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fi^fJIE Bifcovery of America, bas of 
$ T 5 a new Field for Improvement, min the

commercial and bufy World. To be* 
come intimately acquainted with the States and 
Provinces of North - Amert ca, is an Employment 
worthy the Attention of the grcateft Statefman 
and humblefl Peafant. While Travellers con- 
Jlantly prefent to our Mew, their accurate, en­
tertaining, and edifying Obfervations in Europe, 
Afi'a, and Africa, we are not fully pojfejfed cf 
thofe, which give us a View of our own Coun­
try, and the contiguous Provinces.

The Re-capitulation of many of the following 
Obfervations upon the Provinces of Canada, to 
........... lals, has led them to fuggefi to the Au ­

thor the Gratification it would afford, to have 
tbefe prejented in a Volume.

In Obedience to their Wipes, I have under­
taken,,to prefent Jiicb Remarks and Information, 
during my Travels through tbefe Countries, 
may perhaps amufe, if not edify-

4MI
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Introduêlion.

While Wars convulfe foreign Countries, and 
fluctuating Politics agitate the public Mind ; 
while we are extending our commercial Connec­
tions, forming Alliances, and drawing Intelli­
gence from every Quarter, it is hoped that this 
fmall Work may contribute a Mite to increafe 
cur Acquaintance with tbofe, who are now con­
nected with us by Treaties, as well as a Simi­
larity of Laws and Cufloms.

Our former Intercourfe has been chiefly by 
War ; but Peace, Commerce, and Emigrations 
are extending our Connections, and awake a 
Solicitude for more particular Accounts, than 
any one has yet detailed,

iMM

A Tour, &c.
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OUR principal communication from' 
Lower Canada to the States, is by the 
way of Lake Champlain and St. Johns, by a- 

water conveyance from Skeenlborough, or* 
the roads through Vermont.

r
Admiflion into the province of Lower Ca­

nada, was 1'ecured by the vifirants repotting 
thcmfelvcs at the I fie of Noix. Theirnamer 
are alfo taken at the cuftom-houfe in St* 
Johns, and a pafipert obtained into that pro­
vince, in order to a proper introduction, ci­
ther on bufinefs or amufement. A fott, gar- 
rifon, and magazine, are at St. Johns. The 
trade is inconfiderabie. Time and enterprife 
may convert it into a place of diftin&ion, as 
it is at the extremity of theTioithern part of 
Lak Champlain, wnere the waters of the 
river Sorel, formed by the lake, pafs into* 
the river St. Laurence.
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A TOUR, THROUGH

The rapids not far from St. Johns are not 
fo great, as to impede all communication with 
the lake and rivers. Rafts conftantly pafs at 
the fealbns, when the waters are high* but 
boats arc fo far impeded, that merchandize 
is conveyed by land from St. Johns to Cham- 
blee, about nine miles.

A regylar ftage paflès from St. Johns to 
Montreal, by the way of Lapararie. In the 
fpringof the year the roads are wet and heavy ; 
but the excellent Canadian horfes, and dex­
terous drivers, conveyed us in good feafon 
to the above village, which is oppofite to 
Montreal.

The decline of day, and the expediency 
of waiting for the bdars, which fet out in the 
morning for the city, tempted us to amufe 
ourfelves with a walk through the fettlement, 
along the pleafant banks of the river.

The molt diftinguifhed objeft is the parifh 
church, fituated in a fmall open fquare, near 
the centre. The curate refides near it: His 
manfion is the public property of the church, 
and is fulficiently large and commodious.— 
The church is ipacious and venerable, and 
conftrufted upon a fpecies of archite&urc
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which is not modern, but fo far reduced to 
rule, as for a long time to pleafe the eye, and 
entertain the curious. It is ftrong and lofty. 
Heavy arches within, fupport the roof; and 
the ferious mind, cannot fail of being im- 
preflcd with devout fenfations, while pifflng 
through it. The chancel is weil fipifhed, and 
decorated with carvings, and the furniture 
upon the altar: A number of hiftoric fcripture 
paintings adorn the walls.

Contiguous to the chapel, is alfo a female 
academy, or country nunnery ; where the 
village girls are inftru£tcd by their own fex, 
and others are received as boarders. Befides 
thefe, there are about 100 houfes built of 
ftone, or hewn timber, and chiefly made 
white and piaftered with lime.

The whole country is flat; and except the 
mountain of Montreal, at nine miles dillance, 
the horizon only bounds the view. The 
ifland, city, and mountain of Montreal, with 
a number of other i Hands, variegate the ex- 
tenfive feene, weft and north, from Lapararie.

The conveyance from hence to Montreal, 
is in flat-bottomed boats, which ate managed 
by the inhabitants with great dexterity. They
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pafs the rapids fafely j and the diftance is for­
gotten, amidft the hilarity and mufic of thefe; 
watermen, and the villages on the (horc we- 
had left, and that to which we approached.

This city is defended on the river fide by 
an high wall, and entered by gates. The 
whole prefents an handfome view of well* 
built houfes and churches. The ftreets are 
regular and commodious. The walls .which 
furround this place, are out of repair : They 
inclofe the public buildings and fquares, and 
the raoft valuable part of the (lores and bu~ 
finefs. Extenfive fuburbs contain the labor­
ing people j and when united with the abo ve 
deferibed part of the cisy, make it large ar;d< 
refpe&able

At the head of the deeper and more navi­
gable waters of the river St. Laurence, and at 
the confluence of the immenfe lakes, and large* 
rivers, north, well and fouth-well j connect­
ed with a fiourilhing country, Montreal will 
ever hold a confpicuous dation among the 
bufy towns of North-America,

The merchants who traffic with the Indi­
ans, in the north-wedern country, refide and 
have their fadory here. This valuable, bud-
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ncfs imploys many artifts : It may be laid to 
be the main-fpring to the mercantile affairs 
of thefe regions. Ma y European merchants 
have fettled here, and compofe part of the 
agreeable fociety we meet with.

The rapid and extenfive weftern fettle- 
ments, fincc the laft war, call for a large fup- 
ply of merchandize -, which is paid for in 
wheat, lumber, and many other articles of 
produce, with fome furs alfo.

*

Great attention is paid to religion by the 
Catholics. The parilh church, in the centre 
of this city, is a magnificent falric, and is 
built of (lone, in the form of a crois. Its 
elegant fteeple is covered with tin, and fur- 
nifhed with three well-toned bells. A carving 
of the crucifixion, as large as life, is placed 
over the chancel, at the eaft end of the church. 
The furniture and decorations of the chancel, 
are rich, and the hitloric feripture paintings 
numerous, a«d well executed. In the galle - 
ry>s%i the weft end, is a good organ.

The facriftee, or veltry room, is large and 
richly fupplied with every thing that is ufed 
in the fokmoitiés of their religion. The vdt~ 
menrs of the priefts and ornaments of the altar,
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are fuperb. This edifice affbrds an extenfive 
field, for the curiofity and inquiries, of a 
catholic or proteftant.

A large painting* which is intended to af­
ford an ideà of Purgatory, is hung at the right 
fide of the entcrance into this builuing : It ex­
hibits an angelic being, or the divine Saviour 
dcfcending from an opening cloud, and with 
a raoft benign countenance, extending his 
delivering arm to the diftrefled, condemned, 
and defponding fpirits, rcprefented in the 
lower part of the pifture. This group arc 
drawn with a variety of countenances ; forne 
in all the diftortion of agony and defpair.-— 
Others, with the cheering fines of hope.— 
Others, who have pafifed the <eafon of con­
finement, are reaching forth their hands, to 
accept a refcue,- by the heavenly mdFenger.

The defign and execution, are ingenious. 
The leflon taught from this reprefentation, is 
obedience to virtue’s laws, that we may ef- 
cape the place of torture, in a future worlds 
In this extenfi ve fabric, all the folemnities of 
religion are celebrated, with great pomp and 
decorum.

Contiguous to it, and connected by a long
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covered walk, is the feminary or confiant re- 
fidcnce of the clergy. They eat at one com­
mon table, and have their feparate apart­
ments for ftudy and retirement, with a com­
mon library.

In the rear is a garden, arranged in regular 
rdei, ftored with much good fruit» and af­

fording a pleafing fpot for air and exercife.
V.

A college of confiderable fize in another 
part of the city, is under the care of the clergy. 
In it, young men are taught the learned lan­
guages, and many branches of literature.— 
Here is a library and good accommodations 
for the ftudents.

! The college, of the order of the Recollett 
Friars, is out of repair ;—the fraternity is al- 
moft diffolved, by the death of its mem­
bers j as none could be added to it, accord­
ing to ftipulations at the conqueft. Mafs is 
tonftantly celebrated in their chapel.

The college of the diffolved order of Je- 
fuits, is converted into barracks for foldiers, 
and a prifon. The chapel is repaired and 
decorated, for an Englilh church.
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Large gardens are connected with rhefe 
inftitutions, and take up a very important and 
ufcful part of the city : They however fub- 
ferve the purpofes of health, while the fuburbs 
furnifh room for the abodes of the induftrious 
and poor, and gardens for the citizens.

One,
Two,

Three nunneries are within the city, 
is devoted to the education of females, 
are hofpflkls for the ^ck, and afylums for the 
poor. Both are well regulated and valuable 
inftitutions. They are Supported from the 
early benefactions of their founders, who were 
females, and other property owned by their 
refpeftive communities, joined to their earn­
ings, from various fpecimeps of ingenuity, 
and induftry, which they conftantly vend.

The nunnery in the city, which is an hof- 
pital, loft part of it funds in the late feizure 
of the property of the monaftries in France. 
Thefe women, wifhing to preferve their fifter- 
hood, and to perform the accuftomed aCte of 
charity to the fick and poor, fupply the de­
ficiency in their prefent incomes, by making 
up the articles of Indian drefs, feat by the 
merchants among the weftern tribes. This 
k the chief afylum for the diftrefifed. The 
aims' have provided an apothecary’s room,
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Whiclvis well ftored with all hcceflâry medi­
cine, and the king’s chief phyfkian, directs 
the adminiftring of it, and constantly vifits 
the patients gratis.

The buildings for courts and public buft* 
nefs, are not diftmguilhed for convenience 
Or tafte, while the edifices dedicated to reli­
gion and piety, do honor to their proprietors.

' The market is well furnifiitd with the pro­
duce of the feafon, cheap, good, and in great 
variety.

The champ-de-mars, or field of military 
parade, is on the ramparts, near the north 
gate. It is a pleafant walk, and at the hours 
of bringing on, and relieving the guards, af- 

lively feene. ■■%$$$
From this city, we have a view of thé 

mountain, which is at a final! diftance. It i* 
afeended by a good road, which rifes gradu­
ally, and prefents a variety ©f interefting ob­
jects, fuch as gardens, orchards, and country 
feats.—From the fummit, die eye behold» 
many lively landfcapes.
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The city and the i(lands in the river, or 
rather lake which furrounds the ifland and 
mountain of Montreal, and Ifle Jefu, unite in 
entertaining the fight in endlefs variety. This 
is the magazine for fruit, in particular for 
apples for the province. Tht(e are railed in 
abundance, are excellent in their quality* 
preferved with eafe, and (bid at a moderate 
price.

■ # ’
Several pari(hes and pariiT» churches arc on 

this IÜand. At La’chine is the landing place 
frpm the upper countries ; rapids making any 
further progrefs towards the city, by water, 
very difficult: Boats are built at this place, 
and loaded for the Indian and. weftern traffic. 
A canal is meditated, but not begun* in or­
der to remove the difficulties, which prevent 
the loading at Montreal :—A convenient val­
ley prefents for this purpofe. The expence 
vou d be amply compensated by the facility, 
with which brufinejs would then be executed.

The private villas, country houfes, gar­
dens, and highly cultivated mountain and 
iiland, intice the vifitor to fpend f>me time

nes. The roads 
The foil

among the delightfome feenes 
are good in fiimmer and winter.
is rich, and air exceedingly falubrious.



A part of the army is Rationed in Montreal, 
in barracks erected for the foldiery, under 
the French adminiftration, and thofe formed 
lately in the college of the Jcfuits.

An happy harmony prevails among all or­
ders of the inhabitants, which arc compofed 
of EngliflV, French, Scotch and Irifh. An 
urbanity, hofpitality, and interdling gentility 
of manners pervade mpft dalles or [people.

• Since fettlements have been made in the 
northern parts of Vermont, and its neigh­
bourhood, on the Canada fide of the line, an 
extenfive traflic has been introduced in to this 
city from thence. This will increafe with 
the population, and for a long time be unri­
valled. In cafe of war, Montreal is expofed 
to invafions by land, fhould the States take 
a ftiare in the conteft.

Religion, appears to have its proper influ­
ence upon the inhabitants. Churches arc 
thronged : Peace takes place among pro- 
felTors of every name. The clergy are well 
fupplied. The Englifh priefls have their re­
wards from England, joined to an annual 
falary paid by their pariihonets. The catho­
lic minifters have certain rents* which art
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water conveyance down the river, impeded 
only by the rapids above Chamblce, and the 
{mail ftreams and mill feats upon them, wiU 
tend to encourage every kind of induftry.

The Engliih church is the fécond that has 
been built in the province.—A fmall one had 
been previoufly erefted on the oppofite fide 
of the St. Laurence, rather as a monument or 
maufokum for the dead, than a chapel for a 
numerous congregation.

A minifter of the Engliih church, a man 
of fortune, refides and officiates at William 
Henry, and among the troops at St. Johns.

The Catholics have a large ftone church, 
which is not far from the manfion of their 
minifier. In no parts of this province, do 
the Catholics appear negligent in providing 
for the inftitutions and fupport of religion.

This town is about forty miles below Mont­
real. As we came hither by water, we were 
conftantly amufed wirii a pieafant country : 
Villages are in view on both fic'es of the r.ver: 
Many of them are decorated with fpires made 
brüliant by a covering of tin.

be
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tend to encourage every kind of iuduftry.

The Engliih church is the feconl that has 
been built in the province.—A fmall one had 
been previoufly erefted on the oppofite fide 
of the St. Laurence, rather as a monument or 
maufokum for the dead, than a chapel for a 
numerous congregation.

A minifter of the Engliih church, a man 
of fortune, refides and officiates at William 
Henry, and among the troops at St. Johns.

The Catholics have a large ftone church, 
which is not far from the manfion of their 
minifier. In no parts of this province, do 
the Catholics appear negligent in providing 
for the inftitutions and fupport of religion.

This town is about forty miles below Mont­
real. As we came hither by water, we were 
conftantly amufed with a pkafant country : 
Villages are in view on both fic'es of the river:
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For their better accommodation with wa­
ter, the inhabitants build their htiufes neat 
the banks of the river, and the farms are 
cunfequently narrow in front, and their houfeS 
not far from each other. Theft are formed 
of (tone ér fquare timber y—being made White 
With lime, the contrail between them, and thè 
verdure of the trees and fields, caotes a pic-*- 
turti like fee ne. We in reality puffed onè 
continued village.

A decent, rcfpeétful affability of manners, 
prevails among the French peafancfÿ ; the 
roads and Houtefc being near the margin of thè 
v/ater, we frequently converted with the in ha* 
bitants on the Ihore.

Our waterman were civil ahd attentive.-* 
We wéfiè often indulged by thém, with i 
French long, and with gratification faw their 
attention to their religion, as thiÿ pafléd thé 
churches. Thefc they yifiled at the hours of 
devotion.

Having (pent fome days at WHliarti Henry; 
we proceeded down the river 5 but having 
fetched the center of the Lake of Si. Peter*, 
a fouth wind catiftd a dangerous fWeB; and 
we landed at the river I>e Loup, from whence

»
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wé took carriages, ami were conveyed to 
Three Rivers.

