holy faith was seeded and planted in
the Holy Land which is in Asia, to the east of our Europe. And
then, by the succession of time, brought and revealed unto us,
and finally to the west of our said Europe, following the ex-
ample of the sun which brings its warmth and light from the east
to the west, as has been said. And thus also have we seen our
sacred faith not eclipsed anywhere by the wicked heretics and
false legislators, and since then suddenly light up again and
show its clarity more openly than in the past...

"And now in the present navigation conducted by your
royal command for the discovery of western lands, being in cli-
mates parallel to your lands and kingdom, not hitherto known to
you or to us, can be seen and known their goodness and the fer-
tility, the large number of peoples living there, and their
virtue and peacefulness." (Paris, Librairie Tross, 1863, re-
printing of the original rare edition with variant readings
of manuscripts in the Bibliothéque imperiale, with historical
introduction by M. D'Avezac)




In this context there stands the association of
these experienced Jewish traders, army purveyors, deeply im-
planted within the roots of the history of the country. Some
of them had been very close to the line of fire and of torture.
They probably shared commcn German-English background; they
teamed up to trade with the Indians over a goodly part of the
continent from Montreal. They had developed a large volume of
trade and had suffered great and dangerous adventures, often to
end on equally great difficulties.

But these wandering merchants left a profound mark on
American and Canadian history and won a respected place in the
annals of the continent.

Their story has been studied by Jacob Rader Marcus
(in his Early American Jewry,Philadelphia, Jewish Publication
Society, 1951, vol. 1, and in his American Jewry. Documents
Eighteenth Century. Cincinnati, Hebrew Union College, 1959)
and by Irving I. Katz (The Beth El Story. Detroit, Wayne Univer-
sity Press, 1955) and in other of his publications.

Arthur Chiel relates these intruders into the territory
of the Hudson's Bay Company to the more numerous independent
Montreal invaders who later formed the Northwest Company. (The
Jews in Manitoba, A Social History. Toronto, University of
Toronto Press, 1961, p.5)

) In their history of Quebec, Farley-Lamarche note that
after the treaty of Paris some Jews who traded in the Upper
Country reached Montreal, so that the Jewish presence became
quite important in the new English colony." (P. 341)

Michel Brunet notes the preponderance of English commerce
at this period in the colony,

"The enterprising spirit and the good fortune of the
English merchants of Montreal was not limited to the fur trade.
The names of those who dominate the economic life of the future
metropolis of English Canada since the last quarter of the 18th
century have no French resonance: the McGill brothers, Edward
Chinn, Ezekiel Solomon, Benjamin and Joseph Frobisher, Todd,
Patterson, Charles Grant, Peter Pond, Jacob Jordan, Alexander
Mackenzie, Simon McTavish." (La Présence anglaise et les Cana-
diens. Montréal, Beauchemin, 1958, P.85)




Edgar Andrew Collard tells the story of this '"Daring
Jewish Merchant" (in Gazette of Nov. 26, 1977),

"In the summer of 1761 Ezekiel Solomon took his life in
his hands and set out for Fort Michilimackinac. It was one of
the most dangerous, the most adventurous expeditions in all of
Canada's commercial history. He secemed to have little chance of
every coming back alive.

"If he survived the hazards, he might carry out business
dealings of extraordinary profit. His decision to go was an ex-
pression of the most resolute business enterprise -- one of the
earliest examples of the readiness to take chances that has marked
Canadian Jewish businessmen ever since.

"Fort Michilimackinac stood on the straits between Lake
Huron and Lake Michigan. It was an old French fort. There the
French fur traders met with the Indians in the neighborhood of the
Great %akes. That fort was one of the richest centres for the fur
trade.

In his article on "Ezekiel Solomon, the First Jew in
Michigan," in Michigan History, Katz describes the situation,

"Located on the sandy south side of the straits near the
tip of Michigan's lower peninsula, it was the principal fort north
of Detroit. It oversaw the commerce of three lakes and served as
a meeting place for the nearby Chippewa and Ottawa Indian tribes.

