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The Christmas season is a special time to 
share with family and friends. Enjoy these 

special moments, take time for yourself 
and be careful on the roads.

Merry Christmas & Happ New Year!

('è, #, #■, # a #•, •*
cafe? cjtJ cM) :>A A V A O A V A V /.

CMV vjltjJ C-jAj)
'4?

QUEBEC

François Bonnardel
Member of the National Assembly for Shefford 

GRANBY 450 372-9152 • WATERLOO 450-539-0404
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• Gravel, Earth & Sand

MARTIAL FAUTEUX 1
Owner

C.P. 420, 52 Maple 
Stanstead, QC JOB 3E0 y

etzif Christmas <& <z=ptaj)y>if (^Nem eatl
from your friendly neighborhood grocery

265 CHILD ST., COATICOOK

1ER
COATICOOK
819-849-6226
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BOCK OF AGES 
M CANADA ||r

Quarters & 
Manufacturers of 
Monurriients and 
Industrial Granite m

Stanstead, Que.
819-876-2745

QtJe would like 
'to extend good wishes 
fr>r this happy holiday 

season to all one 
friends and clients.

ERIN, DUPUIS, 
VIENS INC

Damage Insurance Agents
79 Court St., Coaticook 

Tel.: 819-849-2782 
1-800-567-3424 g
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PERKY BEATON

Welcome to The Record’s Season’s Greetings pullout section. Within, you’ll find ideas for Yuletide and winter fun, a Christmas story for 
the kids (that’s on page 8), tree care tips and a story on what a Townships tree grower is doing for the troops in Afghanistan. And sprin­
kled throughout are Townships scenes (there’s nothing like a drive to see the lights and decorations carefully placed by home owners - as

---------------- above!). On our cover, Sherbrooke City Hall on Wellington Street is lovely at night. Merry
Christmas from everyone at The Record.

Res. 819-876-7360

CONSTRUCTION
G0UDREAU

INC.

Garage 74**4 *** 
Bazinet ^
&ù Fits Inc. <* 2007 §

General Mechanics / Bodywork 
Paints / Car & Truck Sales 

New & Used/24 hour towing

W, Waterloo 539-1144
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301 London St. 
Sherbrooke, QC 
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3,000 Christmas
trees given out

For the families left behind

COURTESY

The Christmas trees were chosen, wrapped up for transport and piled onto a trailer.

By Jen Young 
Record correspondent

* wth hundreds of Canadian 
% / troops in Afghanistan, a
\I \i Sherbrooke tree grower 
V ▼ has spearheaded an effort 

to give Christmas trees to the soldiers’ 
families.

Les Pétroles
^ Ron H. Mackey Inc.

Pctrolcm
/ Home Heating Oil • Gasoline • Diesel _° Motor OH

A 1034 Paul Rd., Tel.: 819-562-5848
Ascot Comer, Qc JOB 1A0 Fax: 819-562-2086

“It’s the least we can do," says Cana­
dian Christmas Tree Growers Associa­
tion President Larry Downey. “Over 
3,000 trees have been donated for fami­
lies of men and women in Afghanistan. 
It’s a gift to the men and women fight­
ing overseas that shows our support 
and gratitude.”

Downey, who has been producing 
Christmas trees in the Sherbrooke area 
for decades, says that dozens of Eastern 
Townships tree merchants have donat­
ed balsams and scotch pines from East 
Hereford to North Hatley, and he just 
finished filling his second semi-truck 
with the evergreens to be delivered to 
the Valcartier Canadian Forces Base last 
Friday.

Coupled with the donations from 
across Canada, thousands of families 
will be hanging balls and tinsel on 
fresh greenery.

“Last we year we delivered Christmas 
trees oversees to the bases where the 
troops were in Afghanistan, but it did­
n’t work because there was a fear of im- 
porting new bugs and diseases,” 
Downey says.

“So this year we decided that the 
families still on the bases waiting for 
their soldiers to come home deserved 
our support.”

The trees have been allotted to fami­
lies of troops in Bagotville, Montreal 
and St-Jean-sur-Richelieu, as well as CFB 

Please see Trees on Page 4
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HARRY GRAHAM JR.
A SCOTT GRAHAM 

Biliegeal Auctioneers 
SAWYERVILLE «98*9-2726

Household, farm, 
antique auctions.

Many thanks to all our customers 
for your friendship in 2007.

Compliments of the
Graham Farms

Harry & Janice, £cott & Sharon & family
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Indoor Garden Center

HYDROPONIC CARDENS 
HIGH INTENSITY AND 

FLUORESCENT LIGHTING ' 

•LANT STANDS ■ NUTRIENTS 
ORGANIC FERTILIZERS 

BOOKS AND MUCH MORE!

4394 Bourque Blvd. j 
ROCK FOREST - SHERBROOKE*

819-563-0353 .
www.hydroponix.com -j
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COURTESY
Lennoxville-based Corporal Gary Hadley (pictured in the tuque) helps unload Christmas gifts bound for members of the Canadian

military at Kandahar Airfield in Afghanistan. Hadley is on a six- 
month mission at the base, serving as a traffic technician with the 
National Security Element. The Canadian military now counts 
2,500 troops stationed in Afghanistan since 2002 as part of a 
NATO-led mission.
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‘Ville de
^Richmond

Marc-André Martel - Mayor 
Guy-Lin Beaudoin - Secretary-Treasurer

- COUNCILLORS -
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• Charles Mallette • Daniel Ménard • Réal Veilleux
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74 Jordan Hill Road 
Johnville

• Salt • Sand
819-837-2530/3022 
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Trees:
Cont’d from Pace 3

Edmonton, CFB Trenton, Ontario, 
and CFB Halifax in Nova Scotia.

Downey says the association is sim­
ply doing what it can, and he hopes 
that others will follow.

“My son gave his name last year to 
the army, but he was refused because of 
a foot problem,” Downey says. “Had he 
been accepted, he would be over there 
right now. This mission affects all of us 
in many ways. It’s sad to say, but some­
times you need war to find peace. We 
are giving trees because we can, but 
other big companies can do the same. 
They can organize something with 
what they sell or produce and send that 
to troops or families. This is.a big mis­
sion and we have to support our profes­
sionals.”

The majority of the trees were dis­
tributed in Valcartier, where Sher­
brooke residents with loved ones 
overseas were also invited to go and 
pick up a tree.

For more information on the initia­
tive visit www.apanq.qc.ca.

Overseas Gifts

http://www.hydroponix.com
http://www.apanq.qc.ca
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Keeping your tree greener, longer

:
%
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JEN YOUNG

Experts say a bit of the trunk should be sawed off. And think H20!

Season's

Lynn Lambert
lynn.lambert@des]ardins.com

Personal Advisor
Caisse Desjardins des Métaux blancs 
Danville Services Centre 
39 Daniel-Johnson St., P.O. Box 600 
Danville (Quebec) J01 1A0

Desjardins
Caisse des Métaux blancs

Tel. 819-879-7168 ext. 230 
Fax: 819-839-2266

Water!
By Jen Young 
Record

CORRESPONDENT 

■ ■ |he lights are 
I on, the tinsel is

§ dangling, and 
-X. the angel is 

placed. But how long 
can you expect to see 
your tree perky and 
green?

Experts predict that 
within a couple of 
weeks the branches 
will begin to drop, as 
will the needles, and 
the lavish green will 
turn to brown. But 
local sellers and pro­
ducers say there are 
ways to keep it attrac­
tive longer.

“The most impor­
tant thing is a fresh 
cut,” said
Lennoxville’s Chuck 
Neville, who has been 
selling holiday ever­
greens, grown in Stan 
Hope, for 15 years.

“If you go out and 
cut your own tree then 
you are fine, but if you 
buy your tree from a 
lot then it has been 
cut for at least a few 
weeks. From sitting 
around, the trunk gets 
hard, making it hard 
for the tree to drink 
once you get it in the 
stand. So, cut it a good 
inch.”