The iflands forrhed at the friouth of the 
river Sore), extend froth William Hertry to 
the Lake. They ate flat, vàrfegated by trees, 
cultivated fields, and fmall farm houfes. Our 
patTage in different directions, among thele 
i francs, and the width of the lakes, deprived 
t»*s df Our former views of the country j but 
thefe were exchanged for objects equally 
amufihg, as the iflàndë afford a great variety..

The toWn called Thrèe Rivers, is built 
upon a riling ground: The front towards the 
river, is generally à high deep bank of i'ând 
and gravel. It is the only place of confe- 
quenefe, as to trade, on the north fide of the 
river St. Laurence-, between Montreal and 
Quebec. While the province was under the 
adrtiiniftratiOn of the French, fonfr fnptrior 
civil and military officers refitted at Three 
Rivers. A large pàriftt church, a nunnery 
which is an hofpital, and place for fèirfîdè 
education, are poflelled by the Catholics.— 
The college ervCted by the jeftrits, is how a 
jprifon, âhd placé for public offices, 
èhapèl is improved, partly for civil court 
nd a congregation of Protefhhts of the Eng-



lifh church. This union of religion and law, 
under one roof, is uncommon. The chaocd 
is circular, and conv'"“xd into very commo­
dious feats, for judges, jurors, and other at­
tendants upon judicial proceedings. On the 
fouih fide of the fame chapel is ereeled a 
decent pulpit, reading ddk and pews.

OO A TOUR THROUGH

This town enjoys fome trade with the In­
dians, who often vifit it with their furs, belts, 
and other manufactures. The foil of the 
neighbouring country is barren and Tandy.— 
About nine miles in its rear is a large fettle- 
merit formed by a furnace, which is the chief 
fa&ory for call iron. From hence, the whole 
northern country is furrnihed with that iiti- 
menle fupply of (loves, fo univet fally ufcci 
in thofe provinces. European artifts, diditu* 
guilhed for their ingenuity, are employed as 
fuperintendants and conductors o( this exten- 
five bufinefs. In every part, ability, and en­
ter prize are difeovered, and a better regula­
ted faClory need not be fought for in North- 
America.

The mechanifm of the extenfive works,1 
the mode in which water is conveyed to tiie 
various parts where it is wanted, caufe great 
difpatch in bufmefs. , s
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The townof Three Rivers, obtained its name 
from its neighbourhood to the river, which 
has two iflands at its mouth, as it enters the 
river Su Laurence, and this forms the ap* 
pearance of three dreams.

The central fituation of this towrn, be- * 
tween the cities of Montreal and Que bee, haa 
led many to projet the ereflion or a college 
in it, for the inftrudtion of young men.

An EngHfh clergyman, and two Catholic 
minifters, refide here upon handfomr (Jripcnd# 
raifed by their refpeftive communities.

"

Locations are made in the lands Luth. of 
Three Rivers, on the oppoftce fliore, and a 
communication between Canada and the 
States, will (hortly be opened from thence, 
by the way of the river Connecticut,

The road from the river De Loup to this 
place is good, and like the country already 
deferibed, well, lêtckd and well cultivated. 
We palled the late cantonments of thole called 
the loyal corpse during the late war, and the 
guards on the point of the Lake of St. Peter, 
where the waters allume a narrower courfe, 
and. become part of the river St, Laurence,
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A new fcene opened upon our arriva} at 
Quebec, the key into the province by water, 
and the theatre of many military operation*, 
where the members of two European nations 
have ruled, and the inhabitants of the States 
have diftinguiihed themfdves by their valor.

Unfavorable winds, and the impediments 
of a tide, frequently detained us on our way 
to this city, as (he waters flow up the river 
as far as Three Rivers.—-This left us to at­
tend to its progrefs, and to regulate our voyage 
accordingly.

wgiï^jïiVwT * $ i
From Montreal to Quebec, we have again 

found an aim oft continued village. Good 
accommodations by night and day, and eafy 
conveyances by land and water, all at a mo~ 
derate price. '1* d

Religion appears truly venerable, not only 
in its temples and other edifices, but in the 
hofpitaiity, politenefs, and genteel deport­
ment of moll of its profeffors. To the clergy 
and other gentlemen of rank and information, 
we have been indebted for many civilities.— 
At Cape Santa and Point-au-Tremble, we 
were politely entertained, while the winds and 
tide delayed our voyage. The ftrft of thefe
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villages, is made confpicuous at a confuterable 
diftante, by a large church adorned with five 
ft ce pies—all covered with tin.

This temple ftands on a riling ground, and. 
wa-> founded by three ladies of great -eft ate— 
It is called the Church of the Three Sifters, in 
commemoration of this their piety. It ranks 

fize with the Cathedral of Quebec, and dit 
pari Hi church of Montreal.

Point ati-Tremble is eighteen miles from 
Quebec. The late fuffragan or affiliant biihop, 
called the coadjutor, refided in this pariflb—r 
He was greatly eftetmed by Lord Dorchefter 
and the court at Quebec. Through the in­
fluence of this nobleman, that worthy prelate 
was advanced to the Epifccpal chair. He 
attended Lord Dorchefter on a voyage to 
England, and was formerly a Oath-lie mif- 
fi nary among the Indians at Penobfcot, in 
the State of Mafiachufetts, and received a 
ftipend from the general court there far thole 
Services. A fpecimen of policy or liberality 
at that time, which is to be applauded, but 
not ealiiy accounted for. This dignitary 
joined to a zealous attachment to his reli-

fious profdTion, the chriftian, gcmleman, the 
iend of learning, and patron of ufefui arts,
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and men cf merit. Tie died in Quebec, and 
the curate of Longnile, near Montreal, was 
elected to the fame dignity.

The biffiops of the Catholic church, pre- 
ferve the fucceffion of cpifcopal power with 
great care, and no one is confecrared without 
the approbation of tfte'biflrop of Rome, and 
the governor of Canada.

Thus preferving the diftinftion of ec- 
clcfmflicai powers, the rights of patronage, 
and the duties of allegiance, and removing I 
jtaloufies and dlfcontents on al) ftdes. *

One bid-top only is neceflary, io deliver the 
facer dotal power to another, and a fuffragan 
is always elefted upon the deceafe of either 
of the two, that the diocefe may not be def- 
finite of a fnperior. The other biffiop re- 
fides with the clergy in the féminary of Que­
bec. His former palace is converted into 
land and other offices, and irs chapel into a 
court or parliament houfe. The clergy teach 
a number of young men in the feminary, and 
are the principal inftru&ors through the pro­
vince.

It is a common place remark that the clergy
e . ' 1
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of the church qf Rome, wifii to keep the 
people in ignorance. This charge has given 
offeree in Canada. At the firft Icttlemçnt 
of this province, large rdervation.s of lands 
were made, for the promotion of learning, 
and commodious and excellent colleges were 
ereded. Thefe were under the fuperintend­
ance of the foçiety of Jefuits. Inftnjdors 
were placed and every needful endowment and 
arrangement made for diffenvnucing knowl­
edge. But, upon furrendering of the pro­
vince to the BritiCh, after the conque ft, thefe 
colleges, were converted into bar,racks and 
prifons, both in Montreal and Quebec. The 
funds are appropriated to other ufes a/ter the 
’eceafe of the longe ft liver of tjie fraternity.

Ul. attempts to ered fubftitutes for thefe, 
have heen abortive. The nation of England 
has not made amends for the loft, and t! 
Catholics have been defeated and chagrinée 
•—The Anglo-Americans who abode by the 
Britifh ftandard, and wifljed to provide for 
the educatk n of their children in Canada, have 
endeavoured to form academies and fchools 
after the example of the States. The Ca­
tholic bifhop has been confuked, and he g4ve 
his opinion without referve, that the college*
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an i property of the Jefuits ought to be ref- 
tored to their original ufes in promoting 
knowledge;—that they were amply adequate 
to every purpofe. He was afked to give a 
fhtement of the prefent revenues of the 
clergy, with a hope, that a fund might be 
raffed from thence for the purpofe. His 
anfwer was, that the incomes of the clergy, 
v/ere barely iufEcient for their neceffities,— 
that thefe depended upon certain parts of the 
produfb of the country, which were fre­
quently climinilhed by blaft, drought, and 
unfruitful feafons,—that the clergy were con- 
ftantly obliged to refign their dues to relieve 
the poor, and thus neglected exaéting juftice 
for themfelvcs.

After deliberating on thefubjeft, the go­
vernor and the English party relinquifned 
the defign. Colleges are not erefted. Young 
men are fent into England and the States for 
éducation. The clergy of the Romiih church 
proceed to educate all who are placed under 
their care, and fome Proteftant fchdols are 
taughi in the towns of Montreal, William 
Henry, Three Rivers, and Quebec.

This lad city is compofed of two parts, 
called the Upper and Lower town. The lat-
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ter is erc&ed under a precipice, and upon 
die Leach on the banks of the river. It n 
connected with the upper town, by a winding 
{Ireet, and a foot way up winding fairs. In it 
are the p»*bU«; and private (lores and v/fearves. 
The depth of the water, the height to which 
it rifes, and the commodious beach formed 
during the ebb of the tide, afford many con­
veniences to facilitate bufinefi;. Oac dre et 
of houies, with the above (lores and wharves, 
compofe the principal part of the lower town*

The upper town is built upon an eminence 
which commands the country and river. The 
fortifications are ftrong, the city is entered by 
gates, and muil reduced only by great military 
force, regular fiege, and per levé ring oppe ra­
tions. Every apparatus and provision for its 
defence, are prepared and in readinefs, in 
great quantities. Surprize, flratagem, and 
ftarvarion, are foarcely pra i; table, 'efpecially 
when the rigors of winter, are to be funnounr- 
ed by affaiiannts and behegers. m wm

Within the walls, are Ihe chatteau or go­
vernor’s home, all public offices, the church­
es, fern inary, Jefuics and Recollect) colle­
ges, and two nunneries.
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The chatteau is a large florae building, with 
a commodious fpot as a court yard, or place 
of parade in front towards the town. Joinc l 
to this, is a large dining or banquetting hall : 
On the lurnmit of an inaccelliblc precipice in 
front from this houfc and its gardens, we view 
the country «aft, and loud) atrofs the river, 
and the whole of the lower town.

Thé mod remarkable building in Quebec, 
is the Cathedral church, which is large, and 
attended by a numerous congregation. It is 
well adorned at the cart end near the altar, 
but doth not m^ke the fame fplendicl appear^ 
«race, with the parifti cl urch of Montreal.

ic feminary and former college of the Je- 
fuits are large. Elegant chapels are joined 
to eachof them. The Recollects college 
and chapel have been demolifiaed by fire, and 
are in ruins. The nunneries are alto large : 
One is a place of female education, the other 
is an hofpital: A third is without the city, 
and an hofpital. Thefe inftitutions, the pro­
perty of females,—the receptacle for the fick 
and wounded, are conducted with great order 
and economy. Human woes are alleviated by 
them in a manner, that does honor to human 
nature and religion. They contain large
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apartments for fick men, and fick women. 
They are the only alms houfes in. the pro­
vince, and are fupported from the property 
of the nuns. Thefe women are the tiurfes 
and attendants. Apothecaries’ rooms, Ap­
plied with medicine are in each, fuperin- 
tended by a nun. This is her princ ipal em­
ployment. The hofpital rooms are connect­
ed with the chapels, and by the opening of 
folding doors the Ikk may attend the devo­
tions. They are fereened from public view 
by a curtain and lattice work. Great gra- 
city and decorum arc obferved through the 
whole. On the fide oppofite to the aparo- 
ments of the fick, is the chapel of the nuns* 
opened and fecured in the larat* manner. The 
main chapel is acceffible to all vifitors, as are 
the churches through the province. Such lay­
ered refpe<5t for religion, .and fuch integrity 
prevail, that the churches are open night and 
day. The hand of facrilcge, has fcldom 
deprived the temples of the fmalleft article. 
Contiguous to each of the colleges and nun­
neries, are gardens which occupy a confidcra*- 
ble part of Quebec. Many private gardens 
are alfo within the city. Perhaps no mere 
ground ;s taken up in thefe, than is neccfiary 
to preferve the health.

c 2
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Fires have frequently ravaged the tipper 
and lower town, and the fuburbs.

The mod memorable fpot contiguous to 
Quebec, is Abraham’s plain. This is an 
cxtenftve flat ground about a mile in width, 
extending in a line-with the river towards the 
fbuth-wefr. Near the river the bank riles 
ludderify, and forms a precipice not eaftly to 
be afeended. On the north fide, this hill 
gradually defeends to the river St. Charles. 
'The neighbouring region then rifes in a gen­
tle Hope, and wc are entertained with a view 
of the pleafant country, farm houles, * and 
villages, until the profpeft is loft in the dif- 
tant hills and the horizon. On this plain 
Wolf fell. The fpot is Ihewn, but it is not 
marked by any monument to tbftingwifh ir. 
He landed at a place now called Wolf’s cove, 
made by the river, covered by the circular 
form of the neighboring height or precipice. 
He afeended by an hollow way, which na­
ture had formed by a fmall rivulet caufcd by 
rains from the water collected on the plain.

Nature had thus prepared a landing place 
and a pafs from the beach, which was cover­
ed from the view of the befieged, and gave 
an opportunity to fui'prizc the enemy within 
the walls. ‘

)
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The public road runs along this plain, and 
is decorated with gentlemens’ country lean 
and fertile fields.

Beyond this cave is Powcl place, the refi- 
dence of the Pretcftant biftrop. It is an ele­
gant houfe, and the furm and gardens are in 
Englifh ftyle. if

A large area in front, with irregular cluf- 
ters of trees, a walk on the banks of the l iver, 
and the defeent by ftt-ps, lead the vifttor around 
a feat ©f cte g-reatell diitinftion in the neigh­
bourhood.

In furveying Abraham’s plain, we were 
pointed to the places where Montgomery, 
Woofter and others quartered and carried 
on their military operations.

The country around Quebec exhibits many 
enchanting profpefts. The villages and fet- 
flements acrofs the St. Laurence, towards 
point Iievi and the States—the Kle of Or* 
leans—the country towards the falls of Mont* 
morewey—4)orcHefter bridge—and the nun­
nery without the city, give beauty to extenfivfc 
pf ofpe&s. The falls of Montmorency, at the 
diflance of Even miles, tempted us to a ridé
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through the French villages and farms eaft of 
the city.

This admired eft is made by a
fmall river, which defcends at leaft two hun­
dred feet in one fheet of water. A bafon 
bolow receives it, and it is conveyed from 
thence a fmall diftance into the river St. Lau­
rence. We beheld the beauties of this place 
from a fummer houfe, which General Haldi- 
mand ere&ed over the river, to which we 
defeended by fevcral flights of Reps, made of 
wood, by fomc ingenious artift. The fummer 
houfe is really hung over the river, and the 
fall mu ft be from the above height, whenever 
it gives way to the decays of time. The 
varied tinges of the rainbow, formed amidft 
the water and vapors in a clear day,—the 
diminifhed ftature of the filhermen below, 
and the ingenuity of the artift, afforded us 
much amuiement.

This houfe is elegant, but not large.—It 
is accommodated with all the offices needful 
for a place of retreat for an hour or a night : 
It is too coftly for a peafant and man of bu- 
fmefa, and is not fufficiently commodious for 
the permanent refidence of a gentleman of
tenure, ranK, or iortune. iviucn taue is au- 
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played, ana force con 5 disable cxpcnce ha» 
been bellowed in decoration.

