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}g.ﬁTURz&L HISTORY, inits general fenfe,
comprehending the whole produce of the Crea-
tion, as confifting of Beafts, Birds, Fifhes, In-
fe&ts, Reptiles, Flowers, thts Stores, Fofils,
and Minerals, it was impoflible to include, in
two {mall volumes like the following, even the
names of the different articles: we were therefore
obliged to make a feletion of a part, which we
confidered the moft curious, interefting, and
worthy the attention of the pupil ftudying ‘that
fcience of Nature

In the progrefs of the work, thofe Beafts, Birds,
InfeCts, and Flowers, are particularly defcribed,
A3 that
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that are diftinguifhed by any peculiar charae-
teriftics of beauty, utility, curiofity, or medicinal

virtue.

It has been our endeavour to trace more thofe
grand outlines of fublime wonders that elevate the
heart to the Creator, than to defcend to the mi-
nute invefligation of a mere fpeculatift ; for, in

the work of the ingenious Blackmore,

¢ Who can this field of miracles furvey,

¢¢ And not with GarLen™ all in rapture fay

] 3
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¢¢ Behold a Gobp ! adore him, and obey !

his ‘engaging {ubje&, much as it is neg-
others, the moft neceffary to
finifh

* GALEN was prv:\f}ﬂ‘s:iiy an atheift, until he providen-
tially faw a human fkeleton, which, confidering attentively,
with regard to the wifdom difplayed in its firu@ure, was
the immediate caufe of his not only believing in a God, bus

becoming a moft zealous profeflor of religion.
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finith a polite education. It foftens and huma-
nizes the mind imperceptibly ; for it leads us to
this {ublime truth—That nothing is created in
vain; and teaches us, that a knowledge of God is
the moft noble, and fhould therefore be the. ulti-
mate obje&t of all our purfuits. 'This divine
{cience is therefore the only means by which we
can know ourfelves, and be grateful for thofe
beings that are created for our ufe, fuppert, and
protection.

‘We have been more anxious to vindicate the
dignity of Nature, than to debafe it with puerile
refearches. Whenever any grand deviation was
obfervable in one beaft or bird from another, we
made free to fearch for the final caufe, indepen-
dent of former opinions, however fanétioned by
authority, when they happened not to be con-
genial with our own fentiments, To trace the

final
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final caufes, or the reafons of the difference in the
various clafles of birds and beafts, is the firft and
moft effential objeét to purfue in the fludy of
Nature. To look for differences, as fome have
done, only to gratify a prepoffeflion for DD‘."CL?},';
without improving the mind or amending t
heart, is to _turn Natural Hiflory into a raree-
fhow, inftead of adopting it as a {cience.

To avoid that tedious detail of defcription
which tires by its {famenefs, and confufes by its
intricacy, Wwe have fpecified only thofe charac-
teriftics that were effential to notice, in order to
be able to diftinguifh one animal from another :
but, in this, the peculiar beauties are more par-
ticularly noticed than any deviation of colour or

form, that had no quality to recommend it to
our attention,

Witk




our readers, as an abridgement could pofiibly
admit. That the fludent might know of w
{pecies every bird and beaft Was, which this
volume contains, they are defcribed in the order
of their refpetive claflfes. Whenever there were
more of a {pecies than the limits of the work
would admit of being deflcribed, they are ipeci-
fied by name, accordirg to the moft accurate
naturalifts,

It being the defire of tke Proprietor of this
work torender every part of it as complete as in
his power, he has taken all poflible care to obe
tain the moft corre& drawings of the different
Beafts, Birds, Infe@s, and Flowers, contained in
thefe volumes; for he conceived that nothing
can tend fo much to imprefs any defcription on

' the
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the mind, as the addition of a perfect reprefen-
tation of the original: imprefled with this opi-
nion, he hopes his endeavours to aid the under-
taking with all that could render it inftru&ive
and interefting, will be received as a fmall token
of that refpect he has for the public patronage he
siow ventures to folicit.

INDEX.
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NATURAL HISTORY.

QUADRUPEDS.

THEIR GENERAL NATURE.

INTRODUWC T I O

UADRUPEDS, after Maw, in Natural Hiftory,
require the next attention, and for the following reafons.
Being of fimilar ftructure with ourfelves, having inftinéts

and properties fuperior to all other parts of .Animated

Voi. I, B Nature,




2 INTRODUCTION.

Nature, affording great affiftance to Man, and fometimes
exercifing the greateft hoftilities, muft render them the
moft interefting part of the Creation, and claim the firft

attention of the Naturalift,

SimiLiTupE To MAN.---Like us, ‘they are elevated
above the Birds, by their young being produced alive;
above the clafs of Fifhes, by breathing through the lungs;
above Infe&@s, by blood circulating through their veins ;
and moftly, above all parts of the Creation, by being
partly or entirely covered with hair. Since Quadrupeds fo
nearly approach us in animal perfeétion, how little reafon

have we to be vain of our corporeal qualities !

F16URE.---The heads of Quadrupeds are generally
adapted to their mode of living. In fome, it is fharp,
to enable them to turn up the earth, where they find
their food depofited ; in others, it is long, in order to
afford room for the olfalory nerves; in many, it is fhort
and thick, to firengthen the jaw, and qualify it for
eombat. Their legs and feet are entirely formed to
the natore and exigencies of the animal, When the
body
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body is heavy, the legs are thick and ftrong; when it
is light, they are a&ive and flender, Thofe that feed
on fith, are made for {wimming, by having webbed
feet; thofe that prey upon animals, are provided with
claws, which they can draw and fheath at pleafure; but
the more peaceable and domeftic animals are generally
furnithed with hoofs, which, being more neceflary for
defence than attack, enable them to traverfe the immenfe
tracts which they are deftined to pafs over, either to
ferve man, fearch for food, or avoid hoftility.

