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mother,” he Ly bathisdearest
? and to concer] he emotionhe
rh tie tafnell’ £5piv] nét tatirelysu

Kathleën and oy brother's
in sileneu, but nt aesams time darting into
bor eyes à look of stern rebuke from hls own,

. which seemed to say, * You, at least should
have written and informed me of this.” And
the auspiolons exeited by Edith rose darkly
ia his mind,bat were repressed agen instant-

“ Dearest PA I am not usually so iH as
I seem to-day. have never beon confined
to my bed, or even my chair yet. Oaly to-

* day and yesterday, the expectation of seeing
' you has prevented 7 taking the usual quan-

tity of sles shall be much better fo-mor-
row. BitLownbyby me and rest, and when
you are rested, your room is quite ready for
Jou, if you wish to ohange your dress before
dinner. Kathleen, my love, will you go and
direct them to serve dinner?”

Kathleen loft the room and gave the neces-
ny command. Then she ordered a boy to
take ‘Lord Bmudon’s baggage up into his
ohamber, and went up stairs to show him
where to put it.

In the meantime, Lord Brandon,in lookin,
upon his mother’s wasted form, lost all solf-

command, and saying hastily thethe thought
he would‘chauge tis travelling dress at once,
hurried out of the room to give vent to pas-
slonate sorrow, no longer to be restrained.
He ran up stairs, but paused -on the first
landing.

Kathledn, in leaving his room, found him
Jenning upon the balustrados, with his face
Paried in his hands, wooping convulsively.

To women there is something really appal-
Jing in à man's tears; we |ook op

with more than pity, with awe, with some-
thing like the feeling which Mary and Mar-
tha must have witnessed their master’s tears,
with deep reverence be it said.

Kathison would havecrept by and slipped
quietly down stairs, Yor she had a feeling of
orf reproach for having seen that stron
ovtharst of sorrow; but he stood up, an
seized hor hand, and drew her towards him,
exclaimiag—

stop,Eathlsen. You have seen my
wecaknetst Now tall mewhy you did nos weite'
to me of this? Cruel and selfish girl,wore you
=o lotent upon your own projects, that you
chuld not find time to indite a line to let me
kuow thalnymother wasdying? .

Anothér burst of weeping prevented his
hearing Kathlden’s gentle explanation, that
Mrs. Brandon would not. permis ber to write.

And Kathleon was not anxiousto exoulpate
hemelf from any unjust oharge; indeed,
after once giving her little, meek explena-
tio, shewaver thought of1 again; she only
thought of his agony of rogret, and only
w hed to soothe it.
>se still held hor wrist, nnoonsoiousty strain.
Ing it in the strength of his emotion, until it
J nined her severely. But she did mot care
ve that, she did not even feel it; she only
cred to aso him weep so convulsively, and |.
Josing all self consciousness, and with it all

so-orve, she threw her armadound him, and
dropping ber head against him most tenderly
moet lovingly, she said— :

«¢ Oh, do nut grieve so! do not! see how calm
and cheerful she is! Tey to emulate her
calmness I

I loved her, Kathleen! Ilored her more |
tlan everson loved mother before! She was
the whole worth of life to mel I loved her
sucre than ever I loved human being! As
much as over I loved you, Kathleen!” |

This was Brandon’s first declaration to
3 athlean, and a strange time, place, and cir-
cumstance,and » strange method of expres-.
sing bis forance had fallen upon them.
“1fovea as much as ever I loved you
Kathleen)

Dutit did not seem strange to Kathloen. It
seemed perfectly natyral and in order. It
did not startle her the'least. It did not bring
back her womanly self-conscioucness, for she
answered meekly—
«1 koow ‘it, I know you did. And, ob,

in 't you know that I would willingly give
ife for hers, if T could restore her, in

health, to your affections ?”
+ And yet you did not even write to lat me

know she was ill. Oh, girl, girl! you were
muchto blame for that. It was bitterly

I old yon, but you did not hear me, that
the would not permit me to write; she did
wut wish to give you pain, or to interfere with
your arrangements for the year.”

~ ¢ Kathleen, that does not exeuse yon.
Could not your own heart have told you how
precious, how inestimable to me would have

n every hour of her coulée when her
days were numbered? Could you not have
written to me secretly 1’
“I never did anyth gecretiy in mylife.

