


DELA VILLE DE
MONTREAL

MONTREAL




A M

EEAT (S

TR T SR BRI

“o

’x'\-' .

af

D 2












% The Humble

ADDRESS

OF THE

Lords Spiricual and Temporal

0 H1s

MATREST Y,

In Relation to the

\ P

Late Caprain of His MAJESTY s Ship!

Pertitioy of Charles Desborow |

Mary Gally, Employd in the Expedition to’
Z\zewfound{and in the Year 1697, under the
Command of Captain FJobn Norris.

AND

Hls Majefty’s moft Gracious AN sw E g|
thereto.

*
raalh |

i h

g

Printed for Charles Desbarow, 169 9.




|
|
_
|
|




To the Right Honourable the Lor ps

Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament

Affembled.

The humble Petition of Charles Desborow :

SHEWETH,

F1 AT Your Petitioner was Commander of His

Majefly’s Ship Mary Gally, in the Expedis
tion to Newfoundland, Anno 1697. together with
Ten Men of War more, Two Fire[bips and Tivo Bomb»
Ketches.  The 21/2 of June, Mr. Ponti appear’d off
the Port of St. John’s, which gave the faireft Ops
portunity imaginable to thofe that were imployed on that
Bxpedition._to_have taken them., bad they then- bes
lieved the Intelligence that from time to time was given.
them by your Petitioner , and others ; but inflead” of
g1ving Encouragement to your Petitioner for his readis
nefs to do fervice to the Nation , and to-cover their
own fault , your Petitioner Was unjuftly charged with
Breach of Orders, and Neglect of Daty,. and difmifs'd:
from bis Command 5 Which your Petitioner is ready with
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Witne[Jes to prove, either at the Bar of Your Lordfhips
Houle, or as in Your Lordfhips Great Wildoms fhall

think meet,

; Whesefore Your Petitioner moft bumbly Prays,
| That Your Lordfhips will eiiquire into Matter
of Faét, that Fuftice may be done both in re-
lation to His MATE S TY, the Kingdom
of England , and your Petitioner , who has
been a great Sufferer on this Occafion ; And,
| as in Duty bound, he [hall ever Pray.

Cha, Desbordw,
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Die Lune 17 April. 1699,

E Your Majelty’s moft Dutiful ‘and
Loyal Subjetts, The Lords Spiritual
and Temporal in Parliament A flembled,

Humbly acquaint Your Majefty, That
We have received a Petition from Charles Desborow, late
Captain of Your Majefty’s Ship the Mary Gally, em-
ploy’d in the Expedition to Newfowndland in the Year
1647. under the Command of Captain Norris: Which
Petition {ets forth, That onthie 212 of Tuly, 1697. Mon-
fieur Penti appeared off the Port of St. Fobh#’s, which
gave the faireft Opportunity imaginable to thofe that
were then employed on that Expedition, to have taken
the French, if the Intelligence that from time to time
was given by the {aid Charles Desborow and others, had
been believed : And that inftead of receiving any En-
couragement for his Readinefs to do Service to the Na-
tion, he was unjuftly charged with Breach of Orders,
and Negle€t of Duty, and difmift from his Command.
Which We conceived to be a Matter of {o 11l Confe-
quence to Your Majelty’s Service, if there were Truth
in it, that We thought fit to enter into a particular Exa.
mination upon Oath, of the Allegations of- the faid Pe:i-
tion: Wherein the {aid Desborow does acquaint the Com-
mittee of this Houfe, That on the 2:# of Fuly Five
French Ships appeared off St. Fobs’s, which were re-
ported by Prifoners taken, to be part of Monfieur Ve/-
mend’s Squadron appointed to Attack St. Joha's.
B That




{2)

Thaton the23d of Fuly, Four Englifbmen who had
been taken Prifoners by Posti, made their Efcape, and
informed him the faid Desborow, That the Five Ships
before-mentioned belonged to Posti : That moft of his
{ Men were fick, and that their Provifions were fhort.
| Thefe Four Men informed Commadore Norris the
| fame thing, and alfo that they came from the Wef-

Indies 3 but he would not believe them.

