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yM o s t  co m p o s e rs  h a v e  a lw a y s  h a d  t h e i r  d issenters, a n d  these a re  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly  

th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  jou rna l is ts ,  w ho  in th e  n a m e  o f  th e  p u b l ic 's  w e l f a r e "  h ave  e le c te d  
t o  w a rn  th e  m us ic  lo v e r  t h a t  such a n d  such a re  th e  sh o r t  c o m in g s  o f  th is  o r  t h a t  c o m ­
poser.  S e ldom , i f  eve r,  h a v e  these  d i s c r im in a t in g  c r i t ic s  h a d  t h e i r  ow n  im p ro v e m e n ts  
t o  o f fe r .  So i t  has b een  th e  case  w i th  Tscha ikow sky . D e s p i te  th e  "s a c c h a r in e "  
o f  his m e lo d ie s  ( a c c o rd in g  t o  m usic 's  kn o w -a l ls " )  a la rg e  p u b l ic  has g ro w n  t o  love 
th e  g r e a t  Russian's c o m p o s i t io n s .  In th e  f ie ld  o f  p ia n o  l i t e r a tu r e  he le f t  p ia n o  p ieces  
w h ich  shine w i th  a p e r f e c t i o n  o f  s ty le  a n d  m e lo d ic  b e a u t y  unsu rp a sse d —C o m p o s i t io n s  
such as th e  " H u m o r e s q u e  
c h i ld re n 's  p ieces  b e s p e a k  a n a iv e  s im p l ic i t y  as c h a rm in g  as th e  s o n o r i ty  fo u n d  in his 
s y m ph o n ie s  o re  fu l l  o f  im p o s in g  g r a n d e u r .  H is  p ia n o  c o n c e r to  in B f l a t  m in o r  is one  o f  
th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  works in th e  p ia n o  r e p e r to i r e  a n d  o n ly  Tscha ikow sky  co u ld  have  
p a in t e d  w i th  such la rg e  strokes th e  pass ion  a n d  f i r e  o r  th e  m e la n c h o ly  o f  his t r a g i c  
l i fe .  P ia n is t ic a l ly  his p ieces  a re  m o s t  g r a t e f u l  f o r  th e  hands  as we l l  as p le a s in g  a n d  
s a t is fy in g  t o  th e  e a r .
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i BIOGRAPHY
i iMay 7, 1840 andPeter Ilyich Tschaikowsky was born in Russia at Votkinsk on 

passed away in St. Petersburg on November 6, I 893. As a child he was considered 
very high-strung and somewhat morbid. His first music lessons were had upon the 
piano at the age of five. A fter a general schooling he studied law and joined the 
Ministry of Justice at St. Petersburg In the minor position as a clerk. His service in 
this department was considered indifferent and appearing bored with clerical duties 
he soon manifested a keen interest in composition. He soon became a pupil of Nicolai 
Zaremba who helped lay the early foundation for an illustrious future. However, it 
was not until he entered the classes of the great Anton Rubinstein in orchestration 
that Tschaikowsky showed his genius for symphonic composition. Not withstanding the 
marked talent of his pupil, Anton Rubinstein never gave the deserving praise Tschai­
kowsky keenly craved from his master. His first opera met with indifferent success, but 
it was not until the appearance of his "Romeo and Juliet", an overture for orchestra, 
that he seemed to a ttract wide attention as a composer. He showed an indefatigable 
inclination for writing and strong determintion to turn out music that would not only 
satisfy him, but please his public as well. O f his ten operas "Eugen Oniegen" and 
"Pique Dame" are the best known.

One of the strangest incidents in the life of Tschaikowsky was the developement 
of a friendship with Navejda Von Meek, a patron of the arts. The curious fact that 
they never met personally, but conducted a friendship through correspondence still 
remains one of the most unique associations ever known.

In Î877 he married a pupil who studied at the Conservatory Antonia Miliukova, 
but the union was a most unhappy one and soon afterward dissolved although she 
persued him for a time.

O f his six symphonies the fifth, ranks as his most popular work. The piano concerto 
in B fla t minor takes Its place a one of the foremost compositions of its kind in the entire 
piano literature, rich in melodic content and very massive in style. The violin concerto 
in D Major Is In the repertoire of every violin virtuoso and is resplendent with sparkling 
passages of inspiring musical color. Besides numerous songs, a piano trio, and a string 
quartette, there are numeous piano pieces of great charm and beauty. His untimely 
death was due to cholera, said to have been caused by drinking unboiled water during 
an epidemic at St. Petersburg. Tschaikowsky has been called the "Beethoven" of Russian 
Music.
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IOld French Mélodie3

A rranged  and Edited  by 
M oissaye and Lillian Boguslawsk
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ĝPf 7 y  "  '  ? - f-^-lrT~T7 S a
«3 = - ^ '  V  J1 VP m

2
r---------d - J -  ?  . É ±± .

a
RI



t

6

He a r t -broken Dolly
Arrange d  and Edi ted by 
Moissaye and L i l l i an  Boguslawski
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Italian Melodie
A rranged  and Edited by 
M oissaye and L i l l ia n  Boguslaws.ki
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Polka
Arranged and Edited  by 
M oissaye and  L i l l ia n  B oguslaw sk i
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H The Skylark
A rranged and Edited  by 
Moissaye and Lillian Boguslawski
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