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LAND OF ADVENTURE
AND DISCOVERY
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Makivik Corporation

Makivik is the ethnic organization mandated to repre-
sent and promote the interests of Nunavik. Its member-
ship is composed solely of Inuit beneficiaries of the
James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement (JBNQA)

Makivik's responsibility is to ensure the proper im-
plementation of the political, social, and cultural bene:
fits of the Agreement, and to manage and invest the
monetary compensation so as to enable the Inuit to
become an integral part of the northern economy.

Makivik News is published quarterly by Makivik's
Information Department. It is distributed free of charge
to Inuit beneficiaries of the JBNQA

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily
those of Makivik Corporation or its Executive

We welcome letters to the Editor, and submissions of
articles, artwork, or photographs. Piease include your
full name, address, and telephaone number
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Ai, Hello, Bonjour, Guten tag!

Our topic this issue is tourism. It's
an industry Makivik supports directly
with an in-house Tourism section
within the Economic Development
Department, piloted by Third Vice-
President Mark T. Gordon. The
Makivik Tourism staff bring years of
experience to a vital task in Nunavik’s
economic development

In southern Quebec people can
see billboards on the sides of buses
reminding Montrealers to smile, and
say “Bonjour!”
to tourists.
Communicat-
ing this mes-
sage to Nuna-
vik residents is
just one of the
many details
that occupy the
Tourism staff.
They also go to
numerous trade
shows, assist
TV crews want-
ing to film polar
bears, and pro-
mote Nunavik
as an exciting
adventure tour-
ism destination.

So, when
people from
faraway places
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like Germany or
Japan do land in a small Inuit com-
munity, after a long journey, and meet
someone like outfitter Marc
Annanack, something magic hap-
pens. All the logistics, the promotion,
the interviews on TV, and the trade
shows—all of that is forgotten when
visitors meet Marc and his family, and
go out on the land and discover
something that is indeed friendly,
beautiful, and wild.

To make sure that happens more
often, the tourism groundwork has to
be done, and that is the story we
bring you in this issue. We also report
on summer activity at the Kuujjuaq
Research Centre, the June hearings
of the High Arctic Exiles in Ottawa,
the project to get tax relief for Nuna-
vik, and Youth reports on an Austral-
ian voyage, summer science, and
youth camps.

Our first article, though, is on the
passing of a great man who made a
giant contribution to the people of
Nunavik: Mr. Taamusi Qumaq m
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Tourism Development: Real Adventure

Nunavik is known as the caribou capital of the world. Makivik's tourism development plan builds on this
foundation, and explores the potential for adventure tourism as well. Story pages 8-15

P AADMPC:
High Arctic Exiles: The June Hearings
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Bonus prizes
1 Agaguk Poster,

2 International Year of
Indigenous Peoples posters,
2 Makivik News T-Shirts.
Don't delay,
send your card today!

You could win $100 if
you identify what this
strange looking thing is.
Write down what you think
it is on a POSTCARD.
(No faxes or phone calls.
Entries must be mailed).

Mail to:

Makivik News Contest,
Inukjuak, P.Q.
JOM 1MO

Drawing will be held
in Inukjuak on Friday
November 19th, 1993.
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Maggie Jonas of Kuujjuag
won $100 by correctly identi-
fying this old mail box in Kuu-
jjuag. Lucky Sammy Shen-
nungnuk, also of Kuujjuaq
won the bonus prize: an au-
thentic Montreal Canadiens
Stanley Cup cap. Keep those
post cards coming!
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Saying Good-bye to
Taamusi Qumaag

dpLtds >4 T,
B AoA° BRSO, Q54
B o An 4Nt E X
| dLrY, AsdiaAc-

DDt PPP b Ao
790",

On a summer after-
noon in Povungnituk, §
people gather to pay
their last respects to
Taamusi Qumaq, who |
died at the age of 79.
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Adieu, Taamusi Qumaq

Friday July 16th was a hot sunny day in Povungnituk.
Kids swam in the river all day to cool off from the 22°C heat.
Barges came and went from the Cecelia Desgagne supply
ship, unloading a year's worth of construction supplies, new
trucks, and dry goods.

At 1:45 in the afternoon, church bells started ringing.
The children looked up from their swimming, briefly hushed.
A funeral scheduled for 2:00 on this splendid summer after-
noon would bring the town to a halt. People started arriving
in the Anglican church even before the bells started to ring.
The funeral was for the elder statesman of Nunavik,
Taamusi Qumagqg, who had died, at the age of 79, the previ-
ous Tuesday afternoon.

All knew, in Povungnituk, that Qumag’s life was one of
accomplishment. The medals from Quebec, and Canada—
the highest medals each government had to offer—testified
to that. They were there, displayed in the front of the church
for people to look at, as they found seats among the pews,
and extra chairs. Eventually, all places were taken, even
floor space, and window ledges were full with people. So
many people that it wasn’t until 2:20 that the Canadian
Rangers, in their bright red sweatshirts carried in the
wooden coffin, flown up from Val D’Or by the Co-op, con-
taining Qumag’s body.

There was silence in the church. Just the sound of a
few mosquitoes buzzing, the sound of the hot afternoon, as
pent-up emotions waited for a chance to be released.
Zebedee Nungak wiped sweat from his brow as he readied
to play the first hymn on the church organ. And then it hap-
pened. As the music played, many sang, as best they
could, the verses of the hymn, but the chorus was punctu-
ated with the wails of people remembering the life of
Taamusi. Crying and singing at the
same time. What a sound. It seemed to
pour out the screened windows into
the crisp blue sky outside.

Then one by one, testimonials
about the life of Taamusi Qumag.
Povungnituk Mayor Noah-Adamie
Qumaluk, former mayor Harry Tulugak,
Makivik First Vice-President Zebedee
Nungak, Annie Palliser-Tulugak,
Reverend Aipilie Napaaqtug, Isa
Koperqualuk, and Maurice Achard
from the Quebec Government. Alto-
gether, they recounted the life of a re-
markable man.

Taamusi Qumagqg was born Janu-
ary 1st, 1914 on Nigsiturlik Island in
Hudson’s Bay. Although he never went
to school, he has contributed enor-
mously to the development of educa-
tion for the Inuit of Nunavik. His public life began in 1959
with the creation of the first non-governmental Arctic co-
operative. He formed the first Community Council in
Povungnituk in 1962, and was Head of the council between
1962 and 1968, ensuring that all citizens had the right to
vote for their council. Soon afterwards, he became involved
with education, and served as president of the Parents
Committee at the local Povungnituk school from 1968 to

MAKIVIK NEWS
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1972. During this time, Qumagq traveled extensively in the
South, and discovered some of the fundamental elements
of democratic society—namely independent government,
and a free press. These notions he took back with him to
Nunavik where he worked to create the first FM radio sta-
tion in Povungnituk, and engaged in a political quest for
Inuit self-government. To this end he grew close to the Parti
Québecois and met with René Lévesque, eventually attend-
ing a PQ convention in 1977.

During the time of the James Bay negotiations, and af-
ter the signing of the Agreement, Taamusi Qumaq lead a
group opposing the Agreement, known as Inuit Tungavingat
Nunamini (ITN). He eventually left the movement and
worked alongside Makivik Corporation, in recent years act-
ing as a member of the Inuit Justice Task Force.

His contributions to the preservation of Inuit culture are
perhaps the most significant. In 1970 he created a library in
Povungnituk. A museum followed in 1977. In between, he
produced an encyclopedia on traditional culture called
Sivulitta Piusitugangit.

Then began the long task to produce an Inuktitut dic-
tionary. It took more than a decade to compile a book full of
words describing every facet of Inuit life. At first the work
was unpaid, but eventually, grants were obtained, with the
assistance of the Avataq Cultural Institute from the Quebec
Department of Cultural Affairs. Indeed Avatag was instru-
mental in obtaining grants and transcribing the words onto
computer in syllabics. The dictionary, “Inuit Ugausillaringit”
(true Inuit words), was published by Avatag and Laval Uni-
versity Press in 1991.

The importance of the dictionary was highlighted in the
speeches made that Friday afternoon. The Quebec Govern-
ment representative spoke in French to the crowd, which
was translated instantaneously. Maurice Achard said, “Writ-
ing a dictionary is a huge task that takes years of research.
Since he wrote a dictionary in his language, it is the most
important thing a man can do for his people. Many Inuit

3 o ol
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Signing his dictionary at the Avataq Cultural Institute.

peoples have lost their language, in Russia and Siberia for
example. But in Nunavik, thanks to Taamusi Qumag, you
will always have your language.”

In the final years of his life, Qumaq continued to work,
diversifying his interests in areas of vital interest to the
population of Nunavik. He was working on an extension of
his encyclopedia when he passed away. Among his papers,
which his relatives have turned over the Povungnituk Coun-
cil, his latest additions were on the stars, the human body,
and birds. As this is work of a cultural nature, the Mayor has
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Adievu, Taamusi QuMaAaaq

written to Mary Palliser, President of Avataqg to assure the
cultural institute that these papers will be made available to
Avatag.

He was also one of the members of the Inuit Justice
Task Force, which had spent the past two years examining
the justice services in Nunavik. Most of his fellow task force
members attended the funeral—Chairman Zebedee
Nungak, Christina Baron, Peter Matte, and Simiunie
Sivuarapik. Lolly Annahatak could not be there.

Asked to asses the contribution Taamusi Qumaq made
to the work of the Inuit
Justice Task Force,
Zebedee Nungak
says, “He gave the
task force legitimacy
among the population
because he was so
well respected. Peo-
ple opened up to him.
He helped tremen-
dously by demon-
strating to people that
the work on justice
was serious business,
and that it took Inuit
values into account.
He lectured justice au-
thorities about Inuit
traditional  values,
something | could not
do because it took a
special kind of elder 3 r
todoit." ' -

During the service, when Nungak spoke, he recounted
the story of how Taamusi Qumagq had helped his family dur-
ing his childhood while his father was in the hospital for
three years. Reflecting on the contribution human beings
can make to their communities, and to society at large,
Nungak concluded his comments by saying, “We have
been blessed by his presence. And if we are truly thankful
of having him among us, we should rededicate ourselves to
live better lives.”

Qumag’s coffin, draped in the red flag of the Rangers,
was covered with flowers and wreaths placed there by
many Nunavik organizations. The Rangers carried the cof-
fin to the back of the church, where it was opened, and
people filed past, some touching Taamusi’s head.

Qutside, the school bus, previously under canvas for
the summer, had been put into action to bring people to the
cemetery a few miles outside of town. Soon a convoy of
vehicles, led by an open pick-up truck with the coffin, drove
out, creating a cloud of dust, towards the old cemetery, not
the new one, with the earth you can dig down into, but the
old one composed only of rocks, some covered with black
and green Arctic moss.

Under a splendid afternoon sky, as blue as sapphires,
the Rangers lowered the casket into the depression in the
stones, prepared ahead of time. More prayers, a few short
speeches, a moment of silence, and then it was time to
cover up the brown wooden coffin. All helped to put a rock
on top And when it was finished, people surrounded the
grave one again, looking at the fresh wooden cross flanked
by the flowers brought from the church. Slowly people dis-
persed, heading back to the village. The kids returned to
the river to swim in the cool northern water m
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Tourism Triumphs
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At a dinner table in a chic Paris hotel a waiter deposits
the main course in front of superbly dressed men and
women with enormous influence on the French tourism in-
dustry. On the menu tonight is a special treat: Caribou, Arc-
tic Charr, Muskox, Ptarmigan and other delicacies flown in
from Nunavik. For the French, it is an event. Exotic, wild,
and delicious.

Relief is clearly evident on the faces of the Makivik
tourism officials as they dine, devouring the exquisitely pre-
pared country food, displayed like paintings on fine white
china dishes, in the plushest of surroundings.
Planned for months ahead of time, the event is
a smashing success, another jewel in the
crown of the fledgling Makivik Tourism Depart-
ment.

In an industry where some sort of market-
ing edge is vital to attract people to visit your
neck of the woods, rare food never prepared
before in a country legendary for its fine cuisine
is a stroke of marketing genius. The French lit-
erally eat it up, and another tourism project is
completed.

The event took place in the first week of
May, 1993 at the Trianon Palace Hotel, next to
the Chateaux Versailles. It was a joint project
between Makivik Tourism, the Canadian Em-
bassy in Paris, the Government of the North-
west Territories, and Tourism Canada.

As part of the effort to position the Nunavik region in
the minds of international tourists, Makivik staff worked tire-
lessly on details such as linking up the best chef in the Ho-
tel Institute of Quebec with a top French chef. They worked
out menu details, and arranged for top grade country food
to be flown from Johnny Peters’ Inuksiutiit Country Food
Store in Kuujjuag, to Montreal, and then onto Paris. Arrang-
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ing for the production of a seven minute video in surround
sound stereo, and the presence of throat singers to perform
before the meal was also the work of Makivik’s tourism
staff. It was a triumph of logistics.

Awareness is Key

A big part of the tourism industry is simple: let people
in your target market know you exist. Thus the major activ-
ity is a combination of public relations, communications,
advertising, and selling. In an industry where marketing
budgets can be huge (in the tens of millions of dollars),
Makivik has to be ingenious in how it spends its tourism
dollars. Since January of this year, a bit of luck, some stra-
tegic decisions, and plenty of hard work have produced a
huge amount of publicity on the Nunavik region.

