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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 RATIONALE FOR THE COURSE

The aims and objectives stated by the minis-
tére de I'Education du Québec in The Schools
of Quebec' are intended primarily to ensure a
highar quality of general education for second-
ary school pupils. In this respect, the teaching
of the course entitled History of Québec and
Canada {code 16-3660A) plays a special role,
for it enables the pupil to understand the
progress of the socisty in which he lives and
thereby to discover its nature and diversity. It is
for this reason that the plan of action of
the Ministére makes the course compulsory by
including it as one in a series of courses
dealing with social studies. From now on, the
pupil will study general history and geography
before the history and geography of Quebeg
and Canada, after which he will study econo-
mics in Secondary V. This new instructional
sequence has led to a revision of the History
412 course, particularly since elementary
school pupils now benefit from a program
introducing them to social studies.

The History of Quebec and Canada course is
intended specifically for Secondary IV pupils in
general and vocational education programs.

These pupiis, who range from fifteen to seven-
teen years of age, have different lavels of
awareness of the study of the community's
past. The course orientations and objectives
have thus been chosen to respond as closely
as possible to their needs, taking into account
the present context of Québec society and the
nature of the discipline.

1, Québec. Ministére de I'Education. The Schools of
Quabec: Polley Statement and Plan of Action.
Québec: Editeur officiel du Québes, 1979.

2, Québes. Ministére de I'Education. Gurriculum Guide,
History of Québec and Canada, Secondary IV,
General and Vocational Education. Québes: Dires-
tion générale du développement pédagogique, 1982,
{Code 16-3660-02-A).

3. Quebec, Ministére de I'Education. Cadre d'élabora-
tion des programmes et des guides pédagogigues.
Québes: Direction générale du développement péda-
gogique, 1878,

The course is supplemented by a Curricuium
Guide? which provides the teacher with
instructional guidelines intended to facilitate
the learning process.

1.2 ANALYSIS OF NEEDS

With a view to developing a course that would
meet the expectations of Québec society more
effectively, an analysis of needs was carried
out as part of the course development phase.

This analysis was based on extensive consul-
tation which comprised several stages and
used the resources of the milieu. The informa-
tion gathered made it possible t0o determine
first the orientations of the course and then
the learning objectives derived from them, in
accordance with the new directives of the
ministére de I'Education du Québecs,

Since the scope of Québec and Canadian
history is so broad, it was necessary to select
course content using specific criteria which
influenced all the sieps in the development of
the course. Two categories of criteria were
used: selection criteria, which governed the
choice of crientations and objectives, and cri-
teria concerning organization, which ensured
coherence within the course.
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2. ORIENTATIONS OF THE COURSE

The orientations of the History of Québec and
Canada course are based on the values, aims,
and objectives defined in The Schoofs of
Québeg, These are given expression through
considerations related to the pupil, to society,
and to the discipline of history which form the
basis for the geoals, guiding principles, and
objectives of the course.

2.1 Factors Relating o the Pupil,
Society, and the Discipline
of History

With a view 1o fulfilling the major expectations
of the community, three factors have been
taken into consideration in designing this
course: the pupil, society, and the discipline of
history.

2.1.1. The Pupil

The Secondary IV pupil is entering the phase
of adelescence which is characterized -by an
intense search for a personal and group identi-
ty: as he is learning 1o assess his personal
aptitudes more accurately, he is also asking
himself more questions about the society in
which he is being called to play a role.

He has a growing desire to affirm his auton-
omy, which is why, in the teaching of history,
preference should be given to methods that
stimulate reflection and encourage him to
exprass his personal opinions.

At this age, the adolescent is also in the
process of defining his affinities, a process
which leads him to identify more clearly the
social groups of which he is a part. The study
of history should enable him 1o discover the
historical roots of these groups and gradually
give him an overview of the society to which he

belongs. The relationship between the past .

and the present thus finds a particular reso-
nance in him.

At this stage, the adolescent tends to question
the realities arcund him and to be very critical
of them. He must gradually learn to refine this
critical approach and to examine the negative
aspects alongside the positive ones. He also
becomes aware of the usefulness of social
action. In keeping with his own milieu, he is
brought to evaluate his capacity for this type of
action, which he may hope will one day have
more farreaching impact. He thus comes
closer to a concrete understanding ofthe impli-

cations of the relationship between the past,
present, and future.

