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VINDICAT ION
O F T H E

CONDUCT
OF

Captain Chriflophsr Middleton,
I N

A late Voyage on Board his Majefty’s Ship the 
Furnace, on a Difcovery of a North-Weft 
Paftage to the We hern American Ocean, &c.

Secretary Corbett’* Letter to Captain 
Middle ton.

SIR, Admiralty-Office, 23d May, 1743.
R. ARTHUR DOBBS having laid before 

my Lords Commifiioners of the Admi­
ralty, Objedions to your Condud in your 

late Voyage in the Furnace Sloop, together with the 
Difcovery Pink, in order to find out a north-wed 
Paffage ; and having propofed feveral Fh.eries, re­
lating to your Proceedings in that Voyage, to which 
the late Lieutenant, Matter, Surgeon, and Clerk 
of the Furnace Sloop have given Aniwers, I am 
commanded by my Lords Commifiioners of the Ad­
miralty to fend you Copies of the faid Objedions, 
Queries and Anfwers, and am to acquaint you, that 
the Pubhck having been at a great Expence in fitting

B and



(2 )
tind fending out the faid Sloop and Pink, in order 
to make the afore-mentioned Difcovery, which 
would be of great publick Utility, their Lordfhips 
think it a Matter of a very ferious Nature, and that 
they ought to be thoroughly fatisfied, that the Per* 
fon entrufted with the Execution of fuch a Defign, 
has ftrictly performed his Duty therein -, and there­
fore they expect, that you give a very particular 
and clear Anfwer to the feveral Points of Mifcon- 
duct, which you are charged with by the aforefaid 
Papers. Iam,

S I R,
Tour very humble Servant,

Tho. Corbett,

. J _

Captain Middleton’* Anfwer to Secretary
Corbett.

Honourable Sir,

I HAVE their Lordfhips Commands fignified by 
your Letter, with the feveral Papers inclofed 

therein, containing Objections to my Conduct in 
my late Voyage in the Furnace Sloop, and Difcovery 
Pink. As it is their Lordfhips Plealure, I fhould 
anfwer each Particular in a diftinct Manner, I hum­
bly pray their Indulgence, that I may have Time 
to make my Replies thereto ; not doubting, but I 
fhall make fuch fufficient Anfwers as will be entirely 
to their Lordfhips Satisfaction ^ and prove myfelf 
an honeft Man, and a faithful Officer and Subject 
to th. King. I am,

Honourable Sir,

Tour mofi obedient Servant,
CM.

To the Hon. Tho. Corbet,
This I fent at the receiving the 

Objections to my Conduit.
Captain



Captain MiddletonT Letter to the Lords of
the Admiralty.

My Lords,

AS I was not in the leaft confcious to myfelf of 
any Mifcondud during my Voyage to Hud- 

fon's-Bay, it gave me great Surprize and Concern 
to hear chat Mr. D—— had made a modi ungene­
rous Attempt to ruin my Charader and Reputation, 
and deprive me of your Lord (hips Favour and Ef- 
teem : In both which Refpeds I might have been a 
great Sufferer, if your Lordfhips had not been 
pleafed to order me a Copy of his Accufations. I 
therefore think myfelf obliged to return your Lord- 
lhips my very humble Thanks for allowing me an 
Opportunity of making a proper and juft Defence.

According to your Lordfhips Commands, I have 
drawn up full and particular Anfwers to all that 
Gentleman’s Objections and Remarks -, fubmitting 
the fame to your Lordfhips candid and impartial 
Examination ; being well allur’d I have therein paid 
the ftrideft Regard to Truth, and fupported the 
whole with ftrong Evidence of Fads, from the 
Logg-Books and Journals, as alfo from the Inftru- 
dions, Councils, Reports, Affidavits, CL. annex’d 
in an Appendix -, as muft, 1 humbly hope, give en­
tire Satisfadion to your Lordfhips, in every Point 
alledg’d againft me, and entitle me to your Coun­
tenance and Protedion.

Mr. D------has call his Reflexions together, in
fo confus’d and incoherent a Manner, without Or­
der or Method, and fo frequently repeated the fame 
things, that I was for fome time at a Jof SLow I 
might make my Anfwers clear and diftind, a ; your 
Lordfhips had required. At length I perceiv’d I 
had no other way but to anlwer him Paragraph by
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Paragraph ; and wherever I met with Repetitions^ 
to refer back to the Anfwers already given.

Mr. D------ *s Charges being of three Kinds, Neg-
lebl, Mifconduff, and Corruption, or the Sufpicion of 
it ; I have, for your Lordlhips eafier Perception, 
at the End of my Anfwers at large, made a fum- 
mary Reduction of them under thofe three Heads, 
and fubjoined the Subltance of my Anfwer to each. 
I have alfo added a Paper to fhew the many Con­
tradictions and Inconfiltencies in the Anfwers to the 
Queries, of which your Lordlhips have been pleas’d 
to tranfmit me the Copy.

But one thing is Hill unmention’d, which never- 
thelefs I am fully perfuaded is effentially neceflfary 
to your Lordlhips perceiving Mr. D------ ’s Obje­
ctions in their true Light, and tracing them to their 
real Source; and that is a fuccinCt Account of what 
has pafled between Mr. D----------and me (or relat­
ing to me) from the time I firlt knew him, almoft 
down to this Day ; which I have therefore alfum’d 
the Liberty to prefix to his Objections.

And now, my Lords, in an humble Confidence, 
that I have, to your Lordlhips Satisfaction, ap­
prov’d myfelf a faithful Servant and SubjeCt of his 
Majelty, I hope that your Lordlhips will be pleafed 
to allow me the Liberty to print a Defence of my 
ConduCt at large, in order to wipe off thofe Af-
perfions which Mr. D—----- and his Abettors have
indultrioufly calt upon me, as well in publick as in 
private, to the very great Injury of my Character 
and Reputation. I am,

My Lords,
Tour 1 )rdjhips mojl obedient,

&nd faithful humble Servant^
C,Middleton,

A



(s)
A Succinff Account oj what has pafs'd between 

Mr. D— and C. Middleton.

SEVEN or eight Years ago, being then fetting
out on a Voyage to Hudfon*s-Bay, Mr. D___-

often made ftrong Application to me, then a Stran­
ger to him, to quit the Company’s Service, in 
which I had continued many Years with much Re­
putation, in order to undertake a Difcovery of a 
north-weft Paffage into the weftern American Ocean ; 
telling me at the fame time, that he had already 
apply’d to the Governor and Directors of the Com­
pany about fending out a proper Perfon ; but that 
they gave little Attention to his Propofitions. I 
anfwered him, that I had experienc’d the Service to 
be fo beneficial an Employ, as I knew not how to 
give up with Prudence ; but he endeavoured to re­
move all fuch Objections, by alluring me he could 
procure me the Command of a twenty Gun Ship of 
War. I perfifting in my Refufal, he entreated me 
to recommend fome other Perfon-, but I defired 
alfo to be excufed in that Particular. However X 
offered, to furnifh him with all the Journals and other 
Memoirs I was poffefs’d of, which were likely to 
direCt him to the Place where fuch a Paffage might 
moft probably be found. For both he and I were 
well agreed, that it was in vain to expeCt it on any 
Part of the weftern Coaft of Hudjcn*s-Bay lower than 
65° of Latitude. Every time I returned home 
from my annual Voyage, he foJlicited me a frefh, 
and more preffingly than before; urging, that he 
was fure no one fo well underftood how to execute 
his Scheme as myleif. I anfwered, that I thought 
his beft Expedient would be to go himfelf, and then 
he might be fure of having every thing done to his 
Mind; befides indifputably fecuring to himfelf the 
Glory of fo ufeful a Difcovery, if he Ihould fucceed.

This
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This Advice, I perceived, did not relifh with him at 
all ; however he became thereon a little more moderate 
in his Sollicitations than ufual, till about four Years 
aero, underftanding that I had been difappointed by 
the Company as to fomething I thought I had a 
Right to expedt from them, he renewed his Pi­
ttances, alluring me not only of the Command of a 
Man of War, but likewife of a Royal Grant to my- 
felf and my Pofterity, of any of the Lands I fbould 
happen to difeover. Being in the before-mention’d 
Situation with the Company, I confider’d his Pro- 
pofals, and came to this Determination : That, if 
he had Intereft enough to procure me a Poft-Ship, 
I would undertake the Difcovery, and do my bed. 
He readily anfwered, that I might rely on what I 
demanded. As I was unwilling to part with my 
old Matters, without giving them fair Notice of my 
Intention, I told them, it was not likely that I 
fhould undertake more than one other Voyage for 
them. They propofed my continuing with them 
on more advantageous Conditions than before, which 
I refufed ; and from that time I adted in Concert 
with Mr. D----- . Sometime after this, the Fur­
nace Sloop was appointed for the Service of the in­
tended Difcovery, and I was to have the Honour of 
the Command : But finding that I was not to take 
Pott, as I had condition’d with Mr. D—, I de­
clined accepting the Commifiionfor feme Time after 
it had been made out -, ’till Mr. D-----—, by al­
luring Promifes that he would be fure to employ 
his Intereft fo as to procure me an Equivalent fome 
other Way, prevailed upon me to take it.

I think it neceflary to observe to your Lordfhips, 
that the Inftrudtions by which I was to be guided
in the Voyage were left entirely to Mr. D----------*s
modelling; and that they mention not a Word of 
fearching any Coaft, Tides, fcfc. or of attempting 

i ‘ any
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any Difcovery fouthward of Whale-Bone-'Point in 
65° Latitude {Append. I.)

For the feveral Particulars of the Voyage, and 
my Conduit therein, I beg leave to refer your 
Lordfhips to the Log-Books, Journals, Councils, 
Reports, (Ac. as alfo to my Anlwers to Mr. D—’s 
Objections, and to the feveral Affidavits in the Ap­
pendix.

On my Arrival at the Orkneys home­
wards, I fent a Letter to Mr. D------ , Append. XII.
with a juft Abftrait of my Journal, 
from our leaving Churchill River to go upon the 
Difcovery, to that time, by a Ship bound from 
thence for Ireland; and as foon as I arrived in the 
River Thames, I fent him a Duplicate of the fame 
Abftrait for fear of Milcarriage -, both which in his 
Letter of November 19. he acknowledges to have
received. In this Letter, Mr. D---- — fays, “ I am
44 convinced, from the Extrait you have fent me 
t£ of your Journal, that from the Welcome in 64° to 
<e the Latitude of 67 Degrees, there are no hopes 
“ of a Paffage on that Coaft ; and if there is any, 
“ it muft be further North, and confequently at-
<c tended with more Difficulty. ----------Upon the
<c whole, 1 think it would be in vain to pufh it any 

further that Way, i think the only fafe Way 
“ now is by the Rivers Nelfon and Churchill, &c.” 
He clofes thus, “ I hope to have your Anfwer as 
“ foon as you can conveniently, with your Journals 
“ and Draughts *, I wiffi you Health and Profperity 
<c in all your Undertakings, and am, with great 
iC Efteem, Dear Sir, &cP ( Append. XIII.)

In Anfwer to this, I fent him my Letter of No­
vember 27, promifing him my Journal and Chart 
by the firft Opportunity, and adding at laft, 
“ Undoubtedly there is no hope of a PafLgeto en- 

courage any further Trial between Churchill and 
*• fo far as we have gone, and if there be any fur-

46 ther
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cc ther to the northward, it mu ft be impaffable for 
“ the Ice, and the Narrownefs of any fuch Outlet. 
<e In Latitude 67^ or 689 it cannot be clear of Ice 
<£ one Week in a Year, and many Years, as I ap- 
<c prehend, not clear at all.

“ In any other Attempts, I fhall be glad to give 
“ you all the Afliftance I can, and furniffi you 
<c with any other Informations that you may think 
“ needful to promote your Defign ; but I hope 
“ never to venture myfelf that Way again.** (Ap­
pend. XIV.)

In the Middle of his Letter, of the 19th of No- 
member, are inferted fome Queries, which I anfwer’d 
in this.

His next Letter was of December 14th, 1742, he 
begins, “ Dear Sir, I have your laft, of the 27th 
“ of November, in anfwer to the Difficulties I ftart- 
“ ed, which you have fully anfwered ; fo that lam 
“ fully convinced there can be no Paffage N. W. 
“ by Sea, as we feemed to have had Reafon to ex- 
ct pe£t -, and therefore it would be very wrong to
“ think of attempting it for the future.----------I
4C have a Letter from Mr. Samuel Smith yefterday, 
“ that he has forwarded to me your laft Journal, 
<c and that you will fend me your Draught as foon 
“ as you have got it copied, for which I am very 
“ much obliged to you.

“ I ffiould be very glad you were employed in 
<c fome Way fatisfadory to you by the Publick, 
cc which you have fo juft a Right to, after having 
cc quitted the Company's Service in order to ferve 
£t the Publick, and wifh it were in my power to 
<s contribute to it ; I ffiould do it with great Plea- 
“ fure, and would go over on that very Account if 
tc it would be of Advantage : In the mean time I 
“ wiffi you all Happinefs.” (Append. X.V.)

I wrote back to him January, 1742-3, and 
fliould have done fo fooner, but that I was in an ill

State
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State of Health, which would not permit me to 
return him a mature Anfwer to a new Scheme 
which he propofed to me for my Concurrence in his 
laft, of laying open the Hudforfs-Bay Trade ; my 
Sentiments on which was the Bufinefs of this Letter. 
{Append. XVI.)

I am apt to think fyour Lordfhips will be­
lieve, that hitherto our Correfpondence feems to 
have been carried on in the mod; frank and fincere 
Manner, and that for any thing appearing to the 
contrary, we did repofe a mutual Confidence in
each other : yet Mr. D------foon after commenced
my bitter Enemy, and made ufe of the unworchieft 
Means to hurt me, as appears from an Affidavit of 
Mr. Wilfon1s, {Append. XK..) and from another of 
Mr. Dewilde's {Append. XXVI.)

The next Letter I received from him was dated 
from Lijburn (in Ireland) Jan. 22d, 1742-3, and 
begins this:

“ Dear Sir, In my laft to Samuel Smith, I in- 
“ clos’d one for Lord***, open for y cur Perufal,-— 
45 and in the fame Letter hinted at what I have 
“ difeovered from your Journal at large, viz. that 
<c you have made a much greater Progrefs in the 
“ Dilcovery of the Paftage, than you imagined 
“ when there; and that from the Lights I have got 
tc from your Journal, I can almoft prove that you 
<£ were in the Paftage, &c. and that Wager River 
“ is properly Wager Straits, and not a freffi Water
“ River------I only want your Chart of the whole
44 new-difeovered Coaft to eftablifh or contradidt my 
“ Judgment of it, which I am informed is come 
44 to Dublin, but not yetfent to me.’’

Here he introduces his Reafons, being much the 
fame as thofe he brings in the prefent Objections. 
{Append. XVII.)

I foon returned him an Anfwer at large, in which 
I endeavoured to undeceive him, by much the fame

C A rau-
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Arguments I have ufed a gain ft that Part of his Ob- 
jedtions, (Append. XVIII.) and indofed I fent him 
the Lieutenant’s and Mafter’s Report. (App. X.)

About February or March, Mr. Samuel Smithy
mentioned above in Mr. D------ ’s Letter, being his
Agent here, came frequently to me, and acquainted
me that Mr. Z)------was refolved to purfue his
Scheme of laying open the Company’s Trade ; and
much importuned me to write to Mr. D------ , that
there might be Jlill hopes left of a Pafjage, even though 
I thought otherivife ; for that it would be a means of
facilitating Mr. D--------- ’sScheme; in confequence
of which himfelf, he faid, expedited fome confider- 
able Advantage: But I told him, I could not do it 
at any rate, fince all things concurred in proving 
the contrary.

In April, Mr. Rankin, my Lieutenant, came to 
me, and Pnew’d to me a Letter he had received
from Mr. D------■, then juft come to Town, in which
he told him, that he had Reafons to Pafpedt Captain 
Middleton had deugnedly fupprefs’d the Difcovery 
he had made ; and that believing him (Mr. Rankin) 
to be a Perfon of Veracity, he defired him to come 
and dine with him fuch a Day, and fatisfy him in 
fome Points he intended to propofe to him. Mr. 
Rankin defired my Opinion, if he In ou Id go or not. 
1 anfwered by all means, and to fitisfy him in all 
things to the beft of his Knowledge. This was the
fir ft time I had ever fufpedled Mr. D----------ol any
tineandid Intention.

Mr. Rankin went on the Day appointed -, and, 
the fame Evening, came and acquainted me, that 
lie found Mr. Wygate, my Clerk, and Mr. dhomp- 
fon, my Surgeon, there; and that they all exprefs’d 
a Surprize to fee each other, for that every one 
expedited to have been there alone. That the 
chief Matter propofed to himfelf was, whether he 
çould draw up any thing to prove my voluntary

Negledt



( 11 )
Negle£t or Concealment of the Difcovery ? And 
that he anfwered, he knew of nothing but what was 
contained in Journal and Reports, which he would 
abide by. The Clerk and Surgeon* he laid, feem’d 
to be planted there as Witnefie.s to what he fhould 
advance; for there was little laid to them in his 
Prefence -, and by their great Familiarity with Mr.
/)---- i—5 he made no doubt of their having been
there before.

Upon this I determined to pay Mr. D--------- - a
Yifit myfelf ; and accordingly went, to him the 
feventh Day after his Arrival in Town. I fent up my 
Name, finding he had a good deal of Company, 
who all withdrew when I came into the Room. 
Being with him alone, he pretended to receive me 
very kindly ; and when I expre's’d a Surprize, that, 
contrary to what was ufual with him, he had been a 
whole Week in Town without letting me know it, 
or coming to fee me ; he anfwer’d, ’Tv/as on ac­
count of fome indifpenfable Attendances he was 
oblig’d to pay to Perfons of high Rank. Without 
further Ceremony I tax’d him with his fecretly 
dealing with my Officers; and told him, that if 
he had any Doubts to be fatisfy’d in, he v/ell knew 
I was always ready to do it myfelf, and l could not 
think he meant me well. He affured me my Suf- 
picions were wrong, and that he only wanted to be 
informed, for the fake of fatisfying the Lords of 
the Admiralty, why we returned fo foon from the 
Difcovery ; and found it was owing to the very ill 
State of Health of both the Ships Crews : And 
when I took my leave, he promifed to repay my 
Vifit foon, which he did in a few Days ; when, at 
my Defire, he perufed my Log-Book and Draughts, 
and having afk’d me a few Queftions about the 
Tides, took his leave, and I have never feen him 
fince, excepting once or twice by Accident.

C 2 About
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Abouta Week after this, Mr. James Smith, whom

Mr. D------himfelf had recommended to me as a
Friend [Append. XIX.) and as fuch was employed 
by me in the Voyage, as an Under-Clerk, and wrote 
moft of the Copies of my Journal, came and told 
me that a clofe Defign was carrying on againft me,
between Mr. D------, my Lieutenant, my Clerk,
and my Surgeon, and that Mr. JVilfon, my Mailer, 
beihg then juft arrived in the River, he believed 
they had drawn him in too, for that he was fure he 
had been with them once at lea ft.

Mr. James Smith came to me a fécond time, and
told me, that Mr. D------ had formed a Scheme to
invalidate my Journal, and reprefent it as a falfe 
one -, but that Mr. Rankin informing him, that his 
own Journals, which were already delivered in, and 
fo could not be alter’d, agreed in the main with 
mine, that Project was drop’d.

Till now I had only felt a Concern for Mr. D—, 
who had behaved to me in fo ungenteel a Manner : 
But this Intelligence warned me that it was high 
time to think of fecuring my own Reputation from 
his Attacks, which I refolved to do if I could ; 
and therefore, I forthwith fent to Mr. Rankin and 
Mr. JVilfon, and deftred that they would bring their 
original Log-Books with them, which they did ; 
and we paffed moft part of the Day in comparing 
them carefully with mine, Mr. James Smith aftifting 
us: And finding them agree in every thing of Con- 
fequence, they teftified the fame in writing, and fo 
did Mr. Smith, in the ftrft blank Leaf of my Jour­
nal, ready to be delivered to your Lordfhips.

At the fame time Mr. JVilfon and Mr. Rankin
both declared an entire Diflike of Mr. D--------- ’s
praflifing with them ; and Rankin added, that Mr.
D------had endeavour’d to make his Wife believe
that I had threatned to cane him, and perfuaded

her
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her to influence him to revenge it fome way or 
other.

Mr. Wïlfor?s Profeflions of relenting Mr. D—’s 
Proceedings were undoubtedly fincere, as will ap­
pear to your Lordfhips from his Affidavit (Append. 
XX.) I cannot fay the like of my Lieutenant. He 
meant me honeftly at firft -, elfe a Letter in his own 
Hand-writing (Append. XXXIII.) which I entreat 
your Lordfhips to read, proves him the worft of 
Hypocrites. But the fpecious Promife of a Com­
mand in another north-weft Expedition appears to 
have operated upon him, and foon altered his Con­
duct. As for my Clerk, he has openly declar’d, 
that becaufe I did not make him a Compliment of a 
Purfer’s Warrant, (which I am fure he never afked 
of me) he refolv’d to differve me the firft Oppor­
tunity ; and to that end took on in Mr. D—■—’s 
Service -, not doubting, with the help of his Friend 
the Surgeon, to do my Bufinefs, and be rewarded 
on that Account with a Purferfhip. (Mr. Dewilde's, 
Mr. Wilfon's^ and Mr. Macbeath's Affidavits, App. 
XX. XXI. and XXVI.)

On the other hand, as I have already acknow­
ledged the very friendly Admonitions of Mr. James
Smith, Mr. D------*s particular Friend, I ought
not to forget Mr. John Lindrick, another young
Gentleman of Mr. D------------ ’s recommending,
for the generous Account of my Behaviour which he 
lent his Father from the Orkneys, at a Time when 
he little thought I fhould be reprefented in fo dif­
ferent Colours ; His Letter it feems was printed in 
fome of the Irijh News-Papers ; and I am told was 
reprinted in feveral of our own about November laft. 
{Append. XXVIII. andXXIX.;

Altho’ Mr. D------had contriv’d that his Scheme
fhould not take Air before moft of my People were 
gone away into other Service ; yet I have been 
convinced, greatly to my Satisfaction, of the Dif-
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pofition of thofe that are left of them, in and neat 
London, to do me Juftice : For without any Appli- 
cation of mine, hearing of the Defigns on Foot a- 
gainft me, they have enquired me out one after 
another, and offered to mal^e Affidavit of what 
they happened to be Witneffes to in the Voyage, 
and which they do ftill well remember. It was 
from fome of thefe I firft learned that certain Queries 
had been fent, by your Lordfhips Direction, to be 
anfwer’d by fome of my Officers ; which I find by 
the Tranfcript your Lordfhips were pleafed to or­
der me, have been anfwered accordingly.

This is the Account which I have mentioned be­
fore to your Lordfhips ; and I humbly hope your 
Forgivenefs, if it fhall be thought fomewhat more 
prolix than may be confiftent with your Attention 
to Affairs of much greater Importance.

OBJECTIONS of Mr. A— D— to the 
ConduCt of Capt. Chrijiopher Middleton ^ in a 
late Voyage for a Difcovery of a North-weft 
Paflage : Together with Capt. Chrijiopher 
Middleton's Defence of his Conduct, in An- 
fwer to the Objections of Mr. A— D—<

Mr. D-------

IT appears that he found a ftrici Tide at the Head- 
Land, N. E. of Brook Cobham, and that the 

Li de fome times rofe there 22 Feet, and that many 
Whales were feen there clofe in upon Shore, but none 
feen but in that Place and in Wager River by himy 
and in the fame Bay by Fox, and between Cape Ful­
lerton and Whalebone Point by Scroggs.

What



Capt. Middleton.
Journals, What Mr. D------ means by a ftrift

5- Ma' Tide, I cannot guefs. Being outward
iter s Anlwers ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ or jq

Leagues to the Eaftward of Brook Cob-
to Qu. xo. 
and 14.

ham^ I met with a Tide off the Head­
land, which run but two Miles an Hour, from the 
M. E. b. E. one Day before the Full-Moon : This 
is no more than what we find all along that Coaft; 
as alfo between Churchill and York Fort, near the 
Full and Change : And alfo, when it blows hard 
with a Wind northerly, we frequently experience 
the Tide to rife as high as 20 or 22 Feet. Twenty 
Years Obfervations along thefe Coafts, have con­
firm’d me in this, and all who have been duly ac­
quainted with them know it well. Our Journals 
do not mention any Whales, Seals, or Sea-Horfes, 

to have been feen nearer Brook Cobham, 
^ than off the Head-land, which is 10

Leagues from it, nor did we fee any near 
that Çoaft befides there.

Mr. D——
But no black Whales feen at any other time in any 0- 
ther Part of the Bay, or in Hudfon’j Straits, by any 
Ships who have keen in the Bay, either upon Trade, 
or upon making Difcovery.

Capt. Middleton.
I have almoft every Voyage feen Whales 50 or 

60 Leagues up in Hudfon’s Straits, and have frequent­
ly traded for frefh Bone in all Parts of the Straits 
and Bays, particularly about the Upper Salvages, Sa- 
lifbury, and Nottingham in the Straits -, the Sleepers, 
Baker’s Dozens, and as far down as Belcher’s IJlands, 
in Lat. 56° in the Bay, the Company allowing us 
25 per cent, neat Profit upon all fuch Trade. That

this
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this can be no other than the Bone of Whales 
actually taken in thefe Parts, is evident beyond 
Difpuce, to all who know, that in io or 12 Days 
after a Whale is dead, the Bone drops off of itfelf 
from his Mouth -, for it is imposable the dead Fifh 
fhould drive 180 Leagues in that Time, fince no 
Ship, even under her main Courfe, or at Hull, has 
ever been known by the greateft Storm to drive 
above two Miles, or two Miles and an Half an 
Hour : But it is well known, that a very fmall 
Part only of a dead Whale’s Body emerges above 
the Surface of the Water ; well then may it be ad­
mitted, thaat it would require at lead 3 Months, in 
the mod favourable Circumftances, for fuch Fifh 
to drive from Wager River or Brook Cobham, to 
any of the beforemention’d Parts, or to Rtipert 
River, where a dead Whale was found about 3 
Years fince, with the Bone all in its Mouth ; a fure 
Proof that it had lately liv’d thereabouts. It is not 
reafonable to conclude, that there are no Whales in 
Hudfori*s Bay, becaufe we have never feen any. It 
fhould be confidered, that in our Track we always 
keep at a great Diftance from the Shore, at a time 
of the Year when the Whales keep in the Bays and 
great Inlets. This is the Reafon why all thofe Indi­
ans that drink Train-Oil, and feed on Blubber, 
choofe to inhabit the Eaft Main, as I have been af- 
fured by one of them who lived with me three 
Years.

Mr. D------
That Wager River is a Strait and no frejh River, 

is evident from its Increafe and Depth, from the En­
trance on the Eajt-fide, to the South-wejlward and. 
North-voejlward, and alfo the Heighth of the Lands, 
and there being no Shrubs nor Limber on any of the 
Lands, tho* always found in the fame^ or more norther­
ly Latitudes, upon frejh Water Rivers.

2 Capt.
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Capt. Middle ton.
That Wager River was no Strait* but 

a frefh Water River, I collected from 
the following Particulars. ift, From
the Floods coming in at its Mouth from 
the Eaftward. idly, From its flowing 
18 Feet at the Entrance, but 13 at 
Deer Sound, and at the higheft the Boat 
went, no more than 5 or 6 Feet. 3dly, 

From the Water’s being almott frefh in the Mid- 
Channel above Deer Sound, lb that the Men chofe 
to drink it alongfide the Boat, when myfelf was 
prefent. 4thly, From the Water-falls being fo 
ftrong, as to force the Boat to come to a Grapnel., 
being unable to proceed higher up.

Mr. D------
The Eaft Entrance of Wager River was only 7 Miles 

wide, and from 14 to 44 Fathoms in the Mid-Channel, 
as they failed in, with a rapid Tide, which run from 
6 to 9 Miles in an Hour, hut farther up Weftward, 
even from 20 Leagues to 30 Northweft, it increafed 
to 8 and 10 Leagues wide; and fo as to have no Ground 
with a Line of 68 Fathoms.

Capt. Middleton.
It is a fallacious Way of arguing Wager River 

to be a Strait from its Increafe and Depth of Water. 
In feveral Parts of the Norway and Swedifh Coafts, 
there are large Rivers which the Natives call Fewrs, 
not above 10 or 12 Fathom at the Entrance, and 
yet they dilcover no Ground within, with many 
hundred Fathoms of Line. It is indeed not difficult, 
tho’ it would be too tedious, to account for all fuch 
Rivers enlarging their Capacities, both in Breadth 
and Depth.

The Land I faw here was as high to the full, as
D any
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and the Affi­
davits of 
Towns, Von 
Sobriek and 
Grant. Ap­
pend.
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any I met with about the River Wager : As for the 
want of Trees and Shrubs, thofe who have travelled 
from Churchill N. W. as far as the Arctic Circle, by 
Land, as Norton and many others, all agree, that 
after they had paid the Lat. of 6i° they never fàw 
the lead Tree or Shrub, tho’ they went 2 or 300 
Miles within Land, amongft Lakes and Rivers of 
frelh Waters.

Mr. D----- -
At 20 Leagues from the Entrance, it was full cf 

black Whales, Seals, and Sea-Horfes, when there were 
no Whales feen below, or without the River.

Capt. Middleton.
I faw myfelf only two fmall Whales, neither of 

them of the Whalebone kind, in Wager River, 
thefe were at Deer Sound, where the Lieutenant and 

Mailer faw others of the black kind, 
Matters Anf. gut none were feen above it-, thefe,
10 4. they were of Opinion, came by fome
Inlet on the Eaft-lide the River. Mr. D------fays,
that the River, at 20 Leagues from the Entrance, 
was full of black Whales, Seals, and Sea-horfes. 
None ever faw Whales above Deer Sound,, which 
yet is but 15 Leagues higher than the Entrance. 
But how comes it about that none of thefe were 
feen yet higher up, nearer his pretended Palfage in­
to the Weltern Ocean, where it was dear of Ice, if 

they came in that Way -, whereas my­
felf and others faw three at our coming 
out of the River ? After all, if the 
Whales came not in from the Eaft- 
ward, why fhould there be fuch Abun­
dance of Efkimaux about Savage Sound, 
but eight Leagues within the River’s 
Mouth, with Store-houfes of Blubber 
and Fin, and none to be feen elfe-

where
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where on the Coafts of this River ? Whereas, did 
they come in higher from the Weftward, the Inland 
whereof thefe Indians chiefly inhabit, we fhould cer­
tainly have found them and their Store-houfes that 
way, and not down the River 60 Miles from their
Homes. As for Mr. D------ ’s Seals and Sea-horfes
in the River Wager, I take them to be all his own *, 
I never faw any there myfelf, nor have I heard that 
any of my People ever did.

Mr. D------
.------ All broken Land at the Northweft End, with a
great Collection of IVaters full of JJlands, the Lands on 
the Sides as high as the Lands at the Cape of Good- 
Hope, and a large Opening on the Southweft Side,

Capt. Middleton.
The Lieutenant and Mafter fay indeed in their 

Report, that they faw, far to the Northward, a large 
Collection of Waters, with mountainous Land on 
the Sides; and on the Weft-fide bluff Points, and 
broken Land : But then they take Notice alio of a 
great Run or Fall of Water on this Side the faid 
Collection of Waters, which doubtlefs muft have 
rendered any Progrefs upwards impracticable ; and 
affords a ftrong Argument againft any Communi­
cation between Wager River and the Weftern A- 
merican Ocean. If it be worth while to form any 
probable Conjectures about fuch large Collections 
of Waters, I wou’d fay, Jtis likely they are no other 
than a kind of Lakes of melted Snows from the 
Mountains ; for feveral fuch we faw every where 
between the Hills, in the Valleys, when we were 
afhore on Mountains about Cape Frigid, and above 
Beer Sound ; as alfo on the S. VV. Side of the River 
Wager, where I was myfelf the Day before we left 
that River ;

D 2 Mr. D
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Mr. D------
which was never attempted nor look'd into,------.

Capt. Middleton.
tho’ Mr. D------ is pleafed to fay, that this Side was
never fo much as look’d into at all. The Truth is, 
we had made feveral unluccefsful Attempts to land 
there, but never could for Ice, before that Day.

Mr. D------ -
«------nor none of the Bays nor broken Lands betwixt
Whale Cove and Cape Dobbs, the South Cape of 
Wager River, were fearched into at all,------ *

Aug
Logg Bock
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Capt. Middleton.
At our Return from Cape Frigid to 

Brook Cobh am, we fearched exaftly all 
the Weft-fhore, as near as the Iflands 
and Rocks permitted us with Safety ; 
and faw all the Main-land and Bottom 
of the Bays, as is explained at large 
in our Logg Book, (hewing the Courfe 
and Diftance failed every Hour, in 
hauling off or on, to deepen and 
fhoalden the Water, which the Jour­

nal expreffes lefs particularly ; efpecially from Whale­
bone Point to Brook Cobham homewards : The reft 
of the Way Northward we had traverfed outward 
bound. Wre had very little hazy Weather, except 
in the Night, and then we lay by till Day-light, and 
hauled in as near the Shore as we durft. 1c was 
not poftible to mifs any Inlets where there could be 
&ny Hopes of a Paflage. Oft Cape Fullerton, we 

met with Rocks and broken Ground 
5 Leagues diftant, which obliged us 
to haul further oft' to deepen our Wa­
ter, and lay too for moderate clear

Weather,

Journal and 
Logg Book 
Aug. IO, II.
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Weather, between the two Shores. But when it 
cleared up, we flood in N. and N. b. W. into 40 
odd Fathoms ; if we came within that Depth, we 
fell into broken Ground, fudden Shoaldings, Rip- 
lings, and Overfalls. But between Lat. 64° and 
63°, we had better Soundings, and could come 
nearer the Land, tho’ at Night we were obliged to 
ke p a League or two further out, and drive, as 
per Logg Book, and ftand in Shore in the Day : We 
never, but once, were above 4 or 5 Leagues off 
Shore, and that was towards Morning, in Expe­
ctance of Day-light ; in molt other Places not above 
2 or 3 Leagues from the Land, and in 9 Fathoms 
Water off the Head-land in Lat. 63° 20. All the 
North-fide of the Welcome is high Land, and as far 
as Brook Cobham, appears very near at 4 or 5 
Leagues Diftance. Fox's Account of this Coaft, 
ai d its Tides, may be met with in a Book printed at 
London in 1635, entitled North-weft Fox, or Fox 
from the North-weft Pajfage.

Mr. D-------
— tho' the chief Places pointed at by Fox and Scroggs 
for a Pafjage \ they having mention'd them to be all bro­
ken Lands and Iflands, where many Whales were feen, 
where were high Li des from y to y Fathoms

Capt. Middleton.
Scroggs's Account is in the Poffeffion of the Hud- 

fon's Bay Company. I have carefully perufed both 
that and Fox's many Years fince. They are fo pro­
foundly unintelligible, that one may venture to fay, 
no uninfpired Perfon can make any Thing of them!

Mr. D——
•—— but no Stop made there by Capt. Middleton, nor 
his Boats ever once fent on Shore, to try the Tides, or 
fearch after Intets or Straits, tho' he had very fine

Weather
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Weather all the Voyage ; and tho9 at a Council, they 
had agreed to fearch that Co aft ; great Part of it 
being paft in the Nighty and having not been at any 
Time nearer the IJlands or Head-lands than 5 or 6 
Leagues ^

Capt. Middleton.
The Reafon I did not fend the Boat on Shore to 

try the Tides, was too melancholy a one to be eafrly
Mger’s Anf f°rg0tten ’ the greateft ParC of Cur 

to Qu* î 3 Affi- ^en were not °nly fick, but had al-
davits of Towns fo loft the Ufe of their Limbs ; fo 
anàVonSobriek. that if I had mann’d the Boat, the 
Append XXII. remaining Hands would have been 

infufficient to have work’d the Ship, 
or handled the Sails. The Truth of what I fay will 
fcarce be call’d in queftion, when it is known how 
many of thefe poor Creatures I was obliged to leave 
at the Orkneys, and how many of them fince we 
came home, have been, and ftill are folliciting for 
Smart Tickets, moft of which will, I fear, be for 
ever unferviceable to their Country and tothemfelves. 
If I had not impreffed 8 or 9 Men at the Orkneys, 
as I then wrote to my Lords Commiffioners of the 
Admiralty, I could nor polTibly have brought the 
Ship home, having not above 3 Men and 4 Officers 
who did Duty, that were able to come on Deck. 
But to return to the Tides ; they were fo far from 
being negledled by me, that I tried them frequently, 

and almoft every Hour, as alfo the 
Journal, Aug. Currents, which I could do as well 
Anf 13. on board, or in a Boat near the Ship 

in the Channel, and much better 
than within Head-lands or near Hands, which, by 
forming Eddies, produce a Confulion and Irregula­
rity in them, to which Caufe is undoubtedly owing 
the grofs Inconfiftencies which abound in Fox, Mr.
D----- A favourite Oracle. My Inftruéfcions ordered

me
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me to obferve the Height, Courfe, and Direction 
of the Tides ; but to obferve them a!mod every 
Hour in all Places, as I did here, would not only 
have been quite incompatible with our ever return­
ing home again, tho’ I had tried but 20 Leagues of 
Coaft, in fuch high Latitudes, where what is called 
Summer is fo quickly over ; but it would alfo have 
been altogether unneceffary. For wherever Î judged 
it proper to examine, I never fail’d to do it, as at 
Churchill Whale Cove in Lat. 62° 20', Wager River, 
and the Frozen Straits -, and having the exaCt Courfe 
and Height of the Tides from my own Experience, 
at thefe Places, as alfo in all Parts of Hudfons Bay,
I could not miftake the Floods for the Ebbs after­
wards, by obferving the Slacks, as Mr. D------ ,
an utter Stranger to fuch Matters, has attempted to 
infmuate.

Mr. D-——
------ the Ships having quit the Difcovery in the Begin-
rang of Auguft, -------

Capf. Middleton.
The Difcovery was not quitted before 

Journals, tpe j^th of Augufi, when we left Brook 
Cobham. This Month is confefTedly the 

fitted of all the Year, and the only one too, for 
making and perfecting Difcoveries in thefe Parts ; 
the Seas being then tolerably clear of Ice in fame 
Years j for in others, there is no palling at all to 
the Northward of Lat. 64°. If I had ftaid longer 
than I did, how could I have expeCted to pafs Hud- 
fon’s Straits, who well remember the Fate of one of 
our homeward bound Ships, which was lock’d up 
in Ice near Mansfield Eland in the Middle of Sep­
tember , where fhe lay confin’d three Weeks, and 
had her whole Crew' almoit frozen to Death. We 
ufually pafs the Straits homewards the latter End of

Auguft,
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Avgufl, or the Beginning of September at fartheft, and 
even then our Sails and Rigging are frozen to inch 
a degree, that if a Topfail be handed, we 3are two 
or three Days before we can get any Part of it fet ; 
but what Frefh-water-gentleman could ever imagine 
this in an eafy Chair !

Since Mr. D--------- is here again reiterating his
Complaints of my Neglebt of the Coaft between 
Whale Cove and Cape Dobbs, I mu ft obferve, that 
tho’ I did examine it carefully all along, as I have 
already fet forth, yet was I no ways diredted by my
Inftrudtions to do fo.------ Let me add, that fouth-
ward of Latitude 65e, a Paftage has been fought 
carefully and to no purpofe for thefe three hundred 
Years and more. For Button, Fox, and many others 
fince, have kept along Shore by Sea as far as 65°, 
and others ftill higher within Land *, which is luf- 
ficient to put this Point quite out of Dilpute.

Mr. D—------- .
— When almojl all the Ice was aifjolved in Wager 

Fiver, and none to obflruht them to the fouthward of 
that River, that Month being the befi Month in the 
Tear to perfect the Difcovery. The only pretended 
Reafons given by Capt. Middleton why he took Wager 
Strait for a River, were thefe -, That the Tide flow'd 
into the Strait from the N. E. that it was full of Ice 
as far as the Ships went up, and fomewhat higher, and 
therefore he took the Ice to be breaking up, as he went 
in ; and that at a Point, near which they apprehended 
there was a Current or frefh Stream two Leagues from 
them, they apprehended the Water was brackifh.

The firft was no Reafon ; for if it was a Strait, the 
Tide of Flood mufl follow them weflward, until they 
met the contrary Tide, and as probably they had not got 
half Way through, the Flood mufl necejjarily follow 
them from the eafiward.

Theï
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<Lbe fécond Reafon why the Ice was but breaking up 
when they entered the River muji be alfo falfe ; for 
none can imagine, that Whales in great Numbers Jhould 
lye up the River under the Ice not broke up, and none 
at all below where it was broke up ; it appears alfo 
that there was much lefs Ice above than below. Nor 
can the third be a Reafon, becaufe the Water near a 
Stream they apprehended to be a frefh Current jhould 
be brackifh, tho’ that is controverted ; fince there were 
great Openings into the River bejides that Stream that 
they never tried, and no doubt the dijfolving of the Snow 
from the Lands, as well as Ice, might lefjen the Salt- 
nefs of the Water at that Seafon in narrow Inlets.

Capt. Middleton.

Mr. D— having brought me back to Wager Ri­
ver, I muft attend him there again. None of our 
Journals lay, that the Ice was but juft breaking up 

in the main River. At the time the 
7ufy ‘5- Lieutenant went up to Deer-Sound, it 

was not indeed broke up in the Inlets 
Appen. VIII. and Bays, as his Report teftifies, but 

did break whilft he was there ; yet af- 
furedly it had been cleared away at the upper Part 
of the River fome Time. If the River itfelf had 
not been broken up, we could not have got our 
Ships into it : But it is well known, that in all 
frozen Countries, the upper Ice of the Rivers is 
blown up and firft of all gives way, from the Frefhes 
produced by melted Snow, which alfo hurries the 
Ice downwards in Concurrence with the Stream, 
and out of the River’s Mouth into the Bay or 
Ocean.

And now I am fpeaking of melted Snow, I can­
not avoid remarking the Weaknefs of this Gentle-

E man’s
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man’s Conjecture, that thefe Diflolutions fhould fo 
far take off the natural faline Quality of this ima­
ginary Sea-water, in fo wide and deep a Bafon, as 
to render it but barely brackiih ; when it may be 
made appear, by an eafy Computation, that fuch 
Addition can never amount to a thoufandth Parc 
of the total Content of the Water, and therefore 
mutt be altogether incapable of producing any fen- 
fible Alteration in its Tafte.

' Mr. D—----- .
— Another Reafon he alfo alledged why it was a 

River was, that the Height of the Tide diminifhed the 
farther wefiward he went, as from 13 Feet, where 
the Ships lay, to 10 Feet Dear-Sound, 10 Leagues 
higher, and to 6 Feet at the fur theft Bluff Point the 
Boats were at -, however this laft was only computa- 
tive, having not had time to make a full Trial ; but 
this, if true, can be no Reafon -, for it proves juft the 
fame in Magellan Straits -, by Narborough’j Account 
the Tide on the eafi Side rifes 4 Fathoms, within the 
fécond Narrow 1 o Feet, and in the Middle, where the 
other Tide meets it, it rifes but 8 or 9 Feet.

To make cut this rapid Tide in Wager River, and 
to account for the Whales being there, and coming in by 
the Way the Ships entered, he alledges there was a great 
Tide flowed through a frozen Strait north eaflward of 
Wager River, from Hudfon’j Strait by Cape Com­
fort, which was 18 to 20 Leagues long, from 4 to 7 
wide, but filled with Iflands, and faft froze from Side to 
Side, under which thefe Whales muft have paffed, and 
the Tide which filled not only the great Bay, above Cape 
Hope and Wager River, but alfo the whole W el­
come, as far as the Point near Brook Cobham, where 
he fuppofes the foutbern Tide met it, andraifed the great 

■ Tide there.

-c Capt,
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Capt. Middleton.
I do believe that my Conclufion, drawn from the 

leflfening of the Rife of the Tide in afcending Wa­
ger River, will appear juft to all who have been 
much experienced in fuch Affairs ; yet I own, that 
the In fiance of the Tides in the Strait of Magellan, 
which Mr. D——brings from Sir John Narbor ough^ 
admitting that they were duly obfèrv’d, is an Ex­
ception to this general Rule, and has been ofcen re-' 
mark’d as the only known one of the kind. How­
ever, no one who has paffed that Strair, takes the 
leaft Notice of any Brackifhnefs or Frefhnefs of the 
Water ; tho* they all remark the Abundance of 
Trees on its Ccafis. In a word, the feveral Phæno- 
mena and Properties of the River Wager do uni- 
verfally agree with thofe of all other Rivers where 
the Tide flows, in the known World.

Mr. D—------- .
In Anfwer to this it appearr, that no Whales were 

feen near that Strait nor Bay above Cape Hope, nor 
any where near Wager River ^ at the eaft End, nor in 
/fe Wdcome, until near Brook Cobham, and confe- 
quently the Prefumption is Jlrong, that the Whales never 
came in that Way. There are alfo Jlrong Reafons to 
Jhew, that no Tide from Cape Frigid could caufe the 
Tide in the River Wages'------ -

Capt. Middlelon.
It is true, as Mr. D------- obferves, that our Peo­

ple faw no Whales during our fhort Stay at the 
frigid Strait, or in Repulfe Bay above Cape Hope, 
tho’ there might be great Numbers in fhore wnich 
efcaped our View, as thofe certainly would which I 
have faid we faw off the Head Land in Latitude 
63° 20, if we had not been within five or fix Miles 
of the Shore, and the abundance of Sea-horfes and

E 2 Seals
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Seals which appeared every where thereabouts, is 
no final 1 Indication that thofe Parts are not with­
out Whales, fince they are feldom leen in Num­
bers, but where Wales alfo come. I have already 
contradidled his Affection, that none were feen near 
the ead End of Wager River, by inftancing three 
myfelf and others fiw there.

Mr. D-------- -.
——• and that it is highly probable, that there is no 

fuch Strait, and that it is only in Imagination, or cal­
culated to ferve that -particular Purpofe. For from the 
Observations he made in Wager River, where he 
flayed three Weeks, he could ajcertain the Fime of Slide 
at High-water, where the Ships lay in Savage Sound, 
which was fixed to a weft-and-by-north Moon, 'making 
High -water.

Capt. Middleton.
Ele might as well have faid, *Tis likely Hudfon's 

Straits is an imaginary one, as that, ’tis probable 
there is no fuch Place as the Frigid Straits. When 

I was on Shore at Cape Frigid, I lent 
Log-journal, the Carpenter and Gunner to the Top 
Jug. 8. of the iiigheft Mountain there, from
whence they could overlook and take a Gunndt 
View of ali the Straits to the fouthward, and the 
Land, Elands, and Bays all round. At their Re­
turn, I ftridlly examined them as to the Particulars 
they faw -, whether they were pofitively fure that 
the low Beach joined to the Land we flood upon ?

They afijured me it did -, that we were 
Mater’s An- on no Eland cut off from the Beach ; 
Le to Qu. antj that the Frozen Straits, of which 
11 ' they delivered me a Plan next Morn­
ing on board, was at lead twelve Leagues wide from 
the eaft to the welt Side -, and not Ids than four or 
five L agues over at the Mouth or narrowed Part.
I could indeed fee every thing very well from my

own
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own Station, except to the fouthward towards Cape 
Comfort, and the high Land that way -, fo that I 
was fatisfied the Frozen Strait did not lurround the 
Land we were upon : Befides had it 
been fo, we could not have had a Tide ^e[Qs 
fo ftrong as four Miles an Hour, which ; , / 
had like to have hailed the Ship into 
it. When I went on Shore we flood in within two 
Leagues of it, and were oblig’d, tho5 the Wind 
blew a frefh Gale off the Mouth or Entrance of the 
Strait, to (land from it, thereby to prevent our be­
ing hailed in among the Ice on the Ebb, and fet off 
from it on the Flood. I left the Ship between nine 
and ten in the Morning, and got afhore by eleven, 
when I found the Water had fallen five or fix Feet 
by the Shore, and noted it in my Memorandum 
Book. At my Return to the Boat at half an hour paft 
4 in the Afternoon, thofe who kept the Boat acquain­
ted me, that it had flowed four Feet, and I pre- 
fently meafured what Height it had to flow to the 
Marks of the lafl Tide, by a Pole fet up at the Wa­
ter's Side, and found that a Level continued from 
the faid Marks to the Pole made twelve Feet, which 
added to the four Feet the Men had obferved, made 
in all fixteen Feet for the whole Rife of the Tide ; 
though by fome Marks of Sea-weeds, &c. on the 
Shore, it appeared to have flowed, upon extraor­
dinary Circumflances, eight or ten Feet more. From 
the ebbing Water when I landed, I concluded 
the Time of High-water that Evening would be 
about 8 and 9 o’Clock, it being almoft four Days 
after the full Moon, and confequently a W. or W. 
b.S. Moon made High-water, and nota N.W.b.N.
Moon, as Mr. D----- -’s, the better to fuit his pur-
pofe, would have it.

Mr.
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Mr. D------..
tie tried the Tide when he was ’on Jhore at Cape 

Frigid, where he fuppofed the Frozen Strait, Sun- 
Gay the eighth of Auguft, and found it Low-water at 
feven at Nighty juft at Sun-fet as he affirms the Moon 
was at full the fifth at fix in the Adorning in London ; 
fo allowing for the Difference of Longitude, it was 
then three Days and eighteen Hours after )he Full-, fo that 
taking three Hours for the Difference of the Tide in that 
time, it was Low-water at full Moon, at four in the 
Evening, which was a SW.bW. Moon that made 
Low-water, confiequenily a N.lV.b.N. Moon made 
High-water there, which was four Points or three 
Hours later than the Tide in Wager River, and con- 
fequently could not be caufed by that Tide.

Capt. Middleton.
I muft here however do Mr. D------ the Juftice

to confefs, that when he afk’d me at my Lodgings, 
the only time he was pleafed to call fince my Re­
turn, how it flowed there on Sunday the eighth of 
Auguft', having not my Memorandum Book at hand, 
1 anfwered him, That, to the befl of my Memory, 
it was High-water juft at Sun-fet, about feven a- 
Clock : whereas I fhould have faid a little after 
eight, the Sun fetting at that time ; and if, as he 
relates, I faid Low-water, that was an inadvertent 
Blunder, for which I afk his Pardon.

Mr. D------ .
He alfo found at Brook Cobham, that a Wefi or 

W.b.N. Moon made High-water there, and therefore 
that Tide could not flow from Cape Frigid, as he al­
ledges from his Journal.

Capt.
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Capt. Middleton.
But to return to the Tides : Thofe

f ^er s o'1" w^° were on board perceived no Tide, 
wer to u. ejtjier 0j- Ebb or p'!00(i between the

low Beach and Cape Frigid, whilft they 
were driving and working to wait for the Boat* 
whereas if the Land of that Cape had been an Bland 
cut off from the low Beach, the ftrong Tide would 
have come round ir. But I lying open off the 
Bay formed by the low Beach and Cape Frigid, fe- 
veral Hours after my returning on board, found 
no Appearance of any Tide that Way.

Alter all, were I to grant him his Tide at Cape 
Frigid, how much could that avail him? It is not 
poffible to account for all the Anomalies and Pecu­
liarities of Tides, without an accurate Knowledge of 
the almoft infinite Caufes and Circumftances to 

which they may be owing ; as I wrote 
Letter of No. to him in November laft. Though it
appendxvi ^ows E.S.E. at Refolution, and S.b.E.

' at Cape Diggs, making five Points in 
running 130 Leagues, yet it amounts but to a fingle 
Point in going down to Albany and Moofe River; 
for there it flows S. and the Diftance is 250 Leagues. 
Again, from Humber to Cromer, on the Lincolnfhire 
Coaft, is but 14 Leagues ; yet at the former it flows 
"Vv .b.S, and at the latter N.W. Likewife at the 
Orkneys it flows S.S.E. and the very fame at Orford- 
nefs. I could bring hundreds of other Inftances 
from my own Experience ; fo that where Tides 
flow into deep Bays, and are obftrufted by Hands, 
or counter Tides, no Rules can be fix’d.

