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Bob Douglas, Ivan Saunders mourned. . .See Pages 4-5
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PETER VARGA
Filmmaker/restauranteur Bashar Shbib poses outside Millie's
Diner, formerly known as Café Santé. The filmmaker had
intended to use the restaurant as a set for a TV series produc-
tion, and took on ownership when previous owner Linda
Goodsell decided to close last spring. For the full story on this
unique eatery please see Page 8
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Four honoured for helping

anistan

bring peace to Afgh
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PERRY BEATON/SPECIAL

Medals were awarded to four Sherbrooke residents who assisted Armed Forces personnel in Afghanistan.Pictured
are: Commandant Christian Barabé, Chief Warrant Officer Mario Ouellet, Sultan Ahaizodin, Amamali Hanif, Shah

Ismatullah Habibi, Azimy Bakhtiyari.

Four men awarded General
Service Medal

By Brion Robinson
SHERBROOKE
espite the constant threat of gun fire and
Dsuicide bombers, four Sherbrooke residents
signed up to go back to their native country
of Afghanistan and help Canadian soldiers bring
order to their war-ravaged country.
The four were awarded the General Service
Medal and certificate of participation for helping
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Canadian peacekeepers in the Central Asian coun-
try in the fall and summer of 2004. They were re-
cruited by the Canadian Armed Forces in 2003.

Family and friends crowded around three of the
four men while representatives from the Canadi-
an Army handed out the medals at Sherbrooke
City Hall Wednesday morning, the first day of the
Festival des traditions du monde.

The special medal is given to civilians and sol-
diers for their efforts in helping the Canadian
Army, despite the dangers of a well-armed enemy.

PLEASE SEE MEDALS PAGE 3
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Hopps adds new award to
list of honours

Environmentalist

honoured by
‘Memphremagog
Conservation group

By Leah Fitzgerald
e’s spent more than half his life fighting for
Hllu- health of Lake Memphremagog, its
marshes and tributaries, and he shows no
sign of stopping.

Stewart Hopps, 84, was awarded the first Gor-
don Kohl Memorial Award by Memphremagog Con-
servation, Inc. Saturday. Hopps has been a member
of MCI since 1967, and has served as vice-president
and held the honorary role of governor.

Gisele Lacasse-Benoit, an environmentalist in
her own right working with both MCI and against
the condo developments at Mount Orford, nomi-
nated Hopps for the award.

“If I am here today talking about the environ-
ment, it is only because of you,” she said. “You in-
spire my life and the lives of many other people
from the Eastern Townships and all over Quebec.”

Hopps was the first municipal inspector in the
region, and worked in Magog Township for 10 years.
He worked on the law that gives a 10-metre border
to the shorelines of waterways at a time when no
environmental norms existed in the province.

He's worked with Operation Nettoyage, which
works on educating youth about the environment.
In 17 years, he's handed out over 50,000 trees.

In 1991, Hopps also founded his own environ-
mental watchdog group, the Fondation Marécage
Memphremagog (Memphremagog Wetland Foun-
dation), which has rescued 840 acres of wetland
through three different projects. Hopps is still work-
ing with the group, which has seven more projects
on the go.

This isn't the first time Hopps has been recog-
nized for his work. In 1999, Hopps received the
Order of Canada. He was nominated by actor Donald
Sutherland, who also donated land to Hopps’ foun-
dation. Sutherland spends his vacations on the lake,
and is a longtime friend of Hopps.

“Thankfully, Stewart Hopps, with the most vigi-
lant of intelligences, has worked relentlessly, with
one vision, one hope, in the defence of natural life,”
Sutherland wrote in his letter recommending

Gas leak forces
evacuation in
Coaticook

rkers from nine businesses in Coaticook's in-
W1115t1‘ia| park were ordered to leave their build-
ings Wednesday morning following a gas leak.

“Workers were called out of their buildings around 8
a.m. ," said Streté du Québec spokeswoman, Linda
Bertrand.

Despite conflicting reports of between 1,000 and 3,000
workers evacuated, Bertrand couldn’t give an exact num-
ber. However, she said the leak was caused when an exca-
vation team ruptured a pipe while digging a hole in the
area.

There were no injuries reported and workers were
called back over an hour later.

LE PHOTO

Conservationist Stewart Hopps is the recipient of MCI's
first Gordon Kohl Memorial Award..

Hopps for the Order of Canada.

“With great self-sacrifice and undying diligence
he has struggled with the powers that be to sustain
our habitat so that it could grow and continue, pro-
viding through its well-being, social and economic
profit to all of us.”

Hopps was the recipient of the Michel Ledoux
prize in 2003, awarded by the Fondation Estrienne
en environnement and the Conseil Regional de I'En-
vironnement de I'Estrie. The Michel Ledoux prize
recognizes outstanding contributions to environ-
mental causes.

Hopps was also voted an Outstanding Township-
per in 2003.
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graphically challenged and apolo-
gize for misdirecting prospective visitors to Rockland, Maine
in a travel story published in yesterday's Record, by suggesting
it was between Portland and 0ld Orchard. It's not.

According to the driver who got us there, take 212 to the
Canada-U.S. border at Woburn. Take 26 South to Augusta,
then 17 East to Rockland and you will be there in roughly 4
hours.

Sharon McCully

Weather

Today: Sunny with cloudy pe-
riods. Wind becoming northwest
20 km/h late in the morning.
High 24,

Friday: Cloudy. Low 11. High
24.

Saturday:A mix of sun and
cloud. Low 13. High 27.

Sunday: Showers. Low 17, High
22.

Ben by Daniel Shelton

I CANT SLEEP!
A CRICKET GOT
INTQ QUR HOUSE

1 THINK I JUST
SOLVED YOUR PROBLEM..

E mail lettars @ bencomicsirip.com
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Newport committee formed
despite citizen protest

By Brion Robinson
espite protests from Newport’s municipal
Dcouncil. residents of the small munici-
pality will see more of their tax dollars
put into a new committee this year.

The new seven-member committee will take
care of services including fire and tourism for
both Cookshire-Eaton and Newport.

Newport residents learned about the new
committee during a public meeting Tuesday
night. About 60 people met at the town hall in
Island Brook Tuesday evening to find out more
about the new municipality's future after it
split from Cookshire-Eaton last year.

A representative from the Ministry of Munic-
ipal Affairs was on hand to answer any ques-
tions and talk about the new committee.

Newport Mayor Bertrand Landry said council
never wanted a new committee.

“We didn't want a new committee because it
would be more of an expense for residents,” he
said during a telephone interview with The
Record.

The committee includes six councillors from
Cookshire-Eaton and one from Newport.

Residents also wanted to know more about
Newport’s portion of a surplus totalling around
$120,000.

Landry said it will take time and some con-
sultation between both sides and the govern-
ment before an agreement can be reached.

He noted the municipality is still waiting for
a $100 tax credit for each resident living in the
municipality of some 770 .

Despite other hanging questions including
the new municipality's control, Newport Coun-
‘cillor Robert Cyr said people will have to wait
until after municipal elections in November.

“The government plans to discuss the num-
bers after the new council is elected in Novem-
ber,” he said during a telephone interview with
The Record, noting there will be new council
members in the fall.

“I'm still not sure if I'm coming back,” he
said.

brobinson@sherbrookerecord.com

MEDALS:

CONT'D FROM PAGE 1

The four men, who are fluent in the Afghan Per-
an and Turkic Languages, acted as cultural advi-
irs to Canadian soldiers. For three months they
1ared a barracks with the soldiers and traveled
round Afghanistan's capital city, Kabul acting as
anslators and setting up contacts.

Shah Ismatullah Habibi, director-general for
1e multicultural association, l'Association Ed-
cative Transculturelle certainly wasn't expect-
1g any special recognition.

“I never thought we would get an award for our
ork,” he said shortly after receiving his medal
ad certificate of appreciation from the Canadian
rmy.

Habibi said he agreed to go to the country to
elp his people in spite of the risks.

“I'm always ready to help my people,” he said.
lhere was always danger, but we did what we
ad to do.”

Despite the distance, his wife, two sons and two
aughters were always just a phone call away.

“He ealled home three or four times a week,”
1id Habibi's wife, Nasima, who is also from
fghanistan."It wasn't easy for him to go to back
) a country that’s still at war.”

Nasima can’t help but smile while her husband

photographed with his medal. “I'm
:ry happy for him,” she said, adding her
usband is very capable of helping their
lopted country.

Nasima said she wanted to join her
usband, but in the end they decided it

: Advertising Consultant
ould be just too dangerous.
Other recipients included Hanif Ama- Tel.: 819-569-9525
1ali an Afghani native who works in Fax: 819-821-3179

lagog's rubber factory.
Amamali, dressed in a black suit and
hite shirt, holds the burgundy-

7 l/lm{f/ Dl

production@sherbrookerecord.com

coloured box containing his medal and certifi-
cate under his arm. .

“I'm very proud of our work in Afghanistan,”
he said, adding the city of some 1.5 million peo-
ple seemed much more stable since he first left al-
most ten years ago.

“They had important jobs,” said Chief Warrant
Officer, Mario Ouellet who lived and worked
with them. “We needed them to help us get close
to the general population on a cultural level.”

Ouellet said close contact with people is criti-
cal to the army’s mission to stabilize Afghanistan.

“It's a question of mutual respect,” he said.
“We can't go there thinking it's going to be any-
thing like Canada. We have to respect their cul-
ture.”

Other recipients included Bakhtiyari Azimy
and Ahaizodin Sultan.

Despite some changes, the Canadian Army is
continuing its peacekeeping mission in
Afghanistan and it's still very dangerous.

Before winter, Canada’s famous Camp Julien
near Kabul will be dismantled and about 150 sol-
diers will set up near Kandahar in the south.

The UN-mandated International Security Assis-
tance Force (ISAF) was created in late 2001 to help
bring stability to the country. Canada is a major
contributor to the effort and has been the lead na-
tion of Force's Kabul Multinational Brigade since
August 2003.
brobinson@sherbrookerecord.com

New Dalsa
navigation

cams headed
for Mars

new satellite will be headed to Mars today, once
A;gain equipped with high tech cameras built by
romont’s Dalsa Semiconductor.

The Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter (MRO), was set to be
launched Wednesday. But a last minute problem with
one of the booster rockets forced the delay.

Once lift-off is achieved, the $500 million MRO will
have embarked on a 107.5 million kilometre trip to the
red planet, arriving in orbit there sometime in March
2006. Once it's in the neighborhood, Dalsa’s cameras
will get to work. This time they will be used to navigate
the satellite into the best possible orbit, using Mars' two
moons as reference points.

Once in position, the satellite will spend the next 25
months using other cameras not built by Dalsa to inves-
tigate the history of water on Mars. It will also be scout-
ing for possible landing sites for future Mars missions.

“We expect to use the spacecraft's eyes in the sky in
the coming years as our primary tools to identify places
for future missions to land,” David McCuiston, director
of the space exploration program for NASA told the BBC
News. Those landing sites could be used for manned
missions to Earth’s neighbor within the next few years.

The experimental navigation camera is the latest
achievement for Dalsa, whose Bromont plant helped de-
sign the cameras for the Spirit and Opportunity Mars
rovers. Those cameras sent back some of the clearest im-
ages ever taken of the planet’s surface.

% Bishop's College School

S AL

SECURITY GUARD
Rotating shifts

BCS, a co-educational independent boarding school, grades
7 10 12, is looking for a fulltime Security Guard to ensure the
campus’ safety. )
The rotating shifts include evenings, nights and weekends.
Starting date is September 1st, 2005.
Requirements: - Secondary school diploma

- 3 years of pertinent experience

- Bilingual: English & French

- Valid driving license -

- Valid competency card

Curriculum Vitae should be submitted by August 17 , 2005
to:
Jacques Leblanc
Bishops College School
80 Moulton Hill Road
Lennoxville, Qc J1M 1Z8
Fax #: (819) 566-8143

E-mail: jleblanc @bishopscollegeschool.com
We regret that only applicants to be interviewed will be contacted
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Former Sherbrooke Record owner remembered

Ivan Saunders took
over paper at
difficult time

By Giancarlo La Giorgia

van Walter Saunders, a beloyed hus-
Ib;md. father, friend and colleague,

and by all accounts a man devoted to
charity and community service, died on
Aug. 8, at age 87.

His passing is especially noted here
at The Record, where Saunders worked
for 24 years as business manager, begin-
ning in 1944. However, for many, it is
his brief tenure as this newspaper's
owner for which he is most remem-
bered.

On Aug. 1, 1968, he and Robert
Stafford bought the paper (then-called
the Sherbrooke Daily Record) from
media tycoon John Basset, Jr., founder
of the CTV television network.

Unfortunately, financial difficulties
forced him to sell the publication on
June 26, 1969, to a young, would-be
press baron named Conrad Black, and
his associates Peter White and David
Radler.

Yet, although Saunders’s reign as
owner was only brief, spanning less
than a year, the effect his ownership
had on the continued survival of this
newspaper is no less profound.

