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OF THE

Lords Spiritual and Temporal
TO HIS

MAJESTY,
In Relation to the«

Petition of Charles Desboron?, 
Late Captain of His MAJESTY’S Ship 
Mary Gaily, Employ’d in the Expedition to 
Newfoundland, in the Year *69?, under the 
Command of Captain John Norris.

His Majefty’s moil Gracious Answer
thereto.
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To the Right Honourable the Lor ds 
Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
Affembled.

9 ft 1 . ' ■*. ‘ * . ', x ,

The humble Petition of Charles Desborow : 

SHEWETH,

THAT Four ^Petitioner iras Commander of His 
SHajefty’s Ship Mary Gaily, in the Expedi* 

tion to Newfoundland, Anno 1697. together with 
Ten Men of War more, Two Fire [hips and Two Bomb* 
fetches. The 1 ift of June, Mr. Ponti appear'd off 
the Port of St. John r, which gave the faire ft Op* 
portunity imaginable to thofe that were imployed on that 
Expedition to have taken them r had they then be^ 
licked the Intelligence that from time to time wees given 
them by your Petitioner, and others j but inftead of 
giving Encouragement to your Petitioner for his readt- 
nefs to do ferYtce to the Nation, and to cover their 
own fault, your Petitioner iras unjuftly charged with 
Preach of Orders, and Neglefi of Dutyr and difmifs’d 
from his Command $ 7t>hich your Petitioner is ready with

A % Witneffes



Witneffes to prove, either at the Bar of Your Lordjhips 

fioufe, or as in Your Lordfhips Great Wifdoms JhaU 
think meet•

Wherefore Your Petitioner moft humbly Trays, 
That Your Lordfhips will enquire into Matter 
of Faff, that JuJlice may be done both in re­
lation to His MAJESTY, the Kingdom 
of England, and your Petitioner, who has 
been a great Sufferer on this Occajion ; And, 
as in Duty bound, he [hall ever Pray.

Cha. Desborow,

Die
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Die LmtS ij April. *699.
E Your Majefty’s moft Dutiful and 
Loyal Subje&s, The Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal in Parliament Affembled, 
Humbly acquaint Your Majefty, That 

We have received a Petition from Charles Desborow, late 
Captain of Your Majefty’s Ship the Mary Gallyy em­
ploy’d in the Expedition to Newfoundland, in the Year 
1697. under the Command of Captain Norris: Which 
Petition fets forth, That on the zijl of July, 1697. Mon­
iteur Pcnti appeared off the Portgf St. Johns, which 
gave the faireft Opportunity imaginable to thole that 
were then employed on that Expedition, to have taken 
the French, if the Intelligence that from time to time 
was given by the laid Charles Desborow and others, had 
been believed : And that inftead of receiving any En­
couragement for his Readinefs to do Service to the Na­
tion, he was unjuftly charged with Breach of Orders, 
and Negle&of Duty, anddifmiff from his Command.

Which We conceived to be a Matter of fo 111 Conle- 
quenceto YourMajefty’s Service, if there were Truth 
in it, that We thought fit to enter into a particular Exa­
mination upon Oath, of the Allegations of the Paid Peti­
tion : Wherein the laid Desborow does acquaint the Com­
mittee of this Houle, That on the 2 ifi of July Five 
French Ships appeared off St. Johns, which were re­
ported by Prilbners taken, to be part of Monfieur Nef- 
mond's Squadron appointed to Attack St. Johns.

That
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That on the 23d of July, Four Englifomen who had 
been taken Prifoners by Pontiy made their Efcape, and 
informed him the Paid Desborowy That the Five Ships 
before-mentioned belonged to Ponti : That mod of his 
Men were lick, and that their Provifions were fhort. 
Thele Four Men informed Commadore Norris the 
fame thing, and alfo that they came from the Weft- 
Indies ; but he would not believe them.

