WEEKLY GUIDE TO ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
IN THE EASTERN TOWNSHIPS

fa ot

a
diet

see Page 2

THE RECORD, JuLry 28 - AucgusT 3, 2006

Traversée Internationale du lac Memphrémagog
kicks oft tomorrow

The Traversée Internationale du lac
Memphrémagog kicks off tomorrow in
Magog, bringing ten days of sports, arts, and
entertainment for all tastes. The raison d'étre
of the festival is the swim marathon, which
will see 25 swimmers from nine countries
take to the lake for a gruelling 34 km race,
starting at 8 a.m. Saturday, August 5.

Around the marathon, however, has been
built up a slew of watersport events—includ-
ing races for amateurs and children, an
award-winning canoe race, and a two-day
sailing regatta—as well as entertainment for
all ages at Merry Point.

This year’s attractions include four spectacu-
lar fireworks shows (July 29 and 31, and Aug.

2 and 4); salsa, disco, retro, and country
theme nights under the Loto-Québec big top
tent; a children’s village with inflatable toys
and live entertainment; and an artists’ vil-
lage, which this year boasts 75 Townships
artists of all stripes.

Local businesses have also gotten involved:
Piazzetta Magog, Café St-Michel, and La

PHOTOS COURTESY

Memphré microbrewery have all created spe-
cial beers for the Traversée and will be donat-
ing part of the profits from the ales’ sales to
the organization.

For more information, email info@tilm.net,
call 18002642744 or 819847-3007, or visil
www.tilm. net.

The Piggery presents

Piaf Love Conquers AClLL

A play about the life and music of Edith Piaf

August 2nd, 8th at 2 pm. & August 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 7th & 8th at 8 pm.
Country Dinners are available.

Reservations/Information Tel.: 819-842-2

431 piggery@abacom.com
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Candied lemon zest
gives zing to
blueberry cups

Ithough this year farm-
A-crs are complaining
about the excessive rain

and claiming it has ruined a
good part of their berry crops,
it's still that time of year
when blueberries are every-
where — plump and juicy and
irresistible. 1 love serving
them for dessert, but...I'm not
a patient baker, and I dislike
complicated recipes that call
for 50 grams of this and 35 grams of
that. Who wants to weigh flour when
the warm lake waters seems to be call-
ing your name? So, I've put together a
dessert that is very easy to make, and re-
quires little time in the kitchen. Best of
all, it allows the blueberries to shine, in-
stead of masking their freshness with
dough or overwhelming flavours. The
four different textures -- chewy zest,
juicy berries, cloud-like cream and
frosty ice cream — blend in the mouth
to create a heavenly ensemble.

BLUEBERRY AND VANILLA ICE CREAM
CUP WITH CANDIED LEMON ZEST

Ingredients (for four portions):
1 pint blueberries (the smaller, the
better)

ALEX'S
PANTRY

1 small tub (500 g) vanilla
ice cream

1 cup whipping cream

cup sugar, plus 2 tbsp. sugar
for cream

2 lemons

Wash the blueberries in cold
water and reserve. Wash the
lemons very well, especially if
not organic, and pat dry with a
paper towel. Using a vegetable
peeler, remove the peel from
them in vertical strips. Try to remove
only the yellow zest, avoiding as much
of the white pith as possible. Slice the
strips vertically into thin julienne
strips. Save the lemons for another use.

Place peels in a saucepan and cover
with cold water. Bring to a boil, let sim-
mer for two minutes and then drain off
the water. Repeat the process a second
time, then remove the peels from the
pan and set aside.

3- Place cup of sugar plus cup of
water and the lemon peels in the
saucepan. Bring to a boil. Simmer for
about ten minutes on medium heat
until liquid reduces to half its original
volume and thickens, resembling a yel-
lowy syrup. Place on a platter, separat-
ing the zest strips with a fork, and let
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cool.
Whip up the cream until it thickens.
Add 2 tbsps of sugar, and mix. Reserve.
At serving time, place 2 scoops of ice
cream in a transparent glass or bowl.
Top with a big spoonful of whipped

ALEX FORBES
Blueberry cups with lemon zest make for an uncomplicated, yet sophisticated, desert.

cream, blueberries and the lemon zest,
with a bit of the syrup (note: the zest
keeps well in the fridge, but will solidify
and bunch together overnight, in which
case you can simply chop it up into
chunks with a knife). Serve at once.

10 deliciously healthy snacks

Don'’t starve -
snacking is good for
you and will boost
metabolism

By Diana Steele

s snacking bad? Quite the opposite.
IYou are much better off eating three

smaller meals and two snacks than
three large meals and no snacks.

Eating often helps maintain more
stable blood sugars and keeps your ener-
gy level more constant throughout the
day. You can also burn more calories if
you eat often because each time you eat,
your metabolism is slightly increased.
Therefore, the more often you eat, the
higher your metabolism. Not to men-
tion the fact that snacking will curb
your appetite so you don't overeat at
your next meal.

Healthy snacks can help fill nutri-
tional gaps and provide you with an op-
portunity to maximize your intake of
nutrients for that day.

Tor 10 HEALTHY SNACKS

* Trail mix with walnuts, almonds,
dried apricots, roasted soybeans, pump-
kin seeds, sunflower seeds, raisins and
dried unsweetened blueberries.

TIP: Nuts and seeds provide us with
omega 3 fatty acids, which are known to
help reduce inflammation and prevent
platelet aggregation (in short, they are
good for your heart health).

* Tropical fruit smoothie popsicles.
Blend pineapple, French vanilla yogurt,
orange juice and banana until smooth.
Pour into popsicle holder and freeze.

TIP: Just another way to help you get
your minimum five servings of fruit
and vegetables in a day.

* Peanut butter, chocolate soymilk
and banana smoothie (recipe follows).

TIP: 25 grams of soy protein per day
may help reduce your cholesterol.
Throw it in a travel cup for a quick
breakfast or after-workout recovery
drink.

* Homemade oatmeal muffin with
bluebefries and mashed banana. Use
Quaker oatmeal muffin mix to save
time.

TIP: Blueberries offer free-radical

fighting antioxidants with cancer-pro-
tective benefits.

* Raw veggies and kale pesto dip
(recipe follows).

TIP: This dip would be great at a sum-
mer picnic rather than a creamy dress-
ing because it can sit out in the sun for
a couple hours without causing food-
borne illness.

» Energy/snack bars: Elev8Me, Perfect
10, Zen, Vega and Vel fruit and nut bars.

TIP: All these energy bars are made
with real food, real ingredients you will
recognize (nuts, dried fruit) and can ac-
tually be considered a healthy snack in-
stead of a glorified chocolate bar.

* Tomato juice or grapefruit.

TIP: Both contain lycopene, an an-
tioxidant which may help reduce the
risk of prostate cancer.

* Fruit kebab with yogurt dip.

TIP: Yogurt is a great source of calci-
um and contains live bacteria, which
are great for a healthy digestive tract.

* Wasa crackers with almond butter
and raisins.

TIP: Wasa crackers are high in fibre
and low in fat. Almond butter is a good
source of omega 3 fats, fibre, iron and
calcium.

« Sliced strawberries with almond-
flavoured dessert tofu.

TIP: Strawberries contain free-radical-
fighting antioxidants and soy foods con-
tain soy isoflavones, which may play a
protective role in breast cancer and
heart health.

Chocolate, Peanut Butter and
Banana Smoothie

Serves two

1 cup (250 mL) chocolate milk/soy

1 cup (250 mL) plain skim milk

1 banana

2 tablespoons (30 mL) peanut butter

In blender, combine all ingredients
until smooth.

Per serving: 308 calories; 36 g carbs ;
14 g protein; 13 g fat

Kale Pesto Dip

1 bunch fresh kale, cooked and
cooled (cook as per spinach)

1 clove garlic

2 tablespoons (30 mL) toasted wal-
nuts

1/2 cup (125 mL) fresh basil leaves

In food processor or blender, com-
bine all ingredients until smooth.

Per 1/4 cup serving: 36.8 calories; 4.7
g carbs; 2.2 g protein; 1.8 g fat.
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LLove conquers all
in powerful play

By Vanessa Lee
RECORD CORRESPONDENT
She was born into poverty in 1915 in

the streets of Paris, but Edith Piaf

managed to rise to international
stardom and become the world's high-
est paid female singer.
The loves and life of the remarkable
French singer are presented in Piaf: Love
Conquers All, which is being presented

at The Piggery over the next couple of

weeks.

