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It is a great misfortune to have an Emperor under whom alt
things are toibidden and cniminal ;  but astiil g eater to have
one. uuder whom all thipgs are allowed. For.in the former
case, igjustice proceeds from @n individual; but in the latter,
the opp-essors ire innuineraile and continually changing.  All
who then acquire a munemidry ascendancy, become tyrants,
the more eager that their power should be felt, as they know
its duration will be short. Speechof M. Junius.
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“The thing which is, is that which bath been,
and there is no new thing under tbe fun.’

IRELAND, in 1798, by the vigour and
firmnefs of the administration of Lord
WasTMORLAND, had feen tranquility fucceed
t- disturbange. The feditious in office were
deprived of their employment..—Ti:e agents of
disaffe®ion were reftra..ed and pui‘fhed, znd
the executive acted upon the juftconvi&ion, that
to temporise with the turbulent would be to en-
courage them.

At this period, Earl Fitzwilliam succeeded to
the vice-royalty, who probably with an intention
of conciliating every refra&tory fpirit, and of re-
moving every obstacle to unanimity, adopted a
courfe of measures diametrically oppofite to thofe
of the former viceroy. He reftored to higher
offices thofe wbo bad been displaced, and feemed
to consider thofe who had fallen under the lafh
of the former adminiftration, as peculiarly entitled.
to preferment under bim : forgetful that aﬁé of
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Bovernment fhould be permanent, consistens,
and refpeted, although (iovernors might be
temporary : forgetful alfo th t to single out, as
objects of particular preference, perfans particu-
larly obnoxious in his predeceffor’s administration
would be to render the cenfure of the executive
in future, a fubjet of contempt, aftd that subse-
quent governors, by following his example would
be taught to consider his censure as a matter of
indifference, if not a cause for advancement.

Yet Earl Fitz-william’s meafures, however pro-
mising, in fpeculation, failed to produce the de-
sired effet in their execution, He met with ne
gratitude from thofe he pramoted, and no sup-
port from the partizans of their ancient cabals :
t e former, with nacural felf complacency, im-
puted their advancement to the neceflity felt by
government for their services ; the latter to its
timidity or weaknefs. The latter therefore con-
sidered t:.is first fuccefs as an earneft of future
fortune, when they alfo thould make themfelves
feared. ’

A period of diftrefs and danger fhortly aften
arrived, when Ireland was menaced with imms-
diate invasion, by a French force, and was the
aufpicious seasan chasen’ by this patriotic band,
(r.0st of whom had been reftored to their offices
and many of whom were members of the Irifh
houfe of commons) for the great difplay of their
talents, and the chief - exertion of their firength,
in appasing the wifhes and designs of govern-
ment. Headed by a party leader, who, like the

demagogues of fome modern republios, xulq
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fhout for rights, while he was intent on fubverting
all rights but his own, and who imputed all the
misfortunes which took place in the Irifh infur-
rections, wholly to the meafures adopted by go-
vernment in quelling them, * thefe worthy Le
giflators discarded the idea of labouring to refto.
re tranquility to their country, or of giving effe®
to the exertions making for its defence, and even
insinuated that they ought not to engage in wars,
occasioned by interests in which they had no
participation.  Grievances were the 1nly fubje@
af their laudable investigation, and this call was
publithed to all manner of perfons “ Come unto
us all ye that are beavyladen and obtain redrefs.”+
After fuch an invitation, it could not be suppofed
that caufes of complaint would remain long undif-
covered ; and indeed an abundant harvest of gri-
evances of rapid and luxuriant growth foon ripe-
ned before them-—among such a set of men, could
grievances be long wanting, while the King en-
joyed prerogatives, the nobles held privileges, or
tise judges poflefled independence? By turns we-
1 all these subje@ted tp their zealous and loyal
animadversion, '

It was now perceived that a recourse to for-
mer vigorous meafures, a departure from which
had been produdive of so much inconvenience,
gould aloae be consistent with security ! that a
body of men intent ouly on rendering all autho-
rity fubservient to their own, and attacking at

once

* See fpeeches in the Irith Houfe of Commons.
t See proceedings in Dublin in 178,
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once the prerogative of t! e Crown, the dignity
of the Upper Houfe, and the independence of
ti e Judiciary, could be kept in order only by
the resiftance, and not by the conceffions of the
executive. That to silence the most clamorous
by grants of power or place, would be to raife
up an endlefs succeflion of new claimaints of e-
qual avidity, and that no Government can ex-
pect to Lave faithful fervants, if the path of fedi-
tion be the road to preferment; and if it
lavithes its best rewards on thofe who have
nicft effectually obstructed its meafures. It was
considered that raising his enemies to power,
had coft Charles the 1st his kingdom ; that the
conceflions of Louis the 16th to the. national
convention, were the caufe of his ruin ; and that
rulers to be long loved muft alfo be feared—
Y hoever is feared by none, can prote&t none,
and what mctive can exift for attachment to a
Government incapable of affording protetion.

NERVA.

~N. B. Asthe cémsideration of Irifh affairs of

recent date is not witliout :nterest, it will be res
fumed occasionally. -

March, 1813,

No.
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“The thing which is, is thet which bath been,and
there is no new thing under the fun.”

FTER the lapfe of a twelvemonth, duiring

wich indifpofition has allowed no extrane-
ous concerns, to mingle wit perfonal fuTrings,
we feel with returning heaith, a renewal of tre in-
tereft excited by the fituation of ot -ers, and NER-
VA, according to promife, refumes the confider-
ation of Irith affairs. .

The enlightened and judicious biographer of
the younger Pitt, beftows fevere and unqualified
cenfure on the adminiftration of Ireland under
Earl Fitz-William, w"ile t-e friends of the latter
have endeavored to palliate the errors they could
not deny, and to juftify his motives where ti.cy
could not juftify his meafures. But we as po/ir-
cal enquiries, ought only to examine his conduct
to determine whether the blame of his cenfors be
merited of unjuft ; for of his motives we muft e-
ver remain in ignorance, and were they even
known to us, they are confiderations with which
we could have no concern, becaufe the fubject
of our enquiry is not the characer of the man,
but tae conduct of the ruler. We ask not what
were his: intentions, but wliether his meafures
were judicious, and whether at the time of
their adoption men of information and refle@ion
in Ireland,confidered them as caiculated to produce

ad-
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advantage or injury ? Whether Counsellors,
grown grey in the fervice of their country, ad-
vifed and appreved them, or whether with pre-
fumptuous confidence id his perfonal knowledge
he rejeed the opinions of the well informed, to
follow the fuggeftions of -his own incapacity ?
And whether he facrificed dr endangered, for the
vain, fpecious, and delufive mockery of an un-
founded & tranfient popularity, the real interefts
of his king and the future tranquility of his
country { . _ ,

By thefe tefts, as the only fair criteria, let us
form our opinions of the Viceroy, and we fhall
have nothing to fear from the influence of pre-
pofleffion or of error. ,

