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A
VINDICATION

D&y a D I S

Captain Chriftopher Middleton,
IN

A late Voyage on Board his Majefty’s Ship the
Furnace, on a Difcovery of a North-Heft
Paflage to the Weltern dmerican Ocean, &c.

Secrefmy Co RBET T’ Letter to Captain
MIipDLETON,

SIR, Admiralty-Office, 23d May, 1743.
R. ART HUR DOBBS having laid before
my Lords:Commiffioners of the Admi-
ralty, Objections to your Conduét in your
late Voyage in the Furnace Sloop, together with the
Difcovery Pink, 1n order to find out a north-weft
Paffage 3 and having propofed feveral Queries, ‘re-
lating to your Proceedings in that Voyage, to which
the late Lieutenant, Mafter, Surgecn, and Clerk
of the Furnace Slocp have given Aniwers, I am
commanded by my Lords Commiffioners of the Ad-
miraity to {end you Copies of the faid Objections,
Queries and Anfwers, and am to-acquaint you, thag
the Publick having been at a great Expenceinfitting
B and



and fending out the faid Sloop and Pink, in order
to make the afore-mentioned Difcovery, which
would be of great publick Utility, their Lordfhips
think it a Matter of a very ferious Nature, and that
they ought to be thoroughly fatisfied, that the Per=
fon entrufted with the Execution of fuch a Defign,
has ftrictly performed his Duty therein ; and there-
fore they expect, that you give a very particular
and clear Anfwer to the feveral Points of Mifcon-
duct, which you are charged with by the aforefaid
Papers. Iam,
Si1igr,
Your very bumble Servant,

THo. CORBETT.

Coptain M1DDLETON’S Anfwer to Secretary
CORBETT.

HoxouraBLE Sir,

HAVE their Lordfhips Commands fignified by
your Letter, with the feveral Papers inclofed
therein, containing Objections to my Condu& in
my late Voyage in the Furnace Sloop, and Difcovery
Pink. As it is their Lordthips Pleafure, I thould
anfwer each Particular ina diftin& Manner, I hum-
bly pray their Indulgence, that I may have Time
to make my Replies thereto ;3 not doubting, but I
thall make fuch fufficient Anfwers as will be entirely
to thzir Lordfhips Satisfattion; and prove myfelf
an honeft Man, and a faithful Officer and Subjeék
to thi King. Iam,
HoxouRABLE SIR,
Your mof} obedient Servant,
C. M,
o the Hon. Tho. Corbet, Efz;

This I fent at the receiving the
Objetions to my Conduét,

Captain
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Captain MibppreToN’s Letter to the Lords of
the Admiralty,

My Lorps,
S I was not in the leaft confcious to myfelf of
any Mifconduct during my Voyaoe to Hud-

fon’s-Bay, 1t gave me great ‘%mpnz and Concern

to hear that Mr. D had made a moft ungene-
rous Attempt to ruin my Character and Reputation,
and deprive me of your Lordfhips Favour and Ef-
teem : In both which Refpeéts I might have been a
great Sufferer, if your Lordfhips had not been
pleafed to order me a Copy of his Accufations, I
therefore think myfelf o’r?g--c’l to return your Lord-
fhips my very humble Thanks for allowing me an
Opportunity of making a proper and juft Dbrence

According to your Lo,d‘lnos Commands, I have
drawn up full and particular Anfwers to all that
Gentleman’s Objections and Remarks; fubmlctmcr
the fame to your Lordfhips candid and 1mp1mal
Examination ; being well affur’d 1 have therein paid
the ftricteft Reoaxd to Truth, and fupported the
whole with hrovg Evidence of Fals, from the
Logg-Books and Journals, as alfo from the Inftru-
¢tions, Councils, Reports, Affidavits, ¢, annex’d
in an Appendix ; as muft, 1 humbly hop) o1ve en-
tire Satisfaction to your Lmuth» n ev ,:y I(,l.‘L
alledg’d againft me, and entitle me to your Coun-
tenance and Protection,

Mr. D has caft his Reflexions together, in
fo confus’d and incoherent a Manner, withddt Or-
der or Method, and fo fnquwny repeated the fame
things, that I was for fome time at a lof%how
mwht make my Anfwers clear and diftinét,

Lord fhips had rcqamd At length I perce

D

had no other way but to anfwer him I araph by
B 2 A Q .;;-
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Paragraph ; and wherever I met with Repetitions,
to refer back to the Anfwers already given.

Mr. D >s Charges being of three Kinds, Neg-
lett, Mifconducl, and Corruption, or the Sufpicion of
iz 3 I have, for your Lordfhips eafier Perception,
at the End of my Anfwers at large, made a fum-
mary Reduction of them under thofe three Heads,
and fubjoined the Subftance of my Anfwer to each.
I have alfo added a Paper to fhew the many Con-
tradictions and Inconfiftencies in the Anfwers to the
Queries, of which your Lordfhips have been pleas’d
to tranfmit me the Copy.

But one thingis ftill unmention’d, which never-
theles I am fully perfuaded is effentially neceffary
to your Lordfhips perceiving Mr. D ’s Obje-
¢tions in their true Light, and tracing them to their
real Source; and that is a fuccin& Account of what
has paffed between Mr. D and me (or relat-
ing to me) from the time I firft knew him, almoft
down to this Day ; which I have therefore affum’d
the Liberty to prefix to his Objections,

And now, my Lords, in an humble Confidence,
that I have, to your Lordthips Satisfaction, ap-
prov’d myfelf a faithful Servant and Subject of his
Majefty, I hope that your Lordihips will be pleafed
to allow me the Liberty to print a Defence of my
Conduct at large, in order to wipe off thofe Af-
perfions which Mr, D and his Abettors have
induftrioufly caft upon me, as well in publick as in
private, to the very great Injury of my Character
and Reputation. Iam,

My Lorbps,
Your Lrdfbips moft obedient,
and faithful bumble Servant,

CMibpprLETON,

A




(s5)

A Succinét Account of what bhas paf’'d between
Myr. D— and C. M1DDLETON.

EVEN or cight Years ago, being then fetting

out on a Voyage to Hudfon’s-Bay, Mr. D
often made {trong Application to me, then a Stran-
ger to him, to quit the Company’s Service, in
which I had continued many Years with much Re-
putation, in order to undertake a Difcovery of a
north-weft Paffage into the weltern American Ocean s
telling me at the fame time, that he had already
apply’d to the Governorand Dire&ors of the Com-
pany about fending out a proper Perfon ; but that
they gave little Attention to his Propofitions. I
anfwered him, thatI had experienc’d the Service to
be {o beneficial an Employ, as I knew not how to
give up with Prudence ; but he endeavoured to re-
move all fuch Objections, by affuring me he could
procure me the Command of a twenty Gun Ship of
War.  Iperfifling in my Refufal, he entreated me
to recommend fome other Perfon; but I defired
alfo to be excufed in that Parricular, However [
offered to furnith himwith all the Journals and other
Memoirs I was poffefs’d of, which were likely to
direct him to the Place where fuch a Paffage might
moft probably be found. For both he and I were
well agreed, that it was in vain to expeét iton an
Part of the weftern Coaft of Hudfow’s- Bay lower than
65° of Latitude. Every time I returned home
from my annual Voyage, he follicited me 2 frefh,
and more preffingly than before s urging, that he
was fure no one fo well underftood how to execute
his Scheme as myfelf. I anfwered, that I thought
his belt Expedient would be to go himfelf, and then
he might be fure of having every thing done to his
Mind; befides indifputably fecuring to himfelf the
Glory of fo ufeful a Difcovery, if he thould fucceed.,

This
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This Advice, I perceived, did not relith with him at
all ; however he became thereon a little more moderate
in his Sollicitations than ufual, tll about four Years
ago, underftanding that I had been difappointed by
the Company as to fomething I thought 1 had a
Right to expe¢t from them, he renewed his In-
flances, affuring me not only of the Command of a
Man of War, but likewife of a Royal Grant to my-
{elf and my Pofterity, of any of the Lands I fhould
Lappen to difcover. Being in the before-mention’d
Situation with the Company, I confider’d his Pro-
pofals, and came to this Determination : “I'hat if
he had Intereft enough to procure me a Poft-Ship,
I would undertake the Difcovery, and do my beft.
He readily anfwered, that I might rely on what I
demanded. As I was unwilling to part with my
old Mafters, without giving them fair Notice of my
Tntention, I told them, it was not likely that I
thould undertake more than one other Voyage for
them. They propofed my continuing with them
on more advantageous Conditions than before, which
Irefufed ; and from that time I ated in Concert
with Mr. D . Sometime after this, the Fur-
nace Sloop was appointed for the Service of the in-
tended Difcovery, and I was to have the Honour of
the Command : But finding that I was not to take
Poit, as I had condition’d with Mr. D—, I de-
clined accepting the Commiflion for fome Timeafter
it had been made out; ’till Mr. D————, by al-
luring Promifes that he would be fure to employ
his Intereft {o as to procure me an Equivalent fome
other Way, prevailed upon me to take it.

I think it neceffary to ohferve to your Lordfhips,
that the Inftruftions by which I was to be guided
in the Voyage were left entirely to Mr. D———’s
modelling 3 and that they mention not a Word of
fearching any Coaft, Tides, ¢, or of attempting

i any
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any Difcovery fouthward of #hale-Bone-Point in
65° Latitude (Append. 1.)

For the feveral Particulars of the Voyage, and
my Conduét therein, I beg leave to refer your
Lordfhips to the Log-Books, Journals, Councils,
Reports, &c. as alfo to my Anfwers to Mr. D—’s
Objections, and to the feveral Affidavits in the 4p-
pendix.

On my Arrival at the Orkzeys home-
wards, I fent a Letter to Mr. D , Append. XII.
with a juft Abftract of my Journal,
from our leaving Churchill River to go upon the
Difcovery, to that time, by a Ship bound from
thence for Ireland; and as foon as I arrived in the
River Thames, 1 fent him a Duplicate of the fame
Abftract for fear of Milcarriage ;3 both which in his
Letter of November 19. he acknowledges to have
received. In this Letter, Mr. D fays, ¢ I am
¢ convinced, from the Extra&t you have fent me
“ of your Journal, that from the #%/come in 64° 10
¢ the Latitude of 67 Degrees, there are no hopes
“ of a Paffage on that Coaft ; and if there is any,
¢ it muft be further North, and -confequently at-
“ tended with more Difficulty, ——— Upon the
¢ whole, 1 think it would be in vain to puth it any
¢ further that Way, I think the only fafe 'Way
¢ now is by the Rivers Nelfon and Churchill, &c.”
He clofes thus, ““ I hope to have your Anfwer as
¢¢ foon as you can conveniently, with your Journals
¢¢ and Draughts ; I with you Health and Profperity
“ 1in all your Underrakings, and am, with great
¢ Efteem, Dear Sir, ¢ (Append. XI1I1.)

In Aniwer to this, I fent him my Letter of No-
wvember 277, promifing him my Journal and Chart
by the firft Opportunity, and adding at laft,
¢ Undoubtedly there is no hope of a Pafluge to en-
““ courage any further Trial between Churchill and

¢ fo far as we have eone, and if there be any fur-
s o 3

¢ ther
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ther to the northward, it muft be impaffable for
the Ice, and the Narrownefs of any fuch Outlet.
In Latitude 67 or 689 it cannot be clear of Ice
one Week in a Year, and many Years, as I ap-
prehend, not clear at all,

¢ In any other Attempts, I fhall be glad to give
you all the Affiftance I can, and furnith you
with any other Informations that you may think
needful to promote your Defign; but I hope
never to venture myfelf that Way again.” (Ap-

pend. XIV.)

In the Middle of his Letter, of the 1g9th of No-

wember, are inferted fome Queries, which I anfwer’d
in this.

His next Letter was of December 14th, 1742, he

begins, ¢ Dear Sir, I have your laft, of the 27th

€¢

(45

(49

(44

(49

(44

(14
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of November, in anfwer to the Difficulties I ftart-
ed, which you have fully anfwered ; fo that Iam
fully convinced there can be no Paffage N. W.
by Sea, as we feemed to have had Reafon to ex-
pect 5 and therefore it would be very wrong to
think of attempting it for the future,

have a Letter from Mr. Samuel Smith yefterday,
that he has forwarded to me your laft Journal,
and that you will fend me your Draught as foon
as you have got it copied, for which I am very
much obliged to you.

¢ I fhould be very glad you were employed in
fome Way fatisfactory to you by the Publick,
which you have fo juft a Right to, after having
quitted the Company’s Service in order to ferve
the Publick, and wifh it were in my power to
contribute to it ; I thould do it with great Plea-
fure, and would go over on that very Account if
it would be of Advantage : In the mean time I
with you all Happinefs.” (Append. XV.)

I wrote back to him Fanuary, 1742-3, and

fhould have done fo {fooner, but thatI was in an ill

State
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State of Health, which would not permit me to
return him a mature Anfwer to a new Scheme
which he propoied to me for my Concurrence in his
laft, of laying open the Hudfow’s-Bay Trade; my
Sentiments on which was the Bufinefs of this Letter.
(Append. XV1.)

I am apr to think lyour Lordthips will be-
Jieve, that hitherto our Correfpondence feems to
have been carried on in the moft frank and fincere
Manner, and that for any thing appearing to the
contrary, we did repofe.a mutual Confidence in
each other : yet Mr, D foon after commenced
my birter Enemy, and made ufe of the unworthieft
Means to hurt me, as appears from an Affidavit of
Mr. Wilfon’s, (Append. XX.) and from another of
Mr. Dewilde’s (Append. XX V1)

U'he next Letter I received from him was dated
from Lifburn (in Ireland) Fan. 22d, 1742-3, and
bc"l'ls this:

it Dear Sir, In my laft to Samuel Smith, 1 in-
¢ clos’d one for Lord *** ,open for your Pexufal —
“ and in the fame Letter hinted at what I have
¢ difcovered from your Jourml at large, vz, that
¢ you have made a much greater Plomei% in the
““ Dilcovery of the P.nuog, than yor inagined
¢ whenthere; and that from the Lights Ihave got
“ from your ]ournal I can almoft | prove that you
 were in the Paffage, &¢. and that Zager River

“ 1s properly Wager Straits, and not a fre -Th Water
“ River I only want your Chart of the whole
(214

new-difcovered Coaft to eftablifh or contradict my
Judgment of it, which I am mfm med is come
‘¢ to Dublin, but not yet fent to me.’

Here he introduces his ReJIOnS, being much the
fame as thofe he brings in the prefemObjc&wn
(Append. X VII,)

I foon returned himan Anfwer at large, in which

I endeavoured to undeceive him, by much the fame
C Argu-

(19




Arouments T have uvfed agninﬁ that Part of his Ob-
jeétions, (Append. XVIIL) and inclofed I fent him
the Licutenant’s and Mafter’s Report. (4pp. X.)
About February or March, Mr. Samuel Smith,
mentioned above in Mr. D——’s Letter, being his
Agent here, *;unc frequently to me, and acq”lmted
me tth \Ix D—— was r(-lbl\md to pux[uL his

mad1 mmouu 1ui me to write tu I\’Ir D g that
1here 1 w‘ be f}ill bopes left of a Paffage, even l/)fu(gb
2 f/‘.:a.v(g,l.: otherwife 3 for that it would be a means of
facilitating Mr, D———’s Scheme ; in confequence
of which himfelf, he faid, expected fome confider-
able Advantage; But I trnd him, I could not do it
at any rate, fince all things concurred in proving

the cortmry
In April, Mir. Rankin, my Lieutenant, came to
me, and fncw d to me a Letter he had received
from Mr, D——, then juft come to Town, in which
he told him, that he had Reafons to fufpect Captain
Middleton had defignedly fuppre(s’d the Difcovery
he had made 3 and that believing him (Mr. Rankin)
to be a Perfon of Veracity, he defired him to come
and dine with him fuch a Day, and fatisfy him in
fome Points he intended to propofe to him. Mr.
Rarkin defired my Opinion, if he fhould go or not.
Inr;:\‘.'cr::’x by all means, and to fatisfy him in all
INgs of his Knowledge. This was the
of any

the fame F unms:, came m*i ‘uq amtgd me, thqt
he found Mr. #ygate, my Clerk, and Mr, Thomp-
fon, mySurgeon, there; and that they all exprefs’d
a Surprize to fee each other, for that every one
expelted to have been there alone. That the
chief Matter pw:pr_)fl;‘ to himfelf was, whether he
could draw up apy thing to prove my voluntary

Neglect,
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Negle@ or Concealment of the Difcovery 2 And
that he anfwered;, he knew of nothing but what was
contained in Journal and Reports, which he would
abide by. The Clerk and Surgeon, he faid, feem’d
to be planted there as Witnefles ro \\«l.u he fhouvld
advance; for there was litdle faid to them in his
Prefence ;3 and by their grear Familiarity with Mr.

D———, he made no doubt of their having been
there before.
Upon this I determined to pay Mr. D———a

Vific myi’clf; and accordingly went.to him the
feventh Day after his Arrival 1n Town. I fent up my
Name, finding he had a good deal of (“mr.puny
who all withdrew when I came into the Room.
Being with him alone, he pretended to receive me
very kindly ; and when I exprels’d a Surprize, that,
contrary to what was ufual with him, he "had been a
whole Week in Town without letting me know 1t,
or coming to fee me; he anfwer’d, ’1 was on ac-
count of fome indifpenfable Atrendances he was
oblig’d to pay to Perfons of high Rank. Without
further Ceremony I tax’d him with his fecret ly
dealing with my Orﬁccrs; and told him, that if
he had any Doubts to be fausfy’d in, he well knew
I was always ready to do it myfelf; and I could not
think he meant me well. He affured me my Suf-
picions were wrong, and that he only wanted to be
informed, for the fake of fatisfying the Lords of
the Admiralty, why we returned fo foon from the
Difcovery ; and found it was owing to the very i1l
State of Health of both the Ships Crews: And
when I took my leave, he promifed to repay my
Vifit foon, which he did in a few Days; when, at
my Defire, he perufed my Log-Book and Draughts,
and having afk’d me a few Queltions about the
Tides, took his leave, and I have never feen him
fince, excepting once or twice by Accident,

C 2 About
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Abouta Week afcer this, Mr. Fames Smith, whom
Mr. D himfelf had recommended to me as 2
Friend (Append. XIX.) and as fuch was employed
by me in the Voyage, asan Under-Clerk, and wrote
molft of the Copies of my Journal, came and told
me that a clofe Defign was carrying on againft me,
between Mr. D——-—«, my Lleutenanr, my Clerl\,
and my Surgeon, and that Mr. #ilfon, my Mafter,
beihg then ]uf’t arrived 1n the River, he believed
they “had drawn him in too, for that he was fure he
had been with them once at leaft.

Mr. Fammes Smith came to me a fecond time, and
told me, that Mr. D had formed a Scheme to
mvalnd*xtc my Journal, and reprefent it as a falfe
one; but that Mr. Rankin informing him, that his
own Joumals which were already delivered in, and
fo could not be alter’d, agreed in the main with
mine, that Projet was drop’d

T'ill now I had only felt a Concern for Mr. D—,
who had behaved to me in fo ungenteel a Manncr:
But this Intelligence warned me that it was high
time to think of fecuring my own Reputation from
his Attacks, which I refolved to do if I could s
and therefore, I forthwith fent to Mr. Rankin and
Mr. Wilfon, and defired that they would bring their
original Log-Books with them, which they did
and we pxIMi moft part of the Day in comparing
them care tu with mine, Mr. Fames Smith aflifling
us: And finding them agree in every thing of Con-
fequence, they tef‘fmgd the fame in writing, and fo
did Mr. Smith, in the firft blank Leat of my Jour-
nal, ready to be delivered to your Lordfhips

At the fame time Mr. #ilfon and Mr. Rankin
both declared an entire Diflike of Mr. D———7s
practifing with them ; and Renkin added, that Mr.
D—— had endeavour’d to make his Wlfe believe
that I had threatned to cane him, and perfuaded

her
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I | her to influence him to revenge it fome way or

9

4§ other.

{ | Mr. Wilfow’s Profeffions of refenting Mr. D—’s
s . =) -

¢ | Proceedings were undoubtedly fincere, as will ap-

d pear to your Lordfhips from his Affidavit (Append.
) XX.) Icannot fay the like of my Lieutenant. He
) meant me honeftly at firft; elfe a Letter in his own
, Hand-writing (Append. XXXIIL.) which T entreat
your Lordfhips to read, proves him the worft of
Hypocrites. But the fpecious Promife of a Com-
mand in another north-weft Expedition appears to
d have operated upon him, and foon altered his Con-
) | dué&. As for my Clerk, he has openly declar’d,
* that becaufe I did not make him a Compliment of a
5 Purfer’s Warrant, (which I am fure he never afked
of me) he refolv’d to differve me the firft Oppor-
tunity ; and to that end took on in Mr. D——7s
Service ; not doubting, with the help of his Friend
; the Surgeon, to do my Bufinefs, and be rewarded
: on that Account with a Purferthip. (Mr. Dewilde’s,
‘; Mr. Wilfow’s, and Mr. Macbeath’s Affidavits, App.
XX, XXI. and XXVL.)

On the other hand, as I have already acknow-
ledged the very friendly Admonitions of Mr. Fames
| Smith, Mr. D——">s particular Friend, [ ought
. | not to forget Mr. Fobn Lindrick, another young
Gentleman of Mr. D————"s recommending,
for the generous Account of my Behaviour which he
fent his Father from the Orkneys, at a Time when
he little thought I fhould be reprefented in fo dif-
ferent Colours ; His Letter it feems was printed in
{fome of the Irifh News-Papers; and I am told was
reprinted in feveral of our own about November laft.
(dppend. XX VIII.'and XXIX.)

Altho’ Mr. D had contriv’d that his Scheme

3 fthould not take Air before moft of my People were
| gone away into other Service ; yet I have been
conyinced, greatly to my Satisfaction, of the Dif-

pofition
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pofition of thofe that are left of them, in and neat
London, to do me Juftice: For without any Appli-
cation of mine, hearing of the Defigns on Foot a-
cainft me, they have enquired me out one after
another, and offered to make Affidavit of what
they happened to be Witnefles to in the Voyage,
and which they do ftill well remember., It was
from fome of thefe I firft learned that certain Queries
had been fent, by your Lordfhips Diretion, to be
anfwer’d by fome of my Officers ; which I find by
the Tranfcript your Lordfhips were pleafed to or-
der me, have been anfwered accordingly.,

This is the Account which I have mentioned be-
fore to your Lordfhips ; and I humbly hope your
Forgivenefs, if it fhall be thought fomewhat more
prolix than may be confiftent with your Attention
to Affairs of much greater Importance.

OBJECTIONS of Mr. A---"D=-- ‘to ‘the
Conduct of Capt. Chriftopher Middleton, in a
late Voyage for a Difcovery of a North-weft
Paflage : Together with Capt. Chriftopher
Middleton’s Defence of his Condu&, in An-
{wer to the Objections of Mr, A--- D---.

Mr. D
T appears that be found a firic Tide at the Head-
Land, N. E. of Brook Cobham, and that the
Tide fometimes rofe there 22 Feet, and that many
Whales were feen there clofe in upon Shore, but none
Jeen but in that Place and in Wager River by him,

and in the fame Bay by Fox, and between Cape Ful-
lerton and Whalebone Point 2y Scroggs.

What
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Capt. Middleton.

Journals, WhatMr. D means by a finé
Juy 5. Ma- Pide 1 cannot guefs. Being outward
fter's Anfwers B o 6“—’ o "N ;
to Q_ 10. ounda in at. 3 20 0. 9 Or 10
and 14. Leagues to the Eaftward of Brook Cos-

bam, 1 met with a Tide off the Head-
land, which run but two Miles an Hour, from the
N. E. b. E. one Day before the Full-Moon : This
is no more than what we find all along that Coaft;
as alfo between Churchill and 2ork Fort, near the
Full and Change : And alfo, when it blows hard
with a Wind northerly, we frequently experience
the Tide to rife as high as 20 or 22 Feet. 'Twenty
Years Obfervations along thefe Coafts, have con-
firm’d me in this, and all who have been duly ac-
quainted with them know it well. Our Journals
do not mention any Whales, Seals, or Sea-Horfes,
to have been feen nearer Brook Cobbam,
A‘({O“:":‘”‘ls’ than off the Head-land, which is 10
=" Leagues from it, nor did we fee any near
that Coaft befides there,

My. D—=
But no black Whales [een at any other time in any o-
ther Part of the Bay, or in Hudfon’s Straits, by any
Ships who have been in the Bay, either upon Trade,
or upon making Difcovery.

Capt. Middleton.

I have almoft every Voyage feen Whales 50 or
60 Leagues up in Hudfow's Straits, and have frequent-
ly traded for freth Bone in all Paris of the Straits
and Bays, particularly about the Upper Salvages, Sa-
lifbury, and Nottingham in the Straits; the Sleepers,
Baker’s Dozens, and as far down as Belcher’s Iflands,
in Lat. 56° in the Bay, the Company allowing us
25 per cent. neat Profit upon ail fuch Trade. That

this

e e ——— - —
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this can be no other than the Bone of Whales
attually taken in thefe Parts, is evident beyond
Difpute, to all who know, that in 10 or 12 Days
after a Whale 1s dead, the Bone drops off of itfelf
from his Mouth ; for it is impofiible the dead Fifh
fhould arive 180 Leagues in that Time, fince no
Ship, even under her main Courfe, or at Hull, has
ever been known by the greateft Storm to drive
above two Miles, or two Miles and an Half an
Hour : But it 1s well known, that a very {mall
Part only of a dead Whale’s Body emerges above
the Surface of the Water ; well then may it be ad-
mitted, thaat it would require at lealt 3 Months, in
the moft favourable Circumitances, for fuch Fith
to drive from #ager River or Brook Cobbam, to
any of the beforemention’d Parts, or to Rupert
River, where a dead Whale was found about 3
Years fince, with the Bone all in its Mouth ; a fure
Proof thatit bad lately liv’d thereabouts. It is not
realonable to conclude, that there are no Whales in
Hudfow’s Bay, becaufe we have never feen any. It
thould be confidered, that in our Track we always
keep at a great Diftance from the Shore, at a time
of the Year when the Whales keep in the Bays and
great Inlets, This is the Reafon why all thofe Indi-
ans that drink Train-Oil, and feed on Blubber,
choofe to inhabit the Eaft Main, as I have been af-
fured by one of them who lived with me three
Years.

Mr. D
That Wager River is @ Strait and no frefb River,
is evident from its Increafe and Depth, from the En-
trance on the Eaft-fide, to the South-weflward and
Nortb-wefiward, and alfo the Heighth of the Lands,
and there being no Shrubs nor Timber on any of the
Lands, tho’ always found in the [ame, or more norther-
ly Latitudes, upon frefb Water Rivc’r:.
2 Capt.
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Capt. Middleton.

Joural of  ‘That ##ager River was no Strait, but
our3 Weeks 5 frefh Water River, I collefted from
Stay there, 2 : e
and the Am- the following Particulars, 1/, From
davits of the Floods coming in at its Mouth from
Towns, Von the Eaftward. 24}, From its lowing
‘2”}6’,;1‘ X;d 18 Feet at the Entrance, but 13 at
pend. Deer Sound, and at the higheft the Boat

went, no morethan 5or 6 Feet, 3dl,
From the Water’s being almoft freth in the Mid-
Channel above Deer Sound, fo that the Men chofe
to drink it alongfide the Boat, when myfclf was
prefent. 4/bly, From the Water-falls being fo
ftrong, as to force the Boat to come to a Grapnel,
being unable to proceed higher up.

Mr. D—-

The Eaft Entrance of Wager River was only 7 Miles
wide, and from 14 to 44 Fathomsin the Mid-Channel,
as they Jailed in, with a rapid Tide, which run from
6 to 9 Miles in an Hour, but farther up Wefiward,
even from 20 Leagues to 30 Northweft, it increafed
to 8 and 10 Leagues widey and [o as to have no Ground
will a Line of 68 Fathoms.

Capt. Middleton.

It is a fallacious Way of arguing #ager River
to be a Strait from its Increafe and Depth of Water.
In feveral Parts of the Norway and Swedifh Coafts,
there are large Rivers which the Natives call Fewrs,
not above to or 12 Fathom ar the Entrance, and
yet they difcover no Ground within, with many
hundred Fathomsof Line. It isindeed notdifficulr,
thp’ it would be too tedious, to account for all fuch
Rivers enlarging their Capacities, both in Breadth
and Depth.

The Land I faw here was as high to the full, ag

D any

;
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any I met with about the River h’/ﬂger As for the
want of Trees and Shrubs, thofe who have travelled
from Churchill N. W. as far as the Arétic Circle, by
Land, as Norton and many others, all agree, that
after they had paft the Lat. of 61° they never faw
the lealt Tree or Shrub, tho’ they went2 or 300

Miles within Land, amongft Lakes and Rivers of
freth Waters.

My, D——
At 20 Leagues from the Entrance, it was full of
black Whales, Seals, and Sea-Horfes, when there were
no Whales [een Zzuau, or without the River,

Capt. Middleton.

I faw myfelf only two {fmall Whales, neither of
them of the Whalebone kind, in #ager River,
thele were at Deer Sound, where the Lieutenant and
Mafter faw others of the black kind,
but none were feen above it ;3 thefe,
they were of Opinion, came by fome
Inlet on the Eaft-fide the River. Mr. D fays,
that the River, at 20 Leagues from the Entrance,
was full of black Whales, Seals, and Sea-horfes,
None ever faw Whales above Deer Sound, which
yet 1s but 15 Leagues higher than the Entrance.
But how comes it about that none of thefe were
feen yet higher up, nearer his pretended Paffage in-
to the Weftern Ocean, where 1t was clear of ILC‘, if

they came in that \‘7:1) ;s whereas my-

Logg Book,  felf and others faw three at our coming

u‘fm"fd:"’% out of the River? After all, if the
of Touwns, Von VW hales came not in from the ‘Eaft-
Sobrick and  ward, why fhould there be fuch Abun-
Grant. Ap- dance of Efkimaux about Sevage Sound,
g’(e;z‘[i'[rAiﬂ' but eight lL.eagues within the River’s
XXIV. Mouth, with Store-houfes of Blubber
and Fin, and none to be feen elfe-

where

Mafter’s Anf,
to Qu. 4.
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where on the Coafls of this River ? Whereas, did
they come in higher from the Weftward, the Inland
whereof thefe Indians chiefly inhabit, we thould cer-
tainly have found them and their Store-houfes that
way, and not down the River 60 Miles from their
Homes. Asfor Mr. D ’s Seals and Sea-horfes
in the River Wager, 1 take them to be all his own ;
I never faw any there myfelf, nor have I heard that
any of my People ever did.

Mr. D
—— Al broken Land at the Northweft End, with a
great Collection of Waters full of Iflands, the Lands on
the Sides as bigh as the Lands at the Cape gf Good-
Hope, and o large Opening on the Southweft Side,

Capt. Middleton.

The Lieutenant and Mafter fay indeed in their
Report, that they faw, far to the Northward, a large
Collection of Waters, with mountainous Land on
the Sides; and on the Weft-fide bluff Points, and
broken Land : But then they take Notice alfo of a
great Run or Fall of Water on this Side the faid
Colle&tion of Waters, which doubtlefs muft have
rendered any Progrefs upwards impracticable ; and
affords a ftrong Argument againft any Communi-
cation between Fager River and the Weftern A-
merican Ocean. If it be worth while to form any
probable Conjectures about fuch large Collections
of Waters, I wou’d fay, ’tis likely they are no other
than a kind of Lakes of melted Snows from the
Mountains ; for {cveral fuch we faw every where
between the Hills, in the Valleys, when we were
athore on Mountains about Cape Frigid, and above
Deer Sound 5 as alfo on the S. W. Side of the River
Wager, where I was myfelf the Day before we left
that River;

D2 My D—-—==
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Mr. D

e which was never attempted nor look’d into,——

Capt. Middleton.
tho’ Mr. D is pleafed to fay, that this Side was
never fo much as look’d into at all. The Truth is,
we had made feveral unfuccefsful Attempts to land
there, but never could for Ice, before that Day.

Mr. D
nor none of the Bays nor broken Lands betwixt
Whale Cove and Cape Dobbs, the South Cape of
Wager River, were fearched into at all,-

Capt. Middleton.
Logg Book At our Return from Cape Frigid to
x 2‘ 1'30’ i:t Brook Cobbamn, we fearched exactly all
Matter’s Anf. the Weft-fhore, as near as the Iflands
toQu. 12. Af- and Rocks permitted us with Safety 3
fidavits of and faw all the Main-land and Bottom
AT lqril of the Buys, as is explained at large
Grant. Ap- in our Logg Book, thewing the Courfe
pend. XXII.  and Diftance failed every Hour, in
%;Hf and hauling off or on, to deepen and
W thoalden the Water, which the Jour-
nal exprefles lefs particularly ; efpecially from W hale-
bone Point to Brook Cobbam homewards : The reft
of the Way Northward we had traverfed outward
bound. 'We had very little hazy Weather, except
in the Night, and then we lay by till Day-light, and
hauled in as near the Shore as we durft. It was
not poflible to mifs any Inlets where there could be
any Hopes of a Paffage. Of Cape Fullerton, we
met with Rocks and broken Ground
Ld!y‘;”"gzz‘?(“d 5 Leagues diftant, which obliged us
Auz. 10, 11, to haul further off to deepen our Wa-
: ter, and lay too for moderate clear
Weather,
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Weather, between the two Shores, But when it
cleared up, we ftood in N. and N. b. W, into 40
odd Fathoms ; if we came within that Depth, we
fell into broken Ground, fudden Shoaldings, Rip-
lings, and Overfalls, But between Lat. 64° and
63°, we had better Soundings, and could come
nearer the Land, tho’ at Night we were obliged to
ke p a League or two further out, and drive, as
per Logg Book, and ftand in Shore in the Day : We
never, but once, were above 4 or 5 Leagues off
Shore, and that was towards Morning, in Expe-
¢tance of Day-light; in moft other Places not above
2 or 3 Leagues from the Land, and in g Fathoms
Water off the Head-land in Lat. 63° 20. All the
Norch-fide of the 77elrome is high Land, and as far
as Brook Cobbam, appears very near at 4 or
Leagues Diftance. Fox’s Account of this Coaft,
aud 1ts Tides, may be met with in a Book printed at
London in 1635, entitled North-weft Fox, or Fox
Jrom the North-weft Paffage,

Mr. D
— tho’ the chief Places pointed at by Fox and Scroggs
Jfor a Faffage 5 they baving mention’d them to be il byo-
ken Lands and Wflands, where many Whales were Jeen,
where were bigh Tides from 4 to 5 Fathoms,—

Capt. Middleton.

Scroggs’s Account is in the Poffeflion of the Hud-
Jon’s Bay Company. I have carefully perufed both
that and Fox’s many Years fince. They are fo pro-
foundly unintelligible, that one may venture to fay,
no uninfpired Perfon can make any Thing of them,

_ Mr. D
but no Stop made there by Capt. Middleton, wor

bis Boats ever once fent on Shore, to try the Tides, or
Jearch after Inlets or Siraits, 1he® he bad very fine

Weather
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Weather all the Voyage 5 and tho’ at a Council, they
bad agieed to fearch that Coaft 5 great Part of it
being paft in the Night, and baving not been at any
Time mearer the Iflands or Head-lands than 5 or 6
Leagues,

Capt. Middleton.
The Reafon I did not {end the Boat on Shore to
try the Tides, was too melancholy a one to be eafily
! forgotten ; the greatelt Part of our
Mafter's Anf.
el iz Ads Men were not only ﬁrl but had al-
davits of Towns 10 loft the Ufe of their Limbs; fo
and VonSobrick.  that if I had mann’d the Boat, the
if&"\?‘ilﬁxu remaining Hands would have been
infufficient to have werk’d the Ship,
or handled the Sails. The Truth of what I fay will
fcarce be call’d in queftion, when it 18 known how
many of thefe poor Creatures I was obliged to leave
at the Orkneys, and how many of them fince we
came home, have been, and ftill are folliciting for
SmmtTlcl\ecs, moft of which will, I fear, be for
ever unferviceable to their Country and to themf{elves,
If I had not imprefled 8 or g Men at the Orkneys,
as I then wrote to my Lords Commiiffioners of the
Admiralty, I could not poffibly have brought the
Shi; p home, having not above 3 Men and 4 Officers
who did Duty, that were able to come on Deck.
But to return to the Tides ; they were fo far from
being negletted by me, that I tried them frequently,
and almoft every Hour as alfo the

]O”“nl Aug.  Currents, which I could do as well
Mafter’s - ;
Am. to Qu. 13. 9P board, orina Boat near the Ship

in the Channel, and much better

than within Head-lands or near Iflands, which, by
forming Eddies, pxoouce a Confufion and Ixreoula-
rity in them, to which Caufe is undoubtedly owing
the grofs Inconfiftencies which abound in Fox, Mr.
D ’s favourite Oracle, My Inftructions ordere
m

£
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me to obferve the Height, Courfe, and Dire&ion
of the Tides; but to obferve them almoit every
Hour in all Places, as I did here, would not only
have been quite incompatible with our ever return-
ing home again, tho’ I had tried but 20 Leagtes of
Coaft, in fuch high Latitudes, where what is called
Summer is {o quickly over ; but it-would alfo have
been altogether unneceflary.  For wherever I judged
it proper to examine, I never fail’d to do it, as at
Churchill Whale Cove in Lat. 62° 20, Wager River,
and the Frozen Straits ; and having the exact Courfe
and Height of the Tides from my own Experience,
at thefe Places, as alfo in all Parts of Hudjon’s Bay,
I could not miftake the Floods for the Ebbs after-
wards, by obferving the Slacks, as Mr. D .
an utter Stranger to fuch Matters, has attempted to
infinuate,

My, Dmmeee
the Ships baving quit the Difcovery in the Begin-
ning of Auguft,

Capt. Middjeton.

The Difcovery was not quitted before
the 15th of Auguft, when we left Brook
Cobbam. This Month is confefledly the
fitteft of all the Year, and the only one too, for
making and perfecting Difcoveries in thefe Parts ;
the Seas being then tolerably clear of Ice in fome
Years; for in others, there 1s no paffing at all to
the Northward of Lat. 64°. If I had ftaid longer
than I did, how could I have expected to pafs Hud-
Jow’s Straits, who well remember the Fate of one of
our homeward bound Ships, which was lock’d u
in Ice near Mansfield Ifland in the Middle of Sep-
tember, where fhe lay confin’d three Weeks, and
had her whole Crew almott frozen to Dcath., We
ulually pafs the Straits homewards the latter End of

Auguft,

Journals,
A{zg. 15.

. =
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Avguft, or the Beginning of September at farthelt, and
even then our Sails and Rigging are frozen to fuch
a degree, that if a Topfail be handed, we‘are two
or three Days before we can get any Part of it fet
but what l:reﬂl-water-oentleman could ever imagine
this in an eafy Chair !

Since Mr. D——— is here again reiterating his
Complaints of my Neglect of the Coalt between
Whale Cove and Cape Dobbs, I muft obferve, that
tho’ I did examine it carefully all along, as T have
already fet forth, yet was I no ways direted by my
Inftruttions to do fo. Let me add, that fouth-
ward of Latitude 65%, a Paffage has been fought
carefully and to no purpofe for ‘thefe three hundred
Years and more. For Button, Fox, and many others
fince, have kept along Shore by Sea as far as 65°,
and others ftill higher within Land ; which is fuf-
ficient to put this Point quite out of Difpute.

My, D——m—,

— When almoft all the Ice was difJolved in Wager
River, and none to obfiruct them to the fouthward of
that River, that Month being the beft Month in the
Qear to perfeli the Difcovery. The only pretended
Reafons given by Capt. NMiddleton why be took Wager
Strait for a River, were thefe 5 That the Tide flow’d
into the Strait from the N. E. that it was full of Ice
as far as the Shipswent up, and faﬂzew’//rt /yng vy and
therefore be took the Ice to be breaking up, as be went
iny and that at a Point, near which //my apprebended
there was a Current or ﬁ ¢/b Stream two Leagues from
them, they apprebended the Water was brackyb.

The firft was no Reafon 5 for if it was a Strait, the
Dide of Flood muft follow them weftward, antil they
met the contrary Tide, and as probably they bad not got
balf Way through, the Flood muft neceflarily follow
them from the eafiward,

I The
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The fecond Reafon why the Ice was but breaking up
when they entered the River muft be alfo falfz 5 fo
none can imagine, that Whales in great Numbers ﬂm‘ /
lye up the River under the Ice not broke up, and none
at all below where it was broke up 5 it ap peﬂm alfo
that there was much lefs Ice above than below Nm
can the third be a Reafon, Z/amz/w the Water near
Stream they apprebended to be a frefb Curvent fho //n’
be brackifb, tho® that is controverted s fince there were
great Openings into the River befides f%ﬂ‘ S -‘;’a ant ’/)ﬂ
they never tried, and no doubt the diffolving of the S,

from the Lands, aswell as Ice, ﬁz;gr_” lf;/e,r the S

nefs of the Water at that Seafon in narrow ],z».uw.
Capt. Middleton

Mr. D— having brought me back to #ager Ri-
ver, I muft attend him there again. None of our
Journals fay, that the Ice was but juft brcaking up

in the main River. At the time the
July 15. Lieutenant went up to Deer-Sound, it

was not indeed broke up in the Inlets
Appen. VIII.  and Bays, as his Report teftifies, but

did break whilft he was there ; yet af-
furedly it had been cleared away at the upper Part
of the River fome Time. If the River itfelf had
not been broken up, we could not have got our
Ships into it: But 1t is well known, that in all
frozen Countries, the upper Ice of the Rivers is
blown up and firft of all gives way, from the Frefhes
produced by melted Snow, which alfo hurries the
Ice downwards in Concurrence with the Stream,
and out of the River’s Mouth into the Bay or
Ocean.

And now I am {peaking of melted Snow, I can-
not avoid remarking the Weaknefs of this Gentle-

E man’s
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man’s Conjetture, that thefe Diffolutions fhould fo
far take off the natural faline Quality of this ima-
ginary Sea-water, in fo wide and deep a Bafon, as
to render it but barely brackith ; when it may be
made appear, by an eafy Computation, that fuch
Addition ‘can never amount to a thoufandth Part
of the total Content of the Water, and therefore
muft be altogether incapable of producing any {en-

fible Alteration in 1ts Talfte.

Mr. D :

— Another Reafon he alfo ﬂ/zu,geﬂ why it was a
River wa r, that the Height of the Tide diminifbed the
farther weftward be went, as from 13 Feet, where
the Ships /n}, to 10 Feet at Dear-Sound, 10 Leagues
bigher, and to 6 Feet at the furtheft Bluff Point the
Boats were at 5 bowever this laff was only compulta-
tive, bhaving not bad time to make a full, Tual s but
this, if true, can be no Reafon s for it proves juft the
fame in Maggellan Siraits 3 by Narborough’s Account
the Tide on the eaft Side rifes 4 ]7(1"/)5;’:*, within the
fecond Narrow 10 Feet, and in the Middle, where the
other Tide meets it, it rifes but 8 or g Feet.

To make out this rapid Tide in Wager River, and
10 account for the Whales being there, and coming in by
the IWay the Ships entered, be ﬂz/ea’oe; there was a great
Tide ﬁowui through [z frozen Strait north eaffward of
Wager River, from Hudfon’s Strait by Cape Com-
fort awhich was 18 to 20 Leagues long, from 4 to
wide, but jilled with Iflands, and foft froze from Side to
Side, under which thefe Whales muft bave palfed, and
the Tide which filled not only the great Bay, above Cape
Hope and Wager River, but elfo the whole Wel-
come, (’ifﬂi‘ as the Point near Brrook Cobham, where
be fupp ,Ls the foutbern Tide met it, andraifed tbe great

Capt,
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Capt. Middleton.

I do believe that my Conclufion, drawn from the
leffening of the Rife of the Tide in afcending #a-
ger River, will appear juft to all who have been
much experienced in fuch Affairs ; yet I own, that
the Inftance of the Tides in the Strait of Magellan,
which Mr. D brings from Sir Jobn Narborough,
admitting that they were duly obferv’d, is an Ex-
ception to this general Rule, and has been often re-
mark’d as the only known one of the kind. How-
ever, no one who has pafied that Strair, takes the
leaft Notice of any Brackifhnefs or Frefhnefs of the
Water 3 tho’ they all remark the Abundance of
T'rees on its Coalts. In a word, the feveral Phzno-
mena and Properties of the River #7ager do uni-
verfally agree with thofe of all other Rivers where
the Tide flows, in the known World.

My, D———,

In Anfwer to this it appears, that no Whales were
feen near that Strait nor Bay above Cape Hope, nor
any where near Wager River, at the eaft End, nor in
the Welcome, until near Brock Cobham, and confe-
quently the Prefumption is firong, that the Whales never
came in that Way. There are alfo firong Reafons to
Shew, that no Tide from Cape Frigid could caufe the
Tide in the River Wager

Capt. Middlelon.

Itis true, as Mr. D . obferves, that our Peo-
ple faw no Whales during our fhort Stay at the
frigid Strait, or in Repulfe Bay above Cape Hope,
tho’ there might be great Numbers in fhore which
efcaped our View, as thofe certainly would which I
have faid we faw off the Head Land in Latitude
63° 20, if we had not been within five or fix Miles
of the Shore, and the abundance of Sea-horfes and

E 2 Seals
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Seals which appeared every where thereabouts, is
no {mall Indication that thofe Parts are not with-
out Whales, fince they are fcldom feen in Num-
bers, but where Wales alfo come. I have already
contradicted his Affertion, that none were {feen near
the eaft End of #74ger River, by inftancing three
my{elf and others faw there.

Mr. D
ond that it is bighly probable, ihat there is no
fuch Strait, and that it is only in Imagination, or cal-
culated to [erve that particular Purpofe.  For from the
Obfervations be made in Wager River, where be
Sayed ihree Weeks, be could afcertain the Time of Tide
at High-water, where the Ships lay in Savage Sound,
which was fixed lo a weft-and-by-north Moon, making
High-water.

Capt. Middleton.

He might as well have faid, *T'is likely Hudfon’s
Straits 1s an imaginary one, as that, tis probable
there 1s no fuch Place as the Frigid Straits. When

I was on Shore at Cape Frigid, 1 fent

Log-Journal,  the Carpenter and Gunner to the Top
AUgs- of the higheft Mountain there, from
whence they could overlook and take a diftin&
View of all the Straits to the fouthward, and the
Land, Iflands, and Bays all round. At their Re-
turn, I ftrictly examined them as to the Particulars
they faw ; whether they were pofitively fure that
the low Beach joined to the Land we ftood upon ?
They affured me it did 3 that we were

Mater’s An- on no Ifland cut off from the Beach
fwer to Qu.  and that the Frozenm Straits, of which
T they delivered me a Plan next Morn-
ing on board, was at leaft twelve Leagues wide from
the eait 1o the welt Side 3 and not lets than four or
five L-acues over at the Mouth or narroweft Part.
I could indeed fee every thing very well from my
own
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own Station, except to the fouthward towards Cape
Comfort, and the high Land that way ; fo that 1
was {atisfied the Frozen Strait did not furround the
Land we were upon ; Befides had it ;
been fo, we could not have hada Tide f.wéﬂeios An-
fo ftrong as four Miles an Hour, which ‘I“x'_r G-
had like to have halled the Ship into
it. When I went on Shore we ftood in within two
Leagues of it, and were oblig’d, tho' the Wind
blew a freth Gale off the Mouth or Entrance of the
Strait, to ftand from it, thereby to prevent our be-
ing halled in among the Ice on the Ebb, and fet off
from it on the Flood. I left the Ship between nine
and ten in the Morning, and got afhore by eleven,
when I found the Water had fallen five or fix Feet
by the Shore, and noted it in my Memorandum
Book. At my Return to the Boat at half an hour paft
4 in the Afternoon, thofe who kept the Boat acquain-
ted me, that it had flowed four Feet, and I pre-
fently meafured what Height it had to flow to the
Marks of the laft Tide, by a Pole fet up at the Wa-
ter’s Side, and found that a Level continued from
the faid Marks to the Pole made twelve Feet, which
added to the four Feet the Men had obferved, made
in all fixteen Feet for the whole Rife of the Tide;
though by fome Marks of Sca-weeds, &Jc. on the
Shore, it appeared to have flowed, upon extraor-
dinary Circumftances, eight or ten Feet more. From
the ebbing Water when I landed, I concluded
the Time of High-water that Evening would be
about 8 and g9 o’Clock, it being almoft four Days
after the full Moon, and confequently a W. or W.
b.S. Moon made High-water, and nota N.W.b.N.
Moon, as Mr. D—="s, the better to fuit his pur-
pofe, would have it,

Mr,
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Mr. Do,

He tried the Tide when be was'on fbore at Cape
Frigid, where be fuppofed the Frozen Strait, on Sun-
day ke eighth of Augult, and found it Low-water at
Jeven at Night, jult at Sun-fet as be affirms 5 1hée Moon
was at full the fifth at fix in the Morning in London s
Jo allowing for the Difference of Longitude, it was
then three Days and eighteen Hours after the Fulls fo that
taking three Hours for the Difference of the Tide in that
time, it was Low-water at full Moon, at four in the
Evening, which was a SIW.b.1V. Moon that made
Low-water, confequenily a N.W.b.N. Moon made
High-water there, which was four Points or three
Hours later than the Tidé in Wager River, and con-
Jequently could not be canfed by that Tide,

Capt. Middleton.

I muft here however do Mr. D the Juftice
to confefs, that when he afk’d me at my Lodgings,
the only time he was pleafed to call fince my Re-
turn, how it flowed there on Swnday the eighth of
Auguft s having not my Memorandum Book at hand,
Yanfwered him, That, to the beft of my Memory,
it was High-water juft at Sun-fet, about feven a-
Clock : whereas I fhould have faid a little after
eight, the Sun fetting at that time; and if, as he
relates, I faid Low-water, that was an inadvertent
Blunder, for which I afk his Pardon.

Mr. D .

He alfo found at Brook Cobham, that a Weft or

W.b.N. Moon made High-water there, and therefore

that Tide could not flow from Cape Frigid, as ke al-
ledges from bis Fournal,

Capt,
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Capt. Middleton.

But to return to the Tides : Thofe
Mafter’s An-  who were on board perceived no Tide,
?:f-"r © Q- cither of Ebb or Flood between the
low Beach and Cape Frigid, whilft they
were driving and working to wait for the Boat;
whereas if the Land of that Cape had been an Ifland
cut off from the low Beach, the ftrong Tide would
have come round it. But I lying open off the
Bay formed by the low Beach and Cape Frigid, fe-
veral Hours after my returning on board, found

no Appearance of any Tide that Way.

After all, were I to grant him his Tide at Cape
Frigid, how much could that avail him? It is not
poffible to account for all the Anomalies and Pecu-
liarities of Tides, without an accurate Knowledge of
the almoflt infinite Caufes and Circumftances to

which they may be owing; as I wrote
Letterof No-  to him in November Jat. Though it
Zﬁ;idl%t} flows E.S.E. at Refolution, and S.b.E,
" at Cape Diggs, making five Points in
rdnning 130 Leagues, yet it amounts but to a fingle
Point in going down to 4/bany and Moofe River ;
for there itflows S. and the Diftance is 250 Leagues.
Again, from Humber to Cromer, on the Lincolnfhire
Coaft, is but 14 Leagues 5 yet at the former it lows
W.b.S. and at the latter N.W. Likewife at the
Orineys it flows S.S.E. and the very fame at Orford-
nefs. 1 could bring hundreds of other Inftances
from my own Experience; fo that where Tides
flow into deep Bays, and arc obftruted by Iflands,
or counter Tides, no Rules can be fix’d.

