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I have been led to write this history of my old birthplace
solely by the realization that no one else will and it
seemed regrettable that no record should be made of the
leading part which Philipsburg played in the settlement of
the whole Eastern Townships.

It has been said that “The Pyramids themselves doting
with age have forgotten the names of their founders.”

How many of the present generation know that the
Settlement at Missisquoi Bay was the first to be made in the
Townships; that it was made in downright defiance of the
orders of the Governing powers; that the original settlers
obstinately refused to move or be moved notwithstanding all
orders, notwithstanding the threat to burn down their
houses. and notwithstanding the cutting off of the pro-
visional allowances made to the Loyalists?

How many today realize that the first churches of any
kind to be built in what is today known as the Eastern
Townships were built in Frelighsburg and Philipsburg?

It is perhaps better known that the first Methodist
Church to be built East of the Richelieu is still in service
at Philipsburg but few are aware of the fact that the
original stage coach connecting New York with Montreal
ran from Albany to Philipsburg. From there the mails were
ferried to Peelhead Bay and carried to the South River,
from there taken by boat to the Richelieu and on to St. Johns.

The arrow projecting from the large elm at the foot
of the Kay hill carried the sign of one of the early hotels,
the first to greet the eye of the traveller arriving in Lower
Canada by the stage coach.

The following represents an attempt to preserve for
coming generations the fragments of the early history.

A rather full story is given of the Princess Salm Salm
but her extraordinary career deserves it.

Dr. Johnson is reported to have said “A man will turn
over half a library to make one book” and I can humbly add
my endorsement.

At the same time I wish to acknowledge the valuable
_assistance which I have received from Mr. A. J. H. Richard-
son, B.A., in my search of the Dominion Archives and from
my Secretary, Mrs. A. G. Hutchinson, who has aided me
throughout the whole work.







PHILIPSBURG
CHAPTER 1

Preamble

French Regime — Abenakis — Jesuit Mission — Forays
against English — Rogers Raid

The Settlement of Philipsburg, originally known as
Missiskoui Bay, took place in 1784. It was the first settle-
ment to be made in the Eastern Townships and far from
being pursuant to any settlement scheme it was in actual
defiance of Government orders.

Before discussing the events which led up to this little
rebellion a brief history of the region may be in order.

French Regime

An excellent summary of the early history of Missisquoi
Bay is to be found in a study made by Thomas C. Lampee
which was published by the Vermont Historical Society in
1938 under the title “The Missisquoi Loyalists.” It is
supported by a valuable store of documentary references.
The first historical period is the period of Indian occupation;
the territory around Missisquoi Bay was occupied about the
end of the seventeenth century by the Abenakis Indians,
driven into that previously uninhabited country by the
northward advance of settlement in New England. At an
early date they fell under the religious and political influence
of the French who saw in them useful allies against the New
Englanders who had dispossessed the Indians of their old
hunting grounds, and the story of the settlement is bound
up with the great struggle between the French and English
for possession of the continent. An Indian Village had been
established on the banks of the Missisquoi River near what
is now known as Swanton Falls. A Jesuit Mission was
established there and on the occasion of the Tercentenary
celebration of the Discovery of Lake Champlain a monument
was erected by the people of Swanton which bears the
inscription:
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Near this spot stood the first Church erected in
Vermont about 1700 by the Jesuit Fathers to the
Glory of God Almighty for the Mission of
St. Francis.

The principal settlement of the Abenakis was at the
mouth of the St. Francis River. It will be remembered as
the objective of the expedition made by Major Rogers in
1759 when he virtually exterminated the Settlement.

Occasional references are made to the Mission of
Michiscouy in the correspondence between the King of
France and Messrs. Beauharnois and Hocquart, the
Governor and Intendant respectively of New France. A close
co-operation between Church and State is indicated. In the
King’s instructions from Versailles of the 24th March, 1744,
he refers to the Mission of Michiscouy and to the contribu-
tion by spiritual assistance which the new inhabitants will
find in this Mission. He goes on to enjoin the Governor and
Intendant to neglect nothing to further the efforts of Father
Lauverjat to detach the Loups (Mohegans) and the Abenakis
dwelling in that region from the English.

On the 12th October, 1744, they report a visit to the
Mission to “‘charter la guerre” and to present the inhabitants
(about 60 warriors all young) with the collar and hatchet.
In April, 1745, His Majesty expressed his pleasure in
learning of the progress made by the Village of Missiskouy
and Beauharnois was directed to take advantage of the
triendly disposition of the Indians to get them to make raids
upon the English. He was also reminded that a principal
object in the establishment of the Mission was the alienating
of the Abenakis from their English contacts. As Lampee
relates “How well Beauharnois succeeded in carrying out
the King’s instructions is shown by the following laconic
items taken from the record of French military operations
for the year 1746:

April 26, 1746 — Party of 20 Abenakis of Missiskouy set
out towards Boston and brought in some prisoners and scalps.

May 28, 1746 — A party of Abenakis of Missiskouy struck
a blow near Orange (Albany) and Corlard and brought
in some prisoners and scalps.”

The village of Missiskouy also served as an advance
base for the more serious forays made by the warriors from
the principal settlement of the Abenakis at St. Francis,
and its final destruction was part of the wiping-out of the
whole Abenaki menace when the struggle climaxed in the
Seven Years’ War.

~ 6 -




Angered by the atrocities which had been committed in
the course of these raids and determined to put a stop to
them General Amherst issued an order to the daring and
resourceful Major Robert Rogers of Rogers Rangers to
conduct an expedition against the St. Francis Indians
proceeding by water from Crown Point to Missisquoi Bay
and marching overland from there to St. Francis.

“You are this night to set out with the detachment as
ordered yesterday, viz. of 200 men, which you will take under
your command, and proceed to Mississquey bay, from whence
you will march and attack the enemy’s settlements on the
South side of the River St. Lawrence in such a manner as
you shall judge most effectual to disgrace the enemy and
for the success and honour of His Majesty's arms.

Remember the barbarities that have been committed by
the enemy’s Indian scoundrels on every occasion, where they
had an opportunity of showing their infamous cruelties on
the King's subjects, which they have done without mercy;
take your revenge, but don’'t forget that tho' those villains
have dastardly and promiscuously murdered the women and
children of all ages, it is my orders that no women or
children are Kkilled or hurt.

When you have executed your intended service you
will return with your detachment to camp, or to join me
wherever the army may be.”

The Bay was evidently to be a sort of advanced base

for the expedition, and we shall see that what happened there
was to effect its whole course.

On September 13th 1759, — the very day on which
was fought the battle of the Plains of Abraham — Rogers
and his party left Crown Point in whale boats for the
headwaters of Missisquoi Bay. On the fifth day and, while
encamped on the Eastern shore of the Lake, a keg of gun-
powder accidentally was ignited, the explosion which
followed wounding a captain and several men. The injured
with an escort were sent back to Crown Point. The party,
reduced to 142 men, proceeded and reached Missisquoi Bav
after a trip of ten days. In an amplification of his report
to General Amherst Rogers says:

“I cannot forbear here making some remarks on the
difficulties and distresses which attended us, in effecting this
enterprise upon St. Francis, which is situated within three
miles of the River St. Lawrence, in the middle of Canada,
about half way between Montreal and Quebec. It hath already
heen mentioned, how our party was reduced by the accident
which befell Capt. Williams, the fifth day after our
departure, and still farther by numbers tiring and falling sick
afterwards. It was extremely difficult while we kept the
water which retarded our progress very much in order to pass
undiscovered by the enemy, who were then cruizing in great
numbers upon the lake; and had prepared certain vessels on
purpose to decoy any party of ours, that might come that
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way, armed with all manner of machines and implements for
their destruction; but we happily escaped their snares of
this kind, and landed (as hath been mentioned) the tenth
day at Mississquey Bay. Here, that I might with more
certainty know whether my boats (with which I left
provisions sufficient to carry us back to Crown Point) were
discovered by the enemy, I left two trusty Indians to lie
at a distance in sight of the boats, and there to stay till I
came back, except the enemy find them; in which latter
case they were with all possible speed to follow on my track,
and give me intelligence. It happened the second day after I
left them, that these two Indians came up to me in the
evening, and informed me that about 400 French had
discovered and taken my boats, and that about one-half of
them were hotly pursuing on my track. This unlucky
circumstance (it may well be supposed) put us into some con-
sternation. Should the enemy overtake us, and we get the
better of them in an encounter; yet being so far advanced
into their country where no reinforcement could possibly
relieve us, and where they could be supported by any
numbers they pleased, afiorded us little hopes of eScaping
their hands. Our boats being taken, cut off all hope of a
retreat by them; besides the loss of our provisions left with
them, of which we knew we should have great need at any
rate, in case we survived, was a melancholy consideration.
It was, however, resolved to prosecute our design at all
adventures, and when we had accomplished it to attempt a
retreat (the only possible way we could think of) by way of
No. 4;* and that we might not be destroyed by famine in
our return, I dispatched Lieut. McMullen by land to Crown
Point to desire of the General to relieve me with provision
at Amonfook River at the end of Cohase Intervales on the
Connecticut River, that being the way I should return, if at
all, and the place being about 60 miles from No. 4, then the
main Northerly English settlement. This being done, we
determined if possible to outmarch our pursuers and effect
our design upon St. Francis before they could overtake us.
We marched nine days through wet sunken ground; the water
most of the way near a foot deep, it being a spruce bog.
When we encamped at night, we had no way to secure
ourselves from the water but by cutting the bows of trees and
with them erecting a kind of hammocks. We commonly
began our march a little before day, and continued it till
after dark at night.

The tenth day after leaving Mississquey Bay, we came
to a river about fifteen miles above the Town of St. Francis
to the South of it, and the town being on the opposite or
East side of it, we were obliged to ford it, which was
attended with no small difficulty, the water being five feet
deep and the current swift. I put the tallest men up stream,
and then holding by each other, we got over with the loss of
several of our guns, some of which were recovered by diving
to the bottom for them. We had now good dry ground to
march upon, and discovered and destroyed the town as before
related, which in all probability would have been effected
with the loss of no men but the Indian who was killed in
action, had not my boats been discovered and our retreat
that way cut off.”

*No. 4 1s now Charleston, New Hampshire,
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In amplification of the last paragraph Crocket, in his
History of Lake Champlain (p. 82) says:

“Arriving on the evening of October 4 at the outskirts
of the Village of the St. Francis Indians, situated at the
head of the river of the same name, Rogers and two of his
men who understood the native language, dressed themselves
in Indian garb and reconnoitred the settlement. The members
of the tribe were engaged in a dance and festivities which
continued until four o’clock the morning of October 5. Waiting
until the savages were asleep, at break of day, Rogers made
a general assault. Men, women and children were slain and
a great number of scalps were taken as trophies. In a
village of three hundred persons two hundred were killed
and twenty taken prisoners. Rogers’ casualties were one killed
and six slightly wounded. The village was burned and after
resting an hour Rogers started at eight o'clock in the morning
on the return trip taking with him five English captives
whom he had released.”

The detailed story of the assault and of Rogers’
hazardous and almost disastrous return journey form no
part of the history of Philipsburg but accounts may be
found in Parkman’s “Wolfe and Montcalm’” in Thompson’s
“History of Vermont” as well as in Crockett’s “History of
Lake Champlain”.

‘Two interesting narratives of the expedition are given
in Mrs. Day’s “History of the Eastern Townships” (p. 132).
Readers of “The Northwest Passage” will not require to be
reminded of the very full and naturally somewhat embellished
account of the expedition.

The French references to the expedition will be found
in the Letters of Bourlemaque to Levis in the Dominion
Archives.

Sept. 27, 1759: I learned three days ago Sir by my scouts that
there were seventeen barges in Missisquoi Bay. I was of
opinion that this detachment had the intention of going
towards Quebec by St. Francis and I notified the different
authorities.

Sept. 29, 1759: The seventeen English barges were found by
scouts in Missisquoi Bay. This detachment which is from
200 to 250 men at the most, seemed to be directing steps
towards Yamaska, Chambly or St. Francis towards Quebec.
} have 400 men in ambush at the place where these barges
ay.

Rogers’ expeditionary force had broken up at Lake
Memphremagog and some of them evidently decided to
return to Missisquoi Bay since Bourlemaque writes to Levis
on November 3, 1759:
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“The English which we saw in the Missisquoi Bay turned
out to be five men from Rogers detachment who had lost
their way. Three Abenakis less cowardly than the others had
taken them without trouble. They said Mr. Rogers had
made his way to the Connecticut River where he must have
arrived some time back.”
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CHAPTER 1I

The Seignorial Grants — Daine — de Lusignan —
de Beauvais — St. Armand — Seignor Levasseur —
Purchase of St. Armand by Hon. Thos. Dunn — His
Acte de Foi et Hommage — Biographical Notes.

The Seignorial Grants

As an incident of the long outstanding dispute between
the French and the English over Lake Champlain and the
lands surrounding it the French, in 1731, by way of forti-
fying their claims built a Fort at Crown Point — Fort
St. Frederick. Shortly after this they made a series of
grants covering most of the land abutting the Lake with the
intention of encouraging settlement there. Among these
grants were three on the East side of Missisquoi Bay.

On April 5, 1733, the Sieur Daine, Chief Clerk of the
Supreme Council of New France, received a tract of land
of one league in front on the bay of Missisquoy by three
leagues in depth bounded on one side by the mouth of Pike
River (Riviere du Brochet) running towards the line of
the Noyan Seignory.

The next day a grant was made to the Sieur d’Lusignan,
at one time commander of Fort St. Frederick, of two leagues
in front by three leagues in depth bounded on the North
side by the Daine Seignory and on the South by a line
drawn East and West at one quarter of a league from the
mouth of the Riviere du Rocher (Rock River). This grant
would have taken in the Philipsburg territory.

On July 20, 1734, the Sieur de Beauvais Jr. received a
grant of two leagues in front by three in depth measured
South from the property of M. de Lusignan and including
a peninsula running into the lake (the marsh).

These three grants together with all the others on Lake
Champlain were forfeited for non-settlement and the land
re-annexed to the Crown Domaine by an Act passed on May
10, 1741. The proprietors were given the right of reestab-
lishing their titles by improving their lands within one year
and one of them, Sieur Foucault, who had been granted a

- 11 -




Seignory running from the Richelieu to Missisquoi Bay
did regain his title by establishing a small village near
Alburg. The title afterwards passed to Col. Caldwell and
the territory became known as ‘“Caldwell’s Manor.”

