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Snow removal,
parking and local
events discussed

By William Crooks
Local Journalism Initiative

now removal, parking issues on
College Street and many upcoming

local events highlighted the
Lennoxville Borough’s monthly council
meeting Nov. 28. Beginning at 5 p.m.,
Borough President Claude Charron
presided over the nearly hour-long
meeting with seven local residents in
attendance.

Question period began with a
complaint from a resident on Speid
Street concerning snow being plowed
onto her property from a neighbouring
apartment building’s parking lot. The
problem has lasted years, but became
pressing when she recently installed
a plastic snow-fence in the area. She
circulated pictures of the problem to
the council members.

Although she installed a sign saying
‘private property, no snow dumping
permitted’, they have continued to
plow snow there, right up against her
fence, ripping it apart. “I just want
them to respect the property line,” she
explained.

Charron asserted that the apartment

CONT’D ON PAGE 3

Strete du Quebec leads province-
wide 1nitiative against intimate partner
violence, sets up in Cookshire

WILLIAM CROOKS

Stireté du Québec police and La Méridienne interveners gathered to raise awareness on intimate partner violence in Cookshire

By William Crooks
Local Journalism Initiative

e Sareté du Québec (SQ), in
collaboration with a diverse

array of partners, launched a

road networks and local business
kiosks, including one at Cookshire’s
main intersection of routes 108 and
253. This year’s campaign, building on
the success of last year’s 90 operations,

province-wide campaign Nov. 29 to
combat intimate partner violence (IPV).
Marking a significant step in public
awareness and action, these concerted
operations spanned across Quebec,

11'1V01V1]'1g strategic 1nterventions on CONT'D ON PAGE 3

|
I

CREMATORIUM -

COLUMBARIUM -

ST[VH LR

FUNERAL HOME

For more information, please call us at (819) 565-1155 or visit steveelkas.com

e

CASKETS + URNS « PRE-ARRANGEMENTS « COUNSELLING » PLANNING & SUPPORT

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER
PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

D pressreader




Page 2 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2023

newsroom(@sherbrookerecord.com

The Record

The Record
e-edition

There for you

24-hours-a-day

7-days-a-week.
Wherever you are.

Access the full edition of the Sher-
brooke Record as well as special edi-
tions and 30 days of archives.

Renew or order a new 12-month
print subscription and get a
12-month online subscription at
no additional cost or purchase the
online edition only for $137.50

Record subscription rates
(includes Quebec taxes)

For print subscription rates,
please call 819-569-9528
or email us at
billing@sherbrookerecord.com

12 month web only: $137.50
1 month web only: $12.37

Web subscribers have access to the
daily Record as well as archives and
special editions.

Subscribing is as easy as 1,2,3:

1. Visit the Record website: www.
sherbrookerecord.com

2. Click e-edition.

3. Complete the form and wait
for an email activating your online
subscription.

Weather

'Thoughts about toys

\\ i

LINDA KNIGHT SECCASPINA
In 1959 according to the Granby

Leader Mail “the Cowansville

Brownies closed their notably
successful season with a Doll Dressing
Contest and Show at the Trinity
Memorial Hall. Nearly 30 entries were
judged by Mrs. Doug Wilson, Miss
Eleanor Barker and Miss Joan Taylor,
who awarded two lovely books from
the Treasure Chest on Main Street
to Judy Clough, of the 8 and under
group. Linda Lee Pratt also won a
book in the 8 1/2 and up category.
Judy’s winner was a large baby doll
in dainty pink organdy; Linda Lee’s
doll was a wee girl in a well-knitted
ensemble. The Brownies and parents
were welcomed by Brown Owl Irene
Gowdy”.

My beautiful Miss Revlon doll did
not even place. Seems the second
judge, Mrs. Wilson, our neighbour,
told the others that my mother had
sewn most of the doll dress, not me.
I never ever forgot that lesson. That’s
where I learned not to lie about doing
things you never did. In fact it was the
exact second I figured out I should
devote my life to rock’n’ roll instead.
Seemed like a better idea, and a way

For those of us who were kids in the
1950s to the 1970s, memories like
the Easy Bake Oven are still with
us. I think they gave you some odd
little recipes for cakes, took forever
for them to bake, and finally got
thrown into the forgotten toys pile.
It seemed to help with my cooking
skills because I do more baking than
cooking sometimes. The Easy Bake
Oven was a nice diversion because 've
always loved to eat, so it was perfect
for me.

I don’t have many photos from my
childhood, but the photo on the page
is a favourite of mine. [ have often
wondered what this doll was as I have
never come across it in my research
journeys until last week. There it was,
staring at me from the 1954 pages of
the Almonte Gazette. | remember my
doll talking, but it wasn’t 24 inches
long so I assume it was a fake Trudy
doll bought at the local 5 and 10 “The
Ritz Store” situated on the Main street
in Cowansville, Quebec.

COURTESY

in the late 50s. It was a real-looking
saddle with stirrups and a Vinyl skim
coat over foam rubber with a tooled-
leather western trim. All Dad had to
do was get down on all fours and go
g0 go.

For $4.98, the catalogue said: “You
can buy a Daddy Saddle to make your
children’s horsey-back rides more
realistic. No more hanging on tightly
to Daddy’s shirt”. The advertisement
said in the Gazette: “Give the kids a
horse that they can ride Daddy with
a Western saddle to put on him and
chances are that Daddy will have
little free time!”

The Daddy Saddle had a padded
underside “to save Daddy’s aching
back,” and it was supposed to fit
Daddies of all girths. With all due
respect to the makers and wearers
of Daddy Saddles, I wonder how
many fathers rose up on their hind
hooves to protest. Daddy has enough
problems without having to worry
about saddle sores. Didn’tit magically

TODAY: to avoid a real personality crisis. My family didn’t travel much, so turn Daddy into a talking horse like
40 PERCCENT my beloved doll was a knock off, just Mr. Ed? What did Daddy do when the
, f_\. CHANCE OF . like the knock off purse I got myself doorbell rang in the 60s, and what
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Remembering our toys means
remembering part of our childhood.

her.

As a final stab at family
togetherness the Kenner Products
Co. introduced the Daddy Saddle

toy phone you answer it- but chances
are they’re too busy playing with
yours.

See you next week!
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The campaign features the participation of significant organizations such as SOS
Domestic Violence, the Federation of Women’s Shelters, and the Ecole Nationale de
Police du Québec, among others.

borough meeting

CoNT’D FROM PAGE 1

building is privately owned, so what
the contracted snowplows do is not the
responsibility of the town; conflicts
between citizens can be resolved using
a mediation service that avoids lawyers.
He suggested a real fence could be
installed, but the woman insisted such
a fence would just be damaged itself
and cause her more problems. Charron
noted that the new fence would
count as a “shared expense”, so the
apartment building owner would have
a personal interest in its maintenance.
Charron suggested the apartment
building owner’s phone number could
be ascertained through finding the lot
number on the town’s website.