“If |Saunders and Stafford| hadn't in-
vested their money into The Record,
there wouldn't have been a paper left
for Black, White and Radler to buy,” said
Charles Catchpaugh, 78, a longtime
friend and former co-worker of Saun-
ders.

The business partners knew a tough
road lay ahead of them, but according
to Catchpaugh, Saunders’s interest in
the Townships and the survival of the
English community spurred him to con-
tinue.

When Saunders bought the paper
from Basset, Jr., the situation was al-
ready grim: its presses were antiquated,
subscriptions were down and ad rev-
enues were following suit. Basset, Jr.
had been too busy building a media em-
pire to concern himself with The Record
— a “farm paper” where he would train

future staff for the now-defunct Toronto
Telegram.

To regain a competitive edge, Saun-
ders and Stafford had to swallow the
costs of purchasing a new press and ac-
quiring a new place to house it. Howev-
the

er, through all trials and
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COURTESY CHARLES CATCHPAW

Ivan Saunders will be missed by community.

tribulations, he never showed any less
warmth or caring for his employees.

“Ivan Saunders was a man who, de-
spite his financial obligations, was al-

ways concerned with the people
working for him,” said Catchpaugh.

One small example that Catchpaugh
recalled was the fact that, even during
the bleak winter during his time as
owner, Saunders continued the old
practice of giving each employee a
Christmas turkey, just as he had every
year before., “He was something of a
mother hen to us,” Catchpaugh joked.

Hugh Dougherty, a journalist with
50 years’ worth of experience, is anoth-
er former Record employee with fond
memories of his old boss.

Born in Montreal but raised in Sher-
brooke, Dougherty started working off-
and-on at The Record in 1953, while
completing his studies. In 1959, he was
working at The Gazette as a reporter
when Saunders offered him the job of
news editor, which he duly accepted. He
was quickly promoted to editor-in-chief,
where he claims Saunders gave him a
free hand to run the newsroom as he
saw fit.

He left the paper in 1968, before the
paper changed ownership, on Saun-
ders's own advice, sparing him from the
tumultuous months ahead.

“I was in television news with the CBC

shildre:
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FILE PHOTO
Ivan Saunders (left) seals the purchase of The Sherbrooke Daily Record from Donald Bassett

" FILE PHOTO

Ivan Saunders (centre) is bid a fond farewell following the sale of the company to Conrad

Black, Peter White and David Radler.

all over the country for 23 years, and
spent 20 years working in print. But,
looking back, I still say that my job at The
Record was the best I ever had, and Ivan
had a lot to do with that,” he said.

After Saunders left The Record in
1969, he became the director of build-
ings and grounds at Bishop’s University

"Only & more
needles il :
my wish!

— a position he held until he retired in
1985.

Saunders devoted much of his golden
years to his passions: curling; communi-
ty work, particularly through the Ro-
tary Club, of which he is a past
president; and doting on his grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

Poondats,,

-
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Community mourns the loss of Bob Douglas

By Joshua Bleser

he passing of Robert (Bob) Douglas
Ton Sunday leaves an entire com-

munity in mourning. As his fami-
ly, friends, and colleagues absorb the
sad news, however, they also look back
upon fond memories with glowing
praise for a man who made a lasting,
positive iImpression on everyone whose
path he crossed as a teacher, principal,
curler, hockey player and coach, and
loving husband and father

“What a remarkable man he was,”
says Sandra Jewett, who was the chair
woman of the District of Bedford school
board during Douglas’'s last years as
principal of Massey-Vanier high school
(M-V) in the late 1980s. "He was an ex-
tremely capable principal..he had a
wonderful sense of humour and an
amazing understanding of human na-
ture.” Jewett adds.

Douglas was the principal of M-V
from 1977 to 1988, before which he
taught at Heroes' Memorial and with
the Chateauguay Valley school board.

Evan Price taught under Douglas
from 1977 to 1987 and was a vice-prin-
cipal at M-V during the last year of Dou-
glas's career. He, like Jewett,
remembers Douglas as both an out-
standing person and a superior educa-
tor. “"He was an exceptional principal,
very collaborative, (and) a sensational
communicator..he made the school an
exceptional place,” Price remembers.

About Douglas’s professional abili-
ties, there is no shortage of superlatives
(Douglas’s one-time boss, Jim Bissell, re-
marks that he had “about the best rap-
port with people of anyone I've ever
met"”). One of the common themes
among the stories friends and col-
leagues tell of Douglas's life, however,
is that for him teaching and adminis-
tering was only part of education, and
education was only one of many ways
to contribute to the community.

“He was totally involved in the com-
munity (and) truly a man for all sea-
sons,” notes Peter Cummings, who
taught under Douglas for many years at
M-V. “When he interviewed teachers, he
always asked, ‘what else can you do?
Are you involved in sports, science
fairs, theatre?'”

For his part, Douglas could do plenty
else. On top of his hectic schedule, Dou-
glas found time to curl in Sutton, orga-
nize and participate in the
Massey-Vanier Hockey League (or the
“geriatric league” as Cummings calls
it), coach hockey, and serve on the

I'M LEARNING FRENCH
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board of directors of the Brome Fair.

“You wouldn't expect a principal to
be in overalls at Brome Fair, but there
he was,” Jewett remembers.

I'he M-V hockey team won the
provincial championships in 1985-86
with Douglas and Bob Kay at the helm,
and, as Kay recalls, “(Bob) was a big rea-
son for their success.” “He was a great
man to work with, by far the best edu-
cator I've ever met and, better than
that, one of the best humans.”

Of course, school wasn't all fun and
good vibes for Douglas. By all accounts,
he gave a lot of himself, honoured his
word and his commitments, and held
others to the same high standard. “He
was very firm (but) extraordinarily
kind,"” Jewett says; and, she marvels,
“he sure did know kids...(those) who
came under his tutelage didn't know
how lucky they were.”

Danusia Wiazowski, now a teacher
at M-V, was a student during Douglas’s
last few years as principal. She remem-
bers his toughness but fully realizes
how lucky she was to have him as a
principal.

"As a student,” Wiazowski recalls,
“you didn’t pal around with (Douglas);
but you glowed in his presence because
he was interested in you AND he knew
who you were. Even more remarkable,
he remembered us by name - even 17
years after graduating.”

“He wasn't a principal you wanted to
disappoint or have to face when you’d
done wrong. That is the mark of a great
principal, which he was."

Gaylon Davis, who worked with Dou-
glas at the Brome County Historical So-
ciety, confirms that these qualities
made Douglas more than just a great
principal. “He was a man who did as he
said and wanted you to do the
same...he was a great asset to (the Soci-
ety), and he will be greatly missed."”

Bob Douglas will also be greatly
missed by his many, many friends both
inside and outside the school board,
who remember well his wonderful
sense of humour and his dedication to
his family and his wife of 52 years,
Marnie Salisbury.

“He was someone I'd just love to tell
a joke to, because I knew he would
laugh,” says Kathy Fava, whose husband
Ron worked with Douglas for many
years. “Recently, we went into Montreal
to see a concert with (Bob and Marnie),
and I watched them walk a few steps
ahead of me, holding hands; that's just
the kind of person he was.”

CLAUDIA VILLEMAIRE

Larry Frizzle, Bob Douglas and Rod Crandall pictured here in 1998 preparing for Big
Brome Fair. Douglas was fair president in 1991-92, and a longtime director.

A memorial
service and cele-
bration of Robert
Douglas’s life will
be held today at 2
p.m. at Sutton’s
Calvary United
Church. In lieu of
flowers, the fami-
ly requests that
donations be

made to the BMP
Hospital Founda-
rion.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS
Summer

Schedule:

June 20th
to August 19th

[f you plan to make changes to

your
stop,

subscription (i.e. start,
address change), please

be advised we need omne (1)
week notice (prior to date of

change).
#19) 569-9528

Thank you
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Community Forum

Above and beyond

DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to thank a resident of
Ayer’'s Cliff who came to my aid on
Saturday, July 30.

Lisa Williamson happened to ob-
serve my head-over-heels fall to the
asphalt off my bicycle, while she
drove in North Hatley on Saturday af-
ternoon. Lisa immediately stopped
and offered assistance. Being a nurse,
she gave first aid advice. She used her
cell phone for my benefit, interrupted

ERS TO

THE EDITOR

friend the 10 kms. to my vehicle, gave
me a map, and then went out of her
way again to make certain that we
were able to rejoin our cycling group.

Also, while all this was transpiring,
Lisa's husband was out on a call as a
volunteer fireman!

It is my opinion that the local area
residents and tourists like myself, are
fortunate to have Lisa and her hus-
band living in the area. They are truly
compassionate generous people.

Thank you again, Lisa.

BETH MACLEOD
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EDITORIAL

Three very good men

he world is a poorer place this
Tweek with the loss of three

men who were part of a small
fraternity of very good people.

I feel privileged to have crossed
paths with all three.

SMOKY SMITH

On two occasions I travelled to
Europe with Canada’s last living
Victoria Cross recipient and most
reluctant hero, Smoky Smith.

When he was introduced as ‘one
of Canada’s true heroes during a
ceremony for veterans, he quickly
responded, “I’'m no hero. What I
did, I did to save my own skin. All
the real heroes are buried out there
- they died for the rest of us.”

Of course that was Smoky
Smith's hallmark modesty speak-
ing. I stood on the ground where he
risked his life to try to save the men
in his unit against incredible odds
and when he realized he was the
lone man standing against some 30
German soldiers and several tanks,
he charged the enemy and single-
handedly killed or drove them
back, then held the hill overnight
for the Allied Forces.

My final recollection of Smoky
Smith was meeting him one morn-
ing in a hotel lobby in Ottawa
where he invited me to join him in
the bar for a drink. When I re-
marked it was only 10 a.m., he
quipped, “Am I too late? Did you get
a better offer?”

I'm glad I accepted because he re-
galed me with stories of his travels
around the world with his late wife
and spoke about the warm recep-
tion and the royal treatment he re-
ceived everywhere he went. I got to
know a bit more about Smoky
Smith the successful businessman,
the avid conservationist, the devot-
ed father and grandfather, the gen-
tle man who was called upon to
kill, then lived with the demons of
war,

He soldiered on until 91 and the
prime minister did what all Canadi-
ans would expect. He draped his
casket with the flag of freedonrand
gave him a hero’s send-off.

BoB DoOUGLAS

Bob Douglas had a hand in bring-
ing our family to the Eastern Town-
ships in 1988 when he was part of
the selection committee that chose
my husband as a vice-principal at
Massey-Vanier High School.

He welcomed us as friends in a
circle that was wide enough to in-
clude anyone who knew him.

A consummate educator, com-
munity builder, volunteer, loyal
friend and devoted family man, Bob
Douglas's trademark was his twin
sense of duty and sense of humour
that enriched every individual and
organization in his midst - from the
curling club to Brome Fair to the ed-
ucation field and the hockey rink.

Laughter was his favourite tool
and he used it liberally to infuse
and defuse.

Colleagues will remember princi-
pal and prankster Bob Douglas
crawling under his desk pretending
to hide, or dressing up for Hal-
loween. They will recall his colour-
ful anecdotes about the thousands
of students who crossed his path -
the good, the bad and the ugly - all
of whom he cared deeply about.

His legacy will live on in schools,
at the fairgrounds, in the commu-
nity and through the mark he left
on students, teachers and adminis-
trators. He will be missed by all.

IVAN SAUNDERS

I never met Ivan Saunders, but he
called me shortly after I became
editor of The Record in 1996 to re-
mind me of the importance of cov-
ering municipal council meetings.

I was immediately struck by how
much this one-time owner of The
Record cared about his community
and about the role the newspaper
played.

[ felt somewhat like a new home-
owner who just moved in and was
advised not to start pulling the
perennials.

In a speech to his Rotary Club in
1968, Saunders compared his phi-
losophy in publishing a newspaper
to the Rotarians familiar four-point
test: Is it true? Is it fair? Will it
build? Will it be beneficial?

Few men can say they've done
business with both the Bassetts and
Conrad Black, but Ivan Saunders, a
hardworking businessman dedicat-
ed to his community and the sur-
vival of its newspaper, bought The
Record from Douglas Bassett and
sold it to Conrad Black.

Three good men who have left an
indelible mark. We are all the rich-
er for them.

SHARON McCuLLY
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Quit squirming and read this

id you stop reading John Irving
Dnovels several years ago when his

books began weighing more than
a newborn child? Do you take so long
reading a book that by the end you for-
get the beginning and have to start all
over again? Do you secretly wish there
was a Book-of-the-Year Club?

If so, you may be a slow reader. You're
not alone. There are thousands if not
dozens of slow readers around you, liv-
ing a life of quiet discombobulation.

[ am a slow reader. Currently, for ex-
ample, I am reading a 500-page book
about the World War I Paris peace con-
ference. It's my summer reading, as in |
should finish reading it by next sum-
mer.