The Seignory of St. Armand

Some seven years later, the grantees of the de Lusignan
and de Beauvais Seignories not having taken any steps to
reestablish their titles a new grant was made to Sieur
Nicolas Rene Levasseur of the Seignory of St. Armand which
embraced the territory formerly included in the Seignories
of de Lusignan and de Beauvais and went further around
the Bay to the West of the Missisquoi River. The grant
was issued on the 23rd September, 1748, by La Gallisoniere
and Bigot, Governor and Intendant respectively; it was
ratified by the King of France on April 30, 1749, and
registered by the Superior Council at Quebec on September
29, of the same year. As this Grant became the basis on
which all the titles in the Village of Philipsburg and the
Parish of St. Armand West were founded a translation of
the document is given:

“On the petition presented to us by the Sieur Nicolas
Rene Levasseur, builder of the King's ships in this colony,
praying that he would be pleased to grant him a tract of land
of six leagues in front along the Missiskouy, in Lake
Champlain, by three leagues in depth on both sides of the
same, the said six leagues in front to be taken at a distance
of eight arpents below the first fall situate three leagues up
the said river, ascending the said river Missiskouy; the whole
in fief and seigniory, with the right of superior, mean, and
inferior jurisdiction, and that of fishing, hunting and trading
with the Indians, as well opposite as within the said tract
of land; having regard to the same petition,

We, in virtue of the power jointly entrusted to us by His
Majesty have given, granted, and conceded, and do give,
grant, and concede to the said Sieur Levasseur the said tract
of land of six leagues in front by three leagues in depth,
as herein above described; to have and to hold the same
unto the said Sieur Levasseur, his heirs and assigns, for
ever, under the title of fief and seigniory, with the right of
haut, moyenne, et basse justice, and that of hunting, fishing,
and trading with the Indians throughout the whole extent of
the said concession; subject to the performance of fealty and
homage at the castle of St. Louis de Quebec, to which he
shall be held under the customary rights and dues, agreeable
to the Custom of Paris followed in this country; and on
condition that he shall preserve and cause to be preserved
by his tennants, the oak timber fit for the building of His
Majesty’s ships; that he shall give notice to the King of the
mines, ores, and minerals which may be found within the
extent of the said concession; that the appeals from the judge
who may be established there shall lie before the royal juris-
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diction of Montreal; that he shall keep thereon house and
home (feu et lieu), and cause the same to be kept by his
tennants; that he shall immediately clear and cause to be
cleared the said tract of land, and satisfy us of the works
which he shall have caused to be performed from this day till
next fall, in default whereof the said concession shall be and
remain null and of no avail; that he shall leave the King's
highways and other roadways necessary to the public, and
cause the condition to be inserted in the concessions which
he may grant to his tennants subject to the customary cens et
rentes apd dues for each arpent of land in front by forty in
depth; that he shall allow the beaches to be free to fishermen,
with the exception of those which he may require for his own
fishery: and should His Majesty hereafter require any portion
of the said tract of land to erect thereon forts, batteries,
military places, stores and public works, His Majesty shall
have the right of taking it, as well as the timber necessary
for the said works, and the firewood for the garrisons of the
said forts without being held to pay any indemnity; the whole
under the pleasure of His Majesty by whom he shall be held
to have these presents confirmed within one year.”

The Canadian Archives contain a quantity of informa-
tion in respect to Mr. Levasseur which is summarized by
Mr. Lampee at pages 102 and following of his work.

As stated in the Grant, Sieur Nicolas Rene Levasseur
was a naval constructor who had been sent to New France
in May 1739 to direct the building of a fleet.

In the Spring of 1744 and again in the winter following
Levasseur had visited the shores of Lake Champlain in
search of further sources of ship timber, and particularly of
pine trees suitable for use as masts and spars. He was
successful in locating extensive pineries in the vicinity of
the Saranac and Au Sable Rivers, and, in addition, brought
back to Intendant Hocquart a sample of a new confection—
Spruce gum! On both these occasions Levasseur stayed for
some days at the settlement of Missisquoi, where he probably
became interested in the possibilities of the millsite at the
falls of the river.

A saw mill was erected and the Abenaki village soon
developed into a busy French and Indian settlement with a
church that boasted a bell, but in the course of one of the
incursions by the British Levasseur’s saw mill was destroyed,
thus putting an end to the lumbering at Missisquoi.

The fall of Quebec soon precluded the possibility of
further shipbuilding in Canada, and when the colony was
evacuated by the French forces in 1760, the name of M. de
Levasseur, maitre constructeur, was listed as returning to
France on the staff of Governor General Vaudreuil. In
November, 1763, Levasseur finally liquidated his American
adventure by selling the title to his Seigniory of St. Armand,
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which had not been impaired by the change of regime in
Canada, to Henry Guynand, a merchant of London.

Whether or not Guynand attempted to assert any rights
in and to the territory comprised in the St. Armand
Seigniory is not clear but the Museum at Knowlton contains
the copy of a document headed: “The speech of the Missis-
quoi Indians to The Governor of Quebec in the North end
of Lake Champlain, 8th September, 1766.” It reads:

“Brothers—

We the Misisquoi Indians of the St. Francis or Abenaki
tribe, have inhabited that part of Lake Champlain known by
the name of MisisKoui Time unknown to any of here present,
without being molested or any one’s claiming Right to it, to
our knowledge, except about 18 years ago, the French
Governor Mr. Vaudreuil and Intendant came there and viewed
a spot, convenient for a saw-mill, to facilitate the building
of vessels or batteaux at St. Johns, as well as for the use
of a Navy at Quebec, and on the occasion convened our people
to ask this approbation when they consented and marked out
a spot large enough for that purpose, as well as for the
cutting of the saw timber, about half a league square, with
the conditions to have what boards they wanted for their
use gratis. But at the commencement of the last war, said
mill was deserted, and the iron works buried, after which we
expected everything of the kind would subside, but soon after
peace was made, some English people came there to rebuild
the mill, and now claims 3 leagues in breadth & six in depth
which takes in our villages and plantation by far.

We therefore request of you, Brother, to enquire into this
affair, that we obtain justice as it is of great concern to us.
We also beg you will not allow any traders to come and
bring spirituous liquors among us, being near enough to bring
peltries and skins to Montreal market.

A. Belt & Stringe.”

The title to the Seigniory subsequently devolved by a
series of purchases to the Hon. Thomas Dunn, who per-
formed his Acte de Foi et Hommage on the 12th May, 1789.

The Acte, which is not without interest, recites that
there had appeared at the Chateau St. Louis in the town
of Quebec before Guy, Lord Dorchester, Governor of the
Colonies of Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick and
Commander of the troops of His Majesty in the said Prov-
inces and in the Island of Newfoundland, the Honorable
Thomas Dunn Esquire, Member of His Majesty’s Council
and one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, Seignor
and proprietor by acquisition of a part of the Seignory of
St. Armand situate according to his titles within the Domain
of His Majesty in the Province of Quebec, the said fief and
seigneurie situate at Missiskous in Lake Champlain. Then
follows a recital of his titles:
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Primo:— The Grant of the Seignory to Levasseur with a
synopsis of the .conditions.

Secundo:— The Sale by Levasseur and his wife to Henry
Guynand, trader of London, the 17th November, 1763,
for the equivalent of £416.13s.4d.

Tertio:— The Sale for £450 by Guynand to Wm. McKenzie, B.
Price, Jas. Moore and Geo. Fulton, 23rd May, 1766.
Quarto:— The sale for thirty pounds by the Estate of Wm.

McKenzie to James Moore of his quarter interest,
4th April, 1786.

Quinto:— The Sale for thirty pounds by the Syndics of the
property of Benjamin Price to James Moore of his
quarter interest, 4th April, 1786.

Sexto:— The Sale by James Moore to Dunn for three hundred
pounds of his undivided three-quarters of the St.
Armand Seignory except such parts as are no longer
in the Domain of His Majesty, 5th July, 1786, and are
in the United States of America.

Septimo:— The Sale by the heirs of George Fulton to Dunn
for one hundred pounds of Fulton's undivided one-
quarter of the St. Armand Seignory except such parts
as are no longer in the Domain of His Majesty and
which may have been ceded by His Majesty in the
United States of America, 12th February, 1787.

The style of conveyancing in each of the last five deeds
is peculiar. They take the form of a lease for five shillings
and an annual rent of one grain of pepper. The real convey-
ance follows:

The Acte concludes with a recital of the supplication of
the Hon. Thomas Dunn — (Translation).

“That we be pleased to receive the ‘Foi et Hommage
liege’ of the part of the Fief and Seignory of St. Armand
which is situate in the Domaine of His Majesty in this
Province of Quebec — and at this moment (the suppliant)
placing himself in the posture of a Vassal, head bare, without
sword or spurs and with one knee on the ground said in a
loud and intelligible voice that he rendered and bore to our
lands the Foi et Hommage which he was held to render
and bear to the King at the Chateau St. Louis of Quebec by
reason of the said Fief and Seignory of St. Armand, which
faith and hommage we have received and do receive by these
presents under reserve of all rights of the King and the
appearer took and subscribed in our presence the oath to well
and faithfully serve His Majesty, and to notify us and our
successors if he learns of anything being done against our
service; and the appearer obliged himself to furnish his
avowal and enumeration in the terms prescribed by the laws,
customs and usages of this Province — of all of which
he requests acte which we have granted to him and he has
signed with us.

Thomas Dunn — Dorchester.”

It will be seen from the above that not only were the
Seignorial titles continued after the Conquest but the old
actes of Fealty and Homage as well.
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Dunn Biography

The Hon. Mr. Dunn played a notable part not only in
the history of St. Armand but in the early history of Lower
Canada under the British Regime. He was born in England
in 1731 and arrived in Canada shortly after the Conquest,
engaged in trade and came into early prominence. In 1764
he was appointed a member of the first Legislative Council
in Quebec. In 1775 he was appointed a Judge of the Court
of King’s Bench by Sir Guy Carleton, afterwards Lord Dor-
chester. He was a member of the New Council formed
under the Quebec Act in 1774 and one of the five selected
by Carleton for the Special Privy Council. On the passing
of the Constitutional Act in 1791 he was appointed one of
the first executive and legislative Councillors of the Lower
Province and during five different periods acted as
President of the Legislative Council. On the departure of Sir
Robert Milnes in 1805 he assumed the administration of the
Province adopting the title of “President” and continued to
act until the arrival of Sir James Craig in October 1807.
Again in 1811, during the interval between the departure of
Craig and the arrival of Sir George Prevost, he was
entrusted with the administration. Although an Englishman
by birth he had all the adaptability of a Scot and was
immensely popular with the French Canadians. He married
a Miss Henriette Guichaud. Christie’s History of Lower
Canada, Vol. I, p. 253, gives a summary of his remarks on
opening the Legislature in 1807, at a time when war with
the Americans appeared to be imminent and at p. 254
the history goes on to say:

“The Assembly heartily responded to the venerable and
respected President, ‘It is highly flattering to us' said they
‘that this Meeting of the Legislature, enjoined by our
invaluable Constitution, and in the absence of the Governor
and Lieutenant Governor, should take place during your
Honour's Presidency, since another opportunity is thereby
afforded of rendering to your Honour that tribute of gratitude
which your conduct, during so long residence amongst us, so
justly merits’. A more gratifying and disinterested encomium
could not be offered, bespeaking alike the worth of Mr. Dunn,
an English gentleman who had come to the country, shortly
after the Conquest, in mercantile pursuits, and resided in it
from that to the present time, and the just appreciation
of character and friendly disposition on the part of those
with whom he had thus lived on the best of terms, equally
creditable to him and to them.”

He died at Quebec in 1818 at the ripe age of 87 years
and left three sons, Thomas, William and Robert. The
second became Major General William Dunn, a distinguished
military officer.
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CHAPTER III

The Loyalists — They prefer Missisquoi Bay to Cataraqui
— Petitions for land grants by Meyers, Wehr and others —
Purchase of old Indian Title — The Ruiters and others be-
come squatters — Personalia — Troubles follow with the
Governor and settlers ordered to vacate — Provisional allow-
ances stopped — Governor Haldimand recalled — Petition
made for restoration of allowances — Successful conclusion.

The Loyalists

The definitive treaty of Peace following the American
Revolution was signed on September 3, 1783, and so far
as St. Armand was concerned all the territory South of
the forty-fifth parallel of latitude was ceded to the United
States. The St. Armand Seignory thus lost about two-thirds
of its territory. As was seen above the Hon. Thomas Dunn
had perfected his title to the remaining one-third, but
events had got ahead of him in the Seignory itself.

Long before the conclusion of hostilities a movement of
the Loyalist families from the American territory had com-
menced. In many cases it was not entirely voluntary. Lampee
makes mention of laws enacted by the New York Legislature
in 1780 and in 1781 for the “Removal of the families of
Persons who have joined the enemy.” They were to be
given twenty days’ notice to depart and the authorities were
empowered to take and sell their goods and chattels and
apply the money to the expense of their removal. Lampee
cites returns made under these laws as to wives who had
been ordered to depart within twenty days. Among them are
names which appear later in the early history of Missisquoi
Bay — Rebecca Ruyter, Catherina Best, Elizabeth Ruyter,
Elizabeth Hogle, Jane Hogle.

Concentration points were named where these parties
designated for removal were to report with two weeks’
provisions. From these places the refugees were forwarded
under a flag of truce to Crown Point where they boarded
British vessels that brought them to Pointe au Fer and
thence to St. Johns. To the end of the war there was a
constant succession of these “flags” over the Lake bringing
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refugee families from New York and New England. As
the Loyalists for the most part entered the Province in a
distressed or destitute condition the Government was placed
under the necessity of providing for their maintenance and
comfort. Many of the heads of families were in active
service with one or other of the Loyalist Corps and on the
conclusion of hostilities joined their families. In a petition
now in the Dominion Archives many of them are listed as
having resided in Canada since 1776 and 1777.

The problem as to what to do with these Loyalist
refugees soon became a very embarrassing one. Having lost
their homes and possessions in the United States, due to
their having remained loyal, it was not unnatural that they
should have felt that they were entitled to special considera-
tion and the insistence of their demands became a source
of irritation to the Government. Lord North had suggested
to Sir Frederick Haldimand, then the Governor, that the
Loyalist refugees at St. Johns and Montreal should be settled
between the St. Lawrence and the United States boundary
but this was opposed by Haldimand who was strongly of
opinion that their settlement near the United States
boundary would lead to trouble. It was eventually decided
to settle them at Cataraqui, now Kingston.

In the meantime certain of the Loyalists at St. Johns
had been busy making their own plans. They were not
at all enamoured with the idea of going to Cataraqui — as
Captain Sherwood! said in his report to Major Matthews,
Secretary to Governor Haldimand:

“It is not in my power to describe to you the many
artful measures taken to dissuade the people from settling at
Cataraqui. It is industriously reported that the Indians have
protested against that settlement and have already killed ard
sculp’d several Loyalists — that the Mohawks are to have all
the land worth settling in that country, that the people will
have no security for their lands or provisions but will be
liable to be deprived of both at any time.”

Their minds on the contrary turned strongly towards
Missisquoi Bay. Many of the Loyalists at St. Johns had
joined the British at Crown Point and a great deal of the
fighting had been done up and down Lake Champlain. Missis-
quoi Bay, which was practically the only portion of the Lake
remaining in Canada, was well known to them.

1Captain Sherwood was Commander of the “Loyal Block House,”
the British post at Dutchman's Point on North Hero and also a
Secret Service agent of the Government. The British continued for
about thirteen years to maintain a fort at Dutchman’s Point, although
on the American side of the new boundary line.
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As Lampee puts it:

“As General Haldimand's preparations for a settlement
on the upper St. Lawrence. were in progress, it was only
natural that the attention of the Loyalists at St. Johns §hould
be directed to the advantages of the unoccupied region at
nearby Missisquoi Bay. During the war the region had bf;en
continually traversed by the Provincial scouting and foraging
parties, and hence was well known to these Loyalists at St.
Johns. The land was reasonably fertile and partially cleared,
and it enjoyed the advantage of a water transportation. Most
important to the minds of prospective settlers, there would be
a ready market for their produce at St. Johns, only twenty
miles by land and sixty by water. Finally, it was easily
accessible and not too far removed from previous connections
at the other end of the Lake. These were advantages that
contrasted strongly with the remote isolation of Cataraquj.’:
The records at the Archives show some twenty petitions
for land on Missiquoi Bay by Loyalist and American groups

or individuals between 1783 and 1792.