A Bishop’s University (BU) student,
who lives in a residence there,
practicing his French, asked why the
installation of a winter bike route on
King Street had been voted against by
the Sherbrooke City Council. It was a
“difficult” project, Charron responded,
at a projected cost of half a million
dollars. Other more important projects
exist thatrequire monetarysupportand
this one was too much of a challenge.
The minor objective of lessening of
gas emissions do not weigh favourably
against the possibility of injury which
would be the City’s responsibility.

Another resident pointed out that
College Street was not plowed, after
the recent snowfall, until 2 p.m. Other
minor streets were plowed first, which
did not make sense to him. Charron
responded that the issue was likely
due to new personnel and a lack of
City employees. The man was skeptical.
“There has to be a system,” he said, that
even new employees can follow. Charron
insisted that he is trying to improve the
system in the best way he can from his
position. Garfat noted there were some
equipment breakdowns and things will
only get better.

The resident went on to question the
legitimacy of some new parking spotson
the corner of College Street and Vaudry
Street. Charron explained that the new
parking there was authorized recently

because of related new construction.
The resident emphasized that his issue
was about the “aesthetics... of having
cars everywhere”. Charron assured the
resident that the new parking plan
submitted was a reasonable request,
but admitted there could be more
cars there than there should be, so
an inspector could be sent to see if
the plan was being followed. Charron
noted that similar parking could be
seen higher up on College, so a denial
of the request would have been unfair.

The Ministeére des Transports et de la
Mobilité Durable (MTMD) recently put
in a request that, according to their
guidelines, the stop sign on the corner
of Mount Street and Charles-Lennox
Street should be removed. The council
reported that they denied this request,
citing safety concerns. Councillor
Jennifer Garfat explained that many
use Mount to avoid Lennoxville’s main
intersection, and that the stop sign
contributes to speed reduction on the
residential road. Charron noted that
the request would now be bumped
up to the City level and may still be
accepted.

Garfat announced that
the list of 13 community
organizations that
were receiving funding
from the town would be
available soon on the
town’s website.

Garfat announced that the list of
13 community organizations that
were receiving funding from the town
would be available soon on the town’s
website. Funding numbers range from
approximately $500 to $2,500 per
year per organization, with no major
changes from 2023 to 2024,

Garfat thanked the organizers
of the Sunday Santa Claus Parade
in Sherbrooke. Over 40,000 people

partner violence initiative

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

extends the involvement to
various municipal police services and
indigenous police forces, amplifying its
reach and impact.

“The fight against intimate partner
violence requires a unified front,”
stated Caroline Girard, Lieutenant
Coordinator of the SQ’s specialized
I[PV team. “Our concerted efforts
today, alongside organizations
directly aiding victims, demonstrate
a powerful collaboration of expertise
and resources, reinforcing our
commitment to support and protect
victims and their families.”

These awareness
underscore a  societal

operations
call to

action, emphasizing the collective
responsibility in addressing and
preventingIPV, statesapressrelease.The
campaign features the participation of
significant organizations such as SOS
Domestic Violence, the Federation
of Women’s Shelters, and the Ecole
Nationale de Police du Québec, among
others. This initiative is not just a
law enforcement operation but a
societal movement, aiming to weave a
comprehensive safety net for victims
and their children and enhance access
to available support resources.

“It is the second edition of this type
of operation,” said SQ Agent Louis-
Philippe Ruel on the scene in Cookshire
before the intervention began. Its aim

WILLIAM CROOKS

The Lennoxville Borough Councillors, and two Bishop’s University students who attended to

practice their French

participated, she noted. She mentioned
that Nov. 27 began the 16 Days of
Action Against Gender-based Violence
campaign, which will culminate
with a commemoration of the Fcole
Polytechnique Massacre on Dec. 6. Many
other activities are happening this
weelk, including Santa Claus coming to
Square Queen, details of which can be
found on the borough website. Jeux de
Québec is still looking for volunteers;
they need 2,500 and only 900 have
signed up.

Borough Councillor Guillaume
Lirette-Gélinas mentioned some recent
public and private meetings and
applauded the move towards more
public meetings. He congratulated
the BU Drama department for their
recent play ‘Life is a Dream’, which
was “tackled with great talent”. The BU
Singers still have tickets available for
their upcoming concert on Saturday
afternoon. BU’s Chapel Choir is putting
on a ‘Festival of Carols’ event at St.
Mark’s Chapel on Dec. 9 and 10. Lirette-
Gélinas stated that he attended Premier

Legault’s recent press conference in
Sherbrooke and hopes the “shoes will
follow the mouth” and an official
positive announcement concerning
BU’s relationship to the proposed
tuition hikes will come sooner rather
than later.

There was a brief objection by Garfat
to Lirette-Gélinas’ comments on public
vs. private meetings, wherein she
insisted on the importance of private
meetings. Charron suggested the
debate be taken up at another time.

Charron noted that volunteers were
needed to help out with Santa Claus
coming to Square Queen. He explained
that the best way of making a complaint
about snow-removal was to call 819-
821-5858. There is a fundraiser selling
boxed cookies and squares at Uplands
on Saturday. Charron thanked the two
BU students in attendance, one hailing
from B.C., for attending the meeting
and practicing their French. “It’s a big
challenge, thank you,” he said warmly.

The meeting was adjourned just
before 6 p.m.

is to engage those that are not usually
reached on the topic of IPV and inform
them of the wvarious related public
resources at their disposal. With the
holiday season approaching, it is
important for people to know they
must not remain “mute” in the face of
IPV, he explained.

He emphasized that incidences of
IPV must be reported to the authorities
or other organizations tasked with
dealing with those situations, whether
one was personally involved in the
incident or was merely a witness.

“Frédérique”, an intervener at
La Méridienne, a local organization
with the mission of helping female
victims of domestic violence, and

their children, participated in the
initiative in Cookshire. Her real name
was kept confidential for security
reasons having to do with her vocation.
The organization supports afflicted
women and children with all aspects
of their situation, including helping
them navigate the legal system and
with their health, both physical and
psychological. She expressed her
gratitude that Quebec police forces
organized this initiative.

The police and interveners set
up at the Cookshire intersection,
flagged down cars traveling through,
and, handing out pamphlets, spoke
briefly with commuters to
raise awareness.
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Google to pay $100M a year to Canadian news
publishers in deal with Ottawa

By Mickey Djuric
The Canadian Press

ttawa has agreed to set a
O$100—million yearly cap on

payments that Google will be
required to make to media companies
when the government’s controversial
online news legislation takes effect at
the end of the year.