The decision to assist in the Canadian premiere of the
film version of Agaguk in January was one of those inspired
ideas. Makivik News has reported on the film, and the
events surrounding the premiere in the Spring edition. Fol-
lowing the screening, a tremendous amount of publicity
was generated about the Nunavik region. Makivik Tourism
officials were soon swamped with requests from journalists
for interviews about the region after they had seen, heard,
or read reports from the reporters who had attended the
most northern film premiere in Canada. A chain reaction of
interest was generated. Soon Peter Palmer, Makivik's Tour-
ism Director was on Sonya Benezra with a couple of throat
singers flown down from Nunavik to talk some more about
the region.

At the same time, the Radio Quebec program Oxygene
filmed two complete half hour episodes in Nunavik. One fo-
cused on a picture perfect polar bear photo safari, an event
that not only captivated television audiences, but made the
front cover of La Presse on a Saturday, an edition seen by
thousands of Quebecers. The other program featured the
cross country ski trekking exploits of adventurer Donald
Briere as he skied from Inukjuak to Chisasibi.

Asked to assess the value of this sort of publicity gen-
erated by events such as Agaguk, Palmer says, “We
counted over forty different radio slots, fifty television re-
ports, and maybe another fifty articles in the print media. If
you want to equate that into a dollar sign, it's well over a

million dollars in return publicity for the region.” The Na-
tional Film Board called. CBC and Radio Canada were on
the line. All the major networks in Canada phoned. A cou-
ple of US television stations called long distance. People
who wanted to do more movies in the North sent faxes. “A
year and a half ago, when we were at the beginning of our
tourism work here, | would get about five calls a day. After
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Planning tourism strategy in Paris

Nunavik Tourism

Agaguk, we were getting fifty to sixty calls a day for a
while,” says Palmer.

It's not going to stop either. The shows produced in the
spring and summer of 1993 will be seen by other journal-
|5ts and more interest will be created. Currently in the

- works is a feature article
in the prestigious natural-
ist magazine Canadian
Geographic. It has as-
signed one of their best
writers, David Pelly, and
top Arctic photographer
Hans Blohm to do a fea-
ture story in an upcoming
edition.

On top of this pub-
licity generated by out-
side sources, the Makivik
Tourism Department has
produced its own publi-
cations in the past year
to get the tourism mes-
sage out in Nunavik,
southern Quebec, and
beyond. The Nunavik
Tourism newsletter is a
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quarterly publication de-
signed to let all residents of Nunavik know on a regular ba-
sis what is happening in the area of tourism development. It
is currently being delivered inside Makivik News. A glossy,
full colour Nunavik tourism brochure was recently updated.
It contains a pouch in the middle for other tourism pam-
phlets, and vital contact numbers on the back cover for the
key Nunavik contacts. 15,000 copies of the regional bro-
chure were printed in Inuktitut, English, and French. It's
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Maiden Voyage

The Manakora Ill made its maiden voyage in Arctic waters
this summer. The 67 foot sailing vessel left Montreal in July,
traveled around the Labrador
coast to Kuujjuag, where it
spent three days refueling,
and taking on passengers in
mid August.

It has a capacity for 10
tourists, and four crew, and
has complete kitchen,
shower, and bathroom facili-
ties. It's powered by sail or
diesel engine.

The vessel sailed
through McLelan Straight on
the way back to Montreal,
stopping in places such as
Eclipse Harbour, and Saglek
Fjord.

Passengers on board this summer report seeing
breathtaking scenery in the Torngat mountain range, as well
as spotting plenty of wildlife.
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Peter Palmer promoting Nunavik tourism on
Sonya Benezra's show with throat singers

used at trade shows and by travel agents to sell the region.
Also, a new brochure on adventure tourism was produced
this spring designed for people interested in hiking, moun-
tain climbing, kayaking, sailing, and observing traditional
Inuit hunting practices.

The Tourism Crew

At Makivik Corporation, the Tourism section is within

the Department of Economic Development, presided over
by Mark T. Gordon (see interview in this issue). Tourism Di-
: rector Peter Palmer

works under the direc-
tion of Department
Head Bruno Pilozzi.
Claire Girouard, previ-
ously Makivik’s Office
Manager in Lachine is
putting the contacts
she has made in
~ Nunavik over the past
. decade to good use as
Tourism Co-ordinator.
. It's a fresh challenge for
Claire, involving a tre-
mendous amount of at-
tention to detail when it
comes to organizing
trips for 50 journalists
(as in the Agaguk trip), or television
shoots, which she organized for the Ra-
dio-Québec crew working for Oxygéne.
Claire also traveled on the trip with the
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crew and gained firsthand experience in
developing the region for much sought after tourists.

Co-ordinator Donald Watt brings vital insight to the
Makivik team as operator of an outfitting camp. At trade
shows, Watt brings first-hand knowledge of what it’s like at
a camp, and communicates with Inuit effortlessly.

Louis Mercier, based in Quebec City, is also a key
player on Makivik's Tourism team. Soon, Makivik will be
quite visible on one of the most popular streets in down-
town Quebec City. The new office in Quebec City will house
a new location for Kigaq Travel, and offer visitors key infor-
mation about Nunavik as an exciting new travel destination.

In the region itself, the Nunavik Tourism Association
(NTA) is a year old. It had its first annual general meeting in
June of 1993. On the agenda were topics such as the tour-
ism development plan for region 10 (the number designated
by Tourism Quebec), Muskox Hunting, and a Guide Training
Course planned by the Kativik School Board. Members of
the NTA benefit from being listed in a full colour brochure
promoting the Nunavik region. Also, the NTA will represent
members at trade shows with its booth in North America,
Europe, and soon in Asian markets. The NTA also provides
members with strong bargaining power when it comes to
buying supplies, says Secretary Treasurer Serge Tessier.

There are also a growing number of tourism entrepre-
neurs in the Nunavik region. Like on any hockey team there
are veterans, and rookies. Among the veterans in the
Nunavik region are Tommy Cain, Bob and Johnny May, Bob
Deer, Stanley Annanack, Bobby Snowball, and Johnny
Adams. Bob Deer has a snowmobiling and dog team pack-
age working out of Salluit. Johnny Adams has a package on
the European markets that is well defined. These are some
examples of the tourism packages currently available.
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Nunavik Tourism

The rookies are people like Lucassie Billy Etok who is
putting a package together in the spectacular Torngat
mountain range near Kangigsualujjuag. Allan Gordon is an
example of a young Inuk who has built up his outfitting
business from scratch. Gordon traveled with some of the
Makivik tourism staff to promote Nunavik at US trade
shows. He owns a camp about forty miles northwest of
Kuujjuaq. Lucassie Tuktoo does not have a business, yet,
but is working with Makivik’s Tourism division promoting the
region at trade shows. And Isaac Anowac from Umiujaq

At
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Issac Anowac: Developing the splendours of Richmoend Gulf
near Umiujaq

brings tourists to the Richmond Gulf area by boat, and also
offers various packages. Mark and David Annanack round
out the rookie roster. Mark has a new brochure promoting
his outfitting business near Kangigsualujjuaq. Both have
worked at southern trade shows promoting their packages.

Tourism and Inuit Culture

We had reported two years ago about the growing
tourism industry in Makivik News. It was clear at that time
that the backbone of the industry was the hunting and fish-
ing sector, and this continues to be the case. There is an
abundance of fine game hunting in the region, and it is eas-
ily accessible from major U.S. and Canadian markets. Daily
flights take sport hunters and folks who like fishing from
Montreal to Kuujjuaq. From there, it's a short hop by twin
otter to an outfitter's camp. The bulk of the tourism budget
is spent maintaining this industry on the trade show circuit.

A growing area, and one that the Tourism Department
is working towards developing over the long term, is the
adventure tourism market. This is where the awareness,
and publicity created on television shows, and in glossy
colour magazines pays off. Many people are looking for ad-
venture when they travel. As Mark T. Gordon says, “It's an
upscale market that can afford paying the high airfare to get
to the region, and then be interested in the people who live
there.” And that’s where the work to tell the population of
Nunavik what tourism is all about also pays off.

Guiding tourists is viewed by some as a traditional Inuit
activity. One must remember that the major expeditions to
the North Pole in the past were only achieved with the vital
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assistance of skilled Inuit guides. Thus, the preservation of
Inuit culture is a key selling point in the industry. Europe and
South America may have great trekking paths, but they
have nothing that comes close to the natural hospitality,
friendliness, and easy joking manner of the Inuit. The eco-
tourists want to see Inuit practicing tradi-
tional hunting activities—in the summer
hunting by boat, or kayak, and in the win-
ter and spring, camping out in an igloo,

PONOMAREFF

and hunting by ski-doo or dog team.
Peter Palmer has a clear message for
| youth who wonder about the place of tradi-
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tional culture in the modern world, “Master
the traditional skills such as sewing, kayaking, igloo build-
ing, and dog teaming. Because of your language skills in
English French and Inuktitut, you'll be able to explain the
Inuit culture, and demonstrate it at the same time to the
tourists. Those activities have real value in the tourism in-
dustry. The man who made the igloo for the Agaguk
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Musical Attractions

Inuit music is becoming a tourism
draw on its own. In past years the East-
ern Arctic Summer festival has drawn
larger and larger crowds to hear a
week’s worth of Inuit musicians, story
tellers, and home grown performers like
Mathiusie Tulugak of Povungnituk who
makes crowds roar with laughter.

In Inukjuak, meanwhile, a small re-
cording studio has been built, bit by bit,
during 1993, and features some very
impressive recording equipment. The
Inukjuak Artists Association used the equipment, purchased
with the assistance of Makivik Corporation, to hold its first Nu-
navik Concert on Thursday August 5th, which attracted per-
formers from all over Nunavik.

There is quite a lot of local talent in Inukjuak alone. The
Association has listed among its membership: 12 throat sing-
ers, 6 accordion players, 3 Jewish harpists, 2 fiddlers, 12 vo-
calists, 25 guitarists, 12 bass players, 6 drummers, 12
keyboardists, and 8 harmonica players. Enough for several
bands.

The Association plans to work with tour promoters to in-
clude summer festival events in tourism packages.
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Nunavik Tourism

premiére was in his 40s or 50s. When he’s no longer with

us, we'll need young people who can do the same thing.”
We reported in our last issue that Inuit are adept at

adapting the capitalist economy to their traditional way of

life, and values. The tourism industry offers perhaps the
| I

C O P>ALR, kY D), Ped APd.
At a US Trade Show (L-R): Peter Palmer, Allan Gordon, Peter Ruboyianes,
Lucassie Tuktu, Claire Girouard

best match for preserving that lifestyle, and its values, and
interacting with the capitalist economy. It's being done right
now in Coral Harbour in the Northwest Territories. There,
the Inuit have hired professional consultants in marketing
and the ecology to tailor their tourism offerings to a very
specific market: eco-tourism. For $5,000 tourists can ex-
pect to encounter walrus, caribou, polar bears, and beluga
whales. The soul of the tour, though, is the chance to learn
about the Inuit lifestyle directly from the source.

Similar packages already exist in Nunavik. Point de
Vue Tours, based
in Montreal, is mar-
keting a seven day
package in the
Richmond  Gulf
area for about
$4,000 which of-
fers  much the
same experience.
The promotional
material entices
adventurers to
learn about “the
life of the Hudson
Bay Inuit. The raw
beauty of the North
and its wildlife.”

People who
have taken similar
tours to Nunavik
have returned home with memories etched in their minds
forever. Memories of sensational starry nights and northern
lights, watching belugas cavort in crystal clear water, the
colour purple contrasted with bright green leaves, berry
picking in summer, or dog sledding in winter, watching a
guide build an igloo at -40°C snug in a caribou skin parka.

There’s no doubt the region has tremendous natural
gifts to offer tourists. The Makivik Tourism crew knows it
well. It's on their minds as they travel to trade shows, shut-
tle eager journalists to Nunavik, observing the delight first
time visitors have in experiencing a different world: friendly,
beautiful, and wild! m
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Mark T. Gordon, inter-
viewed July 21st by
Makivik News. We
spoke foran hour, here
are the highlights of
our conversation.
Photo by Hans Blohm
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Iinterview: Mark T, Gordon

M ark T. Gordon is the Third Vice-President of Makivik
Corporation. He is responsible for Economic Development.

Makivik News: Your files include Tourism, Inter-Com-
munity Trade, and Youth. That's a pretty strong combina-
tion. What do you think the economic future for the Youth of
the region looks like?

Mark T. Gordon: There are certainly a lot of opportuni-
ties, and a lot of hidden ones that are available. When you
look at the job market today, and you see the number of
people working in the region, we find that there are a lot of
professional jobs which the youth could occupy if they take
the proper education and training, and go onto to higher
levels of college or university.

MN: In June you held a one day conference on Inter-
Community Trade for government officials. During the con-
ference there was some open discussion of the displace-
ment of the system of sharing food with a new system of
buying it under Inter-Community Trade. How do you think
the two systems will co-exist side by side?