Space will not permit us to deal individually with these
applications but an interesting review of them will be found
in Lampee’s work.

The first and perhaps the most insistent came from
Captain John Walter Meyers, popularly known as “John
Waltermire,” and Ensign Thomas Sherwood and their
associates who petitioned for a grant of land along the forty-
fifth parallel to the Eastward of Missisquoi Bay. Their first
petition was made August 30, 1783.

Meyers had served in the Burgoyne Campaign and was
later posted as a captain in Jessups “Loyal Rangers.” Sher-
wood was also of the Loyal Rangers. Not having received a
reply from Quebec they renewed their application in October,
on behalf of themselves and some two hundred and fifty
enumerated rank and file of the Loyal Rangers “who were
indeed very anxious in full hopes and great expectations
that His Excellency’s answer would be favorable, they having
had great fears that they would be compelled to go to some
distant counties.”

Lampee points out that this memorial while signed by
Meyers and Sherwood is easily recognized from the flam-
boyant literary style as the work of Christian Wehr,
Lieutenant in the Royal Yorkers. Wehr, a native of Germany,
from Claverack, Albany County, N.Y. had joined the
British forces in 1777. He afterwards played a prominent
part in the settlement of Philipsburg and his remains lie in
th: old cemetery. The parish register contains the following
entry: .

“Christian Wehr Senr. of this Seignory, Lieut. of the

King's Royal Regt. of New York, on half pay, died on the
31st day of December, 1824, in the ninety-third year of his
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age and was buried on the 3rd day of January, 1825, in the

presence of his son.
Christian Wehr — Hannah Strite.”

Meyer’s October letter brought a reply from Major
Matthews, Secretary to the Governor, dated 15th January,
1784, to the effect that His Excellency had declined settling
the King’s lands in the district in question on account “of
the inconveniences that would infallibly arise to settlers in
that quarter from their proximity to the Americans who
cannot be expected, at least for some years, to become good
neighbors.”

Not discouraged, Meyers renewed his application and
this time received a sharp reply from Matthews, dated
February 16, 1784, to the effect that His Excellency, while
desirous of gratifying the wishes of the Loyalists in all
things consistent with propriety “does mot think fit, merely
to gratify a few individuals whose views point to a paltry
traffic with the colonies rather than a spirit of cultivation,
to risk the consequences mentioned in my former letter.”

As Meyer was absent when this reply was received
Christian Wehr took up the correspondence in his own name.
His letter although published by Lampee, is worth repro-
ducing, not only as a summation of the position of the
Loyalists but as an example of Wehr’s somewhat extravagant
literary style:

“St, Johns, March 2nd, 1784.
May it Please Your Excellency

We humbly beg to inform your Excellency That we
received a letter from Major Mathews dated Feby 16th in
answer to a letter to your Excellency, concerning the Kings
lands East of Missisque Bay, and we are very sorry to hear,
that your Excellency has so bad an opinion of us, as to our
views of settling them lands we Petition for, as if it were only
for the sake of Trafficing with the Colonies, we humbly beg
to inform your Excellency, that it is nowise our intention, nor
never was, to settle East of Missisque Bay with a view to
Traffic with the Colonies, no, it is quite otherwise, for we
do assure Your Excellency, that our only aim is, the culti-
vation of the lands and not Traffic — We can not but think
that the spirit of cultivation will fail, if we consider that
/we shall or must go, to a place, where our labor will be
in vain, because we must almost expend the value of our
produce before we can bring it to a market, and moreover
it borders very nigh upon exile, if a man that possesses any
spirit of Freedom, must Go to a place where he does not wish
to go, and if Your Excellency is of opinion that there is
but a few of us, and them few has no spirit of cultivation,
we humbly beg your Excellency will Please to order, or
permit, two or more men, to go round to the Loyalists, and let
them signefy, by signing their names to what Place they
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would wish to go, and then your Excellency will find, that it
is not a few individuals only who now so earnestly, and
humbly Petition your Excellency for their lands, East of
Missisque Bay but that there are more than three hundred,
of whom the most General Part have been well liveing
Farmers, and sons of able farmers, before the Rebellion in
America, and those People who were brought up to cultivate
the ground, have no other way, nithere do they desire any
other ways to maintain themselis and Families, than by
cultivation, therefore we humbly beg since we all have been
such Great sufferers by being driven from our homes and
connectlons, that we might have our land Granted in the
Parts we have Petitioned for, which would afford us some
satisfaction.

And as for quarrelling with our nighbors we have not
the least apprehension, of being in any more danger from
the United States by being settled in the Place we Petition
for, as in the upper countrys or on Caldwells Manor.

We most humbly beg Pardon of Your Excellency for
troubling yaqu so much concerning the aforesaid lands, but
since it is of so much consequence to mankind to live in the
Place, where they can make the most of their labour, and
where they are most inclined to settle, that it constitutes the
Greater half of their Happiness in this world. Therefore, we
can pot find it in our hearts to leave off begging and Praying,
until Your Excellency in your Clemency, are most Graciously
Pleased to Grant us our lands in the Parts we Petition for, I
humbly beg to subscribe myselfe, with due respect,

Your Excellencys
Most obedient, and very humble serv.,
Christian Wehr.

N.B. Since Captain Waldemeyer is from home, and we do not
know when he will return again, the rest of the
Officers and men which are at this place Desired that
I might write the foregoing letter in my name, and
humbly beg, that if Your Excellency will Please to
condescend, to send us an answer, do direct it to
Chn. Wehr Lieut.”

During the course of this correspondence between
Meyers and Wehr with Quebec, other Loyalists had been
bombarding Quebec with applications for grants of land in
the Missisquoi area; among them were Col. John Peters
who figured prominently in Burgoyne’s campaign and Alex-
ander Taylor and other Loyalists at St. Johns. All were
refused. Peters’ application contained the usual representa-
tion as to “certain Loyalists objecting to going to so remote
a place as Cataraqui” but he does not appear to have taken
any further part in the Missisquoi Settlement. Alexander
Taylor, on the other hand, was one of the leading figures
in the later settlement.

In the meantime Messrs. Meyers, Wehr and their
associates had made up their minds that if they could not
get their lands on Missisquoi Bay in one way they would
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in another. On February 24, 1784, Captain Justus Sherwood,
of the Secret Service, reported to headquarters that the
Missisquoi Bay party had given up the project except a
few headed by Pritchard! and Ruiter who had purchased
what they called an old Indian title from which they were
selling lots and had actually begun a settlement.

This reference to an old Indian title requires explana-
tion. In 1765 James Robertson, a trader of St. Johns,
became attracted by the possibilities of the old mill site on
the Missisquoi River at Swanton and on June 13, 1765,
negotiated a ninety-one year lease with a number of the
Abenakis for a quantity of land adjoining their settlement.
A copy will be found at p. 105 of Lampee’s book. Robertson
reestablished the Levasseur saw mill and embarked on
lumbering on an extensive scale. The timber was rafted
to St. Johns where there was now an active market following
the cession of Canada by the French to the British in
1763. Robertson’s territory however became involved in the
somewhat acrimonious squabble between the Governors of
New Hampshire and New York in which the Allen brothers,
Ethan and Ira, figured so prominently.

In 1763 New Hampshire granted the Townships of
Highgate and Swanton to Samuel Hunt and Isaac Goodrich
and their associates. In an effort to straighten out the
difficulties between New Hampshire and New York the King
had forbidden New York to make any more grants in the
Hampshire territory. Regardless of this prohibition Governor
Dunmore of New York in 1771 granted as the Patent of
Prattsburg the same lands as those granted by New Iiamp-
shire as the Township of Swanton. The grantees under
Dunmore’s patent were Simon Metcalfe and his wife.
Robertson was either dispossessed by or sold out to
Metecalfe who continued to operate the property until the
American Revolution when he got out or was captured.
When he came back after the War he found that the
property had been purchased by Ira Allen from the Govern-
ment and he was subsequently awarded compensation. It will
be seen that Robertson had neither had title to or
possession of the property for many years and in any
event his so called lease from the Indians never purported
to cover ground as far around Missisquoi Bay as the
Canadian border. However, little difficulties of this sort
did not seem to bother Mr. Robertson — by then an old
man — nor prevent him from representing to Meyers and
his associates that he had a good lease of the property.
Robertson referred them to a Mr. Dobie in Mentreal who

1Vide p. 23.
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confirmed his statement and apparently added that the lease
was founded on the old seignorial grant to Levasseur, a
statement that was obviously incorrect. Not only did Meyers
and Ruiter go to Montreal but Ruiter and Best—Ruiter’s
brother-in-law—went to Missisquoi and ran a line as the
result of which they convinced themselves that some 20,000
acres of the Robertson territory fell within the Province of
Quebec. Thereupon, as Lampee reports, a bargain was struck
between Robertson and Pritchard on behalf of himself and
the others and the lease purchased for the sum of sixty
pounds.

Captain Azariah Pritchard who had become associated
with the group had attained considerable notoriety in the
contraband trade between the British and the Americans
during the Revolution. He apparently played with both sides
and was trusted by neither. He would seem to have double-
crossed the Missisquoi group as well. Having satisfied
himself that none of the Robertson lands extended into
Canada he got rid of his share. He was, however, summoned
to Quebec when the others were later summoned. Finding
himself again in trouble with the Government—as Lampee
relates—he addressed a memorial to headquarters couched
in the most extravagant terms piously disclaiming any
intention of opposing the wishes of the Government. He
claimed that having satisfied himself that none of the land
lay within the Province he had strongly urged his associates
to desist from the project. He would “rather risk himself
in the field of battle than to incur a frown from His
Excellency.” However, we are running ahead of our story.

It will be recalled that on February 24, 1784, Sherwood
had advised headquarters of the projected settlement. On
March 1 he wrote Major Matthews, Secretary to the
Governor, advising him that settlement had actually begun.

“Sir,

I inclose a letter from Mr. Cass in behalf of the
unincorporated Loyalists at Machiche, and shall not give him
any answer ’till I hear from you on the subject.—The people
at this place seem well inclin'd for Cataraqui except a
number who are dictated by Captain Myers & Pritchard, Lt.
Ruyter, Lt. Wehr & Ens'n Coonrod Best. These have begun a
settlement at Missisquoi Bay and (I shudder to inform you)
declare that nothing but superior force shall drive them off

that land. My informer is Doctor Smyth who I suppose will
write you on the subject.”

Matthews wrote Sherwood on March 8 that the refusal
to settle the locality had been arrived at after mature
deliberation, but His Excellency desired to have a full account
of any Loyalists who might be there: he did not believe that
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any of them would venture to settle them contrary to
express commands. Sherwood replied on March 12:

“In answer to your letter of the 8th I have sent Mr.
Cass an extract of that part of it respecting his letter to me,
with such observations of my own, as I conceiv'd most proper
to make with respect to the Missisque party. I can only
inform you at present that Capt. W. Myers, Capt. Henry
Ruyter, Lieuts. Wehr, Ruyter & Best with a number of
men I believe mostly from Rogers Core, are at work & have
erected some houses about three miles South of the mouth of
Pike River and on that part of rock River which runs in this
Province. Capt. Ruyter has taken up a yoke of oxen of his
own and Capt. W. Myers told Ens'n Sherwood that he had
already got a sufficient quantity of land clear'd to raise
1000 bushels of corn.—I am surpriz'd that Doctor Smyth has
not wrote you on the subject, he was the man who informed
me that those people were determined ‘not to move off from
that land for the generals order or any other nor to be
drove off except by a superior force, for by Ld. Norths
declaration they had a right to settle on any of the King’s
land they should choose in this Province.’

I think those were the Doctor’s words precisely to me
and he told me he should write to you at large on the
subject which I advised him by all means not to fail of doing.

I shall, as you direct, send a confidential person to the
spot, and when I get certain information of the particulars,
shall acquaint you with it as soon as possible, but must
request not to appear as an informer, as those people are
already very jealous tho' on the ground that I have prevented
them from obtaining the Missisque Land. I apprehend there
will be some difficulty in ascertaining wheather they are on
Crown lands or private property; you shall, however, have
the story in short as I have heard it from the partys
concerned—Capt. Pritchard purchased an Indian title or
claim from old Mr. Robertson of St. Johns for 60 guineas or
thereabouts; this he sold out in parcels to the people
above mentioned not reserving any for himself, as he found
by mensuration, that the Indian title fell mostly or all in
Vermont, but I am informed that the purchasers by a strech
of measuring lately performed by themselves, brought the
Indian title as far into this Province as the mouth of Pike
River—Doctor Harris, son-in-law of Mr. Robertson, is at
present endeavouring to render Pritchard’s bargin invallid by
proving Robertson insane. Capt. Ross and Dr. Moseley, who
you saw at Quebec, are in persuit of the same land under
a french grant to one Mr. Le versere and I believe are on
the point of concluding a bargain for 1000£ with an agent in
Montreal whose name I have not heard. They have proffer'd
me a share of one/sixteenth part, but I want advice wheather
Le versere's title will be good or not before I can give them
an answer.”

As instructed, Sherwood sent Sergeants Closson and
Sweet to investigate the new settlements. Their report gave
the names of the settlers with lots attached:
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“upon the east side of Messisque Bay who says they have
bought lands of Mr. Robertson at St. Johns who bought it
from the Indians nine miles south of Missisque River and
nine miles north of Missisque River, bounding upon the
Lake”:

“Lot No. 1. Harmonus Best Ensign
2. George Feller
3. Christian Wehr Lieutenant
4. Messrs. Martin & Taylor Merchants in Rookery

occupied by John Mock with a hut built, his
family in it, & one horse.
. John Ruiter Lieutenant. House built and his
family in it, has a horse and cow.
. Captain Ruiter, with a hut built and is building
a house and has a yoke of oxen.
. Conrad Best beginning
. James Loveless
. Abraham Hyatt.
All north of the province line.

Loy & O

N.B. There are thirteen hired men in the officer’'s employ
viz: W. Meyers and the two Ruiters, and the lots are
all laid in this province.”

This report was signed by Caleb Closson and Oliver
Sweet, both Loyal Rangers detailed on Secret Service duty,
who also told Sherwood that the officers had sworn that
they would have the lands, and settle them, whatever the
consequences might be.

Dr. Smyth, who was referred to in Sherwood’s letters
of March 1 and 12, made his report on March 19:

“Dear Sir:

The other day Captn Sherwood shew'd me a letter from
Head Quarters respecting those who intended to settle upon
the lands at Massisque and that it was expected I should
write to you on that subject &c.; as I communicated all I
knew of the matter to Captain, in order he should transmit
it to the Commander in Chief I thought it needless for me
to trouble you. If there is not a stop put to them, I believe
they are still determin’d to settle on those lands, but some
of them was stop’d Yesterday from going there, when on
their way with furniture, baggage, provisions, etc,, and I am
informed that Lt. Reuiter, who is absent for some time, is
now on the land building.—The pretended proprietors are
Captain Pritchard, Myers, and Reuiter, Lieuts. Wehr, Reuiter
and Best, Ens'n Best, Messrs. Martin & Taylor with two
others whose names 1 have not learn’d.”

