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Victor Davis threw bottle at windshield, lawyer says

By Don Macdonald

MONTREAL (CP) — The fog
thickened Wednesday around just
what happened the night Olympic
swimming champion Victor Davis
was mortally injured by a car as
two lawyers gave contradictory
stories of the tragedy.

The only thing that is sure so far
is that Davis was hit by a car car-
rying three men early Saturday
morning as the swimmer’s girl-
friend, Donna Clavel, and another
woman looked on in horror.

Davis, 25, died Monday after suf-
fering massive head and spinal in-
juries in the mishap, which occur-
red on the main drag of suburban
Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, minutes af-
ter Davis and his companions had
left a bar.

The lawyer for the three men in
the car suggested the accident oc-
curred when the driver of the car
lost control and struck Davis after

Sen. Argue charged
with misusing funds

By Gord McIntosh

OTTAWA (CP) — Liberal Sena-
tor Hazen Argue faces five crimi-
nal charges — including breach of
trust and fraud — over his involve-
ment in his wife’s failed bid towin a
federal nomination in 1988.

Argue, 68, was charged Wednes-
day after an RCMP investigation.
He is the first member of the upper
chamber to be charged with mi-
suse of Senate funds in its 122-year
history.

In addition, RCMP is continuing
to investigate the former cabinet
minister’s travel expenses.

Liberal caucus chairman Brian
Tobin says Argue, appointed to the
Senate in 1966, should stay out of
the party caucus until he has been
cleared. Argue has not attended Li-
beral caucus meetings for the last
six months.

The RCMP laid the charges in
provincial court — one charge of
breach of trust, two counts of fraud
and two counts of theft. The two
fraud charges each carry sen-
tences of up to 10 years imprison-
ment.

In documents filed in court,
RCMP Insp. Tim Quigley said the
fraud charges are in connection
with the hiring of research assis-
tants and other staff to help Jean
Argue in her unsuccessful bid to
win the federal Liberal nomination
in the Ottawa riding of Nepean in
June 1988.

The fraud charges also involve
the use of taxi vouchers during the
campaign.

The theft charges are connected
with taxi chits used in the nomina-
tion campaign and with office
equipment used from September
1987 to July 1988, Quigley said.

FACE CHARGES

One theft charge is for theft over
$1,000; the other, for theft under
$1,000. Theft over $1,000 could
mean imprisonment of up to 10
years if convicted. Theft under
$1,000 could mean a $2,000 fine or
two years imprisonment or both.

The breach of trust charge, pu-
nishable by up to five years impri-
sonment, is in connection with the
way Argue carried out his duties in
the period, said the court docu-
ment.

The Saskatchewan senator was
investigated by a Senate subcom-
mittee last year after a series of
articles in the Ottawa Citizen in
June 1988. The RCMP began inves-
tigating about the same time.

The subcommittee found that
Argue misspent thousands of dol-

lars of Senate funds on his wife’s
campaign for everything from pos-
tage fees to extra telephones in his
office.

The subcommittee also found
that Argue made 85 false or infla-
ted travel-expense claims and re-
quested the RCMP investigation
that still continues.

Argue admits using Senate re-
sources in the nomination bid — al-
beit mistakenly — and has retur-
ned $5,000 to the Senate. But he has
always denied any wrongdoing.
DIDN’'T VIOLATE RULES

His lawyer, John Nelligan, said
Wednesday nothing has changed.
‘“‘He thought it was within the Se-
nate mandate. At no time did he
intend to deceive the Senate or
mislead anyone.”’

If convicted, Argue could be
stripped of his seat. But retired se-
nator Eugene Forsey, a constitu-
tional expert, says it won’t be easy.

The Senate Act says a seat be-
comes vacant if the holder is
convicted of a felony or ‘‘any infa-
mous crime.”” Forsey said those
terms are obsolete and it is far
from certain how the legal lan-
guage would be applied today.

The last member of the upper
chamber to be charged under the
Criminal Code was former senator
Louis Guiguere. He was charged
with influence peddling in the Sky
Shops affair involing duty-free
shops in airports across the coun-
try. He was acquitted in 1979. Se-
nate funds were not involved.

First elected to the Commons in
1945 for the old Co-operative
Commonwealth Federation, Ar-
gue has been dogged by controver-
sy throughout his career.

He was elected national CCF lea-
der in 1960 only to lose the leader-
ship by a wide margin to Tommy
Douglas the following year when
the party was folded into the New
Democratic Party at its founding
convention.