Between two fyftems of government propofed
for adoption, theorifts may often find it difficult
to determine the claims to preference ; becaufe
the péculiar defets of each may be compen-
fated by peculiar advantages ; but where a fyftem
of government is already eftablithed, there are
certain riules for its exercife, from which the ex-
perience of pra&ical politicians will pronounce
all deviation to be improper and hazardous. Of
thefe rulés, the motft univerfally admitted is, that
all changes fhould be gradual, not abrupt, fhould
be neczflary, not experimental.—But Earl Fitz-
William began his innovations upon his entrance
into office, without waiting to afcertain whether
Lord Weftmoreland’s meafures were adapted to
the fituation of thecountry, without indéed knuw=
ing what the fituation of the country required ;
orwhether« fudden change, even from whatmight

ori
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originally havebeen improper, wouldnotproduced -
greater evil than that which it thould be intended
to corre®. His proper path had indeed been
marked out fo: him, and every obfiruion and
difficulty removed by Lord Weftmoreland, whofe
labours had they been turned to advantage, would
have enabled bis fucceflor to purfue with perfe&
cafe and fafety, a courfe at once confiftent with
his own honor, and with the dig- ity of his gov-
ernment.  Yetthefe advantages were overlooked
or Jefpifed by the Earl who, like fome rulers, in
whom vanity has predominated over judgment,
difdained to govern in any refpe&, according to
the prefcription or example of another  In con-
fequence, he was fpeedily furrounded by men of
principles, avowedly inimical to the juft and long
eftablithed prerogatives of the crown, who were
the objects of his peculiar notice, and moft gra-
cioufly received at his table and his court. Situ-
ations of truft and power were accumulated upon |
individuals unknown beforein departments of
ftate, and incapable, as well as regardlefs of the
performance of their official duties, while their
rapacity was fo infatiable, as to force from the un-
willing viceroy himfelf, the obfervation, that if
England and Ireland were given to them as ef-
tates, they would ask for the Ifle of Man as a
kitchen garden.

A viceroy withthe afliftance of afliociates, de-
pendants, and companions of s0 unufual a caft,
it would be natural to expeét would differ in prin-
cipleand in ‘altion from meft reprefentatives of
Royalty. And the event fully juftified the expec-

B tation.
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tatiot.  The conciliation of the wort!:lefs became
his primary obje& and conceflion was confidered
the principal means.

In this fpirit, diffaffeQion was in fome cafes
fuffered to purfue its work unmolefted ; and in
othiers where the fer:tence of the law had been
formally pronounced the punithment was remit-
ted in a manner which expofed the adminiftration
of juftice to obloquy and induced the ignorant to
confider all reftraints upon licentioufnefs as a&ts
of oppreflion. We lament that he was not aware
that in times of difficulty, to leflen the Majefty of
the laws, is to endanger the rights of the throne,
which he was fent to defend ; & to fubvert the fo-
cial order which he was boundto fupport. We
Jament alfo that he bad no friend at hand to fug-
geft to him, and noreflexion to convince him,
that conciliation is not the neceflary confequence
of conceffion : The leffons of hiftory, or a know-
ledge of the human heart would equally fhow
that they are feldom caufe and effect. All whe

-from principle are interefted in the prefervation
of the power or dignity of government, muit feel
irritated by conceflions in favour of turbulence or
fedition ; and the favour of a few heartlefs adher-
ents, would be dearly purchafed by the facrifice
of the good opinion of the enlightened and the
loyal. He who carries his {fyfiem of concellion
{o far as to facrifice or offend friends of tried fidel-
rgv for the acquifition of doubtful or dangerous
herents, may if he pleafes dignify his condudi
by the name of conciliation, but will not have
much cause to rejoice in its rc{'u!t_, or (¢ congratu-
Yare,
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late hi mfelf upon the effes of his increair.;g .~
pularity. He may indeed be ufed by the peoplc
as a tool for a time, but will cerainly be thrown
afide even by his greateft admirers, as wanting
edge or power ; the moment the fa&ion he h.s
protected and advanced fhall find him unwil-
ling or unable to promote the interefts of a dif-
organizing democracy ; or in oth:er words fhall
find him unable or unwilling to aid in deftroy-
ing the legitimate rights of the crown.

Wiiether the viceroy was influenced by feel-
ings of perfonal refcntment, of ‘contempt, or
ofenvy, towards his vigorous and energetic
predecefior, or whether his condu was the re-
fult of timidity, the biographer does not fay ;
but allows him to make his eletion between th.e
two imputations of malevolence or of weaknefs.

The adminiftration of the Earl thus ¢ommen-
ced was continued in a manner which evinced
that alteration was at lcaft one of its objects ;—
Whether improvement was aniother muft be: left
to the difcovery of his friends, for we are forry
to flate, that our refearches have, as yetleft
us, without mformanon in that pamcular.

NERVA,
Monireal, Feb. 26, 1814.

Noy
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“ Tke thing which is, is that which Fath been,
and there is no” new thing under the fun.  For
the children of Belial went up againft the inbab-
itants of Mount Sier, and when they had made
an end of Mount Seir, they all belpedto defiroy

one another,”

N'BRVA again, relucantly, but as a duty, re-
sumes the confideration of the misfortuncs
and troubles in Ireland—fubje&s ill calculated
to afford fatiffaction ; but, as a check toour
diflike of diftrefling topics, we may refle that
the draught which contributes moft to health
is often leaft pleafant to the tafte, and that the
contemplation and injuftice of paft times, may
not be unaccompanied with advantages.

In the moft celebrated convention of Ireland,
known by the name of the Back Lane Parlia-
ment, a falfe and acrimonious libel was drawn
up againft the eftablithed authorities, which
they ftyled apetition to His Majefty, and cauf-
ed to be ‘prefented as fuch by five of their deleg-
ates,

In the public aflemblies of the fame countr-
the fediticus few, who ruled and guided the
minds of the ignorant many, by exciting and
ftimulating the jealcufies of the envious, the
projeQts of the ambuticus, and-the fears of the

ull=
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uoprincipled, raifcd a general outery in favor
of change, and the fubverfion of an ancient
order. It would be difficult to persuade tl.e cau-
tious and refleCting, that alteration neceffarily
implies reformation ; and they would be care-
ful never to confeund change with improvemcnt
~Yet change will always pof"cfa attractions for
toe multitude, becaufe in their apprenhenfions
it will always feem to promife wealth to the
pocr, digaity to tiie mean, and autl_xo; ity to the
weak. .
But it requires no puny effert to effect a
change and overturn the eftablithed order of
things ; to feize for the profligate the accumu-
lations of the induftrious, and inveft the vile
_ with the dignities of Lonour, in governments,
where the courts of Juftice, witha firm and
fteady hand, oppofe the progrefs of confufion
and innovation. The bond of fcciety within
. itklf, thetie which conne@s foreign nations
with each other, the fource of fecurity to the
weak againft the encroachments of the ftrong,
the chara&eriftic which diftinguifhes the civili-
zed from the savage, the fupport of order, pow-
er, dignity, happinefs and independance, eitser
exift in, or are formed, foftered, protected
and encouraged by the adminiftration of juftice.
This was feen, felt, and underftood, by the fe-
ditious in Ireland, and to remove fo formidable
a barrier to the promotion of their views, they
fcrmed the defign (a defign wild in conception,
great in ex:eri, infamous in prnm.plc, and
hazardcus in execulion) of criminating not a

S (r/(.’