“It features a text in English and 13
songs sung in French, accompanied by
Donna Garner on piano. Most of the
most famous Piaf songs are presented
like “La Vie En Rose,” “Milord,” “Non, Je
Ne Regrette Rien” and one of my
favourites, “L'Hymne A L'Amour,” said
actress/singer Naomi Emmerson, who
plays Edith Piaf.

“There are also some great lesser-
known, but very dramatic and effective
songs like “Les Blouse Blanches” and
“Bravo Pour Le Clown” throughout the
text, to punctuate the stories and drama
which made up Piaf’s life. Montreal’s
Roger Peace has written an intimate
script where Piaf speaks directly to the
audience and recounts the many memo-
rable landmarks that made up her ca-
reer and her love affairs, warts and alll”

Emmerson, who is also the director,
has reworked the script slightly to in-
clude Garner, the pianist, in flashback
scenes to highten the dramatic narra-
tive, and starring in the one-woman
show has presented unique challenges.

“The challenge is making sure to
pace myself,” said Emmerson. “It is very
easy to give too much too soon and then
I'm exhausted and I still have three
quarters of the show to do! It’s impor-
tant to find the right beats and rhythms
and the right send-ups and denoue-
ments to each scene and song. That's
the most challenging thing when one
directs oneself. I am using a video cam-
era to film rehearsals to make sure [ am
doing what [ think I'm doing.”

Emmerson said the play is for anyone
who is not afraid to go on a journey and
share the joys and hardships of the real
woman — Edith Piaf — and her music.

“Even if one does not understand
French, the songs’ melodies are so
evocative that one’s own imagination
fills in the lyric with images and emo-
tion,” said Emmerson. “That is what is

so powerful about this music. It crosses

over generations and bridges continents
and cultures. It is so identified with an
era and a place, that one is immediately
transported there. It is emotional, not
intellectual. For those who do under-
stand French, they will be carried on a
journey in each song. Piaf’s music
comes out of the ‘chanteuse relatiste’
genre, in which the poetry usually in-
volved stories and hardships of street
life. The lyrics are at times vulgar, but
very honest and exposed. Piaf’s life and
her lyrics are interchangeable. Her lyri-
cists and composers followed her life’s
drama closely (often they were her lover
and were the cause of it!) and wrote ac-
cordingly.”

Emmerson first did the show 13 years
ago at The Limelight Supper Club in
Toronto, under the direction of writer
Roger Peace.

“It ran for 5 weeks and was my first
leading role,” noted Emmerson. “With
Roger | have since originated the role of
Joan of Arc in Jeanne: The Joan Of Arc
Musical Drama at The Saidye Bronfman
Centre, and played Sister Leo in Nun-
sense Il at The Centaur Theatre. My first
paying gig ever for theatre was under
Roger with A Tribute To Broadway,
which ran at The Diligence Dinner The-
atre in Montreal and then in Toronto at
The Limelight Supper Club. Patsy
Galant originated the role of Edith Piaf
in the first presentation of Piaf: Love
Conquers All in Montreal, at The Dili-
gence Dinner Theatre in 1992, I believe.
She did it in both French and English. |
hope to do this one day as well.”

In addition to also being the set and
costume designer, Emmerson is the
artistic producer and publicist for La Vie
En Rose Productions; a company formed
in 2004 specifically to perform the play
with music at The 2005 Toronto Fringe
Festival. It won “Top 10 Of The Fringe”
and got picked up by Theatre Muskoka
for its 2006 summer season in Ontario.
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Actress/singer Naomi Emmerson is Edith Piaf in The Piggery Theatre's production of Piaf:

Love Conquers All.

“It is always daunting to fill a real
person’s shoes, especially when she was
such an icon, and her voice was so inim-
itable,” said Emmerson. “It makes it
somewhat easier, however, because you
don’t have to make anything up. It's all
right there in the autobiographies and
biographies and, of course, in the
music. When I sing the songs, [ don't try
to ‘sound’ like her, but I do respect her
phrasing and attachment to the lyric
and her power. The music sits well in my
voice and I love songing in French!
When [ speak as her, | just try to imag-
ine what she would have been like if she
had you over to her apartment on Blvd
Lannes in Paris and in all her 4'10” glory
offered you a drink. She didn’t put up
with any nonsense. She was very gener-
ous and gave all her money away. She
needed fame to validate her worthiness
[her mother abandoned her as a child|,
but her desire to be loved by her public
also destroyed her like as did her drug
addiction, her alcoholism and her
rheumatism.”

The Montreal native's first visit to
The Piggery was when she saw a play
there at 8 or 9 years old.

“It had Ted Simonette in it - the
Canadian Tire guy,” reminisced Emmer-
son. “l did Disney's remake of The Music
Man with Matthew Broderick, and | was
on set with Ted a lot. I told him that I re-
membered his performance at The Pig-
gery like it was yesterday, and 1|
remember thinking, ‘that is what |
want to do one day - sing on stage." He
has a beautiful voice! | am so happy to
be back in North Hatley. I hope it does-
n't thunderstorm! That is my other
memory of the area. My family stayed at

The Hovey Manor, and | experienced the

loudest and scariest thunderstorm of
my life!”

PIAF: LOVE CONQUERS ALL RUNS AUG, 1
TO 8. MATINEES ARE AT 2 PM., AUG. 2 AND
8. EVENING SHOWS BEGIN AT 8 P.M. AND
TAKE PLACE AUG. 14, 7 AND 8. FOR TICKETS,
CALL (819) 842-2431. COUNTRY DINNERS
AVAILABLE

Artist mixes text, art to create meaning

Artist will give free
watercolour

demonstration Aug. 6

By Vanessa Lee
RECORD CORRESPONDENT
t's an art exhibition put on by
IA.l.R.li., a group of regional artists
who are concerned about the envi-

ronment, and it runs at the Viewpoint
Visual Arts Centre in Saint-Isidore-de-
Clifton until August 27.

The works of 13 artists are featuring
in the show: Don Combes, Jo Cooper,
Sigrid Fisher, Suzanne Gagnon, Nor-
mand Gladu, Marie-Louise Guillemette,
Doris Knight, Louise Latulipe, Emilie
Painchaud, Denis Palmer, Lucie Rien-

deau, Denise Surprenant and Yann Val-
liéres.

Sawyerville’s Denis Palmer has three
pieces in the exhibition. They are all
landscapes that were done in
Kokomville, a little Algonquin village in
Parc de La Vérendrye.

It's where Palmer goes canoeing with
friends each spring.

The first piece is a small ink drawing
on a piece of tone paper.

“It's a drawing | did from my canoe,
where you can see light falling on the
water and the village of Kokomville.

There is some text written in white ink:

it's on the lower part of the page that
sort of looks like reflections that form

off the SEE PALMER, PAGE 5
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New York Dolls back

with new studio
album after 32 years

By Tom Harrison
u can take the boy out of the New
Y York Doll but you can't take the
New York Doll out of the boy. That's
how Syl Sylvain sees it anyhow.
“For me, | was always a New York
Doll,” he says. “I never really left it.”
The Dolls broke up 30 years ago. Syl-
vain was a boy then. The survivors — he
and David Johansen — are men now and
back. They are men who have seen the
influence of the New York Dolls grow.
Their first studio album in that time,
One Day It Will Please Us to Remember
Even This, was released Tuesday, July 25,
and curiously picks up where the other
two left off. There is more insight and
skill, as you'd expect, but there is still a
brash, bluesy swagger, a bravado that
both hurt and helped the original New
York Dolls. It's a good rock album that
belies the doubts that Johansen once
had a year ago ago about there ever
being another Dolls studio album.

At that time, a reconstituted New
York Dolls had performed in 2003 at
Morrissey's urging at the Meltdown Fes-
tival he was curating in the UK. As a
youth, Morrissey was an ardent Dolls
fan. He made the reunion possible and
the subsequent live album of that event
showed that there still was empathy
among Johansen, Sylvain and another
original New York Doll, Arthur Kane,
who died shortly after.

On the live album you can hear the
band laughing, giddy with the disbelief
they actually were there and getting
away with it.

“Because that's what you heard,” Syl-
vain says. “You can't edit that. You can't
cut out humour. The audience was hav-
ing a great time. They wanted it more
than us and we wanted it pretty bad.”

After Meltdown, there was no turn-
ing back.