Argue resigned from the NDP
six months later because he was
opposed to the power of labor
unions in the new party and cros-
sed the Commons floor to sit as a
Liberal until his defeat in the 1963
election.

Three years later, the late prime
minister Lester Pearson overrode
widespread objections from
Saskatchewan Liberals and confir-
med his appointment to the Senate.

Pierre Trudeau appointed Argue
wheat board minister in 1980. Ar-
gue was dropped from cabinet in
June 1984 when John Turner suc-
ceeded Trudeau.

the retired swimmer hurled a
bottle at the windshield.

“‘If something is thrown through
the windshield of a car, you're not
going to look straight forward as
glass comes flying at you,”” lawyer
Jeffrey Boro said.

Raphael Schachter, lawyer for
Davis’s family, refused comment
Wednesday on whether the swim-
mer had thrown a bottle at the car.
But he said the police description
of the tragedy as a traffic accident
continues to be at odds with what
he has been told by his clients.

Boro said the three men he re-
presents, who were also at the bar
before the mishap, left the scene of
the accident because they were
afraid of Davis. They weren’t sure
they had hit him, Boro said. Ins-
tead, two of the men reported the
incident to the district police sta-
tion after dropping off one man at
his home.

The 19-year-old man who was be-
hind the wheel that night was the
designated driver for the evening
and had not been drinking, Boro
said, adding there are two wit-
nesses who can substantiate the
men’s story. He refused to identify
the witnesses.

Police administered no breatha-
lyser test to the driver and no
charges have been laid in the case.

Police spokesman Danielle Sau-
vageau said Wednesday police are
waiting until next week to inter-
view Davis’s girlfriend Clavel and
her friend, Jennifer Watt, about
what they saw. Schachter has
asked the police to hold off inter-
viewing the women until Monday
after Davis's funeral in Guelph,
Ont., on Saturday.

In the meantime, police are in-
terviewing other people and car-
rying out tests, said Sauvageau
who said she couldn’t elaborate.

Clavel and Watt have said the
driver deliberately ran down Da-

vis after a quarrel. Schachter,
echoing the sentiments of many of
the Olympic gold-medallist’'s
friends and relatives, has said cri-
minal charges should be ‘“‘a defi-
nite possiblity at least.”

A police investigator showed up
at the bar in Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue
for the first time Tuesday and po-
lice have yet to interview the
owner or cashier of the conve-
nience store where Davis bought a
bottle of orange juice moments be-
fore he was struck down.

TAPE ERASED

Jean Gervais, owner of the store,
said Wednesday a security video
camera would have recorded Da-
vis's purchase but the tape had
been routinely erased for re-use.

The juice bottle could have been
the one witnesses said was thrown
by Davis at the car.

One man in the car, Frank Dres,
has said Davis was drunk, which is
denied by his friends and the owner
of the bar

Police have said no breathalyser
test was performed on the driver of
the car because he showed no signs
of impairment when he reported
the accident about 35 minutes after
it occurred.

The man already faces a drunk
driving charge. He is to stand trial
in Quebec Court on Dec. 15 to face
charges of impaired driving.
Those charges would not have
shown up on a police computer the
night of the accident, police say,
because there has been no convic
tion.

The man pleaded not guilty to the
charges at an arraignment in Octo-
ber last year.

Boro also said the driver of the
car is shaken because this is the
second fatal accident he’s been in-
volved in this year.

The lawyer said the man tried in
vain to save a close friend last May
who drowned after their boat was
capsized by waves.

Richard Drolet, Jim Crook, Irwin Bradley and André Massé are smiling
because they’re champions — fresh from their wins at the Army, Navy and
Air Force Veterans’ Association dominion command national dart

Bull’s-eye for Hut dartsmen

competition held recently in Stratford, Ontario.

s G e )
RECORD/PERRY BEATON

The Lennoxville four formed the Quebec contingent and are all mem-
bers of ANAF Branch 318 — the Hut. For full story turn to page I1.

Privacy watch-dog nixes

By Clyde Graham

OTTAWA (CP) — The federal
privacy ombudsman has warned
Auditor General Ken Dye against
setting up a fraud hotline because
it could turn civil servants into tat-
tletales.

Privacy Commissioner John
Grace sent Dye a letter last month
warning he will likely run afoul of
the federal Privacy Act if he goes
ahead with a $400,000 anonymous
hotline similar to Crimestoppers
next spring.

The letter states that any ‘‘sys-
tem that institutionalizes anony-

OTTAWA (CP) — The South
African ambassador was called
on the carpet by the External Af-
fairs Department on Wednesday,
following allegations his embas-
sy was involved in recruiting two
Canadians to spy on anti-
apartheid groups.