"The French occupied the fort until the autumn of 1760,
when its commandant, Captain Louis de Beaujei, abandoned it to
the victorious British. English troops did not arrive to take
possession of their prize until a year later, on September 28, 1761.

"During that year, the fort was occupied by bush-ranging
French traders, most of them half-breeds.

"Ezekiel Solomon and a few hardy traders came to Mackinac
in the summer of 1761 in advance of the English troops, in order to
pre-empt some of the rich northern fur trade. So that they might win
over the Chippewa Indians to their side, the English traders distri-
buted presents to them and succeeded in winning their friendship.
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"But no sooner had they become friendly with the
Chippewas than a band of nearby Ottawas presented demands and
threatened destruction of the group. Fortunately Captain Henry
Balfour, Lieutenant William Leslye and a garrison of English sol-
diers arrived in time to rescue the traders, probably including
Ezekiel Solomon, from the impending peril.'" (Sept. 1948)

Lieut. Leslye informed Henry Bouquet (via Donald
Campbell), we "arrived just in time to save the traders from
the Indians who threatened to destroy them."

The 1761 court records relate a suit of Solomon &
Frimson, merchants, against Ebenzar Canute. (PAC, MG 24, E4,
vol 2.5 P.T)

During the Pontiac Indian uprising Solomon was taken
prisoner by the Indians and was one of the few Englishmen,
military or civilian, to remain alive.

In the terms of Irving Katz, '"Ezekiel Solomon and three
of his partners went through the horrors of the general Indian up-
rising of 1763 known as Pontiac's Conspiracy, and shared the common
experience of an Indian captivity with its imminent threat of
death by torture.

"Indian resentment of English officials and unscrupulous
traders was further heightened by the incitements of a bitter
French population. The Indians rose in a great effort to end the
influx of English settlers and soldiery. Significantly enough,
Pontiac's Conspiracy was not directed against the French.

"According to Chief Pontiac's plan, a simultaneous
attack was to have been launched on all the forts in the possession
of the English and the garrisons annihilated in one stroke.

"At Mackinac, the scheme was to engage in a game of
ball, at the exciting stage of which the ball was to be tossed,
presumably by accident, within the fort, whither the warriors
were to rush after it, only to seize the weapons which their
squaws, by prearrangement, had taken into the fort, hidden under
their blankets. The scheme was carried out successfully on
June 2, 1763.

"Among the traders who witnessed the horrible massacre
by the Indians of the English soldiers and traders was Ezekiel
Solomon.
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"This appears from his affidavit taken in Montreal
for use before the Military Court of Inquiry held later by Major
Henry Gladwin at Detroit. It reads as follows:

"I, Ezekiel Solomon, Resident in the Fort at Michili-
mackinac at the time it was surprised by the Savages, declare that
on the 2nd day of June a Frenchman, Mons. Cote, entered my House
several Times and carried from thence several Parcels of Goods,
my Property. And also an Indian named Sanpear carried the Peltry
from my House to the House of Amiable Deniviere in whose Garret
I was concealed. I owed Mons. Arick a sum of money, but at the
time He demanded it the payment was not become due, and I refused
to pay Him till the Time I contracted for; but he told me, the
Commanding Officer would prevent that, and he replyed that the
Commanding Officer was nothing and that he Himself was Commanding
Officer. Sworn, & c., 1l4th Aug. 1763, before me. Danl Disney,

Town Major.'" (Gladwin Manuscripts, Pp. 667, cited by Henry,
Pp.90-91)

To continue with Collard,

"With the coming of British rule in 1760 the French
fur traders saw their licences lapse. A vacuum opened up. The
new traders, the British subjects from Montreal, could move
rapidly into the area.

"They would have no competition from the French. If
they went to the fort soon enough, they could do business before
many other English traders would arrive. The fur trade of the area
would be at the disposal of only a few merchants from Montreal, if
they came at once, with a good supply of trade goods.

"The dangers were appalling. Though that area at the
Great Lakes was now British territory, no British authority had
as yet been established. No troops had arrived in that far wilder-
ness. If Fort Michilimackinac was a vacuum, awaiting any traders,
it was also a vacuum, without law or order.