The pretended proprietors were no doubt those who
had been associated in the purchase of the Robertson lease.
Closson and Sweet list only those who were actually on the
ground. Captains Pritchard and Meyers have already been
referred to as has Lieut. Christian Wehr.

The Ruiter brothers, from Pittstown, Albany County,
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had excellent war records and were esteemed highly by their
superior officers. Captain Henry Ruiter afterwards settled
at Caldwell’'s Manor and acted as intermediary between
the Hon. Thos. Dunn and the Missisquoi Bay settlers.
Lieutenant John Ruiter settled in Missisquoi Bay, after-
wards Philipsburg, and later acted as Dunn’s agent until
his death, when he was replaced by his son Philip. He built
the first house of any consequence. It remained standing
until a few years ago next to Gallagher’s Hotel, which was
built as an annex to the South of it. Incidentally while John
Ruiter is listed as a Lieutenant he had apparently had the
rank of Captain and had acted as paymaster both at St.
Johns and Sorel. His account books with receipts for sub-
sistence are still in Philipsburg. Among them are receipts
for subsistence from Captain Azariah Pritchard dated at
St. Johns in February 1782 and from Captain Henry Ruiter
dated at Sorel July 31, 1779. Incidentally the latter signed
himself “Handrick Ruiter Capt.” indicating his Teutonic
origin. Other receipts are signed at Vercheres.

The two Bests, Conrad and Hermanus, were also
brothers and from Hoosick, Albany County. They were
both Loyal Rangers. Hermanus later took up two of the
lakeshore farms now owned by the writer. Conrad died at
Missisquoi Bay in 1785.

Messrs. Martin and Taylor were, as indicated, from
“The Rookery” at St. Johns. During the war there had
been continuous complaints from the military authorities at
St. Johns in respect to the illicit sale of liquor to the troops
from a building near the fort known as “The Rookery.” No
record of what became of John Martin is to be found but
Alexander Taylor became one of the leading citizens of
Missisquoi Bay and his remains lie buried in the cemetery.
The headstone is marked:

Alexander Taylor — born at Perthshire, Scotland
died at Philipsburg Jan. 22, 1826.

One of his sons, James Taylor, took up a part of the Kay
property and built the front portion of the present Kay
house. Another of his sons, Ralph Taylor, was one of the
two first members elected for Missisquoi after it had
been carved out of the old County of Bedford at the election
of the 4th December, 1829. For a biographical sketch see
the fifth report of the Missisquoi County Historical Society.
Ralph Taylor’s house stood on the site of the present Bibaud
& Roy store and Post Office.

George Feller is listed in a later petition as a Loyalist
in New York in 1779 and as having been in Canada since
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1783. In the same petition John Mock is listed as Johannes
Mock, a private in Jessups Corps of Loyal Rangers and as
having been in Canada since 1777. James Loveless was a
young man, the son of Thomas Loveless who had been
executed as a spy by General Stark at Saratoga in the fall
of 1781. He was evidently associated in business with or had
acted as bookkeeper for John Martin of the Rookery as a
number of receipts for goods, principally wet, given to John
Ruiter bear his very ornate signature “for John Martin.”
Abraham Hyatt is listed in the same old petition as a
Loyalist of the Loyal Rangers in 1777 and as having been
in Canada since 1780. He was the father of Gilbert Hyatt
who later moved to the site of what is now the City of Sher-
brooke and built mills at the large waterfall on the Magog
River near its junction with the St. Francis. Sherbrooke
was for many years known as “Hyatt’s Mills.” At the time
of the petition above referred to Gilbert was listed as having
been a corporal in Jessups Corps and as having settled on
the Missisquoi River.

What followed on Captain Sherwood’s reports is best
described by Lampee as follows:

“The next development was a letter on March 22nd
from Mathews to Major Campbell at St. Johns, desiring him
to send an officer to the new settlements. This officer was to
have orders, if the settlements were within the province line,
to notify the people that His Excellency required that they
desist from settling in that quarter; the principal men were
to report without loss of time at Quebec; all others were to
go to St. Johns. Should the settlements prove to be within
the American lines, he was to acquaint the settlers of His
Excellency’s command with the fact and notify them that
they were no longer to expect provisions or any indulgence
experienced by His Majesty’s loyal subjects within the
province. The officer was to be very particular in his remarks
and specify in his report the names and descriptions of all
persons that he might find there.”

Lieutenant William Buckley of the 29th Regiment was
chosen for this mission and his report which follows is of
particular interest as it gives an account of the first settle-
ment of Missisquoi Bay:

“St, Johns, 31st March, 1784.
Sir,

In consequence of your orders and instructions to inquire
into the situation of the new Settlers on the Rivers Pike and
Rock on the Messisqui Bay I proceeded from the East side
the River (& by the direction of the guide Serjt. Campbell)
march’d along the Province line till I came to the said Bay—
distance about seven miles, finding a boundry Post mark'd

I took an Observation from the opposite side the Bay
remarking a house North of the line supposed a mile and an
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half — Crossing the Bay about five Miles Eastward Came on
the Boundry Post and going North I came to
the house I observ’d belonging to Lieut. Ruiter and within
the line about two miles tho' in a direct course not more
than a mile and an half — he has with him his Wife two Sons
fone small) and a Son of Capt. Ruiters.

A short distance North Capt. Ruiter has built the frame
of a house — distance from the line about a Mile and three
quarters — Lijeut. Best has begun to cutt some wood for
the purpose of building — distance from the line about two
Miles — Abram Hyatt late Private Soldier in Major Jessop's
Corps has begun to build — distance from the line about two
miles and a quarter — he has two Sons one has been a
Corporal in the said Corps and a Servant who has been
Private.

John Mock late Private Soldier in Major Jessops has
built a hutt — distance from the Bay about a Mile and the
same distance within the line he has a Wife five Daughters
And two Small Sons.

Capt. Myers has built a hutt a short distance from the
River Rock and near three miles from the Bay and about
a mile within the line—has in family his Wifes Brother a
small Son and a Servant late private in Major Jessopps.

Several others are concern’d I understand in the Purchase
of an Indian lease with the above mention’d but have not
pitch’d on lands (except Ensign Ormond* Best Lieut Wise* and
one Fellows who came lately from N York — the three last
mention'd are not on the spot nor have they cutt any timber
for building — No Settlers have begun on Pike River nor do I
hear will be any — such of the Heads I mett with on the
spott I order'd Away to Quebec and their Familys to St.
Johns, but I beg leave to Pass My opinion the Women and
Children will not be able to quit until a Warter Communica-
tion takes place. :

I am
Sir
your most obedient humble Servant
Wm. Buckley,
Lieut. 29th Regmt.

Major Campbell

(endorsed) Report
Lieut. Buckley.”

Lampee goes on to say:

“Buckley’s report was forwarded to headquarters on
April 2nd by Major Campbell. Although informed that
Pritchard had disposed of his share in the land, the Major
had thought it proper, in view of the fact that Pritchard
had been a leading figure in the whole transaction, to order
him to Quebec also. Lieutengnt Ruiter was ill of the rheuma-
tism and unable to travel with the others; Campbell regretted
that Ruiter and his brother were concerned in the affair,
as they had always been looked upon as honest, inoffensive
men of approved loyalty and ever forward in the service of

*sic; probably Buckley's corruption of “Herman” or ‘“Hermanus.”
*sic; probably reads “Wire” (Wehr) in the original in the British
Museum,
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the government. He added that, as Mr. Buckley had observed,
the condition of the swamps and rivers was such that it
would be impossible to move the families until the spring
was farther advanced.

Campbell’'s letter enclosing Lieutenant Buckley's report
was acknowledged on April 8th, with permission for the
families to remain where they were until the season would
admit of their being removed with convenience. A few days
later Captain Meyers wrote to Mathews from St. Johns,
reciting the hardship it would entail for him to be obliged
to proceed to Quebec.”

However to Quebec they went, but their reception would not
seem to have daunted the redoubtable Lieutenant Christian
Wehr for on April 22 Sherwood wrote to Matthews from

St. Johns:

“Lijeut. Wehr has returned from Quebec and gives great
encouragement of obtaining the Missisque land for which
purpose he is promoting a subscription for a new Petition
to His Excellency.”

Now the battle began in earnest and became part of a
general struggle between the Richelieu Valley Loyalists and
the Government, for Sherwood added:

“Dr. Mosely and Capt. Ross are likewise endeavouring
to draw the Loyalists from_their Seigniory at Yamaska. In
short if we are not soon removed from this cursed place,
every intention for the good and union of the Loyalists will
be counteracted by underhand designing fellows.”

Sherwood’s information proved to be correct as on April 27
Wehr wrote a letter to headquarters indignantly denying that
Pritchard had told any of them that the Indians had no
lands in the Province. He went on in his letter to ask leave
again
“ ‘o proceed in settling them Indian lands, as we have
begun, for it is to be considered that the season is at hand,
for to make gardens and have some little spots of land
cleared for Indian corn, potatoes, etc., without which, it is
hard to make a liveing, and money we have none to buy
them, and since I think, and am persuaded, that we are not on
the King’s lands, and His Excellency knowes, or at least.
might know better (if he pleases to take that trouble)
as I do, how that Indian land lays, wherefore we humbly
hope and beg, His Excellency will be most Graciously pleased
to acquaint Major Campbell, that we, only the concerned may
proceed in settling our Indian lands, which I can assure you
would be the greatest happiness we the concerned have met
with, ‘since the beginning of this late unhappy Rebellion in
North America’.”

He followed this up two days later with another letter
enclosing the names of some three hundred Loyalists desirous
of settling at Missisquoi Bay. Matthews’ reply was such as
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to leave no doubt as to the Government’s decision. He
wrote:

“‘I have lajd your letter before His Excellency, and am
commanded to repeat to you, what you were with much pains,
and by every official Authority here informed of, that no part
of the Indian lands are within the Boundary line of this
province, and that His Excellency will not, upon any account
whatever, grant a single acre of the Crown Land in that
quarter, nor permit any person whosoever to settle there.
All persons who shall think fit to withdraw themselves from
this province and retire within the American line, have His
Excellency’s permission to depart whenever they shall think
fit, but as they cannot in that event be any longer considered
subjects of the King, they will of course forfeit all pretentions
to the protection of His Government. In regard to the
general request for the lands east of the Missisqui Bay, His
Excellency was in hopes that the strong terms, in which his
pleasure upon that subject was (from the necessity of
repeated applications) conveyed to you in my letter of 8th.
March, would have been sufficient to convince the parties
concerned of His Excellency's determination and to have
prevented another application from them, to that letter I am
directed to refer you, for His Excellency's ultimate resolu-
tion'.”

Lampee adds that:

“The preceding letter was enclosed in another under a
flying seal to Major Campbell, in which Matthews acquainted
him of His Excellency’s determination and referred to the
'indecent perseverance of the parties concerned, which was
beyond conception.’ Campbell was directed to send for Mr.
Wehr and to inform him that he (Major Campbell) had
orders to make enquiries from time to time if any person
should presume to settle at Missisquoi Bay, and that if they
did he was to destroy their houses!”

No doubt Major Campbell carried out his instructions and
advised Christian Wehr of the orders which he had received
but this does not seem to have softened the determination
of the doughty settlers at Missisquoi who had already
intimated that they would only be moved by superior
force. It was apparently decided to starve them out. Up fo
this time all the Loyalists had received provisions and other
allowances. A general rendezvous of the Loyalists had been
arranged for Sorel from which point they were to be
removed to Cataraqui on May 24, 1784. Matthews instructed
Major Campbell, Major Jessup and Captain Sherwood that
from that date, May 24, those who persisted and refused
to settle with the rest were to have their allowances
stopped. Captain Sherwood wrote to Major Matthews from
St. Johns on May 1, as follows:

usn,'
I have received your favour of 26th Ulto, and shall give
Major Campbell every assistance in my power in Collecting
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the sentiments of the Loyalists which I fear will be very
difficult as they are much divided by the intrigues of a few
designing men. I am informed that a subscription for Missis-
que Bay is handing about at Sorel, Mountreal and this place
privately, and that the people who Choose to settle there,
or on private seignorys are promised their provision by
contribution by private Gentlemen, as long as the other
Loyalists get it from Gov't if His Excellency shall refuse to
grant it to them.

It is not in my power to describe to you the many
artful measures taken to disswade the people from settling
at Cataracqui. It is industrously reported that the Indians
have protected against that settlement and have already
killed & sculp’d several Loyalists—that the Mohawks are to
have all the land worth settling in that country, that the
people will have no security for their lands, or provisions
but will be liable to be deprived of both at any time.

I have made every possible effort in publick & private
to counteract those false insinuators, & to promote harmony
in which I was successfull untill Lieut. Wehr's arrival from
Quebec with such incouragement for the Missisque Settlem’t
as put all in Confusion again.

Monday 3d. I was too ill to compleat this letter by
the last post & have now an opportunity of acknowledging
your favour of the 29th inclosing Mr. Pritchard’s narritive
and a draught on Capt. Maurer for 24£. Pritchard’s assertions
contradict his former conduct and conversation, but I believe
he heartily repents, and is fully determined not to oppose
measures recommended by Govt. I wish all the other malcon-
tents were as pliable but some of them seem implacable.

I hope & pray that the removal of the Loyalists may
soon take place, and I heartily wish His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief may be at Sorel at the time of the
general rendevous, as I think His presence would strike a
damp on these turbulent spirits who, I know are determined
to make disturbance.

I am exceedingly unhealthy at present which I believe is
not a little owing to perplexity of mind.”

Major Jessup also wrote from Sorel under date May 9:
“Sir,

I have received your letter af the 29th of last month
and have as far as I have had opertunity communicated to
the Loyalists His Excellency's concern on account of the
Discontents of many of them and is determined not to
grant the lands in the Neighborhood of Missisque Bay and to
His Inclination to fullfill His Majesty’s Gracious Intentions
for the advantageous Settlements (of) those people in which

I hope he may succeed notwithstanding the pains taken by
some persons to prevent it.”

The rendezvous at Sorel and the removal to Cataraqui took
place as per plan on May 24, but as the Missisquoi Bay
settlers had stuck to their guns all provisions and allow-
ances were automatically cut off. This brought a further
letter of protest from Christian Wehr dated June 30th.
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In the meantime numerous complaints had been made
as to General Haldimand’s severity in other directions. He
was a Swiss by birth and had been trained in the Prussian
Army before joining the British Army. He had distinguished
himself in the Revolutionary War which led to his appoint-
ment as Governor. He was undoubtedly a strict
disciplinarian and must have been intensely irritated by
the persistence of the Missisquoi Loyalists in questioning
his orders. As a result of the continuous complaints he was
recalled and replaced Governor by Henry Hamilton who
held office for only a year when he was replaced by
Brigadier General Hope. Sir Guy Carleton eventually came
back for a second term as Lord Dorchester.

The Missisquoi Loyalists who had been getting along
as best they could without assistance were apparently
encouraged by the change to renew their application. On
February 7, 1785, they addressed a formal petition to the
new Governor which Lampee describes as “typically
Wehresque” and which read as follows:

“To His Excellence Henry Hammelton, Esq., Governor in
and over the Province of Quebec and Territorys thereunto
belonging.