T'he late learned Dr. Halley, in his excellent II-
luttration of Sir Jfaac Newton’s Theory of the Tides,
has fet this Matter in a very juft Light. And be-
caufe he was not only extremely well verfed in the
Philofophy of the Ocean, but alfo a moft expert

2 Seaman,
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Seaman, 1 fhall net fcruple to tranfcribe his
‘Words.

Speaking of the Phaznomena of the Tides, ac-
cording to the pure Laws of Gravity, he fays,
—< All thefe things would regularly come to pafs,
¢ if the whole Earth were covered with Sea very
¢« deep : But by reafon of the Shoalnefs of fome
<¢ Places, and the Narrownefs of the Straits thro®
¢« which the Tides are in many Cafes propagated,
« there arifes a great Diverfity in the Effect, not to
<t be accounted for without an exat Knowledge of
¢ the Circumtances of the Places; as of the Pofi-
« tion of the Land, and the Breadth and Depth
« of the Channels, by which the Tide flows : For
¢ 5 very {low and imperceptible Motion of the
« whole Body of the Water, where it is, for ex-
« ample, two Miles deep, will fuffice to raife its
e« Qurface ten or twelve Feet in a Tide’s times
«¢ whereas if the fame Quantity of Water were to

« be convey’d upon a Channel of forty Fathoms
<« deep, it would requirea very great Stream to
« effect it in fo large Inlets as are the Channels of
s« England, or the German Ocean, e’  Philofos
phical Tranfatiions. N°. 226.

Mr. D :

It appears alfo that on the fixth of July, as be was
fanding off and on a Head Land in about 63° 20, at
fve in the Morning, be lower’d the Boat to try the
Current, and found it fet N.N.E. two Knols two
Fathoms, it being then full Moon, and a W . or W.o.N.
Moon making High-water there and at Brook Cobham,
and it being then a W.b.S. Moon, it was then flowing
Water, -and the Current fetting flowly N.N.E. the
Flood muft bave come from the SH. and not from
the N.Eb.E. as be afterwards pretends, and confe-

wently a Tide might bave come fram the fouth-wef-
ward from fome Inlet,———
' ‘ Mr,
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Capt. Middleton.

For want of Experience in the Nature of Tides
and their Courfe, and a ftrong Defire of bringing
tke Flood out of fome Suppofitious Inlet on the
weftern Coafl, he criticizes my Oblervation of Fuly
6, endeavouring to invert the true Courfe. Here
as ufual, he keeps up ftrictly to Rule and Theory.
But thofe who have been much in Practice will in-
form him, that upon all Coafts where the Tides
flow, they are frequently found to vary their Courfe
a full Hour, and fometimes an Hour and half, juft
as they happen to be accelerated or retarded by con-
fpiring or adverfe Winds; I do not mean blowing
on the Coaft where the Obfervation is made, but
at a remote Diftance : Thele, I fay, do produce
various Irregularities in their Height and Length
of flowing, in one and the fame Place, and under
the very fame lunar Circumftances. I have known,
for inftance, that in the River Thames it has out-
run its Courfe two Hours, and ebb’d and flow’d two
or three times in one Tide, and all from Winds.
I muit obferve, that Mr. D in this Remark
has no lefs than twice mifcopied my Log-Book, fet-
ting down two Knots two Fathoms, for two Fa-
thomsonly, and five inftead of {ix o’Clock.

Mr. D=——

it being the fame Place where be afterwards
Jow the Whales. 1t appears alfo, that be [ont the
Lieutenant and Mafter in the Boat, when be was in
Wager River, to look out for a Cove or Place of Safe-
ty for the Ships, in cafe they conld not get out in one
Tide, left they [hould be carvied up again by the Rapi-
dity of the Tide, upon the Return of the Flood, it run-
ning at the Rate of 6 to 9 Miles in an Houy ,—

Capt. Middleton.
He clofes his Remark with another Touch upon
the
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the Whales, his conftant Pilots 5 I prefume T have
faid enough upon this Point already, Pag. 14.

My, D——mu
the Boat was carried out along with the Ice, by
the great Current of the Ebb, direéily by the South-
weft Shore, §. E. towards Cape Dobbs, and at the
Turn of the Tide at low Water, they got out of the
Stream into the Eddy Tide, on the N. Shore, and fo
came up again with the Flood.

Capt. Middleton.

He hath mifreprefented the Affair of the Boat’s
being carried out of /7ager River by the Current of
the Ebb. She was carried S. E. b. S.

Matfter’s Anf : -~
£ O Bk dens | 25 the Tide fets, along the South
tenant’s Rep.  Shore, 4 or 5 Leagues, and nomore;
July 27. App.  and then fhe came into the Eddy, oc-
\H/I Journal  cafioned by the Ebb from the W, b.
Ty 27 S. round Cape Dobbs. 1 tried the
Current of the Ebb a Day before the Full Moon,
and found 1t to run 5 Knots and no more, Mr,
D fpeaks of 9 Knots. I know of no fuch Cur-
rent in the World. London Bridge fcarce runs fo

much.

Mr. D

1t appears alfo upon the Ships going out of the River,
that to prevent their being forced back again by the Re-
turn of the Tide of Flood, they made their Courfe as

far as they could towards the North-eaft, to be out of

the Current of the Tide of Flood, which muft be an
Evidence that the Tide of Flood came from the South-
weftward, round Cape Dobbs to the River Wager ;
for bad it came from the North-eaft, by the [uppofed
frozen Strait, they mut, by fonding that Courfe, be
direcily in the Way of the Tide of Flood to carry them
back again into the River,——

Capt,
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Capt. Middlcton.

On the 4th of Auguf?, at 6 o’Clock in the Even-
ing, we came down the River #ager as far as the
lower Iflands. The Water had then ebbed one
Foot, asall our Journals and Logg Books mention.
By Clo'ht it was calm, and bcmu“ then juflt out of
the Plver s Mouth, we made all the Way we could,
B th; Boats towing the bnp‘,_ Ywh.ch was
tonojr.i‘ ™ alfo rowed with Oars, whilft we had

& the Ebb Tide helping us, which fet
out Eaftward between the two Lands which form
the Entrance of the River. By 12 we were got
4 Leagues out of the River, as alfo, out of the In-
drauUht of the River’s Tide, the Calm continuing
thefe laft 4 Hours, and the Fiood Tide juft coming
from the Eaftward at 1, did not run above 2 Knots 3
for the Indraught of the Tide of Rivers has very
little Effect, at the Diftance of 3 or 4 Leagues.

From 12 to 2 we had a fmal Breeze
I/}Z;g goumal at S. and ftood E. S. E. 5 Miles; and

‘ from2to 4 E. 3 Miles: At 6 it was

almoft calm,

and to bave avoided that, they ought to have
kept their Courfe towards Cape Dobbs, that the Tide
of Flood might bave carried them to the Southward.
Tbe Captain, Clerk, Carpenter, and Gunner, went on
Shore at Cape Frigid to view the Land and [sppofed

frozen Strait s the Carpenter and Gunner twent to a

Hill a Mile and half further than the Captain and,
Clerk, and upon their Return, as the Clerk affirins,
they faid the Hill they were upon was an [fland, but
the low beachy Laud to [outbward of them was joined
to ihe Eaftern vnd Northern Land, which joined the
Vet Land, and formed the Bay above Cape Hop:
and that there was no frozen Strail to South-eaftu sard
of themy as the Captain bas laid down in bis 7014/. nal,
F 2 and
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and confequently no Tide could flow through it from 1h°
N. . of Hudfon’s Strait by Cape Comfort.

Capt. Middleton.

Now this Gentlemanis of Opinion we ought to
have gone towards Cape Dobbs, quite back again:
How then could we have avoided being forced a-
fhore among all the Ice that lay off the Cape, or
again into the River? When we could lay onl
W. S. W.and S. W, on the other Tack, the Wind
being South and 8. S. E. and the Flood coming
firong from the E. and E. b. N.  This furely had
been a fine Way of meeting the Flood, and keeping
to my Inftructions,

What I have faid before (Page 28.) I believe
may be fully {ufficient to evince the Reality of the
Frozen Strait; yet I will add, that if, according to
Mr. D , there be no fuch Strait, whence fthould
the ftrong Tide of 4 Miles an Hour, which we met
with there, come, and which the Lieutenant ob-
ferved to force the Ships very rapidly to the North-
eaftward, in lying to about 10 0’Clock in the

Morning, as the Clerk affirms ? who
Anf, toQu. 2. adds, that it muft be a Flood Tide,

tho’ we afterwards found by the
Shore that it was an Ebb, and that it had flowed
near 8 in the Morning, as I have mentioned be-
fore. This is the Effe¢t of Ignorance, or fome-
thing worfe.

Mr. D is for denying a Paflage to the Tides,
by ftopping up the Straits with Iands, which is
fomewhat hike ftopping up the Thames with London
Bridge ; for tho’ our Journals mention the narrow-
eft Part to be but 4 or 5 Leagues wide, yet that is
by no means to be underftood of the Diftance from
Main to Main, but between Iflands and Iflands
which lye off from the Shores. The Main-lands,
which include this Strait, are very high, and there-

fore
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fore may be 3 or 4 Leagues more afunder than by
our Guefs; for determining the Diftance of Lands
at Sea is no other than guefling ; however, I am
{fure the Infterftices between the Iflands, where nar-
roweft, are 4 or 5 Leagues, and may be more,

Mr. D
—— There being no Tide or Current in the Bay be-
yond Cape Hope, is a further Reafon that the Tide
did not flow in that Way, for that Bay would bhave
been direltly in the Way of the Tide 5 but if the Tide
of Flood came from the South-weft, it was a very good
Reafon why there was no Tide or Current there, it
baving no furtber to flow that Way. Nor can it be
prefum’d that fo rapid a Tide, and [o great a Ruantity
of Water fhould flow through [0 narrow a Strait, which
in fome Places was not 4 Leagues wide, and almoft fil-
led with the [flands, [o that the Water, confidering the
Hlands within it, was not 2 Leagues wide, [o as to
Jill the Bay above Cape Hope, Wager River, which
was 8 or 10 Leagues wide, and all the W elcome—

Capt. Middleton.

That there is no Tide or Current in Repulfe Bay,
is no Reafon why the Tide did not flow in at the
Frozen Strait. The Tide did point directly to the
Bay ; but it isa well known Property of the Tides,
that in Bays, where the Current of the Tide has no
Qutlet, it will fwell by the Shore, but retain at the
fame Time fuch a Stagnation, as gives the fame
Refiftence to the Current, as the Shores themfeives
give ; and for this Reafon no Tides are ever difcern-
ed in Bays. Evenin the River Thames, the Water-
men and all Craft are known to keep on from Point
to Point, as the Tide fets, to keep in the Stream
of it. Now this Gentleman would have it, that
Wager River, where the Strait is but 7 Miles wide,
bids fairer for filling the Welcome, and all thefe
Bays, than the Frozen Strair, of as many Leagues,
which is much nearer the Eaftern Ocean.

My,
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Mr. D
as far as the Point near Brook Cobham, where
the Captain owns there was a rapid Tide, and alledges
the foutbern Tide met the other there, altho’ it appears
that the Eaftern Tide was loff in the Bay, and could
not raife a bigh Tide there, it being alfo agreed, that
a North-wefterly Wind at Churchill, raifes a bigher
Tide at Neap, than an eafterly Wind does at Spring
Tides, all thefe confirm that a wefterly Tide muft occa-
Jion [o great Tides in that Part of the Bay

Capt. Middleton.

Near Brook Cobbam, 1 own, the Tide ran two
Knots and no more at a Full Moon 3 and I have
found it run the fame or more Knots between
Churchill and 2ork Tort 3 and upon trying the Tide
about 8 in the Morning between Wager River and

Cape Hope, we found the Ebb 4 or 5
m]i‘o%gulo‘;r' Miles an Hour, in fuch Eddies and

* %" Whirlings, that the Ships could hard-
ly fteer. The Ebb fet E. b. S. by Compafs: The
firft Trial, in bringing up the Boar, the Mafter
loft one of our fmall Graplings, the Strength of the
Ebb breaking a new twelve Thread Rope. He
came on board again and got another, and upon the
fecond Trial found it 4 Knots. We made no lefs
than twenty Trials in going forwards and backwards
between /ager River and Cape Frigid, but found
it no where half fo ftrong as in the Narrow of the
New Strait, except at Cape Frigid and the Mouth
of Wager River. 1 obferved the latt Time I was

at Churchill, and had it confirmed by

Mackbeatl's — Officers who had been there and at
Aﬁ;davx’r.;Ap- F o Rt s Ye: h

pend. XXI. })xt £0rk above 145 Lars, that a

North, and a North-caft Wind, made

a higher Neap Tide, than a South, or South-weft

Wind did a Spring Tide, which is a Confirmation

that
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that the Tide comes through the Frozen Strait
from Baffin’s Bay, &e.

Myr. D——
and finceno Whales were ever feen in any other
Part of the Bay, or in Hudfon’s Sreights, but near
the Eaft-entrance, as they pafs up to Davis’s Straits,
and that all true black Whales go in the Winter to
warm Latitudes; all thefe Things confidered, is almoft
a Demonfiration that thefe Whales come from the
Weftern Ocean, and that the rapid Tides near the Wel-
come, proceed from the fame. The Captain, to evade
the Force of this Argument about the Whales, [ays,
that tho® be never faw any Whales in the Strait or
Bay, be bas bowever, got Whale-fin lately taken from the
Indians, on the Eaff Main, and therefore Whales
muft have been there. To this I anfwer, that fince
the Efkimaux Indians &/l Whales on the North-weft
Side of the Bay, where the Company trade with them
Jor Fin and Qil, the Prefumption is, that fome who
bave been wounded by them, bave got away, and died,
and by the North-wefterly Winds bave been driven to

the Eaft Mainy andthere the Fin was got by the Na-
tives.

Capt. Middleton.

Here again he is drawing Conclufions from the
Whales, which he will needs have to come out of
the Weltern Ocean, as well as the Tides 3 tho’, as
to the latter, all Journals contradi€t him. He in-
fifts allo, that all the Bone which is traded from the
Natives near the Eaft Main, muft be of Fifhes
which died of Wounds they received near the
Weft Main, and are driven this Way by North-
welt Winds. But I have obferved before (Page 16.),
that the Fin drops out of their Mouths in 10 or 12
Days after they are dead, and that it would take up
more than a Year to drive them {0 great a Diftance s

o
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to which may be added, that Hudfon’s Bay is not
clear of Ice two Months in twelve,

At Whale Cove it flows W. N. W, at Brook
Cobbam W.or W. b. N. at River Wager W. The
Flood Tide comes the Courfe of the Welcome from
the Eaftward in all thefe Places, which may be
proved from our Journals,

If there were any Paffage between Churchill and
Whalebone Point, near Lat. 65°, it would have
been long enough ago found out, by one or another
of all thofe who have been that Way ; fome of
them feveral Years together 3 as Sir Zhomas Button
and Fox ; Governor Kelfey, threeor four Voyages,
the laft in my Memory 5 Napper, Handcock, Go-
vernor Kunight, Vaughan, and Scroggs ; who went to
trade and make Difcoveries in all the Bays, Coves,
and Creeks along Share, feveral of whom harboured
every Night ; and Governor Kelfey exchanged two
of his own Iudians for two E[quimaux, kept them at
Fort 2urk a whole Year, learned them fome Englifh,
and then returned them to their Friends. After-
wards, as he went along that Coaft, he faw and
{poke with them feveral Times, but could get no
Intelligence from them which afforded him the
leaft Probability of a Paffage. Of all this I fur-
nithed Mr. D with the moft exact and parti-
cular Account I was able to give him feveral Years
ago: But no Matters of Fact have Power to con-
vince him ; and his Scheme refts entirely upon
Prefumptions, which all Obfervations and Experi-
ence dire¢tly contradiét. I bave perufed all the
Company’s Journals about this Difcovery, aswell as
all others I was able to procure, whether in Print or
Mauufcript, from the Year 1615 down to the pre-
fent Time. My Inclination has led me that Way
thefe many Years, as much or more than his, oral-
moft any Man’s living, as all my Acquaintance, and

himielf too, know very well. I winter’d at Churchill
1 | for
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for this purpofe in 1721, and made all poffible En-
quiry then, as well as the laft Year, among all the
Indians and Englifh who had travelled Inland to the
northward ; and I am thoroughly fatisfied that any
further Search muft be fruitlefs, either by Sea or
Land. Nor does it appear, that Mr. D him-
felf {fo much as dream’d of any fuch thing before I
laft went out 3 elfe why was he not careful to have
it inferted among my Inftructions 5 whereas inftead
thereof I was ftriétly ordered to begin at /Whale-
bone-Point, and fearch to the northward, ftill meet-
ing the Tide of Flood, whether it fhould come from
the eaftward or weftward,

Mr. D :

As a further Confirmation of a Straif or Pajfage
near the Welcom, the northern Indians wbeo came io
Churchill, as well as thofe who were on board Scroggs,
and thofe lately on board Capt. Middleton, Jzid, there
was a large Copper-mine upon a Strait- northward of
their Country which went weftward, that they could
condut a Sloop to lay ber Side to ity and take it on
board, and traced the Coaft wpon a Deer-fkin 1o be
near the Welcome; and the Indians wish Scroggs
offer’d to go on Shore near Cape Fullerton, faying they
were near it, and within three or four Days Fourney of
their own Country, but be conld not part with them.

Capt. Middleton.

All the Indians 1 have ever convers’d with, who
were at the Copper-mine, agree in this ; That they
were two Summers going thither, pointing towards
the north-weft and Sun-fetting, when at Churchill 5
and that where this Mine is, the Sun, at a cermain
Seafon of the Year, keeps running round the Ho-
rizon feveral times together, without fetting. Now
we know from the Principles of Cofmography, that
this cannot be true of any Place, whofe Latitude is

lefs
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lels than 67 or 6§ Degrees, even allowing for the
Effetts of Refrattion: And if the Credibility of
the Teftimony of thefe fimple fudians be called in
quettion, I can mention that of Mr, Norton, who
was Governor at Churchill above twenty Years, and
had travelled almoft a Year north-weftward by Land
with this Country Indians. 'This Gentleman has
often affirmed the fame thing of the Sun 3 and that
in his whole Journey he met with no Salt River,
nor I'ree, nor Shrub, but only Mofs; and that he
and his Retinue were reduced to fuch Extremity as
to cat Mofs {everal Days ; having nothing elfe that
could ferve them for Suftenance but their Leather
Breeches, which they eat up alfo. Now it will ap-
pear, from a juft trigonometrical Computation, that
Churchill being in Latitude 59°, and the Mine in
Latitude 67°,and the Bearing N.W. the Difference
of Longitude between Churchill and the Mine is
17° 45. But WWager River’s Entrance being in
Latitude 65° 20, and 10 Degrees of Longitude eaft
of Churchill, the Difference of Longitude between
the Mouth of the River and the Mine is 272 45/,
and their Diftance in the Arch of a great Circle, or
their neareft Diftance, no lefs than 700 Miles. From
what I have here made out concerning this Mine,
and the Way to it, upon the Report of the fudians
and of Governor Norten, it follows, even to De-
monitration,

1. ‘That neither #ager River, nor any other
River or Seadoes extend {o far weltward, from any
Part of Hudfow’s-Bay in lefs than Latitude 65°, as
to crofs the Rout that lies between Zager River and
the Mine. And,

2dly, ‘That if there be any Paffage at all, it muft
run up {o high northward, as to crofs the Paralle] of
67° on the eaft Side the Mine, and confequently
muft be frozen up, and abfolutely unnavigable the
whole Year,

But,
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But, after all, a Paflage is Mr. D——"s Philofo-
pher’s Stone, and muft be fought for till found.
If you mifs at Brook Cobbam and Wager River the
next Bout, then try Nelfor and Churchill Rivers.
(See his Letter of November 19. Append. X111.)

With all my heart, fay I, for my own fake! pro-
vided Mr. D himfelf accompanies the Ex-
pedicion, to fee that there be no Neglect or Con-
cealment : And in his Voyage it may not be amifs
for him to confider the following Particulars.

Hudfon’s Strait is fourteen Leagues wide at the
Entrance; forty Leagues up it is thirty Leagues
over ; and the neareft Diftance between Cape WWal-

Singham and Nottingham Ille is twelve Leagues ; the

whole Length being about 130 Leagues. Many
Years we cannot pafs the Strait outward-bound be-
fore the latter End of Auguf, and then with incre-
dible Fatigue, and perpetual Danger of lofing Lives
and Ships. Two out of three were loft within thefe
fixteen Years. After paffing the Strait, there is
ftill the Bay to crofs, in which I was detained no
lefs than fix Weeks in Ice, the laft Voyage I under-
took for the Company. I never was able to arrive
at the Factory above five or {ix times before the 20th
of Auguft, in three and twenty Voyages I have made
thither: And it is a ftanding Order not to attempt
to come back the fame Year, unlefs we can fail from
the Forts by the tenth of Seprember. Till a little
above twenty Years ago, a Voyage was feldom made
without Wintering.

Now fuppoling there were another Strait "on the
weftern Coalt of Hudfon’s Straits, or between La-
titude 619 and 63°, and that this Strait were about
as long and as wide as that,

In the firft place, there could be no entering it
before the latter End of Auguft for Ice, whether
from England or your Wintering-place in the Bay:
For though we got at Churchill River by the firft

Gz Day
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Day of Fuly laft Year, yet the like has not been
known thefe twenty Years, by a Fortnight at leaft,
But notwithftanding fo faveurable a Winter, and
early a Spring, had we not work’d Night and Day
Tides, from the Beginning of April to the Middle
of june with infinite Labour in cutting out eour
Ships, which were bedded twenty-three Feet in the
Ice and hard frozen Snow, as may be feen in the
Journals, we fhould not have got out fo foon by a
Month. After all, this was of no Service in for~
warding us; for being got into Bay, we found all
the Shores lined with Ice for many Leagues, o that
no Opening could be entered 3 and the great Ris
vers and Straits, beyond 61 Degrees, are full of it
until the Middle or latter End of Aduguf, and many
Years not clear at all. I have been faft myfelf in
Hudfon’s Straits for fome Days in September, till a
north-welt Wind happened to fet me and the Ice a
going together. Of all the Sloops in my time which
the Company have fent almoft every Year along the
Coaft towards the Wlcome, either upon Trade or
Difcovery, none but Scrogg’s could ever get beyond
1 atitude 64° for Ice ; and fince the Year 1718 they
have loft two Sloops and a Ship that Way. Many
of them could not get beyond 622 20. = Now all
this well weigh’d, what Chance have Ships for paf-
{ing fuch a Strait as we have fuppofed ?
But grant there was no Ice to prevent a Ship’s
afling about the latter End of Auguft, yet at that
g‘cafon the Winter begins to fet in here, with hard
Gales and {fuch Quantities of drifting Snow, that it
15 out of all human Power to handle a Sail, or keep
the Deck.

Mr. D

The Lieutenant, when be was on Shore near Deer
Sound iz Wager River, fet an Opening by his Com=
pafs S. W, of bim, on the weft Side of a Strait betwixt

; @
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& -bigh Bluff Point, and a lower Point. This Inlet
was oppefite ta the Place where the moft, Whales were

feen, and was uever, enquired into or proceeded upon by

the Capiain, although acquainted with it, nor the O-
pening. among the Iflands to the north-wefiward, be-
yond :the Place the Lieutenant went to, although the
Lieutenant and Mafler, under their Hands, reported
they believed there was another Way into the Sea, than
the Way the Ships entered, by which the Whales came
there, and found -little or no- Ice. to obfiruct their going
farther, there being much lefs Ice to the wefiward,
than was at the Mouth of the River,

Capt. Middleton.

I have the Lieutenant’s Paper about this Bluff
Point {till in my Poffeflion, and a very odd one I
think it is, at leaft far beyond my Comprehenfion ;
however I beg leave to fubmit it to the Opinion

of my Lords Commiffieners, as it is a
4pp- XXX.  Sample of his other Reports, >Tis

hard to conceive how on the Bearings
he mentions, any Object could be feen, except on
the eaft Shore, being that whereon he ftood ; for
the River lies nearly north and fouth by Compafs:
Mr. D fays it was oppofite to the Place
where moft of the Whales were feen 3 which thould
be {omewhere againft Deer Sound 5 but 1 could di-
flinguilh nothing thereabouts, which in the leaft
an{wered the Defcription,

The Lieutenant and Mafter in the
Report delivered me, figned with their
own Hands, fay, That they believe
there is another Way into the Sea,
befides that which our Ships came in, at fome where
on the eaft Side ; and that they imagine the Whales
Orderof 4. Came through this Paflage. Indeed
2y, 450X, they were fent up on purpofe to fearch

for {uch a Paffage, and to meet the
Flood

Auguft 1.
Append. X.
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Flood, for fear we fhould not have the River's
Mouth clear of Ice before the Winter fet in upon
us, and fo all perith there. For after I had, for
the Reafons before recited, given up all Hopes of a
Pafiage through this River, I muft confefs I would
have parted with all I had in the World to have
been out of it again.

Mr. D :

The Captain, before be went the Voyage, was offer’d
&y fome of the Directors of the Company 5000 ). to re-
turn to their Service, and not go the Voyage 5 or to go
Jearch for the Paflage in Davis’s Straits, or in any
other Place but where be was direfted : To which be
anfwered, He might take their Money and be of no
Service to them 5 for the Gentleman who bad projeied
the Voyage, had it [o much at beart, that if be did not
g0, he would get [omebody elfe to go 5 but before be bad
done with ity be hoped to go in a Coach and Six: To
which one of them anfwer’d, He bop’d to [ee bim at
the Devil firft.

Capt. Middleton.

I deny, my Lords, that any of the Direfors,
either by themfelves or others, offer’d me five
thoufand Pounds, or even one Shilling, to re-
turn to their Service, and not go the Voyage; or
to go fearch for the Paflage in Davis’s Straits, or in
any other Place but where I was dire¢ted: And
granting {uch an Offer was made, Mr. D— acquits me
of any Crime by the Anfwer, he fays, I made (or
rather, that he in this place is fo kind to make for
me) viz. “'That I might take their Money and be
¢ of no Service to them; for the Gentleman who
¢ projected the Voyage, had it fo much at heart,
¢ that if I did not go, he would get fomebody elfe
¢ to go.” What follows, about my Hopes to ride
in a €oach and Six, and fomebody’s withing me at
the Devil, is fuch idle Trumpery, that I cannot in-

duce
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| doce mylelf to imagine your Lordfhips believe it
deferves a ferious Anfwer ; and Iam furpriz’d the
. 1 Projector himfelf fhould think fo,—

\Mr. D .

— They afterwards, by Sir Bibye Lake their Go-

vernor, promifed bim two Years Salary, at 120 /. per

Ann. not to do any thing to prejudice or obfiruc? their

i Trade, which be fays was only upon Account of prevent-
ing bis Crew’s trading in the Bay.—

Capt. Middleton.

Again, had I through Vanity, or any other Mo-
tive, been {o foolith and wicked to affert I was of-
fer’d 5000 /. to quit the King’s Service 5 yet I pre-
| fume your Lordfhips will not apprehend my Refufal
f of fo large a Bribe redounds to my Difreputation :
. Befides, fuch a Refufal makes it fenfelefs and abfurd
to fuppofe, that I fhould accept of fo paltry a Con-
fideration as two Years Salary, at 120 /. per Annum,
to neglect my Duty in profecuting the Difcovery ;
when the very fame Perfons, at the fame time,
" § were offering me 5000/ to return to a very benefi-
cial Employment,

I readily grant, that the Governor and Direfors
of the Company recommended the Protetion of
i their Trade to me. In themit was a very natural
d and  a reafonable Requeft ; and, for my part, I ef-

teem’d it the Duty of my Station to maintain them
as far as I had Power and Authority, in the Rights
and Privileges which were granted them by one of
his Majefty’s Royal Predeceffors, Befides, when
they had been fo generous to allow me to winter at
z, one of their Fa&ories, it would have been a2 mean
and bafe Return for their Hofpitality, as well as
e the higheft Ingratitude, to rob and plunder them,
cither by trading with the Natives myfelf, or fuf-
fering others under me to trade with them ; though

2 I
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I freely confefs great Advantages might have acerued
by it.
Mr. D !
— Jo that *tis plain Rewards or Bribes were offer’d
to him, to prevent bis perfesting the Difcovery, and
every Omiffion or Neglett laid bim open to be fufpected.

Capt. Middleton.

Mr. D concludes this Paragraph with af-
ferting, that ¢ *Tis plain Rewards or Bribes were
¢ offered him, to prevent his perfecting the Dif-
¢« covery.” What then? Does he not make it
alfoas plain that I refufed Bribes, if any were of-
tered ¥ But how comes it to be fo plain that they
were offer’d ? Neither the Lieutenant, Surgeon,
nor Clerk charge me with any Bribes; and will
your Lordfhips think a bare Affertion, from one
that appears now to be my Enemy, a fufficient
Proof? I hope not.

The Truth is, Mr. D ’s large Profeffions
of Sincerity and Friendfhip, once induc’d me to
place great Confidence in him, and unbofom myfelf
freely to him; and tis poffible, I might tell him fe-
veral Members of the Company were defirous to
have me continue in their Service ; and that as I
had faithfully difcharged the Truft they had repofed
in me for twenty Years together, they exprefied
fuch Diffatisfaction of my quitting theirEmployment,
that I thould not doubt of obtaining of them very
advantageous Terms, in cafe I fhould be inclined to
treat with them about returning to their Service.

Mr. D 3

He alfo in the bearing of bis Officers at Churchill,
20ld the Governor and Officers of the Company there,
that be would be a better Friend to the Company than
they expedted y for bewould be able ta make the Voyage

without

? ey => =
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awithout any Man on board, being the Wifer, whether

there was a Paflage or not.—

Capt. Middleton.

I do remember, that being once with the Gover-
ror and fome Officers of the Company, they jeer-
ingly faid, we were to be regarded as a kind of E-
nemies; and that I anfwered, Perhaps they might
find me a better Friend than they imagined, or to
that purpofe ; meaning thereby, not only the Power
my Inftructions gave me to protect their Trade, and
which they underftood well enough ; but fome-
thing elfe alfo, which they could not fo eafily com-
prehend. To explain myfelf to your Lordihips,
the Agents of a certain Gentleman had, without my
Knowledge or Confent, thipped on board the Dif-
covery, as many Goods, to be difpofed of to the /x-
dians, as would have gained them many hundreds
of Pounds. This I difcovered at the Orkneys, and
was refolved, as I was in Duty bound, not to fuffer
any body on board to trade with the leaft part of
them.

The Words I am charged with in the latter Part
of his Accufation were Ipoken to my own People
on board, as a Reproach to their Ignorance and Stu-
pidity, and their Averfion to be inftructed ; and,
I moft folemnly declare it, not in the hearing of
any one that belonged to the Company, to the ut-
moft of my Remembrance. Befides the Lieute-
nant and the two Matters, there was nota Perfon in
either Ship fkilled enough in Sea-Afairs, to have
fo much as guefs’d in what Part of the World he
was, without being told.

Here now are two Expreffions of mine, utter’d
at different Times, in different Places, to ditferent
Perfons, and to quite different Purpoles, moft ir-
genuoufly coupled together by the fingle Particle for,
and fo wrought up into one terrible Charge againtt

me ! H 1
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I humbly fubmit it to your Lordthips Candour
whether, if I had really thought {it to have given
the Governor fuch kind of Aflurances, as this Gen-
tleman pretends, it is likely I fhould have been in-
fatuated to fuch a degree as to do it in {o publick a
Manner, and before Toch W itnefles ?

My, D———.
and in confequence of this Declaration took
care, that nothing fhould be mentioned in the Z eg-000k
but what he faw and direfled; and [aid, He “would
break up all their Boxes wha kept Fournals, and take
their Books and Papers from theim ——

Capt. Middleion.

As there was no fuch Declaration,
Anfwer to there “could be no Confequence. The
Quef. zo. Licutenant difowns any {uch Orders of
mine about Entries, and I am afraid
the LOC-bocl will be thought rather to abound,
than to Lc defective in Particulars. The Charge of
taking away Journals, Papers, &c. 1s abfolutely
falfe. See Liecutenant’s and Maflter’s Anfwer to

Qu. 20. and the Affidavits.

Mr. D
He alfo, when be was in Wager sz(’r difcounte-
nanced and difcouraged any who fmyi it was a Strait
and not a Rzur, o that there was a Likeli/yoodaf
there being a Paflage that I ay

Capt. Middleton.

I never difeountenanced, but, on the contrary,
encouraged every one to fpeak and report according
to his Judgment with Free dom ; unlefs aiving fuch
Reafons againft a Paflage as I have laid down before,
pag. 2. are to be look’d upon as difcouraging ; and
further I refer to the Licutenant’s Anfwer to Query

20,
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and to the feveral Affidavits of Towns, (App.XXIL.)
Von Sobriek, (App. XXIIL.) Grant, (App. XXIV.)
Cooper, (App. XXV.)

Mr. D ’

and during lee whole Voyage kept all on board
bim as much in the "Dark as be coul I Zf then the Cap:
tain bad not an Inclinalion to fupprefs the iﬁ‘awrv or
at leaft to concea) zz/offf;, as to make it apfwer bis Pur-
o/c with the Company, in order to procure a Reward
j, -om them for (”'(‘Cﬂ/zi"g 43 z"ﬂ\ fcm'z;/'f upon a Dif-
ery of the [’ﬂ[[ ge’s bezing made, that their Right to
t/.?o ]o;zapon' they at prefent e ,/c,r might be c/zgwwz’z, .
10, and their Trade laid openns how came be to ﬂ’ﬂm-
rage any on board from making any Enguiry about the

Difeovery 2—

Capt. Middleton.
It has ever been my Endeavours (and was fo this
Voyage efpecially) to inflruét fuch as I have found
ignorant, and to improve fuch as had already made
fome Proficiency, whether in the Navigating Part,
taking Obfervations of all kinds, or computing
from thf’m when made. For the Truth of this, I
appeal to all the Judges of fuch Matters who have
known me for above thefe twenty Years together ;
and I have the Satisfattion to find it ac lsmw‘ledo d
to your Lordfhips by the Mafter, in his Anfwer to
Query 5, and 203 I further refer to the feveral
Affidavits of Towns, (App. XXIL) Von Sobriek,
(App. XXIIL.) Grant, (App. XXIV.) and Cooper,
(App. XXV,)and as for what he furmifes in relation
to the Company, I fhall give a full Anfwer to that
by and by.
Mr. D
and when they ﬂpprew’;.dfd from the Number
of Whales at the weft End of Wager River,

2 Capt.

o
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Capt. Middleton.
A meer Fition. Before, he fays, at twenty:
Leagues from the Entrance it was full of Whales.
To which I anfwered, That none were feen above
Deer Sound, which 1s but fifteen Leagues within the
River, Now he has brought them quite up to the
weft End, thirty or forty Lcaﬂuca, though we ne-
ver faw one there, nor does any Report or Journal
make the leaft Mention of any fuch thing.

Mr. D
from the Depth of the IWater, Breadih of the
Strait, Heighth of the Coaft, and Rapidity of the
Stream, that there was a Profpeli of a Paffage.

Capt. Middlcton.
Anfwered and confuted in Page 16 and 17,

;) A
— How came be to ff!) that they were double tongued
Rafcals,

Capt. Middleton.

I deny that I ever ufed any fuch Expreffion, and
fhould+be glad to know whence he had his Intelli-
gence.

Mr. De——
and that be would cane the Lieutenant, broom-
Sfick the Mafter, and lafh all atbers, for laking  upon
them to difpute it,

Capt. Middleton.

The Licutenant in his Aniwers to Queries 5 and
20, difavows his Knowledge of any fuch Threaten-
ings ; fo does the Mafter, and difbelieves them al-
fo in his Anfwer to Query 5 ; and the Men {wear
the fame in all their Affidavits, The very Au-

thors




thors of this Forgery have thought proper to grant,
in ther Anfwers to Query 5, that nobody heard
any Thing of Threatening but themfelves, and I
d«fire to leave it to the Opinion of your Lordfhips,
how far they defcrve to be credited.

My, D——

And when be, upon Account of their Clamonr
was wider a Neceffity of [ending up the Lieutenant and
Mafier in a fix oar’d Boat, to maeke further Obferva-
tions of the T ides, and to know whether the Whales
came into the River any other Way,

Capt. Middleton.

I am not conicious that I acted in any refpe&, fo
as to give Occalion to Clamour, nor was I fenfible
of any. Ny whole Intention in fending the Boat
up this laft Time, was to try if there could be
found any Outlet into the Welome, befides that
whereby we entered  Many Years Experience of
the fad and fudden Effects of Cold in this Country,
perfuaded me that this could be no unreafonable
Step towards preferving his Majefty’s Ships and
Subjects committed to my Care, in cafe Winter
fhould fet in before we could be able to repafs the
Mouth of the River, at that Time much clogged
with Ice ; and thar this was my principal Motive,
will, T humbly prefume, appear unqueftionable to
your Lordfhips, both from my Order of Fuly 24th
to the Lieutenant and Mafter (4p. 1X.) and from
their Report of Auguft 1. at their Return (App. X.)

Mr. D
Why did he limit them 1o go no further up than
be bimfelf had been before, and to come back with the

utmoft Difpaich that the Nature of the Service would
allow of ————m

Capt,
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Capt. Middleton.

They were not {o limited as he alledges. It was
a Blunder of my Clerk’s to write, as far as Deer
Sound in the Order 3 and I not only told him fo at
the going off of the Boat ; but likewife verbally

gave thc Lieutenant l'“‘lVL, as himfelf and the Mafter

both acknowledge in their Anfwer to Query 3. to
proceed up as hu as he could conveniently, with=-
out retarding the Ships from failing out of the Ri-
ver, becaufe I intended to fail in a few Days : For
I own, that for the Reafons mentioned juft now,
I was much more intent on getting out of the Ri-
ver, than on further profecuting the Difcovery of a
Paflage within it 3 even tho’ I had entertained the
ftrongeft Prefumption that there might be one 3
whereas I had very cogent Inducements to think
there was none 3 and befides, to have fought one
againft an Ebb, would have been going contrary to
my Inftructions,

| 5 PO

And when they exceeded his Orders by about 15
Leagues, and then reported, that from theuce they Jow
a large Colletion of Walers North of them, w with mmzj
Mlands and bigh bluff Points, with broken Lands on
the Weft ?zde, as well as 0n the Eoft, and that they
Jaw a great many black Whales, and did believe there
was another Way into the Sea, befides that the Ship
came in at, why did be only, from a Bottle of Water’s
eing brackifb (which is alfo difputed) which was taken
up near an Inlet where they apprebended there was a
frefb Stream, [ail direfily out of the River, and quit
the Difcavery on the 4th of Augult, the only Month
in which the Difcovery could be beft attempted,

Capt.
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Capt. Middleton.

Here he would infinuate again, that Whales were
feen 15 Leagues above Deer Sound, whereas the
Report fets forth, that it was at Deer Sound on
i their Return, and no where elfe that they faw them
1 in that River. The Paffage into the Sea, if any,
the fame Report fays they did believe was fome-
» | where on the Eaft Side the River, and not North-
« | ward or Weftward, as he feems here to pretend :
| It no where appears that a Bottle of Water was |
< taken up near a freth Inlet ; the Malter, in his An- )
| fwer to Query 1, fays, that the Water was pofitive-
i ly frefher and frefher as they went higher, and the
Affidavits of Towns (App. XXIL), Von Sobrick
N (App. XXIIL), and Grant (App. XXIV.), all fet
| forth exprefly, that from 4 Leagues above Deer
Sound, to the utmoft Heighth the Boat went, the
Water, even in the Mid-channel of the River, was
but barely brackifh, and that the Men all drank of
it alongfide, inftead of Beer. The reft is anfwered
already in Pages 18 and 28.

My, D——
and leave thefe Openings, which were then
free from Ice, which led towards the South-wef, Weft,
and North-weft undifcovered 2

| Capt. Middleton.

il If thefe Openings were left undifcovered, how
came he to apprehend there were any fuch ? But
not to infift on his Hibernicifins, or other Impro-
prieties of Language, the Lieutenant fays in his

'8 Report of Fuky 25, that he faw feveral Openings or
~ § Coves on the South Side of the River, but thar he

could not get near them for Ice. I have faid before,
; Page 21. that we had made feveral Attempts to
W8 land on the South-weflt Side, but never could fuc-
ceed
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ceed for Ice, till the Day before we left the River,
when I landed there myfelf. I will add here, that
when I was mylelf up with the Boat 4 Leagues
above Deer Sound, I alfo attempted to land on that
Side, but could get no further than half Way over.

Mr. D
and pretend to look for the Paflage North-eaft-
ward, and afterwards Soutb-eaffwards, by bis imagi-
unary frozen Strait.

Capt. Middleton.

My Inftructions ordered me always to dire&t my
MRS Courfe {o as to meet the Tide of
ﬂj:;ng’ X; g1, Flood. I did fo here till I could

do it no farther, finding my felf in-
clofed in Ice, and embayed by Land. I have
proved the Reality of the Frozen Strait in Pages 28
and 35.

Mr. D——

How came be afterwards, when it was refolved
in Council to try the Weft-fide of the Welcome from
Cape Dobbs t¢ Byook Cobham, where be had met
with a rapid Tide going Northward, and where Fox,
Norton, and Scroggs had [zid there were broken
Lands and Inlets, where great Numbers of Whales had
becn feen, and Norton bad affured bim that from a
Mountain he [aww an open Sea leading to the South-
ward of the Weft from W halebone Point : I [ay, how
came be in good W fﬂf/)er, and with eafterly Winds,
to keep 5 or 6 Leagues to the Eaffward of thofe
Head- /(lﬂdf and to pafs from Cape Dobbs 0 Cape Ful-
lerton 7n the Ngvf and afterwards flightly to coaft
along the Bz’y to Southward of Cape Fullerton, with-
out any Stop but by lying by in the Night, a/t/ao he
Jaw mnany Whales as be pafled almg, never once trying
the Heighth or Diretlion of the Tide, or [end; ing in bis
Boats to look for any Inletsm——

C;lpt.

Tt
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_ Capt. Middleton.

That we pafs’d from Cape Dobbs to Cape Fuller-
' fonin the Afternoon before Sunfet, will appear from
our Journals, and more particularly from
dug. 9. our Logg Books. To his Repetitions of
Fux’s, Norton’s, and Scroggs’s Authorities,
I would anfwer, by afking if he thinks we have not
confuted their 4 and 5 Fathom Tides by our three
Weeks Obfervations upon the Tides in //ager Ri-
ver ? And if he cares not to credit me in this Mat-
ter, let him confult his Friend the Licutenant’s
. Journal. Scroggs, for his Part, afferted at his Re-
turn, that there was no going much further than
the Whalebone Point, which was his #ze ulira, for a
Bar of Rocks; tho’ we went 60 Leagues beyondits
and 5 Fathom Ebb, we found near the fame Place,
to be no more than 16 or 18 Feet. What Nor-
ton, or, if I rightly remember, his Carpenter,
advanced about fecing from a high Land within
. Whalebone Point, an open Sea that ftretched away
'8 Southward of the Weft, was, in all Probability,
| either the River 77ager, or elle fome fuch large frefh
Water Lakes, as myfelf, the Lieutenant, and thofe
that were with us, faw from the Mountains every
where about Deer Sound, and likewife on the South
Shore of Wager River, the Day 1 was there, and
about Cape Frigid, and in fhort, wherever we land-
ed in thefe northern Parts. That it could be no
Sea ftretching far Weftward, has been already
made appear from the Account given of the fame
Norton’s and the Indiaw’s Land Voyage, Page 41.
The reft hasbeen anfwered, Page 21, and I further
refer to our Journals, to the Mafter’s Anfwer to
Query 13. and to the feveral Affidavits of Towns
(App. XXIL.), Von Sobriek (App. XXIIL), and

Grant (App. XX1V.)

M, Dowres
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Mr. D :

—— nolwithftanding the Prefumption that the Whales
came only from the Wetward

Capt. Middleton.
Anfwered and contradi¢ted before in Pag. 19.
and difbelieved by the Lieutenant and
Append. X. Mafter in their Report of Auguft 1.

Mr. D ;
From the Accounts of Fox, Norton, and Scroggs,
of its being a broken Land with Inlets.—

Capt. Middleton.
The Invalidity of their Authorities were thewn
juit now.

Mr. D
w——— and the Indians who bad informed them, that
there was a fine Copper Mine on an Arm of the Sea
thereabouts, where they could bring a Vellel to lay ber
Side to the Place.

Capt. Middleton,
~—— Anfwered Page 41, 42.

Mr. D
How could be negledt this without fome Defign,
afier o Confultation beld and agreed to for to [earch
that Coaft 5 the Tides there, by Scroggs, and Fox’s
Accounts, being very rapid, and bigh Tides rifing from
4 to 5 Fathoms by their Accounts, and yet thefe Coafts
and thefe Tides newver attempied to be fnown by bim
and thus that whole Coaft, where the chiefeft Prefumpti=

on was of a Paflage, from all former Accounts., as well
% 2 2

as the prefent, was wnever fearched, but only [ailed
along en paflant, with this only Remark in the 70747'/-
wal
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nal, < that be faw the Land from Cape Hope fo Brook
s Cobham, and knew it to be a Main-land,” tho’ by bis
Fournal be pafs’d great Part in the Night, and was
at neareff 5 or 6 Leagues from the Head-land to the
Eoftward 5 and at the [ame time owns, there were deep

Bays, and many Iflands in thofe Bays.

Capt. Middleton.

Repetitions again repeated, tho’ anfwered again
and again ; fo often, indeed, thatI am really a-
fhamed to trouble your Lordfhips any more, with
References to the Anfwers.

Mr. D
Why did not the Capiain in [ailing Northward from
Churchill, when be came up with the Head-land in
63° 20, off which be bad deep Water and firong
Tides, andwvery eafy Weather, as be bad the whole Voy-
age, why did he not then, I jay, (end the Boat afbore to
try the Heightb as alfo the Direftion of the Tide, and

to try whether there were any Openings or Inlets in the
Land 2 For fince upon his getting to 63° 55 be faw
much Ice on Shore to Northward, be could Iofe no Time
in making a thorough Search there, until the Ice was
diminifbed in the Welcome, that Bay being the princi-
pal Place where Fox had difcovered (o many Whales,
and found fuch bigh Tides as from. 18 to 24 Foot.—

Capt. Middleton.

Becaufe, as I have faid before in Page 4oth, my
Inftructions directed me, after I came to Carey’s
Swan’s Neft, to fteer Northweflerly, fo as to fall in
with the North-weft Land, at Sir Thomas Roe’s
Welcomz, or ne wuitra, near the Latitude of 65 De-
grees North, This Mr, D knew full well, at
a Time when he never had a fingle Thought that
the Coaft he here fpeaks fo much of, was worth ex-
amining ; otherwile furely he would have taken C-iuc

Iz that
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that my Inftructions thould not have been defeétive
in this Point. He is refolved, I find, to ring
Changes on Fox, Tides, and Whales in my Ears,
without Mercy. Really, my Lords, I can fay no
more about them than T have faid already.

Mr. D
—— It was alfo already obferved, that be miftook the
Tide of Flood there for the Ebb on Tuefday the 6¢h
of July, at Full Moons [o that be was not fo very
accurate in obferving the Tides as be ought to bave
been.

Capt. Middleton.
This has been fully anfwered, and undeniably
confuted in Page 32, '

Mr. D
And a thorough Difeovery there at that Time bad
been fafer, as well as more [atisfadlory, than putting
into the Ice to the Northward, until it was more dif-

Jolved,

Capt. Middleton.

But would it have been confiftent with my own
Safety to have departed from my Inftructions, in
quett of a Paffage on that Coaft, where alfo it had
been given over for fo many Years, and after fo
many Attempts ?

Mr, D

Why did be, when the Tide carried bim with Juch
Rapidity into the River Wager, get out of the Way
of woe Tide, to the North-caft, infcad of the South-
weft, which was the Side be ought to have endeavoured
20 dijcover, and not the North-eaft Side, unlefs be ap-
prebended be might difcover too much, by going bigher
up with the Tide 5 for in cafe be found Inlets on the
: South-
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South-weft Side, be could not then conceal the Paflage
from bis Officers and Crew.

Capt. Middleton.

When we firflt entered #ager River, and indeed
during the whole three Weeks we were there, as 1
have faid before, we found it impracticable to come
near the South-weft Shore, except once with the
Boat; and were glad at any Rate to get the Ships
into fome fafe Roadfteed, as may be feen in our
Journals, 13th 14th and 15th of Fuly. The Pink
was in the moft imminent Danger, being drivenup
and down by three fucceflive Tides, and feveral
Times carried {fo clofe upon Iflands, that the Men
might have jump’d on Shore, as the Mafter’s and
Mate’s Journals exprefs more particularly : Nor was
the Furnace’s Condition much better; for all Hands
were forced to be employed in iteering her, and

{fending off the Ice two or three Tides together,
whilft fhe lay at Anchor.

Mr. D

——— Why did be prevent the Lieutenant’s taking along
awith bim from Churchill, one of the Faftory’s Men,
who perfeétlyunderfiood the Northern Indian Language,
who would have been of great Ule upon the Difcovery,
when the Licutenant told bim, be would take all the
Blame, in cafe any Complaint was made of it, fince it
was for the Good of the Service.

Capt. Middleton.

I find the Mafter has given a very pertinent An-
fwer to this, in his Anfwer to Query 16. For my
own Part, Ifay, that near two Months before the
Northern Indians came down, I did, in the Lieute-
nant’s Hearing, exprefs a Defire of obtaining this
Perfon of the Company, in cafe none fhould come
ghat Year, for they fometimes mifs, But they ar-

riving
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riving at their ufual Time, T could only importune
the Governor to prevail on two of them, who beft
knew the Country, and could  fpeak the Language
of feveral Nations, to go aleng with us; together
with a third Indian of their own, who could con-
verfe with thofe others very intellij nuly, having tra-
velled with them two Winters, and underftood En-
glifo very well befides. To procure this Favour, I
found it requifite to make the Governor VER) confi-
derable Prefents, who exated alfo a ftriét Promife
from me, that I would return the two Northern /z-
dians athore, fomewhere about #hale Cove or Brook
Cobbam, laden with Goods, and furnifth’d with Arms
for their Defence. As for the other Indian, whom I
had known from a Boy,I had leave both trom the Go-
vernor and his’Parents to bring him home to England,
if I thought fit 3 which I did, and he foon after
died of the Small-pox. Now, had I permitted the
Lieutenant to have imprefled that other Man, or
had otherwife attempted to take him away by Force,
~ I'thould have ated contrary to my
?:}f;%‘lgc"l‘l&‘f Inftruétions, which required me ex-
‘J;’,L;}:“G.AD' I prei’iy, not to give any Dxﬂm'ba_nce
; to the Ships or Sloops of the Hudfon’s
Bay Company 5 for that Man was Linguift to one
of their Sloops for the Northern Trade : Befides, 1
could not have promifed myfelf any Service from
one thus compulfively dragged away againft his
Inclination.

Mr. D

Query, Whether the Northern Indians on board
bim did not point out to go into the Weftern Shore,
between 62° and 64.° Degrees, before be was inclofed
in the Ice, which was a firong Prefumption that there
was an Inlet thereabonts 2

Capt,
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Capt. Middleton.
I abfolutely! deny the Truth of what is infinuated
in this Query.

My, D

Why did he, whenibe Indians who were beginning
to underftand and [fpeak the Englith Lenguage, were
defivous of coming 1o England, put them afbore againfi
their  Inclinations, in a very indifferent Boat, on an
Ifland [ome Leagues from the Main, at a great Di-
Jfance from thoir Country, unlefs to prevent their grv=
ing an Account of what they knew in relation to that
Country and Strait, in cafe they came to [peak the Eng-
lith Tongue?