The late learned Dr. Halley, in his excellent II- 
luftration of Sir Ifaac New ton'sTheory of the Tides, 
has fet this Matter in a very juft Light. And be- 
cauie he was not only extremely well verfed in the 
Pnilofophy of the Ocean, but alfo a molt expert 

2 Seaman,
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Seaman, I fhall not fcruple to tranfcribe his 
Words.

Speaking of the Phænomena of the Tides, ac­
cording to the pure Laws ot Gravity, he fays,
__« All thefe things would regularly come to pafs,
“ if the whole Earth were covered with Sea very 
« deep : But by reafon of the Shoalnefs of fome 
« Places, and the Narrownefs of the Straits thro’ 
“ which the Tides are in many Cafes propagated, 
“ there arifes a great Diverfity in the Effed, not to 
« be accounted for without an exad Knowledge of 
“ the Circumfiances of the Places ; as of the Pofi- 
“ tion of the Land, and the Breadth and Depth 
« of the Channels, by which the Tide flows : For 
4t a very flow and imperceptible Motion of the 
“ whole Body of the Water, where it is, for ex- 
“ ample, two Miles deep, will fuffice to raife its 
tc Surface ten or twelve Feet in a Tide’s time ; 
“ whereas if the fame Quantity of Water were to 
44 be convey’d upon a Channel of forty Fathoms 
44 deep, it would require a very great Stream to 
44 effed it in fo large Inlets as are the Channels of 
44 England, or the German Ocean, &V.” Philofo- 
phical Eranfaciions. Np. 226.

Mr. D----- .
It appears alfo that on the fixth of July, as he was 

jlanding off and on a Head Land, in about 63° 20. at 
five in the Morning, he lower'd the Boat to try the 
Current, and found it fet N.N.E. two Knots two 
Fathoms, it being then full Moon, and a W. or W.b.N. 
Moon making High-water there and at Brook Cobham, 
and it being then a W.b.S. Moon, it was then flowing 
Water, and the Current fetting Jlowly N.N.E. the 
Flood rnujl have come from the S.W. and not from 
the N.E.b.E. as he afterwards pretends, and confe- 
quently a Fide might have come from the foulh-wefl- 
wardfrom fame Met,-------
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Capt. Middleton.

For want of Experience in the Nature of Tides 
and their Courfe, and a ftrong Defire of bringing 
the Flood out of fome Suppofitious Inlet on the 
weftern Coaft, he criticizes my Obfervation of July 
6, endeavouring to invert the true Courfe. Here 
as ufual, he keeps up ftricftly to Rule and Theory. 
But thofe who have been much in Pra&ice will in­
form him, that upon all Coafts where the Tides 
flow, they are frequently found to vary their Courfe 
a full Hour, and fometimes an Hour and half, juft 
as they happen to be accelerated or retarded by con- 
fpiring or adverfe Winds; I do not mean blowing 
on the Coaft where the Obfervation is made, but 
at a remote Diftance : Thefe, I fay, do produce 
various Irregularities in their Height and Length 
of flowing, in one and the fame Place, and under 
the very fame lunar Circumftances. I have known, 
for inftance, that in the River Thames it has out­
run its Courfe two Hours, and ebb’d and flow’d two 
or three times in one Tide, and all from Winds. 
I mull obferve, that Mr. D——— in this Remark 
has no lels than twice mifcopied my Log-Book, let­
ting down two Knots two Fathoms, for two Fa­
thoms only, and five inftead of fix o’Clock.

Mr. D------ —
------it being the fame Place where he afterwards
faw the Whales. It appears alfo, that he fent the 
Lieutenant and Mafier in the Boat, when he was in 
Wager River, to look out for a Cove or Place of Safe­
ty for the Ships, in cafe they could not get out in one 
Tide, left they Jloould be carried up again by the Rapi­
dity of the Tide, upon the Return of the Flood, it run­
ning at the Rate of 6 to 9 Miles in an Hour,-----*

Capt. Middleton.
He clofes his Remark with another Touch upon

the
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the Whales, his confiant Pilots ; I prefume I have 
laid enough upon this Point already, Pag. 14.

Mr. D-
------ the Boat was carried out along with the Ice, by
the great Current of the Ebb, dire'eily by the South- 
weft Shore, S. E. towards Cape Dobbs, and at the 
Turn of the Tide at low Water, they got out of the 
Stream into the Eddy Tide, on the jV. Shore, and f§ 
came up again with the Blood.

Capt. Middleton.
He hath mifreprefented the Affair of the Boat’s 

being carried out of Wager River by the Current of
Maker’s Anf the Ebtx She WSS Carried S- E■ b. S. 
to Qu. 6. Lieu- as Lhe Hde along the South
tenant’s Rep. Shore, 4 or 5 Leagues, and no more; 
July 27. App. and then fhe came into the Eddy, oc- 

JournaI cafioned by the Ebb from the W. b.
S. round Cape Dobbs. I tried the 

Current of the Ebb a Day before the Full Moon, 
and found it to run 5 Knots and no more. Mr. 
D------fpeaks of 9 Knots. I know of no fuch Cur­
rent in the World. London Bridge fcarce runs fo 
much.

Mr. D--------- -
It appears alfo upon the Ships going out of the River, 

that to prevent their being forced back again by the Re­
turn of the Tide of Flood, they made their Courfe as 
far as they could towards the North-eaft, to be out of 
the Current of the Tide of Flood, which mtft be an. 
Evidence that the Tide of Flood came from the South- 
weftward, round Cape Dobbs to the River Wager ; 
for had it came from the North-eaft, by the fuppofed 
frozen Strait, they muft, by ftanding that Courfe, be 
dire It ly in the Way of the Tide of Flood to carry them 
back again into the River,-------

Capt,
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Capt. Middleton.

On the 4th of Auguft, at 6 o’Clock in the Even­
ing, we came down the River Wager as far as the 
lower Iflands. The Water had then ebbed one 
Foot, as all our Journals and Logg Books mention. 
By eight it was calm, and being then juft out of 
the River’s Mouth, we made all the Way we could, 

the Boats towing the Ship, which was 
Mailer’s Anf. ajfQ rowecJ W1['a Oars, whilft we had
to 7' the Ebb Tide helping us, which fet 
out Eaftward between the two Lands which form 
the Entrance of the River. By 12 we were got 
4 Leagues out of the River, as alio, out of the In­
draught of the River’s Tide, the Calm continuing 
thtfc Jafb 4 Hours, and the Flood Tide juft coming 
from the Eaftward at i, did not run above 2 Knots ; 
for the Indraught of the Tide of Rivers has very 
little Effedl, at the Diftance of 3 or 4 Leagues.

From 12 to 2 we had a fmall Breeze 
Logg Journal, at g. and ftood E g E_ ÿ Miles ; and

’ from 2 to 4 E. 3 Miles : At 6 it was 
aim oft calm.

Mr. D------
------and to have avoided that, they ought to have
kept their Courfe towards Cape Dobbs, that the Tide 
of Flood might have carried them to the Southward. 
The Captain, Clerk, Carpenter, and Gunner, went on 
Shore at Cape Frigid to view the hand and [uppofed, 
frozen Strait ; the Carpenter and Gunner went to a 
Hill a Mile and half further than the Captain and, 
Clerk, and upon their Ret urn, as the Clerk affirms, 
they faid the Hill they were upon was an IJland, but 
the low beachy Land to fouthward of them was joined 
to the Eaftern vnd Northern Land, which joined the 
Wejl Land, and formed the Bay above Cape Hope, 
and that there was no frozen Strait to South-eaftward 
of them, as the Captain has laid down in his Journal,

F 2 and
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and consequently no Tide could flow through it from the 
N. W, of Hudfon’j Strait by Cape Comfort.

Capt. Middleton,
Now this Gentleman is of Opinion we ought to 

have gone towards Cape Dobbs, quite back again : 
How then could we have avoided being forced a- 
fhore among all the Ice that lay off the Cape, or 
again into the River ? When we could lay only 
W. S. W. and S. W. on the other Tack, the Wind 
being South and S. S. E. and the Flood coming 
ftrong from the E. and E. b. N. This furely had 
been a fine Way of meeting the Flood, and keeping 
to my Inftrudions.

What I have faid before (Page 28.) I believe 
may be fully fufficient to evince the Reality of the 
Frozen Strait; yet I will add, that if, according to
Mr. D-------, there be no fuch Strait, whence fhould
the ftrong lide of 4 Miles an Hour, which we met 
with there, come, and which the Lieutenant ob- 
ferved to force the Ships very rapidly to theNorth- 
eaftward, in lying to about 10 o’Clock in the 

Morning, as the Clerk affirms ? who 
Anf. toQu. 2. adds, that it muff be a Flood Tide,

tho’ we afterwards found by the 
Shore that it was an Ebb, and that it had flowed 
near 8 in the Morning, as I have mentioned be­
fore. This is the Effed of Ignorance, or fome- 
thing worfe.

Mr. D------is for denying a Paffage to the Tides,
by flopping up the Straits with Elands, which is 
fomewhat like flopping up the Thames with London 
Bridge ; for tho5 our Journals mention the narrow- 
eft Part to be but 4 or 5 Leagues wide, yet that is 
by no means to be underftood of the Diftance from 
Main to Main, but between Iflands and Elands 
which lye off from the Shores. The Main-lands, 
which include this Strait, are very high, and there­

fore
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fore may be 3 or 4 Leagues more afunder than by 
our Guefs j for determining the Diftance of Lands 
at Sea is no other than guefiing ; however, I am 
fure the Iniferftices between the Iflands, where nar­
rowed, are 4 or 5 Leagues, and may be more.

Mr. D----------
------ 'There being no Tide or Current in the Bay be­
yond Cape Hope, is a further Reafon that the Tide 
did not flow in that l¥ay, for that Bay would have 
been direct y in the Way of the Tide ; but if the Tide 
of Flood came from the Souih-wefl, it was a very good 
Reafon why there was no Tide or Current there, it 
having no further to flow that IF ay. Nor can it he 
prejum d that fo rapid a Tide, and fo great a Quantity 
of Water fhouldflow through fo narrow a Strait, which 
in fome Places was not 4 Leagues wide, and almcfi fil­
led with the Iflands, fo that the Water, conjidering the 
Iflands within it, was not 2 Leagues wide, fo as to 
fill the Bay above Cape Hope, Wager River, which 
was S or 10 Leagues wide, and all the Welcome—

Capt. Middleton.
That there is no Tide or Current in Repulfe Bay, 

is no Reafon why the Tide did not flow in at the 
Frozen Strait, The Tide did point direclly to the 
Bay ; but it is a well known Property of the Tides, 
that in Bays, where the Current'of the Tide has no 
Outlet, it will fwei-1 by the Shore, but retain at the 
fame Time fuch a Stagnation, as gives the fame 
Refiftence to the Current, as the Shores themfeives 
give ; and for this Reafon no Tides are ever difcern- 
ed in Bays. Even in the River Thames, the Water­
men and all Craft are known to keep on from Point 
to Point, as the Tide fets, to keep in the Stream 
of it. Now this Gentleman would have it, that 
Wager River, where the Strait is but 7 Miles wide, 
bids fairer for filling the Welcome, and all thefe 
Bajs, tnan the Frozen Strait, of as many Leagues, 
which is much nearer the Eaflern Ocean.

Mr.
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II

Mr. D-
------as far as the Point near Brook Cobham, where
the Captain owns there was a rapid Tide, and alledges 
the fou them Tide met the other there, altho* it appears 
that the Eajlern Tide was loft in the Bay, and could 
not raife a high Tide there, it being a I/o agreed, that 
a North-wefterly Wind at Churchill, raifes a higher 
Tide at Neap, than an eafterly Wind does at Spring 
Tides, all the fie confirm that a wefiterly Tide muft occa­

sion fio great Tides in that Part of the Bay------

Capt. Middleton.
Near Brook Cobham, I own, the Tide ran two 

Knots and no more at a Full Moon -, and I have 
found it run the fame or more Knots between 
Churchill and York Fort ; and upon trying the Tide 
about 8 in the Morning between Wager River and 

Cape Hope, we found the Ebb 4 or 5 
nal Miles an Hour, in fuch Eddies and

Whirlings, that the Ships could hard­
ly fleer. The Ebb fet E. b. S. by Compafs : The 
firfl Trial, in bringing up the Boar, the Matter 
loft one ol our fmali Graplings, the Strength of the 
Ebb breaking a new twelve Thread Rope. He 
came on board again and got another, and upon the 
fécond Trial found it 4 Knots. We made no Jefs 
than twenty Trials in going forwards and backwards 
between Wager River and Cape Frigid, but found 
it no where half io ftrong as in the Narrow of the 
New Strait, except at Cape Frigid and the Mouth 
of Wager River. I obferved the lait Time I was 

at Churchill, and had it confirmed by 
Mackbeath's Officers who had been there and at
penffiXXL Fort York above 15 Years, that a 

North, and a North-eaft Wind, made 
a higher Neap Tide, than a South, or South-weft 
Wind did a Spring Tide, which is a Confirmation

that
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that the Tide comes through the Frozen Strait 
from Baffin's Bay, &c.

Mr. D----- *
------and fince no Whales were ever fee'n in any other
Part of the Bay, or in Hudfon’j Sr eights, hut near 
the Eaft-entrance, as they pafs up to Davis^ Straits, 
and that all true black Whales go in the Winter to 
warm Latitudes -, all thefe Things confidered, is almojl 
a Demonftration that thefe Whales come from the 
Wefiern Ocean, and that the rapid Tides near the Wel­
come, proceed from the fame. The Captain, to evade 
the Force of this Argument about the Whales, fays, 
that tho* he never faw any Whales in the Strait or 
Bay, he has however, got Whale-fin lately taken from the 
Indians, on the Eafl Main, and therefore Whales 
mufi; have been there. To this I anfwer, that fince 
the Efkimaux Indians kill Whales on the North-weft 
Side of the Bay, where the Company trade with them 
for Fin and Oil, the Prefumption is, that fome who 
have been wounded by them, have got away, and died, 
and by the North wefterly Winds kwe been driven to 
the Eaft Main ; and there the Fin was got by the Na­
tives.—

Capt. Middleton.
Here again he is drawing Conclufions from the 

"Whales, which he will needs have to come out of 
the Weftern Ocean, as well as the Tides ; tho’, as 
to the latter, all Journals contradidl him. He in­
fills alio, that all the Bone which is traded from the 
Natives near the Eaft Main, muft be of Fifties 
which died of Wounds they received near the 
Weft Main, and are driven this Way by North- 
weft Winds. But I have obferved before (Page 16.), 
that the Fin drops out of their Mouths in io or il 
Days after they are dead, and that it would take up 
more than a ¥ ear to drive them fo great a Diftance ;

to
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to which may be added, that Hud/on’s Bay is not1 
clear of Ice two Months in twelve.

At Whale Cove it flows W. N. W. at Brook 
Cobham W. or W. b. N. at River Wager W. The 
Flood Tide comes the Courfe of the Welcome from 
the Eaflward in all thefe Places, which may be 
proved from our Journals.

If there were any Paflfage between Churchill and 
Whalebone Point, near Lat. 65°, it would have 
been long enough ago found out, by one or another 
of all thofe who have been that Way ; fome of 
them feveral Years together ; as Sir ddhomas Button 
and Fox-, Governor Kelfey, three or four Voyages, 
the laft in my Memory ; Napper, Handcock, Go­
vernor Knight, Vaughan, and Scroggs -, who went to 
trade and make Dhcoveries in all the Bays, Coves, 
and Creeks along Shore, feveral of whom harboured 
every Night ; and Governor Kelfey exchanged two 
of his own Indians for two Efquimaux, kept them at 
Fort York a whole Year, learned them fome Engljjh, 
and then returned them to their Friends. After­
wards, as he went along that Coafl, he faw and 
fpoke with them feveral Times, but could get no 
Intelligence from them which afforded him the 
leaft Probability of a Paflage. Of all this I fur- 
nifhed Mr. D------ with the mod exadl and parti­
cular Account I was able to give him feveral Years 
ago : But no Matters of Fa£t have Power to con­
vince him -, and his Scheme reds entirely upon 
Preemptions, which all Obfervations and Experi­
ence diredtly contradict. I have perufed all the 
Company’s Journals about this Dilcovery, as well as 
all others I was able to procure, whether in Print or 
Mauufcript, from the Year 1615 down to the pre- 
fent Time. My Inclination has led me that Way 
thefe many Years, as much or more than his, or al- 
moft any Man’s living, as all my Acquaintance, and 
himieif too, know very well. I winter’d at Churchill
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For this purpofe in 1721, and made all poffible En­
quiry then, as well as the laft Year, among all the 
Indians and Englifh who had travelled Inland to the 
northward ; and I am thoroughly fatisfied that any 
further Search muft be fruitlefs, either by Sea or
Land. Nor does it appear, that Mr. D------- him-
felf fo much as dream’d of any fuch thing before I 
laft went out -, elfe why was he not careful to have 
it inferted among my Inftruftions -, whereas inftead 
thereof I was ftrictly ordered to begin at Whale- 
bone-Point, and fearch to the northward, (till meet­
ing the Tide of Flood, whether it fhould come from 
the eaftward or weft ward.

Mr. D—----- .
As a further Confirmation of a Strait or PaJJage 

near the Welcom, the northern Indians who came to 
Churchill, as well as thofe who •were on board Scroggs, 
and thofe lately on board Cap. Middleton, faid^ there 
was a large Copper-mine upon a Strait northward of 
their Country which went wefiward, that they could 
conduct a Sloop to lay her Side to it, and take it on 
board, and traced the Coafi upon a Deer-Jhn to be 
near the Welcome; and the Indians with Scroggs 
offer'd to go on Shore near Cape Fullerton, faying they 
were near it, and within three or four Days Journey of 
their own Country, but he could not part with them.

Capt. Middleton.
All the Indians I have ever convers’d with, who 

were at the Copper-mine, agree in this ; That they 
were two Summers going thither, pointing towards 
the north-weft and Sun-letting, when at Churchill ; 
and that where this Mine is, the Sun, at a certain 
Seafon of the Year, keeps running round the Ho­
rizon feveral times together, without letting. Now 
we know from the Principles of Cofmography, that 
this cannot be true of any Place, whofe Latitude is

G lefs
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lefs than 6; or 6g Degrees, even allowing For the 
Effe&s of Refraction: And if the Credibility of 
the Teftimony of thefe fimple Indians be called in 
queftion, I can mention that of Mr. Norton, who 
was Governor at Churchill above twenty Years, and 
had travelled almoft a Year north-weftward by Land 
with this Country Indians. This Gentleman has 
often affirmed the fame thing of the Sun ; and that 
in his whole Journey he met with no Salt River, 
nor Tree, nor Shrub, but only Mofs ; and that he 
and his Retinue were reduced to fuch Extremity as 
to eat Mofs feveral Days ; having nothing elfe that 
could ferve them for Suftenance but their Leather 
Breeches, which they eat up alfo. Now it will ap­
pear, from a juft trigonometrical Computation, that 
Churchill being in Latitude 59°, and the Mine in 
Latitude 67°, and the BearingN.W. the Difference 
of Longitude between Churchill and the Mine is 
170 45'. But Wager River’s Entrance being in 
Latitude 65° 20, and 10 Degrees of Longitude eaft 
of Churchill, the Difference of Longitude between 
the Mouth of the River and the Mine is 27^ 454 
and their Diftance in the Arch of a great Circle, or 
their neareft Diftance, no lefs than 700 Miles. From 
what I have here made out concerning this Mine, 
and the Way to it, upon the Report of the Indians 
and of Governor Norton, it follows, even to De- 
monftration,

\ft- That neither Wager River, nor any other 
River or Sea does extend fo far weftward, from any 
Part of Hudfon's-Bay in lefs than Latitude 65°, as 
to crofs the Rout that lies between Wager River and 
the Mine. And,

2dfy, That if there be any Paffage at all, it muft 
run up fo high northward, as to crofs the Parallel of 
67° on the eaft Side the Mine, and confequently 
muft be frozen up, and abfolutely unnavigable the 
whole Year.

But,
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But, after all, a Paftage is Mr. D------ *s Philofo-

pher’s Stone, and muft be fought for till found. 
If you mifs at Brook Cobham and Wager River the 
next Bout, then try Nelf on and Churchill Rivers. 
(See his Letter of November 19. Append. XIII.)

With all my heart, fay I, for my own fake ! pro­
vided Mr. D--------- himfelf accompanies the Ex­
pedition, to fee that there be no Negledt or Con­
cealment : And in his Voyage it may not be amifs 
for him to confider the following Particulars.

Hudforf s Strait is fourteen Leagues wide at the 
Entrance ; forty Leagues up it is thirty Leagues 
over ; and the neareft Diftance between Cape Wai- 

fingham and Nottingham Ifie is twelve Leagues ; the 
whole Length being about 130 Leagues. Many 
Years we cannot pafs the Strait outward-bound be­
fore the latter End of Augufi, and then with incre­
dible Fatigue, and perpetual Danger of lofing Lives 
and Ships. Two out of three were loft within thefe 
fixteen Years. After palling the Strait, there is 
Hill the Bay to crofs, in which I was detained no 
iefs than fix Weeks in Ice, the laft Voyage I under­
took for the Company. I never was able to arrive 
at the Faétory above five or fix times before the 20th 
of Augufi in three and twenty Voyages I have made 
thither : And it is a ftanding Order not to attempt 
to come back the fame Year, unlefs we can fail from 
the Forts by the tenth of September. Till a little 
above twenty Years ago, a Voyage was feldom made 
without Wintering.

Now fuppofing there were another Strait ?on the 
weftern Coaft of Hudjon's Straits, or between La­
titude 619 and 63°, and that this Strait were about 
as long and as wide as that.

In the firft place, there could be no entering it 
before the latter End of Augufi for Ice, whether 
from England or your Wintering-place in the Bay : 
For though we got at Churchill River by the firft

G 2 Day



( 44 )
Day of July laft Year, yet the like has not been 
known thefe twenty Years, by a Fortnight at leaft. 
But notwithstanding fo favourable a Winter, and 
early a Spring, had we not work’d Night and Day 
Tides, from the Beginning of April to the Middle 
of June with infinite Labour in cutting out our 
Ships, which were bedded twenty-three Feet in the 
Ice and hard frozen Snow, as may be feen in the 
Journals, we fhould not have got out fo foon by a 
Month. After all, this was of no Service in for-* 
warding us j for being got into Bay, we found all 
the Shores lined with Ice for many Leagues, fo that 
no Opening could be entered *, and the great RL 
vers and Straits, beyond 61 Degrees, are full of it 
until the Middle or latter'End of Augujt, and many 
Years not clear at all. I have been fall myfelf in 
Hudfon1s Straits for fome Days in September, till a 
north-weft Wind happened to let me and the Ice a 
going together. Of all the Sloops in my time which 
the Company have fent almoft every Year along the 
Coaft towards the Welcome, either upon Trade or 
Difcovery, none but Scrogg’s could ever get beyond 
Latitude 64° for Ice -, and fince the Year 1718 they 
have loft two Sloops and a Ship that Way. Many 
of them could not get beyond 62e 20c Now all 
this well weigh’d, what Chance have Ships for pa ft 
ling fuch a Strait as we have fuppofed ?

But grant there was no Ice to prevent a Ship’s 
palling about the latter End of Augufi, yet at that 
Seafon the Winter begins to fet in here, with hard 
Gales and fuch Quantities of drifting Snow, that it 
is out of all human Power to handle a Sail, or keep 
the Deck.

Mr. D----------.
The Lieutenant, when he was on Shore near Deer 

Sound in Wager River, fet an Opening by his Com- 
pafs S. W, of him, on the weft Side of a Strait betwixt

a
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a * high Bluff F oint, and a lower Point. Phis Inlet 
was oppofite to the Place where the mofi Whales were 
feen, and was never enquired into or proceeded upon by 
the Captain y although acquainted with it y nor the O- 
pening among the Ifiands to the north-wejlwardy be­
yond the Place the Lieutenant went to y although the 
Lieutenant and Mafiery under their Llandsy reported 
they believed there was another Way into the Sea y than 
the Way the Ships entered^ by which the Whales came 
there y and found little or no- Ice to cbjlruH their going 
farther y there being much lefs Ice to the weftward, 
than was at the Mouth of the River.

Capt. Middleton.
I have the Lieutenant’s Paper about this Bludf 

Point dill in my Poffefdon, and a very odd one I 
think it is, at lead; far beyond my Comprehenfion j 
however I beg leave to fubmit it to the Opinion 

of my Lords Commidioners, as it is a 
Jpp. XXX. Sample of his other Reports. 5Tis 

hard to conceive how on the Bearings 
he mentions, any Objed could be feen, except on 
the ead Shore, being that whereon he hood ; for 
the River lies nearly north and fouth by Compafs:
Mr. D----------fays it was oppofite to the Place
where mod of the Whales were feen ; which fhould 
be fomewhere againft Leer Sound ; but I could di- 
dinguifn nothing thereabouts, which in the lead: 
anfwered the Defcription.

The Lieutenant and Mader in the 
■dugujï i. Report delivered me, dgned with their 
hPn • *' • own Hands, fay, That they believe 

there is another Way into the Sea, 
befides that which our Ships came in, at fome where 
on the eadSide ; and that they imagine the Whales 
Order of Ju- came through this Faflage. Indeed 
ly zpJp.lX. they were fent up on purpofe to fearch 

for fuch a Paffage, and to meet the
Flood



Flood, for fear we fhould not have the River’s 
Mouth clear of Ice before the Winter fet in upon 
us, and fo all perifh there. For after I had, for 
the Reafons before recited, given up all Hopes of a 
Pafiage through this River, I mnft confefs I would 
have parted with all I had in the World to have 
been out of it again.

Mr. D-----
The Captain, before he went the Voyage, was offer'd 

by Jome of the Directors of the Company 5000 J. to re­
turn to their Service, and not go the Voyage ; or to go 
fearch for the Pajjage in Davis’j Straits, or in any 
other Place but where he was directed : T0 which he 
anfwered, He might take their Money and be of no 
Service to them -, for the Gentleman who had projected 
the Voyage, had it fo much at heart, that if he did not 
go, he would get fomebody elfe to go ; but before he had 
done with it, he hoped to go in a Coach and Six : T0 
which one of them anfwer'd, He hop'd to fee him at
the Devil firjl.------

Capt. Middleton.
I deny, my Lords, that any of the Diredtors, 

either by themfelves or others, offer’d me five 
thoifand Pounds, or even one Shilling, to re­
turn to their Service, and not go the Voyage ; or 
to go fearch for the Paffage in Davis's Straits, or in 
any other Place but where I was diredted : And 
granting fuch an Offer was made, Mr. D— acquits me 
of any Crime by the Anfwer, he fays, I made for 
rather, that he in this place is fo kind to make for 
me) viz. te That I might take their Money and be 
“ of no Service to them ; for the Gentleman who 
ct projedted the Voyage, had it fo much at heart, 
“ that if I did not go, he would get fomebody elfe 
“ to go.” What follows, about my Hopes to ride 
in a Coach and Six, and homebody’s wifhing me at 
the Devil, is fuch idle Trumpery, that I cannot in­

duce
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duce myfelf to imagine your Lordfliips believe it 
deferves a ferious Anfwer ; and I am lurpriz’d the 
Projector himfelf Ihould think fo.—

[Mr. D----------.
.— They afterwards, by Sir Bibye Lake their Go­

vernor, promifed him two Tears Salary, at 120 /. per 
Ann. not to do any thing to prejudice or cbjlrutt their 
Trade, which he fays was only upon Account of prevent­
ing his Crew's trading in the Bay.—
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Capt. Middleton.
Again, had I through Vanity, or any other Mo­

tive, been fo foolifh and wicked to affert I was of­
fer’d 5000 /. to quit the King’s Service ; yet I pre­
fume your Lordfhips will not apprehend my Refufal 
of fo large a Bribe redounds to my Difreputation : 
Befides, l'uch a Refufal makes it fenlelefs and abfurd 
tofuppofe, that I Ihould accept of fo paltry a Con- 
fideration as two Years Salary, at 120 /. per Annum, 
to neglect my Duty in profecuting the Difcovery ; 
when the very fame Perfons, at the fame time, 
were offering me 5000/. to return to a very benefi­
cial Employment.

I readily grant, that the Governor and Directors 
of the Company recommended the Prote&ion of 
their Trade to me. In them it was a very natural 
and a reafonable Requeft \ and, for my part, I ef- 
teem d it the Duty of my Station to maintain them 
as far as I had Power and Authority, in the Rights 
and Privileges which were granted them by one of 
his Majefty’s Royal Predeceffors. Befides, when 
they had been fo generous to allow me to winter at 
one of their Faétories, it would have been a mean 
and bafe Return for their Hofpitality, as well as 
the highefb Ingratitude, to rob and plunder them, 
either by trading with the Natives myfelf, or fuf- 
fering others under me to trade with them * though 

2 I
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I freely confefs great Advantages might have accrued 
by it.

Mr. D--------- .
— Jo that ’tis plain Rewards or Bribes were offer'd 

to him, to prevent his perfecting the Difcovery, and 
every Omiffon or NegleCt laid him open to be fufpeCted.

Capt. Middleton.
Mr. jy------- - concludes this Paragraph with af-

ferting;, that “ ’Tis plain Rewards or Bribes were 
« offered him, to prevent his perfecting the Dif- 
« covery.” What then? Does he not make it 
alfo as plain that I refufed Bribes, if any were of­
fered ? But how comes it to be fo plain that they 
were offer’d ? Neither the Lieutenant, Surgeon, 
nor Clerk charge me with any Bribes ; and will 
your Lordfhips think a bare Affertion, from one 
that appears now to be ' my Enemy, a fufficient 
Proof? I hope not.

The Truth is, Mr. D----—*s large Profeffions
of Sincerity and Friendlhip, once induc’d me to 
place great Confidence in him, and unbofom myfelf 
freely to him -, and ’tis poflible, I might tell him fe- 
veral Members of the Company were defirous to 
have me continue in their Service -, and that as Ï 
had faithfully difcharged the Truft they had repofed 
in me for twenty Years together, they expreffed 
fuchDiffatisfaftion of my quitting theirEmploy ment, 
that I fhould not doubt of obtaining of them very 
advantageous Terms, in cafe I fhould be inclined to 
treat with them about returning to their Service.

Mr. D------.
He alfo in the hearing of his Officers at Churchill, 

told the Governor and Officers of the Company there, 
that he would be a better Friend to the Company than 
they expected, for he would be able to make the Voyage

without
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without any Man on hoard, being the Wifer, whether 
there was a Pajjage or not.—-

Capr. Middleton.
I do remember, that being once with the Gover­

nor and fome Officers of the Company, they jeer- 
ingly faid, we were to be regarded as a kind of En­
nemies; and that I anfwered, Perhaps they might 
find me a better Friend than they imagined, or to 
thatpurpofe; meaning thereby, not only the Power 
mylnftrudtions gave me to proteft their Trade, and 
which they underftood well enough ; but fome* 
thing elfe alfo, which they could not fo eafily com­
prehend. To explain myfelf to your Lordfhips, 
the Agents of a certain Gentleman had, without my 
Knowledge or Confent, ihipped on board the DiJ-- 
covery, as many Goods, to be difpofed of to the In­
dians, as would have gained them many hundreds 
of Pounds. This I difcovered at the Orkneys, and 
was refolved, as I was in Duty bound, not to fuffer 
any bo dy on board to trade with the lealt part of 
them.

The Words I am charged with in the latter Part 
of his Accufation were Ipoken to my own People 
on board, as a Reproach to their Ignorance and Stu­
pidity, and their Averfion to be inftrudted ; and, 
I moft folemnly declare it, not in the hearing of 
any one that belonged to the Company, to the ut- 
moft of my Remembrance. Beftdes the Lieute* 
nant and the two Matters, there was notaPerton in 
either Ship (killed enough in Sea-Affairs, to have 
fo much as euefs’d in what Part of the World he

O

was, without being told.
Here now are two Expreffions of mine, utter’d 

at different Times, in different Places, to different 
Perfons, and to quite different Purpofes, moft in- 
genuoufly coupled together by the fingle Particle/V, 
and fo wrought up into one terrible Charge againft 
me ! H I
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I humbly fubmit it to your Lordfhips Candour 

whether, if I had really thought fit to have given 
the Governor fuch kind of Affu ranees, as this Gen­
tleman pretends, it is likely I fhould have been in­
fatuated to fuch a degree as to do it in fo publick a 
Manner, and before fuch Witneffes?

Mr. D----------.
------ and in confequence of this Declaration took

care, that nothing fhould he mentioned in the Log-book 
hut what h e faw and directed and faid, He would 
break up all their Boxes who kept Journals, and take 
their Books and Papers from them----- -

Capt. Midaleion.
As there was no fuch Declaration, 

Anfwer to there could be no Confequence. The 
Quef. 20. Lieutenant difowns any fuch Orders of 

mine about Entries, and I am afraid 
the Log-book will be thought rather to abound, 
than to be defective in Particulars. The Charge of 
taking away Journals, Papers, &c. is abfolutely 
falfe. See Lieutenant’s and Matter’s Anfwer to 
Qa. 20. and the Affidavits.

Mr. D----- -—.
He alfo, when he was in Wager River, difeounte- 

nanced and difcGiiraged any who faid it was a Strait 
and not a River, and that there was a Likelihood of 
there being a PaJJage that tVay------

Capt. Middleton.
I never difcountenanced, but, on the contrary, 

encouraged every one to fpeak and report according 
to his Judgment with Freedom-, unlefs giving fuch 
Reafons againfta Paffage as I have laid down before, 
pag.i. are to be look’d upon as difeouraging ; and 
further I refer to the Lieutenant’s Anfwer to Query
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and to the feveral Affidavits of Towns,{App.XXÏI.) 
Von Sobriek, (App. XXIII.) Grants (App. XXIV.) 
Cooperi (App. XXV.)

Mr. D----------.
-------and during the whole Voyage kept all on hoard

him as much in the Bark as he could. If then the Cap: 
tain had not an Inclination to fupprefs the Bifcovery,or 
ai leaf to conceal it. fo far, as to make it anfuoer his Pur- 
pofe with the Comp any, in order to procure a Reward 
from them for concealing it \ they fearing upon a Dif- 
covery of the Pajfage’s being made, that their Right to 
the Monopoly they at prefent enjoy might be enquired in­
to, and their 'Trade laid open -, how came he to difcou- 
rage any on board from making any Enquiry about the 
Bifcovery ?—•

Capt. Middleton.
It has ever been my Endeavours (and was fo this 

Voyage efpecially) to inftrudt fuch as I have found 
ignorant, and to improve fuch as had already made 
fome Proficiency, whether in the Navigating Part, 
taking Obfervations of all kinds, or computing 
from them when made. For the Truth of this, I 
appeal to all the Judges of fuch Matters who have 
known me for above thefe twenty Years together; 
and I have the Satisfaction to find it acknowledged 
to your Lordfhips by the Mailer, in his Anfwer to 
Query 5, and 20 ; I further refer to the feveral 
Affidavits of Towns, (App. XXII.) Von Sobriek, 
(App. XXIILJ Grant, (App. XXIV.) and Cooper, 
(App. XXV.) and as for what he lurmifes in relation 
to the Company, I ffiall give a full Anfwer to that 
by and by.

Mr. D------ .
------ and when they apprehended from the Number

of Whales at the wejt End of Wager River,—■—»

H 2 Capt*



Capt. Middleton.
A meer Fitftion. Before, he fays, at twenty' 

Leagues from the Entrance it was full of Whales. 
To which I anfwered, That none were feen above 
Deer Sound, which is but fifteen Leagues within the 
River. Now he has brought them quite up to the 
weft End, thirty or forty Leagues, though we ne­
ver faw one there, nor does any Report or Journal 
make the leaft Mention of any fuch thing.

Mr. D------ -
«------from the Depth of the Water, Breadth of the
Strait, Heighth of the Coafl, and Rapidity of the 
Stream, that there was a Profpebl of a Paffage.

Capt. Middleton.
Anfwered and confuted in Page 16 and 17.

Mr. D-
•— How came he to fay that they were double tongued 
Rafcals—

Capt. Middleton.
I deny that I ever ufed any fuch Expreftion, and 

fhould• be glad to know whence he had his Intelli­
gence.

Mr. D—
------ and that he would cane the Lieutenant, breem-
fiick the Majler, and lafh all others, for taking upon 
them to dijpute it,----------

Capt. Middleton.
The Lieutenant in his Anlwers to Queries 5 and 

20, difavows his Knowledge of any fuch Threaten- 
ings ; fo does the Mafter, and difibeheves them al- 
fo in his Anfwer to Query 5 ; and the Men lwear 
the fame in all their Affidavits. The very Au­

thors
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thors of this Forgery have thought proper to grant, 
in their Anfwers to Query 5, that nobody heard 
any Thing of Threatening but themfelves, and I 
ch fire to leave it to the Opinion of your Lordfhips, 
how far they deferve to be credited.

Mr. D----- -
---------- And when he, upon Account of their Clamour
was under a Neceffity of fending up the Lieutenant and 
Ata fier in a fix oard Boat, to make further Obferva- 
tions of the Tides, and to know whether the Whales 
came into the River any other Way,------ —

Capt. Middleton.
I am not confcious that I acted in any refpedl, fo 

as to give Occalion to Clamour, nor was I fenfible 
cl any. My whole Intention in fending the Boat 
up this Lift Time, was to try if there could be 
found any Outlet into the Welcome, befides that 
whereby we entered Many Years Experience of 
the fad and fudden Effects of Cold in this Country, 
periuaded me that this could be no unreafonable 
Step towards prelerving his Majeily’s Ships and 
Subjects committed to my Care, in cafe Winter 
fhould fet in before we could be able to repafs the 
Mouth of the River, at that Time much clogged 
with Ice -, and that this was my principal Motive, 
will, I humbly prefume, appear unquestionable to 
your Lordfhips, both from my Order of July 27th 
to the Lieutenant and Mailer {App. IX.) and from 
their Report of Auguft 1. at their Return {App. X.)

Mr. D------
•----- Why did he limit them to go no further up than
he himfelf had been before, and to come back with the 
utmofi Difpatch that the Nature of the Service would 
allow of —

X Capt.



Capt. Middleton.
They were not fo limited as he alledges. It was 

a Blunder of my Clerk’s to write, as far as Deer 
Sound in the Order ; and I not only told him fo at 
the going off of the Boat ; but likewife verbally 
gave the Lieutenant leave, as hirnfelf and the Matter 
both acknowledge in their Anfwer to Query 3. to 
proceed up as far as he could conveniently, with­
out retarding the Ships from failing out ot the Ri­
ver, becaufe I intended to fail in a few Days : For 
I own, that for the Reafons mentioned juft now, 
I was much more intent on getting out of the Ri­
ver, than on further profecuting the Difcovery of a 
Railage within it ; even tho* I had entertained the 
ftrongeft Prefumption that there might be one ; 
whereas I had very cogent Inducements to think 
there was none -, and befides, to have fought one 
againft an Ebb, would have been going contrary to 
my Inftru&ions.

Mr. D~——
-..— And when they exceeded his Orders hy about 15
Leagues, and then reported, that from thence they faw 
a large Collection of Waters North of them, with many 
IJlands and high bluff Points, with broken Lands on 
the Weft Side, as well as on the Eaft, and that they 
faw a great many black Whales, and did believe there 
was another Way into the Sea, befides that the Ship 
came in at, why did he only, from a Bottle of Water's 
being brackifh (which is alfo difputed) which was taken 
up near an Inlet where they apprehended there was a 
frefh Stream, fail direftly out of the River, and quit 
the Difcovery on the 4th of Auguft, the only Month 
in which the Difcovery could be beft attempted,------

Capt.
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Capt. Middleton.
Here he would infinuate again, that Whales were 

feen 15 Leagues above Deer Sound, whereas the 
Report fets forth, that it was at Deer Sound on 
their Return, and no where elfe that they faw them 
in that River. The Paflage into the Sea, if any, 
the fame Report fays they did beiieve was fome- 
where on the Eaft Side the River, and not North­
ward or Weft ward, as he feems here to pretend : 
It no where appears that a Bottle of Water was 
taken up near a frefh Inlet ; the Mafter, in his An- 
fwer to Query 1, fays, that the Water was pofitive- 
Jy frefher and frefher as they went higher, and the 
Affidavits of Towns (App. XXII,), Von Sobriek 
(App. XXIII.), and Grant (App. XXIVall fet 
forth exprefty, that from 4 Leagues above Deer 
Sound, to the utmoft Heighth the Boat went, the 
Water, even in the Mid-channel of the River, was 
but barely brackifh, and that the Men all drank of 
it alongside, inftead of Beer. The reft is anfwered 
already in Pages 18 and 28.

Mr. D---- -
—-------and leave thefe Openings, which were then
free from Ice, which led towards the South-weft, IVeft, 
and North-weft undifeovered ?—------- -

Capt. Middleton.
If thefe Openings were left undifeovered, how 

came he to apprehend there were any fuch ? But 
not to infift on his Hibernicifms, or other Impro­
prieties of Language, the Lieutenant fays in his 
Report of July 25, that he faw feveral Openings or 
Coves on the South Side of the River, bur. thar he 
could not get near them for Ice. I have faid before, 
Page 21. that we had made feveral Attempts to 
land on the South-weft Side, but never could fuc-

ceed
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ceed for Ice, till the Day before we left the River, 
when I landed there myfelf. I will add here, that 
when I was myfelf up with the Boat 4 Leagues 
above Deer Sound, I alfo attempted to land on that 
Side, but could get no further than half Way over.

Mr. D------
---- ------ and pretend to look for the Pajfage North-eaft-
ward, and afterwards South-eaftwards, hy his imagi­
nary frozen Strait.

Capt. Middleton.
My Inft méfions ordered me always to direéf my 

Courfe fo as to meet the Tide of
SUns! AP XI. Flood* 1 did here tiU 1 could 

do it no farther, finding my felf in-
clofed in Ice, and embayed by Land. I have
proved the Reality of the Frozen Strait in Pages 28
and 2Z.

Mr. D------
How came he afterwards, when it was refohed

in Council to try the IVeft-fide of the Welcome from 
Cape Dobbs to Brook Cobham, where he had met 
with a rapid Fide going Northward, and where Fox, 
Norton, and Scroggs had faid there were broken 
Lands and Inlets, where great Numbers of Whales had 
been feen, and Norton had affured him that from a 
Mountain he faw an open Sea leading to the South­
ward of the Weft from Whalebone Point : I fay, how 
came he in good Weather, and with eafterly Winds, 
to keep 5 or 6 Leagues to the Eaftward of thofe 
Head-lands, and to pafs from Cape Dobbs to Cape Ful­
lerton in the Night, and afterwards ftightly to coaft 
along the Bay to Southward of Cape Fullerton, with­
out any Stop but by lying by in the Night, altho* he 
faw many Whales as he paffed along, never once trying 
the Heighth or Direction of the Tide, or fending in his 
Boats to look for any Inlet.—

Capt.
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Capt. Middleton.
That we pafs’d from Cape Dobbs to Cape Fuller- 
in the Afternoon before Sunfet, will appear from 

our Journals, and more particularly from 
Aug. 9. our Logg Books. To his Repetitions of 

Fox’s, Norton's, and Scroggs's Authorities,
Î would anfwer, by afking if he thinks we have not 
confuted their 4 and 5 Fathom Tides by our three 
Weeks Obfervations upon the Tides in Wager Ri­
ver ? And if he cares not to credit me in this Mat­
ter, let him confult his Friend the Lieutenant’s 
Journal. Scroggs, for his Part, afferted at his Re­
turn, that there was no going much further than 
the Whalebone Point, which was his ne ultra, for a 
Bar of Rocks ; tho* we went 60 Leagues beyond it ; 
and 5 Fathom Ebb, we found near the fame Place, 
to be no more than 16 or 18 Feet. What Nor­
ton, or, if I rightly remember, his Carpenter, 
advanced about feeing from a high Land within 
Whalebone Point, an open Sea that ftretched away 
Southward of the Weft, was, in ail Probability, 
either the River Wager, or elfe fome fuch large frefh 
Water Lakes, as myfelf, the Lieutenant, and thofe 
that were with us, faw from the Mountains every 
where about Deer Sound, and likewife on the South 
Shore of Wager River, the Day I was there, and 
about Cape Frigid, and in fhort, wherever we land­
ed in thele northern Parts. That it could be no 
Sea ftretching far Weftward, has been already 
made appear from the Account given of the fame 
Norton's and the Indian's Land Voyage, Page 41. 
The reft has been anfwered, Page 21, and I further 
refer to our Journals, to the Mailer’s Anfwer to 
Query 13. and to the feveral Affidavits of Downs 
(App. XXII.), Von Sobriek (Apt). XXIII.), and 
Grant (App. XXIV.)

( 57 )
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■

Mr. D-------—.
------ notwithftanding the Prefumption that the Whales
came only from the Weftward ;------

Capt. Middleton.
------ Anfwered and contradicted before in Pag. 19.

and difbelieved by the Lieutenant and 
Append. X. Mailer in their Report of Augufi 1.

Mr. D------ .
- 1 — From the Accounts of Fox, Norton, and Scroggs, 
cf its being a broken Land with Inlets.—

Capt. Middleton.
------ The Invalidity of their Authorities were fhewn
juft now.------ -

Mr. D------
— and the Indians who had informed them, that 

there was a fine Copper Mine on an Arm of the Sea 
thereabouts, where they could bring a Vefiel to lay her 
Side to the Place.------

Capt. Middleton.
—— Anfwered Page 4.1, 42.

Mr. D------
—— Hgw could he ncgledt this without fome Tdefign, 
after a Confutation held and agreed to for to fearch 
that Ccaft \ the Tides there, by Scroggs, and FoxV 
Accounts, being very rapid, and high Tides rifting from 
4 to 5 Fathoms by their Accounts, and yet thefe Coafts 
and thefe Tides never attempted to be known by him ; 
and thus that whole Co aft, where the chief eft Prefumpti- 
on was of a Pajfqge, from all former Accounts, as well 
as the prefent, was never fearched, but only failed 
along en paffant, with this only Remark in the Jour­

nal\
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rial\ <c that he [aw the Land from Cape Hope to Brook 
“Cobham, and knew it to be a Main-landthe? by his 
Journal he pafs'd great Bart in the Nighty and was 
at near eft 5 or 6 Leagues from the Head-land to the 
Eaftward ; and at the fame time owns, there were deep 
Bays, and many Iftands in thofe Bays.

Capt. Middleton.
Repetitions again repeated, tho* anfwered again 

and again -, fo often, indeed, that I am really a- 
fhamed to trouble your Lordfhips any more, with 
References to the Anfwers.

Mr. D
Why did not the Captain in failing Northward from 

Churchill, when he came np with the He ad-land in 
63° 2o', off which he had deep Water and ftreng 
Tides, and very eafy Weather, as he had the whole Voy­
age, why did he not then, Ifay, fend the Boat aftoore to 
try the Heighth as alfo the Direction of the Tide, and 
to try whether 'here were any Openings or Inlets in the 
Land ? For fince upon his getting to 63° 55', he faw 
much Ice on Shore to Northward, he could lofe no Time 
in making a thorough Search there, until the Ice was 
diminiftoed in the Welcome, that Bay being the princi­
pal Place where Fox had difeovered fo many Whales, 
and found fuch high Tides as from 18 to 24 Foot.—■

Capt. Middleton.
Becaufe, as I have faid before in Page 40th, my 

Inftrubtions diredted me, after I came to Car efts 
Swan's Neft, to fteer Northwefterly, fo as to fall in 
with the North*weft Land, at Sir Thomas Roe's 
Welcotne, or ne ultra, near the Latitude of 65 De­
grees North. This Mr. D------ knew full well, at
a Time when he never had a fingle Thought that 
the Coaft he here fpeaksfo much of, was worth ex­
amining ; otherwife furely he would have taken Cas e

I 2 that
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that my Inftru&ions fhould not have been defe&ive 
in this Point. Pie is refolved, I find, to ring 
Changes on Fox, Tides, and Whales in my Ears, 
without Mercy. Really, my Lords, I can fay no 
more about them than I have faid already.

Mr. D------
—---- It *was alfo already objerved, that he miftook the
Tide of Flood there for the Ebb on Tuefday the 6th 
of Qt Full Moon \ fo that he was not fo very
accurate in obferving the Tides as he ought to have 
been.------

Capt. Middleton.
This has been fully anfwered, and undeniably 

confuted in Page 32.
i

Mr. D'------
———And a thorough Difccvery there at that Time had 
been fafer, as well as more fatisfafîory, than putting 
into the Ice to the Northward, until it was mere dif- 
folved,

Çapt. Middleton,
But would it have been confident with my own 

Safety to have departed from my Inftructions, in 
queft of a Pafiage on that Coaft, where alfo it had 
been given over for fo many Years, and after fo 
many Attempts ?

Mr. D-—-
Why did he, when the Tide carried him with fetch 

Rapidity into the River Wager, get out of the Way 
cf we Tide, to the North eafe, inftead cf the Sculh- 
wejl, which was the Side he ought to have endeavoured 
to dijcover, and not the North-eaft Side, unlefs he ap­
prehended he might difeover too much, by going higher 
{{p ‘with the Tide ; for in cafe he found Inlets on the

South-
\ •'
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South-weft Side, he could not then conceal the Paftage 
from his Officers and Crew.------

Capt. Middleton.
When we Erft entered Wager River, and indeed 

during the whole three Weeks we were there, as I 
have faid before, we found it impracticable to come 
near the South-weft Shore, except once with the 
Boat -, and were glad at any Rate to get the Ships 
into fome fafe Roadfteed, as may be feen in our 
Journals, 13th 14th and 15th of July. The Pink 
was in the moft imminent Danger, being driven up 
and down by three iucceflive Tides, and feveral 
Times carried fo clofe upon Iflands, that the Men 
might have jump’d onShore, as the Mafter’s and 
Mate’s Journals exprefs more particularly : Nor was 
the Furnace’s Condition much better ; for all Plands 
were forced to be employed in fleering her, and 
fending off the Ice two or three Tides together, 
whilft fhe lay at Anchor.

Mr. D------
»----- Why did he frètent the Lieutenant’s taking along
with him from Churchill, one of the Factory’s Men, 
who perfectly underftood the Northern Indian Language, 
who would have been of great Ufe upon the Difcovery, 
when the Lieutenant told him, he would take all the 
Blame, in cafe any Complaint was made of it, Jince it 
was for the Good of the Service.

Capt. Middleton.
I find the Mafter has given a very pertinent An- 

fwer to this, in his Anfwer to Query 16. For my 
own Part, I fay, that near two Months before the 
Northern Indians came down, I did, in the Lieute­
nant’s Hearing, exprefs a Defire of obtaining this 
Perfon of the Company, in cafe none fhould come 
£hat Year, for they fometimes mifs. But they ar­

riving
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riving at their ufual Time, I could only importune 
the Governor to prevail on two of them, who be ft 
knew the Country, and could fpeak the Language 
of lèverai Nations, to go along with us ; together 
with a third Indian of their own, who could con- 
verfe with thofe others very intelligibly, having tra­
velled with them two Winters, and underftood En- 
ghjh very well befides. To procure this Favour, I 
found it requifite to make the Governor very confi- 
derable Preîënts, who exacted alfo a ftnéb Premife 
from me, that I would return the two Northern In­
dians afhore, fomewhere about Whale Cove or Brook 
Cobham, laden with Goods, and furnifh’d with Arms 
for their Defence. As for the other Indian, whom I 
had known from a Boy,I had leave both from the Go­
vernor and hisParents to bring him home to England, 
if I thought fit; which I did, and he foon after 
died of the Small-pox. Now, had I permitted the 
Lieutenant to have impreffed that other Man, or 
had otherwife attempted to take him away by Force, 

I fhould have aefted contrary to my
Lords Commif- înftruétions, which required me ex- 
fioners Order or n - 1 -rvn uMay 2g.Ap.II. Prefiy> not t0 Slve any Difturbance 

to the Ships or Sloops of the Hudfori*s 
Bay Company ; for that Man was Linguift to one 
of their Sloops for the Northern Trade : Befides, I 
could not have promifed myfelf any Service from 
one thus compulfively dragged away againft his 
Inclination.

Mr. D------ -
Query, Whether the Northern Indians on board 

him did not point out to go into the Wefiern Shore, 
between 6i° and 64° Degrees, before he was inclofed 
in the Ice, which was a Jtrong Prefumption that there 
was an Inlet thereabouts f—

Capt,
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Capt. Middleton.
I abfolutely deny the Truth of what is infinuated 

in this Query.

Mr. D----- «
Why did he, when the Indians who were beginning 

to under ft and and Jpeak the Engliili Language, were 
dejirous oft coming to England, put them afthore againft 
their Inclinations, in a very indifferent Boat, on an 
IJland feme Leagues from the Main, at a great Di- 

ftance from their Country, unlefts to prevent their giv­
ing an Account oft what they knew in relation to that 
Country and Strait, in cafe they came to ftpeak the Eng- 
hfh Longue?