(15 )

Jigle Judge, not a fingle court, but, in one in-
difcriminare and undiftinguithed mafs, a//the
colurts of juftice in the kingdom of Ireland. (a)

It is a rational curioﬁty which prompts us,
even where evils - will not admit of remedy, to
enquire from what caufe they fprung, and
with what defignsthey were perpretated :—Here
little labour of refearch is neceffary to obtain the
information. In the univerfality of this pro-
scription we difcover itg object.  Its caufe, ob-
je€t, and tendency, could be but * oNE AND
iwpivisisLe,” Or if thofe who have charity
even more than fufficient to cover all their fins,
and who will never fuppofe improper or crim-
inal motives for the commiflicn of any atrocity
however flagrant.—could poffibly imagine its
caufe and objeét to have other than revenge and
anarchy,—its tendency would ftill remain unal-
tered.

Ireland has long, and we believe juftly, been
confidered the country of bold adventure and
original charadter ; and we confider this fpeci-

men

() The chancellor of Irelund, Lord Clare, ut the conelusion of
a speech which bus been churactenized us being * uot only a
 uasterly display of manly and i ressive cloguence, biit as a
monumient of gennine patiotism,” observes, «hmt the Irish
had kitely had recourse tou pew revolutiona: v engine. Wl
it was fuund that the protection uilurded to the witnesses, mi-
vistrutes, and jurors, ensered and estobliched the operation
of the laws, u scheme was devised to ubuse the administra-
tion of justice.  Lvery mun evucerned in tHetadministrutiog
w.e held up as the most eorrupt, tysannical, and profligute
oi charueters; the truth was perveried, the most scandalous
s erepresentalions were made of the cenduet of the Courty,
v o p4 the whole feace of the tnien wis byttt bivisagate thee
b libachoeds”
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men of licentioufnefs, which was at that time
without precedent or parallel in any other coun-
try, asat once original and advent’rous. In other
countries confufion has been introduced by flow
and often imperceptible gradation : but the l-
rith cnt..usiafts prefled it onwards wito “fuch a
blaze of tmpudence, as had never glared upon
the world before ” In -other countries the pio-
neers to the army of miflrule were contented to
begin their attack upon order, by lopping off
the young and tender fhoots ; but in Irel.nd
they boldly applied the axe atonce to the maf-
fy and venerable trunk. Yet we would not re-
commend the plan for imitation—for it has now
loft the merit of coriginality, witnout becoming
more eafly of accomplifhment—it exhibits too
wide a range of hoftility, for the ex:rtion of
concentrated vigour. It fhows too furious a
rage to injure, notto call forth in oppofition,
the energies of the virtuous, and to roufe into
action even the meckners of the peaceful.

Could ti:e Party Leaders inlreland Jimagine,
that ti;e men of {ober reafon & calm refle&ioq,
in any country,would be induced to believe, that
all knowledge of the laws, and all love of juftice,
kad, on a fudden, forfaken the courts, their
proper fan&tuary, in order to enlighten and to
purily the mind8 of the evil or the illiterate
Could the reflecting imagine, that he ¢ whofe
grace paffeth all underftanding,” had in anin-
itant beflowed upon his ele&, the Democrats of
Ireland, that wifdom, which, to lefs fivoured
mortals, comes but as the fruit of ftudy, or the

les-
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leffon of exnerience @ Could tuey fappose that
Heaven, aiter aving hardened in its wrath, the
hearts of che Irith Judges, had fent its ¢ myftic
dove,” to fettle on the heads of the faGtious ? (4)
Would not the judicious and confiderate, on
the contrary, be induced to believe, that thofe
whofe character and fortune are at ftake ; whofe
aim in fcience is not to fubferve the interefts of
an individual, but to promote the common good
and dire the general courfe of juftice: w'ofe
tyranny could procure for themfelves no peifon-
al advantage ; whofe fituation leaves them no-
thiag to hope, but every thingto fear, from in-
furre&tion and difturbanc.,~-would not, we re-
peat, the judicious and confiderate believe, that
fuch men were entitled to confidence and defer»
ving of attachment?  Would they not fee with
alarm, by chara@ers of what caft it was defirzd,
to fupply the places, which thofe who then held
them, had fo long and fo worthily filled? And
would tiiey not luok with contempt or abhor-
rence, upon the clamours or accufations of thofe
who were without chara&er or fortune to be
loft ; or whofe aims in fcience were merely felf-
ith and venal ; or to whom change only held out
profpects of good, without a ccunterpoife in the
Fears of evil ? Such, there can be no doubt, would
be the feelings of the wife ; and fuch were, in
Ireland, the féelings of all who were honorable
in rank, eminent in learnirg, and refpectable
in worth. But they confidered it their duty
c not

d[b] These are my beloved childrenin whom I am well pleas-
eq,
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not to confine their fentiments and approbation
within their own breafts. They came publicly
forward to refcue from undeferved afperfions,
the entire body of the judiciary, compofed cf
men, whom paft fervices had entitled to grati-
tude, whom experience had taught wifdom,
whomage had rendered venerable—or for whom
talents and worth had fecured high and peculiar
eftimation. The Corporations, Grand-Juries,
Nobility, and Gentry, vied with each other in
addreffes ; fome intended for the throne, and
others prefented at the judicial fittings, expref-
five of their refpe@and confidence in theircourts,
their equal attachment to the laws, and their
adminiftration ; and their earneft defire, by ev-
ery exertion, to give ftrength and permanence
to both. .

Let us hope—not with the confidence of fol-
ly, but with the diffidence of thc wife, ever rea-
dy for new exertions, if new calls fhould
make them neceffary—that their virtuous ef-
forts may not prove ineffeual—that their pat-
riotic withes may not be difappointed—and
that wien peace from foreign enemies fhall a-
gain wave her ¢ glad Olive” over the fons of
Erin—the machinations of inteftine foes may
not difturb their enjoyment of the bleflings of
domeftic tranquility.

NERVA.

No.
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[No. IV.]

% The tbir)g which is, is that which bath been,

£ there is no new thing under the Sun”

ERVA has written of the *“ days of ot er
years,” (to ufe the expr flion of a Poer,.

(a) of the firft among nations in learning and
in virtue) and under the repeated affurances, t..at
his fpeculations have not been uninterefting, ke
offers a continuation of his obfervations upon
Irith affairs  In the laft aumber, fome zllufions
were made to that convention known in Ireland
by the name of the “ Back Lane Parlxament,
and with fome conje@ures refpe@ing this body
the prefent number will commence.