Capt. Middleton.
They expreffed no Defire of fecing England that 1
know of ; and if they had, what would have ex-
cufed me to the Governor, or to myfelf, for bring-

ing them hither ; when, as I had obferved juft now,
I had fo folemnly engaged to land them fomewhere
about #hale-Cove, or Brook Cobbam. The reft is
contradicted by the Maiter’s Anfwer to Query 18,
and by the feveral Affidavits of Towns, (App.
XXII.) Grant, (App. XXIV.) and Coopers (App.
XXV.) ‘
M. D—,

Why did be, when employed by the Government in fo
ufeful a Difcovery, afier baving been offered 5000 1.
from the Company to quit the King’s Service, or 1o
fearch for the Paflage in Davis’s Straits, or any other
Place, where it was unlikely to find it, enter into an
Agreement, or at leaft accept of an Offer made by Sir
Bibye Lake their Governor, of giving bim two Xears
Salary, not to do any thing to interfere with their Trade,
and upon this gave an Order, under [evere Penalties,
that none of bis Crew fhould have the leaft Intercourfe

or
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or Trade with the Natives 5 and whether upon doing
this, and concealing the Paflage, be might not bave
bad greater Expetation from the Company 5 and whe-
ther, upon bis Return, bis fending Letters immediately
to the Company, and defiring that none of his People
Sbould communicate any thing about the Voyage or Dif-
covery for fome time, and even to conceal all material
Articles from the Gentleman who projected the Voyage,
until be forced it out of bim from Obfervations from
bis Journal,after keeping it from bim for three Montbs,
and by repeated Letters, affuring bim, the whole was im-
praiticable, whether this, [ fay, did not look like a Defign
to make bis own Terms with the Company, before be
would publifb bis Fournal 5 for if all be bad in view
was only the two Years Salary, not to damnify their
Trade, and this bad only a Reference to bis Crews not
trading with the Natives, the revealing what be knew
concerning the Paflage and Voyage, would have been of
no Detriment to bim with the Company.

Capt. Middleton.

This laft Paragraph contains a Repetition, after
his ufual manner, of fundry Matters which he had
dwelt long enough upon before 3 particularly Com-
plaints of my being offered 5000 /. from the Com-
pany to quit the King’s Service, or at leaft of ac-
cepting two Years Salary, not to do any thing to
interfere with their Trade 5 all which I have fully
anfwered before, and I hope to your Lordfhips Sa-
usfaction.  But now the Snake in the Grafs begins
to thew himfelf; for he fums up all with this grand
Complaint, that Upon this I gave en Order, under
Jevere Penalties, that none of my Crew [bould bave the
leaft Iniercourfe, or trade with the Natives. My
Lords, I have already faid, I was bound in Duty
and Gratitude to do this, whether the Company re-
warded me or not. Permitme here, my Lords, to
recriminate in my Turn, and obferve that by this

2 means
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means the Gentleman who projefted the Voyage,
as he affeéts to ftile himfelf, as- well as his Aaents
on board; met with no fmall Difappointment. Had
I allow’d them Liberty to infringe the Company’s
Rights, and make fuch Depxedanons for their pri-
vate Benefit, as they feem’d to intend, I am per-
{uaded I fhould have heard none of thefe Complaints
fo often reiterated 3 nothing of my Friendfhip to
the Company ; of Rewards and Bribes from the
Company ; of endeavouring to make my own
Terms with the Company 3 of great Expeltations
from the Company 3 «all which are Allegations
newly trump’d up, and manifeftly the Effe@s of
Spleen and Difappointment. Does not this thew,
that the Projector of the Voyage had the Advan-
tages of a clandeftine Trade as much or mere at
heart, than the publick Utility of a Difcovery ?
Whence otherwife fhould arife his Endeavours to
ftigmatize the Company, and diffolve their Charter?
‘Whence his unwearied Application to prejudice my
unblemifh’d Charatter with your Lordfhips, or the
Publick? Whence his Project of a new Settle-
ment, and a further Profecution of the Difcovery,
but to intruft it with fuch as fhould not baulk his
Expettation in other Matters ?

A Summary State of Mr. D——"5 Obje(tions,
and Captain Middleton’s Anfwers.

H E only Places where Mr. D prefumes

there may be a Paffage from Hudfon’s-Bay to

the Weftern Ocean of America, are on the Coaft be-

twixt Brook Cobbam, in Latitude 63°, or through
Wager River, by him fuppofed to be a Strait.

K From
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From Brook Cobbam to Whalebone-Point has been
fo frequently and fo carefully coafted and fearched,
that all hopes of meeting with any Inlet, that may
lead to a Paflage any where throughout all that Ex-
tent, has been given up for at leaft an hundred
Years paft. However, Capt. Middleton, in his Re-
turn back from the Frozen Strait to Brook Cobbam,
very c.lrefully re-examined all this Shore, keeping
as clofe into it as the Iflands and Rocks would per-
mit him with fafety ; and faw all the main Land,
and Bottoms of the Bays, as is explain’d in the Log-
Book, which fhews the Coaft and Diltance iaxlul
every Hour, in halling off or on to deepen or
fhoalden the Water, which his jmrml exprefies
fefs particularly, efpecm”y from W balebone- Poirt to
Brook Cobbam; (for the reft of that L("-unc north-
ward he had travers’d outward-bound.) He had
very little hazy Weather, except in the Night,
and then he lay by till I)a/-JiUht, and halled in as
near the Shore as he durft 5 fo that it ‘was impofii-
ble for him to mifs any Inlets, where there could be

any }’f\pes of a Paflage. Off Cf;ve Fullerton, he met
thh Rocks and broken Ground five I Leagues dif=
tant, which forced him to hall further off to deepen
his Water, and lay to for moderate clear Weather
setween the Shores. But when it clear’d up, he
ftood in N.and N. b. W. into 40 odd Fathoms:
If he came withi n that Depth, he fell into bxu—
ken Ground, {fudden Shoaidings, R'pnﬁs and
Overfalls. Lptw en Latitude 04‘ and 63°, hehad
better Soundings, and came nearer the Land, tho®
at Night he was obliged to kecp a League or two
further out, and drive, ftanding in fhore again by
He was never moxe than fuur or five Leagues
from Shore but once, and that was towards Morn-
ing in Expetation of Day-light, Tn moft other
Places, he was not above two or three Leagues
from Land, and ia nine Fathom \7\, ater off the
I Heqd
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Head Land in 63% 20. He obferv’d all the north
Side of the #elcome to be high Land, and 1t ap-
peared very near atfour or five I eagues diftance, as
far as Brook Codbam. The Reafon why he did not
fend his Boat afhore to try the Tides, was becaufe
moft of his Men had loft the Ufe of their Limbs, or
were otherwife fo fick, that if he had mann’d the
Boat, the remaining Hands would have been in-
{fufficient to have work’d the Ship, and handed the
Sails. However, the Tides were fo far from being
neglected by him, that he tried them frequently
and almofl every Hour ; as alfo the Currents, which
he could do as well on board, or in a Boat near the
Ship, in the Channel, and much betrer than within
Head Lands, or near Iflands, which by forming
Eddies produce an Irregularity in them,

This Account of Capt. Middleton’s Examination
of the aforefaid Coaft, does not only appear from
the Log-book to be true, but is further circum-
ftantially confirm’d as to Particulars by the Mafter,
in his Anfwer to Queries 12 and 13,and by the Af-
fidavits of 7. Towns, U. von Sobriek, and G. Grant,
tho’ it be contradi&ted by Mr. D ’s three Evi-
dences s one of which, viz. the Lieutenant, acknow=
ledges it all in his Journal.

Now it is juft to remark, that tho’ Mr, D——
had himflf the drawing up of Capt, Middleton’s In-
firadions, yet they do not mention a fingle Word
about looking for a Paffage, or examining the Tides
all along this Coaft. - Is 1t not then a ftrong Argu-
ment, that Capt. Middlcton had the Difcovery very
nuch at heart, that, at a time, when, on account of
the very fick and helplefs Condition of moft of the
Hands, it had otherwife been both defirable and
prudent for him to have made homewards as faft as
he could, he fhould, as appears from the Council
held the eighth Day of Auguft, himfelf propofc a
Refearch of this Coalt for a Paffage which had been

K2 fo
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fo often attempted in vain by others, and perform
it {o carefully too as 1s fet forth above, when he
was not otherwife in point of Duty held to it at all.
This Point being difcufs’d, it remains now only
to examine, whether a Paffage may be reafonably
prefum’d upon through /#ager River, or not?

Mr, D————"s Reafons that Wager River is a
Strait, and no frefh water River.,

Reafon 1.

From its Increafe and Depth in advancing from its
LEntrance.

Anfwered.

This is frequent in freth Water Rivers, as all
thofe, efpecially, know, who are acquainted with the
Swedifh and Norwegian Coafts, where the freth Ri-
vers, or Ferries, as they call them, are often not
above ten or twelve Fathoms at the Entrance, and
yet they extend to vaft Breadths, and difcover no
Ground even with Lin¢s of two or three hundred
Fathoms,

Reafon 2.
From the Height of the neighbouring Lands

Anfwered.
The Lands about the aforefaid Ferries are full as
high as any Capt. Middleton faw near Wager River,

Reafon 3.
From the Want of Trees and Shrubs on any Lands
near it, tho’ [fuch are always found in the [ame or
more northerly Latitudes upon frefb Water Rivers.

Anfwered,
All thofe who have travelled this Country between
T atitude 58° and 66° 30 by Iand, agree, that
higher than 619 they faw neither Tree nor Shrub,
but

g 2




| (69 )
n§ but only Mofs; even among frefh Rivers and
“§ Lakes.
Reafon 4.
From its being full of black Whales, Seals, and Sea-
| borfes, at twenty Leagues above the Entrance, with
Numbers of Whales at the weft End, where none were
feen below Deer Sound, or without the Mouth of the
River, or in any Parts of Hudfon’s Siraits or Bay,
except about Brook Cobham, being an Indication that
they all came out of the Sea from the wefiward.

Anfwered.

It does not appear from any Journals, Reports,
or Anfwers, that one Whale was feen higher than
Deer Sound, which is but fifteen Leagues up ; where-
as the Weft-end is above thirty Leagues ;5 or that
| one Sea-horfe or Seal was feen in any Part of the
River. But that feveral were feen juft without the
‘Mouth of the River in the #/elcome, is attefted by
. the Log-Book, and by ‘the Affidavits of Towns,
| Von Sobriek, and Grant, And Capt. Middleton has
traded freth Whalebone in all Parts of the Bay and
Straits, where the Efkimaux frequent ; which could
not be, if the Whales, from whence they get it,
| were not killed there ; becaufe, in ten or twelve
| Days after they are dead, the Bone all drops from
| their Mouths 3 all which amounts together to al-
moft a Demonftration, that the Whales, both in
the Bay, and #ager River, come from the North-
eaft, which is alfo fomewhat confirmed from the
great Number of Zndian Storehoufes of Oil, Finn,
and Blubber, not above eight Leagues up, on the
north-eaft Coaft of the River ; whereas their proper
Habitations are on the Main, on t’other Side the
River, Moreover, if thefe Whales cam= out of
| any Sea from the Weftward, they would have been
{een in plenty the higher they had gone up, which
was not {0, However, Conclufions drawn from

‘Whales
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Whales being feen in any Place, are at the beft but
Very precarious.
Reafon 5.
From broken Lands north-weffwards, and a great
Collection of Waters feen at a diftance, full of Iflands,
on the fouth-weft Side.

Anfwer’d,

It is moft likely, that thefe watery Spaces feen
at a diftance, are the fame fort of Lakes of melted
Snow from the Mountains, as were every were feen
from the Eminencies they afcended in that Coun-
try to overfpread the Vallies. But be that as it
will, there was no coming near them for the Rapi-
dity of the Water-falls, that hindered the Boat from
going higher up than fhe did, and the immenfe
Quantities of Ice along the fouthweft Shore.

Captain MipprLETON's REASONS why Wager
River bas no Communication with the Sea weffward.

Reafon 1.
Becaufe the Tide of Flood comes m at its Mouth
from the Eaftward.
Reafon 2
Be 'cmﬂ: it flowed eighteen Feet at the Entrance 3
but thirteen at Deer Sax,a/ and the higheft the Boat
cou]ﬁz .gu for Water-falls, no more than five or fix

Reafon 3.

Becaufe the Water was found to be fo frefh in the
Mid- chanuel 'ltovc Deer Sound, that tlw Men freely
drank it along-fide the Boat inftead of Beer; and
the higher they went they t.)und it tnc frcﬂlcr.

Reafon 4
Becaufe no W hales were leen there but at the
Kntrance of the River,and at Deer Sound, this'being

an
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an Argument that they came not from any Sea to

the Weftward 3 but entered by fome Inlet from the
north-eaft.

Reafon 5.

Becaufe Travellers, which have gone from Church-
i/l by Land, as high as the artic Circle, afhirm,
that they met with neither falt Water River, nor
Seca, in any Part of their Journey.

OsJecTioNs and QUERIES wupon Points of
Conduét Anfwered,

Objection 1.
Liarge Opening on the fouth-weft Side of Wager

N\ River, which the Lieutenant fet with bis Com-
pafs from a Place near Deer Sound, was mever look’d
nto.

Anfwer.

The Lieutenant’s unintelligible Paper about this
Affair, will be found in the Appendin (XXX.) °Tis
hard to coneeive how on the Bearings he mentions,
any Object fhould be feen from his Station but on
the ealt Shore, the fame on which he ftood, the
River lying nearly N. and S. by Compafs. Mr,
D fays, it was oppofite the Place where moft
of the Whales were feen, which therefore thould be
over-acainlt Deer Sound ; but the Captain could di-
ftinguilh nothing thereabouts, which ia the leaft an-
{wered the Defeription.  He many times attempted
to land on the fouth-weft Shore, but never could
for Ice, except once; and then he perceived nothing
but high mountainous Land, with large Lakes of
melted Snow in the Vallics.

Objcction
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Objettion 2.

The Difcovery was quitted in the Beginning of Au-
guft, when all the Ice was diffolved in Wager River,
that Month being the beft Month in the Year to perfelt
the Difcovery.

Anfwer.

The Difcovery was not quitted before the 15th of
of Aug. when they left Brook Cobbam. 1f C. Middleton
had {tayed longer, he could not reafonably have ex-
pected to repafs the Straits with his poor difabled
Crew. A Ship not many Years ago was frozen up
near Mansfield in the Middle of September, and her
Crew almoft perifh®’d with cold. = The Straits are
ufually pafs’d the latter End of Auguf?, or Beginning
of September, and even then the Sails and Rigging
are {o hard frozen, that it cofts them fome Days to
fet any part of them. No Ship of the Company’s
muft attempt to return after the tenth of September 5
and till a little above twenty Years ago a Voyage
was {feldom made without Wintering.

Objeétion 3.

The Opening among the Iflands to the north-weflward
beyond the Place the Lieutenant went to in Wager
River, was not inquired into, although the Licutenant
and Mafter, under their Hands, reported there was
another Way into the Sea than the Way the Ships en-
teved, bywbich the Whales came there.

Anfwer.,

The Lieutenant and Mafter, in their Report, fay,
that they believe there is another Way into the Sea
befides that which the Ships came in at, fomewhere
on the eaft Side (not on the N. W. Side) and that
they imagine the Whales come through this Paf-
fage. Indeed, they were {ent up to look for fuch a
Paffage, and tc meet the Flood, for fear the River’s

Mouth
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Mouth fhould not be clear of Ice before the fetting
in of Winter, and fo all perith there. For after
the Captain, for the Reafons before-mentioned,

“nf had given up all hopes of a Paflage through this

River, he would have parted with all he had in the
World to have been out of it again.

Objection 4.

To have avoided being carried back again into the
River Wagery. they ought to bave kept their Courfe
towards Cape Dobbs, that the Tide of Flood might
bave carried them to the Southward,

Anfwer.

Then they could not have avoided being forc’d
afthore among all the Ice that lay off Cape Dobbs, or
again into the River ; fince they could lay only W.
S. W.and S. W. on the other Tack, the Wind
being S. and S. S. E. and the Flood coming ftrong
from the E. and E. b. N.

Objection 5.

The Carpenter and Gunner went afbore a¢ Cape Fri-
gid, to view the Land and f[uppofed Frozen Sirait
the Carpenter and Gunner went to a Hill a Mile and
a balf further than the Captain and Clerk, and upon
their Return, as the Clerk affirms, they faid the Hill
they were upon was an Ifland, but the low Beachy Land,
10 the fouthward of them, was joined to the eaftern and
northern Land, which joined the weft Land, and form’d
the Bay above Cape Hope 3 and that there was no
Frozen Strait to fouth-eaftward of them, as the Cap=
tain has laid down in bis Fournal,

Anfwer.

When the Carpenter and Gunner returned, the
Caprain ftrictly examined them, as to the Particu-
lats they faw : Whether they were pofitively fure

that
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that the low Beach joined to the Land they ftood
upon ? They aflur’d me itdid, and that they were
upon an Ifland cut off from the Beach, and that the
Frozen Strait, of which they delivered the Captain
a kind of Map or Plan the next Morning on board,
was at leaft twelve Leagues wide from the Eaft to
the Weft Side, at the Mouth or narroweft Part.
This Declaration of the Carpenter and Gunner is
alfo attefted by the Mafter in his Anfwer to Query
11. Belides, if there be no fuch Strait, whence
fhould the ftrong Tide of four Miles an Hour come,
which they met with there, and which the Lieute-

nant obferved to force the Shipsvery rapidly to the
North-eaft-ward.

Objeétion 6.

He (the Captain) took Care that nothing [bould be
mention’d in the Logg Book but what be faw and di-
refied, and [aid ke would break up all their Boxes that
kept Fournals, and take their Books and Papers from
them. He alfo, when be was in Wager River, dif-
countenanced and difcouraged any who [aid it was a
Strait and not a River, and that there was a Likeli-
bood of there being a Paflage that Way, and during
the whole Voyage kept all on board bim as much in the
dark as be ceuld 5 threatened to cane the Lieutenant,
broomftick the Mafter, and lafb all others, for taking
upon them to difpute abont a Pafage.

Anfwer.

The Captain is apprehenfive, that the Logg Book
will rather be thought to abound, than to be de-
fective in Particulars, He never difcountenanced,
but, on the contrary, always encouraged every one
in keeping Journals, and in {peaking and reporting
according to their Judgment, with the utmoit Free-
dom ; always inftructing fuch as he found igno-
rant, and endeavouring to improve thofe who had

made
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made fome Proficiency. The Licutenant, in his
Anfwer to Query 20, fays, that he never heard of
the Captain’s threatening to take away Books and
Papers, or giving Orders that nothing thould be en-
tered into the Logg Book which fhould give Hopes
of a Paffage; and denies that the Captain ever dif-
countenanced or difcouraged him : And in his An-
iwer to Query 5, he fays, that he knows nothing of
the Threatening Captain Middleton is faid to have
made Ufe of. The Mafter, in his Anfwer to Que-
ry 5, fays, he never heard of the leaft Threatening
about the Difcovery in any Part of the Voyage ;
but that the Captain always treated every Body too
well 3 that he never hindered them from keeping
what Account they would, being always ready to
inftruct any Officer that would afk him, and thewed
feveral how to keep Journals that had never becn
at Sea before ; that he has heard the Captain de-
clare he would put up with all that could be en-
dured, rather than the Difcovery fhould be baulk’d.
And in his Anfwer to Query 20, he fays, the Cap-
tain {eemed on all Occalions heartily to encourage
the Difcovery, and was ever free in communicating,
and in inftructing every Officer and Man on board ;
that both the Lieutenant and himfelf had received
great Benefit from his Inftruétions, and muft ac-
knowledge it; and that to reprefent the Captain
in other Light, he is thoroughly fatisfied, is doing
him barbarous Injuftice. The Affidavits of 7,
Townsy, U. Von Sobrick, G. Grant, and T. Cooper,
do all contradi&t what the Captain is here charged
with, and abundantly confirm the Mafter’s Account
of his Behaviour. And it is obfervable, that the
Inventers of the Romance about Threatening, con-
fefs that no body heard it but themfelves.

E 2




Objection 7.

When the Captain, on Account of their Clamour,
was under a Neceffity of fending up the Lieutenant ond
Mafter in a fix-0ar’d Boat, to make further Obferva-
tions of the Tides, and to know whether the Whales
came into the River any other Way, why did be limit
them to go no further up than be himfelf had been be-
fore, and to come back with the utmoft Difpatch that
the Nature of the Service would allow of 2

Anfwer.

The Captain is not confcious that he aéted, in
any Refpect, fo as to give Occafion to Clamour,
nor was he fenfible of any. His whole Intention
in fending up the Boat this Time, was to try if
there could be found any Outlet into the WPelcome,
befides that whereby they entered. Many Years
Experience of the fudden and fad Effects of Cold in
this Country, perfuaded him that this was no un-
reafonable Step towards preferving his Majefty’s
Ships and Subjets committed to his Care, in cafe
Winter fhould fet in before they could be able to re-
pafs the Mouth of the River, at that time much
clogg’d with Ice; and that this was his principal
Motive, may appear both from his Order of Fuly
2%, to the Licutcnanr and Mafter, and from their
Report of Auguft 1. at their Return.  The Captain
denics that thefe Ofﬁccrs were fo limited as is pre-
tended in this Query. It was a Blunder of his
Clerk, to write, as far as Deer Sound, in the Order ;

and he not only told him fo, at the going off of

the Boat, but he likewife verbally gave the Lieute-
nant Leave, as himfelf and the Mafter both ac-
knowledge, in their Anfwer to Query 3. to pro-
ceed up as far as he could conveniently, without re-
tarding the Ships from failing out of the River;
he being, for the Reafons juft now mentioned,
1more
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- more intent on getting out of the River, than on
further profecuting the Difcovery of a Paffage with-
in it, even tho’ hehad entertained the ftrongeft Pre-

. fumption that there might be one ; whereas he had
very cogent Reafons to think there was none : And
befides, to have fought one againft an Ebb, would
have been going contrary to his Inftructions,

Objection 8.

Why did be, only from a Bottle of Water’s being
brackifb (which is alfo difputed) which was taken up
near an Inlet where they apprebended there was a frefb
Stream, [ail direitly out of the River ¢

Anfwer.

It no where appears, that a Bottle of Water was
taken up near a freth Inlet. The Mafter, in his
Anfwer to Query 1, fays, the Water was pofitively
frefher and frefher as they went higher and higher 3

and the Affidavits of 7. Towns, U. Von Sobriek, and

G. Grant, all fet forth exprefly, that from 4 Leagues
above Deer Sound, to the utmoflt Height the Boat
went, the Water, even in the Mid-channel of the
River, was but barely brackifh, and that the Men
all drank of it alongfide inftead of Beer.

Objection g.

Why did be, when the Tide carried him with fuch
Rapidity into the River \Nager, get out of the Way of
the Tide to the North-eaff, inftead of the South-weft
Side, which was the Side he ought to have endeavoured
to difcover, unlefs be apprebended be might difcover
too much, by going bigher up with the Tide ?

Anfwer,

When they firft entered 77ager River, and in-
deed during the whole three Weeks they were
there, they found it impracticable to come near the

South-
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South-weft Shore, exceptonce with the Boat ; and
were glad at any Rate to get the Ships into fome i
Roadfteed, as may be feen in the Journals, Fuly 13, i
14 and 15.

Objection 10.

Why did be prevent the Lieutenant’s taking along
with bim from Churchill, one of the Faflory’s Men,
who perfeiily underflood the Northern Indian Lan-
guage, when the Licutenant told him be would take all
the Blame, in cafe any Complaint was made of it ?

Anfwer. ?

The Captain exprefled a Defire of obtaining this
Perfon of the Company, in cafe the northern Indi-
ans fhould not come down that Year. But they
arriving, he could only importune the Governor to

1 /5

prevail on two of them, who beft knew the Coun-
try, and could fpeak the Language of feveral Na-
tions, to go along with them, together with a third
Indian of their own, who could converfe with the
other two very intelligibly. The Governor would
not comply without a ftri€t Promife of fetting the

two Northern Indians athore at their Return, fome- \ ‘[“
where about Whale Cove or Brook Cobbam, laden M
with Goods, and furnifh’d with Arms and Ammu- G
nition ; which was done accordingly. Had the F
Captain permitted that other Man to have been im- E
refled or forced away, he would have acted againft
his Inftructions, which ordered him nat to give any
Difturbance to the Ships er Sloops of the Compa- Hig

ny : Now this Perfon was an Interpreter to one of
their Sloops for the northern Trade. f

Objeétion 11.
Why did be, when the Indians who were beginning 5
to underftand and [peak the Englith Language were 3
dzfirous of coming to England, put them on fhore a- 8

gainft
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8 gainft their Inclinations, in a very indifferent Boas,

8 on an Ifland fome Leagues from the Main, at a great
Diftance from their Country, unlefs to prevent their
giving an dccount of what they knew in relation to the

Country and Strait, in cafe they came to [peak the
Englith Tongue 2

Anfwer.,

They exprefs’d no Defire of feeing England that
ever came to the Captain’s Knowledge 3 and if they
had, what could have excufed him to the Governor
or to himfelf, for bringing them hither, when, as
was jult now obferved, he had folemnly engaged
to land them fomewhere about #hale Cove or Brook
Cobbam? 'The Mafter in his Anfwer to Query 18,

‘§ fays, the Boat was a good one, and that they had
| been taught how to manage her ; that they faid they
knew their Way home very well ; that they were
fufficiently fortified againft all the Men in the Coun-
try, having Fire-arms, well ftock’d with Ammu-
nition, and more of every thing than they could
well carry. And that they were but 250 Miles
from their own Country or the Company’s Factory,
which is nothing for an Jndian to travel.” The Affi-
davits of 7. Towns, G. Grant, and T. Cooper, {peak
much to the fame Purpofe, and fay befides, they

went away highly pleafed, without any Maaner of
Compulfion.

Objections and Surmizes about Bribery an-
Jwered.

Objection 1.

The Captain, before be went the Voyage, was of -
Jfered by Jome of the Direftors of the Company 5000 .
fo return to their Service, and not go the Voyage 5 or
t0 go fearch for ihe Paflage in Davis's Straits, or in

any
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any other Place but where be was diveled 5 to which.
be anfwered, be might take their Money and be of no
Service to them s for the Gentleman who had projelted
the Voyage, badit [o much at Heart, that if be did
not go, he would get fomebody elfe to go 5 but before be
bad done withit, he hop’d to go in a Coach and fix ;
to which one of them anfwered, be bop’d to [ec bim at
the Devil firft.

Anfwer.
T'he Captain denies that any of the Directors, either
by themfelves or others, ever offered him him 5000 /

or one Shilling, uponany Account whatfoever; and I .

granting fuch an Offer was made, the Objector ac-
quits the Captain of any Crime, by the Anfwer he
fays he made (or rather, that he in this Place is fo
kind to make for the Captain) v:iz. that he might
take the Money, and be of no Service to them,
&Fc. What follows about his Hopes of riding in a

Coach and Six, and fome body’s wifhing him at
the Devil, is fuch Trumpery that he can’t think
the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty believe
it deferves a ferious Anfwer, and he is furprized
the Projetor himfelf fhould think fo. But grant-
ing the Offer were made, can the Refufal of fo
large a Bribe redound to the Captain’s Difreputation?

Objection 2.

They afterwards, by Sir Bibye Lake their Gover-
nory promis’d bim 2 Years Salary a¢ 120 1. per annum,
not to doany Thing to prejudice or obfirutt their Trade,
which be fays was only upon Account of preventing bis
Crew’s trading in the Bay.

Anfwer, ,‘

The Refufal of 5000 /. which the Objettor ac-
knowledges, makes it altogether abfurd to fup- J
pofe, that he fhould accept of fo paultry a Confide-
I ration
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ration as two Yeéars Salary at 120 l. per anmum to
neglect his Daty in profecuting the Difcovery, when
' the very fame Perfons were offering him 5000 /. to
return to a very beneficial Employment. The Cap-
tain grants that the Company recommended the
Protettion of their Trade to him: It was a natural
and a reafonable Requeft 5 and he thought it the
Duty of his Station to maintain them, as far as he
had Power and Authority, in their juft Rights and
Privileges, and not to plunder them by trading
with the Natives himfelf, or fuffering others under
lim to trade with them, whatever Advantages
might have accrued by it.

Objection 3.
*Tis plain Rewards or Bribes were offered to bim 16
prevent bis perfetting the Difcovery.

Anfwered.

Does not the Objector make it alfo as plain that
he refufed Bribes, if any were offered ? But how
comes it to be fo plain that they were offered? Nei-
ther the Lieutenant, Surgeon, nor Clerk charge
him with any Bribes; and fhall it be thought, that
a bare Affertion from one that appears now to be
his Enemy, isa fufficient Proof ? He hopes not.

Objection 4.

He alfo, in the Hearing of bis Officers at Churchill,
told the Governor and Officers of the Company there,
that be would be a better Friend to the Company than
they expeted s for be would be able to make the Vayage
awithout any Man on board being the wifer, whether
there was a Paffage or not,

Anfwer,
The Captain does remember, that being once
with the Governor and fome Officers of the Com-
M pany,
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pany, they jeeringly faid, he and his People were
to be regarded as a kind of Enemies, and that he
anfwered, perhaps they might find him a better
Friend than they imagined, or to that Purpofe ;
meaning thereby, not only the Power his Inftrutti-
ons gave him to prote&t their Trade, and which
they underftood well enough ; but fomething elfe
alfo, which they could not fo readily comprehend.
The Truth is, the Agents of a certain Gentleman
had, without the Captain’s Knowledge or Confent,
thipp’d on board the Difcovery, as many Goods to
be difpofed of among the Indians, as would have
gained them many Hundreds of Pounds. This
he difcovered at the Orkueys, and was refolved, as he
was in Duty bound, not to fuffer any body on board
to trade with the leaft Part of them. The Words
he 1s charged with in the latter Part of this Objeti-
on were {poken to his own People on board, as a
Reproach to their Ignorance and Stupidity, and
their Averfion to being inftructed ; and he folemnly
declares, not in the Hearing of any one that be-
long’d to the Company, to the utmoft of his Re-
membrance. Befides the Lieutenant and the two
Malters, there was not a Man in either Ship, fkill’d
enough in Sea-affairs to have fo much as guefs’d in
what Part of the World he was, without being told,
Here now, are two Expreflions of his uttered at
different Times, in different Places, to different Per-
fons, and to quite different Purpofes, moft ingenu-
oufly coupled together by the fingle Particle for,
and fo wrought up into one terrible Charge againft

him'!
Objettion s,

He gave an Order, under Jevere Penallies, that

none of bis Crew Jhould have the leaft Intercourfe or
Trave with the Natives,

Anfwered.
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Anfwered.

He has already faid, that he was bound in Duty
to do this, whether the Company rewarded him or
not. But does not this Objeétion fhew, that the
Projector of the Voyage had the Advantage of a
private Trade at Heart, more than the publick U-
tility of a Difcovery 2 Whence otherwife fhould
arife his Endeavours to ftigmatize the Company,
and diffolve their Charter 7 Whence his unwearied
Application to prejudice the Captain’s unblemifh’d
Character with the Lords of the Admiralty or the
Publick ? And whence his Project of a new Settle-
ment, and a further Profecution of the Difcovery ;
but to intruft it with fuch as fhould not baulk his
Expectation 7z other Matters,

Infiances of the Contradictions and Inconfiftencies
which occur in the Anfwers to the Queries pro-
pounded to the Lieutenant, Mafler, Surgeon,
and Clerk, upon comparing them with one an-
other, and with the Logg Books, Fournals,
Counctls, Reports and Afdavits.

Lieutenant’s Anfwer to Query 1.
HE Water, T think, was falt; but asI would
not depend on my own Judgment, I filled
three Bottles with Water a: three different Places,
and brought them on board at my Return; and
was told there was no Diftinétion, for they were all

equally alike falt,

Mafter’s Anfwer to Query 1.
Above Deer Sound the Water was much frefher,
and the higher up the frefher ftill,
' M 2 T. Town’s
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T. Town’s Affidavit.

"The faid Caprains and the faid four Men did all
declare, that they had all tafted of the Water in the
Mid-channel of the River, four Leagues above Deer
Sound, and found it to be but barely brackifth, and
that the faid four Men did freely drink of it for
want of Beer.

Ulrick Von Sobriek’s Affidavit.

Being up the River W ager three or four Leagues
above Deer Sound, in the Boat with Capt. Middle-
ton—He, this Dcponcnr, and the reft of the Hands
in the Boat, did drink the Water in the Mid-chan-
nel, and found it to be juft brackith, fo that it
might very well be drank,

Grance Grant’s Affidavit.

He, this Deponent, heard the faid Capt. Middleton
and all the faid four Men aﬂlrt, that they had tafted
of the Water in the Mid-channel of #ager River,
three or four Leagues above Deer Sound, a.nd fouhd
it o be frefh, or but juft brackith, and that the faid
Men, for want of Beer in the Boat, chofe to drink
it rather than fuck the Icc as they us’d to do elfe-
where.

Licutenant’s Anfwer to Query 1.

I fteer’d W. N. W. by the Compals, along the
‘Weit Shore.

Mafter’s Anfwer to Query 1.

The Courfe we fteer’d in the Boat after we came
up with the Bloff Land was W. N. W, but the
Courfe of both Shores by Compafs from four
Leagues below where the Ships lay, to the higheft
we went up, is North 15° Welt,

Lieys

.....
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Licutenant and Mafter’s Report, 25th July.
When we were abrealt with the high Bluff Land
we fteer’d W. N. W. keeping the Mid-channel.

. Clerk’s Anfwer to Query 3.
I very well know they were limited to go only to
Deer Sound, or thereabouts, and ordered to come
back with the utmoft Difpatch.

Licutenant’s Anfwer to Query 3.

The Captain’s Orders in Writing to me were,
that I thould go to Deer Sound, or thereabouts ;
and to come back with the utmoft Difpatch: But
I defired he would give me my Liberty to act as
I thought moft conducive to the Difcovery ; and
he veirbally confented that 1 might run up the River
or Strait as far as I could conveniently, without
retarding the Ships from failing,.

Mafter’s Anfwer to Query 3.

The Order, through the Hurry and Miftake of
the Clerk, as the Captain told him at our putting
off the Boat, wasto make Obfervations in and near
Deer Sound : But he gave the Lieutenant as I heard
afterwards, verbal Orders to proceed as far as he
thought proper.

Captain’s Order July 24.
— And to report to me at your Return, which
1s to be as [peedy as the Nature of the Service you
are ordered upon will permit,

Clerk’s Anfwer to Query 5.
He threatened to cane the Lieutenant, and
Broomftick the Mafter, and whip all the reft.

Surgeon’s
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Surgeon’s Anfwer to Query s,
He faid he would cane the Lieutenant, broomftick
the Mafter, and whip all the reft that fpoke any
thing about the Paflage.

Lieutenan?’s Anfwer to Query 5.
I know nothing of the Threatning Capt. Middle-
fonis faid to have made ufe of.

Lieutenant’s Anfwer to Query 20.
I can’t fay the Captain difcouraged or difcounte-
nanced me in making any Difcovery.

Mafter’s Anfwer to Query s,

I never heard of the leaft Threatning during our
being at Sea any Part of the Voyage, about the
Difcovery ; but the Captain always treated every
body too well, if I may be allowed the Expreffion,

Afpdavit of T. Towns,

Capt. Middleton’s Behaviour, as far as this Depo-
nent ever faw or heard, was very kind and mild,
and he never threatned Punithment to any one for
offering his Mind with freedom about the Conduét
ufed in the intended Difcovery.

Affidavit of Ulrich von Sobriek.
- Capt. Middleton’s Treatment was very kind both
to Officers and Men.

Affidavit of Grance Grant,

He never heard that Capt. Middleton threatned
to punifh any one for fpeaking his Mind about the
Difcovery ; but, on the contrary, he was always
courteous in his Behaviour to his Officers, and kind
to all, fometimes when they did not deferve it.

Affidavit
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Afdavit of 'T. Cooper.

He never heard, or was informed, of any high
or harfh Words that paflfed between Capt. Middleton
and any of his Officers; or that the faid Captain
did any wife threaten to punifh any Man for fpeak-
ing his Mind freely about the Difcovery, or that he
threatned to break open any ones Cheft to come at
Journals ; but, on the contrary, his Carriage was
always mild to every body. '

Remark.

It is obfervable, that the Lieutenant never heard
any of the Captain’s Threatning, but was told it by
the Surgeon and Clerk, who both own, that it was
fpoken to them in private. The Mafter cannot tell
how to believe it, nor the Men neither ; for they

never heard any thing of it, nor felt any of its Ef-
fects.

Lieutenant’s Anfwer to Query 6.
We were carried to the South-weftward, nigh the
Rocks on the fouth Shore of Cape Dobbs, by the

Tide of Ebb, and drove from /#ager River fix or
feven Leagues.

Mafer’s dufwer to Query 6.

We were carried S, E. b. S. as the Courfe of the
Land lies by Compafs, from the River’s Mouth to-
wards Cape Dobbs, until we met the Channel ebb
from the W. b. S. by Compatfs.

Remark.

The Clerk, in Part of his Anfwer to this Query,
fays, at this time the Mafter prevaricates, for fear,
as he fays, he thould be any Man’s Ruin. Query,
Does the Clerk believe that any Man’s Ruin can
depend on the Truth of either of their Anfwers?

1 Lieyte-
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Lieatenant’s Anfwer to Query 7.

We ply’d with Sails and Oars to the Eaftward to
get out of a Tide of Flood, which Iapprehend and
believe came from the South-weft, for fear of be-
ing horfed into #ager River again.

Surgeon’s Anfwer to Query 7.

We ply’d to the North-eaftward with Sails, Ship’s
Oars, and two Boatsa Head, to be out of the Tide
of Flood from the Southward, leaft it fhould drive
us up the River Wager again.

Clerk’s Anfwer to Query 7.

‘We halled away to the eaftward with all the Sail
we could croud, rowing with the Ship’s Oars, and
towing with the Boats, toavoid our being forced
into the River Wager again, by a Tide of Flood
that came from the fouth-weftward.

Mafer’s Anfwer to Query 7.

When we failed out of the River #ager, we ply’d
to the eaftward wich Sails and Qars, to get out of
the Indraft of the River’s Flood from the eaftward,
but not from the fouthward, until you get within
the Indraft of the River, and then indeed the Flood
hath the Coutfe as in all Inlets.

Affidavit of T. Towns,
He is certain, of his own Knowledge, that all the
way from the Frozen Strait to the River WWager, the
Tide of Flood came from the eaftward.

Affidavit of Ulrich Von Sobriek.

The Flood Tide which flows up the River #a-
ger, in at its Mouth, comes all from the eaft, or
the eaft by north, the Courfe of the new Strait by
Compafs,

Remark,

P
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I Remark.

The Clerk will have it, that they failed away to
the eaftward, with all the Sail they could croud: If
he will look into the Journals, he may find that from
eight to twelve it was flat Calm.

Lieutenant’s Fournal, Auguft 4.
I feveral times try’d the Tide, and found the
Flood came from the eaft.

That the Neap Tides are higher with a north-
wefterly Wind at Churchill, than the Spring Tides
with an eafterly Wind, is known by every Perfon
who has any Knowledge of the Tides in Churchill
River.,

Lieutenant’s Anfwer to Query 9.

J. Macbeath’s Affidavit.

He, this Deponent, was employed five Years on
board one of the Company’s Sloops at Churchill,
and fays, that hetook notice always near Churchill a
N. E. Wind, when it blew any thing of a Gale,
did make the higheft Tides, and that the leaft Tides
were when it blew a fouth-weft Wind.

Licutenant’s Anfwer to Query 10.

The Tide at the Point near Brook Cobbam in
Latitude 63° 20, nigh the Land, was as rapid as
that at /#ager River.—— The Courfe of the Tide,
which was very impetuous, being never tried but
once at that Place.

Surgeon’s Anfwer to Query 10.

The Rapidity of the Tide here filled feveral a-
board with Joy and Hopes of finding a Paflace,
without going much farther northward.

Cler®s Anfwer to Query 10.
I never faw more rapid Tides at any Place than
near Brook Cobbam, in 63° 20,
N Li.‘.‘::‘l‘o'-;
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Lientenant’s Journal, July 5.

The Tide was tried feveral times, and found to
run two Miles an Hour from the N. E. b. E. by
Compalfs the Day before the Full Moon ; and I take
it to be the Flood from the eaftward.

Mafter’s Anfwer to Query 10.

The Tide near the Head Land, in Latitude 63%
20, as we went northward from Charchill River,
was tried f{everal times, and run two Miles an Hour
from the eaftward: But Land-men on board, and
Sailors alfo, if not well acquainted with Navi-
gation, may, in fuch Cafes where the Ship is
under Sail, the Boat at Anchor, or the Current Log
riding her, be eafily led into falfe Conclufions.

Mafter’s Anfwer to Query 14.

The Tide we found in 63° 20" in Shore, was
not half fo {trong as what we found in the new Strait,
between the River Wager and Cape Hope in the
Narrows, which T tried feveral times myfelf when
almoft calm, and it broke our deep Sea-Line in
bringing up our {mall Boat, and loft our Grapling.

Clerk’s Anfwer to Query 11.

I am very fare from a Channel we faw, which
disjoined from the low Beach, and another that I
faw to the northward, aswell as from the Gunner’s
and Carpenter’s Account, that the Land we then
ftood upon, was an Ifland wathed on all Sides by
the Sea the Ships were in,

Mafter’s Anfwer to Query.11.

The Captain {tri¢tly enquired of the Carpenter
and Gunner concerning the Frozen Strait, whether
the Place they were landed upon, was an' Ifland or

no ?
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. no? ‘Theyanfwered, It was not; for they could
fee further than he.

Clerk’s Anfwer to Query 11,

When we came to the Boat, it was near low Wa-
ter, and the Captain afk’d which way the Tide of
Flood ran ? and was told it made its Courfe to the
, northward. About 7 0’Clock that Evening, he took
o the Height of the Tide, it being at that time low
e, 8 ‘Water, and three Days after the Full of the Moon.

: :‘AZ 2 B 2any
) il Mafter’s Anfwer to Query 11.

Nar- § The Captain took the Height of the Tide when
D& R he returned to the Boat. By the Account the Men |
I 8 gave him when he got back, the Tide had flowed '

tour Feet; and he afterwards found by the Marks on

Shore, that it had flowed fifteen or {ixteen Feet in

all; and thata W.or W, b. S. Moon made High-
L water,

Tranfaitions mentioned in the Council of Auguft 8,
Signed by the Licutenant and Mafier, and confirmed

i by the Gunner and Carpenter.
On the feventh (of Augaft) at ten in the Morn-
— |l ing, after we were confirmed that the Flood came
in on the north Side from the E. b. S. Capt. Mid-
ghich dleton went athore in the Boat, and found it flowed
dat] fifteen Feet three Days after the full Moon., The
e Carpenter and Gunner, who were two of the Boat’s
o el Crew, many of our People being very ill, went

by twelve or fifteen Miles on the fouth Side of thefe
Straits, and on the higheft Hills they could find,
faw the Paffage that this Flood came inat.

it B Remark.

Lo By the Clerk’s Account there could have been no
ol Flood at all during the whole time that the Caprain
| N 2 was
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was abfent from the Boat. How then could he afk
which way the Tide of Flood ran ?

T

Lieutenant’s Anfwer to Query 12.

I could never properly diftinguifh the Head Lands
in our Return from Cape Frigid to Brook Cobbam,
and did not come nearer to the weft Shore than five
or fix Leagues. We fearch’d neither Inlets nor
Bays, nor came we near enough to any Land ta
the weftward to diftinguifh it,

Surgeon’s Anfwer to Query 12.

I do not remember we were nearer the weft Shore
than 5 or 6 Leagues; fo could not difcover whether
it was Iflands or broken Lands, Inlets or Bays, or
a main Continent, and feldom difcern’d the Land,
except fome high Bluff Point amongft the Clouds.

Clerk’s Anfwer to Query 12.
It appears from the different Journals and Log-
Books, that we were not nearer to that Land than
five or fix Leagues.

Log- Books.
The Log-Books make it appear, that they never
were more than once or twice, when they lay to in
the Night, above three or four Leagues off it.

Moafter’s Anfwer to Queftion 12,

We made iure to fearch all the weft Shore fo near
as (o {ee the Bottoms of the Bays, and plainly make
I main Land. We went within three or four Leagues
of moft Places, and where it was bold, we came
within two Leagues, as off the Head ILand, where
we found the Tide to run two Miles an Hour in
Latitude 63° 20, and from Latitude 64° to Brook
€l bbam, we were fure of the main Land all the
WY

¢

Lieutes
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Lieutenant’s Fournal Auguft 10,
wore Ship, the north Shore from N. E. to
} N.N.W. the neareft Diftance four or five Leagues—
| the north Shore bearing from N. b. E. to E.b. N,
| kept as near the Shore as we could to fee if there
were any Openings or Paffages in the Land
continued failing 1n fight of the main Land of the
north Shore, quite from Cape Hope. Halled off to
deepen our Water I find by coafting along
thore of the W e¢lcome from the Frozen Straits to this
Place (the Head Land in Latitude 63° 20) that it
is the main Land, though there are feveral {mall
Iflands and deep Bays. This Head Land, and the
other in 649 Latitude, make a deep Bay. In our
Paffage out, we did not fee the Bottom of it, as we
, B have done fince, and by keeping clofe in thore, we
| have feen feveral black Whales.

Affidavit of T. Towns.
The Captain had the Difcovery at heart above all

things ; for he feem’d overjoy’d at every thing that,
feemed to promife it, and kept a conftant Look out
and Examination of all Shores, keeping fometimes
eight and forty Hours upon Deck, at a time which
muft be very fatiguing in thole Parts to a Man in

his bad State of Health.

Affidavit of Ulrich Von Sobriek,

All the way between Brook Cobbam and Cape
Dobbs, they were fure of the main Land, and were
never aboye three or four Leagues off the Land, ex-
ceptin one or two Places, where meeting with fhoal
Water, they laid to in the Night-time, that they

| might not pafs any Place unfeen, and ftood in fhore
in the Day. Off the Head Land in Latitude 63%
20, they were not two Leagues from Shore,

Affdavit
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Affidavit of Gra. Grant,

Capt. Middleton was careful above all things t&
fearch all Shores, and chofz to lay by in the Night, §."
rather than pafs by any Straits or Inlets that might |"°
afford a Paffage. -

Majter’s Anfwer to Query 13. |

The Reafon the Boat was not fent a fhore to try ¢
the Tides, was, that when the was mann’d, we
could not find Men to work the Ship, or reef a Sail, W
or hand one. — They grew worfe and worfe every | .
day, and we had not above fix in both Watches, "”
befides three or four Officers. |

Surgeon’s Anfwer to Query 13.

There was never any Boat fent on Shore, not no
Search made near the weft Land : I do not know
any Reafon why we did not ; for out of fifty-three
Men and Boys, we brought out of Churchill, we
had but eight that were incapable of doing their
Duty.

Affidavit of T. Towns,

Through the Sicknefs and Lamenefs of a great
many, and the Unfkilfulnefs of fome, the Ships
would not in all probability have ever reach’d Eng-
land again, if it had pleas’d God to take away Capt.
Middleton.

Affidavit of Ulrich Von Sobriek.

Out of above twenty Men which they had on
board the Difcovery from Churchill home, there
were not four or five in a Watch, able to go aloft,
or hand or reef a Sail ; though this Ship was better
mann’d than the Furnace, infomuch, that in Wager
River, they were forc’d to fend moft of their Hands
aboard the Furnace, where they had few but fick
Men,

Surgeon’s
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K
: Surgeon’s Anfwer to Query 17. :
The two Indians gave us an Account of a River or
Straits, falt Water and deep, a great Number of
lirge ‘black Fifh fpouting up the Water, and that
they were five Days in croffing it, and that there
was a Copper-mine on the Side of the River or
Straits 3 and that from the beft Account I could

gather from them, it was fomewhere thereabouts.

Mafter’s Anfwer to Query 17.

‘We had no manner of Account from the Indians
of .any Paffage on the Coaft where we went, neither
did I hear fo much as one word mentioned about
it, either whilft they were with us or fince till now,
nor concerning black Fifh near the Copper-Mine.

Mafter’s Anfwer to Query 18.
The Captain told us, that he had promifed both
the Governor and the Friends of the northern In-

dians to put them fafe on Shore, fo that they might
get to their own home, or to Churchill,

Clerk’s Anfwer to Query 18.

The Reafons Capt. Middleton gave for putting
them afhore were, as he faid, leaft thofe Indiaus,
when they came to England, fhould, by their Chat-
tering of the Copper-Mine, and Straits thereabouts,
put the Government to the Expence of fitting out
Ships again, to make trial .of a Paflage that way
once more,

Surgeon’s dAnfwer to Query 18.

The Captain ordered them into an old. leaky
Boat, with two Oars, Maft and Sails, which neis
ther of them knew well how to manage, in a ftrange
Place they did not know, and in the midft of their
mortal Enemics, But all this would not prevail on

2 the
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the Captain 3 for ;they were actually forc’d over the
Ship’s Side into the Boat,

Mafter’s Anfwer to Query 18.

The Boat was very well, and they might eafily
manage her, as they had been thewn, what Diftance -
they had to Shore, or along Shore, as they pleas’d :
they knew their way home well enough, as the
told us, and were fufficiently fortified againft all the
Men of the Country, having Fire-arms, well ftock’d
with Ammunition, and more of every thing than
they could well carry. They were but 250 Miles
from their own Country, or the Company’s Fac-
tory, which is nothing for an Indian to travel.

Afidavit of T. Towns.

The two northern Indians were fo far from being
forced into a leaky Boat againft their Will, that
they went voluntarily intoa good tight Boat, which
this Deponent {faw well caulk’d two Days before,
and feem’d highly pleas’d at their Departure, as well
they might ; for they had more Arms, Ammuni-
tion and Goods given them, than they could have
traded in feven Years.

Afidavit of G. Grant.
They departed in a good tight Boat, highly
pleafed with the large Stock of Prefents, Ammuni-
tion and Arms, they had reccived from the Captain,

Affidavit of 'T. Cooper.

When they faw what Prefents and Arms the Cap-
tain had ordered to be delivered to them, they both
fgemed highly pleafed, and willing to depart; and
both went voluatarily into the Boat, which was a
good tight one, without the leaft Forcing or Com-
pulfion,

Licutenant’s
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Lieutenant’s Anfwer to Query 20.

I believe that fome of the Officers on board were
difcouraged and difcountenanced from being inqui-
fitive about it, or making Obfervations, which
might promote the intended Difcovery.

Clerk’s Anfwer to Query 20.

by difcountenancing and difcouraging
every one on board—and making what he thought
moft conducive to_ his Defign on the Log-board.

Lieutenant’s Anfwer to Query 2.0.

I can’t fay that the Captain difcouraged or dif-
countenanced me in making any Difcovery — nor
did I ever hear the Captain threaten to take their
Books and Papers from them, or give Orders that
nothing thould be enter’d in the Log-book, which
fhould give any hopes of a Paflage,

Moafter’s Anfwer to Query 5.

I have heard (the Captain) fay, that he would put up
with all that could be endured, rather than the Dif-
covery fhould be baulk’d. He never hindered any
body from keeping what Account they would, and
would always readily inftruét any Officer that would
alk him in obferving the Latitude, Variation, or
any other curious Matter 3 and fhew’d feveral how
to keep Journals, that had never been at Sea before,

Mafter’s Anfwer to Query 20.

The Captain feem’d on all Occafions heartily to
encourage the Difcovery, and was ever free in coms=
municating, and inftru&ting every Officer and Man
on board, either in Navigation or the Seaman’s
Part, as none is better qualified to doit: And the
Lieutenant and myfelf have experiénced the Benefit
thereof, and muft ownit 5 and to reprefent him in

any
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any other Light, I am theroughly fatisfied, is do-
ing him barbarous Injuftice.

Affidavit of T'. Towns.

Captain Middleton’s Behaviour, as far as this De-
ponent ever faw or heard, was very kind and mild.
He never did threaten to punith any Man for offer-
ing his Mind with freedom about the Conduét ufed
in the intended Difcovery; and he believes he had
the Difcovery at heart above all things.

Affidavit of Ulrich Von Sobriek.

Captain Middletow’s Treatment was very kind
both to Officers and Men 3 and nobody could take
more Pains and Care in making all kinds of Obfer-
vations, which might help towards a Difcovery 3
as alfoin inftructing others who were ignorant, to do
the like.

Affidavit of Grance Grant,

He never heard, that the Caprain threatened to
punifh any one for {peaking his Mind about the
Difcovery ; but on the contrary, he was always
courteous in his Behaviour to his Officers, and kind
to all, fometimes when they did not deferve it.