The Indian village of Lorette is vifited by 
grangers, where intercourfc with civilized 
nations, and the fuperirttendence of the Ca­
tholic clergy, exhibited the dependents of 
the aboriginals of America in a well regulâtëd 
fcttlement -, pious, induftrious, and moral.

A chapel, par ion’s hoofe, and the ufual 
fihftitutions of this couartry, for the benefit of 
its inhabitants, are found in this place al(b.

Rcfering particular remarks upon the cwf- 
toms, manners, and peculiarities ofithis coun­
try to the clofe of this work, ‘We proceed ito 
other parts o| the provinces.

Upon leaving Quebec, we n* vifited fome 
of the country through which we pafied. on 
our way thither. We found the river Sore! 
to be much narrower than the St. Laurence, 
and the margin equally well filled and deco­
rated with handfôme villages, through a fer­
tile country. An uniformity of •taflvion p 
vails in their churches and hoiries—'but 
variety of views .is great. The cnnrrownofe 
of the mive'r (prefented obiefts on each fide» 
as we progreflfed flowly againft the ftream.

tf, &
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Bcllevleu and the neighbouring mountain, 
exhibi T alluring, noble profpcct. This 
mount, a rift s in a conical form, and is con- 

jcuous at a great difbnce. Apple and. 
er fruit trees fiourifh upon it, and it is not 
ubitcd except in a few places. *

Chamblee Bafon at the hea l of navigation, 
is about onê mile acrofs. Its form is circular, 
and its banks inhabited. A church and vil­
lage on one fide, and an old (lone fortification 
on the other, and the entering of the waters 
from Lake Champlain, down the rapids, give 
variety to the objects which engrofted our 
attention. The fort is fquare, inclofing a 
barrack, and guarding the water conveyance 
and entrance by land.

The rapids are feldom palled except in the 
fpring, and feme have projected a mode of 
clearing out the rocks. Time will, by feme 
work of art, open an eafy water communica­
tion between the river and lake!

Very coftly and excellent mills are erected 
on the fide of thefe rapids. The carrying place 
from hence to St. Johns is about eight miles. 
—The road is good, boats are often taken 
icrofs, and but little interruption‘to travellers
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takes place 
Quebec.

between Lake Champlain and1
Lower Canada appears upon examination» 

to enjoy as many of the bkflings of life, as 
arc needful to make rnan happy. I he go­
vernment is mild and energetic. The ancient 
French code, and the prefent fyftetf) of l ing* 
Kfli laws, are conduced in fuels a mode as to 
fecure the citizens at large, in every valuable 
right. A representation, by the election of 
the people in a provincial legiflature, and the 
privilege of trial by jury, are eflablilhcd by 
the conllitution.

The civil and military lift are maintained 
by the Britifh nation, and the people pay few 
or no taxes tadefray the expenfes of govern­
ment. Salartw arc paid to the Englilb clergy, 
and to fome of the Catholic and P.dbyterian 
mimfters, by the crown. gg

The militk are officered by men clewed 
from among themfdves, and their refpeftive 
companies have r.’nrm pefts aligned, and the 
officers refUkncc is marked by a pole with an 
evergreen top. In this mode, in all cafes of 
difirds and danger, a refort is immediately 
pointed -out, for the inhabitant and 11 ranger,
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To the fouth-eaft of this place near the 
States, feulements are rapidly forming within 
the province. 'The fetriers are chiefly from 
the îéyaiifts of the late army, and emigrants 
from New-England. Already has confident - I 
hie land been improved and brought into j 
cultivation, and as theft* extend along the lines, 
and advance toward the river St. Laurence, 
they will greatly increafe the prosperity of 
this province.

. The hardy manners and induftry, the fuc- 
cefsful mode of clearing lands, in which the 
northern colonifts excel, give them many 
advantages. They cultivate the older farms, 
through the ancient feulements, among the 
French inhabitants better, and landholders in 
general prefer fuch upon their eftates.

IF.
This province, affords as many of the real 

enjoyments of life, and the people are as 
happy, peaceable, and profperous as in any 
part of North America. Few conquered 
countries have been better prote<5led or go­
verned. Religion, while it reftrains the peo* 
pie within the bounds of morality, has a large 
fhare in teaching them to obey government. 
T|e principles of liberty and religion, which 
have placed all power in the hands of the

1
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people* and deftroycd many of the laws and 
Cuftoms of countries governed by abfolute 
monarchs, and nobles and clergy with fu'pe- 
fior powers* arc gradually extending : This 
in confequence of the ufe and adminiftratioti of 
the Englifh laws and their opinions, cuftoms, 
manners and religion.

* jiMum ^ mai fa 4n * ‘isi&fat » «pf»*«k 1

The monaftic orders decrealt gradually 
and few offer thcmfclv ;s for admiffion int * 
the nunneries. The order of Friars and Jt 
fui is were permitted to enjoy their eftates at 
the conqueft, but to enrol no more in their 
fraternities. Thefe orders are 1 ‘ 
moft extind.

An order called the grey nuits, are fchool 
miftreffes, who ihftrud the girls only in the 
French and Indian villages. They arc not 
Confined to the cloiller, 4nd are very attentive 
to their pupils whom they early initiate into 
an acquaintance with the cathcchifme, fmaller 
Htuals, and the principles of religion. They 
have maid-fervants who attend their domtf- 
tic Concerns, and the inftitutions may be con- 
fidered as well regulated boarding fc bools.— 
Females who perform the more laborious part 
of the economy of the nunneries, arc called 

, - D \
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Lay Sifters, and have not taken the vow of 
Tingle life.

; • •• : : - ;>7i
Proteftantifm has made but little pro grefs. 

The univerfal toleration which is eftablifficd 
by law,—the peaceable temper of the go­
vernors of the Catholic church,—and the civil 

id military chara&crs at tl|e head of the 
province, have preferved general harmony.

, 4 '

The Engliffi biffiop in Quebec is a gentle* 
man of great learning, eminently qualified for 
his office. His moderation and discretion are 
very acceptable to all parties. So little zeal 
for profelyting from the Catholics has pre­
vailed, that more have joined thefe from the 
Proteftants than have been converts to the 
Engliffi church or the Prdbyterians.

Although a biffiop, prie ft, and deacon of­
ficiated in Quebec, yet an Englifti church has 
not been created for the ufe of the Engliffi con­
gregation, and divine fervire is celebrated in 
a Catholic chapel. The polirenefs and hof- 
pitality of the clergy were difplayed in a 
manner which demantis our higheft acknowl­
edgments of gratitude.

Our very geetcel reception by the affiftant
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bifhop of the Catholic church, opened a 
i fource for much information. We found 

him eafy of accefs, affable, and dignified in 
his manners. He alfo performed the duties 
of a parilh prieft and received a reward not 
fupt rior to moft of that order. He frequent­
ly tdminiftertd medicine to the Tick, having 
been called ijn his miffions to ftudy the heal-* 
ing art. ^ . ..

- By his letter we became acquainted with 
the bifhop of Quebec, a much efteemed ec- 
clefiaftie. In Quebec we met thefe dignita­
ries together at the feminary, and dined with 
the former at the chief juftice’s, in company 
with three of tne clergy of France, gentiiemeis 
of diftinguifhed rank, learning, and abilities*

The intercourfe among all deferiptions of 
the heads of departments and communities is 
fueh, as difplays great order and confidence 
among each other*. with a happy effeft upon 
the people and inordinate ftations.

The common habit of a bifhop ** a purple 
ftuff, with a velvet collar and cuffs. A gold 
croft about three inches long is worn around 
his neck, anti a broad filk fafh with gold 
taffeis at the ends around his waift. Thisat the
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drefis is fitted to the body but fpreads in the 
fikirt, reaching to the feet. It is ck)fed from 
the neck to the bottom with a large number 
of buttons. The habit of the inferior clergy 
is black, but is fimilar in its fafhion.

On our return from Quebec, we found 
the bifaop at Point-amTremble, celebrating 
the anniverfary of his confecration, attended 
by the head of the Recollects, three of the 
clergy from France, and forne of the parifih 
«leray from the city and neighbourhood.---- ,

I
 Perfect cafe prevailed among all. Towards 
the evening the bifhop accompanied us to 
the banks of the river, attended by the head 
of the Recolletts, a gentleman far advanced? 
in life, bus retaining a fund of vivacity, and 
a fprightly fancy and humour, which make 
his company acceptable in all circles.

When the fun was near fecring the parifh 
bell rung, and the company taking off their
tio engrofled a few minutes. This appeared
to be a fignal for prefenting devout thankf-

f
ivings. to the Father of mercies, ami is ob~ 
rved accordingly'by the whole parife and

country,
■ut r .
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. In the chapel a body oi Indian men, wr 
men, and children were upon their knees* to­
tally ahforbed in prdrndng their evening, 
adorations. We pafljed them, apparently 
without being noticed, and ;u far,' as external 
deportment authorized us to jjudge of* the, 
employ ment, of the heart, no fuppli cants could 
be more fincerely devout. They wer4 pare 
çt a tribe who wore upon a viüç to the c. . 
their former prieft, and were treated wit! 
great tendernds and.kindnds by himttlf and 
bis family..

U*»» V* *r* \ \u*

The weather was pleafunt and we had fern 
them in their encampment near the margin o 
the river. They had made their voyage ini 
a birch canoe, which was row their fhdeer 
from the fun. The women were bufy in 
manufacturing articles for fale irr birch-bark, 
which they decorate with the porcupine’s 
quill-^Dtiigencc and innocence marked their 
demeanor. Theft- temporary defences bjr 
their canoes are made more convenient, by 
the birch bark which, they carry with them i 
which anfwers às a. floor to fleep upon, or as; 
terns to ward off the wind and rain. The 
birch canoes are made of the bark of that 
tree and are of different dimensions. Thole." 

0 2
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pfed in the North-wdlern trade are large:— 
They are conftruéted for expeditious failing, 
—are light, and eafily conveyed over porta • 
ges or carrying places. Great attention rhufl 
be paid to the motion at entering or while 
within them, as the Irnalleft accident will 
overturn them if this is not obferved. When 
they arc properly loaded and ballafte 
are fafc and pals dangerous rapids 
difficulty or damage.

While the Canadian men hâve not gener­
ally the benefits of fchpols, and want colleges 
and inftru&ors, the women are well educated 
in city and country nunneries. The urfulint 
nuns teach in the cities and towns, and the 
grey nuns in the country.

The country nunneries are large well built
houfes, with gardens and needful court yards 
for iafcty, exercife and ornament. Qne of 
thefe is to be found in every village.’ Girls 
from a d|tiance are received as boarders, and 
‘Le village girls as day fcholars—They retire 

regular hours and are removed at the plea- 
__re of parents. Being contiguous to the 
chapel of the neighbourhood, ail attend de­
votions tnorning and evening. The effeft is
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Étions in reading, writing, and many of the 
afefui and ornamental blanches of induftry 
which are peculiar to the Ex.

Religion is venerated in every quarter—Its 
temple , its humane, and benevolent inftitu- 
tions—Its monuments and memorandums in 
cities and countries are numerous. Hlftoric 
paintings and pidures cover the walls, and 
the croffes by the way conftijptly Lad the 
mind to devout re dédions. It would be fo­
reign from the ctefign of this work to alter 
upon a detail of the peculiarities in the opin­
ions and rices of the Catholic church, which 
we call fuperftitious. Many ingenious argu­
ments, aro. given for their faith and inftitu- 
tions. Protrftants when they ftriped the 
churches of hiftoric feripeure paintings, 
prived them (elves not only or the rich pro- 
dudions of eminent artifts, but of valuable 
means/or inftrudiqn. The animated canvas 

oiic countries, gives us more juft and 
ideas of the nativity, refurredion, and 

afeenhon of our Lord, than can be afforded 
by the tongue or pen of the learned, nay, than 
by the language of feripture itfclf. That the 
painter has given us the feene in reality is not 
pretended, but as exad a reprefentation,of it 
as human ingenuity can devile. To this cuf-

de-
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tom of decorating churches it is to be attri­
buted, that Italy produced fo many eminent 
painters, and became a fchool; for men of that 
profeflion. The charge of idolatry, has been 
carried in the opinion of foher Proteftants, 
beyond all bounds of decency. The repre- 
fentation of the perfon or event is prelerved 
to inftruâ: and fblemnize. The mofi power­
ful arguments are ufed to deter the people 
from praying.fto images or. pictures.

While candor and charity lead us not to cen- 
fure or condemn what we are not thoroughly 
acquainted with, we Ihould guard againlfc 
thole violences and convullions, which would: 
make a prey of proféfïbrs of religion of any. 
kind to gratify fpleen, bigotry, avarice, or. 
any hateful paflion. Reformation is to bo 
effeded by wii'dom, gentlenefs, patience, an 
more exemplary *picty..

Travelling in this province k eafy and 
expeditious. A public mail-ftage runs from. 
St. Johns to Quebec : A calelcha, a fpectes, 
of chaife'or chair drawn by one hprfe,. is ufed 
by all clafles of citizens. Theft are to be 
had at molt of the pealants houfes, and ob ­
tained at pleafure in the Cities. Fqr a mo­
derate price travellers are conveyed in
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fixty miles a day—As the driver paffes the 
churches and croflcs, he checks the fpeed of 
the horfe and Itops for a minute, and taking 
off his hat repeats a final 1 prayer, and replaces 
it upon his head and drives on. Some havq 

otanely refilled and ridiculed this practice ; 
t to be conduced as a (Iranger by attend­

ants, who constantly pay their homage to the 
Creator and Prtferver of men, tpuft con (die 
every confujerate mind. It is more com­
mendable to encourage fuch devotions* than 
to interrupt them and give needlefs offence,

Water conveyances in fmall and large vef- 
fcls are alfo confiant between the cities of 
Montreal and Quebec. Whenever wind or 
tide detained us contrary to our inclination, 
we found ready cran fpor tat ion by the peasants 
on the land,

* '■ / * * - ' ^ * • ' •*.r* ' '

Water voyages are peculiarly entertaining î 
The expedition and convenience by which, 
they are conduced, lead many to prefer this, 
mode. The canoes and fiat bottomed boat*, 
pafs fafely and managed with dexterity, 
To the orderly- and refpe&tul deportment. 
die boatmen in general, they joined a fcrun 

)r as they pafifcd the churches, 
tests of religion, T|c watermen, 

constantly amufed us with their finging in a
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meafurp which is harmonious, and animates 
them to greater dexterity and expedition.

The foregoing deferibes a fummers vifit 
and tour. A winter is fcareefy lefs pleafant : 
The country is then covered With frlow—the 
waters congealed, and pleafure and bufinefs 
create an aitive feafon. The roads are good : 
Fat horles and good fleighs, called carioles, 
are plenty. D re fled in fur and prepared for 
the 'Climate, the cold and ftôrm makes but 
little impreflion—They caufe but little com­
plaint by either night or day, and the hottfes 
being heated by doves a temperature is form­
ed to that degree, which caufes flowers to 
appear in full bloom, and citron trees are to 
be folnd which have not been injured by 
froft for many years.

With a warm drefs, a buffaloe fkift over 
our feet and lap, a fur cap, muff, mittens 
arid bulkins lined with fur, we vtfited the 
village of the Algonguin and Irrioquois In 
dims, about 40 miles from Montreal—This 
is the refidence of the descendants and rem­
nant of two tribes, who dwell in two ftreets 

fmall cantonments in houfes fcrr 
wn timber doled with lime. The dr?cr
tween thefc cantonments is but a few
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In each is a fmall chapel of a regular form, 
about fifteen feet fquarc. Thefe edifices are 
frequent in thefe provinces and they are im­
proved in the Çath'dic procédions, in villa­
ges, as a fubftitute for large churches in the 
cities. Certain folemnities are attended in 
them on public fcftivals.