MTG: There is a lot of re-evaluation that has to be done
as to how things are done in the North. Today, we see a lot
of people—maybe not as many people as we'd hoped—
going to jobs that are structured Monday to Friday, nine to
five. A lot of people still use country foods for subsistence.
We will be like that for many
years to come, where we
can't afford to buy many
things in the store to put
food on the table. We have
to go out and hunt because
many times, in many cases,
people have large families,
and what you buy in the
store will certainly not feed
everybody in the house. A
completely southern diet is
not suitable as a northern
diet.

So people have to go
out, to hunt seals, hunt cari-
bou, fish, and get large vol-
umes of the different spe-
cies to put food on the table
for the next couple of weeks
or months. In the case of people who are on the job mar-
ket, working from nine to five, there is less time to hunt with
young people, staying longer in school.

One aspect of the change that we are seeing today
is that a lot of people that used to spend time hunting are
starting to stay in school or work. Today, we're buying food
from the South, which is not contributing to our economy,
whereas, rather than us buying pork chops or steaks, we
could easily buy ground caribou burger, or fish that is locally
processed.

MN: A young fellow going to CEGEP told us he would
like to become a hunter. This youth is perhaps listening to
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you talking about Inter-Community Trade and he sees this
as a viable profession. Is that how you see it too, for some
young people, to become professional hunters?

MTG: In each community it will be different. Depending
on some wildlife species, some communities have access
to seal, eleven or twelve months out of the year. In that case
there would probably be the demand for a full time hunter,
or several hunters, to look after certain species to sell to
specific communities, whether they be northern Quebec, or
NWT. We don't know what the opportunities are in the NWT
yet, but depending on how we process it, and how we mar-
ket it, then some of the species that are available year-
round would see the need for full time hunters.

MN: Tell me about plans for Inter-Community Trade de-
velopment during the summer of 1993.

MTG: Over the past two years, the Makivik Board has
decided that they would start
building infrastructure in the
communities so that they
would be prepared to go into
production once inter-com-
munity trade begins. Taking
that into light, last year we
built three processing facili-
ties, and this year we were
supposed to build three
more, but due to the change
of the plans that we had,
rather than building handling
facilities, we now call them
processing centers, where
the product will be com-
pletely processed in each
community. So we’ve cut the
number of buildings we are
going to be building this year
from three to one, taking into
account that the three we
built last year must be modified, enlarged, with more equip-
ment added. And also the one we are building this summer
will be similar to the ones we built last year but on a larger
scale. It's in Kangigsujjuaq.

MN: The last time we interviewed you was about a year
and a half ago. You had just come back from a trip to Nor-
way, where you had observed reindeer herding practices of
the Saami. What are you using from that experience to de-
velop Inter-Community Trade here in Nunavik?

MTG: Processing of the caribou. We had to investigate
their operations further, what they do with the by-products,
what they do with the hides, the handicraft market, and
their herding systems. | don't think we’ll get into herding as
| mentioned earlier. We might use some of their systems to
do some specific caribou processing.

In some areas of Northern Quebec you have large mi-
grations of caribou. In Norway you have a system where the
herders have set up fences which in some cases go on for
miles. | don't think we'll go to that extreme, but if we set up
a system similar to them, on an experimental basis, we
could do some slaughtering right at the site by using the
herding system, but trying to get the caribou into a particu-
lar slaughtering area, using the fence. For example we'd
make it an experimental quota of 1,000 caribou that we'd
want to slaughter right at the slaughterhouse. That would
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Interview: Mark T, Gordon

be something we would want to investigate. But we haven't
spoken to government officials on that matter yet. Our
present plan is for the hunter to go out on the land, hunt the
caribou, and bring back the caribou to the slaughterhouse
by ski-doo, or canoe.
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MN: There is still a piece of legislation that prevents the
selling of wild meats to the South in Quebec. There ap-
peared to be some defiance on the part of Makivik, and
even in the meeting in early June with government officials
you were going to go ahead with this regardless of the regu-
lations, and wait for the consequences. Is that the case? Is
this an accurate interpretation?

MTG: | would say yes and no. The step that we chose
to take is that for the market that we want to target, at the
startup of the Inter-Community Trade is the Inuit of North-
ern Quebec, and for that we don't have any regulations. If
we sell north off the 55th parallel to only native people, then
we could do so.

What we are trying to get from the government of Que-
bec is additional quotas to sell to non-natives, whether they
live in our communities, or in the South, or the NWT. But to-
day, our target is to have a food product available year
round on all species of wildlife of Northern Quebec for the
Inuit. If we start to market to the non-natives in Northern
Quebec or to the South, then that is the additional quota
that we’ve been asking for from the Government of Que-
bec.

MN: Do you have precise numbers in mind for caribou,
for example?

MTG: We have to be realistic. | don't think we will go
out and start slaughtering 15 to 20,000 caribou to sell to the
outside market. Obviously we're going to have to be very
careful because we're dealing with a food product that has
to be processed. We're dealing with health concerns, and
safety of people. When you start working in a controlled en-
vironment, either bacteria, or harmful health concerns that
might arise could readily surface. We'd like to have our in-
frastructure working, properly in place, before we even at-
tempt to start to sell to the non-native outside market. If we
sell one contaminated caribou, or seal, then it could jeop-
ardize all of our operation right away.

MN: Getting back to the trip you took a few years ago
to Norway, on the tourism angle, | remember you telling me
that they benefit from roads that were built during the sec-
ond world war connecting them to the rest of Europe.
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And it really helped tourism development. How can the Nu-
navik region increase its competitive advantage when it's
essentially isolated?

MTG: | don’t think we’ll ever get into a market to com-
pete with other countries that have existing low cost infra-
structure, such as roads, which are already built.

The target market that we will entice to go to Northern
Quebec are people who are able to afford it, meaning that
the package that we sell will be geared to a specific popu-
lation, whether it be Europe, the United States, or Quebec. |
don’t think we’'ll be able to get the mainstream tourist that
come by camper from the South and they travel wherever
they want. The kind of tourist that will be coming up would
have to be more upscale, and be able to afford the cost of
traveling by air, and living in hotels that are built to suit their
needs.

Where | see that we have to make some changes is in
the infrastructure. The hotels that we build should be ad-
equate to service that particular clientele. We don’t expect
to let them off in a community, and expect them to stay in
renovated buildings. We have to build suitable accommo-
dations for those tourists that we’re trying to attract, plus
the proper facilities such as a bus that would transport
them from the airport to the village. Even the basic equip-
ment that is needed is not in place yet.

MN: What do you see as the strong selling point for this
tourism market. If upscale tourists are specifically inter-
ested in going to an Arctic region, why do you think they
would come to Northern Quebec?

MTG: Many southerners, whether they live in Quebec
or other parts of Canada, don't realize that Northern Que-
bec is an Arctic environment, where we have fantastic river
systems, fjords, mountains, places such as the crater near
Wakeham Bay, and Richmond Gulf in the Hudson'’s Bay
area. Those things could be quite attractive to a special
kind of tourist that likes the environment, likes open coun-
try, and getting away from the city.

Certainly there will have to be some specific packages
that will have to be developed, so that there will be some-
thing for the tourists to do once they ar-
rive in the region. Right now the tourists
that do come up, they come for a spe-
cific purpose, such as hunting or fishing.
The ones that travel to see the country,
or to meet the people, that is a different
market by itself, meaning that we can’t
expect them to go from a southern city
to one community, and that's all the
place they go. They might have to go to

\ V two or three different communities.
are é Specialized markets could be
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looked into such as scuba diving expe-
ditions, or something else where you
have large memberships in these very specialized activities.

MN: As the President of Air Inuit, how do you feel the
airline is running now, and what role it's playing in economic
development in the Nunavik region.

MTG: Running an airline in the North, whether it be
Northern Quebec, or NWT has always been difficult. We are
faced with high costs of operation, high costs of fuel, hav-
ing pilots or personnel on rotation because pilots are limited
in the number of hours they can fly, and being in an isolated
area. So generally we are faced with much higher costs of




Pa B&-DPNE <,

AcPS dPDe<HNC AAASCPPAMNAS, oD AN-
PLoAC, A*<Latl CPBNCBo™  Abe JNs,
DPEDJIN 0%, AP o’ BPE L AALIM 5o 4P oS,
DOSPNPA™S™  PadAa™ b*MAddcdPe  dJ°<[F
BPNJ=5. $100 b*L°CBNoS CPMe <™ 20>5bL5/ <™,
HALECPNPS. Cl%a.  AALaD® dAPcdadl>oc
BILCBNLS APISLadaPd ™, Prde APD<UNTb N0

C*/do~a", Ao b (Gl = P Sa ¢
ARPDJINo s CPo® (PADNe®) <L beLJS
Certe AdM T et

LPCLACPNS AL cdNCPo*NJ“c, A oAF

SHELCCEE AJPP L IPNE, Bl CALA DS, DPhHID™
AL®, A5"abiN® bac® b CLCI° PoIdds"

ECamam
e @ ’

C91d D05 P Ho Cclo® Aaldrrbs Asdo,
CALAcPPL b FGJAS A AMMD° e Nl DPBO™
AL, AP°cMdao<dP C AP a® AJPIND c*
IR <"AC. LPPAa NS s APLAASE NSNS ae*
Na AT, DPes*6¢ ASNAAad“sNY ¢dCLA%a-
AESNT56c NaddPrT,, QPP ado  dP™
SerLECBAP<? PENoc CLa oac™o LodJdNd°
A~ CPLEE D% A PNl LC CocLaSAN®
APLAN DA AN 56 AaldPP T 4DAe b bt ANt.
<EPELA NS AGATDBY T Ao Nre<ee.
A*PBNALLC SbPCLS “b*C<'b'a T, P AP<DLE,

L

LPAD< DLGN¥: B CINDLAS o To™.
Adn 9L a BYNB NS A AYWC —<dDAaLC AoAC
BUECT NPT Acha 9°<I° JIUI L DES S
AP0 Achn <7< BACENWILSAN' AoA©
bACI o

L® N: AobAS % LCI AYAPLSCD<A b
A oot BACINCods. bELCINBPArt bbALP -
dtlab<®, CALoe <°GJAS dAMAb“c A® ac™Df,
BALECENWGAd A ALLD A DY PLE™ Al ac *L+-
bSad. PPdoc CdPL2J° AoA® CALADIM ALALTDC
ALb P dlL<GCD <<, Ao ALSCSAdP™a Pi AN 5
AR PLP AR A T?, d<A*a o b P dadct T 4L
Ac*reNds, AFa<dd<-Labife oabPIA*a Y, ooa-
Db LosdPe  pac2bb*MbodPe. d'Los ALAS
ATo* CdLPNPPL<n b FadA*a™ Abadd-
do-d4954°<°  AbbPtal/dndl®, AllLarParoo
AadA*a ™t APA <D< Aa LbSLJINT ALADP e DAY,
B s A AP NLlabe®, PLdcnrbo™
AN PLPd50, CALASDGCH® AJ*arP/dDC.

LPAB<  DLGL3%S Ao AS"a AGAS Aol
de<dMebAC DECs*6C P LSPLENbAI " Aol
J<dA?

L® N: de=dlyS CAL® Afardenoc™. ALANbB -
de BPLfal AN Ac®L<o® Ao ddl’ba 4.
AASLePL  APMArE,  ¢D%I LoSA*al “oo
SRS, ) )

Ade<dPF b T A*L5 pad<ndl® d<A* P*Po*lLoD 0"
o —ro° Falil oS, 9'Lo ArdEbot. L5 Pa PFd
AADBAADAST bALCIndlr® A< A% =

Interview: Mark T, Gordon

operation than a southern operator.

Even though Air Inuit has been doing quite well finan-
cially for the past few years, we have seen a steady decline
in revenue in specific areas so that today it's going to be
much more difficult for us to break even. But we do expect
to make a certain amount of profit, however this will be
done after a lot of hard work in controlling costs.

Some of the highest costs that we have difficulty with,
even as consumers, are the high taxes that are levied on
transportation, whether it be cargo, transport, or personal
travel. A good example is when somebody travels to
Wakeham Bay from Kuujjuag return. $100 of the price of the
ticket is taxes alone, almost twenty percent. This gives the
impression that our rates are very high, when in fact we're

having to charge very high taxes, such as transportation
tax, GST, and PST.

In terms of economic development, for Air Inuit to give
a good service, which it is doing today, it means that almost
every community has a plane going north and south five
days a week, which was unheard of a few years ago. It
means in order to reduce costs do we bring down the level
of service to two or three a week, or three or four a week,
and reduce the cost of the transportation? For us to sell that
to the community is very difficult because now they are
used to five or six days a week transportation readily avail-
able. It would have a lot of impact on the organizations as
well. Because now they are used to a plane arriving every
day, depending on the weather.

MN; You're a pilot yourself. You must be very proud of
the fact that there are more and more young Inuit going
through the Cornwall Aviation School, or following other
aviation training courses in order to become Air Inuit pilots.