Affidavit of 'T. Cooper.

He never heard, or was informd, of any high or
harth Words that pafied between Capt. Middleton and
any of his Cfficers ; or that he did inany wife threaten
to punith any Man for fpeaking his Mind about the
Diicovery 5 or that he threatned to break open any
one’s Cheft to come at Papers or Journals ; but that
on the contrary, he was at all times mild to every
body ; and that by his encouraging every one under
Difficulties and Hardfhips, this Deponent did and
ftill does fincerely believe, that he ecarneftly defired
to make and compleat the Difcovery.

APPENDIX,
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I.
By the Commiffioners for executing the Office of Lord
High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, .

HEREAS we have, in Obedience to his
Majefty’s Commands, ordered the Fur-
nace Sloop, whereof you are Commander,

to be fitted out in a proper Manner to proceed on a
Voyage towards Hudfon’s Strait, in order to attempt
the Difcovery of a Paffage that Way into the
Weftern American Ocean, and have appointed the
Difcovery Pink, William Moor Malfter, (whois here-
by required and directed to follow your Orders) to
attend you on that Service, you are hereby required
and directed, fo foon as the faid Sloop and Pink
are ready for the Sea, to fall down to the Nore,
and when they have been paid what is due to their
Companies, to proceed to Leith, and deliver the
inclofed Packet to Captain Holburne, Commander
of his Majefty’s Ship the Dolphin, containing Or-
ders to the faid Captain to proceed in Company
with you, as far as the Iilands of Orkney, for your
better Security againft the Privateers of the Enemy,
faid to be cruifing thereabouts.

You are accordingly to proceed in Company
with the faid Ship Dolphin as far as the aforefaid
Iflands, and then to make the beft of your Way
with the Sloop and Pink under your Command to-
wards Hudfow’s Strait, and after pafling the fame,
to proceed to szre) s Swan’s Neft 5 and then
fieer North-wefterly, fo as. to fall in with the

Q2 North-
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North-weft Land at Sir Thomas Roe’s Welcome, or
#ne uitra, near the Latitude of 65 Degrees North.

You are there to make the beft Obfervations you
can of the Heighth, Direftion and Courfe of the
Tides, bearing of the Lands, Depth and Sound-
ings of the Sca, and Shoals, with the Variation of
the Needle,

When you come up with #7halebone Point in 65°
you are to try the beft Paffage in doubling that
Land, whether to Eaftward or Weftward, in cale
it be an Ifland 5 and on which Side foever you meet
the Tide at Flood, to direct your Courfe fo as to
meet the Tide, whether North-wefterly or South-
wefterly.

If after, in doubling that Cape, you find either
a Strait or an open Sea, you are to keep on your
Courfe, ftill meeting the Tide of Flood ; and if it
be fo wide as to lofe Sight of Land, then keep to
the Larboard or American Shore, fteering South-
wefterly, fo as to take the Bearings of the Lands,
and Soundings ; and obferve whether there are any
Inlets, Bays, or Rivers, to fhelier the Ships, in
cafe bad Weather, or contrary Winds, oblige you
to take Harbour 3 and there make the beft Plans
you can of fuch Harbours, and the Charts of the
Coaft, '

You muft make no Stay any where, whilt Wind
and Weather permits, (except in making Obferva-
tions for your Safety in your Return) unul you get
to the Southward of 60 Degrees North 3 and then,
if you continue to find an open Sea, make more
careful Obfervations of the American Coaft or Iflands,
and of the Head-lands, Bays, and Rivers, until you
make the Latitude of 50 Degrees, or any more
foutherly Latitude, in cafe you find it convenient tq
winter on the weftern Side of America ; but if you
thould find 1t more convenient to return into the
Bay to winter, or can make your Paffage home in

1 Time,

—

d
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! Time, after making a Difcovery of the Paffage to
| the Weftern American Ocean, (which is more eli-
\gible) in order to profecute the Difcovery to Ad-
vantage next Seafon, then you need proceed no far-
ther foutherly than 50 or 6o Degrees Latitude,
and make all proper Obfervations of the Tides,
Bays, Head-lands, Shoals, and Rocks on both
Sides, if the Paffage be narrow, or on which ever
Side the Wind and Weather permits you, with the
Variation, or any other curious Obfervations you
| can make. !

If you find any Inhabitants upon the Coaft, or
‘any populous Nations to the Southward, you are
to endeavour by all proper Means, to cultivate a
Fricndfhip and Aliiance with them, prefenting them
with fuch Trifies as they value, and fhewing them
all poffible Civility and Refpect ; but to take Cau-
tion, if they be numerous, not to let yourfelf be
furprized, but to be conftantly on your Guard
againit any Accidents,

. If you find it proper to winter on the other Side
of the Paffage, get to a warm Climate not more
northerly than 42 D. in fome fafe Harbour, that
may be of Ufe in a future Settlement; and rather
in an Ifland, if there be a good Harbour, which
would be fafer than on the Continent for an infant
Settlement.

If your Place of wintering is within a proper
Diftance to be fupplied by the Natives on the Con-
tinent, take proper Seeds, of Fruit-Trees, Plants,
Grain and Pulfe, and fow them in the Spring, or
in cafe you find any civilized Nation, who want
fuch Kinds, you may prefent fome to them, and
make them fenfible of their Ufe and Manner of
Culture,

In Places where you meet with Inhabitants, make
Purchales with their Confent, and take Poffeffion

of
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of convenient Situations in the Country, in the
Name of his Majefty of Great Britain.
But where there are no Inhabitants, you muft ||
take Pofleffion by fetting up proper Inferiptions, §
as firft Difcoverers and Poffefiors.

If in your Paffage you mect with any Ships Y7

trading to the weftern Countries, eaftward of Fapan,
or any japaneze Ships, and you apprehend any
Danger from them, either from their Force or
Number, you are to proceed no farther in the Dif~
covery, but immediately to return, that Ships of
fufficient Force may be fent out next Seafon, to be-
gin a Trade, or make a Settlement, without any
Apprehenfion of Difturbance from any powerful
Nation on that Side, left any Accident thould pre-
vent your Return, and difcourage any further At-
tempts to be' made for the future.

If you fhould arrive at California without any
Apprehenfion of Danger, and chufe to winter in
42 D. (where Caxton 1s faid to have found a civi-
lized Nation and good Harbour) or more foutherly,
then endeavour to meet Captain Anfon in the Month
of December, before the Arrival of the Manilz Ship
at Cape Sf. Lucas, the fouthern Cape of California,
and leave a Copy of your Journal with him, left
any Accident fhould happen to you upon your Re-
turn, and fo the Difcovery be loft, and it might
prevent Ships being fent out to your Relief in cafe
of Shipwreck.

But for as much, as in an Undertaking of this
Nature, feveral Emergencies may arife, not to be
forefeen, and therefore not fo particularly to be pro-
vided for by Inftrutions beforehand, you are in
fuch” Cafe to proceed, as, upon Advice with your
Officers, you fhall judge may be moft advantageous
to the Service on which you are employed.

When you return home, you are to proceed in-
to the River of Thames, and fend our Secretary an

Account
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. Account of your Arrival and Proceedings, for our
Information. Given under our Hands the 20th of
| May, 1741.
Cua. Waczr,
Tro.FrANKLAND,
GLENORCHY,
To Captain Middleton, Commander of His Ma-
jefty's Slagp the Furnace. Deptford.

By Command of their Lordfhips.
Thomas Corbett.

II.
By the Commiffioners for executing the Office of Lord
High-Addmiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c.

O U are hereby required and directed during
the Courfe of your intended Voyage, not to
give any Difturbance or Moleftation to any of the
Ships or Sloops employ’d in the Service of the Hud-

Jow’s-Bay Company, but to give them all Prote&tion
and Affiftance that lies in your Power, whenever
any Opportunities offer of your being ferviceable to
them. Given under our Hands the 29th of May,
1741,

Cua. WAGER,
VERE BEAUuCLEREK,
GLENORCHY,

7o Capt. Middleton, Commander of His
Majefly’s Slocp Furnace.

By Command of their Lordfhips.
) P
Thomas Corbett.
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I1I.
Hud{fon’s-Bay Company to their Governor Myr. James
Duffield, and Hudfon’s-Bay Houfe London Coun-
fel at Moofe River Fort, May the 30th, 1741.

GENTLEMEN,

Otwithftanding our former Orders to you, if
Capt. Middleton (who is fent abroad into the
Governments Service to difcover a Paffage to the
North-weft) thould be obliged to refort to you,
you are then to give him the beft Afliftance in your
Power. We remain,
Your loving Friends,

Bibye Lake, Gov.
Benj. Pitts, D. G.
‘William Elelerton,
J. Winter,

Ab. Lake,
John-Anth, Merle.

IV.
A Councii off Cary Swans Neft,

T a Council held on Board His Majefty’s Sloop
Furnace, Auguft the 1ft, 1741, in the La-
titude of 60° 22" north, Longitude 8792 44 weft,
Wind N. by W,
P: RVUE CSIRECIN G S

Capt. Chriftop. Middleton, Prefident,

Wm. Moor, Mafter of the Difcovery,

Fobn Rankin, Lieutenant,

Robert Wilfon, Maiter,

The Queftion was put, and taken into Confide-
ration, Whether it would be proper to proceed up-

on a Difcovery of a Paflage from Hudfon’s -Bay to
the
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the South-Sea directly, or to repair with his Ma-
. jelty’s Sloop Furnace and D feovery Piok to Church-
| 7! River in Hudfon’s-Bay, as the Seafon of the Year
is too far advanced to proceed to the Ne Ulira, and
there being a Neceffity of fecuring the Vefitls, and
providing Neceffaries for Wintering as {oon as poi-
fible : And it was unanimoufly

Refolv’d, That confidering the Rigour of the
‘Winter in thefe Parts of the Waorld, the want of
every thing neceffary for building Lodgings for the
Men, and a convenient Place for fecuring the Vel-
{fels from the Danger of the Ice ; the Neceflity of
digging Store-rooms for the Provifions, no Brandy,
Spirits, or Strong Beer being Proof againft the Se-
verity of the Winter above Ground ; the Uncer-
tainty of fecuring the Veflels after the Froft comes
on, which ufually happensin the Beginning of Sep-
tember : and the Obftructions we may pofibly meet
with in our Paffage, by Fogs, Calins, Ice and con-
trary Winds :

That it would be the beft and fureft Method for
the Service in general to proceed direétly for Church-
i#ll River in Hudfow’s-Bay, there to {ecure his Maje-
fty’s Veflels Furnace and Difcovery, with their Pro-
vilions, Stores and Ammunition, and to provide
convenient Winter-Quarters, Firing, and neceflary
‘Cloathing for their refpective Companies, and to
wait for the breaking up of the Ice the next Year,
and then to attempt the Difcovery of a Paffage from
Hudfow’s-Bay to the South-Sea,

Chriftopher Middleton,
Fobn Rankin,

William More,
Robert Wilfon,
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VI.
‘T a Council held at the New Fort, Charehill
River, March the 21ft, 1741-2.

PR 8 R
Capt. Chrifiopher Middleton,
Fobn Rankin, Lieutenant,
William Moor, Mafter and Commander of the
Difcovery.
Robert Wilfon, Malfter of the Furnace,

It 1s taken into Confideration, Whether it would
¢ neceffary for the Service his Majefty’s Sloop
Furnace is ordered upon to make the following Al-
terations, which were mentioned by a Letter from
apt. Middleton to Sir Facoh Ackworth, and for
want of time could not be effeCted, viz, the Quarter-
Deck to be made fluth with the prefent main Deck,
by having a flight one laid over the former, and a
Companion Way thereupon made to go down into
the Steerage ; the former Paffage thereto being not
only inconvenient, but very dangerous for Perfons
coming from below to go forwards, when the Cap-
{ton 1s in ufe, as Capt. Middleton by fad Experience
found, being jamm’d between the End of a Cap-
fton Bar and the Companion.

And it was Refolved, That confidering the high
and traverfe Seas in this Partof the World, and the
Probability of thipping large Quantities of Water,
it is abfolutely neceffary to have the Quarter-Deck
made fluth with the Main-Deck, the Sloop to be
fteer’d with a Wheel, dead Lights hung with Hinges
to be fixed to the great Cabbin Windows, which
will make more room for the Capflon than is at
prefent, and which we fhall be obliged to ufe very
frequently upon our entering or coming out of
Harbours, warping among Ice, and upon Accoun;

2 Q
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of trying the Tides 5 and it is our Opinions thofe
Alterations ought to he made before his Majefty’s
Sloop Furnace proceeds to Sea. Given under our
Hands this 21ft Day of March 1741-2.

Chriftopher Middleion,

Fobn Rankin,

Win. Moor,

Reobert Willon.

VIL
T a Council held on board his Majefty’s Ship
Furnace, in Sir Thomas Roe’s Welcome, the
z2th Day of Fuly, 1742.

PR B85 BN +F,

Capt. Chriffopher Middleton,

Lieutenant Fobn Rankin,

Wm. Moor, Mafter and Commander of the
Difeovery,

Robert Wilfon, Mafter of the Furnace.

The manifeft Hazard of his Majefty’s Ships Fur»
smace and Difcovery, from the vaft Quantities of Ice
that furrounded them, the Sea being covered for
ten Leagues to Windward, and the Ships driving
every Tide nearer the Land, and at that time
within two Miles of the Shore 3 that there was a
Neceflity of turning back or fecking fome Harbour,
as foon as might be, to fecure the Ships, was taken
ferioufly into Confideration, and it wasunanimoufl
Refolv’d, that it would be the moft eligible and
fafelt Method for the Prefervation of his Majefty’s
faid Ships, and the Lives of the Men, to make the
beft of our way to an Inlet or Strait, that appear’d
beyond /7halebone-Point, there to feek out fome
«onvenient Place to fecure the Ships, till fuch time
as the Welcome fhould be clear’d of Ice, and then
afe cur utmoft Endeavours for proceeding on our

Difcc-
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Difcovery. In witnefs whereof we have hereunto
fet our Hands the Day and Year above-written.
Chrifbopher Middleton,
Fobn Rankin,
Wm. Moor,
Robert Wilfon,

VIII.
Lieutenanl’s Report, Sunday July the 25th, 1742.

Was ordered to take the Mafter with me in the
eight oar’d Boat, to found in the Channel to
the northward of the Iflands in the River, and to
fee for a Harbour for our Ships, near the Mouth of
the River, for a fafe Rertreat, if need be, but I
could find none on the north Side 5 but I faw feve-
"’I Openings or Coves on the fouth Side, but I
ould not get near tmm s for the River was very
full of Ice from Side to S de.
I made the beft of my wav up to the Ships from
r the River’s Mouth Igot vp to the Ifland off
the Mouth of Savage So'.md or River, the Tide
came down upon me, and all the Ice, with fuch
Force and Swiftnefs, that our Boat muft have been
imafhed into a thoufand Fieces, if we had not got
her inftantly into a Cove, or large Field of Ice:
we were inclofed with fo much Ice, many large
Pieces, fome of them drew nine or ten Tatlloms
Water; we were forced upon the fouth Shore with
great Swiftnefs, and many Pieces were forced upon

the Rockes, and others againft them with great

Force 3 we were forced o fF again near the Middle
of the River, and carried out of the River’s Mouth
with the Tide of Ebb above five Leagues, before
we could fee the leaft Opening among the Ice, to
get the Boat out.  About four or five in the Morn-
ing, the 206th, the Ice opened a little, I got the
Roat out of the Cove, and forced her through the

Ice,

A




( 109 )

38 Yee, it having little or no Motion 5 the Flood

Tide being made, we got among loofe Ice, and

" failed towards the north Shore, About twelve at

Noon, the 26th, we got in under the Iflands on
the 'north Side, at the Mouth of the River, we lay
the Tide off Ebb, and got on board of the Ship

Y at half an Hour paft nine at Night.

Fuly 27th, 1742. Fobn Rankin.

IX.
My Order to the Lieutenant and Mafler.

| By Capt. Chriftopher Middleton, Commander of bis

Majefly’s Ship Furnace.

Hereas I ordered you and the Mafter to found

in the Channel on the north Side of the

Iflands in this River, and to look out for a Har-
bour for the Ships near the Mouth thereof, but
finding by your Report, that there is none to be
found on the north Side, and the River being very
full of Ice, there was no approaching the fouth
Side ; it alfo having been hinted to me, that there
was fome hopes of a Paflage or Inlet into the Sea,
from the Rifings of the Tides at or near Deer
Sound, black Whales having been feen thereabouts,
and it being impoffible to move the Ships with Safe-
ty, while fuch Bodies of Ice are now in the River,
and continue to drive with the Tides; you and the
Mafter are hereby required and directed to take the
fix-oar’d Boat, and proceed up the River Wager as
far as Deer Sound before-mentioned, and to be as
particular as may be of the Flux of the Tides,
their Direction and Height at that Place and near
it, and particularly to note whether the Flood in
the River Deer Sound comes from this River or
fome other, and to make ftri¢t Enquiry, whether
the black Whales can have any other Paffage from
the
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the Sea into this River, than that where his Ma-
jefty’s Ships Furnace and Difcovery came in at, and
to report to me, under your Hands, at your: Re-
turn, which is to be ‘as {peedy as the Nature of the
Service you are ordered upon will permit, what Ob-
{ervations you make thercof, and for {o doing this
fhall be your {fufficient Warrant. - Dated on board
his Majefty’s Ship Furnace, the 27th Day of Fuly
1742.
Chriftopber Middleton.

9o Licutenant John Rankin, and Robert

Wilfon, Mafier of His Majefty’s Ship,

Furnace.

-

X.
The Lieutenant’s and Mafler’s Report,

Purfuant to an Order from Capt. Chriftopher Middle-
ton, Commander of bis Majefty’s Ship the Furnace,
bearing Dale the 27th of July, 1742.

E, whofe Names are hereunto fubfcrib’d,

took the Furnace’s fix-oar’d Boat, and went

from Sazvage Sound, where his Majefty’s Ships Fur-
snace and Difcovery then lay; and on the 28th, at
ohe in the Morning, arriv’d at Deer Sound, where
we tried the Tide, and found the Flood to come
into that Place from the River #7ager, and rofe at
that time ten Feet. At {ix o’Clack the fame Morn-
ing we left Deer Sound, (where we put the two
northern Indians athore to kill fome Deer for our fick
Men) and failed for a high bluff Land on the N.
W. Side of the River Wager. Our Courfe from
the Iflands on the north Side of Deer Sound to the
high bluff Land, was N.W. b. N. by Compafs ; we
founded frequently, and had no Ground with a Line
of fixty-cight Fathoms all the way over. When
we were a-breaft of the high bluff Land, we fteer’d
W. N. W.

e
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W. N.W. keeping the Mid-channel, and ftill
- found no Ground at 98 Fathom, except nigh fome

Iflands that lay in the fair Way about one third over
the River, and 30 Fathoms within a League of one
of them. This Courfe we kept tll we got about
15 Leagues from Deer Sound, but finding the Tide
or Frefh againft us, and the Wind coming fair, we
were afraid_to ftay any longer, for fear of hinder-
ing the Ships from going to Sea; however, we

ame to a Grapnell with the Boat, and went upon a
hloh mountainous Land, where we had a very fair
View of the River. From thence we faw a great
Run or Fall of Water between the fuppos’d main
ILand and the aforefaid Iflands, very narrow, feem-
ingly not a Mile broad, and about a L.eague from
where the Boat lay 3 but to the northwards we dif-
covered a large Colleétion of Water, in which were
{feveral Iflands, and high mountainous Land on both
Sides of it, the weft Side having many bluff Points,
and broken Land. In our Return towards the
Ships, and not far from Deer Sound, we faw feveral
large black Whales, of the Whalebone kind, fome
of which came very near the Boat. So that upon
the whole, we think there may be fome other Paflage
into the Sea from the River Wager, befides that
which his Majefty’s Ships Furnace and Difcovery
came in at, and imagine there is a great Probability
of an Opening or Inlet into the Sea, fomewhere on
the eaft Side thereof, tho® we cannot fix the Place,
Given under our Hands this firt Day of Auguf,
1742.

Fobn Rankin,
Robert Wilfon,
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XT.

T a Council held the 8th Day of Auguft, 1742,
A on Board His Majefty’s Ship Furnace.

PRt 8y ExtNigall,

Capt. Chriftop. Middleton, Prefident,

Wm. Moor, Mafter and Commander of the
Difcovery,

Fobn Rankin, Lieutenant,

Robert Wilfon, Malfter,

The following Tranfattions were read, and unanimonfly
agreed 10, ViZ.

Auguft the 2d, 1742. Unmoor’d and failed out of
Wager River, that River and the Straits being pretty
clear of Ice, in purfuit of our Difcovery. The 4th
having contrary Winds and Calms, made but little
Northing. On the sth by Noon, got into the La-
titude of 669 14, but met with much Ice and ftrong
Tides. The fame Day in the Evening, we difco-

vered on the north Side of our new Straits, a Cape .

or Head Land, bearing N. the Land on the fouth
Side lyeth E. b, N, and W. b. S. and on the other
Side N.b. W. which gave us all great Joy and
Hopes of its being the extream north Part of Ame-
rica. 'We could {ee little or no Land to the north-
ward of it, and deep Waters, very high Land, and
ftrong Tides, when we were 4 or 5 Leagues fhort
of it. This Capt. Middleton named Cape Hope. We
turn’d or work’d round it the fame Night, and got
5 or 6 Leagues to the N. by W, before we could
fce any otherwife than fair and wide Straits 3 but
the 6th Day about Noon, after having got into the
Latitude of 66° 40, found we were embay’d, and
by 2 1in the Afternoon, could not go above 3
Leagues farther, having tried the Tides all the

Forenoon
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Forenoon till 2 o’Clock in the Afterrioon, but
found neither Ebb nor Flood, yet deep Water.
From this it was concluded, that we had overf(hot
the Straits on the north Shore, where we found
ftrong Tides that came from the E. b. S. but ap-
parently no Paffage and as there was no proceed-
ing above 3 or 4 Leagues farther, 1t was agreed
upon by all to return back and fearch narrowly for
the Straits, by finding from whence the Floods
came. On the 7th, at 10 in the Forenoon, after
we were confirmed the Flood came in on the north
Side from E. b. S. Capt. Middleton went on Shore
in the Boar, and found it flowed 15 Feet three Days
after the Full, and a W. b. S. Moon made high
Water, Capt. Middleton, together with the Gunner
and Carpenter (who were two of the Boat’s Crew,
many of our People being very ill) went 12 or 15
Miles on the fouth Side of thefe Straits, and on the
higheft Hills they could find, faw the Paffage that
this Flood came in at, the Mountain they {ftood
upon being pretty near 9 Leagues from the Entrance
of this Strait out of the Bay the Ships were in, and
from whence they could fee about 12 or 15 Leagues
farther; but for the 18 or 20 Leagues, it was faft
with Ice not yet broke up, and running away <
and S. S. E. by Compafs, with very high Land on
both Sides, about 4 Leagues broad in the narrow-
eft, and about 6 in the wideft Part, with above 20
fimall I0ands in the Middle and Sides, and it being
then the 7th of Axguff, and no Appearance of its
clearing this Year, and near the 67th Degree of
Latitude, no anchoring the Ship, being ‘very near
deep Water clofe to the Shore, and much large Ice
driving with the Ebb and Flood ; but little Room
if thick Weather fhould happen, which we could
not but expect very foon, having had much clear
Weather ; for which Reafons it is agreed upon to
niake the belt of our way out of this cold, dangerous

Q_ aﬂd
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and narrow Strait, and to make farther Obferva-
tions between the Latitude of 64° and 63°, on the
north Side of the Welcome, having feen large Open-
ings, broken Land and Iflands, with ftrong Tides,
but had not Opportunity of trying from whence
the Flood .came in our Paffage hither. Givenunder
our Hands this 8th Day of Auguft, 1742.

Chriftopher Middleton,
: Jobn Rankin,

William Moor,

Robert Wilfon,

Geui ge Ax XC,
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XII.

A Copy of an Abfiraét of our Fournal from Churchill
on the D.i/w'vc,’.' to our Arrival at the Orkneys on
.Z/Oﬂi‘d bis Majefty’s Ship Furnace, fent to the Ad-

2
miralty, the _Z\L.u) and to Mr. D— in Ireland,
)7 9

Sailed from Churchill the firlt Day of Fuly, being
E the firft Spurt of Wind I could get for failing
out of the ix‘.‘:rmour, and continued failing with a
fair Wind, till the third ; when we faw an Ifland,
the two Extremities bearing N. b. E. and E. b. N,
1;1‘ g in the Latitude of 63° oo north, and Lon-

situde from Churchill 3° 40 Lai"[,which I rake to be
he fame which Fox named Brook Cobbam. On the
fth Day, I faw a Head I ;‘md on the norrh Side of
the 7/’¢o, bearing N. W. b. N. feven or eight
Leagues diftance, in the Latitude of 63° 20, and
Lonrrituc" 1Cmm..ul-; © 00 eaft. Herel tried
the Tides u‘ll times, and ;"‘l);n'z;l clofe in with
the Land the Tide to run two Miles an Hour from
the N. b. E. which I take to be the Flood, and by

the Slacks, from feveral Trals, I found that a Welt
1
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ora W.b. N. Moon made high Water, having a
I full
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full Moon that Day. On the 8th Day, faw the
north Side of the Welcome, with much Icein Shore,
I tried the Tide, and found it fet E. N, E. two Fa-
thoms. On the ninth, continuing my Courfe, and
failing through much Ice, I wasobliged at length to
grapple toa large Piece. The Tender did the fame
to keep off’ from the Shore, the Wiad blowing us
right upon it. I tried the Tide frequently, and
could difcover neither Ebb nor Flood by my
current Log. Here we were faft jamm’d up in Ice,
being totally furrounded for many Miles, and the
Wiad fetting it right upon us, it was all Ice for ten
Leagues to Windward, and were in great Danger
of being forc’d a-fhore 3 but it happily falling calm,
after we had lain in this Condition two or three
Days, the Picces of Ice feparated, or made fmall
Openings, we being then within two Miles of the
Shore, and with no little Difficulty hauPd the Ships
from one piece to another, till we got amongft what
we call Sailing Ice 5 that is, where there are fuch

| Intervals of Water, asa Ship, by feveral Traverfes,
may get forwards towards the intended Courfe. In
this manner we continued till we faw 2 fair Cape or
Head Land to the northward of Whalebone-Point,
In the Latitude of 65° 10’ N, and Longitude from
Churchill 8° 54’ Eaft. This I named, after my wor-
thy Friend, Cape Dobbs. 1 had very good Soundings
between the two Shores of the Welcome, having 46,
48, and 49 Fathoms Water. At the fame time that

11 faw Cape Dobbs, 1 faw a fair Opening bearing N.
W. which, according to my Inftruétions, I ftood
in for among the failing Ice. It was juft Flood
when we entered it ; the Tide running very ftrong,
which, by Obfervations afterwards, I found to run
five or fix Miles an Hour. I run over fome Rocks
on the north Side of it very luckily, being juft high
Water, and anchored in about 34 Fathoms ; but
1as foon as the Tide of Ebb was made, it ran {o
Q2 {trong,
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ftrong, and fuch Quantities and Bodies of Ice came ti
down upon us, that we were obliged to fteer the il 2%
Ship all the time, and keep all Hands upon their
Guard with Ice- polcq to thove off the Ice 5 notwith- i !
{tanding which it brought our Anchor ]xomc, and U
taking hold again, one of the Arms of the Anchor f
was LIOI\.C on 4
‘The next day, I fent my Licuatenant in the Boat |
to feek out fomefecurer Place for the Ships, it being
impoffible to keep a-float where we were. Some Ujki-
7/2/7_}’ Savages came off to us, but had nothing to 0
trade, 1 us’d them civilly, made them fome Pre- ||
{ents, and difmiffed them. As foon as I got the J

Ships fecur’d, I employ’d all my Officers and Boats,
12\ n‘_; myfelf no little Share in the Labour, in
trying the Tides, and difcovering the Courfe and

l-—u

Nature of this Opening, and after repeated Trials o
for three Weeks fucceflivel y, Ifound the Flood con- 3§

{lantly to come from the caltward, and that it was Bl L
a large River we were got into, but fo full of Ice, @l
tlmc was no ftirring the Ships, with any probability S
of Safety, while the Ice was driving up and down §
'-.';1.111 the {trong Tides. Here I lay not a little im-
patient to get out; went foveral times in my Boat§
towards the Mouth of the River, and from a Hill
that over-look’d Part of the ##%elcome, faw that Place N
full of Ice 3 fo that I found there was no time loft¥
by our being in %cbumy . -however, 1 fent my
Licutenant a..d Mafter in the eight-oar’d Boat to}
1bok out ior a Harbour near [hL Entrance of thL L
River, but they found none, and it was a fmall}
Miracle they got on board again 3 for they were {o
jamm’d up V\I[h Ice, w hld. driving, the {lrong
Tideswould inevitably have {tove the Boat to- -pieces, l
and all muft have p"uiilkd had it not been for an®
Opening in a large Piece of Ice, into which thLy
oot tlu, Boat, and with it drove out of the River’s
Mouth ; but when the Tides Jack’d, the Ice open’d ,l
43 ’
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as ufual, and they row’d over to the north Shore,
fo cot in with the Flood. I feveral times fent the
Indians on Shore, to fee if they knew any thing of
the Land ; but they were quite ignorant of it. 1In
this vexatious Condition I continued for 3 Weeks,
refolving to get out the firft Opportunity the Ri-
ver was any thing clear of Ice, and make what Dif-
coveries I could by meeting the Flood-Tide. "This
River, which, by frequent Trials of the Lands,
Soundings, Tides, ¢, I wasable to takea Draught
of, I nam’d the River #ager, after the Right Ho-
nourable Sir Charles Wager, &c.
On the third of Augnft, the River for the firft
time was a little clear of Ice, and accordingly in
purfuit of our Difcovery, and on the fifth by Noon
got into the Latitude of 66° 14. We had then
got into a new Strait, much pefter’d with Ice, and
on the north Side of which we faw a Cape or Head
Land bearing north; we had deep Water, and very
ftrong Tides within four or five Leagues of it. [
nam’d this Head Land Cape Hope, as it gave us all
great Joy and Hopes of its being the extreme north
Part of America, feeing little or no Land to the
northward of it. We turned or worked round it
the fame Night, and got five or {ix Leagues to the
N. b. W, before we could perceive any otherwife
than a fair and wide Opening 3 but about Noon the
{ixth Day, after having got into the Latitude of
66° 40, found we were 1mbay’d, and by two in
the Afternoon could not go above three Leagues
farther, and having tried the Tides, all the Fore-
noon, every two Hours till two o’Clock in the Af-
ternoon, found neither Ebb nor Flood, yet deep
Waters. From this it was concluded, that we had
over-fhot the Straits on the north-eaft Shore, from
whence the Flood came ; and as there was no pro-
ceeding above 3 or 4 Leagues further,’it was agreed
upon by all to return back and fearch narrowly for
a

B e et SORE D S DU TORM S
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a Strait or Opening near where we found the ftrong
Tides. * On the hventh, after we were confirmed
the Flood came in at the north-eaft from the E. b.
S. I went on Shore in the Boat, and found it
flowed 15 Feet, three Days after the Full, and a
W. b. 5. Moon made high ‘Water, I travelled twelve
or fifteen Miles from Hill to Hill m!and, till [came
to a very high Mo'mt-zin, from whence I plainly
aw a Strait or Op» ung the Flood came in at, and
he Mountain I ftood upon being pretty near the
M 1 lle of this Strait, I (*o:_lld fee both Ends of it 3
the whole being about 18 or 20 Leagues long, and
6 or 7 broad, and very high ILL.and on both Sides of
1t, having many {mall Iflands in the Middle and on
the Sides of it ; s but it was all froze faft from Side
to Side, and no Appearance of its clearing: this
Year, and near the 67th Degree of Latitude, and
no anchoring the Ships, being very deep Water clofe
to the Shore, and much large Ice driving with the
Fbb and Flood, and but litcle Room if thick W ea+
ther thould happen, which we continually expeét in
thefe Parts’y it was agreed upon in Council to make
the beft of our way out of this dangerous narrow
Strait, and to make Obérvmtions between the 64th
and 62d Degree of Latitude. The Frozen Strait I
take to run towards that whxch Bylot named .Cape
Gomfort 5 "and the B'Ly \Vh«:rc Fox had named a Place
Lord Wefton’s Portland. It is in the Latitude “of

66° 40, and 129 49 ealt from Churchill.
iw"uant to the Refolution we bore away, and
tricd the Tides on the other Side the Weltome,
founding and obferving clofe in fhore, but met with
little Encout agement. On the r1th of Auguft, 1
once more faw the Ifland of Brook Cobbam, and
continued trying the Tide, and {tll finding the
Flood came from the eaftw ".;"J., and by coafting a-
long the Welcome, was certain of "s being the main
.L..‘;l, the’ dc - are feveral fmail Ifands and deep

Bays,
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| Bays, and faw feveral black Whales of the right
. Whalebone kind, I work’d off and on by Brook
Cobbam, fent the northen Indians a-thore upon the
Ifland, who, at their Return, gave me to under-
ftand it was not far from their Country, and defir’d
I would let them.go home, being tired of the Sea,
I kept them with Affurances, that I would act ac -
cording to my Promife ; and finding no Probabi-
lity of a Paflage in two or three Days after, I gave
them -a {fmall Boat, well fitted with Sails and Oars,
the Ufe of which they had been taught, and loaded
it with Fire- Arms, Powder, Shot, Hatchets, and
every thing defirable to them. They took their
leave of me, and I fent another Boat for Water,
which accompanied them a-fhore, the fouthern In-
dian being with them. Tke fouthern Indian, who
was Linguift for the northern ones, returned with
the Boat, being ufed to the Englifh Cuftoms at. the
Factory, and defirous of fecing  England, being a
willing handy Man, I brought him with me, And
the fame Evening, which was the 15th of Augup,
1 bore away for Englend, thinking to have tried the
Tide at Carey’s Swan’s N eft, but could not fetch it,
On the 20th faw Manfel’s Ifle.  On the 211t Cape
Diggs was in fight. On the 26th made Cape Refo-
lution, and arrived at Cairfon in Pomona, one of the
Ilands of Orkney ; moft of my Men being fo very
much affii¢ted with the Scurvy, and otherwife fick
and diftempered, that I fhall be obliged to leave
Part of them behind me, and only wait to imprefs
Hands to carry the Ships fafe to London. For the
Particulars, I muft refer you to my Journal and
Draught. I fhall fend to the Admiralty, this Sheet
of Paper being not fufficient for the particular Ac-
cidents.

XIII,
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X11I.

Dear Sir,

Had both yours from Orkneys, and the Dupli-

cate you wrote when you arrived in the Zhames,
which I immediately anfwer’d from Li/burn, con-
gratulating you upon your fafe Arrival with the
Ships after {fo dangerous a Difcovery ; and at the
fame time, exprefling my Concern at your not hav-
ing found the Paflage, as we had reafon to have ex-
pected it, if you had found things agreeable to the
former Journals. I directed for you as formerly in
London-trect, near Ratcliff-crofs, but found by a
Letter I had from Mr. Allan laft Night, that you
have not got my Letter. Since I have not a Du-
plicate of what I wrote, 1 fhall now again mention
the chief Points I wrote to you before to be refolved
in, and defire your Anfwer and Opinion upon the
whole, and hope you will {till fend me the Copy of
your Journal, and the Draught you made of what
you difcovered.

I am convinc’d from the Extrac you have fent
me of your Journal, that from the /elcome in 64%,
to the Latitude of 67°, there are no Hopes of a
Paffage on that Coaft ; and if there is any, it muft
be further north, and confequently attended with
more Difficulty; this feems to be afcertained by your
finding fo large a River as that of #ager to the
northward of 7 halebone-Point, and the Cape you

have honoured me wich the Name of ;and if the frefh 3

Stream there is large, the Continent through which
it Tuns muft be fo much the broader in that Place.
I fhould have been glad to have one of your
northern Savages underftand the Language of the
Efkimaux Savages which came on board you, for}
they might then have given you fome Account of ¥
that Country and neighbeuring Sea, if any near it
to the weftward.

You

|
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You obferved, thata W. b. N. Moon made high
Water, anda W.b. S. above Cape Hope in 66° 40,
confequently the Tide at the /elcome mult ﬂ_ow
from the other as 1t 1s later 3 but you not acquatat-
ing me, whether the Lands to the Eafltward, or
Starboard, as you failed north, were Continuous
Iflands, makes me at a lofs to know whether the
Tide chere came from the eaftward or from the
north-caftward by Cape Hope, and the new Strait
you difcovered from the Mountain, through which
the Tide came, from near Case Comfort on IV ffon’s
Portlend, where the Strait you faw ended. Now
the Difficulty I find in accounting for this, makes
me defire your Opinion upon i3 you have confirm’d
that 2 W, b. N. Moon makes high Watcr at the
Welcome, and a W, b. S. above Cape Hope. Bylot
and Baffin affirm, that a S. by E. Moon makes high
Water at Cape Comforts if that be fa&, can the
Tide, in fo fmall a Way, from Cape Comfort to
your Bay above Cape Hope, be eight Points later,
and only two Points later in going from Cape Hope
to the #elcome, fince you were there as near Cape
Comfort as the Welcome, and therefore as the Strait
you law was made up of broken Lands, or Iflands
to the north-ealtward, whether around thefe Iflands
a northern Tide might not have fet about fome of
thefe Head-lands, as well as a fouth-eaftern Tide
from Hudfon’s Strait >————1I alfo defire your Opi-
nion, whether the great Quantity of Ice you found
near the Welcome, not mentioned by Fox or Siroggs,
was caufed by the Winter’s having been more fe-
vere there than ufual, or whether you imagine it
was the ulual Quantity which is there every Year;
and {ince you faw black Whales at the #elcome, from
whence do you imagine they came, fince none have
ever been mentioned to have been feen paffing or re-
pafling Hudfon’s Strait ?  Thefe were the chief
‘Thing I would have had your Opinion upon. But

R ai
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as upon the whole, I apprehend it would be in
vain to pufh it any farther that way; I think the |
only fafc way now, is by the Rivers of Nelfon, or 1
Churchill, by going up to their End, from thence ‘11
defcending fuch Rivers as fall from thence into the § *
Weftern Ocean. This can only be done by laying
open the Trade, and diffelving the Company for
{ofar,and then making proper Settlements higher up
upon thefe Rivers to the fouth-weftward in a more 3
temperate Climate ; and therefore I defir’d your Af= 4
fiftance, if you approv’d of it, to inform me as
much as you could of thefe Rivers and inland Coun-
tries, with their Climates, and what Advantages
we might have by making Settlements up thofe Ri-
vers, in the Bottom and weftern Side of the Bay,
which muft enlarge our Trade, and fecure our Set-
tlements there from the Fremch, and regain the
"Trade which has been loft to them by the Mono-
poly of the Company.———— As this, fince the other
has failed, would be a publick Benefit, I have been
preparing all I can to inforce it, and fhould be glad
to have what further Accounts or Materials you can
furnith me with, from any Journals you have had,
or Accounts of thefe Climates, Countries, and Trade, # /%
and then I fhall make no doubt of ingaging the |
Merchants to join us in opening that Trade, and § "™
fettling thofe Countries. "

Left this fhould mifcarry, as well as my latt, I 1

":

have inclofed it to Mr. Aljan to deliver to you, and
hope to have your Anfwer as {oon as you can conve-
niently, with your Journals and Draught.

I with you Health and Profperity in all your Un-
dertakings, and am, with great Efteem,

Dear Sir,

Your moft obedient humble Servant, |

Dublin, November
1gth, 1742, A D ;

1 ; X1V.
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XIV.

Sir, London, Novemb. 27, 1742.
Had the Favour of yours, of the 20 #/t. which
I happened to lie fome Days at my former Ha -
bitation, before it was forwarded to me; and I fhall
tranfmit you the Chart, together with the Journal,
and other Obfervations, by the firft convenient Op-
portunity. In the mean time, I {hall give you the
beft Satisfaction I am able, with relation to the Dif-
ficulties that have occur’d to you. And firlt, it is
to be noted, that all the Land along the eaft Side of
the Welcome, from 649 of Latitude to the Firozen
Straits, is one continued level Land, fomewhat like
Dungenefs, low and fhingly. The great Tides you
mention, which flow up the River #ager, and off
Cape Dobbs, come all from the Frozen Straits, E. b.
N. by Compafs, according to the Courfe of the
new Strait, that we pafled between Cape Dobbs and
Cape Hope, the mean Variation between the faid
Capes 409 wefterly, and makes the true Courfe of
this Strait neareft N. 409 eafterly 5 the faid Strait
ends to the weftward of Cape Hope, in a Bay 20
Leagues deep, and 15 Leagues broad, which lies
W.N. W. by the true Bearings 3 and we carefully
furrounded it, failing up to the very Bottom within
2 or 3 Leagues, and found no Appearance of a Paf-
fage for either Tide or Veflels, All the way as I {ail’d
from Cape Hope, quite down to the Bottom of this
Bay, I tried the Tide; and all round I found nei-
ther Ebb nor Flood, which muft have appeared had
there been any. The Land was all very high and
bold, afcending into the Country to a vaft Height,
without any Breaks ; {o that had there been a Paf-

fage here we could not have miffed of it
With regard to the Tide, which you think would
have been obftrutted from flowing fo rapidly to
R 2 Wager
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Wager River, if the Strait was froze faft from Side
to Side.

I need only obferve to you, that at Churchill, all
the Winter, the Tide ebbs and flows up the River
i the fame manner as if there was no Ice, being
lifted every Tide of Flood from 12 to 18 Feet, all
except what is faft to the Ground, and falls again
upon the Ebb, though 8 or ¢ Feet thick. ' Now
clofe to the north End of the Frozen Straits, is 100
Fathoms of Water or more, and probably - that
Depth may continue the whole Length; and then
there 1s Paffage free for the Flood and Ebb to pafs
without hfting; butlobferved this Ice was all cracked
round the Shores, and on the INand at Churchill,

You feem to be at a lofs how to account for the
black Whales getiing to Brook Cobbam, if they do
not pafs and repafs by Hudfon’s Siraits : Now, tis
true, I never faw any above 20 Leagues up Hud-
Jow’s Straits 3 but 1 have traded with Indions off
Nottingbam and Diggs, for Whalebone juft ficfh
taken 3 for'my own part, I cannot think thefe
Whales come round Cary’s Swan’s-Neft, but thro®
the Frozen Straits under the Ice 3 for we faw many
of them in #ager River, and in 63° Latitude, and
thefe may not come through Hudfon’s Straits, but to
the northward, as all the north Side of Hudfon’s
Straits appear to be broken Land and Iflands ; and
Cumberland Bay, Boffin’s Bay, and Straits Davis may
have a Communication with this new Frozen Straits,
and Whales, &F¢. may come from thence.

It 1s bhardly poflibly to account for the Difficul-
ties about the Tides ; for though it lows E. S, E. at
Refolution, and S. b. E, at Cape Diggs, which makes
five Points 1n running 130 Leagues; yet it is but
one Point in ' going down to Albony and Masfe River,
for there it flows fouth, and the Diftance 250
Ticagues,

Sa
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So from Humber to Cromer, on the Lincolnfbire
| Coaft (as I mentioned formerly) is but 14 Leagues,
and at one Place it flows W. b, S. at the other
| N. W. Likewife from the Frozen Straits to Church-
/] 1s but two Points difference, or one Hour and
half of time, in the Diftance of 200 Leagues; fo
that I think no Rule can be fixed, where Tides
flow into deep Bays, obftructed by Iflands or Coun-
ter Tides.

The Ice I met within the Welcome, was moft of
it to the northward of all the Parts before difcover’ds
fo that none who went before me could have feen
it ; for molt of it lay to the north of WWhalebone-
Pointy and every Year 1s not alike, with refpect to
Wind bringing it to the fouthward;and it is entirely
directed by the Winds here, as well as in all other
Ports of the Bay. In our way to Churchill, there
was lefs Ice than ufually happens; and it was alfo
fooner clear in the Spring, by 15 Days than com-
mon,

Undoubtedly thereis no Hope ofa Paffage to en-
courage any further Trial between Churchill and fo
far as we have gone 3 and if there be any further to
the northward, 1t muft be impofiible for the Ice,
and the Narrownefs of any fuch Outlet, in 679 or
689 of lLatitude, it cannot be clear of Tce one Week
in a Year, and many Years, as I apprehend, not
clear at all.

In any other Attempts, I fhall be glad to give
you all the Affiftance I can, and furnith you with
any other Informations that you may think needful
to promote your Defign 3 but I hope never to ven-
ture myfelf that way again,

My Friends being out of the Admiralty, T find
there will be a great deal of Difficulty to get any
thing done for me in the Navy at prefent ; or to
procure any other Recompence for my Lofs thefe
two Summers in leaving the Fudfon’s-Bay Service,

where
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where I fhould have 1400/ in the Time that I have

acquired but 160/ in the Government’s, 1 re-
main, with great Sincerity and Refped,

SIR, Your moft obedient bumble Servant,
CHRI1STOPHER MIDDLETON.

P.S§. The Efkimaux, and the Northern Indians
I had with me, were utter Strangers to each other,
in Manners and Language ; neither could I make
thefe E/kimaux underftand me by the Vocabulary I
had of the Language of thofe in Hudfon’s Straits.

XV.

DEear Sir,

Have your laft Favour of the 27th of O&ober, in

Anfwer to the Difficulties I ftarted, which you
have fully anfwered; fo that I am fully convinced
there can be no Paffage N.W. by Sea, as we feemed
to have had Reafon to expect; and therefore it
would be very wrong to think of attempting it for
the future. But I am ftill of Opinion, that the
Publick may have a great Advantage by the Hud-
fon’s Bay Trade; if it be laid open, and the Coun-
try fettled higher up upon thefe great Rivers, which
run into the Bay, by Moofe, Albony, the Severn, the
Nelfon River; and thefe Settlements, as the Rivers
come from great Lakes to the South-weft-ward of the
Bay, would be in 2 much more temperate Climate,
than at the Mouths of the Rivers, among the
Swamps, where they and the Bay continue a much
longer Time frozen, than farcher into the Country ;
fo that whoever would fettle higher up, might have
very comfortable and beneficial Settlements, and

not only fecure all the Country and Trade Wefltward

of Moofe River from the French of Canada, but alfo
by making a Settlement near the Lake Errice,
Weftward of Penfilvania, above the great Fall of

Magara,

)
.....
M,




8 Magara, fecure all the Navigation of the Lakes,

§ and cut off their Communication with the Mifffippi,

' and alfo fecure a great deal of the Trade to the

. North Eaftward of thefe Lakes, to Rupers’s River,

# and the Eaft Main.  To thew this to more Advan-

‘§ tage, I thould want a better Defcription of the Ri-

vers and Lakes to the Weftward of the Bay : I have

extracted from Monfieur Feremie, all the Knowledge

the French acquired, whilft they pofiefied Fort Bour-

bon upon Nelfon River, who was himfelf fome hun-

dred Leagues up among the great Lakes which fall

into Nelfon River, which are in a temperate Cli-

mate, and run thro® rich Countries. Now if you

concur in this Scheme, we might, by joining in

this Scheme, and adding what further you have ob-

ferved, or have colleéted from fuch of the Compa-

nies Factors or Servants, who may have been curi-

ous to fearch into thefe Rivers, give a much great-

| er Light in the Defcription of thofe Countries and

'8 Rivers, as well as Charts of the Bay, and Account

'8 of the feveral Climates, as may fully convince the

Publick of the Benefit to be made of thefe Countries,

by opening the Trade, and fettling upon the Rivers.

I have already fketched out from what I have read,

and the Journals you gave me from Albany, and the

Nature of their Trade, what may fthew the Advan-

“8 tage may be made of that Trade, but it will be

‘“® much more compleat, from what you are capable

“ 8 to furnifh; and if you have no Thoughts of pub-

““ @ lithing fomething of this Nature from yourfelf, I

fhall be glad of your joining with me in this At-

ifi@tempt. I know Lord Carteret, Winchelfea, and fe-

WS veral others, who will fupport it, ifa proper Plan

W8 be laid before them ; and probably, by the Heads

'8 of thefe Rivers we might gain a Communication

(/& with the Nations upon the Weftern Sea, which may

be of Advantage, tho’ nothing fo great, as if the
Difcovery had been made by Sea.

I thall
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I thall be glad to have your Thoughts upon this,
and what Matrerials you think you could furnifh to-

wards it; and if we can prepare a reafonable Plan, §

.’

I fhall go over and pufh it with all my Friends.

I have a Letter from Mr. Samuel Smith Y efterday,
that he has forwarded to me your laft Journal, and
that you will fend me your Draught as foon as you
have got it copicd, for which I am very much
obliged to you.

I thould be very glad to hear that you were em-
ployed in fome way fatisfattory to you by the Pub-
lick, which you have fo juft a Right to, after hav-
ing quitted the Company’s Service in order to ferve
the Publick 3 and wifh it were in my Power to con-
tribute to it, I thould do it with great Pleafure, and
-would go over upon that very Account, if it could
be of Advantage: In the mean Time, I with you
all Happinefs, and hope to hear from you, being
with great Efteem,

Dear Sir, Your moft Obliged, and
Obedient bumble Servant,

5 !

1S
Dublin, Decem. 14,

1742, A D
XVI.

SIR,
Was duly favoured with yours of the 14th of De-
cembery and am forry that I could not return my

Anfwer fooner, but the ill State of Health that 1§

labour under, prevented me in this as well as many
other of my Affairs.

It gives me much Satisfaction to find, that you
approve of the Solutions I fent, in regard to the
Difficulties you propofed, and that you are convinced
I have done all that was neceffary to put the Impaf-

fability thro’ thofe Seas to the Weftward out of §f
| Cepy

Queftion ; in fuch manner as to render any Attempt

necedlefs for the future: but on the contrary, I
fhould
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fhould have been infinitely pleafed, had our Expe-
dition fucceeded according to the Reafonablenefs of
your Expettarion.

I have ferioufly confidered your Propofition of
laying open the Hudfon’s Bay Trade, and fertling
the Country higher up, upvn thofe great Rivers
which runs into the Bay; and tho’ I may : agree with
you in the great Advantage the Publick would reap
from fuch a ogttlcmcm, (coul\. it be made) in the
Obftruction 1t would give to the French, both as to
their Trade, and the cutting off the Communicati-
on with the Mififippi, yet I maft declare my Opi-
nion, that it is altogether impracticable upon many
Accounts 3 forI can’t fee where we could find People
enough that would be willing, or able to undergo
the Fatigue of travelling thofe frozen Climates, or
what Encouragements would be fufficient to make
them attempt it, with fuch dangerous Enemies on
every Side; no Ezuo veans could underoo fuch Hard-
fhips as thofe French that i intercept the E/zg!zﬂ.’ Trade,
who are inured to 1t, and are called by us #od-
Runners (or Coureurs de Bois) for they indure Fa-
tigues juft the fame as the native Indians, with whom
they have been mixed and intermarried for two,
three, or more Generations,

As to the Rivers you mention, none of them are
navigable with any thing but Canoes, fo fmall, that
they carry but two Mcn, and they are forced to
make ufe of Land Carriages near the fourth Part of
the Way, by reafon of Water-falls during that lictle
Summer they enjoy.

. Out of 120 Men and Officers the Company have
n the Bay, not five are capable of venturing in one
of thofe Canoes, they are fo apt to overturn and
drown them. Many of our People have been
twenty Years and upwards there, and yet are not
dextrous enough to manage a Canoe; fo there would

be no tranfporrmff People thar way,
Should
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Should there happen a French War, the beft Step
we could take towards rooting them out of America,
would be, in the firft Place, to take Canada ; which
I make no Queftion might be done, if attempted
in a proper Manner, and at a right Seafon of the
Year.

Had Sir Hovenden Walker fucceeded when he was
fent upon that Expedition, it would undoubtedly
have been of great Advantage to us; for at that
Time the French were not one Tenth Part {o nu-
merous as now, that they have intermarried with
the Natives, and over-run the whole Country, fo
that it is become a Matter of infinite Difficuliy to
root them quite out of their Pofleflions and Trade
in America.

