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Richmond Fair signals the end of 
summer celebrations

By Claudia Villemaire

The signs are everywhere - the gen­
tle sway of goldenrod in pastures 
and along highways and country 
roads, the deep red of mountain ash 

berries, sumac cones also a different 
shade of red, an ever-widening variety of 
colours on tree tops and yes, the Rich­
mond Fair this weekend - all indications 
summer is almost over and its time for 
one last Eastern Townships fair.

Opening the gates on the 155th 
county fair Tfufrsday evening means lots 
of planning and organizing by the team 
that must bring the grounds and build­
ings up to par, doing the never-ending 
tasks of repairs and maintenance that 
come back every year. Of course, every 
county fair hopes to improve or build 
new facilities and Richmond Fair presi­
dent Pauline Antink-Nelson was proud 
to announce the inauguration of a new 
sheep barn, completed in time for this 
year’s event.

“Thanks to our success last year, we 
were able to finance this new building 
for our sheep exhibitors,” Antink-Nelson 
explained during an interview last week. 
Exhibitors here had been dreaming of 
just such a new facility to replace the 
aging structure where snow, wind and 
rain had wreaked havoc in recent years. 
The new stable, with a higher roof, 
larger pens and walkways and, with its 
attachment to the roofed breezeway, will 
boast a covered showring on judging day. 
A far cry from the roped off space out­
side the main door where, if rain were 
imminent, the blue plastic tarps would

f Good tuck!
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be stretched between the door and per­
haps a pickup bumper, providing a little 
protection from rainy, windy show days 
where spectators and friends could hud­
dle, seated on bales of straw arranged in 
a circle to form a showring. In this area 
as well. Exotic Breeds Canada and the 
fair board will present an exhibition of 
rare breeds in four categories. “We will 
have a Berkshire pig, a Canadian dairy 
animal, a Canadian horse and I think, a 
Chanteclerc chicken. (The Chanteclerc 
breed of poultry was developed in Que­
bec and is both a pretty good egg pro­
ducer as well as a meaty bird, perfect for 
early settlers who wanted their eggs and 
their roasted chicken too). There will be 
special pens set up here in the breeze­
way, giving ample space for visitors to 
linger, ask questions and get some idea 
of food production,” Antink-Nelson de­
scribed.

A new project this year and one that 
has, in various forms, been featured at 
county fairs elsewhere, is a space set 
aside where children from three to 10 
years old are the focus. In this circuit, 
visitors will find several different types 
of food production on the farm repre­
sented. ‘They will be able to see and, in 
some cases, participate in various types 
and stages of food production, all while 
educating the younger generation about 
the source and preparation of their food. 
They’ll be encouraged to travel through 
the displays which take them from the 
initial stages of food production on the 
farm, with ‘stops’ at the hen house, the 
stables where both dairy and beef ani­
mals will be explained, examine the 
sheep enclosure, the horse stable, a veg­
etable garden and orchard, follow 
through to the market where farmers 
take their produce and finally to the su­
permarket where consumers make their 
food choices and purchases.”

Information placards are placed at 
each type of production and youngsters 
will be asked a question about what they 
have seen. This program is designed to 
educate the youngest generation whose 
connection to basic food production 
such as milk, meat, poultry, eggs, fruits

Clinique dentaire 
de Richmond
819 826-5909 

109 Coiteux St.

CLAUDIA VILLEMAIRE
Pauline Antink-Nelson, president, Richmond County Agriculture Society.

and vegetables is almost non-existent. 
The idea is a result of the 1’Association 
des expositions agricoles du Quebec, 
looking for ways to attract, interest and 
educate youngsters and their families 
about food production by supporting 
this new idea of an Agri-Tour in a ‘fun’ 
place such as a county fair.

Antink-Nelson, in her third year as 
president, has earned her ‘epaulettes’ 
quickly. But fairs are not new to her and 
her family. The Antinks from Hatley 
were well known in county fair circles, 
especially during the late 70s as the An­
tinks children began to participate in 4- 
H activities and competitions and father 
Willie joined several die-hards in the 
Ayer’s Cliff area who, with determina­
tion and perseverance, worked to com­
plete many changes, new buildings and

renovations to their county fair grounds 
and programs, determined to bring back 
the glory days of former years.