The Indians appear to be totally converted 
to chrfftiamty, and reduced to order under 
the government. No attendants upon reli­
gious worlhip can be more pun&ual or rever­
ential, and the fingingof their women is foft 
and enchanting. The large chapel is deco­
rated with a number of excellent hi (lotie rep- 
re fen tat ions taken from facred feripture.— 
The altar, vtilry room, veftments of the 
priefts, and the furniture at large ufed in this 
temple, are exceeded by few of the French 
churches.

a~ '* I* ^ ‘ * ; f ‘
■ /■■■'.;. far '', '.-fiÉjfe- -■ ,v : ' , _ v . h _ . > . ] . •. ,f ’ V

Thç Indians do not confine their devotions 
to the public afTetnbiing in the church, but 
arc punctual in their morning and evening 
ejaculations before and after their meals, and 
in all cafes of difficulty and danger.

, ^ 4,- ", v , 4; ^

After the feafon of hunting expires, thefe
two tnoes return to tneir vi»age :—une 
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them permits the women and children 
tend them into the fordt •-In the other, 
women abide at home. In fummer the land 
is cultivated, and bread and many other ne- 
Ceflaries raifed for their confumption during 
the-year* They have horfcs and other cattle, 
and vehicles for winter travelling. The wo­
men are diligent in their domeftic concerns, 
and manufacture belts, mockafons, and vari­
ous parts of the clothing bf their families.—* 
Furs and fkins are drelied by chefe people* 
and their whole time appears to be induftri- 
oufiy employed in the manüfaéttires peculiar 
to themfeltéài A large furplus is fold to the 
merchants in this village and Montreal. Trâ* 
ders are eftablifhed in all thefe fettlemcnts, 
“ho enjoy a lucrative traffic and pofTefs the 
•confidence of the Indians.

1' W'

The felicity and p-o&efity which prevail 
-fford fVrong arguments in fupport of the po*- 
licy of both the French and Englifh gov­
ernment*, and rhc good effect > the Oatho* 
lie religion. Thefe tribes are ufeful auxilia­
ries in all confufions with the Weftern tribes, 
and are employed as ambafTadors and runners.

About forty miles above this fettle ment, 
plantations ace forming on the Ottawais river
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into a region but little known until late years. 
A large country is now opening by water 
upon this river, which will be the principal 
channel of communication with the north- 
weftera country. The neighbourhood of this 
territory to Montreal, and the eafy commu­
tation by water to every part of the provin­
ces, make it very valuable.

At the mouth of this river is the Lake of 
the two mountains, known by its vicinity to 
two high hills, which are to be feen at a con- 
fiderablc diftance. Many fertile iflands and 
Tmail dreams are connected with this Lake 
and the river.

■Jm

e is a French 
ro’ an avenue

Oppofite to this Indian village 
fettlement, to which we pafled tn 
of evergreens of about twelve feet in height, 
placed in the ice, in regular order, equi- 
diflant from each other. This is a common 
pradtice, and very neceflary, where roads are 
expofed to be dtdroyed by new fnows, or 
the traveller may ’ole his way in a ftorm.

A (lane fortification formerly defended the 
entrance into the Lake and river at this place, 
and fume of its remains are to be fe<: n, conti-

'ÙMi DJM
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gu us to the chapel and parilh honfe. Thefc 
ane e retted ou a point of land, where com­
manding views prefent in every direction.-— 
Time may make this a place of importance, 
and a large city may be formed where the 
natives have refided unmolefted for many 
years. A road is opened from Montreal in 
the rear, and a winter journey is made AC vois 
the iHands and frozen waters in front.

The cuftoms and manners of the Indian», 
have been very generally and accurately def • 
cribed by thefe who firft vifited them, in 
what we call, their rude and favage flate—An 
intercourfe with thofe who have emigrated 
from Europe, has changed the feene in fome 
degree among the tribes in Canada. They 
have afiumed the fhort furtouc w hich is gen­
erally ufed by the peafantry. The children 
a*e nor fed upon a board, and the Blanket is 
retained by men, women and children, as the 
outer garment in rain or cold. The Indian 
flocking and mockafins, are well adapted to 
the climate. The French pealants wear a 
fhoc of tanned leather, conftrutted in the 
fame form.

The French government, early countenance 
matrimonial alliances with the natives, and a
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fimilaricy of features and complexion 
appear in all parts of the country, through 
which we have paüed. This affinity is evi­
dent in both the French and Indian fettle- 
ments, and men and women of thcfe refpec* 
live tribes and nations, live happily together 
in domeflic and matrimonial Hate. Their 
progeny marry together, as children of one 
common family. Was this virtuom and ra­
tional matrimonial alliance encouraged, 
the European emigrants into the American 
regions north and fouth, many confuliorts and 
outrages would be prevented.

From this village we palled through French 
fettle meets into the upper province, and the 
town Hiips polît*[fed by tire iate loyal corps 
and the adventurers from Europe and the 
States. People of every language and nation, 
have came hither and formed profpering co­
lonies. Heaven has bkffed their kbors, in- 
duftry, and enterprise. Few have experi­
enced greater fuccels. The nation of Eng­
land has fullered them with great care, and 
bellowed rations of provisions, clothing, 
materials for houfe building, hufhandry tools, 
and continued the pay of the late officers and 
foldicrs for three years.. Each of the eipi-
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grants alfo had a quantity of land beftowec 
upon them. _1 F

In return for this bounty, the nation vends, 
her manufactures, and muff enjoy a lucrative 
commerce with countries that ate increafing 
itt wealth and numbers, whofe cohfumption of 
foreign commodities will increafc in propor­
tion alfo. The advantages to the nation from 
this juftioe, policy, and mode of colonizing 
will be immenfe. The country is fertile, well 
timbered and watered. Commodious locks 
are formed near the rapids, which facilitate 
tranfportation. The winter is peculiarly fa­
vorable for conveying the produce of the 
country and commodities of the merchant to 
market, as the roads are good, the country 
flat, and waters frozen.

At St. Regis on the f nuh fide of the nver, 
a number of Indians refide in a fmali town, 
huilt of hewn timber, who are occupied in 
hunting, fifoing, farming, and the manufac­
tures of their tribes. The m >ft diftinguilhed 
object in this place is a very large Catholic 
church, inferior to few in flze, which has 
been lately built by the Indians thfcmfelves, 
with a fmali afliftance from the clergy and 
fbme gentlemen of rank and fortune. Men,
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women, and children in this village aflifted the* 
mafons and carpenters ir. procurir 
ftone, and lime, and in every poflible part of 
die labour.

It is a work which does honour to their 
seal, and is an ornament to a very pkafane 
country, contiguous to fertile iflands, and the 
waters of the river St. Laurence.. Mountains

iplain—Roads from hence, a» 
from an American plantation, making on rj 
fide of the States oppofite Johnftown, or 

►fwegatche, will expedite the communica­
tion with Albany and New-York, and fh„■rten 

irefent route more than one huhdre 
mtry is well calculate^
h ':f:

Britifb nation pay a fidary to the 
minifter of St. Regis, and a prdbyte * 

rian minifter on the oppofite fhore. At 
Cornwall and Johnftown, they are about to 
ere ft and maintain churches and academies, 
and a firm is affigned for the purpofe.

; î #

Kingfton is a confiderable town in the■■ftW

this

'ï&s «
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per province. It is ereded hear the old fort», 
called Frentinac, part of which, remain* with; 
the barracks, and are: improved by the gar- 
rifon which is flitioned there. Many large 
hot|les, flores, and fome convenient wharves 
are built near the rivet or hike. Being at 
the extremity of that inland fea, called the. 
Lake Ontario, and near the outlet from thence- 
which forms die river St. Laurence, this mull 
be a town of confiderable importance. A 
number of large vefllds arc conftanriy pafling1 
fïom hence in every direction aerofs the Lake, 
and boats are arriving to, and palling from 
hence and Montreal. The country is clear­
ing and cultivating. Numerous bays and 
rivers are connected with the Lake, and? 
health rnuft reward the induftry of a bufÿ, 
cnoerprifing people. Wheat, lumber, cattle, 
horfes, and pot-afli-s, will compofe the prin­
cipal exports, The confiant influx of inhabi­
tants will for a long time, coiifume the [*o- 

ice of the farmer, and fpare the trouble 
if exportation. With the numbers that have 
entered thefe regions, government has been 
eft abli filed, fitnilar in its form to the cooflftu- 
tion of England, and the other raya} govern­
ments. The civil, military, and eedefiafli- 
cal officers arc chiefly fupported by the ciawnr
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s'il
a ml the LegifLture meets on the other fulc 
ojt the Lake. ; '

An Engiifh chureh is ereéled, and a mif- 
fionary, who is the biOmp’s ct mini firry, is in­
duced into, the curt—He vifits the Mohawk 
Indians, and * has tranflated tljc gofpcls ant 
liturgy into that language.

The o’ojcft of the Britilh nation, is to peo- 
pie and cultivate this country, and. to make 
it as perfect a part of the empire as poflibk. 
Dreading revolutions, they are cautious in 
receiving republicans from the States, and 
t»ifh to encourage hufbandmen and labourers 
only.—Clergymen, lawyers, phyficians, and 
fchool-mafters from the States, are not the, 
firft chara£lers who would be foftered. Ma­
ny congregations would have been formed, 
and fchools opened, if the, policy in this 
titular had been different.

1

An extend ve field is opened for men of 
tetters in every pcofeffiwi. Destitute of col­
leges, academies and fchools, and confiding 
in the qualifications of the clergy ordained by 
the bilhops in the States, go\ ernor Simcoe 
sr'dhtd to have introduced luch, but an aft of 

Brifiih parliament difi-mcetxed hit dofign.
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When the bi Chops of England were per­
mitted to confecrate bilhops for the States, 
a claufe was inferred, in the ad parted by par­
liament for the purpofe, that nothing therein 
contained fhould enable fuch “ bifbops or 
clergymen- ordained by them, to cxercife 
their functions, within the limits of the na­
tion.” This ad was drawn by the arCh* bi (hop- 
of Canterbury, and has been obftinately ad- 
h.rcd.0,

While the States are open to rhe clerg 
from England, and fùmc fin re the peace and 
the above law, have been received into our 
pariibes j the clergy born and ordained in the' 
States are excluded from the parities in the 
provinces. ifi v*

Some of the latter, by reafon of ou> popu­
lar ekdions, have given way to thefc emi­
grants from Europe, to the diferefs of thefc 
American clergymen, and not for the greater 
good of our flocks. By means of- this law, 
thefr new courtries have been deftitute of 
miners, and lament their expofurc to the 
inroads of infidelity and enthufiafm.

Wife dignitaries and able ftatefmrn on both' 
fides of the Atlantic ; chriftian minifters and’
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profeflbrs agree, that the law is illiberal, un- 
chriftun and unequal. Much complaint and 
clamour have an fen, but no remedy has been 
provided.—in the provinces, they fay that 
cleigymcn horn Europe arc not acquainted 
fufficiently with the cuflotrr, manners, and 
habits of Americans, to ftrve with them fuc- 
cefsfully. In the States, it is agreed that this 
law, and our unreftrained mode of receiving 
clergymen from the Britifh nation, is- not 
contenant with the opinions of our country 
as to aliens, and the practice of the Europe­
ans, in their rcfpe&ivc countries, who retain 
all places of influence, honor, and profit in 
the hands of their own for*» and citizens.— 
The unity of the chriftiao church, in heart, 
faith and devotion, is too far facrificed to State 
policy and Eccleflaftical eftablifhments. This 
Jaw has certainly defeated the extending of 
religion and learning in the provinces.

All the attornies in this province have not 
been regularly t>red to the profeffion. Many 
are admitted to the bar, becaufe they have 
been adherents to the government, and re­
nde in particular neighbourhoods, where a 
practitioner is wanted. The order of attornies 
is not numerous in Canada: Men of diftin- 
gyilhed talents and acquirements are in the
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pfoteiBon, and j office is well adminiftered.— 
Controverfies among the Catholics, arc gen­
erally adjuifed by the clergy, and litigations 
arc not frequent. Penfion, place, and favor 
are referved for the Englifli and Scotch ad - 
venturers, and the fons of Oxford arid Cam­
bridge.

'

A tafte for literature, and defire after men­
tal and other improvements is prevalent, and 
fcience will extend its happy effe&s among 
t-hde new fetdements.
|| ; . . £3 ' r " ■ , t / . *

Mechanics of every kind are eftablifhed—-* 
Ship builders and mill wrights have, produced 
excellent fpccimens of their abilities. Mo'ft 
of the mills which are erefted irpon the larger 
ftrtams and mill feats, are the labors of inge­
nuity, and bring profit to the proprietors.

A water voyage through thefe provinces 
from Kingfton to Montreal is enchanting and
entertaining,—cheap and expeditious—while 
much delay and many impediments, put the 
patience to the proof in attempts to pafs into 
the country again ft the ftream.

New objeds prefem every moment to draw 
the attention : The river,—the broader vw
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ters of the Lake of St. Francis,—the rapids 
and illands, are full of novelty.

Among the firft which attnwft notice, is a 
clutter called the T houfand Iflands, where at 
lead that number are colleéted together, not far 
from Lake Ontario, of variât» forms and 
C?es. Sometimes they arc exhibited in a 
regular line, and then furnound us, where to 
a ftranger, no certain outlet appears. Thefe 
iflands are not inhabited except by birds and 
wild animals. Fifh are taken in abundance 
in moft of the northern waters.

The rapids at the outlet of the Lake of 
Sc. Franks, —below the cedars,—and at the 
calcadc, arc entertaining tç the eye, but caufe 
the heart to tremble. Thefe the Indians en­
counter without damage or much anxiety 
No adventure appears to be more hazardous ; 
but the fkiilful Indian navigator conducted 
us fafely through ail. To the Catholic prietts 
we were indebted, for recommending fwch 
for boatmen, as were temperate and faithful. 
Upon our pat ting with our attendants, they 
generally afked whether we were famfied, 
and they had fulfilled their engagements ?— 
This is a practice among both French and 
Indians, and renders travelling more plcafanr,
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where fuch perfons | be called to refpuncf 
for infolence or difhonedy, and by habit are 
taught to be decent and refpectfu! to employ­
ers.—In no inftance did one of thofc who 
efcorted us, offend by cheir negleft, indo­
lence, impertinent language, or intoxication : 
And on our return, we were frequently afked, 
whether our attendants had done their duty. 
All travellers would wifh that a fimilar care 
was uuiverfal.

’■ ■ tr > M * ' ' u ' * -;!Î’ 't „ /

The mutual attachment of the clergy, and 
their Indian parifhioners to each other, ap­
pears to be the refultof thofc reciprocal good 
offices, which* bind generous fouls together, 
and of that particular attention which is paid 
to the natives. Indances of this kind are 
often repeated.—A pried, who had lived a 
long time among the Indians, was about to 
be removed to another cure—Intelligence 
of this reached the Indians, who lent an aged 
chief to him as a meffenger. Having deliv­
ered his errand, and ufed many arguments to 
diffuade him from removing 5 he afked for 
an ancient, valuable belt, which had been

• depofited with the pried for fafe cudody, and 
was the tedimonial of an alliance between the 
natives and the adminidration of that time : 
When the belt was delivered, the chief ex-
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amining and recognizing it, fpread it around 
the feet of the prielt, and alked him whether 
he could walk away from the affection and 
bonds of union which that belt reminded hurt 
of? The belt was rettored to its cabinet, the 
prieft remained, and the Indians were facisfied.