Slow readers are not to be confused
with dyslexics or readers with compre-
hension problems. Dyslexics have spe-
cial needs. Slow readers have library
fines. Search the Web and you'll find
several lists of famous dyslexics. You
won't find any lists of famous slow read-
ers. Then again, you won't find any lists

of famous mouth breathers ei-
ther but we know they're out
there, eh, Mr. Karl Rove?

Reading slowly just isn't ac-
ceptable in our hyper-literate
age when you're supposed to
be able to simultaneously lis-
ten to the news on television
and read completely unrelated
text scrolling across the bot-
tom of the screen. A responsi-
ble 21st century adult should be able to
read three newspapers every morning.
Slow readers don't get past page 1, the
obits and the comics (with the excep-
tion of “Doonesbury”). Slow readers
sign contracts without reading them all
the way through because they're embar-
rassed about how long it’s taking. The
next thing they know they're in an alley
having a kidney forcibly removed.

I would like to pretend that I'm a
slow reader because I mull over every
word and ponder thematic implications
and character motivation. Truth is, like
many slow readers, I'm just plain fid-

Ross
MURRAY

gety.

Take the sentence: “There
is a tide in the affairs of men
which, taken at the flood,
leads on to fortune.” A slow
reader like me will read as fol-
lows: “There is a tide [this
chair’s not comfy at all] in the
affairs [I think Bob in Ac-
counting is having an affair
with Judy in Human Re-
sources|.
men [itch, itch... ‘That little itch could
mean dandruff’| which, taken at the
flood [oh yeah, forgot to call the
plumber], at the flood, leads on to
[maybe I'll try this chair] to fortune.”

A buzzing fly, a television in the
background, a nearby mouth-breather -
all these serve to further distract me
from my reading.

My wife, on the other hand, is a
model of concentration. You can set off
firecrackers beside Deb and she still
won't lift her eyes from the page. As a
result, she is through three books to my

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

There is a tide in the affairs of

Historic cemeteries are
important reminders

DEAR EDITOR,

We gathered in the cemetery!

One Sunday afternoon in late July the Megantic
County Historical Society and a good number of its
friends gathered on the grounds of Boutelles Cemetery
in Inverness to hold the annual cemetery service. Each
year in June or July the Society visits a different ceme-
tery in the area to call the attention of its members and
friends to that particular burying ground. Many of the
small and isolated cemeteries in this area would be
abandoned or forgotten were it not for the care and at-
tention of the Historical Society. This visit is also a sign
of appreciation for those who spend their time and en-
ergy maintaining the different local sites. During the
visit, the people tour the gravestones remembering
many of the people who were part of the community in
years gone by. It is also a good time to be reminded of
just how this one was related to that one. During the
course of the visit, there is a short service of worship
and remembrance conducted by a local clergy person.
That person has been me for the last nine years. Howev-
er, the leadership notwithstanding, the time of singing,
prayer, reading, and reflection always seems appreciat-
ed.

During the service it is emphasized that we are not
praying to the dead, nor praying for the dead, as that is
contrary to the Bible’s teaching. It is in this life here
and now that we must make peace with God. After that,
it is too late. That teaching is very clear across the pages
of the Bible and it is the basis of the approach used in
our ‘cemetery observance.’

Gathering with the Historical Society and friends in
a cemetery offers a good opportunity to be reminded of
the Bible's perspective on the great questions of exis-
tence. It is life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; or
is there another word to be heard on the subject? The
preacher, for one, thought that there was, and many
that Sunday afternoon seemed to agree with him.

Presently the Historical Society is replacing the fence
around an abandoned cemetery in our area where
members of families named Plummer, Cummings, and
Wickerby are buried. We are purchasing a new page
wire fence, posts, and labour for the installation. A
local couple has been maintaining the grounds for
some years. Donations to this effort from descendants
of these families or any interested friends would, of
course, be gratefully received.

REv. |. Ross H. DAVIDSON
Historical Society secretary

Popular event organizer
suffers serious illness

DEAR EDITOR,

On behalf of my brother, Allan Nourse, I would like to
thank all those who have shown their support to the Bor-
der Vacation Bible School and the Border Craft Shows
which were held to help raise funds for this worthwhile
youth activity. Unfortunately, due to the seriousness of
Allan’s illness, these events will NOT be taking place this
year. It is Allan’s fondest hope that by next year at this
time, someone will have stepped forward to continue this
event with the same sense of community spirit and equali-
ty with which this summer activity has been built over the
last 23 years. (This announcement includes the craft shows
which were planned for Richmond, Stanstead and
Lennoxville).

The many people who have crossed his path during his
teaching career and various other community projects, in
which he became involved both here in Stanstead and in
Richmond, will always hold a special place in his heart.
Your many cards and caring thoughts have helped greatly
to keep his spirits up during these difficult weeks. Anyone
wishing to send greetings to Allan, while he is in palliative
care, may do so through the following address.

Thank you all once again

NANCY NOURSE
23 Park Street

Stanstead, Quebec JOB 3E0

one. Sometimes if we're reading togeth-
er in bed, I'll try to keep up, page per
page. “Flip, flip, flip,” she goes as I'm
still on the first. I tell myself that her
print is larger.

My eldest daughter, Emily, is like her
mother, plowing through books with
speed and concentration. My second
daughter, Kate, approaches reading like
I do: big books are scary. And like me,
she sees each completed novel as a con-
quest: “Dad, I'm already at Chapter 7.
There are 240 pages in this book so that
makes me about a third of the way
through!” Son James likes Captain Un-
derpants and Mad Magazine. | suspect
he's got my genes.

So what do you do if you're a slow
reader? There are techniques you can
use to increase your reading speed. |
won't bother listing them here, howev-
er, because all the slow readers gave up
reading this column about two para-
graphs ago. They were late for work.

Ross Murray lives in Stanstead. He
can be reached at ross_murray@sympa-

Becavie...
www.mydad.ca
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By Peter Varga
Special to The Record
Stanstead
ppearances are deceiving at Mil-
A:ic's Diner, an unsuspecting
restaurant by Stanstead’s down-
town border crossing. What sounds like
a run-of-the-mill diner that serves up
quick fare is actually a family-run
restaurant that offers a mix of Indian
and Middle Eastern dishes, created by
one of the country’s most prolific inde-
pendent filmmakers.

“We call it fusion cuisine,” says
owner Bashar Shbib, 47, who opened
Millie’s on July 1st. “We mix all sorts of
styles together: Pakistani, Indian,
Lebanese, Syrian and Egyptian.”

A surprising 70 per cent of Millie’s
customers are Americans, says Shbib.
“Word of mouth went that way, instead
of this way,” he figures. Customers
from south of the border tend to be
well-travelled, he says: “They like com-

ing here because it reminds them of

other places that they've been.”

Millie's serves dishes using.only
fresh ingredients from Montreal and
local markets. The restaurant's black-
board menu varies every day, offering a
selection of seven meat-based and vege-
tarian dishes.

“Whatever | have fresh that day is
what I'm going to cook,” says Shbib,
who favours variety over a fixed menu.
“We go by what the main meat in the
dish is, if it's steak, chicken, sausage or
shrimp.”

Some regular offerings in the selec-

tions include a Pakistani ground beef

called kheema, salmon prepared Iran-
ian style, Indian ginger chicken, and

RECORD
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PETER VARGA

Millie's opened in downtown Stanstead July 1, offering Canadian and American visitors original dishes from the Middle East and India.

Syrian sausage.

Each selection on the board includes
five different preparations, usually
meats, vegetables, and salads, all made
in distinct ways with seasonings not
commonly used in western countries,

PETER VARGA

Shbib, who prepares a mix of Middle Eastern and Indian dishes at Millie's,

Common ingredients include pine
nuts, cumin, ginger, cardamon and
fresh coriander. Millie's vegetarian se-
lection has proven to be popular, says
Shbib. This includes hummus, a chick
pea sauce commonly included in Mid-
dle Eastern meals, and a broad bean
called fool. Rice is usually prepared in
Iranian fashion.

Shbib himself is the product of a var-
ied background. Born in Damascus,
Syria and raised in Quebec’s Eastern
Townships, Shbib first picked up his
lifelong love of cuisine from his parents
and relatives from the Middle East.
Montreal friends from India introduced
him to cooking from the subcontinent.
Shbib first tried his skills at his own
Montreal restaurants in the 80's and
90’s, where he ran two similar places.

Those who know Stanstead will rec-
ognize the restaurant's tall windowed
facade and bright pastel colours as the
former site of Café Santé, run by Linda
Goodsell, which closed last spring. Like
Shbib, Goodsell served up meals from
fresh, largely organic produce.

The filmmaker, who intended to use
the place for a TV series shoot, jumped
at the chance to succeed Goodsell as
owner of the establishment. “Millie’s
Diner,” as the restaurant is known in
the TV production, became the eatery’s
real-life name when he re-opened it.

“There was a little paper on the door
that said ‘selling all furniture next

week, Friday April 28,"" recalls Shbib,
who immediately contacted Goodsell. “I
bought the restaurant from her that af-
ternoon and kept the set as it was so |
could continue shooting."

When shooting of the Granite Forks
series (an eight-episode show that Shbib
hopes to sell for broadcast this fall)
ended in June, Shbib called on his
daughters Camille and Maia to help run
the restaurant, and hired an extra cook.
Camille, a recent high school graduate
from Montreal, looked forward to work-
ing at the place. “The customers have
been great,” she said as she helped clean
up the dining hall at the close of a busy
weekend. “I think if we were more (em-
ployees) it would run smoother. Because
we're just two and we're always at each
other’s necks,” Camille laughed.

“Restaurants are fun, it's where you
meet people, where you hang out,” says
Shbib, who claims it's a perfect source
of inspiration for filmmaking. “It's a
place where, if you have good food, it
stimulates all sorts of things.”

Dishes at Millie's Diner are around
$10, cash only. Diners may bring their
own wine. Hours run from 11:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. for lunch, 5:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m. for dinner, Tuesday to Sunday.
Groups of 20 to 30 may reserve the en-
tire restaurant for a 20-dish Lebanese-
style buffet. For reservations call (819)
876-7885.
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Granite interpretation centre almost read

By Nancy Nourse
RECORD CORRESPONDENT
STANSTEAD
epresentatives frem the Granite
Rlnwl'prclulion Centre in
Stanstead said this week that
the building will officially open to the
public soon.

“We hope to be able to open in the
next month or so. As you can see there
is still much work to be done but I still
think our Grand Opening will go on as
planned. We only have to put up the
basic interior of the building and the
companies involved will be setting up
their own displays,” said David Bour-
gon, the president of the planning
committee.

What was originally an IGA in the
downtown area of Stanstead is now
being turned into a valuable location
to display products relating to granite
made by local workers. -

The idea, according to Bourgon,
was to create something that would
not be in competition with other busi-
ness ventures in the area but would
add to business opportunities for

local companies, and hopefully, lead
to an increase in jobs. Designed in
such a way as to benefit the entire
community, whether through manu-
facturing jobs, increased tourism and
a better looking downtown area, the
centre is the only one of its kind in
Quebec.

“The basic floor plan allows for in-
dividual areas for product displays, a
reception hall, rooms to hold month-
ly activities such as demonstrations,
workshops for kids or video presenta-
tions,” explained Bourgon.

“Situated in the centre of the expo-
sition hall will be a four-sided fire-
place, made all in granite, which will
also allow industries to display their
products in their natural setting
whether it be in a kitchen, bathroom,
or living room area. Granite is being
used for everything these days.”

The granite floor in the lobby is
made in “mosaic style”, and in the
shape of one of the granite sawblades.
It was completed this week by Mosaic
D'Arcy.

SEE MUSEUM, PAGE 10

NANCY NOURSE/CORRESPONDENT

The local Caisse Populaire presented GEMS with a cheque for $5,000. Pictured are (left to
right) Mario Scallon (Caisse Populaire), Raymond Bedard, Robert Sheldon, David Bourgon

and Sandra Bergeron,

Little Shop of Horrors opens in Stanstead

NANCY NOURSE/CORRESPONDENT

Seymour and Audrey II seen rehearsing for opening night this Friday at the Haskell Opera House.

By Nancy Nourse
RECORD CORRESPONDENT
THEATRE PREVIEW
oes anyone recall a movie enti-
D tled The Little Shop of Horrors? If
you've never seen the zany musi-
cal production, now is the time because
QNEK Productions is bringing it to the
Haskell Opera House in Stanstead, start-
ing this Friday evening.

This rather bizarre fable of love is de-
lightfully blended with narratives and
R&B music. The energy that eludes
from the cast and the creativity of the
costume department make this a show
you will not want to miss.

“The story evolves around a down-on-
his-luck skid row floral assistant who
becomes an overnight success when he
discovers an exotic plant with a myste-
rious craving for fresh blood," ex-

plained QNEK theatre company founder
and artistic director Lynn Leimer. "This
ill-tempered, foul-mouthed, R&B
singing carnivore (actually an alien
creature bent on global domination) of-
fers him fame and fortune in exchange
for feeding its growing appetite.