That Alexander Cumberbatch { who was a-Prifoner
with Ponti, but being {eat under a Guard to the Shore
to get him Provifions, and liberty to Water ) gave us
Notice hereof by Letter; and told us, That if we
would ferve our Country, this was the time.

That Edwards and Shuttleworth brought this Letter
from Cumberbatch, and affirmed the fame thing ; but we
would not believe them

That on the 261/ of Fuly the faid Desborow was {ent
out to difcover them ; and Captain Littleton was fent
out the fame day, or the next, to Carbonier, where pur-
fuing a French Boat {ent out from Ponti, the Frenchmen
were forced on Shore; and {urrendred themfelves to the
Merchant-men that kept Guard on the Ifland of Carbo-
nier, who brought Five and twenty of them to Captain
Norris, to whom they owned it was Pozt#’s Fleet, and
not Nefmond's ; but he would not believe them, but
threatned to W hip them.

While this was doing, the faid Desborow came in, and
affured them, There were Five Fresch Men of War,

, and no other Ships near them ; but neither the French ,
| Prifoners, Shuttleworth, the faid Desborow, nor the four |
Englifh that had been Prifoners, could be believed ; {0t ‘
was refolved, Not to go out to fight them, _

William Effex and Charles Hafbfield being Examined :
before the faid Committee, faid much to the fame Ef- i

- fect 3
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(3)
fecx ; and particularly, That they heard the four Eax-
¢lifb Prifoners fay , That thofe French Veflels were
Five Men of War under Ponti, come from €arthage-
na, who they faid were weakly Manned, and had bue
little Wood and Water Aboard.

And Cumberbatch inform’d the {aid Committee, That
when he came out of France, the Commiflioners of the
Admiralty gave him 500 /. and a Medal and Chain of
150 /. value; and gave his Mate 50/, and a Medal of
30 /. for the Intelligence he the faid Cumberbatch had gi-
ven to Commadore Norris at St. John's.

John Bayly depofed, That the Ship Monk , where
Caprain Norris was Commander, had feveral Bails of

'Lionen and Woollen, Brandy, and Wine, Haberdafhery
Ware, and Druggets on Board ; and that the Bails lay
between the Guns, and before the Cabbin-door , from
the 21/# tothe 28¢5 of Fuly; and that the faid Ship was
{o peftred with Goods, that fhe was not fit to go to Sea
all the while Pont: lay there ; and they took the Fifhes,
Top-Mafts, and Chains, to make a Boom a-crofs the
Harbour, to keep Pon#i out.

George Wittered allo depoled, That the faid Monk
was {o peftred with Goods on the 21# of Fuly, when
Fomt? appeared at the Mouth of the Harbour, that {he
was not fit to go out ; and that they took the Fifhes,
Top-Malfts, and Chains, to make a Boom to keep Pon-
fz out.,

We have likewife lookt into the Refolution of the
Council of War, of the 24t/ of Fuly, 1697. which
was called upon the receiving an Exprefs from the Ma-
fters of the Merchants Ships at Carbomeir, of Five
French Men of War being feen off that Port, which
the Officers of the faid Council of War judged to be a

Part of Monficur Nefmond’s Squadron; where it was
B 2 confi-
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(4)
confidered, Whether the Squadron fhould go to Sea or

-not ; to which Council of War the Land-Officers were

joined; and the Queftion being put, the Votes were as
follow ; every man figning his Opinion to his own
Name.

Seamen. Landmen.

FJohn Gibfon, No.

Francis Dove, Yea.

Robert Stapilton, Yea.
James Littleton, No.
Charles Desborow, Yea.

Tho. Dore, No,
Tho. Handufyd, No.
Cliff. Brexton, No.