,
In the church at Kingfton we faw an In­

dian woman, who fat in an honorable place 
among the EngJilh. She appeared very de­
vout during divine fervice, and very atten­
tive to the fermon. She was the relié: of the 
late Sir William Johnfton, fuperintendant of 
Indian affairs, hi the then province of New 
York, and mother of feveral children by him, 
who are married to Englifhmen, and provid 
ed for by the crown. She is the fitter to the 
celebrated Col. Brant, and has always been a 
faithful and ufeful friend in Indian affairs, 
while fhe refitted in Johnfton hall, and fince 
her removal to Upper Canada.

When Indian emballes arrived, fhc was 
fent for, dined at governor Simcoe’s and was 
treated with refpea by himfelf, his lady, and 
family. When treaties or purchafes were 
about to be made at Johnfton hall, fhe has 
often perfuatted the obftinate chiefs into a 

F
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compliance with the propofals for peace., or 
fale of lands. She retains the habit of her 
country women, and is a Protcftam.—During 
tire life of Sir William, fhc was attended with 
fplendor and refpeft, and fince the war, re- 
cieves a penfion and com pen Cation for lofics, 
for herfeif and her children.

Soon after the arrival of the Prote liant 
bilhop, he vif}ted the diocefe, aad on his 
way accidentally paffcd a party of Indians, 
who recognized their former iniflionary, the 
prelent minifter of Kh.gCton, in company 
with the hi3iop, and followed them to the 
inn where they halted. The bifhop’s atten­
tion was drawn to die affectionate meeting 
f the Indians, $nd their old friend. This 
ïd the Indians to aflt, who the bilhop was ? 
ring informed, that he was the Ipiritual 

guide, who was Cent by the Great Father 
acrof? the water to preach the golpe!, and 
regulate the concern of religion, they foli­
ated the privilege of making a fpeech to him, 
which was done accordingly through the in­
terpreter, in which they exprefled their joy 
and gratitude to God, and their earthly guides 
who led him to this undertaking. The bilhop 
in return, addreffed them, and agreeable ira-

Ki
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prefllons were made on all fides, by fo fud- 
dcn and unexpected an interview.

The clergy of Montreal are proprietors of 
an eftate, near the Algonquin and Iroquois 
towns, and maintain the incumbent, whom 
we found to be a fenfible, polite, affable and 
hofpitable man. His affiftant was an accom­
pli ihed young Ecclefiaitic, who had efcaped 
from France fince the preient wars, and was 
one of the prieits in Lyons. He retreated 
by the way of Geneva into England^ and 
fince his arrival in Canada, has devoted him- 
fclf as a mifUbnary to the fervice bf the In­
dians. He has Learned their language, and 
conftantly attends the duties of his function 
with great pun&ualiry. Gratitude to his Al­
mighty deliverer appears to have dictated this 
meafure : He was a youth of good lilents and 
education, adorned with many elegant en­
dowments, acquired amongtt the literati of 
of a polifhed city, in s. once civilized coun­
try. His parents were caft into prifon, and 
probably fell a iacrifice to Jacobimfm end 
Roberfpiere.

The clergy of the church of Rome, are 
early infpired with an ardent defire to be tent 
oii diftant mi fiions, and to propagate the
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pel in çvery part of the worlds They fa- 
ice eafe and affluence for thofe employ­

ments, with great zeal and alacrity. From 
hence it is, that they have planted ehriftiani- 
ty, in the moft diftant parts of the 'globe. 
From their conlequent fuccefsful labors, and 
greater experience, they are in due time, ad­
vanced to the ftation of bilhops anti fuperiors.

They are appointed to. their varioi^ err­
ands by the bifhop of the diocefe, and re­
moved at his diferetion, and upon the deccafe 
of a parifh prieft, another is immediately 
placed in the cure. If his adminiftration is 
not acceptable, he is made the mi (lifter of 
lamp other place.

Uifcords feldom break out with virulence 
.veen the clergy and their parifltioners, 
i. great reverence is paid to the prielthood 

as an office of divine appointment. Aaron, 
when çonfccrated to the prie ft hood in the 
churchoflfreal, was, not more revered, than, 
the Catholic priefts are in all public per­
formances. . ,

Their robes are made in imitation of thofe 
ufed by the Jewiffi priefts, and in comrocrr. 
oration of the garments worn, by the Sayiow
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of men. Different prayers are ,conpe$..... 
with thefe veftments, and idea at the time p 
putting them on or taking them off.

So minutely are thefe devotion.'!, and jJie 
inftrutffion or moral cenne&ed with them at­
tended to, that the glove or (tipper, ufed at a 
bifhop’s coniecration, are not put on, without 
praying, that the perton about to be elevated, 
may be bleffed, as Jacob was bleffed by his fa­
ther, when he put on the hairy gloves, and that 
his feet may be fliod with the preparation of 
she gofpel of ppace.

Politenefs, prudence, liberality, and dig 
eretion lead the clergy of Canada, not to in­
troduce the fubjeft of religion precipitately, 
before men of other perfuafions. They enter 
upon fuch themes with caution and'gravity. 
Carefully abflaining from therii in public 
places, which arc not devoted to religion*

Inflances arc often repeated of their refpetff 
to the Britifb government. When Prince; 
William Ltenry, was publicly received in 
M ontreal, many of the clergy of thé church 
of Rome were pre|ent, and paid hini the ref- 
peÔ f>( kneeling according to the ancient 

r 2 .................'
■ I ■ "i ; -.«■ j; -

.



mm
A TOjCJK THROÜOH

I; .

toms of Europe. The prince, however», 
politely requeued them to difpenfe with that- 
ceremony, and was obeyed.

The Proteflantbifhop, Doctor Mountain», 
arrived with the title given him in England, 
of bifhop of (Quebec. This was the title alio 
of the luperior in the Catholic church., who 
immediately direftéd his clergy to addrels 
iitn in future, by hi? fùrname. Such cordi­
ality is obferved, that when the late fuperin- 
tending blfhop of the provinces (bifbop In- 
glis) vifited Canada, he called upon the Ca­
tholic. clergy, and was received by them with 
jreat fefpeft. Upon leaving the province,, 
îc lamented the defolate ftate of the Englifh. 
church, and in a farewell fërmon preached in
piWkM
the tear from his eye.

The fcafts, fafts, and différent ceremonies 
and procédions of the Catholic church arc yer 
obferved ; except, that by a late ordinance, 
the people are not compelled to attend all 
thofe which are appointed in the callendcr, 
•This difpen fation was obtained, through the 
influence of the Englifh and Proteftant party; 
hut it has not prevented the accoftomcd ob-

Quebec, caajfcd the governor-general to wipe
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lervance of thofc feafons on the past of the 
people.

The feftival of Corpus Chrifti, in comme­
moration of the inftitution of the facrament 
of the LordVSupper, is obferved as an high 
day in mid fummer, and a fermon is preach­
ed on tranfubftantiation. The great dignity 
of the holy Exebarik, which is daily cele­
brated, led the Catholic church to fet apart, 
one day in the year, in which the prayers, 
ftle&ed feriptures, and fermons direct the 
attention more particularly, to that ordinance. 
—•They are not filent on the theme at otfycr 
times. On that day, the ftreets are adorned 
with branches from the trees, and procef 
paf? from the churches. The priefts aj 
alfo in their molt Iplendid robes.

gentleman in Quebec, being in çompa- 
with the late worthy Chief Tuftice Smith,, 

born and educated in New-York,.
and died a Prefbytcrian, called thefe 

proedfions “fooleries.” The Chief Juftice 
with his accuftorned mildnefs and good fenle,. 
requefted the gentleman to recolle# what he 

and to confider when thefe things 
denes’ were adopted, and what was 

their defign. That they originated at a time
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when chriflians lived among heathens, whofc 
falfe worth ip was full of oftentation and fplen- 
dor ; that the chriftian procédions were ex— 
hited in fuperior magniiicencc, and that feme 
duty of piety and morality, or forne import­
ant fact in the gofpd 'liftory and the life of 
eur Lord, was commemorated in every part, 
that our candor and moderation, were there* 
fore to be exhibited, when wc commented 
upon the ufàges of the Chatholic church. The 
Chief Juftice at the fame time, ufed the moil 
refpc&fiil language concerning the wifdpm p 
piety of the Englifh churchy and extolled the 
moderation and candor of the prefent bene,, 
ofbifhops in England. Whatever fpedmens 
of bigotry, his hiftory of New-Ybrk, and 
other writings mi Hit formerly be ftippofcd to 
exhibit, his demeanor in Canada, appears Mo­
have been that of a friend to univ-rfal tolera­
tion, liberty, aryl forbearance, among pro- 
fetors of eyery kind. Had he Hved to have 
infpefted his hiftory of New-York, it would 
not have appeared in its prefent form. Cer­
tain things there recorded have been inVeiii- 
gated, and ought to be corrected, becauffe- 
they art contrat y to known faéb.

The houfes of Canada, are well calculated 
for the purpofes of all feaibrw. Thofe of the

« ' '* - V:-’ • - * ' '
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rich have generally an half ftory beneath the 
furfa.ce of the earth, 1 I fécond ftory i:. of a 
good height, and a third is formed in the 
çoof, which is ftcep, that the fnow may not 
remain long upon it. Tins middle ft<'ry is. 
divided into three large rooms in front, and 
three fmaller, with a kitchen in the rear.;

Two ftoves and the kitchen fire warm thefe 
apartments in ftich a manner, that the inner 
doors arc open night and day, during the 
coldeft weather. A large ftove is uiually 
placed in the center of one of th<fe rooms, 
which is at the entrance and end. This (love 
guards the other parts,of the houfi from the 
mtrufions of froft. The walls of the houles, 
are thick, as ftone and lime are plenty.

The windows are clofrd b> folding fifties, 
hung upon hinges, which open the whole in
cafe of neccflity, in fumtner. A ,

* * , «

The art of improving the benefits of the- 
heat, communicated by the ftoves, confift*. 
chiefly,, in making the pipes very large, of a, 
diameter of feven and eight inches. In the 
court-houfe of Que-oec, a ftove is fixed with 
three perpendicular pipes, which commuta** 

re with each other:—After the fipokc hat
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palled through thefe, it is conveyed acrofs the 
hall. Fires have fo frequently taken place, 
that a law now prevents the pipes from being 
conveyed out of the houles, except through 
a chimney.

Stoves are never ufed in the Catholic 
churches, and a portable wood or tin (love 
is fcldom teen. The Englilh congregations 
in Quebec, Montreal, William Hénrv, Three 
Rivers, and Kingfton, have (loves in their 
chapels.

Proteftant eeal, is perhaps not more cold, 
thin Catholic; but, after the celebration of 
Mats, Catholics may retire and riot watt for 
the fermon. Proteliants who are fuch advo- 
cates for preaching, as to give up praying in 
public, rather than part with the fcrmon, 
cannot endure the cold until the whole is 
coded, and there#*. e, provide for the warm­
ing of their churches. But another reafoa 
is, that doves would deface the paintings and 
ornaments of the church, and expofe thefe 
coftly edifices to be dedroyed by fire.

The mild and affable adminiftratfott of
Lord Dorchefter made him very dear id the 
people of Canady and they take plcafarc in
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repeating anecdotes of his agreeable inter- 
courfe with all orders. The head of the Re- 
colletts, was a gentleman far advanced* in 
years. He retained great vivacity and a 
jprightly humour and fancy, which rendered 
his company very acceptable in all circles.—
I he fevere weather increasing at the begin­
ning of winter, Lord Dorchefter informed this 
father, who fud the direction of the church 
in which the Englilh congregation aflrmbled, 
that it was time to place the ftove in the 
chapel, as Lady Dorchefter had complained* 
that the cold was difagreeble on the preceding. 
Sunday. I hoped, my Lord, replied the 
father, that her lad y (hi p’s devotions, would 
have kept her warm this winter.

The common vehicle for conveying paf- 
fengers in winter, is called a cariole, and is 
coriftrucled in a commodious form—It imi­
tates a chair or chaifc without a top, and is 
not unlike a calefche or fummer vehicle. The 
fled or runners which fupport the cariole, 
are made of plank, and elevate the machine 
about eight inches. In front is a feat for the 
driver, and the whole is defended by a wor}£> 
which rife., as a guard againft the fnow, which 
is colle&cd by the machine, and impedes the 

ogrefs of tke horfe. Another ule of th'
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invention is, to enable the driver more rc&* 
dily to rajfe the cariolc over fucbwbftru&ions. 
This form adapts it for making new roads in 
fnow oyer which it Hides, leaving a frnooth 
track, while the fnow is made more compact. 
An inconvenience foon takes place in roads, 
which arc conliantly ufed. The fnow col­
lecting in front, and the machine being lifted 
over it, by the driver or the firength of the 
horfe, it loon intimates waVes, and the mo­
tion beeomes very uneafy.

Attempts have bren made to lead the pea-<
fantry, to adopt fome improvement in their 
cariolcs, in order to remedy this, but with­
out fuccefs.

Carioles tiled by gentlemen of fortune, are 
conllruded and decorated at confiderable 
expence. They are light, airy, and elegant. 
The fur blankets ufed in them, and the fur 
which is worn by the proprietors, exhibit 
great tafte and wealth.

The horfes are not harnefled by the fide of 
each other, but draw in a line. This creates 
an impediment thofe, who pafs tp and 
from the .States, and Canada in wit ter, 
roads of neither are adapted to the vel
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,fcd md the mode, in which horics draw 
them, in the other.

A luxury is enjoyed very generally in ice, 
during the Cummer, which is eafily preferred 
In houles of a very (impie conftruftion. Thefe 
arc (mail cellars, about twelve feet fquare, 
formed in gardens, or on the north fide of 
their houles., They are fecurcd by hewm 
timber in he ad of hone, and covered witn 
plank or (labs, which are fupported by a pole 
which refts on two ftandards. Upon thefe 
planks, earth is caft, and the whole covered 
with green Cods. Small bullies, fuch as the 
role and goofe-berry, are fet in this l&yer of 
earth, and trees are planted around the whole 
to increafe the lhade. The ice is taken in 
winter from the lakes and rivers, and call: 
into thefe houfes, where it is broken into as 
fmall pieces as poflrblc, and water poured in, 
which is congealed by the froft, and forms a 
folid mafs.

To Protellants the peculiarities of the 
Catholic religion affords much amufement. 
Burials are attended in the churches with 

imp. During the celebration of the

G
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religious offices, the corpfe is placed upon a 
Rage, which is afeended by fteps and fur- 
rounded by candles. Thefe Rages arc painted 
black, and adorned with reprefentations of 
fculls and bones. Aromatic gums are burned 
in cenfers in honor of the dead, and to pre­
sent infection or offence from putridity.

C ruffes fland in the burial places as well 
as in the roads. Indeed they are feen in every 
direction through the country in places of 
fepulturc : Where cafualties, dilafters, orde- 
liverences have taken place, thefe are fixed 
as monuments. They generally call the mind 
to devout ejaculations. In the grave yard, 
in Montreal, are feveral marble monuments, 
made with urns Handing upon pedeftals, and 
iurrounded by iron rails.

The monuments of religion reared for th<U 
dead are decent, but thofe for the benefit of 
the living, muff engrofs the unavoidable at­
tention of travellers. Such have been already 
mentioned, in the defeription of the churches, 
colleges and monaftcries. The uncommon 
privilege we were indulr d with, in vifiting 
three nunneries, will affi an opportunity to 
gratify the curioficy of fuch, as have not era- 
•relied into Catholic countries.
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Admittance into thefe is gained with great 
difficulty, only by the permit of the fuperior 
of the church, or his vicar in the neighbour­
hood. Great, neatnefs, order, convenience, 
and induftry are exhibited in all of them.— 
The apartments arc well finilhed and furnifh- 
cd, and the walls are decorated with paintings 
and piftures, drawn from hiftoric events re­
corded in facred feripture. Portraits of the 
fmindreiTes of the nunneries, and of the raoft 
pious nuns, who have died in thefe inftitu- 
tions, are feen in their parlours -,—carving* 
of the crucifixion, as large as life, are alio 
frequent.