"If this energy continues building the
way it has at rehearsals, opening night
Friday ought to be fantastic."

As the cast members mysteriously
start to disappear, the underscore is cre-
ated by a Greek chorus of street urchins,
better known as the Do Op singers —
Sally Rivard, Joy Toll-Chandler and
Chantal LaPlante. Justin Labor, who
plays Seymour, quickly captures the
hearts of the audience with his portray-
al of this frustrated, love-struck charac-
ter.

SEE THEATRE, PAGE 11
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And you think you’ve got problems

someone who's likely to take the

small and medium catastrophes of
life and drag them way out of proportion.

Some might say that it's part of my
charm but I don't know who they are.
Most roll their eyes at my latest ranting
and raving about the latest stone in my
little life's path.

In her diary, Anne Frank complained
that her mother would always try to
cheer her up by pointing out people who
had it worse than her. Anne questioned
how anybody could be cheered up by fo-
cusing on the negative.

In spite of the dire circumstances that
she lived through and the horrific death
she suffered, Frank's diary is a beacon of
youthful hope in a dark world.

Unfortunately, I disagree with her. She
might be right that focusing on the nega-
tive is not the best way to cheer oneself
up. It is, however, a way of gaining per-
spective. Sometimes, you just have to
look around you to put your own prob-
lems in context so that it all makes sense.

I love lists, as some of you may well
know. Give me lists of the 100 best rock

I'm a complainer and a whiner. I'm

songs of all time, or the top 50 guitarists
and I'm ready to pour over the
list and argue over the order.

If you are suffering from
Summertime Blues, here’s a list
of people, places and situations
that should remind you that
you have it pretty good. The list
is in no particular order and has
NOT been compiled to make you
feel guilty, inferior or self-cen-
tered. Its sole purpose is to re-
mind you that “it could be
worse.”

PEOPLE, PLACES AND SITUATIONS
THAT ARE WORSE THAN YOU OR YOUR
UNIQUE SITUATION

1. Darfur: A combination of drought,
AIDS, and persecution is no life for a
human being yet in this region of the
Sudan, people must endure the ravages

SOMEBODY'S
MOTHER

ELLEN
GOLDFINCH

messages of famine. Support these orga-
nizations and you'll feel better!

3. People who live in New
York City this summer without
air conditioning: Yes, forgive
me, it’s not Darfur or Niger but
I've lived through New York
summers. The pavement bakes
and the sewers give off toxic
fumes — it's awful. No matter
what, you can take my word
that you're better off.

4, Baghdad: Need I say any-
more?

5. Gaza Strip: Settlers are
giving up their homes, some with a bet-
ter will than others. Will it bring about
peace? Who knows? Maybe if evil aliens
from Mars landed in the Middle East, peo-
ple would join together to fight them and
then, we might have a better script than
Revenge of the Sith. Lots of dead Mar-

tians plus Israelis and Palestinians ex-
changing recipes — this is good. Some-
body should call George Lucas with that
idea.

6. London: Imagine how Londoners
must feel every time they descend into
the Tube. I would be a nervous wreck. By
the way, why is it that terrorists always go
after Joe Blow, Man-On-The Street? I'm
not sure what killing 53 people who have
no power to change anything does for a
cause. Maybe I need it explained to me
but preferably by somebody who isn't car-
rying anything that could maim or kill
me.

7. Anyone sitting in a dentist chair,
right now at this minute!

That's enough for now — I have more
perspective than I can handle. How about
you?

ELLEN GOLDFINCH MAY BE REACHED AT
RADIOMOTHER@HOTMAIL.COM

of all three.

2. Niger: Here's
a new area that
agencies such as
OXFAM are send-
ing out alarming

Local support was key

backyard or at your place of business,” he said.

Old Boys from
the ‘60s and ‘70s

to be focus of
Homecoming

t was a unique era in Stanstead College history, and the
Ischool will celebrate it at Homecoming 2005, Sept. 23-

25.

From 1959 to 1979, Stanstead College was a private
school exclusively for boys. Many Old Boys from this era
have remained closely involved with the College over the
years as alumni, parents, trustees and teachers. But this
year’'s Homecoming is a special invitation for those who
haven't visited in some time to come back, relive memo-
ries and meet old friends.

The three-day event will begin Friday evening with a
complimentary wine and cheese reception. Saturday's full
day includes golf, campus tours, football and soccer, a bar-
becue lunch and cocktail reception, followed by dinner
and a dance. The event will close Sunday with a brunch.

An exhibition of memorabilia from the 1960s and
1970s is also being prepared to help loosen those fond
school day memories. To whet the appetite, the College
has posted a music video invitation in the “Events” sec-
tion of the “Alumni” portion of the College Web site at
www.stansteadcollege.com.

Of course, Stanstead College alumni from all eras along
with their spouses and families are welcome to attend
this special event. To register and to reserve for the Satur-
day dinner/dance and the Sunday brunch, contact the Ad-
vancement office at 819-876-7891, ext. 225, or e-mail
karen.cushing@stansteadcollege.com. You can also regis-
ter online; just go to the “Alumni” portion of the Web site.

MUSEUM:

CONT'D FROM PAGE 9

Imprinted on the floor is an early granite cut-
ter creating his craft with only a chisel.

The small room at the left of the lobby will dis-
play an example of the floating ball fountain that
originated in Stanstead. The sphere itself is made
of granite and is perpetually spinning on top of
the erupting water.

“This Centre has a two-fold purpose — museum
and showroom. Not only will it provide a place for
industries to display and sell their products but it
will also serve as an interpretation center that
will ultimately attract visitors and potential in-
vestors to our community,” continued Bourgon.

“Our projected number of visitors the first year
is 15,000, mounting to 20,000 in the second year.
While this may seem high to some, it is based on
actual numbers of visitors to a similar centre in
St-Sébastien that does not offer as many things as
we will be but has recorded over 8,000 visitors per
year.”

The non-profit Centre (managed by a team of
volunteers) will be open year-round.

“By actually setting up everyday scenarios, visi-
tors can see the products as they would actually
look in their own homes. One quite unique sec-
tion of the Center will be reserved for granite
products that would be used in an outdoor set-
ting, such as park benches, statues, birds, walk-
ways, anything that you might see in your

I'M LEARNING FRENCH

Because. ..
my brain gets a boost.

“In the creation of this particular section, to
further demonstrate the flexibility of uses for
granite, even the sky-like ceiling and walls will be
made from granite.”

Part of the building will be dedicated as a mu-
seum of the history of granite, containing many
of the earlier tools used and explanations of how
things were done then and how different the
process is today. Director Sophie Cormier was on
hand to represent the Colby-Curtis Museum
which has already pledged the loan of early tools,
information and display pedestals.

Mario Scallon, representing the Caisse Popu-
laire of Stanstead, made an official presentation
of $5,000 in support of the project. Major Spon-
sors of the GEMS Project are the MRC Memphrem-
agog ($26,000), CLD Memphremagog ($17.000),
Caisse Populaire de Stanstead ($5,000), the five
founding members of Dimensioned Stone Im-
ports BB Inc.($3,560), A.Fluet & Fils Inc. RONA
($2,000), Rock of Ages Canada ($1,500), Town of
Stanstead ($1,500), The Stanstead Journal ($1,500),
the Colby-Curtis Museum (exhibit furniture) and
the Granite Centre (donation of three granite saw
blades).

Bourgon wanted everyone to know that this
project was a team effort — from the business
community to the craftsmen in the area to entre-
preneurs such as Robert Sheldon, Emery Grenier
and Raymond Bedard who had spent most of their
lives involved in the Granite Industry and were
eager to share their expertise.

CPF aw;"""""s};r;.d.

Join CPF - for answers and support as they discover French. WWW.CPLs€a :
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Booth to paint picture on history of local railway

By Nancy Nourse
RECORD CORRESPONDENT
r the past two years, the Stanstead Historical So-
ngery has included a series of lectures in its annual
fundraising campaign. The first in the series of lec-
tures this season will take place Aug. 13 at the Angli-
can Church Hall.

Geographer and historian Dr. Derek Booth has
agreed not only to speak on The History of the Local
Railway, but also to lend his support to officially open
the newest exhibit at the Colby-Curtis Museum, later
that day. The exhibit at the Colby-Curtis will be open
from mid-August to November.

Dr. Booth has researched and written extensively on
the subject of Eastern Townships railways and will help
to set the latest exhibit in context, explaining the direct
effect that these railways had over the years in terms of
economic and social development of this region.

The early planning of this exhibit was carried out by
Harry Isbrucker, assisted by Aileen Desbarats, both of
whom are members of the Board and former presi-
dents of the Society. Sophie Cormier, the new director
at the Colby-Curtis Museum, has also been very in-
volved in the presentation of this exhibition.

“The railway system was very important in terms of
connecting our local industries with markets in the
bigger cities. While the granite industry was well un-
derway when the first railroad was put in through the
Stanstead area, it was limited in its range of customers

because of the sheer weight of their product," ex-
plained Isbrucker. "The granite was not only used for
building but also for road construction. Without this
means of opening up the world market, the granite in-
dustry in Stanstead would not have risen to becoming
the granite capital of Canada."

Dr. Booth is also planning to speak about the frus-
trations felt by locals when the first railway in the
Eastern Townships did not go through

Stanstead as planned, but through Sherbrooke. It
wasn't until later that the Massawippi Valley branch of
the Railroad was built, connecting Stanstead to
Lennoxville. The world market was then opened up to
the people in this region.

Business pertaining to the mining of copper was
also very much influenced by the coming of the rail-
way system to the area. They began mining copper in
1865, shipping thousands of tons each year to smelt-
ing plants in the U.S., by the only means available to
them — horse and wagon," added Isbrucker.

The Aug. 13 lecture will begin at 10:30 a.m. at the An-
glican Church Hall, directly across from the Colby-Cur-
tis Museum in Stanstead. A light lunch will be served
following the lecture. At 1 p.m, Dr. Booth will assist
Cormier in officially opening the latest exhibit at the
museum: Arrival and Departure — the Regional Train.

Admission to these events is $14 for members and
$20 for guests. For more information and reservations,
contact the Colby-Curtis Museum at 819-876-7322.

Author Dr. Derek Booth will speak on The History of the
Local Railway.

THEATRE:

CONT'D FROM PAGE 9

Our hearts go out to him as he falls
in love with his co-worker Audrey, aptly
played by Monique Perron.

Michael Desjardins, who plays Orin
the dentist — Audrey's ill-tempered
boyfriend, runs a close second as lov-
able villain of this twisted fable.

As Leimer puts it, the true star of the
production is Audrey II, which was de-
signed by Andre and Linda Bussiere.

Rivaling the standards set by Jim

Henson, they have created a somewhat
scary but hilariously funny six-foot
long, four-foot wide plant creature out
of molded PVC pipe, foam rubber, foam
insulation and miles of material.

This plant is able to dance across the
stage and make lifelike movements as
he devours his treats.

When the company first decided to
do this show, Leimer started to contact
people to see if she could rent the cos-
tume that was needed for Audrey IL

The first one she found was going to
cost $3,000 for rental and shipping. She
decided they had no other choice but to

come up with a costume themselves.

Even though they did manage to ac-
quire a pattern book, it didn't contain
any specific measurements. The
Bussieres were pretty much on their
own.

Thanks to an inventive team of pup-
peteers — Tyler Fairbanks and Tim
Chandler — and vocalist Brian Kilday,
Audrey II is successfully and creatively
brought to life before our very eyes.

Both the original book and lyrics
were written by the late Howard Ash-
man (a Vermont native), with music by
Alan Menken. Lighting and special ef-

fects for the QNEK

NS lives here.

M

1-800-268-7582 www.mssociety.ca

MS is the most common
neurological disease affecting
young adults in Canada.
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Society of Canada ___ |

performances are
created by Ethan
Woodard and
Chuck Newton.
Mark Violette
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As if dying in your 30's isn't 0

t
that you know more abou
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(conductor/pianist), Matt Podd on key-
boards, Phil Tremblay on percussion
and Jocob Bourgeois on bass add a
quintessential spice. Leimer’s team in-
cludes Anita Morin (music director),
Lisa LaCarrubba (choreographer) and
choral director Mark Violette. The cre-
ativity of Susan-Lynn Johns (technical
director) rounds out the team.

One of the longest running off-
Broadway shows of all time, this affec-
tionate spoof of 1950s sci-fi movies has
become a household name.

The show is not recommended for
very young children. Performances
continue Aug. 13, 14 (matinee at 2 p.m.)
and 19 and 20, with evening shows be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m.

For more information and reserva-
tions, contact 802-334-8145 or the
Haskell Free Library at 819-876-2471.

Senx  1.800-363-7711
st Fibross www.agfk.qe.ca

J : of the C:

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.
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Rogers suspension should have

aseball was dealt a poor hand
B when an arbitrator dealt from the
bottom of the deck Tuesday and
reinstated Texas pitcher Kenny Rogers.
In a most perplexing and disturbing de-
cision, the arbitrator ruled that com-
missioner Bud Selig went too far by
suspending the pitcher
for 20 games and fin-
ing him $50,000 for
shoving two cam-
eramen.
The decision
flies in the face of
common sense
and prolifer-
ates the belief
that high-
salaried ath-
I' e .t e =5
entertainers
and politicians
are treated
with kid gloves when they misbehave.