Cooper Wale, Yea. Griff. May, No.
Roffey, No. Hugh Boyd, No.
James Mighells, Yea. M Swmith, No.
Tho. Day, Yea. Jof. Hargrave, No.
Fohn Cranby, Yea. Rob. Dalyell, No.
Jobu Drake, No. H., Petit, No.
Nicholas Trevarnon, No.  George Watkins, No.
John Norris, Yea.

Ths. Smith, No.

Thefe Votes were figned the 2425 of Fuly, at Three
of the Clock in the Afternoon ; by which it was carried,
"That the Squadron (hould not go to Sea.

After this We Examined all the Captains that are
now in England, that had beenemployed on that Expe-
dition; who owned the Intelligence above mentioned,
but diltrufted the Truth thereof, thinking fill it muft be
Ne[mond, and not Ponti: And yet by an unaccountable
Negligence took no care to fend out others to be further
fatisfied of the Truth of the aforefaid Intelligence.

As concerning the faid Desborow’s being broke by a
Court-Martial on the r1th of 4uguft following for I\;eg}-:

eC




(5)
1e& of Duty, and Breach of Orders ; We have like-
wife Examined as many of the Captains of that Court-
Martial, as are now in England, who do not charge
the faid Desborow with any parricular Breach of Or-
ders, or Neglett of Duty ; but referred themfelves to
the Depofiiions taken at the Court-Martial for the
Ground of their Reafons for breaking the faid De:bo-
row : Wherecupon we had Refort to the Original De-
pofitions then taken upon Oath; and Firlt of Fohx
Stoneman o the Malter of Your Majefty’s f{aid Ship,
Mary Galley ; which faith, That having Sailed out of
St. John's Harbour on Monday the Six and twentieth
Day of Fuly, they Steered to the Northward, and on the
Seven and twentieth of the {ame, they gave Chace to
Three {mall Sail, one whereof preved to be the Lisbon
Merchant , Captain Sookes Commander, who came
that Morping from Carbonier , and acquainted them,
That the Night before there was taken a Fresch Man
of War’s Boat, with feveral Prifoners ; and that Cap-
tain Littleton was gone thence with them to St. Job#'s
Alfo that there were Five Sail of French Men of War
then at Anchor in Conception Bay : He further depofeth,
That on the Eight and twenticth they {aw them at
about Four Milesdiftance from them; that the biggeft
of them had a White Flag at Maia-top Malt-Head,
which he judged to be a Ship of about 8o Guns under
Sail; That thereupon they made the beft of their way
to St. fohn's Harbour, to acquaint the Commander in
Chief withit; Thatthey plyed off and on, off St. Foh#’s
till the 29th ; whenthey Sailed again to the Northward,
the Wind at Souzh Weft and by Weff, and the Weather
very Foggy ; That at 11 that Night they fell in with
the aforefaid Five Sail near Cape St. Frazcis ; That the
Sternmoft of them Fired a Gun, and made falfe Fires.
Upon which all their Lights were put out immediately,

and
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and they loft fight of them, it being hazy Weather ;
That they ftocd upon a Wind till it clear’d, which was
about 2 in the Morning, when the Wind coming out
at V.V.E. and feeing no Sail, they ftood in for Car-
bonier to gain lntelligence if thofe Ships had done any
Injury there ; That thetr Captain went a-fhere, and re-
turned at g at Night, and ‘brought a Freach Prifoner
with him; which had been taken in the forementigned
Boat. - He further adds, That that Night about 11 a
Clock the Current fet them {0 nearto the Shoar, that
they were obliged to come to an Anchor till 3 in the
Moining , when they weighed and made Sail for
St. John’s ; but the Wind being contrary, they got not
off that Harbour till the 31#, when their Captain
went into the Harbour in his Boat, to acquaint the
Commander in Chief with what Intelligence he had
learnt.

Mr. John Crow, Lieutenant of Your Majcfty’s faid
Ship Mary Galley , John Car , and Nicholas Bundocks
Mates of Your Majelty’s {aid Ship, in their féveral De-
pofitions fay near to the fame Effet.