“It was the right time,"” the guitarist
says. “Once we started, the phones never

Garou In Town For Benefit Concert

Singer Garou was in town on Tuesday, performing a benefit concert at the corner of
King and Belvedere streets in Sherbrooke. Those attending the free performance were
asked to contribute to the Maison Aube-Lumiere. The hospice made some $14,700
Jfrom beer sales, tips, parkling fees and donations.

PERRY BEATON/SPECIAL
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stopped ringing. I think the audience
and public wanted this so much more
than we did. That was the turning
point, | think David was the one that
thought it could go on.”

The story of the New York Dolls in-
escapably is tied up in drugs, androgeny
and attitude. And death. Joey Murcia,
Jerry Nolan, Johnny Thunders and Kane
all died. Their Todd Rundgren-produced
debut showed them in lip gloss, bouf-
fant hair and outrageous boots. The title
of their second album pointedly was ti-
tled Too Much Too Soon. Radio wouldn't
touch “Personality Crisis,”" “Trash,” “Jet
Boy" or “Looking For a Kiss'' — songs
that are legendary now — and the play-
ing was considered incompetent, but
bands as different as KISS and The Ra-
mones saw them and, in their own way,
were influenced by the New York Dolls.
KISS saw the importance of image. The
Ramones saw attitude.

“We opened up the doors. There was
only one band in New York: it was the
New York Dolls. And we got our asses

kicked. We were like a thoroughbred
horse. Unfortunately, we fell down and
broke our leg. The others went to the
finish line."”

While Sylvain is dismissive of KISS
and appreciative of The Ramones, he as-
sesses the original Dolls simply.

“I'm not going to say we didn't have
our growing pains, but we didn't have to
talk about them," he says. “If you take
away the lipstick or the make-up you
have the blues.

“If you base success on the industry
and the record companies, no we
weren't a success. But the records kept
on selling. So, we were a slow success."

Johansen and Sylvain have known de-
feat and triumph, which makes their
optimism impressive and still share an
understanding that makes their new
album cohesive.

“When David and I get together, we
don’t have to justify or redefine any-
thing. A piece was always with us. It
never left.”

- Canwest News Service

/7~ Best Selling Singles

1. Do I Make You Proud, Taylor Hicks (1)

2. Somewhere Over the Rainbow, K. McPhee (2)
3. Stars Are Blind, Paris Hilton (3)

4. Get Together, Madonna (4)

5. Everyday is Exactly the Same, NIN (5)

6. Promiscuous, Nelly Furtado (7)

7. Say Anything, Marianas Trench (11)

8. S.0S., Rihanna (8)

9. Steady As She Goes, Raconteurs (10)

10. Youngest Was The Most Loved, Morrissey
(6)

@ielsen Soundscan

Best Selling Albums ™\

1. Loose, Nelly Furtado (3)

2. Billy Talent II, Billy Talent (1)
3.Taking the Long Way, Dixie Chicks (4)
4. Girl Like Me, Rihanna (8)

5. Oral Fixation Vol, 2, Shakira (6)

6. One-X, Three Days Grace (7)

7. American V: Hundred Highways, Johnny
Cash (5)

8. Eraser, Thom Yorke (2)

9. St. Elsewhere, Gnarls Barkley (10)

10. Back to Bedlam, James Blunt (12)
— Nielsen Soundscan

A

OPERA BENEFIT

Catamount arts will offer area
music lovers the opportunity to hear
highlights from some of the world's
best-loved operas when it presents a
concert of Opera Favorites at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, July 28, in the Morse Center on
the campus of St. Johnsbury Academy.

The concert will feature live perfor-
mances by Nadine Kulberg, mezzo-so-
prano, Dan-Wesley Ansaldo, tenor,
and Andrew Reith, baritone. They
will be accompanied by Sally Bell on
piano.

The concert, which is a benefit for
Catamount, will feature arias and
duets from the Barber of Seville, Rigo-
letto and the Marriage of Figaro
among others.

As a special highlight of the
evening, the latter-half of the pro-
gram will consist of semi-stages ex-
cerpts from Carmen.

Kulberg, Ansaldo and Reith are all

BRIEFS

recent graduates of the Nyack College
School of Music in New York, where
they studied and coached under in-
ternationally renowned opera
singers.

While at Nyack, they were all ac-
tive in the Nyack Opera Workshop's
inaugural and subsequent seasons.

They are also scheduled to perform
next spring in Nyack's fully staged
production of Carmen, with Kulberg
as Carmen, Ansaldo as Don Jose and
Reith as Escamillo. Bell is the accom-
panist for Nyack’s Opera Workshop.

“The program is sure to be a crowd
pleaser,” commented Kulberg. “most
of the selections are light-hearted and
will provide comic relief from refined
amusement to off-the-wall hysterics.”

The July 28 concert is a co-produc-
tion of Catamount Arts and St. Johns-
bury Academy.

Advanced tickets are now on sale at
the Catamount Arts Box Office at 139
Eastern Avenue or by calling 748-2600.
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Concerts for

every taste at
Orford festival

By Vanessa Lee
RECORD CORRESPONDENT

fyou have yet to take in this year's Or-
Iford Festival, there are still plenty of

opportunities left to do so.

This weekend's concerts feature the
works of Chopin, classic film music,
vocal masterpieces of the baroque, and
the stars of tomorrow.

Latour: Simply Chopin will be pre-
sented by young pianist Jean-Frangois
Latour tonight at 8 p.m., at the Orford
Arts Centre's Salle Gilles-Lefebvre.

“This young pianist has won every
competition known to us in Canada,”
said general manager and artistic direc-
tor Sophie Galaise. “He's really good. He
hasn't played in Quebec for a long time
because he has been touring Europe, as
well as with Marie Chouinard in Japan.
He is better known outside of Quebec
and is coming back so we’re very happy
about that.”

The young prodigy is a former stu-

dent of the Orford Academy.

“I think it's important to showcase
artists who are from here, and who are
doing well outside of Quebec,” said
Galaise. “ On top of that, Chopin is a
well-liked composer. It's easy to appreci-
ate his music. The nocturnal pieces are
nice and quiet, and very interesting. La-
tour will be performing an all-Chopin
program.”

Tomorrow night at 8 p.m., Stéphane
Laforest (who is the conductor of the
Sherbrooke Symphony Orchestra) takes
to the podium to lead the Montreal
Symphony Orchestra and violinist
Alexandre Da Costa in a concert of clas-
sic film music at Magog's Eglise St-
Patrice.

Da Costa is a 24-year-old violinist
from Quebec who plays mainly in Eu-
rope.

“The Stradivarius he's using is worth
4 million dollars,” noted Galaise. “It's a
special type of violin that was built in

PALMER:

CONT'D FROM PAGE 3

water; I'm just playing around with
the ink. I use that technique some-
times, but not a lot,” said Palmer,
whose art often reflects his reaction to
a particular place. “This is the tradi-
tional hunting and trapping territory
of the Nottaway family.”

Palmer noted his art often includes
text.

“The words I add are part of stories
people have told me."

The second piece is a watercolour
painting that consists of two horizon-
tal bands.

“One is a distant view, the other is a
closer view of the village. It's using
Spring colours on the shoreline,” de-
scribed Palmer. “The text hardly re-
lates to the painting. It's a quote by a
woman named Louise Wawatie, who is
the granddaughter of the matriarch of
the family.”

Palmer said his art is usually in-
spired by rural settings.

“For 18 to 20 years, | have been draw-
ing at the farm of George and Myrtle
Rowell in East Clifton. I used to work
for them at maple sugar time —I would
draw when there was a break. There
are endless stories that come out of
that family. People who passed
through the country, the war. I learn
about these stories and capture some
of that in my art.”

The McGill University graduate said

he has been trying to be an artist for
more than 30 years.

“I used to go on a lot of trips,” said
Palmer. “I went to Europe when I fin-
ished school, and then I travelled out
West. I used to take a sketch pad along
all the time. My art is realistic, I'm not
exploring abstract artsy stuff. I'm look-
ing for stories and visual images I like
and mean something to me. I want the
audience to understand. I want to com-
municate something. When I go into a
museum, I'm inherently lazy. If [ don’t
get it right away, I'm not going to
spend a long time trying to figure it
out.”

Palmer will be taking part in a free
workshop showcasing a variety of
mediums next Sunday, Aug 6, from
1:30-3:30 p.m. at the Centre.