I look upon Sir Hovenden W alker’s Milcarriage in
his Expedition, to be owing to this; that he did
not arrive there ’uill the latier End of Auguft, at
which Time he ought to have been returning: and
whenever a War happens again with France, thould
it be thought preper to attempt the taking of Ca-
nada, wWe omrht to be in the River of St. Lawrence
by the firft Day of Fune at the fartheft; and as to
the Difficulties Sir Hovenden complained of, from
the Uncertainty of the Currents, Fogs, &7c. they
are {uch as we now make no account of conquering
in Hudfow’s Bay and Straits, where they are certainly
greater. I can fet the Currents and Tides in any
Weather, even under a Mainfail in a Storm of
Wind, fo as to difcover both how faft, and upon
what Point of the Compafs it fets; and then as to
obferving the Latitude in foggy Scafons, I have fel-
dom mifs’d two Days together, if it be tolerable
fmooth Water, as you’ll find in our Journals, Now
I apprehend that the Navigation in the River St.
Lawrence mufl be attended with much fewer Incon-
veniencies, than in Hudfow’s Straits, and thole Coalts

where
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w here we have no Soundings, much Ice, great Fogs,
with ftrong Tides, and various Currents,

This is the principal Matter that I can think of at
prefent; had not my Indifpofition prevented me, I
thould, before this Time, have drawn up fome fur-
ther Account of our Voyage, but I have nothing
material worth imparting to you further, except a
Chart of the whole Bay and the Straits, which will
be engraved in a little Time, for you already have
my Journals and Obfervations, as well as the Ac-
counts of thofe that attempted the Difcovery before
me,

I am very much obliged to you for your kind
Wifhes, and all the Favours you have conferred on
me, and am as yet quite uncertain as to what their
Lordfhips intend to do for me; they treat me with
great Refpe&t, and fuch as I have the Honour to
know, to wit, my Lord Winchelfea, l.ord Balti-
more, and Admiral Cavendi/b, have all promifed me
their Favours. 1 am,

Sir, Your moft obedient
Fanuary 174, bumble Servant,

CurisTtorHER MIDDLETON,
7o A. D—, EJz;

X VII.

DEear Sir, Lifburn, Fanuary 22, 174%.

N my laft to Samuel Smith, 1 inclofed one for
Lord Carteret, open for your Perufal, upon our
Scheme of opening a Trade to the Bay, to which
I refer you; and in Sam’s Letter hinted at what I
difcovered from your Journal at large; that you
have made a much greater Progrefs in the Difcovery
of the Paffage, than you imagined when there;
and that from the Lights I have got from your
S 2 Journal,
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Journal, I canalmoft prove that you were in the

Paflage, and that Wager River 1s p'.opvrly Wager
Strait, and not a fuﬂl Water Rivery and thart the
Way you enter’d 1t was oqc tho’ not the greateft
and eafieft way into the Strait: I only want your
Chart of the whole new d“govercd Coaft, to efla-
blith or contradit my Judgment of it, which I am
informed is come to Dublin, but not yet {ent to me,
However, I can’t delay imparting my prefent
Thoughts of it, and my Rcafons from your _]oux—
nal, to fhew you were in the Strait, but not in a
fre’h River; and that the chief Caufe of your taking
it for a River was from the quantity of Ice, the
{traitnefs of fh Tide, and its following you from
the Eaftward, and not mecting the Flood from the
‘Weftward, which was one of the greateft Proofs
we went upen, before you left us.  Now this Jaft
Objeétion 15 eafily aniwered ; that had the Ocean
i’-omﬂ in near Whalebone Point, as we at firft ex-
pected, we muit then have expeted to have there-
abouts met the Tide of Flood from the Weitward 3
Lt fince we find the Communication is by a Strait,
affages thro’ Iflands, anc broken Lands, as in
ft/ruu’L nick Straits ; there the Tide continues to
'.'r, until it meets the Tide from the other Ocean,
nd the Floed is not to be Uq efled to meet us Un—
til we have at leaft got thro® half the Length of the
Strait; and if you will look into Narborou ,/, Ac-
count of the Magelianick Straits, you will find that
a parallel In flance. Thofe Str: lits are no where a-
bove four Leagues \\Iut, in moft places not above
two Leagues, and in the narrow, at the Eaft En-
trance, not above a League wide; and yet he went
about fifty Leagues into the Straits, before he met
the Weftern Tid"’ Nuw yu'_: have full ftronger
Reafons for Wager’s River being a Strait; it was
but fix or {feven Mi]u wide at the Entrance on the
Eaft Side, and but from 16 to 44 Fathom deep 3

23
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as you went up, it increafed to four, five, fix, and
feven Leagues wide; Deer Sound, feven Miles wide,

. §l goes off from it, and probably others not meniioned

in the Journals fince the Licutenant, when he was
lalt up 12 Leagues above it, fays, he tried every
other Inler, to try if he could meet a contrary Tide,
or other Paflage out, and the Depth increafed to 70
and 8o Fathoms ; your mentoning alfo the Height
and Cragginels of the Coaft, and not mentioning
their being covered with Snow, tho® you mention
that Brook Cobbam was, makes me conclude that
they were not covered with Snow 3 and there being

l neither Trees nor Grafs ftill confirms me, that the

W

i

whole was a Strait of falt Water, and that you were
not come into freth Water 3 but the Number of
Whales and Fifh, feen as high as he went, and

none being {een below, nor where the Ships lay, in

Savage Cove and Sound, is a Demonftration to me,
not only that it was falt Water, but alfo that they
came in from the weftward, and that you would have
found lefs Ice the higher you went 3 becaufe the
Whales could not come there, without a Paffage
tolerably free from Ice, otherwife they would have
come as far as where your Ships lay, but did not
becaufe of the Ice; and that muit be the Reafon
why you did not fee them, when you went up to
Deer Sound, becaufe the Ice was not then broke up
where you were, as it was afterwards when the
Lieutenant went up, and probably was much fooner
up to the weltward ; from the Whales alio, which
you faw in the Bay or Inlet between 63% and 649,
and thofe feen by Fox in the fame Place, and by
Scroggs in 64° 8, and towards Whalebone- Point,
where they had no Ice, tho’ you met a great deal
there; I conclude, there has been more Ice thrown
in there this Year, than ufually i1s; and that all that
Coaft 1s a broken Coaft with Iflands, and Inlets, as
Gape Fullerton was, as mentioned by Seroggs s and

: confe-
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confequently conclude, that the Whales came into
that Corner of the Bay, from the Upper End of
that Strait you werein ; and that you happened into
the moft northerly and narrow Entrance, into that
Strait, and confequently moft pefter’d with Ice, and
that the moft eafy and largeft Inlet is to the fouth-
ward of Whalebone-Point, berwixt that and the
Head Land near Brook Cobbam in 63° 20.

My Reafoning upon your Journal I would have
you confider of 3 for I really think you have prov’d
the Paffage, tho’ you were not at once able to per-
fect 1t what is only neceffary to fix or alter
my Judgment, would be an Account of the Lieu-
tenant’s and Mafter’s Obfervations, the laft time
they went up the Strait ; what Depths they had
upon founding, what Breadth the Channel conti-
nued, which Way it was direted, what Sounds
went off from it on either Side ; a great deal,depends
upon their Recollection of thefe things, as well as
whether they met with more or lefs Ice, whether
Snow upon the Land or not, for as to the Tides
following them in a Strait it is no Objetion.,

If their Accounts confirm the others I have taken
from the Journal, I think I may congratulate you
upon your having found the fo-much-wifh’d-for
Paflfage ; and if it be one, am convinc’d the more
foutherly Entrance , thro’ which the Whales come
into the Bay, will be free from Ice. I beg to
have your Sentiment upon this, as foon as vou can
confider it, and have an Anfwer from your Officers,
for the Prefumption will bea great Inducement to
open the Trade to the Bay; and in a further Dif-
covery, there needs no Wintering in the Bay, only
getting there in the Middle of Fuly, and pufhing as
far in the Strait as can be done in the Month of Au-
guft, and then returning in September home, which
1s better than wintering at Churchill, until the Paf-

fage

.J

—_—

|




| (135)

& fage through leads them to a warmer Climate on
& the other Side.
.8  Ifhall add no more, but that I am with great
8 Efteem,

Dzear Sir,
Qour moft obedient bumble Servant,

A D

Your Anfwer and Lord Carteret’s, will determine
my going over mnext Month,

XVIII.
SiR,

. YOURS I receiv’d of 22 Famwary. And 1

alfo faw yours to Mr. Smith, with the inclos’d
to my Lord Carteret, upon opening the Trade to
the Bay.

You fay, I have made a much greater Progrefs
in the Difcovery of the Paffage, than I imagined
when there; and that from the Light you have got
from my Journal, you can almoft prove that I was
in the Paffage ; and that Wager River is properly
Wager Strait, and not a freth Water River ; and
that the Way I enter’d it was one, tho’ not the
greateft and eafieft Way into the Strait.

You alfo obferve, if there be a Communication
between the Bay and the Weftern American Ocean,
or a Paffage thro’ Iflands and broken Land, as in
the Magellanick Straits, the Tide will continue to
rife untl we have got Half-way thro’, and then
meet the Ocean Tide, This I thought of when
there, and made feveral Trials of, and alfo ordered
my Officers to obferve the Courfe, Diieétion and
Height of the Tides at the fartheft they went up,
as you will find in the inclos’d Order. Now, as it

flowed
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flowed at Savages Sound 15 Feet, the fame Day and
Tide that it flow’d but 10 Feet at De¢r Sound, and
15 Leagues above Deer Sound on the weft Side but
6 Feet, the Tides kept their regular Courfe as high
up as I was myfelf, which was 5 Leagues above
Deer Sound, that is about feven Hours Ebb, and
five Hours Flood, 20 Leaguesup; whereas if there
had been a Tide from the weftward to have met
this, it muft have raifed the Tide higher the fur-
ther we wentup, as you fay it does by Narborough’s
Account of the fore-mention’d Straits, and the Flood
would have run not above two Hours, as he found
it there. All thefe Obfervations confirmed me, that
it could not be a Strait as you feem to think,

You fpeak of many Whales that we faw on the
Coafls, and in Wager River, fome of which cer-
tainly came in at where our Ships entered 3 for I
faw feveral in the Welcome, and fome off Cape Dobbs,
after we came out, and before we went in. The
high Land and deep Water gave me great Hopes,
before T tried the above-mentioned Tides. Brook
Cobbam was covered with Snow when we went out 3
but in our Return home, there was none upon it 3 the
Snow on the Land in the River #ager, was much
wafted before we got out of it upon the Tops of the
Mountains, butin the Vallies it lay very thick, and
hard enough to bear Waggons and Horfes.

As to any Paffage or broken Lands between Ri-
ver Wager and 62° 40, I am certain I fearched
that Coaft very narrowly all the Way, and ftood &
into every Bay fo near, that the Indians I had on
board knew all the Coaft, and would have had me
fet them on Shore at Cape Fullerton 5 for they knew
the Way to Churchill, and had travelled that Way
{everal times in the Summer ; which they could not
have done if that Cape were an Ifland, or any large

River there, for they have no Canoes, neither 1s
there
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n8| there any Wood there to raft over with, as to the
nd®| Southward,

The Copy of the Lieutenant and Mafter’s Re-

port, I have here inclofed ; but what is wanting

there, I fhall mention here ¢ the River, 5 Leagues

18 above Deer Sound, is 8 or g Leagues broad ; the

el Channel is 70 or 80 Fathoms deep in the Middle,

and lieth near N. W. by true Chart 3 as far as they
went up, they met with as much Ice or more than
below, where the Ships lay ; when I was up, I
could go no farther for Ice than I did, and could
not get over to the weft Shore but once for Ice all

il the Time we were in the River; fo my real Opi-

nion is, that this River cannot be above one Week

24l or two at moft, clear of Ice in a Year, and many

Years not clear at all.

o] For the Reafons I mention in my Obfervations on

the Effe&tsof Cold, when the Winds blow from the

’ N. W. Quarter, there muft certainly be much Land

.| to the weftward, covered with perpetual Snow,
| and the Land from the Water’s Side afcends gra-
dually up into the Country, and is very high, as I
faw from off the high Liand above Deer Sound. Thig

is all I have time to think upon at prefent, Iam,

With great Refpei?,

" 2our moft obedient humble Servant,

CuRrIsSTOPEER MIDDLETON.

N. B. Thisis a rough Draught, and to all Purpofes the fame
as a Letter 1 fent Mr. D in Anfwer to his of Fan.
2zd, 17435 but I can’t venture to fay, it is the fame

\ Word for Word.

) T XIX,
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XIX.
Extrali of a Letter of Mr. D
- - = =~ ~= I heartily wifh you Health and a pro-
{perous Voyage - - - - -~ I recommend my Friend,

Mr. Smith, to your Care and Protettion, hoping he
will behave well, and be diligent in what you em-
ploy him= - - - - - - I hope we fhall have a happy
Meeting, and am with great Truth and Efteem,
&Je.
Suffolk-fireet,
May 24, 1741, A D s

XX.
OBERYT WILSON, late Mafter of the
Furnace Sloop, Capt. Chriftopher Middleton
Commander, maketh Oath, that he, this Deponent,
being foon afterlaft Eafter, 1943, on board the Mary
Belinda, in the River of Thames, Edward Thompfon,
late Surgeon of the Furnace aforefaid, and Fobn Wy-
gate, late Clerk of the fame, did then and there
make a Vifit to him this Deponent, and did both
openly and in the hearing of great Part of the faid
Mary’s Crew declare, that he this Deponent was
the only Man they wanted to compleat a certain
Purpofe ; which, if he this Deponent would join
with them in he this Deponent might depend upon
having the fame Poft as Capt. Middleton had the
laft Voyagv or Words to this Purpofe, and that
upon this Deponent’s afking them what they meant,
they told him he muft go alonfT with them dlre&ly
to Mr. D———, for that they faid Mr. D
wanted much to talk with him ; that accordingly
he this Deponent did accompany them to the faid
Mr, D—~———, and that the faid Mr, D———did
importune this Deponentto fet down fome Particu-
lars in Writing relating to the late Voyage under
2 Capt.

s
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Capt. Middleton : T'o which this Deponent anfwer’d,
That he could give no other Account than what he
had already given in his Journal, which was a juft
and true one ; and that upon this, he this Depo=
nent left Mr. D , and returned back to his Bu-
finefs.  And this Deponent further maketh Oath,
that about two Days after, the aforefaid Thomp/on
and #ygate did make this Deponent a fecond Vifit
aboard the Aary aforefaid, and that the faid #-
gate, taking a Pen and Ink, did much importune
this Deponent, to let him, faid #ygate, write down
an Anfwer to a certain Queftion, or Queftions, pro-
poled to this Deponent by faid #jgate; and that
laid Wygate having begun to write, this Deponent
fufpeéting that fome wicked Purpofe might be de-
figned by fuch odd Proceedings, did refufe to go
on in his Anfwers, and that then faid Thomp/on faid,
That he thought this Deponent much in the right
to defift, till he was better affured upon what Con-
fideration he was todo it. And this Deponent fur-
ther maketh Oath, that faid Thompfon and Wygate
did come to him this Deponent, and at a Houfe
near the New Crane, told this Deponent, that they
had been every where fecking him this Deponent,
and that this Deponent anfwer’d, He did not ap-
prove of their Schemes, and that they fhould carry
bim no more to Mr. D . That upon this,
faid Thompfon did rave, and fwore, That then he
this Deponent thould be ruined as well as Captain
Middleton. And this Deponent further maketh
Oath, that about two Days after this third Vifit, he
this Deponent meeting the aforefaid #ygate, was by
him faid #7ygate aflured, that faid Mr, D hava-
ing been by him faid #7ygate informd of what he
this Deponent had faid to them, faid, Mr. D
turned about and faid, Ah! is the Mafter gone o-
ver to the other Side ?  And this Deponent further
maketh Oath, that at all times that he has been in

1ia Com-
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Company with faid Thompfon and Wygate, they have
exprefled themfelves in very malicious and {fpiteful
Words concerning Capt. Middleton, and have abus’d
him with vile and moft unjuft Accufations and un-
becoming Language.
RoserT WILSON.
Middlefex. Sworn before me the
11¢h of June 1743. J. Poulfon.

XXI.
M!dd[(’/@‘k

OHN MACKBEATH, this Deponent,
maketh QOath, that he this Deponent was em-
ployed five Years as a Mariner on board one of the
Sloops belonging to the Hudfon’s-Bay Company at
Churchill River in Hudfon’s-Bay 5 and that he this
Deponent had frequent Opportunities of obferving
the Tides thereabouts, and that he did always take
notice that in the faid Bay, and efpecially near
Churchill, a north-caft Wind, when it blew any thing
of a2 Gale, did make the higheft Tides ; and that,
on the contrary, the leaft Tides were when it blowed
from the fouth-weft, and that the Difference did
fometimes amount to 9, 10, or 12 Feet. And
this Deponent further maketh Oath, that Fobn Wy-
gate, late Clerk of his Majefty’s Sloop Furnace, and
Edward Thompfon, late Surgeon of the fame, have
within thefe three Months laft paft been frequently
at this Deponent’s Houfe at 77apping, and have often
there by this Deponent been heard to beaft, that they
would do Capt. Middleton’s Bufinefs, and that they
would get him broke, and that they would take
care that faid Capt. Middleton fhould never com-
mand another of the King’s Ships, with many other
the like ill-natur’d Expreflions. And this Depo-
nent further maketh Qath, that faid #ygate hath
frequently faid in this Deponent’s hearing, that he
faid #ygate might be made a Purfer of one of his
Ma-

= e~ 2
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Majefty’s Ships whenever he pleafed, and that he
fhewed feveral Letters, which he affirm’d to have
received from one Mr. A4 D , in Ireland 5
and that faid #)ygate alfo affirmed, that faid Mr.
D had, in faid Letters, promifed him faid
Wigate to reward him to his Heart’s Content, pro-
vided he faid #ygate would draw up and fign fome-
thing of the Nature of an Accufation againft the
faid Capt. Middleton, on Account of his Conduétin
his late Voyage to the Northweft, and that faid Mr.
D had been at his faid #ygate’s Houfe, fince
his Arrival in Englend. And this Deponent further
maketh Oath, that he this Deponent had been cre-
dibly informed, that the faid #7ygate hath frequently
uttered the like Speeches, and made the like Boafts
in feveral other Places.

Joun MACBEATH,

Sworn before me at my Houfe in
Great Kirby-ftreet, Hatton-
garden, the 13th Day of June

1743. J. Poulfon,

XXII.
HOMAS TOWNS, this Deponent, late Boat-
fwain of the Diftovery Pink, maketh Oath,
that he this Deponent being the 20th of Fuly, 1742,
on board the faid Difcovery in Wager River, at a
Place called Deer Sound, Captain Middleton Com-
mander of the Furnace Sloop, and Captain Moor
Commander of the Difcovery aforefaid, being then
juft come back with the Boat from a Place called
Savage Sound, together with four of the Difcovery’s
Men which they took along with them, the faid
Captains, and the faid four Men, did, in this Depo-
nent’s hearing, declare, that they had all tafted of
the Water in the Mid-channel of the faid River
four Leagues above Deer Sound, and found it to be
but barely brackifh, and that the faid four Men did
freely
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freely drink it for want of Beer, rather than fuck
the Ice. And this Deponent further maketh Qath,
that when the Boat returned from going up the Ri-
ver the laft time, which was on Augnft the firft, the
Year aforefaid, Capt. Moor, Mr. Wilfon, Mafter of
the Furnace, and the Petty Officers that accompas
nied them, did all give it as their unanimous Opi-
nion, that there could be no Paffage out of the Ri-
ver Wager northward or weftward, becaufe, asthey
faid, the Frefhnefs of the Water increas’d the higher
they went, and alfo becaufe the Tide flowed but
fix Feet at the higheft they went, and alfo becaufe
they met with a Fall of Water, which would not
fuffer them to go higher, and forced the Boat to a
Grapnell. And this Deponent farther maketh Oath,
that on the fourth of Auguft 1742, about 6 in the
Morning, he this Deponent {aw three Whales {pout-
ing Water in Sir Thomas Roe’s Welcome, jult with-
out the Mouth of /Zager River. And this Depo-
nent further maketh Oath, that he is certain, from
his own Knowledge, that all the Way from the
Frozen Straits, fo named by Capt. Middleton when
he difcovered it, to Wager River, the Tide of
Flood came from the eaftward. And this Depo-
nent further maketh Oath, that Captain Middleton’s
Behaviour, as far as this Deponent ever faw or
heard, was very kind and mild, and that he never
did threaten Punifhment to any Man for offering
his Mind with freedom about the Conduct ufed in
the intended Difcovery, or fay he would break
open Chefts, and take away Journals or Papers.
And this Deponent further maketh Oath, that he
really believes the faid Captain Middleton had the
Difcovery at heart above all things; for that he
feemed overjoy’d at every thing that feem’d to pro-
mife it, and kept a conltant Look out and Ex-
amination of all Shores ; keeping fometimes eight

and forty Hours upon Deck at a time, which muft
be

e — O T
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be very fatiguing in thofe Parts to aMan in his bad
State of Health. And this Deponent further mak-
eth Oath, that through the Sicknefs and Lamenefs
of a great many, and the Unfkilfulnefs of fome, the
Ships would not in all probability have ever reach’d
England again, if it had pleafed God to take away
Capt, Middleton before they had paffed Hudfon'’s
Straits homewards. And this Deponent further
maketh Qath, that the two northern Indians were
fo far from being forced into a leaky Boat againft
their Wills, that they went volantarily into a good
tight Boat; which this Deponent faw well caulk’d,
and put in Order but two Days before, and feem’d
highly pleafed at their Departure, as well they
might 3 for they had more Arms, Ammunition,
and Goods given them, than they could have traded
in feven Years,

Tromas Towns,
Middlefex. Sworn the 30th Day of

May, 1743, before me Anthony
roth.

XXITIL.
LRICH VON SOBRIEK, late Quarter-Maf-
ter of the Difcovery Pink, maketh Oath, that
on Monday the 19th Day of Fulhy, 1742, being up
the River Wager three or four Leagues above Deer
Sound, in the Boat with Capt. Middleton Commans-
der of the Furnace Sloop, he this Deponent, and
the reft of the Hands in the Boat, did drink the
Water in the Mid-channel, and found it but jJuft
brackith, fo thatit might very well be drank, And
this Deponent further maketh Oath, that the Flood
Tide which flows up the River Wager, in at its
Mouth, comes all from the eaft, or the eaft by
north, the Courfe of the New Strait by Compalfs,
and from the Frozen Strait round Cape Frigid, (fo
named by Capt. Middleton the Difcoverer, whe}re
| : e
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he went with the Boat on Shore, as he this Depo-
nent, being in the Ship, could very well obferve
and difcern, the Ship being halled in upon the Ebb,
and fet off from the faid Strait upon the Flood,
whilft the was driving and working to ftay for the
Captain’s coming off with the Boat) and not from
the fouth-weftward, as is wrongly reported by fome
who know nothing of the matter. And this Depo-
nent further maketh Oath, that all the way be-
tween Brook Cobham and Cape Dobbs, thatis, be-
tween 63 and 65 Degrees of Latitude, they were
{ure of the main Land, and were never above three
or four Leagues off the main Land, except in one
or two Places, where, meeting with fhoal Water,
they lay’d to in the Night-time, that they might
not pafs any Place unfeen, and ftood in fhore in the
Day ; that off the Head-land in Latitude 63% 20/,
they were not two Leagues from the Shore, and
faw there four or five {mall Whales, but none at
Brook Cobbam. And this Deponent further maketh
Oath, that he never heard of any Rumours about
any Neglect of the Difcovery, on board either of
the Ships, but that quite to the contrary, Captain
Middletow’s Treatment was very kind, both to Of-
ficers and Men 3 and that no body could take more
Pains and Care in making all kinds of Obfervations,
which might help towards a Difcovery, than the
Captain, and alfo in inftructing others who were ig-
norant to do the like. And this Deponent further
maketh Oath, that out of above twenty Men,
which they had on board the Difcovery from Church-
7J] home, there were not above four or five in a
‘Watch able to go aloft to hand or reef a Sail, in-
cluding Officers, tho® this Ship was much better
mann’d than the Furnace ; infomuch, that in Wa-
ger River they were obliged to fend moft of their
Hands to affift aboard the Furnace, where they had
. few befides fick Men. And this Deponent further
maketh
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maketh Oath, thaton the 4th of Zuguff, 1742, in
the Morning, he this Deponent did fee without the
Mouth of the River #ager, two or three Whales of
the Whalebone Kind.

Urrica Vox SoBRIEEK,

Middlefex. Swors 2d June 1743,
before me, Anth, Wroth,

XXIV.
RANCE GRANT, this Deponent, late of the
Carpenter’s Crew on board the Difcovery Pink,
maketh Oath, that he this Deponent being, Fuly
the 20th, 1742, on board the faid Difcovery in Sa-
vage Sound in Wager River, when Capt, Middleton,
of the Furnace Sloop, and Capt. Moor, of the Di/=
covery, return’d in the Boat, with four of the Dif
covery’s Men, from above Savage Sound, he this
Deponent heard the faid Captains and all the faid
four Men affert, that they had tafted of the Wajer
in the Mid-channel of Wager River, three or four
Leagues above Deer Sound, and found it to be frefh,
but juft brackith; and thac the faid Men, for
want of Beer in the Boat, chofe to drink it rather
than fuck the Ice, as they us’d to do elfewhere,
And this Dzponent further maketh Oath, that on
the firft Day of Augnft, the Year aforefai d being
the laft time the Boat returned from going up Wa-
ger River, he this Deponent heard Capt. Moor, Mr.
Wilfon the Mafter, and Petty Officers, all declare
and agree, that furely there was no Paffage weft-
ward out of Pager River for feveral Reafons; par-
ticularly from the Increafe of the Frethnefs of the
Water in going up, from the Tides flowing but fix
Feet at the hic rred they went, and from the great
Water-falls which hindered them from getiing
higher. And this Deponent further maketh Oa h,
that on the fourth Day of Auguft, the Year afore-
faid,




, (146 )

faid, in the Morning, being then out of 7Wager
River, and coming into Sir Thomas Roe’s Welcome,
he faw three or four black Whales, blowing or
ipouting Water. And this Deponent further mak-
cth Qath, that as to the Difcovery intended, Capt.
Middleton feem’d to give the utmoft Proof of his
hearty Defire to effet it; and, tho’ in a bad State
of Health, kept the Deck more than any Perfon on
board, fometimes eight and forty Hours together,
and frequently went aloft ; that he was carcful above
all things to fearch all Shores, and chofe to lie by
in the Night, rather than pafs any Straits or Inlets
that might afford a Paffage. And this Deponent
further maketh Oath, that he never heard that the
Caprain threatned to punith any one for {peaking
his Mind abeut the D ulm)u.; ; but, on the contrary,
he was always courteous in his Be havxom to his Of-
ficers, and kind to all, fometimes when they did
not deferve it. And this Deponent further maketh
O :1'3*, that both Ships_were {o 1]1 officer’d and
mann’d, and in fo bau ILJ th, that he verily be-
lieves that, next under God, all their Lives are ow-
ing to the faid Captain’s v igilance and Conduct 4
and that 1f he had died, they fhould fcarce have
ever {een England again.  And this Deponent fur-
ther maketh Qath, that before now he never heard
or underftood, that the twonorthern Indiansdefired
to come to Lngland 5 but, on the contrary, that they
departed in a good tight Boat, highly pleafed with
the large Stock of Prefents, Ammunition, and Arms
they had received from the Captain. And this
]JLPUN\.IJC Imhu' ml,\\.’n QOath, that ‘he was em-
ployed by Cupt or of the Difcovery, in making
one Copy of the fai 1 Capt. Moor’s Journal, and in

finithing another.
Grance GrRANT.
Middlefex. Sworn before me one of bis Mojefly’s Fu-
SRices of the Pesce for the County ofl\/hda fex, 27
May, 1743. J. Poulfon, XXV.

_ 444
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XXV
HOMAS COOPER, this Deponent, late Ma-
riner on board the Furnace Sloop, commanded
by Capt, Middleton, maketh Oath, that he never
heard or was informed of any high or harfh Words,
that paffed between the faid Capt. Middleton and
any of his Officers'; or that the faid Captain did

any wife threaten to punith any Man for {peaking
his Mind freely about the Difcovery; or that he
threatned to break open any one’s Cheft to come at
Papers or Journals; but that on the contrary, his
Carriage was at all times mild to every body ; and
that by the faid Cuptain’s encouraging every one
under any Hardfhips or Difficulties, he this Depo-
nent did, and now does fincerely believe, that he
earneftly endeavoured and defired to make an 1 com-
leat the Difcovery. And this Deponent further
maketh Oath, that altho’ one of the northern 7z-
dions feemed at firlt more inclinable to ftay than to
g0 home, yet that when they faw what Prefents and
Arms the Captain had ordered to be delivered them,
they both feemed highly pleafed, and willing to
depart 5 and both went voluntarily into the Boat,
which was a good tight one, without the leaft Forc-

ing or Compulfion,
Tuowm as CooPER.

Middlefex. Sworn the 24 Day of June,
1743, before ine, Ant. Wroth,

XXVL
OHN DEWILDE, Clock-Maker, this Depo-
J nent, maketh Garh, that on Thur(day the 19th
of May, this prefent Year 1743, he this Deponent
being in Converfation with Fobn Wygate, late Clerk
to Capt Chriftopher Middleton on board the Furnace
Sloop, faid #ygate did voluntarily declare, that he

Uz {at
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faid Wygate, together with Edward Thompfon, late
Surgeon of the faid Furnace Sloop, as alfo with Fobn
Rankin, late Lieutenant of the fame, being on a
certain Day of a certain Month, which this Depo-
nent cannot at this time recollect, in the prefent
Year 1743, by the Appointment of one Mr, D—,
at the Office of Admiralty, faid Mr. D com-
ing to them out of the Room where the Lords
Commiffioners were then fitting, and addrefling
himfelf to the aforefaid Rawkin, faid, Well, Mr.
Rankin, 1 have engaged to their Lordfhips, that
you fhall be no more concerned in Liquor when
on Duty, and you may rely upon the Command of
a twenty Gun Ship through my Intereft, or Words
to that effect ; and that Mr. D addrefling him-
lelt next to Edward Thompfon aforefaid, faid, You
are a very good Surgeon, Mr, Thompfon, and I will
rccommend you as one every way qualified to be a
Surgeon in {ome of his Majefty’s Hofpitals, or
Words to this effect ; and that faid Mr. D
feeming to take little or no Notice of himfelf the
faid Wygate, he faid Wygate {fpoke to faid Mr.
D———— to this purpofe : Mr. D———, you feem
to have forgotten me; and that faid Mr. D
anfwer’d, Not fo, Mr. #7ygate, there will be two
or three Ships fent out again the next Year upon
the Difcovery, and you fhall be Purfer of the beft
of them, or Words to thiseffe€t. And furthermore
this Deponent maketh Qath, that faid #ygate faid
to him this Deponent, at the fame time, I know
that Capt. Middleton counts Thompfon a Fool, and
me a Sot 3 and by G d ’tis true enough ; or
Words to this effect,

Joux DEwiLDE.

Sworn at the Guildball, London, qth

June, 1743, before me Ed, Bellamy,
XXVII,

E
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XXVIIL
Myr. D——’s Letier of March 25, 1741, f0o
C. Middleton.

Dear Sir, Suffolk-fireet.
H E Bearer, Mr. Fobn Lanrick, 1s the Perfon
who has refolved to pufh his way into the

World by going to Sea; he has been bred a Scho-
lar, and has a fober good Charater, and propofes
making it his Study to become a complete Sea-
man under your Command ; as I have a Value for
his Friends, I don’t doubt but you will promote
his being made a good Sailor: and I dare fay, he
will do his utmoft to obey your Commands in every
thing, and upon his behaving well, you will give
him your Protetion and Afiiftance. I fhall add
no more, but that I am, with great Efteem,

Dear Sir,

Your moft obedient humble Servant,

A D

XXVIIL.
Exiraéis of two Letters from Mpr. John Lanrick fo
bis Father and by bim publifl’d in [everal News
Papers, in November 1742.

From on board the Furnace iz Churchill River,
June 21, 1742.
HE laft Place I wrote to you from was the
Orkneys. 1 then exprefs’d my entire Satif-
fattion in the Choice I had made, though, in fome
meafure, contrary to your Inclination (which in-
deed is the only thing that concerns me) nor has a
longer Trial of the Sea made me as yet repent, or
in the leaft Degree leflen’d my Satisfaction, nor do

1
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Ifee how it fhould, fince I have never met with f ™
any thing but Ge nt]emcn s. Ufage, both from Com -
mander and others. —--———Hua we have undergone

a moft terrible and fevere Winter amidft the Snow | of
and Ice. It is impoflible to give a jult Idea of oo
the Severity of the Weather to any Perfon who it
; has never perfonally feen or felt its Effeéts; ic o Ut

freezes to fuch a degree, that no Man whatfoever o
1s able to face the ’\Veathe., with any Part of his :
Body naked or ex pofed, but in the fhorteft Space LAl
of time he is frozen in fuch a manner, that the Vi
Part turns whitith and folid like Ice; and when
thaw’d, bIIpCCI'S hke Scald or Burning. Several of :
our Mcn have loft their Toes and P.noerQ by being § Il
froze ; nay the Spirits of Wine or ,_n*ndy frecze Jf L
and turn folid. The 1ce we found feven Feet .?ﬂ e
thick in the Mid-fiream of the River. There isno § 1
Difeafe or Diftemper prevails here but the Scurvy, W
by which we have loft ten of the beft of our Sea- g

men,
XXIX.
Orkneys, Sept. 16, 1742. i
S The laft time I wrote to you was trom li 1
Churchill Fort The firlt Day of Fuly we fet out \

upon our intended Difcovery. The eighth we en- §
tered Sir Thomzs Roe’s Welcome, which is about 14 ﬂ Ren
Leagues a-crofs. The ninth we fell in with a vaft |
Body of broken Ice, in which we were entangled
three Days, being obliged to ply our Warps and
Grapnells. The twelfth having got amongft fome-
what thinner Ice, “we fet'fail, anc l ﬁ()OJ over for the T
north Shore. In Latitude 65° 10, we named a § g
high Land Cape Dobbs, in honour of Efquire Dobbs ;
obferving an Opening to the northward of the Cape,
we ftood in forit, defigning to come to an Anchor
to try the Tides ; but finding 1t was the Mouth of
a great River, we run about 8 Leagues up it, and t
at laft were oblig’d to come to an Anchor amonglt |

br olen
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broken Ice, where indeed we rode ‘in the greateft
Danger, on account of the great Lodges of Ice
whun leVE‘ againft us with the Tide.—The fourth
of Auguft we left the River, and ftood away for the
northward being blefled with fine Weather ; we
had a full Profpect of the Land on each Side. In
the Latitude 66° 30, we faw the Land ftretch
away to the weftward, which gave us great Hopes ;
but afterwards found it to be nothing but a Bay,
Land all round. Then ftanding away for another
Opening on the eaft Side, we e laid the Ship to, and
went afhore to take a Survey from the Top of a
hich Mountain, when we could fee the Sea, all
faflt froze in one folid Body for a Matter of twenty
Leagues away to the S. E. and finding at the fame
time - that the Flood Tide came from thcncc we were
fully confirmed that it had a Communication with
the eaft Sea, and that there was no fuch thing asa
Paffage into the weftern Ocean, as we e\'pccted

The eighth of Axguft we bore away to the fouth-
ward, nd made {oxm further Search about Lati-
tude 6+ Thus having travers’d all this long Bay,
the 15th we took our farewel of it.

Never were Ships worfe mann’d ; feveral of our
Men are dead in the Country ; the one half of the
Remainder fo taken with the Scurvy, that they have
been uncapable of doing Duty.

XXX.
Fuly 15, 1742,

HE Soundings up the eaft Channel between the
Iflands and the eaft Side or Iflands is 45. 40.

30. 25 Fathoms deep, foft Ground in the Middle
of the Channel, and 16 Fathoms to 6 Fathoms,
within a "'mrt*’r of a Cable to fome of the Iflands,
and UOOU ounfurms tmourrn in many Channels ; be-
tween thofe Iflands Depth h of Water is 18 Fathoms
where I founded, and 7 or 8 Fathoms within half a

Cable
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Cable of the Iflands ; the Channel between the -

flands and eaft Side 1s 3 or 4 Miles broad ; we oot -

mto a Bay or Cove on the eaft Side, oood clean
Ground, and Soundings from 30 to 3 Fathoms :
the Tlde came from the fouthward through the
Iflands, it flowed 13 Feet,

The northmoft Iflands bore N. b. W. diftance 4
or 5 Miles ; the Soundings from the Bay or Cove to
the northmoft Point of thxs Side off’ the Bluff, are
45, 40, 30, 20 Fathom Water, according to the
Diftance we were off thore ; abovc the Iflands from
the calt Side to the fouth-weft Side, is 12 or 13
Leagues broad, the Land runs N. W. b. W. the
Tide flowed neareft N. W. b. W. along thore;
we run into a Bay or Cove at the north End of the
Point this Side of the Bluff ; the Soundings from
20, 15, 12, 10, 8, 6 Fathoms, good clear Ground
and clear of Toe!

The Tide camne from the fouthward, it flowed
13 Feet and a half ; the Straits above the Ifland 12
or 13 Leagues broad. I went upon the higheft
Land on [1h, eaft Side, and fet the Land ; 3 thcre 18
a Bluff upon the fouth Side, with three low Iflands
off it, and a low Point at the Back of it, that
bore South-by-eaft ‘off’ us, and a low floping Point
that bore South-by-weft off ; with that Opening
to us, the Land runs from S, b. W. to the N. W.

hio-h mountainous Land ; it runs down with a bluff
Pomt, and a low Point at a fmall Diftance from it,

and then runs up to 2 very high mountainous Land
and round to the bluff Point.

’I here is an Opening feemingly to me from the
high Land, or Bluff I was upon, it being about
a Q:'.:w r Flood or more, by the Tide that came
through the Straits 3 I faw the Ice break up and fet
round the Poiat I ftood,upon, with fome force, that
all the Ice was prefently in mution, in the Middle
of the Channel againit the Flood, and was moft

I clear

ot |
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clear of Ice in the Middle this Morning s it is g or
10 Leagues broad,

Fuly 16, 1742, Joun RankIN,

XXXI.
HIS is the Cove upon Brook Cobbam,

or Marble Ifland 3 it was almoft dark, my
Men were taking the Skin oif the Bear they had
killed in the Water.

Thefe are all Fathoms.

This lyeth off the Mouth of the Cove.

This Tide came in fuddenly from the W. N. W,
round the N. W. End of the Ifland upon us, and
flowed fo faft that we had almoft loft the Bear: we
were forced to-throw it into the Boat, my Men up
to their Middle in Water, by the fudden flowing
of the Tide, as all the Men can prove,

I am very certain, that there is a great Probabi-
lity of a Paffage, or Straits, leading to fome weltern
Ocean, from the above Reafon 3 for I did perceive
an Opening to the weftward of Marble Ifland, and
defirrd I might go there; but he told me, it did
pot fignify much to go thither, but if I had a Mind

to
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to go to Marble lland for Water I might; fo I
(.xd not come nigh the Opening I percexved to the
weftward 3 it was almoft calm all the Day we lay
there.

Auguft 12, 1742, Joun Rankin,
XXXII.
Middleton.

N E would be apt to think, that the Lieute=
nant’s Paper, on the foregoing Page, related
to fome Cove of no {fmall ColxIcLu nce, by the
Pains he has been at in taking the Draught and
Soundings of it. Yet when I afl’d him, wlh.t Ufe
he propokd to make of it? He anfwer’d, That
the Bottom was full of Pebble-ftones, and it would
be an excellent Place for Ships to come from Eng-
land and load with them. Hence may be conje-
¢tur’d what a ‘high Opinion he entertained, at that
Time, about a Paffage there,

This Account is exaltly of a Piece with all his
other Papers and Reports during this Voyage, dark
and unintelligible, There is hmly any gueffing
what he w Ohlu be at. If he means that the Flood
Tide came round the weft End of the Ifland, the
Reafon thercof may be very eafily afligned : For
this Ifland lying direCtly in the Tide’s way, and but
two or three Ieagues from the Main, the Tide
muft come round.both its Ends : And there being
a Bay formed between the Headland in 63% 20,

and another Headland almolt againft the wcf’c End
of the Ifland, which rounds away to the eaftward
of the fouth, thc Tide thereby receives that Sett;
and this is what deceived him, and made him be-
lieve it came out of fome Inlet on the weftern Shore,
Here he unjuftly accufes me of hmdumg him from
examining an Opening 3 and in his Anfwer to
Query 20, fays, I can’t fay that the Captain® dif=

courag’d

> ey
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courag’d or difcountenanc’d me in making any Dif-
covery.
XXXIIL
Dear Sir,
Received yours the Laft Night which did not a
little furprize me thac My Lord i wchelfea ful-
paéted that I was Drunk when I took my Leave of
him. I do aflfure you I had Drink no no More
then the Share of one bottle of fine Eall between
three of ws at the Duke of Portlands, where 1
Dinned and two Glafs of wine after D!nmncr then
I went to,wat upon my Lord and take m,r 7 Leave
of him and to give the Duke of Portlands Service
to him,

I am Dear §° Infinitely obliged to you for the
great hogour you 1 have been pleafied to Do Me, in
giving me a good Carreftir to my Lord, and 5
Facob Ackwor? h I fhall for Ever Think My Self
bound to pray for your good Health, and Profpe-
rity, If ever it fthould be in my pour to ferve you
by Night or Day, I fhall allways Think my Self in
Duty bound to Do it.

Dear S* I beg the favour of you r*ot to Thmk I
Ever fhall be h,\.ll In Liquer in this Ship ; for fom
of my Friend at the Navy office told me to be Warr
for Some Complants had been Made againft my
Capt, but D"S° 1 have a Soul farr above ukmfr any
Nottice of any Thing but to fpeack all the ﬂooi of
my Commander I Cann he his Don Very well by
me as to the time I have been wich him, bue T
never Exceed two or three Glafs of Wine at a time
nor fhall while I ame with him, S* Faceb Ackworth
Sent his Service to Me by a friend that is going
paffenger with ws to Port Mabon becaws he was
afraid to writt, for fear it thould fall 10 wrong
hands, and faid he had heared a Very good Carric-
ter of me for Many Years, and all the Service he
Could Do me he would Sr my Wi gives her hum-
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ble Service to you and will wat upon you as fooff
as She cometh to Town.

1 am Dear S" Your Moft
Humble Serce,
Long Reach from on
bord the Portimout Jn@, Rankin,
Feb'. 12—1742.

QUERIES

To be Anfwered by

fobn Rankin, Lieutenant, Robert Wilfon, Ma-
fter, Edward Thompfon, Surgeon, and Tobn
Wygate, Clerk, lately under the Command
of CHrisTOPHER MrippLETON, Com-
mander of His Majefty’s Sloop the Furnace.

' QU B RS

Hether the laff time the Lieutenant and Ma-

Jrer went up Wager River, there was any Ice
to interrupt their Paflage in the Boat, from the time
they left the Headland above Deer Sound, unlil they
arrived at the bigh Bluff on the weft Side of the Chan-
nels and whether the Water was not [alt, and above
Sixty-eight Fathom deep, the whole Way over, and the
Strait from eight to ten Leagues wide 5 and whether
the Channel Courfe, after they came up with that Bluff,
did not bear weft-fouth weft?

The Licutenant’s Anfwer,

There was no Ice to interrupt our Paffage, from
the time we left the Headland above Deer Sound,
till we came to the utmoft Part of our Voyage up
the River on the weft Side of the Channel 3 the
Water! think was falt 5 but as I would not entirely

depend
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depend upon my own Judgment, I filled three Bot-
tles with Water at three different Places, and brought
them on board at my Return, and was told there
was no Diftinétion, for they were all equally alike
{alt. I could find no Ground with a Line of 68
Fathom ; I fteered W.N. W. by the Compafs along
the weft Shore, a fair open Straits or Channel, eight
or ten Leagues wide.

Mafter’s Anfwer.

The laft time we went up Wager River, we had
not much to hinder the Boat’s Paffage. Above
Deer Sound the Water was miuch frefher, and the
kigher up the frefher flill; the River was eight,
ten, or more Leagues broad in the broadeft Part;
the Water 68 or 70 Fathoms towards the Middle.

The Courfe we fteer’d in the Boat after we came
up with the bluff Land, was N.N.W. but the
Courfe of both Shores, by Compafs from 4 Leagues
below, where the Ships lay at Savage Sound, to the
higheft we went up with the Boat, is N. 519 weft ;
the Variation being north 352 weft, makes the true
Courfe of the Channel north 50 Degrees welterly.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
I have nothing to fay to this Article; it chiefly
concerning the Lieutenant and Mafter, having never
been higher up the River #7ager than Deer Sound.

Clerk’s Anfwer.

This I beg leave to refer to the Lieutenant and

Mafter.
QU E K. Y AL

Whether, when they went on Shore on that bigh
Land, the Lieutenant did not [ee a great Opening, or
large Collection of Water over the Iflands to northward
of them, with broken Lands to the weflward, as bigh
as the Lands at the Cape of Good Hope ;3 and whe-

ther
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ther the Mafter, who went much higher up upon the
“Mountains, did not overlook all the Iflands in the main
Chonnel, and [aw a large Paffage or Strait, four or frve
Leagues wide, beyond them, the Channel-Courfe bear-
ing wireltly fouth-weft with bigh Lands on each Side,
all ihereabouts appearing to be broken Lands, the whole
Channel being frez from Ice or any thing to obfrutt
their going furiber, whether be did not find the Water
falt there, and upon bis Returi to the Boal was defi-
rous of proceeding further 5 but the Licutenant baving
alreacy exceeded bis Orders durft not go anmy further 2

Tke Lieutenant’s Anfwer.

Yes, I faw a great Opening, or large Colle&tion
of Water, to the {northward of the Iflands which
were 1n this River, or Straits; and there appeared
broken Lands to the weftward, as high and moun-
tainous as the Cape of Good Hope. 'The whole Chan-
nel was free from Ice. I could not ftay any longer
to make Oblfervations, having exceeded my limit-
ed Time, and knew the Ships were preparing to
fail out of the River.

Mafter’s Anfwer.

For an Anfwer to this Query, I refer to the Re-
port given in to Capt. Middleton by the Lieutenant,
and myfelf at our Return. I can make no Compa-
rifon between the Height of the Lands in queftion,
and thole at the Cape of Good Hope, having never
been near the Cape,

Surgeon’s Anfwer.

This, like the former, appertains to the Lieute-
nant and Mafler 3 but I heard both their Reports,
in which they both agreed, as to the Intent and
Meaning of this Article,

2 Clerk’ s
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"Clerk’s Anfwer.
This Article I defire may be anfwered by the
Lieutenant and Mafter.

QUERY I

Whether the Captain did not limit them to go only. to
Deecr Sound, or thereabouts, and to come back with
the utmoft Difpatch, the Nature of the Service would
allow of 5 and whether after their failing above fificen
Leagues further, and giving him a Return under their
Hands, that there was anotber Paflage inio the Sea,
befides that the Ships went in at, the Captain did not
immediately prepare to fail out of the River, without
proceeding upon the Difcovery, and [ailed out of the
River to the north-eaftward the fourth of Auvguft 2

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.

The Captain’s Orders, in Writing, were, that I
would go to Deer Sound, or thereabouts, and to
come back with the utmoft Difpatch ; but I de-
fired he would give me liberty to act as I thought
moft conducive to the Difcovery of a Paflage ; and
he verbally confented that I might run up the River
or Strait, asfaras I could conveniently do, without
retarding the Ships from failing out of the River,
for that he intended to fail in a {¢w: Days, and which
I found to be true ; for the Ships were preparing
to fail before I came on board.

Mafter’s Anfwer

The Order, thro* a Hurry and a Miftake of the
Ca Pld“l s Clerk, as the Captain told him at our
putting off the Boat, was to make Obfervations in
and near Deer Sound but he gave the Lieutenant,
as I heard afrerwards, verbal Orders to proceed as
far as he thought proper. At our Return we gave
the Captain a Report, figned by the Lieutenant
and myfelf. The Captain did, and had feveral
times




»

( 160 )
times been endeavouring to get out of the Ceve in
order to proceed on the Difcovery, and failed out to
the eaftward on the Difcovery to meet the Flood § |
Tides, according to his Inftructions, on the fourth § Wh
of Auguft.
i Surgeon’s Anfwer. i
| The Lieutenant fhewed me the Order the Cap- §f il

tain gave him when he went up the River, the |
Words of which was expresfly in the Manner as | #t
here fet down ; and after they had given in their § b
Reports, the Captain prepared for failing, and ac- | bu
cordingly failed out of the River Wager the fourth | it
of Auguft 1742. il

Clerk’s Anfwer.

I very well know that they were limited to go | T
only to Deer Sound, or thereabout, and ordered to |
come ba ck with the utmoft Difpatch ; and that the |
Captain faid, when the Lieutenant ftaid longer than | Su
his time, that ¢ he did not doubt but the Lieute- | fi
 nant would bring fome romantic Story of a Paf~ | g
¢ fage that way, but he fhould give no Attention | (i
¢ to ity for he would fail out of the River as foon | lu
¢ as he returned,” which accordingly he did. oY

QUK R Y IV. Bf

Whether there were not many large black Whales | w
above Deer Sound in that Palfage, and whether they | b
Jaw any Whales below, or at the Entrance, or without | o
Wager River, either in the Strait or Bay above Cape | 1f
HoPe or in any other Part of toe Bay or Straits of | D
Hudfon, except on the wnorth-weft Side mnear Brook | lif
Cobham 3 and whether they believed thofe Whales |
came in from the eaft or weft End of Wager River or
Straits, and whether, in their own Fudgment, they B
did not think that there might be a Paflage from thencé | S
to the Jonth-welward 2 B

, The
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The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.

I faw a great Number of black Whales, of the
Whalebone kind, in and near Dee» Sound, and no
where elfe, except at Brook Cobbam. 1 can’t thmk,
that the Whales we faw in /#gger River came in at
the Place our Ships went in at, but rather through
the Channels bounded by the broken Lands on the
weft Side ; and it is my Cpinion, that there is a
Probability of a Paffage to the fouth-weftward from
Brook Cobbam from the Rapidity of the Tide there,
which I imagine comes from a weftern Ocean, and
fills Wager River.,

Mafter’s Anfwer.

The Whales we faw about Deer Sound, I believe
came in at the Mouth of #ager River, or fome o-
ther Inlet from the eaftward, to the new Frigid
Strait, which feems the more probable as being not
far from Baffin’s-Bay and Davis’s Straits, where the
greateft Numbers of Whales are feen ; and not lefs
than four hundred Dutch, Spaniards, &c. go every
Year to take them there ; many of which we met 1n
ourVoyages in the F{udfon’s Bay Ships,and they often
came on board of us. I cannot think there 15 any
Paffage to the other Ocean, becaufe the higher we
went we found the Water the frdhu, and met with
{everal Water-falls mentioned in our Report. More-
over, at the Mouth of #ager River, the Tide rofe
16 or 18 Feet; at Savage Sound 15 or 16; at
Deer Sound but 12 or 13; and where we went far-
theft, but 6 Feet.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.

Every one that was as high up the River as Deer
Sound faw the Whales come in there every Tide,
But none was ever feen below at the Entrance, or
without #ager River, nor in the Straits or Bay above

b 2 Cape
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Cape Hope, nor in any other Part of the Bay or
Straits of Hudfon, except on the north-weit Side
near Brook Cobbam 3 and my real Opinion is, that
thofe Whales came in at the weft End of Wager
River, and that there is a great Probability of a
Paffage from thence to the fouth-weftward.

Clerk’s Anfwer.