That Alexander Cumberbatch ( who was a Prifoner 
with Pontiy but being Pent under a Guard to the Shore 
to get him Provifions, and liberty to Water ) gave us 
Notice hereof by Letter ; and told us, That if we 
would Perve our Country, this was the time.

That Edwards and Shuttleworth brought this Letter 
from Cumberbatchy and affirmed the Pame thing, but we 
would not believe them

That on the 2.6thof July the Paid Desborow was Pent 
out to difcover them ; and Captain Littleton was Pent 
out the fame day, or the next, to Carbonier, where pur- 
Puing a French Boat Pent out from Ponti, the Frenchmen 
were forced on Shore, and Purrendred themfelves to the 
Merchant-men that kept Guard on the ffiand of Carbo- 
nier y who brought Five and twenty of them to Captain 
Norrisy to whom they owned it was Ponti s Fleet, and 
not Nefmonds ; but he would not believe them, but 
threatned to Whip them.

While this was doing, the Paid Desborow came in, and 
afïured them, There were Five French Men of War, 
and no other Ships near them ; but neither the French 
Priioners, Shuttleworthy the Paid Desborow% nor the four 
Englijh that had been Prifoners, could be believed; Poit 
was refolved, Not to go out to fight them.

William Ejfex and Charles Hafhfeld being Examined 
before the Paid Committee, Paid much to the Pame Ef­

fect ;
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feffc ; and particularly, That they heard the four En­
glish Prifoners fay , That thofè French Veflels were 
Five Men of War under Pond, come from Carthage- 
na, who they faid were weakly Manned, and had but 
little Wood and Water Aboard.

And Cumber batch inform'd the faid Committee, That 
when he came out of France, the Commiffioners of the 
Admiralty gave him 500 /. and a Medal and Chain of 
150 /. value; and gave his Mate 50 4 and a Medal of 
30 /. for the Intelligence he the faid Cumberbatch had gi­
ven to Commadore Norris at St. Johns.

John Bayly depofed, That the Ship Monk , where 
Captain Norris was Commander, had lèverai Bails of 
Linnen and Woollen, Brandy, and Wine, Haberdafhery 
Ware, and Druggets on Board; and that the Bails lay 
between the Guns, and before the Cabbin-door , from 
the 2 iji to the i%th of July ; and that the laid Ship was 
fopeftred with Goods, that (he was not fit to go to Sea 
all the while Ponti lay there ; and they took the Fifhes, 
T'op-Mails, and Chains, to make a Boom a*crofs the 
Harbour, to keep Ponti out.

George Witt ere à alfo depofed, That the laid Monk 
was fo peftred with Goods on the z\ft of July, when 
Ponti appeared at the Mouth of the Harbour, that fhe 
was not fit to go out ; and that they took the Fifhes, 
Top-Mafts, and Chains, to make a Boom to keep Pon­
ti out.

We have likewife lookt into the Refolution of the 
Council of War, of the 24th of July, 1657. which 
was called upon the receiving an Exprefs from the Ma­
ilers of the Merchants Ships at Carboneir, of Five 
French Men of War being feen off that Port, which 
the Officers of the laid Council of War judged to be a 
Part of Monfieur Nefmond's Squadron ; where it was

B 2 confi-



eonfidered, Whether the Squadron ihould go to Sea or 
not ; to which Council of War the Land-Officers were 
joined; and the Queftion being put, the Votes were as 
follow; every man figning his Opinion to his own 
Name.

Seamen.

Francis Dove, Yea.
Robert Stapilton, Yea.
James Lit t let on, No.
Charles Deshorow, Yea.
Cooper Wade, Yea.

Roffey, No.
James Mighells, Yea.
Tho. Day, Yea.
John Cranby, Yea.
John Drake, No.
Nicholas Trevannon, No.
John Norris, Yea.
7hok Smith, No.

Thefe Votes were figned the i^th of July, at Three 
of the Clock in the Afternoon ; by which it was carried, 
That the Squadron (hould not go to Sea.