Pauline and her husband Trenholm 
Nelson have followed in the elder An- 
tink’s footsteps, introducing their three 
daughters to the rigors and fun of being 
active 4-H members. The girls have 
earned an enviable reputation as show­
manship champions with their Suffolk 
sheep, Jersey calves and Boer goats, trav­
eling to Eastern Townships fairs and 
even winning championships at such 
prestige events as the Royal Winter Fair 
in Toronto. Fairs are a priority for this 
family, proving the worth and impor­
tance of county fairs, getting involved, 
and helping to promote agriculture and 
food production and have a good time 
doing it.
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Enjoy the ride to the biggest little fair
By Claudia Villemaire 

Richmond

Have you noticed? There’s a bit of 
colour showing on the sugar 
maples and, if you’re not driving 
too fast, the odd crimson swamp maple 

can be spotted in the valleys below the 
highways. That color means two things 
- summer is almost over and the last 
county fair will open its gates Thursday 
evening, celebrating 155 years of non­
stop Richmond county fairs.

But this is no ordinary event. This is 
the last chance dyed-in-the-cloth fairgo- 
ers have to celebrate not only the end of 
summer, but to toast the hard-working 
agriculture producers who turn out to 
show the world what food production is 
all about. With top notch dairy and beef 
animals taking their turn in the 
showring Saturday to the purebred 
heavy horse halter classes in the outside 
ring, visitors can boast proudly about 
the outstanding examples in every breed 
they’ve watched go through their paces 
at this fair.

Now that’s not to say the other county 
fairs are not as good.

Every county exhibition prides itself 
on attracting the best display of animals, 
vegetables, fruit, field crops, arts and 
crafts and of course, country-kitchen 
fresh cooking and preserving. The Rich­
mond folk are quick to acknowledge the 
excellence at other county events but 
they turn out here to prove they can be 
proud of the productivity in their own 
county too.

Visitors to any county fair are encour­
aged to take a look at the countryside 
they wall probably cross as they travel 
down to the Richmond Valley floor 
where the fair is located. Perhaps a quick 
and admiring look at artist Tetro's mon­
umental work at the entrance to Upper 
Melbourne where his steel team of 
horses pulling double sleds loaded with 
logs, has weathered its first winter. This 
work of art commemorates world fa­
mous artist Fred Coburn whose home is 
right across from the Richmond County 
Museum, another interesting spot to 
tour, where the styles and habits of a 
middle class family are represented in

ê
 ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 
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Continued success to the 

Richmond Fair!

Ron Jones, President
(O

furnishings, art work and clothing.
If one arrives on Rte 116, from As­

bestos of Danville, at the first, (and only) 
traffic light, the antique Auto museum 
can’t be missed. In this spacious build­
ing, vintage vehicles from an era when 
classic styling, luxurious interiors, and 
lots and lots of chrome and nickel were 
‘in’. The museum can take an hour or 
more to visit, depending on the visitor’s 
desire to learn about the provenance of 
each vehicle, when and where it was 
made and, in some cases, fiear the story 
of famous owners or even Hollywood 
stars.

If one continues straight down Craig 
Street, and crosses the old steel bridge, 
just up the hill from the four-way stop is 
the old Presbyterian church, with its 
slate steeple, totally restored and re­
paired. Here one can find the history of 
slate quarrying in the area, learn that 
local slate was used on the first Parlia­
ment Buildings roof, (that were later lost 
by fire), watch a slate expert split open a 
block of this harder-than-rock stone and 
visit the boutique where local artists pre­
sent their work for admiration and also 
for sale. Here we find souvenirs and or­
namental pieces as well, with amiable 
and well-informed hosts and hostesses 
on hand to answer just about any ques­
tion on the slate industry of long ago.