J. Hendrik de Klerk was asked
by Canadian officials to explain
claims by two Winnipeg men who
say they were supposed to report
on activities by church and other
groups in Manitoba that oppose
South African racial policy.

‘“We’ve had a discussion,”’ said
Abbie Dann, press secretary to
External Affairs Minister Joe
Clark.

‘““We’ll be looking at reports
from CSIS. Based on that and our
meeting . . . we’'ll be taking a

number of things into account in
homm e

terms of deciding on any further
action, if it’s necessary.”

Geoff Shaw and Ihor Wichacz,
both graduate students at the
University of Manitoba, first des-
cribed their role as double agents
for the Canadian Security Intelli-
gence Servicein a CBC-TV report
Tuesday night.

In interviews with The Cana-
dian Press on Wednesday, they
said they went to CSIS shortly af-
ter the South Africans recruited
them in March.

A six-month counter-
intelligence operation mounted
by CSIS, using the two as double
agents, was blown when word of
the operation leaked back to de
Klerk’s embassy in Ottawa in
late September.

QUESTIONED BY CSIS
Since then, said Shaw and Wi-

' Ambassador gets blast from Ottawa

chacz, they have been questioned
by CSIS and the RCMP, both of
whom are interested in tracing
the leak.

Cpl. Denis Deveau, a spokes-
man for the Mounties, confirmed
the force is making inquiries *‘but
it hasn’t reached the stage of a
full-fledged investigation.”

Gerry Cummings, a spokes-
man for CSIS, would not
comment on the Winnipeg opera-
tion, which marks the second
time the South Africans have
been accused of improper activi-
ty in recent months.

In August, former South Afri-
can ambassador Glenn Babb,
then campaigning in his coun-
try’s general election, disclosed
two diplomats had been barred
from Canada in late 1986.

mous tale telling’’ would violate fe-
deral legislation designed to pre-
vent government intrusion into pri-
vate lives.

““A lot of countries don’t do this
and I just don’t think it’s the Cana-
dian way,”’ Grace said in an inter-
view Wednesday.

Dye, the independent federal
spending watchdog, announced in
October he is forging ahead with
the hotline despite objections by
the Treasury Board president, Ro-
bert de Cotret.

The telephone lines could be buz-
zing as early as April.

However, Grace said he doubts
Dye can keep his promise to pro-
tect the identity of anonymous tip-
sters. The Privacy Act allows
people to look at governmnment
files containing their personal in-
formation.

“The person who is complained
about has the right to know who his
accuser is and what you are saying
about him,” said Grace. “Thatis to
protect them against malicious
and false accusations.”

He said it would damage the civil
service if managers were conti-
nually looking over their shoul-
ders.

SAVE MONEY

Deputy Auditor General Ray-
mond Dubois rejected Grace’s
concerns, saying the bottom line is
saving taxpayers money.

‘“We feel we have the statutory
authority to establish such a sys-
tem,”” Dubois said Wednesday.

Dye has been prodding de Cotret
for about a year to set up and ope-
rate a hotline similar to a half do-

Ken Dye’s hotline plan

zen already operating in Washing-
ton, which save U.S. taxpayers as
much as $50 for every buck spent.

Dye’s annual report tackles a li-
tany of government waste and mis-
management — from the use of go-
vernment jets to threatened wild-
flowers.

De Cotret has said he is studying
the idea, but has also made it clear
he doesn’t see any need for a ho-
tline.

In late October, Dye said he had
waited long enough. He put the ne-
cessary $400,000 into his own bud-
get for next year.

“The government probably has
enough problems right now and
they are nervous if we set up this
hotline there will be a tremendous

amount of people calling in and
creating all sorts of waves — some
justified, some not,” said Dubois.

But Dubois said all calls will be
carefully screened and as many as
90 per cent could be rejected imme
diately. Only complaints based on
hard facts would be pursued,

It takes courage for a civil ser
vant to risk the wrath of a superior
by blowing the whistle and a ho
tline could encourage more to
come forward, said Dubois

‘“We’re not going after the squea-
lers,” he said. “We're going with
the hotline so people who think the
system should be honest in spen
ding taxpayers’ dollars would just
come out and say what they see.”

Concern about report as
native inquiry wraps up

WINNIPEG (CP) — The Manito-
ba native justice inquiry finished
its hearings Wednesday into the
shooting death of Indian leader
J.J. Harper, with one lawyer voi-
cing fears about the fate of the
commission’s forthcoming report.