MTG: | think that Air Inuit has been quite successful in
hiring Inuit pilots. Being a pilot is a very specialized field. In
the past, this goes back many years, becoming a pilot at
one point seemed to be a dream which would be impossi-
ble to attain. But we have found that for Inuit who want to
go into this field, most of them have been quite successful.
They are able to get into a very particular job market which
involves a lot of training, a lot of discipline, and in some
cases, quite hard for the average person— native or non-
native—to achieve. | think that Inuit have shown themselves
that even when the task is difficult, they can succeed, which
indicates that if they want to become a professional person
in another field, such as a doctor, or a biologist, they could
certainly achieve that as well.

MN: What's your hobby, or spare time activity?

MTG: My hobby has always been business. | haven't
had much time for recreational activities that | might have
wanted to pursue. When | have time, | like downhill, and
cross-country skiing.

| also enjoy driving to coastal areas such as the
Maritimes, and the eastern United States. And, of course,
when finances permit, | like to fly a plane m
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Chesley Mesher
weighs fish as partof
ongoing research to
monitor wildlife.
Kuujjuaq researchers
were also busy study-
ing beluga whales this
summer. Story by Bob
Mesher. Photo by
Gregory Kaminski.
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Research on wildlife related issues is conducted through
the office of the Second Vice-President, Jackie Koneak, at
the Kuujjuaq Research Centre. Current research is focusing
on country food species important to the Inuit, including
those to be used in inter-community trade. Ensuring the
participation of Inuit and in particular Hunters, Fishermen
and Trappers Association (HFTA) representatives in the
study and management of wildlife resources (for example
beluga whales) remains a priority of the Renewable Re-
source Development Department. Funding and collabora-
tion from various governmental organizations including the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFQ), the Ministéere
du Loisir, de la Chasse et de la Péche (MLCP), and the
Ministére de [|'Agriculture, des Pécheries et de
I'Alimentation du Québec (MAPAQ) is gratefully acknowl-
edged.

Beluga Management

In 1990, the Committee on the Status of Endangered
Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) classified the beluga popu-
lation in Eastern Hudson Bay as threatened and the Ungava
Bay population as endangered. Despite their classification
status it must be stressed that Inuit have reported sighting
many whales during this years’ migration.

Last spring, beluga management measures were de-
veloped through the collaboration of the Municipal Coun-
cils, the HFTAs and DFO. Hunters were allocated quotas of
10 beluga for each community on the east coast of Hudson
Bay from Kuujjuaraapik to Akulivik, 30 each for Salluit and
Ivujivik, and 29 each at Kangigsujuag and Quagtag. The al-
location for Ungava communities was 10 whales each, but
no hunting was to occur in August within Ungava Bay or at
anytime in the sanctuary at the Mucalic River. The
Nastapoka River in Eastern Hudson Bay was designated as
a sanctuary for the month of July. Details on other aspects
of the management measures can be obtained from DFO
representatives in Inukjuak, or from Kuujjuag Research
Centre staff.

Possible decline in beluga numbers can be attributed
to past commercial harvest by the Hudson Bay Company in
the 1800s, the continued subsistence hunting because of a
growing demand for muktuk, and heavy boat traffic in cru-
cial summering areas. There is also concern about the im-
pact that hydro-electric development may have in trans-
porting contaminants to beluga habitat. The management
issue appears more controversial in Ungava Bay than in

Hudson Bay. One has to un-

/ /7 derstand that whales from

both Bays go to Hudson

Strait in the winter and then

separate into their respec-

— s . ~——— tive summering grounds.

\E@-:.‘ﬁ Makivik and other con-

cerned parties want to find

out if the two groups are genetically related. If they are, per-

haps there is less reason to be afraid of taking animals from
the Ungava stock.

Several methods of collecting data to find whether or
not the summering populations are related, and to enlighten
us on other beluga facts, have been implemented in the
area over the past season. First of all, Makivik coordinated
the collection of organ samples which will be studied at
McMaster University for nuclear and mitochondrial DNA
(DNA studies impart genetic information) and levels of con-
taminants are also being assessed. Hunters from all com-
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Counting beluga during aerial survey over Ungava Bay

P Mo 5 4 b CANT. a4 b5 hNAEC munities, who were supplied with sampling kits, collected a
PLLON*M ADo° bac® o aosaA'lPLcb<" Ao tooth from the lower jaw for age determination and re-
o4¢ NI b L CP < ko 4-L bL <Y o corded the length and girth of the animals. HFTA repre-
[ AcDPHBCP<Y A¥a AN APCB%BCL*™WC. <L sentatives from each community designated a person to
| d5<dAlr bBRAN Acodo'be DI <" oal collect samples and to see that participating hunters re-

ceived payment. In addition, the Kuujjuag Research Centre
held training sessions for land-based observers that were
strategically situated on the beluga’s migration route. The
hunters scanned the waters at regular intervals during the
day, recording whale sightings, weather conditions, tides,
presence of ice, and human or other disturbances to evalu-
ate behaviour and numbers of whales.

Watching From Above

DFO biologists and an observer from Anguvigaq saw
only 2 beluga during an aerial survey of Ungava Bay in
1985. This number was too small to use to estimate popu-
lation size. This year’s aerial survey will be combined with
land-based observations and traditional Inuit knowledge to
plan future management measures. Willie Adams co-
ordinated the Ungava surveys which were done during the
third week of July and repeated one month later. The flights

Cd*a. 544 I\L.i Acb Nl Pe 5LAS R <C ot were made in a specially-equipped Bradley Twin Otter.
q*Ja A<D arb=CANS o Vi U ol 0 1 B=5ds, Members of HFTA, Makivik technicians, independent biolo-
4= b CA \"' 5. Peslies™  ICdFell ot dellbss gists, and DFO researchers conducted the survey. Environ-
boA*c*la", Pc*oclPo5> <L Adb'c*o® Lo mental conditions were recorded on tape recorders every
A o'b°L™M QP _p 5 g <TANCDLSC DPe- two minutes. Knowing the elevation, speed, and location of
aiPNeS*Men® ADYMSC Puoio*™®™ o5 SPealLAS, the aircraft at the time of a whale sighting, they will be able
to determine the position of the animals.

Cd*“L\GA 9™ Sdco© Stas Olpinski, Department Head of Renewable Re-
beL"*d* AL'Acam™C PL<a" bBAN N Q"L source Development, says that it was an educational proc-

Cd*a 54N 4*JAL'do" Cde B <° LPAa " Peosb®a ess for everyone involved and that with scientists and hunt-
b*LcC<*d® Po*AN® D LRI 19851, C°dd AP 5 P <t ers working together on the survey and exchanging views
MRBNPAKE LN P oo M e, Cllo 4%GJIT “b*LECH*d' based on traditional versus scientific knowledge there
PoDf Aetbe MieD® o [ CdtaiSAdMe AP Dibds [ should be more confidence in their findings. Makivik biolo-

dc_ O

LP"A\"d‘ e R A T YA e i Bl D TR
- I N S 5 ' ) R (S W o
Pe sLASS <o

<o M P AC
e P e ) S el ] St AN S
oa P 5aMC boAc*lc® APAA G

BRGC e b LECEdE ShP NG ot o
N=LDRIASE DPER DI ALY "deda o=l
Ao Fp i et N A o] o [ o et N 18 o St
e *LeSM® < dMNo- o<dCPL<o" dPAASN®
N NPBENSP N 5 15 €A daAbToCe*L=™

e AN RS ES

PAME e B>% Q9d o AC LA
d L deb® d4C AaAPLNoMt <4
BEAN Ao, dARLFDLT Ac™™ o
4P <cdoP <0 AcPrLcfo*Lo"
IS deor ac Do, NE AL A"
"WeJ@e—d/L"D° LPCLAGPNS APK-

AR N S L L e
BedPLE® ddo-Pc’<E, 4l AohAS
PaAtbAS AcbdleblMdo M bL<-
cno'l® bacno’l H.

17 €°9do- AaddPcldo
PSR e Cn @ DN dE
4 N*L¢ P T, obc B>" AbJPS Aldo.

Back at the office

Makivik Research is developing a series of brochures on

various animals in Nunavik. So far, Randall Reeves, a con-

sultant, has written the text on walrus and beluga and Nu-
. navik Graphics is doing the layout.

Having just returned from field
studies, Bill Doidge explained that “the
fun is over”, as he and the rest of the
staff can look forward to compiling the
data that they have collected and to
writing up reports—lots of typing for our
secretary, Mae Saunders.

This summer marked ten years
since Peter May and Alix Gordon have
worked at the Kuujjuag Research Centre. When
, asked about some of the changes that they have
Y been a part of over the past decade, Peter said

that there has been “more of a switch towards
economic development”. Alix hoped, that as
time goes by, more young people will become
more interested in wildlife and the land.

After 17 years of service with Makivik,
Andrée Oliva, the department’s secretary in
Lachine, retired at the end of August. The research staff
wish her the very best for the future.
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gist Bill Doidge co-ordinated a one-day coastal survey in a
Twin Otter along the eastern Hudson Bay coast with HFTA
members from Kuujjuaraapik, Umiujag, and Inukjuak.

Six beluga were captured for satellite tagging this year.
Four were netted at Little Whale River and two at
Nastapoka River. Special saddles attached to the whales
carry a radio transmitter to identify whale location in addi-
tion to a depth-time recorder which provides data on sub-
mergence interval. This information is intended to serve as
a correction factor for population estimates derived from
survey data.

The telemetry
saddles fall off
after one or two
months. Hunt-
ers were asked
not to shoot a
tagged beluga,
but if one is
killed by mis-
take, the saddle
should be re-
turned to the
Kuujjuag Re-
search Centre >L e
for re-use. Rk (Lo,

The man- Biologist Gregory Kaminski and Bobby Baron
ager‘nent of with seagull chicks and eggs

beluga whales should be regarded as a way of sharing this
resource among communities. Makivik looks forward to the
participation of HFTA representatives and continues to
highlight with DFO the need for additional funding aimed at
research, education, communication and enforcement.

Other Marine Research
Gregory Kaminski and Alix Gordon of the Kuujjuag Re-
search Centre co-ordinated the sampling of fish from the
Koksoak River. This important source of country food will
be monitored for mercury levels and to gather information
useful in managing the resource. Information was also col-

R92
lected by the Kangigsualujjuag Fish Study to help in the
management of these stocks. Hunters from Kuujjuaraapik
and Umiujaq are involved in sampling fish, seals, beluga,
and mussels for a study of mercury levels.

This study is funded by Arctic Environmental Strategy
through DFO. Weirs were installed at Sapukait and Inukslik
to count and measure arctic charr. Fifty commercial tags
were granted for the former location and 385 for Inukslik.
The fish will be sold under terms of Qinitik Landholding’s
commercial license. Makivik researchers were testing mus-
sels from all communities for their commercial potential.
Four workers from Quaqtaq, and Chesley Mesher from the
Kuujjuaq Research Centre worked on the stream enhance-
ment project at Igaluppilik, south of the community m
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Grant points to 1950s .
map of the Arctic
showing that sover-
eignty was a factor in
the relocation of Inuit
from Inukjuak to Reso-
lute Bay. Story and
photos by Stephen
Hendrie.
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High Arctic Exiles

Like the black and white photographs used to illustrate
this story, the final three days of Royal Commission hear-
ings on the High Arctic Exiles were marked by stark abso-
lute statements. “There was no hardship,” Bent Sivertz, a
former Northern Affairs bureaucrat responsible for the relo-
cation said in a loud booming voice to the commissioners.
This statement alone, uttered in such defiance, had the op-
posite effect on listeners. Even the most disinterested by-
stander would find such an absolute statement illogical
given the context. Indeed, on the final day of testimony, an-
thropologist Robert Williamson, expressed his dismay that
this issue had been reduced, before the Royal Commission,
to such dogmatic language, when it should in fact be a rig-
orous search for the truth.

It is in this spirit that we report on the three days of
hearings. They were held at the Citadel Hotel in Ottawa
from Monday June 28 to Wednesday June 30th. The Royal
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples held a first week of
hearings on this issue in April 1993. At that time it heard
from the Inuit directly. Makivik News reported on those hear-
ings in the Spring 1993 edition. This time, the speakers
were comprised of university professors, retired govern-
ment officials directly involved in the relocation project,
former RCMP constables stationed in Inukjuak, Resolute
Bay, and Grise Fiord, the Hudson's Bay Company manager
in Inukjuak in 1953, and other individuals who could testify
directly about the relocation.

Revealing Testimony

Over the course of the three days, many of the ques-
tions surrounding the issue of the exiles were laid bare. As
well, the phenomenon of colonialism and paternalism, char-
acteristic of the relations between government and Inuit of
the era, was vividly demon-
strated.

The government officials
who had worked in the newly
created department to serve
the Canadian Arctic appeared
before the commission rather
defensively. This is unfortu-
nate, and the result of the tre-
mendous publicity generated
by the Inuit testimony in April
(televised live), compared to
the relatively small contingent
of journalists present in June.
In addition, the officials, some
of whom were mentioned by name by Inuit witnesses in
April, wanted to clear their names and reputations in this af-
fair from accusations of wrongdoings against them. This
coloured not only some of the testimony, but the tone in
which it was presented.

In balance, the point was made repeatedly, and ap-
pears to be well understood, that the officials acted in good
faith, honestly, and without malice, but that the result of the
overall policy, in retrospect, was horribly wrong.