The cells of the nuns are fmall chambers, 
about twelve feet fquare, containing a bed for 
a Angle perfon, a bureau for clothing, a defk 
where devotions are attended, and two chairs. 
A number of thefe chambers, with a window 
in each, and fumifhed in the fame manner, 
occupy the center of the buildings.

The habit of the Urfalines is black, and that, 
of the order of St. Jofeph is white. They 
are uniform in fafidion and quality, and are 
not expenfive, while no emulation in drefs- 
can take place. The veil is black gauze, 
and is placed before the face in theic devo--
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ions, in imitation of the angels. The nuns 
sat at one common table, and during their 
meals, a total fiience is observed, while they 
attend to one who reads aloud from & fin ail 
j ulpit, built for die purpofe The Lady 
Abbe Is inftrucb them in their religion duties 
every morning, and this employment, with 
their devotions, takes up an hour. She has 
an affiliant, who prefides in her abfence, and 
afeparate de Ik or pew is built for them, which 
is decorated with many ingenious carvings and 
representations of angels. Mofpital rooms 
are alio devoted to the foie ufes of the fick 
nun3, that they may be attended more con­
veniently, and their manfion be preferved 
from infectious dilbrders. Perfons erf confi- 
derâble diftindion are taken to the nunneries, 
when fick, anti the late biflaop died in one 
in Quebec. In that within the city, we faw 
a citizen of Vermont, who was wounded, as 
he was conveying a raft down the river St. 
Laurence. No patient need be better at­
tended by the phyficiam or nuns î and this 
was done gratis.

A gravity or led ate nefs., marks the coun­
tenances of the nuns, which lome have con- 
ftrued into the gloom of difeontent. It ap­
pears to be no more, than the effed of a con-
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ftmt refervp, which is oblervable, amor g 
many other fe&s of chriftians, incrcafed hy 
the fingular drefs of the head, which covers 
the forehead, and conceal® part of the face. 
They appeared fufficiently cheerful, and cx- 
prefled the mod perfedf attachment to their 
mode of living and retirement. One of them 
obferved, that twenty years was, but as one 
day, fo plealantly did time pal's with them. 
—She was born and educated in Bolton, im 
Maflachufetts.

After fo circumftantia! a detail of the (late- 
of thefe countries, and its religions and po­
licy, it may not be amils to remark, that it 
cannot be furprifing, that the natives who 
receive the benefit of thefe regulations, who 
are conftantly amonglt them, and are early 
taught their nature and defrgn, fhould be 
converts to cbriflianity, and live in peace anti 
frien ifhip, with the dependants from the Eu­
ropeans.

The Indians are numerous in the trading 
towns, after the feafon of hunting—and*in ev­
ery place are fcrupuloufiy obfervant of all the 
rites of the church. Several circumftances* 
confpire to produce this effect,—fuch as



78

•. -mt

a TOUR, THXOtT'OH
m, w>,

Their marriages, which were encour- ] 
aged, and rook place between thé natives and 
original French fcttlers. Theft: contracts 
are folcmmzed in the churches,

id. The réftraint caufed by confdTon, ex­
perience has proved, that this cuftom de- 
teds crimes committed againft each other. 
The midionaries lead the orfending party to 
make reftitution to the injured. In this way, 
they arc proteded in their property and per­
lons, from the fuperior power and art of Eu­
ropeans.

jd. 1 he benevolent ferviees of the priefts 
and nuns, who have taught the young fava- 
ges the principles and rituals of religion, very 
early in life. Thefe chaunt and relpond the 
fervice, and obferve the ceremonies of bow-

great panduality.
kneeling, and eroding themlelves, with

4th. The frequent and fplendid procédions, 
decorated temples and reprefentations to the 
eye, by paintings and carvings. Thefe fav- 
ages, habituated to the ufe of hieroglyphics, 
are thus in a degree, eompenfated for the 
want of a knowledge of letters, and the art 
of printing, The hiftoric feripture paintings

'
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in the Indian chapels, arc excellent perform­
ances, and make ferions impreffions, ;pon ft 
people averlc to ftudy.

Religion appears to have been an object of 
the chief care of the firft and fucceeding inha­
bitants. Early refervations and pure hales of 
lands were devoted to the purpofes of piety 
forever, and to fecure fu defirable an object,' 
the clergy and miffionarie* endured many 
hardlhips, and fubmitted to the pains of po­
verty* while the lands were uncultivated.— 
They devoted their labours and incomes to 
the ereéling of churches and colleges very 
early. Veftiges of their economy and good 
management are confiant. The fclf denials, 
pious benefa&ions, and fuccefsful exertions 
of the Catholic clergy to provide for the fer- 
vice of God, and the fupport of chriflianlty, 
exceed every Proteftant country in any other 
northern ftate, colony, or province, in North 
America.

The prefent government has alfo in all their 
locations of lands, referved a due porportion 
for pious ufes. As few oppreffions and cla­
mours exift in fupporting religion, as pofiible, 
confiftent with the prefent ftate of human af­
fairs in both the provinces.



The furface of thefe provinces to flat, and’ 
the foil good, being well wooded, and fur-, 
nilhed with many ftreams, rivers, and lakes.

The river St. Laurence, cannot be exceed­
ed in the end le to variety of objedte, which 
are conneéfced with it. It begins at the outlet 
of the Lake Ontario, feven hundred miles, 
from the fea, and is navigable for large vef- 
fels as far as Montreal, which is five hundred 
miles from the mouth, where it is ninety miles 
wide. The tide flows as far as Three' Rivers, 
eighty miles from Quebec. In its courie, it 
forms an endlefs variety of bays, iflands, and 
harbors,

8o A TOUR THROUGH

A general fertility prevails onitsfhores, as 
we advance into the country. It is evident 
that many of the iflands, have been formed 
in the revolutions of the fcafons, by the al­
tered courfes of the river, by the lodging of 
floating trees and fediment, which have col 
lefted together during the floods. The bed 
of the river is left dry, in many places be­
low Quebec. Its bottom is chiefly compofed 
of flat rocks in fuch places, and pilots are 
obliged very carefully to keep the channel. 
The confiant current has worn away the bot* 
tom and (hores fo far, that the water has fub .



i
UPPER AND LOWER CANADA. 81

Aded below its ancient high water mark, and 
the lower town of Quebec, is Lid to be built 
upon a bank, which was regularly overflown, 
when the country was firft dilcovered by the
Europeans.

The pencil only, can give a llranger any ju 
idea, of the entertaining water l'ccnes at th
rapids. The principal, are thofe of Rich 
Montreal, La Chine, the Cafcade, 
Cote-du-Lac, and thofe above Cori 
Upper Canada.

The Richlieu rapids, are palled without 
much difficulty. Thofe at Montreal, prefttn; 
all further piogrefs in large veffels. The 
fhore is fo bold and perpendicular at this city, 
that veffels are loaded and unloaded along 
their fides, and wharves and piers are not 
wanted. The current, however, and contra­
ry winds, make it neceffary to warp veffels, 
with the help of men, to thefe Hattons.

At the Cafcade, is a rapid which is dan­
gerous, and a great natural curiofity. We 
paffed it with two Indians, in a birch cance, 
upon the ridge of the wave made by the cur­
rent, when the fmalleft error on the part of 
our boat-men would have plunged us into a
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whirlpool Tome feet below us. Advancing 
oe tr this place» the Indian in the fkrn with 
s fertile, pointing to the fhore, cxprefled 
that he wifhed we were on it—The futile 
was returned to aniimte him: He gave the 
fign, that no motion of the body mult take 
place. Laying afide his hat, ami crofting 
mtnfcif, he fpoke to his companion in the 
bow j both redoubled their exertions, and iri 
a m mens we pallid aU danger, anti fourni 
ourlet ves. gli ling down with the current.— 
Curiofity led tit. to lam! and view the dan­
gerous place, where we had paflfed unhurt.

Part of the Bricifh army perifhtd at this 
place, by following the pilot’s boat in front, 
which from ..is fkili went fafe, where wmd, 
compafs, and dee}) water, are not all the re­
queues lor fuccefsful navigation. A lock 
and canal convey boats now, without rifquing 
the dangers of the rapids.

The files of Montreal and Orleans, are the 
mod; noted. The firft s been diicribed, 
and is made remarkable, by its mountain* 
which in Englilh, hi the Royal Mountain. 
The fécond is near Quebec -It contains fe- 
vml villages, and is under high cultivation.

* ,fW"
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The meadows ami low Unis, near 
ami lake, yield good crops of graft.

The rivers which unite with the St. 
rence, are the Ofwagatchie, Ottawa*, Sorel, 
L’ Afliimption, St. Francois, and Three Ri­
vers. The firft fettlements were formed upon 
the banks of the river and lakes, for the con­
venience of water. Few farms in the 1< 
province are cleared at any conftderable dii 
tance from theft* waters. Many mill feat 
are upon thefe dreams, and wind mills are 
frequent near the Chores where the waters ; 
fmooth.

The vegetation is rapid, and the dimmer 
fcafon Chore. The ice melts gradually by the 
influence of the warmer waters from the 
fouthweft. In winter it is fomerimes fud- 
denly broken in Come places for a few days, 
arid floating and crouding together by the 
force of the current, and the confinement of 
a narrower part of the river below, it is con­
gealed together : One of thefe collections of 
ice, is formed oppofite Montreal, and a road 
is cut through it with axes, before a paflage 
can be obtamed to the fouth Ihore.

Buftnef* is conducted with facility, as re-



Ncwfpapfn are primed at Quebec, Mont* 
real, ami Newark, in Upper Canada. I hey 
arc care fully guarded againft every thing that 
may excite diicontcnu among the inhabitants, 
or encourage «{fault* upon religion and govern.
roem.------Books arc frldom printed, as the
communication with England is confiant, and 
all literary productions are obtained early, at 
a moderate price. No paper-mill has been 
erected, and that article is imported from 
abroad.

* "V

The climate is more congenial to commerce
and agriculture, than is generally imagined.
Âccdïiblc to the ocean, and vdlels of heavy 

den coming up the St. Laurence, as far 
as Montreal, great amends are made to thole, 
who do not re fide on the borders of the lia. 
It is evident to every hone ft man, that it rr.uft 
be the wifti of the people of the provinces, 
to be at peace with the people of the States, 
Ws> fubftantial good could be gained, but 
touch might.be loft by the contcft. No ad­
vantages could be derived to the Sûtes, as a 
government, by a war with Canada, Indi­
viduals actuated by a third for fpo’d, and by



a Jove of difordrr, Have fought to 
bach, but hitherto without freed», 
well known fact, and openly confettid, 
the Biitdh nation docs not derive a revenue 
from thole provinces, which is equal to the 
furn, expected by the crown in protecting, 
governing, and providing for its adherent».

When the Governor’General's fjeech to the 
Indians appeared* hy ivhich they were in dan- 
ger of being tnfttgttxd to war, the wife 
good were pained. When the proclamatk 
of neiKra*
President
circulated—Similar
when the treaty of peace was ratified. Wtiil 
tliefe events took place, agents from 
French republic, were actively exciting the 
people to infurreétions, and the law» of the 
province were violated by fmugglcrs. A late 
trial has illucidated fadh, which were well 
known before. Men from the States, who 
had been received into the provinces as fub- 
jc&s, permitted to eftablilh themfrlves 
bufineê, to repair their fortunes, and 
credit, were too active in attempts tod 
the government, to plunder public ft< 
d»4 make fpoil of the trealures of the Ca 
lie church.

were pawed, w hen the proclamante*, 
nrality was feen, under the fignature 
lent Walhington, an univerfai joy v,a* 
ated—Similar fenfations were exhibited,
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Publication! Had *xtn i.Tuctf through 
news papers in Philadelphia, to found the

f ilic opinion, as to a war with Canada,— 
•ry mifreprcfenugion, as to the (late of 
popular opinion was Cough' for, am! grrat 

! '.courage«tient was given by many in the 
îs, to fuch as were felicitous fer convul- 

fions. At this time, the people of Canada, 
were not projecting trouble for the States, 
but as far as poftlble, encouraging a friendly 
intercourfc, and reciprocal good offices.

The Catholic religion had been aflaujted, 
and treafur^s devoted to pious ufes were fe»2ed 
upon in France :—Armies, and the leaders in 

new government, were dividing the pro- 
f temples, religious houles, and afyl-

ahd for thé
peky of 
utm lbt 
young an

Jugions nou 
and difcalt* 

deféneelefs.
poverty 

; d defenci

Reformation was the 
iras begun in a great 
and a few were ready to give it free Courte in

pretext? This flame 
aegiee in the States,

and a tew were ready to give it tree courte in 
the provinces. The clergy from France at 
Ibis time took greâ* pains with the Canadi­
ans, to lead them to fuboidinâtjon to go­
vernment, arid to j referve thcmtelves from 
rruffaeres and deftruftiott. They faw chat 
the Catholics were proferibed, arid chit the



property dcvoyrd to rchgious ufes was doom­
ed to fpoJiadon. I liftoff cm f.arcrly afford 
a more diabolical defign.—Religion t» pro­
tected by government, in the fame manner,
a in the States. The people are fotufird 
with thetr religion;*—It prcfervei order, and 
no fubftitute was offered -, *t had no right to 
impofc another upon them. The revenu*» 
of the clergy were not exceflive, and they 
were benefactors to their Rocks,—had pa, 
tlently endured poverty and hardships, unti 
the lands were brought to tHeir prdent f 
of cultivation. They protect their aged 
rents and other relation», maintain great ‘

gWL _ HP parirti priefts t , 
others are now in Canada) in the efttem of 
the Brlttfh government, that great trmlcr- 
nefs a|id rcjpcét have always been paid to 
them, it i> an incontrovertible faa, that 
thofc perfons ip the States, who wifhed to 
pillage the clergy* of Canada, have to th* 
urmoft of their power, injure j th: order of 
dergy in their own neighbourhoods. Tnep 
do not fupport chriffianity, but are among 
its inveterate foes.
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i’evt re in thofe States, where they hare few 
or no Proteftant mmiftm.——The people of 
the Sûtes are divided into parties about reli­
gion, and arc not at unity among themftlvc* 
—•Union, order, harmony, and profjpcrity, 
univerfally extend among the Carbolics, 
Canada.

It is well known, that the principles of li­
berty and law, wbi h give dignity and hap- 
pirwris to the States, arc derived from the 
maxims adopted in the government of Eng­
land. Thcle principles muft extend through 
the provinces. LegiCaturcs cie&ed by the 
the people, and trials by jury, put new pow­
ers into the hands of the Canadians.—Civil 
courts arc regularly and frequently holdcn,— 
no taxes are levied, and no extortions nude.

Madncfs, avarice, bigotry, and intolerance 
alone, could wifh to carry war into Canada. 
Commerce and colonization, under the ban­
ners of peace, will give happinefe, wealth, and 
profpenty, to every part of North-America.
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jrfcOM A CINTWMAN TO Ilt^ FftlKKO,

Vvctfytivt of the Diftrent Settlements, in the 
Province of

UPPER CANADA.

!

■



INTRODUCTION.

THE valuable information contained in 
the following Letter, and the very rcfpefta- 
bk chara&cr of the Author, lead the writer 
of the Tour, to fubjoin this alfo, that the 
Volume may be more ufcful to the public.
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P
A LETTER.