The Petition of the Subscribers humbly sheweth

That the fift day of Octr. in the Year of our Lord, 1783,
we, with many otheres Petitioned His Excellence, Fridrick
Haldemand, Esqr., the then Governor, and Commander in
Chief, for a tract of land East of Missisquie Bay, for Each
of us there to receive his Portion of land, allowed by Govern-
ment for services but not Receiving an Answer to our
Petition untill late in the Winter Fallowing, and we being
Desireous, to Git in some way of Liveing again, and to
retrieve a little our Losses (by Cultivation) which we
suffered during the unhappy troubles in North America
which losses were very considerable with some of us, and
very sorely Feel'd by Every One of us and Your humble
Petitioners would not be under necessity of troubleing you,
had they at present what they have lost and were obliged
to leave in the hands of the Enemy, since they from the
beginning of the late troubles in America, adheared to British
Government, and joined the British forces in the Year 1777,
but since, as above mentioned, were desireous to git into
some way of liveing, we bought a tract of land of Mr.
Robertson of St. Johns, and some of us settled thereon before
Ever his Excellence Fridrick Haldemand, Esqr., the late
Commander in Chief had Given Orders or Pointed out Places
for the settling of Loyalists, but so it was, that since some
of us setled at the Bay of Missisquie, and Otheres could not
move when the orderes came out for to setle at the apointed
Places by Reasson of Sickness, and Othere Hindrance in
their Families, and all of us hopeing that we should Yit Git
the land in the Parts we Petitioned for, but so it was, since
we did not Go, to the Place or Places pointed at, we were
struck off the Provisions list, part of us since the 24th of
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May last, the Otheres at Different times After, but all of
us since the 24th. Octr. last. Wherefore we most Humbly beg
of your Excellence in your Clemency, and love to Your
Fellow Men, who have sorely suffered During the late Rebel-
lion both in body and Estate and Ordere that the Provision
and Othere Donations Allowed to Loyalists, by Government,
Should be given to us from the time that Every one of us,
and Families were struck off the Provision list. And we
humbly beg your Excellence will Please to Condescend, to
favor us with an Answer, Withere we Shall have Provision,
Or no, for it is our Opinion that all Loyalists, Settling in the
Province of Quebec, are Allowed Provision wether on Kings
Land or not, if within the Province line, Moreover, we
humbly beg to inform your Excellence, that We little
Expected, Nithere do we think, that it is Governments
intention, or any Order, from our Most Gracious King, and
his Perliment, that all such of his true and faithful Subjects
as your Petitioners, Should be struc off of all bennefits from
Government, as Donations of Provs, and Othere Things,
alowed by Government. Except such and only such, who setle
in them Perticular Places, which Perhapes through the
Indication of Selfe interested Gentlemen, has been put into
the head of the late Commander in Chief, to Pointe out for
Setling of the Loyalists in the Province of Quebec, Furthere
more, we doubt, Yea we are most sure, that there is some
underhand Dealings with the kings Provs, by them who have
the posts for Giveing orders for the Loyalists Provs. as for
instance at St. Johns &c., For we sent a Petition fo Your
Excellence Decr. last and Never hear’d thereof, Wherefore
we beg Your Excellence will Please to Condescend to Derect
Your Answer to Chn. Wehr Lieut. Royl Yorkers at Missisquie
Bay, and to the care of Mr. Alexr. Taylor at St. Johns, and
if Your Excellence will most Graciously Please to Grant us
%l:r Petition, Your Petitioners as in duty bound Shall Ever
ay,

sd. Christian Wehr
Conrade Best
Christian Haver
John Ruiter
Adam Deal
John Cole
Ludwig Streit
George Feller
Josamind Drow
Lodwik Strit, Junr,
Jacob Thomas
Philip Ruiter
John Van Vorst
James Henderson
Alexr. Taylor ”

As Loyalists they had undoubtedly lost their all in
the United States and the attitude of the Administrator
was difficult for them to understand. Their only
explanation was “self interest” and “underhand dealing.”

It will be noted that several new names appear.
Christian Haver was the father-in-law of Christian Wechr.,
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Adam Deal came from Pownal, Vermont, and took up land
on the South road, now the site of the Lafayette Hotel.
0Old residents will remember both John and Elwin Deal.
They both died bachelors and their property passed to
nephews in the United States before being sold to the
promoters of the hotel. The Streits were Loyalists from
New York State but are listed as having been in Canada
since 1773. The one took up the farm which is still in
the family, while the other erected or became the proprietor
of the large brick hotel which was destroyed by fire early
in the, present century while the property of George Hogle.
Philip Ruiter must have been the son of John Ruiter. He
succevded his father as agent for Thos. Dunn and it was
after him that Philipsburg was named. There was another
Philip Ruiter, the son of Captain Henry Ruiter, who resided
with his father at Caldwell’s Manor.

This was by no means a complete list of the settlers
at Missisquoi Bay but they were no doubt the leading spirits
at the time.

The petition was transmitted to the Ministry by
Governor Hamilton and finally on August 22, 1785, Hope,
who had succeeded Hamilton as Governor, was advised that
Loyalists on private lands were to have an equal share of
the royal bounty with those on Crown lands.
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CHAPTER 1V

Loyalist settlers attempt to obtain title to lands — Petition of

Alex. Taylor and 380 other Loyalists praying for land —

Biographical notes on some of the signers of this Petition —

Derivation of name “Missisquoi” — Negotiations opened with

Hon. Thos. Dunn — Mr. Dunn visits Missisquoi Bay and ap-

points John Ruiter as his agent — Later succeeded by his
son Philip.

The Loyalists also seem to have been encouraged by
the change in Government- to attempt once more to get a
good title t¢ lands in the area. In 1786, after Carleton
came kack as Governor, the great body of the settlers
around the Bay renewed a petition they had made to Haldi-
mand in 1783 for the lands between St. Armand and
Memphremagog; they got Colonel Henry Cildwell of Quebec
(the geigneur of Caldwell’s Manor) to present it to the
Governor in December. In the minutes of the Council at
Quebec this is described as the petition of Henry Ruiter
and others, and he was probably the leader of the group,
though Alexander Taylor’s name appears first on an
accompanying list of the petitioners, which with the original
petition (Dominion Archives, S Series, Land, Sutton,
1792-7) is endorsed “Alexr. Taylor & many others praying
for Land.” Since so many of the settlers were represented
in this petition (381 in all) the list of names almost forms
a census of the region at this time, and it is also valuable
because of the details it gives on the war cervice of each
individual and the date of his migration to Canada. Among
the names the following are of local interest:
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“Claimants Names Present place In What Time of Residence

of Abode Corps Servd In Canada
Alexr. Taylor at Missisque Bay No Corps 1775 Since in TCanada
Alexr. Taylor junr. at Do. (a son to the Above

John Ruiter Lieut. Loyl R:
Christ. Wehr Lieu: in ye R:Y:

Philip Luke Ensign
Adam Deal

Caleb Henderson

Joseph Smith
Gilbert Hyatt

Chas. Miller

John Sax

Philip Ruiter Senr.
George Feller
Abram Hyatt Senr.
Garrat Sixby

Peter Miller
Ludovic Striet junr.

Lud. Striet
Francis Hogell

Abija Cheesman
Richd Cheesman

Jacob Best Senr.
Jacob Best junr.

Missisque Bay North
(of ye Prov. Line)
Missisque N:P:L:

Missisque
at Missisque

in the States

at Missisque River

Do.
at Missisque
at Missisque Bay N; of
P:L: & has 8 Sons
at Missisque River

at Missisque Bay
at Missisque Bay

at Missisque River
at Missisque Bay
at Missisque River

Do.
in Surrelle

at Caldwell’'s M:Sth of
Yel.
Do.
in the States
Do.

Taylor)
Jessops Corps L:R:

(Sr. Jnos Johnstone
(Corps of the 2nd
(B. R. Yorkers
(Ensign in Butler's
(Rangers

(private in R:R:
(New Y,

(in Major Jesop's
(Corps a Serjeant &
(Commissary

in Jesop’s Corps

Do. Corporal
a Loyalist
(a Setler in hans-
pect Yagers in 1779
(a Volunteer Loyl.
(Rangr. in Jesops
Loyalist in N:York
(in 1779
(A Loyalist L.
(Rengrs.
in Butler's Rangers
K:R: Rangers Gesopps
No Corps

Do.
Command'd by Ma:
Jesop pension'r.

Since the yr 1777
& was in Bourg: Camp

(1777 & was in
(Bourgoyne's Camp
1777 & is 2 years

in Canada since peace
1777 in Canada since

1777 Since Canada
& Now in ye States

1777 Since in Canada
1778 &c

1776
Since ye year 1783
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1780 Since in Canada
In Canada Since 1783
1777 In Canada Since 1780
1777 Now in Canada
1776 since in Canada
1773 from N. York
Still in Canada
Do.

1777 Since Canada




For some reason the name of Hermanus Best does not
appear on the list although he came up with his brother
Conrad from Hoosick, New York, and his nephew, Jacob
Best Jr. lived with him. John Ruiter was married to a
sister. From the Report on Ontario Archives, 1904, Part I,
p.386, we learn that a claim for compensation for losses as
a Loyalist was made by Hermanus Best for the widow and
children of the late Jacob Best Sr. The synopsis of the
evidence on this claim shows that “Jacob Best Sr. died at
Carlton Island in 1783. He was then a soldier in Sir John
Johnston’s Regt. His wife and children were then in the
States. He was a native of America. In 1775 ‘he lived at
Hoosick and was always steadily loyal. He joined Gen.
Burgoyne and after the Convention came to Canada and
enlisted in Sir John Johnston’s Regt. He served until his
death in 1783. Jacob Best Jr. sworn, says that when his
father came to Canada in 1777 the rebels took his stock,
viz. 4 horses, some cattle, and sheep but he cannot
remember all that was taken. He now resides with his
uncle Hermanus Best at Missisque Bay. Hermanug Best
lives on Indian lands in Missisque Bay. He thinks it is
within British lines.”

The “Indian lands” now are a part of the writer's
farms on the shore of the Bay.

0Old residents will remember the last of the Best family.
Poor old Ed. Best drove the stage from Philipsburg to St.
Armand. He was a bit of a rural philosopher. His philo-
sophy of life was “what’s the good of staying poor when
you can get rich for a quarter.” Beer was then five cents
a glass. His brother Charles lived with his blind sister,
Hannah, on the shore of the Bay opposite the old farms
in a cottage owned by the late Mr. Horsey. His only beverage
was Radway’s Ready Relief, a bottle of which he always
carried in his hip pocket.

A few of the families founded by these first settlers
still remain. Philip Luke, great grandson of the same name,
still works the Luke farm. The original Philip, after taking
up the land, opened a store and also built an ashery. The
greater proportion of the income of the early settlers was
procured by making ashes — many of them sold the ashes
to those engaged in the manufacture of potash and pearl
ash while others manufactured the potash themselves. The
making of ashes was a natural incident of clearing the
land and burning the trees. The books of John and Philip
Ruiter indicate that the business was of no mean propor-
tions.

The Museum at Knowlton has among its files a copy
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of “Memorial of Philip Luke appointed 2nd Lieut. in Butler’s
Rangers” dated 11th October, 1782, and addressed to
Governor Haldimand. It sets out: “That your Memorialist
was an inhabitant of the County of Albany, of good
circumstances at the commencement of the rebellion, but
for his loyal attachment to his King and Government
refused to pay obedience to the Rebel usurpation for which
he was imprisoned and otherwise persecuted.” It goes on
to recite his trials and tribulations and his services in the
Loyalist cause as Captain in Colonel Cuyler’s refugee
volunteers and his having been made prisoner. The granting
of independence “caused him to remove for safety to Can-
ada, where he is now arrived; a stranger, destitute of
money, cloths and support.” The Memorial concludes with
a prayer for ‘“some temporary subsistence towards his
support as by his Majesty’s bounty has been granted to
others in the like predicament.”

Philip Luke became Colonel in command of the 4th
or Philipsburg battalion of the Eastern Townships Regi-
ment. The Regiment was commanded by Sir John
Johnston with a Captain Glen as his Adjutant. The latter
was apparently a very popular officer. The older inhabitants
will remember Glen Luke who probably derived his
Christian name from the Captain. Colonel Philip Luke was
evidently a man of some force of character and no doubt
he needed it as they had great trouble in raising the drafts
for the batallions. From some notes in the handwriting of
Leon Lalanne, the first Notary Public in the Townships,
we read “Ex-Captain Jonathan Knap says, he and several
cthers asked Col. Luke (on the day he proceeded to draft
men in Dunham) to read them the law respecting the
drafting of militia men that sd. Luke ansd. ‘I am the Law
G-d. d-n. you, obey my orders and if I do wrong prosecute

ry

me afterwards’.

Caleb Henderson made the first survey of at least
a portion of the Seignory of St. Armand and the earlier
deeds from the Hon. Thos Dunn all refer to a plan drawn
by Caleb Henderson. For further details See Chapter V.
The later surveys were made by Jesse Pennoyer, while
surveys of the village lots for Philip Ruiter were made by
Amos Lay and Joel Ackely.

Joseph Smith took up land at St. Armand and in fact
a portion of the village of St. Armand, including the resi-
dence of the late Mr. W. A. Smith, is built on the Smith
farm. His son John Smith left the property to his two sons,
Peter and Charles. “Honest Peter,” as he was commonly
known, was an important figure in St. Armand. He con-
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ducted a store and the post office and was also a collector
of customs. His son, W. A. Smith succeeded him in all
three positions. The Charles Smith portion of Joseph
Smith’s holdings is now occupied by the family of Frank
Solomon.

Gilbert Hyatt, as has been mentioned, later moved
Eastward and established the settlement known as Hyatt's
Mills, which became the City of Sherbrooke.

Peter Miller came originally from Limerick County in
Ireland and was one of the descendants of refugee Germans
from the Palatinate who had been colonized in Ireland
during the reign of Queen Anne. He had settled in Char-
lotte County, New York. He had been apprehended as a
Loyalist and later joined Sir John Johnston’s “King’s Royal
Regiment of New York” known as the Loyal Yorkers. He
settled in St. Armand on the banks of Rock River on the
farm still occupied by his descendants, Miss Agnes Bradley
and Mr. George Bradley. Peter Miller’s son, Captain Charles
Miller, accompanied him.

Garrett Sixby married a daughter of Peter Miller and
took up an adjoining farm. The family was always actively
connected with the local militia and Miss Lettie Sixby, a
daughter of Horatio N. Sixby, a direct descendant of Garett,
still occupies the old home.

John Sax or Saxe took up land immediately South of
Peter Miller but when the boundary line was run his farm
was found to be on the American side. The family founded
Saxe’s Mills and also conducted a general store. A grandson,
John Godfrey Saxe, became a distinguished American poet.
Another descendant, John Saxe, is a leading lawyer and
Senator in New York. An article on “Saxe’s Mills” by Mrs.
H. S. Drury, another descendant, is to be found in the
fourth report of the Missisquoi County Historical Society.

It will be noted that the ‘“‘present place of abode” of a
number of the settlers is given as “Missisque River” when
in reality they had settled on the banks of Rock River, a
name which does not appear on the list. It was a curious
error, as both rivers bore their present names even during
the French regime — Riviere au Rocher and Riviere
Missisque, spelt in a variety of ways. Noyes says that it
was only in 1853 that the present spelling was adopted by
the Legislature. As a matter of fact the former use of
“kuoi” instead of “quoi” would have been less incorrect.