Capt. Middleton.
They exprefled no Defireof feeing England that I 

know of -, and if they had, what would have ex- 
cufed me to the Governor, or to myfelf, for bring­
ing them hither*, when, as I had obferved juft now,
I had fo folemnly engaged to land them fomewhere 
about Whale-Cove, or Brook Cobham. The reft is 
contradicted by the Matter’s Anfwer to Query 18, 
and by the feveral Affidavits of Towns, (App. 
XXII.) Grant, (App. XXIV.) and Cooper, (App. 
XXV.)

Mr. D----- =.
Why did he, when employed by the Government in fo 

ufteftul a Diftcovery, aftier having been offered 5000 1. 
from the Company to quit the Kingfs Service, or to 
fearer: for the Bajjage in DavisV Straits, or any other 
Elate, where it was unlikely to find it, enter into an 
Agreement, or at leap accept oft an Offer made by Sir 
B.bye Lake their Governor, oft giving him two Tears 
Salary, not to do any thing to interfere with their Trade, 
and upon this gave an Order, under fevere Penalties, 
that none oft his Crew fthçuld have the leaft Intercourfe

cr
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or Trade with the Natives -, and whether upon doing 
this, and concealing the Pajjage, he might not have 
had greater Expectation from the Company ; and whe­
ther, upon his Return, his fending Letters immediately 
to the Company, and defiring that none of his People 
fhould communicate any thing about the Voyage or Dif- 
covery for fome time, and even to conceal all material 
Articles from the Gentleman who projected the Voyage, 
until he forced it out of him from Obfervations from 
his Journal, after keeping it from him for three Months, 
and by repeated Letters, affuring him, the whole was im­
practicable, whether this, t fay, did not look like a Defign 
to make his own Perms with the Company, before he 
would publijh his Journal ; for if all he had in view 
was only the two Tears Salary, not to damnify their 
Trade, and this had only a Preference to his Crews not 
trading with the Natives, the revealing what he knew 
concerning the Paffage and Voyage, would have been of 
no Detriment to him with the Company.

Capt. Middleton.
This la ft Paragraph contains a Repetition, after 

his ulual manner, of fundry Matters which he had 
dwelt long enough upon before \ particularly Com­
plaints of my being offered 5000 l. from the Com­
pany to quit the King’s Service, or at lead of ac­
cepting two Years Salary, not to do any thing to 
interfere with their Trade-, all which I have fully 
anfwered before, and I hope to your Lordfhips Sa­
tisfaction. But now the Snake in the Grafs begins 
to fhew himfelf ; for he fums up all with this grand 
Complaint, that Upon this I gave an Order, under 
fevere Penalties, that none of my Crew fhould have the 
leaf Inter courfe, or trade with the Natives. My 
Lords, I have already faid, I was bound in Duty 
and Gratitude to do this, whether dae Company re­
warded me or not. Permit me here, my Lords, to 
recriminate in my Turn, and ohferve that by this 

2 means
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means the Gentleman who projected the Voyage, 
as he affeCts to File himfelf, as well as his Agents 
on board, met with no fmall Difappointment. Had 
I allow’d them Liberty to infringe the Company’s 
Rights, and make fuch Depredations for their pri­
vate Benefit, as they feem’d to intend, I am per- 
fuaded I fhould have heard none of thefe Complaints 
fo often reiterated ; nothing of my Friendfhip to 
the Company -, of Rewards and Bribes from the 
Company •, of endeavouring to make my own 
Terms with the Company ; of great Expectations 
from the Company -, all which are Allegations 
newly trump’d up, and manifeftly the EffeCts of 
Spleen and Difappointment. Does not this fhew, 
that the Projector of the Voyage had the Advan­
tages of a clandettine Trade as much or more at 
heart, than the publick Utility of a Difcovery ? 
Whence ctherwife fhould arife his Endeavours to 
ftigmatize the Company, and diffolve their Charter? 
Whence his unwearied Application to prejudice my 
unblemifh’d Character with your Lordfhips, or the 
Publick? Whence his ProjeCt of a new Settle­
ment, and a further Profecution of the Difcovery, 
but to intruft it with fuch as fhould not baulk his 
Expectation in other Matters ?

A Summary State of Mr. D--------- ’s Objections,
and Captain Middleton’s Anfwers.

TH E only Places where Mr. D---------prefumes
there may be a Paftage from Hudfon's-Bay to 

the Wettern Ocean of America, are on the Coatt be­
twixt Brook Cobh am, in Latitude 63°, or through 
Wager River, by him fuppofed to be a Strait.

K From
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From Brook Cobham to Whalebone-Point has been 

fo frequently and io carefully coafted and fearched, 
that all hopes of meeting with any Inlet, that may 
lead to a Paffage any where throughout all that Ex­
tent, has been given up for at leaft an hundred 
Years pad:. However, Capt. Middleton, in his Re­
turn back from the Frozen Strait to Brook Cobham, 
very carefully re-examined all this Shore, keeping 
as clofe into it as the IOands and Rocks would per­
mit him with fafety ; and faw all the main Land, 
and Bottoms of the Bays, as is explain’d in the Log- 
Book, which fhews the Coaft and Diftance failed 
every Hour, in hailing off or on to deepen or 
fhoalden the Water, which his Journal expreffes 
lefs particularly, efpecially from Whalebone-Point to 
Brook Cobham, (for the reft of that Courie north­
ward he had travers’d outward-bound.) He had 
very little hazy Weather, except in the Night, 
and then he lay by till Day-light, and hailed in as 
near the Shore as he durft *, fo that it was impoffi- 
ble for him to mifs any Inlets, where there could be 
any hopes of a Paffage. Off Cape Fullerton, lie met 
with Rocks and broken Ground five Leagues dis­
tant, which forced him to hall further off to deepen 
his Water, and lay to for moderate clear Weather 
between the Shores. But when it clear’d up, he 
ftood in N. and N. b. W. into 40 odd Fathoms : 
If he came within that Depth, he fell into bro­
ken Ground, fudden Snoaidings, Riplings and 
Overfalls. Between Latitude 6av and 63°, hehad 
better Soundings, and came nearer the Land, tho* 
at Night he was obliged to keep a League or two 
further out, and drive, Handing in fhore again by 
Day. He was never more than four or five Leagues 
from Shore but once, and that was towards Morn­
ing in Expectation of Day-light. In meft other 
Places, he was not above two or three Leagues 
from Land, and in nine Fathom Water off the

1 Head



( 67 )
Fïead Land in 63° 20'. He obferv’d all the north 
Side of the Welcome to be high Land, and it ap­
peared very near atfouror five Leagues dnfancc, as 
far as Brook Cobham, The Reafon why he did not 
fend his Boat afhore to try the Tides, was becaufe 
moft of his Men had loft the Ufe of their Limbs, or 
were otherwife fo fick, that if he had mann d the 
Boat, the remaining Hands would have been in- 
fufficient to have work’d the Ship, and handed the 
Sails. However, the Tides were fo far from being 
negledted by him, that he tried them frequently 
and almoft every Hour ; as alfo the Currents, which 
he could do as well on board, or in a Boat near the 
Ship, in the Channel, and much better than within 
Head Lands, or near Hands, which by forming 
Eddies produce an Irregularity in them.

This^Account of Capt. Middleton*s Examination 
of the aforefaid Coaft, does not only appear from 
the Log-book to be true, but is further circum- 
ftantially confirm’d as to Particulars by the Mafter, 
in his Anfwer to Queries 12 and 13, and by the Af­
fidavits of T. Towns, U. von Sobriek, and G. Granty 
tho’ it be contradidted by Mr. D------ ’s three Evi­
dences-, one of which, viz. the Lieutenant, acknow- 
ledges it all in his Journal.

Now it is juft to remark, that tho’ Mr. £)—.—« 
had himfelf the drawing up of Capt. Middletons In- 
ftruciions, yet they do not mention a fingle Word 
about looking for a Paffage, or examining the Tides 
all along this Coaft. Is it not then a ftrong Argu­
ment, that Capt. Middleton had the Difcovery very 
much at heart, that, at a time, when, on account of 
the very fick and helplefs Condition of moft of the 
Hands, it had otherwife been both denrable and 
prudent for him to have made homewards as faft as 
he could, he Ihould, as appears from the Council 
held the eighth Day of Augufi, himfelf propofe a 
Refearch of this Coaft for a Pafiàge which had been

K 2 fq
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fo often attempted in vain by others, and perform 
it fo carefully too as is fet forth above, when he 
was not otherwife in point of Duty held to it at all.

This Point being difcufs’d, it remains now only 
to examine, whether a Paffage may be reafonably 
prefum’d upon through Wager River, or not ?

Mr. D--------- 9s Reafons that Wager River is a
Strait, and no frejh water River.

Reafon i.
From its Increafe and Depth in advancing from its 

Entrance.
Anfwered.

This is frequent in frefh Water Rivers, as all 
thofe, efpecially, know, who are acquainted with the 
Swedijh and Norwegian Coafts, where the frefh Ri­
vers, or Ferries, as they call them, are often not 
above ten or twelve Fathoms at the Entrance, and 
yet they extend to vaft Breadths, and difcover no 
Ground even with Lines of two or three hundred 
Fathoms.

Reafon 2.
From the Height of the neighbouring Lands— ■

Anfwered.
The Lands about the aforefaid Ferries are full as 

high as any Capt. Middleton fawnear Wager River.

Reafon 3.
From the Want of Frees and Shrubs on any Lands 

near it, tho* fuch are always found in the fame or 
more northerly Latitudes upon frefh Water Rivers.

Anfwered.
All thofe who have travelled this Country between 

Latitude 58p and 66p 30" by Land, agree, that 
higher than 61? they faw neither Tree nor Shrub,

but
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,ri111 but only Mofs -, even among freffi Rivers and 
‘ta ( Lakes.

Reafon 4.
>°ij I From its being full of black Whales, *SV#/.r, Sea- 
f I horfes, rz / twenty Leagues above the Entrance, 

î Numbers of Whales at the weft End, where none were 
i below Deer Sound, without the Mouth of the 

11 r) River, or in any Parts of Hudfon’j Straits or Bay, 
except about Brook Cobham, Indication that

' they all came out of the Sea from the weftward.

1 ih I Anfwered.
It does not appear from any Journals, Reports, 

or Anfwers, that one Whale was feen higher than 
i B Deer Sound, which is but fifteen Leagues up ; where- 
tk I as the Weft-end is above thirty Leagues ; or that 
b I one Sea-horfe or Seat was feen in any Part of the 
not I River. But that feveral were feen juft without the 
nid 1 -Mouth of the River in tht Welcome, is attefted by 
no I the Log-Book, and by the Affidavits of Towns, 
red ' Von Sobriek, and Grant. And Capt. Middleton has 

d traded freffi Whalebone in all Parts of the Bay and 
] Straits, where the EJkmaux frequent ; which could 

n not be, if the Whales, from whence they get it,
1 were not killed there ; becaufe, in ten or twelve 
: Days after they are dead, the Bone all drops from 

as 1 their Mouths -, all which amounts together to al- 
:îi 3 mod a Demonftration, that the Whales, both in 

the Bay, and Wager River, come from the North- 
eaft, which is alfo fomewhat confirmed from the 
great Number of Indian Storehoufes of Oil, Finn, 

if t and Blubber, not above eight Leagues up, on the 
north^eaft Coaft of the River ; whereas their proper 
Habitations are on the Main, on t’other Side the 
River. Moreover, if thefe Whales came out of 

;1 6 any Sea from the Weftward, they would have been 
t feen in plenty the higher they had gone up, which 

was not 10. However, Conclurions drawn from .J I Whales



Whales being feen in any Piace, are at the befb but $ 
very precarious. - ;;

Reafon 5. 1 jj,
From broken Lands north-wefi wards, and a great 

Collection of Waters feen at a dijlance, full of IJlands, 
on the fouth-wefl Side. ,

I tli
. Anfwer'd. $

It is moft likely, that thefe watery Spaces feen 
at a diftance, are the fame fort of Lakes of melted 
Snow from the Mountains, as were every were feen 
from the Eminencies they afcended in that Coun­
try to overfpread the Vallies. But be that as it ( 
■will, there was no coming near them for the Rapi­
dity of the Water-falls, that hindered the Boat from 
going higher up than fhe did, and the immenfe 
Quantities of Ice along the fouthweft Shore.

Captain Middletont’j REASONS why Wager 
River has no Communication with the Sea wejtward.

( 7° )

Reafon 1.
Becaufe the Tide of Flood comes in at its Mouth 

from the Eaftward.
Reafon ?..

Becaufe it flowed eighteen Feet at the Entrance ; 
but thirteen at Beer Sound ; and the liigheft the Boat 
could go for Water-falls, no more than five or fix 
Feet.

Reafon 3.
Becaufe the Water was found to be fo fefh in the 

Mid-channel above Beer Sound,x.hat the Men freely 
drank it along-iide" the Boat inftead of Beer; and 
the higher they went they found it the freflier.

f

!

Reafon 4.
Becaufe no Whales were feen there but at the

Entrance of the River, and at Beer Sound, this being
an

1
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an Argument that they came not from any Sea to 
the Weft ward *, but entered by fome Inlet from the 
north-eaft.

Reafon 5.
Becaufe Travellers, which have gone from Church­

ill by Land, as high as the ardic Circle, affirm, 
that they met with neither fait Water River, nor 
Sea, in any Part of their Journey.

Obj ections and Q£ eries upon Points of 
Conduct Anfwered.

Objection 1.

A Large Opening on the fouth-wefi Side of Wager 
River, which the Lieutenant fet with his Com- 

pafs prom a Place near Deer Sound, was never look’d 
into.

Anfwer.
The Lieutenant’s unintelligible Paper about this 

Affair, will be found in the Appendix fXXX.) ’Tis 
hard to conceive how on the Bearings he mentions, 
any Qbjed fhould be feen from his Station but on 
the eaft Shore, the fame on which he flood, the 
River lying nearly N. and S. by Compafs. Mr.
D--------- fays, it was oppofite the Place where meft:
of the Whales were feen, which therefore fhould be 
over-againft Leer Sound ; but the Captain could di- 
ftinguiih nothing thereabouts, which in the ieaft an­
fwered the Defcription. He many times attempted 
to land on the fouth-weft Shore, but never could 
for Ice, except once; and then he perceived nothing 
but high mountainous Land, with large Laices of 
melted Snow in the Vallies.

Objection



Objection 2.
The Difcovery was quitted in the Beginning of Au- 

guft, when all the Ice was dijjolved in Wager River, 
that Month being the befi Month in the Tear to per fell 
the Difcovery.

Anfwer*
The Difcovery was not quitted before the 15th of 

of Aug. when they left Brook Cobham. If C. Middleton 
had ftayed longer, he could not reafonably have ex­
pected to repafs the Straits with his poor difabled 
Crew. A Ship not many Years ago was frozen up 
near Mansfield in the Middle of September, and her 
Crew almoft perilh’d with cold. The Straits are 
ufually pafs’d the latter End of Augujl, or Beginning 
of September, and even then the Sails and Rigging 
are fo hard frozen, that it cods them fome Days to 
fet any part of them. No Ship of the Company’s 
muft attempt to return after the tenth of September ; 
and till a little above twenty Years ago a Voyage 
was feldom made without Wintering.

Objection 3.
The Opening among the Ifiands to the nor lh-wefl ward 

beyond the Place the Lieutenant went to in Wager 
River, was not inquired into, although the Lieutenant 
and Mafier, under their Hands, reported there was 
another Way into the Sea than the Way the Ships en­
tered, by which the Whales came there.

Anfwer.
The Lieutenant and Maker, in their Report, fay, 

that they believe there is another Way into the Sea 
befides that which the Ships came in at, fomewhere 
on the eaft Side (not on the N. W. Side) and that 
they imagine the Whales come through this Paf- 
fage. Indeed, they were fent up to look for Inch a 
PalTage, and to meet the Flood, for fear the River’s

Mouth
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Mouth ftiould not be clear of Ice before the fetting 
in of Winter, and fo all perifh there. For after 
the Captain, for the Reafons before-mentioned, 
had given up all hopes of a Palïage through this 
River, he would have parted with all he had in the 
World to have been out of it again.

Objeflion 4.
To have avoided being carried back again into the 

River Wager, - they ought to have kept their Courfe 
towards Cape Dobbs, that the Tide of Flood might 
have carried them to the Southward.

Anfwer.
Then they could not have avoided being forc’d 

afhore among all the Ice that lay off Cape Dobbs, or 
again into the River -, fince they could lay only W. 
S. W. and S. W. on the other Tack, the Wind 
being S. and S. S. E. and the Flood coming ftrong 
from the E. and E. b. N.

Objection 5.
The Carpenter and Gunner went afhore at Cape Fri» 

gid, to view the Land and fuppofed Frozen Strait % 
the Carpenter and Gunner went to a Hill a Mile and 
a half further than the Captain and Clerk, and upon 
their Return, as the Clerk affirms, they faid the Hill 
they were upon was an Ifland, but the low Beachy Land, 
to the fouthward of them, was joined to the eajtern and 
northern Land, which joined the wejl Land, and form’d 
the Bay above Cape Hope -, and that there was no 
Frozen Strait to fouth-eajlward of them, as the Cap­
tain has laid down in his Journal.

Anfwer.
When the Carpenter and Gunner returned, the 

Caprain ftridtly examined them, as to the Particu­
lars they law : Whether they were pofitively lure

L that
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that the low Beach joined to the Land they flood 
upon ? They allur’d me it did, and that they were 
upon an Ifland cut off from the Beach, and that the 
Frozen Strait, of which they delivered the Captain 
a kind of Map or Plan the next Morning on board, 
was at leaft twelve Leagues wide from the Eaft to 
the Weft Side, at the Mouth or narroweft Part. 
This Declaration of the Carpenter and Gunner is 
alfo attefted by the Mafter in his Anfwer to Query 
ii. Befides, if there be no fuch Strait, whence 
fhould theftrong Tide of four Miles an Hour come, 
which they met with there, and which the Lieute­
nant obferved to force the Ships very rapidly to the 
North-eaft-ward.

Objection 6.
He (the Captain) took Care that nothing Jhould be 

mention'd in the Logg Book but what he faw and di~ 
retted, and faid he would break up all their Boxes that 
kept Journals, and take their Books and Papers from 
them. He alfo, when he was in Wager River, dif- 
countenanced and difcouraged any who faid it was a 
Strait and not a River, and that there was a Likeli­
hood of there being a Pafjage that IVay, and during 
the whole Voyage kept all on board him as much in the 
dark as he could ; threatened to cane the Lieutenant, 
broomftick the Mafter, and lafh all others, for taking 
upon them to dijpute about a PaJJage.

Anfwer.
The Captain is apprehenfive, that the Logg Book 

will rather be thought to abound, than to be de­
fective in Particulars. He never difcountenanced, 
but, on the contrary, always encouraged every one 
in keeping Journals, and in fpeaking and reporting 
according to their Judgment, with the utmoft Free­
dom ; always intruding fuch as he found igno­
rant, and endeavouring to improve thofe who had

made
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made fome Proficiency. The Lieutenant, in his 
Anfwer to Query 20, fays, that he never heard of 
the Captain’s threatening to take away Books and 
Papers, or giving Orders that nothing fhould be en­
tered into the Logg Book which fhould give Hopes 
of a PalTage -, and denies that the Captain ever dif- 
countenanced or difcouraged him : And in his An­
fwer to Query 5, he fays, that he knows nothing of 
the Threatening Captain Middleton is faid to have 
made Ufe of. The Mailer, in his Anfwer to Que­
ry 5, fays, he never heard of the lead Threatening 
about the Difcovery in any Parc of the Voyage -, 
but that the Captain always treated every Body too 
well ; that he never hindered them from keeping 
what Account they would, being always ready to 
inltrudl any Officer that would afk him, and fhevved 
feveral how to keep Journals that had never been 
at Sea before -, that he has heard the Captain de­
clare he would put up with all that could be en­
dured, rather than the Difcovery fhould be baulk’d. 
And in his Anfwer to Query 20, he fays, the Cap­
tain feemed on all Occafions heartily to encourage 
the Difcovery, and was ever free in communicating, 
and in inftrudting every Officer and Man on board ; 
that both the Lieutenant and himfelf had received 
great Benefit from his Inllrudtions, and mull ac­
knowledge it ; and that to reprefent the Captain 
in other Light, he is thoroughly fatisfied, is doing 
him barbarous Injullice. The Affidavits of T, 
Towns, U. Von Sobriek, G. Grants and T. Cooper, 
do all contradidl what the Captain is here charged 
with, and abundantly confirm the Mailer’s Account 
of his Behaviour. And it is obfervable, that the 
Inventers of the Romance about Threatening, con- 
fefs that no body heard it but themfelves.

I. 2 Ob-
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Objection 7.
When the Captain, on Account of their Clamour, 

was under a Necejfity of fending up the Lieutenant and 
Majler in a fix-oar d Boat, to make further Obfcrva- 
tions of the Tides, and to know whether the Whales 
came into the River any other Way, why did he limit 
them to go no further up than he himfelf had been be­
fore, and to come back with the utmoft Difpatch that 
the Nature of the Service would allow of?

Anfwer.
The Captain is not confcious that he afted, in 

any Refpeft, fo as to give Occafion to Clamour, 
nor was he fenfible of any. His whole Intention 
in fending up the Boat this Time, was to try if 
there could be found any Outlet into the Welcome, 
befides that whereby they entered. Many Years 
Experience of the fudden and fad Effects of Cold in 
this Country, perfuaded him that this was no un- 
reafonable Step towards preferving his Majefty’s 
Ships and Subjects committed to his Care, in cafe 
"Winter fhould fet in before they could be able to re- 
pafs the Mouth of the River, at that time much 
clogg’d with Ice; and that this was his principal 
Motive, may appear both from his Order of July 
27, to the Lieutenant and Matter, and from their 
Report of Augufl 1. at their Return. The Captain 
denies that thefe Officers were fo limited as is pre­
tended in this Query. It was a Blunder of his 
Clerk, to write, as far as Deer Sound, in the Order ; 
and he not only told him fo, at the going off of 
the Boat, but he likewife verbally gave the Lieute­
nant Leave, as himfelf and the Matter both ac­
knowledge, in their Anfwer to Query 3. to pro­
ceed up as far as he could conveniently, without re­
tarding the Ships from failing out of the River ; 
he being, for the Reafons juft now mentioned,

more
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more intent on getting out of the River, than on 
further profecuting theDifcovery of a Paffage with­
in it, even tho’ he had entertained the ftrongeft Pre- 
fumption that there might be one j whereas he had 
very cogent Reafons to think there was none : And 
befides, to have fought one againft an Ebb, would 
have been going contrary to his InftruCtions.

Objection 8.
Why did he, only from a Bottle of Water’s being 

brackifh (which is alfo difputed) vshich was taken up 
near an Inlet where they apprehended there was a frefh 
Stream, fail directly out of the River ?

Anfwer.
It no where appears, that a Bottle of Water was. 

taken up near a frefh Inlet. The Maker, in his 
^Anfwer to Query i, fays, the Water was pofitively 
frefher and frefher as they went higher and higher ; 
and the Affidavits of T. Towns, U. Von Sobriek, and 
G. Grant, all fet forth exprefly, that from 4 Leagues 
above Deer Sound, to the utmoft Height the Boat 
went, the Water, even in the Mid-channel of the 
River, was but barely brackiffi, and that the Men 
all drank of it alongfide inftead of Beer.

Objection 9.
Why did he, when the Tide carried him with fuch 

Rapidity into the River Wager, get out of the Way of 
the Tide to the North-eajl, inftead of the South-wejl 
Side, which was the Side he ought to have endeavoured 
to difcover, unlefs he apprehended he might difccver 
too much, by going higher up with the Tide ?

Anfwer,
When they hrk entered Wager River, and in­

deed during the whole three Weeks they were 
there, they found it impracticable to come near the

South-
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South-weft Shore, except once with the Boat ; and 
were glad at any Rate to get the Ships into fome 
Roadfteed, as may be feen in the Journals, July 13, 
14 and 15.

Objection 10.
Why did he prevent the Lieutenant*s taking along 

with him from Churchill, one of the Factory's Men, 
who perfectly underjlood the Northern Indian Lan­
guage, when the Lieutenant told him he would take all 
the Blame, in cafe any Complaint was made of it ?

Anfwer.
The Captain expreffed a Defire of obtaining this 

Perfon of the Company, in cafe the northern Indi­
ans fhould not come down that Year. But they 
arriving, he could only importune the Governor to 
prevail on two of them, who beft knew the Coun­
try, and could fpeak the Language of feveral Na­
tions, to go along with them, together with a third 
Indian of their own, who could converfe with the 
other two very intelligibly. The Governor would 
not comply without a ftricd Promife of fetting the 
two Northern Indians afhore at their Return, lome- 
where about Whale Cove or Brook Cobham, laden 
with Goods, and furnifh’d with Arms and Ammu­
nition ; which was done accordingly. Had the 
Captain permitted that other Man to have been im- 
preiTed or forced away, he would have added againft 
his Inftrutdions, which ordered him not to give any 
Difturbance to the Ships or Sloops of the Compa­
ny : Now this Perfon was an Interpreter to one of 
their Sloops for the northern Trade.

Objetdion it.
Why did he, when the Indians who were beginning 

to underjland and fpeak the Engl ilk Language were 
dftrous of coming to England, put them on fkore a-

gainjl



and I 
«ne I

I

this
hi-
they 
: to
oun-
Na*
hird
the

aid
toe
me*
iden
mu*
the
ini*
lint
any

( 79 )
gainft their Inclinations, in a very indifferent Boat, 
on an IJland fame Leagues from the Main, at a great 
Di/lance from their Country, unlefs to prevent their 
giving an Account of what they knew in relation to the 
Country and Strait, in cafe they came to fpeak the 
Englifh Longue ?

Anfwer.
They exprefs’d no Defire of feeing England that 

ever came to the Captain’s Knowledge j and if they 
had, what could have excufed him to the Governor 
or to himfelf, for bringing them hither, when, as 
was juft now obferved, he had folemnly engaged 
to land them fomewhere about Whale Cove or Brook 
Cobham? The Mafter in his Anfwer to Query 18, 
fays, the Boat was a good one, and that they had 
been taught how to manage her j that they faid they 
knew their Way home very well ; that they were 
fufficiently fortified againft all the Men in the Coun­
try, having Fire-arms, well flock’d with Ammu­
nition, and more of every thing than they could 
well carry. And that they were but 250 Miles 
from their own Country or the Company’s Factory, 
which is nothing for an Indian to travel. The Affi­
davits of L. Low ns, G. Grant, and L. Cooper, fpeak 
much to the fame Purpofe, and fay befides, they 
went away highly pleafed, without any Manner of 
Compulfion.

Objections and Surmizes about Bribery an-

Objection 1.
Lhe Captain, before he went the Voyage, was of­

fered by fome of the Directors of the Company-50001. 
to return to their Service, and not go the Voyage -, or 
to go fearch for the Pafjage in Davis V Straits, or in

any
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any other Place but where he was dire bled ; to which 
he anfwered, he might take their Money and be of no 
Service to them -, for the Gentleman who had projected 
the Voyage, had it fo much at Hearty that if he did 
not goy he would get fomebGdy elfe to go ; but before he 
had done with it, he hop'd to go in a Coach and fix ; 
to which one of them anfwered, he hop'd to fee him at 
the Devil fir ft.

Anfwer.
The Captain denies that any of the Diredtors, either 

by themfelves or others, ever offered him him 5000 L 
or one Shilling, upon any Account whatfoever ; and 
granting fuch an Offer was made, the Objedtor ac­
quits the Captain of any Crime, by the Anfwer he 
lays he made (or rather, that he in this Place is fo 
kind to make for the Captain) viz. that he might 
take the Money, and be of no Service to them, 
&c. What follows about his Hopes of riding in a 
Coach and Six, and fome body’s wifhing him at 
the Devil, is fuch Trumpery that he can’t think 
the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty believe 
it deferves a ferious Anfwer, and he is furprized 
the Projector himfelf fhould think fo. But grant­
ing the Offer were made, can the Refufal of fo 
large a Bribe redound to the Captain’s Difreputation ?

Objection 2.
They afterwards y by Sir Bibye Lake their Gover­

nor y promis'd him 2 Tears Salary at 120 1. per annum, 
not to do any Thing to prejudice or obftrutl their Trade y 
which he fays was only upon Account of preventing his 
Crew's trading in the Bay.

Anfwer.
The Refufal of 5000 l. which the Objedtor ac­

knowledges, makes it altogether abfurd to fup- 
pofe, that ire fnould accept of fo paultry a Confide-

rafmn
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ration as two Years Salary at 120 /. per annum to 
negleCt his Doty in profecuting the Difcovery, when 
the very fame Perfons were offering him 5000 /. to 
return to a very beneficial Employment. The Cap- 
tain grants that the Company recommended the 
Protection of their Trade to him : It was a natural 
and a reafonable Requeft j and he thought it the 
Duty of his Station to maintain them, as far as he 
had Power and Authority* in their juft Rights and 
Privileges, and not to plunder them by trading 
with the Natives himfelf, or fuffering others under 
him to trade with them, whatever Advantages 
might have accrued by it.

ObjeClion 3.
*Tis plain Rewards or Bribes were offered to him to 

prevent his perfecting the Difcovery.

Anfwered.
Does not the ObjeCtor make it alfo as plain that 

he refufed Bribes, if any were offered ? But how 
comes it to be fo plain that they were ^offered ? Nei­
ther the Lieutenant, Surgeon, nor Clerk charge 
him with any Bribes * and fhall it be thought, that 
a bare Affertion from one that appears now to be 
his Enemy, is a fufficient Proof ? He hopes not*

Objection 4*
He alfo, in the Hearing of his Officers at Churchill* 

told the Governor and Officers of the Company there* 
that he would be a better Friend to the Company than 
they expected \ for he would be able to make the Vy age 
without any Man on board being the wifer, whether 
there was a Poffage or not.

Anfwer4
The Captain does remember, that being once 

with the Governor and fome Officers of the Com-
M pany3
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pany, they jeeringly faid, he and his People were 
to be regarded as a kind of Enemies, and that he 
anfwered, perhaps they might find him a better 
Friend than they imagined, or to that Purpofe ; 
meaning thereby, not only the Power his InftruCti- 
ons gave him to proteCt their Trade, and which 
they underfiood well enough -, but fomething elfe 
alfo, which they could not fo readily comprehend. 
The Truth is, the Agents of a certain Gentleman 
had, without the Captain’s Knowledge or Confent, 
fhipp’d on board the Difcovery, as many Goods to 
be difpofed of among the Indians, as would have 
gained them many Hundreds of Pounds. This 
he difcovered at the Orkneys, and was refolved, as he 
was in Duty bound, not to fuffer any body on board 
to trade with the lead Part of them. The Words 
he is charged with in the latter Part of this Objecti­
on were fpoken to his own People on board, as a 
Reproach to their Ignorance and Stupidity, and 
their Avernon to being inftruCted ; and he folemnly 
declares, not in the Hearing of any one that be­
long’d to the Company, to the utmoft of his Re­
membrance. Befides the Lieutenant and the two 
Mailers, there was not a Man in either Ship, fkill’d 
enough in Sea-affairs to have fo much as guefs’d in 
what Part of the World he was, without being told, 
Here now, are two Expreffions of his uttered at 
different Times, in different Places, to different Per- 
fons, and to quite different Purpofes, moll ingenu- 
oufly coupled together by the fingle Particle for, 
and lb wrought up into one terrible Charge againft 
him !

ObjeClion 5.
He gave an Order, under fevere Penalties, that 

none of his Crew floould have the leaf Intercourfe or 
Trao.e with the Natives.

Anfwered.



Anfwered.
He has already laid, that he was bound in Duty 

to do this, whether the Company rewarded him or 
not. But does not this Objection fhew, that the 
Projector of the Voyage had the Advantage of a 
private Trade at Heart, more than the publick U- 
tility of a Difcovery ? Whence otherwife fhould 
arife his Endeavours to ftigmatize the Company, 
and diflfolve their Charter ? Whence his unwearied 
Application to prejudice the Captain’s unblemifh’d 
Character with the Lords of the Admiralty or the 
Publick ? And whence his Projed of a new Settle­
ment, and a further Profecution of the Difcovery ; 
but to intruft it with fuch as fhould not baulk his 
Expectation in other Matters.

Infiances of the Contradictions and Inconfifiencies 
which occur in the Anfwer s to the Queries pro­
pounded to the Lieutenant, Mafier, Surgeon, 
and Clerk, upon comparing them with one an­
other, and with the Logg Books, Journals, 
Councils, Reports and Affidavits.

Lieutenant*s Anfwer to Query i.

THE Water, Ï think, was fait-, but as I would 
not depend on my own Judgment, I filled 

three Bottles with Water at three different Places, 
and brought them on board at my Return •> and 
was told there was no DiftinCtion, for they were all 
equally alike fait,

Mafier* s Anfwer to Query i.
Above Beer Sound the Water was much frefher, 

and the higher up the frefher fhill.
M2 T. Town’i
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T. Town*j Affidavit.
The faid Captains and the laid four Men did all 

declare, that they had all tailed of the Water in the 
Mid-channel of the River, four Leagues above Beer 
Sound, and found it to be but barely brackifh, and 
that the faid four Men did freely drink of it for 
want of Beer.

Ulrick Von Sobriek’j Affidavit.
Being up the River Wager three or four Leagues 

above Beer Sound, in the Boat with Capt. Middle- 
ton—He, this Deponent, and the reft of the Hands 
in the Boat, did drink the Water in the Mid-chan* 
nel, and found it to be juft brackifh, fo that it 
might very well be drank.

Grance Grant*j Affidavit.
He, this Deponent, heard the laid Capt. Middleton 

and all the faid four Men affert, that they had tailed 
of the Water in the Mid-channel ox Wager River, 
three or four Leagues above Beer Sound, and found 
it to be frefh, or but juft brackifh, and that the faid 
Men, for want of Beer in the Boat, chofe to drink 
it rather than fuck the Ice, as they us’d to do elfe- 
where.

Lieutenant*s Anfwer to Query 1.
I fleer’d W. N. W. by the Compafs, along the 

Weft Shore.

Mafter's Anfwer to Query 1.
The Courfe wc fleer’d in the Boat after we came 

up with the Bluff Land was W. N. W. but the 
Courfe of both Shores by Compafs from four 
Leagues below where the Ships lay, to the higheft 
we went up, is North 150 Weft.

Lku*



Lieutenant andMafler's Report, 'ijth July.
When we were abreaft with the high Bluff Land 

we fteer’d W. N. W. keeping the Mid-channel.

Clerk's Anfwer to Query 3.
I very well know they were limited to go only to 

Leer Sound, or thereabouts, and ordered to come 
back with the utmoft Difpacch.

Lieutenant's Anfwer to Query 3.
The Captain’s Orders in Writing to me were, 

that I fhould go to Leer Sound, or thereabouts ; 
and to come back with the utmoft Difpatch : But 
I defired he would give me my Liberty to act as 
I thought molt conducive to the Difcovery ; and 
he verbally confented that 1 might run up the River 
or Strait as far as I could conveniently, without 
retarding the Ships from failing.

Majier's Anfwer to Query 3.
The Order, through the Hurry and Miftake of 

the Clerk, as the Captain told him at our putting 
off the Boat, was to make Obfervations in and near 
Leer Sound : But he gave the Lieutenant as I heard 
afterwards, verbal Orders to proceed as far as he 
thought proper.

Captain's Order July 27.
— And to report to me at your Return, which 

is to be as fpeedy as the Nature of the Service you 
are ordered upon will permit.

Clerk's Anfwer to Query 5.
He threatened to cane the Lieutenant, and 

Brcomftick the Matter, and whip all the reft.

Surgeon's
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Surgeon's Anfwer to Query 5.

He faid he would cane the Lieutenant, broomftick 
the Matter, and whip all the reft that (poke any­
thing about the Paftage.

Lieutenant's Anfwer to Query 5.
I know nothing of the Threatning Capt. Middle- 

ton is faid to have made ufe of.

Lieutenant's Anfwer to Query 20.
I can’t fay the Captain difcouraged or difcounte- 

nanced me in making any Difcovery.

Mafter's Anfwer to Query 5.
I never heard of the Jeaft Threatning during our 

being at Sea any Part of the Voyage, about the 
Difcovery ; but the Captain always treated every 
body too well, if I may be allowed the Expreffion.

Affidavit of T. Towns.
Capt. Middleton’s Behaviour, as far as this Depo­

nent ever faw or heard, was very kind and mild, 
and he never threatned Punifhment to any one for 
offering his Mind with freedom about the Condudf 
ufed in the intended Difcovery.

Affidavit of Ulrich von Sobriek.
Capt. Middleton’s Treatment was very kind both 

to Officers and Men.

Affidavit of Grance Grant.
He never heard that Capt. Middleton threatned 

to puniffi any one for (peaking his Mind about the 
Difcovery ; but, on the contrary, he was always 
courteous in his Behaviour to his Officers, and kind 
to all, fometimes when they did not deierve it.

Affidavit
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Affidavit of T. Cooper.
He never heard, or was informed, of any high 

or harfh Words that paffed between Capt. Middleton 
and any of his Officers ; or that the faid Captain 
did any wife threaten to puniffi any Man for fpeak- 
ing his Mind freely about the Difcovery, or that he 
threatned to break open any ones Cheft to come at 
Journals -, but, on the contrary, his Carriage was 
always mild to every body.

Remark.
It is obfervable, that the Lieutenant never heard 

any of the Captain’s Threatning, but was told it by 
the Surgeon and Clerk, who boch own, that it was 
fpoken to them in private. The Mafter cannot tell 
how to believe it, nor the Men neither -, for they 
never heard any thing of it, nor felt any of its Ef­
fects.

Lieutenant's Anfwer to Query 6.
We were carried to the South-weftward, nigh the 

Rocks on the fouth Shore of Cape Dobbs, by the 
Tide of Ebb, and drove from Wager River fix or 
feven Leagues.

Mafter*s Aufwer to Query 6.
We were carried S. E. b. S. as the Courfe of the 

Land lies by Compafs, from the River’s Mouth to­
wards Cape Dobbs, until we met the Channel ebb 
from the W. b. S. by Compafs.

Remark.
The Clerk, in Part of his Anfwer to this Query, 

fays, at this time the Mafter prevaricates, for fear, 
as he fays, he fhould be any Man’s Ruin. Query, 
Does the Clerk believe that any Man’s Ruin can 
depend on the Truth of either of their Anfwers ?

i Lieut e-



Lieutenant's Anfwer to Query 7.
We ply’d with Sails and Oars to the Eaftward to 

get out of a Tide of Flood, which I apprehend and 
believe came from the South-weft, for fear of be­
ing horfed into Wager River again.

Surgeon's Anfwer to Query 7.
We ply’d to theNorth-eaftward with Sails, Ship’s 

Oars, and two Boats a Head, to be out of the Tide 
of Flood from the Southward, lead it fhould drive 
us up the River Wager again.

Clerk's Anfwer to Query 7.
We hailed away to the eaftward with all the Sail 

we could croud, rowing with the Ship’s Oars, and 
towing with the Boats, to avoid our being forced 
into the River Wager again, by a Tide of Flood 
that came from the fouth-weftward.

Mafer's Anfwer to Query 7.
When we failed out of the River Wager, we ply’d 

to the eaftward with Sails and Oars, to get out of 
the Indraft of the River’s Flood from the eaftward, 
but not from the fouthward, until you get within 
the Indraft of the River, and then indeed the Flood 
hath the Courfe as in all Inlets.

Affidavit of T. Towns.
He is certain, of his own Knowledge, that all the 

way from the Frozen Strait to the River Wager, the 
Tide of Flood came from the eaftward.

Affidavit 0/Ulrich Von Sobriek.
The Flood Tide which flows up the River Wa- 

ger, in at its Mouth, comes all from the eaft, or 
the eaft by north, the Courfe of the new Strait by 
Compafs.

Remark.
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i Remark.

The Clerk will have ir, that they failed away to 
the eaftward, with all the Sail they could croud : If 
he will look into the Journals, he may find that from 
eight to twelve it was fiat Calm.

Lieutenant's Journal, Auguft 4.
I feveral times try’d the Tide, and found the 

Flood came from the eaft.

Lieutenant's Anfwer to Query 9.
That the Neap Tides are higher with a north- 

wefterly Wind at Churchill, than the Spring Tides 
with an eafterly Wind, is known by every Perfon 
who has any Knowledge of the Tides in Churchill 
River.

J. Macbeath’j1 Affidavit.
He, this Deponent, was employed five Years on 

board one of the Company’s Sloops at Churchill, 
and fays, that he took notice always near Churchill a 
N. E. Wind, when it blew any thing of a Gale, 
did make the highefi: Tides, and that the lead Tides 
were when it blew a fouth-wefl: Wind.

Lieutenant*s Anfwer to Query 10.
The Tide at the Point near Brook Cohham in 

Latitude 20', nigh the Land, was as rapid as
that at IVager River.------The Courfe of the Tide,
which was very impetuous, being never tried but 
once at that Place.

Surgeon s Anfwer to Query 10.
The Rapidity of the Tide here filled feveral a- 

board with Joy and Hopes of finding a Pafifage, 
without going much farther northward.

Clerk's Anjwer to Query 10.
I never faw more rapid Tides at any Place than 

near Brook Cohham, in 639 20',
N Li eats-
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Lieutenant's Journal, July 5.
The Tide was cried lèverai times, and found to 

run two Miles an Hour from the N. E. b. E. by 
Compafs the Day before the Full Moon ; and I take 
it to be the Flood from the eaftward.

Mafter's Anfwer to Query 1 o.
The Tide near the Head Land, in Latitude 63% 

20', as we went northward from Churchill River, 
was tried lèverai times, and run two Miles an Hour 
from the eaftward: But Land-men on board, and 
Sailors alfo, if not well acquainted with Navi­
gation, may, in fuch Cafes where the Ship is 
under Sail, the Boat at Anchor, or the Current Log 
riding her, be eafily led into falfe Conclufions.

Mafter's Anfwer to Query 14.
The Tide we found in 63° 20 in Shore, was 

not half fo ftrong as what we found in the new Strait, 
between the River Wager and Cape Hope in the 
Narrows, which I tried feveral times myfelf when 
almoft calm, and it broke our deep Sea-Line in 
bringing up our fmall Boat, and loft our Grapling.

Clerk's Anfwer to Query 11.
I am very fore from a Channel we faw, which 

disjoined from the low Beach, and another that I 
faw to the northward, as well as from the Gunner’s 
and Carpenter’s Account, that the Land we then 
flood upon, was an Ifland walked on all Sides by 
the Sea the Ships were in.

Maften's Anfwer to Query 11.
The Captain ftridlly enquired of the Carpenter 

and Gunner concerning the Frozen Strait, whether 
the Place they were landed upon, was an Ifland or

no ?



no ? They anfwered, It was not -, for they could 
fee further than he.

ClerlCs Anfwer to Query 11.
When we came to the Boat, it was near low Wa­

ter, and the Captain afk’d which way the Tide of 
Flood ran ? and was told it made its Courfe to the 
northward. About 7 o’Clock that Evening, he took 
the Height of the Tide, it being at that time low 
Water, and three Days after the Full of the Moon.

Mafier* s Anfwer to Query 11.
The Captain took the Height of the Tide when 

he returned to the Boat. By the Account the Men 
gave him when he got back, the Tide had flowed 
four Feet; and he afterwards found by the Marks on 
Shore, that it had flowed fifteen or fixteen Feet in 
all ; and that a W. or W. b. S. Moon made High- 
water.

$'ranfafiions mentioned in the Council of Auguft 8, 
figned by the Lieutenant and Mafier, and confirmed
by the Gunner and Carpenter.
On the feventh (of Augufi) at ten in the Morn­

ing, after we were confirmed that the Flood came 
in on the north Side from the E. b. S. Capt. Mid­
dleton went afhore in the Boat, and found it flowed 
fifteen Feet three Days after the full Moon. The 
Carpenter and Gunner, who were two of the Boat’s 
Crew, many of our People being very ill, went 
twelve or fifteen Miles on the fouth Side of thçfe 
Straits, and on the higheft Hills they could find, 
faw the Paflage that this Flood came in at.

Remark.
By the Clerk’s Account there could have been no 

Flood at all during the whole time that the Captain
N 2 was
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was abfent From the Boat. How then could he afk 
which way the Tide of Flood ran ?
g*1 1 ■■■' ............................... " j

Lieutenant's Anfwer to Query 12.
I could never properly diftinguifh the Head Lands 

in our Return from Cape Frigid to Brook Cobham, 
and did not come nearer to the weft Shore than live 
or lix Leagues. We learch’d neither Inlets nor 
Bays, nor came we near enough to any Land to 
the weftward to diftinguifh it.

Surgeon's Anfwer to Query 12.
I do not remember we were nearer the weft Shore 

than 5 or 6 Leagues ; fo could not difeover whether 
it was Hands or broken Lands, Inlets or Bays, or 
a main Continent, and feldom difeern’d the Land, 
except lbme high Bluff Point amongft the Clouds.

Clerk's Anfwer to Query 12.
It appears from the different Journals and Log- 

Books, that we were not nearer to that Land than 
five or fix Leagues.

Log-Books.
The Log-Books make it appear, that they never 

were more than once or twice, when they lay to in 
the Night, above three or four Leagues off it.

Mafier's Anfwer to Queftion 12.
We made lure to fearch all the weft Shore fo near 

as to fee the Bottoms of the Bays, and plainly make 
i main Land. We went within three or four Leagues 
of moft Places, and where it was bold, we came 
within two Leagues, as off the Head Land, where 
we found the Tide to run two Miles an Hour in 
Latitude 63° 20, and from Latitude 64° to Brook 
C bham, we were lure of the main Land all the 
way,

Lieute-»
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Lieutenant's Journal Augufl io.

—-— wore Ship, the north Shore from N. E. to 
N.N.W. the neareft Diflance four or five Leagues— 
the north Shore bearing from N. b. E. to E. b. N. 
kept as near the Shore as we could to fee if there
were any Openings or Paffages in the Land--------- .
continued fading in fight of the main Land of the 
north Shore, quite from Cape Hope. Hailed off to
deepen our Water------ 1 find by coafting along
jfhore of the Welcome from the Frozen Straits to this 
Place (the Head Land in Latitude 63° 20) that it 
is the main Land, though there are feveral fmall 
Iflands and deep Bays. This Head Land, and the 
other in 64° Latitude, make a deep Bay. In our 
Paffage out, we did not fee the Bottom of it, as we 
have done fince, and by keeping clofe in fhore, we 
have feen feveral black Whales.

Affidavit of T. Towns.
The Captain had the Difcovery at heart above all 

things ; for he feem’d overjoy’d at every thing that 
feemed to promife it, and kept a confiant Look out 
and Examination of all Shores, keeping fometimes 
eight and forty Hours upon Deck, at a time which 
muft be very fatiguing in thofe Parts to a Man in 
his bad State of Health.

Affidavit of Ulrich Von Sobriek,
All the way between Brook Cobham and Cape 

Dobbs, they were fure of the main Land, and were 
never above three or four Leagues off the Land, ex­
cept in one or two Places, where meeting with fhoal 
Water, they laid to in the Night-time, that they 1 
might not pafs any Place unfeen, and flood in fhore 
in the Day. Off the Head Land in Latitude 63$ 
£9, they were not two Leagues from Shore.

«•
Affidavit



Affidavit of Gra. Grant.
Capt. Middleton was careful above all things t5 

fearch all Shores, and chofe to lay by in the Night, 
rather than pafs by any Straits or Inlets that might 
afford a Paffage. b

Majler's Anfwer to Query 13.
The Reafon the Boat was not lent a fhore to try 

the Tides, was, that when fhe was mann’d, we 
could not find Men to work the Ship, or reef a Sail, 
or hand one. — They grew worfe and worfe every 
day, and we had not above fix in both Watches, 
beftdes three or four Officers.

Surgeon s Anfwer to Query 13.
There was never any Boat fent on Shore, nor no 

Search made near the weft Land : I do not know 
any Reafon why we did not ; for out of fifty-three 
Men and Boys, we brought out of Churchill, we 
had but eight that were incapable of doing their 
Duty.

Affidavit of T. Towns.
Through the Sicknefs and Lamenefs of a great 

many, and the Unfkilfulnefs of fome, the Ships 
would not in all probability have ever reach’d Eng*, 
land again, if it had pleas’d God to take away Capt.
Middleton.

Affidavit of Ulrich Von Sobriek.
Out of above twenty Men which they had on 

board the Difcovery from Churchill home, there 
were not four or five in a Watch, able to go aloft, 
or hand or reef a Sail ; though this Ship was better 
mann’d than the Furnace, infomuch, that in Wager 
River, they were forc’d to fend moft of their Hands 
aboard the Furnace, where they had few but Tick 
Men.

Surgeon's



Surgeon s Anfwer to Query 17.
The two Indians gave us an Account of a River or 

Straits, fait Water and deep, a great Number of 
large black Fifh fpouting up the Water, and that 
they were five Days in eroding it, and that there 
was a Copper-mine on the Side of the River or 
Straits ; and that from the bed Account I could 
gather from them, it was fomewhere thereabouts.

Majler’s Anfwer to Query 17.
We had no manner of Account from the Indians 

of any Paffage on the Coaft where we went, neither 
did I hear fo much as one word mentioned about 
it, either whild they were with us or fince till now, 
nor concerning black Fifh near the Copper-Mine.

Majler’s Anfwer to Query 18.
The Captain told us, that he had promifed both 

the Governor and the Friends of the northern In­
dians to put them fafe on Shore, fo that they might 
get to their own home, or to Churchill.

Clerk’s Anfwer to Query 18.
The Reafons Capt. Middleton gave for putting 

them afhore were, as he faid, lead thofe Indians, 
when they came to England, fhould, by their Chat­
tering of the Copper-Mine, and Straits thereabouts, 
put the Government to the Expence,of fitting out 
Ships again, to make trial -of a Paffage that way 
once more.

Surgeon’s Anfwer to Query 18.
The Captain ordered them into an old leaky 

Boat, with two Oars, Mad and Sails, which nei­
ther of them knew well how to manage, in a drange 
Place they did not know, and in the midd of their 
mortal Enemies. But all this would not prevail on

2 the



( 96 )
the Captain ; for [they were actually forc’d over the 
Ship’s Side into the Boat.

Mafler's Anfwer to Query 18.
The Boat was very well, and they might eafily 

manage her, as they had been fhewn, what Diftance 
they had to Shore, or along Shore, as they pleas’d : 
they knew their way home well enough, as they 
told us, and were fuffkiently fortified againft all the 
Men of the Country, having Fire-arms,"well flock’d 
with Ammunition, and more of every thing than 
they could well carry. They were but 250 Miles 
from their own Country, or the Company’s Fac­
tory, which is nothing for an Indian to travel.
(

Affidavit of T. Towns.
The two northern Indians were fo far from being 

forced into a leaky Boat againft their Will, that 
they went voluntarily into a good tight Boat, which 
this Deponent law well caulk’d two Days before, 
and feem’d highly pleas’d at their Departure, as well 
they might ; for they had more Arms, Ammuni­
tion and Goods given them, than they could have 
traded in feven Years.

Affidavit of G. Grant.
They departed in a good tight Boat, highly 

pleafed with the large Stock of Prefents, Ammuni­
tion and Arms, they had received from the Captain,

Affidavit of T. Cooper.
When they faw what Prefents and Arms the Cap­

tain had ordered to be delivered to them, they both 
feemed highly pleafed, and willing to depart j and 
both went voluntarily into the Boat, which was a 
good tight one, without the leaft Forcing or Com- 
piftfion.

Lieutenant's
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Lieutenant's Anfwer to Query 20.
I believe that fome of the Officers on board were 

difcouraged and difcountenanced from being inqui- 
fitive about it, or making Obfervations, which 
might promote the intended Difcovery.

Clerk's Anfwer to Query 20.
---------- by difcountenancing and difcouraging

every one on board—and making what he thought 
moft conducive toshis Defign on the Log-board.

Lieutenant's Anfwer to Query 20.
I can’t fay that the Captain difcouraged or dif­

countenanced me in making any Difcovery — nor 
did I ever hear the Captain threaten to take their 
Books and Papers from them, or give Orders that 
nothing fhould be enter’d in the Log-book, which 
ffiould give any hopes of a Paffage.