New-York, îotb Nev. 1794.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

K^INCE I had dur pîcafure of writing 
S S h to you from this city, in which I 

gave you a particular dcfcription of 
the lands in this State, and in the State of 
PennfylYania, together with the mode of fet- 
tlement, and the manner in which they are 
to be purchafed, I have made a tour through 
the province of Upper Canada, and {hall en­
deavour to give you a particular and impartial 
account of that country, fo far as 1 have tra­
velled through it, with its laws, government, 
and commercial advantages. In my letter 
from Albany, I mentioned that J went to that 
city by water, from thence I proceeded to 
Schenc&ady, fifteen miles, by ft age. Scbe- 
ne&ady is a handfomelv fnuated little town, 
on the banks of the Mohawk river, inhabited 
snoftly by Low-Dutch -, but from the appear­
ance of the place, one#would imagine it » 
defeated village, the houfes being generally
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old, (null, and moftly fltut up, but furround- 
cd by the fine ft fiats of intervale land you 
can poffibly imagine, which continue to the
fource of* that river. The defolate appear­
ance of this town was accounted for to me,

Beurrent of Indian trade turning down 
rr St. Laurence, fin ce the revolution, 
It has, however, the profpwft of becoming a 

flourifhing place, ere long, by the vaft m- 
creafe of the fettle mrnts to the weft of it, the
toroduce of which muft centre there.------At
this place l took an open boat, navigated by 
three men, in which I palled to Lake Ontario* 
without any other interruption than two fhent 

one at the little falls of half a mile, 
ml which they are now cutting a canal j 

the tidier of one mile, at Fort Stanwix, about 
hundred miles weft of Schenectady* at 

^pkh [dace, we Lave the Mohawk river. 
9nd defeend the current to Qfwego, one hun­
dred miles more to the weft, where the Hri* 
tilh liold a poft at the entrance of Lake Qnta-> 
mo, commanded by a captain, from whom I 
received every mark of civility and attention. 
A cuftom-houic officer is alfo ftatioaed therv, 
Î» prevent an illicit trade being carried on 
between the United States and the Britift* 
colonies. No-merchandize in, nor furs out, 
ate permitfd to pafs this port, withoi

fl



port from the governor of Upper Canada ; 
but fettlcrs moving into that province to re- 
fide, are permitted indiferiminatety to pals 
With all utenliis of hufbandry, houfehold fur­
niture, and ftores for their own confumption.
i----- -The high prices which hatters’ fur at
prelent command in the United States, is the 
only inducement I conceive for fmuggling paft 
that poll j for except a few arttdes imported 
fforn the Ëaft-Indies, 1 foünd the retail (hopâ 
at Klngfton and Niagara, felling as low, and 
many articles, particularly w<y>lens, lower 
than in the city of Philadelphia.*

From Ofwego, vefids fail to Niagara, 
Kingflon, and any other port 
but fettlers more frequently 
the Ibuth fhorc of the Lake to 
one hundred miles, in the fa 
which bring them hither, as th< 
knanned by themfelves. But finding a vdftl 
here ready to fail for ftingfion, I difmiflcd 
Imy boatmeh, and embarked in her for that 
place, about twelve hours fail.

on the Lake; 
continue along j 
Niagara, about 
me open boats 
■y are generally

KingPn is a new, but growing town, fit-

* This war written previous to the late Treaty.
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' * î > “y ' ' !■! MS 'wÈÈËÈMkirate on the norrh-eaft corner of Lake Onta­
rio, where that Lake empties itfelf, and form* 
the river St. Laurence, the banks of which 
are thick fettled down to Lake St. Francois, 
where the provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada are divided. This river is navigable 
for veffds of one hundred tons, and upwards, 
toOfwegatche, fevepiy miles below Kingfton j 
but vtffcls feldom go down the river, as the 
fort which is at Kinglton, ferves as a depofit 
for all the public ftores, provilion, and 
chandize for the upper pofts.

*

The land immediately about Kingflon, is 
covered by valuable quarries of )iroe*ftonr, 
and thro’ all the fettlements round it are plen­
ty of thin valuable ftones, which are confid- 
ered by the inhabitants rather as an acquifition 
than detriment to their plantations. The 
moll flourifliing part of this fettlcment is 
round the Bay of Kenty, the foil of which is 
rich, eafy worked, and produces from <>ne 
to three crops, without any other cultivation 
than what is done by the iron tooth harrow, 
and yields from twenty to thirty bulhels of 
wheat Çp the acre ;—thofe lands are fome- 
what heavy timbered, having vad; quantities 
of the fugar maple, hickory and bafs wood, 
and in dome places, white pines of a furprif-



ing height ; but where the latter grows, the 
land is more Tandy, and although it is warm, 
fweer land, it is not To ft ny as the maple or 
oak land. This-aBay is 70 miles in length, 
beginning about twenty miles Tenth we ft from 
Kingfton, leaving & neck of land from tvo 
to twelve miles wide, between it and the 
Lake, all of which is fettled, and round the 
whole Bay To thick fettled, that their im­
provements already meet, and form the ap­
pearance of a beautiful old fettled country. 
This Bay and the creeks emptying into ir, 
abound in great quantities of wild fowl, and 
fifb of various kinds.

From Kingfton I proceeded to Niagara, in 
a fchooner of upwards of one hundred tons 
burthen acrofs this little Tea of frelh water} 
a Tea it may iuftly be called, for we were a 
great part of the time for three days out of 
fight of the land ; though paftages have been 
made in twenty hours -, we enter the Niagara 
river between the fort and the town called 
Newark, with a beautiful profpéft of both.
- ' ‘ - 1 ; ; t

The fort ftands in a commanding fituation,
■on a point formed by the junction of the 
river and lake, upon the eaft fide of the river, 
and is a regular fortification, in good repair, 
and well garrifoned. I
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The mouth of this river, affords a {k(e anti 
copious harbor,
Bridfh navy.4

fufficiendy large for half the

The town of Newark is fituare in lat. 43 
north, on the weft banks of the river, ex­
tending along the Lake about a mile, enjoy­
ing in the l'ummer, the frefh breezes from 
this little fca, in al.moft every direction, plen­
tifully fupplied with fifh at all feafons of the 
year. In the winter here are caught by feines, 
quantities of white fifh, which feem to be 
’peculiar to that river; they are generally from 
two to fix pounds weight, and are confider- 
ed the beft fifti in the lakes; befides, there 
•are fturgedn, bafs, and many other excellent 

, in great plenty ; falmon are taken in all 
ithe creeks round the Lake ; theffc varieties 

f'fifh are not only efteemed a luxury, but a 
great affiftance to new beginners in fupporting 
thcîr families, many laying in a half a dozen 

rrels or more for their winters' ufe.

The land about the town of Newark for 
many miles, though not fo good as the land 
ftirther back, is well inhabited each way up­
wards of fifty miles around*------ What gave
me a more particular knowledge of this fet- ! 
dement was,being intimate with the Survteyor-



General, a gentleman of liberal education, 
good information, and indefatigable in the 
duties of his office, by which means, he has 
collected notes, from the different field-books 
of his deputies* of the foil, timber, and 
dreams, of all that country; and in fuels 
parcs as I went over, I found his notes very 
correct, and by no means exaggerated. In 
many places there is little more for the far­
mer to do, than cur a luificiency of timber to 
fence his fields, girdle or ring the remainder, 
and put in the harrow, for in few, places only 
is it necçfiary to make ufc of the plough, till 
the fécond or third crop, there bring little or 
no under bruOi ; yet in many places, there i% 
beautiful white pine, oak, and black-walnui 
timber ; fugyr-wend which is alfo found here 
in great plenty» mixed with beach, hickory, 
and bafs wood.

At Newark refides the G vernor, v/hofé. 
character is well known in England, and i* 
defervedly held here in high eftimation.— 
Here arc alfo mod of the principle officers of 
government,; beffdes roayy. other^w limei* 
of refpeftaoilit /, wifo fot'mVWry intelligent 
atid agrec^le.fjçiety... ..
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Cautions.in this part of the province, which 
bid fair to become places of confequence, the 
moft diftinguiflied of v/hich are, the landing* 
places at each end of the portage. Fort Erie, 
the head of Lake Ontario, and York, called' 
fy the nativea, Torcnto.

The lower landing or Qnectrfton, is about- 
feventy miles up the river from Newark, 
where the veEFIs difeharge their cargoes, 
and take in furs collected from three to one 
thoufand five hundred miles backi there! 
have I feen four veflels of fixty and one 
hundred tons burden ur.loading at the fame 
time, and lbmetimes not lefs than fixty wag­
gons loaded in a day, which loads they c^rry 
ten miles to the upper landing place or Ghip^. 
awa creek, three miles paft the great falls.—-* 
This portage is an increafing fouree of wealth 
to the farmers for many miles round, who 
carry from twenty to thirty hundred weight, 
or which they get one flûlling and eight 
icnce N. York currency, per hundred weight, 

and load back yyith furs, &c.—From Chipaw» 
the ya«&ort«4l in batteaux to
Fort LhheÿW'diffaùcîe •ofieightïêhirmiles. and 
wre• &ippu4djthercton. bosjed of v-effcls for De­
troit :a»d NUcbiiiit , I was
wld, was a plcafant country, though a low



ami marfliy foil, more noted for its fur trade 
than its agriculture.

At the head of lake Ontario, abdüt fifty 
miles weft from Newark a fmall town is laid 
out and flores aie budding, being a central 
place between Newark, York and Detroit, 
from thence a road of twenty-two miles to 
the grand river is cut out, and croflès that 
river about fifty miles above its entrance into 
Lake Erie, and continues in a fouthern direc­
tion to the river La Trench®, now called the 
Thames, which, empties i tie If into Lake St. 
Clair, about twenty miles above Detroit. Set­
tlements are making on t his road, and along 
the river Thames partial ones are made for 
an extent of eighty or ninety miles in length.
------Qn thefe two rivers are extenfive open
flats of land, equal to thofe of the Mohawk 
river, on which may be cut a fufficiency of 
hay for many thoufand head of cattle yearly; 
the kinds on thi » road are ®f an excellent* 
quality, and in many places light timbered, 
in others covered with thrifty oak, b 
waln’ .t, fugar maple, beach and lindar.

York formerly Torento* is fituate on the 
beft Labour round the Lake, oppoü
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gam, and about forty miles diftance a croft * 
the Lake, but roünd by land near one hun­
dred miles, along the fhore of which great 
tjuantities of fifh arc caught a town is here 
in great fbwardnefs, and mould the feat of go­
vernment be removed from Newark thence, 
as is contemplated, it will foon become a 
flourishing place.’—Front this a read is cut 
out acrofs to Lake Sim cot, or trve Rice lakes 
thirty-three miles, the outfet of which emp­
ties itfelf into Lake Huron, a dilHnee of forty- 
five miles from Lake Simcoe, thirty-fix miles 
in length} this rout affords an eafy commu­
nication with Michilimackinac.—From York 
to that Laic*, a tier of lots of two hundred 
acres each, is laid out on each fide of this 
road, called Dimdas-ftreet) granted on the 
txprefs condition of building and improving, 
on them, within one year from the time they 
are taken up ; many of thefe are built upon 
and! occupied.

htr i * - ' ttsp. c . >- * .
On the call fide and joining the rear of 

thefe lots is a fêttlèment of near one hundred 
German families, on an excellent traél of 
land, much of which is open, white oak 
woods } thefe Germans came on this fummer,

"~3* ' * ’ every thing to make their fittr- 
and-enablc them to improve

.. ' Y



nr lahd to advantage, and no doubt in _ 
fhort time will make a fine fettlemcnt -, theÿ . 
are ftipported by a eo mpany who îtàvc libe­
rally fup plied them with teams, farming 
utêwfits and provisions, lint them a clergy­
man of their o wn country, and are about to 
build them mills, a chtirchj ând a fcbod- 
hViltt.

7/ /fw *jÿ j
If this generous example wars with equal fpi- 

Ht followed bya few more companies, it Would 
add co the population of the country, more
than any other mode yet ptirfured.------There '
is ffill plenty of vacant lands of the heft kind, 
and fuch as (hew a difpohtion no fettle and 
improve them, meet from the Governor every 
encouragement they merit, who raakés libe­
ral grants to all fuch as do actually bring on 
fettlers, and prove themfelves dcfiroos of pro­
moting the ihtereft of the country, the whole 
of which is Wei! adapted for railing wheat, 
Indian corn, and’ other fammfer grain ; flax 
(where the land has borne a few other crops) 
fucceeds remarkably well, and the face of 
the country yields gratis in abundance ; hops 
of -» good quality grow here fpohtaneoufly, 
alfo a variety of wild fruits fuch as plumbs^ 
mulberry, blackberry, ftrawberry, rafpben 
and grapes.*^Oitrha * ' ‘ *



nefs, for the age of the fettiem’enl, fome of 
which already bear fruit.------ Peaches,, cher­
ries, and currents arc plenty among all the 
fij ft fcttlers.—The farmers raife a great quan-. 
tity of pork., without any other expence than 
a little Indian corn, for a few weeks previous 
to killing, and often kill their hogs out of 
the woods, well fatted on nuts. In many 
places fait fprings have been difeovered, and 
fome of them already worked to fuch advan­
tage that in all probability that article, which 
generally comes heavy in the interior part of 
a country,, may in a flhert time be afforded 
here as low as in many of the old fettled pla-
ces in the United States..------Many valuable
dreams for water works, run in every direc ­
tion through this country} and upon fome of 
them are 'mills built, which prove very lucra­
tive to the owners, particularly law-mills, 
from the quantity of good timber and great 
demand of boards, as more buildings are go­
ing on than carpenters and mafons can be 
found to finilh • Stones being fcarce, bricks 
are generally ufed in rnaion work.

This fectlement was begun bv a few dif- 
barided troops after the pe- . o* 17-83, and 
being but little known by the people of the 
United States, who had imbibed an opinion
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that ir was entirely under controul of the 
■j milita,/, few emigrants pent their, courfe this 

tiil they were convinced of the tivil 
government, being well eftabliihed, and upon 
a conftitution happily adapted to the minds 
of the people, fincc which numbers ofrefpec- 
tkbie inhabitants have eon,e in from the dif­
ferent States. Some oi whom have come in 
their waggons quite from North Carolina, but 
as there is a fpace of country, fox about 70 
miles, between Niagara and the Genefee coun-» 
try, where the roads «re nor fuiSciently open: 
for waggons, they tranfport them from the 
mouth of the river to Niagara in boats.— 
However, this obftru&ion will probably be 
foon removed, when it will be a pleafant 
jaunt to get into a carriage at Niagara, and 
drive to this city, which may be tflfc&ci 
without difficulty, in about two weeks, par­
ticularly by fieighs in winter.—The mode of 
feulement generally purfued here, and whi 
feems btft calculated to favc expence, is by 
two,' three or more men coming on in the 
furmner, who throw up a log houle each, put 
in a field of wheat, and return for their fami­
lies, which they bring on the following fpring, 
by the rout before aeferibed \ aft Oiwego, if 
by water ; but fuch as come by land, brinL 
their families as far as. die smooth of Genefee
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river, there take boat, and fend their cattle 
by bad. This country from the rcnu&i 
till the year 1790, was included in the pi. 
vince of Quebec, and from the year 177*. 
~Se civil ad mi nilration was veiled in a Co­

lor and Legiftative Council, at that time
___; adapted to the ideas of the people, who
were mod: entirely French, and from preju­
dice, preferred that form of government, be­
ing molt analogous to what they had been 
aecuftomed to prior to the conqudl of Can­
ada, but at the conclufion of the late diflen- 
tions between Great-Britain and- America, 

pper Canada, then called the back foils,.
held out as an aâyinm to thofe who had

crcd to the unity of the Brriilh empire,.i1
and who eenfrdly- came under the denamin- 
atiqn of loyalists#—From the peace to- the 
year 1790, government delegated to land 
boards, the power of grftimng lands so any 

teams, if men of morality and, fahriety.
*

the year 1790% the w ifdom of the Britilh- 
goyemroent, was eminently evinced in divi­
ding that large country* into two feparate 
governments, and grating fo eaqh a 
lotion, on the mod liberal and difintet 

ttutic'n for freedom ar 
trhaps mrecj.uâliçd ' :
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Jiiftoric page, with all the advantages, enjoy­
ed by the Britifh colonies in America pre­
vious to- the revolution, and with many addi­
tions, the Bririfo parliament having renounced 
forever the right of taxation.—Here no man’s 
property for any caufe whatever, is tax< 
dire&ly or indireéVJy ; the Britifh government 
moft gencroufly paying for even the forvey- 
ing ot lanjls, and the whole fapport of the 
civil ettabidhmeot.