In an era when organized baseball is
trying so hard to be fan friendly, the
sport was thrown a curve ball.

Rogers had already sat out 12 games
when the decision was reached and he
returned to action last night against the
Boston Red Sox. His fine will be convert-
ed to a charitable contribution.

The ruling by arbitrator Shyam Das
followed a hearing Monday in Chicago,
a hearing requested by Rogers after an
appeal of his suspension was denied by
the commissioner's office.

As expected Selig criticized the deci-
sion and for once the former used car
salesman was right on the money with
his observation of the case.

'l strongly disagree with arbitrator
Das' decision today," Selig said in a state-
ment. "It sends the wrong message to
every one of our constituents: The fans,
the media, and our players. There is a
standard of behavior that is expected of

MIKE HICKEY
FROM THE BLEACHERS

our players, which was breached in this
case. The arbitrator's decision diminish-
es that standard and is contrary to the
terms of the collective bargaining
agreement. In my opinion, the decision
is seriously ill-conceived."

Rogers was penalized for a video-
taped tirade back in June when he came
onto the field in Texas for pre-game
stretching and threw a camera to the
ground, kicked it and threatened to do
more damage. One of the cameramen
he shoved, Larry Rodriguez of KDFW-TV,
was sent to the hospital for treatment
and has yet to return to work.

While footage of Rogers’ attack was
being shown across the country, the all-
star pitcher turned himself in to police
in Arlington, Texas. He was charged
with misdemeanor assault and posted a
$1,500 bond.

He also apologized to the camera-
men and fans for his behaviour but I for
one question the sincerity of his apolo-
gy. It is very easy to mouth some words,
particularly when a person is trying to
minimize potential repercussions. A
true apology has to include action and
atonement for one's wrongdoing.
Rogers demonstrated little of either.

Less than a week after the attack,
Rogers was once again seen on camera,
snarling at a cameraman and telling
him not to get too close to him.

[ can understand professional
ballplayers taking exception to the con-
stant scrutiny of the media, but it is
that same scrutiny that has allowed
Rogers to make millions of dollars a
year throwing a baseball every four or
five days. It is the television networks
who pay outlandish fees for broadcast-
ing rights which in turn, allow the base-
ball clubs to pay players such as Rogers’
incredible salaries.

Without newspapers promoting
games and radio and TV supplying the

1 800 567-ACDM
Umilthere‘sacure,mere's us.

cash and fans paying top dollars for
tickets, snacks and parking, Kenny
Rogers would probably have to work for
a living.

Das' decision not only ends Rogers’
suspension but also helps him recuper-
ate possible bonus money. As part of his
ruling, the arbitrator said the games
Rogers missed could be taken into ac-
count if the pitcher falls short of any in-
centive clauses in his contract

Players' union general counsel
Michael Weiner said Das made an "ex-
pedited ruling" because Rogers' suspen-
sion was in effect. The union originally
appealed the penalty to Selig, then filed
a grievance and argued that the com-
missioner broke precedent.

In fact, Das appeared to be more con-
cerned about Rogers' loss of pay than

INSIDE
At SiX-fEEt-lL
16yearold
B.C. phenom has
sights on NBA
. .. See Page 13

.SHERBROOKERECORD.COM

een upheld

the condition of Rodriguez, the camera-
man.

Rogers' suspension was among the
harshest penalties imposed by the com-
missioner's office, although many peo-
ple, myself included, felt his actions
merited a stiffer penalty. He is a very
good pitcher, 114 with a 2.77 ERA this
season, although New York fans will
question his toughness and will be on
hand to boo him when he makes an ap-
pearance in the Big Apple. The booing
began at this year's All-Star Game when
the Detroit fans showed their displea-
sure with his appearance at the Mid-
summer Classic.

Not that the fans’ feelings are likely
to change Rogers’ surly demeanor. He is
pitching well, getting paid well and the
fans be damned.

Sherbrooke Ul2 Earn Silver

coach Mario Desruiseaux.

COURTESY SHERBROOKE VERTS

The Sherbrooke Verts U12 soccer team recently won a silver medal at a tournament
in Cap- Rouge/St-Augustin. First row (left to right): Raffa¢l Asselin, Marc-Antoine
Soulard, Juan Alejendro Parra Castro, Youssef Champagne-Ouchahi, Iskren
Menkovic and Alexandre Therrien. Secorid row: Alain Tessier (manager), Pier-Emile
Dessureault, Marc-Antoine Tessier, Alexandre Boissé, Félix Lapointe-Stewart,
Frédéric Boutin, Nemenja Zarkovic, Aldo Gabriel Gutierrez, Janio Gutierrez (coach),
Thomas Bolland and Thierry Comtois. Absent: Jacob Desruisseaux and assistant
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BASKETBALL

B.C.’s Sacre has his sights on the NBA

i

CANWEST NEWS

Robert Sacre, a six-foot-11, 16-year-old native of North Vancouver, has already generated a
buzz as the next great player to come from B.C.

By Murray McCormick

obert Sacre isn't the next Steve
RNash: he's bigger than the Cana-

dian NBA star. Sacre, at six-foot-
11 and 240 pounds, already has the size
to dominate the post at the 2005 Cana-
da Summer Games for British Colum-
bia's men’s basketball team,

Sacre, a 16-year-old native of North
Vancouver, has already generated a
buzz as the next great player to come
from B.C.

“That’s a lot of pressure to put on a
kid,” said Scott Allen, head coach of
B.C.’s men's basketball team. “Rob is
the next hope to come out of here but
being the best is lonely. There are
countless hours in the gym shooting
shots and lifting weights by himself
that he must do if he wants the dream
to come true.”

Sacre dreams of the NBA and the
glory of playing for pay but he's willing
to let that process takes its time.

“I want to look professionally but
not just the NBA,” Sacre said. “If the
NBA comes first, that would be great
but I want to go to college first and
then to the NBA."

Sacre has already drawn interest
from countless major universities in
the United States. It doesn't take long
watching him play to see why he has
generated that kind of interest.

“Robert already has a high NCAA Di-
vision I body but he's still young,”
Allen said. “He has a big body out there
and he can alter a lot of shots. He also
owns the boards offensively and defen-
sively. He's just starting to figure out
how to use his size."

Allen said Sacre is also learning how
to deal with the notoriety of being a
star on the court.

“He has learned a lot this summer
about not believing the hype about
people (saying) who he is going to be,"
Allen said. “He has really started to
concentrate on being that person for
himself, which I'm really proud of. He
works hard daily, which has been fan-
tastic for us.”

Sacre has also been blessed with ath-
letic genes.

His father, Greg LaFleur, was a six-
foot-six tight end who played eight sea-
sons in the NFL with the Indianapolis
Colts and St. Louis Cardinals. His moth-
er, Leslie Sacre, is six-foot-two and
played basketball at Louisiana State
University. The couple produced a son
who dunked a basketball for the first
time in Grade 8 and has never looked
back.

“I love being this tall,” Sacre said
while raising his long arms over his
head for extra effect. “The only prob-
lem with being this tall is they need to
raise the roofs in Regina a little bit. I
have to duck under them all of the
time."

Sacre won't be able to duck the ex-
pectations of B.C.'s basketball commu-
nity. It hopes that the big post can lead
British Columbia to a medal, just like
the bronze one that Nash earned when
the 1993 Summer Games were held in
Kamloops.

“I'm just trying to have fun,” Sacre
said. "I told the team if we did that, we
would be able to win the gold. I also
want to keep everyone positive. | know
if we do that, we'll also be successful.”

Sacre’s skills have already been rec-
ognized on the national level. He was a
member of the Canadian under-19
team that played this summer in a four-
county international tournament in
San Diego. He was named the most
valuable player at the 2004 Canadian
national midget championships de-
spite losing in the final. Sacre scored
101 points and picked up 79 rebounds
over five games.

“I don't feel any pressure,” Sacre
said. “When I tend to feel that kind of
pressure, [ just bring my game.”

There seems to be a lot of big players
on the men's side of the draw, and
Sacre enjoys the chance to battle it out.

“It's easier because you don't have
those other little midgets trying to
scratch you and steal the ball.” Sacre said.

—CanWest News Service
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SPORTS NOTEBOOK

Penguins land Thibault in trade

Spurned by Sean Burke on Tuesday, the Pittsburgh
Penguins responded by acquiring goaltender Jocelyn
Thibault from the Chicago Blackhawks Wednesday in
exchange for a fourth round pick in the 2006 Entry
Draft. Burke was considering an offer from the Pen-
guins, but signed instead with the Tampa Bay Light-
ning. Thibault, 30, is a restricted free agent.

He is also a veteran of 536 NHL games with a
record of 227-217-68. He is coming off hip surgery
that was to fix a problem that cost him 60 games in
the 2003-2004 season. The trade is the third for
Thibault. He was part of the package that the Mon-
treal Canadiens received in the Patrick Roy deal in
1995. In 1999, he was traded to Chicago in a deal that
brought Jeff Hackett, Eric Weinrich and Alain
Nasreddine to Montreal.

Thibault became expendable earlier in the week
when the Blackhawks signed free agent goaltender
Nikolai Khabibulin.

Another heartbreaker for Felicien

Canadian hurdler Perdita Felicien stayed on her
feet, but fell shortin her bid to defend her world title.
The 24-year-old from Pickering, Ont., failed Wednes-
day to make the final at the world track and field

championships, finishing fourth in her semifinal in |

12.94 seconds on a track slick with rain from another
stormy day at the event.

Only the top two runners in each of the three
heats, plus the next two fastest times, moved on to
Thursday's final.

OnTV
THURSDAY

* TENNIS: 11 a.m., 1 & 7:30 p.m.; Rogers Cup, day 5, TSN,
RDS.

* JEUX DU QUEBEC: Noon & 5 p.m.; 2005 Quebec Sum-
mer Games, RDS.

* BASEBALL: 12:30 p.m.; Major League Baseball, De-
troit Tigers at Toronto Blue Jays, Sportsnet. 7 p.m.;
Texas Rangers at N.Y. Yankees, Sportsnet.

* GOLF: 1 & 5:30 p.m.; PGA Championship, first round,
TSN, RDS.

¢ FOOTBALL: 7:30 p.m.; Canadian Football League,
Saskatchewan Roughriders at Ottawa Renegades, TSN.
* TRACK & FIELD: 8 p.m.; IAAF World Track & Field
Championships, CBC.

FRIDAY

* TENNIS: 11 am., 1 & 730 p.m.; Rogers Cup, quarter-fi-
nals, TSN, RDS.

* JEUX DU QUEBEC: Noon & 5 p.m.; 2005 Quebec Sum-
mer Games, RDS.

* GOLF: 1 & 5:30 p.m.; PGA Championship, second
round, TSN, RDS.

* FOOTBALL: 7 pam.; Canadian Football League, Mon-
treal Alouettes at Toronto Argonauts, TSN, RDS. 10
pam.; B.C. Lions at Calgary Stampeders, TSN.

* BASEBALL: 7:30 p.m.; Major League Baseball, Toronto
Blue Jays at Baltimore Orioles, Sportsnet.

* TRACK & FIELD: 8 p.m.; IAAF World Track & Field
Championships, CBC.

Around Town

To submit your sporting event, fax it to 819-569-
3945, e-mail newsroom@sherbrookerecord.com or
contact Mike Hickey at 819-569-6345.
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Critics try to tame a Tiger

By Cam Cole
SPRINGFIELD, N J.

t was here, in the second most fa-
Imous Springfield in the United

States — Bart Simpson's hometown
still owns the title — that Jack Nicklaus
won two U.S. Opens. That alone would
be quite enough reason for Tiger Woods
to want to put this particular notch in
his belt by prevailing over the storied
old Baltusrol Golf Club.

Winning a third major champi-
onship in a single season for the second
time in his career would be another.

But there is a compelling reason, be-
yond either of the above, beyond even
logic, that the world's No. 1-ranked
player would love to walk away from
this tight, 7,392-yard A.W. Tillinghast
layout with its combed Kentucky blue-
grass rough Sunday with the Wana-
maker Trophy tucked under his arm.

The reason is found in that tried-and-
true mantra of the modern profession-
al athlete: "A lot of people said I
couldn't.”

In short, wounded pride. And Tiger
has a lot of pride to wound.

Only Woods, by virtue of his own im-
possible-to-equal standards, could win
two of the year’s first three majors, finish second
in the other, and still be pursued by the nattering
nabobs of “Yes, but ..

The unbelievers’ argument goes like this: There is
no rough to speak of at Augusta National, where
Woods won his fourth Masters in April, in a playoff
with Chris DiMarco. And what rough there is at St.
Andrews, where Woods won his second British Open
last month, is barely in play for a bomber with his
length off the tee. So let’s see how good Tiger and his
so-called reconstructed golf swing are when the fair-
ways are narrow and the rough is high.