‘“What will happen to the recom-
mendations when this inquiry goes
away?’’ asked lawyer Hersh
Wolch, who represents the tribal
council which employed Harper.

‘‘Are they going to be followed?
Implemented? Who is going to
oversee them?"”

After hearing views next week

from native groups on overall pro-
cess inquiry commissioners Al Ha-
milton, associate chief justice of
Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench,
and associate chief provincial
court Judge Murray Sinclair, will
begin writing their report.

Justice Minister Jim McCrae
has given a commitment the inqui-
ry’s report won'’t be left to collect
dust.

The lawyer who represents the
Harper family said the family will
sue the city and police even before
the report is issued.
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Red osévwback for

Sherbrooke police Sgt. Normand Mercier and Capt. Jacques Gagnon
of the Lennoxville-Ascot police force were honored in Sherbrooke
Wednesday for their contribution to the area’s Red Nose safe-home
campaigns to halt drunk driving during the Christmas holiday season.
In the immediate Sherbrooke area, drivers who think they have had

too much to drink can call Red Nose volunteers at (819) 821-4646.
The student volunteer drivers will pick you and your car and deliver

both home safely.

But don’t jump the gun! This service will apply strictly between 6 p.m.

and 4 a.m. from Dec. 6 to 23.

-

another season of safe-home holidays

ANT SIMEON

Townships Red Nose president Jacques Lussier ushered in the 1989
Christmas campaign with mascot Red Nose.

Although there is no charge for the service, donations are gladly
accepted and will be turned over to the Athletas F oundation which

helps support student athletes.

Did' he wait too long to sue?

Gauthier case may go all the way

COWANSVILLE(JM) — Super-
jor Court Justice Pierre Boily was
asked Wednesday to establish a
new precedent on the province’s
Statute of Limitations.

The Quebec Civil Code carries a

. five year limitation in filing suits

following an assault.

Plaintiff David Alain Gauthier
was the victim of a brutal assault
and torture by Brome Lake police
on March 1, 1982 . He claims he
lived in such fear for his life that he
could not act within the five year
period.

Gauthier’s lawyer Martin
Gauthier said his client was unable

3 “to file the suit until former police

-

P

SEEP

-2~ ghief Alyre Thireau and former
%< Cst. Mario Beaumont were convic-

““ted of assault.
David Gauthier is seeking

" $400,000 from the town of Brome

&

&

»

Lake and the former policemen.

His lawyer told the judge the Ca-
nadian Charter of Rights and Free-
doms allows a 30 year delay espe-
cially when human dignity is at
play.

Psychiatrists heard as experts
for both parties agreed the plaintiff
could not have willingly begun a
civil action until he knew his at-
tackers had been convicted in Cri-
minal Court.

Lawyers Gauthier and Thomas
Lavin, acting for the town, both
provided the judge with volumes of
previous rulings concerning de-
lays under the Civil Code.

NOT PROVEN

Lavin suggested the plaintiff had
not proven gross negligence by the
town concerning the conduct of its
employees. Lavin suggested the

Quebec Police Commission was
equally negligent by not investiga-
ting brutality prior to 1975 which
was alleged by the plaintiff’s la-
wyer.

Lavin produced a judgment with
a settlement on $15,000 for similar
damages when a woman was bru-
tally assaulted then attacked with
an axe, and a $1000 settlement as
the result of a rape.

Lavin said the post event trau-
mas in those cases most be close to
those suffered by David Gauthier.

The case was taken in delibera-

‘tion and it seems unlikely Judge
Boily will hand down his decision
before 1990.

The case breaks new legal
ground so it appears almost cer-
tain the case will end up in Su-
preme Court — if the highest court
in the land decides to hear it.
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Brome Lake:

Speedy sewage session for soils study

By Sharon McCully

KNOWLTON — Brome Lake
taxpayers will be the first to hear
the results of soil tests currently
being conducted to assess the fea-
sibility of installing a local sewage
system to serve Fisher’s Point
East and the Auberge du Lac
condominiums.

Brome Lake council has agreed
to hold a public meeting as soon as
the report is submitted November
30. Meanwhile, Fisher’s Point
West summer resident Clayton
Campbell told council in a letter
Monday night that he wants state-
ments made in an editorial by Re-
cord reporter Rita Legault, chal-
lenged by the town.

In his letter, Campbell contends
Legault’s comment that some Fis-
her’s Point residents are flushing
their toilets in the lake is wrong.
‘FALSE’

“Are you willing to let such a bla-
tant false statement go unchallen-
ged? If you do I must conclude it

| f'?The trouble with these mellow types...is that they are cop-outs.’