“I will be giving a watercolour
demonstration. I will try and find a
natural subject, do some drawing and
slap some colour on. I will do it in both
languages,” said Palmer, who teaches
watercolour and drawing classes to
adults, and conducts workshops in ele-
mentary schools.

THE VIEWPOINT VISUAL ARTS CENTRE IS
OPEN FROM THURSDAY TO SUNDAY, FROM
1-5 P.M. THE CENTRE IS LOCATED AT 207,
ROUTE 253 SOUTH IN SAINT-ISIDORE-DE-
CLIFTON. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL
(819) 571-9761.
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17th Century. There are only 200 left in
the world: some are in museums or pri-
vate collections. These are very rare and
special instruments. It's the kind of vio-
lin that was in the movie The Red Vio-
lin. A private foundation from
Drummondville called Canimex is loan-
ing him the instrument.”

The concert will feature music from
such movies as E.T., Cinema Paradiso,
and Schindler’s List.

“Tickets are $30, but we will offer
tickets for $15 that are located in the
side rows of the church an hour before
the show starts,” said Galaise. “Eglise St-
Patrice is a great church. You will hear
perfectly from anywhere!”

The Galaxy Rising Stars student se-
ries continues with a concert at 11a.m.
Sunday, July 30. It will feature students
from around the world who are attend-
ing the renowned Orford Academy, in
addition to master/instructors.

“It’s a free concert. These musicians
are of high calibre. They are very profes-
sional and very good. They're 18 to 25
year-old young adults who are on the
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Your stay with us includes:
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verge of beginning their professional ca-
reers,” said Galaise. "Come and see
these stars of tomorrow... it will most
likely be the last free concert they put
on."

And then on Sunday night, counter-
tenor Daniel Taylor will join soprano
Emma Kirkby in a concert of baroque
vocal masterpieces with the Theater of
Early Music: Christine Moran and Cristi-
na Zacharias, violins; David Miller,
viola; Richard Campbell, viola da
gamba; Matthew Halls, harpsichord and
organ, and Nicolas Lessard, double bass.

“Emma Kirkby is the number one
singer in the world for baroque music,”
said Galaise, who noted Kirkby first per-
formed at the Orford Festival 30 years
ago — her Canadian debut.

“She has a golden voice. It's very
pure, perfect, and fantastic. If you love
baroque music, you will remember her
voice — it's very special.”

The concert begins at 8 p.m. at
Magog's Eglise St-Patrice.

TICKETS FOR ALL CONCERTS ARE AVAIL-
ABLE BY CALLING (819) 843-3981.

package. Offer valid through

603-383-4313
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Ivan Reitman
remembers

Ivan Reitman may be a
bankable Hollywood
director, but he hasn’t
forgotten his
Canadian roots

By Jamie Portman
ack in 1973, when a commercial
B(Z.’lnudinn film industry was stag-
gering precariously into existence,
a film called The Cannibal Girls arrived
in movie houses.

It starred Eugene Levy and Andrea
Martin as a young couple who spend the
night in a restaurant which turns out to
be haunted by three dead women with a
hunger for human flesh. This horror
spoof was definitely not of Genie
Awards calibre - indeed, when The Can-
nibal Girls arrived in the United States,
critics Roger Ebert and Gene Siskel had
no hesitation in naming it the “dog of
the week."” But the film itself was an im-
portant milestone in the career of its di-
rector - a youthful unknown named
Ivan Reitman who only a few years later
would be striking Hollywood gold with
Meatballs, Animal House and Ghost-
busters.

Even now, with his newest comedy,
My Super Ex-Girlfriend, about to open,
Reitman is able to look back with affec-
tion on that early directorial effort.

“l didn't know what | was doing and
we didn't have a script, which was a big
mistake,” he laughs. “But | worked very
hard on it for about a

budget, was a logi-
cal next move - but
even so, Reitman
never expected to
end up where he is
today.

“No, I was just
trying to make a
living. I was trying
to learn what it is
to be a filmmaker.
I had no real sense
of even what that
job was.”

In addition, the
very fragility of the
early Canadian
film industry
made it an excit-
ing time for a
fledgling director.

“The opportuni-
ties then were due
to a sort of flower-
ing of Canadian
nationalism, and a
desire to create a
sort of indigenous filmmaking commu-
nity that went beyond the National Film
Board. There were no film schools to
speak of in Canada. There were probably
hardly any in America at that time."”

Eleven years after The Cannibal Girls,
Reitman was named Director Of The
Year by the National Association of The-
atre Owners in the United States. By
that time he had left Canada and was
firmly established in Hollywood. But he
remains a Canadian citizen, and he says

he continues to be

year, and was person-
ally $100,000 in debt
at the age of 23 or 24,
or whenever it was. It
was my first foray into
comedic filming, so
learning how to do
that was the begin-
ning of developing my
skills.™

Today, Reitman is
one of Hollywood's
most bankable film-
makers, but he has
never lost touch with
his roots. He was born
in Czechoslovakia, but
his family fled the
Communist oppres-

‘The opportunities
then were due to a
sort of flowering of
Canadian national-
ism that went
beyond the National
Film Board,’ says

Reitman

— guided by the same
filmmaking princi-
ples which started
him on his way all
those years ago.

For example, there
is his firm belief in

character-based come-
dy.

“I try to find deli-
cious people that we
love to watch - people
who make us laugh -
and build the stories.”

This prescription
includes movies with
elements of the super-
natural or the fantas-

sion in that country
when he was four. His

sensibility was shaped by growing up
north of the border, and his fascination
with filmmaking had jelled by the time
he was attending Hamilton's McMaster
University where he produced and di-
rected seven television shorts. A film
like Cannibal Girls, made on a meagre

tic. Reitman says
Ghostbusters worked
so well because the spook-hunting Bill
Murray and his colleagues were credible
as human beings. He hopes the same is
true of My Super Ex-Girlfriend, which
depicts the turbulent relationship be-
tween Luke Wilson and Uma Thurman,
a woman who has a secret life as G-Girl,
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a New York superhero capable of flying
through the air, effortlessly lifting vehi-
cles off the pavement, and burning
holes through buildings with her laser
gaze.

When Reitman was handed the
script by veteran Simpsons writer Don
Payne, he immediately started rework-
ing it because he didn’t want to be a spe-
cial-effects extravaganza - he wanted it
to be an unusual romantic comedy. In
fact, Reitman tends to be wary of special
effects these days because they are get-
ting to be so common that there’s a dan-
ger of audiences becoming blase.

“The bar is remarkably high,” he ac-
knowledges. “It's so high that I decided
to make special effects a very minor
part of this movie. I did need special ef-
fects to help explain Uma Thurman's
special abilities, but really I always
thought of this movie as a comedy, and
particularly a romantic comedy, and
one of the biggest things [ did with the
screenplay when I got involved was to
reduce its comic book elements and set
itin a real place - New York - and sort of
focus on the relationships between real
people. The big question was: how do
you make this into an original romantic
comedy and not rely on special effects
to be effective?”

Reitman says the right casting
helped immeasurably - not just Wilson
and Thurman, but also Anna Faris as
the young woman who provides com-
peting romantic interest for the patho-
logically jealous G-Girl, as well as British
comic Eddie Izzard as a villainous char-
acter named Bedlam and Rainn Wilson
as a wisecracking best friend.
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Ivan Retiman directs actress Uman Thurman on the set of his latest film, My Super Ex-Girlfriend.

“I think it’s a really lovely ensemble
cast. Uma is a force of nature in real life
and she's a wonderful pleasure to work
with - smart and gorgeous and a little
bit kooky. I mean she has a goofy quality
to her that I don’t think many people
have seen.”

Reitman is equally high on Wilson
because of the actor's “everyman" qual-
ities.

“There’s a wonderful long line of Hol-
lywood stars who sort of represent us,
the filmgoing public, as our surrogate.
think Luke Wilson's going to be one of
those men - guys like Gary Cooper, Cary
Grant, Jimmy Stewart, who are kind of
those all-American everyguys that you
want as your friend, that you'd like to be
romantically involved with, that you'd
like to know better. I think Luke can fit
into that.”

These days, now that he’s 60, Reit-
man takes a quiet pride in what he's
done.

“I'm very ambitious. I love to tell
great stories, but I'm happiest when
people tell me - hey, that’s one of the
movies which over 20 years has held up
and is still important in my life.

“Certainly, Animal House and Ghost-
busters get a lot of attention, but I also
hear about Stripes and I hear about
Dave and I even hear about Twins and
Six Days Seven Nights.”