Fair comment? Well, yes and no.

Tiger's driver is the weapon that let him down
for most of the time between his magical 2000 sea-
son and his current renaissance. He’s got better
control of it now than he did during the lowest
points of his lull, when he didn't win a major for
nearly three years.

But many believe he needs to pass a test like Bal-
tusrol, with U.S. Open-style rough punishing way-

ward tee shots, in order to be declared all the way °

back. Because he's only won two majors so far this
year, you see.

“You know, boy, you've really got to hit your golf
ball well here, because obviously the penalty is
very severe,” Woods said Tuesday, playing the
game. “The bluegrass is one thing, but I saw them
raking it up out there, raking it towards the tee, so
every ball that goes in there is against the grain.”

Of course, the hole in the critics’ theory is that
Woods hit the ball beautifully at the U.S. Open in
Pinehurst, where the rough was every bit as puni-
tive. If he hadn't of putted like a high-handicap-
per, he would be three-for-three in the majors, and
going for the Grand Slam this week.

But Woods knows where this is going. The
breathtaking ease with which he conquered golf
courses in 2000, causing his opponents to gag all
over themselves, is the measure by which all of his

WWW.TIGERWOODS.COM
Tiger Woods will be hunting for a third Major beginning today.

future forays will be judged. So 2005 has been a
pretty good year, and yet ..,

“The atmosphere is nowhere near what it was
in 2000, because I had won the U.S. Open by 15 and
the British Open by eight, so 23 shots in two tour-
naments is pretty good," he laughed. “On top of
that, I've done this before. I've won three majors in
one year. I guess, from some of the guys I've talked
to this week, the novelty factor is not there.”

He said, as he has said before, that it really was-
n't as easy as it looked in 2000, when he won the
season's last three majors and followed those up
by winning the 2001 Masters to complete the Tiger
Slam.

“Man, you guys act like I hit it great all the time
back then,” he said. “I hit some bad shots.I've been
playing this game a long time, you know — since
the age of one. So I've hit a lot of bad shots in my
life.”

Most of them, though, certainly the most mem-
orable ones, have been tee shots.

“I'd have to say my iron play is probably better
now than it was in 2000," he said. “My driving is
probably not as good, because I'm hitting it 20 to
30 yards further. My putting is just as good, but it's
been sporadic this year. I normally don't putt that
way. And I think my short game is better, and my
mind is pretty sharp.”

He wouldn’t get a lot of argument on any of
those points from his rivals, few though they are.

Ernie Els’ torn knee ligaments, from a mis-step
on a boat, have ended his miserable year in the
majors. Retief Goosen, previously considered un-
flappable, has flapped big-time in both the U.S.
and British Opens. And Phil Mickelson has revert-
ed to his unpredictable, erratic ways.

Only Vijay Singh, who has doggedly remained a
viable challenger to Tiger’s No. 1 standing in the
world, has done reasonably well in majors, with
three Top-10 finishes.

—CanWest News Service
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Cards of Thanks
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BOUNDARY ROTARY CLUB - The Rotary
Club of the Boundary held its annual
Golf Tournament and Barbecue at Duf-
ferin Heights Country Club on July 24.
The club expresses its sincere thanks
and appreciation to the various spon-
sors on both sides of the border for their
generous donation that helped make
this a successful fundraiser and com-
munity event. Our Canadian sponsors
were: A Fluet & Fils Inc., Granit J. Mc-
Cutcheon Inc., Anneis Beauty Palace;
Gran-Quartz Canada Inc., Banque Cana-
dienne Imperial de Commerce, 1GA,
Jomac Canada Inc., Caisses Populaire de
Stanstead, Campbell, Bellam & Associ-
ates Inc., Lepitre Granite Works Ltee,
Cass Funeral Homes Inc., Centre Du
Granit Inc., Manulife Financial, Monu-
ment Equipements Bomat Ltee, Clo-
tures Rustiques L.G. Inc., Ogden Granit
Ltd, Picture This on Granite, R. H. Redik-
er Transport Ltd., Ripplecove Inn, Rock
Of Ages Canada Inc., Derusha Supply
Inc., Stanstead County Agricultural So-
ciety, Dominion Granite Limited, UPS-
SCS Inc., Dufferin Heights Country
Club, Ramsey Williams.

JENNE - Hope and Edwin Jenne wish to
thank their family and friends for all
the beautiful cards and good wishes
they received for their 60th Anniversary
on July 6, 2005. Hope also wishes to
thank friends and family for their cards
and visits during her recent hospital
stay. A special thank you to Michael and
Julie for “special” meals sent to Edwin
during this time.

ST-ONGE: We, the family of Louis St-
Onge, wish to express our heartfelt grat-
itude to our family and friends for their
sympathy as well as the cards, visits,
phone calls and flowers during our re-
cent loss of a devoted husband and fa-
ther. We want to thank Mr. Russel
Coates for singing his beautiful song “In
The Valley” and for his words of hope
and comfort. A special thanks to my
dear friend, Evelyn Macey, for her caring
letter she wrote to me. Also thanks to
the First Responders for their prompt-
ness and effort.

ELIZABETH (wife)

AND CHILDREN

Bridge column will
return Friday, Aug. 12

Text only: $7.00 (includes taxes)
WEDDING WRITE-UPS, OBITUARIES:

LACHAPELLE, Joyce (Gauvin) - Widow of
Douglas, at the CHUS Fleurimont on Au-
gust 8th, 2005 at the age of 65 years.
Beloved mother of four sons: Wayne
(Viola), Neil (Laurie), Allen (Rachael) and
Dale. Also survived by two sisters: Emlie
and Violette and two brothers: Greg and
Willy, as well as many grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, other relatives and friends. No
visitation. A graveside service will be
held on Saturday August 13th, at 10:30
a.m. at the Protestant Cemetery in
Austin, Que. Rev. Fred Richardson offici-
ating. Arrangement entrusted to Ledoux
Funeral Home, 150 Sherbrooke St.,
Magog, Que.

( In Memoriams ]

MACIVER, Harry V. - In loving memory
of a dear husband, father, father-in-law,
grandfather and great-grandfather who
passed away so very suddenly eleven
years ago today.
Forever remembered, forever loved,
And so very sadly missed.

DAD’S FAMILY

WILLIS, Mae - In loving memory of a
dear wife, mother and grandmother
who left us three years ago, August 11,
2002.

In a quiet country grave yard

Lies the one we love so dearly.

The night you left us and went to sleep
We never felt a pain so deep.

It's been so hard since you left us,

Our family hasn’t been the same since.
Though some have forgotten you

We keep your memory close to our
hearts.
We miss you Mum.

BIRTH & DEATH NOTICES, CARDS OF THANKS, IN MEMORIAMS, BRIEFLETS:
Text only: 32¢ per word. Minimum charge $8.00 ($9.20 taxes included)
Discounts: 2 insertions - 15% off, 3 insertions - 30% off

With photo: additional $18.50. DEADLINE: 11 a.m., day before publication.
BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY & GET-WELL WISHES, ENGAGEMENT NOTICES:

With photo: $20.00 ($23.01 taxes included) DEADLINE: 3 days before publication.
$19.50 ($22.43 taxes included) WITH PHOTO: $29.50 ($33.94 taxes included)

SAUNDERS, Ivan - Peacefully at the Con-
naught Home, North Hatley, QC on Mon-
day, August 8th, 2005 in his 87th year,
Ivan Walter Saunders, beloved husband
of Patricia Taylor and dear father of Craig
and Carol (Kenneth Maclennan). Cher-
ished grandfather of Scott, Christopher,
Thomas, James and Timothy and great-
grandfather to seven. Resting at the Cass
Funeral Home (819-564-1750,
www.casshomes.ca), 6 Belvidere St.,
Lennoxville, where friends may call on
Thursday, August 11th from 2:30 to 4
p.m., and from 7 to 9 p.m. The funeral
service will take place at St. George's An-
glican Church, Lennoxville on Friday, Au-
gust 12th at 11:00 a.m., with the
Reverend Michael Canning officiating as-
sisted by the Reverend Keith Dickerson.
Interment in the Malvern Cemetery,
Lennoxville. As memorial tributes, dona-
tions to the Heart & Stroke Foundation,
150-2630 King Ouest, Sherbrooke, QC J1]
2H1 would be gratefully acknowledged
by the family.

YETTER, Mervin - At the Hotel-Dieu Hos-
pital on Monday, August 8th, 2005, in
his 81st year, Mervin Albert Yetter,
beloved husband of the late Evelyn
Laura Dezan and dear father of Betty-
Ann (Robert Masson) and Roy (Rhonda),
cherished grandfather of Robert Jr., Jen-
nifer and Chase. He is survived by his sis-
ter Irene Dyson. Resting at the Cass
Funeral Home (564-1750,
www.casshomes.ca) 6 Belvidere St.,
Lennoxville where friends may call on
Wednesday, August 10th from 2 to 4 and
7 to 9 p.m. and on Thursday, August 11
from 10 to 11 a.m., followed by the fu-
neral service at 11 a.m., with the Rev-
erend James Potter officiating.
Interment in the Massawippi Cemetery.
As memorial tributes donations to the
Massawippi Cemetery Association, 2150
route 143, Massawippi County, Hatley,
QC JOB 4B0, would be gratefully ac-
knowledged by the family.

RATES and DEADLINES: ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES

Please Note: All of the aforementioned (except death notices) must be submitted type-
written or neatly printed, and must include the signature and daytime telephone number
of the contact person. They will not be taken by phone.

DEADLINES FOR DEATH NOTICES:

For Monday's paper, call 819-569-4856 between 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. Sunday.
For Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday’s edition, call 819-569-4856 or
fax 819-569-1187 (please call to confirm transmission) between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. the
day prior to the day of publication. The Record cannot guarantee publication if another

Record number is called.

You Can Achieve Symptom-¥Free Asthma.

We Can Help!

www. Asthma.ca

866-787-4050

{ Asthmaca
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Your Birthday

Thursday, Aug. 11, 2005

Put out your best in the year ahead be-
cause returns will come to you in propor-
tion to the efforts you expend and
occasionally even greater. If you play things
right, you'll never have to spend time worry-
ing about money again.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — Plans which are
pertinent to your self interests can be ad
vanced today through a frank and open dis-
cussion with a person in the know who is
likely to cross your path, Make the most of it

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — You could be
more fortunate than usual today where
vour material affairs are concerned. Apply
yourself with full force, barring all out-
siders, if you're on the track to something
profitable

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) — Through some
form of active, social involvement with good
friends today your outgoing and gregarious
urges can be totally gratified. Don't limit the
group — the more the merrier.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) — Without
doing anything really special or voicing any
profound statements, but simply by being
yourself, you'll command total respect from
persons with whom you find yourself asso-
ciating,

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) — Being a
Sagittarian, you can be just as happy curling
up with a good book as going out on the
town. Today, however, get out and circulate
because you'll be a smash with an active
crowd.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — A rise in
status or station in life is possibly in the off-
ing for you today. It could be a promotion or
a bonus of some kind, or it just might be
tremendous respect from peers in your ca-
reer field.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) — New wis-
dom can be acquired today through an in-
depth discussion with a person whose mind
you admire. You'll get that opportunity to
do so today, so probe as deeply as you dare,

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) — There’s
greater financial opportunity around you
today than usual through associations and
contact with others. You could be particu-
larly lucky generating earnings from a sec-
ond source.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) — Cupid could
be focusing his attention on you today, so let
him have his way. If you're single, get out
and mingle. If you're attached, plan some-
thing special for just you and your loved
one.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) — Your real
happiness will be found within your family
circle today. You won't need outsiders to ful-
fill your requirements for contentment,
only the cozy surroundings of hearth and
home.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) — If you have
been hoping to launch a new venture or en-
terprise you've envisioned, this might be the
right day to do so. Lady Luck will be paving
the way by spreading rose pedals in your
path.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)— It’s quite pos-
sible today that a sum of money could come
your way through Dame Fortune’s interven-
tion, albeit in a rather circuitous route. It
may be precipitated by a relative.

Townships' Crigr

MELBOURNE COUNTY
The Farmers’ Market located at 1257
Route 243 (behind the Town Hall) is
opened every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. until October 15.
WATERVILLE-HATLEY-NORTH HATLEY
Waterville-Hatley-North Hatley United
Church Pastoral Charge worship ser-
vices on August 14: Waterville 11 a.m.
Hatley 9:30 a.m., North Hatley 9:30 a.m.
MELBOURNE
Rummage Sale at St. Andrew's Presby-
terian Church in Melbourne on Satur-
day, August 27 at 9 a.m. There will be a
food table. Contact Vera Hughes to re-
serve a table (819) 826-3671.
RICHMOND
Military Whist card party at 1:30 p.m.
on Thursday, August 18 in the Val-
leyview Hall, Healy Road, Richmond. Re-
serve your table early with Marge at
(819) 826-2760, only room for 14 tables!
Admission charged. Lunch served.
BROOKBURY-BURY
Saturday: Outdoor Flowers service at 3
p.m. at St. John's Cemetery Brookbury
and laying flowers on graves, followed

Happy 80th
Birthday

Isabel Nelson

Friends and family please join us to
celebrate Isabel’s 80th birthday on Au-
gust 13th at North Hatley Community
Center between 2 and 4 p.m.