It was revealed by Gordon Robertson, at the time the
Deputy Minister of the new Northern Affairs Department,
that the government administered the Arctic in a state of

MAKIVIK NEWS
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Bent Sivertz: “There was no hardship.”

<afllBNrt. P2 D%BBPB D™ ADIDLACT®
Ar<dpbI A B D" ClLe*cldo*Mat, ‘bbrLN-
cLlc AT, ASPEDA RS ba CP° C*S*Lo
Aa ACDPALIGME 194000 1950 APl >N-0e
Cab¢ dPdoTP ot ¢ DBbPeDe™ blMh*do

ABPPSLS ba CYNNPIAPLOA%a e B CSLntl.

AP P (oadNbic™)

b C®N He=" &Sk atFt 45 B SPotlf
AALP D" LePNYdd A a Dt. LR 1]
PP P bAa S o NS dAC S>3, A4*C ¢2%, QLo
QA <P SPdlior® ASHND - *PP<al s NN Llels,

CALA%-SAJNPENS 4l 4AMAIb=el* aACe™L
AP ‘ddle" M AN P SA<d a J*FLo ™™ 0",
A& 0% @ NMN°Pe e Y5 wACPa™~d"

C9ln‘cnoc’l® Aa /A" Cd7DJ"a D™ “bolAcldpP-
N PrA*L AP ?Jle 1° AALSIND <o CAALo.

A ™ AAaPN*MC bl b DJPIdHA M Aa=_>
no L= JdAADPNPePCP Pbel<do® CAL™M
AaAdrPD® Asdoe ALAD™, As%a L ofNnobrL<™
Falyc R ) A Dl D LML QPPAPNND 5o
A ASCP <. o ACHHALS 4P AN YLD,
AbRPlorDA%e® Aste® ASNBe<E, atloh*
APPAdIlT®  Sba-SMOIRAS SIS €769 BPkER™
Cd¥PJ*aSF oL,

D= oheL®™ Db D9t dAbc Pl [h o,
A*L<ES Ac*ocdlLcn D PbbrPbePe¢ ddob-c’
AdENJE ARNP oM o® baCP dbcPdlo*Lo"
ClLall® d4C> PI% It @9, dls [ s

JDPPYPB NP b < A*oAPLPN“wn® oal® balhbc
CSLalo  dPCB<ADoNd™c 19307, JPCCDI-
LeCio-%PeD®™ AL® QdNEL* <MdibAc PadA%a:-
d*o6c2LoS Lo ba CDB- 5 oa P* A 5o

ALPeS'Cre. CL*a A DPCCHALSCH ™,

LPADS DNGERMPE

absence of mind, that few cabinet ministers knew anything
about the region, and that the creation of a new department
to serve the Arctic was partly out of a feeling of embarrass-
ment that the Canadian government was absent from the
region while the Americans virtually ruled the polar region.

In Robertson’s testimony it was clear that
Canadianizing the Arctic was a desirable objective. In doing
so, Canada had to be seen to act as a sovereign in the re-
gion since the Americans were behaving as such already by
building up huge infrastructure, such as army bases, roads,
airstrips, and weather stations.

This notion of Canadianizing the North, and showing a
Canadian presence was confirmed by Bent Sivertz, the ad-
ministrator who worked on the relocation plan directly.
Sivertz spoke of the situation of not only the American pres-
ence, but virtually all of the scientific, and missionary work
being conducted in the Canadian Arctic of the 1940s and
early 1950s being done by foreigners. It was natural, Sivertz
told the commission to want to Canadianize the Arctic.

Sovereignty

Canadianizing the Arctic and the sovereignty concerns
are logical bedfellows. Despite adamant testimony by
Gordon Robertson, Bent Sivertz, and others that sover-
eignty did not play a role in the relocation plan, arguments
to the contrary, and considerable evidence suggests that
sovereignty did play a role in the choice of location, and the
whole relocation project. Indeed, the very creation of the
Arctic Department can be seen as a response to the sover-
eignty concerns of the time.

One of the questions Commissioner and Chairperson
René Dusseault asked witnesses repeatedly during the
week was whether the whole relocation plan was, in their
opinion much too elaborate a solution for the problem that
existed. Clearly, the implication was that there were other
motivations involved. If the only motivation was to assist the
Inuit, a more reasonable solution that did not involve mov-
ing them thousands of miles North would have been found.

A whole evening was spent discussing the sovereignty
question. A panel of three academics testified at length on
the legal issues regarding Canadian sovereignty in the Arc-

tic. Professors Gordon Smith, Donat Pharand, and Marc
Denhez explained that the actual claims regarding land in
the Canadian Arctic had been settled by 1930. The out-
standing issue remained that of waterways in which the
United States claims is international, and Canada claims as
inland waters. This issue remains unresolved.

Those are the strictly legal claims of sovereignty. What
occupied more of the discussion was not the de jure




CL*dACH, AdENI=cnAN®
J e o GAJ PN DY DPohP o P IMD"
Ao Arbiprs Pedoe

PS¢~

DD e PL~  AdRa SPNE.
AL em SEXE | PMEE O pa e iNYS bo CD-
CSka*o 1940 L5 19500, AfAas9"IM™
AP A=bAS b e SPa Y ID5AenSELNRI5. Cla
AFLSJNPRA® baiCD* bOL %Lt bMy"dS Dhe PRC
PRELEAT® CALASD® bSfdA%a “a.<5 AdENJE
A>c P ac d° NPBNSHAd*. CALASLS bILd¢
DR s das, TCAILNE IS | hede DI LS NLE.
PSPPI ACTCAII™ baClMPChise Ci<a;
Peribied” | dfcendbicd” A o°Cbhle*d o
CALAILE GSNINPELEEIE, AT AR be ETBE
ARPBMNY=a D2 Aot CSLatll AxdAapPl-
FIDNPE,

Ly Md&Sa EdliardTve Dbl e gt
PP NP Ao ba CP° bQL*C AALSM Db P Lo Lo
AP P T CSLa' T 192000c°. ALAC Ao d . CQ*
DrHACD S o™ <o PPCI 19200 A°CaAcN<Ad
AP SPa®s. Pa CNYSdE A dN*C Qcontboi
a5 A'CP AT A Ca AcNPAd Cl%a. AP Po™.
GRle sy Mt R Bk Ae A SLE e CBS PBRLPANKLES,

asa ANt el of dbc‘Pd*a ol a" CHGlmtl
o= LE™ A Chaail®het.  "bEALLNEASSEC
Prde DRAZDITe 75ELE G e XM Gbe S¢-
J oGP N° <IEMdl 5k € oa f 2% N od
oacbiect® Ao Chnd® Asd s> ACHNal®
CAbaDNAS" ] .

LFPadse® oAEPclPI* ddob c Che b3 <*

Ab Yol Mh ot P d™° Ac o da"<dre, 4L
L2t b Ac®e-dfS<4lDi <% ddde=, woAYAN®
QSRR Ce=t VEd™a o % a7y bRl Sen T
CISLa ST P SHta-Ps [TSheS A9 Ne" 'L“Pcr"
bbb nSvle D" C<KPALCHe b I [Hiot -
A Qdo 156 CGI bbb PL o - oACNYH P/ B>
AP Aot BAZALPRAlRY o 5™ AoTa®
b€ldo 55" Aarl o AP HCP*aDd° AcDibrP-

Lle. dv*¢, CAALoC'c® ‘bbelLADN, beLdC
e dMDAa M- SPIRHALEE DN,  JFe BT N-
JNé& o olh®, QL5 S B D I A= dNb < of

AcPN-5M AMALe A 0a ™E oACPALYS o NNFe™
AN Ned ada APINNTo* DPPYTot.

DD PBPAD® AP PrDILo™ ASSNDILY D™
acbao ] DLt 19537 oNaolS, d-cd-
Nb'Ao- 5 o sa APINNT o, "CAbe AarldD bel'de
BEALPAZLES APdie et AbcPdlotde AT<ND -
L<r* oNncb<o, PPdo  be<P<lt [/4PNLE
ASSNBDLD®, AP OPNPLL Aodcf, DEs Abcpb-
BJNBPLIA AN AJNBPILEQSPAr?" PP doc,
4<LADME, db=c Qe D™ Ac<AT dbcletlS
"Acc b ahBOC A lde® beLdS AAMFbad-
bio-*Lo* ‘oo™ CL'dd AaCD<* CPAL-LC <Lo
b<PNCBLAEC  AJADME S>THBJINSR o NITJe
AALT U5 boA*Pdadibia>C AoA® Ac b~ dboe
Ao M= D™ AM Ao beL'dS AAJAPL> e a"
boAPda b0 AoA° Acb-.

b3, dAFLUE,  sASFHALETS®  DNNYBN
beLIbPd 0. AAPYDIde® bELD%'d 4™ <b c ™
APPLPA™s  CSAM*L DN°NPBNMt. b*D  PBLI®
APIAAALANE A= dNNYE oAPLLLD o AP Pdlo™
Ac LS AL SNDALPKM, oNno™ APQNCRPL P
ABP NP1 b oA LBN =" AoA®. d°cI®
ALY, "AP9<cdonrflb L oNacbs Cdrbdta>®
A Pdlo ¢ AL SINDEoB*O™ Prdoc A s™a S
atLMOrdNbcD ot APPIC  sa’lte, CALS

A "d&ﬂu’:

High Arctic Exiles

claims, however, but the de facto claims. The actual behav-
iour of other countries in the Canadian Arctic during the
1940s and 1950s, notably the United States, appeared to
be de facto sovereignty. This is what concerned the Cana-
dian government. The commission heard the argument that
if such a situation persisted, it could eventually become de
jure sovereignty. Naturally, the commissioners wanted to
know what would prevent this from happening. The answer
was that a significant Canadian presence in the region, with
such things as police and post offices, and some popula-
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Gordon Robertson: "Sovereignty was not a factor.”
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tion, would prevent this from happening. Clearly the only
Canadians most likely to adapt to life in the High Arctic
would probably be Inuit.

Marc Denhez used colourful language to describe the
Canadian government’s preoccupation with sovereignty in
the Arctic going back to the 1920s. He says a post office
was opened on Ellesmere Island in the 1920s in order to as-
sert sovereignty. Air Force personnel were given postmas-
ter status in order to assert this type of sovereignty. Further-
more, Denhez testified that one of the Canadian arguments
used to assert its claim of sovereignty in the High Arctic
was based on it being occupied by Inuit. “It doesn’t take a
rocket scientist to figure out that you can't sustain a claim
to sovereignty to a huge territory based on aboriginal occu-
pation when there are no Inuit to occupy it.”

Two other presentations dwelled at length on the issue
of sovereignty. Professors Shelagh Grant of Trent University,
and Magnus Gunther of Carleton University, presented dif-
fering views. Grant, a respected expert on the Arctic sover-
eignty issue who has spent two years researching exclu-
sively the exiles question—on top of fifteen years of north-
ern studies—made it very clear at the outset that she pur-
posefully did not meet with any of the Inuit or government
officials while conducting her work in order to avoid becom-
ing emotionally involved. Grant, a historian, did not limit her
research to government documents, but also to corre-
spondence, and documents of a wide variety, including
several maps produced at the time of relocation to prove
her thesis.

She states clearly that sovereignty played a major role
in the choice of sites for the 1953 relocation, and has the
documents to prove it. “Members of the department had
full knowledge from the beginning of the intended sover-
eignty purpose involved in the relocations, yet their contin-
ued denial seems purposeless, aimost a means of antago-
nism, or is it merely the wish to go down in history as
heroes?” Surprisingly, however, Grant writes that the
questions of sovereignty “are not as serious as the question
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of government responsibility for how the projects were de-
vised and implemented to ensure protection of the physical
and emotional well-being of the participants.” Grant goes
on to document numerous cases of government disregard
for the well-being of the Inuit participants.

Professor Gunther, on the other hand, produced a re-
port for the Federal Government. It should be noted that the
federal government paid a substantial amount for this re-
port. Gunther argued that although there were a few in-
stances of documented evidence that sovereignty was a
partial concern, the relocation was motivated primarily to
improve conditions for the Inuit. He writes, “the background
to the relocations is to be found not in sovereignty consid-
erations but in the general crisis that developed in
Eskimoland, as it was called, in the late 40s and early 50s.
There were skeleton public services, minuscule bureau-
cratic resources and the urgent feeling that an even worse
crisis was in the offing, in the long run, if more was not
done. The result was a series of ad hoc policies developed
in 1952 with a strong focus on Quebec which was seen as
the major problem area.”

Gunther, however, had difficulty supporting his claim
that sovereignty was not involved in the project. Under
questioning by George Erasmus, Gunther was clearly hesi-
tant and uncomfortable as he tried to maintain the intellec-
tual thread of his argument, while the facts did not support
what he had written.

It is unfortunate the commissioners did not question
Gunther on his opinion of the importance of Inuit oral testi-
mony. In his report, Gunther argued that documentary evi-
dence should be regarded as more substantial proof than
oral testimony. He made no distinction, however, between
the oral testimony given by people whose culture is based
on written tradition, and oral testimony given by people
whose culture is based on oral tradition. This is a vital ele-
ment in this case, and one that was underlined clearly be-
fore tge Inuit testified in April by Susan Aglukark speaking
for ITC.