Oh yes, there's one other source of
pride.

“I'm proud of my marriage of 35
years and my three remarkable chil-
dren, a couple of whom seem to be fol-
lowing in my footsteps.”

- Canwest News Service
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Sellyn’s stylish debut

Nathan Sellyn’s

short-story collection,
Indigenous Beasts,
began as a

Princeton thesis

By Rebecca Wigod
athan Sellyn’s first work of fic-
tion came into the newsroom
with a note from one of the publi-
cists at Raincoast Books tucked inside.
Selina Rajani had scribbled on a card:
“Nathan lives here in town and is so
young and talented it makes me sick.”

The book in question is a short-story
collection called Indigenous Beasts
(Raincoast, $22.95). And Rajani's envy is
justified: Sellyn, a 23-year-old graduate
of Princeton University, has originality
and flair to spare.

Perhaps that’s no surprise, though.
When a fellow is talented enough to
study writing with the likes of Prince-
ton's faculty — Joyce Carol Oates, Ed-
mund White, Paul Muldoon, Chang-rae
Lee and others — you kind of expect a
stylish debut. (Earlier Princeton cre-
ative-writing grads include Jonathan
Safran Foer.)

The 15 stories in Indigenous Beasts
are the type you'd describe with words
like “taut” and “muscular.” The action
is splashed with violence and sex, and
the writing is far more knowing than
you'd expect from someone born in
1982.

In the story titled “Here Be Mon-
sters,” which Sellyn wrote after gradua-
tion, a young man tracks down the guy
who killed his girlfriend with the drug
ecstasy, determined to rub him out.

“When I was eleven,” Sellyn writes
from the narrator’s point of view, “I hit
a walk-off home run to give the Surrey
Storm a comeback victory in the Van-
couver Little League Championships.
The bat I used, a wooden Louisville Slug-
ger, a present from my grandfather, is
sitting, wrapped in blankets, between
the two front seats of my car. Tonight I
will use it to shatter every bone in
Danny Marconi'’s body.”

Over an abstemious glass of water at
Vancouver’s Sylvia Hotel, Sellyn, who
entered Princeton planning to major in
economics, spoke of the help Oates gave
him when he gravitated toward creative
writing instead.

“Joyce was very good at helping me
identify what about my writing I did
best and what I thought I was succeed-
ing at but really wasn'’t.

“I had a tendency to make my stories
a bit too complex, to try and stuff too
much in. She made me learn how to say
more by saying less. And she didn’t let
me shy away from the grislier parts.”

Speaking of grisly parts, look what
happens in “Here Be Monsters” when

the avenging narrator lays into the ec-
stasy peddler. The first swing of the bat,
Sellyn writes in the narrator’s voice, “is
one-handed, from my hip, but I catch
him on the chin and he flies backwards.
Then I am over him, two-handed, just as
I've imagined it. Crunching his head,
again and again.”

Inside the Sylvia's lounge, from
which spring sunshine could be seen
sparkling on English Bay, Sellyn denied
having a particularly violent imagina-
tion. For him, it's a case of violence
opening up a portal into a fictional
character’s primal instincts.

As he put it, “When you crack the
mirror you get a different view, right?”

Sellyn wrote three-quarters of Indige-
nous Beasts as his Princeton thesis, and
later wrote three or four more stories to
flesh it out.

The collection’s title story is gentler
than most of the others. Unlike the oth-
ers, it is narrated by a female character
— a woman who, on moving back to
Toronto from New York, decides that
her husband, George, should make
friends with Ray, her former lover.

During the somewhat stilted three-
way conversation that ensues when she
brings the men together, Ray reveals
that he once worked as a sheep inverter
on New Zealand’s South Island.

When George inquires into the na-
ture of this strange gig, Ray explains
that some Kiwi sheep are bred to have
broad backs, since the wool on the back
is best for shearing, and this makes
them top-heavy.

“I went around all day on an ATV,
looking for sheep that had gotten laid
out,” Ray tells George. “When | found
one, I'd get off and flip him over. It
seems stupid, but it's absolutely neces-
sary ... The guy I worked with had been
doing it for almost forty years.”

A number of the stories are set in
Vancouver, and the one called “Animals
“even takes place in Penticton, B.C.

One thing the stories have in com-
mon is opening lines that have been
honed to a sharp edge. “I certainly do
work a lot on first paragraphs.”

Their endings, however, can be curt,
verging on abrupt. Sellyn said it was
hammered into him at Princeton that
writers shouldn't have “a lust for clo-
sure' — in other words, that stories
don’t need an explanatory paragraph at
the end.

“One of the writers I most admire,
Raymond Carver, is always amazing in
his endings. Sometimes he cuts it off a
little before you're expecting it to (end),
but does it in a way that really makes
you recast your opinion of what's come
before.”

Sellyn's imagination continues to
power him along. When he finishes the
short story he's working on, he plans to
hurl himself “full force” into a novel.

- CanWest News Service

™A

TALK

JuLy 28 - AuGusrT 3, 2006 PAGE 7

—

Books

‘Taylor looking for
superpower success

By Nancy Lanthier

mothy Taylor's 2001 debut novel,
I Stanley Park, hit the Giller Prize

shortlist, became a national best-
seller and was optioned for a film. In
the span of just a few years, the former
banker turned into a literary star. In
book-world time, that’s Superman-fast.

“Taylor's arc has been near-vertical,”
Quill & Quire pronounced recently. “Of
all the Canadian fiction published so far
this century, none has been more de-
serving of celebration than Taylor's."

Now the challenge for
the 42-year-old Vancou-
ver writer is to retain his
superpowers after
today's release of his
sophomore novel, Story
House.

During an interview
in his comfortably stylish
office in the historic Do-
minion Building, Taylor,
a preppy blue-eyed red-
head, doesn't admit to
having felt second-novel
pressure.

His publisher, Knopf
Canada, may be nervous,
but “no one talks about
it. Everyone’s really cool.”

Then, in his earnest, expressive way,
he admits to having felt “lots of internal
pressure. When I finished Stanley Park,
I thought, 'T'll never succeed at complet-
ing another one. That was just so
hard!"

Still, he made it through Story
House, a formidable tale about the two
sons of Packer Gordon, a mythically fa-
mous architect. It whirls with digres-
sions of all kinds and, as in Stanley Park,
Vancouver references abound.

Taylor unravels Packer Gordon's com-
plicated legacy in five parts, beginning
with an alarming boxing match be-
tween the half-brothers.
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Seated in front of a bookcase full of
Bellow, DeLillo, Rushdie and Amis titles,
Taylor says he wrote Story House when
not working on freelance assignments
(to pay the rent, he contributes regular-
ly to En Route, Toro and Vancouver
magazines) and the screenplay for Stan-
ley Park.

He compares the four-year genesis of
Story House to architecture: The roof
was an easy fit, but the ground floor
was missing some key components.

“As parts of the book were going up,
it was like, ‘Got this, miss-

ing this, don't quite un-
derstand this.’ I felt that
details of the story came
to me in the wrong order
and that I had to rely on
creative good fortune,
“Weeks or months
later, | would get what
was appropriate and plug
it in. So it was assembled
in a slightly strange way.
It began with things that
didn’t work, and they jos-
tled against one another
until they worked."
Taylor is a dazzlingly
descriptive writer who
packs Story House with ex-
traordinary scenes. There's a car chase,
a plane crash, a seer’s den in Seoul and
a Hell's Angels convention.

He clearly entertained himself with
these scenes, for while constructing the
story may have been complicated, its
building blocks are cinematic, even as
they describe things he hasn't experi-
enced.

A potent punk party in Strathcona?
It's not likely this MBA-educated writer
would be invited.

“Imagination can be brute-strength
at times," declares Taylor. “I'm writing
things the way I'm seeing them inter-

nally, SEE TAYLOR, PAGE 16
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'Top 10 Hollywood

movie flops

Pluto Nash, we hardly
knew ye...

By Ben Carrozza

veryone loves a flop. Film flops
Ehuvu that car-wreck attraction,

forcing us to observe their hideous-
ness - from a safe distance, of course, In
advance of Miami Vice - a film which
some critics have already pronounced a
flop - we look at 10 of Hollywood's
biggest failures, taking into account
critical opinion, box office and fallout
(with a rating of 1 to 5 for each category,
with 5 being the worst):

10. Stealth (2005): Jamie Foxx and Jes-
sica Biel star in this cautionary tale of
the dangers of technology. Not even a
gratuitous helping of a half-naked Biel
could tempt the film's male target
demo into theatres.