He says he’s heard 
of many tips over the 
years. One being to 
add sugar or Pepsi cola 
to the water, but he

swears that the only sure fire method is to make 
sure the tree is never without water.

“Just make sure the water is always there,” he 
says. “You could also add a small amount of bleach 
to the water so it doesn’t create bacteria because the 
tree needs clean water.”

Seventeen-year producer and vendor Paul St. 
Pierre agrees that fresh water is of the utmost im­
portance, but he also makes other suggestions.

“Years ago they used to put molasses in the water 
and they swore by it,” says St. Pierre from his King 
Street tree stand (in Sherbrooke), where he sells 
trees he grew himself. “I’d say a fresh cut is the most 
important thing and they say that cutting on an 
angle helps, but you can’t cut the trunk at an angle 
or your tree won’t stand in the tree stand.”

St. Pierre says that more water, by any method, is 
good.

“I never heard of it before, but it would surely 
work,” he said referring to the old wive’s tale of 
completely soaking your tree in water, allowing it to 
absorb as much H20 as possible. “The trees drink 
from their bark and their needles, just like a plant, 
so that would work.

“My trees were all frozen this year and that helps 
because when they start to thaw the bark absorbs 
the water. Ideally, the tree should be fed like a plant 
with a spray bottle, but that’s impossible once you 
add the ornaments and electricity. Not the best idea, 
but soaking it before you decorate it would work for 
sure.”

St. Pierre says a tree’s location and environment 
inside the house also play a role.

“It can­
not be too 
warm,” St.
Pierre 
warns.
“They need 
to stay cool.
Never place 
them in too 
warm an at­
mosphere.
So, never 
put them 
up near 
sources of 
heat.”

OpiOtS?, ^Unique
^réseau Optométrique

de Sherbrooke
at your service since 1946

• Eye examination
• Cataract & glaucoma 

detection & follow-up
• Glasses • Contacts

243 King St. W.
Sherbrooke 819-563-1191
737 King St. E.
Sherbrooke 819-564-2325
160 Queen St.
Lennoxville 819-563-2333
55 St-Georges St.
Windsor 819-845-2466

Dr. René Tremblay 
Dr. Charles Léonard 
Dr. Jean-Yves Roy 
Dr. Alain Côté 
Dr. Marie Pierre Paquin 
Dr. Marie-Eve Belhumeur 
Dr. Nathalie Bilodeau 
Dr. Lisiane Tomassini

René Cfiartier and his personnel wishes all their clients a 
MERRY CHRISTMAS amt a HAPPY NEW YEARI

Les Automobiles 

René Chartier inc.

■k ★
★ ★
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Selling ice cream in winter
How’s about vanilla ?

By Nick Fonda 
Special to The Record

Danville

#
!0est

°WisHes!

Me Lise Laroche, ll.b. 

Éb Laroche Alric, attorneys

I Family Law 
Family Mediator 
Civil Right

165 Wellington North 
Suite 310 

Sherbrooke (QC) J1H 5B9 
Tel.: 819-563-3303 
Fax: 819-563-9661 

e-mail: meliselaroche@yahoo.ca

I;

Seasons Greetings to all!
! Desjardins
I Caisse populaire des Hauts-Boisés

'TfticAel TUuicrtu
General Manager

Head Office
15 Principale St. East 
Cookshlre, Qc. JOB 1M0 
Tel.: 819-875-3325
Fax: 819-875-5657
Toll free: 1-866-389-1325

Service Centres
• Bury
• Chartlerville
• Johnville
• Lingwick

• La Patrie
• Sawyerville
• Scotstown
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ENCAN SAWYERVILLE Inc. AUCTION 
512, rue Main Ouetf C.P 5 

CoabcooN Oc J1A 1P9
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819-849-3606
Commission Auction 

We buy and sell Milking Cows

• ntrigued, on a 
bitter day in 
early Decem- 

.ber, by a sign 
reading “Ice 
Cream”, a visitor 
pushed open a red 
storefront door on 
Danville Square 
just to ask a ques­
tion.

“I could certain­
ly offer you an ice 
cream cone,” an­
swered Daniel 
Rommelaere, “I al­
ways have at least 
a little on hand. At 
this time of the 
year I couldn’t 
offer you much 
choice. I make the 
ice cream myself 
on the premises 
and I don’t use 
preservatives so I 
only make as 
much as I’m going 
to need."

Rommelaere, 
who followed a 
three-year course 
in his native Bel­
gium to learn to 
make chocolates 
and ice cream, 
opened his ice 
cream parlour and 
chocolate shop, 
named La Céleste 
Praline, in Decem­
ber of 2006.

How Romme­
laere came to the

Eastern Townships 
is a story in itself.

“Like many Eu­
ropeans, I came to 
Canada with some 
romantic ideas,” 
he explains. “The 
sheer space of the 
country is beyond 
imagination. I ar­
rived in 2001 and 
opened a small 
shop, like this one, 
in Inverness. It was 
the only shop in 
the village. In the 
summer it was 
okay but in the 
winter, the mo­
ment there was 
snow, it was as if the world had stopped. 
There would no cars on the road at all.”

Despite the isolated location, Rom- 
melaere’s skills with chocolate and ice 
cream drew faithful clients. Summer 
tourists, stopping out of curiosity, 
would taste his goods and leave satis­
fied.

“In 2004 listeners of Radio-Canada 
were invited to vote on the best ice 
cream in the province,” Rommelaere re­
counts. “I didn’t win, but I came in sec­
ond. The fellow who won has an ice 
cream parlour in Old Quebec. Consider­
ing my location, I thought second place 
was pretty good.”

It was location which prompted Rom- 
meleare to move to Danville.

“In July of 2006 we came to Danville 
to deliver some chocolate. We came in 
on Highway 255 and as we came down 
Water Street and onto the Square, the 
first thing we saw was this big picture 
window with a for rent sign,” recalls 
Rommelaere. “That was July and we 
opened the first day of December. It was 
that quick.”

The fields and 
forests that carpet 
the rolling hills 
around Danville 
provide Romme­
laere with the 
Canada he sought. 
Danville’s location

FILE

AUCTION
Every Tuesday at 2 p.m. - Sawyerville (819-875-3577)

Wishes?CLOSED ON DECEMBER 25th and JANUARY 1st

1650 Wellington South, 
SHERBROOKE

(Lennoxville borough) QC J1M 1K9

LES EQUIPEMENTS PLP inc.
5639, chemin Saint-Rémi, Saint-Adrien, Qc JOA 1C0

Tél. : (819) 828-2027 Fax : (819) 828-3187

Everything you need 
to make Christmas beautiful!

B«t wiifcts of tAe 9mm to <U(
and a heartfelt tftaslu to all 

of our wonderful dlenti.A DeLaval .Ail Allô

819-565-3053

— at the cross­
roads of Highways 
116 and 255 — and 
a larger popula­
tion base provide 
Rommelaere with 
a busier shop.

“Many of the 
clients I had in In­
verness, buy from 
me here,” he says. 
“Plus I have many 
new clients from 
here, and there’s 
much more traffic 
in the summer. 
I’m glad to be in 
Danville.”

The imminent 
arrival of Christ­
mas is one of 
three peak times 
of the year for La 
Céleste Praline. 
“Easter, Christmas 
and Valentine are 

the three busiest times of the year,” says 
Rommeleare. “Together those three pe­
riods account for about half of our year­
ly business. In the summer about half of 
our sales are from ice cream.”

“There are a couple of different ways 
of making ice cream,” he explains. “The 
recipe I follow calls for 100 g of milk, 30 
g of cream, 20 g of sugar, 10 g of milk 
powder and 10 g of inverted sugar and 
the flavouring. If I am making vanilla 
ice cream, for example, I would also add 
a stick or two of vanilla. I stir my ingre­
dients together and heat them to 95 C 
for three minutes. I then let them rest 
for a full day.

“The next step is to put them in the 
ice cream maker which can churn out 
two liters of ice cream in 15 minutes. I 
let it freeze overnight and it is ready the 
next day.”