Perhaps by this time, a snack would 
be the next order of the day. After all, if 
the ‘start’ was early, there’s still plenty 
of time for fun at the fair. So back across 
the historic bridge, a right turn down 
Main Street takes on to the old railroad 
station. The building is much the same 
as it was in the heydays of the early 
1900s. At that time, two railroads met 
here, the CNR and the Quebec Central. 
Station platforms on both sides of the 
station would be filled with hurrying 
folks, some transferring from one train 
to another, going to and from Portland, 
Maine, Sherbrooke, Montreal and, on 
the QCR, Quebec. This was one of the 
largest railway junctions of the time, 
complete with water tanks, round house 
where steam engines were repaired, coal 
sheds and stockyards. These days, in the

p6on ■ Graphic Design ■ Drafting 
graphics • Photography ■ Impression
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92 Principale N. Windsor, Qc J1S 2C7 Fax : 819.845.3706

renovated waiting room, an excellent 
restaurant awaits the traveler. In here, 
relics from bygone days decorate the 
wood used in wall and ceiling is still the 
same - a fitting start to an event that 
began when this railroad junction was 
in full swing, often unloading animals 
destined for the short walk that would 
bring them to the old fairgrounds, lo­
cated just up the hill from the station.

When the Agriculture Society moved 
its operation in the 60s, to the broad ex­
panse of the Richmond Valley, this fair 
slowly fell on hard times. With the pur­
chase of a new site, construction of a 
new arena, an increasing lack of interest 
by the usual fairgoers and buildings that 
didn’t transport very well, showing the 
signs of age, the future began to look 
dim indeed. But, as is the case of the 
Ayer’s Cliff supporters, a group of deter­
mined people organized a fundraising 
program which, in time, brought back 
the spirit of this fair, making it the 
‘biggest’ little fair in the Eastern Town­
ships. last year’s attendance far exceeded 
the most optimistic estimates, breaking 
records almost every day and providing 
the funds for the new sheep facility 
which will be christened with its first ex­
hibitors this week. There have been new 
buildings through the years, a com­
pletely new and modern dairy stable re­
placing the one seriously damaged by 
snow a few years ago, the extension on 
the front of the arena where the office 
and exhibition hall are now situated 
and, with the popularity of truck and 
tractor pulls increasing each year, com­
petitors have the benefit of a rebuilt 
pulling track in plain view of spectators 
seated on bleachers both sides of the 
track. Presidents such as Harry Lodge, 
Doug Perkins, David Crack and Malcolm 
Wheeler whose history as exhibitors, di­
rectors and administrators is legendary 
played a major role in ‘firing up’ enthu­
siasm for this county fair. Their belief in 
the importance of such events is evident

Are you looking for 
a farm fresh Turkey 

or Chicken?

The Richmond 4-H P< 
Members will auction

■.
September 11 
2 p.m.
lichmond Fair 
e the Office

Came okI npptrl ypar kal 4-H kHsI

and as past president Lodge often says, 
“1 guess I’ll just admit it. 1 simply can’t 
let a fair go by without being on hand to 
help out wherever I can.”

COURTESY
Pastoral Scene on St Francois River, Lower 
Richmond, Quebec, Canada

.'TV.;/ ‘-r^

Ville de

Richmond

The fair is a celebration of the 
special qualities of life 
in Richmond.

We extend our gratitude to all 
fair Board members, and the 
numerous volunteers 
who have made the 
155th Richmond Fair possible!

See you at the fair.

An invitation from the municipal council 

of Richmond

Marc-André Martel, Mayor 

Jean-Guy Berthiaume, Guy Boutin, 

Clifford Lancaster, Charles Mallette, 

Daniel Ménard, Réal Veilleux, 

councillors

Daniel Luduc, General Manager

www.ville.richmond.qc.ca

mailto:newsroom@sherbrookerecord.com
http://www.martineaud.com
mailto:info@martineauci.com
http://www.ville.richmond.qc.ca
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September 8, 9, 10, 11, 2011 Ife "Bill Show

155th 

Annual 
Fair

f ADMISSION:
(Midway ft attractions included): $10,00
0-4 years old: Free
Parking: $2,00
(Weekend pass parking incL): $30.00
(Weekend pass 5-16 years): $15.00

Automatic Bank Teller on grounds

Youth Talent Show
Come see our amateur contestants 

13 to 20 years
performing in song, dance, instrumentai or 

variety, solo or group

11 hOO Saturday
819-620-4071

talent@conquistador.ws

i

Try it!