Mafler's Anfwer to Query 5.
I have heard ( the Captain) fay, that he would put up 

with all that could be endured, rather than the Dif­
covery fhould be baulk’d. He never hindered any 
body from keeping what Account they would, and 
would always readily inflruâ; any Officer that would 
afk him in obferving the Latitude, Variation, or 
any other curious Matter ; and fhew’d feveral how 
to keep Journals, that had never been at Sea before*

Mafier's Anfwer to Query 20.
The Captain feem’d on all Occafions heartily to 

encourage the Difcovery, and was ever free in com­
municating, and inftru&ing every Officer and Man 
on board, either in Navigation or the Seaman’s 
Parr, as none is better qualified to do it : And the 
Lieutenant and myfelf have experienced the Benefit 
thereof, and mull own it ; and to reprefent him in

O any
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any other Light, I am thoroughly fatisfied, is do­
ing him barbarous Injultice.

Affidavit of T. Towns.
Captain Middleton's Behaviour, as far as this De­

ponent everfaw or heard, was very kind and mild. 
He never did threaten to puniffi any Man for offer­
ing his Mind with freedom about the Conduct ufed 
in the intended Difcovery * and he believes he had 
the Difcovery at heart above all things.

Affidavit of Ulrich Von Sobriek.
Captain Middleton's Treatment was very kind 

both to Officers and Men *, and nobody could take 
more Pains and Care in making all kinds of Obfer- 
vations, which might help towards a Difcovery ; 
as alfoin inftru&ing others who were ignorant, to do 
the like.

Affidavit of Grance Grant.
He never heard, that the Captain threatened to 

puniffi any one for fpeaking his Mind about the 
Difcovery ; but on the contrary, he was always 
courteous in his Behaviour to his Officers, and kind 
to all, fometimes when they did not deferve it.

Affidavit of T. Cooper.
He never heard, or was inform’d, of any high or 

liarfh Words that paffed between Capt. Middleton and 
any of his Officers-, or that he did in any wife threaten 
to puniffi any Man for fpeaking his Mind about the 
Difcovery -, or that he threatned to break open any 
one’s Cheft to come at Papers or Journals ; but that 
on the contrary, he was at all times mild to every 
body ; and that by his encouraging every one under 
Difficulties and Hardffiips, this Deponent did and 
ftiil does fincerely believe, that he earneflly defined 
to make and compleat the Difcovery.

APPENDIX.



APPENDIX
I.

By the Commiffiioners for executing the Office of Lord 
High Admiral of 'Great Britain arid Ireland, &c.

W
HEREAS we have, in Obedience to his 
Majefty’s Commands, ordered the Fur­
nace Sloop, whereof you are Commander, 

to be fitted cut in a proper Manner to proceed on a 
Voyage towards Hudforfs Strait, in order to attempt 
the Difcovery of a Pafiage that Way into the 
Weftern American Ocean, and have appointed the 
Difcovery Pink, William Moor Mailer, (who is here­
by required and diredted to follow your Orders) ro 
attend you on that Service, you are hereby required 
and directed, fo foon as the faid Sloop and Pink 
are ready for the Sea, to fall down to the Norey 
and when they have been paid what is due to their 
Companies, to proceed to Leith, and deliver the 
inclofed Packet to Captain Holburne, Commander 
of his Majefty’s Ship the Dolphin, containing Or­
ders to the faid Captain to proceed in Company 
with you, as far as the Hands of Orkney, for your 
better Security againft the Privateers of the Enemy, 
faid to be cruiftng thereabouts.

You are accordingly to proceed in Company 
with the faid Ship Dolphin as far as the aforefaid 
Hands, and then to make the beft of your Way 
with the Sloop and Pink under your Command to­
wards Hudfon s Strait, and after palling the fame, 
to proceed to Carey's Swan's Nefi \ and then 
fleer North-wefterly, fo as to fall in with the

O 2 North-
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North-weft Land at Sir Thomas Roe’s Welcome, or 
ne ultra, near the Latitude of 65 Degrees North.

You are there to make the beft Obfervations you 
can of the Heighth, Direbtion and Courfe of the 
Tides, bearing of the Lands, Depth and Sound­
ings of the Sea, and Shoals, with the Variation of 
the Needle.

When you come up with Whalebone Point in 65® 
you are to try the beft Paffage in doubling that 
Land, whether to Eaftward or Weftward, in cafe 
it be an Ifland ; and on which Side foever you meet 
the Tide at Flood, to diredl your Courfe fo as to 
meet the Tide, whether North-wefterly or South- 
wefterly.

If after, in doubling that Cape, you find either 
a Strait or an open Sea, you are to keep on your 
Courfe, ftill meeting the Tide of Flood ; and if it 
be fo wide as to lofe Sight of Land, then keep to 
the Larboard or American Shore, fleering Scuth- 
wefterly, fo as to take the Bearings of the Lands, 
and Soundings *, and obferve whether there are any 
Inlets, Bays, or Rivers, to Jfheher the Ships, in 
cafe bad Weather, or contrary Winds, oblige you 
to take Harbour ; and there make the beft Plans 
you can of fuch Harbours, and the Charts of the 
Coaft.

You muff make no Stay any where, whilft Wind 
and Weather permits, (except in making Obferva­
tions for your Safety in your Return) until you get 
to the Southward of 60 Degrees North ; and then, 
if you continue to find an open Sea, make more 
careful Obfervations of the American Coaft or Hands, 
and cf the Head-lands, Bays, and Rivers, until you 
make the Latitude of 50 Degrees, or any more 
foutnerly Latitude, in cafe you find it convenient to 
winter on the weftern Side oï America \ but if you 
fhould find it more convenient to return into the 
Bay to winter, or can make your Paffage home in

j Time3
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Time, after making a Difcovery of the Pafiage to 
the Weftern American Ocean, (which is more eli­
gible J in order to profecute the Difcovery to Ad­
vantage next Seafon, then you need proceed no far­
ther foutherly than 50 or 60 Degrees Latitude, 
and make all proper Obfervations of the Tides, 
Bays, Head-lands, Shoals, and Rocks on both 
Sides, if the Pafiage be narrow, or on which ever 
Side the Wind and Weather permits you, with the 
Vaiiation, or any other curious Obfervations you 
can make.

If you find any Inhabitants upon the Coafb, or 
any populous Nations to the Southward, you are 
to endeavour by all proper Means, to cultivate a 
Friendfhip and Alliance v/ith them, prefenting them 
with fuch Trifles as they value, and fhewing them 
all poflibie Civility and Refpebt -, but to take Cau­
tion, if they be numerous, not to let yourfelf be 
furprized, but to be conftantly on your Guard 
againfl: any Accidents.

If you find it proper to winter on the other Side 
of the Pafiage, get to a warm Climate not more 
northerly than 42 D. in fome fafe Harbour, that 
may be of Ule in a future Settlement ; and rather 
in an Ifiand, if there be a good Harbour, which 
would be fafer than on the Continent for an infant 
Settlement.

If your Place of wintering is within a proper 
Diftance to be fupplied by the Natives on the Con­
tinent, take proper Seeds, of Fruit-Trees, Plants, 
Grain and Pulfe, and fow them in the Spring, or 
in cafe you find any civilized Nation, who want 
fuch Kinds, you may prefent fome to them, and 
make them fenfible of their Ufe and Manner of 
Culture.

In Places where you meet with Inhabitants, make 
Purchafes with their Confent, and take Poflfefiion

of



of convenient Situations in the Country, in the 
Name of his Majefty of Great Britain.

But where there are no Inhabitants, you muff 
take Poffeffion by fetting up proper Inscriptions, 
as firft Difcoverers and Poffeffors.

If in your Paffage you meet with any Ships 
trading to the weftern Countries, eaftward of Japan, 
or any Japaneze Ships, and you apprehend any 
Danger from them, either from their Force or 
Number, you are to proceed no farther in the Dif- 
covery, but immediately to return, that Ships of 
fufficient Force may be lent out next Seafon, to be­
gin a Trade, or make a Settlement, without any 
Apprehenfion of Difturbance from any powerful 
Nation on that Side, left any Accident fhould pre­
vent your Return, and difcourage any further At­
tempts to be made for the future.

If you fhould arrive at California without any 
Apprehenfion of Danger, and chufe to winter in 
42 D. (where Caxton is faid to have found a civi­
lized Nation and good Harbour) or more foutherly, 
then endeavour to meet Captain Anfon in the Month 
of December, before the Arrival of the Manila Ship 
at Cape St. Lucas, the fouthern Cape of Californiay 
and leave a Copy of your Journal with him, left 
any Accident fhould happen to you upon your Re­
turn, and fo the Difcovery be loft, and it might 
prevent Ships being fent out to your Relief in cafe 
of Shipwreck.

But for as much, as in an Undertaking of this 
Nature, feveral Emergencies may arife, not to be 
forefeen, and therefore not fo particularly to be pro­
vided for by Inftru'fiions beforehand, you are in 
fuch Cafe to proceed, as, upon Advice with your 
Officers, you fhall judge may be moft advantageous 
to the Service on which you are employed.

When you return heme, you are to proceed in­
to the River of Thames, and lend our Secretary an

Account
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Account of your Arrival and Proceedings, for our 
Information. Given under our Hands the 20th of 
May% 1741.

Cha. Wager, 
Tho. Frank land, 
Glenorchy.

»
To Captain Middleton, Commander of His Ma- 

jeftys Sloop /fv Furnace. Deptford.

By Command of their Lordfhips.
cIbomas Corhett.

ÎI.
By the Commfffoners for executing the Office of Lord 

High-Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c.

YO U are hereby required and directed during 
the Courfe of your intended Voyage, not to 

give any Difturbance or Moleftadon to any of the 
Ships or Sloops employ’d in the Service of the Hud- 
fon’s-Bay Company, but to give them all Protection 
and Affiftance that lies in your Power, whenever 
any Opportunities offer of your being ferviceable to 
them. Given under our Hands the 29th of Maya 
1741.

Cha. Wager, 
Vere BeauclerKj 
Glenorchy.

'To Capt. Middleton, Commander of His 
Majefiy s Sloop Furnace.

By Command of their Lordfhiph
Thomas Corhett«

III.

/



III.
Hudfon’s-Bay Company to their Governor Mr. James 

Duffield, and Hudfon’s-Bay Houfe London Coun­
sel at Moofe River Forty May the 30thy 1741.

Gentlemen,

NOtwithftanding our former Orders to you, if 
Cape. Middleton (who is fent abroad into the 

Governments Service to difeover a Paftage to the 
North-weft) fhould be obliged to refort to you, 
you are then to give him the beft Aftiftance in your 
Power. We remain,

Tour loving Friends,
Bibye Lake, Gov. 
Benj. Pitts, D. G. 
William Elelerton, 
J. Winter,
Ab. Lake, 
John-Anth. Merle.

IV.
A Council off Cary Swans Neft.

AT a Council held on Board His Majefty’s Sloop 
Furnace y Augujl the ift, 1741, in the La­

titude of 6o° 22' north, Longitude 87? 44 weft, 
Wind N. by W.

PRESENT,
Capt. Chrijlop. Middleton, Prefident,
Wm. Moor y Mafter of the Difcoveryj 
John Rankin y Lieutenant,
Robert WilfoHy Mafter,

The Queftion was put, and taken into Confide- 
ration, Whether it would be proper to proceed up­
on a Difcovery of a Paftage from Hu dfon's -Bay to

the
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the South-Sea diredtly, or to repair with his Ma- 
jefty’s Sloop Furnace and D fcovery Pink to Church­
ill River in Hudfori*s-Bay, as the Seafon of the Year 
is too far advanced to proceed to the Ne Ultra, and 
there being a Neceffity of fecuring the Veifels, and 
providing Neceffiries for Wintering as foon as pof- 
lible : And it was unanimoufly

ReJolv’d, That confidering the Rigour of the 
Winter in thefe Parts of the World, the want of 
every thing neceffary for building Lodgings for the 
Men, and a convenient Place for fecuring the Vef- 
fels from the Danger of the Ice ; the Neceffity cf 
digging Store-rooms for the Provifions, no Brandy* 
Spirits, or Strong Beer being Proof againff the Se­
verity of the Winter above Ground -, the Uncer­
tainty of fecuring the Veffels after the Froit comes 
on, which ufually happens in the Beginning of Sep­
tember : and the Obstructions we may poffibly meet 
with in our Paffage, by Fogs, Calms, Ice and con­
trary Winds :

That it would be the belt and fureft Method for 
the Service in general to proceed directly for Church­
ill River in Hudfon’s-Bay, thereto fecure his Maje- 
fty’s Veffels Furnace and Difcovery, with their Pro­
vifions, Stores and Ammunition, and to provide 
convenient Winter-Quarters, Firing, and neceffary 
Cloathing for their refpective Companies, and to 
wait for the breaking up of the Ice the next Year, 
and then to attempt the Difcovery of a Paffage from 
Hudfon s-Bay to the South-Sea,

Chrljlopher Middleton* 
John Rankin,
William More,
Robert Wilfon,

V



VI.

AT a Council held at the New Fort, Churchill 
River, March the 2 iff, 1741-2.

PRESENT,
Capt. Chriftopher Middleton,
John Rankin, Lieutenant,,
William Moor, Mailer and Commander of the 

Difcovery.
Robert JVilfon, Maher of the Furnace,

It is taken into Confideration, Whether it would 
be neceffary for the Service his Majefty's Sloop 
Furnace is ordered upon to make the following Al­
terations, which were mentioned by a Letter from 
Capt. Middleton to Sir Jacob Ackworth, and for 
want of time could not be effe£ted,wz. the Quarter- 
Deck to be made flufh with the prefent main Deck, 
by having a flight one laid over the former, and a 
Companion Way thereupon made to go down into 
the Steerage ; the former Paffage thereto being not 
only inconvenient, but very dangerous for Perfons 
coming from below to go forwards, when the Cap- 
fton is in ufe, as Capt. Middleton by fad Experience 
found, being.jammed between the End of a Cap- 
fton Bar and the Companion.

And it was Refolved, That confidering the high 
and traverfe Seas in this Part of the World, and the 
Probability of (hipping large Quantities of Water, 
it is abfolutely neceffary to have the Quarter-Deck 
made flufh wirh the Main-Deck, the Sloop to be 
fleer’d with a Wheel, dead Lights hung with Hinges 
to be fixed to the great Cabbin Windows, which 
will make more room for the Capflon than is at 
prefent, and which we fhall be obliged to ufe very 
frequently upon our entering or coming out of 
Harbours, warping among Ice, and upon Account
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<yf trying the Tides -, and it is our Opinions thofe 
Alterations ought to he made before his Majefty’s 
Sloop Furnace proceeds to Sea. Given under our 
Hands this 21 ft Day of March 1741-2.

Chrifiopher Middleton, 
John Rankin,
Wm. Moor,
Robert Wilfont,

Vlf.

AT a Council held on board his Majefty’s Ship 
Furnace, in Sir Thomas Roe's Welcome, the 

2 2 th Day of jaÿ, 1742.

PRESENT,
Capt. Chrifiopher Middleton.,
Lieutenant Rankin,

Moor, Matter and Commander of the 
Difcovery,

Robert Wilfon, Matter of the Furnace^

The manifett Hazard of his Majefty’s Ships Fur* 
mace and Difcovery, from the vaft Quantities of Ice 
that iurrounded them, the Sea being covered for 
ten Leagues to Windward, and the Ships driving 
every Tide nearer the Land, and at that time 
within two Miles of the Shore », that there was a 
Neceflity of turning back or feeking fome Harbour, 
as foon as might be, to fecure the Ships, was taken 
ferioufly into Confideration, and it was unanimoutty 
Refolv’d, that it would be the moll eligible and 
fafeft Method for the Prefervation of his Majefty’s 
faid Ships, and the Lives of the Men, to make the 
beft of our way to an Inlet or Strait, that appear’d 
beyond Whalebone-Pointy there to feek out fome 
convenient Place to fecure the Ships, till Lch time 
as the Welcome fhould be clear’d of Ice, and then 
.ufe our utmott Endeavours for proceeding on our

P 2 Difcc-
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Difcovery. In witnefs whereof we have hereunto 
fet our Hands the Day and Year above-written.

Chrijlopher Middleton, 
John Rankin,
IVm. Moor,
Robert JVilfon.

VIII.
Lieutenant's Report, Sunday July the 25A&, 1742.

IWas ordered to take the Mafrer with me in the 
eight oar’d Boat, to found in the Channel to 
the northward of the Iflands in the River, and to 

fee for a Harbour for our Ships, near the Mouth of 
the River, for a fife Retreat, if need be, but I 
could find none on the north Side ; but I faw love­
rai Openings or Coves on the fouth Side, but I 
could not get near them ; for the River was very 
full of Ice from Side to Side.

J made the beft of my way up to the Ships from 
near the River’s Mouth -, I got up to the Iliand off 
the Mouth of Savage Sound or River, the Tide 
came down upon me, and ail the Ice, with luch 
Force and Swiftnefs, that our Boat muft have been 
imafhed into a thou land Pieces, if we had not got 
iter inflantly into a Cove, or large Field of Ice : 
we were inclofed with fo much Ice, many large 
Pieces, fome of them drew nine or ten Fathoms 
Water; we were forced upon the louth Shore with 
great Swiftnefs, and many Pieces were forced upon 
the Rocks, and others againft them with great 
Force ; we were forced off again near the Middle 
of the River, and carried out of the River’s Mouth 
with the Tide of Ebb above five Leagues, before 
we could fee the leaf: Opening among the Ice, to 
get the Boat out. About four or five in the Morn­
ing, the 26th, the Ice opened a little, I got the 
Boat out of the Cove, and forced her through the

Ice,
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Ice, it having little or no Motion -, the Flood 
Tide being made, we got among loofe Ice, and 
failed towards the north Shore. About twelve at 
Noon, the 26th, we got in under the Hands on 
the north Side, at the Mouth of the River, we lay 
the Tide off Ebb, and got on board of the Ship 
at half an Hour paft nine at Night.

July 27th, 1742. John Rankin.

IX.
My Order to the Lieutenant and Mafler.

By Capt. Chriftopher Middleton, Commander of his 
Majejlfs Ship Furnace.

WHereas I ordered you and the Mailer to found 
in the Channel on the north Side of the 

Illands in this River, and to look out for a Har­
bour for the Ships near the Mouth thereof, but 
finding by your Report, that there is none to be 
found on the north Side, and the River being very 
full of Ice, there was no approaching the fouth 
Side •, it alfo having been hinted to me, that there 
was fome hopes of a Paffage or Inlet into the Sea, 
from the Rifings of the Tides at or near Deer 
Sound, black Whales having been feen thereabouts, 
and it being impoffible to move the Ships with Safe­
ty, while fuch Bodies of Ice are now in the River, 
and continue to drive with the Tides *, you and the 
Matter are hereby required and direfted to take the 
fix-oar’d Boat, and proceed up the River IVager as 
far as Deer Sound before-mentioned, and to be as 
particular as may be of the Flux of the Tides, 
their Direction and Height at that Place and near 
it, and particularly to note whether the Flood in 
the River Deer Sound comes from this River or 
fome other, and to make ftridl Enquiry, whether 
the black Whales can have any other Paffage from
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the Sea into this River, than that where his Ma­
jefty’s Ships Furnace and Difcovery came in at, and 
to report to me, under your Hands, at your Re­
turn, which is to be as fpeedy as the Nature of the 
Service you are ordered upon will permit, what Ob- 
fervations you make thereof, and for fo doing this 
fhall be your fufficient Warrant. Dated on board 
his Majefty’s Ship Furnace, the 27th Day o {July 
5742.

Chriflopher Middleton.
To Lieutenant John Rankin,, and Robert 

Wilfon, Majier of His Majcfy's Ship,
Furnace.

r-

X.
The Lieutenant's and Majier's Report,

Purfuant to an Order from Capt. Chriftopher Middle- 
ton, Commander of his Majejly s Ship the Furnace, 
hearing Date the 2jth of July, 1742.

WE, whofe Names are hereunto fubfcrib’d, 
took the Furnace's fix-oar’d Boat, and went 

from Savage Sound, where his Majefty’s Ships Fur­
nace and Difcovery then lay, and on the 28th, at 
one in the Morning, arriv’d at Deer Sound, where 
we tried the Tide, and found the Flood to come 
into that Place from the River Wager, and rofe at 
that time ten Feet. At fix o’Clock the fame Morn­
ing we left Deer Sound, (where we put the two 
northern Indians aftiore to kill fome Deer for our fick 
Men) and failed for a high bluff Land on the N. 
W. Side of the River Wager. Our Courfe from 
the Hands on the north Side of Deer Sound to the 
high bluff Land, was N. W. b. N. by Compafs -, we 
founded frequently, and had no Ground with a Line 
of fixty-eight Fathoms all the way over. When 
we were a-breaft of the high bluff Land, we fteer’d

W. N. W.
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W. N. W. keeping the Mid-channel, and ftill 
found no Ground at 98 Fathom, except nigh fome 
I{lands that lay in the fair Way about one third over 
the River, and 30 Fathoms within a League of one 
of them. This Courfe we kept till we got about 
15 Leagues from Deer Sound, but finding the Tide 
or Frefh againft us, and the Wind coming fair, we 
were afraid to flay any longer, for fear of hinder­
ing the Ships from going to Sea ; however, we 
came to a Grapnell with the Boat, and went upon a 
high mountainous Land, where we had a very fair 
View of the River. From thence we faw a great 
Run or Fall of Water between the fuppos’d main 
Land and the aforefaid Iflands, very narrow, feem- 
ingly not a Mile broad, and about a League from 
where the Boat lay *, but to the northwards we dif- 
covered a large Collection of Water, in which were 
feveral Iflands, and high mountainous Land on both 
Sides of it, the weft Side having many bluff Points, 
and broken Land. In our Return towards the 
Ships, and not far from Deer Sounds we faw feveral 
large black Whales, of the Whalebone kind, fome 
of which came very near the Boat. So that upon 
the whole, we think there may be fome other Paffage 
into the Sea from the River Wager, befides that 
which his Majefty’s Ships Furnace and Difcovery 
came in at, and imagine there is a great Probability 
of an Opening or Inlet into the Sea, fomewhere on 
the eaft Side thereof, tho* we cannot fix the Place. 
Given under our Flands this fir ft Day of Augufl, 
1742.

John Rankin,
Robert Wiljon.

XI.



T a Council held the 8th Day of Augujl, 1742, 
on Board His Majelly’s Ship Furnace.

PRESENT,
Capt. Chrijlop. Middleton, Prefident,
Wm. Moor, Mailer and Commander of the

Difcovery,
John Rankin, Lieutenant,
Robert Wilfon, Mailer,

Fhe following Franfaffions tv ere read, and unanimoufy
agreed to, viz.

Augujl the 3d, 1742. Unmoor’d and failed out of 
Wager River, that River and the Straits being pretty 
clear of Ice, in purfuit of our Difcovery. The 4th 
having contrary Winds and Calms, made but little 
Northing. On the 5th by Noon, got into the La­
titude of 669 14', but met with much Ice and ftrong 
Tides. The fame Day in the Evening, we difco- 
vered on the north Side of our new Straits, a Cape 
or Head Land, bearing N. the Land on the fouth 
Side lyeth E. b. N. and W. b. S. and on the other 
Side N. b. W. which gave us all great Joy and 
Hopes of its being the extream north Part oi Ame­
rica. We could fee little or no Land to the north­
ward of it, and deep Waters, very high Land, and 
Ilrong Tides, when we were 4 or 5 Leagues Ihort 
of it. This Capt. Middleton named Cape Hope. We 
turn’d or work’d round it the fame Night, and got 
5 or 6 Leagues to the N. by W. before we could 
fee any otherwife than fair and wide Straits ; but 
the 6th Day about Noon, after having got into the 
Latitude of 66° 40', found we were embay’d, and 
by 2 in the Afternoon, could not go above 3 
Leagues farther, having tried the Tides all the

Forenoon
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Forenoon till 2 o’Clock in the Afternoon, but 
found neither Ebb nor Flood, yet deep W ater. 
From this it was concluded, that we had over [hot 
the Straits on the north Shore, where we found 
ftrono- Tides that came from the E. b. S. but ap­
parently no Paffage -, and as there was no proceed- 
ins above 3 or 4 Leagues farther, it was agreed 
upon by all to return back and Larch narrowly for 
the Straits, by finding from whence the Floods 
came. On the 7th, at 10 in the Forenoon, after 
we were confirmed the Flood came in on the north 
Side from E. b. S. Capt. Middleton went on Shore 
in the Boar, and found it flowed 15 Feet three Days 
after the Full, and a W. b. S. Moon made high 
Water. Cap t. Middleton, together with the Gunner 
and Carpenter (who were two of the Boat, s Ciew, 
many of our People being very ill) went 12 or 15 
Miles on the fouth Side of thefe Straits, and on the 
higheft Hills they could find, faw the Paffage that 
this Flood came in at, the Mountain they flood 
upon being pretty near 9 Leagues from the Entrance 
of this Strait out of the Bay the Ships were in, and 
from whence they could fee about 12 or 15 Leagues 
farther-, but for the 18 or 20 Leagues, it was faff 
with Ice not yet broke up, and running away S. E. 
and S. S. E. by Compafs, with very high Land on 
both Sides, about 4 Leagues broad in the narrow- 
eft, and about 6 in the wideft Part, with above 20 
fmall Hands in the Middle and Sides, and it being 
then the 7th of Auguft, and no Appearance of its 
clearing this Year, and near the 67th Degree of 
Latitude, no anchoring the Ship, being very near 
deep Water clofe to the Shore, and much large Ice 
driving with the Ebb and Flood -, but little Room 
if thick Weather fhould happen, which we could 
not but expedt very loon, having had much clear 
Weather i for which Reafons it is agreed upon to 
make the beft of our way out of this cold, dangerous
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and narrow Strair, and to make farther Obferva* 
tions between the Latitude of 64° and 63°, on the 
north Side of the Welcome, having feen large Open­
ings, broken Land and Iflands, with ftrong Tides, 
but had not Opportunity of trying from whence 
the Flood came in our Paflage hither. Given under 
our Hands this 8 th Day of Auguft, 1742.

Chriftopher Middleton5 
John Rankini 
William Moor,
Robert Wilfon,
George Axe,
John Hodgfon.

XII.
A Copy of an Abjlradl of our Journal from Churchill 

on the Difcovery to our Arrival at the Orkneys on 
board his Majefifs Ship Furnace, fent to the Ad­
miralty , the Navy, and to Mr. D— in Ireland.

I Sailed from Churchill the firft Day of July, being 
the firft Spurt of Wind I could get for failing 

out of the Harbour, and continued failing with a 
fair Vvbnd, till the third ; when we faw an Ifiand, 
the two Extremities bearing N. b. E. and E. b. N. 
lying in the Latitude of 63° 00 north, and Lon­
gitude from Churchill 30 40' eaft, which I take to be 
the fame which Fox named Brook Cobham. On the 
fifth Day, I faw a Head Land on the north Side of 
the Welcome, bearing N. W. b. N. feven or eight 
Leagues diftance, in the Latitude of 63^ 20, and 
Longitude from Churchill 4° 00' eaft. Here I tried 
the Tides feveral times, and found clofe in with 
the Land the Tide to run two Miles an Hour from 
the N. b. E. which I take to be the Flood, and by 
the Slacks, from feveral Trials, I found that a Weft 
or a W. b. N. Moon made high Water, having a 

i full



full Moon that Day. On the 8 th Day, faw the 
north Side of the Welcome, with much Ice in Shore. 
I tried the Tide, and found it fet E. N. E. two Fa­
thoms. On the ninth, continuing my Courfe, and 
failing through much Ice, I was obliged at length to 
grapple to a large Piece. The Tender did the fame 
to keep off from the Shore, the Wind blowing us 
right upon it. I tried the Tide frequently, and 
could difcover neither Ebb nor Flood by my 
current Log. Flere we were fail jamm’d up in Ice, 
being totally furrounded for many Miles, and the 
Wind fetting it right upon us, it was all Ice for ten 
Leagues to Windward, and were in great Danger 
of being forc’d a-fhore ; but it happily falling calm, 
aùer we had lain in this Condition two or three 
Days, the Pieces of Ice feparated, or made final 1 
Openings, we being then within two Miles of the 
Snore, and with no little Difficulty haul’d the Ships 
from one piece to another, till we got amongft what 
v/e call Sailing Ice ; that is, where there are fuch 
Intervals of Water, as a Ship, by feveral Traverfes, 
may get forwards towards the intended Courfe. In 
this manner we continued till we faw a fair Cape or 
Lxead Land to the northward of JVhalebone-Point, 
in the Latitude of 65° 10' N. and Longitude from 
Churchill 80 54 Eaft. This I named, after my wor­
thy Friend,Cape T)ohhs. I had very good Soundings 
between the tw7o Shores of th£ Welcome^ having 46, 
48, and 49 Fathoms Water. At the fame time°that 
I law Cape Dobbs, I faw a fair Opening bearing N". 
AW which, according to my Inftru&Tons, I flood 
in for among the failing Ice. It was juft Flood 
when we entered it ; the Tide running very ftrom?, 
which, by Obfervations afterwards, I found to run 
five or fix Miles an Hour. I run over fome Rocks 
on the north Side of it very luckily, being juft high 
Water, and anchored in about 34 Fathoms ; but 

I as foon as the Tide of Ebb was made, it ran fo
.Q 2 ftrong,
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ftrong, and fuch Quantities and Bodies of Ice came 
down upon us, that we were obliged to fleer the 
Ship all the time, and keep all Hands upon their 
Guard with Ice-poles to fhove off the Ice -, notwith- 
ffanding which it brought our Anchor home, and 
taking hold again, one of the Arms of the Anchor 
was broke off.

The next day, I fent my Lieutenant in the Boat 
tofeek out fomefecurer Place for the Ships, it being 
impoffible to keep a-float where we were. Some JJJki- 
may Savages came off to us, but had nothing to 
trade, I us’d them civilly, made them home Pre- 
fents, and difmiffed them. As boon as I got the 
Ships fecur’d, I employ’d all my Officers and Boats, 
having myfelf no little Share in the Labour, in 
trying the Tides, and diicovering the Courfe and 
Nature of this Opening, and alter repeated Trials 
for three Weeks fucceffively, I found the Flood con- 
ffantly to come from the call ward, and that it was 
a large River we were got into, but fo full of Ice, 
there was no ftirring the Ships, with any probability 
of Safety, while the Ice was driving up and down 
with the ftrong Tides. Here I lay not a little im­
patient to get out-, went feveral times in my Boat 
towards the Mouth of the River, and from a Hill 
that over-Iook’d Part of the Welcome, law that Place 
full of Ice -, fo that I found there was no time loft 
by our being in Security -, however, I fent my 
Lieutenant and Maher in the eight-oar’d Boat to 
L>ok out fora Harbour near the Entrance of the 
River, but they found none, and it was a fmall 
Miracle they got on board again ; for they were fo 
A min’d up with Ice, which driving, the ftrong 
Tides would inevitably have ftove the Boat to-pieces, 
and all mult have perifhed, had it not been for an 
Opening in a large Piece of Ice, into which they 
got the Boat, and with it drove out of the River’s 
3V|outh j but when the Tides lack’d, the Ice open’d

as
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as ufu'al, and they row’d over to the north Shore, 
fo got in with the Flood. I feveral times fent the 
Indians on Shore, to fee if they knew any thing of 
the Land j but they were quite ignorant of it. In 
this vexatious Condition I continued for 3 Weeks, 
refolving to get out the firft Opportunity the Ri­
ver was any thing clear of Ice, and make what Dif- 
coveries I could by meeting the Flood-Tide. This 
River, which, by frequent Trials of the Lands, 
Soundings, Tides,OV. I was able to take a Draught 
of, I nam’d the River Wager, after the Right Ho­
nourable Sir Charles Wager, &c.

On the third of Auguji, the River for the firfc 
time was a little clear of Ice, and accordingly in 
purfuit of our Difcovery, and on the fifth by Noon 
got into the Latitude of 66° 14'. We had then 
got into a new Strait, much pefter’d with Ice, and 
on the north Side of which we faw a Cape or Head 
Land bearing north ; we had deep Water, and very 
flrong Tides within four or five Leagues of it. I 
nam’d this Head Land Cape Hope, as it gave us all 
great Joy and Hopes of its being the extreme north 
Part of America, feeing little or no Land to the 
northward of it. We turned or worked round it 
the fame Night, and got five or fix Leagues to the 
N. b. W. before we could perceive any otherwife 
than a fair and wide Opening ; but about Noon the 
fixth Day, after having got into the Latitude of 
66° 40, found we w7ere imbay’d, and by two in 
the Afternoon could not go above three Leagues 
farther, and having tried the Tides, all the Fore­
noon, every two Hours till two o’Clock in the Af­
ternoon, found neither Ebb nor Flood, yet deep 
Waters. From this it was concluded, that we had 
over-fhot the Straits on the north-eaft Shore, from 
v/hence the Flood came ; and as there was no pro­
ceeding above 3 or 4 Leagues further/it was agreed 
upon by all to return back and fearch narrowly for
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a Strait or Opening near where we Found the flrong 
Tides. On the ieventh, after we were confirmed 
the Flood came in at the north-eafl from the E. b. 
S. I went on Shore in the Boat, and found it 
flowed 15 Feet, three Days after the Full, and a 
W. b. S. Moon made high Water, I travelled twelve 
or fifteen Miles from Hill to Hill inland, till f came 
to a very high Mountain, from whence I plainly 
faw a Strait or Opening the Flood came in at, and 
the Mountain I flood upon being pretty near the 
Middle of this Strait, I could fee both Ends of it ; 
the whole being about 18 or 20 Leagues long, and 
6 or 7 broad, and very high Land on both Sides of 
it, having many fmall Elands in the Middle and on 
the Sides of it ; but it was all froze faff from Side 
to Side, and no Appearance of its clearing this 
Year, and near the 67th Degree of Latitude, and 
no anchoring the Ships, being very deep Water clofe 
to the Shore, and much large Ice driving with the 
Ebb and Flood, and but littie Room if thick Wea­
ther fliould happen, which we continually expefil in 
thefe Parts"; it was agreed upon in Council to make 
the bed of our way out of this dangerous narrow 
Serait, and to make Qbfervations between the 64th 
and 62d Degree of Latitude. The Frozen Strait I 
take to run towards that which Bylot named Cape 
Comfort -, and the Bay where Fox had named a Place 
Lord Wefions Portland. It is in the Latitude of 
66° 40', and i2Q 49' eaft from Churchill.

Purfuant to the Refolution we bore away, and 
tried the Tides on the other Side the Weltome, 
founding and obfervingclofe in fhore, but met with 
little Encouragement. On the nth of Auguji, I 
once more faw the Eland of Brook Cobh am, and 
continued trying the Tide, and fall finding the 
Flood came from the eaflward, and by coafting a- 
long the Welcome, was certain of its being the main 
Land, tho* there are feveral fmall Elands and deep

Bays,
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Bays, and faw feveraJ black Whales of the right 
Whalebone kind. I work’d off and on by Brook 
Cobbam, fent the northen Indians a-fhore upon the 
Bland, who, at their Return, gave me to under­
hand it was not far from their Country, and defir’d 
I would let them go home, being tired of the Sea. 
I kept them with Affurances, that I would ad ac­
cording to my Promife ^ and finding no Probabi­
lity of a Paffage in two or three Days after, I o-ave 
them a final 1 Boat, well fitted with Sails and Oars 
the Ufe of which they had been taught, and loaded 
it with Fire-Arms, Powder, Shot, Hatchets, and 
every thing defirable to them. They took their 
leave of me, and I fent another Boat for Water 
which accompanied them a-iliore, the fouthern In­
dian being with them. The fouthern Indian, who 
was Lmguift for the northern ones, returned with 
the r>oat, being uled to the Englijh Cuftoms at the 
Faclory, and defirous of feeing England, beino- a 
willing handy Man, I brought him with me. And 
the fame Evening, which was the 15th of Auguft 
I bore away for England, thinking to have tried the 
I ide at Carey’s Swan’s Neff, but could not fetch it. 
On the 20th faw ManfeVs IHe. On the 21ft Caps 
Diggs was in fight. On the 26th made Cape Refo- 
lution, and arrived at Cairfton in Pomona, one of the 
Hands of Orkney -, moff of my Men being fo very 
much affucffed with the Scurvy, and otherwife Tick 
and diftempered, that I Dial] be obliged to leave 
Part, of them behind me, and only wait to imprefs 
Hands to carry the Ships fafe to London. For the 

articulars, I muff refer you to my Journal and 
Draugnt. I Dial! fend to the Admiralty, this Sheet
or Paper being not Efficient for the particular Ac­
cidents.

XIII,
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Dear Sir,

IHad both yours from Orkneys, and the Dupli­
cate you wrote when you arrived in the ‘Thames^ 
which I immediately anfwer’d from Lijburn, con­

gratulating you upon your fafe Arrival with the 
Ships after fo dangerous a Difcovery ; and at the 
fame time, expreffing my Concern at your not hav­
ing found the Paflage, as we had reafon to have ex­
pelled it, if you had found things agreeable to the 
former Journals. I direéted for you as formerly in 
London-Jlreet, near Rat cliff-crofs, but found by a 
Letter I had from Mr. Allan lafl Night, that you 
have not got my Letter. Since I have not a Du- ,• 
plicate of what I wrote, 1 fhall now again mention 
the chief Points I wrote to you before to be refolved 
in, and ciefire your Anfwer and Opinion upon the 
whole, and hope you will ftill fend me the Copy of 
your Journal, and the Draught you made of what 
you difcovered.

I am convinc’d from the Extradl you have fent 
me of your Journal, that from the Welcome in 
to the Latitude of 67°, there are no Hopes of a 
Paffage on that Coaft -, and if there is any, it muft 
be further north, and confequently attended with 
more Difficulty-, this feems to be afcertained by your 
finding fo large a River as that of Wager to the 
northward of Whalebone-Point, and the Cape you . 
have honoured me with the Name of-, and if the freffi I 
Stream there is large, the Continent through which 
it runs muft be fo much the broader in that Place.
I fhould have been glad to have one of your 
northern Savages underhand the Language of the 
RJkimaux Savages which came on board you, for 
they might then have given you fome Account of 
that Country and neighbouring Sea, if any near it 
to the weft ward.

You
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You obferved, that a W. b. N. Moon made high 

Water, and a W. b. S. above Cape Hope in 66° 40, 
confequently the Tide at the Welcome mult flow 
from the other as it is later ; but you not acquaint­
ing me, whether the Lands to the Eaftward, or 
Starboard, as you failed north, were Continuous 
Iflands, makes me at a lois to know whether the 
Tide there came from the eaftward or from the 
north-eaftward by Cape Hope, and the new Strait 
you dilcovered from the Mountain, through which 
the Tide came, from near Cape Comfort on IV.ft on* s 
Portland, where the Strait you faw ended. Now 
the Difficulty I find in accounting for this, makes 
me defire your Opinion upon i -, you have confirm’d 
that a W. b. N, Moon makes high Water at the 
Welcome, and a W. b. S. above Cape Hope. Bylot 
and Baffin affirm, that a S. by E. Moon makes high 
Water at Cape Comfort-, if that be fa6t, can the 
Tide, in fo final 1 a Way, from Cape Comfort to 
your Bay above Cape Hope, be eight Points later, 
and only two Points later in going from Cape Hope 
to the Welcome, fince you were there as near Caps 
Comfort as the Welcome, and therefore as the Strait 
you law was made up of broken Lands, or Iflands 
to the north-eaftward, whether around thefe Iflands 
a northern Tide might not have fet about fome of 
thefe Head-lands, as well as a fouth-eaftern Tide 
from Hudfon9s Strait ?----------1 alio defire your Opi­
nion, whether the great Quantity of Ice you found 
near the Welcome, not mentioned by Fox or S.roggs, 
was caufed by the Winter’s having been more fe- 
vere there than ufual, or whether you imagine it 
was the ufual Quantity which is there every Year ; 
and fince you faw black Whales at the Welcome, from 
whence do you imagine they came, fince none have 
ever been mentioned to have been leen palling or re­
pairing Hudfon9s Straic ? Thefe were the chief 
1 hing I would have had your Opinion upon. But

R a#
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as upon the whole, I apprehend it would be in 
vain to pufti it any farther that way -, I think the 
only fafe way now, is by the Rivers of Nelfon, or 
Churchill, by going up to their End, from thence 
defending fuch Rivers as fall from thence into the 
Weftern Ocean. This can only be done by laying 
open the Trade, and diftolving the Company for 
fo far, and then making proper Settlements higher up 
upon thefe Rivers to the fouth-weftward in a more 
temperate Climate ; and therefore I defir’d your Af- 
fiftance, if you approv’d of it, to inform me as 
much as you could of thefe Rivers and inland Coun­
tries, with their Climates, and what Advantages 
we might have by making Settlements up thofe Ri­
vers, in the Bottom and weftern Side of the Bay, 
which muft enlarge our Trade, and fecure our Set­
tlements there from the French, and regain the 
Trade which has been loft to them by the Mono­
poly of the Company.----------As this, fince the other
has failed, would be a publick Benefit, I have been 
preparing all I canto inforce it, and fhould be glad 
to have what further Accounts or Materials you can 
furnifti me with, from any Journals you have had, 
cr Accounts of thefe Climates, Countries, and Trade, 
and then I fhall make no doubt of ingaging the 
Merchants to join us in opening that Trade, and 
fettling thofe Countries.

Left this fhould mifcarry, as well as my laft, Î 
have inclofed it to Mr. Allan to deliver to you, and 
hope to have your Anfvver as loon as you can conve­
niently, with your Journals and Draught.

I wifh you Health and Profperity in all your Un­
dertakings, and am, with great Efteem,

« •* *•

Dear Sir,
Tour mojl obedient humble Servant, 

Dublin, November
19th, 1742. A-—— D

1 XIV.
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XIV.
Sir, London, Novemb. 27, 1742.

I Had the Favour of yours, of the 20 ult. which 
happened to lie fome Days at my former Ha - 

bitation, before it was forwarded to me ; and I fhall 
tranfmit you the Chart, together with the Journal, 
and other Obfervations, by the firft convenient Op­
portunity. In the mean time, I fhall give you the 
belt Satisfaction I am able, with relation to the Dif­
ficulties that have occur’d to you. And firlt, it is 
to be noted, that all the Land along the eaft Side of 
the Welcome, from 64.° of Latitude to the Frozen 
Straits, is one continued level Land, fomewhat like 
Dungenefs, low and fhingly. The great Tides you 
mention, which flow up the River Wager, and off 
Cape Dobbs, come all from the Frozen Straits, E. b. 
N. by Compafs, according to the Courfe of the 
new Strait, that we pafTed between Cape Dobbs and 
Cape Hope, the mean Variation between the faid 
Capes 40y wefterly, and makes the true Courfe of 
this Strait neareft N. 40e eafterly ; the faid Strait 
ends to the weftward of Cape Hope, in a Bay 20 
Leagues deep, and 15 Leagues broad, which lies 
W. N. W. by the true Bearings -, and we carefully 
furrounded it, failing up to the very Bottom within 
2 or 3 Leagues, and found no Appearance of a Paf- 
fage for either Tide or Veffels. All the way as I fail’d 
from Cape Hope, quite down to the Bottom of this 
Bay, I tried the Tide ; and all round I found nei­
ther Ebb nor Flood, which muft have appeared had 
there been any. The Land was all very high and 
bold, afeending into the Country to a vaft Height* 
without any Breaks *, fo that had there been a Pat- 
fage here we could not have miffed of it.

With regard to the Tide, which you think would 
have been obftrudted from flowing fo rapidly to

R 2 Wager
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TVager River, if the Strait was froze faff from Side 
to Side.

I need only obferve to you, that at Churchill, all 
the Winter, the Tide ebbs and flows up the River 
in the lame manner as if there was no Ice, being 
lifted every Tide of Flood from 12 to 18 Feet, all 
except what is fait to the Ground, and falls again 
upon the Ebb, though 8 or 9 Feet thick. Now 
clofe to the north End of the Frozen Straits, is 100 
Fathoms of Water or more, and probably that 
Depth may continue the whole Length ; and then 
there is Paffage free for the Flood and Ebb to pafs 
without lifting-, butIobierved this Ice was all cracked 
round the Shores, and on the Illand at Churchill.

Itou feem to be at a lofs how to account for the 
black Whales getting to Brook Cobharn, if they do 
not pafs and repafs by Hudfon's Straits : Now, »ds 
true, I never faw any above 20 Leagues up Hud- 
fen's Straits ; but I have traded with Indians off 
Nottingham and Diggs, for Whalebone juft frefh 
taken -, for my own part, I cannot think thefe 
Whales come round Cary's Swan's-Neft, but thro* 
the Frozen Straits under the Ice ; for we law many 
of them in IVager River, and in 63° Latitude, and 
thefe may not come through Hudfon s Straits, but to 
the northward, as all the north Side of Hudfon's 
Straits appear to be broken Land and Elands -, and 
Cumberland Bay, Baffin's Bay, and Straits Davis may 
have a Communication with this new Frozen Straits, 
and Whales, &c. may come from thence.

It is hardly poffibly to account for the Difficul­
ties about the Tides ; for though it flows E. S. E. at 
Refolution, and S. b. E. at Cape Diggs, which makes 
five Points in running 130 Leagues; yet it is but 
one Point in going down to Albany and Mooje River, 
for there it flows fouth, and the Diftance 250 
Leagues.
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So From Humber to Cromer, on the LincolnJIoire 

Coaft (as I mentioned formerly) is but 14 Leagues, 
and at one Place it flows W. b, S. at the other 
N. W. Likewife from the Frozen Straits to Church­
ill is but two Points difference, or one Plour and 
half of time, in the Diftance of 200 Leagues*, fo 
that I think no Rule can be fixed, where Tides 
flow into deep Bays, obftru&ed by Iflands or Coun­
ter Tides.

The Ice I met within the Welcome, was moft of 
it to the northward of all the Parts before difcover’d; 
fo that none who went before me could have feen 
it ; for moft of it lay to the north of Whalebone- 
Point*, and every Year is not alike, with refpecft to 
Wind bringing it to the fouthward; and it is entirely 
directed by the Winds here, as well as in all other 
Ports of the Bay. In our way to Churchill, there 
was lefs Ice than ufually happens and it was alfo 
(boner clear in the Spring, by 15 Days than com­
mon.

Undoubtedly there is no Hope of a Paflage to en­
courage any further Trial between Churchill and fo 
far as we have gone *, and if there be any further to 
the northward, it muff: be impoffible for the Ice, 
and the Narrownefsof any fuch Outlet, in 6yç or 
68° of Latitude, it cannot be clear of Ice one Week 
in a Year, and many Years, as I apprehend, not 
clear at all.

In any other Attempts, I (hall be glad to give 
you all the Affiftance I can, and furnifh you with 
any other Informations that you may think needful 
to promote your Defign ; but I hope never to ven­
ture myfelf that way again.

My Friends being out of the Admiralty, I And 
there will be a great deal of Difficulty to get any 
thing done for me in the Navy at prefent *, or to 
procure any other Recompence for my Lofs thefe 
two Summers in leaving the Hudfon's-Bay Service,

where
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where I ffiould have 1400 /. in the Time that I have 
acquired but 160/. in the Government’s. I re* 
main, with great Sincerity and Refped,

Sir, Tour mofl obedient humble Servant,
Christopher Middleton.

P. S. ' The EJkimaux, and the Northern Indians 
I had with me, were utter Strangers to each other, 
in Manners and Language -, neither could I make 
thele EJkimaux underftand me by the Vocabulary I 
had of the Language of thofe in Hudfon's Straits.

XV.
Dear Sir,

IHave your Jaft Favour of the 27th of Oftober, in 
Anfwer to the Difficulties I ftarted, which you 
have fully anfwered ; fo that I am fully convinced 

there can be no Paffage N. W. by Sea, as we feemed 
to have had Reafon to expert ; and therefore it 
would be very wrong to think of attempting it for 
the future. But I am ftill of Opinion, that the 
Publick may have a great Advantage by the Hud­
fon's Bay Trade; if it be laid open, and the Coun­
try fettled higher up upon thefe great Rivers, which 
run into the Bay, by Moofe, Albany, the Severn, the 
Nelf on River ; and thefe Settlements, as the Rivers 
come from great Lakes to the South-weft-ward of the 
Bay, would be in a much more temperate Climate, 
than at the Mouths of the Rivers, among the 
Swamps, where they and the Bay continue a much 
longer Time frozen, than farther into the Country; 
fo that whoever would fettle higher up, might have 
very comfortable and beneficial Settlements, and 
not only fecure all the Country and Trade Weftward 
of Moofe River from the French of Canada, but alfo 
by making a Settlement near the Lake Errice, 
Weftward of Penfilvania, above the great Fall of

Magara,
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Magara, fecure all the Navigation of the Lakes, 
and cut off their Communication with the MiJJiJîppi, 
and alfo fecure a great deal of the Trade to the 
North Eaftward of thefe Lakes, to Rupert's River, 
and the Eaft Main. To fhew this to more Advan­
tage, I fhould want a better Defcription of the Ri­
vers and Lakes to the Weftward of the Bay : I have 
extracted from Monfieur Jeremie^ all the Knowledge 
the French acquired, whilft they pofiefled Fort Bour­
bon upon Nelfon River, who was himfelf fome hun­
dred Leagues up among the great Lakes which fall 
into Nelfon River, which are in a temperate Cli­
mate, and run thro* rich Countries. Now if you 
concur in this Scheme, we might, by joining in 
this Scheme, and adding what further you have ob- 
ferved, or have collected from fuch of the Compa­
nies Fadtors or Servants, who may have been curi­
ous to fearch into thefe Rivers, give a much great­
er Light in the Defcription of thofe Countries and 
Rivers, as well as Charts of the Bay, and Account 
of the feveral Climates, as may fully convince the 
Publick of the Benefit to be made of thefe Countries, 
by opening the Trade, and fettling upon the Rivers. 
I have already fketched out from what I have read, 
and the Journals you gave me from Albany, and the 
Nature of their Trade, what may fhew the Advan­
tage may be made of that Trade, but it will be 
much more com pleat, from what you are capable 
to furnifhj and if you have no Thoughts of pub- 
lifhing fomething of this Nature from yourfelf, I 
fhall be glad of your joining with me in this At­
tempt. I know Lord Carteret, Winchelfea, and fe­
veral others, who will fupport it, if a proper Plan 
be laid before them ; and probably, by the Heads 
of thefe Rivers we might gain a Communication 
with the Nations upon the Weftern Sea, which may 
be of Advantage, tho* nothing fo great, as if the 
Difcovery had been made by Sea,

I fhall
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I fliall be glad to have your Thoughts upon this, 

and what Materials you think you could furniffi to­
wards it ; and if we can prepare a reafonable Plan, 
I fhall go over and pufh it with all my Friends.

I have a Letter from Mr. Samuel Smith Yefterday, 
that he has forwarded to me your Jaft Journal, and 
that you will fend me your Draught as foon as you 
have got it copied, for which I am very much 
obliged to you.

I fhould be very glad to hear that you were em­
ployed in fome way latisfaCtory to you by the Pub- 
lick, which you have fo juft a Right to, after hav­
ing quitted the Company’s Service in order to ferve 
the Publick ; and wifh it were in my Power to con­
tribute to it, I fhould do it with great PJeafure, and 
would go over upon that very Account, if it could 
be of Advantage : In the mean Time, I wifh you 
all Happinefs, and hope to hear from you, being 
with great Efteem,

Dear Sir, Tour mofi Obliged, and
Obedient humble Servant,

Dublin, Decern. 14,
1742. A------ D------- .

XVI.
Sir,

I Was duly favoured with yours of the 14th oï De­
cember -, and am forry that I could not return my 

Anfwer fooner, but the ill State of Health that I 
labour under, prevented me in this as well as many 
other of my Affairs.

It gives me much Satisfaction to find, that you 
approve of the Solutions I fent, in regard to the 
Difficulties you propofed, and that you are convinced 
I have done all that was neceffary to put the Impaf- 
fability thro* thofe Seas to the Weftward out of 
Queftion -, in fuch manner as to render any Attempt 
needlefs for the future : but on the contrary, I
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fhould have been infinitely pleafed, had om* Expe­
dition succeeded according to the Reafonablenefs of 
your Expedition.