"The Indians of the region had been the allies of the
French in the long wars against the English -- wars that had only
just ended. They would have no friendship for the English.

"The few French living in or near the fort would be in-
stinctive enemies of these first English intruders from Montreal.
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"These first English-speaking traders, after their long
canoe journey from Montreal, settled down uneasily at Fort Mich-
ilimackinac. The French at the fort said the Indians would kill
them, sooner or later; they had better get out. Indians began
demanding presents.

"A tribe, the Ottawas, arrived in force. They summoned
Solomon, and the few other traders, to a council.

"They told the traders: 'You shall give to each of our
men, young and old, merchandise and ammunition, to the amount of
fifty beaver—skins, on credit, and for which I have no doubt of

their paying you in the summer on their return from their wintering.'

"The traders realized their goods were being extorted
from them; they would never be paid. They were determined to
resist. They gathercd in a house in the fort. They barricaded
the entrance in the best way they could. They armed themselves,
and made ready to hold out.

"An old record says that 'the night was past, as
might be expected, in the greatest anxiety, being hourly in
expectation of an attack, which did not happen.'

"Their prospects were grim. They were only a small
band in a remote post, in the midst of enemies. The French at
the fort advised them to give the Indians what they wanted.
Solomon and the others were still determined to fight ‘it out.
They remained behind their barricades till night.

"Then hope came. Word reached them that English troops
were on their way to the fort; they had encamped only a few miles
away. In some ways, their danger was increased. The Indians
might try to seize the house before the troops arrived.

"Watch was maintained through another tense night. At
dawn the Indians were leaving in their canoes. Soon afterward
the boats of the English were approaching the landing-place.

"One of the officers, a Lieut. Leslye, later remarked
that they had 'arrived just in time to save the traders from the
Indians who threatened to destroy them.'
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"Once the English troops had arrived at Michilimackinac,
Ezekiel Solomon and the other traders from Montreal had the secur-
ity and protection they needed. As the first of the English cit-
izens in the area, they turned energetically to making the most
of their opportunites. They not only traded at the fort; they
sent canoes with goods into the interior to trade with the Indians
farther away.

"Their gamble in risking their lives seemed to be paying
off and very handsomely. But all the while a new danger was in
the making.

"The idea grew among the Indians that they should assert
their independence; they should seize the west for themselves.
Instead of having to submit to the white men, French or English,
why should they not become again the master of their own land?

"The leader of this independence movement was Pontiac,
Chief of the Ottawas. He roused his own and other tribes."

Francis Parkman, the classic historian of this period;
includes Henry's story in his history of The Conspiracy of Pontiac
and the Indian War after the Conquest of Canada,(tenth rev. ed.,
vol. 1, Boston, Little Brown, 1882, vol. 1, Pp. 331-32),

"Scarcely had he ceased to congratulate himself on having
thus got rid of the Ojibwas, or, as he calls them, the Chippewas,
when a more formidable invasion once more menaced him with destruc-
tion. Two hundred L'Arbre Cro:che Ottawas came in a body to the
fort, and summoned Henry, together with Goddard and Solomons, two
other traders, who had just arrived, to meet them in council. Here
they informed their startled auditors that they must distribute their
goods among the Indians, adding a worthless promise to pay them in
the spring, and threatening force in case of a refusal. Being allowed
until the next morning to reflect on what they had heard, the traders
resolved on resistance and, accordingly, arming about thirty of
their men with muskets, they barricaded themselves in the house
occupied by Henry, and kept strict watch all night. The Ottawas,
however, did not venture an attack. On the following day, the
Canadians, with pretended sympathy, strongly advised compliance
with the demand; but the three traders resolutely held out, and
kept possession of their stronghold till night, when, to their sur-
prise and joy, the news arrived that the body of troops known to be
on their way towards the fort were, at that moment, encamped within
a few miles of it. Another night of watching and anxiety succeeded;
but at sunrise, the Ottawas launched their canoes and departed while,
immediately after, the boats of the English detachment were seen to
approach the landing-place. Michilimackinac received a strong gar-
rison; and for a time, at least, the traders were safe."