Horse Show

128, route 143, Cleveland 
81 9 826-2764

www.exporichmondfair.com

Thursday. Sept. 8

18h Registration for amateur dog competition (3) 
19h Amateur Dog Competition, 

costume & race classes (3)
Obstacle course demonstrations by canine clubs

Friday. Sept. 9

9h Opening of the Petting Zoo (8)
Draft Horse Judging (6)

9h30 Youth Fair Judging (9)
10h Horticulture & Ladies Building Judging (9)

Beef Judging (3)
13h Midway opens 
19h Street Truck Pull (7)

Horse Show (3)
21 h Orchestre Country 'Bad Boys' (10)

Petting Zoo

Mechanical bull

Tractor pull

Saturday. Sept 10

9h Pony Show (6)
Opening of the Petting Zoo (8)

9h30 Judgement Holstein, Ayrshire a Jersey (3) 
10h Rabbit & Poultry Judging 

Draft horse Judging (6)
11 h Youth Talent Show (10)
12h Midway opens 
13h Irish Dancers (10)
13h30Magillusion (2)
14h Line Dancing (10)

Truck Pulls (7)
15h30Magillusion (2)
16h 'Lucky Boy (Luc)’ (10)
16h30Shephed & Shephredess Lead Class (3)
18h Truck & tractor Pull (7)

Horse Show (3)
18h30Magiilusion (2)
21h30 'Slightly Haggard’ (10)

Sunday. Sept. 11

9h Pony & light horse Judging (6) 
Opening of the Petting Zoo (8) 

11h30 Tractor Pull (7)
12h Midway opens 
12h30‘ Ludovik” Clown show (2)
14h 'Mystic Road’ (10)

4-H Turkey & Meat Chicken Auction
(2)
Horse Show (3)

18h End of Richmond Fair

•Schedule subject to change without notice.

mailto:newsroom@sherbrookerecord.com
mailto:newsroom@sherbrookerecord.com
mailto:talent@conquistador.ws
http://www.exporichmondfair.com
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Youth participation encouraged at
Richmond Fair

By Claudia Villemaire
Richmond

The Richmond County fairgrounds is 
a hive of activity this week as orga­
nizers and volunteers put the fin­
ishing touches on preparations for the 

155th exhibition opening Thursday 
evening. “We’re just about ready," said 
Valerie Fowler-Redburn, secretary who 
was already behind her desk Monday 
morning, mounds of official looking pa­
pers stacked and set aside, exhibitors’ 
tickets ready. “I think I’m getting used to 
the routine now,” she offered. “This is my 
third year now, so things move along 
faster now. That first year was pretty hec­
tic,” she adds.

“But a lot of credit goes to my very mo­
tivated husband who is my right hand 
man.”

We found Patrick Redburn, or perhaps 
we should say he crossed our path hur­
rying off to help early arrivals as they 
found their allotted spaces and began 
the task of setting up. Concessionaires 
were pulling in with trailers in tow, mid­
way trucks with rides stacked on semi­
trailers inched into their spaces, stables 
were getting a final cleaning and the sta­
bles for beef and dairy were almost ready 
with stall space swept and ready for its 
first layer of wood shavings and clean 
straw.

But that last minute rush is tradi­
tional at any event of this size when 
thousands of visitors are expected during 
the three-day event. Actually the fair 
opens unofficially Thursday evening 
with another tradition - the Dog Race. 
This event begins on a lighthearted note 
with a costume class for family pets. The 
result is a colorful mix of pets of all sizes 
dressed up, (or down) for the occasion. 
Actually this opening class for the races 
to follow is more like a grand parade be­
fore an evening filled with competitions 
for small, medium and large dogs fol­
lowed by demonstrations byAccroCanin, 
a group specializing in training dogs in 
both discipline and competitive disci­
pline and obstacle course fields of com­
petition. Last year’s appearance by the 
Schutzhund Club was a great favorite.

This year’s appearance by AccroCanin 
brings a different approach and under­
lines the intelligence and potential of 
their four-legged members. Registration 
is at 6 p.m. and the show begins at 7 p.m. 
and admission on the grounds is free.