I have ferioufly confidered your Propofitron of 
laying open the Hudforfs Bay Trade, and fettling 
the Country higher up, upon thofe great Rivers 
which runs into the Bay ; and tho* I may agree with 
you in the great Advantage the Pubiick would reap 
from flich a Settlement, (could it be made) in the 
Obftrubtion it would give to the French, both as to 
their Trade, and the cutting off the Communicati­
on with the Mijfifippi, yet [ muft declare my Opi­
nion, that it is altogether impradicable upon many 
Accounts ; for I can’t fee where we could find People 
enough that would be willing, or able to undergo 
the Fatigue of travelling thofe frozen Climates, or 
what Encouragements would be fufficient to make 
them attempt it, with fuch dangerous Enemies on 
every Side; no Europeans could undergo fuch Hard- 
fhips as thofe French that intercept the Englifh Trade, 
who are inured to it, and are called by us Wood- 
Runners (or Coureurs de Bois) for they indure Fa­
tigues juft the fame as the native Indians, with whom 
they have been mixed and intermarried for two, 
three, or more Generations.

As to the Rivers you mention, none of them are 
navigable with any thing but Canoes, lo finally that 
they carry but two Men, and they are forced to 
make ufe of Land Carriages near the fourth Part of 
the Way, by reafon of Water-falls during that little 
Summer they enjoy.

Out of 120 Men and Officers the Company have 
in the Bay, not five are capable of venturing in one 
of thofe Canoes, they are fo apt to overturn and 
drown them. Many of our People have been 
twenty Years and upwards there, and yet are not 
dextrous enough to manage a Canoe ; fo there would 
be no tranfporting People that way,

S Should
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Should there happen a French War, the beft Step 

we could take towards rooting them out of America, 
would be, in the fir ft Place, to take Canada -, which 
I make no Queftion might be done, if attempted 
in a proper Manner, and at a right Seafon of the 
Year.

Had Sir Hovenden Walker fucceeded when he was 
fent upon that Expedition, it would undoubtedly 
have been of great Advantage to us -, for at that 
Time the French were not one Tenth Part fo nu­
merous as now, that they have intermarried with 
the Natives, and over-run the whole Country, lo 
that it is become a Matter of infinite Difficulty to 
root them quite out of their Pofteffions and Trade 
in America.

I look upon Sir Hovenden Walker's Mifcarriage in 
his Expedition, to be owing to this; that he did 
not arrive there ’till the latter End of Augujt, at 
which Time he ought to have been returning : and 
whenever a War happens again with France, lhould 
it be thought proper to attempt the taking of Ca­
nada, we ought to be in the River of St. Lawrence 
by the firft Day of June at the fartheft ; and as to 
the Difficulties Sir Hovenden complained of, from 
the Uncertainty of the Currents, Fogs, &c. they 
are fuch as we now make no account of conquering 
in Hudfon’s Bay and Straits, where they are certainly 
greater. I can let the Currents and Tides in any 
Weather, even under a Mainfail in a Storm of 
Wind, fo as to difcover both how faft, and upon 
what Point of the Com pa Is it fets; and then as to 
obfcrving the Latitude in foggy Seafons, I have fel- 
dom mifs’d two Days together, if it be tolerable 
fmooth Water, as you’ll find in our Journals. Now 
I apprehend that the Navigation in the River St. 
Lawrence muft be attended with much fewer Incon- 
veniencies, than in Hudfon's Straits, and thole Coalfs

where
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where we have no Soundings, much Ice, great Fogs, 
with ftrong Tides, and various Currents.

This is the principal Matter that I can think of at 
prefent; had not my Indifpofition prevented me, I 
fhould, before this Time, have drawn up lome fur­
ther Account of our Voyage, but I have nothing 
material worth imparting to you further, except a 
Chart of the whole Bay and the Straits, which wilt 
be engraved in a little Time, for you already have 
my Journals and Obfervations, as well as the Ac­
counts of thofe that attempted the Difcovery before 
me.

I am very much obliged to you for your kind 
Wifhes, and all the Favours you have conferred on 
me, and am as yet quite uncertain as to what their 
Lordfhips intend to do for me ; they treat me with 
great Refpeft, and fuch as I have the Honour to 
know, to wit, my Lord Winchelfea, Lord Balti­
more, and Admiral Cavendifh, have all promifed me 
their Favours. I am,

Sir, Tour mojl obedient
January 174^. humble Servant,

Christopher Middleton*
To A. D------, Efq;

XVII.

D ear Sir, Lifburn, January 22, 174*.

IN my laft to Samuel Smithy I inclofed one for 
Lord Carteret, open for your Perufal, upon our 

Scheme of opening a Trade to the Bay, to which 
I refer you ; and in Sam's Letter hinted at what I 
difcovered from your Journal at large ; that you 
have made a much greater Progrefs in the Difcovery 
of the Pafiage, than you imagined when there; 
and that from the Lights I have got from your

S 2 Journal*
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Journal, I can almoft prove that you were in the 
Paffage, and that Wager River is properly Wager 
Strait, and not a frcfh Water River -, and that the 
Way you enter’d it was one, tho’ not the greateft 
and eafieft way into the Strait : I only want your 
Chart of the whole new discovered Coaft, to efta- 
blifh or contradict my Judgment of it, which I am 
informed is come to Dublin, but not yet fant to me. 
However, I can’t delay imparting my prefent 
Thoughts of it, and my Rcafons from your Jour­
nal, to fhew you were in the Strait, but not in a 
frefh River; and that the chief Caufe of your taking 
it tor a River was from the quantity ot Ice, the 
ftraitnefs of the Tide, and its following you from 
the Eaftward, and not meeting the Flood from the 
Weftward, which was one of the 
we went upon, before you left us.
Objection is eafily aniwered ; that 
flowed in near Whalebone Point, as 
peeled, we mutt then have expedited to have there­
abouts met the Tide of Flood from the Weftward ; 
but fince we find the Communication is by a Strait, 
or Paffages thro’ Iflands, and broken Lands, as in 
the iVLegtllanick Straits ; there the T. ide continues to 
life, until it meets the Tide from the other Ocean, 
and the Flood is not to be expeefted to meet us un­
til we have at leaft got thro’ half the Length of the 
Strait; and if you will look into Narborough9s Ac­
count of the Magellanick Straits, you will find that 
a parallel Inftance. Thofe Straits are no where a- 
bove four Leagues wide, in moft places not above 
two Leagues, and in the narrow, at the Eaft En­
trance, not above a League wide ; and yet he went 
about fifty Leagues into the Straits, before he met 
the Weftern Tide. Now yon have full ftronger 
Reafons for Wager's Raver being a Strait ; it was 
but fix or feven Miles wide at the Entrance on the 
Eaft Side, and but from 16 to 44 Fathom deep;
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as you went up, it increafed to four, five, fix, and 
fevcn L agues wide ; Deer Sound, (even Miles wide, 
goes off from it, and probably others not mentioned 
in the Journal ; fince the Lieutenant, when he was 
lad up 12 Leagues above it, fays, he tried every 
other Inlet, to try if he could meet a contrary Tide, 
or other Pafiage out, and the Depth increafed to 70 
and 80 Fathoms ; your mentioning alfo the Height 
and Cragginels of the Coaft, and not mentioning 
their being covered with Snow, tho* you mention 
that Brook Cobham was, makes me conclude that 
they were not covered with Snow ; and there being 
neither Trees nor Grafs fill confirms me, that the 
who’e was a Strait of fait Water, and that you were 
not come into frefh Water ; but the Number of 
Whales and Fifh, feen as high as he went, and 
none being feen below, nor where the Ships lay, in 
Savage Cove and Sound, is a Demonftration to me, 
not only that it was fait Water, but alfo that they 
came in from the we ft ward, and that you would have 
found iefs Ice the higher you went ; becaufe the 
Whales could not come there, without a Pafiage 
tolerably free from Ice, otherwife they would have 
come as far as where your Ships lay, but did not 
becaufe of the Ice ; and that mull be the Reafon 
why you did not lee them, when you went up to 
Deer Sounds becaufe the Ice was not then broke up 
where you were, as it was afterwards when the 
Lieutenant went up, and probably was much fooner 
up to the weftward ; from the Whales alfo, which 
you faw in the Bay or Inlet between 639 and 6g9, 
and thofe feen by Fox in the fame Place, and by 
Scroggs in 64° 8', and towards Whalebone-Pointy 
where they had no Ice, tho* you met a great deal 
there ^ I conclude, there has been more Ice thrown 
in there this Year, than ufuaily is ; and that all that 
Coaft is a broken Coaft with Hands, and Inlets, as 
Cape Fullerton was, as mentioned by Scroggs -, and

1 confe-
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confequently conclude, that the Whales came into 
that Corner of the Bay, from the Upper End of 
that Strait you were in ; and that you happened into 
the moft northerly and narrow Entrance, into that 
Strait, and confequently moft pefter’d with Ice, and 
that the moft eafy and largeft Inlet is to the fouth- 
ward of Whalebone-Pointy betwixt that and the 
Head Land near Brook Cobham in 63° 20'.

My Reafoning upon your Journal I would have 
you confider of ; for I really think you have prov’d 
the Paffage, tho’ you were not at once able to per- 
fedt it--------- what is only neceffary to fix or alter

( I ifeod 
lit

my Judgment, would be an Account of the Lieu­
tenant’s and Mailer’s Obfervations, the Jaft time 
they went up the Strait ; what Depths they had 
upon founding, what Breadth the Channel conti­
nued, which Way it was diredted, what Sounds 
went off from it on either Side ; a great deal .depends 
upon their Recolledtion of thefe things, as well as 
whether they met with more or lefs Ice, whether 
Snow upon the Land or not, for as to the Tides 
following them in a Strait it is no Objedlion.

If their Accounts confirm the others I have taken 
from the Journal, I think I may congratulate you 
upon your having found the fo-much-wifh’d-for 
Paffage ; and if it be one, am convinc’d the more 
foutherly Entrance , thro’ which the Whales come 
into the Bay, will be free from Ice.------1 beg to
have your Sentiment upon this, as foon as vou can 
confider it, and have an Anfwer from your Officers, 
for the Prefumption will be a great Inducement to 
open the Trade to the Bay ; and in a further Dif- 
covery, there needs no Wintering in the Bay, only 
getting there in the Middle of July, and pufhing as 
far in the Strait as can be done in the Month of Au- 
gufi, and then returning in September home, which 
is better than wintering at Churchill, until the Paf-
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fage through leads them to a warmer Climate on 
the other Side.

I ffiall add no more, but that I am with great 
Efteem,

Dear Sir,

Tour moji obedient humble Servant,

have I 
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Tour Anfwer and Lord CarteretV, will determine 
my going over next Month.

XVIII.
S I R,

YOURS I receiv’d of 2 2 January. And I 
alfo faw yours to Mr. Smithy with the inclos’d 

to my Lord Carteret, upon opening the Trade to 
the Bay.

You fay, I have made a much greater Progrefs 
in the Difcovery of the Paifage, than I imagined 
when there ; and that from the Light you have got 
from my Journal, you can almoft prove that I was 
in the Paifage ; and that Wager River is properly 
Wager Strait, and not a frefh Water River -, and 
that the Way I enter’d it was one, tho’ not the 
greateft and eafieft Way into the Strait.

You alfo obferve, if there be a Communication 
between the Bay and the Weftern American Ocean, 
or a Paifage thro* Iflands and broken Land, as in 
the Magellanick Straits, the Tide will continue to 
rife until we have got Half-way thro’, and then 
meet the Ocean Tide. This I thought of when 
there, and made feveral Trials of, and alfo ordered 
my Officers to obferve the Courfe, DL eftion and 
Height of the Tides at the fartheft they went up, 
as you will find in the inclos’d Order. Now, as it

flowed
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flowed at Savages Sound 15 Feet, the lame Day and 
Tide that it flow’d but 10 Feet at Deer Sound, and 
15 Leagues above Deer Sound on the weft Side but 
6 Feet, the Tides kept their regular Courfe as high 
lip as I was myfelf, which was 5 Leagues above 
Deer Sound, that is about feven Hours Ebb, and 
five Hours Flood, 20 Leagues up; whereas if there 
had been a Tide from the weftward to have met 
this, it mull have raifed the Tide higher the fur­
ther we went up, as you fay it does by N'arborough’s 
Account of the fore-mention’d Straits, and the Flood 
would have run not above two Hours, as he found 
it there. All thefe Obfervations confirmed me, that 
it could not be a Strait as you feem to think.

You fpeak of many Whales that we faw on the 
Coafts, and in Wager River, fome of which cer­
tainly came in at where our Ships entered ; for I 
faw feveral in the Welcome, and fome o F Cape Dobbs? 
after we came out, and before we went in. The 
high Land and deep Water gave me great Hopes, 
before I tried the above-mentioned Tides. Brook 
Cobham was covered with Snow when we went out ; 
but in our Return home, there was none upon it ; the 
Snow on the Land in the River Wager, was much 
wafted before we got out of it upon the Tops of the 
Mountains, butin theVallies it lay very thick, and 
hard enough to bear Waggons and Horfes.

As to any Paflage or broken Lands between Ri­
ver Wager and 62° 40', i am certain I fearched 
that Coaft very narrowly all the Way, and flood 
into every Bay fo near, that the Indians I had on 
board knew all the Coaft, and would have had me 
fet them on Shore at Cape Fullerton ; for they knew 
the Way to Churchill, and had travelled that Way 
feveral times in the Summer ; which they could not 
have done if that Cape were an Hand, or any large 
River there, for they have no Canoes, neither is

there
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there any Wood there to raft over with, as to the 
Southward.

The Copy of the Lieutenant and Matter’s Re­
port, I have here inclofed ; but what is wanting 
there, I fhall mention here : the River, 5 Leagues 
above Beer Sound, is 8 or 9 Leagues broad ; the 
Channel is 70 or 80 Fathoms deep in the Middle, 
and lieth near N. W. by true Chart ; as far as they 
went up, they met with as much Ice or more than 
below, where the Ships Jay ; when I was up, I 
could go no farther for Ice than I did, and could 
not get over to the weft Shore but once for Ice all 
the Time we were in the River ; fo my real Opi­
nion is, that this River cannot be above one Week 
or two at moft, clear of Ice in a Year, and many 
Years not clear at all.

For theReafons I mention in my Obfervations on 
the Effedtsof Cold, when the Winds blow from the 
N. W. Quarter, there muft certainly be much Land 
to the weftward, covered with perpetual Snow, 
and the Land from the Water’s Side afcends gra­
dually up into the Country, and is very high, as I 
faw from off the high Land above Beer Sound. This 
is all I have time to think upon at prefent. I am,

With great Refpefi> r

Tour moft obedient humble Servant7

Christopher Middleton,1

N. B. This is a rough Draught, and to all Purpofes the fame
as a Letter 1 fent Mr. D----------in Anfvver to his of Jan,
2zd, 1743; hut I can’t venture to fay, it is the fame 
Word for Word.

T
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Ex trahi of a Letter of Mr. D... . —

~ ---------I heartily wifh you Health and a pro-
fperous Voyage---------- I recommend my Friend,
Mr. Smith, to your Care and Protection, hoping he 
will behave well, and be diligent in what you em­
ploy him ------------- I hope we (hall have a happy
Meeting, and am with great Truth and Eileem,
&c.

Suffolk-ftreet,
May 27, 1741. A----- D ■--«i

XX.

ROBERT WILSON, late Matter of the 
Furnace Sloop, Capt. Chriflopher Middleton 

Commander, maketh Oath, that he, this Deponent, 
being foon after laft Enfer, 1743, on board the. Mary 
Belinda, in the River of Thames, Edward Thompfon, 
late Surgeon of the Furnace aforefaid, and John Wy- 
gate, late Clerk of the fame, did then and there 
make a Vifit to him this Deponent, and did both 
openly and in the hearing of great Part of the faid 
Mary's Crew declare, that he this Deponent was 
the only Man they wanted to compleat a certain 
Purpofe ; which, if he this Deponent would join 
with them in, he this Deponent might depend upon 
having the fame Poll as Capt. Middleton had the 
laft Voyage, or Words to this Purpofe, and that 
upon this Deponent’s alking them what they meant, 
they told him he mull go along with them dire&ly
to Mr. Ft------—, for that they faid Mr. F)-----------
wanted much to talk with him -, that accordingly 
he this Deponent did accompany them to the faid
Mr. F)--------- , and that the faid Mr. D--------- did
importune this Deponent to fet down fome Particu­
lars in Writing relating to the late Voyage under 

2 Capt.
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Capt. Middleton: To which this Deponent anfwer’d, 
That he could give no other Account than what he 
had already given in his Journal, which was a juft 
and true one ; and that upon this, he this Depo­
nent left Mr. D------ , and returned back to his Bu-
finefs. And this Deponent further maketh Oath, 
that about two Days after, the aforefaid Thompfon 
and Wygate did make this Deponent a fécond Vifit 
aboard the Mary aforefaid, and that the faid Wy~ 
gate, taking a Pen and Ink, did much importune 
this Deponent, to let him, faid Wygate, write down 
an Anfwer to a certain Queltion, or Queftions, pro- 
pofed to this Deponent by faid Wygate ; and that 
laid Wygate having begun to write, this Deponent 
fufpe&ing that fome wicked Purpofe might be de­
fined by fuch odd Proceedings, did refufe to go 
on in his Anfwers, and that then faid Thompfon faid, 
That he thought this Deponent much in the right 
to defift, till he was better allured upon what Con- 
fideration he was to do it. And this Deponent fur­
ther maketh Oath, that faid Thompfon and Wygate 
did come to him this Deponent, and at a Houfe 
near the New Crane, told this Deponent, that they 
had been every where feeking him this Deponent, 
and that this Deponent anfwer’d, He did not ap­
prove of their Schemes, and that they fhould carry
him no more to Mr. D------ . That upon this,
faid Thompfon did rave, and fwore, That then he 
this Deponent fhould be ruined as well as Captain 
Middleton. And this Deponent further maketh 
Oath, that about two Days after this third Vifit, he 
this Deponent meeting the aforefaid Wygate, was by 
him laid Wygate affured, that faid Mr. D------ hav­
ing been by him faid Wygate inform’d of what he 
this Deponent had faid to them, faid, Mr. D— 
turned about and faid, Ah! is the Mafter gone o- 
ver to the other Side ? And this Deponent further 
maketh Oath, that at all times that he has been in.

T 2 Com-
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Company with faid 'Thompfon and Wygate, they have 
expreffed themfelves in very malicious and fpiteful 
Words concerning Capt. Middleton, and have abus’d 
him with vile and molt unjuft Accufations and un­
becoming Language.

Robert Wilson.
Middlefex. Sworn before me the 
lith of June 1743. J. Poullon.

XXL
Middlefex.

JOHN MACKBEATH, this Deponent, 
maketh Oath, that he this Deponent was em­

ployed five Years as a Mariner on board one of the 
Sloops belonging to the Hudfon's-Bay Company at 
Churchill River in Hudfon s-Bay *, and that he this 
Deponent had frequent Opportunities of obferving 
the Tides thereabouts, and that he did always take 
notice that in the faid Bay, and efpecially near 
Churchill, a north-eaft Wind, when it blew any thing 
of a Gale, did make the higheft Tides ; and that, 
on the contrary, the leaft Tides were when it blowed 
from the fouth-weft, and that the Difference did 
fometimes amount to 9, 10, or 12 Feet. And 
this Deponent further maketh Oath, that John Wy- 
gate, late Clerk of his Majefty’s Sloop Furnace, and 
Edward Fhompfon, late Surgeon of the lame, have 
within thefe three Months laft paft been frequently 
at this Deponent’s Houfe at Wapping, and have often 
thereby this Deponent been heard to bcaft, that they 
would do Capt. Middleton's Bufinefs, and that they 
■would get him broke, and that they would take 

that faid Capt. Middleton fhould never corn­ea rc
mand another of the King’s Ships, with many other 
the like ill-natur’d Expreffions. And this Depo­
nent further maketh Oath, that faid Wygate hath 
frequently faid in this Deponent’s hearing, that he 
faid Wygate might be made a Purfcr of one of his

Ma-
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Majefty’s Ships whenever he pleafed, and that he 
ihewed feveral Letters, which he affirm’d to have
received from one Mr. A.... - D —-, in Ireland ;
and that faid Wygate alfo affirmed, that faid Mr.
j)--------- had, in faid Letters, promifed him faid
Wygate to reward him to his Heart’s Content, pro­
vided he faid Wygate would draw up and fign fome- 
thing of the Nature of an Accufation againft the 
faid Capt. Middleton, on Account of his Conduct in 
his late Voyage to the Northweft, and that laid Mr.
D------ had been at his faid Wygate’s Houfe, fince
his Arrival in England. And this Deponent further 
maketh Oath, that he this Deponent had been cre­
dibly informed, that the faid Wygate hath frequently 
uttered the like Speeches, and made the like Boafts 
in feveral other Places.

John Macbeath,
Sworn before me at my Houfe in 

Great Kirby-ftreet, Hatton- 
garden, the 13 th Day of June 
1743. J. Poulfon.

XXII.

THOMAS TOWNS, this Deponent, late Boat- 
fwain of the Difcovery Pink, maketh Oath, 

that he this Deponent being the 20th of July, 1742, 
on board the faid Difcovery in Wager River, at a 
Place called Deer Sound, Captain Middleton Com­
mander of the Furnace Sioop, and Captain Moor 
Commander of the Difcovery aforefaid, being then 
juft come back with the Boat from a Place called 
Savage Sound, together with four of the Difcovery’s 
Men which they took along with them, the faid 
Captains, and the faid four Men, did, in this Depo­
nent’s hearing, declare, that they had all tailed of 
the Water tin the Mid-channel of the faid River 
four Leagues above Deer Sound, and found it to be 
but barely brackiffi, and that the faid four Men did

freely
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freely drink it For want of Beer, rather than fuck 
the Ice. And this Deponent further maketh Oath, 
that when the Boat returned from going up the Ri­
ver the laft time, which was on Auguft the firft, the 
Year aforefaid, Capt.Moor, Mx.Wilfon, Matter of 
the Furnace, and the Petty Officers that accompa­
nied them, did all give it as their unanimous Opi­
nion, that there could be no Paffage out of the Ri­
ver IVager northward orweftward, becaufe, as they 
faid, theFrefhnefs of the Water increas’d the higher 
they went, and alfo becaufe the Tide flowed but 
fix Feet at the higheft they went, and alfo becaufe 
they met with a Fall of Water, which would not 
fuffer them to go higher, and forced the Boat to a 
Grapnell. And this Deponent further maketh Oath, 
that on the fourth of Auguft 1742, about 6 in the 
Morning, he this Deponent faw three Whales fpout- 
ing Water in Sir Thomas Roe's, Welcome, juft with­
out the Mouth of Wager River. And this Depo­
nent further maketh Oath, that he is certain, from 
his own Knowledge, that all the Way from the 
Frozen Straits, fo named by Capt. Middleton when 
he difcovered if, to Wager River, the Tide of 
Flood came from the eaftward. And this Depo­
nent further maketh Oath, that Captain Middletons 
Behaviour, as far as this Deponent ever faw or 
heard, was very kind and mild, and that he never 
did threaten Puniftiment to any Man for offering 
his Mind with freedom about the Conduft ufed in 
the intended Difcovery, or fay he would break 
open Chefts, and take away Journals or Papers. 
And this Deponent further maketh Oath, that he 
really believes the faid Captain Middleton had the 
Difcovery at heart above all things -, for that he 
feemed overjoy’d at every thing that feem’d to pro- 
mife it, and kept a confiant Look out and Ex­
amination of all Shores ; keeping fometimes eight 
and forty Hours upon Deck at a time, which mutt
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be very fatiguing in thofe Parts to a Man in his bad 
State of Health. And this Deponent further mak- 
eth Oath, that through the Sicknefs and Lamenefs 
of a great many, and the Unfkilfulnefs of fome, the 
Ships would not in all probability have ever reach’d 
England again, if it had pleafed God to take away 
Capt. Middleton before they had paffed Hudfon's 
Straits homewards. And this Deponent further 
maketh Oath, that the two northern Indians were 
fo far from being forced into a leaky Boat againft 
their Wills, that they went voluntarily into a "good 
tight Boat, which this Deponent faw well caulk’d, 
and put in Order but two Days before, and feem’d 
highly pleafed at their Departure, as well they 
might ; for they had more Arms, Ammunition, 
and Goods given them, than they could have traded 
in feven Years.

Thomas Towns,
Middlefex. Sworn the 30th Day of 
May, 1743, before me Anthony 
Wroth.

XXIII.

ULRICH VON SOBRIEK, late Quarter-Maf- 
ter of the Difcovery Pink, maketh Oath, that 

on Monday the 19th Day of July, 1742, being up 
the River Wager three or four Leagues above Deer 
Sound, in the Boat with Capt. Middleton Comman­
der of the Furnace Sloop, he this Deponent, and 
the reft of the Hands in the Boat, did drink the 
Water in the Mid-channel, and found it but juft 
brackifh, fo that it might very well be drank. And 
this Deponent further maketh Oath, that the Flood 
Tide which flows up the River Wager, in at its 
Mouth, comes all from the eaft, or the eaft by 
north, the Courfe of the New Strait by Compafs, 
and from the Frozen Strait round Cape Frigid, (fo 
named by Capt. Middleton the Diftoverer, where

he
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he went with the Boat on Shore, as he this Depo­
nent, being in the Ship, could very well obferve 
and diicern, the Ship being hailed in upon the Ebb, 
and let off from the faid Strait upon the Flood, 
whilft fhc was driving and working to flay for the 
Captain’s coming off with the Boat) and not from 
the fouth-weft ward, as is wrongly reported by fome 
who know nothing of the matter. And this Depo­
nent further maketh Oath, that all the way be­
tween Brook Cobham and Cape Dobbs, that is, be­
tween 63 and 65 Degrees of Latitude, they were 
fure of the main Land, and were never above three 
or four Leagues off the main Land, except in one 
or two Places, where, meeting with flioal Water, 
they lay’d to in the Night-time, that they might 
not pafs any Place unfeen, and flood in fliore in the 
Day *, that off the Head-land in Latitude 63 9 20', 
they were not two Leagues from the Shore, and 
faw there four or five fmall Whales, but none at 
Brook Cobham. And this Deponent further maketh 
Oath, that he never heard of any Rumours about 
any Negleét of the Difcovery, on board either of 
the Ships, but that quite to the contrary, Captain 
Middletons Treatment was very kind, both to Of­
ficers and Men ; and that no body could take more 
Pains and Care in making all kinds of Obfervations, 
which might help towards a Difcovery, than the 
Captain, and alfo in inftrucffing others who were ig­
norant to do the like. And this Deponent further 
maketh Oath, that out of above twenty Men, 
which they had on board the Difcovery from Church­
ill home, there were not above four or five in a 
Watch sable to go aloft to hand or reef a Sail, in­
cluding Officers, tho* this Ship was much better 
mann’d than the Furnace ; infomuch, that in Wa­
ger River they were obliged to fend moft of their 
Hands to affift aboard the Furnace, where they had 

• few befides fick Men. And this Deponent further
maketh
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maketh Oath, that on the 4th of Auguft, 1742, in 
the Morning, he this Deponent did fee without the 
Mouth of the River Wager, two or three Whales of 
the Whalebone Kind.

Ulrich Von Sobriek.

Middlefex. Sworn 2d June 174 
before me, Anth. Wroth.

XXIV.
RANCE GRANT, this Deponent, late of the

_______ ..___». _________ 1_______i A - t> r_______  rv i_\JJf Carpenter’s Crew on board the Difcovery Pink, 
maketh Oath, that he this Deponent being, July 
the 20th, 1742, on board the faid Difcovery in Sa­
vage Sound in Wager River, when Capt. Middleton, 
of the Furnace Sloop, and Capt. Moor, of the Dif­
covery, return’d in the Boat, with four of the Dif­
covery*?, Men, from above Savage Sound, he this 
Deponent heard the faid Captains and all the faid 
four Men affert, that they had tailed of the Waiter 
in the Mid «channel of Wager River, three or four 
Leagues above Deer Sound, and found it to be frefh, 
or but juft brackifh; and that the faid Men, for 
want of Beer in the Boat, chofe to drink it rather 
than fuck the Ice, as they us’d to do elfewhere. 
And this Deponent further maketh Oath, that on 
the fir ft Day of Auguji, the Year a fore fa id, being 
the laft time the Boat returned from going up Wa­
ger River, he this Deponent heard Capt. Moor, Mr. 
Wilfon the Mailer, and Petty Officers, all declare 
and agree, that furely there was no Railage weft- 
ward out of Wager River for feveral Reafons ; par­
ticularly from the Increafe of the Frefhnefs of the 
Water in going up, from the Tides flowing but fix 
Feet at the higheft they went, and from the great 
Water-falls which hindered them from getting 
higher. And this Deponent further maketh Oa h, 
that on the fourth Day of Auguji, the Year afore-

U faid,



laid, in the Morning, being then out of Wager 
River, and coming into Sir Thomas Roe’s Welcome, 
he faw three or four black Whales, blowing or 
ipouting Water. And this Deponent further mak- 
eth Oath, that as to the Difcovery intended, Capt. 
Middleton feem’d to give the utmoft Proof of his 
hearty Defire to effeét it; and, tho’ in a bad State 
of Health, kept the Deck more than any Perfon on 
board, fometimes eight and forty Hours together, 
and frequently went aloft -, that he was careful above 
all things to fearch all Shores, and chofe to lie by 
in the Night, rather than pafs any Straits or Inlets 
that might afford a Paffage. And this Deponent 
further maketh Oath, that he never heard that the 
Captain threatned to punifh any one for fpeaking 
his Mind about the Difcovery ; but, on the contrary, 
he was always courteous in his Behaviour to his Of­
ficers, and kind to all, fometimes when they did 
not deferve it. And this Deponent further maketh 
Oath, that both Ships^ were lo ill-officer’d and 
mann'd, and in fo bad Health, that he verily be­
lieves that, next under God, all their Lives are ow­
ing to the Lid Captain’s Vigilance and Conduct ; 
and that if he had died, they fhould fcarce have 
ever feen England again. And this Deponent fur­
ther maketh Oath, that before now he never heard 
or underffood, that the two northern Indians de fired 
to come to England ; bur, on the contrary, that they 
departed in a good tight Boat, highly pleafed with 
the large Stock of Prelents, Ammunition, and Arms 
they had received from the Captain. And this 
Deponent further maketh Oath, that he was em­
ployed by Capt. Moor of the Difcovery, In making 
one Copy of the laid Capt. Moors journal, and in 
hnifhing another.

Grance Grant. 
Middiefex. Sworn before me one of his Ma je fly’s Ju- 
flices of the Peace for the County of Middiefex, 27 
May, 1743. J. Poulfon. XXV.
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XXV.

HOMAS COOPER, this Deponent, late Ma­
riner on board the Furnace Sloop, commanded

by Capt. Middleton, maketh Oath, that he never 
heard or was informed of any high or barfh Words, 
that palled between the faid Capt. Middleton and 
any of his Officers ; or that the faid Captain did 
any wife threaten to punilh any Man for fpeaking 
his Mind freely about the Difcovery -, or that he 
threatned to break open any one’s Cheft to come at 
Papers or Journals -, but that on the contrary, his 
Carriage was at all times mild to every body -, and 
that by the faid Captain’s encouraging every one 
under any Hardfhips or Difficulties, he this Depo­
nent did, and now does fincerely believe, that he 
earneftly endeavoured and defired to make and corn- 
pleat the Difcovery. And this Deponent further 
maketh Oath, that altho’ one of the northern In­
dians feemed at firft more inclinable to day than to 
go home, yet that when they faw what Prefents and 
Arms the Captain had ordered to be delivered them, 
they both feemed highly pleafed, and willing to 
depart -, and both went voluntarily into the Boat, 
which was a good tight one, without the leaft Forc­
ing or Compulfion,

Thom as Cooper.

Middlefex. Sworn the id Day of June, 
1743, before me, Ant. Wroth.

XXVI.

JOHN DE WILDE, Clock-Maker, this Depo­
nent, maketh Oath, that on Fhurfday the 19th 

of May, this prelent Year 1743, he this Deponent 
being in Converfation with John IVygate, late Clerk 
to Capt Chriftopher Middleton on board the Furnace
Sloop, faid I'Vygate did voluntarily declare, that he
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laid Wygate, together with Edward Thompfon, late 
Surgeon of the laid Furnace Sloop, as alfo with John 
Rankin, late Lieutenant of the fame, being on a 
certain Day of a certain Month, which this Depo­
nent cannot at this time recoiled, in the prelent 
Year 1743, by the Appointment of one Mr. D—, 
at the Office of Admiralty, faid Mr. D------ com­
ing to them out of the Room where the Lords 
Commiffioners were then fitting, and addreffing 
himfelf to the aforelaid Rankin, faid, Well, Mr. 
Rankin, I have engaged to their Lordfhips, that 
you fhall be no more concerned in Liquor when 
on Duty, and you may rely upon the Command of 
a twenty Gun Ship through my Interell, or Words 
to that effect ; and that Mr. D------ addreffing him­
felf next to Edward Thompfon aforelaid, faid, You 
are a very good Surgeon, Mr. ‘Thompfon, and I will 
recommend you as one every way qualified to be a 
Surgeon in fome of his Ma jelly’s Hofpitals, or
Words to this effed ; and that faid Mr. D----------
leeming to take little or no Notice of himfelf the 
laid Wygate, he laid Wygate fpoke to Lid Mr.
D--------- to this purpofe : Mr. D---------- , you feem
to have forgotten me ; and that faid Mr. D----------
anfwer’d, Not fo, Mr. Wygate, there will be two 
or three Ships fent out again the next Year upon 
the Difcoverv, and you fnall be Purler of the belt 
of them, or Words to thiseffed. And furthermore 
this Deponent maketh Oath, that faid Wygate faid 
to him this Deponent, at the fame time, I know 
that Capt. Middleton counts Thompfon a Fool, and
me a Sot ; and by G------ d ’tis true enough ; or
Words to this effed.

John Dewilde.

Sworn at the Guildhall, London, gib 
June, 1743, beforemeEd. Bellamy.

XXVIL



Mr. D
XXVII.

’s Le tier of March 25, 1741» to 
C. Middleton.

Dear Sir, Suffolk-ftreet.

TH E Bearer, Mr. John Lanrick, is the Perfon 
who has refolved to puih his way into the 

World by going to Sea ; he has been bred a Scho­
lar, and has a fober good Character, and propoles 
making it his Study to become a complete Sea­
man under your Command ; as I have a Value for 
his Friends, I don’t doubt but you will promote 
his being made a good Sailor: and I dare fay, he 
will do his utmofc to obey your Commands in every 
thing, and upon his behaving well, you will give 
him your Protedlion and Afliftance. I fhall add 
no more, but that I am, with great Efteem,

Dear Sir,

Tour mofi obedient humble Servant,

A------ D—^

XXVIII.
Extraits of two Letters from Mr. John Lanrick to

his Father------ and by him publifh'd in feveral News
Papers, /«November 1742.

From on board the Furnace in Churchill River,
June 21, 1742.

THE laid Place I wrote to you from was the 
Orkneys. I then exprefs’d my entire Satif- 

faCtion in the Choice I had made, though, in fome 
meafure, contrary to your Inclination (which in­
deed is the only thing that concerns me) nor has a 
longer Trial of the Sea made me as yet repent, or 
in the lead Degree leffen’d my Satisfa&ion, nor do

I
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Î fee how it fhould, fince I have never met with 
any thing but Gentlemen’s. Ufage, both from Com -
mander and others. —-----Here we have undergone
a mod terrible and fevere Winter amidft the Snow
and Ice.------ It is impoftible to give a juft Idea of
the Severity of the Weather to any Perfon who 
has never perfonally feen or felt its Effedts ; it 
freezes to fuch a degree, that no Man whatfoever 
is able to face the Weather, with any Part of his 
Body naked or expofed, but in the fhorteft Space 
of time he is frozen in fuch a manner, that the 
Part turns whitifh and folid like Ice ; and when 
thaw’d, blifters like Scald or Burning. Several of 
our Men have loft their Toes and Fingers, by being 
froze ; nay the Spirits of Wine or Brandy freeze
and turn folid.—------- The Ice we found feven Feet
thick in the Mid-ftream of the River. There is no 
Difeafe or Diftemper prevails here but the Scurvy, 
by which we have loft ten of the beft of our Sea­
men.

XXIX.
Orkneys, Sept. 15, 1742.

----------The laft time I wrote to you was from
Churchill Fort------The firft Day of July we fet out
upon our intended Difcovery. The eighth we en­
tered Sir Thomas Roe’s Welcome, which is about 14 
Leagues a-crofs. The ninth we fell in with a vaft 
Body of broken Ice, in which we were entangled 
three Days, being obliged to ply our Warps and 
Grapnells. The twelfth having gotamongft fotne- 
what thinner Ice, we fet fail, and ftood over for the 
north Shore. In Latitude 65° ioj we named a 
high Land Cape Dobbs, in honour ofEfquire Dobbs \ 
obfervingan Opening to the northward of the Cape, 
we ftood in for it, defigning to come to an Anchor 
to try the Tides ; but finding it was the Mouth of 
a great River, we run about 8 Leagues up it, and 
at laft were oblig’d to come to an Anchor amongft

broken
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broken Ice* where indeed we rode in the greateft 
Danger, on account of the great Lodges of Ice 
which drove againft us with the Tide.— I he fourth 
of Auguft we left the River, and flood away for the 
northward, being bleffed with fine Weather ; we 
had a full Profped of the Land on each Side. In 
the Latitude 66° 30', we faw the Land flretch 
away to the weft ward, which gave us great Hopes *, 
Iput afterwards found it to be nothing but a Bay, 
Land all round. Then Handing away for another 
Opening on the eaft Side, we laid the Ship to, and 
went afhore to take a Survey from the Top of a 
high Mountain, when we could fee the Sea, all 
fait froze in one folid Body for a Matter of twenty 
Leagues away to the S. E. and finding at the fame 
time that the Flood Tide came from thence, we were 
fully confirmed that it had a Communication with 
the eaft Sea, and that there was no fuch thing as a 
Paffage into the weftern Ocean, as we expe&ed.

The eighth of Auguft we bore away to the fouth- 
ward, and made fome further Search about Lati­
tude 64. Thus having travers’d all this long Bay, 
the 15th we took our farewel of it.

Never were Ships worfe mann’d ; feveral of our 
Men are dead in the Country ; the one half of the 
Remainder fo taken with the Scurvy, that they have 
been uncapable of doing Duty.

XXX.
July 15, 1742.

HE Soundings up the eaft Channel between the
Ifiands and the eaft Side or Iilands is 45. 40.

30. 25 Fathoms deep, loft Ground in the Middle 
of the Channel, and 16 Fathoms to 6 Fathoms, 
within a Quarter of a Cable to fome of the Hands, 
and good Soundings through in many Channels ; be­
tween thofe Hands Depth of Water is 18 Fathoms 
where I founded, and 7 or 8 Fathoms within half a

Cable
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Cable of the Iflands ; the Channel between the I* 
Hands and eaft Side is 3 or 4 Miles broad ; we o-ot * 
into a Bay or Cove on the eaft Side, good clean 
Ground, and Soundings from 30 to 5 Fathoms ; 
the Tide came from the fouthward through the 
Iflands, it flowed 13 Feet.

The northmoft Iflands bore N. b. W. diftance 4 
or 5 Miles ; the Soundings from the Bay or Cove to 
the northmoft Point of this Side oft the Bluff, are 
45, 4°> 30, 20 Fathom Water, according to the 
Diftance we were off fhore ; above the Iflands from 
the eaft Side to the fouth-weft Side, is 12 or 13 
Leagues broad, the Land runs N. W. b. W. the 
Tide flowed neareft N. W. b. W. along fhore ; 
we run into a Bay or Cove at the north End of the 
Point this Side of the Bluff ; the Soundings from 
20, 15, 12, 10, 8, 6 Fathoms, good clear Ground, 
and clear of Ice.

The Tide came from the fouthward, it flowed 
13 Feet and a half ; the Straits above the Ifland 12 
or 13 Leagues broad. I went upon the higheft 
Land on the eaft Side, and fet the Land ; there is 
a Bluff upon the fouth Side, with three low Iflands 
off it, and a low Point at the Back of it, that 
bore South-by-eaft off us, and a low (loping Point 
that bore South-by-weft off ; with that Opening 
to us, the Land runs from S. b. W. to the N. W. 
a high mountainous Land ; it runs down with a bluff 
Point, and a low Point at a fmall Diftance from it, 
and then runs up to a very high mountainous Land 
and round to the bluff Point.

There is an Opening feemingly to me from the 
high Land, or Bluff I was upon, it being about 

arter Flood or more, by the Tide that came 
through the Straits ; I faw the Ice break up and fet 
round the Point I flood upon, with fome force, that 
all the Ice was prefently in motion, in the Middle 
of the Channel againft the Flood, and was molt

1 clear
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dear of Ice in the Middle this Morning -, it is 9 or 
10 Leagues broad.

July 16, 1742. John Rankin.

XXXI.

This is the Cove upon Brook Ccbhani, 
or Marble Hand ; it was alrnoft dark, my 

Men were taking the Skin oil the Bear they had 
killed in the Water.

Ihefe are all Fathoms.

8 JO 32 07

This lyeth off the Mouth of the Cove.

This Tide came in fuddenly from the W. N. W. 
round the N. W. End of the Hand upon us, and 
flowed fo fall that we had alrnoft loft the Bear: we 
were forced to throw it into the Boat, my Men up 
to their Middle in Water, by the fudden flowing 
of the Tide, as all the Men can prove,

I am very certain, that there is a great Probabi­
lity of a Paflage, or Straits, leading to fomeweftern 
Ocean, from the above Reafon -, for I did perceive 
an Opening to the vveftward of Marble Hand, and 
deflr’d I might go there ; but he told me, it did 
pot ftgnify much to go thither, but if I had a Mind

X to
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to go to Marble Ifl.and for Water I might • fo I 
did not come nigh the Opening I perceived to the 
weftward ; it was almoft calm all the Day we lay 
there.

Auguft 12, 1742. John Rankin.

XXXII.
Middleton.

ON E would be apt to think, that the Lieute­
nant’s Paper, on the foregoing Page, related 
to fome Cove of no fmall Confequence, by the 

Pains he has been at in taking the Draught and 
Soundings oi it. Yet when I afk’d him, what Ufe 
he propofed to make of it? He anfwer’d, That 
the Bottom was full of Pebble-Hones, and it would 
be an excellent Place for Ships to come from Eng­
land and load with them. Hence may be conje­
ctur’d what a high Opinion he entertained, at that 
Time, about a PalTage there.

This Account is exaftly of a Piece with all his 
other Papers and Reports during this Voyage, dark 
and unintelligible. There is hardly any guefnng 
what he would be at. If he means that the Flood 
Tide came round the welt End of the Hand, the 
Reafon thereof may be very eafily alllgned : For 
this Hand lying diredly in the Tide’s way, and but 
two or three Leagues from the Main, the Tide 
mull come round both its Ends : And there being 
a Bay formed between the Headland in 63 Q 20, 
and another Headland almoft againft the weft End 
of the Hand, which rounds away to the eaftward 
of the fouth, the Tide thereby receives that Sett-, 
and this is what deceived him, and made him be­
lieve it came out of fome Inlet on theweftern Shore. 
Here he unjuftly accufes me of hindering him from 
examining an Opening ; and in his Anfwer to 
■Query 20, fays, I can’t fay that the Captain dif.

courag*d
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courag’d or difcountenanc’d me in making any DiL 
covery.

XXXIII.
Dear Sir,

I Received yours the Laft Night which did not a 
little furprize me that My Lord IVinchelfea fuf- 

pacfied that Ï was Drunk when I took my Leave of 
him. I do allure you I had Drink no no More 
then the Share of one bottle of fine Eall between 
three of ws at the Duke of Portlands, where I 
Dinned and two Glafs of wine after Dinning, then 
I went to wat upon my Lord and take my Leave 
of him and to give the Duke of Portlands Service 
to him.

I am Dear Sr Infinitely obliged to you for the 
great honour you have been pleaded to Do Me, in 
giving me a good Carrehlir to my Lord, and Sr 
Jacob Ackworth, I fhall for Ever Think My Self 
bound to pray for your good Health, and Profpe- 
rity, If ever it fhould be in my pour to ferve you 
by Night or Day, I fhall allways Think my Self in 
Duty bound to Do it.

Dear Sr I beg the favour of you not to Think I 
Ever fhall be feen In Liquer in this Ship \ for lorn 
of my Friend at the Navy office told me to be Warr 
for Some Complants had been Made againft my 
Capt, but Dr Sr I have a Soul farr above taking any 
Nottice of any Thing but to fpeack all the good of 
my Commander I Cann, he his Don Very well by 
me as to the time I have been with him, but I 
never Exceed two or three Glafs of Wine at a time 
nor fhall while I ame with him, Sr Jacob Ackworth 
Sent his Service to Me by a friend chat is going 
paffenger with ws to Port Mahon becaws he was 
afraid to writt, for fear it fhould fall in wrong 
hands, and Lid he had heared a Very good Carric- 
ter of me for Many Years, and all the Service he 
Could Do me he would Sr my Wiff gives her hum-

X 2 hie



( N6 )
ble Service to you and will wat upon you as foofl( 
as She cometh to Town.

1 am Dear Sr Tour Moji
Humble Seri*.

Long "Reach from on
bord the Portfmout Jn9. Rankin.

Febr. 12—1742.

CLU E R I E S
To be Anfwered by

John Rankin, Lieutenant, Robert Wilfon, Ma­
iler, Edward Thompfon, Surgeon, and ffohn 
Wygate, Clerk, lately under the Command 
of Christopher Middleton, Com­
mander of His Majefty’s Sloop the Furnace.

QUERY I.

WHether the lajl time the Fi eut en ant and Ma~ 
fier went up Wager River, there was any Ice 

to interrupt their Paffage in the Boat, from the time 
they left the Headland above Deer Sounds until they 
arrived at the high Bluff on the weft Side of the Chan­
nel \ and whether the V/ater was not fait, and above 

fixty-eight Fathom deep, the whole Way over, and the 
Strait from eight to ten Leagues zvide ; and whether 
the Channel Courfe, after they came up with that Bluffs 
did not bear zv eft-fout h weft?

The Lieutenant's Anfwer.
There was no Ice to interrupt our Paffage, from 

the time we left the Headland above Deer Sound, 
till we came to the utmoft Part of our Voyage up 
the River on the weft Side of the Channel ; the 
Water I think was fait j but as I would not entirely

depend
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depend upon my own Judgment, I filled three Bot­
tles with Water at three different Places, and brought 
them on board at my Return, and was told there 
was no Diftin&ion, for they were all equally alike 
fait. I could find no Ground with a Line of 63 
Fathom -, I fleered W. N. W. by the Compafs along 
the weft Shore, a fair open Straits or Channel, eight 
or ten Leagues wTide.

Mafter's Anfwer.
The laft time we went up Wager River, we had 

not much to hinder the Boat’s Paffage. Above 
Veer Sound the Water was much frefher, and the 
higher up the frefher ftill ; the River was eight, 
ten, or more Leagues broad in the broadeft Part ; 
the Water 68 or 70 Fathoms towards the Middl®.

The Courfe we fleer’d in the Boat after we came 
up with the bluff Land, was N. N. W. but the 
Courfe of both Shores, by Compafs from 4 Leagues 
below, where the Ships lay at Savage Sound, to the 
higheft we went up with the Boat, is N. 518 weft ; 
the Variation being north 35^ weft, makes the true 
Courfe of the Channel north 50 Degrees wefterly.

Surgeon's Anfwer.
I have nothing to fay to this Article ; it chiefly 

concerning the Lieutenant and Mafter, having never 
been higher up the River Wager than Veer Sound.

Clerk's Anfwer.
This I beg leave to refer to the Lieutenant and 

Mafter.
Q^U E R Y II.

Whether, when they went on Shore on that high 
Land, the Lieutenant did not fee a great Opening, or 
large Collection of Witer over the Iflands to northward 
cf them, with broken Lands to the wefward, as high 
as the Lands at the Cape of Good Hope ; and whe­

ther
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ther the Mafier, who went much higher up upon the 
'Mountains, overlook all the Ifiands in the main
Channel, [aw a large Pafidge or Strait, /wr or five
Leagues wide, beyond them, //^ Channel-Courfe bear­
ing dire Idly fouth-wefi with high Lands on each Side, 
all thereabouts appearing to be broken Lands, the whole 
Channel being f ree from Ice or any thing to obfiruft 
their going further, whether he did not find the Water 
fait there, and upon his Return to the Boat was defi- 
rous of proceeding further ; but the Lieutenant having 
alreaay exceeded his Orders durft not go any further ?

Lhe Lieutenant's Anfwer.
Yes, I faw a great Opening, or large Collection 

of Water, to the |northward of the Hands which 
were in this River, or Straits ; and there appeared 
broken Lands to the wefcward, as high and moun- 
tainous as the Cape of Good Hope. The whole Chan­
nel was free from Ice. I could not flay any longer 
to make Obfervations, having exceeded my limit­
ed Time, and knew the Ships were preparing to 
fail out of the River.

Mafier's Anfwer.
For an Anfwer to this Query, I refer to the Re­

port given in to Capt. Middleton by the Lieutenant, 
and myfelf at our Return. I can make no Compa­
nion between the Height of the Lands in queftion, 
and thofe at the Cape of Good Hope, having never 
been near the Cape.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
This, like the former, appertains to the Lieute­

nant and Mafter \ but I heard both their Reports, 
in which they both agreed, as to the Intent and 
Meaning of this Article.
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Clerk's Anfwer.

This Article I defire may be anfwered by the " 
Lieutenant and Matter.

QJLT E R Y III.
Whether the Captain did not limit them to go only to 

Deer Sound, or thereabouts, and to come back with 
the utmojl Difpatch, the Nature of the Service would 
allow of ; and whether after their failing above fifteen 
Leagues further, and giving him a Return under their 
Hands, that there was another Pafjage into the Sea, 
hefides that the Ships went in at, the Captain did not 
immediately prepare to fail out of the' River, without 
proceeding upon the Dificovery, and failed out of the 
River to the north-eafiward the fourth of Augutt ?

Lhe Lieutenant's Anfwer.
The Captain’s Orders, in Writing, were, that I 

would go to Deer Sound, or thereabouts, and to 
come back with the utmoft Difpatch ; but I de- 
fired he would give me liberty to aét as I thought 
moft conducive to the Difcovery of a Paffage ; and 
he verbally confented that I might run up the River 
or Strait, as far as I could conveniently do, without 
retarding the Ships from failing out of the River, 
for that he intended to fail in a few Days, and which 
I found to be true ; for the Ships were preparing 
to fail before I came on board.

Mafter's Anfwer.
The Order, thro’ a Hurry and a Mittake of the 

Captain’s Clerk, as the Captain told him at our 
putting off the Boat, was to make Obfervations in 
and near Deer Sound ; but he gave the Lieutenant, 
as I heard afterwards, verbal Orders to proceed as 
far as he thought proper. At our Return we gave 
the Captain a Report, figned by the Lieutenant 
and myfelf. The Captain did, and had feveral
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times been endeavouring to get out of the Cove in 
order to proceed on the Difcovery, and failed out to 
the eaftward on the Difcovery to meet the Flood 
Tides, according to his Inftrudtions, on the fourth 
of Auguft.

Surgeon's Anfwer.
The Lieutenant fhewed me the Order the Cap­

tain gave him when he went up the River, the 
Words of which was expresfly in the Manner as 
here fet down •, and after they had given in their 
Reports, the Captain prepared for failing, and ac­
cordingly failed out of the River Wager the fourth 
of Auguft 1742.

Clerk's Anfwer.
I very well know that they were limited to go 

only to Deer Sound, or thereabout, and ordered to 
come ba ck with the utmoft Difpatch ; and that the 
Captain faid, when the Lieutenant Laid longer than 
his time, that et he did not doubt but the Lieute- 
“ nant would bring fome romantic Story of a Paf- 
tc fage that way, but he fhould give no Attention 
“ to it; for he would fail out of the River as foon 
6‘ as he returned,” which accordingly he did.

Q^UERY IV.
Whether there were not many large hlack Whales 

above Deer Sound in that Paffage, and whether they 
faw any Whales below, or at the Entrance, or without 
Wager River, either in the Strait or Bay above Cape 
Hope, or in any other Part of the Bay or Straits of 
Hudfon, except on the north-weft Side near Brook 
Cobham ; and whether they believed thofe Whales 
came in from the eaft or weft End of Wager River or 
Straits, and whether, in their own Judgment, they 
did îiot think that there might be a Paffage from thenu 
to thefouth-weftward?

*.



Lhe Lieutenant's Anfwer.
I faw a great Number of black Whales, of the 

Whalebone kind, in and near Deer Sound, and no 
where elfe, except at Brook Cobham. I can’t think * 
that the Whales we faw in Wager River came in at 
the Place our Ships went in at, but rather through 
the Channels bounded by the broken Lands on the 
weft Side ; and it is my Opinion, that there is a 
Probability of a Paftage to the foutEweftward from 
Brook Cobham from the Rapidity of the Tide there, 
which I imagine comes from a weftern Ocean, and 
fills Wager River.