KINGSTON, Ont. (CP) — Jeff

- Sarwer and his sister Julia, touted

:-as child protegies in world chess
-.competitions, have become cen-

"3

TS
.
»

".--tral figures in an unusual child-

custody case, the Kingston Whig-

Standard reported Wednesday.
Jeff, 11, and Julia, 13, have been

taken into protective custody by

- the Children’s Aid Society and the

case, which involves their seemin-
gly eccentric father, Michael,
starts in family court next
Monday.

The newspaper says the children
have been raised in ‘‘nomadic fas-
hion” by their father — it did not
mention their mother — as he mo-
ved from Kingston to Ottawa and
New York, and that they have had
an unorthodox education while not
attending school since they were in
Grade 2.

The society seized the children
after Vanity Fair magazine, in its
October issue, published a story
saying Sarwer imposed bizarre pu-
nishments on his children. It also

Randy Kinnear, Publisher

reported convictions in cases in-
volving children.

The society refused to comment
on the case.

Sarwer, 37, said from Ottawa: ‘1
will talk after Vanity Fair is off the
stands. I won’t be interested in
talking to anyone who participates
in this garbage Vanity Fair’s
started.”

In 1986, Jeff — who last summer
played chess on 20 boards simulta-
neously for a charitable event —
placed firstin the 10-and-under age
cagtegory among 26 children at the
world chess championships in
Puerto Rico.

Julia, then 10, placed first among
girls her age.

Last year, when they couldn’t
qualify for a government grant to
play in the junior championships in
Romania, a Canadian company do-
nated $10,000 to get them there.
They were eliminated in early
rounds.
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father’s child-rearing practices in-
cluded an annual head-shaving ri-
tual he and his son practised as “‘a
statement against vanity.”

It also cites a long letter Sarwer
allegedly wrote to a Kingston man
in which he explains why he had
kicked his daughter in the stomach
when she was six years old.

The kick was a message to her to
“think for yourself,” says the let-
ter written to the man who the

newspaper says witnessed the inci-
dent.

“The yardstick for measuring
responsibility in child-rearing is
not necessarily the amount of pea-
cefulness and wholesomeness that
the parents provide,’’ it continues.

“The trouble with these mellow
types who fuss over every whim-
per and detail of their child’s envi-
ronment with exaggerated at-
tempts to put love in their voices, is

must be serving your purpose in
some manner unknown to me,” the
letter stated.

Mayor Gilles Decelles replied
that the town is not in the business
of responding to newspaper sto-
ries.

A notice of motion by councillor
André Groulx to formalize ques-
tion period at the monthly council
meetings prompted reaction by
some taxpayers at Monday’s mee-
ting. Groulx did not elaborate on
the proposed motion which will be
presented to council in December.

Councillor Groulx congratulated
town fire and police forces for their
presence in the community Hallo-
we’en night which, he says, ac-
counted for the absence of reported
incidents.

Groulx also noted that town po-
lice were increasing their surveil-
lance outside the Knowlton Pub on
the nights the establishment fea-
tures a monthly event which en-
courages patrons to purchase
drinks at a reduced price within a

that they are cop-outs. They don’t
care that they are raising charac-
terless, spineless misfits.”

Vanity Fair says Sarwer was jai-
led for 10 days in 1983 for contempt
of a court order in a children’s aid
case.

In 1979, it says, he was convicted
of assaultaing the 11-year-old son
of a woman he met in Montreal.
Court evidence said Sarwer orde-
red the repeated puncturing of the

given time slot.
ROADS

Council approved a winter roads
grant from the provincial gover-
nment, but not without grumbling.
The Quebec transport department
delegates responsibility to munici-
palities for the winter mainte-
nance of some provincial roads,
but has failed to increase the
amount of the grant for the last
three years to cover the rising cost
of maintenance.

Brome Lake council will ask the
provincial department to increase
the amount of the grant to meet
inflation and increased costs.

A zoning change to increase mi-
nimum lot sizes for the Barnesfield
area, expected to be approved at
Monday’s meeting, was tempora-
rily put on hold until it could be
confirmed that present lots corres-
pond to the minimum require-
ment.

The monthly council meeting ad-
journed uncharacteristically after
a mere 90 minutes.

' Child chess stars taken from eccentric father by Children’s Aid

boy’s feet by an older brother, the
magainze said.

The boy had to be treated in hos-
pital for foot injuries which had be-
come infected, it said.