The visitor, although somewhat 
tempted by the ice cream, looked out at 
the cold December sky and opted to buy 
some chocolates instead.

Did the Belgian chocolate actually di­
minish the wind chill? Or did the Bel­
gian chocolate simply distract one from 
the wind chill? This question may re­
quire more research. Much more re­
search.

La Céleste Praline is located at 27 
Grove St., on the Square in the heart of 
Danville. For more information call 819- 
839-1415.

Themanagementandtiiepersônnênîvîsi^o^ïîânk^hëi^^

friends apd customers for their patronage in 2007!

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

J.G. DELISLE INC.
RESIDENTIAL RENOVATION 

ELECTRICAL HEATING

Tel.: 819-837-2202
Johnville, Quebec Jf

mailto:meliselaroche@yahoo.ca
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And up, up at the top, a sign that promises ice cream. Bmr!
NICK FONDA

ITACHI
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www.clefdesolsherbrooke.com
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Special price 
in store

TV P42H4011 HD 1080

Ultravision

Plasma HDTV

— 3 HDMI inputs
— 2 component inputs

— ATSC tuner
— Service on site

r » P Kj

http://www.clefdesolsherbrooke.com
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When you’re this little, you have no idea what on earth is happening on December 25. Thankfully, there are older, more experienced folk who can fill the young’uns in.

illpli

1205 Wellington St. S. 
819-569-5959 
819-563-0036

Kittens discover Noël
Owl helps

By Klaus Bremer 
Special to The Record

S
oft white flakes had been float­
ing down out of big fluffy clouds 
all afternoon; silently, piling up 
one on top of the other; turning 
the outside world into a wonderland of 

white. Mohrle and his sister Missi Girl, 
two little kittens, with their tiny noses 
pressed against the cold glass of a big

window in the sunroom, sensed that 
something special was about to hap­
pen.

The kittens had only recently arrived. 
They’d been adopted by Mr. B. and Miss 
Emma to keep Woodstock company, 
who was alone since little Maxwell had 
gone to cat heaven.

Mohrle was shiny, like ebony, with 
short hair save for a few white ones on 
his chest and lower belly. Missi Girl’s 
coat was a fluffy grey and white. She

Navigate your way to success
LjOur cUfrHHe,vtc\es Ovrc Driori'hvj

No matter what you need — finding money to 
finance your business, innovative tax strategies, 
financial statements and tax returns prepared 
quickly and efficiently — Deloitte responds with 
insights that create value.

www.deloitte.ca

Deloitte.
Sanson MMr/Moittt ft Touche

2727 King West, suite 300 
Sherbrooke
819 823-1616

Audit .Tut .Consulting • Financial Advisory.

\ To «h °ur . / 
Vite"1*',ritmdS .
? *ndleml!*ZLJ>Mefry Christmas

Gabriel Couture et Fils Ltée
2 locations to better serve you!

2 St-Onge i
Route 143, Richmond 

Tel.: 819-826-3777 
819-823-1915 (from Asbestos) 

Fax:819-826-3917

Coles Division
11 360 Main St. North, Richmond ' 

Tel: 819-826-5995 
Fax: 819-826-2017 

... Closed on Sundays...

51069

http://www.deloitte.ca
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was absolutely adorable.
Mohrle remembered Woodstock’s ex­

planation of snow being like feathers. 
But he still could not wrap his mind 
around the difference between feathers 
and the cold feeling he experienced 
when he first kicked the snow around 
on the deck.

Woodstock had acted mysteriously 
all day. He kept mumbling, “It’s that 
time of the year again. A time of shar­
ing.”

Missi Girl said to Mohrle, after he 
had pestered her for an answer, “Be pa­
tient, wait and see what happens.” Mr. 
B. was busy getting all kinds of goodies 
out of the basement and carrying boxes 
full of things into the woods. Earlier on, 
in the morning, Barnie the Owl had 
come by and, in a hushed tone of voice, 
talked to Woodstock, occasionally 
glancing over to the two little kittens.

As soon as Mohrle would perk up his 
ears, the owl continued in a quieter 
voice and looked away disinterested.

“You don’t fool me,” Mohrle turned 
to face Missi Girl: “They’re up to some­
thing. I can’t stand the suspense any 
longer. I’m going to ask.” He stretched, 
yawned and sauntered into the living 
room.

Woodstock was looking out of the 
front window, the one looking down 
the driveway. Like he was expecting 
someone. “Tell me, Mr. Woodstock, sis 
and I were wondering, what’s with all 
the commotion? Mr. B. taking stuff into 
the woods and you talking to Barnie. — 
About what? What’s going on? Can you 
tell us?” A big smile appeared on Wood­
stock’s face, “No need to call me Mister, 
my dear little friend, it’s Christmas!”

“Christmas? What’s Christmas?” 
Woodstock looked Mohrle straight in 
the eyes and replied, “Christmas is the 
time all of us celebrate. People give gifts 
to each other.”

“Gifts? Gifts of what? And why?”
“Oh, things like neckties and pearls 

and diamonds, video games and iPods, 
you know, people stuff.” Woodstock 
cleared his throat.

“I should explain. People, like Miss 
Emma and Mr. B., celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ, the Savior. He was born to 
Mary and Joseph a long time ago. The 
night he was born there appeared a 
very, very bright star in the stern sky. It 
happened in Bethlehem. I’m not sure 
where that is. I think it's around Sher­
brooke, or somewhere in New Hamp­
shire, but don’t quote me on that.

“The story goes that Joseph and his 
wife Mary were on some sort of a trip. 
The ruling military made everybody go 
to their place of origin or some such 
thing. To be counted. I have no idea 
what that was supposed to do, but any­
way, here they were. So, these weary 
travelers got to this town called Bethle­
hem, yeah, that’s the name of it, it was 
late at night and all the Hilton’s, Best 
Western and other hotels were full. The

only place they could find to stay was a 
manger on some side street. They didn’t 
care. It was warm and had a roof. Sheep 
and the other animals didn’t mind 
them.

“Anyway, these wise men saw the star 
in the east, loaded up on gifts, followed 
the star and when they found the little 
baby in that manger, gave him the gifts. 
Apparently they had quite a time with 
all that commotion, finding the 
manger. There were no roadmaps or 
GPS devices in those days,” explained 
Woodstock.

“Ever since people exchange gifts on 
that day. They wish for peace on earth 
and goodwill towards men. They have 
lots of parties. Everybody gets together 
to celebrate. This is done every year. For 
all Barnie and I know, since time im­
memorial.”

“What’s immemorial?”
“I think it means a long time ago.”
“Wow, that's really something,” said 

Mohrle, now more confused then ever.
“Well," Woodstock continued, “we 

animals do things a little differently. 
Tonight is Christmas Eve, that’s the 
night Jesus was born. Tomorrow is 
Christmas, the day they say the wise 
men bring gifts. On that day all of us go 
into the woods and celebrate goodwill 
and friendship and have a feast.”

The little black kitten, with eyes as 
big as saucers, looked at Woodstock. 
And before he could ask another ques­
tion Woodstock said, “Yes Mohrle, you 
and your sister will come into the 
woods with Barnie and me and you will 
meet a lot of new creatures. Creatures 

Please see Kittens on Page 10
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Mental Health Estrie

Information & Referral Services 
Support Croups & Educational Events 

Lending Library & Documentation Centre

Tel: 819 565-3777 
mentalhealth.estrie@bellnet.ca

257 Queen, Office 900 • Sherbrooke QC J1M 1K7
(Borough of Lennoxville)

FfCccoe a Qfafe andFdea(ifu) FffjoQdmj Qfeason! 

'.......................................................................... \
ON PRESENTATION 
OF THIS COUPON

GIT 10% OFF

The owl had something to say, as well.