In contrast, while Shelagh Grant based her research al-
most exclusively on written reports, and did not interview
any Inuit, the importance of Inuit oral tradition has not es-
caped her. She writes, “It is my own conviction that no re-
ports written by non-Inuit observers or memories of officials
based on second hand reports can challenge the stories of

LPADS DRGNP
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High Arctic Exiles

those who lived a shared experience, isolated by barriers of
language and living at a distance from their ‘supervisors.™

Eskimo Loan Fund
Much new evidence was revealed at this set of hear-
ings regarding the loan fund created for the relocation
project. Astonishingly, the government took out a loan for
the Inuit relocated to the High Arctic, and debited the cost
of transporting them North from the fund, Bent Sivertz told
the commission (testimony he later revised under question-
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¥ Listening to the testimony (L-R): Markoosie Patsaug, Bobby Patsauq,
John Amagoalik.

ing by journalists following the June hearings). The Inuit
would have to repay this cost over the years with the furs
they brought in to the government-owned trading posts. To
make matters worse, documents reveal that the Inuit were
not given fair market value for their furs, and the loan fund
accumulated thousands of dollars, which was never paid to
the Inuit. Much of the documented evidence was compiled
by Shelagh Grant, but many of the witnesses testified that
the Eskimo Loan Fund was a complicated and badly man-
aged financial vehicle. It was eventually used to create Inuit
Co-operatives.

Promises to Return: Semantics

The federal government has already agreed in several
forums that it broke its promise made to the Inuit that they
could return after two years if they were not happy in the
High Arctic. In this regard, the federal government has paid
to move many Inuit families back to Inukjuak and Pond Inlet
over the years, including the cost of new housing.

At these hearings, it was revealed that the bureaucrats
in charge of the relocation would only accept requests from
group or family leaders, and not from individuals in this re-
gard. As well, they would only seriously consider requests
that were written to Ottawa. In this way, government offi-
cials defended their position that they did not receive offi-
cial requests to return, a ruse that Shelagh Grant labeled as,
“a game of semantics.”

Furthermore, testimony given showed that the RCMP
would explain to the Inuit when they made requests to re-
turn home that they would have to wait until the next sum-
mer's supply ship, then remain in Montreal for a year until
the following summer when the next supply ship could re-
turn them to Inukjuak or Pond Inlet. For the Inuit, this was
pretty much the same as saying, “No, you can't go back,”
explained Human Rights Commissioner Daniel Soberman.

Finally, the Inuit heard Reuben Ploughman, the former
manager of the Inukjuak Hudson’s Bay Company store in
1953 explain that they would not have had to wait a year in

MAKIVIK NEWS.
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Montreal en route to Inukjuak after all. As soon as they ar-
rived in Montreal they could have taken a train to
Moosonee, and then a Canso amphibious plane operated
by Austin Airways directly to Inukjuak. If the ice was setting,
they could wait in comfort among friends at Moosonee for
a few weeks until the ice was hard enough for a plane with
skis to land on the river near Inukjuak.

The problem was, the RCMP or the officials in Ottawa
may not have known about this, or if they did, could not af-
ford to go this route. For the Inuit in the room, it was another
sad piece of information to discover, forty years too late.

Robert Williamson

On the morning of the last day of the hearings, the true
scope of the wrong inflicted on the Inuit by the Canadian
government was fully explained by Robert G. Williamson,
Professor of Anthropology at the University of Saskatch-
ewan in Saskatoon. Like a fresh gust of wind blowing away
dark clouds of doubt and confusion, Professor Williamson
brought a great deal of perspective to the hearings.

He explained the fundamental importance of the Inuit
relationship with the land. “The focus is Nuna, which means
more than land. It is the totality. It goes beyond landscape,
and seascape. | call it the domainscape, the way Inuit relate
to their traditional environment.”

Next, he described the situation of the explorers who
drew maps and labeled the huge empty spaces Terra
Incognita. “An absurd concept,” says Williamson, “because
the people who had lived there forever knew the land inti-
mately, and it was anything but incognita!”

In the space of five minutes Professor Williamson was
able to communicate to the commissioners the true horror
of moving a group of Inuit to one of the empty spaces on
the map for purely practical, experimental, economic, or for
sovereignty reasons.

With great skill, he also put the entire era into a context

that the commissioners were looking for—a sort of 1950s
lens to let them see what really happened. “It was
. - :
; not so much a sovereignty plan, but the creation
\ of the Department of Northern Affairs. When
the Americans were creating the DEW line,
we needed to make our presence felt. Per-
haps the whole creation of the depart-
ment of Northern Affairs was a response
to the American presence, and in itself
a sovereignty exercise. But let us at
this time give credit to the goodwill of
Canadians working at the time. There
were a certain number of idealists. It
was a discovery of Canada. It was an
amateur band of honest workers,”
Professor Williamson said.
“This was also an era that should
be seen as tragic in the relations with
native peoples. Diseases wrecked lives.

N

< g 58 B o By Families were separated. Medical people
A 5D %, Prdo-c \ > were remarkably insensitive. They were
DA ® belbdo C5GU° N\ & racist. They were concerned with the con-
ALt AP SPAMTY, ¢ dition, not the totality of the person who had
Ar4pbA® Sac'LC Do C 7 it | saw this for myself on the CD Howe. Peo-
PAPHLIEY Ty Cl.e*c-N*c" ple were brought on board the ship and x-rayed.
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w “The whole era must be seen in its totality, and not one
incident. It was an era of despair. So the Government of
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High Arctic Exiles

Canada must be pressed, and pressed hard. This commis-
sion must take it on itself. It must do it on the basis of total
truth, and the ultimate satisfaction of real truth,” Williamson
said as he approached his conclusion. He suggested that
the Canadian people would want to see the Inuit compen-
sated but that $10-million or $100-million would not come
close to righting the wrong that has been inflicted on the
Inuit exiled to the High Arctic. Instead, he suggested that
the Canadian government take the opportunity to do some

o4
bl e d® (NBT<€e): >C Jashs, dr ¢t Y S'LY,
g IDh'E, €APc S<ShK%, <5 KRBIST,

Commissioners (L-R): Berthe Wilson, Mary Sillet, George Erasmus,
René Dusseault, Viola Robinson, Paul Chartrand.

commitment to the Inuit Circumpolar Conference. “Canada
is a major circumpolar nation. Let us understand this issue.
Take this opportunity with good heart.”

Makivik/ITC Position Paper

Although, for political reasons, Makivik and ITC did not
make a formal presentation to the commission during the
three days of hearings, they jointly submitted a 40-page po-
sition paper. The document outlines the central legal issues
involved in the exiles case, including issues of informed
consent, and breach of fiduciary duty. It begins by proving,
based on legal precedents, that the federal government had
a fiduciary responsibility to the Inuit. Then, based on state-
ments made by federal government officials, it proves that
the Inuit relocated to the High Arctic helped to assert Cana-
dian sovereignty. By doing so, the federal government
breached its fiduciary duty to the Inuit relocatees.

The document states, “By using the Inuit from Inukjuak
to establish Canadian sovereignty over the High Arctic,
through Inuit use and occupation, the government
breached this obligation and put its own interest before that
of the Inuit.”

This is one example of the breach of responsibility illus-
trated in the Makivik/ITC brief. In its conclusion, the brief
notes, “The government of Canada thus has a duty to com-
pensate the Inuit for the suffering that they have expressed
as the result of its actions and inactions.” In addition, a brief
outlining the human rights issues involved in the exiles case
was submitted on August 17th by ITC and Makivik.

The Next Step

In concluding this set of hearings, René Dusseault
noted that the Royal Commission set a deadline of August
31st, 1993 for written submissions on the Exiles’ relocation.
A report by the Commission on the issue is expected in late
Fall. Afterwards, the ball will be back in the Canadian gov-
ernment’s court. With a federal election just around the cor-
ner, a response seems unlikely before Christmas m
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Many choose to assume that the Inuit of Nunavik do
not have to pay taxes, and that we live on reservations like
some Indians. In fact, the 7,000 residents of the public ju-
risdiction of Nunavik (90% of whom are Inuit) are among the
most heavily taxed citizens of North America. The region is
isolated to the effect that goods are brought in only by air-
craft and some ships that sail here in late summer.

Last January 19th, Makivik and the Kativik Regional
Government, in consultation with other Northern organiza-
tions such as the Kativik School Board and la Federation
des cooperatives du nouveau Quebec made a submission
to a Quebec Parliamentary Committee to explain the fiscal
situation that we find ourselves in. Recognizing Quebec’s
$12.3 billion deficit, the document makes six recommenda-
tion. It deals with taxes that affect Inuit hunters, transporta-
tion costs, taxation of allowances and benefits to Northern
employees, taxation concerns of small
businesses, and the filing of tax returns.

Presenters of the submission are
applying for a separate fiscal zone for
Nunavik. With no roads linking the terri-
tory to the South, we might just as well
be living on an island, separate from
mainland Quebec. They cite several ex-
amples of tax breaks to isolated areas,
and food producing industries in the
western world as precedents for the pe-
tition.

Fishermen and farmers get provin-
cial and federal subsidies that Inuit hunt-
ers are not entitled to. In the North, resi-
dents of both Greenland and the North-
west Territories get a lighter overall tax
burden than people in Nunavik. Within
our own province, the populace of the
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Taxation

Madeleine islands and the lower and middle North Shore
gets financial support from Quebec for air and maritime
services because of their isolation. Makivik and KRG also
reminded la Commission du budget of the full fiscal au-
tonomy that France allows Saint-Pierre et Miguelon.

In response to the first recommendation, representa-
tives of Quebec’s department of Finance, Revenue, Treas-
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Members of the taxation group checking the price of butter at Northern in Kuujjuaq ($3.99). Below o
the group discovers the beauty of Kangigsujjuag
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ury Board, and the Secretariat aux affaires autochtones
(SAA), as well as Makivik and KRG formed a special task
force. The group initially met on June 14 in Lachine. Two
weeks later, a provincially-owned Fairchild F-27 brought the
Task Force on a field trip to Nunavik. For some on board, it
was their first time so far North, flying for hours beyond any
visible signs of human inhabitation, until they were asked to
prepare for landing in Kuujjuaq.
They toured the community to
gather information on the cost of liv-
ing and the impact that the present
taxation system has on people. The
government officials were im-
pressed by how much Kuujjuag
stores charged for a small amount
of groceries, and found that most
things were more expensive—if at
all available—when they brought the
same shopping list to
# Kangigsujjuaq.

The visitors were informed by
KRG officials in Kuujjuaq of the poor
employment situation, and how the
present tax scheme does little to
help. Adel Yassa of KRDC showed
why Nunavik is not an easy place to run a small business.
Construction and maintenance costs are enormous, most
of the money transferred to the North is spent in the South,
and local merchant competition to restrain inflation does
not exist. “Taxation is a big sea,” he says, “You have to un-
derstand it in order to navigate.”

Talks will continue throughout the fall and the group will
compile the information that they are gathering for a De-
cember presentation to the government m
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Self-Government Article
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Paul Bussiéeres, Makivik’s political co-ordinator in
Quebec City has published an article on the col-
lective rights and power of the Nunavik Inuit. The
article, titled, “Droits collectifs et pouvoirs chez les
Inuit du Nunavik,” chronicles the political process between
Inuit and the Quebec government over the past twenty years
in the search for self-government. Published in Etudes Inuit
Studies, the article examines the collective values Inuit have
held dear to in this process, and the new ones they are pre-
pared to embrace.

Bussieres concludes that in the aftermath of the
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The Inuit Taparitsat of
Canada (ITC) marked 20
years of service at their
annual general meeting in
Kuujjuaq September 8-10.
During celebrations, in-
cluding a feast and concert
with Susan Aglukark and
William Tagoona, President
Rosemarie Kuptana pre-

sented past presidents and
outstanding regional mem-
bers with sealskin folios
and other special gifts.

George Koneak,
Nunavik’s “Agiggaq,” as
Charlie Watt introduced
him, received one such
honour. First Vice-Presi-
dent Zebedee Nungak later
sang with Sidney Dicker,
from Labrador.

Makivik's corporate

Charlottetown Accord, Inuit are in a healthy position vis-a-vis CerICiLC, Ctdd booth was there too. After
the Quebec Government to take up where they left off in their D ACRESS DHINCEEE ITC resolutions were ta-
negotiations for self-government. The Nunavik Inuit model, e b<Irec b NCPHr- bled, the panels were
Bussiéres notes, is based on a public government over a large A= < ArAds a1 shipped to an ICC meeting
territory, not at all like the inherent rights provisions would have o= lindo SRl I dREDINR in Nuuk, Greenland.
granted many aboriginal groups had it passed.
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Taqramiut Nipingat Incorporated plans five original half
hour shows each week on its TV network starting this fall.
They'll be shown Monday to Saturday at 7:00 P.M. on

TVNC, and rebroadcast at times during

} the week, including some mornings in re-
' i sponse to requests from elders (see TNI
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schedule page 50).