After this We Examined all the Captains that are 
now in England, that had been employed on that Expe­
dition ; who owned the Intelligence above mentioned, 
but diftrufted the Truth thereof, thinking ftiil it mulf be 
Nefmond, and notPonti: And yet by an unaccountable 
Negligence took no care to fend out others to be further 
fatisfied of the Truth of the aforefaid Intelligence.

As concerning the faid Desborows being broke by a 
Court-Martial on the nth of Auguft following for Neg-

led
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Landmen.

John Gibfony No.
Tho Dore, No.
Tho. Handufyd, No. 
Cliff. Brexton, No. 
Griff\ May, No.
Hugh Boyd, No.
M Smith, No.
Jof. Hargrave, No. 
Rob Daly ell, No.
H. Petit, No.
George Watkins, No.
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3e£t of Duty, and Breach of Orders ; We have like- 
wife Examined as many of the Captains of that Court- 
Martial, as are now in England, wJk> do not charge 
the laid Desborow with any particular Breach of Or­
ders, or Negleft of Duty ; but referred themfelves to 
the Depofirions taken at the Court-Martial for the 
Ground of their Reafons for breaking the faid De:bc~ 
row : Whereupon we had Refort to the Original Dé­
polirions then taken upon Oath ; and Firfb of John 
St one man , the Mailer of Your Majelly’s faid Ship, 
Mary Galley ; which faith, That having Sailed out of 
St. Johns Harbour on Monday the Six and twentieth 
Day of July, they Steered to the Northward, and on the 
Seven and twentieth of the fame, they gave Chace to 
Three fmall Sail, one whereof proved to be the Lisbon 
Merchant, Captain Sookes Commander, who came 
that Morning from Carbonier , and acquainted them, 
That the Night before there was taken a French Man 
of War’s Boat, with feveral Prifoners ; and that Cap­
tain Littleton was gone thence with them to St. John's : 
Alfo that there were Five Sail of French Men of War 
then at Anchor ^Conception Bay : He further depoteth, 
That on the Eight and twentieth they faw them at 
about Four Miles diftance from them ; that the biggeft 
of them had a White Flag at Main-top Mall: Head, 
which he judged to be a Ship of about 80 Guns under 
Sail ; That thereupon they made the bell of their way 
to St.Johns Harbour, to acquaint the Commander in 
Chief with it; That they ply ed off and on, off St. Johns 
till the 29th ; when they Sailed again to the Northward, 
the Wind at South Weft and by Wejty and the Weather 
very Foggy ; That at 11 that Night they fell in with 
the aforefaid Five Sail near Cape St. Francis ; That the 
SrernmoR of them Fired a Gun, and made faite Fires. 
Upon which all their Lights were put out immediately,

and
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and they loft fight of them, it being hazy Weather ; 
That they flood upon a Wind till it clear’d, which was 
about 2 in the Morning, when the Wind coming out 
at N.NE. and feeing no Sail, they flood in for Car- 
bonier to gain Intelligence if thofe Ships had done any 
Injury there ; That their Captain went a-fhore, and re­
turned at 9 at Night, and brought a trench Prifoner 
with him ; which had been taken in the forementigned 
Boat. He further adds, That that Night about n a 
dock the Current fet them fo near to the Shoar, that 
they were obliged to come to an Anchor till 3 in the 
Morning, when they weighed and made Sail for 
St. John s ; but the Wind being contrary, they got not 
off that Harbour till the 31/, when their Captain 
went into the Harbour in his Boat, to acquaint the 
Commander in Chief with what Intelligence he had 
learnt.