•G-BAMITE^ any contract signed and completed
between

January 14th and March 31st, 2008 
wendy@granitesmc.com

105 0 Galt St. East, Sherbrooke
(819) 829-9560

&

r y Christmas
ARCTIC CRT * STIHL INDISPENSABLE#,
more to oo on ■ the STIHL chainsaw «•

all!
/THE 2008 
ARE HERE!

starting at only

Chainsaw model MS 170 *279**^
Chainsaw model MS 250 ’449*»
Chainsaw model MS 290 *479* %
Chainsaw model MS 260 ‘599*2*

Chainsaw model MS 361 ‘749* W
Chainsaw model MS 250C *429*
Chainsaw model MS 290 *449“

1 -800-909-38474k
45 Craig St. South, V

> 1 Cook shire
[' 819-875-3847 fp

0% interest 
$0 cashdown 
/12 months

Wood-Pro Kit 
with the purchase of. 
a STIHL chainsaw^ 

(on selected models) '2 legal passenger ATV |Limited time offer 
See details in store 1-800-909-3847#. 1-800-909-3847

45 Craig St. South, 
Cookahire 

819-875-3847
www.scio-carrior.eom

45 Craig St. South, 
Cookshire 

819-875-3847

The service people!

■*57. ”Get a 3000 lb. 2 YEAR LIMITED 
WARRANTYWARN WINCH

and 2 year warranty
FREE!

mailto:mentalhealth.estrie@bellnet.ca
mailto:wendy@granitesmc.com
http://www.scio-carrior.eom
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Kittens:
ConTd from Page 9

both of you have never seen before. We will eat all kinds 
of goodies, talk to each other and no harm will come to 
anyone. You will meet birds and deer and squirrels and 
woodchucks.” He paused, “I wonder if we can get that lit­
tle guy out of his cave? I must ask Barnie," and continued, 
“In any case, you’ll see."

“Deer, squirrels, woodchucks? Eat all kinds of goodies?” 
The little black cat went back into the sunroom and re­
peated what he had heard to Missi Girl.

“See, I told you, I knew something special was coming. 
Who is Jesus Christ?” Missi Girl was asking.

“Gee — I don’t know, I forgot to ask. But 1 think he must 
be very special for people to celebrate his birthday. I think 
Woodstock knows, but Barnie knows for sure. I’ll ask him 
when 1 see him.” With that he jumped on a chair, curled 
up and started to nap.

Bright sunshine flooded the house early. Woodstock 
gathered his two little charges and went outside on the 
porch. The snow had stopped falling during the night, but 
a great amount of it had piled up. Barnie was waiting for 
them across the yard sitting on a branch. “Follow me,” 
said Woodstock and stepped off the porch, almost disap­
pearing in the white stuff. “Okay, guys, no fear, right be­
hind me.” And he forged ahead. The snow was higher than 
Mohrle and Missi Girl were tall. Mohrle could only see 
Woodstock’s tail in front of him.

Deep into the woods they went. At least that’s what 
Mohrle thought. Finally the little party arrived at a clear­
ing and Mohrle could see much better. He sat down in 
amazement. Mother Nature had decorated the pine trees 
beautifully with white snow. Bright red cardinals and blue 
jays sitting in the branches added colour and snow crys­
tals sparkled like thousands of diamonds in the sun. Missi 
Girl and Mohrle looked around with big eyes. They had 
never seen anything so wonderful.

Barnie flew in silently, settling just above our three 
friends on a protruding tree branch. Suddenly they real­
ized — they were not alone. Graceful, larger creatures had 
come into the clearing — deer, Barnie explained. They met 
Speedy and Nosy, the two mischievous squirrels Wood- 
stock had warned them about. Cardinals, chickadees, jun- 
cos, mourning doves and blue jays, birds they knew, were 
all present.

Barnie introduced them to ravens and crows. But these 
kept a distance. Even though it was Christmas. Rabbits, 
mice and other little creatures kicked up clouds of snow, 
while flitting through the fluffy white groundcover with­
out fear.

Barnie had been unable to awaken Charlie, the wood­
chuck; he was out of it. No amount of hooting would 
rouse him out of hibernation. They feasted on apples and 
peanuts, corn and carrots. The woodpeckers had the time 
of their lives with lard. There was such an abundance of 
sunflower seeds, the chickadees and blue jays went wild. 
Not to mention Speedy and Nosy, who stuffed themselves 
as if they had been on a starvation diet all summer and 
fall.

RA. Coon, who was expected to deliver some sort of fes­
tive speech, came late to the party. His excuse: too much 
snow. However late he was, he told a beautiful story of 
Saint Francis of Assisi, the patron saint'who looks after all 
animals. RA. Coon went on to say that in the book of Gen­
esis it is written that God made a covenant with all living 
creatures.

It was beautiful and very touching. Missi Girl sat wip­
ing a tear out of her eye. Mohrle had become very quiet 
and looked up to Barnie.

Barnie nodded. “That was a great speech, a great party.” 
And just before they went home Woodstock remarked, 
“Why can’t it always be like this? Everybody getting along 
with one another.

“I wish a merry Christmas to all."

mm

HI* ♦

The Lights

jUbYMANSBRIDGE

The sights in Cookshire-Eaton include these decorated homes. Record photographer Perry Beaton says the 
best time to take pictures of Christmas lights is just at dusk, when there's still a little bit of sun left.
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We offer

Including :
• Examinations • Annual visits 
* Cleanings • Modifications 
• Electro-acoustic exams

AT NO
W HEAR!

Do you have a hearing problem?
Do you know someone who does?

Did you know that:
1 person in 10 suffers from hearing loss?
1 person in 3, 65 years and older, suffers from hearing loss? 
1 person in 2, 75 years and older, suffers from hearing loss? 
Only 1 person in 100 consults!

FREE CONSULTATIONS AND EXAMINATIONS 
FREE» HEARING AID

I can hear but... I don't understand!
Do any of these sound familiar to you?

YES NO
I I [ ] My ears ring or hum.

I I I I People must speak louder to me.

I__ I When several people talk at once, I have difficulty understanding.

I I I I I don' 't go to the theater or the movies or shows because I can't hear well.

□ □ I must turn the volume up on the television and the radio to clearly understand.

If you have answered yes to one or more of the above, 
you should consult a professional.

• We consult an eye specialist regularly.
• We consult a specialist for our teeth yearly.
• So why not consult a professional for our ears?

Take your hearing health in hand.

fiSHHHSHI

ante & Associés
AUDIOPRO THÉS i/S TES O'

New 100% digital technology
• Reduces background noises
• Maximizes voices
• No volume to control



Happy Holidays!

ATELIER FORTIN

General Repairs 
» and Welding

•Ét. -/il

^ 5 I

V -V •'*

™*r*"sr

Dominion Granite
Countertops & Monuments

<i)>May the beauty of 
the holidays shine 
throughout the season 
for you and yours.

DEPUIS’SINCE
1945
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The Trees The Thing

DAVID ANDERSON
Christmas in Waterloo.

819-876-2763 or (800) 567-2747
18 Campbell Street, Stanstead 

www.dominiongranite.com and www.greatgranite.com

May your Christmas be 

filled with happy traditions 

and heart-warming moments.

386 King St. East 260 King St. West 1875 King St. West

Sherbrooke

-PÉTROLES

W.W. CROOK
Sea&ut’a tyieetinyo!

FUELS

Heating oil

Fuels
Lubricants

Mike Crook, 
president
e-mail
mcrook^vetrokswwcroüiccom

Sherbrooke 
Magog 

Ayer’s Cliff 
Stanstead

819-345-3758
819-843-2769
819-838-4942
819-876-5835

1-888-wwcrook (992-7665) 
Fax: 819-838-5476

http://www.dominiongranite.com
http://www.greatgranite.com
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Greet
attractive colors
chosen and prepared by

9 color experts

Louise
Beaudoin-Côté
Owner

Marco Grégoire Marcel Gagnon
Paint consultant Paint consultant

Julie Soucy
Paint consultant

Martin St-Yves
Paint consultant

Patrick Craig Nathalie Amoult Véronique Laroche Cindy Beaudoin
Paint consultant Intenor Designer Intenor Designer Interior Designer

all under 1 roof...

deflrmond

800 , Conseil Street, Sherbrooke (Québec) 819 569-7095



Holiday Hours 
December 24: closing at 4 p.m.