Best Wishes Only.

Nifty Nifty
Look Who’s Fifty

| g

Love Richard, Sparky,
family and friends

I'HE
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by lunch. Donations to St. John's
Church Cemetery Fund Brookbury for
maintenance of the cemetery is appreci-
ated. Sunday: Outdoor Blessing of pet-
animal or farm animal service on the
front lawn of St. Paul's Rest Home, Bury
at 3 p.m. followed by lunch. Donations
to the senior retirement home received
at Offertory go to the home. Everyone is
welcome.

DAVIDSON HILL
All Saint’s Church will hold its annual
service on August 14th at 2 p.m. with
Rev. Wilmer Davidson officiating. Tea
and coffee will be served. Bring a picnic
lunch and lawn chair. Everyone wel-
come.

MELBOURNE

On August 14, St. Andrew's Church on
Route 243 invites you to a buffet supper
of ham, salads, corn on the cob, assort-
ed pies and ice cream. Admission
charged. Tickets at the door

NORTH HATLEY
The annual meeting of the Lake Mas-
sawippi Area Historical Society will take
place on Thursday, August 11, 7:30 p.m.,
at the North Hatley Community Centre,
3127 Capelton Road, North Hatley. The
guest speaker will be North Hatley au-
thor and teacher, Ronald Sutherland,
who will talk about some of the literary
figures who have made their homes in
the area in the past several decades.
Please join us for an interesting evening
of local history.

DANVILLE/RICHMOND
St. Francis Shared Ministry Sunday Ser-
vices on August 14: Richmond 9 a.m.,
Danville 11 a.m., South Durham 7 p.m.
RICHMOND
Mary Martin, celebrated Eastern Town-
ships artist, will present a water colour
and oil painting exhibition at the Muse-
um of Richmond County Historical Soci-
ety on Saturday and Sunday, August 13
and 14, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. After-
noon Tea will be served from 2 p.m. to 4
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. All wel-
come.
COMPTON

Ice Cream Social on Saturday, August 13
from 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Nichol’s
home, 6280 Route Louis St. Laurent
(Route 147). Proceeds for St. James
Church, Compton.

NORTH HATLEY

Village Harmony comes to the chapel of

the Quebec Lodge this Thursday, August
11 at 7:30 p.m. Admission charged. Vil-
lage Harmony has been known to give
very high quality choral concerts in the
past. The three leaders of the group are
Amity Baker, Carl Linich and Suzannah
Park. The mood of the concerts put on
by Village Harmony could sort of be de-
scribed as Up With People without the
schmaltz since the combination of ex-

perienced musical teachers and talent-
ed performing teenagers seems to cre-
ate an electric atmosphere in the small
venues the concerts are performed. Vil-
lage Harmony has toured the far cor-
ners of the world and this tour takes
them to many small towns of Vermont
and as the luck of Townshippers has it
to the Quebec Lodge this Thursday
evening.

LENNOXVILLE
To celebrate the Army, Navy, Air Force
Veterans in Canada Ladies Auxiliary’s
35th Anniversary please come to an
evening featuring Shawn Barry, Elvis
Tribute Artist, accompanied by his 5
piece band. Saturday, September 10
from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Tickets will be of-
fered to Unit 318 members first from
August 8 to 24, 2005, then to the public.
Tickets are available at the (A.N.A.F.)
Hut, 300 St. Francis Street, Lennoxville
after 4 p.m. Call (819) 346-9122 after 4
p.m. for information. Note: Members of
Unit 318 Ladies Auxiliary please contact
Barb Leonard or Emily Smerdon.

NORTH HATLEY
North Hatley Village Improvement Soci-
ety Rummage Sale on Wednesday, Au-
gust 17, 10 am. to 2 p.m., at the N.H.R.S.
(Public Beach), 2070 Lake Road. The V.L.S.
annual meeting will be held on Mon-
day, August 22, 10 a.m., at the Commu-
nity Centre.

LENNOXVILLE
Sherbrooke County Women's Institute
is sponsoring an afternoon of Military
Whist at St. George's Church Hall,
Lennoxville on August 20 at 2 p.m. with
a salad supper to follow. For reserva-
tions, please call Ruby Booth (819) 562-
6502 or Marion St. Onge 820-2695.
Please come and support a worthy
cause.

HATLEY
Luncheon on Wednesday, August 17
starting at 11:30 a.m. in the Hatley An-
glican Church Hall. Sponsored by the
A.C.W. Everyone welcome.
WARDEN
500 card party in the Oddfellows Hall,
Warden on Wednesday, August 17 at
7:30 p.m. Lunch and prizes. All wel-
come.
. . .

This column accepts items announcing
events organized by churches, service clubs
and recognized charitable institutions for a
$7.00 fee, $10.00 for 2 insertions of same no-
tice, $13.00 for 3 publications. Maximum 35
words. If you have more than 35 words the
charge will be $10.00 per insertion. Requests
should be mailed, well in advance, to The
Record, P.O. Box 1200, Sherbrooke, Quebec,
J1H 5L, be signed and include a telephone
number and payment. Telephone requests
will not be accepted. Admission charges and
trade names will be deleted. No dances.

MS lives here.

just one person. It affects the entire family.

MS

Multiple sclerosis never hits

Multiple Scleroﬂs
Society of Canada —

1-800-268-7582 www.mssociety.ca
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CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

are from by f.
Each lefter in the cipher stands for another

Today's clue: N equails H
HVEL

Calebrity Cipher cr g paople, past and present.

e JVR DRKM HGTWJ ZNVZ

w GRSLXTZVRS, HGTWJ ZNVZ w

CLKWLOL, HGTWJ ZNV Z w KROL "

— JDRSGJZDX JVXKD HVXWYV

BWGKWRW

PREVIOUS SOLUTION — “The atmosphere knows no boundaries, and the
winds carry no passports.” — Crispin Tickell, on the greenhouse effect
(c) 2005 by NEA, Inc. 8-11
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“I wanna try something. Grab
both my legs and push.”
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CALL SHERBROOKE: (819) 569-9525 BETWEEN 8:30 A.M. AND 4:30 p.M.
E-maiL: classad@sherbrookerecord.com
orR KNOWLTON: (450) 242-1188 BETWEEN 9:00 A.M. AND 4:00 P.M.

DEADLINE: 12:30 P.M. ONE DAY PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
OR MAIL YOUR PREPAID CLASSIFIED ADS TO
THE Recorp, P.O. Box 1200, SHERBROOKE, QUEBEC J1H 5L6

Call before 12:30 p.m.
to make sure
your ad appears the
next day.

001 Property for Sale

035 For Rent

035 For Rent

100 Job Opportunities

100 Job Opportunities

100 Job Opportunities

COMPLETE HERD DISPERSAL
“BERMATH"
at the farm of
Bernard Mathieu, owner
2579 de la Grande Ligne Road
St-Alexandre-d’Iberville, cté St-Jean
TUESDAY, AUGUST 23rd, 2005
at 11:30 a.m.
WILL BE SOLD: 144 choice of
purebred Holstein, including: 70
young cows, many fresh and some
due any time; 25 heifers, many fresh
and some due soon; 18 open heifers
and 31 heifer calves.
This herd is on official control -
rolling herd average is:
8574kg - 3.71% - 3.11% MCR 187-197-
189
These animals come from or bred by:
L'Heroes - Titanic - Morty - Goldwin -
Manager and some many good bulls
from A.l. or natural breeding. This herd is
loose housing.
Examples of cows for sale:
Bermath Inquirer Merquine (40)
Born in 2003, due in February 2006
1-11 10,048kg - 3.0% - 3.4% 253-205-
263 +66 +14 +70. Proj. 11,035kg - 3.2%
- 3.2% 242-208-243
Bermath Nobel Mobia (18)
Born in 2001, fresh June 27th, 2005
2-10 9,739kg - 3.8% - 3.3% 226-232-231
+43 +42 +40

Bermath Gibson Malouine (750)
Born in 2000, fresh June 8th, 2005

3-3 9,517kg - 4.4% - 3.5% 203-247-222
+19 +56 +30. From VG Dam at 5 yrs. old
over 13,000kg

Bermath Laurier Dolomite (38)

Born in 2002, bred July 10th, 2005

1-11 8,546kg - 3.9% - 3.5% 215-225-234
+30 +35 +41. Proj 9,667Kg - 4.2% -
3.4% 210-239-222

Also for sale: 3970 JD chopper with
chute control, 3 rows corn head and
pick-up; Gregoire sprayer 500 galls.
cap., 50 ft. boom; 4 Dion wagons with
Dion silage boxes, 3 beaters and top;
NH tedder; hoof trimer; 6 calf huches.
For catalogue or information, contact
Bernard at 450/296-4547 or the auction-
eer.
Cause of Sale: Giving-up dairy milking
Terms: Cash or bank loan
ENCANS JULES COTE INC.
1274, rue Sud, Cowansville, QC.
Tel.: 450/266-0670 or 263-4480
Cell.: 450-521-4480 or
Fax: 450/263-8448
Web Page

http:/pages.infinit.net/cowans/encan.htm

FULFORD - 3 bdrm,
24'x36', stone house,
open style, 27 acres,
large pond, mountain
views, country charm,
park-like setting.
$459,000. WWW.
mccubbin.ca/house.htm

025 Mobile Homes

MOBILE HOME
Northlander, 1975,
60'x12’, 2 bedrooms,
electric heat. Must be
moved. Call (819) 826-
2981.

3 1/2 APT. (LARGE),
Lennoxville,  ground
floor, 2 min. walk to
downtown. Mature ten-
ants only. References
required. Call (819)
346-0872 after 7 p.m.

LENNOXVILLE - 4 1/2
room apartment, heat
supplied, very quiet
place. Good for 2-3
students (girls). Call
(819) 566-1858.

AUCTION SALE
For Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bell and
Mrs. V. Stevens, plus additions
Sale to be held at the
Richmond Community Center
820 Gouin Street, Richmond, Quebec
SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2005
at 10:00 a.m.
Antiques to be sold: Oak china cabinet
with leaded glass doors; oak china cabi-
net with drawer; Knechtel dining room set
consisting of table, 6 chairs and buffet;
lane cedar crest; Duncan Phyfe tables;
1/2 moon table; Victorian platform rocker;
ladies chair; oak hall mirror; washstand;
telephone table wi/chair; prints; trunks;
frames; Lionel train set Chesepeake &
Ohio in orig. boxes; Carnival glass punch
bowl w/cups; Carnival glass lamp shades
(very rare); numerous pcs. of Carnival to
include, water pitcher, vases, spooner,
bowls, etc.; Lionel train set Freight liner
(in orig. box); antique radio; snow shoes;
oil painting by C. Von Major; British horse
prints; Superb Gold Lamé Lion work of
art, English china cups & saucers by
Royal Albert, Clarisse Cliff, etc.; crystal
pcs.; Royal Doulton figurines.
Modern furnishings to include: 5 piece
birch dinette set (as new); Curio cabinet;
dressers; burseaus; Inglis apt. size
washer & dryer; Viking fridge;
Westinghouse stove; lamps; chairs; sofa;
drop front desk; 9' x 12’ carpet; air condi-
tioner; Sentry fire safe; portable gas
BBQ; color TV; card table & chairs;
linens; collector plates to include, set of 5
steam train plates with frames; Rockwell
plates, Elvis, car plates, T. Kinkade, etc.;
30 wildlife prints by Gail Adams; metal
tool chest; tools; floor jack, plus much
more. Plan to join us for this auction of
excellent selection and quality.
Terms: Cash or cheque accepted with
proper 1.D.
Canteen on the premises
For furthur information, please contact
the Auctioneers.

BSB

BRIAN and STEPHEN BARRIE
Auction Services
Richmond, Quebec
Tel.: 819-826-5373

LENNOXVILLE - James
Street. 3 1/2 to sublet
from September 1.
Heated, hot water, no
pets. Call (819) 565-
7692.

LENNOXVILLE - Reno-
vated apartments, 3
172, 41/2, 5 1/2. Close
to town and buses. In-
cludes hot water. (819)
823-5336.

100 Job Opportunities

A JOB AT HOME.
$529.27 potential
weekly. Mail work, as-
semble products or
computer work. (416)
703-5655, 24 hour
message. www.The

Homedob.ca or write:
Consumer 599B Yonge

CUSTOMER SERVICE -
Granby. Working by
phone and email.
Knowledge of Windows
and Outlook. Good
working environment.
Positive, hearty, like to
smile. Must have social
sense, good team spi-
rit. Phone/fax (450)
405-4777. Email: ac-
counting@moneyhome
.com

THE WHITE HOUSE, a
senior citizens home
located in Stanstead, is
now accepting employ-
ment applications for
Caregiver. Please mail
resume to  White
House, 451 Dufferin,
Stanstead, QC, JOB
3E0 or call (819) 876-
2013.