Friday, there’s another type of inva­
sion at this fairgrounds. Hundreds of el­
ementary school children arrive, with 
arts and crafts in hand if they didn’t 
make it to the fairgrounds the day be­
fore. This is Youth Fair Day and hundreds 
of items ranging from gardens in a box 
to leggo set-ups that amaze the 
passersby, from toys and animals created 
with materials found at home, to collec­
tions of just about anything one can 
imagine. Everything goes on display in 
the Main Building, and is judged Friday 
afternoon when dozens of participants 
will take home prize ribbons and tro­
phies for their creations. The Youth Fair 
was organized nearly thirty years ago 
with the goal of bringing local young­
sters to the fair for a few hours, organize 
demonstrations of selected animals such 
as dairy and beef cows, hitching a horse, 
and so on, encouraging them to tour the 
stables and ask questions. Midway rides 
do not operate while the youngsters are 
here Friday. Although it’s a different kind 
of school day, it is not designed to be a 
holiday from learning, but definitely a 
fun way to learn about food sources and 
production.

Also in the Main building, judges 
begin the task of tasting every pie, cake 
and cookie on the display shelves. Judges 
move slowly among flowers and plants, 
examining the symmetry of perfect 
stems and petals and just across, shelves 
filled with handmade garments, quilts 
hung as wall tapestries are getting the 
once-over from their judges. In the arena, 
beef judging begins with the sheep, out 
in the breezeway between the new sheep 
bam and the beef stable.

Friday, the midway opens at 5 p.m., 
but Saturday and Sunday, 12 noon is the 
opening hour.

The first of sev­
eral pulling compe­
titions, the street 
truck category, gets

âHüSIs

CLAUDIA VILLEMAIRE
Adam Frost, poultry and petting farm man has a special exhibition of rare breeds this year.

under way at 7 p.m. 
and the traditional 
horse show in the 
arena at the same 
time. And the party 
begins in the recre­
ation tent where 
the band. The Bad 
Boys will tempt vis­
itors to trip the 
light fantastic into 
the wee hours.

■ THE i

Please see Fair 
page 7

J.M. Auto Road Side
317 Route 116 

Cleveland (Richmond)
819 826-3084 Fax: 819 826-5374 
More than 120 vehicles in inventory

• Cars • Pick-ups « Convertibles 
• Mini-Vans • Sport Utility 

www.jnauto.com
We have serviced over 15,600 satisfied customers!

SaCon 4 Pattes« Sarah Oakley
Organizer of the Dog Races

See you 
at the races!

819 826-2786
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RECORD
www.sherbrookerecord.com

Best wishes to the 
Richmond Fair 

organizers.

Jo-Ann Hovey
Advertising Consultant 

Email: jhovey@sherbrookerecord.com

You can now view each new issue of

RECORD
dàily with just a few clicks of your mouse!

Tei: 819-569-9525
Fax: 819-821-3179

x www.sherbrookerecord.com
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Fair
cont’d from page 6

Saturday, there’s a pony show in the 
outside ring and the arena gets busy 
early with dairy cattle, Holstein, Ayrshire 
and Jersey breeds coming out to strut 
their best. The poultry, waterfowl and or­
namentals are also getting the once over 
by judges in that facility beginning at 10 
a.m. This is the day the real fun begins 
with Irish Dancers from the local Irish 
Dance School, probably one of very few 
outside the Montreal area, to rouse the 
crowd with their presentation of tradi­
tional Irish dance, with both the soft 
shoe and hard-toed footgear that resem­
bles the popular River Dance style and ex­
pertise. That’s at 1p.m. While the magic 
of Ireland is still in the area, immediately 
after the dancers, Magillusion takes over 
in the smaller recreation area in front of 
the arena and the Lucky Boy band tunes 
up in the big recreation center at 4 p.m.

Meanwhile, out in the arena, the 
Sheep lead line class gets underway at 
4:30, the Billy Show featuring a trained 
horse follows and the horse show takes 
over right after that.

Saturday is the largest of the pulling 
competition with both trucks and trac­
tors roaring to the delight of the crowd, 
beginning at 6 p.m. Then of course, after 
another appearance by Magillusion, 
Slightly Haggard, the renowned Eastern 
Townships popular Country and country 
rock band puts the frosting on another 
busy day at this fair. The music starts at 
9:30 p.m.