Let us fuppofe that the Back Lane Parliament,
(which we will charitably imagine to have been
at leaft as good as the long Parliament, or ti.at
which was known by thediftinguifhed anpellation
. of the Rump Parliament in England) had been
the third branch of the Legiflature in Ireland,
and as fuch had paffed an act which it had fent
for concurrence to the upper houfe. If appro-
ved of by the Lords, it would probably have
become a law, as the benevolence of his Majefty.
has rarely difappointed the wifhes of the reft of
the legiflature—and there would in that cafe be
no doubt of its propriety. If reje&ed by the
Lords, let us fuppofe the Back Lane Parliament

. to’
(a) Ossian, ’
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to have refolved, thatthe reje@ion was a viola-
tion of their conftitutional rights and privileges

and an additional proof of the utilit y of the ac.
In this cafe, alfo, it is clear, by the refotution
itfelf, that the act would be proper. The ap-
probation of the Lords, then, being a mere mat-
ter of form, fince their rejetion would of it-
{elf be fufficient to fhow that they ought to have
approved ; this conclufion irrififtibly follows,
that the Lords muft be a perfe& nuifance, a ufe-
lefs incumbrance, a cleg in the wheels of the
legiflature, and that the whole authority, to e-
nact laws ought to be vefted in the Back Lane
Parliament. Let us fuppofe the Back ° ane
Parliament to have made an addrefs to the Vice-
roy of Ireland, defiting the performance of fome,
alt of the executive. If the defire fhould be
complied with ; the Parliament would of courfe.
be fatifited ofits propriety. Ifcompliance thould
be refufed by the viceroy ; let us fuppofe the
Parliament to refolve (as was done in the time
of the unfortunate Charles L) that fuch refufal
was a violation of their conftitution and privile-
ges ; here again we thould fee, that t':ey only
Jefired what was proper: and from this laft re-
folution we fhould learn that the viceroy ought
to be “a flave to their power & a fervant to their
will.” (But this could excite no furprife, as he
bad indeed cn many occafions fhown himfelf
their fervant ; regardlefs of the interefts of his
mafler ; carelefs ofthe permanent fecurity of
the country over which he prefided, and defi-
tows only of fecuring the aj,pearance of tranquil-

.
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ity during his own adminiftration, at the ex-
punce of the reputation of all who had preceded ;
and at the facrifice of the peace of all w' o th. :!d
fucceed him,) and under thefe two refolutions it
would become perfetly plain, that the Back
Lane Parliament fhould be invefted with tic
whole Legiflative authority and the whole exe-
cutive power.  Let us then fuppofe bota oljeé&s
gained, and the the Back Lane Parliament, ar-
rayed in alt the Majelty of terror, “to reixn, fu-
preme, unbounded, and alone,” ——Cculd we
then alfo fuppofe (a fuppufition, in fuch a cafe
ricceffary for the fecurity of the people of Irel )
tiat the individuals compofing this numerous
aflembly would have no view: f private ambi-
tion to satiffy at the expence of the public ; nor
friends to advance by the ruin of others ; nor
refcntments to gratify ; nor avarice to fatiate ;
aor fycophantsto deceive, nor pafiicns to miflead
them? Coutd we then alfo fuppoté th. t * ftand-
ing at a guard with envy,” & guided only by the
pure and fteady influence of reafon and of vir-
tue, the members of this Parliament would feck
no other obje@ than the common good ? In
tie hitflory of modern France a clear, although
no cheering, light has been fhed upan this fub-
1e&, a light which has fpread alarm as far as civ-
ilization extends. Aidedbythis,we have not now
to lcarn that oppreflion of the people may come
from the people itfelf, as well as frem the throne,
and that of all fovereign oppreflors, the moft
bloody, ferocious and tyrannical, kas been the
txvereign people,  Should we then fee with pre-

Liie,
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teaded alarm 3 & fhould we canvafs with metap-
hyfical (ubtle‘y every right that has been exerci-
fed on the part of the crown, and fthould we not
beaold with rcal amazemert and terror, tie gi-
gantic and far more dangerous ftrides of popular
authority ? Should an inceflant a. d deafen-
ing outcry be raifed at the flighteft fuppofed
violation of the rights of an individual, even
where arifing from inevitable neceflity—and
thould we perceive with calm and ftoical indif-
ference the execution of a regular and fyftemat-
ic plan for covering with obloquy, or contempt,
every falutary exertion of power, cither civil or
military ?

The time has now gone by in which royalty
has been looked upon as a caufe of injuftice, or
an objet of dread. It is the certain, and almoft
the only fource of domeftic peace, and of per-
manent and regular authority ; and the fole nb-
je& of NERVa4, in his difquifitions upon paft
times, hasbeen to induce the worthy and en-
lightened to confider anew [for it muft have of-
ten occupied their attention already] whether
by a firmer, fteadier, & more vigorous exertion
of regal power, many of the evils with which
the world has becn vifited might not have been

~avoided. ‘The great body of the people in all
countries, when left to themfelves, are quiet,
harmlefs and inoffenfive.  'We believe no peaf-
antry are poflefled of more virtues than thofe of
Ireland —But, unfortunately like other peaf-
antry, they are compofed of ‘materials, which
may be wrought to the commiflion of every a-
. tro-
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trocity. ‘They are neceflarily ignorarit for want
of time, and of means to obtain information;—
they are credulous, becaufe ignorant—and chan-
geable and inconfiftent, becaufe credulous ; and
being tiius ignorant, credulous, and changeable,
tae artful may impofe upon t':em ; the factious
may irritate, and Jacobins miflead them.—Ire-
land repelled foreign invafion; but the expulfion
of foreign enemies is no proof of tranquility at
home—if it were, we might hail, as halcyon
days, the times of Cromwell or of Robelpierre.
Ireland repelled foreign invafion, and yetan at-
tempt was made to affaffinate the Lords Juftices
Fitzgibbon and Fofter at the inftigation of the
Jacobirs.

Jacobinifm has been defined to be the revolt
of the enterprizing talents of a country againft
its property and its order. When the delibera-
tive affemblies of a ftate do not make changes on
accout of ¢rimes ; but make crimes, or accufati-
ons on account of changes thatare defired ; let
none of too foft and eafy benevolence imagine,
that in politics, becaufe good is the profefled
obje&, good istherefore the defired end. The
aflaflin warns not his intended victim before he
firikes. Thofe who have overturned eftablifh-
ed governments, have never thought it necefla-
1y to give previous notice of their defigns. It
is not the ccncealment, but it woull be the a-
vowal of the real intention, in thefe cafes which
would excite aftonithment. For expreflions
¢t inviolable loyalty, an® attachment to th:e
erewn, look at the refolutions of the firft meet-

ings
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ings of delegatesin America.  For the languzge
of warm and enthufiaftic fidelity and devotion
to tie king, examine the proceedings of the af-
femblies which were *he nurferies of the Revo-
lution in France.  'What then is the criterion by
which we fhould regulate our fufpicions ? the
anfwer is obvious—the times in which the chan-
ges are propofed, and the manners and charac-
ters ot the deliberative bodies who propofe t:em.
Could tiofz be faid to be actuated by patrioti{m
in Ireland, who intimes of difficulty ond dan-
ger, endeavored to excite jealoufies and difcon=
teris, or who endeavored to deftroy or weaken
the confidence of the public in the adminiftration
of juftice ? Shall thofe be faid to have been actu-
ated by patriotifm, in Ireland, who exulted with
in.uman joy at the profpe@ of vengeance over
their fellow beings; or whoraved with favage
rancour to find tueir intended victims withdrawn
from their grafp? Who in clamorous contention
for their own rights, forgot that their fuperiors
had alfo rights to defend? and that thofe which
they themielves might claim, they were cntitled
to, not abfolutely, feperately, and irdcpendant-
ly, but relatively, dependently, and in connex-
jion witn the rights of others, and with their
own duties ? Sedition has too often appeared
in the guife of patriotifm ; treafon under the
mask of lovalty, for mere pretenceto obtain
credit ;—and if the mode and tendency of a
c.ange fhall be pernicious, and if the time when
it is endeavored to be efle@cd, fhall increafe
the evil, and if in frantic zcal for rights;-the in-

no-
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novators fha!’ be regar.llefs of propriety, decens
cy, and duty ;—every man in his feafes inaft
fuppole the intention to be infanous. The jus
dicious will not be influenced by profcflions
wilea t iey can julge by Hds.