St., #259-430, Toronto,
ON, M4Y 1Z4.

Want your ad
to stand out?
For .50 a word - bold it.

AUCTION SALE
For JACK ASCOLI
At: 63 McCintosh Rd.
(off Richford Rd.), Frelighsburg, Qc
SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2005
at 10:00 a.m.

WILL BE SOLD: ANTIQUES: Maho-
gany table, table & 4 chairs, rocker,
phonograph, wicker bar & 2 stools, bed-
room set, desk, dressers, milk & cream
cans, hand pump, snowshoes, wagon
wheels, lanterns, toolbox, oil lamps, ash
bucket, nail barrels, sprinkler, cast pots,
efc.
HOUSEHOLD: 2 single beds, chairs,
end tables, 6 iron chairs, buffet, comput-
er, desk & monitor, camp stove,
microwave, TV, cupboards, school desk,
fireplace, washer, fans, lawn furniture,
Troy printer, desks, BBQ, lawn statues,
several paintings by Henri Tremblay &
much more.
ALSO: 2 lawn mowers, 18 ft. canoe,
pedal boat, 2 car Tempo garage, chain-
saw, weedeater, 220 heaters, tablesaw,
drills, water pump, doors, iron fence,
scythe, hand & garden tools, ladder,
cedar boards, siding, hoses, 2 cord of
firewood, bicycles, workbench & many
other articles too numerous to mention.
NOTE: An interesting auction not to be
missed.
TERMS: Cash.
Canteen on site.
In case of rain, sale held under tent.
For more information and all types of
sales:

KEITH ROBINSON, Auctioneer

(450) 538-2936

MANAGING EDITOR,
Nanaimo Daily News.
The Managing Editor
will be responsible for
overall planning, or-
ganization and co-ordi-
nation of editorial oper-
ations at the Nanaimo
Daily News, with a
newsroom of sixteen;
editorial operations of
the Harbor City Star
(published Wed./Sat.)
and the Oceanside Star
(published Thurs./Sat.);
providing leadership
and direction to the
newsroom; oversee the
recruitment and reten-
tion of skilled employ-
ees, identify develop-
ment and training of
employees and deal
with all labour relations
issues. Further respon-
sibilities will involve the
administration of the
collective agreement
and responsibility for
the development, ad-
ministration and moni-
toring of the news op-
eration budget. Qualifi-
cations: A successful
track record of senior
journalist experience,
with extensive and var-
ied experience as a dai-
ly newspaper writer/ed-
itor; experience at a
small-city daily an as-
set; proven ability to
provide leadership/di-
rection to the newsga-
thering team; must
have keen news sense,
strong design/layout
skills and a solid un-
derstanding of content
/ readership issues;
candidate must be will-
ing to become an active
participant in this thriv-
ing community and
possess excellent inter-
personal / communica-
tions skills. Send re-
sume to: The Publish-
er, Nanaimo Daily
News B-1, 2575
McCullough Road, Na-
naimo, BC, V9S 5W5,
fax: (250) 729-4247,
email: cduddy@
nanaimodailynews.com
Closing date for appli-
cations: August 12,
2005.

URGENT! Looking for
Sales Reps - Granby.
Want to make up to
$75,000. a year! You'll
provide support and
sell software to people
who are visiting our
website. Internet chat,
email and phone from
our Granby offices.
Passionate, . adventur-
ous, stability, energetic
team. Professional
training by multi-mil-
lionaire and Olympic
champion. Tel./fax
(450) 405-4777 or
email accounting@

moneyhome.com.

145 Miscellaneous Senvices

LENNOXVILLE PLUMB-
ING. Domestic repairs
and water refiners. Call
Norman Walker at
(819) 563-1491.

150 Computers

COMPUTER
LEMS? Just holler!
Spyware, Virii, slow
downs, | can fix them.
Installation, upgrades,
maintenance, all win-
dows machines. At
your home or office.
Ray (819) 574-5020.

PROB-

EVERYONE'S AP-
PROVED*! Get a fully
loaded MDG Computer
with an Intel P4 3Ghz
starting from .99¢. In-
cludes everything you
need: 512 MB Ram,
free  printer-scanner-
copier, 17" thin LCD
monitor, Windows XP
(*call for details / con-
ditions). 1-800-791-
1174.

190 Cars For Sale

1999 PLYMOUTH VOY-
AGER Expresso, 3.8L,
7 passenger, all equip-
ped. $7,750. Call (450)
292-0569.

Looking to rent
an apartment?
Or want to
rent one?
Place anad in
the classifieds!
(819) 569-9525

or

(450) 242-1188
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Annie’s
MallbOX who is too nice and has no luck. I
never dated in high school or col-

lege, and my adult dating experience amounts to what I can
count on two hands. Married women think I'm great because
I am no threat to their marriages, while single women avoid
me like the plague. It's almost as if I am invading their space.

I have tried everything I can think of to find someone to
share my life, including online dating services. I am tall but
nothing much to look at, and no one is beating a path to my
door. I am painfully shy in the company of women, which can
be mistaken for aloofness and arrogance. I am extremely
tough on myself.

I do not want to be hurt again and feel as though I cannot
trust any women. Don’t get me wrong, I love women and al-
most everything about them, but I know they don’t think of
me in the same way.

I am not looking for ways to meet women. I want to know
what is wrong with me. I know it has to be me, since I am
given the impression that women do no wrong and won't say
what is wrong when asked. To whom can I speak (someone not
related and someone I don't know) regarding my situation? —
Just Can't Win

Dear Can’'t Win: Let’s examine what women are interested
in — looks, true, and for some, money and prestige. However,
women also are attracted to confidence, intelligence, kind-
ness and a healthy sense of humor, tucked inside of good
grooming. Really. If you have those qualities and can't find a
woman, perhaps you are looking at the wrong ones. (And it
won't help to have a sarcastic attitude about women.)

Do you approach single women who are your age or older?
Divorced with kids? Overweight? Inside those packages can be
delightful people, but too many men are only looking for Bar-
bie. If you can honestly say you've tried all kinds of women,
then we don’t know why you are having so much trouble.

Since you don't want to ask someone who knows you to list
your flaws, talk to a counselor and find out if there is some-
thing else going on that isn't apparent. Your frustration and
resignation also may be fostering depression and an unattrac-
tive scent of desperation. Your doctor can recommend some-
one.

Dear Annie: I work in an office with nine women, six of
whom are smokers, including all three members of manage-
ment. Most of them do not abuse the privilege, but even so, it
is sometimes difficult to pick up the slack with everybody tak-
ing cigarette breaks, often in groups.

We have no formal system for how many breaks we get, and
complaints about the smoking have not been well received.
This has contributed to an overall decline in office morale
since the rest of us are covering their duties when they are
outside. The communal breaks are also the equivalent of gath-
ering around the water cooler and the non-smokers are left
out of the loop. Any advice? — Smoldering in the Office

Dear Smoldering: Don't approach this as a smoking vs.
non-smoking issue. Say that frequent breaks are affecting of-
fice morale and disrupting efficiency. However, we warn you,
if it doesn't bother management, you may be out of luck.

Dear Annie: | read the letter from “Feeling Blue in the Blue-
grass State,” whose late father may have been entitled to mili-
tary honors. Please tell her to contact her local American
Legion or VFW Post. They will no doubt be more than willing
to arrange some sort of memorial service at the gravesite and
render a three-volley salute. (A 21-gun salute is given only to
high echelon persons, such as the president or top official of a
foreign country.) — Bobbe Stuvengen, Past National Historian,
The American Legion, Orfordville, Wis.

Dear Bobbe Stuvengen: Thank you so much for coming to
the rescue. We hope she contacts someone immediately.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy Mitchell and Marcy
Sugar, longtime editors of the Ann Landers column

Dear Annie: I know you've cov-
ered this before, but please bear
with me. I am a man in my late 30s

Hyundai Sonata hits near pitch perfect with

i

aed

fifth generation of reliable sedan.

o

The new Hyundai Sonata is a better car than the one it replaces in every area. Its trump card, however, is price.

By Graeme Fletcher
For CanWest News Service

When the Sonata first debuted, it
moved Hyundai up the automotive lad-
der and on to the next level.

Previously, the automaker had
catered pretty much to the disposable
end of the market with the likes of the
Pony, Excel and the less-than-stellar
Stellar. The Sonata was also a critical
success, eventually being voted the
“most reliable” car by Consumer
Reports magazine. All of which gives
the fifth-generation Sonata big shoes to
fill; but fill them it does.

Thankfully, the designers have
dumped the dowdy “think of me as a
Mercedes-Benz with my knock-off
headlights” look and given the new car
some character. While it doesn’t shout
its presence to other road users, it man-
ages to avoid the anonymity embraced
by much of its immediate competition.

The interior design follows this
attractive lead - the grey carbon-fibre-
like trim being infinitely better than the
dreadful faux wood used in the previous
model.

The range-topping GLS V-6 tested
featured a boatload of equipment - full
leather, power locks, windows, mirrors
and sunroof, cruise control and a tilt and
telescoping steering wheel with redun-
dant controls for the AM/FM/MP3
audio system, as well as a heated, eight-
way power driver’s seat and speed-sen-
sitive intermittent wipers.

Choosing the premium package
enhances the lengthy list by including
electronic stability control, power
adjustable pedals, automatic climate
control with an air filtration system,
electro-chromic rear-view mirror (it
automatically dims whenever headlights
hit it) with a digital compass and
HomeLink buttons and a trip computer.
This package only adds $1,400 to the
GLS’s $26,600 sticker, making it a bar-
gain.

For the most part, the cabin is a com-
fortable place to spend time. True, the
front passenger’s seat comes up a little
shy on under-thigh support (the ability
to adjust the seat cushion up at the front
would all but eliminate this problem),
and the centre rear position is domed,
hard and hampered by the central tun-
nel.

These minor quibbles aside, you
have to look long and hard to nitpick.
Certainly, there are the differing plastics
on the door panels and dash (I counted
at least eight with subtly different tex-
tures and colours), and not finishing the
radio surround in the same trim as the
rest of the centre stack and shifter con-
sole is disappointing. But that’s about as
bad as it gets, which is pretty darned
good.

Where Hyundai needs to be taken to
task is for the nickel and diming it does
after the fact - paint is a $125 option
unless you can live with basic black, and
it will cost you $86.58 if you want
Sonata-embroidered floor mats. Why
not make both standard? After all, if
someone is shelling out $28,000 before
the government’s chunk, is he or she
really going to hold out on the $211.58?

In terms of its dynamic appeal, the
Sonata again takes a big step forward.
The best description is that it's now a
steady Eddy when pitched into a comer,
as the double wishbone front and multi-
link rear suspensions (with anti-roll bars
at both ends) are European-firm without
being harsh. As a result, body roll is
controlled and understeer only begins to
surface when the driver really pours on
the coals. It is the type of setup that
caters to the tortoise as well as the hare.

The same applies to the steering - it
has a well-defined on-centre feel and is
nicely weighted, being pleasantly firm
at speed and nice and light at parking
speeds. Ditto the anti-lock brakes, as
they work on big, vented front rotors, so
there is little fade even after being
worked all the way down some steep

grades. The pedal feel is also firm and
the response rate is progressive.

There’s plenty of power on tap, too.
The 3.3-litre, 24-valve V-6 - with con-
tinuously variable valve timing on the
intake side - dishes out 235 h.p. and 226
pound-feet of torque, which is more
than enough to satisfy. Matting the gas
from a standstill makes the P225/50R17
tires chirp, and the car hauls its way to
100 kilometres an hour in 7.3 seconds,
which is better than average for the fam-
ily sedan category. The engine is also
remarkably refined, only getting a tad
noisy when forced to work at the top
end of the rev range.

The five-speed automatic transmis-
sion is, perhaps, the one weak link.
While it’s fairly quick and smooth in its
operation, it occasionally gets caught in
the wrong gear because it’s sometimes
slow to kick down. This forces a rather
abrupt downshift, particularly when
dropping the two cogs needed to catch
up. The same is true of the manual side
- it can be a little abrupt on downshifts,
which persuaded me to leave the tranny
to its own devices. That said, the trans-
mission still earns a passing grade.

I went into this test expecting a typ-
ical Hyundai, solid but uninspiring. The
new Sonata is a better car than the one it
replaces in every area. It has good
power, decent handling, is comfortable
and has plenty of space (including a
massive 16.3-cubic-foot trunk). Its
trump card, however, is price. The
entry-level car is more or less priced to
compete against a well-equipped Honda
Civic or Toyota Corolla.

The range-topping GLS V-6, even
with the premium pack, comes in at the
same level as the competition’s four-
cylinder models (Accord, Camry,
Mazda6 and Nissan Altima), which
gives it a commanding and appealing
advantage.

Just waive the $211.58, please.
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