Of course, there’s still lots to do and 
see on Sunday. In the outside ring, light 
horses and ponies prance through their 
specific classes beginning at 9am, an­
other tractor pull begins at 11:30 p.m., 
Ludovic the clown appears to do his 
show, the Mystic Band tunes up in the 
recreation tent and the high point of this 
fair for 4-H members is their traditional 
turkey auction at 2pm. This year, the 4-H 
will also offer meat-type poultry at this 
auction, a popular event where some­
times folks get a little silly with their 
bids, keeping in mind funds raised are 
used for club activities, clinics and 
events. The last chapter of horse events 
begins in the arena also starts at 2 p.m.

Committee chairpersons report en­
tries down a bit in beef and light horses. 
Lucie Logan, in charge of the light horse 
section reports entries reflect the onset 
of horse illness which has forced some

py

..............

The new sheep barn is ready for its first fair.

exhibitors to cancel their appearance.
Repairs and renovations in the beef 

barn will ensure the safety and comfort 
of these animals, but Jason Brock admits 
entries are down a bit there too.

However, Adam Frost, looking after 
poultry exhibits, was proud to say his fa­
cility will be filled with many different 
breeds of standard fowl, bantams, rab­
bits, waterfowl and ornamentals. Frost is 
also a major player in preparations for 
the Frost Family petting farm, (same 
building), where visitors can meet and 
greet small animals like baby bunnies, 
tiny chicks, young miniature horse foals 
or the winsome baby miniature goats.

Patrick Bernier, looking after the 
heavy horse section reports all is well in 
this category. The illness which has 
plagued county fairs’ horses this year is 
pretty well eradicated across the terri­
tory and Bernier emphasizes there’ll be 
a great heavy horse show at the fair this 
year.

The Youth Tal­
ent Show, encour­
aging participants

CLAUDIA V1LLKMAIRE

aged 13 to 20, a special event to attract 
young people to agricultural exhibi­
tions, has become a tradition at local 
fairs. The first competition at Richmond 
Fair last year proved very successful and 
once again, young people are invited to 
take courage in hand and step up to the 
microphone and show off their talent in 
whatever medium they choose, song, 
dance, instrumental, variety, solo or 
group. For more information about this 
event where winners get the chance to 
go on to provincial and national compe­
titions with prizes that encourage the 
development of their talent.

“All in all, I think we’ve got a fun 
weekend lined up,” the Secretary in­
sisted between phone calls, queries from 
arriving exhibitors and volunteers and 
keeping her books and official papers in 
order,” concluded Valerie Fowler-Red- 
burn.

NOVUS Have a Great Fair! 
from the employees 

of Novus.

RICHMOND, QUEBEC
' ■ .
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Financing 

up to 60 months*
*on selected, models. Financing available, subject 
to Kubota Credit Approval.

Proud to be your Kubota Dealer

LES EQUIPEMENTS

R.M. Nadeau
534 chemin du Parc Industriel 

Sherbrooke, QC
• 819 846-6828 

Toll Free: 1-888-884-6828 
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ENJOY!!!
County fair's...
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phtdaS ty out the Coupon O/xd Sendinq it to US.

PRINT VERSION 
3 months ($96d2) $34.00 
6 months ($7*ti) $68.00 

12 months ($$MS) $129.00
(taxes included)

ON-UNEVERSION 
1 month (S&ag) $5.00 

12 months ($$%65) $62.00
or pre-authorized monthly payments for only $11.39 

on renewals or new subscriptions

Richmond Fair ■ valid from Sept. 8-1Ï only
Mail, email or fax in this coupon

1195 Galt East Sherbrooke, QC J1G 1Y7 
Email: accounting@videotron.ca 

Tel. 819-569-9528 Fax: 819-821 -3179

NEW SUBSCRIPTION □ 

NAME

RENEWAL □

POSTAL CODE_______

PAYMENT BY: CASH □ 

AMOUNT PAID: $______

TELEPHONE _

CHEQUE □ VISA □ 

_____  E-MAIL:

MASTERCARD □

CREDIT CARD NUMBER:

CREDIT CARD EXPIRY DATE: RECORD

mailto:newsroom@sherbrookerecord.com
mailto:accounting@videotron.ca