The announcement Wednesday
has the Liberals bending to the
tech giant’s demands after Google
threatened back in February to
remove news from its platform.

The Online News Act compels tech
giants to enter into compensation
agreements with news publishers for
content that appears on Google sites
and contributes to the company’s
revenues.

A formula in the government’s
draft regulations to implement
the bill would have seen Google
contribute up to $172 million to
news organizations. Google balked,
saying it was expecting a figure
closer to $100 million, based on what
it said was a previous estimate from
Canadian Heritage officials.

The company appears to have
gotten what it wanted after an
extended period of negotiation.

Still, Canadian Heritage Minister
Pascale St-Onge called it a “historic

development,” insisting Wednesday
that the agreement was ultimately a
win for the government and for the
local news publishers it is seeking to
support.

“We have found a path forward to
answer Google’s questions about the
process and the act. Google wanted
certainty about the amount of
compensation it would have to pay to
Canadian news outlets,” she said on
Parliament Hill.

“Canada reserves the right to
reopen our regulations if there are
better agreements struck elsewhere
in the world,” she added.

Google’s president of global affairs,
Kent Walker, thanked the minister
for “acknowledging our concerns
and deeply engaging in a series of
productive meetings about how they
might be addressed.”

He said in a statement that the
“extensive discussions” addressed the
company’s “core issues” with the bill.

“While we work with the
government through the exemption
process based on the regulations that
will be published shortly, we will
continue sending valuable traffic to
Canadian publishers,” said Walker.

The deal will allow Google to
comply with the legislation by paying
into a single collective bargaining
group that will serve as a media fund.
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Meta, on the other hand, complied
simply by blocking all news content
from Canadian users of its largest
platforms, Instagram and Facebook.

Last month, News Media Canada-a
lobby group for hundreds of Canadian

Meta, on the other hand,
complied simply by
blocking all news content
from Canadian users
of its largest platforms,
Instagram and Facebook.

newspapers and magazines-said it
agreed with many of the issues Google
raised during the back-and-forth over
how the bill would be implemented.

The group said there should be a
cap on how much the search giant
would have to pay under the law.

“Google plays an essential role in
helping Canadians find trusted news
sources, and we are confident there is
a path forward for the company and
publishers to continue what has been
a mutually beneficial relationship
for many years to come,” the group’s
president and CEO Paul Deegan said
at the time.

In addition financial
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contribution, Canadian Heritage
said Google will continue to make
programs available for Canadian
news businesses, such as training,
tools and resources for business
development and support for non-
profit journalism projects.

Google said Wednesday that the
deal means there will be immediate
changes to existing agreements it has
with publishers in Canada under its
Google News Showcase agreements,
which were part of a $1-billion global
investment.

The company said it will review its
ongoing investments in Canada when
the final regulations are published.

Google wouldn’t say how much
it is already paying publishers
under existing contracts, saying
such agreements are confidential
commercial arrangements.

Companies that fall under the
Online News Act must have total
global revenue of $1 billion or more
in a calendar year, “operate in a
search engine or social-media market
distributing and providing access to
news content in Canada” and have
20 million or more Canadian average
monthly unique visitors or average
monthly active users.

For now, Google and Meta are
the only companies that meet those
criteria.
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The Border Report

The Let’s Talk about Sex initiative is the brainchild of medical and
nursing students from the University of Sherbrooke who saw a need
to raise awareness and inform youth about sex

Let’s Talk About Sex

PHELPS

HELPS

" g

y

t our weekly Phelps Helps’
AzOuth Club this past Friday

vening, a dozen teenagers
gathered around a table with two
medical students, members of the
Let’s Talk About Sex initiative from
the University of Sherbrooke. On
the table was a board game - a large
piece of paper with rows of squares
with the occasional question mark
on a square. The teens rolled a die to
determine the number of moves they
could make and when their piece
(an empty bottle) landed on a square
with a question mark, that person
and their team was asked a question.
The purpose of the game and the
nature of the questions and answers
was to open a dialogue with the teens
about sex.

The Let’s Talk about Sex initiative
is the brainchild of medical and
nursing students from the University
of Sherbrooke who saw a need to
raise awareness and inform youth
about sex, a topic that is often
unevenly addressed in our schools.
The program is by young people for
young people with the main goal

FRONTIER ANIMAL SOCIETY

of harm reduction. The Let’s Talk
About Sex hour-long workshops
address four topics: consent and
sexual violence; contraception and
STBBIs; sexual and gender diversity;
and, pornography and technology.
The team has conducted over 300
workshops, primarily in Sherbrooke
but also in surrounding areas.

It was the non-profit, Le Tandem,
who approached our Phelps Helps’
Youth Club Coordinator, Kaisha
Goodsell, with the idea of holding
a Let’s Talk about Sex workshop at
Phelps’ Friday night club. Le Tandem,
a community social pediatrics
organization, has been working with
the Let’s Talk about Sex team and
thought it would be beneficial to
Phelps’ participants.

In addition to being a safe place for
local teenagers to hang out and play
games on Friday evenings, the Phelps
Helps’ Youth Club holds a variety of
activities and events with workshops
and speakers who address a variety
of topics beneficial to our teens. The
Let’s Talk About Sex Workshop fits in
well with the club’s mandate, as well

as with Phelps’ mandate to support
our community and kids so we stay
healthy and informed.

On this Friday night, with plates
loaded with much appreciated
sustenance courtesy of le Tandem,

the teenagers (with occasional
giggles) rallied with answers to the
questions, sometimes correctly,

sometimes incorrectly. They learned
about safe sexual practices and how
to prevent STDs and pregnancy, never
a bad thing for a teen to have in their
pocket!

Phelps Helps is a community-led
non-profit organization dedicated

to improving the lives of children,
teens and young adults in Stanstead,
Quebec and its surrounding areas.
Through a range of free, tailored
programs and initiatives, Phelps Helps
supports educational achievement,
careers, youth development and
more. Its focus on collaboration and
community engagement ensures
lasting, positive change for a brighter
future.

For more information or to
volunteer, please email us at info@
phelpshelps.ca, visit our website
www.phelpshelps.ca or call us on
819-704-0799.

Featured pets: Dudley and Dante

day we would like to introduce
Dudley and Dante.

These sweet brothers do not
have to be adopted as a pair. We are
featuring them together because
they share similar personalities and
temperaments.

Born outside, Dudley and Dante were
surrendered into our care along with
their mother and two siblings when
they were approximately 4 months old.
While living as strays, this courageous
little family found shelter under a
veranda where they were given food
and water. As the kittens grew older
and the temperatures grew colder, it
became clear that this arrangement
was not sustainable.

Now 5 months old, Dudley and Dante
are ready to find loving, responsible
forever homes where they can live
safely as indoor-only cats.