TNI has focused a lot on training this
summer. On the TV side, Putulik llisituk,
Senior Producer in Salluit and Maggie

CSIrp AL
Tagramiul Nipingat Inc

A*ldc® AaldP®c Actocdoe® ActocdA<RdMo Angiyou a Producer in Dorval attended the Summer Insti-
DAGLA L, tute in Native Journalism, an intensive three week course at
CNl Sy CSMptgde webflchoih s AP s® the University of Regina.

PCLBR*PL Do Ao%e® ac P Actodoo 5, oACPAL<™ Meanwhile, TNI radio put seven people through a Ra-

Carps oA o5 bNA* sacecl® Aallhent™ ™ oo, dio Training Course, created by TNI, KRG Employment and
bNé* Ac*odocno’l®, <-L_ CEGEPdedJonguiere. ¢CL® Training, KSB, and the CEGEP de Jonquiere. Four of the
Acto-do-TTt  ALaSDAS CHEPYIE  AaAMaNErre. course graduates were already TNI staff members.

Ac®f AbSPLIAS CSMDC acPN**o0® Y50, 160 One of the contributors to TNI Radio in Salluit, 16 year
DPPc® AchA  dAN baCPC P 5o PALTDAC old Elisapie Isaac received a Canada Day Youth Award ithis

AcCoDINLat Acb<™ DA Ab=itlleFeof oaic *
SRS B ERY S A e S R Bl . ) o P N o B
P odt AY LNPALTE. CLT® AcbPbCPA<D GBS o A™LAS
4-Ls LPADC DALDcnoc'l Ab<YLDN™ *oC.

DNGER Ea

summer n recognition of her contribution to the community,
and to Canada. Elisapie co-hosts a show each Thursday
night with Susie Sakiagak. Both are active participants in
TNI and Makivik youth programs.
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Framework
Agreement
Signed

The Framework Agreement
regarding the Inuit of North-
ern Quebec offshore claims
was signed in Toronto on
Thursday August 23rd. The
comprehensive land claim is
being negotiated between
the Inuit of Northern Quebec
as represented by Makivik

Corporation, and Canada.

Charlie Wart signed for Maki-

vik, witnessed by Daniel
Epoo. The new federal Min-
ister of Northern Affairs
Pauline Browes signed for
Canada, witnessed by chief
federal negotiator Denis
Chatain. Titus Alooloo, Minis-
ter of Renewable Resources
for the Government of the
Northwest Territories (GNWT)
signed on behalf of the
GNWT, witnessed by Eliza-
beth Snider. The GNWT is
participating fully in the nego-
tiations as a member of the
federal negotiating team.

The Framework Agree-
ment lists ten subject-mat-
ters for negotiation, such as,
“Wildlife use and Manage-
ment, Land Ownership, Eco-
nomic Development, and
Compensation.” New sub-
jects may be introduced by
either party. An Agreement-
In-Principle is expected
within three years. It's the first
comprehensive land claim
based exclusively on offshore
areas.

Don Allard, Sam
Silverstone, Lorraine Brooke,
and Donald Watt also
attended the signing cer-
emony on behalf of Makivik
Corporation.
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Summer Concerts

Kashtin and entertainers from the North thrilled audi-
ences on the east coast of Hudson’s Bay this summer.
Uncontrollable fog caused the two Innu performers to
arrive in Kuujjuaraapik a day late, but fans had two
chances to see them emerge from the fog on the stage
on the stage of : .
the community’s
triple gymnasium
on July 28. Spec-
tators, who
bought up the
2,000 tickets,
lined up after-
wards for auto-
graphs.

A week later,
TNI was on hand
to film  the -
Inukjuak Artists Association’s concert on August 5th. Af-
ter the opening prayer, host Adamie Inukpuk introduced
14 performers from Hudson Bay settlements and from
the NWT. Takaginai's puppets, who were in town to
shoot footage for their television show, did two skits,
and all of the artists came on stage for the final song.
Makivik paid the cost of freight for equipment from the
South and singers traveled to Inukjuak for half price on
Air Inuit.

André Brassard, of the Inukjuak Artists Association,
says, “We plan to have the event every year to promote
the Northern artists.”

MAKIVIK NEWS
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Hydro Tables EIS

On the last day of August, Hydro-Québec tabled its Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS) concerning the proposed Great
Whale hydro project. The statement covers more than 5,000
pages of text. Hydro also produced a 250 page summary
document in Inuktitut, French, and English. The report is the
result of over 11 years of studies on the Great Whale project it-
self, and over two decades of studies of the northern region.
Hydro reports its cost at $256 million.

Hydro argues that the Great Whale project is needed to
meet expected energy demands starting in the years 2000-
2005. Regarding the impacts, Hydro reports, “The Grande
Baleine complex will not endanger a single species, or the di-

versity of species, or the
— size of the animal and veg-
G WA B i etable populations of the
region.” As well, it states
that the impacts of the
project will be local, effect-
ing the Inuit and Cree
populations of Kuujjuar-
aapik and Whapmagoostui
mostly. It also argues, from
its studies, “The problem
caused by methylmercury
is temporary and manage-
able.”

The EIS is one step in the Environmental Review Process
set out in the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement.
The five review panels must now read the documents and de-
cide if, according to their original Guidelines issued in Septem-
ber 1992, the Hydro EIS is satisfactory. If it is, public hearings
will then be held on Hydro-Québec’s study before the review
panels can say whether or not Hydro-Québec can proceed
with construction.

Makivik Corporation had no immediate comment on the
EIS, as it is quite voluminous (only two of several documents
are pictured here). It will likely take several weeks to read the
entire EIS, which has also been produced in a new computer
format: CD-ROM, much lighter than the 5,000 page version.
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About 60 tents, teepees,
and tupiks were erected on
the south side of Kuujjuar-
aapik from July 26th to Au-
gust 1. People came from the
United States, Western
Canada, Nova Scotia, and
some Inuit communities to
join Crees in a show of oppo-
3 sition to the Great Whale hy-
dro project, and also to “revive native culture and values.”

Approximately 100 residents of Povungnituk arrived by
water for the occasion. Inuit residents of Kuujjuaraapik were
informed a week before it started. Most of the Native traditions
and practices that took place there were from the Cree cul-
ture. It was resolved by those in attendance that such a gath-
ering should take place annually.
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Avatag Moves to

<P<id
d*Lo".

10 MTafo

Lachine

The Avataqg Cultural Institute

moved to

Lachine this summer.

Their new address is 650 32nd

Avenue, on the third floor, the

same building where Makivik is.
Pictured here, in front of the

archeological

collection, two

coleman stoves, and gear boxes

are from

left to right: Josee

Dufour, Daniel Gendron, Richard

Mailhot,

Suzanne Beaubien,

Sylvie Coté-Chew. Absent are
Tommy Weetaluktuk, and Sylvie

Mansfield.
Lachi

ne and Dorval , which

are adjacent communities, now
have southern offices for Makivik,.
Avatag, KSB, TNI, Air Inuit, Kigag
Travel, First Air, and many hospital
transit houses and student resi-
dences. Both communities are
coastal, and most organizations
are within a ten minute walk of the
St. Lawrence River.
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What do you do with an arena in
the summer? Install a couple of pools
in them and have a ball. The summer
bathing season in Nunavik is pretty
short, so an indoor pool offers young-
sters a chance to indulge in summer
water sports without any pesky mos-
quitoes around.

The pools opened on the first of
July, at the Kuujjuaq Forum, between
center ice and the goal crease.
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Makivik‘s Finance Department is
wasting no time in seeking the most
appropriate way to disperse the $1.2-
million earmarked at the last Annual
General Meeting for serious social
problems that trouble so many Inuit in
Nunavik.

Recognizing budget restrictions
at all levels of government, and the
meager resources available to com-
bat these problems, the Corporation
sees the situation as a matter of
“public safety” which must be acted
upon without delay.

It is not Makivik's intention to in-
tervene in the responsibilities of other
organizations. Mark T. Gordon and
Peter Adams invited leaders from so-
cial institutions to discuss spending
and to establish criteria for access to
funds. At a meeting in Kuujjuaq, rep-
resentatives of Kativik CRSSS,
Tulattavik Health Care Center,
Nunalitugait, Kuujjuag Mayor Johnny
Adams, Mayor Jobie Epoo of
Inukjuak, and Harry Tulugak from
Povungnituk shared their concerns
with occasional passion.

The group decided that it makes
more sense to spend the money on a
few projects with a solid community
footing than to invest in experimental
projects with lesser chances of suc-
cess. With this in mind, Povungnituk’s
therapeutic community, Inukjuak’s
Youth Detoxification Center, and
the detoxification center in Old Fort
Chimo will be supported as models
for future programs.
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Second World
Iindigenous Youth
Conference

By Sarah Airo

Darwin. Australia was the location
for the Second World Indigenous
Youth Conference this year. The con-
ference was hosted by the Larakia
aboriginal people from Darwin, North-
ern Territory of Australia.

Indigenous people from 29
countries attended the meeting from
July 5th to July 11th of 1993. Ten Inuit
people represented Nunavik: Brenda
Epoo, Aloupa Kulula, Larry Watt,
George Berthe, Sapina Snowball,
Sarah Airo, Sylvia Cloutier, Sheila
Cloutier, Tunu Napartuk, and Charlie
Arngak. Jimi Onalik from Rankin Inlet,
NWT also participated with the Nuna-
vik group. Makivik Coordinator-
Trainer Bertran Michaud was the ani-
mator for the whole trip.

Nunavik Youth travelers downunder posing at Kakadu Park in front of ancient aboriginal drawing on rock (front L-R)
Tunu Napartuk, Jimmy Onalik, Sapina Snowball, Alupa Kulula, Brenda Epoo (behind Alupa), George Berthe
(rear L-R): Sylvia Cloutier, Larry Watt, Sheila Cloutier, Sara Airo, Park Ranger, Bertran Michaud

Each day Keynote speakers
gave an extensive international per-
spective on various topics, and
placed the issues into general histori-
cal and political context. Two youth
speakers gave a youth perspective
on the issues raised. The meeting
took place at a large gymnasium
called the Marrara stadium. Tradi-
tional and Cultural aboriginal per-
formances were also held every

WORLD INDIGENOT

“CLAIMING OUR FUTURE: THE
REALITY OF WHERE WE ARE AND
WHERE WE'RE GOING” was the
theme of the conference. This Inter-
national conference was to bring in-
digenous people together to bring
and exchange their experiences, feel-
ings, ideas, wisdom, and their cultural
beliefs. They discussed indigenous
peoples’ rights, social issues, indig-
enous women and society, culture,
education, environment and develop-
ment.

evening following the conferences.
After the meetings, workshops
were held every afternoon. The pur-
pose of having workshops was to
find solutions of different problems
each indigenous peoples’ relate to. At
the end of the day the delegates met
to discuss the outcomes and actions
of what is needed to present to the
United Nations to solve problems
which aboriginal people face today.
There were various issues that
were discussed throughout the con-

ference but | will refer to some of the
major topics under them which |
thought were important. The major
issues that were brought up were: In-
digenous Peoples’ Rights, Social Is-
sues, Indigenous Women and Soci-
ety, Culture and Education, and the
Environment and Development.

The Speakers

The issue on the first day was
“Indigenous Peoples’ Rights.” The
Keynote speaker was Michael
Mansell, National Secretary of the
Aboriginal Provincial Government.
“Sovereignty or Self Determination”
was the main topic of his discussion.

One of the interesting points he
raised was related to Government-
owned lands. It is a fact that the Gov-
ernment made so much money from
the land, and never took time to fully
understand or recognize the aborigi-
nal Australians. This situation was af-
fecting the aboriginal people in many
ways, one of them being destroying
land by opening mining sites. Not
only did this harm the people and the
land, but also the animals.

Moana Jackson, the Wellington
Maori Legal Services Director spoke
on the second day, in the morning.
His topic was “Indigenous People
and the Law” Moana justified the
need to reclaim Aboriginal Law, espe-
cially since this law has existed for
such a long time. From my own per-
sonal perspective, Abariginal Law is a
good idea but not necessarily best for
all aboriginal peoples of today. | have
this position because as Inuit people
we are adapting, and have lost impor-
tant traditional aspects such as
Shamanism.

Inaria Kaisiepo, from the Foun-
dation of Papua Peoples also spoke.
Her topic was “Repression and Indig-
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enous Resistance” She expressed
her feelings by blaming the white
man'’s society for having colonized
Aboriginal peoples without letting
them know. Another concern she
raised was environmental. She be-
lieves the environment is the most
important part of life because Abo-
riginal peoples depend on it and have
survived up to this time. Her state-
ment seemed to be fair since the
hardships experienced by Aboriginal
peoples in her land went on for so
long and started with no valid reason.

Aboriginal Exchange Student
Greg Phillips spoke on the fourth day
of the conference. Greg lives in Aus-
tralia and studied in North America
about Aboriginal peoples. His topic of
discussion was “Cultural Education
First" He believes that only through a
healing process a person can im-
prove himself. He stated that a lot of
Aboriginal peoples lose their
potentials through the abuse of alco-
hol and drugs. He inspired everyone
by showing how positively he spoke
as a young aboriginal person. He also
believed that any aboriginal person
can speak from his mind if he be-
lieves in himself.