Critical: 5 -"Stealth is an offense
against taste, intelligence and the noise
pollution code.” - Roger Ebert, Chicago
Sun-Times

Box Office: 4 - Budget: $130 million;
Gross: $72.9 million; Loss: $57.1 million

Fallout: 1 - Surprisingly minimal at
the moment. Foxx and Biel appear to
have avoided getting any Stealth on
them.

9. Battlefield Earth (2000): A Scientol-
ogy parable, right down to the glaring
plot inconsistencies, poor makeup and
laughable acting.

Critical: 5 - “A picture that will be
hailed without controversy as the worst
of its kind ever." - David Edelstein,
Slate.com

Box Office: 4 - Budget: $73 million;
Gross: $21.5 million; Loss: $51.5 million

Fallout: 2 - John Travolta, Scientology
and sales of the book continue along
unabated, though Travolta probably
took a slight hit to his post-Pulp Fiction
credibility.

8. Swept Away (2002): British film
wunderkind Guy Ritchie put his career
at stake to grant wife Madonna's de-
mands and bring her to the silver
screen, yel again.

Critical: 5 - “Madonna is so spectacu-
larly convincing as a hateful, self-ab-
sorbed, nouveau riche ogress that her
character's third-act transformation is
as preposterous as her over-muscled
physique.” - Michael Atkinson, Village
Voice

Box Office: 4 - Budget: $10 million;
Gross: $599,000; Loss: $9.4 million

Fallout: 3 - Madonna's success at writ-
ing children’s books, practicing Kabbal-
ah and paying people to write songs for
her continued happily along. Husband

Guy Ritchie’s career as an edgy and re-
spected director didn’t fair so well.

7. The Postman (1997): This Kevin
Costner vehicle tells the tale of a post-
apocalyptic mailman and his struggles
to unite the scattered people of Ameri-
ca. Yes, you read that right.

Critical: 5 - “When a film relies on
mail delivery for climactic scenes, it's
pretty sad.” - Anonymous imdb.com
user

Box Office: 5 - Budget: $80 million;
Gross: $27 million; Loss: $53 million

Fallout: 3 - What Waterworld started,
The Postman finished. Costner’s career
has never completely recovered.

6. Striptease (1996): Demi Moore
plays a single mom who becomes a
stripper to make ends meet. Originally
written as a drama, the film was
changed to a comedy to compensate for
unintentionally laughable perfor-
mances.

Critical: 5 - “That Moore isn't a partic-
ularly good dancer is totally beside the
point. That she wants so badly to be one
seems sad.” - Barbara Shulgasser, San
Francisco Examiner

Box Office: 3 - Budget: $50 million;
Gross: $108 million; Profit: $58 million

Fallout: 5 - The undressing Striptease
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performed on Demi Moore’s career is
the main reason this film is ranked so

high.

5. Town and Country (2001): Warren
Beatty stars in this rom-com that was
more expensive than most sci-fi, special-
effects-laden epics. Is it about a man
coming to terms with his marriage
through adultery or a man coming to
terms with adultery through his mar-
riage. No one cared to find out.

Critical: 5 - “Town and Country is less
deserving of a review than it is an obitu-
ary.” - Peter Travers, Rolling Stone

Box Office: 5 - Budget: $90 million;
Gross: $6.71 million; Loss: $83.29 mil-
lion

Fallout: 3 - Beatty has weathered
other bombs (Ishtar, anyone?) and prob-
ably won't have this held against him if
he ever runs for political office.

4. Gigli (2003): Casting reallife lovers
Ben Affleck and Jennifer Lopez as a cou-
ple during their frenzied tabloid peak
would seem like box-office gold, right?
Not when the plot follows a mob hit
man who must abduct a mentally chal-
lenged boy with a sometimes-lesbian en-
forcer assigned to make sure he does the
job.

Critical: 5 - “So catastrophic I expect-

ed the audience to adopt the “brace’ po-
sition in the stalls, as if on a crashing
plane.” - Peter Bradshaw, Guardian

Box Office: 4 - Budget: $53 million;
Gross: $5.66 million; Loss: $47.34 mil-
lion

Fallout: 5 - Gigli contributed to the
end of Ben and Jen's real-life relation-
ship and pretty much their careers, too.

3. Heaven's Gate (1980): It ran up a
huge budget through legendary excess
(spent $1 million on a set only to tear it
down before filming), and when direc-
tor Michael Cimino’s re-visioning of the
Western was finally complete, it was a
dusty, four-hour flop.

Critical: 4 - “Cimino has written his
own screenplay, whose awfulness has
been considerably inflated by the direc-
tor's wholly unwarranted respect for
it.” - Vincent Canby, New York Times

Box Office: 5 - Budget: $44 million;
Gross: $1 million; Loss: $43 million

Fallout: 5 - Cimino went from hero to
zero, his career never recovering, while
production company, United Artists,
went bankrupt and was sold to MGM.

2. Cutthroat Island (1995): Little did
Die Hard 2 director Renny Harlin know
that when he cast his then-wife, Holly-
wood A-lister Geena Davis alongside
Matthew Modine as a pair of swash-
bucklers, he had charted a course for
disaster.

Critical: 5 - “It takes a two-hour act of
will to keep facing the screen during
this moribund movie.” - Desson Howe,
Washington Post

Box Offiice: 5 - Budget: $92 Million;
Gross: $11 Million; Loss: $81 Million.

Fallout: 4 - While Harlin and Davis’
marriage wasn't harmed (it took The
Long Kiss Goodnight for that to hap-
pen), both of their careers definitely
were. Meanwhile, production company
Carolco found itself with a one-way tick-
et to Davy Jones’s locker.

1. The Adventures of Pluto Nash
(2002): Eddie Murphy stars as a lunar
nightclub impresario in this futuristic
epic that promised expensive special ef-
fects and big laughs. What could possi-
bly go wrong?

Critical: 5 - “Apparently, setting this
picture on the moon wasn't enough to
help it escape the crushing gravitation-
al pull of a bad script.” - Elyis Mitchell,
New York Times.

Box Office: 5 - Budget: $100 million;
Gross: $4.1 million; Loss: $95.9 million.

Fallout: 4 - Only director Ron Under-
wood’s career took a hit (he has two
Christmas films in the works, if any-
one's interested).

- Canwest News Service
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Woody wrote Scoop
screenplay especially
for Scarlett

By Jamie Portman

t all began when Scarlett Johansson
Iwas working on Woody Allen’s dra-

matic thriller, Match Point - deliver-
ing an erotically charged performance
which was to lead to her fourth Golden
Globe nomination.

Allen wasn't acting in this film, but
he and his young star hit it off immedi-
ately. The way Johansson remembers it,
they had a lot of fun teasing each other
off camera - so much fun that one day
she wistfully told her elderly director
that “it would be so nice if we could
work together as actors because we have
such nice banter between us."”

To which Woody promptly replied:
“Yeah, kid, I'll think of something.” And
he did.

The result is Scoop, which opens in
Canada today.

Allen had already been tinkering
with a script idea about a dead British
journalist who at the time of his passing
has been in pursuit of the hottest story
of his career - the true identity of the
mysterious Tarot Card Killer - and who
is determined to return from the after-
life to expose the murderer. But now,
sparked by Johansson's interest in mak-
ing another movie with him, Allen re-
worked this idea into a screenplay in
which she has the central role of one
Sonia Pransky, a naive American jour-
nalism student who ends up as the liv-
ing surrogate of the dead reporter.

Allen gave the project the title of
Scoop, cast lan McShane (television’s
Deadwood) as the agitated ghost of the
dead journalist, Hugh Jackman as the
enigmatic millionaire who enters
Sonia’s life in the course of her search
for the truth - and himself as the aging
professional magician who is horrified
when he realizes he has become the
conduit for the deceased’s periodic re-
turns from limbo.

Allen’s character also becomes Jo-
hansson’s well-meaning but fumbling
mentor and protector as she attempts to
complete the dead reporter’s mission
and nab this elusive serial killer. The dy-
namic between these two - in the film

she passes him off as her eccentric fa-
ther - give the'film much of its comic
momentum.

“Scoop is our banter kind of brought
to the screen,” Johansson explains.

When the script finally materialized
14 months ago, she was delighted - not
only with the story but with the fact
that Woody had fulfilled his promise to
create a “lovable idiot” kind of charac-
ter for her.