Having had limited contact with
people during what is a critical stage
of socialization (prior to 3 months),
both kittens are still a little uncertain
around people. While they don’t yet
come to us for affection, we can easily
approach them, and they accept our
attention and pets. They are timid,

more than they are scared.

What stands out about these two
is their extraordinarily calm nature
which they seem to have inherited from
their mom. Gentle and good-natured,
once in a quiet home where they can
settle into their routine and know
they are safe, they will be wonderful
companions to their lucky adopters.

Not that it matters, but they also
happen to be beautiful.

If you can provide one, or better
yet both, of these adorable kittens the
home they deserve, we’d love to hear
from you. To inquire, please give our
cat adoption coordinator Linda a call
at 8190-868-2684 or send an email to
frontieranimalsociety@gmail.com.

Dante

Dudley
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You hardly have a chance to check out your credit card balance and it’s
time to scoop up what'’s left since Black Friday now continues through
Sunday and most of the rest of the week.

Giving Tuesday needs
better advertising

TiM BELFORD

oes anyone actually pay the
D going price for anything
anymore?

Black Friday offers a pre-Christmas
chance to pick up gifts at “unheard”
of lower prices. And if you miss the
Friday sales don’t fret, there’s always
Super Saturday to help clean the
shelves.

You hardly have a chance to check
out your credit card balance and it’s
time to scoop up what’s left since Black
Friday now continues through Sunday
and most of the rest of the week.
What'’s next; Witless Wednesday?

Yes, a lot of people out there are
having a hard time making financial
ends meet. Food banks, we are told,
are now serving an increasing number
of the less fortunate and rents are
soaring. Yet the endless push to
shop rings out loud and clear with
a constant barrage of advertising
on television, radio and in the few
newspapers that are left, all geared to
one thing; more consumption.

Thanks primarily to a flip flop on
behalf of the government, the biggest
player in an extraordinarily lucrative
business, legalized gambling has
become just another enticement to
spend your hard-earned cash. The
promise here is not cheap lotto tickets
or a chance to pick the winners in
any sporting event but the dream of
having more money than you could
possibly spend.

On-line gambling features
advertisements of fabulously attired

men and women strutting into
dazzling casinos amidst a whirr of
one-armed bandits, blackjack games
and craps tables. You're asked to
believe that you're just a computer
click away from Monaco or Vegas. The
reality, however, is too many foolish
people huddled over a computer
screen in their jeans, sweaters or
pajamas looking to be part of a world
that for most of us just doesn’t exist.

Sadly, it won’t end with the
Christmas rush. Boxing Day.
traditionally the day when you take
the argyle socks or the gravy bowl
that mother gave you and put it back
into the box to be returned at your
earliest convenience, has become
Boxing Week; or in some cases Boxing
Month. Once again, ever mindful
of their duty, retailers will offer up
anything they didn’t sell during the
Christmas season at “fantastically”
reduced prices.

Is it any wonder that more and
more Canadians are “strapped for
cash?” Yes, there are too many people
eking out an existence on minimum
wage and too many who can’t find
work even though they have tried.
They deserve our concern and help.

At the same time, how many people
out there are in financial trouble
because they bought that special
house with four bedrooms, three
bathrooms, a kitchen the size of a
barn and a mortgage that needed two
salaries to just keep up? How many
need a new car every three years?
How many are where they are because
they believed in the advertising and
thought “Interest free and no payment
for the first year” was a good deal?

Sadly, the one seasonal special day
that appears to be suffering is “Giving
Tuesday” which has seen donations
plummet. In fact, according to the
latest  statistics, Canadians and
Quebecers in particular, are less
inclined to give to charities than ever
before.

I guess Giving Tuesday needs better
advertising.

WHEN THEY SAID
WE WERE MOVING TO
A ‘CASHLESS SOCIETY
I DIDN'T THINK THEY
MEANT WED ACTUALLY
HAVE NO MONEY.
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Quebec legislature
unanimously condemns
human rights
COmMMISsSIon’s
Christmas criticism

The Canadian Press

uebec’s legislature  has

unanimously adopted

a motion in defence of
ChriS®fias.

Christopher Skeete, the

province’s anti-racism minister,

introduced the motion today

condemning the Canadian Human
Rights Commission for describing
Christmas as an  “obvious
example” of systemic religious
discrimination linked to Canada’s
history of colonialism.

In an October discussion
paper, the commission described
statutory holidays related to
Christianity as examples of

religious discrimination because
they are the only statutory holidays
linked to religious holy days.

It says that, as a result, those who
celebrate other religions may need
to request special accommodations.

The motion, a copy of which will
be sent to the rights commission
and to Parliament, denounces
attempts to “polarize” events that
unite Quebecers and that have
been part of the province’s heritage
for generations.

All 109 members of the national
assembly who were present voted
in favour of the motion, which was
cosponsored by Liberal Jennifer
Maccarone, Parti Quebecois Leader
Paul St-Pierre Plamondon, and two
Independents.

The Record welcomes your letters to the editor. Please limit your letters to 300 words.
We reserve the right to edit for length, clarity, legality and taste. Please ensure there is
a phone number or email where you can be reached, to confirm authorship and current
town/city of residence. Names will not be withheld but the address and phone number of
the writer are not published, except by request. Please email your letters to newsroom@
sherbrookerecord.com. Preference is given to writers from the Eastern Townships.
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16 DAYS OF ACTION

By Julia Coote

e past triennial has proven

I a difficult time for everyone,

and for several reasons. The
pandemic has had a negative impact
not only epidemiologically but has
also indirectly exacerbated social
and political unrest across the world.
As a result, COVID has unfairly
disadvantaged several demographics.
Undeniably, one of these groups of
people is women.

On the precipice of the new
year, we take time to reflect on the
past. With the viral spread slowing
down, there comes a time when we
begin to take an accounting of the
damage done. This does not only
include vaccination rates and death
tolls anymore, but the long-lasting
social repercussions that come with
quarantining for the past three years.
This phenomenon is often referred to
as the shadow pandemic.

No-contact has become
synonymous with social distancing
in many people’s minds, visualized
as two-meter sticks laid back-to-back.
However, it has another meaning in
the world of victimized individuals.
No contact is the slow but sure
social isolation that takes place in a
relationship with a power imbalance,
where more often than not, the
victim of said power imbalance is a
woman.

The consequences of COVID-19,
and more specifically lockdowns,
have exacerbated the pre-existing
inequalities and gender-based
violence in Canadian society by
facilitating this exploitive power
dynamic. Not only has it increased
the potential for direct harm, but this
power dynamic has also made it more
difficult to report and end the cycle of
violence.

It has been clearly established
that gender-based violence, and
specifically sexual violence, increases

Impact of COVID on
(Gender-based violence

after emergencies and disasters. In
Canada, there has been an estimated
increase of 20 to 30 per cent in rates
of sexual and gender-based violence
in regions when lockdowns were
imposed.

