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Welcome to The Secret Chord: A Leonard 
Cohen Experience. This concert is more than 
a tribute; it’s an invitation to immerse yourself 
in the poetry, the music, and the unique voice 
of Leonard Cohen. Working on this show has 
re-introduced me to his world, his writing, and his 
words in a profound way and helped me discover 
a deeper appreciation of his genius.

In theatre, we often speak of the power of story, 
and tonight, I encourage you to find the story within each song. Cohen’s 
words have a way of turning music into theatre—layered, vulnerable, and 
endlessly intriguing. 

So, as we share this experience, may you uncover new insights and connect 
with his artistry through fresh eyes. I hope it adds warmth and reflection to 
your holiday season.

Enjoy the show,

I always thought I would meet Leonard Cohen - or 
that I should. I thought of him as a wise, weird 
uncle who no one had introduced me to and that it 
was just a matter of time. When people mentioned 
Cohen, I’d want to say, “funny, I actually know him. 
I mean we haven’t met, but…” I moved to Montreal 
when I was 18 and even though he wasn’t living in 
the city anymore I was always looking for him. 

We made a first version of this concert in 2017: 
I was back here in Montreal, walking up St. Laurent listening to his newest 
album, You Want It Darker, and I was still expecting to see him, I really felt that 
I would finally run into the man. Of course I wouldn’t - he had died a few 
months early, the night before the American election. On the title track of that 
new record, he sings “Hineni, Hineni, I’m ready my lord”. I didn’t understand 
the first part of the line, so I stopped by the Parc du Portugal and googled 
‘Hineni’. It’s Hebrew for ‘here I am’. I think he was talking to G-d about being 
ready to leave this world, but it was a good clue for those of us ghost-hunting: 
he’s right there, in his poetry, his great interviews and these timeless songs. 
That’s why I thought I knew him all along, why he feels like family. 

There really is not much that one can say about Leonard Cohen that has not 
already been said by Cohen himself – and with more insight, wit and grace 
than any of us could muster. So for this show we’ve let him do the talking: 
all the words you heard come from Cohen (with one little intervention from 
Janis Joplin). 

We hope you enjoyed spending some time with him, and that you found 
something in it. We certainly have. Thank you for having us.
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