“1 had kept the summer open and we
ended up shooting this film. That's
what's great about working with
Woody. It's very easy and relaxed.
There’s no pressure.”

Johansson had just turned 13 when
she won international acclaim for her
sensitive performance as a traumatized
young girl in Robert Redford’s The
Horse Whisperer. Since then, her career
has moved from strength to strength
thanks to films like Ghost World (Toron-
to Film Critics Association Award for
Best Supporting Actress), Lost In Trans-
lation (British Film and Television Acad-
emy Best Actress Award) and Girl With a
Pearl Earring.

Now, although she’s still 21, she has a
raft of new movies coming up, includ-
ing the period thriller, The Prestige, in
which she again costars with Jackman;
the crime drama, The Black Dahlia, for
director Brian De Palma; and The Nanny
Diaries. But Scoop occupies a special
place because it was so much fun to
make.

In Scoop, that beguiling Johansson
face which so entranced Colin Firth in
Girl With A Pearl Earring is saddled
with a pair of prim, old-fashioned eye-

. That was her decision.

“I wanted to wear glasses. I thought it
would be fun to have regular glasses,
not ones that actors wear to be cool, but
actual prescription ones that are the
dorky kind. And it was fun and definite-
ly a huge part of the character.”

Because her character is the daugh-
ter of an orthodontist, Johansson decid-
ed to give herself unnaturally gleaming
teeth, “I whitened them and everything.
I wanted them to be, like, really white. |
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Movees

Hugh Jackman, Scarlett Johansson and Woody Allen in Scoop. Allen’s latest project marks
his return to comedy following the success of the drama Match Point.

would come in every day in agony.
Woody would say: “What's wrong?' I'd
say: “This bleach! It's killing me."""
Woody said he didn’t care about that,
but I'm saying: " | know, but | need a big
white smile."

In the film, Allen’s garrulous magi-
cian is constantly embarrassing her
character with his attempts to behave
like a real father.

“I loved that aspect or our relation-
ship - that whole father-daughter thing.

An admiring Allen has described jo-
hansson as “sexually overwhelming” - a
quality which critics also noted when
they reviewed Match Point. “1 guess |
take it as a compliment,” she says cau-
tiously. “But hopefully not too ‘over-
whelming.’ | think he’s probably being
facetious when he says it. | find Woody
overwhelming sometimes - maybe not
sexually overwhelming but certainly
overwhelming - especially before he eats
his muffins in the morning. But I think
it's very sweet of him to say it.”

What she does know is that the work-

ing atmosphere on a Woody Allen film
doesn’t noticeably change from one pro-
ject to the next. Working on an intense
drama like Match Point was as enjoy-
able as doing a comic romp like Scoop.
Both movies are set in London.

“I was playing a crazy, hysterical, neu-
rotic character in that film (Match
Point) and in this film I'm just kind of
hysterical all the time. So - | didn't feel
any different.”

On the other hand, Allen has com-
pared Johansson favorably with one of
his favourite actresses - Diane Keaton -
and calls her a total joy to work with,
and a person who lights up the set when
ever she walks on.

“It’s like I hit the lottery or some-
thing,” the 70-yearold filmmaker said
recently. “She simply has everything.
She just lucked out in life: she's beauti-
ful, sexy, very bright, funny, nice, quick-
minded, easy to work with. She's got
range - is dramatically powerful and
funny when you need her to be funny.”

- Canwest News Service

SHOWTIMES EFFECTIVE
JULY 26TH TO AUGUST 3RD
LA DAME DE UEAU (G
+ Not recommended for young
childran) Every day:
12:50, 15:30, 1900,
21:35

JOHN TUCKER DOIT
MOURIR (G) NO PASS-

€es Eva'u day: 12:25,

14:25, 1625,
2145

19:05,

LA MAISON MONSTRE
(G + Mot recomemended for
woung children) Every day:
12:30, 14:30, 1625,
19:15, 21:30

MIAMI VICE (13«
Viclence) NO PASSES
Every day 12:40,
15:35, 1850, 2155

0SS 117 (G) Every day:
1305, 15:40, 1905,

PIRATES OF THE
CARIBBEAN 2 (G + Not

ded for hib
déren) Every day: 1220,
15:30, 1845, 2155
ASTERIX €T LES
VIKINGS (G) €Every day:
12:40, 14.35, 16:30
LE TYRAN DES FOUR-
MIS (G) Every day:
12:25, 1425, 1625,
19:10, 21.25

MIAMI VICE (FV) (13
Viclence) NO PASSES
€Every day: 12:30,
1545, 1845, 2145
PETIT HOMME (6)
Every day except Thu
1900, 21:490 Thu:
2140

LADY IN THE WATER
(OV) (G + Not recommend
«d for young chiidren) Every

MERE (13+) Every day
except Thu: 12:30,
14.30, 16:30, 19:10,
2l:25 Thu: 12:30,
14.30, 16:30, 21.25

PIRATES DES CAR- |
AlIBES 2 (G * Not recom |

mended for young chikdren) '
Every day. 12:15,
1525, 1835, 2145
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@ [Newsn(CC) Balance-TV Bold, Beautiful |Vicki Gabereau |Vicki Gabereau | General Hospital Oprah Winfrey Dr. Phil
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'.- D s o Oime et [T 0 o cc) ) b Cﬁi&j'
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loDldh(CC) City Confidential (CC) | Cold Case Files (CC)  [Cold Case Files (CC) _[American Justice “The _[American Justice “Millions|Cold Case
Happy Face Killer" (CC) Files (CC
g& A{\\mum'(sg)w n Z&o:)rmum: This Land Is Your Land IOm Night With Barry Manilow Ultimate Manilow! 1 (CC) L“ : o
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From assistant, to bonafide country superstar

is an impressive collection of ~— COUNTRY out.

Julie Roberts’

sophomore album
cements her

megastar status

ulie Roberts’ sophomore album, Men

& Mascara, is pretty similar to her

debut, yet it is obvious that she grew

as an artist and that there's a new
maturity about the twelve songs includ-
ed here.

The young singer co-wrote four of the
tracks found on the new collection:
“First To Never Know,"” “Smile,"” “A
Bridge That's Burning,” and “All I Want
Is You.”

With her debut CD, Roberts lived a
fairy tale. She was a petite blonde from
Lancaster, South Carolina, who stole the
fans’ hearts with the honesty of her
music, her top-model looks, and her
down-to-earth personality.

Now with her second album, Men &
Mascara, Roberts proves she's in it to
stay and grow artistically. She really
sings every song with so much emotion
that it sends chills to the listeners.
Though she only co-wrote four of the
twelve tracks, she sings every song like
she has lived it. Julie has one of the best
voices in country music today.

Men & Mascara, produced by Byron
Gallimore (Lee Ann Womack, Faith Hill),

songs that will become hits
and most likely some of them
might end-up becoming clas-
sics.

Touring non-stop for over
two years, gave the young
woman a chance to hone her
signature voice and style as
well as develop a newfound
confidence that can be heard
on her sophomore release.

This positive change allowed
her to rise to a new level to match Gal-
limore’s musical direction, which, this
time around, included twice the num-
ber of musicians as her first album and
introduced the fiddle to Roberts’ music.

More steel guitar and mandolin were
also added for a wonderful result. Gal-
limore really is a talented producer who
doesn't make any concession when it
comes to country sound. In “Paint and
Pillows” the album'’s first song, Roberts
is clear that it takes a whole lot more
than a coat of paint and new decora-
tions to forget feelings that have been
hurt. “I'd rather strike a match and
watch it go up in smoke” than to take
him back, she sings with conviction.

After stating that she won't take the
man back in the previous song, she now
sings about loving him forever in
“Smile.” To see him with another
woman makes her want to cry her heart

CONNECTION

JESSIE
AULIS

The man of her life is hav-
ing a good time and when he
smiles it takes her back in the
past when they shared happy
times together. “Men & Mas-
cara” is the album's first sin-
gle and is about the
resemblance between men
and mascara. The woman is
left asking herself if she went
too slow or “put it on too
strong.” They both run.

“Girl Next Door" is a song about a girl
who is envious of cheerleaders and
prom queens because it seems like they
get everything. As she sings “Everybody
loves her | I just want to hit her,” it be-
comes clear that instead of loving her-
self for who she is, she focuses on
someone else.

“Mama Don't Cry” is about a girl who
is trying to get away from the family to
create her own life. She re-assures her
mom that she was raised right and has
great values in life so things will be al-
right.