While we are on the subject it may be said that
exhaustive studies have been made of the meaning of the
word “Missisquoi” by Noyes, Judge Girouard and Dr. George
McAleer of Worcester, Mass. Two articles appear in the
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first and second reports of the Missisquoi County Historical
Society while Dr. McAleer’s research fills a book of 102
pages. Dr. McAleer gives a variety of names suggested
by over twenty authorities consulted. One of two meanings
appear to be the most likely:

(i) Pebble or Flint Point (Pointe de Cailloux)

(i1) Much Water Fowl.

Noyes argued strongly in favour of the second but
would seem to have come around to Judge Girouard’s view
in favour of Flint Point.

The names of a number of the old families do not
appear on the list referred to and it is probable that they
settled around the Bay subsequent to the compilation of
the list. In the account books of John and Philip Ruiter
the following names appear:

1788 — John Schoolcraft

1791 — John and George Titemore, Llisha and Edward
Martindale.

1792 — John Bockus — Peter McCutcheon

1793 — Peter Rosenbergh

1794 — Wm. Manson — Joseph Reichard or Reychart —
John Solomon

1795 — Frederick Primerman — Mathias Cammel

1796 — David Saker — Isaac Lagrange

1797 — Christopher Katzebock — John Katzebock

(The spelling is as it appears in the books. The last
two names have now evolved into “Catchpaugh.”)

1798 — The Ruiter books under date June 27, 1798,
show an entry reading:

“Borrowed from Captain Ephraim Duel 1516 Brick
which I promised him to return on demand or pay him
the worth in money.”

The exact date of Captain Duel’s (now Deuel) entry
into Canada does not appear but he took up the land
immediately North of the Hermanus Best tract and the
farm continued in the possession of the family until a few
years ago when it was sold to the writer.

To return once again to our history, it will be recalled
that the petition of Henry Ruiter, to which the list of 381
names was attached, was forwarded by Colonel Caldwell to
the Governor in December, 1786; it was considered by the
Executive Council Land Committee in their Third Report,
Feb. 28, 1788, but no action was taken, as there were
several conflicting petitions for the territory. In the mean-
time the Hon. Thos. Dunn had been busy completing his
titles to the St. Armand Seignory: as he was himself a
member of the Executive Council he would have been
aware of Henry Ruiter’s petition and seeing the settlers’
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anxiety to get legal titles doubtless decided to offer them his
own land on easy terms. In any event negotiations were opened
between the Hon. Mr. Dunn and Colonel Caldwell, the final
result of which is set out in a letter from Capt. Henry
Ruiter to Messrs. John Ruiter, Christian Wehr, Alexr.
Taylor and their associates. The letter reads as follows:

“Caldwell's Manor, 2d. Octr. 1787.
Gentlemen,

I am to inform you that I received a letter from
Col. Caldwell, of which the following is an abstract:

I shall endeavour to get from Mr. Dun the boundary line
by which his seignery is bounded & by which grant 1 under-
stand there is some land reserved for the Indians, when you
know his boundary’s you may form a judgement if the lands
you have settled are included in his grant, you may have
the firmest reliance on his justice if the lands you have
settled do not make part of his grant he wil] not claim them
and if they do make part of his grant I think you may be
assured to have the preference of them, and at the same rate
of the uncleared land of equal goodness. I have mentioned
the matter to Mr. Dun & those are his sentiments nor need
you or those concerned be anyways apprehensive of Mr.
Mosely or Mr. Adam’s threats as they have no power just
now over those lands, no agreement having yet been made
with Mr. Dun. I shall be obliged to you to let Mr. Weher,
your brother and the others concerned know this, that I
shall have a pleasure in _being useful to honest men, and
good subjects & that I shall watch over their interests and
inform them how matters are going on with respect to their,
whether they are in the disposal of Government or of Mr.
Dun.

The boundary of Mr. Dun’s seignery as mentioned in
his letter is six leagues in front of the River Missisquoi by
three leagues to commence eight acres or about 490 yds.
below the first falls. The grant makes no mention of the
lands from eight acres before the falls and to the Bay but
I suppose that is what was reserved for the Indians, and
these if you have settled you may still continue, perhaps
to support your title.

Thus you perceive there is great hopes we still may
enjoy our possessions undisturbed, yet I would recommend
one of you to go to Mr. Robeson and demand the lease or
to refund the .money, the latter I am sure he cannot do &
the other he will readily comply with as he finds there is
some difficulty respecting the title. I wish this to be done
with as prudent and as cautiously as possible. Should he
offer the money it may be put of. I think you may negotiate
this part of the business without putting me to the trouble
as I think I have done my part if in nothing else by
paying postage, &c. I have desired Col. Caldwell to tell
Mr. Dun that we would purchase his lands if his prices was
moderate and his mode of payment easy, which I expect
will meet with your approbation. If any on Missisquoi should
decline there are great numbers of others would gladly join.

I am in hopes you will not delay any business to be
done at Quebec. Let me know and I shall see that is done.
Delays are dangerous, therefore the expedition. The lands
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upon Pike River I am informed are granted, but to who I
cannot learn, but it is said fo General McLean. I have wrote
every post to Quebec respecting your business and took all
the pains possible to make our claimed settled. I beg you to
do what I now request and to let me know what more you
all would wish to have done and if you approve of what I
done respecting Mr. Dun’s lands.”

The Mr. Robeson referred to is evidently old Mr.
Robertson who had leased them the “Indian lands” which
lease they had previously relied upon as their title. Mr.
Mosely, with Mr. Ross, had petitioned for a grant of land on
Missisque Bay in April 1784. Mr. Dunn was evidently will-
ing to give a fair hearing to the owners of the lease, but
decided to take immediate possession of the remainder of
St. Armand and to make a personal visit, as will be seen
from the following letter which is dated at Misiskoui Bay,
9th October, 1788:

“Henry Ruiter )
and Capt. John Ruiter)
Gentlemen,

In consequence of my letter to you of this date I have
to request you will as soon as possible set a Provincial
surveyor to work to lay out into lots of two hundred and
ten acres each, that part of my seignorie of Saint Armand
that falls to the North of the Province line as surveyed by
Mr. Holland in June & July last, except such part as is now
possessed in consequence of a supposed Indian lease, which I
have consented shall remain as it is at present until I have
time to search for & consider the same at Quebec and in
consequence I would have the surveyor to begin his
operation at the upper end of the sixth lot on the Province
line, and from thence run a line perpendicular to the
Province line until it strikes my North line, fixing a
boundary at the end of every thirty gunter chains, & also
on the Province line and my North line, and then measure
seventy gunter chains East on my North line and there fix
a boundary & run a South line perpendicular to my North
line, planning a boundary as before at the end of every
thirty chains until he strikes the Province line, and continue
in the same manner to the East line of my seignorie so
that each lot will contain two hundred and ten acres and any
person purchasing a lot will have only to pay for 200 acres
and have ten acres allowed for a road. Perhaps when the
surveyor comes to measure the last row of lots that will
end at my East line it may be necessary to make the lots
more or perhaps less than 210 acres so that I must leave
the laying out to your discretion or likewise the laying out
of the land to the Westward of the first cross line herein
directed to be drawn. i

I am Gentlemen,
Your most obedt. Servt.

Thoms. Dunn.

I trust you will engage the surveyor and his party on the
lowest terms and avoiding unnecessary expense.”
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Presumably on this same visit Mr. Dunn appointed
Captain John Ruiter as his land agent which position John
Ruiter continued to occupy until his death on the 5th May,
1797. His monument in the Philipsburg cemetery shows
that he died at the comparatively young age of fifty-seven.
His son, Philip, succeeded him and in turn held the position
until his death on the 6th November, 1820. He was only
fifty-four years old but was certainly a man of many parts.
Besides establishing the village of Philipsburg and giving
it his name his various activities are summarised as follows
at the beginning of the first fyle of the “Ruiter Papers”
in the Dominion Archives:

“with few exceptions these papers seem to have been the
property of Philip Ruiter, acquired by him through the many
and various positions he held; besides being Land Agent for
the Hon. Thos. Dunn, Hon. James McGill and others, he was
a 'Leader among the Associates’, an officer in the Militia, a
Justice of the Peace, Montreal District, Commissioner for
the Trial of Small Causes, Warden of the Church, School-
master, Innkeeper and Postmaster.”
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CHAPTER V

Hon. Thos. Dunn takes possession and orders surveys
made — Visits Seigniory and executes titles — Form of Deed
— Establishment of Village of Philipsburg — Origin of street
names — Original lot holders.

It will be noted that Mr. Dunn’s letter opened with
a request to the Ruiters to ‘“as soon as possible set a
Provincial Surveyor to work to lay out into lots of two
hundred and ten acres each that part of my seignorie of
Saint Armand that falls to the North of the Province
line — except such part as 13 now possessed in consequence
of the supposed Indian Lease.” That they lost no time in
carrying out these instructions is shown by the opening entry
in an account found among the Ruiter Papers at Philips-
burg:

1788 — Nov. 12th. Mr. Pennoyer and party had of Mrs. Pell,
To 6 meals victuals when coming on the survey business.”

The Pell Farm was on Dutch Street near Bedford. Pell had
been a Regimental tailor.

The account is headed: “The expenses of surveying the
Seignorie of St. Armand by Mr. Jesse Pennoyer being the
property of The Honourable Thomas Dunn Esqr.”

In the following year the account opens: “Mr. Pennoyer
began the second time to survey the 19th June, 1789.” In

1790 the entry is “Mr. Pennoyer began the third time to
survey March 26th, 1790.”

These surveys of Pennoyer’s, as the letter of 1788
shows, left untouched the part of the seigneury claimed by
the settlers under the Indian lease. But apparently they
had already had it surveyed on their own account. In June
1792 Dunn visited his seigneury again and executed deeds
in favour of a number of landholders, one and gll of which
refer for descriptions of the properties to “a Plan drawn
by Caleb Henderson, Surveyor.”

Henderson’s name we have seen in the list attached to
the Ruiter petition of 1786; he was evidently at Missisquoi
before Dunn bought the seigneury, and as he was a member
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of Jessup’s corps like the Ruiters and several other of the
early settlers, it is quite likely they might have engaged
him to survey their lease. Certainly, nowhere does he
appear in Ruiter’s accounts for Dunn, except in the
designation of the tracts sold when the number is followed
by the words “Henderson’s survey.”

Henderson’s survey is probably the series of smaller
lots at the western end of the seigneury shown on Bou-
chette’s maps. Dunn’s letters to Ruiter in the Archives
show that he was very dissatisfied with its quality. As early
as 1789 he wished to have Pennoyer “finish laying the
whole into Concessions to the Westward . . . down to the
Lake and that it would be a useful Work for You and all
the Settlers for I have but a very poor opinion of the
Surveyor that laid out the Lands You now possess.” As a
matter of fact, when Pennoyer finally resurveyed it in
1793 the result was to show that in many cases Henderson
wag out as much as fifty acres in some of the lots.

One of Dunn’s reasons for wishing to make this
resurvey (he wrote Ruiter on January 3, 1791) was “to
prevent any further misunderstanding” with “the old
Setlers”, who had apparently been delaying a final settle-
ment over the lease, though by now they had admitted
Dunn’s ownership.

“I wish much to have finished with the old Setlers
and am sorry to say that I am convinced many of them
contributed much to discourage settlers from coming on my
land, which is a conduct so highly blamable as might induce
many persons in my situation to prevent and make them
feel the consequence; however, I am above taking the
advantage that all the world would justify me in doing
considering their conduct. The only promise I made to any
of them was in your presence when they seemed convinced
of their mistake in settling on my land and they then
requested I would not take advantage of their situation and
improvements, which I promised I would not, but on the
contrary I told them I would be more moderate with them
than with others that should come to settle, but they seem
to interprete this promise to entitle them to claim as much
of my estate as they please.”

The terms of the leases of June 1792 show they finally
gave in to him.

Printed forms of deeds were used and John Ruiter’s,
which is typical of all the others, and are reproduced opposite
page 32.

It will be noted that Dunn abandoned all seignorial
rights and granted the lands for a cash consideration,
usually ten pounds per one hundred acres plus the obligation
to pay a perpetual quit rent or ground rent of a shilling
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for one hundred acres. The validity of this form of deed
was challenged in a suit brought by the Estate of Thomas
Dunn against one of the grantees decided on 18th February,
1831; Henriette Guichaud et al v. John Jones 1 L.C.R. 128
Seignorial Tenure. The validity of the deed was maintained
but only upon the ground that the stipulated price repre-
sented the consideration for the abandonment of the
Seignorial Rights.

However, when a statute was passed in 1854 providing
for the abolition of the Seignorial Tenure, St. Armand was
treated on the same basis as other Seignories and the
Commissioner, in this case Henry Judah, drew up a role
fixing the capitalised value of the annual rents and the
lands were thereafter treated as held in “free and common
soccage’” (fee simple).

Judah’s role also shows the lot numbers and proprietors
in the Village of Philipsburg but does not indicate any
values of the ground rents as the village lots had been
granted not by the Seigneur but by Philip Ruiter who had
succeeded to the title to Lot number five which had been
granted to his father, John Ruiter, and on which lot the
greater part of the Village of Philipsburg was laid out.

This was at a much later date than the laying out of
the Seigniory.

It was apparently not until 1809 that Philip Ruiter
decided to establish a regular village and to divide the
territory into building lots. The Field Book of Amos Lay,
a surveyor, showing the plans and descriptions of the lots
then laid out was found among the papers of Sherman
Whitwell, P.L.S. in Philipsburg and deposited in the
Archives at Ottawa. Mr. Paul Beique, Q.L.S., kindly under-
took to plot the various lots on a general plan with remark-
able success, since at a later date, the original plan, badly
torn, was found among the Whitwell papers. Mr. Beique
pieced together this original and made a tracing which is
reproduced on the following page.

The opening entry of the Field Book opposite Lots Nos.
1, 2 and 3 reads:

“Having been surveyed and leased previous to this date,
it is therefore unnecessary to give any further description of
their boundaries.

April 13, 1809, commenced the survey of the Village of

Philipsburg.”

It will be noted that John Ruiter’s house, the first
erected on the territory before it became a Village was
built on the lot given the number 10. This house remained
standing until a few years ago. Gallagher's Hotel was built

—4 46 ¥




(Torn atpe of old map)

Plan of Village of Philipshurg—Amos Lay 1809.
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as an annex to it. After John Ruiter’s death in 1797 his
house was occupied by his daughter, Catherine, and her
husband, Richard Cheesman. The latter was killed by a
shot fired from the Lake when he was standing in the front
doorway. The entry in the Church register reads “On the
21st day of January, 1814, died Richard Cheesman of this
Seignory of a wound received from a musket fired off
unintentionally by another person on the night of 18th
January aged 25 years and was buried on the 23rd day of
January in the presence of his brother-in-law and other
subseribing witnesses.”

Philip Ruiter built his mansion on Lot No. 15 — the
writer’s present garage lot. The accounts of both John and
Philip Ruiter show that during their numerous other
activities they carried on hotels and it is probable that the
mansion was used for this purpose. The hotel was destroyed
by fire in the middle of the last century. It is said that it
was at this date (1809) that the settlement at Missiskoui
Bay was given the name of Philipsburg after Philip Ruiter.
For the same reason the street on which he had built his
mansion was named Philips Street.

Day Street was named after Ithamer Day of Day and
Gelston who leased Lot. No. 5 on which the writer’s present
house is erected. Day and Gelston had also established a
potash factory on the South West corner of Lot No. 1 and
were apparently merchants.