While the reasoning behind
the increase is complex, it can be
linked, at least in part, to abusers
experiencing additional fear, stress,
or loss of employment or income—all
of which were amplified during the
pandemic.

Following health guidelines during
COVID-19, such as social distancing
and staying home, led to an increase
in gender-based violence for several
reasons. Women and families who
were already experiencing violence
at home could no longer leave for
work or school, leaving them trapped
with abusive partners which led to
increased rates of violence against
women.

With this isolation also comes a
loss of outside support. Spaces like
religious gatherings, workplaces,
community centres, support
groups and community agencies
where women could previously
find support became inaccessible.
Even in the age of technology, victims
are unable to seek help safely and
privately from devices at home.

As members of the community, it
is our responsibility to understand
the  systemic oppression and
impact on women. Exploring the
relationship between the pandemic
and gender-based violence requires
an intersectional approach. The 16
Days of Activism Against Gender-
based Violence are a call not only for
government to address gender-based
violence and share their prevention
plan, but for citizens to raise
awareness and share the actions they
are personally taking to create a world
free from gender-based violence.
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Help Brighten a
Family's Holiday!

The Secret Santa Campaign pairs kids of all ages

with community sponsors so no one goes without
this Holiday Season

OPTION 1: SPONSOR
YOU ARE PAIRED WITH ONE OR
MULTIPLE CHILDREN AND SHOP
FOR ITEMS ON THEIR WISH
LIST.

OPTION 2: DONATE

IF YOU DON'T HAVE TIME OR
DON'T LIKE TO SHOP, WRITE US
A CHEQUE AND WE WILL DO THE
SHOPPING!

CONTACT US AT 819 564-6626
OR INFO@LDWC.CA

TO DONATE: SEND CHEQUES TO
LENNOXVILLE AND DISTRICT WOMEN'S CENTRE
175 QUEEN STREET, SUITE 203
SHERBROOKE, QC

THE CAMPAIGN RUNS FROM
NOVEMBER 15 TO DECEMBER 6

CHARITABLE TAX RECEIPTS
AVAILABLE FOR MONETARY
DONATIONS.

noxville & Distri

Women’s Centre
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Death Notice Death Notice

In Memoriams

Phyllis GAUTHIER

June 6, 1930 -
November 21, 2023

>

It is with great sadness that we announced the passing of Phyllis Gauthier (née
Rowe), on November 21, 2023 at Centre d’Hébergement Argyll in Sherbrooke,
QC.

Phyllis had an exceptional career as both a radiology and nuclear medicine
technician. She loved giving back to her community and once retired, she joined
the Anglican Church Women (ACW), where she continued to thrive and create
lasting friendships.

She was sadly predeceased by her loving husband of 63 years George and son
Bob. Phyllis leaves to mourn her daughters Anne and Susan (Serge); sister
Pauline; daughter-in-law Ruth; sister-in-law Caroline; her grandchildren Chlge,
Jaime, Christie, Eric, Mark and Daniel; her great-grandchildren Benjamin, Briar
and Hadley. She also leaves behind her nephew Steven and nieces Catherine
and Lynn. Phyllis loved gathering the family and made many unforgettable
memories for us all.

A service will be held and announced by the family at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to St-George’s ACW, which she presided
over for many years, (c/o Elizabeth Schoolcraft, 885 Clough Street, Ayer’s Cliff,
JOB 1C0). Donations may also be made to St. Thomas Westbury Cemetery
Maintenance Fund (c\o Mr. Roger Heatherington 338 Warner Street, East Angus,
QC, JOB 1R0).

The family extends its gratitude and appreciation to all the compassionate
staff from Le Renaissance Manoir St-Francis in Lennoxville and to the staff at
Centre d’Hébergement Argyll in Sherbrooke for your immeasurable empathy
and diligence.

She will be missed by all that knew her.

CASS FUNERAL HOMES
Stanstead & Ayer’s CLiff
PHONE: 819-876-5213

FAX: 819-849-3068
cass@salonfunerairecoaticook.com
www.casshomes.ca

MACKAY, Mabel (Alden): 1919-2016. In
fond memory of my dear friend Mabel
who went to her eternal rest November
29, 2016.
I think of your often and miss you Mabel,
We spent many good times together.
Love,
THEDA

_¢z : ﬁut}zj %{mt)y

MS lives here.

Multiple sclerosis never hits

just one person.

It affects the entire family.
Multiple Sclerosis

In memory of
Randy Wood

Ten years ago, you left us; life wanted
you to take a new route.

We always keep in our hearts the sweet
moments spent with you.

Continue to take care of us and guide
us as you always knew how to do.

We continue to honour your memory
forever.

Thank you, Randy, for being my
spiritual father all my life. We
will never forget you and we often
think of you very much. We miss
you terribly.

Martin, Marie-Héléne,
Léandre and Orléane

«Q
| MO Society of Canada

1-800-268-7582 www.mssociety.ca

Date
Book

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2023

Today is the 334th day of 2023 and
the 69th day of autumn.

TODAY'S  HISTORY: In 1782,
provisional articles of peace were signed
in Paris between Britain and the United
States, under which Britain recognized
U.S. independence.

In 1939, the Soviet Union invaded
Finland.

In 1993, President Bill Clinton signed
the Brady Bill, a major gun-control
measure.

In 1999, Exxon Corp. and Mobil Corp.
completed their merger, creating the
largest publicly held oil company in the
world at that time.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS: Jonathan Swift
(1667-1745), clergyman/satirist; Mark
Twain (Samuel Clemens) (1835-1910),
writer; Winston Churchill (1874-1965),
British politician; Dick Clark (1929-
2012), TV personality/producer; Bill
Walsh (1931-2007), football coach; Abbie
Hoffman (1936-1989), political activist;
Ridley Scott (1937- ), filmmaker; Mandy
Patinkin (1952- ), singer/actor; Billy Idol
(1955- ), singer-songwriter; Bo Jackson
(1962- ), football and baseball player;
Ben Stiller (1965- ), actor; Clay Aiken
(1978- ), singer; Chrissy Teigen (1985- ),
TV personality; Magnus Carlsen (1990- ),
chess grandmaster.

TODAY’S FACT: Mark Twain published
a number of pieces in newspapers
and periodicals under a variety of pen
names, including Thomas Jefferson
Snodgrass, W. Epaminondas Adrastus
Blab, John Snooks and Josh.

TODAY’S SPORTS: In 1991, the U.S.
women’s soccer team defeated Norway
2-1 to win the first Women’s World Cup.