Sarwer is the son of Dr. Gerald
Sarwer-Foner, former chief of psy-
chiatry at Ottawa General Hospi-
tal and former chairman of Otta-
wa’s psychiatric department, the
Whig-Standard reported.

Ex-Provigo boss to study electoral system

By Dan Leger

OTTAWA (CP) — The federal go-
vernment — following up a pro-
mise in its latest throne speech and
calls for more public participation
in politics — has formed a commis-
sion to study electoral reform and
political financing.

The five-member commission,
announced Wednesday, includes a
lawyer, a businessman and repre-
sentatives of the three major politi-
cal parties. It will examine the way
people get elected to Parliament
and the financing of political par-
ties and campaigns.

A statement issued by the prime
minister’s office said the commis-
sion will be headed by Pierre Lor-
tie, until recently chairman of Pro-
vigo Inc., the Quebec-based food
giant.

Other members include Elwood
Cowley, a former NDP member of
the Saskatchewan legislature, Lu-
cie Pepin, a former Liberal MP

from Montreal and longtime
Conservative activist Don Oliver,
a lawyer from Halifax.

Cowley, who has most recently
been a financial adviser to a broke-
rage firm, represented the rural ri-
ding of Biggar in the Saskatche-
wan legislature from 1971 to 1982.

Pepin, a former president of the
Advisory Council on the Status of
Women, served in Parliament
from 1984 to 1988.

Oliver is a former vice-president
of the Conservative party. He was
briefly suspended from practicing
law in 1986 when the provincial bar
society found he had misrepresen-
ted facts during an investigation of
his handling of a divorce case.

Pierre Fortier, a corporate la-
wyer and president of Ottawa-
based Public Affairs Internatio-
nal, a lobbying, research and pu-
blic relations firm, rounds out the
commission.

The statement says a prime fo-
cus for the commission will be par-

Doonesbury

ty financing, a controversial sub-
ject among all three parties.
UNION FUNDS

Some critics complain the Libe-
rals and Conservatives depend too
much on corporate fundraising.
Others say the New Democrats re-
ly too heavily on union funds.

The commission will study ‘“‘the
means by which political parties
should be funded, the provision of
funds to political parties from any
source, the limits on such funding
and the uses to which such funds
ought, or ought not, to be put.”

More general electoral practices
will also be studied, the statement
says, including voter qualifica-
tions and the conipiling of voters
lists. It says the question of a per-
manent voters’ list will come in for
review.

The commission was mentioned
in one line of the speech from the
throne last year, but there have
been many calls for electoral re-
form. Mulroney said during last
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MARK, I THINK I KNOW
HOW YOU FEEL, AND BELIEVE
ME, IF I THOUGHT I WAS
BEING A HOME WRECKER,

/N, 1D HAVE NOTHING TO

x PO WITH YOUR PATHER.

BUT PHIL EXPLAINED TO ME
HOW HE AND YOUR MOTHER
HAVE BEEN EMOTIONALLY
ESTRANGED FOR SOME TIME .
I MEAN, THE MARRIAGE 15
ALL BUT OVER , RIGHT 2

year’s election campaign that fi-
nancing laws should be changed.

Some of the strongest criticisms
of current fundraising practices
have come from Quebec, and from
within Mulroney’s own Conserva-
tive party.

On Wednesday, Quebec Tory MP
Francois Gerin called again on the
prime minister to move toward
‘‘popular financing.” It’s a concept
in which the size of donations is
strictly limited to encourage more
people to contribute to campaigns
and discourage corporate dona-
tions.

Gerin was quoted in the Mon-
treal newspaper Le Devoir saying
he would boycott a $350 a plate
Conservative fundraising dinnerin
December unless changes are
made. Gerin, who is a strong
backer of campaign funding re-
form, threatened to ask supporters
in his riding of Megantic-Compton
to support him.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

IKNOW  DAD'S RIGHT.
YOULL WANT [T JUST HASN'T
70 BACK ME  BEEN THE SAME
, UPTHERE, SINCE HE GOT
'\ SON.  OUTOF PRISON.
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Liked 714-X so much he stole some...

Gaston Naessens: Crown witness full of surprises

By Ann McLaughlin

SHERBROOKE — A key Crown
witness expected to help prove the
case against Gaston Naessens
swung around in court Wednesday
and said he owes the self-taught
biologist his life.

Naessans, a Rock Forest resear-
cher who operates an unauthorized
clinic, is accused of criminal negli-
gence leading to the death of can-
cer patient Angele Langlais.