Rhodes Street was named after Anthony Rhodes who
had leased Lot No. 9 and who apparently carried on a
store on the West side of the street.

Russell Street was named after Thomas Russell who
had leased Lot No. 18 and who was described as an
innkeeper. Both Rhodes and Russell were quite prominent in
the affairs of the Village. Paschal P. Russell was known
as Squire Russell and owned the house now occupied by
Dr. Montgomery. He was Collector of Customs and Secre-
tary-Treasurer of Missisquoi & Rouville Insurance
Company. The late Mrs. Andrew Somerville was the last
of the family to live in the house.

Craig Street may have been named either after one
John Craig, one of the early inhabitants, or after Sir James
Craliéz. who was Governor of British America from 1807
to 1811.

Philip Ruiter, who had succeeded his father, John Ruiter,
in the title from the Hon. Thos. Dunn to Lot No 5, (Henderson
Plan) granted title to the village lots in the form of a perpetual
Lease “from this time forth forever” in consideration of a
perpetual annual ground rent. While the ground rent was
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stated to be irredeemable subsequent legislation has made
all ground rents redeemable. The agreements not only
leased but ceded, alienated and transferred the lots to the
grantee, his heirs and assigns forever. This form of grant
was probably devised to meet the conditions prevalent at
the time when money to make the capital payments was
frequently not available. Ruiter’s records shew the following
original Leases:

Lot Number PDate of Lease Grantee
1, 2 & 3 2nd September, 1796 Leased by John Ruiter to John
Ferguson
4 11th October, 1814 Wm. Copp — later leased to
Miss Townshend
5 27th August, 1810 Day and Gelston
6 27th August, 1810 Anthony Rhodes and Wm. H.
Taylor
7 27th August, 1810 Barnabas Hitchcock
8 27th August, 1810 Charles G. Lester
9 9th June, 1809 Anthony Rhodes
10 John Ruiter’s house
11 9th June, 1809 Simeon Lester
12 & 13  9th June, 1809 Samuel Farrar
14 1824 Ralph Taylor
15 Philip Ruiter’s mansion
17 11th April, 1811 Charles G. Lester
18 9th June, 1809 Thos. Russell
20 12th June, 1815 Timothy Smith
21 & 22 29th May, 1811 Richard Pitt

The lot at the corner of Day and Craig was leased on
the 11th April, 1811, to Wm. King but as he did not pay
for the materials for the house which he erected on it nor
did he pay the ground rent it was sold by the Sheriff on the
4th May, 1812,

Later surveys of village lots were made by one Joel
Ackley.
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CHAPTER VI

Development of Trade — Bouchette’s description of Philips-

burg in 1815 — Township of Dunham granted to Thos. Dunn

and associates — Organization and settlement of Eastern
Townships.

The lots on Rhodes Street carried with them the lots
on the Western side of the street down to the waters of the
Bay and on this strip stores and warehouses were erected.

In the years between Dunn’s grants and the laying
out of the Village Philipsburg had become not only the
gateway for the settlement of the Eastern Townships but
had developed into an important link in the connections
between New York and Lower Canada. No road existed
between Philipsburg and St. Johns. The New York mails
came through Swanton to Philipsburg as did goods and
supplies. From Philipsburg they were carried by water to
Peel Head Bay and from there over a corduroy road through
Mandigos Swamp to South River and from there down the
Richelieu to St. Johns. Not only did legitimate trade
flourish but smuggling became an important industry. One
of the writer’s early recollections is of a large two storey
customs house which stood on the present site of Gallagher’s
Hotel at the corner of Day and Rhodes Streets. The Canada
Directory of 1857-58 and Lovells Directory as late as 1871
show no less than three customs officers resident” in the
place.

While the Amos Lay survey and the laying out of
village lots only took place in 1809 and the early leases are
dated 1809 and 1810 it is evident that a substantial settle-
ment had taken place years earlier. The Ruiter books from
1797 show accounts with scores of different settlers repre-
senting a variety of trades. Rum seems to have been one
of the articles most in demand while potash was the
principal export. It was delivered and shipped in barrels
which were all inspected and graded and carefully marked.
There was also some trade in shad and furs. Bouchette
in his “Topographical Description of Lower Canada,”
n};xb]ish:;l in 1815, gives a good idea of the development by
this date:
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“This property is well located with respect to the
means of improvement, as it adjoins the state of Vermont,
which is both a populous and flourishing district, with
good roads leading in every direction, besides the main road
that runs through Phillipsburg by Burlington and Vergennes,
down to Albany, and which is the most direct Iine of
communication with New York; it cannot but benefit by the
advantages to be derived from so easy an intercourse with
a country that has already made great progress in
agricultural knowledge. The first settlement made within
this seigniory was in the year 1785, by some Dutch loyalists,
whose industry was so well applied that the increase has
been so rapid as to make it an estate of great value; there
are 187 lots of 200 acres each conceded, besides an extent
of nearly three miles in depth from Missisqui Bay, by the
whole breadth, divided into much smaller portions, and now
extremely well cultivated. The village of Phillipsburg is
conveniently situated on the edge of the bay, about one
mile from the province line; it is a handsome place,
containing about sixty houses, exceedingly well built of
wood, many of them in the peculiar style of neatness
common to the Dutch, and the others more in the fashion
of the American than the Canadian villages; some regard
has been paid to regularity in the formation of the principal
street, which has a lively and agreeable appearance; between
this street and the bay are many storehouses, with wharfs
for landing goods at a short distance from them. At this
place there are many of the inhabitants employed in trade
and mercantile pursuits, besides artizans, and perhaps more
than a due proportion of tavernkeepers. On the south side
of the road, leading from the village to the eastern part of
the seigniory, is a handsome church (built of wood) dedicated
to St. Paul, and a good parsonage-house; there are also two
baptist meeting-houses, a public free school, and several
private schools; from the wharfs there is a ferry to the
opposite side of the Bay, a distance of about four miles.”

Tt will be noticed that Bouchette, writing in 1815, mentions
that “many of the inhabitants are employed in trade and
mercantile pursuits besides artizans.” As a matter of fact
such was the enterprise of the settlers that even at this
early date Philipsburg had already become a more or less
self-providing community. The quarries, we know, had
already been opened; not only were there a number of lime
kilns but there were also brickyards, one of which was on
Captain Deuel’s farm and another on Captain Sixby’s at
St. Armand. These account for the number of the early
houses which were constructed of brick. There was a
foundry on the hill running up from Russell Street to Craig
Street and even in my youth the hill was always known as
“Foundry Hill.” There was a tannery on the wharflike
projection opposite the residence of the Rev. Arthur French
and from Philip Ruiter’s accounts we see that there were
tailors, shoemakers and followers of other trades. King, who
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built the house at the corner of Day and Craig Streets,
was a hatter. James MecGill, the founder of McGill Univer-
sity, apparently had a very active connection with the
place and married Miss Des Rivieres, whose family had
established at Malmaison, now Des Rivieres Station. The
late Mr. C. O. Jones was in possession of one of his
account books which showed that he supplied the com-
munity with various commodities — powder and rum being
mentioned most frequently. The community was also the
proud possessor of a distillery.

Bouchette mentions the Township of Dunham as one
of the boundaries of the Seignory of St. Armand. It will be
remembered that when the boundary line between Canada
and the United States was run about two-thirds of the
Seignory of St. Armand was found to be south of the forty-
fifth parallel of latitude and was consequently lost to the
United States.

The Hon. Thos. Dunn, who was not only a Judge of
the Court of King’s Bench but also a member of the
Executive Council and consequently a man of considerable
influence, applied for a further grant of lands when the
Townships were opened for grant, as compensation for this
lost territory (declaring in his petition that he had been
informed he might obtain a grant of part of the lost tract
“on forfeiting his Allegiance to His King, and becoming a
Subject of the United States of America,” but that these
conditions were ones “on which Your Memorialist could
never consent to accept of any Grant in their power to
give”), and he, at the head of thirty-four “associates,” was
granted the Township of Dunham immediately adjoining
his Seignory. The Letters Patent to Dunn bore date the 2nd
February, 1796, and constituted fhe first grant of a “Town-
ship” to be made. This was the start of what came to be
known as the Eastern Townships. They were undoubtedly
so called by reason of the fact that while Canada West, or
Ontario, was laid out in townships Canada East had up to
that time been entirely laid out in seigniories. While St
Armand had been granted as a seigniory it has nevertheless
always been treated as a township. Thus in the Consoli-
dated Statutes of Lower Canada, Chapter 41, section 66, An
Act respecting the abolition of federal rights and duties
and to provide for the payments for the benefit of the
townships only “including St. Armand East and West.”
It will be remembered that Sir Frederick Haldimand,
while he was Governor, had been opposed to the settlement
of the territory for the time being fearing trouble with the
Americans. In addition there had existed a considerable
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difference of opinion as to whether the Seignorial system
should or should not be ¢onfinued in further grants. Finally
in 1792 an order was given to divide the lands not previously
granted as Seignories into Townships of about ten miles
square. Between 1792 and 1794 surveys were made and
names assigned to the different Townships. Then followed
a rush of applications tor lands largely from people from
the New England States. The applicants wanted large tracts
of land but the Government scheme called for grants of
only two hundred acres to each individual — the grantees
of each Township usually forming a group of “associates”
under a “leader.” For a while the Government insisted
that the applicants were largely land speculators and for
some years refused to make any grants. Dunn, as a member
of the Council, naturally had no difficulty in persuading
his fellow Councillors of his suitability as a grantee. In the
two or three years following his patent, the Government’s
opposition to the other petitioners was finally broken down,
and further grants began, the first five being the following:

Dunham to Thos. Dunn February 2nd, 1796
Brome " Asa Porter August 18th, 1797
Bolton " Nicholas Austin do.
Potton " Lachlan McLean October 31st, 1797
Farnham " Samuel Gale October 22nd, 1798

One hundred and thirty in all were granted down to
December, 1810.

Stanbridge, also mentioned as a boundary of St.
Armand, was the seventeenth grant to be made and hore
date September 1st, 1800. As a matter of interest it may be
noted that Ascot, in which the City of Sherbrooke was
founded, was the fifty-sixth grant and was made to Gilbert
Hyatt on the 21st April, 1803; Hyatt was one of the
criginal settlers at Missisquoi Bay.

The agreement between the Hon. Thos. Dunn and the
thirty-four whom he associated with himself was made
at Missisquol Bay at the house of John Ruiter on the 30th
August, 1796, before Chaboillez, N.P.

The associates named were the following:

Joseph Buck, John Helliker, Jacob Helliker, George Sax,
Matthew Hall, William Farrow, David Farrow, Joshua
Chambers, Amos Woodard, David Reychert, John Reychert,
John Blake, Thomas Best, Daniel Mills, Jeremiah Reychert,
Daniel Trever, Alexander McDougall, James Pell, Andres
Teneick, Henry Teneick, Archibald Henderson, Henry Hall,
Elisha Dickenson, Jacob Best Sr., George Weymore,
Abraham Lampman, John Mills, Stephen Jennce, Jacob Best
Jr.,, Adam Deal, Lodowick Streit, Samuel Mills, Philip Ruiter
and Jacob Ruiter,
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Quite a number of those named were at the time
inhabitants of the Bay and in fact it was from Missisquoi
Bay that the settlement of the Eastern Townships was
promoted. ;

As Dunn pointed out in his Petition for Dunham many
of the settlers on his seigniory were “avers to feudal
Tenors” and anxious to move into the new lands granted
in “free and common soccage.”

It was at the Bay too, during the following two years
that a series of important meetings were held by the
majority of the township petitioners, and the pressure
brought to bear that led at last to the issuing of the grants.
The Archives contain the Minutes of these meetings, the
first of which is headed:

“At a Meeting of a number of the Applicants for
Waste lands of the Crown in the Province of Lower Canada
on behalf of themselves and others their Constituents and
their several and respective associates — held at Missiskouie
Bay the 28th November 1797 at the House of John
Ferguson Esq. —"

Dr. Calvin May was appointed Moderator and Alex-
ander Ferguson Clerk. A committee of five was appointed
to draft a Memorial and Petition to lay before His Excel-
lency Governor Prescott. The committee consisted of Samuel
Willard, Jesse Pennoyer, Daniel Brunson, Gilbert Hyatt and
Wm. Barnard. On the following day they met to consider
the Draft and it was resolved that the following Townships
be represented in the Memorial and Petition:

Stuckely — Shipton — Hereford — Orford — Brompton —
Shefford — Whitton — Newport — Stratford — Compton
—Ely — Chertsey — Eaton — Stanstead — Milton — Bury—
Dudswell — Ditchland — Ascott — Lingwick — Acton —
Hatley — Melburn — Aylesbury — Wotton — Stoke —
Olney — Tingwick — Dittgn.

A Committee of nine was appointed to sign the Memorial
and Petition:

Jesse Pennoyer Esq. John Ferguson Esq. Mr. Josiah Sawyer
Samuel Willard Esq. Mr. Gilbert Hyatt Mr. Ebenr. Hovey
Calvin May Esq. Mr. Wm. Barnard Daniel Brunson Esq.

Jesse Pennoyer was chosen to present the Memorial
and Petition to His Excellency the Governor and the sum
of twenty-five pounds was advanced to defray his expenses
to be charged equally to the Townships to be represented.

The Memorial which is too long to reproduce is an
extraordinary mixture of honey and vinegar and full of
high sounding phrases. For instance when referring to
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those of the applicants who had remained in the United
States it speaks of them as “His Majesty’s faithful farmers
(for so they consider themselves nevertheless for their
having found it necessary to remain for a time in a
country in which His Majesty’s Paternal Scepter ceased to
Sway)”.

They met again at Missisquoi Bay on the third Monday
in January to consider the Governor’s reply which advised
them the Governor had judged it advisable to transmit a
copy of the Memorial home to the British Government with
a recommendation and concludes with a word of caution:

“Should the Applicants continue in their present
Opinion of sending an Agent Home to represent their Cases
more fully, the Governor can see no Objection to their being
furnished (by the Proper Officers) with New Copies of the
Documents of the Proceedings heretofore had in the Business
— He however thinks it proper to observe that it might
perhaps be a prudent Caution on the Part of those of the
Applicants whose Views and Intentions were really sincere
and consonant to His Majesty’s Royal Instructions, not to
have their Cases blended and united with the Cases of
others whom they may have Reason to suspect of enter-
taining Views and Desires to elude His Majesty's Gracious
Intentions, and to transform His Royal Munificence into
Monopolies for the Purposes of Speculation. — Such an
Union might probably tend to encrease the Difficulty, and
to retard, instead of accelerating, the Redress they desire—"

Whether or not they followed this excellent advice does
not appear but in any event the grants of Townships began
to come through; nor did the parties appointed to sign the
Memorial fare so badly.

Samuel Willard was granted Stukely

Josiah Sawyer 2 Eaton
Jesse Pennoyer ” i Compton
Calvin May 2 ” Bury
Gilbert Hyatt 2 4 Ascot
William Barnard ” ” Brompton

Following the established practice the grants were in
each case made to the leader of a band of associates who
got .a larger share of the territory. A portion was reserved
for the Crown as well as portions for the support of the
Protestant Clergy.