I never faw any black Whales during our Voyage
from Churchill River, but at Deer Sound and Brook
Cobbam, and imagine thole we faw in Wager River
came through Channels on the weft Side of that
River. Iam likewife of Opinion, that there is a
wefltern Ocean nigh Brook Cobbam and Wager Ri-
ver ;3 for that rapid Tide we met with in 63° 20/,
I am almoft certain, flows into W ager River, and
that it comes from a Sea different from that which
fills Hudfon’s Strait and Bay.

QT ERN V.

Whether they belicve that the Captain would bave
fent them up at that time, if be bad not been alarmed
upon bearing that it was rumonred among bis Men, that
the Difcovery was negletted, tho’ from the Whales,
Depth, and Breadth of the Strait, there were Hopes of
a Paffage; andwhether there werenot fome bigh Words
upon it, and barfb Words ufed by the Captain, that be
awould cane fome, and broomftick and lafb others, if they
reported any thing, or concerned themfelves about the
Succefs of the Voyage ?

The Licutenant’s Anfwer.

I imagine that I fhould never have been fent up
Wager River again, had it not been for fome Mur-
murs on board ; but I know nothing of the Threat-
nings Captain Middleton 1s faid to have made ufe of,
I not being on board at that time, but was after-
wards informed thereof by the Doétor and Clerk.

Mafter’s
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Mafter’s Anfwer.

I fincerely believe no Man had the Difcovery
more at heart than Capt. Middleton, nor was any
one fo great a Sufferer as he, both in Perfon and
Purfe. As to his Men, they were fo unlikely to
fpread fuch Rumours, or to defire to encounter any
Danger, thaton the contrary, when poor {corbutick
Creatures heard it was agreed on to return back
from the Frozen Strait, they were overjoy’d, and
ready to leap out of their Skins, as the Saying 1S.
never heard of the lcaft Threatning during our be-
ing at Sea in any Part of the Voyage, about the Dif-
covery ; but the Captain always treated every body
too well, if I may be allowed the Exprefiion, info-
much, that I often wondered at it; for he ufed to
take more upon him in the Hudfor’s-Bay Service 3
and I have hzard him fay, that he could putup with
all that could be endured rather than that the Dif~
covery thould be baulked. He never hindered any

body from keeping what Account they would, and
would always readily inftruct any Officer that would
afk him, in obferving the Latitude, Variation, or
any other curious Matter, and fhewed {everal how
to keep Journals that had never been at Sea before,
aud preferred them in the Voyage according to
their Merit, tho’ he had never feen them before,

Surgeow’s Anfwer.

The firft Difcourfe that happened concerning the
Negle&t of the Difcovery, was by the Lieutenant
and my fpeaking together in the Boat, when we
went the fecond time to Deer Sound, which was o~
verheard by fome of the Boat’s Crew, and told agaln
to the Captaing whicly, in my Opinion, was the
Occafion of his fending up the River again ;-and he
faid he would cane the Lieutenant, broomftick the
Mafter, and whip all the reft that fpoke any thing

X 2 about
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about the Paflage. This was fpoke to Mr. Wygate

and me, when ‘the Lieutenant and Mafter was gone
down the River.

Clerk’s Anfwer.

I think it wvery certain that the Lieutenant and
Mafter would not have been fent up ‘the River a-
cain, had it not been rumoured in the Ship that the
Difcovery was negleted ; and that when the Lieu-
tenant was gone up the River, he fent for the Sur-
geon and myf{elf into the Great Cabbin, where, with
great Vehemence, ¢ he threatned to cane the Lieu-
“ tenant, broomftick the Mafter, and whip all the

i reft tha[ fhould concern themfelves in relation to
¢¢ his Conduét.”?

QFUVEIR VY (T
Whether, when the Lieutenont and Mafler were
carried-out of the River by the Rapidity of the Tide,
upon a long Piece of Ice, they were not carried by the
Ebb 10 the [fouth-weftward, clofe by the Rocks round
Cape Dobbs 3 and whether the Ebb did not rus by that
Coape to the foutb-weflward 2

The Lieutenant’s Anfwey.

Yes, we were carried to the fouth-weftward nigh
the Rocks on the fouth Shore of Cape Dobbs, by the
Tide of Ebb, and drove from Wager River 6 or 7
Leagues.

Mafter's Anfwer.

When we were drove out of the River ager’s
Mouth by the Rapidity of the Ebb Tide, upon a
large Picce of Ice, we were carried S. E. b. S. as the
Courfe of Land lies by Compafs from the River’s
Mouth, towards Cape Dobbs, until we met the Chan-
nel Ebb, from the W, b, S, by Compafs.

AY r/rveo;z
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Surgeon’s Anfwer.
The Lieutenant and Mafter can give the beft Ac-
count of this Article.

Clerk’s Anfwer.

This the Lieutenant and Mafter have often af-
firmed to be Truth; tho’® at this time the Mafter
prevaricates, for fear, as he fays, he fhould be the
Ruin of any Man.

Q' UE R~ VWIEk
Whether, when the Ships failed out of the River,
they did not ply to the north-eaftward with Sails and
Ours, to be out of the way of the Tide of Flood from
the foutbward upon its Return, lef it fhould force them
again up the River ?

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.

This Article the whole Ship’s Company can prove
as well as myfelf 5 for I affirm, that we ply’d with
Sails and Qars to the eaftward, to get out of a Tide
of Flood (which I apprehend and believe came from
the fouth-weftward) for fear of being horfed into
Wager River again.

Mafter’s Anfwer.

When we failed out of the River Wager, we ply’d
to the eaftward with Sails and Oars, to get out of
the Indraft of the River’s Flood from the eaftward,
but not from the fouthward, until you get within
the Indraft of the River, and then indeed, the Flood
hath the Courfe as in all Inlets.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.

This Article is fo well known by every one that was
then a board, thut it is allowed by all, that we plyed
to the north-caltward with Sails, Ship’s QOars, and
two Boats a-heal, to be out of the Tide of Flood

torm
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from the fouthward, left it fhould drive us up the
River again,

Clerlk’s Anfwer,

Certainly. We hawl’d away to the eaftward with
all the Sail we could croud, rowing with the Ship’s
Oars, and towing with the Boats, to avoid our be-
ing forced into the River #ager again, by a Tide
of Flood that came from the fouth-weftward.

QU ERY VL
Whether the Captain did not order the Lieutenant
on Shore at the Low Beach at half an Hour after two,
when they were four Miles from the Shore, and at three

made a Signal for bim to return on board, before be
reached the Shore, or couldfix the Current of the Tide 2

The Licutenant’s Anfwer.

Yes, itis true.

Mafter’s Anfwer.

The Captain did order the Lieutenant a-fhore at
the Low Beach, near the Point, at half an Hour
after two, to obferve how much the Tide had
ebbed by the Shore ; but the Ship foon after meet-
ing with much Ice, and we feeing no Land to the
northward in our Way, thought we fhould loofe
time ; for ’tis very dangerous to have the Boat from
the Ship amongft Ice, as we well know in the Hud-
for’s-Bay Voyages, where the Tide is ftrong, and
often cruthes them to pieces, putting the Men in
danger of their Lives ; and if fuch a Misfortune
had happened to us, we could not have brought
the Ship home, eight of the Men being gone,

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
I believe every Officer’s Journal makes mention of
this Article, and acknowledges it to be true and
Matter of Fact.

Cleris
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Clerk’ s Anfwer.

This Article every Journal and Log-book con-
fefles to be true.

'QU E RY < IX.
Whether the Neap Tides were not bigher at Church-

il with a north-wefterly Wind, than the Spring Tides
were with an eafterly Wind 2

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.

That is known by every Perfon who has any
Knowledge of the Tides in Churchill River, and is
Fact.

Mafter’s Anfwer.

The Neap Tides at Churchill, as I have heard,
but had no Trial of it, the River being full of Ice,
the moft Part of the time we were there, ufed torife
higher with a northerly Wind by fome Feet, thana

Spring Tide doth with a foutherly Wind, or fouth-
eaft Wind.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
This 1s well known to every one that ever ob-
ferved the Tides in Churchill River,

Clerk’s Anfwer.

Every Perfon who has been at Charchill River
knows, that the north-wefterly Winds make higher
Tides there on the Neap, than cafterly Winds on
the Spring.

QU -EoR TaudX

Whether the Tide at the Point near Brook Cobham
in 63° 20, unigh the Land, as they went nortbward
from Churchill, was not as rapid as the Tide in the
River Wager ; or whether at that time they could af-
certain the Flood from the Ebb, and whether by falling
of from the Land to the caffward, they did not lofe
that Tide ?

{ The
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The Licutenant’s Anfwer.

The Tide at the Point near Brook Cobbam in 633
20, nigh the Land, was as rapid as that in #ager
River ; but I think there was no proper Method
ufed to afcertain the Tide of Flood, or Ebb, no
Perfon being fent on Shore ; and the Courfe of the
Tide, which was very impetuous, being never tried
but once at that Place.

Mafter’s Anfwer. \

The Tide near the Headland, in Latitude 63°
20 N. as we went northwards from Churchill, was
tried feveral times, and run two Miles an Hour
from the eaftward. But Land-men on board, and
Sailors alfo, if not well acquainted with Navigation,
may, in fuch Cafes where the Ship is under Sail, the
Boat at Anchor, or the Current-Log riding her, be
calily led into very falfe Conclufions. In this par-
ticular Cafe, the Current ran two Miles an Hour,
and the Ship went two or three Knots, flanting
from the Boat, which made it appear to fome not
well vers’d in the Nature and Effeéts of Currents,
as if the Ship made double the way fhe really did.

As we went off the Land, we had lefs Tides, as
we always evperience, in proportion as we depart
from the Coalft.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.

The Rapidity of the Tide here filled feveral a-
board with Joy and Hopes of finding a Paflage
without going much farther to the northward ; but
thefe Hopes were foon changed by the Captain’s
falling off from the Land to the eaitward, and by
that means loft the Tide.

Clerk’s Anfwer,
I never faw more rapid Tides at any Place than
near Brook Cobbam, in 63° 20, andam fure no Per-
fon
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fon did make effectual Trial for alcertaining the
Knowledge of the Tide of Flood from the Tide of
Ebb ; for the Current of the Tide there was tried
but once, and that by Captain Middleton, who di-
rectly afterwards hawled away to the eaftward, and
thereby loft the ftrong Tide.

O, UE R Y X

Whether it did not appear by the Gunner®s and Car-
penter’s dccount, who went farther than the Captain
and Clerk by two or three Miles, when they landed at
Cape Frigid, that they were upon an Ifland cur off
Jrom the Low Beach, and that the Frozen Strait which
they [aw, was what [urrounded that Ifland, which
was not above three Leagues wide, and full of flands
and whether they did not fee high Land beyond that
Strait to the caftward, and [oround to the Low Beach 4
ond whether they could fee a Strait beyond that high
Land, at leaft 15 Leagues farther to the foutb-eaft with-
out a Telefcope 5 and whether upon bis Return to the

Beat at low Water,be did not then take the Height of
the Tide ?

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.
I refer this Article to the Gentlemen who were
on Shore on that Part of the Land.

Mafter’s Anfwer.

The Captain ftrictly enquired of the Carpenter
and Gunner concerning the Frozen Strait, whether
the Place they were landed upon was an Ifland or
no. They anfwered it was not, for they could fee
further from where they were than he; and it was
afterwards confirmed on board that there was no
Tide from out the Bay, between the Mountains
that made one Side of the Frozes - Straits and the
Low Beach. Whillt the Ship was working and
driving to ftay for the Boat’s coming on board, fhe
was hawled almoft into the Frozes Straits, upon the .

Z Ebb,
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Ebb, and fet from it on the Flood, tho’ the Wind
blew right off it, fo that fhe was obliged to fet Sail
and ftand from 1t, when the Captain went away with
the Boat, until we got fome diftance from its
Indraft. The Captain took the Height of the Tide
when he returned to the Boat. By the Account the
Men gave him when he got back, the Tide had
flowed four Feet, and he afterwards found by the
Marks on Shore, that it flowed fifteen or f{ixteen
Feetin all ; and that a weft or weft-by-fouth Moon,
made high Water.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.

This I refer to thofe who were a-fhore at Cape
Frigid.

Clerk’s Anfwer.

I fteered the Boat a-thore (the Gunner and Car-
penter being two of the Boat’s Crew.) Immedi-
ately after our Landing we left the Boat, and went
inland, without taking any notice of the Direétion of
the Tide. Wetravelled feveral Miles from Mountain
toMountain till we cameto a very high one on theS.E.
Part of the Ifland (for I am very fure) from a Chan-
nel I faw, which disjoined it from the Low Beach,
and another I {faw to the northward, as well as from
the Gunner’s and Carpenter’s Account, that the
Land we then flood upon was an Ifland wathed on
all Sides by the Sea the Ships were in. The Gun-
ner and Carpenter, as well as the Captain and my-
{elf, faw very high Land beyond that Strait to the
eaftward ; and I think 1t impoflible to difcover a
Strait over that high Land, with any Inftrument we
had then on Shore ; for we had nothing but the com-
mon Profpet-Glafs, and that not ufed. The Cap-
tain and mylfelf returned to the Boat, fending the
Gunner and Carpenter to overlook the Chanel on
the eaft Side of the Ifland. When we came to the
Boat, it was near low Water ; and the Captain afk’d

I which
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which way the Tide of Flood ran, and was told, it
made 1ts Courfe to the northward. About 7 0’Clock
that Evening he took the Height of the Tide, it
being at that time low Water, and three Days after
the Full of the Moon. The Lieutenant likewife ob-
ferved, that the Ships in lying to, about 100’Clock
the fame Morning, were forced to the north-eaft-
ward very rapidly, which muft be by a Flood Tide.

Q LB R Y, S XII

Whether upon their Return from Cape Frigid zo
Brook Cobham, they were within fuch a Diftance of
the weft Land, as to defcry the Bottom of the Bays or
Inlets, [o as to know it to be a main Land 5 whether
it was not for the moft part hazy Weather, [o as
only to defcry the Tops of the Mountains and Headlands 5
and whether they did not pafs great Part in the Night,
or were even nearer the Coaft than five or fix Leagues,
antil they came near Braok Cobham, where they faw
many Whales 2

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.

I acknowledge that I could never properly di-
ftinguifh the Headlands in our Return from Cape
Frigid to Brook Cobbam, and did not come nearer
to the weflt Shore than five or fix Leagues ; fome
part of the time was hazy Weather; fome part
Night; and fome part very fine clear Weather.
We fearched neither Inlets nor Bays, nor came near
enough any Land to the weftward to diftinguifh it,
till we came to Brook Csbbam, where we faw feves
ral Whales.

Mafter’s Anfwer.

We made fure to fearch all the weft Shore,
fo near as to fee all the Bottom of the Bays,
and plainly make it main Land. We had very lit
tle hazy Weather, except in the Night time, and
then we lay to, or work’d to Windward, to hold
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our own till Day-light, that we might mifs no Place
that appeared like Openings or Inlets. We were
within three or four Leagues of moft Places, and
where 1t was bold, we came within two Leagues,
as off the Headland, where we found the Tide to
run two Miles an Hour in 63° 20, and from 64%
to Brook Cobbam, we were fure of the main Land all
the Way.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.

After we left Cape Frigid, I do not remember
we ever were nearer the weft Shore than five or fix
Leagues, fo could not difcover whether it was
Iflands, and broken Land, Inlets, or Bays, or a main
Continent, and feldom d,lcernad the Land, except
fome high Bluff or Point amongft the Clouds, it
being fomewhat thick and hazy Weather; fo never
touched at any Land till we came to Brook Cobbam,
where we faw feveral black Whales. 'We paffed by
the Point of this Ifland, and dropt Anchor on the
welt Side of Marble Ifland, to the weftward of
Brook Cebbam.

Clerk’s Anfwer.

It appears from the different Journals and Log-
Books, that we were not nearer to that Land than
five or fix Leagues, and that moft part of the time
it was hazy Weather, and paft by a great Part in
the Night, until we came to Brook Cobbam, and
there we faw feveral Whales

Q U E.R Y VX,

Whether the Captain ever once fent his Boat on Shore

to try the "Tide':, or fearch for any Inlet upon that
Coaft, until be watered at Marble Ifland, upon bis
Return 1o England, where the Mafi.r difcovered a
Tide, w/Jm’y /ome times rofe lwenty-two Feet 5 aud
whether, when be defired again to go on. Shore to make
Surther Obf rvations, the Captain did not prevent hin,
aidrefufe bim Liberty 5 and whether, during the whols
Voyage
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Voyage from Churchill until their Return, they had
not good Weather to make a thorough Difcovery 2

Tke Lieutenant’s Anfwer.
We had very good Weather ; the Mafter muft

¢ § anfwer the reft; there was no Boat fent on Shore to

try the Tide from Cape Frigid to Brook Cobbam.

Mafer’s Anfwer.
The Reafon the Boat was not fent on Shore to
| try the Tide, was, that when the was mann’d, we
§ could not find Men to work the Ship, or reef a Sail
| or hand one ; we could try the Tide by a Current-
| Log, which the Captain has ufed for many Years,
as well, if not better en board, or in a Boat, than
nearer the Shore in almoft all Weathers. As we
| had got the Time of high Water at the Froxen
Straits and #ager River’s Mouth, we were very fe-
cure, which was the Ebband Flood ; and if we got
the Slacks it was {ufficient for determining the Tides.
| The reft of the Way, both myfelf and the Licute-
nant had Orders to obferve the Tides, at Brook

. & Cobbam, and elfewhere ; and that every Hour when

' we could do it without Lofs of time by the afore-
| faid Current-Log.

I can’t recollect, that the Captain ever hindered
| my going a-fhore upon any fuch Account, or did I
| defire of him to go a-thore. We got what Water
| we wanted at Brook Cobbam, and made what Obfer-
tions were neceflary there.  We faw the main Land
| within us, and how much the Tide had flowed at
the higheft, by Marks left on the Shore. The Ship
1 liy ina dangerous Roadfteed, if the Wind came on
the Shore or thick Weather ; {o that the Boat could
i not find the Ship.  We durft not let go one of our
Bower Anchors, having but two left ; and the Men,
when our Boat was from tke Ship, could not get 1t
up again, if it had blown fo as to make a Sea; for

they
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they grew worfe every day, and we had not above
fix in both Watches, befides three or four Officers,
that could go up to hand or reef. It was a Mercy
we got our two Ships home again, as we had Hud-
Jon’s Straits to pafs, where our Rigging and Sails
freeze in Fune and Fuly 5 {o that when our Men are
in the beft Health, we have much a-do to keep
them upon Deck in their Watch. The Weather
was extraordinary good all the time we lay in #7ager
River, and in our Paffage home alfo, elfe God knows
what we thould have done.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.

There was never any Boat fent a-fhore, nor no
Search made near the weft Land, from our leaving
Cape Frigid, till we came to Marble Ifland, and
I do not know any Reafon why we did not ; for
out of fifty-three Men and Boys, we brought out
from Churchill, we had but eight that were unca-
pable of doing their Duty, as I am very well affured
from my fick Book, {o never wanted a Boat’s Crew
upon any Emergency ; and when the Mafter gave
an Account of the Tide at Marble Ifland rifing
twenty-two Feet, and was defirous of going a-thore
again, to be more fully fatisfied, the Captain told
him, he thould be damn’d before he went a-thore
again, till he came to England, 'We had fine plea-
fant, clear, and moderate Weather almoft the whole
Voyage.

Clerk’s Anfwer.

No not once; and I heard him tell the Mafter,
that he fhould not go a-fhore again till he came to
England, after he had been on Mardle Ifland. We
had very fine Weather the major part of our Voyage
from Churchill, tll our Return for England.

QUERY

......
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QU X R X XIV.

Whether this Neglet was not after owning in Coyn-
il that they bad found rapid Tides, broken Lands and
Iflands, wupon that Coaft, as they [ailed northwards
Jfrom Churchill, but bad no Opportunity of knowing
from whence the Tides came ?

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.
Yes, it is true, -
Mafter’s Anfwer.

I never heard of any Neglect, nor could any be
charged on the Captain, tho” he was in a bad State
of Health for many Months, and all the Winter,
yet he kept the Deck more than any Officer in the
Ship, The Tide we found in 63% 20’ in thore, was
not half fo ftrong as what we found in the New
Strait, between the River Wager and Cape Hope in
the Narrows. 1 tried feveral times my{felf when al-
moft calm, and it broke our deep Sea-line, in bring-

ing up our {mall Boat, and loft our Grapling.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
As to this Article, the Council held will teftify,
which was figned by the Captain, Lieutenant, Mr,
Moor, and Mr. Wilfon,

Clerk’s Anfwer.

The whole Council owned, they had feen rapid
Tides, broken Lands and Iflands on the weft Side
of the Welcome, as they failed northwards from
Churchill, but had not Opportunity of trying from
whence the Flood came, yet neglected to try the
Tides, &c. inour Return from Cape Frigid towards
Brook Cobbam.

) BOR Y, XV,

Whether there were any Sign of the Efkimaux In-

dians baving ever been at Cape Frigid, and whether

they
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they bad not Marks of their being every where above |

Savage Sound to the weffward in Wager River; and
Jince they bave alltheir Neceffaries from tie Whales they
kill, if anmy Number bad paffed a Strait near Cape
Frigid, whether in [o narrow a Strait it had been a
etter Place for thofe Indians 2o have killed Whales,
than in Wager River, in cafe they came in from thence,

and not from the weflward.

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.
I was not a-fhore at Cape Frigid, therefore muft
refer this Article to be anfwered by thofe who were
afhore at that Place.

' Mafter’s Anfewer.

U was not on Shore on Cape Frigid, to fee thet
Signs of any of the Savages, There can be no
Whales killed at the Frozen Straits which is always
froze over, or much Ice adriving in the Tide’s way.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
Thofe that were a-fhore at Cape Frigid can give
the beft Account of this Article.

Clerks Anfwer.

I could perceive no Signs of the Efkimaux Indians
having ever been on Cape Frigid, tho’ I looked
very narrowly for them, but have feen the Marks
of their Refidence on every Part of the Coaft of the
River Wager 1 was at, and do imagine, if the
Whales, of the Whalebone kind, had come thro’
that narrow Strait near Cape Frigid, we fhould cer-
tainly have feen the Marks of thofe Zudians having
been there, as the Whales are their chief Support,
and of great ufe to them, in compleating their Ca-
noes, Weapons of War, Hunting, Fithing, &e.

QUERY
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Q@1 ER Y XVI

Whether the Lieutenant did not prefs the Captain to
let bim take a Man from Churchill Fagiory, who un-

derftood pe rfu]/y the mulwiz Indian La nguage, and
that be would take the Blame upon bimfelf, in cafe any
Complaint fhowld be made upon bis Return, fince it would
be of [o great Service to promote the Difcovery 5 out
the Captain would not allow it 2

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.

This Article 1s Matter of Fact, as I have often
times declared it to be {o, as others can teftify as well
as myf{elf.

Mafter’s Anfwer.

I do not remember that the Lieutenant did prefs
the Captain to take another Man ; but if he did fo,
in my Opinion, the Captain did much better in get-
ting two northern Indians, that pretended to know
the Country, and fpeak the Languages of feveral
Nations ; and allo a third Zudian from the Faltory,
who could converfe with thefe two northern Iz-
dians, he having travelled with them feveral Win-
ters before, and under{tood Englifb befides.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.

This whole Article is Truth, it being firft fpoke
in my hearing, and often repeated fince by the
Lieutenant,

Clerk’s /f//jwc?"

This Article is true ; forI very well remember the
Lieutenant’s Inclination to imprefs him, and the
Captain’s forbidding him,

Q DVICTREY AVIL
Whether, from the rapid Tides near Brook Cobham,
and from /Ue Numhr of Whales feen there, they did
not apprebend there might alfo bave been a Paflage there-
A a abouts,
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chouts, and whether by the beft Accounts they could
get from the Indians, by the Interpreter they bad,
they did mot intimate that the Strait and Copper Mine
they bad been at, where they faw a great many large
black Fifb, wwas [emewbere thereabouts, before they
fell in with the Ice , and whether the Captain did not
threaten the Surgeon, upon Account of bis being fo in-
timate and correfponding with the Indians, and for
bis attempting to come at the Knowledge of that Strait
and Paflage from them?2

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.

[ have given my Opinion of the Rapidity of
the Tides near Brook Cobbam before, but I know
nothing of the northern Indian Language, and
therefore beg Leave to refer their Lordfhips to the
Surgeon and Clerk’s Accounts.

Mafier’s Anfwer.

As to the rapid Tides near Brook Cobbam, they
all came from the Faftward, the Courfe of the
Welcome. As to Whales, ’tis only a Conjecture
from whence they come. We had no manner of
Account from the Indians of any Paffage on the
Coaft where we went, neither did I fo much as hear
one Word mentioned about it, either whilft they
were with us, or, fince till now, nor concerning black
Fifh near the Copper Mine; I never heard that the
Captain had any Words in Anger with the Surgeon
on any fuch Account, during the Voyage, but on
the contrary, he ufed him too well, by pafling by
many of his Infolences to himfelf and others.

Surgeon’s Anfwer.
The Reafons here fet down were obvious-and
plain to every one that had any real Senfc or Know-
ledge of what we were about, and was the Occa-

ficn chiefly of the Murmur in Wager River; for
2 that
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that River, together with what Occurrences we met
with there, ferved only to confirm us in our Opini-
on of what we had feen, and been well informed of
before, particularly, from one Richard Lovegrove,
now at Churchill, and had been in the Sloop as far
as Whale Cove, and travelled in Land, he gave us
an Account that there was nothing but Iflands and
broken Lands there, and that he could fee a clea

Sea from the Top of the Hills to the South-weft,
and a rapid Tide run amongft the Iflands there,
likewie the two Indians gave us an Account of a
River or Straits, Salt-water and deep, a great Num-
ber of large black Fifh, fpouting up the Water, and
that they were five Days in croffling it, and that
there was a Copper Mine upon the Side of this Ri-
ver or Strait, and by the beft Accounts I could ga-
ther from them, it was fomewhere hereabouts ; and
when we left Brook Cobbam, and{ailed tothe North-
eaftward, they told us, that that was not the Way
to the Copper Mine, but were going from it. I
have now by me a fhort Vocabulary of fome Part
of the northern Indian Language, which I penned
down from them, they being defirous of teaching
me, and alfo of learning Englifh, and were perfeét
of feveral Words ; but this Proceeding did not laft
long, for the Captain threatened to cut my Ears off,
and take away my Books and Papers, if ever I had
any further Correfpondence with thofe two unfor-
tunate Indians.

Clerk’s Anfwer.

From the rapid Tides at Brook Cobbam in 63°
20’, and from the Number of Whales feen there, I
apprehend there is a Weftern Ocean not far from
that Place, but defire their Lordfhips would refer
themfelves to the Account given by the Surgeon con-
cerning the Indien’s Report of the Copper Mine.

A a2 QU E.
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Q. U_E R Y 2OV
I Lether the two mu/w;z Indians were not defirous
of coming to England, aud were not, contrary to their

P:f!:'mz!.ffoizs, put on Shore on an Ifland in 63°, [ome.

Leagues [rom the Main, in an indifferent Boat, which
they could not rightly manc age, their Enemies being up-
on the Coaft, and toey far from their own Country 2

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.

I believe they were defirous of coming to Eng-
land, but know not upon what Account they were
fet afhore.

Mefter’s Anfwer.

One of the northern Indians feemed at their go-
ir.U away from us to be fomewhat dejected, but the

_aptain tmd us, t‘lat he had pr ()mmJ both the Go-
vernor and their Friends, to put them fafe on (hore
fo that they might get to their own Home, or to
Churchill, load ed with Goods that they hiked ; that
he had no Or \h s from the Adm nalty to brmgj them

home ; and as they were at Brook Cobbam in 63°

I atitude, 11’“-.0 2 or 3 Leagues from the main
Land, and feveral finall Ilands between that and
the Main, 'm* 1 fine Weather, and Water as {mooth

as the T/‘ uies, the Boat was very well, and they
might eafily manage her, as they had been thewn,
what Diftance th._.y had to fhore or along fhore, as
they pleafed. They knew their Way home very
vell, as they told us, and were fufficiently fortified
againft all the Men in the Country, having Fire-
arms well {tocked with Ammunition, and more  of
every Thing than the y could well carry. They
were but 250 Miles from their own Country, or
the Company’s Factory, which is nothing for an In-
dian to travel.

szrg(’c;z’; Anfwer.

el

Thefe two Indians left their Wives and Families,
and

e
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and came on board intirely to fhow us the Copper
Mine before mentioned ; but after we left Brook
Cobbam in going out, we perfuaded them to go to
England, with Promifes of large Prefents and Gra-
tuities when they arrived there. They readily con-
fented to it, upon Condition they fhould return to
their own Country again the next Year, After this
Agreement made, the Captain altered his Qpinion,
and faid he would put them afhore again ; but de-
fired that neither the Linguift nor I would tell them,
for fear of giving them Uneafinefs, and caufing a
Murmuring in the Ship, they being well liked by
every one, beginning to be very handy on Deck.
This was never difcovered to them, till we came to
Marble Ifland 5 and then the Captain order’d them
into an old leaky Boat, with two Oars, a Maft and
Sails, which neither of them knew how to manage,
firft giving each of them a Gun, Powder, Shot,
Hatchets, Ice-Chizels, Knives, Awls, Beads, Rings,
(¢, one of them called Fazana cried very much,
and continually exprefled the Danger they thould be
expofed to, being far from their own Families, Win-
ter approaching, in a ftrange Place they did not
know, and in the midft of their mortal Enemies,
the Ejkimanx, who would firft fcalp them, and then
devour them, but all this would not prevail upon
the Captain ; for they were aGually forced over the
Ship Side into the Boat, and towed athore upon
Marble Ifland, in the Latitude 63°, and there left.

Clerk’s Anfwer.

They were defirous of coming to England, and
with aching Hearts, poor Creatures, were put on
fhore, of which Mr. Thom/on has given a particular
Account. The Reafon Captain Middleton gave for
putting them on thore was, as he faid, left thofe In-
dians, when they came to England, thould, by their
chattering of the Copper Mine, and ftrait there-

abouts,
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abouts, put the Government to the Expence of fit-
ting Ships out again, to make Trial of a Paffage

that Way once more.

QUERY XIX.

Whether the Licutenant, Surgeon and Clerk did not
kear the Captain fay at Churchill zo the Governor and
Officers of the Hudion’s Bay Company, that be fhould
be able to make that Voyage, gnd no Man on board
bim [fbould know whether there was a Paffage or not,
and that be would be a better Friend to the Company
than ever?

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.

Yes, 1t 1s true.

Mafter’s Anfwer.

What paffed between the Captain and the Hud-
[er’s Bay Company’s Officers about the Dilcovery,
I know nothing of ; but if the Captain faid any
Thing of this Nature, I fhould take his Meaning
to be, that there could not be any on board, but
the Licutenant and myfelf, able to judge or know
where they were, without being told, we were fo
well officered and manned ; its impofiible for either
Land or Seamen, that are not thoroughly acquaint-
ed with Navigation, both in Theory and Practice,
more efpecially in thofe Parts of theunknown World,
fo much as to guefs whereabouts they are.

As for being a Friend to the Hudfon’s Bay Com-
pany, if he faid fo, I fhould not doubt that 1t was
on account of his being in a Ship of War, and had
his Inftru&ions to give them and their Trade Pro-
tection.

4 Surgeon’s Anfwer.

Yes, feveral Times, not only aboard, when the
Governor of the Hudfon’s Bay Company and his
Officers were prefent, but in the Fa@ory, in the pub-
Jick Guard Room.

Clerk’s
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Clerk’s Anfwer

I heard him repeat thofe Words more than

once.
LU B Y XX

Whether bis Condull was not f(uitable to that De-
claration afterwards upon the Difcovery, by z/z'f’Eoumg—
ing and difcountenancing every one on board, from be-
ing inquifitive about it, or making any ‘Obfervations
which promoted the Difcovery 5 threatening to take
their Books and Papers from them, and being very
careful that nothing Jhould be entered into the Lagg
Book, which //Jou/d give any Hopes of a Paffage, but
Zzarely the common me cences onboard the Ship, which

related to the [ailing of the Ship and Winds, Sound-
ings, &c.

The Lieutenant’s Anfwer.

I believe it was {fo, and that fome of the Officers
on board were difcouraged and difcountenanced
from being 1nquifitive about it, or making any Ob-
{ervations whxch might promote the mtgndad Dif-
covery. Butl can’t my that the Captain difcouraged
or difcountenanced me in maki Ing any D1ﬁowy,
tho’ fome of the Officers of the S hip are of another
Opinion ; nor did I ever hear th': "Lpt' N threaten
to take their Books and Papers from them, or give
Orders that nothing thould be entered in the LoorO'
Book which {hould give any Hopes of a Paffage.

Mafter’s Anfwer.

The Captain, as I have obferved before, feemed
on all Occafions heartily to encourage the Difcove-
1y, and was ever free in communicating .md 1n-
ftructing every Officer and Man on board that would
at any time ckﬁre it of him, either in '\szomorl
or the Seaman’s Part, as noneis better quathd to
do it, and the L--u:wanf as well as myfelf, have

expenenced
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experienced the Benefit thereof, and muft own it.
He always order’d me and my Mate to take Care
to omit nothing that might be of Service either for
the prefent or future Good and Advantage of o-
thers ; and to reprefent him in any other Light, 1
am thoroughly fatisfied, is doing him barbarous In-
juftice.
Surgeon’s Anfwer.

This I think is alrecady made evident by moft of
the aforegoing Articles ; and the whole Difcovery
was anfwerable, and of one Piece with that notable
Expreflion of Captain Middletow’s when we were at
Churchill.

Clerk’s Anfwer.

I have the greateft Reafon to believe his Conduct
was fuitable to the aforementioned Declaration, not
only by his difcountenancing and difcouraging eve-
ry one on board by threatening Words, but by his
failing continually to the North-eaftwards, thereby
lofing the ftrong Tides ; making an imaginary frozen
Strait in his Draughts ; wilfully miftaking the Flood
near Cape Frigid tor the Tide of Ebb, as I have be-
fore mentioned in Anfwer to Query 11, on Pur-
pofe tobring the Flood Tide from the Atlantick Oce-
an ; from his Neglect of trying the Tides, or fearch-
ing any Inlets or Bays on the weftern Side of the
Welcome, and from his abfolute manner of marking
what he thought moft conducive to his Defign, on
the Logg Board.
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CaptainMIDDLETON’s

Bt -G U N T

O F & H L

Extraordinary Degrees and Surprizing
Effects of CO L D 1n Hud/on' s-Bay,
North.America, read before the Royal
Society, Oft. 28, 1742 %,

Obferved, that the Hares, Rabbets, Foxes and
Partridges, in September, and the Beginning of
Oétober, changed their native Colour to a {nowy
White 3 and that for fix Months, in the feverelt
Part of the Winter, I never faw any but what were
all white, except fome Foxes of a different Sort,
which were grizzled, and fome half red, half white.
That Lakes and ftanding Waters, which are not
above 1o or 12 Feet deep, are frozen to the Ground
in Winter, and the Fifhes therein all perifh.

Yet in Rivers near the Sea, and Lakes of a greater
Depth than 10 or 12 Feet, Fithesare caught all the
Winter, by cutting Holes through the Ice down to
the Water, and therein putting Lines and Hooks.
But if they are to be taken with Nets, they cut fe-
ral Holes in a ftrait Line the Length of the Net, and
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pals the Net, witha Stick faftened to the Head-line,
from Hole to Hole, till it reaches the utmoft Extent;
and what Fithes come to thefe Holes for Air, are
thereby entangled in the Net; and thefe Fifh, as {oon
as brought into the open Air, are inftantaneoufly
frozen as ftiff as Stock-fith. The Seamen hkewife
frefhen their falt Provifions, by cutting a large Hole
through the Ice in the Stream or Tide of the River,
which they do at the Beginning of the Winter, and
keep it open all that Seafon. In this Hole they put
their falc Meat, and the Minute it is immeried un-
der Water, it becomes pliable and foft, though be-
fore its Immerfion it was hard frozen.

Beef, Pork, Mutton, and Venifon, that are killed at
the Bc?mn.nw of the Winter, are prcfcrwd by the
Froft, for fix or feven Months, intirely free from
Putrefaéti on, 3'1d pxo\ e tolgm\nc oood Fating. Like-
wife Geefe, Partridges, and other Fowl, th.lt are
killed at the fame tlm’:, aml kept with their Feathers
on, and Guts in, uqum, no other Prefervative but
the Froft to lmlw them good wholefome Eating, as
long as the Winter continues. All kinds of Flfh
are p.du d in the like manner.

large Lakes and Rivers, the Ice is fometimes
uc.m by imprifoned Vapours ; and the Rocks,
i r_::, Joifts and Rafters of our Buildings, are burit
with a Noife not lels terrible than the firing off a
great ‘1'1:1)’ Guns together.  The Rocks which are

O
{plit by the Froft, are hvgved up in great Heaps,
leaving large Cavities behind 5 which I take to be

caufed by n“p-riumd watery Vapours, that require
more Room, when frozen, than they occupy in their
tlui ite. Neither do I think it unaccountable,
that L‘l‘.c Froft fhould be able to tear up Rocks and
Trees, and iplit the Beams of our Houfes, when I
confider the great Foree and Elafticity thereof.. If

ccror\.;-.t:r is left in Mugs, Cans, Bottles, nay in
Copper-pots, though they were put by our Bed- fides,
lll
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in a fevere Night, they are furely fplit to pieces be-
fore Morning, not being able to withftand the expan-
five Force of the inclofed Ice,

The Air isfilled with innumerable Particles of Ice,
very tharp and angular and p‘ainly pPrcCptibIc to thc
naked Eye. I ha
to make Obfm'vatlons of fome celc tial Bodies, par-
ticularly the Emerf{ions of the Satellites of Fupiter,
with refleCting and refracting Telefcopes; but the
Metals and Glafies, by that Time I could fix them to
the Object, were covered a quarter of an Inch thick
with Ice,and thereby the Object rendered indiftinét,
fo that it is not without great Difficulties that any
Obfervations can be taken.

Bottles of /?raﬂg Beer, Brandy, ftrong Brine, Spu
of Wine, fet out In the open Air for three or four
Hours, freeze to folid Ice. I have tried to get the
Sun’s Refraction here to every Degree above the
Horizon, with Elfon’s Quadrant, but to no purpofe,
for the Spirits froze almoft as foon as brought into
open Air.

The Froft 1s never out of the Ground, how deep
we cannot be certain., We have dug down 10 or
12 Feet, and found the Earth hard frozen in the
two Summer Months 3 and what Moifture we find
five or fix Feet down, is white like Ice.

The Waters or RIV”""“ near the Sea, where the
Current of the Tide flows {trong, do not frcczc a-
bove g or 10 Feet deep.

All the Water we ufe for C f‘omru_, Brewing, (e,
is melted Snow and Ice; no Spring is yet foum  free
from freezing, though dug never fo deep down. All
Waters inland are frozen faft by the Beginning of
Oéiober, and continue {o till the Middle of May,

The Walls of the Houfe we live in are of Stone,
two Feet thick, the Windows very {mall, with
thick wooden Shutters, which are clom fhut 18
Hours every Day in the Winter. Thereare Cellass

Bbz under

sz e

it

~

e
T oo

e T s

A




o
i |
\.
o
B
i
i
g
M
§
]

(196)
under the Houfe, wherein we put our ?ines, Brandy,
ftrong Beer, Butter, Cheefe, &c. Four large Fires are
made in great Stoves, built on purpofe, every Day »
As foon as the Wood is burnt down to a Coal, the
Tops of the Chimneys are clofe ftopped with an
Iron Cover: This keeps the Heat within the Houfe
(though at the fame time the Smoke makes our
Heads ake, and is very offenfive and unwholfome) 3
notwithftanding which, in four or five Hours after
the Fire is out, the Infide of the Walls of our Houfe
and Bed-places will be two or three Inches thick
with Ice, which is every Morning cut away with a
Hatchet. Threeor four times a Day we make Iron
Shot of 24 Pounds Weight red-hot, and hangthem
up in the Windows of our Apartments. I have a
good Fire in my Room the major Part of the 24
Hours 3 yetall this will not preferve my Beer, Wine,
Tnk, &,k from freezing.

For our Winter Drefs we make ufe of three Pair
of Socks of coarfe Blanketing or Duffield for the
Feet, with a Pairof D:’er-ﬂ'z’n Shoes over them 3 two
Pair of thick Englib Stockings, and a Pair of Cloth
Stockings upon them ; Breeches lined with Flannel;
two or three Englifb Jackets, and a Fur or Leather
Gown over them; a large Beaver Cap, double,
come over the Face and Shoulders, and a Cloth of
Blankeiting under the Chin ; with Yarn Gloves, and
a’large Pair of Beaver Mittings hanging down from
the Shoulders before, to-put our Hands in, which
reach up as high as our Elbows; yet notwithftanding
this warm Cloathing, almoft every Day, fome of
the Men that ftir abroad, if any Wind blows from
the northward, are dreadfully frozen ; fome have
their Arms, Hands, and Face blifter’d and frozen in
a terrible manner, the Skin coming off foon after
they enter a warm Houfe, and fome have loft their
Toes. Now their lying-in for the Cure of thefe fro-
zen Parts, brings on the Scurvy in a lamentable

manner,
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manner. Many have died of it, and few are free
from that Diftemper. Ihave procured them all the
Helps I could, from the Diet this Country affords in
Winter, fuch as freth Fifh, Partridges, Broths, &.
and the Doors have ufed their utmoft Skill in vain;
for I find nothing will prevent that Diftemper from
being mortal, but Exercife and ftirring abroad.

Corone and Parbelia, commonly called Halo’s,
and Mock-Suns, appear frequently about the Sun
and Moon here. They are feen once or twice a
Week about the Sun, and once or twice a Month
about the Moon, for four or five Months in the
Winter, feveral Corone of different Diamcters ap-
pearing at the fame time.

I have feen five or fix parallel Corone concentric
with the Sun feveral times in the Winter, being for
the moft part very bright, and always attended with
Parbelia or Mock-Suns. The Parbelia are always ac-
companied with Corone, if the Weather isclear 3 and
continue for feveral Days together, from the Sun’s
Rifing to his Setting, Thefe Rings are of various
Colours, and about 40 or 50 Degrees in Diameter.

The frequent Appearance of thefe Phenomena in
this frozen Clime {eems to confirm Defcartes’s Hy-

othefis, who fuppofes them to proceed from Ice
fufpended in the Air.

The Aurora Borealis is much oftner feen here than
in England ; feldom a Night paffes in the Winter
free from their Appearance. They fhine with a fur-
prizing Brightnefs, extinguifthing all the Stars and Pla-
nets, and covering the whole Hemifphere: Their
tremulous Motion from all Parts, their Beauty and
Luftre, are much thefame as in the northern Parts
of Scotland, Denmark, &c.

The dreadful long Winters here may almoft be
compared to the Polar Parts, where the Abfence of
the Sun continues for fix Months ; the Air being
perpetually chilled and frozen by the northerly

' Winds
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Winds in Winter, and the cold Fogs and Mifts ob-
ftructing the Sun’s Beams in the fhort Summer we
have here 3 for notwithftanding the Snow and Ice is
then diflolved in the Low-lands and Plains, yet the
Mountains are perpetually covered with Snow, and
incredibly large Bodies of Ice continue in the adja-
cent Seas, If the Wind blows from the fouthern Parts,
the Airis tolerably warm, but infufferably cold when
1t comes from the northward, and it feldom blows
otherwife than between the north-eaft and the north-
weft, except in the two Summer Months, when we
have, for the major part, light Gales between the
eaft and the north, and Calms.

The northerly Winds being fo extremely cold, is
owing to the Neighbourhood of high Mountains,
whofe Tops are perpetually covered with Snow,
which exceedingly chills the Air paffing over them.
The Fogs and Milfls that are brought here from the
Polar Parts, in Winter, appear vifible to the naked
Eye in Icicles innumerable, as {mall as fine Hairs or
Threads, and pointed as fharp as Needles. Thefe
Icicles lodge in our Cloaths, and if our Faces or
Hands be uncovered, they prefently raife Blifters as
white as a Linnen Cloth, and as hard as Horn.
Yet if we immediately turn our Backs to the Wea-
ther, and can bear our Hand out of our Mitten, and
with it rub the bliftered Part for a fmall time, we
fometimes bring the Skin to its former State: If
not, we make the beft of our way to a Fire, and
get warm Water, wherewith we bathe it, and there-
by diffipate the Humours raifed by the frozen Air ;
otherwife the Skin would be off in a fhort time,
with much hot, ferous, watry Matter coming from
under along with the Skin; and this happens to
fome almoft every time they go abroad for five or
fix Months in the Wiater, fo extreme cold is the
Air when the Wind blows any thing ftrong.

Now
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Now I have obferved, that when it has been ex-
treme hard Froft by the Thermometer, and little
or no Wind that Day, the Cold has not ncar fo fen-
fibly affeted us, as when the Thermometer has
thewed much lefs freezing, having a brifk Gale of
northerly Wind at the fame time. This Difference
may perhaps be occaficned by thofe fharp-pointed
Icicles before-mentioned ftriking more forcibly in a
windy Day, than in calm Weather, thereby pene-
trating the naked Skin, or Parts buc thinly covered,
and caufing an acute Senfation of Pain or Cold : And
the fame Reafon, I think, will hold good in other
Places; for fhould the Wind blow northerly any
thing hard for many Days together in England, the
Icicles that would be brought from the Polar Parts
by the Continuance of {fucha Wind, though imper-
ceptible to the naked Eye, would more fenfibly af-
fect the naked Skin, or Parts but flightly covered,
than when the Thermometer has fhewn a greater
Degree of freezing, and.there has been little or no
Wind at the fame time.

It isnot a litle furprifing to many, that fuch ex-
treme Cold fhould be felt in thefe Parts of America,
more than in Places of the fame Latitude on the
Coaft of Norway; but the Difference I take to be
occafioned by the Wind blowing conftantly here, for
feven Months in the twelve, between the north-eaft
and north-welt; and paffing over a large Traét of
I.and, and exceeding high Mountains, {5¢. as before
mentioned: Whereas at Dranton in Norway, as 1
obferved fome Years ago in wintering there, the
Wind all the Winter comes from the north and
north north-weft, and croffes a great Part of the
Ocean clear of thofe large Bodies of Ice we find here
perpetually. At this Place we have conftantly every
Year nine Months Froft and Snow, and unfufferable
Cold from OcZober till the Beginning of May. In
the long Winter, as the Air becomes lefs ponderous
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towards the Polar Parts, and nearer to an Aquili-
brium, as it happens about one Day in a Week, we
then have Calms and light Airs all round the Com-

pals, continuing fometimes 24 Hours, and then back

toits old Place again, in the fame manner as it hap-
pens every Night in the Weft-Indies, near fome of
the Iflands.

The Snow that falls here is as fine as Duft, but
never any Hail, except at the Beginning and End
of Winter., Almoft every Full and Change of the
Moon, very hard Gales from the north.

The conftant Trade Winds in thefe northern
Parts I think undoubtedly to proceed from the fame
Principle, which our learned Dr. Halley conceives to
be the Caule of the Trade Winds near the Equator,
and their Variations.

“ Wind, fays he, is moft properly defined to be
¢ the Stream or Current of the Air; and where fuch
¢ Current is perpetual and fixed in its Courfe, it is
¢ neceffary, that it proceed from a permanent and
‘¢ unintermitting Caufe, capable of producing a like
¢¢ conftant Effect, and agreeable to the known Pre-
<¢ perties of Airand Water, and the Laws of Motion
“of fluid Bodies. Such-an one is, I conceive, the
¢ Action of the Sun’s Beams upon the Airand Wa-
‘¢ ter as he paffes every Day over the Oceans, confi-
“¢ dered together with the Nature of the Soil and Si-
¢ tuation of the adjoining Continents. I fay, there-
¢¢ fore, firft, That according to the Laws of Statics,
¢ the Air which is lefs rarefied or expanded by
¢ Heat, and confequently more ponderous, muft
¢ have a Motion towards thofe Parts thereof which
¢¢ are more rarefied, and lefs ponderous, to bring it
¢ to an Equilibrium, &c.”’

Now, that the cold denfe Air, by reafon of its
greater Gravity, continually prefles from the Polar
Parts towards the Equator, where the Air is more
rarefied, to prelerve an Zquilibrium or Balance of

the
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the Atmofphere, I think, is very evident from the
Wind in thofe frozen Regions blowing from the
north and north-weft, from the Beginning of Oc-
tober until May 3 for we find, that when the Sun, at
the Beginning of Fune, has warmed thofe Countrics
to the northward, then the fouth-eaft, eaft and va-
riable Winds continue till Offober again and I do
not doubt but the Trade Winds and hard Gales may
be found in the fouthern Polar Parts to blow to-
wards the Equator, when theSun is in the nofthern
Signs, from the fame Principle.

The Limit of thefe Winds from the Polar Parts,
towards the Equator, is feldom known to redch be-
yond the 30th Degree of Latitude ; and the nearer
they approach to that Limit, the thorter is the Con-
tinuance of thofe Winds. In New-England it blows
from the north near four Months in the Winter 3
at Canada, about five Months ; at the Danes’s Set-
tlement in Streights Davis, in the 63d Degree of La-
titude, near feven Months ; on the Coaft of Nor-
way, in 64, not above 5 Months and a half, by rea-
fon of blowing over a great Part of the Ocean, as
was before-mentioned ; for thofe northerly Winds
continue a longer or fhorter Space of time, accord-
ing to the Air’s being more or lefs rarefied, which
may very probably be altered feveral Degrees, by
the Nature of the Soil, and the Situation of the
adjoining Continents.

The vaft Bodies of Ice we meet with in our Paffage
from England to Hudfon’s Bay, are very {urprifing,
not only as to their Number, but Magnitude. Itis
in truth unaccountable how they are formed of fo
great a Bulk, fome of them being immerfed 100 Fa-
thom or more under the Surface of the Ocean ; and
a fifth or fixth Part above, and three or four Miles
in Circumference. Some hundreds of thefe we
fometimes fee in our Voyage here, all in fight at

Cc once,
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once, if the Weather is clear.. Some of them are
frequently feen on the Coafts and Banks of New-

foundlond and New-England, though much dimi-

nifhed,

When I have been becalmed in Hudforn’s Streights
for three or four Tides together, I have taken my
Boat, and laid clofe to the Sl(‘C of one of them,
founded, and found roo Fathom Water all round it.
The Tide floweth here above four Fathom ; and I
have obferved, by Marks upon a Body of Ice, the
Tide to rife and fall that Difference, which was a
Certainty of its beingaground, Likewife in a Har-
bour in the Iiland of Refolution, where I continued
four Days, three of thefe Ifles of Ice (as we call them)
came aground. I founded along by the Side of one
of them, quite round it, and fovnd g’ Fathom Wa-
ter, and the Height above the oUulCL but. ten
Yards 3 another was 28 Fathom under, and the
perpendicular Height but nine Yards above the
‘Water,

I can in no other manner account for the Aggre-
gation of fuch large Bodies of Ice but this: All a-
long the Coafts of St eights Davis, both Sides of
Baffi’s Bay, Hudfon’s Streights, /]&;/7'60//7.) or Labra-
dore, the Land is very ‘n'*.l and bold, .’hxd 100 Fa-
thoms, or more, clofeto the Shore. Thefe Shores
have many Inlets or Fuirs, the Cavities of which are
filled up with Ice and Snow, by the almoft pe rpe-
tval Winters there, and Hu;m to the Ground, in-
creafing for four, five, or feven Years, till a kind
of Deluge or Land-flood, which rommo')ly 1appens
in that Space of time throughout thofe Parts, breaks
them ‘oo»c, and launches them into the Streights or
()Lmn, where they are driven about by the variable
Winds and Currents in the Months of Fuze, july,
and Augwft, rather increaling than diminifhing in
Bulk, b(..m;) furrounded  (excepr in four or Fu

Points
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Points of the Compafs) with fmaller Ice for miny
hundred Leagues, and Land covered all the Year
with ‘Snow, the Weather being extreme cold, for
the moft part, in thole Summer Months, The
fmaller Ice that almoft fills the Streights and Bays,
and covers many Leagues out into the Ocean along
the Coaft, is from four to ten Fathom thick, and
chills the Air to that Degree, rthat there 1s a con=
ftant Increafe to the large Ifles by the Sea’s wafhing
againft them, and the perpetual wet Fogs, like {inall
Rain, freezing as they fettle upon the Ices and their
being fo deeply immerfed under Water, and fucha
{mall Part above, preventsthe Wind’s having much
Power to move them : For though it blows from the
north-weft Quarter near nine Months in twelve, and
confequently thofe Ifles are driven towards a warmer
Climate, yet the progreffive Motion is fo flow,
that it muft take up many Years before they can
get five or fix hundred Leagues to the fouthward
I am of Opinion fome hundreds of Years are re-
quir’d ; for they cannot, I think, diffolve before
they come between the soth and 4oth Degree of
Latitude, where the Heat of the Sun confuming the
upper Parts, they lighten and wafte in Time: Yet
there is a perpetual Supply from the northern Parts,
which will fo continne as long as it pleafes the
AvuTnor of all Beings to keep things in their pre-
fent State,

Obfervations of the Longitude, Latitude, and the De-
clination of the Magnetic Needle, 4/ Prince of
‘Wales’s Fort, Churchill River,

Having obferved the apparent)h. /|
Time of an Emerfion of Fupiter’s firtt ]
Satellite ac Fort Churchill, on Saturday {** 93
the 20th of March lalt 1741-2, at

Ce2
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Ifind the fame Emerfion happenedyh, 7 &
at London, by Mr. Pound’s Tables,com-
pared with fome Emerfions actvally 318 15 10
obferved in England near the fame
Time at, o

Iz

Whence the horary Difference of
Meridians, between Fort Churchill¢ 6 19 20
and London, comesout =- < =~
Which converted into Degrees of
the Equator, gives for the Diftance g 94° 56
of the fame Meridians - - - -

‘Wherefore, fince the Time at London was later in
Denomination than that at Churchill, it follows that,
according to this Obfervation, Churchill is g4 De-
grees 50 Minutes in Longitude weft of London,

I took feveral other Obfervations, which agreed
one with another to lefs than a Minute, but this I
look upon as the moft diftinét and beft.