Mafier's Anfwer.
The Whales we faw about Deer Sound, I believe 

came in at the Mouth of Wager River, or fome o- 
ther Inlet from the eaftward, to the new Frigid 
Strait, which feems the more probable as being not 
far from Baffin's-Bay and Davis’s Straits, where the 
greateft Numbers of Whales are feen -, and notlefs 
than four hundred Dutch, Spaniards, &c. go every 
Year to take them there ; many of which we met in 
ourVoyages in the Hudfon s Bay Ships,and they often 
came on board of us. I cannot think there is any 
Paftage to the other Ocean, becaufe the higher we 
went we found the Water the frefher, and met with 
feveral Water-falls mentioned in our Report. More­
over, at the Mouth of Wager River, the Tide rofe 
16 or 18 Feet-, at Savage Sound 15 or 16-, at 
Deer Sound but 12 or 13 ; and where we went far- 
theft, but 6 Feet.

Surgeon's Anfwer.
Every one that was as high up the River as Deer 

Sound faw the Whales come in there every Tide. 
But none was ever feen below at the Entrance, or 
without Wager River, nor in the Straits or Bay above

Y Cape
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Cape Hope, nor in any other Part of the Bay or 
Straits of Hudfon, except on the north-weft Side 
near Brook Cobham ; and my real Opinion is, that 
thofe Whales came in at the weft End of Wager 
River, and that there is a great Probability of a 
Paffage from thence to the fouth> weft ward.

Clerk's Anfwer.
I never faw any black Whales during our Voyage 

from Churchill River, but at Deer Sound and Brook 
Cobham, and imagine thofe we faw in Wager River 
came through Channels on the weft Side of that 
River. I am likewife of Opinion, that there is a 
weftern Ocean nigh Brook Cobham and Wager Ri­
ver ; for that rapid Tide we met with in 63° 20, 
I am almoft certain, flows into Wager River, and 
that it comes from a Sea different from that which 
fills Hudfon's Strait and Bay.

QUERY V.
Whether they believe that the Captain would have 

fent them up at that time, if he had not been alarmed 
upon hearing that it was rumoured among his Men, that 
the Difcovery was neglected, tho' from the Whales, 
Depth, and Breadth of the Strait, there were Hopes of 
a Paffage -, and whether there were not fame high Words 
upon it, and harfh Words ufed by the Captain, that he 
would cane fame, and broomjtick and lafh others, if they 
reported any thing, or concerned themfelves about the 
Succefs of the Voyage ?

•

Lhe Lieutenant's Anfwer.
I imagine that I fhould never have been fent up 

Wager River again, had it not been for fome Mur­
murs on board ; but I know nothing of the Threat- 
nings Captain Middleton is laid to have made ufe of, 
I not being on board at that time, but was after­
wards informed thereof by the Doctor and Clerk.

MaJler's
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Master's Anfwer.
I fincerely believe no Man had the Difcovery 

more at heart than Capt. Middleton, nor was any 
one To great a Sufferer as he, both in Perfon and 
Purfe. As to his Men, they were fo unlikely to 
fpread fuch Rumours, or to defire to encounter any 
Danger, that on the contrary, when poor fcorbutick 
Creatures heard it was agreed on to return back 
from the Frozen Strait, they were overjoy’d, and 
ready to leap out of their Skins, as the Saying is. I 
never heard of the lead Threatning during our be­
ing at Sea in any Part of the Voyage, about the Dif­
covery ; but the Captain always treated every body 
too well, if I may be allowed the Expreflion, inlo- 
much, that I often wondered at it ; for he ufed to 
take more upon him in the Hudfon’ s-Bay Service * 
and I have heard him fay, that he could putup with 
all that could be endured rather than that the Dif­
covery fhould be baulked, tie never hindeied any 
body from keeping what Account they would, and 
would always readily inftruét any Officer that would 
afk him, in obferving the Latitude, Variation, or 
any other curious Matter, and fhewed feveral how 
to keep Journals that had never been at Sea before, 
aud preferred them in the Voyage according to 
their Merit, tho* he had never feen them before.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
The firft Difcourfe that happened concerning the 

Negleél of the Difcovery, was by the Lieutenant 
and my fpeaking together in the Boat, when we 
went the fécond time to Deer Sound, which was o- 
verheard by fome of the Boat’s Crew, and told again 

, to the Captain ; which-, in my Opinion, was the 
Occafion of his fending up the River again , and he 
laid he would cane the Lieutenant, brcomftick the 
Mailer, and whip all the reft that fpoke any thing

Y 2 about
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about the Pafiage. This was fpoke to Mr. Wygate 
and me, when the Lieutenant and Mailer was gone 
down the River.

Clerk's Anfwer.
I think it very certain that the Lieutenant and 

Mailer would not have been fent up the River a- 
gain, had it not been rumoured in the Ship that the 
Difcovery was negle&ed ; and that when the Lieu­
tenant was gone up the River, he fent for the Sur­
geon and myfelf into the Great Cabbin, where, with 
great Vehemence, u he threatned to cane the Lieu- 
“ tenant, broomfcick the Mailer, and whip all the 
6C reft that fhould concern themfelves in relation to

his Conduct.*’

QUERY VI.
Whether, when the Lieutenant and Mafler were 

carried out of the River by the Rapidity of the Tide, 
upon a long Piece of Ice, they were not carried by the 
Ebb to the fouth-weftward, clofe by the Rocks round 
Cape Dobbs ; and whether the Ebb did not run by that 
Cape to the fg nth-weft ward?

Lhe Lieutenant's Anfwer.
Yes, we were carried to the fouth-weilward nigh 

the Rocks on the fouth Shore of Cape Dobbs, by the 
Tide of Ebb, and drove from Wager River 6 or 7 
Leagues.

Mafler's Anfwer.
When we were drove out of the River Wager's 

Mouth by the Rapidity of the Ebb Tide, upon a 
large Piece of Ice, we were carried S. E. b. S. as the 
Courfe of Land lies by Compafs from the River’s 
Mouth, towards Cape Dobbs, until we met the Chan­
nel Ebb, from the YV, b, S, by Compals.

Surgeon 's
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Surgeon's Anfwer.
The Lieutenant and Matter can give the beft Ac» 

count of this Article.

Clercs Anfwer.
This the Lieutenant and Matter have often af­

firmed to be Truth ; tho* at this time the Matter 
prevaricates, for fear, as he fays, he fhould be the 
Ruin of any Man.

Q^U E R Y VIL
Whether, when the Ships failed out of the River, 

they did not ply to the nor th-e aft ward with Sails and 
Oars, to he out of the way of the Tide of Flood from 
the fouthwardupon its Return, left it fhould force them 
again up the River ?

The Lieutenant's Anfwer.
This Article the whole Ship’s Company can prove 

as well as myfelf ; for I affirm, that we ply’d with 
Sails and Oars to the eattward, to get out of a Tide 
of Flood (which I apprehend and believe came from 
the fouth-weft ward) for fear of being horfed into 
Wager River again.

Mafter's Anfwer.
When we failed out of the River Wager, we ply’d 

to the eattward with Sails and Oars, to get out of 
the Indraft of the River’s Flood from the eattward, 
but not from the fouthward, until you get within 
the Indraft of the River, and then indeed, the Flood 
hath the Courfe as in all Inlets.

Surgeon's Anfwer.
This Article isfo well known by every one that was 

then a board, that it is allowed by all, that we plyed 
to the north-c aft ward with Sails, Snip’s Oars, and 
two Boats a-head, to be out of the Tide of Flood

form
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from the fouthward, left it fhould drive us up the 
River again.

Clerk’s Anfwer.
Certainly. We hawl’d away to the eaftward with 

all the Sail we could croud, rowing with the Ship’s 
Oars, and towing with the Boats, to avoid our be­
ing forced into the River JVager again, by a Tide 
of Flood that came from the fouth-weftward.

QJJ E R Y VIII.
Whether the Captain did not order the Lieutenant 

on Shore at the Low Beach at half an Hour after two, 
when they were four Miles from the Shore, and at three 
made a Signal for him to return on hoard, before he 
reached the Shore, or could fix the Current of the Lide ?

Lhe Lieutenant’s Anfwer.
Yes, it is true.

Mafier’s Anfwer.
The Captain did order the Lieutenant a-lhore at 

the Low Beach, near the Point, at half an Hour 
after two, to obferve how much the Tide had 
ebbed by the Shore *, but the Ship loon after meet­
ing with much Ice, and we feeing no Land to the 
northward in our Way, thought we fhould loofe 
time ; for his very dangerous to have the Boat from 
the Ship amongft Ice, as we well know in the Hud- 
fon’s-Bay Voyages, where the Tide is ftrong, and 
often crulhes them to pieces, putting the Men in 
danger of their Lives -, and if fuch a Misfortune 
had happened to us, we could not have brought 
the Ship home, eight of the Men being gone.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
I believe every Officer’s Journal makes mention of 

this Article, and acknowledges it to be true and 
Matter of Fad.

Clerk’s
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Clerk’s Anfwer.

This Article every Journal and Log-book con- 
feffes to be true.

Q_U E R Y IX.
Whether the Neap Tides were not higher at Church­

ill with a north-wefierly Wind, than the Spring Tides 
were with an eajlerly Wind?

The Lieutenant's Anfwer.
That is known by every Perfon who has any 

Knowledge of the Tides in Churchill River, and is 
Fa£t.

Mafter’s Anfwer.
The Neap Tides at Chur chilly as I have heard, 

but had no Trial of it, the River being full of Ice, 
the mod Part of the time we were there, ufed to rife 
higher with a northerly Wind by fome Feet, than a 
Spring Tide doth with a foutherly Wind, or fouth- 
eaft Wind.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
This is well known to every one that ever ob- 

ferved the Tides in Churchill River.

Clerk’s Anfwer.
Every Perfon who has been at Churchill River 

knows, that the north-wefterly Winds make higher 
Tides there on the Neap, than eafterly Winds on 
the Spring.

Q_U E R Y X.
Whether the Tide at the Point near Brook Cobham 

in 63° 20, vnigh the Land, as they went northward 
from. Churchill, was not as rapid as the Tide in the 
River Wager -, or whether at that time they could af- 
certain the Flood from the Ebb, and whether by falling 
off from the Land to the eafiward, they did not lofe 
that Tide ?

i The
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*The Lieutenant's Anfwer.
The Tide at the Point near Brook Cobham in 63? 

20', nigh the Land, was as rapid as that in Wager 
River ; but I think there was no proper Method 
ufed to afcertain the Tide of Flood, or Ebb, no 
Perfon being fent on Shore ; and the Courfe of the 
Tide, which was very impetuous, being never tried 
but once at that Place.

Maflers Anfwer.
The Tide near the Headland, in Latitude 63? 

20 N. as we went northwards from Churchill, was 
tried feveral times, and run two Miles an Hour 
from the eaftward. But Land-men on board, and 
Sailors alfo, if not well acquainted with Navigation, 
may, in fuch Cafes where the Ship is under Sail, the 
Boat at Anchor, or the Current-Log riding her, be 
eafily led into very falfe Conclufions. In this par­
ticular Cafe, the Current ran two Miles an Hour, 
and the Ship went two or three Knots, flanting 
from the Boat, which made it appear to fome not 
well vers’d in the Nature and Effects of Currents, 
as if the Ship made double the way fhe really did.

As we went off the Land, we had lefs Tides, as 
we always evperience, in proportion as we depart 
from the Coaft.

Surgeon s Anfwer.
The Rapidity of the Tide here filled feveral a- 

board with Joy and Hopes of finding a Paffage 
without going much farther to the northward ; but 
thefe Hopes were foon changed by the Captain’s 
falling off from the Land to the eaftward, and by 
that means loft the Tide.

Clerk's Anfwer.
I never faw more rapid Tides at any Place than 

near Brook Cobham, in 63° 20', and am fure no Per­
fon
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fan did make effectuai Trial for afcertaining the 
Knowledge of the Tide of Flood from the Tide of 
Ebb ; for the Current of the Tide there was tried 
but once, and that by Captain Middleton, who di­
rectly afterwards hawled away to the eaftward, and 
thereby loft the ftrong Tide.

QUERY XI.
Whether it did not appear by the Gunner's and Car* 

Renter's Account, who went farther than the Captain 
and Clerk by two or three Miles, when they landed at 
Cape Frigid, that they were ttpon an IJland cut off 

from the how Beach, and that the Frozen Strait which 
they faw, was what fur rounded that IJland, which 
was not above three Leagues wide, and full of IJlands ÿ 
and whether they did not fee high hand beyond that 
Strait to the eaftward, and fo round to the Low Beach ; 
and whether they could fee a Strait beyond that high 
hand, at leaf 15 Leagues farther to the fouth-eaft with­
out a Lelefcope -, and whether upon his Return to the 
Boat at low Water,he did not then take the Height of 
the hide ?

Lhe Lieutenant's Anfwer.
I refer this Article to the Gentlemen who were 

on Shore on that Part of the Land.

Mafter's Anfwer.
The Captain ftridtly enquired of the Carpenter 

and Gunner concerning the Frozen Strait, whether 
the Place they were landed upon was an Eland or 
no. They anfwered it was not, for they could fee 
further from where they were than he ; and it was 
afterwards confirmed on board that there was no 
Tide from out the Bay, between the Mountains 
that made one Side of the Frozen Straits and the 
Low Beach. Whilft the Ship was working and 
driving to ftay for the Boat’s coming on board, die 
was hawled almoft into the Frozen Straits, upon the

Z Ebb,
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Ebb, and fet From it on the Flood, tho’ the Wind 
blew right off it, fo that fhe was obliged to fet Sail 
and ftand from it, when the Captain went away with 
the Boat, until we got fome diftance from its 
Indraft. The Captain took the Height of the Tide 
when he returned to the Boat. By the Account the 
Men gave him when he got back, the Tide had 
flowed four Feet, and he afterwards found by the 
Marks on Shore, that it flowed fifteen or fixteen 
Feet in all ; and that a weft or weft-by-fouth Moon, 
made high Water.

Surgeon's Anfwer.
This I refer to thofe who were a-fhore at Cape 

Frigid.
Clerk's Anfwer.

I fleered the Boat a-fhore (the Gunner and Car­
penter being two of the Boat’s Crew.) Immedi­
ately after our Landing we left the Boat, and went 
inland, without taking any notice of the Direftion of 
the Tide. We travelled feveral Miles from Mountain 
toMountain till we came to a very high one on the S.E. 
Part of the Ifland (for I am very fure) from a Chan­
nel I faw, which disjoined it from the Low Beach, 
and another I faw to the northward, as well as from 
the Gunner’s and Carpenter’s Account, that the 
Land we then flood upon was an Bland wafhed on 
all Sides by the Sea the Ships were in. The Gun­
ner and Carpenter, as well as the Captain and my- 
felf, faw very high Land beyond that Strait to the 
eaftward ; and I think it impoffible to difcover a 
Strait over that high Land, with any Infiniment we 
had then on Shore Tot we had nothing but the com­
mon Profpedt-Glafs, and that not ufed. The Cap­
tain and myfelf returned to the Boat, fending the 
Gunner and Carpenter to overlook the Chanel on 
the eaft Side of the Bland. When we came to the 
Boat, it was near low Water ^ and the Captain afk’d 

i which
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which way the Tide of Flood ran, and was told, it 
made its Courfe to the northward. About 7 o’Clock 
that Evening he took the Height of the Tide, it 
being at that time low Water, and three Days after 
the Full of the Moon. The Lieutenant likewife ob- 
ferved, that the Ships inlying to, about 10 o’Clock 
the fame Morning, were forced to the north-eaft- 
ward very rapidly, which muft be by a Flood Tide.

Q^U E R Y XII'.
Whether upon their Return from Cape Frigid to 

Brook Cobham, they were within fuch a Difiance of 
the zvefi Land, as to defcry the Bottom of the Bays or 
Inlets, fo as to know it to he a main Land ; whether 
it was not for the mofl part hazy Weather, fo as 
only to defcry the Lops of the Mountains and Headlands i 
and whether they did not pafi great Part in the Night, 
or were even nearer the Coafi than five or fix Leagues, 
until they came near Brook Cobham, where they faw 
many Whales ?

Lhe Lieutenant's Anfwer.
I acknowledge that I could never properly di- 

ftinguifh the Headlands in our Return from Cape 
Frigid to Brook Cobham, and did not come nearer 
to the vveft Shore than rive or fix Leagues ; fome 
part of the time was hazy Weather; fome part 
Night; and fome part very fine clear Weather. 
We fearched neither Inlets nor Bays, nor came near 
enough any Land to the weftward to diftinguifh it, 
till we came to Brook Cobham, where we faw feve- 
ral Whales.

Mafiefs Anfwer.
We made fure to fearch all the well: Shore, 

fo near as to fee all the Bottom of the Bays, 
and plainly make it main Land. We had very lit­
tle hazy Weather, except in the Night time, and 
then we lay to, or work’d to Windward, to hold

Z 2 our
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our own till Day-light, that we might mifs no Place 
that appeared like Openings or Inlets. We were 
within three or four Leagues of molt Places, and 
where it was bold, we came within two Leagues, 
as off the Headland, where we found the Tide to 
run two Miles an Hour in 63° 20', and from 64° 
to Brook Cobham, we were fure of the mgjn Land all 
the Way.

Surgeon's Anfwer.
After we left Cape Frigid, I do not remember 

we ever were nearer the weft Shore than five or fix 
Leagues, fo could not difcover whether it was 
Iflands, and broken Land, Inlets, or Bays, or a main 
Continent, and feldom difcerned the Land, except 
fome high Bluff or Point amongft the Clouds, it 
being fornewbat thick and hazy Weather-, fo never 
touched at any Land till we came to Brook Cobham, 
where we faw feveral black Whales. We paffed by 
the Point of this Ifland, and dropt Anchor on the 
weft Side of Marble Ifland, to the weftward of 
Brook Cobham.

Clerk's Anfwer.
It appears from the different Journals and Log- 

Books, that we were not nearer to that Land than 
five or fix Leagues, and that moft part of the time 
it was hazy Weather, and paft by a great Part in 
the Night, until we came to Brook Cobham, and 
there we faw feveral Whales.

QUERY XIII.
Whether the Captain ever once fent his Boat on Shore 

to try the Bides, or fearch for any Inlet upon that 
Coaft, until he watered at Marble Ifland, upon his 
Return to England, where the Mafi.r difcovered a 
Fide, which fome times rofe twenty-two Feet -, aud 
whether, when he defired again to go on Shore to make 
further Obfervations, the Captain did not prevent him, 
and refufe him Liberty ; and whether, during the whole
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Voyage from Churchill until their Return, they had 
îiot good Weather to make a thorough Difcovery ?

The Lieutenant's Anfwer.
We had very good Weather ; the Mailer mull 

anfwer the reft -, there was no Boat fent on Shore to 
try the Tide from Cape Frigid to Brook Cobham.

Majler's Anfwer.
The Reafon the Boat was not fent on Shore to 

try the Tide, was, that when fhe was mann’d, we 
could not find Men to work the Ship, or reef a Sail 
or hand one -, we could try the Tide by a Current- 
Log, which the Captain has ufed for many Years, 
as well, if not better on board, or in a Boat, than 
nearer the Shore in almoft all Weathers. As we 
had got the Time of high Water at the Frozen 
Straits and Wager River’s Mouth, we were very fe- 
cure, which was the Ebb and Flood ; and if we cr0t 
the Slacks it was fufficient for determining the Tides. 
The reft of the Way, both myfelf and the Lieute­
nant had Orders to obferve the Tides, at Brook 
Cobham, and elfewhere ; and that every Hour when 
we could do it without Lofs of time by the afore- 
laid Current-Log.

I can’t recoiled:, that the Captain ever hindered 
my going a-lhore upon any fuch Account, or did I 
de fire of him to go a-lhore. We got what Water 
we wanted at Brook Cobham, and made what Obier- 
tions were neceflary there. Wefaw the main Land 
within us, and how much the Tide had flowed at 
the higheft, by Marks left on the Shore. The Ship 
lay in a dangerous Roadfteed, if the Wind came on 
the Shore or thick Weather -, fo that the Boat could 
not find the Ship. We durft not let go one of our 
Bower Anchors, having but two left ; and the Men, 
when our Boat was from the Ship, could not get it 
up again, if it had blown fo as to make a Seal for
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they grew worfe every day, and we had not above 
fix in both Watches, befides three or four Officers, 
that couid go up to hand or reef. It was a Mercy 
we got our two Ships home again, as we had Hud- 
fens Straits to pafs, where our Rigging and Sails 
freeze in June and July ; fo that when our Men are 
in the belt Health, we have much a-do to keep 
them upon Deck in their Watch. The Weather 
was extraordinary good all the time we lay in Wager 
River, and in our Paffage home alfo, elfe God knows 
what we fhould have done.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
There was never any Boat fent a-fhore, nor no 

Search made near the weft Land, from our leaving 
Cape Frigid, till we came to Marble Ifland, and 
I do not know any Reafon why we did not ; for 
out of fifty-three Men and Boys, we brought out 
from Churchill, we had but eight that were unca- 
pable of doing their Duty, as I am very well allured 
from my fick Book, fo never wanted a Boat’s Crew 
upon any Emergency ; and when the Mafter gave 
an Account of the Tide at Marble Ifiand rifing 
twenty-two Feet, and was defirous of going a-ffiore 
again, to be more fully fatisfied, the Captain told 
him, he fhould be damn’d before he went a-fhore 
again, till he came to England. We had fine plea- 
fant, clear, and moderate Weather almoft the whole 
Voyage.

Clerk’s Anfwer.
No not once; and I heard him tell the Mafter, 

that he fhould not go a-fhore again till he came to 
England, after he had been on Marble Ifiand. We 
had very fine Weather the major part of our Voyage 
from Churchill, till our Return for England.
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Q^U ERY XIV.
Whether this Neglebl was not after owning in Coun­

cil, that they had found rapid ‘Tides, broken Lands and 
IJlands, upon that Coaft, as they failed northwards 
from Churchill, but had no Opportunity of knowing 
fro?n whence the Tides came ?

The Lieutenant's Anfwer.
Yes, it is true.

Mafter's Anfwer.
I never heard of any Negleét, nor could any be 

charged on the Captain, tho’ he was in a bad State 
of Health for many Months, and all the Winter, 
yet he kept the Deck more than any Officer in the 
Ship. The Tide we found in 63 9 20' in ffiore, was 
not half fo ftrong as what we found in the New 
Strait, between the River Wager and Cape Hope in 
the Narrows. I tried feveral times myfelf when al- 
moft calm, and it broke our deep Sea-line, in bring­
ing up our fmall Boat, and loft our Grapling.

Surgeon s Anfwer.
As to this Article, the Council held will teftify, 

which was figned by the Captain, Lieutenant, Mr, 
Moor, and Mr. Wilfon.

Clerk's Anfwer.
The whole Council owned, they had feen rapid 

Tides, broken Lands and Iflands on the weft Side 
of the Welcome, as they failed northwards from 
Churchill, but had not Opportunity of trying from 
whence the Flood came, yet negledted to try the 
Tides, &c. in our Return from Cape Frigid towards 
Brook Cobh am.

Q^U ERY XV.
Whether there were any Sign of the Efkimaux In- 

! dians having ever been at Cape Frigid, and whether
they
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they had not Marks of their being every where above 
Savage Sound to the weftward in Wager River -, and 

fince they have all their Necejfaries from the Whales they 
kill, ' if any Number had pajfed a Strait near Cape 
Frigid, whether in fo narrow a Strait it had been a 
better Place for thofe Indians to have killed Whales, 
than in Wager River, in cafe they came in from thence, 
and not from the wejlward.

Fhe Lieutenant's Anfwer.
I was not a-fhore at Cape Frigid, therefore mult 

refer this Article to be anfwered by thofe who were 
afhore at that Place.

, Mafter's Anfwer.
I was not on Shore on Cape Frigid, to fee the 

Signs of any of the Savages. There can be no 
Whales killed at the Frozen Straits which is always 
froze over, or much Ice a driving in the Tide’s way.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
Thofe that were a-fhore at Cape Frigid can give 

the beft Account of this Article.

Clerk's Anfwer.
I could perceive no Signs of the EJkimaux Indians 

having ever been on Cape Frigid, tho* I looked 
very narrowly for them, but have feen the Marks 
of their Refidence on every Part of the Coaft of the 
River Wager I was at, and do imagine, if the 
Whales, of the Whalebone kind, had come thro* 
that narrow Strait near Cape Frigid, we fhould cer­
tainly have feen the Marks of thofe Indians having 
been there, as the Whales are their chief Support, 
and of great ufe to them, in compleating their Ca­
noes, Weapons of War, Hunting, Fifhing, &c.

QJJERY



QUERY XVI.
Whether the Lkutenant did not profs the Captain to 

let him take a Man from Churchill Factory, who un- 
derjlood perfectly the northern Indian Language, and 
that he would take the Blame upon hirnfelf, in cafe any 
Complaint f could be made upon his Return, fince it would 
be of fo great Service to promote the Dijcçvery ; but 
the Captain would not allow it ?

The Lieutenant'1 s Anfwer.
This Article is Matter of Fadt, as I have often 

times declared it to be lb, as others can teftify as well 
as myfelf.

Mafter’s Anfwer.
I do not remember that the Lieutenant did prels 

the Captain to take another Man ; but if he did fo, 
in my Opinion, the Captain did much better in get­
ting two northern Indians, that pretended to know 
the Country, and fpeak the Languages of feverai 
Nations ; and alio a third Indian from the Fadtory, 
who could converfe with thefe two northern In­
dians, he having travelled with them feverai Win­
ters before, and underftood Englifh befides.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
This whole Article is Truth, it being firfc fpoke 

in my hearing, and often repeated fince by the 
Lieutenant.

Clerk’s Anfwer.
This Article is true ; fori very well remember the 

Lieutenant’s Inclination to imprefs him, and the 
Captain’s forbidding him.

QUERY XVII.
Whether, frc?n the rapid Tides near Brook Cobham, 

and from the Number of Whales feen there, they did 
not apprehend there might alfo have been a Paffage there-

A a abouts3
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abouts, and whether by the bejl Accounts they could 
yet from the Indians, by the Interpreter they had, 
they did not intimate that the Strait and Copper Mine 
they had been at, where they faw a great many large 
black Fife, was fcmewhere thereabouts, before they 
fell in with the Ice , and whether the Captain did not 
threaten the Surgeon, upon Account of his being fo in­
timate and correfponding with the Indians, and for 
his attempting to come at the Knowledge of that Strait 
and Faff,age from them?

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.
I have given my Opinion of the Rapidity of 

the Tides near Brook Cobham before, but I know 
nothing of the northern Indian Language, and 
therefore beg Leave to refer their Lordfhrps to the 
Surgeon and Clerk’s Accounts.

Mafier’s Anfwer.
As to the rapid Tides near Brook Cobham, they 

all came from the Eaftward, the Courfe of the 
Welcome. As to Whales, ’tis only a Conjecture 
from whence they come. We had no manner of 
Account from the Indians of any Padage on the 
Coaft where we went, neither did I fo much as hear 
one Word mentioned about it, either whilft they 
were with us, or, fmce till now, nor concerning black 
FifK near the Copper Mine ; I never heard that the 
Captain had any Words in Anger with the Surgeon 
on any luch Account, during the Voyage, but on 
the contrary, he ufed him too well, by palling by 
many of his Infolences to himfelf and others.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
The Reafons here fet down were obvious and 

plain to every one that had any real Senfe or Know­
ledge of what we were about, and was the Occa-f 
ficn chiefly of the Murmur in Wager River-, for

o thato
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that River, together with what Occurrences we met 
with there, ferved only to confirm us in our Opini­
on of what we had feen, and been well informed of 
before, particularly, from one Richard Lovegrove, 
now at Churchill, and had been in the Sloop as far 
as Whale Cove, and travelled in Land, he gave us 
an Account that there was nothing but Ifiands and 
broken Lands there, and that he could fee a clear 
Sea from the Top of the Hills to the South-weft, 
and a rapid Tide run amongft the Hands there, 
likewife the two Indians gave us an Account of a 
River or Straits, Salt-water and deep, a great Num­
ber of large black Filh, fpouting up the Water, and 
that they were five Days in eroding it, and that 
there was a Copper Mine upon the Side of this Ri­
ver or Strait, and by the belt Accounts I could ga­
ther from them, it v/as fomewhere hereabouts -, and 
when we left Brook Cobham, and failed to the North- 
eaftward, they told us, that that was not the Way 
to the Copper Mine, but were going from it. I 
have now by me a fhort Vocabulary of fome Part 
of the northern Indian Language, which I penned 
dowm from them, they being defircus of teaching 
me, and alfo of learning Englijh, and were perfect 
of feveral Words -, but this Proceeding did not lad 
long, for the Captain threatened to cut my Ears off, 
and take away my Books and Papers, if ever I had 
any further Correfpondence with thofe two unfor­
tunate Indians.

Clerk's Anfwer.
From the rapid Tides at Brook Cobham in 63° 

2o', and from the Number of Whales feen there, I 
apprehend there is a Weftern Ocean not far from 
that Place, but defire their Lordfnips would refer 
themfelves to the Account given by the Surgeon con­
cerning the Indian s Report of the Copper Mine.

A a 2 QUE
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QUERY XVIII.
Whether the two northern Indians were not dejtrous 

of coming to England, and were not, contrary to their 
Inclinations, put on Shore on an IJland in 63°, fame-. 
Leagues from the Main, in an indifferent Boat, which 
they could not rightly manage, their Enemies being up­
on the Coaji. and they far from their own Country ?

The Lieutenant's Anfwer.
I believe they were defirous of coming to Eng- 

land) but know not upon what Account they were 
fet afhore.

Mafter's Anfwer.
One of the northern Indians feerncd at their go­

ing away from us to be fomewhat dejected, but the 
Captain told us, that he had promifed both the Go­
vernor and their Friends, to put them fafe on Fiore, 
fo that they might get to their own Elome, or to 
Churchill, loaded with Goods that they liked ; that 
he had no Orders from the Admiralty to bring them 
home -, and as they were at Brook Cobh am in 63° 
Latitude, about 2 or 3 Leagues from the main 
Land, and feveral final! IFands between that and 
the Main, and in fine Weather, and Water asfmooth 
as the Thames, the Boat was very well, and they 
might eafiiy manage her, as they had been fhewn, 
what Diftance they had to Fiore or along Fiore, as 
they pleafed. They knew their Way home very 
well, as they told us, and were fufficiently fortified 
againiF all the Men in the Country, having Fire­
arms well Locked with Ammunition, and more of 
every Thing than they could well carry. They 
were but 250 Miles from their own Country, or 
the Company’s Factory, which is nothing for an In­
dian to travel.

Surgeon's Anfwer.
Thefetwo Indians left their Wives and Families,

and
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and came on board intirely to fnow us the Copper 
Mine before mentioned ^ but after we left Brook 
Cobham in going out, we perfuaded them to go to 
England, with Promifes of large Prefects and Gra­
tuities when they arrived there. They readily con- 
fented to it, upon Condition they fhould return to 
their own Country again the next Year. After this 
Agreement made, the Captain altered his Opinion, 
and faid he would put them afhore again j but de­
bited that neither the Linguift nor I would tell them, 
for fear of giving them Uneafrnefs, and caufing a 
Murmuring in the Ship, they being well liked by 
every one, beginning to be very handy on Deck. 
This was never difcovered to them, till we came to 
Marble JJland ; and then the Captain order’d them 
into an old leaky Boat, with two Oars, a Mali and 
Sails, which neither of them knew how to manage, 
firft giving each of them a Gun, Powder, Shot, 
Hatchets, Ice-Chizels, Knives, Awls, Beads, Rings, 
&c. one of them called Jazana cried very much, 
and continually exprefted the Danger they fnould be 
expofed to, being far from their own Families, Win­
ter approaching, in a ftrange Place they did not 
know, and in the midft of their mortal Enemies, 
the EJkimaux, who would firft fcalp them, and then 
devour them, but all this would not prevail upon 
the Captain -, for they were aftualiy forced over the 
Ship Side into the Boat, and towed afhore upon 
Marble IJland, in the Latitude 63°, and there left.

Clerk’s Anfwer.
They were defirous of coming to England, and 

with aching Hearts, poor Creatures, were put on 
Tore, of which Mr. Thomfon has given a particular 
Account. I he Reafon Captain Middleton gave for 
putting them on ihore was, as he faid, left thofe In­
dians, when they came to England, fhould, by their 
chattering of the Copper Mine, and lirait there­

abouts,
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abouts, put the Government to the Expence of fit­
ting Ships out again, to make Trial of a Paffage 
that Way once more.

Q. U E R Y XIX.
Whether the Lieutenant, Surgeon and Clerk did not 

hear the Captain fay at Churchill to the Governor and 
Officers of the Hudfion’s Bay Company, that he floould 
he able to make that Voyage, and no Man on board 
him (hould know whether there was a Pajfage or not, 
and that he would be a better Friend to the Company 
than ever?

L'he Lieutenant1 s Anfwer.
Yes, it is true.

Ma fier s Anfwer.
What paflfed between the Captain and the Mud- 

fan’s Bay Company’s Officers about the Difcovery, 
I know nothing ol -, but if the Captain faid any 
Thing of this Nature, I ffiould take his Meaning 
to be, that there could not be any on board, but 
the Lieutenant and myfelf, able to judge or know 
where they were, without being told, we were fo 
well officered and manned -, its impoffible for either 
Land or Seamen, that are not thoroughly acquaint­
ed with Navigation, both in Theory and Pratice, 
more elpecially in thofe Parts of the unknown World, 
fo much as to guefs whereabouts they are.

As for being a Friend to the Hudfon1 s Bay Com­
pany, if he faid lb, I ffiould not doubt that it was 
on account of his being in a Ship of War, and had 
his Inftrutions to give them and their I rade Pro­
tection.

Surgeon s Anfwer.
Yes, feveral Times, not only aboard, when the 

Governor of the Hudfon1 s Bay Company and his 
Officers were prefent, but in the Factory, in the pub- 
hck Guard Room.

Clerk1 s
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Clerk's Anfwer.
I heard him repeat thofe Words more than 

once.
Q_U E R Y XX.

TV): ether his Conduit was not fuit able to that De- 
duration afterwards upon the Difcovery, by discourag­
ing and difcountenancing every one on board, from be­
ing inquifitive about it, or making any 'Qbfervestions 
which promoted the Difcovery -, threatening to take 
their Books and Papers from them, and being very 
careful that nothing fhould be entered into the Logg 
Book, which fhould give any Hopes of a Faff age, but 
barely the common Occurrences on board the Ship, which 
related to the failing of the Ship and Winds, Sound­
ings, &c.

The Lieutenant's Anfwer.
I believe it was fo, and that fome of the Officers 

on board were difeouraged and difcountenanced 
from being inquifitive about it, or making any Ob- 
fervations which might promote the intended Dif­
covery. But I can’t fay that the Captain difeouraged 
or difcountenanced me in making any Difcovery, 
tho’ fome of the Officers of the Ship are of another 
Opinion ; nor did I ever hear the Captain threaten 
to take their Books and Papers from them, or give 
Orders that nothing fhould be entered in the Logg 
Book which fhould give any Hopes of a Paffage.

Mafter's Anfwer.
The Captain, as I have obferved before, feemed 

on all Occafions heartily to encourage the Dilcove- 
ry, and was ever free in communicating and in- 
ftru&ing every Officer and Man on board that would 
at any time defire it of him, either in Navigation 
or die Seaman’s Part, as none is better qualified to 
do it, and the Lieutenant, as well as myfelf, have

experienced
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experienced the Benefit thereof, and muft own it. 
He always order’d me and my Mate to take Care 
to omit nothing that might be of Service either for 
the prefent or future Good and Advantage of o- 
thers -, and to reprefent him in any other Light, I 
am thoroughly fatisfied, is doing him barbarous In- 
juftice.

Surgeon's Anfwer.
This I think is already made evident by molt of 

the aforegoing Articles -, and the whole Difcovery 
was anfwerable, and of one Piece with that notable 
Expreffion of Captain Middleton s when we were at 
Churchill.

• Clerk's Anfwer.
I have the greateft Reafon to believe his Conduct 

was fuitable to the aforementioned Declaration, not 
only by his dilcountenancing and difcouraging eve­
ry one onboard by threatening Words, but by his 
failing continually to the North-eafbwards, thereby 
lofing the ftrong Tides -, making an imaginary frozen 
Strait in his Draughts -, wilfully miftaking the Flood 
near Cape Frigid for the Tide of Ebb, as I have be­
fore mentioned in Anfwer to Query 11, on Pur- 
pofe to bring the Flood Tide from the Atlantick Oce­
an -, from his Negled: of trying the Tides, or fearch- 
ing any Inlets or Bays on the weftern Side of the 
Welcome, and from his abfolute manner of marking 
what he thought moil conducive to his Defign, on 
the Logg Board.

A N
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Captain Middleton’s

ACCOUNT
OF THE

Extraordinary Degrees and Surprizing 
Effects of C O L D in Hudjon s-Bay, 
North America, read before the Royal 
Society, Oci. 28, 1742

IObferved, that the Hares, Rabbets, Foxes and 
Partridges, in September, and the Beginning of 
October, changed their native Colour to a fnowy 

White ; and that for fix Months, in the fevered: 
Part of the Winter, I never faw any but what were 
all white, except fome Foxes of a different Sort, 
which were grizzled, and fome half red, half white.

That Lakes and Banding Waters, which are not 
above 10 or 12 Feet deep, are frozen to the Ground 
in Winter, and the Fifhes therein all peril'll.

Yet in Rivers near the Sea, and Lakes of a greater 
Depth than 10 or 12 Feet, Fifhes are caught all the 
Winter, by cutting Holes through the Ice down to 
the Water, and therein putting Lines and Hooks. 
But if they are to be taken with Nets, they cut fe­
ral Fioles in a Brait Line the Length of the Net, and

B b pafs
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pafs the Net, with a Stick faftened to the Head-line, 
from tide to Hole, till it reaches the utmoft Extent; 
and what Fifties come to thefe Holes for Air, are 
thereby entangled in the Net; and thefe Fifh, asfoon 
as brought into the open Air, are inftantaneoufly 
frozen as {tiff as Stock-fifh. The Seamen likewife 
frefhen their fait Provifions, by cutting a large Hole 
through the Ice in the Stream or Tide of the River, 
which they do at the Beginning of the Winter, and 
keep it open all that Seafon. In this Hole they put 
their fait Meat, and the Minute it is immerfed un­
der Water, it becomes pliable and fofr, though be­
fore its Immerfion it was hard frozen.

Reef) Pork, Mutton, and Venifon, that are killed at 
the Beginning of the Winter, are preferved by the 
Froft, for fix or feven Months, intirely free from 
Putrefadlidn, and prove tolerable good Eating. Like­
wife Geefe, Partridges, and other Fowl, that are 
killed at the fame time, and kept with their Feathers 
on, and Guts in, require no other Prefervative but 
the Froft to make them good wholefome Eating, as 
long as the Winter continues. All kinds of Fifh 
are preferved in the like manner.

In large Lakes and Rivers, the Ice is fometimes 
broken by imprifoned Vapours -, and the Rocks, 
Trees, Joifts and Rafters of our Buildings, are burft 
with a None not lefs terrible than the firing off a 
great many Guns together. The Rocks which are 
Iplit by the Froft, are heaved up in great Heaps, 
leaving large Cavities behind ; which I take to be 
caufed by imprifoned watery Vapours, that require 
more Room, when frozen, than they occupy in their 
fluid State. Neither do I think it unaccountable, 
that the Froft fhould be able to tear up Rocks and 
Trees, and iplit the Beams of our Houfes, when I 
conftder the great Force and Elafticity thereof. If 
Beer or Water is left in Mugs, Cans, Bottles, nay in 
Copper-pots, though they were put by our Bed-fides,
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în a fevere Night, they are furely fplit to pieces be­
fore Morning, not being able to withftand the expan- 
five Force of the inclofed Ice.

The Air is filled with innumerable Particles of Ice, 
very fharpand angular, and plainly perceptible to the 
naked Eye. I have feveral times this Winter tried 
to make Obfervations of fome celeilial Bodies, par­
ticularly the Emerfions of the Satellites of Jupiter, 
with reflecting and refradting Telefcopes *, but the 
Metals andGlafles, by that Time I could fix them to 
the Objebt, were covered a quarter of an Inch thick 
with Ice, and thereby theGbjedt rendered indiftinct, 
fo that it is not without great Difficulties that any 
Obfervations can be taken.

Bottles of Jlrong Beer, Brandy, Jlrong Brine, Spirits 
of Wine, fet out in the open Air for three or four 
Hours, freeze to folid Ice. I have tried to get the 
Sun’s Refradlion here to every Degree above the 
Horizon, with Elton’s Quadrant, but to no purpofe, 
for the Spirits froze almoft as foon as brought into 
open Air.

The Frofi: is never out of the Ground, how deep 
we cannot be certain. We have dug down io or 
12 Feet, and found the Earth hard frozen in the 
two Summer Months ; and what Moiflure we find 
five or fix Feet down, is white like Ice.

The Waters or Rivers near the Sea, where the 
Current of the Tide flows ftrong, do not freeze a- 
bove 9 or io Feet deep.

All the Water we ufe for Cooking, Brewing, ddV. 
is melted Snow and Ice -, no Spring is yet found free 
from freezing, though dug never fo deep down. All 
Waters inland are frozen faff by the Beginning of 
October, and continue fo till the Middle of May.

The Walls of the Houle we live in are of Stone, 
two Feet thick, the Windows very final!, with 
thick wooden Shutters, which are clofe fhut 18 
Hours every Day in the Winter. There are Cellars

B b 2 under



( W6 )
under the Houfe, wherein we put our Wines, Brandy, 
(irong Beer, Butter, Cheefe, &c. Four large Fires are 
made in great Stoves, built on purpofe, every Day: 
As i'oon as the Wood is burnt down to a Coal, the 
Tops of the Chimneys are clofe flopped with an 
Iron Cover: This keeps the Heat within the Houfe 
(though at the fame time rhe Smoke makes our 
Heads ake, and is very offenfive and unwholfome) ; 
notwithftanding which, in four or five Flours after 
the Fire is out, the Infide of the Walls of our Houfe 
and Bed-places will be two or three Inches thick 
with Ice, which is every Morning cut away with a 
Hatchet. Three or four times a Day we make Iron 
Shot of 24 Pounds Weight red-hot, and hang them 
up in the Windows of our Apartments. I have a 
good Fire in my Room the major Part of the 24 
Hours ; yet all this will not preferve my Beer, Wine, 
Ink, &c. from freezing.

For our Winter Drefs we make ufe of three Pair 
of Socks of coarle Blanketing or Dufheld for the 
Feet, with a Pair of Deer-Jkin Shoes over them ; two 
Pair of thick Enghfh Stockings, and a Pair of Cloth 
Stockings upon them ; Breeches lined with Flannel ; 
two or three Englijh Jackets, and a Fur or Leather 
Gown over them -, a large Beaver Cap, double, to 
come over the Face and Shoulders, and a Cloth of 
Blanket ting under the Chin ; with Yarn Gloves, and 
a'large Pair of Beaver Mittings hanging down from 
the Shoulders before, to-put our Hands in, which 
reach up as high as our Elbows; yet notwithflanding 
this warm Cloathing, almoft every Day, fome of 
the Men that ftir abroad, if any Wind blows from 
the northward, are dreadfully frozen ; fome have 
their Arms, Elands, and Face blifter’d and frozen in 
a terrible manner, the Skin coming off’ foon after 
they enter a warm Houfe, and fome have loft their 
Toes. Now their lying-in for the Cure of thefe fro­
zen Parts, brings on the Scurvy in a lamentable

manner,
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manner. Many have died of it, and few are free 
from that Diftemper. I have procured them all the 
Helps I could, from the Diet this Country affords in 
Winter, fuch as frefh Fifh, Partridges, Broths, &c. 
and the Doctors have ufed their utmoft Skill in vain ; 
for I find nothing will prevent that Ditlemper from 
being mortal, but Exercife and Birring abroad.

Corona and Parhelia, commonly called Halo's, 
and Mock-Suns, appear frequently about the Sun 
and Moon here. They are feen once or twice a 
Week about the Sun, and once or twice a Month 
about the Moon, for four or five Months in the 
Winter, feveral Corona of different Diameters ap­
pearing at the fame time.

I have feen five or fix parallel Corona concentric 
with the Sun feveral times in the Winter, being for 
the moft part very bright, and always attended with 
Parhelia or Mock-Suns. The Parhelia are always ac­
companied with Corona, if the Weather is clear *, and 
continue for feveral Days together, from the Sun’s 
Rifing to his Setting. Thefe Rings are of various 
Colours, and about 40 or 50 Degrees in Diameter.

The frequent Appearance of thefe Phanomena in 
this frozen Clime feems to confirm Defcartes's Hy- 
pothefis, who fuppofes them to proceed from Ice 
iufpended in the Air.

The Aurora Borealis is much oftner feen here than 
in England -, feldom a Night paffes in the Winter 
free from their Appearance. They fini ne with a fur- 
prizing Brightnefs, extinguifhing all the Stars and Pla­
nets, and covering the whole Hemifphere: Their 
tremulous Motion from all Parts, their Beauty and 
Luftre, are much the fame as in the northern Parts 
of Scotland, Denmark, &c.

The dreadful long Winters here may almofl; be 
compared to the Polar Parts, where the Abfence of 
the Sun continues for fix Months ; the Air being 
perpetually chilled and frozen by the northerly

Winds
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Winds in Winter, and the cold Fogs and Mills ob» 
ftrudting the Sun’s Beams in the fhort Summer we 
have here -, for notwithstanding the Snow and Ice is 
then diflfolved in the Low-lands and Plains, yet the 
Mountains are perpetually covered with Snow, and 
incredibly large Bodies of Ice continue in the adja­
cent Seas, If the Wind blows from the fouthern Parts, 
the Airis tolerably warm, but infufferably cold when 
it comes from the northward, and it feldom blows 
otherwife than between thenorth-eaft and the north- 
weft, except in the two Summer Months, when we 
have, for the major part, light Gales between the 
eaft and the north, and Calms.

The northerly VvTinds being fo extremely cold, is 
owing to the Neighbourhood of high Mountains, 
whofe Tops are perpetually covered with Snow, 
which exceedingly chills the Air palling over them. 
The Fogs and Mills that are brought here from the 
Polar Parts, in Winter, appear vifible to the naked 
Eye in Icicles innumerable, as fmall as fine Hairs or 
Threads, and pointed as fharp as Needles. Thefe 
Icicles lodge in our Cloaths, and if our Faces or 
Hands be uncovered, they prefently raife Blifters as 
white as a Linnen Cloth, and as hard as Horn. 
Yet if we immediately turn our Backs to the Wea­
ther, and can bear our Hand out of our Mitten, and 
with it rub the bliftered Part for a fmall time, we 
fometimes bring the Skin to its former State : If 
not, we make the bell of our way to a Fire, and 
get warm Water, wherewith we bathe it, and there­
by dilfipate the Humours raifed by the frozen Air ; 
otherwife the Skin would be off in a fhort time, 
with much hot, ferons, watry Matter coming from 
under along with the Skin ; and this happens to 
fome almoft every time they go abroad for five or 
fix Months in the Winter, fo extreme cold is the 
Air when the Wind blows any thing ftrong.

Nov;
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Now I have obferved, that when it has been ex­

treme hard Froft by the Thermometer, and little 
cr no Wind that Day, the Cold has not near fo fen- 
fibly affefted us, as when the Thermometer has 
fhewed much lefs freezing, having a bride Gale of 
northerly Wind at the fame time. This Difference 
may perhaps be occafioned by thofe fharp-pointed 
Icicles before-mentioned ftriking more forcibly in a 
windy Day, than in calm Weather, thereby pene­
trating the naked Skin, or Parts but thinly covered, 
and caufingan acute Senfation of Pain or Cold : And 
the fame Reafon, I think, will hold good in other 
Places; for fnould the Wind blow northerly any 
thing hard for many Days together in England, the 
Icicles that would be brought from the Polar Parts 
by the Continuance of fuch a Wind, though imper­
ceptible to the naked Eye, would more fenfibly af- 
feft the naked Skin, or Parts but (lightly covered, 
than when the Thermometer has (hewn a greater 
Degree of freezing, and there has been little or no 
Wind at the fame time.

It is not a little furprifing to many, that fuch ex­
treme Cold fhould be felt in thefe Parts oï America, 
more than in Places of the fame Latitude on the 
Coaft of Norway ; but the Difference I take to be 
occafioned by the Wind blowing constantly here, for 
feven Months in the twelve, between the north-eaft 
and north-weft, and paffing over a large Tra6t of 
Land, and exceeding high Mountains, as before 
mentioned: Whereas at Drunton in Norway, as I 
obferved fome Years ago in wintering there, the 
Wind all the Winter comes from the north and 
north north-weft, and croffes a great Part of the 
Ocean clear of thofe large Bodies of Ice we find here 
perpetually. At this Place we have conftantly every 
Year nine Months Froft and Snow, and unfufferable 
Cold from OAober till the Beginning of May. In 
the long Winter, as the Air becomes lefs ponderous 

2 towards



towards the Polar Parts, and nearer to an Æquiïï- 
brium, as it happens about one Day in a Week, we 
then have Calms and light Airs all round the Com- 
pafs, continuing fometimes 24 Hours, and then back 
to its old Place again, in the fame manner as it hap­
pens every Night in the Weft-Indies, near feme of 
the Ilian ds.

The Snow that falls here is as fine as Dull, but 
never any Hail, except at the Beginning and End 
of Winter. Aimoft every Full and Change of the 
Moon, very hard Gales from the north.

The confiant Trade Winds in thefe northern 
Parts I think undoubtedly to proceed from the fame 
Principle, which our learned Dr. Halley conceives to 
be the Caufe of the Trade Winds near the Equator, 
and their Variations.

“ Wind, fays he, is moft properly defined to be 
“ the Stream or Current of the Air ; and where fuch 
“ Current is perpetual and fixed in its Courfe, it is 
“ neceffary, that it proceed from a permanent and 
“ unintermitting Caufe, capable of producing a like 
cc confiant EfFedt, and agreeable to the known Pro- 
ct perries of Air and Water, and the Laws of Motion 
“ of fluid Bodies. Such an one is, I conceive, the 
<c Adtion of the Sun’s Beams upon the Air and Wa- 
“ ter as he pafles every Day over the Oceans, confi- 
tc dered together with the Nature of the Soil and Si- 
“ tuation of the adjoining Continents. I fay, there- 
tc fore, firft, That according to the Laws of Statics, 
tc the Air which is lefs rarefied or expanded by 
“ Heat, and confequently more ponderous, muft 
“ have a Motion towards thofe Parts thereof which 
tc are more rarefied, and lefs ponderous, to bring it 
“ to an Equilibrium, &c.”

Now, that the cold denfe Air, by reafon of its 
greater Gravity, continually preffes from the Polar 
Parts towards the Equator, where the Air is more 
rarefied, to preferve an /Equilibrium or Balance of

the
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the Atmofphere, I think, is very evident from the 
Wind in thofe frozen Regions blowing from the 
north and north-weft, from the Beginning of Oc­
tober until May ; for we find, that when the Sun, at 
the Beginning of June, has warmed thofe Countries 
to the northward, then the fouth-eaft, eaft and va­
riable Winds continue till October again ; and I do 
not doubt but the Crade Winds and hard Gales may 
be found in the fouthern Polar Parts to blow to-r 
wards the Equator, when the Sun is in the noftherh 
Signs, from the fame Principle.

The Limit of thefe Winds from the Polar 7Parts, 
towards the Equator, is feldom known to reach be­
yond the 30th Degree of Latitude ; and the nearer 
they approach to that Limit, the fhorter is the Con­
tinuance of thofe Winds. In New-England it blows 
from the north near four Months in the Winter ^ 
at Canada, about five Months ; at the Danes’s Set­
tlement in Streights Davis, in the 63d Degree of La­
titude, near feven Months ; on the Coaft of Nor­
way, in 64, not above 5 Months and a half, by rea- 
fon of blowing over a great Part of the Ocean, as 
was before-mentioned ; for thofe northerly Winds 
continue a longer or fhorter Space of time, accord­
ing to the Air’s being more or lefs rarefied, which 
may very probably be altered feveral Degrees, by 
the Nature of the Soil, and the Situation of the 
adjoining Continents.