Roland Caty, 64, told a Superior
Court jury he knew of Naessens’
controversial cancer drug 714X be-
cause it cured his prostate cancer
in 1977.

Although the formula for 714X
has not been established in the
courtroom, the drug is not authori-
zed for sale by Health and Welfare
Canada.

LATER DIED

Naessens, 65, treated Langlais
with 714X. Langlais later died of
generalized cancer in St-Jérome
hospital in 1974, 14 months after
she was diagnosed with acute
breast cancer.

Naessens is also charged with
two counts of assault causing bodi-
ly injury and fraud, for injecting
the serum into cancer patients and
collecting money from them.

Langlais had 21 injections at

Coin toss Friday

N. Hatley result still

By Sue Cavallucci

SHERBROOKE — The mayoral-
ty for the Eastern Townships vil-
lage of North Hatley will be deci-

ded by a coin toss now that a Que-
bec Court Judge has thrown out the
tie-breaking vote.

Candidate Irenée Pelletier won

Naessans’ basement clinic. Her
husband testified earlier that
Naessens had then told the couple
the cancer was cured but that more
714X injections were needed to
keep her healthy, and Caty would
administer them at their home.

As well, a doctor said Monday
that Langlais might have survived
if she had received recognized can-
certreatment such as chemothera-
py and surgery.
REFUSED ADVICE

But she refused doctors’ advice,
leading prosecutors to believe that
Naessens convinced her she had
been cured.

Crown nrosecutor Claude Melan-

unknown

the November 5 election 174-173,
but Judge Gilles Gagnon ruled
Wednesday the deciding vote was
invalid because it had not been si-
gned by a scrutineer.

Pelletier announced at a press
conference he wants a new election
to decide the race.

“I want to withdraw before the
coin toss,” Pelletier said. “I do not
want to be mayor when the choice
is made by the toss of a coin.”

“The people of North Hatley
should have the last word.”

CHANGED HIS MIND

Opponent Brent Pauley had
asked for the judicial recount.
Although Pauley told a reporter
earlier in the day he too would step
down too if Pelletier did, he later
decided to go through with the toss,
whichis prescribed by law, said his
lawyer Paul Bureau.

Bureau did not say whether Pau-
ley would call a new election if he
wins the toss.

Pelletier said another possibility
allowed by the municipal code is
for the chief returning officer to
draw one of the candidates’ name
from a hat.

con was expecting to confirm Wed-
nesday that Naessens sent Caty to
Langlais’ home in St-Eustache to
give her more of the unconventio-
nal injections.

But when Melan¢on asked where
he got the serum he gave Langlais,
Caty replied that he had some
spare 714X left over because he
used it himself.

“Naessens gave me two bottles
and I stole four others,” he said to
chuckles from the jury and specta-
tors.

Caty then proceeded to tell the
jury his story of miraculous reco-
very from prostate cancer. He said

he took Naessens' treatment after
refusing to have his genitals ampu-
tated in a second prostate opera-
tion.

“I prefer to die standing up with
all my organs.”

He added that his medical re-
ports are available for the court to
peruse at Jean Talon Hospital in
Montreal.

WARNED HER HUSBAND

Caty dealt the Crown a second
blow when he told the five man, six
woman jury that although he did
inject Angele Langlais, he also told
her she needed hospitalization.

“I warned her husband that I did
not want to give her the injection

Seeking local match-ups

There was nothing that could be
done for her. She needed to have
her breast removed,” said Caty,
who is a retired chiropractor and
former Montreal policeman.

Caty added that the Langlais fa-
mily pleaded with him for help so
he showed husband Marcel Lan-
glais how to give the injections.

“Mrs. Langlais said ‘I'll never go
to the hospital, I'll never have a
breast removed’,” Caty added, dis-
counting testimony Marcel Lag-
glais told the jury Tuesday.

The trial continues today as
more and more Naessens suppor-
ters line the wooden benches in
courtroom 1.

Italian Chamber of Commerce opens city branch

By Sue Cavallucci

SHERBROOKE —The Italian
Chamber of Commerce of Canada
set up shop in Sherbrooke yester-
day with the inauguration of a local
chapter.

“T hope Italy will take its place in
the Sherbrooke economy,” said Al-
do Pier Federici Dott, president of
the Italian Chamber of Commerce.

The new chapter, one of about 40
in the world, is located at Howard
Park in Sherbrooke. The announ-
cement came as part of Quebec-
Italy Week, organized by the pro-
vince to promote cultural ex-
changes and mutually beneficial
business contacts.

According to the latest gover-
nment figures, export trade from

Quebec to Italy is about $260 mil-

lion a year while Italian exports to
the province total about $740 mil-
lion.