‘The Obfervation was made with a good 15 Foot
refracting Telefcope, and a two Foot RefleGtor of
Gregory’s Kind, having a good Watch of Mr. Gra-
han’s that 1 could depend upon ; for I have frequent
Opportunities of difcovering how much its Variation
amounted to, and conftantly found its daily Devia-
tion or Error to be 15 Seconds too flow 5 by which
means It was as ufeful to me for all Purpofes, as if
it had gone moft conftantly true without any Change.
This Watch T kept in my Fob in the Day, and in

ed in the Night, to preferve it from the Severity
of the Weather ; for I obferved, that all other
Watches were {poiled by the extreme Cold.

I Rave found, from repeated Obfervations, -a Me-
thod of obtaining the true Time of the Day at Sea,
by taking eight or ten different Alticudes of the Sun
or Stars, when ncar the Prime Vertical, by Mr.
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Smith’s or Mr. Hadley’s Quadrant, which I have
practifed thefe three or four Years paft, and never
found from the Calcvlations, . that they differed one
from another more than 10 or 15 Seconds of Time.
This Certainty of the true Time at Sea is of greater
Ufe in the Practice of Navigation, than may appear
at firft Sight ; for you thereby not only get the Va-
riation of the Compafs without the help of Alti-
tudes, but likewife the Variation of the Needle from
the true Meridian, every time the Sun or Star is
feen to tranfit the fame, Alfo having the true Time
of Day or Night, you may be fure of the Meridian
Altitude of the Sun or Star, if you get a Sight 15 or
20 Minutes before or after it pafies the Meridian 3
and the Latitude may be obtained to lefs than five
Minutes: With feveral other Ufes in aftronomical
Obfervations 3 as the Refraction of the Atmofphere,
and to allow for it, by getting the Sun’s apparent
Rifing and Setting, which any body is capable of
doing,and from thence you will have the Refraction.

If we had fuch a Telefcope contrived as Mr. Smith
recommends to be ufed on Shipboard at Sea, now
we can have an exa& Knewledge of the true Time of
the Day or Night from the above Inftruments and
agood Watch, we fthould probably be able to obferve
the Eclipfes of the firft Sazellite of Fupiter, or any
other Phenomenon of the like Kind, and thereby
find the Diftance of Meridians, or Longitude at
Sea.

The Variation of the Magnetic Needle, or Sea-
Compafs, obferved by me at Churchillin 1725, (as
in N°. 393 of the Philofophical Tranfactions for the
Months of Marchand April 1726.) wasat that time
north 21 Degrees wefterly, and this Winter I have
carefully obferved it at the fame Place, and find it
no more than 17 Degrees, {o that it has differed
about one Degree in four Years ; forin 1738, I

ob-
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ferved it here, and found its Declination 18 De-=
grees welterly. I have carefully obferved, and made
proper Allowance for the Sun’s Declination and
Refraction, and find the Latitude here to be 58
Degrees 56 Minutes north : But in moft Parts of
the World, where the Latitudes are fixed by Sea-
men, they are for the moft part falfly laid down,
for want of having regard to the Variation of the
Sun’s Declination, which, computed at a diftant
Meridian, when the Sun is near the Equator, may
make a great Error in the Sun’s rifing and fecting
Azimuths, &c.

Thefe things I thought proper to take notice of,
as they may be of Service to Navigators, and the
Curious in natural Inquiries,

N —

The foregoing Relation having been given by Capt. Middle-
ton to the late worthy Prefident of the Royar Sociery, Sir
Hans S8loane, Bart. he was pleafed to communicate the fame to
the SocieTy, and at the fame time, as the Hurviving Truftee
of the late Sir Godfrey Copley, to nominate Capt. Middleton to
receive this Year the Prize Medal, given annually by the
RoyaL SocieTy, in confequence of Sir Godfrey’s Benefaétion ;
and the fame was accordiugly prefented to the Captain on St.
Andreav’s Day laft, 1742,

Several
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Several ABBREVIATIONS which are made

Ule ofin the following Logg Journal explained.

L. W. at the Top of Col. 2. ftands for Lee Way, *

where the Numbers exprefs Degrees.
H. at the Top of Col. 3. ftands for Hours.
K. at the Top of Col. 4. ftands for Knots.

F. at the Top of Col. 5. ftands for Furlongs, or the {«

eighth Part of a Mile.
Sd. Sounded.
Sqs. Squalls.
A. M. Ante Meridiem, or inthe Morning.
P. M. Poft Meridiem, or in the Evening.
F. T.S. Fore Top Sail.
M. T. S. Main Top Sail.

X. Longit. Difference of Longitude,
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Thurfday,
Julyz ,1742.

Obf. Lat.
€o’. 00

Lat.byAc.
00°. 4.

‘Wind, Weather, and Remarks as above.
¥5°. E, Diftance 89 Miles.
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‘Winds.
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TRANSACTIONS,

'N.E. by N.

S./S. E;

S.E.byS.

Departure 21, g Miles. !
And therefore D9, River bore off at Noop, 5. 15°, W, 30 Leagues 1 Mile,

Light Airs, variable and moderate fair Weather,

Ditto hazy. Made Signal to weigh.

Ditto hove fhort. All clear for Sea. At half paft eight weighed.
At nine got out of the Harbour of Churchill River.

Sent the Boat on Shore with the Packet for Home,
our Boat and Tender,

Braced to for

Put a Cable and one of the Tender’s Anchors on Board of her,
which we had borrowed for Mooring, two of our own being broken.

At 11 our Boat returned on Board. The New Fort bore S. W.
Dift. 3 Leag. Sounded 17 Fathoms., At 1 bore away, the Tender
in Company.

At 2 Do. Fort bore S, W, by W, Dift, 4 Leagues.

Sounded 20, 15, and 24 Fathoms.

At g founded 25, 26 Fathoms, Set the Forefail.

Sounded, no Ground at 4o Fathoms. Set Top-gallant-fail. Saw

feveral Pieces of Ice,

Hazy Weather.

Longitude 3
from Lon- i
don, Q4°.

197 W

X. Longi-
tude from
Churchill,
e°% 43/ Es

Variation,
N.18°. W,

Our Courfe made from Churchi/l Harbour’s Mouth, including the Bearing and Diftance as above, is N,



Revaria

Lle Obfervations on Board bis Majefty’s Ship Furnace, fiom Churchill fowards Ne Ultra on a Difeovery.

\

K. F.| Coufe. | Winds. TRANSACTIONSS, & Longitude
{ from Lon-

2{ (| 1N.E. by N.| S.byE." Shortned Sail for Tender, don §2°.
! 42’ W

4l 5 Ditto hazy,

Sounded ‘63 Fathoms,

Frefh Gales and hazy.

Shortned Sail for the Tender.

Obf. Lat. Sounded 43 Fathoms rocky., Inone Reef F, T. 5.
62°. 04,

54 Fathoms to 50, Set Fore-fail,

Sounded 46 to 42 Fathoms.

At 5 made 4 Iflands in Latitude 61°, 4o, the Weftermoft N, W, by N. the Ealter-
moft N. W. by N. Diftance 3 Leagues. Sounded 27 Fathoms,
| 3 Sounded 43 Fathoms, fticking Ground,

6
6 Sounded 43 Fathoms, foft Ground,

Latitude
by Acc.
62°. ol’. '

Variation
N.z1o. W.

4| E.byN. | S.byE. ! Sounded 45 Fathoms, Up Fore-fail,

Wind, Weather and Remarks as above, Our Comrle made, allowing for Lee Way and Variation, is N. 20°. E. Dift. 128 Miles, Depart, 45,7 Miles. At 5 this
Morning made 3 Iflands, diftant from us about thtee Leagues ; being hazy, and the Wind on the Shore, we could not comie any nédrer, nor fee the Main Land,

At Noon Churchill River's Mouth bore off us §.21°, W, Diftant-65 beagues,

ooy Lo
e <




Since laft Noon ‘Wind and Weather for the moft part variable, with wet Foggs.
dian of Landon 1°. 40’ Tt is very probable that this Ifland is what Fox calls Braok Cobbam.

It lies near N, W. and 8. E. by Compafs lengthwile,

and good Sounding.

46 Miles, Depart, 27 Miles.
At Noon Churchill River bore fiom us S, 24« W, Dift, 83 Leagues,

At 8 this Morming made an Ifland in Latit. 63
It is about 8 Leagues long, and 3 Leagues broad.

Much Snow on it,

My Coutfe, Lee-way and Vanation allow’d, is N, 36°

@, 0o’. N. and Longit. from the Meri=
Here it is pretty bold
. E. Diftance

e T B orir i i g Seomges SRR S Shorel, AR Wl S SR IR PR S TS i, S e
Saturday L.W. H.K.|F. Courfe, Winds. T RA'N-S'A €T FOINS, &e. Longitude
R I | R NS, S B, [ Moy, oo, 1
v e e s [’ 0”. () 19,
11 [4f 2] 6 E.N. E. SR Ditto founded 4 5 Fathoms. 43 . W.
g |6l 2 Wet foggy Weather, Bore down to the Tender N, N. E, 2 Miles, Sounded 52 Fa-
e thoms. Fired 1 Gun,
e | 8l 2| ¢ B pars, | 5 BYE Bore down two Glaffes to ditto. Fired 6 Guns.
b __._’ | A R [0 Y Foggy. -Sounded 56 Fathoms. A great Swell from Southward,
15 [to] 1] 5| E.by N.IS.E.byS. Light Airs, Wet Fogg. 4 Guns. Sounded 44 Fathoms. X. Longi«
| e s tude 3°.
Ob{, Lat. 1§ |12 1| 2 N.E.b.E.J E[ S Sounded 4.3 Fathoms, Soft Clay. 2 Guns for thie Tenders 17'. E.
620' 4'7' 22 _——-"N- E. by N. ~ .
e ) W i i Al.Calm. At 1 tack’d. Sounded 43 Fathoms. 3 Guns forditto. 30 Fathoms. 4 more Guns for
s | e Pl keeping in Company.
= 8 2| |S. E. by S.IN.E.byN 23
j ] ') % N.E.byN. 4 Guns thefe 2 Hours for the Tender, Sounded from 43 to 49 Fathoms, o
8 | 6] 4 3| Ditto Ditto 1 Gun for ditto. At half an Hour paft ¢ tack’d, Frefh Gales. ==
8 | 8] 6] 4/ N. by E.|E. by N. At 6 faw Land, beingan Ifland from N. by E. to E. by N.
it lrol ¢ | N.N.E R A frefh Gale. The E. End of the faid Ifland bore N. E. the W. End N. by W. the
S 1 I - e 4 neareft Diftance 4 Leagues, At 10 tack’d, 14 Fathoms. Stony Ground g or 6 Miles off -
Laut. )\, e e e e = the faid Ifland. ol
A SRe o ’ e fizf 1f 355, E. 3 E. At Noon the Eaftmoft Point of the faid Ifland bore E. the Weftmoft Point N. by E. Ya”a“m}'
41 . ———lriasi=— the neareft Point N. N. E. 5 Miles diftant. N.25°.W,




Regrariable Obferovations on Board bis Mejefly's Ship Furnace, from Churchill toawards Ne Ultra on a Difcovery.

v [E s Kol Conife, VWinds.

‘Sunday,

TRASACTIONS &

u! th,
.] Yy 44 Almoft cz2lm.

N. E.byE.

Calm.

W. N.W,

Obf. Lat

62°. 5 8.

N. N.W.

Fair Weather,

ra‘-{h'w‘w’lp

X
E. L

Ditto Weather,

S.E.by E

2.
2
—6‘
5
1

Latit. by
Acc. 63°.
1027,

28

————

E. by N. |N. by E.

_
™~

| = 1o

|+ | o

|

Sounded 3¢ Fathoms,
Northmoft Point N. by W. diftant 8 or.g Leagues.

At 8 founded 33, 35, 40 Fathoms, ditto Ground,

Out 1 Reef of the Top-fail.
S. W. ‘7 or 8 Leagues.

A fine Gale and fmooth Water,

E. NN B Ditto fair and pleafant.

Cloudy hazy Weather.

At half paft 12 founded 29, 31, 34 Fathoms, At 2 the E. End of

Brook Cabham bore N. E. by E. Dift, 4 or 5 Leagues.
At 4 the S. End of ditto bore N. E, half E, Dift. 5 Leagues. Sold dead Mens Clothes,

At 6 the E. End of ditto bore N. E. 7 or 8 Miles diftant. 'The
Sounded 30 Fathoms, foft Ground.

Light Airs and {mooth Water,

Sounded 40 Fathoms, ditto Ground.

Sounded 45, 46 Fathoms. At 12 the Ifland bore W.

Set the Fore-fail and Stay-fails.
Sounded 54, 55 Fathoms Water.

Sounded 52, 60 Fathoms,
At half paft five fet Main-fail, Sounded 60 Fathoms,
At 7 up Main-fail for the Tender, Sounded 75, 74 Fathoms,

Bore down to the Tender § Glafles,

A {mall Breeze, and clear Weather,

Longitude
from Lon~
don 8a°.

55 W

X. Longi-
tude §°.
o5”. E.

Variation
obf.
N.27°.W.

“"We have had chiefly light Gales, and variable Weather, Our Courfe, Lee-way and Variation allowed, is E, 20°, N, Dift, 54 Miles, Depart, 51 Miles,

At Noon Churchill River's Mouth bore S. 33°. W, Dift. 95 Leagues,




Monday,
July gth.

Obf. Lat.
B3% 14"

Latit by

Acc. 65'-’.

14’

Remarkable OLJerDations o5 Boara wi ey ===

L.W. H.K.F.l Courfe. ‘Winds.

22 | 2| 1| 3|e. by n. |N. by E.

22 :-—I-—E NBa) v

22 7——4.13.3-5- N. N. E

23 | 8 l_

28 x—o—;_é N.w‘byW- N. E. b)'N.

28 :—2_6

28 —2_2 6N.b.W.{«T\

22 4_1__7&'.[))/ W. |n. E. byE.

28 _(—1.—: e
i e e

22 | 8| 1| 6|n.b.w.zw

T-l—o—j_x.w.byx.

Ste

| N. by E. 5 Leagues,

BTN b i — R N T e s P ae et et A . SAELNNMEC. S x IVIAL

TRANSACTIONS, &
Light Airs, and fair Weather.

Ditto. Sounded 80 Fathoms,

Almoft calm. Sounded 8o Fathoms.

A freth Gale, and Squalls, In x Reef of the Top-fail, At half paft 8 tack’d.
Handed Fore-top-fail,

1 Gun,

Hazy. Set Fore-top-fail, Sounded 75 Fathoms, A great Sea from the Eaftward,

Ditto Weather. Sounded 75 Fathoms,
Sounded 75 Fathoms.

At 3 faw a Head-land on the N. Side of the #7ellcome. Bore N. W, by N, 7 or 8
Leagues difftant. Sounded 70 Fathoms, Out all Reefs, Set fmall Sails,

“Little Wind and hazy. At 5 founded 70 Fathoms.
Sounded 72 Fathoms,

Little Wind. Sounded 60, 43 Fathoms,

The Weftmoft Part of do. Land in Sight N. W, by W, 6 or 7 Leagues. The Eaftmoft
Sounded 42, 35 Fathoms,

Longitude
from Losn-
don, 9o°.
50'. W.

Dit. from
Churchill
River 4°.
10", E.

(5)

Variation
obferved
N.30°.W.

Wind, &, as before. Our Courfe, allowing for Lee-way and Variation, is W. 33°. N. Dift. 30 Miles, Depart, 25 Miles. Off the Head-land I tried the Tide few

veral Times, and found it 2 Miles an Hour from N. E. by E. by Compafs, one Day before the Full Moon.

ftop’d any where to go on Shore. Sounded 23 Fathoms, 3 Leagues off Shore.

Should have fent my Boat a~fhore here, but find it is coming foggy.

an Latitude 63°. 20'. N.  Longit. from London 91°. 0o’. W. or 4°. E. from Churchill,
At Noon Churchill River's Mouth bore S, 25° W, Dift, 94 Leagues,

I take it to be the Flood from the Eaftward, but have not
This Head-land is




Tuefday,
] ll]y 651‘0

Lat. obf.
63°. 16,

Latit. by
Acc. 63°.
16",

Since laft Noon light Airs and variable Weather, Our Courfe made, with the above Allowance, is E. 5°
Clofe in with the before-mentigned Head-land I found the Tide run two Miles an Hour

LW,

'Kl

Winds.

Remarkable Obferwations on Board bis Majefly's Ship Furnace, from Churchill River towards Ne Ultra.
F.' Coutfe.

TRANSACTIONS, &

iz

11

11

————

2

Variation as per Margin,
By the flack Tide, from feveral Tryals, I found it to flow near W, or W, by N. having a full Moon this Day,

At Noon Churchill River bore S. 31°, W, Dift. 99 Leagues,

S Frre-~

, .ol IH.‘K’. '.l-‘.

1

—

4{§.w.by N.

r——

N.B.by N.

|
!y
N.i.b.E.IE

N.E.by E

o 4
B AN

E. by n.

OIA'w’mlwlc\,

, Corrrfe.

Moderate Weather, Sounded 42, 40, 42, 38, 38, 35, 38, 35 Fathoms.

Ditto. At half paft 2 tack’d. At half paft 3 tack’d. The Eaflmoft Part of the
Headland in Sight N. by E, The Weftmoft W, by S. neareft Dift. 4 or § Leagues.

Working along Shore, the Flood from the N. E. by N. and Ebb from S, W, by S,
Sounded 23, 33 Fathoms,

Sounded 32 Fathoms. The Ifland of Brook Cobbam is in Sight, and bears W, by S,
9 Leagues.  Set up Top-gallant-fails.

At 10 the Eaftmoft Part of the Head-land in Sight bore N. W. 4 or 5 Leagues,

At 11 imr with the Small-fails. Sounded 6o Fathoms, Moderate and clear.

Moderate-and hazys Sounded 73 Fathoms,

Ditto Weather. At 4 {founded 78 Fathoms,

At 5 tack’d, Sounded 78, 70 Fathoms, Lowered the fmall Boat, and tried the Tide,
which fet N. N. E. Two Fathoms at 6.

At half paft 7 tack’d: Sounded 70 Fathoms, At 8 the Eaftmoft Part of the above
Head-land W, N, W, half N. Dift. 8 or 9 Leagues.

Almoft calm.

Hazy, Set the Top-gallant-fails, unbent the Jibb, and altered the Foot to make it
ftand, being too deep by Leach ; and fcrap’d the Six-oar’d Boat.

Longitude
from Los
don 990.

44'. Wi,

X, Longit,
5%. 165 Eq

Var. obf.
N.30°. W,

. N. Dift. 31 Miles, Depart. 30 Miles, Lat. Longit. and
fiom the N, E. by E, which I take to be the Flood,
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Remarkable Obferwvations on ‘.Lavara 07 573 AVEGjejiy S ST s G .
Wednef- L.W. H. K. /F. ’ Courfe. , ‘Winds. T'R.ANSACTILONS, . Longitude
day, ]| UIY =¥y Variable hazy Weather. Shortened Sail for the Tender, : from Lon- g
the 7th 11 2| 2 N. E N. N. W. do’z 880. 1
. - . l
7 Ditto, Sounded 65 Fathoms, 38". W.
] 4 2|N. N. E. [W.N.W.
oo I i itto, and wet and foggy. Sounded 60 Fathoms,
5 | € 3] ale- bys. [v.E.by . Ditto, and wet and foggy |
9t ? _3 Y Ditto, foggy. Sounded from 70 to 75 Fathoms.
3%, Ditto, fi Sounded 70 Fathoms, I Gun, Tack'd, Sounded 68 Fathoms
1 i oggy. Sounded 70 ' ‘ . ' . =
g o] 2| §|E by s.%s. » foggy 7 X. Longi:
8 | 2| 2| 4|v. by w. [v.E. by E. Ditto, foggy. Sounded 70 Fathoms, ;“"}C}g" .
2 At half paft 1 tack’d. 1 Gun. Sounded 6o Fathoms,
§ % —1 N E. N. E p =
12 | 4| 2| 6/s.E. by £.|~.E. by E. Hazy. Cleared up a little, Shortened Sail for the Tender. Sounded 78, 76, 73 Fathonts, ~
e e : ~
12 | 6 &} 2| & s %, N. B Ditto, hazy. Soft fticking Ground. 72, 70 Fathoms,
) 3 & 1| 6 Ditto. 71, 73 Fathoms, Soft Ground,
11 {IC] 2| 4 E. N. N BE. Ditto, hazy, Sounded 835, 9o Fathoms.
Latit. by | — |—]—|— h =
Acc. 63°. 11 fi2) x| ¢| E. by N || n. by E. Ditto. Sounded go Fathoms, Hazy light Airs, "Wind, Variation
:‘I'\,l' — ——— | — i\[n3 lO-W.

o

Very foggy Weather for the moft Part, with light Gales. Our Conrfe made, allowing for Lee-way and Variation, is E. 38°. N. Dift, 48 Miles, Depart. 30 M'IIC'!-
I have tried the Tides feveral Times fince I was in Shore off Brdok Cobbam, and find little or none., This may be owing to the Diftance from the Land, as we find it in
other Places. Thave feen no Whales, nor large Fifh of any Sort as yet, except one white Whale, no bigger than a Grampus, and four or five Seales,

At Noon Churchill River bore S, 32°, W, Dift, 110 Leagues,




Thurfday,
July 8th,

Latit. obf,
63°. 55’

Latit. by
Acc. 64°.

/

oq’.

e e e e S

— SR s« ~ ey e
o e L Sl : -

Remarkable Orfr/?rmnt/'om on Board bis Majefly’s Skip Furnace, fi-om Churchill 2owvards Ne Ultra,

T w20 w

LW. H. /K. F.| Courfe. Winds, TRANSACTIONS, e
§ |2l 115]e. N 8 N. Hazy, Little Wind, Sounded g2 Fathoms, Soft.
s | 4 2! o N. N. W. Ditto, Sounded 9o Fathoms,
—_— -——-'—'
5 4 3! g.b.onin] N, by E Saw a large Ledge of Ice to the Northward of us. Sounded 82, 83 Fathoms,
518 2 ¢ Ditto, and hazy. Sounded 82 Fathoms, foft Ground.
s 1o -2 E.by ~ N. Ditto, Sounded 84 Fathoms. Ditto Ground,
5 :_ o E. by s. [v.e.by n Ditto, Sounded 83, 88 Fathoms, Tack’d at 12,
5|20 6IN. by W. |x.e.by & Light Airs, Sounded 8o Fathoms to 74.
o I —l Almoft calm. Saw the N. Side of the #ellcome, and much Ice in Shore. The near-
I ir ] I eft Part of the Land N, W, about 7 or 8 Leagues,
6 Calm.
8 ditto. Tryed the Tide ; it fet E, N, E, 2 Fathoms,
10 ditto.
— e Light Air. Hazy, Exercifed our fmall Arms. The Weftmoft Land on the N. Side
12= 4 i N. W. The neareft Diftance 7 or 8 Leagues. Sounded at Noon 57 Fathoms.
————,

Longitude
from Lon-
don 88°,
€0« Wa,

X Longit.
79,00 By

Variation
| obf, 34°.
W

Have had for the moft part little Wind, Weather hazy with Calms, and much Ice all to the Northward of us, clofe in Shore for feveral Leaguesoff, Our Courfe, ale

lowing Lee-way and Variation, is N. 32°, E. Dift. 30 Miles.

Depart. 16, 7 Miles.

At Noon Churchill River bore S, 35°. W, Dift, 120 Leagues, Sailing 5 Leagues off Shore, which lyeth E, by N, in 38 Fathoms,

e e ——— i
Tty och.

PSR ———— R

(8)




Friday, L.W. H. K. |F. Courfc._ Winds. T-RANSACTIONS, &, Longitude
July 9th' S o oF —s.z. by N. W. N. W. Sailingalong a Ledge of Ice. Sounded 72 Fathoms. from- Loxn-
2 - *| Sie.by s Altered our Courfe for Ice. 1 Gun. Shortened Sail. ‘1”";, 86°.
i e 34 W.
! 4| 2 Sounded 38 Fathoms, in Sight of the North Shore.
’ 6l 2| - Made Sail. The Tender came up with us, Sounded 43 Fathoms to t4. The Weft-
o L [ e moft Land in Sight from W. N, W. to N, E., by E. the neareft 7 Leagues.
| gl 2 ; s.w. by w. Paffed {everal Pieces of Ice, 1 Gun to alter Courfe. Set Top-gallant-fail, Fair but hazy.
|
ol 3| ¢ At 9 founded 8o Fathoms, X. Longi-
| ol 1
‘ tude from
Obf Lot Lo T 3
64°. ¢ 1" 12| 3 Churchill,
v gl | AT O S R. §°. ;6.
‘ ot At 4 s.w. by w. Much Ice a-head, 1In Sight of the North Shore. E.
et e | S —~
' i g. by s Paffed much fhatter’d Ice. Sounded 68 Fathoms. Saw the E. Side of the Pelcome O
| RN S. by E. to N, E. by E. the neareft Diftance four Leagues. Low even Land. The Wefl
"' o Side bore at the fame Time from W, N. W, to N. in Sight, the neareft Diftance 7 or 8 e
| 6] 3 Leagucs. The Welcome 1s 11 or 12 Leagues broad here.
: | 8 3 . E. 7 B Sounded 44, 45,455 475 37> 35> 375 40, 44 Fathoms.
I Lol 2| 2! n.E. by n " Entered a large Ledge of Ice, failing amoengft it. Very hazy, At 12 thick Fogg, Laid
i S8 ey ) to for the Tender. Fired 1 Gun. Sounded 74 Fathoms.
Lat.by Ac. 12 21 ; by 1 At 12 the Tender came up with us, Continued lying to till the Weather clear’d up, I Variation,
(’J.},(. S')'. ol | = | t | T.34.°.VV.

‘Winds, Weather, &c, as por Logg.
along both Shores at 2

or 3 Leagues Diftance.

the Height of the Tides, The Wellcome full of Ice from Side to Side,
At Noon Churehill River bore S, 367, W, Dift, 136 Leagucs,

Our Courfe fail’d, allowing Variation, &e¢. is N. 26°. E. Dift. 62 Miles, Depart. 37 Miles. We find very good Soundings all
Little or no Tide here on the'S, Shore. Buing fat jamm’d upin Ice, we have no Opportunity of getiing on Shore to try
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Remarksble Obferevations on Board bis Majefly’s Ship Furnace, on @ Difcowery in North America.
Saturday | L.W. [H. K.TF.| Couwfe. | Winds, T'RAN S ACTEQONS, & Longitude
July 10. —_— e SAE= - — = from Lon-
L 2| | ’ Up S. E. by S. off E. S, E. Weather foggy. At half paft 1 the Fogg clear’d up a 1 don 86°
| little, Madefail towards the N, Shore amongft failing Ice. Much Ice all round 2 ;
D v R e ; s s 10, W.
5 ‘ Ty s At 2 founded 65 Fathorns. ‘Pried the Tide. /Set N, E. by E, 1 Mile and Hour, .At4
‘ ooty yatitt gl madde Signal to grapple to the Ice, Fired 2 Guns,
i 2 ‘ & At 5 grappled both Ship and Tender to one large Piece, to keep off from the Lee Shore,
the Wind blowing on the South Side,
At 8 let the Land on both Sides of the 77:llcome; the E. Shore or South, from S. S. E.
3 x| 5 round to N, E, by E. the W, or N. Shore from W. to N. the neareft Dift. 6 or 7 Leagues.
e The S. Sidé dift. ¢ Leagues. Filled all our empty Cafks with frefh Water, gathered from
- off the Ice we were grappled to.
Obf. Lat, [ 2 Some Rain, and foggy. Sounded 58 Fathoms, X {.one
65°. 0o’ | ——|—|—|- - il
: 2 Fair but hazy, A firefh Gale at S. W, by S. driving all the Ice we came through upon “,O“l e .
| us, joined 2ll faft to both Shores. Sopnded §6 Fathomns, Churchill -
R. 8. Q
4 At 4 founded 46, 45 Fathoms. . cal B. -~ Gae
6 At 5 founded 49 Fathoms. At 6 founded g1 Fathoms, Frefh Galesand hazy,
5 49 5 Y
8 At § got down Top-gallant Yards. Sounded 50 Fathoms,
e s.w.bys ; Sounded 53 Fathoms. Ditto hazy, and freth Gales,
Latitude | o] —|—|—
byoAcc., 12 Sounded g5 Fathoms. Variation
65°. 01", | em—t || _ N.36°.W.
. 'Have bad for the moft Part hazy and foggy Weather, Inclofed among much heavy Ice. We are ufing Means to prevent being forc’d on Shore, by making faft to the
}zlnge& Piece we have been able to come at, and thereby hinder our feparating, By frequent Tryals with the Current Logg, I cannot perceive either Flood or Ebb to run
}fre on the South Side, Our Way made by driving in the Ice with the Wind, allowing Variation, is N, E. about 15 Miles. Our Latit. and Longit. as above. So hazy
tEaat we cannot fee the Weft Shore. The Eaft Shore is from S. by W. to N. by E. in Sight.  We drive E. N. E. by Compafs, and are not above 3 Leagues from the
£aftern Shore, but hope the Ice will fill between vs and it, to prevent our being on the Shore ; for we are ot ablg to hclP ourfelves, till the Wind fhifts or falls calm,
» ’ w
: = - - < > ™ Vo - g’ e - - — 2 2 =,.L_J,"1 -~ .

Sarrretoiso.
T izl x & 4

Ve e s ———
/S £ e f e e I —
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Remarla&h 0 _/Env'dwn:r o Bt;ard brs Majz/ty“}mohf;pt}'uvr: ::'ch,wo: Nug(uus;}";rfn\;,l;.':i.:::..::u{; RS R m:
Sunday, L.W. H.'K.'F.; Courfe. Winds, TRANSACTIONS, & Longitude
July 11 T j i The Current fet N. E. by E, 4 Fathoms. Sounded 47. At 2 founded g4 Fathoms. f/romq Lon-
on 5g°
¢ g
: Sounded 47, 45 Fathoms, 45°. W.
&1
7 & S 5.5 W A frefh Gale, and hazy at 4.,
Q S. W. Ditto hazy. Sounded 48, 44 Fathoms,
(o Ditto Sounded 44, 45 Fathoms. Continued driving in on the S, Shore, Foggys X. Longe.
==l W=, ) from
Lat. obf. 12 Ditto Sounded 46, 44 Fathoms, A wet Fogg, Ghurckill
08 11, =1 R qo°.
2 Ditto. Foggy. Sounded 43, 42, ftony and rocky Ground, 05’_ E.
—~~
4 A thick wet Foggand Rain, Sotnded 43 Fathoms, :
6 Wet Fogg. Sounded 43, 40 Fathoms, rocky and ftony,. 7
8 A very thick Fogg and Rain, At 7 founded 38 Fathoms. Tide fets N.N.E. 4 Fathonts.
10 } At 10 the Tide fet E. 6 Fathoms, Sounded 28 Fathoms. At fame Time cleared up a
=13 | -z little. Found ourfelves within 2 Miles of the S. Shore. It pleafed God that it came calm,
-f and the Ice opened as ufually it does. We warp’d off from the Shore, by carrying out s
I atit h [ 2 P y P ¥ o .
R ._y | 5 Warps and Grapplings over the Ice, faftening the Grapplings to a Piece of Jee. The | V ariation.
Ace, dit, Nl —|— Tender did the fame: N.36°. W,

Have had frefh Gales and Calms by Turns; with Rain and wet Foggs. Muich Tce in the Wellcomie all rodnd, and from Side to Side; and for ten Leagues to r‘\: Wind-~

ward of us, It s now calm, and we are wo rking from the Shores, and can make but little \ny till the Wind fhifts to favour us. Our Drift fince the laf on, when
Variatien is allowed, ha n;"r‘ X | - N, B hﬂ’\lh" us in Latit, and tnn’blt as per Margin, At Noon being calm; we are ufing all poffible Means to get from the
YA o EDTA R et e 5 ‘

Shores ; the Tide {tttl-u; ft lrly to thv Eaftward, we fhall endeavour to get over towards #balebone Point, to try for a Strait or P.uhgc, according to my Inftruétions,

w8 foon as Ice and Wind wil l permity
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Rem rkable Objerw-tions on Borrd his Mojefty’s Ship Furnace, onz a Dif-overy in North America.

Coutfe. Winds,

~

11
KB

Wonday, Sl TRANSACTJIONS ;. Lonzitud®
vz ST = ; ; e : e from Lan-
5 ’ Continue warping and failing among the Ice without Peles, being quite calm, h
g 07 \:3’ .
s (W
’ Ditto, Sounded 31 Fathoms. 55
6 -1! N.N.W/| N.E. An Air. Set the Stay-fails. Up Top Gallant-yards. Set the Sails, Rowing, warping,
= 2 | and fetting the Ice opened. Towing with our Boat a-head,
A Jce opened more. Continued as aboves
Obf. Lat 16 l 1 At g grappled to ftay fdr our Tender ¢ Miles off Shore. This E. Side Iyeth by Com- X, Longi-
65“ 39 canle Rl b S0 e heafs N NGE Tand) SUSEWs loweven land. tude g°.
A
: ! ' . _ ; 05", B.
At 11 caft off our Grapplings, and made {ail, The Tender came up with us.
i At 2 grappled to a large Piece. A thick Fogg coming on, fent our Boat to help the
2 4 Tender to the fame, By three got her fak to it alfo. ~
R ! y
b , N X 2 Iq‘ -t
4 1| 4| N.N.E ’ Sounded 35, 38 Fathoms. Fogg. N
Binal i o e KEP
FaSrE; Foggy. Sounded 39 Fathoms, driving N, E, 2 Fathoms,
Q ' E. At half paft 7 calt off our Grapplings. Clear’d up a little, Made one warp. Set Sails.
by =] By 8 the Ice opened towards the Nerth Shore,
o 3’ ; Sailing amongt fhattered Ice over for the N. Shore. Sounded 43 Fathoms, half Way
i between the two Shores. Vasiaf
Latit. by T Sounded 49, 43, 46 Fathoms, grey Sand and Shells, with fome Stones. A fair Head- b‘l;mnon
Bon s l It 3 4-" land on the N, Shore, bore S. W, by S. The Eaftmoft Land on ditto Shore N, E. the | 9D!
€. dit. S T neareft nigh 4 Leagues. N~360'W'

_ ‘Wind, Weather, &'c. as per Logg. Our Way made, allowing for working among the Tce, is N. 11°, W. Dift. 21 Miles, Depart. 4 Miles; therefore Latitude and
Long‘mdf! as above, At Noon a fair Point, Cape, or Head-land appeared on the North Shore to the Northward of Whalebone Point, which bore from us 8. or g Leagues,
as above in Latitude 65°. 10, N. and Longit, from London by Account 86°. 06,/ W. which 1 fhall name Cape Dobbs. And now we are ftanding in for an Inlct or Strait,
which rpakes a fair Opening N. W, from us; though not very wide, to fecure our Ships from the continual Danger they muft be expofed to by lying in the Hellcome, ox
proceeding any further until the Ice is gone ; and if this cannot be dape, we muft forthwith retura,

.
-

o,

.

X eremdaion e
Ty F F-
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Tuefday, !I..W ;g.x.‘r-'., Courfe. : TRANSACTIONS, Oe.
July 13. ; : Ay s 4y Hazy. Sounded 48 Fathoms, Sand, Shells, and fmall Stones. Cape Dobbs bears S, W,
2l 3 BB A YS PEVAFE by S. 7 or 8 Leagues. The Eaftmoft Land on the N. Side of the Opening E. N. E. which
ST - - makes this Bay 8 or g Leagues. The Entrance of the River N. W, by W. 4 Leagues.
4 3 N N. W r p
G i G S Running in for the River amongft failing Ice, Lay’d to 1 Glafs for the Tender. Or-
6| 3 N.N.W £W dered her to lay to, or ftand off, till we could make the River, and then for her to fol-
S R P : low us, At 6 made the Signal for hier to come in after us.
8 3
e | T e At 10 almoft calm. Much Ice. The Boat a-head, and Oars rowing, .and towing to
Lo get out of the Ice to anchor in fome Place of Safety.
12 At 12 anchored on the N. Shore, within fome Iflands, to ftop the Tide in 34 Fathoms,
&b Mouch Ice driving down with the Tide of Ebb, and feveral Pieces come foul of us, tho’
y . we fteered all the Tide, and a whole Cable out, with all Hands fetting with Poles to fend
€ off, and clear the Pieces of Ice as they take us, ~
4 | Several Efguimeaux came along-fide in their Boats, U:
6 I ‘ At 6 Low-water, Hove in the fhort Service. =
= T == Calm. Veered out the long Service.
2 l At 10 {ent the Lieutenant and the eight-oar’d Boat to found within fome Ifland about, 2
P, S, S . or 3 Miles from us for a fafe Place to ride in, clear of the Tee, which is {o apt to drive foul
1. ‘ of us. Got the Sheet-cable bent, Many large Pieces of Ice come feul of us, end one
=ofe k| | brought the Anchor Home, but fhe brought up again. At 10 in the Morn. fent away the
| Mafter with the Boat, to help the Tender in to anchor by us, out of the Way of the Tides
I'2 ‘ | and Iee. She has driven down with the Ebb again, not being able to get out of the
i e 2 | Mid-ftream for the Plenty of Ice, and Want of Wind,

*T'he Weather, Wind, and other Remarks, as per Logg. Sounding and Depths of Water as below. At 6 entering the Inlet, which we now fufpe& to be a River,
~very good Soundings, no lefs than 16 Fathoms ; and moft of the Way as we go up 20, 30 and 44 Fathoms, It was juft Low-water as we entered, The Tide runs g or
6 Miles an Hour., This River, which I chufe to name #aper R.rmr, in Honour of Sir Charles Wager, firft Lord Commiffioner of the Admiralty, at 4 or § Miles
within its Entrance, is 6 or 8 Miles wide. Four or five Leaguesup, it is 4 or § Leagues wide, T'here are feveral Iflands in the Middle, and fome Rocks, which we hap~
pily el(.aped at High-water, The Lands on both Sides as h‘gh as any in E;$land About 6 Leagues up, atour fuft anchoring, the Tide runs not above 2 Miles an Hour,
At 1o in the Mommb fent the Mafter with the Boat to help the Tender in to Anchor by us, out of the Tides and Ice. But fhe is driven down with the Ebb again, it
being calm, and thick Ice furrounding her. The Soundings from the River’s Mouth to our anchoring Place are, 16, 21, 24, 28, 25, 25,25, 25, 24, 24, 21, 26, 28,
27, 28, 34, 36, 44, 40, 40, 42, 40, 33, 39, 38, 35, 18, 14, 15,25, 32, 40, 44, 42, 38,33, 355 36, 34, 34 Then anchored, Thefe were all tnkcn in th*
Mid- channel as faft as we could thie ugh the Deep-fea Lead,
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Remevkable Obfervations on Bogrd bis Mejofly's Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, in North America.
chnef- ! LW, H.K, F, l Coutfe. Winds. ‘ TRANSACTIONS, &,
| ¥

S ly | o——
aa uly Wi . .
;},g ,lJ.}’H 2 i 8s B Light Airs, Fair moderate Weather,

| —

At 4 weighed our beft Bower Anchor to get into a better Road, within fome Iflands,
and found it broke, one Arm being gone, 'We went about four Miles higher up, and an«
chored in a Sound between fome Iflands and the N, Main, in 16 Fathoms ; and moor’d
with our broken Anchor near thofe Iflands,

]

\

S The Tender got in to anchor by us. Much Ice continues driving along by us, feveral
= Pieces coming foul of us ; but the Tide’s Run is fmall here, being more Edady than Tide.
lc We drew the beft Boyver-fplicc, and fhifted it from the f)t..xbc.."'.xd to the Larboard Side,

At 7 fent away the Lieutenant with the eight-oar’d Boat, and nine Men, with Provifions
= for 48 Hours, to difcover this River, and to obferve the Courfe, Height, and Dire@ion
I of the Tides. I fent the three Indians with them, to try if they knew any Part of the
— ———— Land, or Country thereabouts,

2

4

¢

1C
12

Thefe 24 Hours have had little Wind; but much Ice driving down the River on the Ebb. The River above, as far a3 we can fee, is full of it from Side to Side. Many

of the Savages came on Board us. Y gave them Toys ; but they had nothing to trade befides their old Clothes, and about 20 Gallons of Train-Oil, which we took of
them for the Carpenters and Boatfwains Ufe,
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Remarkable Obferwations on Board on bis Majefly’s Ship Furnace, in the Riwver Wager, North America.

Tharfday, [ L-W. H. K. F. [ Courfe. Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &e.
uly 15, addmis s
July x5 2 s.E. by s.
g 7 Our People employed in ferving the Cables to fave them from the Ice, which drives in “
| ] 4 and out with the Fides.
4
j 6 Freth Gales and cloudy. A
| Pm— | e | — — y
| 8 Ditto, :
[' o) E. 8« E.
1 T Set our Fifhing-nets, but took nothing. Y went on Shore, and found the Rocks quite
e bare, except in fome few Places. In the Valleys a little fhort Grafs and Mofs, A little
| ] Scurvy-grafs amongft the Stones near High-water Mark. Alfo fome Sorrel; which we
2 brought on Board for our fick Men. No Buth nor Tree of any Kind, A
s ) Sl R S— L)
4 Ch
SRR, (5| RN ~s
6
I
Sl i 0 1 e Frefh Gales at E. S. B. This Wind has driven the Ice out of the #e/come into the
12 River, and quite filled it,

Many of our Men are very bad of their old Difeafe, the Scurvey. Thofe who were on the Recovery, when we ¢ame from Churchill, are grown worfe again, fo that
ope balf of them are unferviceable,

-
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Remark ble Obferations on Board bis Majeflty's Ship Yurnace, in the River Wager, North Ameriea,

Fridaw, L.W, H. K, F.| Courfe, Winds, PRANSACTIONS, (.
July 16, = ==
B8y B A freth Gale, and hazy. Our People bufy in coyling down the Cable in the Hold, and

il getting the fpare ditto to coyl between Decks.
At 3 returned on board, got down the Top-gallant Yards.

Bent the beft Bower Cable to that which was our fpare Anchor, Much Ice driving
IS4l down the River,

Freth Gales, Lowered our lawer Yards a Port-land, Got the Boat up in the Tackles
= ey along-fide.

|
(SR TR ] e
|

Latit. obf,

N

S E. by E. Hard Gales and Rain,

6:°. 36/, N P
SRR —_— | Ditto,
Z D
o - : =y More moderate.  Got up the Lower-Yards, and cleared the Decks, o
gty "(')_ 3 Loofed our Sails to dry. e
-E Fair and clear,
P | —
o

———— R e | s

ll 2| Our People employed in drawing and knotting Yarns, l

—— — — | —
1 B

Wind, Weather, &, as per Logg. This Wind forces all the Ice which is out at Sea into the River, I find that on the Full and Change Days the Tide in the
Mouth of this River flows 5 Hours, and from 10 to 15 Feet Water. The Flood without comes from the Eaft by Compafs the Courfe of the Land ; butin the Mid-chan-
nel E. N. E. by ditto, when I was with the Boat on fhore. I found a good Cove 10 or 12 Fathoms Water in it, about 2 Miles from where we now lye, fit to fecure our

fhiigas from thcea{;e before the Spring-tides come on. Where we now are, we are obliged to keep all Hands up during the whole Ebb, and fending off the Ice with Pgles
o fave our es,

o rerrcliiys
F P AY F -
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Saturday L.W. H.K.|F.; Courfe. ‘Winds. ‘ TRANSACTIONS,; &e. y
JUI}' 17 2 At 1 P, M. the Lieutenant with the three Indians returned, having been up the River,
as the Tce would permit them ; all above being faft from %dc to Side. He found goed
o ) ) [ Sounding in the Channel, 70 or 80 Fathoms. He likewife tryed the Tides, and found
4 that the Flopd came ﬁ'om S. up the River. 1 am preparing togo up that Way myfelf, to
e | — | — [ try if any other Outlet into the Sea or Zellcome can be found, He obferved the Tide to
9 € flow 13 Feet, being Neap Tides, The three Indians knew nothing of thefe Parts,
i o e jeat
i
: Q
<
1O
2 The River ftill continues full of Ice,
‘o
es 2 ~
-
. | —— . | — ” = v
6 At 6 made a Signal to unmoor, Fired 1 Gun,
g At 8 unmoor’d. Got out Warps to warp the Ship into the Cove I mentioned above, to
L fecure her from the Ice before the Spring-tides put in.
10 .
1 f Warping through amongt the Jce. The Difcovery’s Warp-anchor broke, Set the
I Gk &' & x
' | e Fore-top-fail, A fmall Breeze,

At fix this Moring T went away with the Boat and 8 Hands, and took the two Northern Irdians with me, I ordered the Ship into the Cove, to keep clear of the Tcg}
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Remarkable Obferaations on Board his Majefly's Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, in North America,

Sunday, LW, H.IK. F.y Courfe. ‘ Winds, TRANSACTIONS, &
‘ ol 18, "]~ =
i Jy 2 | E.s. E. At 2 P, M. got the Ship into the Cove, Anchor’d and moor’d in g and half Fathoms.
|
¢
8 The Mafter and 8 Men got the Tender into the Cove, moor’d by the Ship, Served all
S e 1 our Ropes two or three Fathoms under Water, to keep the Ice from rubbing them.
10
12
2
! oo | w— | — ———— e
4 L
| < (o]
| AT e ; ~
‘; ( Fine moderate clear Weather. Our People employed in fcraping the Outfide for tarring,
l — — —
‘ . |
10
‘ . | . | e | .
12

_BY 8 this Morning got 15 Miles up the River, and found the Tide flowed 12 Feet, and that a Weft Moon malkes a full Sea, The Flood comes in at the Mouth of_the
River where we entered, from the S, S, E. Our Indians killed 1 fmall Deer this Evening. At the Place where we lay, we heard feveral of the Savages in the Nigh¢

‘ making the fame odd Noifes as they ufually do when they fee Strangers : But none of them came near us,

. : o PO TR, 2 S < =
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Remarkable Objervations on Board bis Meajefly's Ship ¥Furnace, iz the River Wager, North America. 3
Monday, [L-W.|H.K.JF. | Courfe. | Winds. TRANSACTIONS, ¥
July 19. 2; , A fmall Breeze, with fine clear Weather, Our People employed as above,
-: I S. S. E. Ditto Weather, Paying the Ship’s Outfide with Tar,
O’ ‘ Ditto,
3} l Ditto.
10 ' Ditto, moderate.
(2 Ditto,
2 Ditto, —~
A, ———— , —
5 4 ‘ Ditto, hazy Weather, O
i [ i s . St
§ ‘ Ditto, with fome Rain,
| 8 | y  The People employ’d in drawing and knotting Yarns,
1 ‘ Stayed the Fore and Main Top Maft, and fet up the Rigging,
r \ |
—_————

At 2 this Morning got all our Things into the Boat, and went up five Miles higher. 'We are about 24 Miles from the Ships, in a fmall River or Sound, about fix or 7
Miles broad ; but how far it may go in Land we know not. The main River is here 6 or % Leagues broad ; but fo full of Ice, that we cannot get up much higher at
prefent. All very high Land on both Sides. This River runs nearly N. by W, by Compafs, from three Leagues below the Ships, I went upon a higher Hill than any
T have feen in England to take a View, and perceived the River grow narrower and narrowér 8 or 10 Leagues higher 3 but being at fuch a Diftance, and the Ice lying fo
thick as not well to admit of our procecding further, We got 5 other Deer we had killed into the Boat, and prepared to return to our Ships,
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Remarkable Obfervations on Board bis Mejefly's Ship Turnace, in the River Wager, North America.
Tuefday, | L.W.|H. K.'F.| Coutfe. | Winds. l TRANSACTIONS. &e.
JUly o0 l ' Some of our People employed about the Rigging ; and the reft filling Water,
J‘ , g B Much Ice. The Place where our Ships lay before we got them into the Cove is quite
2 g B b full of it
r i ' | '
\ ('i l Variable Weather.
| i —_—f— — .
| (a;! t At half paft 8 returned on board, and brought fix Deer with us, which the Indians had
| I . ! fhot whilt we were making Obfervations,
I ’ i
I O| i
o1
Y
2
——|— >
1 o N
| 4 KL A {mall Breeze, and hazy. o
|
! SRR e T 1 - . ~ \J
6 At 5 all Hands at work in clearing the Tce off our Ropes.
— e
Q .
o The People employed in {craping the Mafts, &c. At 7 I went down the River, to try
PR P ey = if I could find any Place to harbour the Ships in near the River’s Mouth, in calfe we
10 fhould be taken fhort in going out ; and to fee if the #ellcome was any Thing cleared of
S DS ‘ Ice.
T

T returned on Board, and brought the Deer as above. Gave Part to the Tender, and the reft to our fick People gratis, or over-and-above their Allowance. It was
very firange, thatin this Sicknefs, even a Day or two before they died, they would eat their whole Allowance, and a great deal more if they could get it. I found the
Land where T was on Shore very bare, fcarce any Thing but Rocks of the Marble kind. But in the Valleys there are many large frefh Lakes, a good deal of Grafs, and
great Plenty of Deer.  Upon the leaft Ifland that can be feen, there are not lefs than 4 or 6 Deer, each as bigas a Horfe.of 12 or 13 Hands high; the aforefaid little
River I therefore named Deer Sound, Here are alfo Stose of Ducks, and other Water-fowl, We faw fome Whales in this-Sound,
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Remarkable Obferwations on Board kis Majefty’s Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, North America, :
Wednef- L.W. H, K.[F.| Courfe. [ Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &e.
jlaiy‘ 2 N. N. W Clear Weather, Our People employed about the Ship’s Rigging and Mafts,
uly z2r, =
l 4 Ditto.
‘ 6 Cleared away the Ice from our Cables, ¢
; | 8 Ditto,
I) 'IO’ Ditto, fair. b
| — e
j 12 Ditto.
2 Ditto.
~
A Ditto. 5
4 i
6 At.4 A. M. T goton Board with the Boat, had great Difficulty in getting her into the N
el Cove for Ice, The Bay and Cove quite full,
&
! O Our People employed in fetting and mending the Quarter-netting,
I 1] 2 Ditto Weather.
S—— ——1_“ ’ .