To find {u frequeatly in the records of paft
times little more than a calendar of crimes, can-
not fail to be highly diftrefling to all the bene-
volent wio feek for hiftorical information. But
as “ hiftory is philofophy teaching by exam-
ple,” the refle@ing may lcarn from the paft,
the little reliance they « ught to place upon thé
prefent ; and if they hope at all for the tuture,
they will learn with the humility ot devotion,
to hope with fear. To live, indeed, under the
continual dread of great evils, would be of it~
feif a heavy calamity; but to live without the
drca:l of them, weuid be to turn t.e danger in-
to the difalter,

Hoftility with a foreign [iower may be avoid-

able and accidental—but Jacobinifm, a power
of domeftic growth, by the very condition of
its exiftcnce, by its eflential conftitution. is in a
ftate of attive, inceflant and perpetual hoftil ty
with all civilized people, and with all eftabliths
ed governments. The virtuous from principle
—the wealthy from intereft<—the elevated froin
-honor—tiofe in office trom gratitude=—and all
from patriotifm, are bound to oppofe its pro-
grefs with unceafing vigilance, activity and e-
nergy A

Let thofe who hold exiftence too burthen-
fome upon fuch terms, who hold the profperi-

p ty
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ty of their defcendants & the good of the com-
munity of too little moment to be fccured by
conftant vigilance and unwearied exertion, lie
down in “the llecp of duft and difgrace,” and
forget tacir families and their country.

No.
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[No. V.]

“ The thing wbhich is, is that whbich bath been,
8 there is no new thing under the Sun”

T was often declared in Ireland by the affo-
ciates of Napper Tandy, that ¢ any kind

of r¢form might do fomet.:ing to pleafe, but no-
thing to fatisty t'-e penple—it would pleafe, in-
a‘nuch as any reform once made, would make
every refurm afterwards more eafy. It miglht
t icn be cxpeted to move on from GRADU AL
to TOVAL.”—Volumes have been written u-
pon t. c abufe of words, and the neceflity of
uling them according to their fettle:, common,
and determi- ate accept.tion. But fome depar-
ture from eftablithed rules in the ufe of lan-
guage ought not to excite fuarprife, fince we
have long ceafed to view with aftonithment, de-
viations from propriety in condu&, wherever
intereft or party is concerned. 't he whole art
ufed by many demagogues to acquire popula-
rity and obtain fupport, has been the perpetual
ufe, and conftant mifapplication of certain terms
of magical influence ; indeed, among the illi-
ter~te and the vulgar, but to many of which,
the underftanding of the ignorant, is inadequate
to annex uny accurate, precife, or definite
idea :=Thus the name of Liberty, as proftitut-
ed by democracy, has no other fignification
than



( 28 )

than licentioufnefs and anarchy. Reform be-
comes fynonimus with change or altcration,
rights fignify freedom from all legal reftraints,
and exemption from duties patriot—** in de-
mocratic: fenfe,”

¢ Means one who labors to fupplant his prince”
One, who

¢ Maintains the multitude can never err,

¢¢ And feats the people in ti.e papal cuair.”

And by the multitude, or the people, is un-
derftood, not the quiet, innoffenfive, fubmiflive,
and induftrious community, who meddle with
no concerns except t.eir own ;—but the dif-
contented few wl.o are flagitioufly feeking tor
power, or malignantly engdeavoring to fubvert
it. It ought however to Le conftantly borne in
mind, thatin all countries the fpirit and princi-
ples of the difcontented few, have eve:tually
pervaded, and will always incvitably pervade,
the mafs of the people, where the wecaknefs or
folly of the executive has removed or lcffened
the falutary checks of eftablifhed power. And
principally, and moft fatal'y, will this effe& be
produced, where the imbecility of the executive
thall have carelefsly fuffered, or wantonly pro-
moted, the degradation and d!fgrace of judiciai
authontv ; an authonty, which, as kas been

.fhewn from the experience of ages 1n all civili-
zed countnes, and in all efl .xbi ifhed govern-
ments, it is eflentia! to prefeive amongit the
fufl in rank, extent, permanence, and influence.

Tortu..
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Yortunately for Ircland its connexion with Great
Lritain afiorded hepe of ultimate kcuu.), and
the removal of Farl Fitz-William, although lefs
ipcedy than was withed, and w0 late to prevent
inmry, was yer flhllC‘Ci’hy carly to allow his
fu cclfor to arreft the progreds of evil,  Let us
i tie declaration of the affociates Hf Napper
Tordy, before queted, of the difguife which is
carcul xted to miflead. T'i.is may be done with
no furti.cr treuble ti-an that of fubft! tutmg5 for
the words ¢ reforiny” and ¢ people,’  thofe
which lave been mentioned as fynonimcus in
the mouth of a democratic patriot, The whole
will then be unambiguous, will convey the pre-
cife meaning of the fpcakers, and will ftand
thus :— Any kind of change might do fomething
to pleafe, but nothing to fatisfy t::e discontented,
inafmuch as any c/ange once made, would make
cvery change atterwards more eafy. It might
then be expeed to move on, from GRADUAL
to TOTAL. In other words from partial alte-
ration to perfe revolution, wlica is prefumed
to be ti:c meaning of total change.

We gave in our laft number, a few conjectures
refpecting the Back Lane Parliament in Ireland.
Let us confider in what manner this interefling €
valuable portion of the conmunity would have
been inclined to procced thro the untried and
devicus ways, the intricate and pc.plemng ma-
zcs, it had determined to explore, in thenew
and dangerous march from gradual to total alter-

ation.- NERvVA hLas alrtadv remarked, that ta
effect a change and overturn the eftablifhed or-

der
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der of things required no"weak or puny effort in
government, where the courts of Juflice with
a firm anl ftealy hand oppefed the progrefs of
corfufion and innovation.  To deftroy the pow-
er &*influence, and to difgrace ti e charader and
principles of the judiciary, weuld t erefore be-
come an object of primary and indifpenfible ne-
ceflity ; and if accomplifhed, it might reafona ly
be confidered as tie Farbiager of complete fuc-
cefs in every fubfequent attempt for tive acqui-
fition of power.  Iu all fucicties, powwer mufl te
Placed fumewbere, and demecrats well knew, that
i) its exercife be olfiructed, or its exiffence annibi-
iﬂﬂf in one quarier, it mufl of neceffity encregfe ci-
ther relatively or alfolutely in anotber.