December25-26: CLOSED 
December 31: closing at 4 p.m. 

January 1 & 2: CLOSED

^Holiday^greetings 
from alltfie team

Notre-Dame W., Stanstead
819-876-5811

Projfim

CHANTAL RICHARD 
PHARMACY

ymm

page 14 • Season’s Greetings • THE RECORD Thursday, Decem

The perfect 
winter drive

Discovering — or 
rediscovering — 

Richmond
By Claudia Villemaire 
Record Correspondent 
Richmond

T
ourist brochures and travel fold­
ers say little about the Rich­
mond region. Their focus is on 
the big stuff — mountain ski 
slopes, fancy accommodations and 

country inns, fine wining and dining 
and such. But whoa!

Exchange the salt spray and excessive 
speedsters and choose instead the gen­
tle curves and hills of roads where once 
stagecoaches trundled, travellers 
reached their destinations astride a 
fiery steed or simply donned snowshoes 
and silently walked through quiet

woodlands and across frozen water­
ways.

This region has a different kind of 
magic. History is around every corner. 
Heritage homes, constructed of locally 
produced brick and capped with roofs 
of slate, mined just a few miles from 
town.

Hills and valleys all seem to lean to-' 
ward the St. Francis river where early 
settlers began the arduous task of tam­
ing the land, clearing the forests and 
developing the rolling fields where, 
even in winter, remnants of a summer’s 
crop still peeks through the first layer 
of sparkling snow. The Craig Road was 
the first attempt at connecting Montre­
al and Boston with Quebec City.

Still well travelled, this historic trail, 
once the official stagecoach link be­
tween larger centres, still tempts the

Please see Drive on Page 15

BER 20, 2007

Window Dressing

DAVID ANDERSON

Waterloo’s shoemaker shop.

We hope you find plenty of holiday cheer 
under your tree this year! 

Here’s wishing you and your family a time 
of joy and peace at Christmas and a neiu 

year with all the good things in life.

êAti

France Bonsant m.p. 
Compton-Stanstead

1955 Belvedere S., SuitelOO 
Sherbrooke J1H 5Y3
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fill a big bag
fill a small bag

SCHEDULE FOR 
THE HOLIDAY 
SEASON:
December 24: open until 3:00 p.m.’

open until 1:00 p.m.2 
December 25 and 26: closed 
December 27 and 28: regular business hours 
December 31 : open until 3:00 p.m.’

open until 1:00 p.m.2 
January 1 and 2: closed
January 3 and 4: regular business hours

ACCÊSD INTERNET:

desjardins.com
ACCÈSD TELEPHONE: 

1-800-CAISSES

DESJARDINS ATMs

GIVING AND 
RECEIVING
Trusting someone is like giving a gift. 
The holidays are without a doubt a time 

for giving and receiving. Take the time 
to savour these special moments with 
your loved ones.

Thank you for trusting us.

It's more than a bank. It's Desjardins.

1 Caisse Desjardins
du Lac-Memphrémagog

2 Caisse Desjardins de Stanstead

p Desjardins
Money working for people

Snow Fall

Every homeowner can pop a few lights around a tree.
PERRY BEATON

Drive:
Cont’d from Page 14

passerby with views of now infamous 
CJM asbestos mine.

Just before slipping down the long 
hill that leads to Danville, sister town to 
Danville, Vermont, a magnificent view 
of the Mont Smith mountains bursts 
into sight, the Danville Pinnacle peak­
ing among the smaller mountains — 
once a copper mining area, now simply 
part of a panoramic view of the region. 
Looking down into the valley where a 
small river twists and turns across the 
valley floor — fertile fields, spiffy farm­
steads, slopes of hard and softwood 
trees present a scene guaranteed to 
calm in some small way the hurry and 
stress of holidays.

If one crosses the century-old steel 
bridge in Richmond, turning left at 
Chemin Melbourne, the old highway 
once again follows the river’s curves, 
hinting at a bit of history here and 
there. The footing for the covered 
bridge the ice swept away over a centu­
ry ago is still visible. Under a mile from 
that left-hand turn, the traveller, head­
ed for Racine or historical Valcourt, 
birthplace of the Bombardier snowmo­
bile, will pass St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, once the star on the back of the 
centennial $2 bill. Approaching the 150 
year mark, this church, also built of 
brick manufactured at the Richmond 
brick yard, is basically unchanged. The 
wide planks, straight-backed pews with 
small doors on each one, the hand- 
carved decorations, are still in full view. 
The sinners’ bench is still up front and 
the music director’s box or lodge is also 
intact at the back.

Going back into Melbourne village

and keeping a straight line 
past our original corner, we 
can once again follow the 
river’s winding ways towards 
Kirkdale and Ulverton. This 
road will eventually lead to 
Route 55 on-ramps all the way 
to Drummondville for the 
traveller whose time for sight­
seeing is limited. But if the 
schedule allows, one can ad­
mire the Holy Trinity church 
in Kirkdale where the flying 
buttress style of construction 
makes this Anglican church a 
rare and precious example of 
the pioneers priorities a cen­
tury ago. Again, bricks have 
stood the test of time, stained 
glass windows and hand 
carved interior decoration 
give this holy place special 
distinction — well worth slow­
ing down a bit to admire on 
the way to Ulverton.

Across a river flat where 
it’s said one man and his 
team of horses drowned dur­
ing a spring flood a century 
ago, the curious traveller 
finds the road rising just a 
bit. Around the first curve, a 
vista of heritage homes un­
folds. Here we find the stage 
coach inn where weary travellers could 
find a hot meal and perhaps a bath and 
probably a feather bed for the night. 
The stable where horses rested is still 
standing and several homes were built 
from lumber cut and sawed right in the 
village. At the bottom of the hill, we 
cross the Black River, once the byway for 
boat and canoe travellers that opened 
into

Please see History on Page 16

Warehouse 
discounts 

• continuel
TaHe an extra 

15-20% off already 
discounted items!

Early Bird
Boxing Day Sale!

Witty tees, boxers, pajamas, gift items,
& more for the whole family!

Warehouse open
Wednesday to Sunday 178 Queen St, Lennoxville QC (819)822-2537



page 16 • Season’s Greetings • THE RECORD Thursday, December 20, 2007

J

History:
Cont’d from Page 15

the St. Francis and could whisk folks 
down past Drummondville and eventu­
ally to Trois Rivières in a matter of days.

There are fine restaurants and ac­
commodations aplenty. Maybe the glit­
ter is missing but it’s aptly replaced by 
the mists of history, rising as day 
breaks, bathing church spires and tree 
tops in rainbow-hued white clouds. The 
sparkle of fresh snow on cross country 
trails touted to be one of the best cross 
country ski clubs in the province are 
also located in the hills just outside 
town.

There are small, intimate art exhibi­
tions scheduled during the holidays, 
concerts galore, Christmas teas and 
sales of handicrafts and home cooking.

Posters, notices and newspaper news 
of the region are always available and 
should provide all the information to 
any traveller willing to slow down and 
venture a detour letting the imagina­
tion picture this area as it appeared to 
those first hardy folk who began the de­
velopment we enjoy today.

Alexander Galt 
Regional High School

sW/.vrw s reel'inqs to all!

| St aton j !im

Robert Downey
Notary

85 Queen St., Lennoxville
•Wills (House Calls)
•Settlement of estates 
•Power of attorney 
•Purchase of house 
•Refinancing of mortgage
819-563-2424

»
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www.provigo.ca

Bright Lights, Big City
PERRY

BEATON

The lights 
at City 
Hall in 
down­
town 
Sherbroo 
lee.