TODAY’S QUOTE: “Truth is
incontrovertible. Panic may resent it,
ignorance may deride it, malice may
distort it, but there it is.” - Winston
Churchill

TODAY'S NUMBER: 34 million
- certified American units sold of
Michael Jackson’s “Thriller,” making it
the bestselling solo album of all time,
according to Business Insider. The
album was released on this day in 1982.

TODAY'S MOON: Between full moon
(Nov. 27) and last quarter moon (Dec. 4).

BIRTH NOTICES, CARDS OF THANKS, IN MEMORIAMS, BRIEFLETS:

Text only: 40¢ per word. Minimum charge $10.00 ($11.50 taxes included)
Discounts: 2 insertions or more: 15% off

With photo: additional $18.50. DEADLINE: 11 a.m., day before publication.
BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY & GET-WELL WISHES, ENGAGEMENT NOTICES:

Text only: $16.00 (includes taxes)

With photo: $26.00 ($29.90 taxes included) DEADLINE: 3 days before publication.
WEDDING WRITE-UPS:

$26.00 ($29.90 taxes included) WITH PHOTO: $36.00 ($41.40 taxes included)

RATES and DEADLINES: ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES

Please Note: All of the aforementioned (except death notices) must be submitted typewritten or neatly
printed, and must include the signature and daytime telephone number of the contact person. Can be e-mailed
to: classad@sherbrookerecord.com - They will not be taken by phone.

DEADLINES FOR DEATH NOTICES:
For Monday’s paper, email production@sherbrookerecord.com or call 819-569-4856 between 1 p.m. and
5 p.m. Sunday. For Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday's edition, email production@sherbrookerecord.
com, call 819-569-4856 or fax 819-569-1187 (please call to confirm transmission) between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m. the day prior to the day of publication. The Record cannot guarantee publication if another Record number
is called. Rates: Please call for costs.
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TownsHIps' CRIER

TOWNSHIPS
If you want to drink, that’s your
business. If you want to stop, we can
help. Call Alcoholics Anonymous 1-888-
424-2975, www.aa.org
LENNOXVILLE

Mental Health Estrie has officially
launched its 2023-24 HUGS
campaign. From November to March,
we accept donations of NEW hats,
underwear, gloves, socks, scarves and
other warm articles of clothing which
we donate to local shelters for people
experiencing homelessness. Items can
be dropped off directly at our offices
in the beige bins next to door #2 at
3355 College in Lennoxville or let us
do the shopping for you - all monetary
gifts are used to purchase essentials.
You can also call us to schedule an in-
person drop-off of items or cheques.

Please make cheques payable to Mental
Health Estrie and indicate HUGS on
the memo line. Thank you to all for
your continued support and help! For
more information, call 819-565-3777
or projects@mentalhealthestrie.com.
LENNOXVILLE

Lennoxville and District Community
Aid is inviting interested seniors and
their caregivers to a presentation by a
representative of the Curateur public
on assistance with decision-making.
The presentation will cover the topics
of aptitude, the role of the Curateur
public, measures in place to support
individuals with decision-making,
and the new assistance measure,
which can be used to name someone
to communicate with third parties on
your behalf. Join us for this important
topic on Thursday, November 30 from
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Amédée-

Beaudoin Community Center, 10
rue Samuel-Gratham, Borough of
Lennoxville. For information, please
call 819-821-4779, ext. 305.

LENNOXVILLE
HCC Senior Luncheon will be held

at noon on Thursday, November 30
at Hope Community Church, 102
Queen St., Lennoxville. Everyone
welcome. Entrance from parking lot.
Wheelchair accessible. Please call
Elaine at 819-563-8700 or elebourveau@
videotron.ca to reserve your place. Next
luncheon will be January 25, 2024.

MAGOG
Deutsches Weihnachtslieder-Singen |
German Christmas Carol Singing with
German Christmas cookies and cakes
to taste and to purchase on December
3 at 3 p.m. at St. Paul’s United Church,
211 Pine Avenue, Magog. For more
information: apiche.pasteure@gmail.
com or 819-993-1554.

ULVERTON

Ulverton United Church Community
of Faith is holding it’s annual general
meeting at the Church, 159 Route 143,
Ulverton on the 1st of December 2023
at 7 p.m.

MAGOG
Princess Elizabeth Elementary School
(120 Bellevue) 42nd annual Christmas
Craft fair will be held on Saturday,
December 2 from 9 am. to 4 p.m.

Christmas movie and popcorn for the
kids, Santa, Canteen, raffle prizes every
hour and much more! Please bring non-
perishables for the Banque Alimentaire
Memphrémagog.

LENNOXVILLE
The Bibliothéque Lennoxville Library
will be holding a Used Book Sale on
Saturday, December 2 from 10 a.m.
to 2 pan. in the Amédée Beaudoin
Community Centre. English and French
books of all types, including many
for children, very reasonably priced.
Proceeds to support the library.

SHERBROOKE
Christmas Concert on Saturday,
December 9 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Patrick’s
Church (20 rue Gordon, Sherbrooke,
QC, J1H 4Y5) with the purpose of
raising funds to feed the needy. We feed
between 70 to 90 people every Sunday.
There is no fixed amount or entrance
ticket. It will only be a monetary
donation at your discretion. There will
be a box at the en-trance of the church
where you can put your donation. Come
enjoy the music and help us help!

Relationship between daughter and godmother
seems to sour

Dear Annie

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2023

Dear Annie: My daughter recently
and courageously moved across the
country to the city her godmother lives
in. I chose this friend to be her god
mom based on what I thought was a
beautiful bond the two had with each
other. I adopted my daughter when
she was in her late teens after a heck
of a time in the foster care system. My
friend gave my daughter a dear nick
name early on and lavished praise on
her to no end. Fast-forward 15 years
later, and my daughter obtained a mas-
ter’s degree, bought herself a new car,
has great credit and is otherwise doing
well.

Because my daughter has no rental
history, the management company at
the apartment she applied to wanted
a co-signer. My daughter decided to ask
her godmother to co-sign for her, add-
ing, “I have significant cash that I could
give to you to hold until you could be
removed as co-signer.” Her godmother
replied, “No.Iwon’t be doing that. Wel-
come to adulting.”

When my daughter shared this with
me I'was floored! I immediately told my
daughter that I would co-sign myself,
which, of course, I did.

Annie, am I wrong to be offended to
the point of no longer wanting contact
with my “friend”? I am shocked and dis-
gusted at how she treated my daughter.
No reasoning, no discussion, no contact
with me to ask me anything about it. A
few weeks later, she sent my daughter a
text as if nothing was wrong.