1 should mever have thought of doing so.
Besides, I could not have had a secret trom
her, 50 open, 20 frank, so noble as she is.
No, I proposed to write foryou to come‘home,
1 entreated permission to do so, but she re-
fused to grant it,and J deferred to her better
judgment. J would not have deceived her
for the world.” .
“Then I have been unjust and unkind to
u, Kathleen, but you will pardon me when
tell you, when you see how thoroughly

weakened and unmanned I am.
The gust of sorrow was over, and Kathleen,"

with sudden self-recollestion, withdrow her-
self from him, deeply blushing, and hastehed
hourtaire, and the thought of her transient

{ férgetfainess rendered the girl even
Shyer then ever.
Hs went into his room and refreshed him-

self with à now toilet. And when he entered
the parlor, an hourafter, no one would bare

tad from
theexistencaof the sorrow that lay subdued
ut the bottem of his heart.
They dined together, and after dinner

Kathleen thought it best to retiresod leave
dure son alone to enjoy more fully
t rreanion, Whon shebad one out of the; |

TonCHS pretty adind Hike Kathloon is
grow! rd Brandon,-leok-
ing after he , bat"dressing his mother.
Yes,” Slied Mrs. Brandon, “ladylike,

but not very ptyKathleen will never be
pretty; but i “ blessed to her mted,’
she will be more, she will be handsome.”

After spending & long afterncon with his
mother, Lord Brandon took tem 7 leave,
and went over to Brandon Park, toxpay his
Tespects to Bdith. Moet happily for all oon.
cerned, Edith had just loftnehome for a visit
of some weeks, ignorant, it is to be supposed
of Lord Brandon's arrival. He returned an
{pent the evening with the ladies at Roek-
and.
The next morning found. Mrs. Brandod

very much better; and in the evening she
rode out, accompanied by Lord Brandon aad
Kathleen. Mrs. Brandon's cheerfulness in-
fected sall the party, both wpon this cvening
and afterwards.Per decline was s0 bed]
#0 painless, that she never took tober be
but when weakest sat in the easy oie!-
the parlor, Shes with a title light knitting
in her haads,'that she would leisurely wor
upon, dr drop nto her lap, to be resumed at
Plesaurs, while she conversed with Kathleen
and Lord Brandon,or listened while one of
thom read or both sang. There never were
more pleasant, serene y than those of the
tavalid's gentld decay. It was genial,
nive autumn; the fall of the leaf wi Sut
the house, and the fall of the leaf within.

Kathleen was new the housskesper. She
had, through the increasing weakness of the
Indy, so gradually slidden into this office,
that she’ seagesly knew at what time its
whole burden had accumulated upon her.

One’ marnipg while Kathlgon was in the]
store - roots, . Brandon andLord Brandon |
ocvsupled the partor e Hé had been
reading to hor, but sesing that she had drop-
ped her knitting, and was sitting back with
alock of weariness, lrb thoughtii time to de- M
sist and close the book.
* Doar mother, you are fatigned; will you

have a thing? What shall bring you 1”
+ Nothing, son. I am not wearied more

than wen, it will pass off la à fow min-
utes.”
The lady was silent for a little while, dur:

jung hich Locd Brandon refrained from con-
yoreatio)dud then after some tittle thought
sho raised hor syes muti! they met hls own,
and looking at him full {a the fnes, che sok:
od—

* Y. aen are you going to mi Kathleen
Vernon, es Rid

Lord Brandon started Tileatlzyaod looked ;
ad the Indy in silent aetontshum
nerySmitn

sider mate, pue have taken me by

“©

 

“You .muat sxouse it, dearar Philp, Yoa To
idput open the suhjiet to me; therefore,
flingmars anxions gpon th
phe of on arth, 1 ain forosd to bronoh
le you. But yoyhavenos sapvrered my
udstlon yot= =
da DourerEE |
+4 When are you geing fo at;xX +
** wJpon my bosor, dear malin, Ihave ne
than ofmarrying Kethisen, Jor have

iven ber reason to
wi I hedbought.ors er I}had hoped
ethorwise,” ssid the lady, relepsl: inte=

in with loathi apd he sald
indigadatyMime “nn Da tree! I

never believe hor to he an intriguante.
ry is mistaken. Edith's fal and f{-
fectionate Interest in my walfare leads her te

5 Sk:RAaid
per4 CE

ir.AE orriMedlamt|
self-communion, Saying Rk
“Well, Philip, » have ue intention

whatever of marmylog sthisen yourself, yeu
can have ne le ground of objection :
to her union with another
He looked up in surprise and anxiedy, but § -

soon the startled expression subsided Inds
calmness, and lied, coolly— ,

“a Kaibieow'ssalonwith another ? pu the
tion involves aa im) ui

°F know you think so, Philip, re =yen .
, andfool perfectly secure of this swoet

just as exsy about her as if she were secured
to you by ali the chains that church pad
state eau forge, and that is thw réason why |
you take things so eocolly,od listen to your

de. But I tell you that Ît is not as you
ink. You are not for ever ascure of Kath-

leen. Our moods of mind, and our views of
1 things, change with time, and however the
maiden may feel or think now, if you hest- |.
tate for years between your pride and love, |:
she will naturally mrive at the conclusion
that many a generous-hearted woman has |... | *-
come to before her, and say to bherself, * Well
I cannot be happy myselfpu my lite must LLcit
not therefore wasted—I oan mak: »
one else, happy,’ sud being “aoaroed yone
she loves, gives herselfaway to one whokores. 2
her”

(Tobe continued.)
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