Jean Parenteau, vice-president
of Sherbrooke's industrial develo-
ment council and one of the major
players in bringing the Italian
Chamber to the area, said Italian
industrialists now visiting Sher-
brooke will be matched with busi-
nesspeople from the region in simi-
lar industries.

Companies trading bio-medical
supplies and plastics are expected
to benefit most, he said.

DIRECT LINE

“With the new centre, we hope to
bring Italian delegations here and
have a direct line to the national
centre of the Italian Chamber of
Commerce of Canada in Mon-
treal,” Parenteau said.

A document written in Italian by
the central arm of the internatio-
nal association and translated by
the Record says that one of the ma-
jor reasons for locating a centre in
Sherbrooke “is its close proximity
to the Boston and New York coxi-
dor, and Montreal. And because
Sherbrooke is one of the most im-
prortant industrial regions in
south-east Quebec.”

Silvio Carosi, a member of the
Italian Association of Sherbrooke
and the new chapter president, es-
timates the city has about 120 Ita-
lian-Canadian families.

“We may not have a large num-
ber of Italians in Sherbrooke, but
we have the quality,” said Sher-
brooke Mayor Jean Paul Pelletier.

The centre will be operating
within a month.

z Pelletier says that if it is not le-
5 gally possible to pull out before the
# draw, he would definitely call an
% election if declared winner after

S “If Pauley does not call an elec-
g tion, I or the people will provoke
o) . .

% one,” Pelletier said.

North Hatley should vote for mayor déain, says candidate Irenée Pelletier. The coin flip is expected Friday.

Burglaries,

garden raid

Farnham man gets 15 months

COWANSVILLE (JM) — An-
drew Abel of Farnham got a 15-
month jail term after he pleaded
guilty tobreaking and entering and
theft of $2500 worth of goods in Far-
nham, and breaking and entering a
dwelling with intent to commit a
crime, as well as a few very minor
offences.

Abel’s first brush with the law in

adult court was for raiding a senior
citizen’s garden. Crown attorney
Henry Keyserlingk said police
found a sawed-off 22 cal. rifleand a
mask in Abel’s car when he was
nailed red-handed in one of the
Farnham burglaries.

Claude Hamann, seconded by
the Crown, suggested 12 monq:s

King Street clear

for the burglaries, three months
consecutive for the arms and mask
possession, and a five-year prohi-
bition against owning any arms,
ammunition, or other explosive de-
vices.

Quebec Court Judge Claude Lé-
veillé obliged and also placed Abel
on three years probation following
his release.

Workers ease off after bridge re-opens

By Elizabeth McKeage

SHERBROOKE — The workers
can relax. The Aylmer Bridge,
which has been closed for
construction since early last sum-
mer, has recently been re-opened.

The downtown King Street
bridge was closed on June 26 to be
removed and replaced by a wider
one. When workers began to disas-

semble it, the job was more diffi-
cult than they had estimated.

According to Marc Couture, fo-
reman at the site, the workers ran
into a problem while removing the
old bridge. They had to dismantle
the old structure without distur-
bing telephone cables strung be-
neath it.

Once this was accomplished

Open for business: The new A ylmer Bridge on ng St. is open and constructwn work is almost complm.
{

there were no other major pro-
blems or set-backs, although one of
the bridge’s oversize concrete
spans was ruined when a truck de-
livering it tipped over on the Eas-
tern Townships autoroute.

Construction is not yet finished,
but the bridge is now open and in
use. If there are no unexpected de-
lays, Couture said, work should be
complete next week.

RECORD/GRANT

Italy wanits to target the Sherbrooke market and vice-
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versa, says Italian chamber of Commerce prm'dqnl

Aldo Pier Federici Dott.

His mother really was sick

Con gets a week for guard’s split llp

COWANSVILLE (JM) — Guy
Girard was given an extra week in
prison after he pleaded guilty to a
reduced charge of simple assault
and a charge of willful property da-
mage at Cowansville Pententiary
during August 1989.

Girard split his classification of-
ficer’s lip and broke his glasses
when he was refused a pass to visit
his mother, who was in the termi-

nal stage of a battle with cancer at
Chicoutimi hospiital. He had not

see his parents since he was jailed,
and his mother died three days af-
ter his altercation.

Girard was not allowed to attend
the funeral.

Defence lawyer Daniel Lavallée
told the court Girard's internal
probation officer believed he was
trying to trick him, although the
prisoner’s information was accu-
rate.

Lavallée said<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>