2.1.2. Society

Québec society, like other industrialized soci-
eties in the Western world, is characterized by
diversity and change.

The social, regicnal, linguistic, ethnic, and reli-
gious groups which coexist in Québec society
attest strongly to its diversity, the richness of
which creates the need for informed citizens
who are capable of objectivity and who show
mutual respect. Yet openness to the many dif-
ferent values found in the community should
naot make a person indifferent to them or inde-
cisive about them. On the contrary, it should
indicate the need for making clear and con-
crete choices.

Québec is alse going through a period of
increasingly rapid change, which gives rise to
still other needs. On the one hand, an under-
standing of social fraditions is necessary to
enable community members to appreciate the
values of the past by putting them into the
social and historical contexts which explain
them. On the other hand, the community must
also develop its ability to be critical yet open-
minded foward new reatities in order to orient
change in keeping with its own needs, while
respecting its own unique pattern of develop-
ment.

21.3. The Discipline of History

The discipline of history provides answers 1o
man’s questions, as it seeks to undersiand the
evolution of different societies at different
periods of time; it is concerned with the overall
effect of man’s inferactions with his milieu at
given times in the human experience. The his-
torical approach should promote reflection,
refine critical faculties, and help develop
obiectivity.

In Secondary I, the pupil is introduced to the
historical approach in his study of general his-
tory. In Secondary IV, he is encouraged to ask
himself questions in a methodical way about
his own cormmunity. The preparation he has
already received and the relatively limited
scope of the study should enable him to reach
adeeper understanding of the course of events
in the past, and in pariicular, {o analyze the
social phenomena around him more system-
atically.

15



2.2. Goals

The History of Québec and Canada course
focuses on an understanding of the evolution
of Québec soctety within the Canadian, North
American, and Western contexts. It attempts
to answer in a special way the questions which
the pupil is asking himself about the soclety to
which he belongs. It is hoped that the course
will thereby lead him to find his own place in the
complex network of social forces, for it seeks
to identify the foundations of modern reality in
the collective experience and enabies him to
gee a logical connection betwsen the past and
present. In summary, the discipline of history
Is concerned with an understanding of social
mechanisms, a dynamic understanding In
which the past, present, and future are inter-
related.

2.3 Gulding Principles

The History of Québec and Canada course is
based on the following guiding pringiples.

231 Tha course sets forth learning objectives
which have been selected and organized
around the turning points In Québee and
Canadian history.

Since pupils will be required to take only one
course in Québec and Canadian history in
secondary school, it is important to provide
them with an overview of the Québec and
Canadian past from its beginnings 1o the pre-
sent time. From this vast amount of informa-
tion, it is necessary, however, to select certain
meaningful themes which relate to pupils’
quesiions, and which suit their abilities to
understand and the time allocated to the
course in the timetable. These constraints led
to the selection and arrangernent of learning
objectives centred around the turning points in
history, with a view to increasing the pupils’
understanding of the contemporary period,
sinGe it is more likely to be of interest to them
and to encourage their participation i modern
society. :

232 The course seeks to convey a global
perspective of histary.

By emphasizing the interaction of social,
economic, political, and cultural phenomena, it
is hoped that the course will sensitize the pupli
to the many factors involved in the unfolding of
events in history. t would be impossible to
enable the pupil tc reach an understanding of
modern society without making him aware of
the complexity of the various factors involved
i the building of the present. The current state
of historiography also makes possible this
presentation, one which corresponds closely
with the pupils' interests.

16

2.3.3. The course recognizes the diversifleld
nature of Québec history by emphasizing
the contributions of alf groups to the col-
lectlva past.

The history of Québec concerns all Quebecers,
whatever their ethnic, linguistic, social, or reli-
gious origin. Consequently, it should reflect
their diversity, acknowledging and respecting
their differences, but also showing their simi-
larities and their common ground. The nature
of democracy presupposes that different
values may be expressed within the same
society, If well presented, these differences
can only serve to sensitize the adolescent to
the defence of fundamental rights and to en-
courage him to ba more open to values which
differ from his own.

2.3.4. The course sesks to develop the pupll’s
abillity to interpret historical events
objectivaly.

This course enables the pupil to study the turn-
ing points in Quebec and Canadlan history by
means of learning objectives which stirmulate
his own logical thought processes. The pupil
should constantly be In the process of analyz-
ing the causes of past events, of thinking
critically, and finally, of working out his own
interpretations of historical sifuations. In this
way, he will become familiar with a logical
method that will help him understand present
as well as past social phenomena.