The example of tiie parliaments under Charles
1ft would fhow to tiie “ people™* the great ad-
vantage to be derived from a new jurifdi@tion
(before whom all fhould tremble, w"o before
had been moft fecure in integrity, talents, ftatior
and credit) by fuperinducing upon ti e old anc
known legillative authority of the Lower Houft
the diftinct and feparate charaQer of interpraters
of the laws; and the example of the fame par-
liaments, would affcid precedents of impeach-
ments “ ex wero wmot,” withcut waiting for
what the* patriots” migh.t cor.lider t!.e ridiculous
and unneceflary formality ofprevious complaint:
or accufations.  If any lover of order thould by
fo perverfe as to deny the propriety of fuch pro-

' : ceed-

“We nze this word, wud intend vsing allihe other umgics] terme

in tite b demiect e Sense, dccusdiing t, the - cemitions abivad,
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ceedings, the friznds of “refrn™ mivht ack him
if any “oly of insncould be f weil qualified to
d.termine the memiang of the laws as the Lower
Houle w iich a:lils in makinz then? anl they
musht also ask, wnether any man could be fo
ftupid as not to perce:ve, that if complaints and
accufations muft precede imjeac..ments, parlia-
meéntary profecutions mig'it nzver be in®icured
becaufe tie perfons injured might wilfully and
criminally refolve never to produce any charges
againft their oppreflors ? To thc advocates of
¢ liberty” therefore, it would be apparent, that
the Lower Houfe ought from its own mere mo-
tion, full power, and abfolute authority, to take
upon it'elf, without t"e tedious preliminaries of
complaint and proof, the entire affcrtion and
punifhment of all matters of delinquency. From
this practice the friends of * /liberty” would de-
rivea double advantage ; te houfe by its firft
vote might declare what was the law, and by
ti:e next vote might eftablith the matters of fact
how and by whom it lad becn violated ; and
by thefe eafy nd expeditious mecafures they
migl:t avoid all the lingering delays, and endlefs
circuitics, whicih obflru@ and impede ti:e com-
mon and cftablihed modes of proceeding. The
friends of  reform” would in t at cale be cno-
bled to deftroy, at once, all the refpect and del-
erence felt, by the lower orders (w.:om they
would ftylc the long opprefled and Llinded peo-
pecple) to thofe in authority, and would teach
ti.cm to behole with mingled horror and afton-
iflunent, as the favage tyrant.and bitter enc-
mee
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mies, thofe very perfons from whom, in what
the “ patricis” would call the days ot taeir delu-
fion, they had been accnftomed to expect pros
teGionrand juflice, and whom t':ey had besn
taug -t to regard with efteem anl veneration —
In the minds of the ignorant populace, to tranf-
fer t'.e odium excited againft thofe who are velt-
ed with judicial authority, to the fovereign from
whom that authority emanates, will always be
eafy, and muft be the intention, as well as the
tendency, where the entire bodyv of tie julicta-
rv is attacked and perfecuted ; tor, if a reform-
ation of the law itfelf, or of tire cftablithed prac-
tice in its adminiftration, be t:e real as well as
pretended object, it would be, with facility, at-
tainable, by a new legiflative ena@ment, with-
outa crufade againft t!ie judges, who under their
oaths of office, adminifter juftice, to the beflt of
their apprenenfion, in conformity to law, au-
thority and precedent. But t'.is would have
been a quietand regular courfe which would
have excited no popular feeling or commotion,
and confequently would not have fatiffied the
<« patriots,” becaufe its tendency from gradual to
to total “ reform” would neitlier have been ftrong
nor immediate.

Une ot the moft elegant and judicious hiftori-
ans, of one of the moft enlightenzd of nations,
[a Scotchman] has remarked, that  the jealous
itnovaters in the Lower House under Charles
the 1st, by promoting all measures which degra-
ded those vested with authority from the Crown,
hoped to carry the nation from a hatrcd of their

per-
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persons to an opposition against their office,
and by thofe means to difarm their Monarch.”
The Lower Houfe, in his reign inveighed with
bitternefs againft the courts, as  arrayed in ter-
rors,” for it was not their intention that any ter-
rors fhould be felt, by the “ people” fave what
the houfe itfelf might choofe to occafion. In one
of their refolves they openly told the Lords that
‘“ t iey themfelves were the Reprefentatives of
“ the whole kingdom, and that the Peers were
“ nothing but individuals, who held their feats
“ in a particular capacity ; and taerefore if their
“ Lordfhips would not confent to the pafling
of acts, which they fhould judge neceffary
for tie prefervation of the people, (of which
¢ the refufal of the Lords would prove the ne-
*“ ceflity) the Commons, with fuch Lords, if
‘“ any, as migiht be willing to join them, muft
“ unite for that purpofe.” They alfo voted
that “wien in Parliament, waich taey declared
“ wasthe fupreme Court of judicature, they
“ fhould determine what the law of t'e land wa:. 3
“ to have the determinations not only queftio-
‘ ned but contradi@ed, was a high breach of
* their privileges.” And on another occafion
¢ they declared that the king, feduced by wick-
“ ed counfel, had violated the rights and privi-
leges of his parliament, who in all their con-
fultations and acions, had propofed no other
‘ end than tae care of his kingdoms.” They
“ offered alfo certain conditions on which they
were willing to come to a good unlerftanding
with their Sovereign ; in which they modeftly
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required that no man thould remain in the coun-
&il w0 was not agreable to trem ; and that no
perfon fhould ne called to the Upper Houfe with-
out their approbation, nor t' e principal Judges
appointed unlefs upcn their recommendaricn,
‘and that they fhould be fufpended as oftcn as
trey became. obnoxious totle Lower i oule,
which they had, as before mentioned, voted to
the firft court of judicature in the realm. To
thefe reqm.xtmm the worthy and unfortunate
King, who in fentiment at leaft differed widely
from Farl Fitz-William, (although in blindnefs,
weaknefs and want of judgment, a degrading
refemblance, i many inftances, might be dif-
covered between then) replied, * fhould I grant
“ thefe demands, I may be waited on bare-hea-
¢ ded; the title of Majefty may be continued
« and the King's authority may ftill be the {tyle
 of your commands ; I may have fwords and
maces carried before me, and pleafe myfelf
with the fight of a crown and feeptre, (though
even thefe twigs will not long flourifh when
the ftock on which they grow is withered )
but as to true and real authority, I fhallre-
main but the outﬁde, the picture, fign, and
fhadow of a king.”

NERvVA is aware that he may be asked, why
in enquiriés concerning the affairs in Irelzmd
he indulges himfelf in excurfive obfervations re-.
‘fpe&ing the meafures of other countries and more
diftant periods? and that he may be told, if Lie
allows himfelf in one mﬂame, fuch a departure
from his fubject, he may in anotl:er, extend ti-c

licenice
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licence and fatigue his readers with . ¢l i up=

on natiops and times which have long ceafed to,

be interefting, or have been long involved

in obfcurity. To thofe who may be difplea«

fed at the prefent, and afraid of future dis
greflions, he can only reply—that, time, which,
carries into cblivion the memory of men. w:e
have long been numbered iwith the dead; ferves
alfo to remove the veil of prejudice and illufion
frem the condu@ of thofe who have more re-
cently departed.  In the immediate glare of fuc-
cefs there is danger that what dazzles may mif-
lecad  In periods far remote, the light of truth
gicams too faintly through the gloom of antiqui-

ty, to imprefs with much effect. In hiftorical
difquifitions as well as in all others, the golden
mean is to be fought if pracical utility be the
object propofed.  And in fuch difquifitions, this
golden mean may be found, in the annals of all
countries, in all thofe national occurrences which

are neither fo ancient as to difappoint t'ie labor

of refearch, nor forecent as to be liable to mif-
reprefentation, from the bius or prepoffeflions of
exifting and contending parties.’ Beyond t".efe
bounds Nerva will not wander, and while he
confines his walk within them he perceivesno im--
propriety in briefly adverting to thofe meafyres
even of other countries, which may ferve to ex-
plain or illuftrate the intention and tendency ¢
%;;proceedings of the malcontents in Irelanc.