Service Boulet
STOVES • REFRIGERATORS • FREEZERS • 

WASHERS • DRYERS • DISHWASHERS • 
COMMERCIAL COOLING SYSTEMS

Merry Christmas

‘ Gervais Boulet, owner

and Happy New Vearl

819-875-3684 i 
819-822-57171

Season's Greetings!

pnyvigo
Lennoxville

Bertrand Bilodeau
Director

http://www.provigo.ca
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brakes

mufflers

suspension

injection

Lennoxville skating, 
sliding and more

By Jen Young 
Record correspondent 
■ ■ |his is a real white Christmas 

with enough flakes to make per­
fect snow angels and frolic with 
the family. And enjoying the 

snow is a sure fire way to spend some 
quality time together.

“If you go outside and play in the 
snow you end up loving winter and 
there are numerous things to do to­
gether as a family in the borough,” says 
Lennoxville chief of recreation and 
leisure life Sarah Channell. “Building a 
snow fort, skating, and sliding is a 
memorable part of every childhood.”

Skating

Borough council has yet again 
arranged a special holiday contract with 
the Bishop’s University arena that will en­
able families to skate for free.

The $5,800 agreement allows resi­
dents to use the indoor arena on Thurs­
day, Dec. 27, 28, 29, and 30 from 1 to 5 
p.m.

“Bishop’s has been very generous since 
this is a very busy time of year for them,” 
Channell said. “They donate two hours 
and the borough pays for the other two.”

Starting Jan. 6 the free skating is avail­
able every Sunday from 12:45 p.m. to 2:45 
p.m.

Residents get cheaper rates at Montjoye.

The outdoor 
rink at Atto-Beaver 
Park on St. Francis 
Street is being 
flooded. With the 
sudden early week 
snowfall, Channell 
says employees 
have found the 
flooding difficult, 
but they still ex­
pect to open the 
heated shack and 
have the ice 
smooth by Satur­
day, Dec. 22.

The rink is al­
ways open, howev­
er the shack is 
unlocked and rink 
Please see Fun on 

Page 18

GOOD-YEAR —^

SELECT

Tires
• Cars
• Trucks
• Farms
• Recreation Vehicles

Getting
out as a
family
this
holiday

RLE

«ready for Winter»

Package

Seasons Greetings 
to all our clientele!

We wish atl our friends and customers a 
Merry Christmas atuf Best Wishes for the New Tear! 

Come see our iaiyv selection of gift ideas.

2881 College St., Lennoxville «819-562-9444

Goodyear Select Center
570 Wellington South, Sherbrooke, QC

819-346-5283

Includes:
• Oil change, replacement of filter and lube

• Check battery power and charging system

• Top-up of all engine fluids

• 4 litres of windshield washer fluid

• Front and rear brake inspection

• Check wipers and windshield washer system

• Check flashers and brake lights

• Check heating and temperature control system

• Adjust belts and hoses, if required

BY APP0INTEMENT.
Valid on most cars and small trucks, 

until January 31, 2008
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CAMPBELL, BELLAM & ASSOCIES INC.
INSURANCE BROKERS • COURTIERS D’ASSURANCES 

SINCE • DEPUIS 1901

• Personalized and professional 
service for all your insurance needs

467 Dufferin, Stanstead, QC JOB 3E0 
819-876-7114 • 1-888-876-7114

Centre de l'auto Prévost

298 Queen, Lennoxville, Qc, JIM 1K6 
Tel.: 819-346-9939 • Fax.: 819-346-1606

Car Parts - Mechanic Shop 
Mobile Tool Service 

Work Clothes (Big Bill) - etc. 
Undercoat

Frank Hould
Sales Manager

42 Park St. 
Lennoxville

819-564-1661

Our Pleasure, Serving You

Hairdressers: Rose Marie & Nancy

SALON ROSE MARIE

CONCRETE

340 Merrill St.,
Coaticook, Quebec J1A 1X4

Tel.: 819-849-2778 
(888) 849-5339

PREPARED
Concrete Piping • Septic Tanks

r?ajbfuf, 'tty<UidcUf&

ûy «un cuato*Hen& fia*u

Produits de Ciment 
Couillard Itée

TWt

S Merry
r.0oo^Cl ^mas

<&»****

IN THE TOWNSHIPS
SINCE 1948

Mow certified 
"5 star dealer"

(MiDeowfiCo/we^
W

See us online: www.bellveaucomeau. net

#
(URYSI1R
Dodge
Jeep

203 RAILROAD (819) 876-2785 STANSTEAD

Fun:
Cont’d from Page 17

employees are on hand only Monday to Friday 
from 1:30 p.m. to 10 p.m., from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
on Saturdays and from 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Sun­
days throughout the winter.

These times are tentatively set and over the hol­
idays skaters will need to have their own snow re 
moval tools handy.

“On the 24th and the 31st the rink will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on the 26th and the 2nd 
of January from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m. The shack will be 
closed on Christmas to give employees a chance to 
spend the holidays with their families, but the ice 
is still there to use. People who want to go and 
skate when the shack is not open, they just need to 
bring their own shovel to clean off the ice.”

groomed trails through the woods for skiing and 
snowshoeing, also free of charge to everyone.

Snow forts and sliding

If skating isn’t in the cards, the contract recent­
ly signed between the borough and Lennoxville El­
ementary School gives families a place to pull out 
those sleds, or offers some wide-open spaces for 
fort building.

The borough handed over $5,000 towards new 
play equipment for children to use while in school 
and in return, residents may use the grounds out­
side of school hours. School hours are 8 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; classes end Friday and 
start up again Jan. &

Cross-country skiing,
SNOWSHOEING

Montjoye discounts

Sherbrooke residents get a discount when ski­
ing at the Montjoye ski hill in North Hatley. Bor­
ough offices offer 20 per cent discounts off ski 
passes. Channell says residents only need to pre­
sent themselves at thejborough office with a 
photo ID. The office is closed from the 23rd to the 
2nd of January.

The CHARMES agency has been 
working overtime packing down the 
bike trails, used in winter months for 
cross-country skiing. With all the snow 
CHARMES employees have been on the 
paths frequently with snow mobiles 
and three-wheelers, packing down the 
snow for smooth skiing. The main trail, 
which runs all the way to North Hatley, 
begins on Winder Street behind Paradis 
Garage and stays open free of charge 
throughout the winter months (provid­
ing ice does not become a problem).

The Johnville Bog, situated on the 
North Road in Johnville, is open 
throughout the holidays from sun up 
to sun down, offering kilometers of

nn
DERUSHA SUPPLY
17U

You Produce, Well Supply!

Serving Since 1978

[

Monument Industry 
Counter Top & Dimensional 

Stone Fabrication 
Sign & Glass Industry 

Masonry Trade 
Construction

Happy Holiday Season!
Stanstead, Québec

Tol:(819) 876-2722 Toll Free:(800) 567 6199

Skating in 
Sherbrooke

A*
/-\°i

JL Xsv

n early start to winter this year means many out­
door skating rinks in Sherbrooke are already 
open and in good enough shape to lace up your 
skates and enjoy.

The city notes the promenade along Lac-des-nations, 
the ice ring in André Viger park in the Jacques Cartier bor­
ough as well the skating rink in Parc Nault in Brompton 
borough are open. The Sylvie Daigle won’t be available 
this winter, however.

In the Mont-Bellevue borough, several rinks are open 
including the ones in parc Alfred-Élie-Dufresne; parc An- 
drew-Sangster; parc du Belvédère; parc Paul-Marinand 
parc de Marie-Médiatrice (accessible from Jolliet Street).

Skating rinks in other parks, including Galt, Alguéric- 
Bussière et Arsène-Goyette, will be ready this week.

Outdoor rinks in other boroughs are not open yet, but 
should be in the coming days. All should be open in time 
for the Christmas holidays.

For information about rinks in your neighbourhood 
call your borough office. Here they are: Brompton, 819- 
846-2757; Fleurimont, 819-565-9954; Jacques-Cartier, 819- 
822-6060; Lennoxville, 819-569-9388; Mont-Bellevue, 
819-563-3993; Rock Forest-Saint-Élie-Deauville, 819-564- 
7444.