I thought about talking to her about
this but frankly can’t imagine what she
could say to me that would make how
she handled this OK. I feel like I don’t
know who she is anymore. Am I being
unreasonable cutting this “friend” off?
- Godmother Goes Awry

Dear Godmother Goes Awry: I would
certainly talk to your friend before

jumping to any conclusions. Everyone
has a different parenting philosophy;
clearly hers is “sink or swim.” Perhaps
she thinks she is doing your daughter
a service by forcing her to figure things
out for herself. Or perhaps she doesn’t
have the money. Another good guess is
that, like many people, she has an inor-
dinate fear of financial commitments.
Their attitude is, “Anything to do with
money, or signing a contract, forget
about it.” This seems possible because
your daughter offered to give her the
cash as security, and she did not want
any part of anything to do with this.
Regardless of the explanation, it
seems that your friend and your daugh-
ter have a unique relationship, and you
should do all you can to keep it intact.
More importantly, how does your
daughter feel about her godmother’s
response? If she is upset, you should
encourage the two of them to have a
conversation as well. If she’s not upset,
then you should certainly let it go.
Dear Annie: My son is getting mar-
ried in a year. He has sent out save the
dates to family and friends. He sent one
to his cousin and his cousin’s fiancee.
Two months later, the same cousin
and fiancee sent out wedding invites
for their own wedding (taking place
two months before my son’s) and did
not include my son’s fiancee. I spoke
with my nephew to see what happened.
He said it was a mistake but he would
need to wait to see if others reply no be-
fore inviting my soon-to-be daughter-in-
law. It is going to be a fairly large wed-
ding, and I feel like my nephew should
remedy the situation now and not lat-
er. At this point, if my son’s fiancee is
not invited, then the rest of our imme-
diate family, including myself, do not
want to attend my nephew’s wedding.
- Irritated Aunt
Dear Irritated Aunt: Your nephew’s
logic doesn’t make much sense. If it
was a mistake that your son’s fiancee

never got her invite, then it shouldn’t
really matter how the other guests
RSVP. I would speak to your son directly
about the matter, and then have him

reach out to his cousin and explain why

it’s important for his fiancee to receive

an invite sooner rather than later.
dearannie@creators.com.
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CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.

Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

“HU HK KFHC UWFU UWR ORXRDMYV

WHMMK YBMHSR CRYFDUZRGU HK KB

EFGSVY UWFU HU WFK FG PGMHKURC

GPZORD.” — LFSA ORGGY

Previous Solution: “"Hollywood is wonderful. Anyone who doesn't like it is either

crazy or sober.” — Raymond Chandler
TODAY'S CLUE: M Sienbe v

ReaurTy CHECK

ANY DWARFS, SNoW WHITE-
THOSE WERE ALL JUST Youw
MULTIPLE PERSONALITIES-

7 1T ALL MAKES

THE TRUTH 1S, THERE NEVE®R WERE

@2023 UFS/Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

SENSE!

11-30

HERMAN®
® LaughingStock Licensing Inc., Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication, 2023

“Goodbye and good luck.”

b
ing !

sroke
0 ) Heanﬂ“d
o digtitian®: ing il 1€ e
it GEUAE L pping W i G
ing An ek (’\',“Suhabaseaon@“‘i“S
i fic
o evely P2

(heck »rHealth Check™

ALLEY OoP

DO YOU THINK THIS
IS THE LAIR OF THE
GIANT DRAGONFLY WHO
\ CAPTURED DR. WONMUG?

I HOPE SO, OR
THIS FOREST HAS A
SERIOUS INFESTATION
PROBLEM,

ARLO & JANIS

WELL, WHEN I SEE
THAT DRAGONFLY, I'M
GOING TO SAY “HEY,
JERK, PREPARE TO
GET SQUISHED BY MY
FLY SWATTERS!”

NO NEED FOR

THREATS. AND
YOU CAN CALL ME

A LORD ODON.

IF IT'S OKAY
WITH YOU, T'LL
STICK WITH
“JERK.” I SORT

MARY LOO CAME TO WORK
WITH ME AT 'THE DOCK'

o
8
g

<
<

WHER SHE WAS 20. SHE TOOK
TO IT LIKE A DUCK TO WATER!

SHE FELL IN LOVE WITH THE
CRAZY RESTAURANT BUSINESS!
THE REST DIDN'T INTEREST HER.

IT'S JUST AS WELL.
e

THINGS AREN'T THE SAME NOW.
THAT SHIP HAS SAILED.
THAT'S WHY I'M SELLING WHAT'S
LEFT, MOSTLY HOUSES.

lchlP“!SO www.gacomics com/the-hom-Joser

( CLEANING IS A NEVER-
ENDING JOR!

N P

& 2023 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

~

WHY BOTHER AT ALL7 AS SOON
AS YOU CLEAN ONE TRING,IT
JUST MAKES EVERYTHING
ELSE APPEAR DIRTIER!

FrANK AND ERNEST

MEDICAL
RESEARCH
INSTITUTE

©2023 Thaves/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Synd

WE ACHIEVED A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH
IN $LOWING THE AGING

OF THE
SPINE.

S~ AHAI
DiIsC
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GRIZZWELLS

T THINK 1T% WoRsE P
BE N A 5AM TUAN
IN A PICKLE
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15 NCE To HAVE A
PHiLosoPHICAL
PiscUssion

NOT Too OF TEN, THOUGH..]

MY BRAM WollD
EXPLODE

THATABABY

He sees you
when you're
sleeping, he
knows when
. You're
awake. .,

%2023 Paul Trap / Distribuled by Andrews McMeel Syndication

That
femindsS me
of semeone

else . ..

LAasT N T—
HER. BURSTTIS
1= ACTING
UFP AGAIN ..

Diabetes Meter €,

pIDEMIC

N

REACT NOW!

Information and donations:
(514) 259.3422 or 1.800.361.3504

www.diabete.qc.ca
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Call Sherbrooke: (819) 569-9525 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Deadline: 12:30 p.m. one day prior to publication
E-mail: classad@sherbrookerecord.com C L AS S I FI E D Or mail your prepaid classified ads to
or Knowlton: (450) 242-1188 between 9:00 a.m. and noon The Record, 6 Mallory, Sherbrooke, Quebec J1M 2E2
275 Antiques 275 Antiques 275 Antiques 275 Antiques

LICENSE PLATE COLLECTOR loocking WE BUY from the past for the future, one THFE eeee——

to buy Quebec license plates. Please item or a household, attic or basement,
send pics via text or call Daniel 450-278- shed or garage. We like it all, give us a
0517, Daniel.vincelette @hotmail.com call. 819-837-2680..

Classifieds work!

819-569-9525

classad@sherbrookerecord.com CARR-IER WANTED
IN RICHMOND

SUDOKU for early November

DIFFICULTY RATING: & ke to deliver The Becord
' (Monday to Friday)

If interested,
please contact
819-569-9528
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.
or email
billing@sherbrookerecord.com
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ALEXANDER GALT
CHRISTMAS BASKET CAMPAIGN 2023

At this time of the year, it is always heartening to see the unwavering
support of our local community towards the AGRHS Christmas
Basket campaign. Since 1999, the numerous donations have help us
bring the Christmas spirit to less fortunate families in the Alexander
Galt Regional High School sector.