“Too Damn Young" vividly captures a
woman's reflections on losing her vir-
ginity, while “All I Want Is You" is a
heartbreaking song inspired by a friend
of Roberts, whose soulmate was killed
in a tragic accident. She finds it hard to
move on when he's gone,

Julie Roberts continues to offer won-

derful music with new album Men &
Mascara, and this collection of twelve
songs is sure to be a hit with her fans
and will win her some new ones t0o.

Her solid Southern twang fused with
a soulful, smoky, heartfelt delivery does
it all. She also displays excellent taste in
choosing her material. She's at her best
when she delivers deep, romantic bal-
lads with sweeping choruses.

The daughter of an engineer and ac-
countant, Roberts has been singing as
long as she can remember. She per-
formed at every opportunity, including
class musicals, summer camp produc-
tions and beauty pageants. She spent
summers working at music shows in
Carowinds, a theme park in Charlotte,
N.C., and Dollywood in East Tennessee,

She attended the University of South
Carolina-Lancaster for two years before
transferring to Nashville's Belmont Uni-
versity to focus on her music. She per-
formed in local clubs and restaurants
until her graduation, after which she
landed a job as the assistant to Luke
Lewis, Co-Chairman of Universal Music
Group-Nashville.

Without telling anyone about her
dreams, she began working during her
off-time with producer Brent Rowan,
who eventually played Roberts' demo to
Lewis without telling him who it was.

' The rest is history, of course, and need-

less to say, Lewis lost his assistant.




PAGE 16 JuLy 28 - AucusT 3, 2006

July 30
There will be a BAND CONCERT IN
DREAMLAND PARK, North Hatley on
Sunday, July 30 at 2 p.m. Sponsored by
the Festival du Lac Massawippi.

August 6

COUNTRY MUSIC FUNDRAISING JAM-
BOREE (2 p.m. -9 p.m.) and BBQ (4 p.m. -
6 p.m.) at the Forand Park in Fitch Bay
on Sunday, Aug. 6, with performances
by well-known local artists and guest
starts. Proceeds go to “A Salute to Que-
bec Seniors.” Admission: $10, which in-
cludes hot dog, or hamburger and
drink.

EVENTS

July - August
AFTERNOON TEA AT UPLANDS!
Served Tuesdays to Sundays between 1-
4:30 p.m. Enjoy a cup of tea with scones,
jam and pastries or a Traditional Cream
Tea complete with cucumber sandwich-
es, scones, cream, jam and pastries. Ice
Tea and lemonade also available.
Groups welcomed. For more info. or to

reserve, call (819) 564-0409.

July 30

Sunday, July 30, 9:30 a.m. (for coffee
and donuts), at the UNITARIAN UNI-
VERSALIST CHURCH of North Hatley.
We welcome the Lakeshore Congrega-
tion and the Montreal Unitarian
Church congregation to our ANNUAL
CHURCH PICNIC at the site of Gudrun
and Wilhelm Brand’s farm. A short ser-

vice will be held at the church at 10
a.m. and then all will proceed to Fel-
garth Farm, 3975 Rte. 143, Ayer’s Cliff
for the picnic. All welcome!
Aug. 5
‘Old-Fashioned Day’ at the Compton
County Historical Museum in Eaton
Corner, Saturday, Aug. 5, 1 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. A wide variety of craft demonstra-
tions, wagon rides, “old-tyme”™ music
and afternoon tea and scones. Admis-
sion $5. for adults and $2.50 for chil-
dren under 12.
Aug.5
At the Elmwood Bar, A MECHOUI BY
TERRY HODGE at 6 p.m. on August 5.
$20. per person, maximum of 80 peo-
ple. For info. call (819) 346-3616.

EXHIBITION

July 28-Aug. 18
EXPOSITION 2006 LIEUX SOUS LE

. Centre Cultural Yvonne L.
Bombardier, until Aug. 18. L'artiste Shan-
non Cooney vous convie au vernissage
de son exposition 2006 Lieux sous le
Memphré. Plongez dans 'univers fasci-
nant d'un sculpteur qui crée ses ouevres
a partir de bois saturé d’eau repéché des
profondeurs du lac Memphrémagog,
qu’il nomme drunkwood. Une excursion
de découvertes a la recherche de trésors
enfouis. Entrée libre - ouvert tous les
jours de 10 h a 17 h et le mercredi
jusqu'a 10h30. Centre culturel Yvonne L.
Bombardier, 1002 avenue |.A. Bom-
bardier, Valcourt. Info: 450-532-3033 or
www.centreculturelbombrdier.com.

TALK

July 28-Aug. 21
ASBESTOS MINERAL MUSEUM IS
NOW OPEN for its 33rd season, until
Aug. 21. Open from Wednesday to
Sunday, 11'a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission
charged. For information, call 819-
879-6444.
July 28-Aug. 25
Lennoxville-Ascot Historical and
Museum Society invites you to their
current exhibitions, OUR CAMERAS,
NAME QUILT (FROM KINNEAR'’S
MILLS) AND PERSONAL ACCESSORIES.
Tuesday to Sunday from 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Uplands, 9 Speid St., Lennoxville.

July 28-Aug. 27

Uplands Cultural and Heritage
Centre is presenting the GROUP SHOW
BONHEUR D'ETE. The 2006 edition of
Bonheur d'été presents recent works
produced in a variety of media by ten
talented local artists: Maureen Bean
(painting), Peter Belland (painting),
André Belle-Isle (sculpture), Oscar Ba-
jofer (stained glass), Virginia Cope
(painting), Réjean Cotes (pottery), Do-
minique Choquette (mosaics), Chantal
Julien (painting), Francine Mercier
(stained glass) and Margrethe Ulvik
(drawings). Bonheur d'été will continue
through Aug. 27. Uplands is located at 9
Speid St. in the borough of Lennoxville

(Sherbrooke) and is now open Tuesday
through Sunday from 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Info: 819-564-0409 or visit our web site,
www.uplands.ca Tea is served Tuesday
through Sunday from 1-4:30 p.m.

[ THEATRE

July 28 and 29
The Piggery Theatre presents, THE
TIME MACHINE Travel through time
with this fabulous musical. July 28 and
29 at 8 p.m. Country dinners are avail-
able. Piggery Theatre, North Hatley, QC.
Reservations: (819) 842-2431.

TAYLOR:

CONT'D FROM PAGE 7

so maybe it reflects my own engage-
ment with the characters.

“I mean, I've never been in a small
plane going down. So, all right, let's go
there.

“One person is in a complete scat-
tered explosion, his thoughts going in
every direction. His briefcase bursts
open and his papers start flying around.

“That's what the inside of his head
looks like.

“The other guys are calm. They're
tough guys; they've probably done some
damage. One of them can’t even quite
process it. He goes, "We are going to be
f_king late.””

The scene ends before the plane hits
bottom, but it's a surreal, harrowing
ride.

It’s Taylor’'s hope that despite the

novel’s disparate parts, he has achieved
“a tone, or a kind of constant feel,
throughout the book.

“I wanted it all going on because that
is, to me, a sense of the simultaneity
that life has, in the way I experience it."

What's next for the explorer?

“There's a bit of a thing going on,"”
Taylor says of his new project, a mis-
chievous smile crossing his face. “Some
really good sort of kernels came to me a
couple of weeks back. | wrote them
down, and that's the first sign that
things are starting.”

He engages in only one fiction pro-
ject at a time, saying: “It's like serial
monogamy. Gotta just have one thing."”

He enjoys writing short stories, “but
to be honest, I like novels more. It’s just
the most powerful art form imaginable

for considering the human experience
and reflecting on what the hell this all
means.

“Film is very powerful in the right
hands, of course. But even film at its
best seems to work on different brain
cells.

“We all know the experience of fin-
ishing a novel that just slays you. You
feel affected right to molecules. You feel
like you'll never look at the world the
same again.”

That's why novelists write, he says.
“Who knows whether you'll ever come
close to achieving that thing yourself,
but that's what drives you into the pro-
ject.”

- CanWest News Service

THE GIFT OF
BEING THERE"

24 hours a day
il 7 days a week
§ 365 days a year
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1 800 JYCROIX
(1800 592-7649)

Visit our store filled with
a vast range of products
made of our own lavender

Participate in our activities:
lavender field tour, lavender history,
picnic area and lots more...

Now Open every day from 10 a.m.to 5 p.m.
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