, You will naturally wonder, how with atf 
thele advantages this country has hitherto es­
caped the notice and keen obfervations of 
Land Speculators, and the eulogiurns of Pam­
phleteers, too frequently the hired and ufe- 
ful aflTiftants of the former clafs of men, but 
this i have found is accounted for on the bsft 
of principles. The Indians being tmdoubtedly 
the original proprietors of the foil, and it 
even has and continues to be policy of the 
Britifli government to extinguiUi their right, 
by fair and equitable pürChîdes. Large pur- 
chafes of this kind has been made from time 
to rime by government, as the population of 
the country required, and as yet there is not 
a fiogle inftance of diffatisfaflion on the part 
of the Indians} having thus liberally paid 
them.for their lands, very advard

■: Æ
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are held out to a&ual fetders, (the only c’ats 
which at firft can enrich any country) who 
get a grant of two hundred acres each. How­
ever for the encouragement of men, com­
manding the means of improving on a larger 
fcale, by proper application they get a hand- 
fame additional quantity. By. this means the 
fubftanti 1 farmer becomes the inhabitant, and 
large trafts to the detriment of any country, 
never lie wade.

Had I not refolved on examining minutely, 
and judging for myfelf, I fhould never have 
become acquainted with a country, which for 
richncfa of foil, agriculture and trade, in faff 
every thing that will conduce to make an in- 
durtrious man happy, yielding to none I have 
as yet feen.

Niagara is at prefent the temporary feat of 
government, confiding of a governor, a le- 
giflative council, and houfe of aflembly cho- 
fen bv the people} here annually in the 
rqonth of May, they meet for the purpofe 
of legidation.—Members of the aflembly are 
chofen for four years, and have already fat 
three feflkms.—In this rime they hav& m:t<ie 
many wholelome and neceflary laws,.—Week­
ly courts, called court^of requeft, are held



A LETT E H.

throughout the province, by two jufliccs of 
the peace, who have cognizance of all debt 
under half a Joe -, there a&mlfo ddftrhif court 
every three months, m which a judge pre- 
fides, and gives triai by a jury of twelve mes!», 
in furns not exceeding twenty-four pounds Y. 
currency,whofe judgment is unappealable, ant' 
•all (urns above that, are tried by a jury hefor 
the chief juftice-and two affbeiate judges, wh 
make an annua! circuit through the province, 
from them is an appeal to the governor and 
council.——The people have it fully in their 
power to regulate all local matters which 
refpefl their fevcral towns, fuch as confia- 
bles, path-mailers, and other town officers, 
in the fame manner as formerly in the other
colon its, now United States of America.------
The militia in the fcveral diflri&s have an 
annual meeting, and all males from the age 
of fjxtcen to forty-five are muftered, except 
the Friends, Ttinkers, and Menonifts, and 
thofe of that religious defeription, who are 
exempted from bearing arms. In fhort, Sir, 
it would fwdl a letter to too great a bulk, to 
give a more minute account of the local laws 
that have been already made for the public 
good, fuffice it to lay, that with refped to 
that government and its laws, its adminiftra- 
tion is conducted with every wifh and atten-
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don to render the filtration of thofe who màÿ 
fettle under it comfortable and happy, being 
neither land tax,‘quit-rent, or any other tax 
whatever, excepting the county rates, to be 
paid by the freeholders, for the regulation of 
their internal police.

The noble river St. Laurence fu 
:otmtry 'for an extent of two thouiand rn| 

with commercial advantages inferior to none 
on this fide of the atkntic.—Conceive to 
yourfdf vcfie*Is of fix hundred tons burthen, 
unloading all kinds of Bricifh goods at the 
port Of Mtintrea), five hundred miles from 
the fea, and again receiving in return, furs 
from the interior parts of the country, as far 
as the Miffifiopi ii known to the wefhvitrd, 
and the waters emptying into Lake Superior 
from the northward.—This town, when the 
banks of the different 'lakes and rivers are 
fettled by ivtifbanclmen, which is at no diftant 
period, mull have a vaft inereafe of trade, fier 
without doubt all Britilh mittufailures, thro’ 
thefe vaft water cbfttmtmlcatiohs, tyill come 
much cheaper, through the whole courfe of 
its windings, than cah afforded from arty 
Other quarter. Goods on importationjbei^; 
liable to no duty, which will undotf 
-HVe this country a vaft advantage over tl
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new fcttlcments that 1 dcRribcd in my for- 
mer letters > indeed nature points out this 
pj^ice as the emporium of trade fpr the people, 
inhabiting both Odes of t'hçfe lakes and river* 
emptying info them as far as they extern 
tfie weft, l-Vom Montreal* hats called 

ic CâfKtdi&ûs hattcaox* coritaintnf? twenty

return ip Ipadçi wit

$ g«°ds at Kangflan, pft cox\vçy them 
on ume, to QfiçedtaV

*h? great falls of N«gaj-a. %jc

or; Erie
jrmerly, w*hic|

ron, and Michigan. T lie cxpçucfs inpu 
during all this rout arc comparative
V #4! f&f? ^ fhfre U bps one

Ifflf&Sf i

ay trifling

Ühd chatonly top rpiie* thft , 7fi (, 
> «!WWWC*&n, ^nd whip* §ne ftikOs c 

the temperate clmgate, rich foi}, and odi 
■ Wr*J .a^ap^gts of this interior count 

you anticipate a great popuktdo

m
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»
tune.-------The ftrdgkts of Niagara, from its
peculiar ftwa'ion, being the channel through 
which all tin; produce of the vail country 
above rnud pats, is looked forward to as a

Slace of the fvft confequence, and where a 
trmer will at ill times frild a market for 
his produce, the, tranfport being eafy from

thence to the Arlintic-------Here nave 1 feen
with amazement rhâf famed catarad, wbicw 
exceeds every deicription I have ever he 
«fit, but it would be idle in me to pretend t 

iye you an idea of it—-It ftrikes the eye with 
mre grandeur and fublimity than the pen can 
onvey.- hmongft many other natural ruri- 

»> f. ijpring about two miles a 
attracts the attention of the curie 

emitting a gas, or inflammable air, wh 
when confined in a pipe, and a flame applu 
to it, will boil the water of a tea-kettle in

$:-■—Whether this may hereafter be 
ied by machinery to ufeful purpofes, time^wmmm

. difcovjred in clearing away 
g the brufly
*** r*i. '"4 rl**ÊHPPH 'ered a mill, 

the brufli wm confumed
ibfervfcd

. to til
' ,-h

ays i

IM;V> '
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About 300 miles weft of this is Fort De­
troit, fituare on the eaft fide of the ftreight 
between Lake Erie and Huron, around whict 
a French fcttlement was eftablifhed before 
reduction of the province, but attending more 
to the Indian tradé'than agriculture, made but 
little progrffs as farmers. The Englifh let- 

1 Clements lately begun on the op polite fhore 
are already in a higher (late of cultivation ; 

^^■ihowever, the French have fine Orchards, from" v,tv' * * v«*v«* v/. %,***, r*

which Niagara is at prefent fuelled with 
cyder and apples. About on«§»undred mil 
.weft from Detroit Ties a valuable cot 
the waters emptying into the Mi!fifipp:

on
prying vnt

unhappily contefted by the United States 
b ' natives of the foil.

_’o the northward of Detroit, about three

É
-ed and fifty miles, lies Fort Michili- 
inac, on an ifland between Lake H 
dichtgan, is about five miles round, a 
tire fc>ed of gravel incapable of cultiva 

tion, but moft remarkable for being the ge­
neral depot and grand rendezvous of all th 
Indian traders, who meet in the month o: 
June from every quarter, deliver their furs 
■tnct receive their outfits for the enluingyt 
—Spanjfh fettlernents many miles down 
Miffifippi are fupplied with Britiftt 

&3~



through this channel, to much greater ad­
vantage than from Ncw-Or!eans, where the 

ipids of the Miffifippi opnofe almoft unfur- 
mounubte difficulties in afeending it.

This fort, the forts of Detroit, Niagara, 
and Ofwego, fell within the United States, 
when the lines of reparation were drawn, at 
the treaty of pe.ee, in the year 1783 : Fort 
Miami, which was built by the Britifh lately, 
is iilfo within thdfe lines. Previous to that 

ce, ftores of depofit had been occupied at 
foot of the Miami rapids, where the Fort 

no* ftands, and the annual prefents to the 
Indians, which they have Jong been, in the 
habit» of receiving from the Britifh govern­
ment, were there iffued. This pi ice was 
prudently ckofon for that purpofe, in order 
to prevert the Indians from coming through 
the fettlcrnent, crouding about and mixing 
with the troops at Detroit, where the too 
frequent me of fpiritous liquors would have 

"cafioned numerous quarrels and accidents, 
which might have terminated fatal to that 
friendly intercourfe and good underflanding 

hich has ever prevailed between the Englifli 
d the natives of America.

i-r H
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jînes of this country Various arc the 
opinions entertained by different people, and 
di fièrent hiftorians have rifleed conjectures how 
this continent was originally peopled ; their 
own ideas of it are not Ids curious than ex­
traordinary. They do not believe, nor have 
they the fmalldt veftige of traditional mé­
morial to induce them to believe, but that 
they are a diftind raceof men from the whites- 
forne of the moft intelligent amongft them, 
will at this day relate i« derail the naturalaml 
original hiftory of themfclves and the conti­
nent they live upon. They fully believe in 
a good and evil fpirit, and in a future ftate 
eft rewards and purdfhments, and have certain 
times in the year for their particular modes of 
worfhip, when they more generally endeavor 
to appeafe and avert the wrath of the bad 
than invoke the Good Spirit, to which, how 

favorable crops, a good hunt, 
i war, they in a fervent manner, 

turn thanks.—They fay that the face of the 
globe was firft covered with one great water, 
in which the turtle was the principal inhabi­
tant. That the Great Spirit caufed this tur­
tle to grow to fuch a lue that the waters 
could no longer float it, and in confequence, 

became llationary, continuing to grow 
the tîtofs and rubbilh collecting on iv$tntü
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back* became a foil, and Ihdt forth 
bullies, ami at length trees, and now forms 
this great'^Und (as they term it) upon which 
they were created a-diftinfb race of men, ami 
that the Great Spirit made, after them, every 
kind of beads and birds of the foreft,. for their 
food and ufe, (from the firft twdvc of which 
they took the names of their twelve tribes) 
and that thefe are as d Ufe rent in "their kind, 
from thofe given by die Great Spirit to the 
white people, for their ufe, as they are them- 
ft 1res from. us.—That they encreafed in 
ftrengtii and numbers,/till the white people 
came amongfl them, and introduced their 
habits, with the ufe of ftrong drink, io - ': L 
they juftly impute their degenerac y.

When the feeling mind re {lefts on the 
mer ficuation of thefe credulous people ; the 
various deception praftifed on them under the 
the malk of friendship, the artkfs, and faith­
ful attachment they bear to the white people 
where they are treated with, upon Teeming 
principles of juftice and candor, it. muft truly 
fympathize with them in their prefent gloomy 
profpe&j. ‘Vrf-

. ?. 1 • r , ft ,

This people who were two centuries ago 
pofifefled of the whole of this vaft continent,

» • „%ÿJÊk
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affording them fpontaneoufty every comfort 
of life, without rivais in the enjoyment of it, 
now driven back ft< p by ffep, to the lall fpot 
of their fertile foil, and that conteftcd. Con- 
tefted by the very people whom they have4 
been led to consider, as their brothers, fa­
thers and protesters.—Prejudice from educa­
tion, habit, and particular fixations in life 
may warp the minds of the beft of men, but 
a virtuous and penetrating mind, will always 
«fttnfrate in a proper degree, the relation and 
ties they have a claim to on us, if it is only from 
©ur fuperjor cultivation of mind and manners. 
Would it not therefore argue a greater degree 
of virtue, and redound more to the honor of 
humanity, for Ch rift tans, bordering on the 
remains of their country, to turn their atten­
tion to the civilization of there people, than 
to endeavour by art and arms to extirpate 
them from the face of the country, which 
they conceive to have been given by the 
Great spirit to them alone. It is idle to fay 
that people Of their quick ideas, and lively 
imagination, are incapable of civilization, 
for where education, and a proper attention 
to their morals has been bellowed, there are 
proofs to the contrary .-^-Inftance Jos. Brant 
a full blooded Indian, who having received 
an early education, though refiding ftill with
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the Indians, i& much the geotJeman, eafy it* 
his mowers, mild and ft icndly ip .his d|p<J.* 
fit ion, regular and methodical in Us whole, 
deportment, and has by his good examples» 
brought many of his nation into a regmar fyf- 
taro of hulbandry, and a decent way of living 
in their families.

4
Mëà

Thus have I naw as generally made you 
acquainted with this great country, as corn 
trebly as my fiboçt ftay in it would admit of » 
but I cannot conclude' this without giving 
you a piece, of information equally new to 
«very body here 33 to me.

» * .* I ' T*z> _ .</ i . ./ .

For many years paft. adveatyrerç have a*? 
tempted without fira fa to crofs to the. Bat 

Qceao. The hoaor of this arduous tefli 
left to a Mr. Alexander Kemiie, a

’ ^ÆêSêêêÊSÊf^,. rtner in the north-weft fur company 
lamly returned by the way of thrk&es, hay> 

I fog fully accomplifhed die obje3f of his utlr 
^Making i|» the cowft of w by tr*r
vierfing the continent of Anwica to the awthr 
ward of weft, over vaft twmWM coveni 
with m, which obliged hvm to make new 

wherever he. had the waters in hip 
favour. Otv his arrival on this coaft, foven

\ . '
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I grees to the north of Nootka Sound, he found 

the Indians without fire-arms, but fur ni feed 
with fame clothing and ornaments, princi­
pally Spanilh manufaélure. The Indians 

, accompanying him were not underlined by 
i thofe on that coafl, and appeared to be per- 
, fe£t ft rangers to one another. It was 'with 

difficulty he could reconcile them to him as a 
white man, on account, as he underftood, of 
fome injury given them by people of hh co­
lour a few days before that time. Thefe are 
i'uppoled to have been the Americans 'from 
the port of New-York, who had touche * 
there in their trade with China.

After remaining a few days and makînt 
the nccefiary obferyattofts, he returned anc 
bro’t along with him fome valuable fkinsof the 
fea otter, and other natural curiofities, pe­
culiar to that coaft ? but: as the gentlema 
himfelf has it in idea to go foon to London, 
I have little doubt but he will meet with the 
reward due to his exertions, and give to the 
world an account of the wild and uninhabited 
traft he trltycrled, * •- * L'i U‘ {4

. wjr .
'••iiîîKi’S; .
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