The vaft Bodies of Ice we meet with in our Paflage 
from England to Hudfon's Bay, are very furprifing, 
not only as to their Number, but Magnitude. It is 
in truth unaccountable how they are formed of fo 
great a Bulk, fome of them being immerfed 100 Fa­
thom or more under the Surface of the Ocean ; and 
a fifth or fixth Part above, and three or four Miles 
in Circumference. Some hundreds of thefe we 
fometimes fee in our Voyage here, all in fight at

C c once.
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once, if the Weather is clear. Some of them are 
frequently feen on the Coafts and Banks of New* 
foundland and New-England, though much dimi-
nifbed,

When I have been becalmed in Hud fan's Sir eights 
for three or four Tides together, I have taken my 
Boat, and laid clofe to the Side of one of them, 
founded, and found too Fathom Water all round it. 
The Tide floweth here above four Fathom -, and I 
have obferved, by Marks upon a Body of Ice, the 
Tide to rife and fall that Difference, which was a 
Certainty of its being aground. Likewife in a Har­
bour in the Ifiand of Revolutions where I continued 
four Days, three of thefelfles of Ice (as we call them) 
came aground. I founded along by the Side of one 
of them, quite round it, and found 32 Fathom Wa­
ter, and the Height above the Surface but ten 
Yards -, another was 28 Fathom under, and the 
perpendicular Height but nine Yards above the 
.Water.

I can in no other manner account for the Aggre­
gation of fuch large Bodies of Ice but this: All a- 
long the Coafts of Streights Davis, both Sides of 
Baffin's Bay, Hudfon's Streights, Anticoffi, or Labra­
dore, the Land is very high and bold, and 100 Fa­
thoms, or more, clofe to the Shore. Thefe Shores 
have many Inlets or Fuirs, the Cavities of which are 
filled up with Ice and Snow, by the almoft perpe­
tual Winters there, and frozen to the Ground, in- 
creafmg for four, five, or feven Years, till a kind 
of Deluge or Land-flood, which commonly happens 
in that Space of time throughout thole Parts, breaks 
them looie, and launches them Into the Streights or 
Ocean, where they are driven about by the variable 
Winds and Currents in the Months of June, July, 
and Augujl, rather increaflng than dim milking in 
]3u}k, being iurrounded (except in four or five

Points
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Points of the Compafs) with fmaller Ice for mânÿ 
hundred Leagues, and Land covered all the Year 
with Snow, the Weather being extreme cold, for 
the moft part, in thole Summer Months. The 
fmaller Ice that almoft fills the Streights and Bays, 
and covers many Leagues out into the Ocean along 
the Coaft, is from tour to ten Fathom thick, and 
chills the Air to that Degree, that there is a con-^ 
liant Increafe to the large Itles by the Sea’s wafiiing 
againtl them, and the perpetual wet Fogs, like fmall 
Rain, freezing as they fettle upon the Ice -, and their 
being fo deeply immerfed under Water, andfucha 
fmall Part above, prevents the Wind’s having much 
Power to move them : For though it blows from the 
north-weft Quarter near nine Months in twelve, and 
confequently thofe Hies are driven towards a warmer 
Climate, yet the progreftive Motion is fo flow, 
that it muft take up many Years before they can 
get five or fix hundred Leagues to the fouthward i 
I am of Opinion fome hundreds of Years are re­
quir’d ; for they cannot, I think, diffolve before 
they come between the 50th and 40th Degree of 
Latitude, where the Heat of the Sun conluming the 
upper Parts, they lighten and wafte in Time: Yet 
there is a perpetual Supply from the northern Parts, 
which will fo continne as long as it pleafes the 
Author of all Beings to keep things in their pre- 
fent State.

Obfervations of the Longitude, Latitude, and the De^
clination of the Magnetic Needle, at Prince of
Wales’s Forr, Churchill Riven

Having obferved the apparent 
Time of an Emerfion of Jupiter*s firft 
Satellite at Fort Churchill, on Saturday 
the 20th of March laid 1741-2, at

C c 2 !
u » t*Hi Ê .5

II 55 50

l find



( 204 )
I find the fame Emerfion happened 

at London, by Mr. Pound’s Tables,com­
pared with fome Emerfions actually 
obferved in England near the fame 
Time at,

Whence the horary Difference of J 
Meridians, between Fort Churchill r 6 19 20
and London, comes out - - - J

Which converted into Degrees of ) 
the Equator, gives for the Diftance J* 940 50' 
of the fame Meridians - - - - \

Wherefore, fince the Time at London was later in 
Denomination than that at Churchill, it follows that, 
according to this Obfervation, Churchill is 94 De­
grees 50 Minutes in Longitude weft of London.

I took feveral other Obfervations, which agreed 
one with another to lefs than a Minute, but this I 
look upon as the moft diftinft and beft.

The Obfervation was made with a good 15 Foot 
ref rafting Telefcope, and a two Foot Refleftor of 
Gregory's Kind, having a good Watch of Mr. Gra­
ham’s that I could depend upon ; for I have frequent 
Opportunities of difcovering how much its Variation 
amounted to, and conftantly found its daily Devia­
tion or Error to be 15 Seconds too flow ; by which 
means it was as ufeful to me for all Purpofes, as if 
it had gone moft conftantly true without any Change. 
This Watch I kept in my Fob in the Day, and in 
Bed in the Night, to preferve it from the Severity 
of the Weather ; for I obferved, that all other 
Watches were fpoiled by the extreme Cold.

I have found, from repeated Obfervations, a Me­
thod of obtaining the true Time of the Day at Sea, 
by taking eight or ten different Altitudes of the Sun 
or Stars, when near the Prime Vertical, by Mr.

1 Smiths' s

1
h 9 *n- u. U
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Smith’s or Mr. Hadley’s Quadrant, which I have 
pra&ifed thefe three or four Years paft, and never 
found from the Calculations, that they differed one 
from another more than io or 15 Seconds of Time. 
This Certainty of the true Time at Sea is of greater 
Ufe in the Practice of Navigation, than may appear 
at firft Sight -, for you thereby not only get the Va­
riation of the Compafs without the help of Alti­
tudes, but likewife the Variation of the Needle from 
the true Meridian, every time the Sun or Star is 
feen to tranfit the fame. Alfo having the true Time 
of Day or Night, you may be fure of the Meridian 
Altitude of the Sun or Star, if you get a Sight 15 or 
20 Minutes before or after it paffes the Meridian ; 
and the Latitude may be obtained to lefs than five

I
 Minutes : With feveral other Ufes in aftronomical 

Obfervations -, as the Refra&ion of the Atmofphere, 
and to allow for it, by getting the Sun’s apparent 
Rifing and Setting, which any body is capable of 
doing, and from thence you will have the Refraétion.

If we had fuch a Telefcope contrived as Mr. Smith 
recommends to be ufed on Shipboard at Sea, now 
we can have an exatft: Knowledge of the true Time of 
the Day or Night from the above Inflruments and 
agood Watch, we fhould probably be able toobferve 
the Eclipfes of the firft Satellite of Jupiter, or any 
other Phenomenon of the like Kind, and thereby 
find the Diftance of Meridians, or Longitude at 
Sea.

The Variation of the Magnetic Needle, or Sea- 
Compafs, obferved by me at Churchill in 1725, (as 
in N°. 393 of the Philofophical Pranfactions for the 
Months of March and April 1726.) was at that time 
north 21 Degrees wefterly, and this Winter I have 
carefully obferved it at the fame Place, and find it 
no more than 17 Degrees, fo that it has differed 
about one Degree in four Years j for in 1738, Ï

ob-
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ferved it here, and found its Declination 18 De- 
grees wefterly. I have carefully obferved, and made 
proper Allowance for the Sun’s Declination and 
Refra&ion, and find the Latitude here to be 58 
Degrees 56 Minutes north : But in mod Parts of 
the World, where the Latitudes are fixed by Sea­
men, they are for the moft part falfiy laid down, 
for want of having regard to the Variation of the 
Sun’s Declination, which, computed at a diftant 
Meridian, when the Sun is near the Equator, may 
make a great Error in the Sun’s rifing and fetting 
Azimuths, &c.

Thefe things I thought proper to take notice of, 
as they may be of Service to Navigators, and the 
Curious in natural Inquiries.

The foregoing Relation having been given by Capt. Middle- 
ton to the late worthy Prefident of the Royal Soc iety, Sir 
Hans Sloane, Bart, he was pleafed to communicate the fame to 
the Society, and at the fame time, as the [furviving Truftee 
of the late Sir Godfrey Copley, to nominate Capt. Middleton to 
receive this Year the Prize Medal, given annually by the 
Royal Society, in confequence of Sir Godfrey's Benefaftion ; 
and the fame was accordiugly prefented to the Captain on St. 
Andrew's Day laft, 1742.

7}
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Several ABBREVIATIONS which are made 
JJfe of in the following Logg Journal explained.

L. W. at the Top of Col. 2. {lands for Let Way>
where the Numbers exprefs Degrees.

H. at the Top of Col. 3. {lands for Hours.

K. at the Top of Col. 4. {lands for Knots.

F. at the Top of Col. 5. {lands for Furlongs^ or the 
eighth Fart of a Mile.

Sd. Sounded.

Sqs. Squalls.

A. M. Ante Meridiem, or in the Morning.

P. M. Poft Meridiem, or in the Evening.

F. T. S. Fore Top Sail.

M. T. S. Main Top Sail.

X. Longit. Difference of Longitude.
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Thurfday, 
July i, 1742.

Obf. Lat.
Co\ 00'.

Lat.byAc. 
Co0. 4'.

L.W. H.

1 1 1 * F. Courfe. Winds.

2

4

6

8

1 0
—

1 2

2
—

4

6

5

6

6

? N.E. by N. S. S. E.

18

10 6 3

! 12
1 6 2 S. E. by S.

*

TRANSACTIONS, ÜV.

Light Airs, variable and moderate fair Weather.

Ditto hazy. Made Signal to weigh.
»

Ditto hove fhort. All clear for Sea. At half pa ft eight weighed. 
At nine got out of the Harbour of Churchill River.

Sent the Boat on Shore with the Packet for Home. Braced to for 
our Boat and Tender.

Put a Cable and one of the Tender’s Anchors on Board of her, 
which we had borrowed for Mooring, two of our own being broken.

At 11 our Boat returned on Board. The New Fort bore S. W. 
Dift. 3 Leag. Sounded 17 Fathoms. At 1 bore away, the Tender 
in Company.

At 2 Do. Fort bore S. W. by W. Dift. 4 Leagues.

Sounded 20, 15, and 24 Fathoms.

At 5 founded 25. 26 Fathoms. Set the Forefail.

Sounded, no Ground at 40 Fathoms. Set Top-gallant-fail. Saw 
feveral Pieces of Ice.

Hazy Weather.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don, 940. 
17'. W.

X. Longi­
tude from 
Churchill,
o°. 43'. E.

Variation.1 
N.i 8°.W.

Wind, Weather, and Remarks as above. Our Courfe made from Churchill Harbour’s Mouth, including the Bearing and Diftance as above, is N, 
S30. E. Diftance 89 Miles. Departure 21, 9 Miles.

And therefore D°. River bore off at Noon, 5. 15°. W. 30 Leagues 1 Mile,

■ ' r -A..' _______ ____



Fr May, 
July 2d,

1742.

Obf. Lat. 
62°. Of'.

Latitude 
by Acc. 
62°. 01'.

B markable Ôhfer-vations on Board his Majejly" s Ship Furnace, from Churchill towards Ne Ultra on a Difcovery.
TRANSACTIONS, fc>V.L.W. r K. F. Courfe. Winds.

2 6 * N. E. by N. S. by E. '

4 5 -

■> 7
*

8 t 3 S. S. E.

IC 7

i 2 6 5

2 5 6

4 6 r

I 1 6 32 E. by N. S.E. by S.

I ( 8 3 6 E. S. S. E.

! i (C 0
0 6

I I i 2 4 4 E. by N. S. by E.

Shortned Sail for Tender.

Ditto hazy.

Sounded 63 Fathoms.

Frefti Gales and hazy.

Shortned Sail for the Tender.

Sounded 43 Fathoms rocky. In one Reëf F. T. S,

54 Fathoms to 50. Set Fore-fail.

Sounded 46 to 42 Fathoms.

At 5 made 3 Iflands in Latitude 6i°. 40'. the Weftermoft N. W. by N. the Éafter- 
moft N. W. by N. Diftance 3 Leagues. Sounded 27 Fathoms,

Sounded 43 Fathoms, flicking Ground.

Sounded 43 Fathoms, foft Ground.

Sounded 45 Fathoms. Up Fore-fail.

Longitude 
from Lon- 
don 9 2°.
42'. W.

X. Longi­
tude 2°.
I S'. E.

Variation 
N.zi0. W.

Wind, Weather and Remarks as above. Our Courfe made, allowing for Lee Way and Variation, is N. 20°. E. Dift. 128 Miles. Depart. 45,7 Miles. At 5 this 
Morning made 3 Iflands, diftant from us about three Leagues ; being hazy, and the Wind on the Shore, wé could not come any nearer, nor fee the Main Land,

At Noon Churchill River’s Mouth bore off us S. 21°. W. Diftant 65 Leagues.
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Saturday 
July 3d.

cr
hi

Latit. by
AcC, ;6

41'.

Obf. Lat. 
62°. 47'.

L.W. H. K. F- Courfe. Winds.

1 1 ? 3 5 E. S. S. E.

I ( 4 2 6 E. N. E. S. E.

8 6 3

15 8 1
1

6 E. half S.
s. by e. 
s. S. E.

10 1 5 E. by N. S. E. by S.

15 1 2 1 2 N.E.b. E.I E2 S. E.

2 2
I I 2 I

4 N. e. by n.

S. E« Al.Calm.

8 4 3 S. E. by S. N.E.byN.

8 6 A 3 Ditto Ditto ,

8 8 6 A N. by E. E. by N.

1 1 10 5 N. N. E. E.

I 2

,
1 3 3. E. 1 E.

TRANSACTIONS, fsfe.

Moderate and hazy.

Ditto founded 45 Fathoms.

Wet foggy Weather. Bore down to the Tender N. N. E. a Miles. Sounded 52 Fa­
thoms. Fired 1 Gun.

Bore down two dalles to ditto. Fired 6 Guns.
Foggy. ^Sounded 56 Fathoms. A great Swell from Southward.

Light Airs. Wet Fogg. 4 Guns. Sounded 44 Fathoms.

Sounded 43 Fathoms. Soft Clay. 2 Guns for the Tender.

At 1 tack’d. Sounded 48 Fathoms. 3 Guns for ditto. 30 Fathoms. 4 more Guns for 
keeping in Company.

4 Guns thefe 2 Hours for the Tender. Sounded from 43 to 49 Fathoms.

1 Gun for ditto. At half an Hour paft 5 tack’d. Frelh Gales.

At 6 faw Land, being an Ifland from N. by E. to E. by N.

A frelh Gale. The E. End of the faid Ifland bore N. E. the W. End N. by W. the 
nearefl; Diftance 4 Leagues. At 10 tack’d. 15 Fathoms. Stony Ground 5 or 6 Miles oft 
the faid Ifland.

At Noon the Eaftmofl: Point of the faid Ifland bore E. the Weftmoft Point N. by E. 
the nearefl Point N. N. E. 5 Miles diflant.

Longitude
frorn Lon­
don 9 1 °.
43'- W.

X. Longi­
tude 8°. 
17'. E.

Variation.
N.25°.W'.

Since lad Noon Wind and Weather for the moll part variable, with wet Foggs. At 8 this Morning made an Ifland in Latit 63°. 00'. N and Longit. ^omtheMen- 
d'rn of London 910. 40'. It is very probable that this Ifland is what Fox calls Brook Cobham. It is about 8 Leagues long, and 3 Leagues broa . P Diftance
and good Sounding. It lies near N. W. and S. E. by Compafs lengthwife, Much Snow on it. My Courfe, Lee-way and Variation allow d, is N. 36 . E. D.ltancs

46 Miles, Depart. 27 Miles.
At Noon Churchill River bore from us S, 24. W, Dift, 83 Leagues,

OO
w



'Sunday, 
Ju;y 4 en,

Obf. Lat 
62°. 58'.

Latit. by 
Acc. 63°. 
02'.

"Remark.',hie Obf erasetiens on Board his Me Jeffs Ship Furnace, from Churchill towards Ne Ultra on a Difeonsery.
L.W. H. K. F. Courte. Winds. T R A S A C T I O N S. &c.

15 2 I 4 is E. byE X.E.byE. A1 molt calm. At half paft 12 founded 29, 31, 34 Fathoms. At 2 the E. End of 
Brook Cobham bore N. E. by E. Dift. 4 or 5 Leagues.

4 Calm. At 4 the S. End of ditto bore N. E. half E. Dift. 5 Leagues. Sold dead Mens Clothes.

6 1 3 E. by S. W. N.W. Sounded 35 Fathoms. At 6 the E. End of ditto bore N. E. 7 or 8 Miles diftant. The 
Northmoft Point N. by W. diftant 8 or 9 Leagues. Sounded 30 Fathoms, foft Ground.

8 I 3 E. At 8 founded 33, 35, 40 Fathoms, ditto Ground. Light Airs and fmooth Water.

10 3 E. by N. Sounded 40 Fathoms, ditto Ground.

12 3 2 X. N.W. Out 1 Reef of the Top-fail. Sounded 45, 46 Fathoms. At 12 the Illand bore W, 
S. W. 7 or 8 Leagues. Set the Fore-fail and Stay-fails.

a 3 3 E. N. E. N. A fine Gale and fmooth Water. Sounded 54, 55 Fathoms Water.

11 41 3 3
Fair Weather. Sounded 52, 60 Fathoms.

5 6 3 4 E. X. N. E. Ditto fair and pleafant. At half paft five fet Main-fail. Sounded 60 Fathoms.

11 8 3 2 E. ~ S. Cloudy hazy Weather. At 7 up Main-fail for the Tender. Sounded 75, 74 Fathoms.

10 3 3 S.E. by E Ditto Weather. Bore down to the Tender 5 Glafles,

28 12 1 4 E. by N. N. by E. A fmall Breeze, and clear Weather.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don 8q°. 
55'. W.

X. Longi­
tude 50. 
05'. E.

Variation
obf.
N.270.W.

We have had chiefly light Gales, and variable Weather. Our Courte, Lee-way and Variation allowed, is E. zo9. N, Dift, 54 Miles, Depart, £1 Miles, 
At Noon Churchill River’s Mouth bore S. 33P. W, Dift. 95 Leagues.

(4 
5



Monday,
July 5cil-

Obf. Lat. 
fy0.. 14'.

Latit by 
.Acc. 63°. 
14'.

Remarkable CJbJer^vartons on xiuuru r^rr -

L.W. H. K. F. | Courfe. Winds. TRANSACTIONS, Cfc.

22 2L 3 e. by N. n. by e. Light Airs, and fair Weather.

22 4 i E. N. E. N. Ditto. Sounded 80 Fathoms.

22 6 4 E. B. S. N. N. E.
Almoft calm. Sounded 80 Fathoms.

23 8 1 A frefli Gale, and Squalls. In 1 Reef of the Top-fail. At half paft 8 tack’d. 1 Gun. 
Handed Fore-top-fail.

28 10 2 6 N.w.byw. n. e. byN. Hazy. Set Fore-top-fail. Sounded 75 Fathoms. A great Sea from the Eaftward,

28 12 2 6 Ditto Weather. Sounded 75 Fathoms.

28 2 2 6 N.b. w.fw Sounded 75 Fathoms.

At 3 faw a Head-land on the N. Side of the Wellcome. Bore N. W. by N, 7 or 8 
Leagues diftant. Sounded 70 Fathoms. Out all Reefs. Set fmall Sails,22 4 1 7 n . by w. n. e. byE.

28 6 1 4 Little Wind and hazy. At 5 founded 70 Fathoms.

22 8 1 6 N.b.w.iw . Sounded 72 Fathoms.

I I 10 2 N.w.by n. Little Wind. Sounded 60, 43 Fathoms.

I I 1 2 2 The Weftmoft Part of do. Land in Sight N. W. by W. 6 or 7 Leagues. The Eaftmoft 
N. by E. 5 Leagues. Sounded 42, 3 5 Fathoms.

Longitude 
from Zow- 
don, go°. 
50'. W.

Dit. from 
Churchill 
River 40.
1 o'. E.

Variation
obferved
N. 3o°.W.

Wind, (sfr. as before. Our Courfe, allowing for Lee-way and Variation, is W. 330. N. Dift. 30 Miles. Depart. 25 Miles. Off the Head-land I tried the Tide fe- 
veral Times, and found it 2 Miles an Hour from N. E. by E. by Compafs, one Day before the Full Moon. I take it to be the Flood from the Eaftward, but have not 
ftop’d any where to go on Shore. Sounded 23 Fathoms, 3 Leagues off Shore. Should have lent my Beat a-fhore here, but find it is coming foggy. This Head-land is 
.in Latitude 63°. 20'. N. Longit. from London 910. oo'. W. or 40. E. from Churchill,

At Noon Churchill River’s Mouth bore S, 250, W, Dift, 94 Leagues,
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Tuefday, 
July 6th.

Lat. obf.
63°. 16'.

Latit. by 
Acc. 63°. 
16'.

Remarkable Obf creations on Board bis Mojefy s Ship Furnace, from Churchill River towards Ne Ultra.
TRANSACTIONS, &c.L.W. H. K. F-| Courfe. Winds.

1 I 2 2 4 N.w.by N. N.E.by n.

1 1 4 2
j
N.s. b.E.lE

( 1 N. E.by e . n. b. w.

15 8 1 6 E. L-N. n. by e.

15 IC 2 3 e. by n. n. by e.

U i 2 3 3 E. N. N E.

15 2 2 3 E.by n. n. by e.

»
22 4 i 4- E. \ N.

I 2 C 1
e> E.

N. w. by w.
N. N. E.
N. by e.

I 2 i 2
3 N. N. E. N.

I I 1C i E. N. N. E.

I I 1 2 1 6 E. N. E. N-

Moderate Weather. Sounded 42, 40, 42, 38, 38, 35, 38, 35 Fathoms.

Ditto. At half paft a tack’d. At half paft 3 tack’d. The Eaftmoft Part of the 
Headland in Sight N. by E. The Weftmoft W. by S. neareft Dift. 4 or 5 Leagues.

Working along Shore, the Flood from the N. E. by N. and Ebb from S. W. by S. 
Sounded 23, 33 Fathoms.

Sounded 32 Fathoms. The Ifland of Brook Cobham is in Sight, and bears W. by S. 
9 Leagues. Set up Top-gallant-fails.

At 10 the Eaftmoft Part of the Head-land in Sight bore N. W. 4 or 5 Leagues. 

At xi in' with the Small-fails. Sounded 60 Fathoms, Moderate and clear. 

Moderate and hazy. Sounded 73 Fathoms.

Ditto Weather. At 4 founded 78 Fathoms.

At 5 tack’d. Sounded 78, 70 Fathoms. Lowered the fmall Boat, and tried the Tide, 
which fet N. N. E. Two Fathoms at 6.

At half paft 7 tack’d. Sounded 70 Fathoms. At 8 the Eaftmoft Part of the above 
Head-land W. N. W. half N. Dift. 8 or 9 Leagues.

Almoft calm.

Hazy. Set the Top-gallant-fails, unbent the Jibb, and altered the Foot to make it 
ftand, being too deep by Leach j and fcrap’d the Six-oar’d Boat.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don 89°.
44'. W.

X. LonNtJ
50. 16'. E.

Var. obf. 
n.3o°.w:

Since laft Noon light Airs and variable Weather. Our Courfe made, with the above Allowance, is E. 5°. N. Dift. 31 Miles, Depart. 30 Miles. Lat. Longit. 
Variation as per Margin. Clofe in with the before-menticgied Head-land I found the Tide run two Miles an Hour from the N. E. by E. which I take to be the blood, 
By the flack Tide, from feveral Tryals, I found it to flow near W, or W. by N. having a full Moon this Day,

At Noon Churchill River bore S. 31°. W. Dift, 99 Leagues,

W"c-cJ n f f ,r , . f Winds.
Chortcm r.l Sail tcjir the Tende

Froiin /-o«-
8 8°.
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Remarkable (Jbjervatiotts on jsoara

Wednef- 
day, July 
the 7th.

Latit. by 
Acc. 63 
39'.

L.W. H. K. F. Courfe. | Winds.

I I 2 2 N. E. N. N. W.

4 3 2 N. N. E. \V. N . W.

5 6 3 4 e. by S. n.e. by n.

11 8 3

5 ] 0 2 5 e .by s.-Js.

8 t 2 2 4 m. by w. n• E. by e.

a 2 3 N. E. N. E.

I 2 4 2 6 s. e. by e. n.E. by e .

I 2 6 1 2 E. S. E. N. E.

I I i 1 6

11 IC 2 4 E. N. N. E.

11 ; 2 1 5 e. by n N. by E.

£77/ /7/JJ.r±i*jc-j^ •> ^TTTrp -«- ---:--, ----—--- —----- ---—---
TRANSACTIONS, ÜV.

Variable hazy Weather. Shortened Sail for the Tender.

Ditto. Sounded 65 Fathoms.

Ditto, and wet and foggy. Sounded 60 Fathoms.

Ditto, foggy. Sounded from 70 to 75 Fathoms.

Ditto, foggy. Sounded 70 Fathoms. 1 Gun. Tack’d. Sounded 68 Fathoms.

Ditto, foggy. Sounded 70 Fathoms,

At half paft 1 tack’d. 1 Gun. Sounded 60 Fathoms,

Hazy. Cleared up a little. Shortened Sail for the Tender. Sounded 78, 76, 73 Fathoms. 

Ditto, hazy. Soft flicking Ground. 72, 70 Fathoms.

Ditto. 71, 73 Fathoms. Soft Ground.

Ditto, hazy. Sounded 8 5, 90 Fathoms.

Ditto. Sounded 90 Fathoms. Hazy light Airs. Wind.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don 88°.
38'. W.

X. Longi­
tude 6°.
22 . E.

Variation 
N.3 t°.W.

Very foggy Weather for the moft Part, with light Gales. Our Courfe made, allowing for Lee -way and Variation, is E. 38°. N. Dift. 38 Miles. Depart. 30 Miles, 
I have tried the Tides feveral Times flnce I was in Shore off Brook Cobham, and find little or none. This may be owing to the Diftance from the Land, as we find it in 
other Places. I have feen no Whales, nor large Fifh of any Sort as yet, except one white Whale, no bigger than a Grampus, and four or five Seales,

At Noon Churchill River bore S, 3a0. W. Diff, no Leagues.

( 7 )



: JSi W?-*

Thurfday, 
July 8th.

Latit. obf.
63». 5 j'.

Remarkable Obfer-votlons on Board his Mejejiys Ship Furnace, from Churchill towards Ne Ultra.
TRANSACTIONS, &c.

Latit. by 
Acc. 64.°. 
04''.

L.W.; H.i K, F. Courfe. Winds.

5 2 I 5 E. N. E. N.

5 4 2 3 N . E . N. N . W.

5 6 3 E. b. N N • n. by e.

5 8 2 6

5 10 2 e. by n. N.

5 12 2 e. by s. n.e.by n.

5 2 1 6 N. by W. n.e.by e.

3 4 1

6 Calm.
1

8 ditto.

10 ditto.

12
h

Hazy. Little Wind. Sounded 92 Fathoms, Soft.

Ditto. Sounded 90 Fathoms.

Saw a large Ledge of Ice to the Northward of us. Sounded 8a, 83 Fathoms, 

Ditto, and hazy. Sounded 82 Fathoms, foft Ground.

Ditto. Sounded 83 Fathoms. Ditto Ground.

Ditto. Sounded 83, 88 Fathoms. Tack’d at 12,

Light Airs. Sounded 80 Fathoms to 74.

Almoft calm. Saw the N. Side of the Wellcome, and much Ice in Shore. The near- 
eft Part of the Land N. W. about 7 or 8 Leagues,

Tryed the Tide ; it fet E. N, E. 2 Fathoms.

Light Air. Hazy, Exercifed our fmall Arms. The Weftmoft Land on the N. Side 
N. W. The neareft Diftance 7 or 8 Leagues. Sounded at Noon 57 Fathoms.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don 88°. 
co'. W.

X.Longit. 
70. oo'. E.

00

Variation 
obf. 340.
W.

Have had for the moft part little Wind. Weather hazy with Calms, and much Ice all to the Northward of us, clofe in Shore for feveral Leagues off. Our Courfe, al« 
lowing Lee-way and Variation, is N. 32°. E. Dift. 30 Miles. Depart. 16, 7 Miles.

At Noon Churchill River bore S, 350. W, Dift, 120 Leagues. Sailing 5 Leagues off Shore, which lyeth E. by N. in 38 Fathoms,

-■/-hi W. N". -W. along a Ledge of Ice.
W 1 tcrrcl our Courfe for Ice--



Friday, 
July 9th.

Obf. Lat. 
64°. 51'.

r>

Lat .by Ac.
64°. 50'.

L.W. H.I K.
I
I

F.
5
5

1 Courte. Winds.

2 E. by N.
E. by s. W. N. W.

4 2

6 2 }

8 2 1 s.w. by w.

? 0 3 ?

1 2 3

2 2 6 s.w. by w.

4 ; E. by S.

6 3

1 8 3 N. E. \ N .

io 2 2 n.e. by N.

1 2 2 6
1

N . by E .
«

TRANSACTIONS, &c.
Sailing along a Ledge of Ice. Sounded 72 Fathoms.
Altered our Courfe for Ice. 1 Gun. Shortened Sail.

Sounded 38 Fathoms, in Sight of the North Shore.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don, 86°.‘
34'. W.

Made Sail. The Tender came up with us. Sounded 43 Fathoms to 54. The Weft- 
moft Land in Sight from W. N. W. to N. E. by E. the neareft 7 Leagues.

Pafled fcveral Pieces of Ice. I Gun to alter Courfe. Set Top-gallant-fail. Fair but hazy.

At 9 founded 80 Fathoms.

Much Ice a-head. In Sight of the North Shore.

X. Longi­
tude from 
Churchill, 
R. 8°. ï6\
E.

Palled much Ihatter’d Ice. Sounded 68 Fathoms. Saw the E. Side of the Welcome 
S. by E. to N. E. by E. the neareft Dift.ince four Leagues. Low even Land. The Weft 
Side bore at the fame Time from W. N. W. to N. in Sight, the neareft Diftance 7 or 8 
Leagues. The Welcome is 11 or 12 Leagues broad here.

Sounded 44, 45, 45, 47, 37, 35, 37, 44 Fathoms.

Entered a large Ledge of Ice, failing amongft it. Very hazy, At 12 thick Fogg. Laid 
to for the Tender. Fired 1 Gun. Sounded 74 Fathoms.

At 12 the Tender came up with us. Continued lying to till the Weather clear’d up. Variation.
I N.34°.W.

Winds, Weather, ©V. as per Logg. Our Courfe fail’d, allowing Variation, is N. 36e*. E. Dift. 62 Miles, Depart. 37 Miles. We find very good Soundings all 
çjong both Shores at 2 or 3 Leagues Diftance. Little or no Tide here on the S. Shore. Being fall jamm’d up in Ice, we have no Opportunity of getting on Shore to try 
the Height of the Tides. The Wellcome full of Ice from Side to Side,

At Noon Churchill River bore S. 36°. W. Dût. 136 Leagues.



Saturday 
July io.

Cbf. Lat.
6j°. oo'.

Latitude 
by Acc. 
65°. 01'.

Remarkable Obfervations on Board bis Majejly's Ship Furnace, on a Difcovcry in North America.
L.W. H. K. 'F. Ccurfe. ! Winds, T R A N S A C T I O N S, &c.

7.
"1—

_ !
Up 5. E. by S. off E. S. E. Weather foggy. At half paft 1 the Fogg clear’d up a 

little. Made fail towards the N, Shore amongft failing Ice. Much Ice all round.

4 2 | N. b. W„ s w.byw. At 2 founded 65 Fathoms. Tried the Tide. SetN. E. by E. 1 Mile and Hour. At 4 
made Signal to grapple to the Ice. fired 2 Guns.

t
At 3 grappled both Ship and Tender to one large Piece, to keep off from the Lee Shore, 

the Wind blowing on the South Side.

.> I At 8 fet the Land on both Sides of the Wellcome, the E. Shore or South, from S. S. E.
round to N, E. by E. the W. or N. Shore from W. to N. the neareft Dift. 6 or 7 Leagues.

1' The S. Side dift. 5 Leagues. Filled all our empty Calks with frefh Water, gathered from 
off the Ice we were grappled to.■C

I 2 Seme Rain, and foggy. Sounded 58 Fathoms.

2 Fair but hazy. A frefh Gale at S. W. by S. driving all the Ice we came through upon 
us, joined all faft to both Shores. Sounded 56 Fathoms.

4 At 4 founded 46, 45 Fathoms. ,

6 At 5 founded 49 Fathoms. At 6 founded 51 Fathoms. Frefh Gales and hazy.

8 At 8 got down Top-gallant Yards. Sounded 50 Fathoms.

to s.w. by s Sounded 53 Fathoms. Ditto hazy, and freth Gales.

i 2 Sounded 55 Fathoms.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don 86°.
1 o'. W.

X. Long,
from
Churchill M
R. 8°. O
50'. E.

Variation
N.j6u.W.

Have had for the moft Part hazy and foggy Weather. Inclofed among much heavy Ice. We are ufmg Means to prevent being forc’d on Shore, by making faft to the 
largeft Piece we have been able to come at, and thereby hinder our feparating. By frequent Tryals with the Current Logg, I cannot perceive either Flood or Ebb to run 
Jnere on the South Side. Our Way made by driving in the Ice with the Wind, allowing Variation, is N. E. about 15 Miles. Our Latit. and Longit. as above. So hazy 
mat we cannot fee the Weft Shore. The Eaft Shore is from S. by W. to N. by E. in Sight. We drive E. N. E. by Compafs, and are not above 3 Leagues from the 
JEaftern Shore, bet hope the Ice will fill between us and it, to prevent our being on the Shore j for we are not able to help ourftjves, till the Wind Ihifts or falls calm.



l:vvpt-AV V*'»«Co -wr; Vvv
tvicxe on tVio üovivVv. i>uiu.

'Mii fctàtu^uli Viitt Un. Y/ wAl SUy
Re

Sunday, 
July it.

Lat. obf. 
65'. iT.

Latit. by 
Agc, dit.

L.W. H. 'K. F. Courfe. Winds.

2

4

6 s. s. w.

8 s. w.

to Ditto

1 2 Ditto

2 Ditto.

4

6

8

10

t 2

072 Cl SS/Jt U'UCfj l ft IN Ui tu /iiuôi iCu*

TRANSACTIONS, &c.
The Current fet N. E. by Ë. 4 Fathoms. Sounded 47. At z founded 54 Fathoms.

Sounded 47, 45 Fathoms,

A freih Gale, and hazy at 4,

Ditto hazy. Sounded 48, 44 Fathoms.

Sounded 44, 45 Fathoms. Continued driving in on the S. Shore. Foggyi.

Sounded 46, 44 Fathoms. A wet Fogg.

Foggy. Sounded 43, 42, ffony and rocky Ground,

A thick wet Fogg and Rain, Sounded 43 Fathoms.

Wet Fogg. Sounded 43, 40 Fathoms, rocky and ftony.
■* •

A very thick Fogg and Rain. At 7 founded 38 Fathoms. Tide fets N.N.E. 4 Fathoms.

At 10 the Tide fet E. 6 Fathoms. Sounded 28 Fathoms. At fame Time cleared up a 
little. Found ourfelves within a Miles of the S. Shore. It pleafed God that it came calm, 
and the Ice opened as ufually it does. We warp’d off from the Shore, by carrying out 
Warps and Grapplings over the Ice, fattening the Grapplings to a Piece of lee. The 
Tender did the fame*

Longitude 
from Lon­
don 84°. 
45'. W. ‘

X. Long*
from
Churchill
R 9

Have had freih Gales and Calms by Turns, with Rain and Wet Foggs. Much Ice in the Wellcome all round, arid from Side to Side, and for ten Leagues to the Wind­
ward of Us. It is now calm, and we are working from the Shores, and can make but little Way till the Wind ihifts to favour us. Our Drift fince the laft Noon, when 
Variation is allowed, has been 13 Miles N. E. making us in Latit. and kongit. as per Margin. At Noon being calm, we are ufing all poffible^ Means to get from the 
Shores 5 the Tide fetting conftantly to the Ealtward, we ihall endeavour to get over towards Whalebone Point, to try for a Strait or Paffage, according to my Inftruftions^ 
as foon as Ice and Wind will permit.

Variation.
N.363.W-



EfcSSnjCJXVSr • :

'Monday,

Obf. I at 
65°. 3o'.

Latit. by 
Acc. dit.

Bern rhihle Ohfer-v 'thns on "Board his Mrjejly s Ship Furnace, on a D if: ornery in North America.
TL..W. H. K. F.

__
j Comfe. | Winds. T R A X SECTIONS &c.

2 Continue warping and failing among the Ice without Poles, being quite calm.

A Ditto. ■Sounded 31 Fathoms.

6 4 In'. N. W N. E. An Air. Set the Stay-fails. Up Top Gallant-yards. Set the Sails. Rowing, warping, 
and fetting the Ice opened. Towing with our Boat a-head.

<
«. 1 Ice opened more. Continued as above,

I c At 9 grappled to flay fit our Tender 4 Miles off Shore. This E. Side lyeth by Com- 
pafsN. N. fe. and S. S. W. low even land.

T .
|

At 11 cafl off our Grapplings, and made fail. The Tender came up with us.

2 4
At 2 grappled to a large Piece. A thick Fogg coming on, lent our Boat to help the 

Tender to the fame. By three got her fad to it affo.

4 1 4 N. N. E E. Sounded 35, 38 Fathoms. Fogg.

l E. S. E. Foggy. Sounded 39 Fathoms, driving N. E. 2 Fathoms,

8 1 E. At half pad 7 cad off our Grapplings. Clear’d up a little. Made one warp. Set Sails. * 
By 8 the Ice opened towards the North Shore.

it 3!1 4
Sailing amongd fhattered Ice over for the N. Shore. Sounded 43 Fathoms, halfWay 

between the two Shores,

_
1 : 3| 4

i

Sounded 49, 48, 46 Fathoms, grey Sand and Shells, with fome Stones. A fair Head­
land on the N. Shore, boreS. W. by S. The Eadmoll Land on ditto Shore N. E. the 
neared nigh 4 Leagues.

Lon/ntude
fr jm Lon-

5-. W.

X. Lono-i-u
tude q°.
05b E.

Variation
obf.
N-36°.W.

■Wind, Weather, &c, as/>srLogg. Our Way made, allowing for working among the Ice, is N. xi°. W. Did. 21 Miles, Depart. 4 Miles; therefore Latitude and 
Longitude as above. At Noon a fair Point, Cape, or Head-land appeared on the North Shore to the Northward of Whalebone Point, which bore from us 8- or 9 Leagues, 
as above in Latitude 65°. xo'. N. and Longit. from London by Account 86°. 06/ W. which I (hall name Cape Dobbs. And now we are (landing in for an Inlet or Strait, 
which makes a fair Opening N. W. from us ; though not very wide, to fecure our Ships from the continual Danger they muft be expofed to by lying in the Wdlcme,. or 
proceeding any .further until the Ice is gone; and if this cannot be done, we muft forthwith return,

............,
/ 2/ -3 / szj ivr - />v W. / r,ded 4.8 FV» StwT1!» Shells and imall Stone Cape itJo*** bears S. 'W-



■wn'ch maVtco iv ir
5fK'oc«cJ'u'^, any .fusOici

-r»»v»vt M - "W. frorrv ùti - 
uiiviV vVxc Lee it. t&um: j xvvA it LUii * Jic- /ipc^îriv,

X.W. H. K. V. Courfe. AVinde. TRANSACTIONS, Cfc.

2 3 2 n. by w. E . N. E . Hazy. Sounded 48 Fathoms, Sand, Shells, and fmall Stones. Cape Dobbs bears S. W. 
by S. 7 or S Leagues. The Eaftmoft Land on the N. Side of the Opening E. N. E. which

4 3 N. N. W.
makes this Bay 8 or 9 Leagues. The Entrance of the River N. W. by W. 4 Leagues.

Running in for the River amongft failing Ice. Lay’d to 1 Glafs for the Tender. Or­
dered her to lay to, or Hand off, till we could make the River, and then for her to fol­
low us. At 6 made the Signal for her to come in after us.

At 10 almoft calm. Much Ice. The Boat a-head, and Oars rowing, .,and towing to 
get out of the Ice to anchor in fome Place of Safety.

6 3 N.N.W

8 3

10

1 2 At 12 anchored on theN. Shore, within fome Iflands, to flop the Tide in 34 Fathoms. 
Much Ice driving down with the Tide of Ebb, and feveral Pieces come foul of us, tho’

2
we fleered all the Tide, and a whole Cable out, with all Hands fetting with Poles to fend 
off, and clear the Pieces of Ice as they take us.

4 Several Efquimeaux came along-fide in their Boats,

6 At 6 Low-water. Hove in the fhort Service.

Calm, Veered out the long Service.
At 10 fent the Lieutenant and the eight-oar’d Boat to found within fome Ifland about, 2 

or 3 Miles from us for a fafe Place to ride in, clear of the lee, which is fo apt to drive foul 
of us. Got the Sheet-cable bent. Many large Pieces of Ice come foul of us, and one 
brought the Anchor Home, but fhe brought up again. At 10 in the Morn, fent away the

1

u

1 2 _
Mailer with the Boat, to help the Tender in to anchor by us, out of the Way of the Tides 
and lee. She has driven down with the Ebb again, not being able to get out of the 
Mid-ftream for the Plenty of Ice, and Want of Wind.

T uefday, 
July i 3.

00

■The Weather, Wind, and other Remarks, as per Logg. Sounding and Depths of Water as beiow. At 6 entering the Inlet, which we now ftifpccl to be a River, 
•very good Soundings, no lefs than 16 Fathoms ; and moll of the Way as we go up 20, 30 and 44 Fathoms. It was juft Low-water as we entered. The Tide runs 3 or 
6 Miles an Hour. This River, which I chufe to name Wager River, in Honour of Sir Charles Wager, firft Lord Commiffioner of the Admiralty, at 4 or 5 Miles 
withift its Entrance, is 6 or 8 Miles wide. Four or five Leagues up, it is 4 or 5 Leagues wide. There are feveral Iflands in the Middle, and fome Rocks, which we hap­
pily efcaped at High-water. The Lands on both Sides as high as any in England. About 6 Leagues up, at our firft anchoring, the Tide runs not above 2 Miles an Hour. 
At xo in the Morning font the Matter with the Boat to help the Tender in to Anchor by us, out of the Tides and Ice. But ihe is driven down with the Ebb again, it 
being calm, and thick Ice furrounding her. The Soundings from the River’sMouth to our anchoring Place are, 16, 21, 24, 28, 25, 25,-25, 25, 24, 24, 21, 26, 28, 
27, 28, 34, 36, 44, 40, 40, 42, 40, 38, 39, 38, 35, 18, 14, 15, 25, 32, 40, 44, 42, 38, 33, 35, 36, 34, 34. Then anchored, Thefe were all taken in ths 
Mid-channel, as faft as we could through the Deep-fea Lead,



Wednef- 
day, July 
the 14th.

Remarkable Obfer<vétions on Board bis ï'dojrjly s Ship Furnace, in the Rinser Wager, in North America.
L.W. H. K. F, | Courfe. Winds.

2

4

(

£

IC

12

S. S. E.

—

—

2

4

t

—
é

l C

12

TRANSAC T IONS,

Light Airs. Fair moderate Weather,

At 4 weighed our beft Bower Anchor to get into a better Road, within fome Iflands, 
and found it broke, one Arm being gone. We went about four Miles higher up, and an­
chored in a Sound between fome Iflands and the N, Main, in 16 Fathoms j and moor’d 
with our broken Anchor near thofe Iflands,

The Tender got in to anchor by us. Much Ice continues driving along by us, feveral 
Pieces coming foul of us 5 but the Tide’s Run is fmall here, being more Eddy than Tide. 
We drew the beft Bower-fplice, and flufted it from the Starboard to the Larboard Side. 
At 7 fent away the Lieutenant with the eight-oar’d Boat, and nine Men, with Provifions 
for 48 Hours, to difeover this River, and to obferve the Courfe, Height, and Diredlion 
of the Tides. I fent the three Indians with them, to try if they knew any Part of the 
Land, or Country thereabouts,

i

-N

Thefe 24 Hours have had little Wind ; but much Ice driving down the River on the Ebb. The River above, as far as we can fee, is full of it from Side to Side. Many 
of the Savages came on Board us. I gave them Toys j but they had nothing to trade befides their old Clothes, and about 20 Gallons of Train-Oil, which we took 0$ 
them for the Carpenters and Boatfwains life.



oM Cio

Thurfday,
July *5-

Remarkable Ob/ervations on Board on his Majejly's Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, INortn America.
TRANSACTIONS, &c.L.W. H. K. F. [ Courfe. Winds.

2 S. E. by S.

4

6

8

'.0 £. S. E.

i 2

2

4

6

8

I o

I 2

Our People employed in ferving the Cables to fave them from the Ice, which drives in 
and out with the Tides.

Frelh Gales and cloudy.

Ditto,

Set our Filhing-nets, but took nothing. I went on Shore, and found the Rocks quite 
bore, except in fome few Places. In the Valleys a little fhort Grafs and Mofs, A little 
Scurvy-grafs amongft the Stones near High-water Mark. , Alfo fome Sorrel, which we 
brought on Board for our fxck Men. No Bulh nor Tree of any Kind.

Fre/h Gales at E. S. E. This Wind has driven the Ice out of the Wellcome into the 
River, and quite filled it,

Cl

Many of our Men are very bad of their old Difeafe, the Scurvey. Thofe who were on the Recovery, when we Capie from Churchill, are grown wcxfe again, fo that 
ope half of them are unferviceable,



Friday, 
July i6.

La tit. obf. 
6jD. 36'.

Remark lie Olfenuations on Board Ins Mcjejlys Slip Furnace, in the River Wager, North America.
L.W. H.. K. F. Courfe, Winds. T RANSACTION 8, fcfr.

2 E. S. E. A frefh Gale, and hazy. Our People bufy in coyling down the Cable in the Hold, and 
getting the fpare ditto to coyl between Decks.
. At 3 returned on board, got down the Top-gallant Yards.4

t Bent the beft Bower Cable to that which was our fpare Anchor. Much Ice driving 
down the River.

8 -....................... ■ v

IC Frefh Gales, Lowered our lower Yards a Port-land. Got the Boat up in the Tackles 
along-fide.

1 2 s e. by e. Hard Gales and Rain.

2 Ditto.

4
More moderate. Got up the Lower-Yards, and cleared the Decks,

6 Looftyl our Sails to dry.

8 Fair and clear.

10

12! Our People employed in drawing and knotting Yarns.

Wind, Weather, &c. as per Logg. This Wind forces all the Ice which is out at Sea into the River. I find that on the Full and Change Days the Tide in the 
Mouth of this River flows 5 Hours, and from 10 to 15 Feet Water. The Flood without comes from the Eafl: by Compafs the Courfe of the Land ; but in the Mid-chan­
nel E. N, E. by ditto, when I was with the Boat on fhore. I found a good Cove 10 or iz Fathoms Water in it, about z Miles from where we now lye, fit to fecure our 
Ships from the Ice before the Spring-tides oome on. Where we now are, we are obliged to keep all Hands up during the whole Ebb, and fending off the Ice with Pole» 
to fave our Cables,
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Saturday 
July 17.

eu

L.W. H. K. F. Courte. Winds.

2

4

6

8

10

1 2

2

4

6

8

10

( 2
1

'tmïKiVj™ VJ^en* 'iNortn'/imencâ^ 
TRANSACTIONS, &V.

At 1 P. M. the Lieutenant with the three Indians returned, having been up the River, 
as the Ice would permit them ; all above being fa ft from Side to Side. He found good 
Sounding in the Channel, 70 or So Fathoms. He likewife tryed the Tides, and found 
that the Flood came from S. up the River. I am preparing to go up that Way myfelf, to 
try if any other Outlet into the Sea or Wellcome can be found. He obferved the Tide to 
flow 13 Feet, being Neap Tides. The three Indians knew nothing of thefe Parts.

The River flill continues full of Ice,

At 6 made a Signal to unmoor. Fired i Gun.

At 8 unmoor’d. Got out Warps to warp the Ship into the Cove I mentioned above, to 
fecure her from the Ice before the Spring-tides put in.

Warping through amongft the Ice. The Difcovery’s Warp-anchor broke. Set the 
Fore-top-fail. A fmall Breeze.

fit fut this Morning I went away with the Boat and S Hands, and took the two Northern Indians with me, I ordered the Ship into the Ccve, to keep clear of the Icej»



Sunday, 
July i 8.

"Remarkable Ob formations on Board his Majejiy's Ship Furnace, in the Rinser Wager, in North. America.
L.W. H. K. F. Courfe. | Winds,

2 E. S. E.

4

t

8

10

i 2

2

Ai

6

8

10

i 2

TRANSACTIONS, &c.

At 2 P. M. got the Ship into the Cove. Anchor’d and moor’d in 9 and half Fathoms.

The Mafter and 8 Men got the Tender into the Cove, moor’d by the Ship. Served all 
our Ropes two or three Fathoms under Water, to keep the Ice from rubbing them.

Fine moderate clear Weather. Our People employed in fcraping the Outfide for tarring.

CO

w

By 8 this Morning got 15 Miles up the River, and found the Tide flowed 12 Feet, and that a Weft Moon makes a full Sea. The Flood comes in at the Mouth of the 
River where we entered, from the S, S. E. Our Indians killed 1 fmall Deer this Evening. At the Place where we lay, we heard feveral of the Ravages in the Wight 
making the fame odd Noifes as they ufually do when they fee Strangers : But none of them came near us.

-...................................... _____ ___
above. I



cr>VcrcJ , trom vhc S. . 1^. ‘ - ***'
~ o«A«A Noi£eo sx» tVkcy uCually cio mvUci» they fee bUiin^ci i i But none of them carne ncar «s.

Monday, 
July 19.

Bemarhabie Dbfervations on Board bis Majejly' s Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, North America.

TRANSACTIONS, &c.L.W. H. K.t F. j Courfe. Winds.

2

1 S. S. E.

6

8

10

i 2
—

2

4

6

S

1C

r 2
—

•

A fmall Breeze, with fine clear Weather. Our People employed as above. 

Ditto Weather. Paying the Ship’s Outfide with Tar,

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto, moderate,

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto, hazy Weather,

Ditto, with fome Rain.

The People employ’d in drawing and knotting Yarns,

Stayed the Fore and Main Top Maft, and fet up the Rigging,

VO

At 2 this Morning got all our Things into the Boat, and went up five Miles higher. We are about 24 Miles from the Ships, in a fmall River or Sound, about fix or 7 
Miles broad ; but how far it may go in Land we know not. The main River is here 6 or 7 Leagues broad ; but fo full of Ice, that we cannot get up much higher at 
prefent. All very high Land on both Sides. This River runs nearly N. by W. by Compafs, from three Leagues below the Ships. I went upon a higher Hill than any 
I have feen in England to take a View, and perceived the River grow narrower and narrower 8 or 10 Leagues higher ; but being at fuch a Diftance, and the Ice lying fo 
thick as not well to admit of our proceeding further, We got 5 other Deer we had killed into the Boat, and prepared to return to our Ships,



"Remarkable Ob fera} -étions on Roan

T uefday,
July 20.

L.W. H. K. F, Courfe. j Winds.

2

4 E. N. E.

6

8

IQ

I 2

2

4 N. N. W.

6

8

10'

i 2 «
i

d bis Mcjejiy s Ship Furnace, in the Ri-vêr Wager, North America." 
TRANSACTIONS, &c.

Some of our People employed about the Rigging ; and the reft filling Water.

Much Ice. The Place where our Ships lay before we got them into tire Cove is quite 
fail of it.

Variable Weather.

At half paft 3 returned on board, and brought fix Deer with us, which the Indians had 
{hot whilft we were making Obfervations.

i

A fmall Breeze, and hazy.

At 5 all Hands at work in clearing the Ice off our Ropes,

i

The People employed in feraping the Mafts, &c. At 7 I went down the River, to try ; 
if I could find any Place to harbour the Ships in near the River’s Mouth, in cafe we 
fhould be taken fhort in going out ; and to fee if the Wellcome was any Tiling cleared of
Ice.