~ “Rerva is alfo aware, t! a he may be told that th :
- back lane parliament did rot proceed fo fara.:
" - que lower Houfe under Charles the ift, and that
L a part
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a part of the refolutions of the latter were fot ex-
prefsly voted by the former. To this he will an-
fwer that "ut a very fmall excefs on fide of the
lower houfe underCharles the 1ft will be found
in what he has related, and that this {mall excefs
tnay probably be, by anticipation, an account
of the proceedings of fome future back lane par-
liament, inthe march to reform. )

NERVA.

Mo,
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[No. VI

“ The thing acbich is, is that which bath been,
& there is no new thing under the Sun.”

Let us fuppose a plan to have been long efta-
blifhed in Ireland to degrade the higher authori-
ties in the State.

Let us fuppofe the Judges to have been origi-
nally eligible to the Irith Houfe of Commons, and
the friends of “ reform” to have laboured to ex-
pelthem from their feats, under a pretendeddread
of the baneful influence, of evena fingle mem-
ber of the judiciary, inany body politic, altho’
“ butone againft an hoft.”

. Let us fuppofe that afterwards, to fatiffythe
clamors of the * patiiots” an a@ of difqualifica-
tion had been paflcd with the concurrence of the
reft of the legiflature, by which the judges were
perpetually excluded from the Lower Houfe.
Let us fuppofe the Lower Houfe to have been
principally compofed of, or. principally influen«
ced, guided and dire@éd. by, 1awyers, Attor-
nies, Notaries, and their Clerks; -=perfons, whofe
whole property taken colle@ively, would not
have amounted to as much as was poffeflcd by
many an individual taken fingly ;—perfons, who
could not on that account be confidered as any
seprefentation of the property of the country for
which’ they were to legiflate ;—a reprefentation

: which
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which practical politicians confider as eflcrtial
for the prefervation of tranquility in all govern-
ments ;—perfons who have little or ncthing at
ftake in ti:e co-ntry, could confequently feel lit-
t'e orno intereft in the maintenance of pub-
lic fecurity, or the exifting order of thinas,
fave only the intereft which might be excited
by their native integrity and virtue. (to ufe

a phrate of ]cgal amlngulty) “ be the fame
more or lefs ;7 perfons wlio being more i-amed-
iately under the controul, fuperintende~ce, and
dire&ion of the Jqucxary, would be more fre-
quantly e\poful to their animadverfions for im-
proprieties in condué ; and who would there-
tme find it extremely convenient to deftroy the
authority which refirained and kept them in or-
der ; or who would find it highly advantageous
to invefl t :emfelves with powers fupericr to * “ofe
of the Judges of the land, from a kncwledge
t at he whofe judge is his dependant, may ex-
pect, or if he fhall think proper, can even en-
force, an undue portion of Judxcxal favor and for-
bearance.

It muft be apparent, that altho’ the excluﬁon
of a Judge from fuch 2 houfe * might do.fome-
thing to pleafe, it would do aothing to " tifty”
its members. Let us then fuppofe the Lowcer
Houfe, after the lapfe of two or three years, in
furtherance of the lc ng eftablithed plan for de-
grading the higher authorities in the ftate,—to
pals.an act to difqualify the judges from fitting in
the Upper Houfe, and to depnve his Majefty of
the

- . -
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the peveer of calling them to his councils.  To
-the {cber & enlightened it might not be perfeétly
clcar, thata meafure whic* mig'.t agree particu-
larly well with the interefts, picjudices, vanity,
or revenge of a few Lawyers, .Altornies, Nota-
rics, and their Clerks, would, for that reafon,
be perfe@tly confiftent with the interefts of t' e
rcft of the community. It miy t indeed be -
gefted, that w!ile the Lower Houfe fhouid be
compofed of, or governed by ¢ .aralters ot {fuch
deferiptions, it could not be improper to coun-
teract tie efle@ of their preponderance, by ti.e
admiffion of all thofe into the Upper Houle, to
wiom their defigns and intrigues thould be brit
known, and whofe legal abilities and information
would be requifite to provide the moft conftitu-
tional and eflicacious means for rendering abor-
tive every meafure of dangerous or fufpiciousten-
dency. The fober and enlightened would re-
colle&, that needy, difcontented, and turbulent
Lawyers, Attornies, Notaries, and their Cleiks,
compofed the principal portion of thofe Aficin-
blies, which in a great country, and in modern
times introduced the “ regna de la loi,” and from
the benefits Lieretofore conferred by thele legul
an.: adventurous ckara&ters, they would learu to
efti-: ate the future favours to be expeted from
ltyﬂatlve bodies.of a fimilar compofition In
fhort, itis not.improbable if they Leheld the
Lower Houfe cdire&Ged . mpelled and agitated
folely by the harpies ci tiie fubordinate “orders
of the wa, by mere iI'‘beail pledders, through
legal % techuicatities,” ¢ Ly word catchers, who
' live
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live by {yllables, “that the worthy and enlighten=
ed would become more than ever defirous, that
the Upper Houle thould receive an acceflion of
talents and influence in the weight and dignity of
fuch Judges as his Majefty fhould tiiink proper
to felect,  Crif on t:ie other hand, any rcafons
could influencs them to wifh for the exclufion
of judicial wifdom, integrity, ifcenfion, and expe-
rience from the higher branch of tae Legiflature,
far more powerful motives would urge them to
defire the expulfion of forenfic ignorance, li-
centioufnefs, violence, and indifcretion, from the
Lower Houlfe.

Let us fuppofe the lat mentioned bill to de-
prive his Majefty of the power of calling the Jud-
ges to the Upper Houfe, to| have been rejected
with the marked disapprobation it deferved.
The failure of a fingle attempt could hardly be
expeted to diminifh greatly the ardor of forenfic
and notarial enterprize, or to leffen the charac-
teriftic perseverance of thefe unwearied cavillers
at points and particles. Such a failurewould on-
ly be confidered to make it neceflary to vary for
a moment the mode and nature of the attack.

" Let us then fuppofe the Lower Houfe, for
the purpofe .of making the neceflary change in
operations, and of giving mare effect to their
hoftility, to conftitute itfelf the higheft court
of JUDICATURE in the realm. and to invefti-
gate the RULES OF PRACTICE of all the
courts of King’s Bench, and of appeals in the
Kingdom ;—Rules which every court of Jus-
tice muft, by the very effence and fpirit of its
: €on-
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vonftitution, poffefs, inhersntly 11d without ex-
prefs autherity, the right of makiag; but which
the courts in Ireland were alfo authorized to
make by pofitive and particular legiflative enaQ-
ments. After partial and hafty examination,
by a few ofthe moft daring of the “ patriots ;
let us fuppoft the Lower Houfe to refolve t:at
all the courts of King’s Bench and of Appeals had
violated the laws of the land, (turning what the
unrefleGting multitude had confidered th:e pure
fountains of Juftice), into polluted fources of ini-
quity, and that the Rules of Pr &ice were uncon-
ftitutional, arbitrary, and illegal.