2.3.5. The course makes possible an Instruc-
tional approach which Is centred around
understanding of events in the milieu.

The study of history should help the pupil to
answer questions about the present. Actual
events as well as the surrounding environment
confront him with a vast amount of information
that he must learn to decode. History earns ifs
rightful place in the educational process by
stimulating questions in the pupil’'s mind,
using local history or current problems. The
study of Québec and Canadian history is too
often concermned exclusively with the past.
Instead, it should be based on the pupil's own
experiences so that its relevance to everyday
life is made apparent. The Curriculum Guide
offers a series of practical suggestions in this
regard.

2.4 Educational Objectives

The History of Québec and Canada course is
designed to enable pupils to attain educational
ohiectives relating to the affective as well as
the cognitive domain. The past cannot in fact
be studied without an examination of the



values and attitudes which explain the diversi-
ty of social behavior.

However, in view of the great variety of
teaching practices, it is the teacher's responsi-
bility to bring out the affective dimension inher-
ent in the cognitive content of the course.

On completion of the History of Québec and
Canada course, the pupil should:

1.

Understand the main political, social,
economic, cultural, and religious factors
which have shaped Québec within the
Canadian context;

Have developed intellectual skills that
arg useful in the historical approach;

Be aware of the need for, the principles
behind, and the limitations of an histori-
cal analysis of social phenomena;

Be aware of the diversity of social groups

and of the existence of interdependence

and conflict;

Have developed the ability to analyze his
personal values and those of his social
milieu;

Have developed an open and respectful
attitude toward values which are different
from his own;

Be aware of his role as a citizen responsi-
ble for the future of the community.

17
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3. COURSE OBJECTIVES

Introduction

The objectives in each module describe the
behaviours expected of the pupil on comple-
tion of the learning activity. A/l objectives are
compulsory except those marked with an aste-
risk. The general, terminal, and intermediate
objectives are arranged in hierarchical order.
Each general cbjective is the focus of a modu-
le, and each terminal objective is the focus of a
teaching unit. Details which further clarify the
intermediate objectives are presented as relat-
ed sontent. These details appear in the boxes
at the bottom of the tables showing the struc-
ture of the units, Attainment of the intermedia-
te objectives should normally lead to achieve-
ment of the terminal objective. Similarly,
attainment of the terminal objectives of a
module should iead to achievement of the
general objective.

The order in which the modules and objectives
are presented reflects the logic which govern-
ed the design of the course. The teacher may,
however, rearrange this order if he has sound
reasons for doing so. He may adapt different
approaches and proceed at different rates
depending on the particular objective being
pursued. He may spend maore time on some
objectives and less on others, in keeping with
his capakilities and his pupil's interests. Such
flexibility should not, however, compromise
the study of any of the ¢ompulsory objectives
of the course.

Since the division of time into periods is one
concern of the discipline of history, the History
of Quebec and Canada course maintains the
three traditional divisions: the French Régime,
the period of British rule, and the contempora-

ty period. What is new about this course Is the
emphasis placed on each of these periods. The
first two periods each account for two modu-
les, whereas the contemporary period
accounts for three. In terms of teaching units,
the contermporary period represents almost
half of the material to be cavered.

Ezch module in the course begins with an
introductory page, which gives the general
orientation far the module and summarizes the
methodology which might best be used for the
learning activity. The Curriculum Guide pro-
vides more details in this regard by suggesting
appropriate activities and instructional
materials which make it possible to attain the
objectives.

The table on page 22 gives an overview of the
COUTSE.

Enrichment Themes

In order to respond to his pupil’s interests
more effectively, the teacher may suggest that
they explore specific themes in greater depth
throughout the year. For example, the history
of cultural groups or native peoples, the history
of the rights of women or workers, or econe-
mic, pelitical, and regicnal history are areas of
study which may provide answers to the parti-
cular questions being asked by the pupils. As
they work through the modules, without
neglecting the general flow of history, they
should ba able to explore in greater depth an
aspect of the past which affects them more
than others, and thus to benefit more from
their study of history. The Curriculum Guide
offers more detailed suggestions on ways of
integrating these themes into the course
objectives.