Mr. Arthur Bafs, Lieutenant of Your Majefty’s Ship
Monk , doth depofe upon Oath, That being fent by
Captain Jobn Norris, Commander in Chief of Your
Meujelty’s Ships in Newfoundland, to get Intelligence
from the Vorzhers Parts of the Coafts, on the 28th of
July , under Bel-Ifle , he faw Five Ships which he
was informed by the Inhabitants of that place were
French Ships, Men of War'; and that he did at the
fame time {ce in the Bay Your Majefty’s Ship the Mary
Gualley, and to the beft of his Judgment fhe was from
G to 8 a Clock no nearer to the French Ships than two
or three Leagues.

Which being the only Depofition that charges Desép-
vow with being at that diftance from the Fremch Ships,

We
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We muft obferve, That the faid Bs/s was not on Board
the fame Ship with Desborow, which the other Four
Deponents were ; and belides, the faid Camberbatch, who
was then Aboard Ponty's Ships, does depofe, That on
the 28th of Fuly (as he believes it was ) he {2w a Fri-
gat-built Ship of 36 Guns which he took for Englifb 3
which Ship in truth proved to be the {aid Mary Galley ;
{o that it does not appeartous, That any Breach of Or-
ders, or Negle& of Duty, could juftly be charged up-
on the Petitioner Charles Desborow : Whereupon this
Houfe proceeded to Pafs the Three following Votes.

( viz.)

I. It is Refolved &y the Lords Spiritual and Tempo-
yal in Parliament Affembled , That it is the Opinion of
this Honf¢, That Captain Charles Desborow was unjuftly
broten 5 and alfo that an Humble Addre[s be Prefented |
to His Majefty from this Houfe, That he may be reftored
to His Majefty’s Favour, and his own juft Rights.

II. Itis Refolved, That the Squadron Commanded by
Captain Norris, ar 8. John’s iz Newfoundland , #os
going out to fight Ponti upon the feveral Intelligences gi-
wen, was a very hizh mifcarriage,tothe great Diflervice of
the K,iizg and K,iﬁ(gdgm.

IIL. lcis Relolved, 7hat the joining the Land-Officers
with tle Sea-Officers in the Council of War of the 24th of
Toly, 1697. was one occafion of the Mifcarriage in not
fiahting Ponti. |

All which, according to our Duty, we lay before
Your Majelty, to the end Your Majefty may be plainly
and impartially. informed of the great Mifcarriage in
that Expedition, and the true Caufe and Ground of it ;
not doubting, but that Your Majefty upon a ferious
Reflettion of this our Humble Repref€aiation, will give

effeCtual
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(8)
effeGtual Orders for the Redrefling and Recompencing
this poor Man’s Grievances and Sufferings in particular,
and for Vindicating the Reputation of Your own Ser.
vice both at Home and Abroad, which we are fenfible
hath extremely fuffered on this Occafion, and for pre-
venting the like difcredit, damage, and mifmanagement
for the future. -
And whereas feveral Matters of very great Confe-
quence, have been throughout the courfe of thefe Exa-
minations Sworn againft Captain Norris, which we for-
bear to enter into a more particular Enquiry of, becaufe
the faid Captain Norris was not here to an{wer for him-
felf: We humbly defire, That Your Majefty would .
give effeCual Orders that the faid Captain Norris be
forthwith Remanded, and ordered to Attend this Houfe
the next Seflion of Parliament, to Anfwer fuch Matters
as have been now objeéted againft him: And thatin the
mean time the faid Captain- NVerris may be {ufpended
from his Employment in Your Majelty’s Service.

Die Veneris 2.1 April. 1699.
The Earl of Bradford Reported His Majefty’s An-

~ {wer to the Addrefs Relating to Captain Desborow as

follows :

T HAT His Majefty will Confider of the Addrefs,
and give the neceflary Directions in order to what:
the Houfe defires.

E ol Nl
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