By fuch refolutions it is evident that not the
Chief Juftices alone would be declared culpable,
but that every Judgeof allt e courts of King's
Eench and of Appeals, muft be . equally guilty,
equally unworthy of his dignified ftation, and
equally deferving of puni’hment  For the pow-
er to make rules of Pradtice could refide onlyin
the courts, and not in any individual member of .
them. And as the Chief Juftices alone could 1.0t
conftitute the courts, the Chief Juftices alone
could not poffefs even tihe power to make Rules
of Practice. The Chief fuftices might prefide
indeed, but they could poffefs n6 more power
than any other Judge. Their pre-en.inence could
confift only in dighity, not in authority.

Let us fuppofe the Judges in all tae courts a-
bove mentirned to have exc: eded, not only in
talents and integrity, but even in number, all
tae Attornies, Notaries, and their clerks, who
prefumed in ti:c Lower Houfe to determine upon

. ¥ the
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the validity of their proceedings ;—and let us
fuppofe (fince it would carry an appearance of
abfurdity, if, from a difference of opinion, a
fmaller number of the under graduates, in t-e
boundlefs and uncertain fcience of the law fhould
boldly criminate a greater number of the hizher
orders in the fame profeffion,) that the Lower
Houfe thould not at once venture to profecute all
the Judges, whom by neceflary and unavoidable
implication, .they had declared to be guilty, but
fhould felect, as objets of impeachment, only
two Chief Juftices, "whofe removalc uld be no
more neceflary, or advantageousto the inhabitants
of Ireland, than the removal of all their :flociates
in unputed iniquity. Would not fo partial a
meafure appear ridiculous when it thould be con-
fidered that the * patriots” would have left all
their fellow fubjects ftill expofed to the pretend-
ed tyranny of the remaining judges, which they
might have hoped to preyent, if they had acted
with proper confiftency, and had impeached all
the Chietf and pulfne Judges of the bench and
of appeals “ en masse”: Would it not in confe-
quence be fuppofed, that t! e felection of only two
Chief Juftices, as the immediate victims, was
made merely to prevent the too early and com-
plete dxfplay of the defigns of the friends of the
“ people,* which might be rendered more dan-
gerous, or be liable to more obftru@ions in the
execution, if perfect light (hould be allowed to
fhine upon the entire plan, and it could be view-
ed in its whole extent ?’
Under circumftances ﬁmxlar to thofe which
haVQ
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have been hypothetically imagined, itwould be-
come the imperious duty of every well wifher to -
his country to expofe to deteftation, the inten-
tions of tie pretenders to loyalty, (@) and to
break in their Lands the iron rod of oppreffion,”
a fcourge which they wielded only to introduce
confufion, and to gratify the malignity of the
mean againft the high. But, however, lauda-
ble the intentions and exertions of individuals in
private might be, the chief and moft effe@ual
fuppart, which could be afforded to the admin-
iftration of the Jaws, when attacked, could only
have been expected from the Reprefentative of
Majefty. From the Viceroy himfelf.

Did he give that fupport? Did he thow him-

felf even inclined to prote& thofe worthy fervants
of the crown, without whom his own authority,

if he remained in office, would in the courfe of
a few years have dwindled into infignificance,
or

(a) A celelrated poet has represented one of the English Mo-
faschs, expressing scutiments not foreign to our subject, nor un-
worthy the attenuon of his successors.

** My pious subjects for my satety pray,
Which to secure, they'd take my power away.
Cood iieav’ns how fuction cana putriot paint?
My enemy sull proves my people’s saint.
From plots and treason, lleav’n preserve my years,
‘But save me most from my PETITIONERS
Insatiate us the barren womb or grave,
God cannot grunt 8o much as they can crave ;
What then is Jeft, but with a jealous eye,
To guard the small 1emains of Royalty ?
The law shall still direct my peaceful sway,
And the same law teach faction to obey ;
Votes shall no more establish’d power control ;
Such votes as make a fuction seem the whole ;
No groundless clamors shell my friends remove,
Nor crouds have power to punish, ere they prove,

[
«
s

-



( 44 )
or would have required for its fupport, the intér-
pofition of the military arm, and the phyfical
ftrength of the imperial government ?

We make no affertions—we draw no conclu-
fions.—But let us fuppofe, that inftead of fuch
meafures as became the Reprefeatative of Ma<
Jefty—the Viceroy, forgetful that  the great can
“ never find fafety in humiliation ; that pow-
er, eminence, and confideration, ate things
not to be begged ; and that the high who fup-
plicate for tavor or indulgence from the mean,
can never hope for juftice through themfelves,”
had fought for the vain fhadow of popularity,
by facrifices to the difcontented, and by deferting
the caufe of order, and of thofe with whom from
Lis (tation, he was conneted in duty and inter-
eft, and whom from honor and principle, he
fhoull have held himfelf bound to fupport.

Let us fuppofe, that not fatiffied with being
at all times acceffable and fubmiffive to the fac-
tious, he even feduloufly fought them out, and
always accofted them with encouraging falutati-
ous ; & even honored (as far as honour could be
conferred on anotaer by one who had difregard-
ed it for himfelf) with cordial and viceroyal gree-
tings, and fqueezes of the hand, the moft male-
volent of tl.e crufaders againft judicial authority
and regal privileges. Thus practifing every form
and meannefs of familiarity as a part of the fyftem
on which the dignified ftructure of his populari-
ty was to be raifed. But what, it will be asked
became of this towering edifice of Plebeian favor
obtained at the expence of fo much time and ho-
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nor, and by {o many facrifices of independence
and of dignity ? Of this fairand frail fabric of
delufion, reared in the funthine of April day,
aad refting for fupoort on tie caprice and fickle-
nefs of faltion ?  What if it thould be anfwer-
ed, thatits fate alrealy ftan1s recorded in words
of evangelical authority,—* The ftorm arofe,
% the rainsbeat, the floods came, the winds
¢ blew, and the houfe fell, forit wasbuilt upon
“ fand, and great was the fall taereof,”

Nerva has, perhaps, too long prefumed to
woccupy the time of his readers with {uppofitions
of poffibilities, which the uareflecting may pre-
tend to be merely the dreams of imaginatioa.
But if the dream be not devoid, it may pzrhaps
ftimulate enquiry in the caufes from whence it
originated ; and the candid and impartial will
then determine whether he has been prefeating
to their view, merely the viions of his owa fan-
¢y, orgiving too faith{ul a pi&uce of modern

and degrading reality.
NERVA.

ERRATA.
“age 13 —Line 14 from the bottom, after contemplation read
of the factions -
23 —Line 1, for for read from
80 —Line 2. for goverament read goveraments.
81 —Line 14 for full power read certain knowledge.
84 —Line 8, after voted to rea be; and in line G from
the bottom, for in Ireland, vead of Ireland
38—Line 3, for Aave read Aaving
39 —Line 10 from the botton. for regns read regne
40—=Line 1, fo 4y rerd oa; and lins 8, for discentios
reuad discretion,