Mr .John Crow, Lieutenant of Your Majefty’s faid 
Ship Mary Galley , John Car , and Nicholas Ban clocks 
Mates of Your Majefty’s faid Ship, in their fèveral Dé­
polirions fay near to the fame Effedh

Mr. Arthur Bafs, Lieutenant of Your Majefty’s Ship 
Monk, doth depofe upon Oath, That being fent by 
Captain John Norris, Commander in Chief of Your 
Majefty’s Ships in Newfoundland, to get Intelligence 
from the Northern Parts of the Coafts, on the 28th of 
July, under Bell-IJle, he faw Five Ships which he 
was informed by the Inhabitants of that plate were 
French Ships, Men of War ; and that he did at the 
fame time fee in the Bay Your Majefty’s Ship the Mary 
Galley^ and to the beft of his Judgment fhe was from 
6 to 8 a Clock no nearer to the French Ships than two 
or three Leagues.

Which being the only Depofitioir that charges De sho­
wn with being at that diftaace from the French Ships,

We



( 7 )
We muft obferve, That the faid Bafs was not on Board 
the fame Ship with Desbrow, which the other Four 
Deponents were ; and befides, the faid Cumkerbatch, who 
was then Aboard Pontys Ships, does depofe, That on 
the 28th of July (as he believes it was ) he faw a Fri- 
gat-built Ship of 36 Guns which he took for English ; 
which Ship in truth proved to be the faid Mary Galley *, 
lo that it does not appeartous, That any Breach of Or­
ders, or Negleft of Duty, could juftly be charged up­
on the Petitioner Charles Deshorow : Whereupon this 
Houfe proceeded to Pafs the Three following Votes* 
( viz, j

I. ït is Refolved by the Lords Spiritual and Tempo­
ral in Parliament Affembled , That it is the Opinion of 
this Houfd, That Captain Charles Desborow was unjuftly 
broken ; and alfo that an Humble Addrefs be Prefented 
to His Majejiy from this Houfe, That he may be refiored 
to His Majejiy*s Favour, and his own jujl Rights.

II. It is Refolved, That the Squadron Commanded by 
Captain Norris, at St. John’* in Newfoundland , not 
going out to fight Ponti upon the feveral Intelligences gi­
ven, was a very hfih mifcarriage, to the great Dijfervice of 
the Kjng and KJngdom.

III. it is Refolved, That the joining the Land*Officers 
with t!:e Sea-Officers in the Council of War of the 24th of 
July, 1697. was one occafion of the Mifcarriage in not 
fighting Ponti.

All which, according to our Duty, we lay before 
Your Majefty, to the end Your Majefty may be plainly 
and impartially informed of the great Mifcarriage in 
that Expedition, and the true Caufe and Ground of it ; 
not dcubting, but that Your Majefty upon a ferions 
Reflection of this our Humble Repref&nadon, will give

effectual
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effectual Orders for the Redreffing and Reeompencing 
this poor Man’s Grievances and Sufferings in particular, 
and for Vindicating the Reputation of Your own Ser. 
vice both at Home and A broad, which we are fenfible 
hath extremely fuffered on this Occafion, and for pre- 
venting the like difcredir, damage, and mifmanagement 
for the future.

And whereas feveral Matters of very great Confè- 
quence, have been throughout the courfe of thefe Exa­
minations Sworn againft Captain Norris, which we for­
bear to enter into a more particular Enquiry of, becaufe 
thefaid Captain Norris was not here to anfwer for him- 
felf: We humbly defire, That Your Majefty would, 
give effe£lual Orders that the laid Captain Norris be 
forthwith Remanded, and ordered to Attend this Houle 
the next Seflion of Parliament, to Anfwer fuch Matters 
as have been now objeëted againft him : And that in the 
mean time the faid Captain Nerr is may be fufpended 
from his Employment in Your Majefty s Service.

Die Veneris zi April. 1699.

The Earl of Bradford Reported His Majefty’s An­
fwer to the Addrefs Relating to Captain Desborow as 
follows :

THAT His Majefty will Confider of the Addrefs, 
and give the necejfary Directions in or dir to what 

the Houfe de fires*

F X N I S.
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