The outcome of the conference
as a whole was to produce many rec-
ommendations to be brought to the
United Nations. Next summer the
Third World Indigenous Youth Confer-
ence will be held in Ecuador.

Getting There

The total duration of the trip to
our destination to Darwin Australia
from Nunavik was approximately 34
hours including changing airplanes at
each stop. This was our first experi-
ence to fly on the biggest aircraft in
the world, the Boeing 747-400 series.
We lost a day on our way to Darwin
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High School in Kuujjuaraapik
People who judge other people

because the time was 13 hours
ahead of our time zone in Canada.
Not only did we sleep on the plane
but we saw two movies, with so
many breakfast services.

Finally we arrived to Darwin but

without the whole group. Sheila and
Sylvia Cloutier, George Berthe and
Sapina Snowball were left behind in
Sydney, Australia because their
names were not listed on the last
flight. However, they managed to get
on a Singapore Airlines flight after ob-
taining special authorization through
Northwest Airlines. Furthermore the

advantage they received was more
elegant flight service than we had,
but we were really happy to see them
again the same day.

After a successful conference,
our group spent another week to ex-
plore the beauty of the Australian
country. Although it was winter (dry
season), the weather was always hot
and sunny. We went to the Kakadu
National Park, saw Aboriginal Austral-
ians’ paintings on stones, salt and
freshwater crocodiles, wallebyes,
iguanas and many different types of
birds. We also swam near a waterfall
where the famous film “Crocodile
Dundee” was filmed.

During our tour we also met
young aboriginal people in Jabaru
and played basketball and ex-
changed addresses.

After being so far away from
home for 2 weeks, everyone was
anxious to go back home and tell
about their experiences. This confer-
ence was very educational for me be-
cause | have a better understanding
of the important issues that surround
the aboriginal peoples of the world m
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In March 1993, the youth in Nunavik
proposed a resolution to all members
of the Makivik Annual General Meet-
ing regarding a summer camp meet-
ing at the site of Old Fort Chimo.
Upon acceptance by the members,
the trip to the summer camp was
able to go as planned.

The reason behind this proposal
was so that youth from Nunavik could
learn how to set up a summer camp
in their communities. Old Fort Chimo
was chosen as the place for the
meeting mainly because their camp
has been operating successfully for
the past 3 years.

There were many materials that
the delegates studied which were
covered in the meeting. Some of the
information they received were:
teamwork, fundraising, how to create
activities, when volunteers are
needed, and the role of elders.

The meeting was a success for
many reasons. Firstly, the atmos-
phere was well suited for this type of
meeting which avoided distractions
to arise. Secondly, we were able to
express our ideas openly. Lastly, we
found the materials relevant and
therefore saw the benefits of trans-
mitting the new information to other
youth in Nunavik.

The following is a report put to-
gether by all participants, detailing
the activities held throughout the
whole meeting.

The first day of the Summer
Camp Youth meeting organized by
Makivik started on August 9th, 1993.
Thirteen youth from twelve communi-
ties were present.

Along with the thirteen youth del-
egates, Makivik was represented by
it's own team of four people. Bertran
Michaud, Sarah Airo, Sammy P.
Gordon and Billy Meeko.

Upon arrival to the Kuujjuag
Youth Camp site in Old Chimo, every-
one became acquainted with one an-
other. After supper the youth met with
Marc Hainuit, a recreation co-
ordinator from Dawson College. Marc
showed many kinds of activities that

young people would like. Enjoying

the first day of camp, the youth easily

got to know each other and prepa-ed
themselves for the rest of the week.

Tunu Napartuk

Alouopa Kulula

Tuesday morning Marc Hainuit
talked to us about how to start a
summer camp. He also talked about
the roles of a camp counselor and of
the recreational co-
ordinator.

Later that
morning, Peter
Adams who was
suppose to come to
the camp but had
canceled, Josee
Vilandre took the
time slot and ex-
plained to us about
incorporation, rules
and regulations.

We brain-
stormed for new
ideas on activities
and games. We

he had a big bump on his head and
had to go to the Kuujjuaq hospital. He
didn’'t come back after that.

After swimming we went back to
the meeting and talked about life
skills and team work. After supper we
had an up-date on the Makivik youth
section. Later that night we played
some games at the barn and told
more ghost stories. Everyone was

split up into teams
and every team had &=
to come up with a

P br

Playing the “telephone game”

game. After that the
games were played. Some of the
games were very funny and exciting.
One game was very embarrassing
and we hardly knew the people that
we acted in front of.

That night the guys were telling
ghost stories. Three girls decided to
go to the barn where the guys stayed
to hear the stories. One of the guys
played a trick on everyone in the
barn. It was so believable that even
the guys were scared too. The girls
that went to hear the stories were too
scared to go back to their own camp.

Lizzie Ann Esperon
Bridget Saunders

Wednesday morning, we got up
around 8:00 am. It was a nice sunny
morning with no wind but a lot of
flies. After breakfast we had a meet-
ing until lunch. We talk about plan-
ning and setting up a summer camp
with Sarah and Bertran. After lunch
we went swimming. Most of us
swam, even Bert. We had a lot of fun.
Etok Akpahatuk tried to dive from the
shore and he hit a rock while going
down. When he got out of the water

getting scared. We had the greatest
time that day.

Elijah Elijaapik

Aquja Cain

Christine Cameron

The first item on the agenda the
first day was doing a community re-
port and talking about how to do
fundraising.

It's good when a Youth repre-
sentative from each community par-
ticipates and has comments about
their community. It's good to know
what is happening in their Youth
Committee.

We also discussed about
fundraising. It was good that they
brought up the fundraising because
most of the Youth Committees have
asked money from Makivik instead of
trying to do fundraising on their own.

We also discussed about
volunteerism. It is important to have
volunteers. And we talked about life
skills and communication, which are
the tools for Youth committees for the
whole Nunavik region. It's important
to communicate especially with the
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Youth Co-ordinators and Youth
agents.

Finally we went through the 1993
Kuujjuag Youth meeting minutes be-
cause we had to do some corrections
and to make sure the wording was
right.

Aibillie Tookalook
Jimmy Qarisaq

In the morning we woke up
around 7:30 am and went to break-
fast before going fishing. We went to
the barn to get ready to go fishing
and collected our fishing gear: fishing
rod, rubber plastic boots, rain coat
and some cameras.

We were so happy to go fishing.
We were expecting a lot of big fish.
On the first spot near the Makis Is-
land (Pakkivik), we went on Amos
Atsottata’'s boat but we only caught
ugly fish. We went to an island further
North to another spot but still didn't
have any luck.

On our way back it started rain-
ing and was windy. We went to the is-
land where there is a cabin so we
could get out of the rain. We had
lunch and we thought that we would
be there for a couple of hours to wait
while the rain stopped, but it contin-
ued to rain really hard. The weather
kept getting worse and the waves got
really high (we could have used a surf
board), and the wind became really
strong. Some people went fishing
near the water and they caught a
couple of ugly (very ugly) fish. Our
camp co-ordinator (Greg) told us that
we have to stay overnight. So we had
to stick all together in the same cabin.
When it was time to sleep the tem-
perature was very warm and we had
to take our blankets off and then
within a few hours the temperature
was really cold.

Johnny Nassak
Billy Meeko

We left Friday morning for a day
of fishing but due to bad weather we
got stuck at Pakkivik. It was very cold
when we all got up Saturday morning
and we were all hungry. Most of the
people laid around the cabin to warm
up and some of the people just went
back to sleep because we knew we
weren't leaving right away. Later in
the morning we knew we needed
food for lunch so most of us went
fishing. We didn't have much luck,

only two people caught one fish each
so the guys set up a net and later
caught two fish. When everybody
was back at the cabin we made
macaroni and soup which was the
only food there. Later in the afternoon
we had a meeting in the cabin about
communication and volunteerism in
our community.

Late in the afternoon the weather
was getting better so we were told to
clean up the cabin before we left. On
our way back to Old Chimo the water
was rough and most of us got wet
and were cold. When we made it to

Old Chimo everybody ran up to their
cabin and changed into dry clothes
and then had supper. After supper we
did some work on communication.
After that we did our reports about
the days we were in Old Chimo. After-
wards we watched a slides on Aus-
tralia where some youth participated
in the second World Indigenous con-
ference. After all our work we all went

to party in the boys barn.
We are all going to remember

this trip.

Elisapee Saunders
Sammy Gordon
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Mary A. Pilurtuut

November 2, 1970

Kangigsujjuag

Playing keyboard, singing, fishing, and camping
Housing Manager

To have multiple successful businesses

Write songs and travel for performances

Seafood, frozen and fresh country food with misiraq
My husband Lucasi

Leaving my family and freinds to study in the South
People who criticize others when they can't

see themselves
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Summer Science:
New Horizons

It was a “first” in Nunavik: a summer
science project for students, and it
was called “New Horizons". Eighteen
students from Kangigsualuujjuaq and
Kuujjuag participated in the archeo-
logical expeditions. The objective
was to initiate young people to the
exciting world of science, and the
culture that surrounds it, a bit like
Jurassic Park in Nunavik. The expedi-
tions took place on the east coast of
Ungava Bay at two research sites. At
least twelve scientists were involved
over the summer.

The aim of the expeditions was
to arouse the curiosity of the stu-
dents. This was done by explaining
the various research projects cur-
rently being done in Nunavik, and let-
ting them know what scientific occu-
pations exist. The students met biolo-
gists, ecologists, geologists, arche-
ologists, and of course airplane pi-
lots, and field guides. These profes-
sionals explained the nature of scien-
tific work, the Nordic ecosystems,
and the scientific knowledge one
needs to protect the environment and
use it intelligently.

There were three expeditions,
lasting 12 days, each one involving
six students and three monitors. Par-

ticipants ranged in age from 12 to 17
years old. Traveling was done by float
plane, boat, and on foot.

Two of the expeditions visited
the research camp maintained by the
Northern Studies Center of Laval Uni-
versity, based at Caen Lake. The bi-
ologists at this camp were studying
the George River caribou herd—the
biggest in the world—numbering over
700,000 animals.

Sapukait camp activity: handling Arctic Charr.

The students heard lectures from
the scientists, one on a different as-
pect of the angoing caribou research
program. Topics included the diet of
the caribou, their general state of
health, the influence of the flora avail-
able on their health (such as lichen),
their migration patterns, and the ef-
fect of insects on their behaviour.

All three expe-
ditions visited
Sapukait Camp on
the Abluviag Fjord.
There, the biolo-
gists who are de-
veloping a research
program on the
Arctic Charr
showed the stu-
dents how to use
the counting barrier
in order to measure
them, and sample
some for dissec-
tion, removing the
otoliths (little bones
in the ear) to deter- K&

mine their age, and el HBALN

Geologist Normand Goulet explaining geological formation

identified any parasites

by the three groups, has numerous
archeological sites. The students dis-
covered the importance of the
Quartzite of Ramah which was used
for tool manufacturing over 2,000
years ago. This mineral resource
came from the Labrador coast and
the students identified its presence
on the different explored sites.

oLy de
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that existed in the fish.

The participants had lectures on
the habitat of the charr, their migra-
tion routes to the sea of the
anadromous type, their diet, preda-
tors, and the importance of managing
the resource. The participants had a
chance to camp near the spectacular
Torngat mountains and learn their
geological and geomorphological
evolution. They identified rocks, min-
erals, and metals which are formed in
faults, such as graphite, nickel and
zinc, and industrial minerals such as
garnet. The scientists showed the
participants about orientation using
aerial photographs, topographic
maps, GPS (Global Positioning Sys-
tems) and compasses.

The Abluviaqg Fjord, also visited

The “New Horizons” project was
co-ordinated by Makivik and the Ka-
tivik Regional Government under the
program “Stay in School: Start Op-
tion” in order to encourage the stu-
dents to continue their studies, and to
demonstrate other fields of studies.
The success of the expeditions was
due to the devotion of monitors and
guides.

The volunteer spirit was also
quite strong. The Kativik School
Board, and all the scientists working
at the research sites from Laval Uni-
versity, Université du Québec a
Montreal, Waterloo University, the
Quebec Department of Recreation,
and the Avataq Cultural Institute, all
worked voluntarily.

MAKIVIK NEWS




DASLE bDPKtLato® summer Science

This project, to initiate young people to the world of
science, is vital to the future of Nunavik, as it rests in the
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7230 od°  LhESAF o ACPI=-2 Royal Assent (page 31) was wrong. Royal Assent was
Saturda 7:00PM Dorval Repeat-1 given to the Nunavut Bills in a special ceremony held
7:30PM Salluit Repeat-2 in Coppermine, NWT, on July 9, 1993.
_ M 74, * In our Nunavik Note on the Aids Symposium held in
4= D° 4:00D* od° d<4™ oACePIs-2 Kuujjuaq, page 39, we omitted to mention the fact
4:30D* 0d° A oS<q™ oACPI-2 that Kuujjuamiut Inc. also contributed $10,000.00 to
Sunday 4:00PM Kuujjuag Repeat-2 the Symposium.
4:30PM Inukjuak Repeat-2 We regret the errors.
? S B Ar Effective Monday October 11, 1893 to Sunday April 11, 1934
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