I returned on Board, and brought the Deer as above. Gave Part to the Tender, and the reft to our fick People gratis, or over-and-above their Allowance. It was 
very ftrange, that in this Sicknefs, even a Day or two before they died, they would eat their whole Allowance, and a great deal more if they could get it. I found the 
Land where I was on Shore very bare, fcarce any Thing but Rocks of the Marble kind. But in the Valleys there are many large frefli Lakes, a good deal of Grafs, and 
great Plenty of Deer. Upon the leaft Ifland that can be feen, there are not lefs than 4 or 6 Deer, each as bigas a Horfe of iz or 13 Hands high j the aforefaid little 
River I therefore named Deer Sound, Here are alfo Store of Ducks, and other Water-fowl. We faw fome Whales in this Sound.

^ r - /JL. xv. jqr.

—/-!
R. A N S A C T T

Clear Wcathc >cople employe! about the Ship’s Riggins and Mails.
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Wednef-
day,
July 2i.

Remarkable ObJ~er<vations on Board his Majejiy's Ship Furnace, in the Rinjer Wager, North America,'
TRANSACTIONS, &c.L.W. H. K. F. Courfe. Winds.

2
N. N. W.

4

6

8

10

1 2 >

2

4

6

8

10

|I2

*

Clear Weather. Our People employed about the Ship’s Rigging and Mails, 

Ditto.

Cleared away’the Ice from our Cables,

Ditto.

Ditto, fair.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

At 4 A.M. I got on Board with the Boat, had great Difficulty in getting her into the 
Cove for Ice. The Bay and Cove quite full.

Our People employed in fetting and mending the Quarter-netting, 

Ditto Weather.

jo

. At 4 this Morning got on Board with the Boat, in great Hazard of Having her v/ith the Ice, in the ftrong Tide. No getting out to Sea till the Ice is clear in the 
River. The Bay or Wellcome is alfo full as yet. I got down within 4 Miles of the River’s Mouth along the North Side, but could not come near the South Side for Ice, 
I got up on as high a Hill as I could fee thereabouts, and plainly perceived the Wellcome almoll full of Ice from Side to Side,



Remarkable Olfervations on Board his Majejly's Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, North America
Thurfday, 
July 22.

L.W. H. K. F. Courfe. Winds.

2 N. N. E.

4

6

8

10

\ 2

2

4

6

8

10

12
* 1

TRANSACTIONS, fcfc.
A fmall Breeze, with Tome fmall Rain.

Ditto Weather. Hove taught the Mooring, and cleared away the Ice, 

Fair Weather. Tarr’d the lower Mails and Pumps.

Ditto.

Ditto, fair.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

At 6 A. M. loofed all the Sails to air them. At 7 fome fmall Rain* 

Got up the Top-gallant Yards,

I
i

1

[ J

The Ice continues very thick in the River, as far as we can fee above and below. And more drives in every Tide, when the Wind blcws any Way from the Welkmt*



Friday, 
July 23.

Remarkable Ob/ervations on Board on his Majejly's Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, North America.
TRANSACTIONS, &c.L.W. H. K. F. Courfe. Winds.

2 N. N. W.

4

6

8

10 N .

1 2

2

4

6 N. N. E.

8

10

1 2 n. by e.

Hazy. A fmall Breeze. 

Ditto, and fome Rain, 

Ditto.

Ditto.

Fair, but hazy,

Put more Service on our Cables, to fatt them from the Ice,

Hazy, with frequent Showers,

More Ice in the River than I have yet feen, No budging with the Boat downwards any Distance,

( 2
 3 )



Saturday, 
July 24.

Remarkable Obfervations on Board his Mœjejly's Ship Furnace, in the Ri<ver Wager, North America,
L.W. H. K. F. Courfe. Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &c.

2 n . by w. Frefh Gales, and much Rain.

4 More moderate. Small Rain.

6 Our People employed about our Rigging, and filling of Water.

8 Ditto.

10 Ditto.

1 2 Ditto.

2 Ditto.

4 Ditto.

6 At 6 A. M. the Lieutenant returned with the Boat, having been gone 48 Hours to 
found above amongft the Iflands near Deer Sound.

8

10 The River as full of Ice as ever, down as far as we can fee,

t 2

to
4*

v-/

had Wind, Weather, £5 c. as above, The lieutenant brought on Board with him three Deer the Indians had killed. Divided them between the Ship’s Comrad­
es tor toe Sick and Officers, as before, *



Sunday, 
July 25.

»

L.W. H. K-i F. Courfe. Winds.

2 N.

4

6

8

i°;

12

2

4 '

8
'

l
IQ'j

!"

! z|

»

TRANSACTIONS,.^.
A fmall Breeze, with hazy Weather. The Stock of our beft Bower we found to be 

broken with the Ice grounding upon it in 4 Fathoms. This is the fame Anchor whofe 
Arm was broken before $ fo now being ufelefs, put it a-board the Tender.

Got one of the Tender’s Anchors for our Ufe, which had been much bent at Churchill, 
and new flock’d it.

Our People employed in making Plats for our Cables.

At 10 I fent the Lieutenant and Matter of the Furnace down to the Mouth of the 
River, to fee if the Ice was any clearer below, and in the Wellcome ; and if we could get 
out before the Spring Tides put in ; alfo to try if they could find any Cove or Harbour near 
the Entrance, fit to receive the Ships,

10
Oi



Monday, 
July 2Ô,

Remarkable Obfermatlons on Board his Majefy's Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, North America;
L.W. H.

1
K. F. Courfe, Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &c.

2 N. flazy Weather, Moderate Gales,
«

Ditto,

The Anchor abovementioned being compleatly flock’d, got it over the Side, and tarred 
it. The Weight of it 7 C. 03 jrs. 00 lb.

1

4
—

6

8

ÏO

I 2

2
—

'

4

6

8
—

IO

|
j I 2

to
OS

The River continues very full of Ice, as far as we can fee, from Side to Side. The Wind blows almoft right out. 
which from the Natives coming to us there, I (Trail call Savage Sound, is by Account from the Meridian of London 

And to the Eaftward of Churchill — — *—«
The Variation of the Compafs feveral Times obferved — — ■—*
Latitude of the Entrance of Wager River —- — •—
•—• Entrance of Deer Sound — — — •—

Courte by Compafs from Savage Sound up the faid Sound is N. by W. about aMiles. ^

The Longitude of the Place, where we now lye, and 
87*. 28'. W.

— 7<L 32'. E.
« 35”. 00' W.
— 65?. 23'. N.

— 65°. 5°'• N.



ot
V0-- 3*'- 32

-t oo' W.

«7°-- «.»'-

Thurfday, L.W. H. K. F. Courfe. Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &c.

July 27.
2 N. by E. Small Breezes, and hazy.

4
Hailed up our Sheet Cable, and got our Stream Cable at Hand, for the abovementioned 

Anchor.

6

8

IC At half pad 9 the Lieutenant and Mailer returned on Board, and gave an Account that 
the River was much choak’d up with Ice, quite out to Sea ; that they were in great Dan-

1 2
ger of lofing the Boat and themfelves with the ftrong Tides : For being jamm’d up fall in 
Ice, they were carried along with it fix or feven Leagues out of the River by the Strength 
of the Tide, feveral great Pieces overfetting upon one another. When they were got into 
the Wellcome the Tide was eafy, and the Ice thinner. They rowed round to the N. Shore, i 
and got in again upon the Flood, with fome Damage to the eight-oar’d Boat.

2

n»
N 4

6

8

10

1 2 Got up our fpare Sails, and aired them.

», th above Account there can be no getting out with the Ships before the River is much clearer* And if we Were out, there is /bill fo much Ice in the Wellcome, and 
to the Northward, that there could be no proceeding further upon the Difcovery. So I hope there will be no Time loft by our remaining in Safety here a little longer,
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Wednef-
day,
July 28.

Remarkr.hle Olforvations on Bos.rJ his M. jfifty's Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, North America.
T R A N'S ACTIONS, &c.L.W. H. K.

1
F.

1
j Courfe. Wînds.

2 1!

4
, . - . .

6

8

IC

i 2

2 s.

4

6

Ç

it

f 2
1 •

At 1 the Lieutenant and Matter went up the River, to try if they could find any Way 
ou. of it into the Wellcome, befides that we came in at ; becaufe they faw feveral black 
Whales, and other Fiih, the laft Time they were up, whereas none have been feen 
where we lie. Alfo to examine Deer Sound, and every Opening, to fee if the Flood comes 
in any other Way titan by that where we entered. This may be done, as there is no go­
ing out till the Ice is in fome Degree cleared away, both from tire River and the Wellcome,

At 6 this Morn, fent the Boat with 8 of our fick Men, and feveral lame of the Scurvy, 
to an I (land about 5 Miles off, where Scurvy-era^ and Sorrel grows in Plenty, and left 
them there with Tenting and other Neceffaries.

/

This Tide flowed here 12. Foot and half ; and I have not obferved above x 5 Foot on the 
higheff Tide fince we have been here.

Thurfday, July 29, I went up on the higheft Hill about the Place where we lay, as I have done every Day fince I harboured in this Cove, to obferve if the Ice was any 
Thing cleared ; but found it all full below} though above us it thins a little. Our People making Plats for our Cables. The Tide flowed to Day 13 Feet. High-water 
at 1 0’ Clock in the Afternoon. Variable Wind all round the Compafs.

N>
CO

'—s



Remarkable Obfervations on Board his JVlajeJty s oe>tp rurnace, in roe miver >v<iSu, lNWllll iiluwiCa.

L.W. H,

ic

I 2

2

4

6

8

io

I 2

K. F. Courfe. Winds.

W. b. N.

Ditto

N.

Ditto.

Ditto

TRANSACTIONS, isfc.
At half paft i flowed iz Feet 8 Inches. Weather fair and hazy. 

People employed in making Platts,

U’i,

Variable and light Airs*

Ditto.

The Tide flowed 13 Feet and half.

/
-if - 7 rr n rel

tr*

F *-f-T ci -;r;.

At 8 got our Head Anchor ready to get out of the Cove. The Ice pretty thin without 
in the Sound.

I went out on the highelt Hill, as ufual, to fee how the Ice was without, and found all 
fall: as far as I could fee below, and 8 ol 10 Miles above us, without the I (lands,

to
to '

<

/



Saturday, 
July 31.

Remarkable Ohfervations on Board his Majefy's Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, North America,
L.W. H. K. F. Couvfe. Winds, TRANSACTIONS, fcV,

2 TOT
u • Moderate and fair Weather. The Tide flowed 12 Feet and half.

4 W. N. W. Hazy Weather, a fmall Air,

• ■
6 Our People employed in filling of Water,

8 Variable Wind from N. W. to S. S, E, and fome Rain,

10

1 2

2 Got our Stern Anchor on Board,

4 Got ditto a*head, ready to heave her out of the Cove,

6 S. S. E.
•

Hazy and Rain.

8 .1 Ditto Weather. Have taught all our Mooring again. A frefli Gale right into the Cove 
brought in much Ice from the Wellcome> and obliged us to lay fall.

10j
I 2 Many large Piece» of Ice driving up and down with the Tide,

0ur Six-oar’d Boat not yet returned with the Lieutenant and Mailer,



Sunday, 
Aug. i.

Remarkable Olfervations on Board on his Majejlfs Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, North America.
TRANSACTIONS, &c.L.W. H. K. F. j Courfe. Winds.

2

4

6

—
S.

—

—
8

! O

i 2

s. W.

~_

—

ditto.

2

4

6

ditto.

—
g

10

i 2

Frefh Gales, and much Rain.

Wind veered round from the S. W. to the N. N. W. At I got out our Stem Anchor. 
At 5 the Boat came on Board with the Lieutenant and Mafter, and gave me an Account 
that they had been up io or r2 Leagues above Deer Sound, and coming back faw many 
Whales of the Whalebone Kind, a little below Deer Sound.

Moderate and fair.

At 4 unmoor’d, and warp’d out of the Cove into Savage Sound,

Continued warping. Fre/h Gales at S. E. and S. S. E.

The Lieutenant and Mafter brought on Board, by my Order, two Bottles of Water taken up along-fide of the Boat. One at Deer Sound, the other ïo or 12 Leagu** 
sibove it, being the higheft they went up ; This latter tailed but barely brackilh, The Tide flowed there no more than 6 Feet, But no Flood run up fo high as that.



'Remarkable Obfervations on Board his Majejly's Slip Furnace, in the River "Wager, in North America.
Monday, L.W. H. K. F-! Courfe. Winds, TRANSACTIONS, &c.

.Aug. 2.
2 Variable Winds. Continued warping out of the Cove.

- i if At 4 got out, and moor’d in Savage Sound, 2 Miles without the Cove,

t Scurvy-grafs Ifland bore S. the Eaftmoft Point in the Sound bore S. E. by S. the N. 
Point >of the Cove N. by E. in 20 Fathoms-Water, clear fandy Ground.

8 %

to Moderate Weather, and Winds variable. Much Ice driving down with the Ebb.

1 2 Sent our fix-oar’d Boat and 7 Hands to help the Tender out of the Cove.

2 S. S. -E. Much Rain,
- . * *

■—* ■

4
' i

Ditto.

1“

a
Frelh Gales,

8

10 - •SrE.-by-S-. Continual Rain,

-
1 2

—
Much Ice driving up and down with the Tide,

Wind, Weather, &c. as per Logg. At 3 this Morning I went down the River, to fee if it was any Thing clear of Ice below j as likewife in the Wellcome, hoping to 
get out the next Shift of the Wind, Find the Ice much thinned above in the River without the Iflands,

J*JLM>n> yrrrs



Remarkable Obfernjations on Board his Majejly s Ship Furnace, on a Difco<very in North America.
Winds.F. I Courfe.

At 41 returned on Board with the Boat.

Moderately fair.

Cleared Harfe ready for unmooring,

Loofed all our Sails to dry. Little Wind and variable,

At 12 made a Signal to unmoor. A freffi Breeze.

I returned on Board with the Boat as above, having found the Ice pretty clear in the Offing and River. It will be good Luck, 
is no anchoring by the Way whillt the Ice is driving up and down, and the Tides fo ftrong below, the Spring-tides ajfo at hand 
as foon as the Wind will permit,

if we can get out in one Tide ; for there 
, However, if it pleafe Gcd, I will try

_____________



Wednef- 
day, 
Aug. 4.

Lat. obf. 
65°. 33'.

Remarkable Obfern) citions on Board his Majejiy's Ship Furnace, on a Difco*very in North America.
TRANSACTIONS, &c.L.W. H. K. F. Courfe. Winds.

2 n. by w.

4

(

8

IC

12 s. s. w.

1 ~
2 2 4 E. S. E. s.

4 ! 6 E. S. S. E.

( 4 f. by E. s.w. by w.

8 I 4 e. by N. n. by e.

: C I 4 s. E. S. E .

t 2 J 4
4

s. by w*
E. S. E.

s. e. by e.
N. E.

At half part 12 unmoor’d. At I got under Sail.

Running down the River a gain ft the Tide of Flood, Almoft calm. Got the Boat 
a-head. Towed and rowed with the Ship’s Oars on Board. By 6 a-breaft of the lower- 
moft Iflands. Then the Tide was fallen 1 Foot.

Continued rowing and towing, being calm. The Tender in Company.

By 10 got out of the River. A fmall Air of Wind at E. S. E. and variable, 
ftrong Tide fet us out at the Rate of 5 Miles an Hour.

A very

The River’s Mouth at 12 bore N. W. by W. 4 Leagues. Fell in with a Ledge of Ice. 
Got in our eight-oar’d Boat. Sounded 30 Fathoms to 36. Flood coming from the Eaft. 
The Eaftmoft Land on the N. Side in Sight N. E. 6 Leagues. The neareft ditto N. N. W. 
4 or 5 Leagues. The Entrance of the River N. W. by W. 5 or 6 Leagues. Cape Dobbs 
W. N. W. 9 Leagues. Sounded 37, 34 Fathoms. Almoft calm.

Saw two or three black Whales blow this Watch. 

Sounded 30, 22, 20. Tack’d. Light Airs. Variable.

At 9 lay’d to for the Tender. Up S. S. E. off S. W. Sounded 37, 45 Fathoms. 
Sounded 47, 46 Fathoms. The Southmoft Land on the S. Shore in Sight bore S. 

neareft Dift. S. E. by S. The Eaftmoft Part ditto bore E. by N. 4 Leagues. The Eaft- 
moft on the N. Shore N. by E. the neareft Diftance N. W. half N. 8 Leagues. The Weft- 
moft Part in Sight bore W. at Noon.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don, 8j°.
o/. W.

X. Longit^ 
f om
Wager R.
Mouth,
i°. 30'.E.

*1 *■

Variation 
obf. 3 8J.
W.

Have had Wind, fife, as above. Our Courfe made, fince we got out of the River to this Day at Noon, allowing the Variation, with the bearing and Diftance of the 
Lands included, is E. 20p. N. Dift. 40 Miles, Depart. 37 Miles, makes us in Latit. and Longit. as above ; allowing the River Wager's Mouth to be inLatit. 65°. 24'. 
vf’ an“ Longit. from the Merid. of London 86°. 37'. W. I feveral Times tryed the Flood to come from the Eaft and E. by N. near Mid-ftraits here, and an Eaft Moon 
makes full Sea or High-water here, as well as in the River’s Mouth. Working to the Eaftward to meet the Tide of Flood in this Strait, which is about 13 Leagues 
from Side to Side, faw feveral Ledges of Ice, but not much in our Way.

rrv* u i-rAciy'r / Winds. m r. a* WSACTIONS, T.ongit
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Remarkable Obfervaticns on Board on his Mcjejly's Ship Furnace, on a D if cover y in North America.

Thurfday, L.W. H. K. F. Courfe.

Aug. 5.
I 1 "7 i 6 £. by s.

1 I 4 1 4

1 I 6 i 1 N. N . tV \ \\

s 8 1 2 N. W.

Latit. obf. 
66°. 14'.

5 10 2 E • by n.

4 1 2 3 3 N. N. W.

4 2 2 6 N.E.by e

8 4 2 4

8 6 2 7 E.b.N.^-N

8 (c 2 e. by n.

Latitude 
by Acc. 
66’. 07'.

8 10 2

12 O 5 F.b.N -§N

Winds.

.. e . by n .

do.

N. E.

N. N. E.

TRANSACTIONS, &c.

N. E.

n . by w.

n .

n. by e.

Fair. Standing over to the S. Shore. Sounded 41, 40, 35.

Fair. Sounded 35, 36, 34. At 4 tack’d. The Eaftmoft Part on the South Side 
N. E. by E. the Weftmoft S. W. half W. neareft Dill, 2 Leagues.

The Northmoft Part of the N. Side in Sight bore N. E. by E. 8 or 9 Leagues. Mode­
rate Weather.

Ditto Weather. Sounded 35, 36, 35, 36, hard and rocky. At 8 the E. part S. Shore 
E. by S. the Southmoft ditto S. W. by S. neareft Dili. 3 Leagues.

The Land on the N. Side N. E. the Weftmoft Point W. by N. the Mouth of the River 
Wager N. W. At half paft 8 tack’d. At 9 fet Main-fail. Sounded 34 Fathoms.

Sounded a-crofs 46, 48 Fathoms, the greateft Depth. At half paft 12 up Main-fail. Tack’d.

Standing along the N. Shore, founded 38, 40, 38 Fathoms. Small brown Stones. Hard 
Ground, with dark-coloured Shells.

Ditto Weather. Sounded 37,34, 41 Fathoms. Ditto Ground. The Northmoft Point 
of Land on the N. Side in Sight bore N. N. E. 4 or 5 Leagues.

Fair and clear. At half paft 12 up Fore-fail. Sounded 33 to 25 Fathoms. Light Airs.

The Tide run all in Eddies. Sounded 27, 44, 43.

Saw much Ice to the Northward near the Land, and 3 Leagues off. Sounded 37, 36, 
38, 40 Fathoms.

Sailing among Ihatter’d Ice. Sounded 37, 39 Fathoms, hard rocky Ground. The 
Eaftmoft Point on the S. Side bears N. E. by E. Northmoft Point on the N. Side in Sight 
N. half E. South Side is a low Beach.

Longitude 
fiom Lon­
don 84°.
28'. W.

X Longit. 
from Wa­
ger River's 
Mouth 
20. 09'. E.

Variation
N.4o°.W.

Have had Winds, Weather, fife, as above. Our Courfe made with due Allowance is N. 290. E. Dift. 32 Miles, Depart. î6, 4 Miles. Working to Eaftward with 
little Wind, amongft Ihatter’d Pieces of Ice at Noon. The Land on the S. Side for 7 Leagues runs E. by N. and W. by S. a fine low even Beach like Dunginefs. All the 
South Side, which I have yet feen, is of the fame Sort of Shingle or Gravel. At the Eaft End of this Beach, or low Land, appears now in Sight a very mountanous, 
high, and rugged Land, like fome Part of Iiudfon's S'.raits. This Strait, where we are now at Noon, is very narrow, not above 8 or 9 Leagues broad, The Tide runs 
here very ftrong with fuch Eddies and Whirlings, that the Ship will hardly fleer, and the Flood comes from the E. by N. by Compafs.

At Noon the Mouth of River Wager bore W. 440, S. Dift, 73 Miles, In the Channel tolerable good Soundings, S, Side on ditto half Mile dift.



Remr.rlzble Obfer-Vu
f'rkhy,
Au"' 6.

J.nt. obf. 
66'. 44.'. 
latitude 
C. Hope 
<66’. 30'. 
Longitude 
C. Hope

<65J S3 ,w

latitude 
JîwA Pa
66 A 21
long. dit.
86° .W

L,W. H. K. F. Courfe. Winds.

2 4 E. N. E. N.

4 2 E.by N. n. by e .

6 4 2 n.e. bye n. by w.

8 4 l N. W. Ÿ w. n.by e.

1 0 2 2 N. W. N. N. E.

1 2 5 2 n.e. by e. n . by w.

2 3 N.w.by w. n . by e .

4 4- V. E. \ N. N. N. W.

6 2 4 m.e. by n.. N.w.by n.

8 1 6

11 ° 3 N.tv.by n.

1 2 ! 6 n. by w.

-------- ------
n. E.by e.

fions 071 Bo •!-d bis Mcjcfly's Ship Furnace., à D’i/co-very in Nortli America.'
TRANSACTIONS, &c.

Lay to from 12 to 1 for the Tender. Tryed the Tide. Found the Flood came from 
E. by S. Sounded 45 Fathoms. The End or Point of the Beech S.S.E. 4 or 5 Miles dift. 
At half paft 2 fent the Lieutenant with the fix oar’d Boat on Shore, to try the Time of 
the Tide. He found it to be flowing Tide, and that it came from the Eaftward. At 3 
made a Signal for the Boat to come on Board. Much Ice. At 4 made fail. The North- 
molt Land on the N. Side in Sight N, half W. The Eaftmoft on theE. Side E. N. E. At 
6 tack’d for Ice.

In (landing a-crofs the Channel founded 48, 44, 48, ftony Ground. The high Land 
in Sight joining to the low Beach S. by W. 6 Leagues. C. Hope N. by E. half E. 5 Leagues.

Moderate Weather, working to Windward. Sounded 32, 35 Fathoms. At 9 tack’d. 
Sounded 30, 34 Fathoms, hard rocky Grouud. Much Ice in our Way.

Fair, but hazy. Sounded 35, 38 Fathoms. At 11 no Ground at 50 Fathoms. At 12 
Cape Hope bore N. W. hy W. Working amongfl: Ice.

Sounded 35, 38 Fathoms. Much Ice in our Way. Obliged to tack for it often.

Sounded 38, 40 Fathoms.

■Light Gales. Working among failing Ice. At 5 founded 96 Fathoms, well over to the 
E. Shore. Very high Land in this Bay. At 6 founded 90 Fathoms, Shells.

Sailing amongfl: (hatter’d Ice. Sounded 66 Fathoms. At half pad 7 tack’d. The 
Northmoft Point on the E. Side N. by W. dit. on theE. Side N. W. by W. 5 or 6 Lea. dift.

Sailing amongfl ditto Ice. Sounded 66 Fathoms. Tryed the Tide, found little or none. 
Little Wind, and much Ice.

At half paft 10 tack’d. Sounded 66 Fathoms to 68, 70. At Noon Cape Hope bore S. 
W. half S. 6 or 7 Leagues.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don 84°.
2 S', w.

Variation
N.5o°.W.

Remarks as per Logg. Our Courfe made with proper Allowance, is N. Dift. 36 Miles. At 4 in the Afternoon fet a fair Cape or Headland on the Weft or North 
Shore, which bore from us as above. The Land trenching away from the E. by N. to the N. by W. making 8 Points Difference, gives us great Joy, and Hopes of it* 
being the extreme Part of America ; on which Account I named it Cape Hope. We worked up round it through much ftraggling Ice all Night. In the Morning, when 
tire Sun cleared away the Haze, to our great Difappointment, we faw the Land from the low Beach quite round to the Weftward of the North, which met the Weftern 
Shore, and makes a very deep Bay. Thus our Hopes of a Paflage that Way were all ovem But to make fure, we kept on our Courfe to the Cod of the Bay till 2 in the 
Afternoon, when we could not go above 6 or 8 Miles further that Way. And every one on Board plainly faw there was nothing but a clofe Bay. We tryed the Tides lè­
verai Times before and after Noon, we found it quite (bill Water j fo we concluded that we might have palled by fome Throughlet, whereby the Tide came in from the 
Eaftward.

( )
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Saturday, 
Aug. 7.

Obf. Lat. 
66°. 21'.

L.W. H. K. F.
f_ Courfe. Winds. TRANSACTIONS, ÜV.

2 I 4 N. N-W. VV. Light Airs. Sounded 70 Fathoms. At z tack’d in the Cod of the Bay. It bore 
N. W. by W. 3 Leagues. From Side to Side a-crofs 6 or 7 Leagues, High Land.

4 I 6 S. w. s. w.
Ditto fair. At 4 founded 74 Fathoms. Cape Hope bore S. W. by Compafs 7 or 8 

Leagues diftant.

6 2 ’•b)'E. |e e. by s.
Light Airs, and clear Weather. Sounded 78 Fathoms.

8 2 1 Ditto Weather. Sounded 90 Fathoms. C. Hope S. W. by W. 6 or 7 Leagues diftant.

10 I 4 s. s. w. S. E.
Ditto Weather. Sailing amongft ftraggling Ice.

At iz Cape Hope bore W. by N. 4 or 5 Leagues. The Eaftmoft Land on the E. Side 
N N. E. Working among ftraggling Ice. Sounded 105 Fathoms.1 2 2 7 s. w. S. S. E.

2 2 2 s. s. w. S. E . A fmall Breeze. Amongft failing Ice.

4 2 4 Sailing amongft Ice. At 4 founded 55 Fathoms. C. Hope N. N. E..5 Leagues.

6 2 Half paft 5 tack’d for the Tender. Sounded 55 Fathoms to 40. Much Ice to the 
Eaftward of us.

8 3 4 E. N. E. S. E.
At 8 tack’d. Cape Hope N. by W. half W. 6 Leagues. The low Beach S. W. 4 or 5 

Leagues. Sounded 55 Fathoms.

10 3 4 S. W. S. E. At 10 I went on Shore with the Boat to try if I could find where the Flood came in, 
and how this Channel or Strait lay ; alfo to try the Tide. At half paft 11 lay to for the

12 1
1
S. W. \ VV

Boat. In 1 Reef of each Top-fail. At 12 C. Hope bore N. half E. 6 Leagues. The 
Beach W. S. W. 4 Leagues, The Entrance of the New Strait amongft the Iflands on the 
E. Side, E. z Leagues.

JJ-. y tiil =. in the:

Longitude 
from Lon­
don 84°. 
41'. W.

Variation.
N.450.W.

Wind, Weather, &c. as above, having been working out of this North Bay, and now got off the Strait where the Tide comes in. Went on Shore, as above, to try 
the Tide, and to find from whence the Flood comes. The Land is very high here. The Gunner, Carpenter, and Clerk along with me,



Sunday,
Aug. 8.

Obf. Lat. 
65°. 41'.

Latit. by 
Acc. 65°. 
38'.

Remarkable Obfenvations on Board his Majeflÿs Ship Furnace, on a Difcevery in Tv Orth America.
L.W. H. K. F. Courfe. Winds. TRANSACT lO N S5 C3>.

2 S. E. Lying to for the Boat, up S. off S. W. At 2 made fail, and dood in Shore.

4
1
7.

s. s. w.
E. N. E.

i.W L W
Sounded 33, 301 30, 27 Fathoms. Cape Hope N. half E. did, 6 Leagues. The Beach 

S. W. half W. The Middle of the frozen Straits E. S. E. 3 Leagues. Tack’d at three.

6 3 4 S. S. £ . At 6 tack’d. A frefh Gale. Standing in for the Boat. Sounded 60 Fathoms. At half 
pad 6 laid to for the Boat. At 8 C. Hope N. half E. or N. The low Beach Point W. S.

8
W. 4 or 5 Leagues

IC
At half pad 9 I got on Board with the Boat. Continued lying. Frefh Gales and hazy.

1 2 s. e . by e
Ditto frefh Gales and hazy. Much Ice all round us.

2 At 2 bore away. Fired a Gun for the Tender.

4 i w. by n E. S. E.
At 3 founded 3 ç Fathoms, didant from the Beach 1 Mile. Cape Hope N. E. by N. 

6 Leagues. The Beach Point S. E. by E. 9 Miles.

6 5 r> vv. by s. A frefh Gale and hazy, failing along the S. Shore. From the Point to a-bread of us is 
E. by N. andW. by S.

Ditto failing 3 Leagues off the S. Shore. As far as we can fee to the W. it lyeth W. S.W.8 6

I c 4
At half pad 9 lay’d to for the Tender. Much Ice on theW. Shore, near a third over.

[ 2 1
Up S. by W. off S. W. At 12 the neared Didance from the N. Shore 8 or 9 Leagues. 

The S. Shore S. W. by S. Did. 3 or 4 Leagues. Sounded 33 Fathoms.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don 85°.

Variation
N.38°.W.

W ind, Weather, &c. as above. Our Ccurfe made fince 2 in the Morning that we bore away, to Noon, is S. 30°. W. Did. 47 Miles, Depart. 23, 5 Miles. I re­
turned on Board laid Night, as above, having been 15 Miles from the Place where we landed. My Clerk, the Carpenter, Gunner, and one Indian were with me. We 
pa (Ted over high Mountains, till we came to the furthermod, which overlcoks the frozen Strait, and the Eaft Bay on the other Side ; and could fee the PalTage 
w here the Flood came in. The narrowed Part of this Strait is 4 or 5 Leagues, being 6 or 7 at the broaded, aimed full of long fmall Iflands. Its Length is about 
1 4 r kjra^'f.es\1 ^ ^retc^es S' E. round to the S. To the Wedward we could fee it frem Beginning to End all full of Ice not yet broken up, quite fad to both Shores, 
an to the fmall Iflands. We faw very high Land 15 or 20 Leagues to the Southward of our Station, which I take to run towards Cape Comfort, being the furthed that 
hyht went ; and the Bay which Fox named Lord Weft on's Portland is Part of Hudfon's North Bay, about N. W. from the Wed End of Nottingham, by comparing our 
Longitude made with fox s and By lot's. As this laft mentioned Bay and Strait is quite full of Ice, not likely to be thawed this Year, at leaft till very late, fo as not to 
allow Time for a Dlfcovcry ; it was refolved in Council to make the be ft of our Way into Hudfon's Bay, and fo homewards. 3

Courfe. \ T?"gitatie

( )
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Remarkable Obfervations on Board bis Majejifs Ship furnace, on a uij cowry VFï\or\n ^merTcâ ,n,r thr n
• JLirngtl» is abouc 
< l to botlj Sliorc»,

tl.:.L _

Monday, L.W. H. K. F. Courfe. Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &c.

Aug. 9,
2 4 W. S. W. e. by s.• At half pall 12 bore away. Made fail. At 2 the Mouth of the River Wager N. W. 

the qrs. N. 8 or 9 Leagues.

4 4 4 Frefh Gales. Set all the Small-fails. At 4 C, Dobbs N. W. 3 qrs. W. Dili. 6 Leagues.

6 5 3 s.w, by s.

8 6 "4

rc É 2 N. w. Fair and dear. Sounded 50 Fathoms.
■

Obf. Lat. 
63°. ig'.

1 2 5 Ditto. Sounded from 60 to 65 Fathoms.

2 5 w. by s. E. by n. Frelh Gales, and hazy. Sounded at one, 56, 50 Fathoms.

4 4I 4
s. to deepen 
Water.

Altered Courfe. Sounded from 43 to 25 Fathoms. At 4 up Fore-fail, Sounded 34 
Fathoms 5 Leagues off the North Shore.

45 6 1 6 Up S. E. 
off S. S. E. Reeft the Top-fails, and laid to for moderate Weather.

45 8 l 4 Do. drift. E . N. E. Sounded 66 and 70 Fathoms, Rocks and Stones.

Latit. by 

Acc. 64°.
15*

45 10 1 4 Do. drift. Ditto Weather. Sounded 68 Fathoms, ditto Ground.

45 ! 2 1 4 Do. n.e. by e.
Sounded 70, 65 Fathoms. The Land on the S. Side in Sight from E. by S. to S. about 

16 or 18 Leagues broad.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don 86°.
56'. W,

<>“V

OO

Variation.
N.33°.W.

Have had Wind, Weather, Soundings, &c. as above. Our Courfe, allowing Lee-way, Drift and Variation, is Si »5°. W, Dili. 94 Miles, Depart. 40 Miles, 
At Noon Cape Dobbs bore N. 20°. E. Dill, 21 Leagues,

;

vrrzK55sF££rr~.



Tuefday, 
Aug. io.

Lat. obf. 
63°. 56'.

Latit. by. 
Acc. 63°.
57-

Remarkable Olfervatlom on Board his Majejly's Ship Furnace, on a D if cowry in North America,
L.W, H. K.

1 1 Courfe.

45 2 1
1

4 Up S. E. off 
s. s. e. drift.

45 4 1 4
Do. up N. N. 
w. off' N. w.

45 6 1 4
Up n. by w.
off N. W b. N.

+ 5 8 2
6 N.

10 2 N. b. W.
—,_ . _

45 t 2 1 2
Up N. N. E. 
oft' u. by w.

45 2 1 i
Up N. by e. 
oft' n. by w.

45 4 1 2

45 6 2
6
6

S 4 6 N. W.

10 3 w.b. N.-§N

r 2 3
—

6 W. N . W.i

Winds,

n.e. by e.

TRANSACTIONS, &c.

E .

E. N. E.

E . N. E.

Sounded 36 Fathoms. At 2 wore Ship, and lay’d to with her Head to the Northward. 
Frefh Gales, and a head Sea.

Sounded 45, 43, 44 Fathoms. The Extreme Part of the S. Shore in Sight from S. to 
S. E. by E. 6 or 7 Leagues.

At 7 made fail. Moderate Weather. Stood in for the N. Shore. At 8 faw it, as alfo 
the S. Shore. Sounded 60 Fathoms in the Mid-way.

Moderate Weather. Standing over for the N. Shore. Sounded 47, 46, 4 e Fathoms 
At 10 lay’d to. J

Her Head to the Northward. Sounded 45, 43 Fathoms.

Moderate. Sounded 47 to 45 Fathoms.

Sounded 45, 35 Fathoms. At 4 wore. The N. Shore from N, E. to N. N. W. neareft 
Dirt. N. 4 or 5 Leagues.

At 5 made fail. Sounded 45 Fathoms,

Frefh Gales, and hazy. Sounded 40, 39, 36, 37 Fathoms. The N. Shore from N. by 
1 E, to E. byN. neareft Dift. 3 Leagues.

E. N. E.

Kept as near Shore as we could, to look for Openings or Paffages in the Land. Sounded 
29, 24, 26 Fathoms, Stones and Rocks, and fome Sand.

Moderate. Sounded 35, 35, 34, 25 Fathoms. Out firft Reefs of the Top-fails.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don, 8 S'5.
53'. W.

Variation 
N. 32°.W;

Depart ^5^ ^ Wind’ Weather> Soundings, &c, as pir Logg. Our Courfe, allowing Drift, Lee-way, and Variation, h W. 13 S. Diftance 53 Miles, 

At Noon Cape Dobbs bore N. 449* E, Dift, 35 Leagues,

JKfJMW'Jf.'HMl i ' >>> > '
ih. ;-k. f. 1 Winds. T R A 7<r S a C T I O N S, Longitude 

from Z.O/*-

{ o
f )



bore E-4 . .*V'V _ E. -j 5 r-cnt

Wednef-
day,
Aug. i r.

Lat. obf. 
63°.i4'.N

♦9

Lat.byAc. 
63°. 19'.

Remarkable Obfer-vations on Board his Majcjly's Ship Furnace, on a Difconjery in North America.
TRANSACTIONS, &c.L.W. H. K. F- Courfe. Winds.

2 3 3 W. S. W. E by s.

4
2
2

2
w. by s.

( 5 3 w. s. w.

8 2 ?. w. ditto.

49 f 0 i 1
Up s. by E. 
off s. s. w. E. by s.

45 ! 2 Ditto. ditto.

45 2 Ditto ditto.

45 4 Ditto ditto.

( N. N. W. N . E.

8 n . by w. n.s. by e.

0 N. N. W.

1 2

Moderate and hazy. Sounded 30, 34, 36 Fathoms.

Ditto Weather. Sounded 39, 34 Fathoms. At 3 fet Fore-fail,

Continued failing in Sight of the main Land off the N. Shore, quite from C. Hope, 
Hailed off to deepen our Water. Sounded 34, 28 Fathoms.

A frefh Gale. Sounded 29, 35, 40 Fathoms. At 8 up Fore-fail, and double-reeft 
both Top-fails. Lay’d to till Day-light.

Sounded 52 Fathoms. Frefh Gales, and clear Weather,

Ditto Weather. Sounded 42, 44 Fathoms.

Sounded 60, 65 Fathoms. Ditto Weather.

Sounded 65, 65 Fathoms. At 4 made fail.

At 6 flood in with a Head-land 9 or 10 Leagues to the Ea ft ward of Brook Colbam, Bore 
N. W. by N. Dift. 5 or 6 Leagues, Sounded 60 to 49 Fathoms.

At 7 fet Fore-fail. Sounded 60 to 50 Fathoms. Little Wind, and fair Weather.

Sounded from 49 to 9 Fathoms. Standing for this Head-land. Two Leagues off faw 
fcveral black Whales playing in fhoal Water.

At 12 hailed off from the Head-land to deepen our Water. At Noon faw the Ifland of 
Brook Cobham bore W. by S. 8 or 9 Leagues. At Noon 20 Fathoms 4 Leagues off Shore.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don, go°. 
25'. W.

Variation
obferved
N.28°.W.

Continued coafling the Shore of the Wellcome all along from our frozen Strait, and hitherto found all to be main Land, tho’ there may be many fmall Iflands and deep 
Bays. This Head-land, and the other in Latitude 64°, make a deep Bay. In our Paffage out we did not fee the Bottom of it, as we now have done, by keeping clofer 
in Shore. We have feen feveral black Whales of the Whalebone Kind.

Our Courfe made fince lafl Noon, allowing Drift, Lee-way and Variation, is W. 42°. S, dill. 54 Miles, depart, 40 Miles#
At Noon Cape Dobbs bore N, 440. E, dift. 55 Leagues,

—
—



Remarkable Obfervations on Board his Majejiy's Ship Furnace, on a Difco-very in Worth America.

Aug. 12.

Lat. obf. 
62, °. 49'.

L.W. H. K.
1

F.
1

j Courfe. Winds, TRANSACTIONS, &c.-

2 3
zjs.w. by w.

m.e. byE. Moderate and clear Weather. Sounded 39, 30, 31, 25, 23, 17 Fathoms,

4 3 6 S.W. L W. ■ Ditto Weather. Sounded 23, 20, 34, 38, 40, 45 Fathoms, The S. End of Brook 
Cobham W. N. W. 4 Leagues.

6 3 2 w. by s. Ditto Weather. Sounded 38, 24, 25 Fathoms.

8 At 8 brac’d to, and tryed the Tide. It came from the Eaft. Tack’d,4

43 10 4
Up e. by n. 

ofF e. by s. N.E.by n. Lying to until Day-light. Sounded 34, 37, 39 Fathoms,

67 i 2 4
Up e. by n. 

off e. by s.
n. by e. Sounded 38, 37, 35 Fathoms.

67 2 2 Up e. by n. 

off E. S. E. Little Wind and variable. Sounded 35, 36, 37, 39 Fathoms.

48 4 4 Up e. by s. 
off S, E.

At 3 fent the Lieutenant with the fix-oar’d Boat to Brook Cobham, to try the Tides 
there. At 4 made fail. Work’d to Windward.

*5 6 3 E. by s. n.e. by n. At 6 tack’d. Stood in for the Ifland, expe&ing our Boat’s coming off.

8 3 4 N. N. W. N. E. Sounded 50, 46, 43, 43 Fathoms.

IC 2 4 Working to Windward to wait for our Boat.

r 2 2 4 i
. . 4

At 12 the Middle of Brook Cobham Ifland bore N. E. by E. 4 or 5 Leagues. Continued 
working up towards it.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don, 910.
43'- W.

Variation 
N. 28°. W;

ave a in , Weather, Soundings, &c. as per Logg. At 3 in the Morning fent the Lieutenant and the two Indians a-fhore, to try the Tide at Brook Cobham, and 
° n UçWe C0Ut ^atfr our Shrps there for Home. This Ifland is in Latit. 63°. 20'. and Longitude from the Meridian of London 919. 40'. Weft. All of a hard white 

mar y tone, t is a cut 3 Leagues from the W. Main, its Length 7 Leagues N. W. by W. and S. E. by E. by Compafs, Its Breadth 3 Leagues in the broadeft Part*
?°°n t0 th"D,y at Noon is W‘ 34°. S. Dift. 40 Miles, depart. 33 Miles, 

iv. B, This Ifland bears from Cape Dobbs S, 42V Weft. Dift. 58 Leagues,
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Friday, 
Aug. 13.

L.W. H. K. F.
1

Courle. Winds.

2 2 4
N.b.E.|-E. E. \ N

4 2 S. E. E . N. E .

6

8

10

12

2

4

1
8

l

■°i j
,2!

. 1

*/' * «s s» m. *^.yu/vc/iNurui wnLiiicnca,.

TRANSACTIONS, &V.

A fmall Breeze. Working up towards the Ifland, 3 Leagues off Shore. Sounded 23» 
19, 15, 16, 15 Fathoms.

Tack’d at 2. The Body of the Ifland bore E, N. E. 7 Miles, in 15 Fathom Water.
. ' 1 .. ) I ' "

At 6 almofl calm. Came to with our fmall Anchor, the Tender by us, in 24 Fa­
thoms, to flop the Tide, and for the Boat. The Middle of the Ifland bore N. E. by E. 
4 Leagues.

Light Airs, and variable.
«

Fired a Gun every half Hour, as a Signal for the Boat to come off,

At 1 the Boat come on Board,

Moderate and hazy.

At 5 I fent the Mailer and the fix-oar’d Boat a-lhore for Water ; alfo the Tender’s 
Boat for Water.

Our Men employed in leraping and cleanfing between Deck»,

At 12 made a Signal for the Boats to come off.

Have had Wind, Weather, &c. as above. The Lieutenant returned on B >ard as above, and gave me an Account, that being but two or three Hours on Shore, there; 
was neither high or low Water during that Time. That they faw three Dee' at their Landing, one of which they killed j alfo a white Bear, which they brought on 
Board, but it was very poor, Found every where Plenty of freih Water j and faw fome Swans and Ducks,

(43 )
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Saturday, 
Aug. i+.

Re marl able Olfer-valions on Board his Majejlfs Shij> Furnace, on a Difcovery in North America. 
........................ TRANSACTIONS, &c.L.W. H. •K. F.

j
Courfe. Winds.

2 N. b. w.

4

6

8 N. N. W.

10

12

2

4

6

8

10

1 2

Moderate and variable Winds.

Ditto. At 4 the Boat came on Board with i Tan of fre/h Water. At 5 I fent her 
away for more.

Fired every half Hour 1 Cun for our Boat. 

Continued firing. Hazy.

Ditto. Hazy.

At 2 the Boat got on Board with the Water.

I fent the Boat again for more Water ; and the two Northern Indians with a fmalUBoat 
we had from the Tender, bought at Churchill for tranfporting them into their own Country, 
or the main Lind. I gave them a large Load of Powder, Shot, Hatchets, Tobacco, 
Toys, &c. and Provifions for fotoe Time.

Thefe 24 Hours we have had Wind, &c, as above. And are getting Water to make up o»r Quantity.

- -h

Sr/ncfny,
rS.

K. ,F. i Courfie. --------------/-/-/—/
Variable Jxctle Winds and Culir1**

from T^otz—
rfoTi QO°-

( n
 )



-M.

Kemarkable Ubjernjûtions on s>oara on rsu ^««777

Sunday, 
Aug. 15.

Latitude 
by Acc. 
6i°. 25'.

L.W.r K. F. j Courfe. | Winds. TRANSACTIONS, CrV.

2 Variable little Winds and Calms.

4 At 4 weighed, and made a Signal for our Boat to come off. ,

6 N. W. A light Air, and fmall Rain.

8 At 7 the Boat came on Board with another Tun of Water. Bore away for Home.

10 3 2 S. N. Sounded 55 Fathoms. Brook Cobbam, the Body of the Ifle, bore N. E. by N. 15 
16 Miles at 8.

1 2 3 2 N. N. E. Sounded 60 Fathoms. Cloudy and hazy.

2 5 I N . Frefh Gales and hazy, with Rain. No Ground at 60 Fathoms,

4 5 I Ditto Weather. Sounded 70, 70 Fathoms.

6 6 5 Ditto and Rain. Sounded 70 Fathoms, foft.

8 7 Hazy. Much Rain. Sounded 70 Fathoms, mudd.

10 1 N . N . W. Foggy and Rain. A tumbling Sea. Sounded 65 Fathoms. In firfl Reef Top-fails.

12 6 N.w.by n . InMizzen Top-fail. Got in our Boat from along-fide. Sounded 75 Fathoms.

Longitude 
from 
rt'o» go°. 
25'. W*

Variation
N.26°.W.

Our Courfe made fince 8 laft Night, the Bearing and Diftance of the Ifland included, is S. 213. E. from the faid Ifle 10a Miles, Depart. 36, 3 Miles. At 7 our 
Boat returned as above, and gave me an Account, that the higheft Tides, by the Marks left on the Shore, are about 22 Feet, and that it flows W. or W. by N. They 
left the two Northern Indians on the Ifland of Brook Gobham to make the beft of their Way the firfl: Opportunity of fair Weather, with their fmall Boat. The other In- 
dtan, who was the Linguift, defiring to fee England, and I having his Friends and the Governor’s Confent to it, took him along with us, Myfelf and Men being fo very 
ill, and I perceiving we could do no more to any Purpofe, bore away for Home as above.

At Noon Bmk Csbbam bore N. 210, W. Dili. 34 Leagues,
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Monday, 
Aug. x6.

Latit. by 
Acc. 6i°. 

i o'. N.

Obf. Lat. 
6i°. oo'.

Remarkable Obfernjathns on Board his Majejly's Ship Furnace, on a Difcovery In North America.' 
~ ' "" ' TRANSACTIONS, &c.L.W. H. K. F. Courfe. Winds.

2 7 4 s. E. N. W.

4 6 2 ditto.

6 5 4 s. E. by e N. N. W.

8 3 5

10 3

1 2 2

2 6 s. e . by e . vv.

4 1 3 E. S. E. s. w.

6 1 4

8 1 4 s. by w.

10 3 4

1 2 4

Foggy, and much Rain. A great Sea from the Northward, Shortned Sail for the 
T'cndcr*

Ditto Weather. Sounded 75 Fathoms.

Continual Rain. Set Mizzen Top-fail,

Ditto, and foggy.

Ditto. Sounded 90 Fathoms. Little Wind,

Ditto, and Rain. Sounded 90 Fathoms.

Almolt calm.

Up Fore-fail for the Tender. Sounded 90 Fathoms.

Cloudy and Rain. At 5 fet Fore-fail and Jibb. Sounded 100 Fathoms, 

Ditto. Out Reefs of the Top-fails.

Hazy, and frequent Showere of Rain.

Frelh Gales and hazy.

Have hadfrelh Gales, and foggy, with much Rain, and a great tumbling Sea from the Northward. Our Courfe made, allowing Variation, is E. 6° S. dill. 82 Miles*
L63, ,n , y l rvauon t^at we are more Southward than by Account, which is owing to our bad Steerage 3 for we have not above two Men able to go te 

tnc Heim, who are tolerably acquainted with it. ■ 6
At Noon Brook Cobbam bore from us W. 45°. N. Dill, 56 Leagues.

T X-- -W. :FT. I JC. F. « Courfe. 'TRANSACTIONS, Longitude
from To?*-

V#

Longitude 
from Lon­
don 87°. 
37'. W.

/ I
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V. 5°

Tueftlay, 
Aug. 17.

nemarRctoie KJDjer'Vorrons on jjoara vi* xy±l<jcjij j UTTip a tuaiav,v, un u. x^ijlu'uc/j j.^v/j m iiuivu^a*

TRANSACTIONS, &c.

Latit. by 
Acc. 6i°. 
26'.

L.W. H. K. F.
__

Courfe. Winds.

8 2 4 / £. S. E. S.

8 4 4 e . by s. s. by e.

11 6 3 4 e. by n. 3. e. by s.

11 8 4 2

11 IC 2 2

1 2 r 2 2 ] E. b. N . 4 N

12 2 1 N. E. i E E. S. E.

1 2 4 1 S.

5 6 2 E.S.E | S. N. E.

5 8 2 4 e. by s. n.e . by n.

5 10 2 6

11 12 3 5
s.e. by e. n.e. by e.

Fre/h Gales, and hazy.

Ditto.

Ditto, and cloudy. Set Main-fail.

Ditto. At 8 fet up Main-fail.

Hazy, and fmall Rain. Sounded 120 Fathoms.

Ditto. Sounded 120 Fathoms.

At 1 tack’d. Fired 1 Gun for a Signal to the Tender. Let to Wind. 

Almoll: calm. At 4 founded 120 Fathoms.

Ditto. Hazy and foggy. Set Top-gallant Sail. Sounded 120 Fathoms, 

Ditto, and foggy.

At 9 fet Main-fails.

Foggy. At 11 in Top-gallant Sails.

Longitude 
from Lon­
don 85°.

I 47'- W.

Variation
N.26°.W.

Have had for the mod part thick foggy Weather, with Rain and Wind variable, as per Logg, Our Courfc failed, allowing Lee-way and Variation, is E, 47°, N, Dift# 
58 Miles, Depart. 52 Miles.

At Noon Brook Cobbam Ifland bore W, 29°. N, Dift, 66 Leagues*

“ ' ±TC- --- ---------.1-1 --------- ----------- ----~i



'Remarkable Obfervations on Board bis Majejiy's Ship Furnace, on a B) if cowry in North America.
Wed nef- L.W. H. K. F-| Courfe. Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &c.

day,
Aug. 18. 1 1 2 n

0 4 E. S. E. N . E. A thick Fogg. At half pall j up Main-fail for the Tender.

1 1 4 2 4 Ditto Weather,

11 6 1 6 Little Wind.

8 8 1 7 E.b.s 4s- n. E.by n. Hazy.
. . T V.

Lat. obf.
8 I 0 r 6 E. by s. A fmall Breeze, with a thick Fogg. Sounded 120 Fathoms, Mudd and Clay.

'thr
6j°. .36'. 8 I 2 1 4 E. \ s. N. N. E. Ditto Weather, almoll calm. Sounded 120 Fathoms.

5 2 1 4 E. n . by e. Ditto, little Fogg. Sounded x20 Fathoms.

4 1 5
Ditto Weather. Set Top-gallant Sails. Sounded 120 Fathoms,

6 2 Ditto Weather.

3 8 1 7 N. N. E. Light Airs, and hazy. Sounded 120 Fathoms.

Latit. by 
Acc. 6iu. 
36'.

3 10 7 Ditto, fair and clear. Cleaned all between Decks. Shortened Sail for the Tender.

1
I1 2 1 4

Ditto, fair Weather.

Longitude
from Lon* 
don 84°.
17', w.

Variation.
N.270. W.

Thefe 20 Hours have had little Wind variable, and hazy foggy Weather. Our Courfe, allowing Lee-way and Variation, is E. JoQ, N, Dill. 44 Miles, Depart, 43 
Miles.

At Noon Brook C elbatn W. 220.N. Dill. 76 League
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