©
o
w
~

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row, column
and set of 3-by-3 box-
es must contain the
numbers 1 through 9
without repetition.

Such initiatives play a crucial role in making a difference in the lives
of those who need it the most. I truly believe that the community’s
generosity will make this campaign a success once again.

Let’'s work together to bring hope and joy to the families around us
during the holiday season.

Please, make cheques payable to
AGRHS Christmas Basket Campaign
(tax receipts issued for $10+ donations):
and mail to: AGRHS
P.O. Box 5002, 1700 rue College, Sherbrooke, QC, JIM 179
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Thank you for gyour generosity!
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NEA Crossword Puzzle

Answer to Previous Puzzle

ACROSS 37TV award
38 Singer —
; gi':u_c h_ Winehouse g E
8 Hit hard abbr. = =Te
12 Tramp 40— Family
13 Prohibit Robinson” A e
legally 43Keep in L) 0 P
14Deal check : SlEICmcE
(with) 47 Essence 0 E|A[R A
15Napoleon’s 48 Short-lived N E C
place of phenome- TV E
exile non O[RIROD A
16 Chum 49Band K 5 B
instrument AlC L L
}gﬁ;"cfg,,“p 50 Scotgish L|O E E
elaborate Gaelic 6 Extol 30 Command
meal 51 Work 7 Moreover for a
20French unit 8 Discarded pooch
painter ~ 92Actor— piece 31 Granted
21Dog in a McCormack g Crackpot 33 Charity
handbag 93College  {pAltar's 37 Transgress
22 Backtalk ViP place 38 Not at all
23Flat floater 54 Poor 11Encounter = . 44
25 Clever grade 19Toddler  g9gort
fellow 95 Miami- — 20 Catcher’s ° d
26 That County glove 40 S\ztntyat -
woman 22 Actress d P
29 Humdinger DOWN — Tomlin gﬁee t
30 Keep for 1Top 23lll-behaved ) Aaied
gﬁfds ) > ‘I;°°k. £ !.otlog_ t Wonderful
. artina ingredien s
32Blind play 25 Distort Life”
devotion 3“Mamma 26Wasina  43Precaution
34 Bewilder Mia” group __ Whirl 44 Atmo-
35 Director 4 Like a 27 Indistinct sphere
Spike — braggart 28 Storm’s 45 Abbr. in
360Once 5 Beatles center footnotes
around a album 29— Abner of 46 Shoestring
track “_ Road” Dogpatch 48 Nourished
1 2 3 9 10 a4
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Your Birthday

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2023

Adjust how you deal with money,
contracts and health issues. Don’t let
anyone control decisions that influence
how you live. Design your routine to
fit your needs and take advantage of
your skills. Approach relationships
with equality in mind and refuse to let
anyone overrule you regarding matters
that influence your future.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -
Don’t give anyone the chance to take
advantage of you. Keep an open mind
and a closed wallet until you are sure
you want to participate in something
that involves money or joint ownership.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Don’t
sign up for something strenuous or put
yourself in a vulnerable position. It’s
better to be safe than sorry regarding
illness or injury.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) - You’ll
gain momentum if you don’t take an
emotional detour. Stay focused on
your objective and walk away from
uncomfortable situations. Stick to what
you know and do best.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) - Use your
imagination, be creative and refuse
to let anyone pressure or push you to
do something you don’t care to do. A
change will spark your interest or bring
you in contact with someone who can
help you.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) - Keep
your thoughts to yourself. Focus on
monitoring your finances, health and
any contractual dealings that need
attention. Don’t believe everything you
hear or mix business with pleasure.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) - Look for

an opportunity and follow your plans.
Be open regarding your intentions and
be open-minded about suggestions.
Think big, but stick to a budget. Avoid
indulgence of any kind.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) - Take care of
pressing matters and talk through any
conflicts you face openly and honestly.
Verify any information you receive
and put your heart and soul into what
makes you happy.

CANCER (June 21-july 22) - Monitor
your progress. Let your imagination
lead you in a direction that helps you
stand out and surpass any competitor.
Let your experience be your guide, and
you’ll make a valuable connection.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - Keep life simple.
Take care of your responsibilities
without letting drama get out of hand.
Focus on progress, getting things done
and building a solid base. Don’t deny
yourself love and happiness.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Use your
imagination and come up with plans
thataddress concerningissues. Working
with others will help you bring about
positive change and opportunities if
you are willing to compromise.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - Don’t put
up with mind games, especially when
money or legal issues are involved. A
third party will help you navigate your
way to a fair deal. Overdoing it will cost
you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) - Be clear
when talking about your thoughts and
feelings. An open discussion will provide
insight into how to move forward. A
relationship can prosper from a shake-
up if handled appropriately.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2023

The beauty of
language
By Phillip Alder

English is a difficult language, but
one full of variety. I particularly enjoy
the diverse ways one can play with the
words: anagrams, puns, homophones,
spoonerisms, malapropisms, and so on.
In particular, I like malapropisms. Mrs.
Malaprop was a character in Richard
Brinsley Sheridan’s “The Rivals.” She
had the habit of using a word close
to the one she really should have
employed. For example, “an allegory on
the banks of the Nile.” See how many
malapropisms you can find in the rest
of this column.

Today’s deal comes from a rubber
bridge game in which the stakes were
expansive, very extensive. North had
just bid and made seven no-trump. This
was the second deal.

West had a normal preeminent
opening of five clubs. North cue-bid
six clubs to show a stroganoff two-
suiter: but not necessarily that shapely
and sarong. The rest of the bidding
contained three ill-advertised doubles.

Declarer thumped the club ace
lead in hand and dashed one round
of trumps with dummy’s king before
twitching his attention to hearts. When
West absconded on the first round and

North 11-30-23
AKQJ1097
YAKJ985
.
L ]
West East
45 & 363
| g YQ7432
¢QJ74 ¢+ A
®dAQII8763 SdK105 4
South
& A42
Y106
¢ K10986532
&
Dealer: West
Vulnerable: North-South
South West North East
5 6 7
74 Dbl. v Dbl.
Th Dbl. Redbl. All Pass
Opening lead: & A

South to ruff out East’s heart queen.
Declarer retrained to dummy with a
diamond ruff, drew East’s two trumps
and claimed.

North-South had won a 50-point
rubber. (Don’t forget both the 100
honors on this deal and that now you
receive a 100-point bonus for making a
redoubled contract.) They corrected so
much money that they were suddenly

couldn’t ruff, it was an easy job for *effluent.
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