21
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4. EVALUATION

The instructional objectives of the History of
Québec and Canada course are concerned pri-
marily with the cosnitive and affective domains
of learning. Evaluation of the extent to which
these objectives have been achieved, of judge-
ment made on the basis of specific criteria, is
also concerned with these two domains.

4.1 Evaluation of Cognitive
Development

The objectives of the seven modules of the
course deal particularly with the cognitive do-
main of formal learmning. The general objective
of each module is broken down into terminal
and intermediate objectives, which are expres-
sed in terms of the gbservable behaviours that
can be expected of the pupil on completion of
the learning activity. The extent to which these
specific objectives have been achieved can
thus be evaluated by the teacher.

Evaluation, to be valid and fair, must take into
account the characteristics of the pupils, of
the discipline, and of the educational context.
Two complementary forms of evaluation
should be used to monitor the pupil's learning:
formative and summative evaluations,

Formative Evaluation

This form of evaluation is used to assess the
pupil’s learning with regard to the objectives
pursed and to certain estabiished criteria. It
makes it possible to check whether he has
mastered the behaviours described in the inter-
mediate objectives which are intendad to lead
to the attainment of the terminal objective.

The clear statement of objectives in the
History of Québec and Canada course will
enable the teacher to follow each pupil’s learn-
ing progress, to detect difficulties that the
pupil may experience in working foward the
abjective, and, in the event of difficuity, to offer
him immediate assistance. [n this sense, for-

mative evaluation constitutes an integrai part
of the learning process.

The fact that this form of evaluation has so
many possible applications in education sug-
gests that it should be used throughout the
course.

Surnmative Evaluation

By means of summative evaluation it is possi-
ble to determine whether or not a set of course
objectives has been attained on completion of
a series of learning activities of varying dura-
tion. This form of evaluation makes it possible
10 make decisions concerning certification,
premotion, and the awarding of diplomas, as
well as to predict success, elc.

It is ciear that the scores obtained by pupils in
this form of evaluation will relate directly to the
guality of the formative evaluation carried out
during the learning process.

4.2. Evaluation of Affective
Development

By transmitting values, attitudes, and in-
ierasts, the teaching of the History of Québec
and Canada course inevitably elicits affective
responses from the pupil. Some of these
values, attitudes, and interests are specified in
the course’s educational objectives (Section
2.4}, Others are not stated explicitly, but are in-
herent in the cognitive content of the general,
terminal, and intermediate objectives.

Since affective development involves a com-
plex and personal process of internalization, it
iz difficult to evaluate.

The nature of the objectives of formal school-
ing, the great variety in teaching practices, and
the clearly subjective nature of such evaluation
put the onus on the teacher fo establish cri-
teria an which to make qualified and fair judge-
ments.
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5. CONCLUSION

The History of Québec and Canada course
shoutd be taught in a dynamic and flexible
way, suited to the needs of different areas, if
its proposed educational objectives are to be
attained. It is therefore the teachers job to
stimulate in his pupils a taste for inquiry and
discaovery, which is the essence of historical
method. It is also the teacher's responsibility
to awaken and develop the pupil's social con-
science. The History of Québec and Canada
course was designed in order to assist the
teacher in his role as facilitator. By specifying
the learning ¢ontent in terms of hierarchically
organized objectives, it seeks to facilitate the
teaching process and to sustain the teacher's
creativity. It should also help him to monitor
his pupils’ progress more closely and to detect
any difficulties they rmay experience.

On the basis of the course objectives, the
teacher should be able to plan his courses in a
logical way suited to the particular needs of his
milieu in such a way as to maximize the impact
of his teaching. He is free {0 rearrange the
ebjectives as he sees fit and to use the instruc-

tional methods which, in his opinion, will make
it possible to achieve the aims of the course.
He is left complete freedorm in this regard: the
statement of objectives in no way prescribes
the instructional methods to be used.

To assist the teacher further in understanding
the course objectives and in planning his
classes, the Curriculum Guide is offered as an
additional source of information. It offers
suggestions as to possible activities and
instructional materials to be used and includes
a bibliography of the materials used in the
preparation of the History of Quebec and
Canada course and of the accompanying
guide.

It is hoped that both tools, the course and the
Curriculum Guide, will encourage innovation
and progress in the teaching of history in
Quéhec, by developing the pupil’s interest in
the discipline and by conveying to him a
taste for delving more deeply into the evolution
of the society to which be belongs.
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