'Y? Happy Holidays!

CLINIQUE VETERINAIRE
COATICOOK, QUE.

Dr. R. Dodier, M.V. Dr. P. Cardyn, M.V
Dr. A. Renard, M.V. " ----------- -■
Dr. Vincent Caldwell, M.V.
Dr. Virginie Filleau, M.V.
Dr. Stéphanie Morais 
Dr. Danielle Fournier-Lévesque 
Dr. Julie Roux-Therrien

Dr. P. Brassard, M.V.
Dr. J, Porter, M.V.
Dr. Eric Martineau, M.V. 
Dr. Philippe Voghell, M.V. 
Dr. Walter Canzani 
Dr. Céline Leheurteux

\ ^ 819-849-4865
TCI (after business hours: 819-346-0317) S®
^490 MAIN ST. W. Fax: 819-849-9492 COATICOOK, QUE.*U

http://www.bellveaucomeau
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on o We wou}(j like t0 take a moment to 
o 0 wish you and your family a very Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year!

•hk*»' jhovey@sherbrookerecord.com yr°bert@ rT”*
al@sherbrookerecor . Sherbrookerec0fd.c

— TH E »

RECORD
Advertising Consultants

(819) 569-9525

It’s been a pleasure to serve 
you this past year, and we 
look for new opportunities 

in 2008!

Jo-Ann Hovey Yves Robert
mduv com

mailto:jhovey@sherbrookerecord.com
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By David Ellis 
Special to The Record

I
 remember back last winter when I 
had a conversation with a gentle­
man from Montreal. We were both 
in Granby participating in the 
Royal Canadian Legion’s annual dart 

tournament. In between playing in the 
event, the two of us were standing at 
the bar enjoying a beer while chatting.

“You say you’re from Stanstead? Isn’t 
that the quaint village in the Eastern 
Townships nestled along the Vermont 
border?" the chap asked me. attractions.

I replied yes and went on to tell him This brings me to what Stanstead has 
that Stanstead was turning into a hap- °^er during the festive holiday sea- 
pening place. With the addition of new son- 1116 vi.llaSe is the gateway for U.S. 
housing projects and industry in recent an<^ Canadian travellers who venture to 
years, the town has created a prosper- higher populated cities of Sher- 
ous opportunity for local residents and Brooke, Quebec City and Montreal. But 
out-of-town job seekers. I also related Christmas also seems to bring out the 
how the village always comes together hest in Stanstead. For example, the 
many times during the year to promote many area restaurants serve different 
area businesses, restaurants and tourist tyPes °f menus to cater to holiday shop­

pers who stop on 
their way to their 
buying excursions.

The granite mu­
seum on Notre 
Dame Boulevard 
in the Rock Island 
sector is a great 
place to visit to 
learn about the 
local industry. The 
Colby-Curtis muse­
um on Dufferin 
Street also has its 
own unique aura 
of the village’s yes-

private citizens adds to the impact that 
Stanstead has to welcome everyone 
from far and near.

“I’ve been to Stanstead on a couple of 
occasions,” the gentleman added, “I’ve 
always been greeted warmly by every­
one there.”

“Always' something different about 
Stanstead. The new shopping centre on 
Fairfax is booming. Dufferin is going 
through some positive reconstruction. 
Rock Island and Beebe sectors are spruc­
ing up. The town is definitely thriving, 

teryear. At night, a December drive Socially and culturally. Just in time for 
through Stanstead reveals how the resi- the holidays,” I said, 
dents from Fairfax to Railroad to Wood- After we finished our drinks and said 
side streets are all in the holiday mood, our good-byes, I couldn’t help but to 
decorating their houses with colourful- smile with a sense of pride. I was proud 
ly adorned Christmas lights and nativi- to say I am a Stanstead resident. To be a 
ty scenes. The breathtaking winter part of what the town is all about is a 
views of Lake Memphremagog and the joy in itself. Believe me. 
white-capped ski mountains of Jay Peak,
Orford and Owl’s 
Head can be seen 
from Stanstead.
The Yuletide spirit 
is everywhere 
throughout.

The local econo­
my depends on 
tourism. Experi­
encing what 
Stanstead is all 
about makes peo­
ple come back 
time after time.
Friendliness, cour­
teous and charm 
from storekeepers 
to restaurateurs to

Stanstead? 
He’s loving it

Restos, shopping and nativity scenes

Season's Greetings
from Dentist

Dr. Simon Roy & Team
Merry Christmas and the very best for 2008!

My commitment to my patients: 
“...Patience and a gentle touch!"

77 Clough Street, Sherbrooke 
(Borough of Lennoxville) 

819-822-4616

Wintery Resident

This snow lady resides in Waterloo.
DAVID ANDERSON

yfemj (fhmtmm
& dfapfy Sfem fear2008

Rejoice in the Pdpirit f(ffristmas which is dfeace, 
^Ohw mirache of (ffiristmas wfiicfi is jffope, 

ddndfhe heart of (fhristmas which is Sfhove. 
ddff of us join in wisfiing each andevertjone 

ddhappy PÂofîday P/éason and a peacefidddfew ffear.

VILLE DE

mnGOG

Vicki May Hamm, Ward No. 5, Alain Vanden Eynden, Ward No. 4, Denise Poulin-Marcotte, Ward No. 3, Stéphane Simard, 
Ward No. 2, Michel Bombardier, Ward No. 1, Marc Poulin, Mayor, Jocelyne Mongrain, Ward. No. 10, Serge Gosselin, Ward 
No. 9, Gilles Robinson, Ward No. 8, Gilbert Kurt Boucher, Ward No. 7 et Jacques Laurendeau, Ward No. 6.

THE EXPRESSION 
OF YOUR STYLE

Coiffure

pmoeusc

umaA all (your Tunned evtU 6e fatted uulA 
AappctteM, <utd (fhnéiùrute cheer dctnùty (Ala, 

holid/xcy aertaeut. . AetttA tyoec fan, (your support 
ull tAnouyA tAe puat (yecvt.

a*td

nteio 'Tfeevi!
4290 Bruchési St.
Sherbrooke
819-569-9147

address
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JEN YOUNG

Family-run sleigh ride business Milby Meadows Farm has received more bookings than last year and they point to 
the early snowfall.

You suffer from chronic bronchitis The Lung Association’s

or emphysema... You are among r> r> t a u WF (f\ r* c “
the 250 000 Quebecers struggling £> K rL A 1 H W K K b
with a COPD (chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease).

Help for People with COPD

We can help you breathe more easily! 1-866-717-COPD (2673)

IITIIMIII*

May you share

Snow makes 
for sleigh rides

‘Already getting calls, ’ 
says Harrison

By Jen Young 
Record correspondent

M
other Nature’s early delivery of snow this year 
has old and young praising the white stuff — as 
well as tuning up the snow mobile — and it also 
has the folks at Milby Meadows Farm working 
harder than ever readying their horses, sleigh, and equip-

Please see Sleigh on Page 22

JRD
JOLY RIENDEAU & DUKE ca

(COWANSVIltl) INC

Taxation, Accounting, Financial Services,
Estate Planning and Settlement, Farm Transfers
Cowansville Knowlton Sherbrooke
127 Principale, Suite 105 560 Ch. Knowlton 3490 Galt West
Cowansville Ville de Lac Brome Sherbrooke
450-263-4123 450-243-5021 819-566-2575 œ

KNOWLEDGE AND KNOW-HOW.

www.telephotofotosource.Sm
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18x optical zoom 
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1S Scene modes 
Urge 2.5" screen$169

OLYMPUS
EVOLT 510
10 megapixels 
Live view
Dust reduction system 
Image stabilization

*699
Téléphoto:
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218, Alexandre St. Sherbrooke 564-0033 •* 
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Sleigh:
Cont’d from Page 21

ment for the season. According to 
owner Bob Harrison the early snow has 
already led to large numbers of book­
ings.