Henry himself describes the misunderstandings between
the traders, particularly the English-speaking merchants, and the
Indians,
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Alexander Henry was one of the civilians who attached
themselves, as was common in those years, to Amherst's army, not
as a soldier but in an early attempt to share in the fur trade of

Canada directly on the conquest of the army.

Like many others, he risked fortune and life by advancing
as a civilian ahead of the established line, of the authority of
the advancing army to which he was loosely attached.

The English victory at Quebec had altered the character of
the fur trade. Henry was among the first to obtain permission,
and, as soon as the weather permitted, started for Michilimackinac,
travelling by the regular route of the Ottawa River and Lake Huron.
Passing across this lake he found that the Indians had not yet re-
cognized the change of government, and that it was necessary for him
to disguise himself as a Frenchman. Michilimackinac had been sup-
plied with a small force of English soldiers from Detroit, and was,
with the exception of the small post on Green Bay, the most westerly
fortified position in the British Dominion." (Bain's preface to
Henry. Travels and Adventures. 1901. P. XIX; also in 1969 ed. from

M.G. Hurtig, Edmonton)

In Henry's own words,

"At the entrance of Lake Michigan,and at about twenty
miles to the west of Fort Michilimackinac, is the village of
L'Arbre Croche, inhabited by a band of Otawas, boasting of two
hundred and fifty fighting men. L'Arbre Croche is the seat of
the Jesuit mission of Saint Ignace de Michilimackinac, and the
people are partly baptized, and partly not. The missionary re-
sides on a farm, attached to the mission, and situated between
the village and the fort, both of which are under his care. The
Otawas of L'Arbre Croche, who, when compared with the Chipeways,
appear to be much advanced in civilization, grow maize, for the
market of Michilimackinac, where this commodity is depended upon
for provisioning the canoes.

"The new dangers, which presented themselves, came from
this village of Otawas. Every thing, as I have said, was in readi-
ness, for the departure of my goods, when accounts arrived of its
approach; and shortly after, two hundred warriors entered the fort,
and billeted themselves in the several houses, among the Canadian
inhabitants. The next morning,they assembled in the house which
was built for the commandant, or governor, and ordered the attend-

ance of myself, and of two other merchants, still later from Montreéal,

namely, Messrs. Stanley Goddard, and Ezekiel Solomons.
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"After our entering the council-room, and taking our
seats, one of the chiefs commenced an address: 'Englishmen,'
said he, 'we, the Otawas, were some time since informed of your
arrival in this country, and of your having brought with you the
goods of which we have need. At this news, we were greatly pleased,
believing that through your assistance, our wives and children would
be enabled to pass another winter; but, what was our surprise, when
a few days ago, we were again informed that the goods which, as we
had expected, were intended for us were, on the eve of departure,
for distant countries, of which some are inhabited by our enemies!
These accounts being spread, our wives and children came to us,
crying, and desiring that we should go to the fort.'" (Travels
and Adventures in Canada and the Indian Territories between the
Years 1760 and 1776. New York, I. Riley, 1809. Pp. 47-51. New
edition with notes by James Bain, Toronto, Morang. 1901. Pp. 49-53)

Henry narrates how the catastrophe that cost so many lives,
and direly threatened his and Solomon's occurred.

"Baggatiway, called, by the Canadians, le jeu de la
crosse, is played with a bat and ball. The bat is about four
feet in length, curved, and terminating in a sort of racket. Two
posts are planted in the ground, at a considerable distance from
each other, as a mile, or more. Each party has its post, and the
game consists in throwing the ball up to the post of the adversary.
The ball, at the beginning, is placed in the middle of the course,
and each party endeavours as well to throw the ball out of the
direction of its own post, as into that of the adversary's....

"The game of baggatiway, as from the description above
will have been perceived, is necessarily attended with much violence
and noise. In the ardour of contest, the ball, as has been suggested,
if it cannot be thrown to the goal desired, is struck in any direction
by the ad