At 4 this Morning got on Board with the Bﬁﬂt, in great Hazard of ftaving her with the Ice, in the ftrong Tide. No getting out to Sea till the Ice is clear in the
. River, The Bay or I[u/cum. is alfo full as yet, I got down within 4 Miles of the River’s Mouth along the North ‘Side, 'but eould not come ncar the South Side for Ice,

I got up on as high a Hill as I could fee thcr\.abou‘s, and plainly perceived the #ellcome almoft full of Ice from Side to Side,




Remarkable Obferwations on Board his Majefly's Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, North America;

Thurfday, | L.W. H. K. F.} Courfe. | Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &
My A LT

A fmall Breeze, with fome {fmall Rain,

Ditto Weather, Hove taught the Mooring, and cleared away the Ice,

Fair Weather. Tar’d the lower Mafts and Pumps,

Ditto.

Ditto, fairs

;,F)'oolo|-hlm';n

_ Ditto,

Ditto.

Ditto.

At 6 A. M, loofed all the Sails to air them. At7 fome fmall Raine

Got up the Top-gallant Yards,

4
E
E
10
12

|

—

The Ice continues very thick in the River, as far as we can fee above and below, And more drives in every Tide, when the Wind blows any Way from the Pellcome,
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Remarkable Obfervations on Board on bis Majefly’s Skip Furnace, in the River Wager, North America.

" Friday L.W. H. K. F. ' Courfe, ‘Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &e.
-
' July 23. e " N. N. W. Hazy. A {mall Breeze,
J ; = Ditto, and fome Rain,
: - = Ditto,
* i Ditto,
r_(_‘ N. Fair, but hazy.
12
\ 2 Lo
yomuy 577 B o< )
4 L 4%
e i ~’
6 N. Neo E.
_: W Put more Service on our Cables, to fave them from the Ice,
{e)
12 N. by E. Hazy, with frequent Showers,

More Ice in the River than I have yet feen, No budging with the Boat downwards any Diftances




Remarkalble Obfervations on Board bis Majefly's Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, North America,
Satarday, | LW, (H.K.F.| Cowfe. | Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &

July 24. ‘ v. by w. Frefh Gales, and much Rain,

—

More moderate. Small Rain.

Our People employed about our Rigging, and filling of Water,

Ditto.

Ditto,

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

At 6 A M. the Lieutenant returned with the Boat, having been gone 48 Hours to
found above amongft the Iflands near Deer Sound,

The River as full of Iceas ever, down as far as we can fee.

e h.ad Wind, Weather, &, as above, The Licutenant brought on Board with him three Deer the Indians had killed, Divided them between the Ship’s Compa~
.es for the Sick and Officers, as before,




Sunday, L.W. [H. K. F. Courfe. Winds. TRANSACTITIONS, &.. ,
July 25. :— = A fmall Breeze, with hazy Weather. The Stock of our beft Bower we found to be
; broken with the Ice grounding upon it in 4 Fathoms, This is the fame Anchor whofe
p woni=gl - | Arm was broken before ; fo now being ufelefs, put it a-board the Tender,
4
6
\ *1 Got one of the Tender’s Anchors for our Ufe, which had been much bent at Churchill,
| —_——— and new ftock’d it,
} 10 '

(5z)

At 10 I fent the Lieutenant and Mafter of the Furnace down to the Mouth of the
River, to fee if

:| l Our People employed in making Plats for our Cables,

the Ice was any clearer below, and in the #%llcome 5 and if we could get

out before the Spring Tides putin ; alfo to try if they could find any Cove or Harbour near
the Entrance, fit to receive the Ships,

- = e e
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Remarkable Obferwations on Boord his Majefty’s Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, North America,
I'v'z'(m(!;‘.}', f L.W. H. K. F. Coutfe. i ‘Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &5, 1

1+ 2 e e e
July 26, I ._ Hazy Weather, Moderate Gales,

1 6 Dittas

( 9% )

The Anchor abovementioned being compleatly ftock’d, got it over the Side, and tarred
— it, The Weightof it 7 C. 03 ¢gr5. oo /b

]

|
l
|
l
1

e
| 8]

—— —— |— ] —
‘.

The River continues very full of Ice, as far as we can fee, from Side to Side. The Wind blows almoft right out, The Longitude of the Place, whcrc we now lye, and

which from the Natives coming to us there, I fhall call Sawage Sound, is by Account from the Meridian of London 87%. 28"
! And to the Eaftward of Churchill — — —— — — 79, 32/, E.
3 The Variation of the Compafs {everal Times obfcrved —_— — — — 35°. oo’ W,
Latitude of the Entrance of #ager River —_ —_— = o, 65%. 23'. N.
e w—-——- Entrance of Deer Sound —— e — 65°%. 50°s Na
Courfe by pafs wwﬁmmsm-mbyw. wq%, [ g R g - gy »

e e - - T e = C— — —— 3 —
v
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Remarkabic JojerDations on Doara ms Smagy = e = e — = 72 A

Thurfday, L.W.H. K. F.| Courfe. Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &e.
July 27. 2 N. by E. Small Breezes, and hazy.
S | — — ] p—
4 Halled up our Sheet Cable; and got our Stream Cable at Hand, for the abovementioned
ol s Anchor.
(;,'
3
10 At half paft g the Lieutenant and Mafter returned on Board, and gave an Account that
A B the River was much choak’d up with Ice, quite out to Sea ; that they were in great Dan-
ger of lofing the Boat and themfelves with the ftrong Tides: For being jamm’d up fait in
R Ice, they were carried along with it fix or {even Leagues out of the River by the Strength
| — = of the Tide, feveral great Pieces overfetting upon one another. 'When they were got into
- the Wellcome the Tide was eafy, and the Ice thinner. They rowed round to the N. Shore, P
= | B and got in again upon the Flood, with fome Damage to the eight-oar’d Boat. o
0 4 P
E— e L N
6
8
1 10
il % Got tip our fpare Sails, and aired them, l

By the above Account there can be 1o getting out with the Ships before the River is much clearer¥ And if _we were out, there is ftill fo much Ice in the Wallcome, and
to the Northward, that there could be no procecding further upon the Difcovery, So I hope there will be no Time loft by our remaining in Safety hete a Little Jonger,
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Remarkeble Obfirvations on Docrd bis D fafty's Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, North America.

!
l » ~ \T-0O - o &2
1 Wednef- L'W. H.'k.‘F. | Courfe. ‘Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &.
$ day’ . L At 1 the Lieutenant and Mafter went up the River, totry if they could find any Way
, july z8. < ou. of it into the Wellcome, befides that we came in at ; becaufe they faw feveral black
| e e T S Whales, and other Fifh, the lat Time they were up, whereas none have been feen
4 ’ where we lies Alfo to examine Deer Sound, and every Opening, to fee if the Flood comes
—_— - in any other Way than by that where we entered. This may be done, as there is no go-
¢ ' ing out till the Icc is in fome Degree cléared away, both from the River and the #ellcome,
8
| e j
l -
‘ : S. At 6 this Morn. fent the Boat with 8 of our fick Men, ani feveral lame of the Scurvy, N
== M = S ; to an Ifland about ¢ Miles off, where Scurvy-gra$s and Sorrel grows in Plenty, and left e
4 , them there with Tenting and other Neceflaries, o
o O R T e e
of ||
g , l’
I ’ | !
1o i ‘ ] This Tide flowed here 12 Foot and half ; and I have not obferved above 15 Foot on the
= { higheft Tide fince we have been here.
—_———— !

‘Tb:zrﬁ{a_y, Fuly29, 1 went up on the higheft Hill about the Place where we lay, as I have done every Day fince I harboured in this Cove, to obferve if the Ice was any
Thmg, cleared 5 but found it all full below ; though above us it thins a little, Our People making Plats for our Cables, The Tide flowed to Day 13 Feet. High-water
at 1 0’ Clock in the Afternoon, Variable Wind all round the Compafs,

1
ey 4 -~ 4
= g = 4 . R o w Bt ~e v Sy
F ity . / S, FrO R, [F- Coorfe: Winds, I PR R R PSS I (S TP T IN S e e —
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Friday,
July 30.

Remartable Obferwations on Board kis Majefly’ s Omip TUIMACE, 7 106 NGUET W Agcl; INUL U Taiiciicas

L.W.

H.

o0

10

12

1K,

—

F.

—

Courfe. Winds, TRANSACTIONS, &
At half paft 1 flowed 12 Feet 8 Jnches, Weather fair and hazy.
People employed in making Platts,
b. N
Ditto
Variable and light Airs, ) /
i Ditto.
The Tide flowed 13 Feet and half, d
]')ilt()._—
Ditto

At 8 got our Head Anchor ready to get out of the Cove. The Ice pretty thin without
in the Suund

T went out on the higheft Hill, as ufual, to fee how the Ice was without, and found all
faft as far as I could fee below, and 8 of 1o Miles above us, without the lﬂdnds.

62 )
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Winds,
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Remarkable Obfervations on Board his Majefly's Ship Furnace, in the Riwer Wager, North America,

TRANSACTIONS, &,

W. N. W,

Ioolr,‘\lwﬁ'Nl

o

n

IS'OO'O\’-A‘N,

—
N

Moderate and fair Weather, The Tide flowed 12 Feet and half,

Hazy Weather, a {fmall Air,
Our People employed in filling of Water,

Variable Wind from N, W. to S, S, E, and {fome Rain,

Got our Stern Anchor on Board,
Got ditto achead, ready to heave her out of the Cove,

Hazy and Rain,

Ditto Weather. Have taught all our Mooring again. A freth Gale right into the Cove
brought in much Ice from the #%2/lcome, and obliged us to lay faft, »

Many large Pieces of Ice driving up and down with the Tide,

e o PO}

— - - I — - — - 3
P rrrirr-Roar Bl €D/ or—rcr i omy Ory IIOTrd ore FrEN Ire/ly * Ship FUrnacS, s ;
= — 32 A NS A CcC X

(of)




Remarkable Obfervations on Board on his Majefty’s Ship Furnace, iz the River Wager, North America.

Sunday, L.W./H. K.(F. | Courfe. | Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &e.

:
i Aug. 1. e
g s. Frefh Gales, and much Rain,

Wind veered round from the S. W. to the N. N. W. At 1 got out our Stern Anchor,
(T At 5 the Boat came on Board with the Lieutenant and Mafter, and gave me an Account
that they had been up 10 or 12 Leagues above Deer Sound, and coming back faw many

Whales of the Whalebone Kind, a little below Deer Sound,

. W
+ ditto.
ditto. Moderate and fair. B,
& ! s : { w
At 4 unmoor’d, and warp’d out of the Cove into Savage Sound, s
== = s
6
10
i2 Continued warping, Frefh Gales at 8. E. and S, 5. E,

The Lieutenant and Mafler brought on Board, by my Order, two Bottles of Water taken up along-fide of ‘the Boat, One at Deer Sound, the other 10 or 12 Leagues
gbove it, being the higheft they wentup s Thig latter tafted but barely brackifh, The Tide flowed there no more than 6 Feet, But no Flood run up fo high as that.




Remarkable Obfervations on Board bis Majefiy's Ship Furnace, in the River Wager, iz North America,
L.W. [H. K. F_' Coutfe. Winds, TRANSACTIONS, &e.

s | | e | —

Variable Winds. Continued warping out of the Cove.

At 4 got-ont, and moor’d in Sawage Seund, 2 Miles without the Coves

Scurvy-grafs Ifland bore S. the Eaftmoft Point in the Sound bore S. E. by S. the N,
Point:of the Cove N, by E, in 20 Fathoms Water, clear fandy Ground.

Moderate Weather, and Winds variable. Much Ice driving down with the Ebb,

Sent our fix-oar’d Boat and 7 Hands to help the Tender out of the Cove.

Much Rain,

Ditto.

Frefh Gales,

Continual Rain,

Much Icedriving up and down with the Tide,

‘Wind, Weather, &c. as per Logg. At 3 this Morning Iiwent down the River, to fee if it was any Thing clear of Ice below ; cas likewile in the elicome, hoping ta
get out the next Shift of the Wind, Find the Ice much thinned above in the River without the Iflands,




Remarkable Obfervations on Board his Majefly's Ship Furnace, on a Difcovery in North America.

! fucfday, | LW. |H K./F.| Coufe. | Wind. TRANSACTIONS, .
Aug. 3. 5 ' 5. £. by s. A freth Gale, Hazy with Rain,
: A At 4 1 returned on Board with the Boat, Much Rain,
—é & ditto. Ditto, frefh Gales, Hazy with Rain,
8 ditto. Ditto.
;;: C1 E. Moderately fair,
' 12 Cleared Harfe ready for anmooring.
|
e 2"— Hazy, but fair.
' Ehifly DA ~
w
4! w
e —()l_ 3 T ~
e - —l —
8' Loofed all our Sails to dry. Little Wind and variable,
I O‘
l 12 At 12 made a Signal to unmoor., A frefh Breeze, 3

I returned on Board with the Boat as above, having found the Ice pretty clear in the Offing and River, It will be good Luck, if we can get out in one Tide 3 for there

1 no anchoring by the Way whilt the ¥ce is driving up and down, and the Tides fo ftrong below, the Spring-tides a}fo at hand, However, if it pleafe Ged, I will try
as foon as the Wind will permit,




Wednef-
day,

Aug. 4.

Jat. obf.
65°. 38"

Have had Wind, &', as aboye.

e ——

Remarkable Obfervations on Board his Majefty’s Ship Furnace, on a Difcovery in North America.

LW. |H. K, F.’ Coutrfe. ‘Winds,
2 N. by w.
ul
“
¢
3
1o
12 T T e

e | | | —

212 + E.S. E 8%

e | el
4 1} 6] E. 8%~8 B
¢ 4l € by £, [S.W. byw.
& 1| 4]E. by x. | N.by k.
101" & 4 S’ E.S. E.
{2 4| s. byw. |s. E. by E,
21818

SRR ML T N. E,

Our Courfe made, fince we got out of the River to this Day at Noon, allowing the Variation, with the bearing and Diftance of the

TRANSACTIONS, &-..

At half paft 12 unmoor’d. At 1 got under Sail.

Running down the River againft the Tide of Flood, Almoft calm. Got the Boat
a-head. Towed and rowed with the Ship’s Oars on Board. By 6 a-breaft of the lower-
moft Iflands, Then the Tide was fallen 1 Foot.

Continued rowing and towing, being calm. The Tender in Company.

By 10 got out of the River. A fmall Air of Wind at E. S. E, and variable. A very
ftrong Tide fet us out at the Rate of § Miles an Hour.

The River’s Mouth at 12 bore N. W. by W. 4 Leagues. Fell in with a Ledge of Ice.
Got in our eight-oar’d Boat. Sounded 30 Fathoms to 36. Flood coming from the_Eaﬂ.
The Eaftmoft Land on the N. Side in Sight N. E. 6 Leagues, The neareft ditto N. N. W,
4 or 5 Leagues. The Entrance of the River N. W, by W. g or 6 Leagues. Cape Dobbs
W. N. W, g Leagues. Sounded 37, 34 Fathoms, Almoft calm.

Saw two or three black Whales blow this Watch,
Sounded 30, 22, 20, Tack’d, Light Airs. Variable.

At g lay’d to for the Tender, UpS. S. E, off S. W. Sounded 37, 45 Fathoms,

Sounded 47, 46 Fathoms. The Southmoft Land on the S. Shore in Sight bore S.
neareft Dift. S. E. by S. The Eaftmoft Part ditto bore E. by N. 4 Leagues. The Eaft-
moft on the N. Shore N. by E. the neareft Diftance N. W, half N. 8 Leagues, The Weft-
moft Part:in Sight bere W, at Noon.

Longitude
from Lozn-
don, 83°,

o7. W.

X. Longit.
f om
Wager R,
Mouth,
1°.30% Es

Variation
obf. 38°.
W

Lands included, is E. 202, N. Dift. 40 Miles, Depart. 47 Miles, makes us in Latit. and Longit. as above ; allowing the River #ager’s Mouth to be in Latit. 65°. 24",
N. and Longit, from the Merid. of London 86°. 37’ W. I {eyeral Times tryed the Flood to come from the Eaft and E. by N, near Mid-ftraits here, and an Eaft Moon
makes full Sea or High-water here, as well as in the River’s Mouth. Working to the Eaftward to meet the Tide of Flood in this Strait, which is about 13 Legagues
from Side to Side, faw feyeral Ledges of Ice, but not much in our Way.
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Remarkable Obferavations on Board on bis M _;cﬁ_y i Sb:p Fumace, on a D:fcmver_y in North Amenca.

Fharlay cp LW B §o | = Clarlel’ 17 Winde: TRANSACTIONS, &,
Aug. 5: 11 21 406l E, by . |n.e.by N Fair. Standing over to the S. Shore. Sounded 41, 40, 35.
e I do. Fair. Sounded 35, 36, 34. * At 4 tack’d. The Eaftmoft Part on the South Side
R S O N. E. by E. the Weftmoft S. W. half W, neareft Dift. 2 Leagues,
11| 6] 1] ify.nawiv N. E The Northmoft Part of the N. Side in Sight bore N. E. by E. 8 or g Leagues. Mode-
0 o g 1Y rate Weather.
=18l 1l 21 . w. N. N. E. Ditto Weather. Sounded 35, 36, 35, 36, hard and rocky. At 8 the E. part S. Shore
gl 45 4 WA S ' E. byS. the Southmoft ditto S. W. by S. neareft Dift. 3 Leagues.
Eis B % i The Land on the N. Side N, E. the Wefimoft Point W. by N. the Mouth of the River
£ ot gko A | Wager N.W. At half paft 8 tack’d. At g fet Main-fail. Sounded 34 Fathoms.
atit. obl, | ——|—|=— |
6650, HI 4 |12] 3 3| N.N. W N. E. Sounded a-crofs 46, 48 Fathoms, the greateft Depth. At half paft 12 up Main-fail, Tack’d,
iyt e et U Standing along the N. Shore, founded 38, 40, 38 Fathoms. Small brown Stones, Hard
2l 2 In 1 Ny anding along the IN. r 39, 40, 3 oms. Sm n Stones, Har
4 s LY H 2 [_ N. by w | Ground, with dark-coloured S;wlls. & i
i g | al 2l . Ditto Weather. Sounded 37, 34, 41 Fathoms. Ditto Ground. The Northmoft Point
» A i of Land on the N. Side in Sight bore N, N. E, 4 or g Leagues,
g | 6 2 7ie.b.n. 2N N. Fair and clear. At half paft 12 up Fore-fail, Sounded 33 to 25 Fathoms, Light Airs,
gl ¢l 2 by ~ by E. The Tide run all in Eddies. Sounded 27, 44, 43.
;Z’ _, RE Saw much Ice to the Northward near the Land, and 3 Leagues off. Sounded 37, 36,
s d 8 - 38, 40 Fathoms,
I‘ntm? = Wi I R TR ¢ Sailing among fhatter’d Ice. Sounded 37, 39 Fathoms, hard rocky Ground. The
by ALC-’ 2} 21 §1Ec9 NN | N5 E. Eaftmoft Point on the S. Side bears N. E. by E. Northmoft Point on the N, Side in Sight
66°. o7 . = -~ N. half E. South Side is a low Beach,

Have had Winds, Weather, &', as above, Our Courfe made with due Allowance is N. 29°. E. Dift. 32 Miles, Depart. 16, 4 Miles.
little Wind, amongft fhatter’d Pieces of Ice at Noon,
South Side, which I have yet feen, is of the fame Sort of Shingle or Gravel.

high, and rugged Land, like fome Part of Hudfon’s Straits. This Strait, where we are now at Noon, is very narrow, notabove 8 or g Leagues broad,

here very ftrong with 1uc.h Eddies and Whirlings, that the Ship will hardly fteer, and the Flood comes from the E. by N. by Compafs.
In the Channel tolerable gocd Soundings, S. Side on ditto half Mile dift,

At Noon the Mouth of River #ager bore W, 44°, S. Dift, 73 Miles,

X Longit.
from Wa-
gerRiver’s
Mouth

2°.00", B

Variation
N.40°.W.

Working to Eaftward with
‘The Land on the S. Side for 7 Leagues runs E. by N. and W. by S. a fine low even Beach like Dunginefs,

All the

At the Eaft End of this Beach, or low Land, appears now in Sight a very mountancus,
The Tide runs

(9?)




Iat. obf.
66°. 44
Latitude
C. Hope
66, 307
Longitude
| Ho/re

16 ()'J

55-W

Ttitude
Bzeeh Pt.
662 21"

Leag. dit.

3603337 |

H. K F. i Courfe. Winds. TRANSACTTIONS, e
2| 4 By N B, N Lay to from 12 to 1 for the Tender. Tryed the Tide. Found the Flood came from l
b L e 3 : E. by S. Sounded 45 Fathoms. The End or Point of the Beech S.S.E. 4 or 5 Miles dift.
A b : At half paft 2 fent the Licutenant with the fix-oar’d Boat on Shore, to try the Time of
G i E.Dy N. | N. by E. | the Tide. He found it to be flowing Tide, and that it came from the Eafiward, At 3
g a0 I ey made a Signal for the Boat to come on Board. Much Ice. At 4 made fail. The North-
6| 4| 2|n.E.by E | N. by w. moft Land on the N, Side in Sight N, half W, The Eaftmoft on the E. Side E. N. E. At
S SN PR SR 6 tack’d for Ice.
8| 4] tn.w.2w.| n.byE. |. In ftanding a-crofs the Channel founded 48, 44, 48, ftony Ground. The high Land
005 1 L3 l in Sight joining to the low Beach S. by W. 6 Leagues. C. Hape N,by E. half E, g Leagues.
ol 2 2l N.w. . AL E.‘ Moderate Weather, working to Windward, Sounded 32, 35 Fathoms. At g tack'd.
(e r__ Sounded 30, 34 Fathoms, hard rocky Grouud. Much Ice in our Way,
; : Fair, but hazy. Sounded 35, 38 Fathoms. At rx no Ground at go Fathoms. At 1z
2 +E. DY E. - S ? 2
b __E _2. N.2. by .4 n. by w. Cape Hope bore N, W. by W.  Working amongft Ice.
2[ 3| |n.w.byw.| n. Dby =. Sounded 35, 38 Fathoms, Much Ice in our Way. Obliged to tack for it often.
4] 4 [N E.E N NeNoW Sounded 38, 40 Fathoms,
l 6] 2| 4|v.E. by . N.WHY N Light Gales. ‘Working among failing Tce. At g founded 96 Fathoms, well over to the
pemeeie BT E. Shore. Very high Land in this Bay. At 6 founded go Fathoms, Shells,
, gt 1l 6 Sailing amongft fhatter’d Ice. Sounded 66 Fathoms. At half paft 7 tack’d. The
S50 15 5 Northmoft Point on the E. Side N. by W. dit. on theE. Side N.W. by W, 5 or 6 Lea, dift.
hol 2 New.by . ‘S‘ailing.amongﬂ ditto Ice. Sounded 66 Fathoms, Tryed the Tide, found little or none,
S et £ Little Wind, and much Ice,
' iy -1 At half patt 10 tack’d. Sounded 66 Fathoms to 68, 70, At Noon Cape Hope bore S.
‘ 12| 1] 6] n. by w.lv. e.by . | W, paifs. 6 or 7 Leagues, /

~ ——

Rem:zrk:tle Obervations on Borrd his Mejcfty's Ship Fumace, on 2 Difcovery in North America.

Longitude
from Lox-
don 84°.

| 28", W,

Variation
N. 5o°.W.

Shmjmnt's as per Logg, Our Courfe made with proper Allowance, is N, Dift. 36 Miles. At 4 in the Afternoon fet a fair Cape or Headland on the Weft or North
b--'Uu’l which bore from us as above. The Land trenching away from the E. by N. to the N, by W. making 8 Points Difference, gives us great Joy, and Hopes of its
;x:ﬁg the extreme Part of America 3 on which Account I named it Cape Hope. We worked up round it through much firaggling Ice all Night, In the Morning, when
£ ;- un cleared away the Haze, to our great Difappointment, we {aw the Land from the low Beach quite round to the Weftward of the North, which met the Weftern
2 fou.:, and makes a very deep Bay. Thus our Hopes of a Paffage that Way were all ovew But to make fure, we kept on our Courfe to the Cod of the Bay till 2z in the
ternoon, when we could not go above 6 or 8 Miles further that Way, And every one on Board plainly faw there was nothing but a clofe Bay. We tryed the Tides fe- -

- vc,mlv'_alx‘:l;jes before and after Noon, we found it quite Pull Water 3 fo_ we concluded Fh‘t we might have pafifed by fome Throug
_'Ea&_m__ it ; . . T '

4

hlet, whereby the Tide came in from the

- - e -

— — -

. '- R : i---ﬁ._—_

Augr. >.
Sounded o Fathomi. ae , gack*d in the Cod of ¥h

Y.ighr hive.



Satarday,
Aug. 7.

Obf. Lat.

66°, 217,

viu srksiols Accaunt
Gox gpEesat L Cap ot

— . 23 . ALl 2 i o
INCITUT RGO Vq/&" CCEEIGIES QR ATUCRT s L

Courfe.

3%, v faew  Glae Soand fesasas s

v Cape Inpe. e warlced sap  contOS 3E Gl
PG s =
- Q2 . poalec (o b
e

TRANSACTIONS

, &e.

N. N. W.

Light Airs. Sounded 70 Fathoms. At 2 tack’d in the Cod of the Bay. It bore
N. W. by W. 3 Leagues. From Side to Side a-crofs 6 or 7 Leagues. High Land.

Ditto fair. At 4 founded 74 Fathoms, Cape Hope bore S. W. by Compafls 7 or 8
Leagues diftant,

Light Airs, and clear Weather. Sounded 78 Fathoms,
Ditto Weather. Sounded go Fathoms. C. Hope S, W. by W. 6 or 7 Leagues diftant,
Ditto Weather, Sailing amongft ftraggling Ice.

At 12 Cape Hope bore W. by N. 4or 5 Leagues. The Eaftmoft Land on the E. Side
N N. E. Working among ftraggling Ice. Sounded 105 Fathoms.

A {mall Breeze, Amongift failing Ice,

Sailing amongft Ice. At 4 founded 55 Fathoms, C. Hope N, N. E..5 Leagues,

Half paft g tack’d for the Tender. Sounded 55 Fathoms to 40. Much Ice to the
Eaftward of us,

At 8 tack’d. Cape Hope N, by W, half W. 6 Leagues. The low Beach S, W, 4 or 3
Leagues, Sounded 535 Fathoms.

At 10 I went on Shore with the Boat to try if I could find where the Flood came in,
and how this Channel or Strait lay ; alfo to try the Tide. At half paft 11 lay to for the
Boat. In 1 Reef of each Top-fail. At 12 C. Hope bore N. half E. 6 Leagues, The
Beach W. S, W, 4 Leagues, The Entrance of the New Strait amongft the Iflands on the
E, Side, E. 2 Leagues.

Wind, Weather, &¢. as above, having been working out of this North Bay, and now got off the Strait where the Tide comes in, ‘Went on Shore, as above, to try
the Tide, and to find from wheace the Flood comes. The Land is very high heres The Gunner, Carpenter, and Clerk along with me.

( L8 )

| Variation.
N.45°. W,




Sunday,

Aug. 8.

Obf. Lat.
63° 41/,

Latit. by
Acc. 65°.

38,

Wind, Weather, &c. as above,

LW.

Remarkoble Obferwations on Board bis Majefiy's Ship Furnace, on a Difcovery iz North America,

H. K.

———

l Ll o ,

10 4

where the Floed came in.

16 or 18 Leagues.

allow Time for a s

F. ‘ Courfe.

Winds,

6. 8., W,
E, N. E.

r'gl |

Our Courfe made fince 2 in the Morning that we bore away, to Noon, is S. 30°. W. Dift. 47 Miles, Depart. 23,
turned on Board laft Night, as above, having been 15 Miles from the Place where we landed.

paffed over high Mountains, till we came to the furthermoft, which overlcoks the frozen Strait, and the Eaft Bay

or 20 Leagues to the Scuthward of our Station,
efton’s Portiand is Part of Hudfon’s North Bay

mentioned Ba: and%ut is

TRANSACTION S, &e.
Lying to for the Boat, wp S. off S. W. At 2 made fail, and ftood in Shore,

Sounded 33, 30, 30, 27 Fathoms, Cape Hope N. half E. dift, 6 Leagues. The Beach
S. W, half W, The Middle of the frozen Straits E, S. E, 3 Leagues, Tack’d at three,

At 6 tack’d. A frefth Gale.
paft 6 laid to for the Boat,
W. 4 or 5 Leagues

Standing in for the Boat. Sounded 60 Fathoms. At half
At 8 C. Hope N, half E, or N. The low Beach Point W, S.

At half paft 9 I got on Board with the Boat, Continued lying. Frefh Galesand hazy,

Ditto frefh Gales and hazy, Much Ice all round us,
At 2 bore away. Fired a Gun for the Tender,

At 3 founded 35 Fathoms, diftant from the Beach 1 Mile, Cape Hige N.E. by N,
6 Leagues. The Beach Point S, E, by E. 9 Miles.

A frefh Gale and hazy, failing along the S, Shore. From the Point to a-breaft of usis
E. by N. and W. by S.
Ditto failing 3 Leagues off the S. Shore. As far as we can fee to the W. it lyeth W, S, W,

At half paft g lay'd to for the Tender. Much Ice on the W, Shore, near a third over.

Up S. by W, off S. W. At 12 the neareft Diftance from the N. Shore 8 or g Leagues.
| The S. Shore S. W, by S. Dift. 3 or 4 Leagues. Sounded 33 Fathoms.

5 2
te :

s Pt

5 Miles,
My Clerk, the Carpenter, Gunner, and one Indian were with me.

Longitude
from Lon-
don 85".

22/,

Variation
N.38°.W.
I re-

We

on the other Side; and could fee the Paffage
The narroweft Part of this Strait is 4 or 5 Leagues, being 6 or 7 at the broadeft, almoft full of long fmall Tflands.
It ftretches S. E. round to the
and tothe {mall Iflands. We faw very high Land 1
Bylot went 3 and the Bay which Fox named Lord %
- Longitude made with

i Fezand e, Ay syt

Its Length 1s about
S. To the Weftward we could fee it frcm Beginning to End all full of Ice not yet broken up, quite faft to both Shores,

which I take to run towards Cape Comifort, being the furtheft that
bout N, W. from the Weft End of Nottingham, by comparing our
likely | glfmylm, fo as not to

NTorctas-,
i e ph
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Rmar.(a&le Ob/érvamm on Board lm Ma_;q/?_y s b/:zp rurnacc, o Dijcovery i Rt mamnerica.

LW. H, K.|F. . Courfe. Winds. TRANSACTIONS, @ Longitude
Monday, il i 1 s : - —— | from Lon-
Aug. 9, i w.s. w.| E.bys.. At half paft 12 bore away. Made fail. At 2 the Mouth of the River Wager N. W. don 86°.
2 _‘1 23 .8 W. . ’ the qrs. N. 8 or g Leagues. 56'- W. ‘
4| 4| 4 Frefh Gales, Set all the Small-fails. At 4 C, Dobbs N. W, 3 qrs, W, Dift, 6 Leagues. ' f
6| 5| 3fs.w. by s. |
“,‘_‘ 6| 4 ‘
rol €] 2| N.w. Fair and clear. Sounded 50 Fathoms, ‘
Obf. Lat, 12| § Ditto. Sounded from 60 to 65 Fathoms. |
R FoITER | et { e | M | B i ‘
paed 2| 5 w. by s. | B. by N Frefh Gales, and hazy, Sounded at one, 56, 50 Fathoms. ~~ ‘
—— |} — bt 2 w
4| [8+ to deepen Altered Courfe, Sounded from 43 to 25 Fathoms. At 4 up Fore-fail, = Sounded 34 O
4 x | 4+{Water. Fathoms 5 Leagues off the North Shore. ~
L | Ups. E,
45 | 6 | © off i S, E. Reeft the Top-fails, and laid to for moderate Weather,
45 | 8] 3| o| Do drift | g, n. g, Sounded 66 and 70 Fathoms, Rocks and Stones.
- 45 |1O| 1| 4| Do. drift. 1 Ditto Weather. Sounded 68 Fathoms, ditto Ground.
}'\Iljt(yb})’ A% [qa —; I D N.E. b Sounded 70, 65 Fathoms. The Land on the S, Side in Sight from E. by S. to S. about Variation, :
> Sadl £ 4 0. +E. DY E. | 16 or 18 Leagues broad. N.33°.W. |
5 s s | | e [ ————

Have had Wind, Weather, Soundmgs, &, asabove. Our Courfe, allowing Lee-way, Drift and Variation, is S, 25°, W Dift, 94 Miles, Depart, 40 Miles,
At Noon Cape "Dobls bore N, 20°, E, Dift, 21 Leagues,




= —_— - T TR

Remarkable Obfervations on Board his Majefty's Ship Furnace, on a Difcovery 2 North America,

Tuefday, |LW.|H KiF.| Coufe. | Wind, TRANSACTIONS, & Longltude
AU L0 1T :
& ! 45 | 2| 1 _4"Up s, E. off Sounded 36 Fathoms. At 2 wore Ship, and lay’d to with her Head to the Northward., from Loq;z-
s s, k. diift. Freth Gales, and a head Sea. do";a \;avs >
Dotam N . o0 . Sounded 45, 43, 44 Fathoms, The Extreme Part of the S, Shore in Sight from S. t Sidie ¥
45 | 4] 1 4 “.') ::f}‘)r: \:‘._ v-e by E. | g E. by E, b or 7’Leagues. ' RSN
B T R i By w. At 7 made fail. Moderate Weather, Stood in for the N, Shore, At 8 faw it 11
£5 10 M 4o N, wh. n the S, Shore.  Sounded 60 Fathoms in the Mid-way. P Y o
45 |8} © N. E
PRI Moderate Weather, Standing over for the N, Shore, Sounded 6 Fat
Tt 6he to| 2| |N.b.w. At 10 lay'd to. 475 45, 45 Fathoms,
63°. 56", Tl Upwn.N. £
45 ['2| 1 zlcil-f—fq-.— by w. Her Head to the Northward. Sounded 4, 43 Fathoms,
| Upw.b
45 | 2| 1 |°ﬁl-) : b; :, E.N. E. Moderate. Sounded 47 to 45 Fathoms,
e e e ‘Sounded 45, 35 Fathoms, At 4 wore, The N, Shore from N, E. to N, N, W, neareft
45 | 4| 1] 2 Dift. N, 4 or 5 Leagues,
45 | 6] 2 3 E.N.E. At 5 made fail. Sounded 45 Fathoms,
g 4‘ o bW & Ftr;% Ct;)al;;, and l&agﬁ Soufded 40, 39, 36, 37 Fathoms, The N. Shore from N. by
= ) - » by N, neareft Dift. 3 Leagues,
10 3‘ w.b. N.Ex Kept as near Shore as we could, to look for Openings or Paffages in the Land, Sounded
Ktk . g kA lis 29, 24, 26 Fathoms, Stones and Rocks, and fome Sand.
Acc. 63°. W N. W s
S;C 63 tz 3} 6 W.N.W.| E. N E. | Moderate. Sounded 35, 35, 34, 25 Fathoms, Out firft Reefs of the Top-fails. l‘\I/auanon
Y ——‘~‘—l . qzo.W.
2 L]
De’;‘a}::.fcs :.4. Hours have had Wind, Weather, Soundings, &'¢, as per Logg,  Our Courfe, allowing Drift, Lee-way, and Variation, is W, 13 S, Diftance 53 Miles,
At Noon Cape Dobbs bore N, 44°. E. Dift, 35 Leagues,

- - > seaa
- e - = = - AN S il ol G S . T ongitude
N T it XV xy RC. ¥ §  Couife. WWinds. I e iy e SR S S e e ‘ s Fore
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Remarkable Obferwations on Board bis Majefly's Ship Furnace, ez a Difcovery in North America.

Wednef- | LW. H.K. F. | Courfe. Winds. TRANSACTIONS, &e. Longitude
day, w0 e i from Lox-
Aug. 11, 2| 3 3| w.s. wW. | E. by s. Moderate and hazy, Sounded 30, 34, 36 Fathoms, don, go°,
R (G e Sl 25’ W, :
/.1 i ' w. by s Ditto Weather, Sounded 39, 34 Fathoms. At 3 fet Fore-fail, 2 {
¢l-g 31 W.S. W Continued failing in Sight of the main Land off the N. Shore, quite from C. Hope, ' ?
e ) Halled off to deepen our Water. Sounded 34, 28 Fathoms. l
g || — diee A freth Gale. Sounded 29, 35, 40 Fathoms. At 8 up Fore-fail, and double-reeft :
%5 [ e i L0, both Top-fails. Lay’d to till Day-light. g
i i W DD e
¥ 45 17O 1] VP off 5. 5. w. | E. by s. Sounded 52 Fathoms. Freth Gales, and clear Weather, !
}"at. ()b{. i T - X :
630_ 1 4"1\' 45 2 Ditto. ditto. Ditto Weather, Sounded 42, 44 Fathoms. [
S | T T v— | — o —— :
45 | 2 Ditto ditto. Sounded 60, 65 Fathoms, Ditto Weather, A
. 45 | 4 Ditto ditto. Sounded 65, 65 Fathoms, At 4 made fail, o
( I e At 6 flood in with a Head-land g or 10 Leagues to the Eaftward of Brook Cobbam, Bore by
F ol § g VRS sy N. W. by N, Dift. 5 or 6 Leagues, Sounded 60 to 49 Fathoms,
8 Noby w. .z, by E. At 7 fet Fore-fail. Sounded 60 to 50 Fathoms, Little Wind, and fair Weather,
O N. N. W. Sounded from 49 to g Fathoms. Standing for this Head-land, Two Leagues off faw
B feveral black Whales playing in fhoal Water, Variass
: il ariation
I‘M'byA’c' < At 12 halled off from the Head-land to decpen our Water, At Noon faw the Ifland of obferved |
63°. 19", ! m—l—l—|— Brook Cobbam bore W. by S. 8 or g Leagues, At Noon 20 Fathoms 4 Leagues off Shore, ' N.28° W,

Bays. This Head-land, and the other in Latitude 64°, make a deep Buy. In our Paffage out we did not fee the Bottom of it, as we now have done, by keeping clofes
in Shore. 'We have feen feveral black Whales of the Whalebone Kind.

Our Courfe made fince laft Noon, allowing Dnft, Lee-way and Variation, is W, 429, S, dift. 54 Miles, depart, 40 Miles,

At Noon Cape Daobbs bore N, 44°, E, dift. 55 Leagues,

|
l
Continued coafting the Shore of the #ellcome all along from our frozen Strait, and hitherto found all to be main Land, tho’ there may be many fmall Iflands and deep I
|




Thurf{day,
Aug. 12.

Lat. obf.
62°. 49,

Have had Wind, Weather, Soundings,

to fee if we could water our Ships there

marbly Stone. It is about 3 Leagues from the W, M.
Our Courfe made fince laft Noon to this Day at Noon
&, B, This llland bears from Cape Dobds S, 42°

Remarkable Obferwations on Bocrd bis Majefly’s Ship Furnace, on a Difcovery in Worth America.

LW, .I;I..'E.'F_ Courfe, Winds,
2l 3 2:s.w.byw. V.E. byE.

_~-:_2. 6fs.w. L w.

_—_—_5_3—2 w. by s.

o 8_2 4

i i [ by

o7 o | AR w by .

e R |
— e | e——

o

Tg- b_3 E. by s. .\:.1:'.17_'.’_;.

~"~—;_4 NON.Wol R, E.

b 5 3% 0 S0

S

for Home. This Ifland is i

TRANSACTIONS, &e.

Moderate and clear Weather, Sounded 39, 30, 31, 25, 23, 17 Fathoms.

Ditto Weather. Sounded 23, 20, 34, 38, 40, 45 Fathoms, The S. End of Brook
Cobbam W. N. W. 4 Leagues,

Ditto Weather. Sounded 38, 24, 25 Fathoms,

At 8 brac’d to, and tryed the Tide, It came from the Eaft, Tack’d,
Lying to until Day-light, Sounded 34, 37, 39 Fathoms,

Sounded 38, 37, 35 Fathoms,

Little Wind and variable, Sounded 35, 36, 37, 39 Fathoms,

At 3 fent the Lieutenant with the fix-oar’d Boat to Brook Cobbam, to try the Tides
there, = At 4 madefail. Work’d to Windward.

At 6 tack’d, Stood in for the Ifland, expeing our Boat’s coming off.

Sounded 50, 46, 43, 43 Fathoms.

Working to Windward to wait for our Boat.

At 12 the Middle of Brook Cobbam Ifland bore N. E. by E. 4 or 5 Leagues. Continued

| working up towards it,

Longitude
from Lon-
don, 919,

43 W.

Variation
N.28°. W,

&e. as per Logg. At 3 in the Morning fent the Lieutenant and the two Indians a-fhore, to try the Tide at Brook Cobbam, and
n Latit, 63°. 20". and Longitude from the Meridian of London 919, 40'. Weft. All of a hard white
ain, its Length 7 Leagues N, W. by W, and S. E. by E, by Compafs, Its Breadth 3 Leagues in the broadeft Parta
is W. 349, S, Dift. 40 Miles, depart. 33 Miles.
+ Weit, Dift, s8 Leagues,

(z)
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Friday L.W. |H.[K.'F.| Coutfe. Winds, TRANSACTIONS, &. =
gt A 4 g [N Y.
Aug. 13. e 4&\.[}.5.5-5. g A {mall Breeze. Working up towards the Ifland, 3 Leagues off Shore, Sounded 23
& il B 19, 15, 16, 15 Fathoms,
4| 2 S. E. E.N. E. Tack'dat 2, The Body of the Ifland bore E, N. E: 7 Miles, in 15 Fathom Water,
i T l
6 l At 6 almoft calm, Came to with our fmall Anchor, the Tender by us, in 24 Fa- '
ol —- | thoms, to ftop the Tide, and for the Boat. The Middle of the Ifland bore N, E, by E. .
) 4 Leagues,
. Light Airs, and variable, i
n
10 Fired 2 Gun every half Hour, as a Signal for the Boat to come off, ,’
I2
e = At 1 the Boat come on Board,
2v
o R R ~
= >
N 4 Moderate and hazy, w
D ] e, s— . e’
6! At g I fent the Mafter and the fix-oar’d Boat a-fhore for Water ; alfo the Tender’s
20/ o | Boat for Water.
8
10| Our Men employed in fcraping and cleanfing between Decks,
12 At 12 made a Signal for the Boats to come off, |

Have had Wind, Weather, &¢. as above. The Lieutenant returncd on B ard as above, and gave me an Account, that being but two or three Hours on Shore, therg |

was neither high or low Water during that Time. That they faw thrce Dee- at their Landing, one of which they killed ; alfo a white Bear, which they brought on
Board, but it was very poor, Found every whese Plenty of fiefh Water ; and faw fome Swans and Ducks,
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Remarlable Obfervations on Board his Majefty’s 8hip Furnace, on a Difcovery in North America,

snturfiny, LW. HK. F. . Courfe. ‘Winds, TRANSACTIONS, &e. 7
Aug, 14. -—2 N. b. w. Moderate and variable Winds.
& Ditto. At 4 the Boat came on Board with 1 Tun of frelh Water, At 5 I fent her
4 A away for more, ’
6
8 N.N. W. Fired every half Hour 1 Gun for our Boat,
(o Continued firing, Hazy.,
: e Ditto. Hazy,
— _1—— T )
a At 2 the Boat got on Board with the Water,
4 I fent the Boat again for more Water ; and the two Northern Indians with a fmall-Boat
] | [ we had from the Tender, bought at Churchsll for tranfporting them into their own Country,
i or the main Land. I gave them a large Load of Powder, Shot, Hatchets, Tobacco,
6 Toys, &'¢, and Provifions for fume Time,
8
10 C
12
e 0 SO0 2 4

. B
\ from ZLor-

P>
_ e




Sunday,
Aug. 13.

Latitude
by Acc.
b1 27,

Our Courfe made fince 8 lat Night, the Bearing and Diftance of the Ifland included
Boat returned as above, and gave me an Account, that the higheft Tides, by the Marks left on the Shore, are about 22

Remarkable Objervations o DOAra n mis Savyony = <= = ======s

TRANSACTIONS,

L.W.H. K, F. ' Courfe. ' Winds.
v _. B Variable little Winds and Calms.
] *4 S0 At 4 weighed, and made a Signal for our Boat to come off.
L —(- e N. W. A light Air, and {mall Rain.
T —h o At 7 the Boat came on Board with another Tun of Water. Bore away for Home.
ST ) O

10| 3| 2 s N. Sounded g5 Fathoms, Brook Cobbam, the Body of the Ifle, bore N, E. by N, 15 or
e U e 16 Miles at 8.

Z _3 4 Y+ s 28 Sounded 60 Fathoms. Cloudy and hazy.

EER N Frefh Gales and hazy, with Rain, No Ground at 6o Fathoms,

4] §1 1 Ditto Weather.. Sounded 70, 70 Fathoms.

oA 6_; Ditto and Rain, Sounded 70 Fathoms, foft.
=0 —? —7 B Hazy., Much Rain, Scunded 70 Fathoms, mudd.
i ; _~ ¥ N. N. W. Foggy and Rain. A tumbling Sea. Sounded 65 Fathoms.
v l_z _(3 I N.Weby N. InMizzen Top-fail. Got in our Boat from along-fide, Sounded 75 Fathoms.

In firft Reef Top-fails,

Longitude
from Lazn-
don QO°.,

25 W,

Variation
N.z6°.W.

, isS. 21°, E. from the faid Ifle yo2 Miles, Depart. 36, 3 Miles, At 7 our
Feet, and that it flows W.or W, by N. They

lcft the two Northerp Indians on the Ifland of Brook Cobbam to make the beft of their Way the firlt Opportunity of fair Weather, with their fmall Boat., The other In=

dian, who was the Linguift, defiring to fee England, and I having his Friends and the Gavernor’s Confent to ity took him along with us, Myfelf and Men being o- very

ill, and I perceiving we could do no more to any Purpofe, bore away for Home as above,
At Noon Brook Cobbam bare N. 21°, W, Dift, 34 Leagues,

(%)

pesnii i :‘.t.‘.—_"‘;_:_“'—--w“'i. .
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Remarkable Obferations on Board his Majefly's Ship Furnace, ox a Difiowery in North America, ‘

Monday, | LW. H K. [F.\ Coure. Winds, TRANSACTION S, &e. Longitude
e o oo = = from Lon-
Aug,. 10. 2| 5| 4 s. E. N. W - Fgggy, and much Rain, A great Sca from the Northward, Shortned Sail for the | 7, 8o *
: ender, - e 2
Sm— | — | — — 7 S 37’. w- -
4| 6] 2| ditto. Ditto Weather, Sounded 75 Fathoms, L
6| 5| 4|s.-E. by E | n. N. W Continual Rain. Set Mizzen Top-fail,
8| 3| 5 Ditto, and foggy. .
10| 3 Ditto. Sounded go Fathoms, Little Wind,
Ob{ Lat. 12| 2 Ditto, and Rain. Sounded go Fathoms,
61°. 00", | m——|—|—l— :
2 6ls.. by B w. Almoft calm, ~
—_— | — .,
L}
4 4 3| E.s. E. S. W. Up Fore-fail for the Tender, Sounded go Fathoms, 3
Orm— -—.!— —_—
6 1| 4 Cloudy and Rain, At g fet Fore-fail and Jibb, Sounded zoo Fathoms,
8 1 4 s. by w. Ditto, Out Reefs of the Top-fails,
10| 3! 4 i Hazy, and frequent Shawers of Rain.
Latit. by | el —
Acc. 61°, 12| 4 § Frefh Gales and hazy.
10. N, —_—
Have had frefh Gales, and foggy, with much Rain, and a great tumbling Sea from the Northward. Our Courfe made, allowing Variation, is E. 6° S. dift, 82 Miless
Depart, 81 Miles. 1 find by Obfervation that we are more Southward than by Account, which is owing to our bad Steerage ; for we have not above two Men able to go te
the Helm, who are tolerably acquainted with it, : :

At Noon Brook Cobbam bore from us W, 45°, N. Dift, 56 Leagues,

o

TLongitude
froyn L.or-
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Tuefday, |L.W.H K F.| Coufe. , Winds. TRANSACTIONS, & ' Longitude
Aug. 17. e from Lon-
! 8 | 2| 4 7] E-5.E. S. Frefh Gales, and hazy, don 85°. ;
S | wo—| — — : 4—7’- W. .
81 4] 4 g.bys. | s. by E. Ditto. | ‘
11 | 6] 3| 4] . by ne5. E. by s. Ditto, and cloudy, Set Main-fail,
11| 8] 4] 2 Ditto, At 8 fet up Main-fail. |
It f1c]| 2| 2 Hazy, and fmall Rain. Sounded 120 Fathoms,
12 trzl 2zl He.bin. &N Ditto. Sounded 120 Fathoms.
12 | 2l 1 N.E, % E | B8R, At 1 tack’d, Fired 1 Gun for a Signal to the Tender, Let to Wind, —~
= 0 I B | -
12 | 4] 1 s, Almoft calm, At 4 founded 120 Fathoms. R §
s T T { ! N
5| 6 2 B8 B Lsl-NoE. Ditto, Hazy and foggy. Set Top-gallant Sail, Sounded 120 Fathoms,
5 | 8} 2| 4| E- by s. | neE. by N. Ditto, and foggy.
¢ 1o —2 6 At g fet Main-fails,
Latit. by | ——<l=l|—
Acc. 61°, 11 |12} 3| ¢/sie.by En.E. by E F : : Variation
iy B ol : oggy. At 11 in Top-gallant Sails,
26’. ——-‘—_—_\—-' ggy P g N. 260.Wn

Srgﬁe }mi]) for the moft part thick foggy Weather, with Rain and Wind variable, as per Logg. Our Courfe filed, allowing Lee-way and Vasiation, is E, 27% N, Dift,
58 Miles, Depart, 52 Miles,

At Noon Brook Cobbam Ifland bore W, 29°, N, Dift, 66 Leagues,




Wednef-
day,
Aung. 18,

Lat. obf.
61°.-36".

Latit, by

Acc. 63°.

36,

Thefe 20 Hours have had little Wind variable, and hazy foggy Weather,

Miles.

‘Remarkable Obfervations on Board his Majefty’s Ship Furnace, en a Difcovery in North America,
L.W. H. K, F.' Courfe, | Winds,

4

T'RANSACT FONS, <.

E. S+E,

N. E.

’J'-ﬁ-

S TR

,m '-#I-P'O\I\l

E.b.s Zs.

Ns E.by N.

E. by s.

Z
z
-

N. by E.

b Lo

|.:.- ,\) lx]’

At Noon Brook C ebbam W. 22° N, Dift, 76 League

i = e S

|

A~ Sty B

A thick Fogg. At half paft 1 vp Main-fail for the Tender,
Ditto Weather,
Little Wind,

Hazy.

A fmall Breeze, with a thick Fogg. Sounded 120 Fathoms, Mudd and Clay,
ithe

Ditto Weather, almoft calm. Sounded 120 Fathoms,

Ditto, little Fogg. Sounded rzo Fathoms.

Ditto Weather, Set Top-gallant Sails, Sounded 120 Fathoms,

Ditto Weather.
Light Airs, and hazy. Sounded 120 Fathoms.

Ditto, fair and clear, Cleaned all between Decks, Shortened Sail for the Tender,

Ditto, fair Weather,

E L N LIs

[ .

ot

Longitude
from Lous
don 84°,
17’ W,

Variation.
N.z7°.W,

Our Courfe, allowing Lee-way and Variation, is E, 109, N, Dift. 44 Miles, Depart, 43

{ 8% J:
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