“We didn’t have any snow last year 
until January,” says Harrison, who 
began the business with his wife two 
decades ago. “Last year we got more rain 
than snow and it’s no fun going on a 
wagon in the rain. Our season didn’t 
start until January last year.”

Bob and Jean Harrison have lived in 
Milby for the better part of their lives. 
Both have always loved horses and 
began their continuously expanding 
sleigh ride business as newlyweds. Over

the years, as their family grew, so did 
their business. The couple has spent 
decades competing in local fairs and 
horse shows, and have a room filled 
with ribbons and trophies to prove it in 
their Milby home. But, for Jean, the 
sleigh rides in particular are a special 
service the family farm provides.

“We just love the horses. They are a 
part of our family,” said Jean. “We start­
ed offering the sleigh rides to everyone 
because we wanted to give our friends, 
neighbors, and everyone a chance to 
enjoy the horses too. It’s nice to help 
families get together and do something 
together over the holidays. I love seeing 
old friends and meeting new people 
every year. Our community has been 
very supportive of us, and the horses, 
and this way we can give them some­
thing in return.”

Ï mSW

S-yCnt.* U-SVNSK

Police .searching the

■■INK —

RECORD

The Voice of the Eastern Townships Since 1897

The Record 
1195 Galt Street East, 
Sherbrooke JIG 1Y7 

Tel: 819-569-9528

Brome County News 
88 Lakeside Street, 
Knowlton JOE 1VO 
Tel: 450-242-1188

E-mail: accounting@videotron.ca

Give a gift subscription to family and friends 
help them stay in touch with people and 

events in the area.
A great holiday gift idea!

and

The couple — with the help of their 
sons Jeff, Jamie and Jody — offers winter 
scenic rides through wooded trails be­
hind their Route 147 Milby home, but 
their business has grown, with the fam­
ily packing up the horses and gear for 
rides as far away as Montreal, which de 
mands much preparation and work. 
Though they are prepared to head out 
of town, the couple prefers inviting rid­
ers to their home trails.

That takes work, too.
“I worked all last week on trails but 

now I have to start all over because I 
can’t even find them anymore,” Bob 
Harrison says. “I pull a sled and drag 
three fence posts. I have to do that at 
least two or three times a week, espe­
cially if it’s still snowing. It makes like a 
Skidoo trail and it has to be that way be­
cause the horses need good footing. 
They need traction to pull the sleighs.”

There are two types of seating 
arrangements, each accommodating 30 
individuals. This year’s abundant snow 
will make it easier to use the sleigh, but 
if the white stuff disappears then the 
couple can also use a wagon. Regardless 
of what type of sled is used, it’s the Har­
risons’ award-winning horses, consid­
ered part of their family, that will do

the hardest part.
Leading this season’s jingle-belled 

rides will be eight-year-old Major, who 
stands 17.2 hands high and has been 
part of the Harrison family for nine 
years, and five time Grand Champion 
winner new mare Christie, who stands 
taller than Major at 18 hands and was 
welcomed into the family last March.

The Harrisons pride themselves on 
their horses. Bob brags of Jake and 
Reno’s accomplishments since they’ve 
been around for the past five years and 
Harrison also looks forward to what 
Olivia, who was purchased in November 
from Indiana, will do after she foals. All 
the horses are expected to one day pull 
the family business sleds.

Each outing begins with a safety 
speech.

“You know, the obvious things, like 
don’t jump off,” he said.

The couple also asks that customers 
bring their hot chocolate, snacks or 
goodies in plastic containers to avoid 
any breakage.

Rides, which cost $50 for 15 individu­
als and last at least one hour, are avail­
able throughout the holidays, as well as 
throughout the winter months. Reserve 
early by calling 819-346-2177.

Step Lightly

DAVID ANDERSON
Christmas snow in downtown Waterloo.

mailto:accounting@videotron.ca
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Sled doggin’ it
‘Dogs are doing 
what they were 
meant to do’

By Jen Young 
Record correspondent

I
t’s the love of the canines, the feel 
of the fresh air, and the yearning to 
introduce people to the sport of 
sled dogging drove Eastman’s Mag- 
ali Halte and husband Bastien Lefevre 

to open their own activity centre last 
year.

“We’ve been sled dogging for 10 
years,” says Halte in between readying 
her outdoor trails for another season of 
Nordik Adventures, which will begin 
Wednesday, Dec. 26. “This is our second 
year offering it professionally. Last year 
we rented space in East Hereford and 
this year we decided to buy land where 
we live.”

Not only has the couple made sure 
that their 32 pure-bred, and three cross­
bred, huskies have settled well into 
their new home, but they will also be fo­
cusing on big expansions this year.

“We don’t just do sled dogging,” 
Halte says. “We are also working on the 
construction of the auberge and sugar 
camp.”

Halte says the dogs are the most pre­
cious part of their outfit.

“I love animals. Especially this breed 
of dog,” she says, referring to her blue­
eyed huskies. “We started with dogs 
that were abandoned at the SPA. People 
tend to get huskies because they are 
beautiful with their blue eyes, but they 
are very similar to a wolf and people

don’t real­
ize that. It 
is in a 
huskies’ 
character 
to be hyper.

“Some­
times they 
tend to eat 
cats and 
rabbits, but 
it is impor­
tant that a 
husky get a 
lot of exer­
cise. To us, 
the most 
important 
thing was 
making the 
dogs 
happy.”

All 35 of 
the cou- 
pie’s
huskies thoroughly enjoy a day of work, 
which consists of pulling two passen­
gers at a time through snowy winter 
trails. Each sled is pulled by five to seven 
dogs, depending on the terrain and the 
weight of the two passengers.

“It takes about two years for a dog to 
become a really good sled dog,” Halte 
says. “The older ones teach the younger 
ones. My husband is usually the guide 
for people who come out to sled dog, 
and I work behind the scenes. When 
people come they can be the driver or 
the person sitting, but either way sled- 
dogging is becoming more and more 
popular. It’s like a day cross-country ski­

ing through the woods. There is no 
motor running, like ski-dooing, and you 
are close to nature. The only thing you 
hear is the sounds of the dogs running

through the 
woods."

Despite the 
couple’s ambition 
to construct more 
attractions, Halte 
says they plan on 
staying a small 
business.

"We don’t want 
to get too big,” she 
says. “We want to 
stay small because 
there are more ad- 
vantages to the 
customers that 
way. This way we 
can take the time 
to make sure that 
visitors take the 
time and get the 
attention they 
need.”

Visitors have 
the option be­
tween a $65 ride 
for an hour and a 
half, or $95 for 
half a day — or a 

full day, which includes meals at the 
auberge, for $150. All.visits must be re­
served by calling 819-823-4747.

Service de Pneus Comeau inc.

IS HIRING!
ICT Group Inc (www.ictgroup.com) is a globally inte­
grated supplier of Customer Relationship 
Management (CRM) solutions. We operate over 50 
centres in 10 countries with more than 14,000 
employees.
WE ARE LOOKING FOR:

UNI PRO £;ie„,
suspension i

g ' ------ < A., injection

“Good services, 
good customers!" 

- Elvis

“Great people, 
great atmosphere!" 

■ Line

Please send your resume to:
email: Sherbrooke@ictgroup.com

or at 400-375 de Courcelette Street, 
Sherbrooke (Quebec) J1H 3X4

3 819-340-1651

“I.C.T., greatness 
made possible!" 

- Mélina

BILINGUAL CUSTOMER SERVICE AGENTS
We can offer you:

• Many opportunities for advancement
• Paid training
• Competitive hourly wages
• Regular wage increases
• Health care benefits
• Company funded RRSP
• Weekly pay
• Bonuses and compensation 

based on performance
All you need:

• Basic computer skills
• Capable of working flexible hours
• Good customer service skills
• A great attitude and eager to work!

W'wèiywi tfk kd ûk mmi and tfumgbiit É& year.
133 Angus St. South, 

East Angus
819-832-3928

http://www.ictgroup.com
mailto:Sherbrooke@ictgroup.com
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