From the above it will be seen what an important part
Missisquoi Bay or Philipsburg played in the establishment
and settlement of the Eastern Townships.
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CHAPTER VII

Establishment of a system of roads — Commencement of Rail-

way Construction — Marked decline of Philipsburg — The

Marble Quarries — Referred to by Stanbury in 1821 — The
Philipsburg Junction Railway and Quarry Company.

ROADS

Prior to the passage of the Jay Treaty in 1794 and its
ratification in 1795 trade between the United States and
the British possessions had virtually been prohibited, but
immediately after the need for a road to connect Montreal
with the “Great Public Road” from New York to Swanton
and on to the provincial line became apparent. The Ruiter
Papers in the Archives contain a copy of a document dated
July 10, 1797, bearing the signatures of eight subscribers
and the amounts (from 10/-down) they agree to pay on
demand to John Ferguson of Missisquoi Bay, the preamble
stating “whereas it is proposed to explore the Country
between Pike River and St. Johns in Order to Ascertain
the most eligible place to cut a Road’.

This was followed by an advertisement in the Montreal
Gazette of November 20, 1797, reading:

“Pro Bona Publico.

“The Public are hereby most respectfully informed that
there is a Public Road proposed to be laid out from the
Province line at Missiskouie Bay to St. Johns, which will
be a continuation of the Great Public Road already laid out
from New York to that place where a line of stages are
established and will run as soon as the road can be made
practicable from New York quite to St. Johns, this road
will no doubt when effected be the most expeditious and
convenient one to travel from this Country to the United
States as it will be passable at all Seasons of the year, and
runs through a Fertile and well settled Country South of the
line 45°.—The distance to be opened from Missiskouie Bay
to St. Johns is about Sixteen or Eighteen Miles, and the
Country uninhabited—The intention of this Notification is
to solicit the favor of the Public to contribute something
towards effecting it. The places open for subscription are
as follows:— At Montreal Messrs. Thomas J. Sullivan, John
M'Arthur, and John Teasdale, at St. Johns, Messrs. Alexander
Schutt, and Abijah Cheesman, at Missiskouie Bay, Messrs.
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Schutt and Abijah Cheesman, at Missiskauie Bay Messrs.
John Ferguson Senr. and Philip Ruiter — The several sums
subscribed will be gratefully received and faithfully laid out
for the express purpose above mentioned also Accounted for

by John Ferguson Senr. Patrick Conroy, Jessey Pennoyer,

Philip Ruiter and Alexander Schutt Trustees.

Montreal, 30th October, 1797.”

How far the public responded with their contributions
is not known but there was no immediate result.

In 1800 Hugh Finlay, a member of the Executive
Council, was commissioned by Robert Shore Milnes, the
Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Lower Canada to
make a “Report on the Form of the Registers kept by the
Commissioners at Missiskouie Bay, etc.” A former Deputy
Postmaster-General, Finlay was always interested in the
provision of communications, and his report which is dated
1st October, 1800, concludes with certain recommendations
for the development of the country, necessitating the
construction of roads; the final paragraph once more
proposes the road to St. John’s, and clearly describes the
advantages that would result:

“This desirable work may be begun in the place where

it is at this moment most wanted; that is, from the head of

Missiskouie-bay to St. Johns, a distance of 14 miles, which

by the present way is upwards of 35 miles, partly by water,

sometimes too shallow even for a wooden canoe, and partly

by land in paths next to impassable on horse back, and

totally impracticable in wheel carriages. The Couriers who

are charged with the English Mails from New-York for this

Province, intend to carry them to Swanton in the State of

Vermont in the course of the ensuing Spring, and from

thence to the line 45° ten miles further on, and but two

miles from Missiskouie-bay. When the road shall be opened
from thence to St. John, the speed of the Mails will not be
interrupted by water carriage, or by bad ice from Burlington

to St. John the present incommodious route. The opening

might be made in the course of the next winter — the

advantages thence arising would immediately be felt
throughout the Province, as the Commercial intrest would be

greatly advantaged by the accelaration of mercantile
correspondence.”

In April 1808, a society called the Bedford Society was
formed, composed of all the most important citizens of the
region, to open and keep up a turnpike road from St. Armand
to St. Johns and erect bridges on the Richelieu and Pike Rivers.
Eventually a road was built from the end of Peel Head
Bay through Henryville to St, Johns. Mr. A. Manson, a
descendant of one of the original settlers and then an
octogenarian, in an old letter to the Bedford Times writes:

“In my early recollection there was no road from
Philipsburg to St. Johns; the mail was carried by canoe
over Missisco and Peelhead Bay, then on shoulder past
South River to the lake or Richlieu River, then by boat to
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St. Jchns. I can distinctly remember when the Seignors of
Noyon and Bleury opened a road from near the mouth of
Pike River, through what is now Henryville, and thence to
St. Johns. It was a great thing for the country for it was
through a dense wilderness. At the opening of that road from
Lampman’s Mills, now Bedford, to St. Johns, there was
nothing but woods.”

The road doubtless referred to can be seen marked
“Great Montreal Road” on the “Topographical map of the
District of Montreal by Joseph Bouchette, Surveyor General”
(1831). Shown opposite Page 48.

A further development of the road system can be seen
on another map in the Archives entitied “Plan of the
Frontier of Canada East surveyed in the year 1839 under
the direction of Colonel the Honorable Charles Gore, Deputy
Quartermaster General.” (Shown on Page 59.)

The time table of the old Montreal, Albany and New
York stage coach, which passed through Philipsburg, was
printed as an advertisement in the Montreal press of that
time, surmounted by a picture of a coach drawn by four
horses, and was as follows:

“STAGE NOTICES

Line of Montreal, Albany, New York mail stages
Through in three days.

LEAVING MONTREAL every day except Sundays, at half-
past ONE; and leaving ALBANY each day at FOUR o'clock
morning, by the way of Laprairie, St. Johns, Swanton, St.
Albans, Burlington, and so on to Albany, intersecting with
the Boston line at Burlington.

For seats in MONTREAL, apply at the Upper Canada
stage office, St. Paul Street. In ALBANY at the office of
BAKER AND WALBRIDGE, opposite the Eagle Tavern.

Fare through $14,00 or £3.10 Halifax currency.
It is intended this LINE shall depart and arrive at the

above hours with punctuality.
All baggage at the risk of the owners.

BAKER & WALBRIDGE, Albany
FRANCIS DUCLOS & SON, Laprairie
MOTT & PATTEE, St. Johns.

Dec. 12, 1832."

As a matter of interest we also reproduce opposite page 64
hereof a plan of the Frontier made by Colonel Garnet Wolseley,
afterwards Viscount Wolseley, Commander-in-Chief of the
British Armies. He was Deputy Quartermaster General in Can-
ada in 1867 and the plan was no doubt made at that time.
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The Archives also contain an old plan of a proposed
canal between Peel Head Bay and South River a distance
of four miles. South River of course runs into the Richelieu
and the canal would have given direct communication
between Missisquoi Bay and the Richelieu and would have
avoided the long trip around Alburg Tongue.

The Proclamation, issued by the old Province of Canada
incorporating the Village of Philipsburg and setting forth
its boundaries was dated 12th January, 1846.

Down to the time of the construction of railways
Philipsburg continued to be a most important centre. As
railway construction spread, water borne transport dimin-
ished, and the strategic position which Philipsburg enjoyed
at the Canadian end of Lake Champlain lost its value. The
main International highway from Albany to Montreal
which formerly passed through Burlington, Swanton and
Philipsburg, with a port of entry at Philipsburg, quickly
lost its importance. Having no railways and no water
powers it had no special inducements to offer to manu-
facturers. Even as a farming centre the very factors which
had formerly contributed to its prosperity became disad-
vantages. Bounded on the West by the Lake and on the
South by the International boundary it had only the
territory to the North and to the North East to look to,
and these came to be served by the Town of Bedford,
which, although considerably junior to it in years was
more centrally Jocated and had in addition a certain amount
of water power and a railway.

The low ebb to which Philipsburg’s fortune fell is
illustrated by a petition, a copy of which is in the Archives
at Ottawa. It was dated September 20, 1866, and was
addressed to Viscount Monck, Governor General of British
North America; it reads as follows:

“The Petition of the undersigned inhabitants of the
Village of Philipsburg in the County of Missisquoi,
Humbly sheweth:
That at the time when the present municipal law of
Lower Canada was enacted, the Corporation of the said
Village of Philipsburg formed a separate municipality and
still exists as such. That the reasons which originally made it
expedient to have said Village incorporated have ceased to
exist, and the said Corporation formerly a flourishing and
populous municipality, from various causes, for several years
past, has been gradually diminishing in population until at
the taking of the last census it numbered only 393 souls,
which number at the present time is still further decreased.
That in consequence of the diminution of the population and
the consequent decrease in the value of the assessable
property within the Corporation limits it is found more
onerous than advantageous for the inhabitants to maintain
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a separate corporate existence. That in fact the Parish of
St. Armand West, to which the said Village of Philipsburg
naturally belongs — (the Parish Church of said parish being
now actually within the village limits) is itself a very small
municipality, containing only about 30 square miles of
territory, and 1,328 inhabitants, and no reason exists why
the said Village of Philipsburg should not be united to and
merged in the said Parish of St. Armand West, which even
then would only number 1721 souls. That such union would
greatly promote the interests of both municipalities, since
it would strengthen the said Parish, and relieve the said
Parish of the expense of maintaining a separate staff of
municipal officers and the other expenses incidental to the
maintenance of a separate municipal property existence. That
your Petitioners form more than 2/3rds of the assessable
inhabitants of said Parish as will appear by a certified
copy of the.assessment roll thereof, herewith transmitted.

Wherefore your Petitioners humbly pray that your
Excellency will be pleased to cause a Proclamation to issue
uniting the said Village of Philipsburg to the said Parish of
Saint Armand West.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.
Philipsburg, September 20, 1866."”

What became of the petition is unknown to the writer
but in any event no action was taken upon it.

THE MARBLE QUARRIES

Apart from the Missisquoi Carriage Factory, which for
a time_did a flourishing business and will be referred to
later, the only industry which neither the efflux of time
nor the changes in the systems of transportation have been
able to remove are the valuable marble quarries which
adjoin the village and are now included in its territory.

That they have been known and operated intermittently
from the earliest fimes appears from an interesting old book
published in New York in 1822, It is entitled “A Pedestrian
Tour of Two Thousand Three Hundred Miles in North
America performed in the Autumn of 1821 by P. Stans-
bury.” His journey through Canada ended at Philipsburg
where he spent Sunday. On Monday morning he got a boy
to accompany him to the boundary line which was then
marked by the same big rock which stands beside the
boundary post at the present time. He sprang to the top of
it and relates his impressions. His contrasts between the two
countries, while decidedly unflattering to Canada, are so
choice that I capnot refrain from quoting them:

“The sensations of that man are enviable, who has long
been a stranger from his home, and who at last beholds the
blue hills of his native country, fast rising to his eager
footsteps. This is the case even when the language and
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manners of the people, with whom he has been associating,
are not very dissimilar from those he is about to meet.
How much more exquisite must be his sensations, when he
leaves behind him a nation ,entirely different from his own;
and of a sudden, enters the fields, sees the attire, and hears
the delightful accents, to which his early years have always
been accustomed. That person only can have an idea of
the workings in the bosom of a returning traveller, who has
himself been a wanderer from his country, and has often
mentally exclaimed like the pensive poet—

‘Where'er I roam, whatever realms to see,

My heart, untramelled, fondly turns to thee.'

The manners of the Canadians, are not so incongenial
with those of the Americans, as to deserve to be reproached
or contemned by them; yet, there is something, notwith-
standing all their complacency, that makes many an
American glad to escape out of their province, that adds
highly to his patriotic notions, and redoubles the pleasure
of his return. The contrast is plain. There we have reserved,
austere, unambitious peasants: here, plain, open-hearted,
merry-making farmers — There we have all penuriousness
and grinding economy: here, all abundance and generous
profusion — There one monotonous scene revolves from
century to century: here, life, busy movements, public spirit,
distinguish every New-Year — There, a climate chained
by eight icy months of winter: here, a course of seasons
equally ballanced by cold and warmth — There, habitations,
enclosures, the people themselves, and all their performances,
low and humble: here, mansions, walls, gigantic citizens,
and mighty projects, rivalling the glory of the most enlight-
ened ages and nations. We might pursue the contrast: but
these are facts sufficient to illustrate the respective merits
of the countries, exclusive of the form of government, which
it is well known, must instil into every individual peculiar
principles of life and honour.

A boy accompanied me in the morning, to point out the
present station of the boundary line. I ascended the first hill
since leaving Quebec. The style of agriculture, already
betokened a change of inhabitants. ‘Here is the mark,’ said
the boy, showing me a huge disjointed rock of limestone
upon the right; and I immediately sprang to the top, to take
an elevated survey of Canada and to welcome the joyful
land of Yankies and of freedom. The air was bland: the
landscape was bright and beautiful: and nature herself smiled
upon our happy country. It seemed as if clouds, cold and
storms, had been left with Canada, whose horrible hemlock
swamps spread in wide prospect to the north. I turned to the
green and finely cultivated hills of Vermont, and saluting
with a sort of extasy, the odoriferous breeze that gently
wafted hither the fragrance of the south, hurried with
bounding steps over hill and valley, towards the middle of
the State.”

His brief description of Philipsburg is as follows:

“Philipsburg contains about fifty German and American
families. During Sunday I stopped at this place, making
in the meantime an excursion to some quarries of valuable
black and clouded marbles in the vicinity. Within two miles
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runs the imaginary line which separates this country from
the United States.”

From this it is evident that both quarries were being
worked in 1821. Specimens of marble furnished by C. R.
Cheeseman were included in the Canadian exhibit at the
Paris Exposition in 1856.

The operation of the quarries must have been inter-
mittent and for long spaces of time they remained idle.
In 1873.C. R. Cheeseman, a nephew of Philip Ruiter and his
residuary heir, leased the Quarry to one Louis Menard,
stonecutter of Montreal, for fourteen years with the right
to transfer the lease to Joseph Brunet, contractor of Mont-
real.

The terms of the lease called for the quarry to be
worked at least four months in each year with at least
two men under pain of forfeiture. Notwithstanding this low
requirement Brunet would appear to have worked the
quarries quite strenuously, according to contemporary
accounts both night and day. At the end of a couple of
years, however, he discontinued operations and the quarries
again became idle for five or six years.

On the 24th August, 1882, Cheesman served a protest
on Brunet cancelling the lease and proceeded to lease the
property to a syndicate headed by a man by the name
of Benjamin. The latter took out quite a quantity of large
blocks of marble some of which were drawn down by team
to what was then known as the little dock now covered by
Mr. Plouffe’s extension, and there they remained. The
intention had been to remove them by boat but something
happened to Benjamin’s enterprise and the quarry was again
shut down and remained shut down for another ten years.

In 1893 The Philipsburg Junction Railway and Quarry
Company was formed on quite an ambitious scale. Major
E. L. Bond, a son of the Archbishop of Montreal, was
President. Mr. Henry Timmis was Secretary and Mr. F. B.
Wells, General Manager. A Railway was built from Stan-
bridge to Philipsburg with a spur running down to the
Breakwater which the Federal Government was induced to
construct. The original intention had been to construct it a
short distance north of the Village and the roadbed of the
spur was actually built through the quarry meadow on the
Jakeshore. The plan was, however, changed and the break-
water constructed at its present site, the spur running
through the Vil