DisrosiTioN For PrEY.---Beafts of Prey feldom
devour each other. Nothing but extreme hunger can
induce them to commit this outrage againft Nature ;
and, when they are obliged to feek fuch a fubfiftence,
the weakeft affords to the ftrongeft but a difagreecable
repat. In fuch cafes, the Deer or Goat is what they
particularly feek after, which they either take by pur-
fuit or furprile.

NATURAL SAGAcCITY.---In countries uninhabited
by Man, fome.animals have been found in a kind of
B 2 -.,'l‘v':.j'




2 INTRODUCTION.

civil fociety, where they feemed united in mutual friend-
fhip and benevolence : but no fooner does Man intrude
upon their haunts, than their bond of fociety is dif-.

folved, and every animal feeks fafety in folitude.

CroTHING oF ANIMALS.---In the colder climates,
they are covered with a fur, which preferves them from
the inclemencies of the weather; in the more tempe-
rate, they have fhort, and in the warmer climates, they
have f{carcely any hair" upon their bodiess Thus we
perceive that they are provided with clothing, according

to the nature of their fituation.

FrrociTY.---Where men are the moft barbarous,
animals are the moft ferocious. Thofe produced in
climates of extreme heat, poffefs a nature fo favage,

that they are fcarcely evex tamed.

Foop.---The place, as well as the nature of their
food, is adapted to the fize and fpecies of the animal.
Thofe feeding in wvallies are generally larger than thofe
that feck their focd on mountaintse In warm climates,
theis
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their plenteous and nutritive food renders them remark-
able for bulk. Milk is their firft aliment.

PropucE.---Beafts that are large, ufelefs, and for~
midable, produce but few at a time, while thofe that
are fmall, ferviceable, and inoffenfive, are more pro-
liic. This feems to be adapted with the moft admirable
proportion ; for, were the fmaller and weaker to have
lefs offspring, their race might be deftroyed, by being

{o frequently made the prey of ftronger animals.

CouRrRAGE.---In defence of their young, no danger
or terror can drive animals from their protetion. Such
as have force, and fubfift by rapine, are moft formidable

in their ferocious courage.

GENERATION.---Each fpecies of Quadrupeds bring
forth their young at the time when Nature moit plen-
teoufly affords them their refpe&ive nutriment. Thofe
animals which hoard up provifions for the winter, pro-
duce their young in January, by which time they are
enzbled to colle fufficient fubfiftence for their offspring..

B 3 Quadrupeds
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Quadrupeds which are called oviparous, from being hatched

from eggs, fuch as the Crocodile, Turtle, &c. are the
moft prolific, being no fooner freed from the fhell than

they attain their utmoft ftate of animal perfetion.

Every fpecies of animal has its peculiar cry, by
which they diftinguisth each other, and communicate the
general exprefiions of their paffions, as fear, joy, de-
fire, &c. Thus has the all-wife, bountiful, and divine
Creator, in his infinite wifdom, formed a race of ani-
mals for the ufe of mankind, and granted us domi-
nion over them, which fhould never be exercifed but

with the greateft humanity.
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OF all Quadrupeds, the Horfe is the moft generous,
ferviceable, and beautiful. There is none to which
man is more indebted. Wild horfes herd together in
affemblies of five or fix hundred, and depute one as a
«entinel to guard the reft while (leeping. Arabia is the

B 4 mofd




2 NATUR AL HISTORY.

moit famous for this animal in its wild ftate. But the
Englifh Horfe excels all in fize, utility, and fwiftnefs.
It is longer lived than the Barb, and more hardy than
the Perfian. The famous Childers was fo fleet as to
yun a mile in a minute. The Englitfh hunters are al-
lowed to be the moft ufeful horfes in the world. -To
give a defeription of this well-known animal, is unne-
ceffary, as there is fcarcely a country in which he is
not to be found. Spain, Italy, Denmark, Germany,
Hungary, Holland, Flanders, France, Crete, Morocco,
Turkey, Perfia, India, China, Tartary, and Arabia,
abound with various fpecies of them, which differ ac-
cording to the foil and climate of the country. But
the general received opinion is, that the native clime of
this noble animal is Arabia, to which all the countries
above mentioned are indebted for the different breeds

of Horfes they pofiefs.

I'ts difpofition to war caufed it to be confecrated te

Mars, the God of Battle,
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©r their hides are made collars, and all kinds of
barnefs ; their manes and tails are ufed in perukes,
lines for angling, covering for chair feats, cords, floor-

cloths, and a variety of other articles.

A

LrHoucH they are endowed with waft fvength,
and great powers, yet they feldom lexert either to the

prejudice of their mafters; on the contrary, they will

ully encounter the greateft fatigues for their be-
pefit. They fear and love the human race, and are
of a very benevolent difpofition. And yet, notwithftand-
ing all the good qualities of this noble and generous

animal, when he is fo enfeebled by age, and worn

down by the fevere drudgery of his lordly mafter, as to
be incapable of contributing any longer to his pleafure,
his ambition, or his avarice, he is (as if ingratitude
was peculiar to the human fpecies) fold for fcarcely the

worth of his bridle, In this ftate of lamentable exiit-
ence, he is configned to the cruel treatment of fome
inhumian wretch, who chaftifes him for that weaknefs
incident to his old age, or which he has acquired in
the fesvitude of his former mafter, and thus torturcs

B 3 the
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the remnant of his life, ‘which fhould, were it only
~ . . »iy . gt
for paft fervices, be cherithed with the moft tender

care and attention.

SvcH is the firength of the Englith draught-horfe,
that in London they have been feen to draw three tons
weight. In Yorkfhire, the pack-horfes ufually carry a
burthen of 420lb. over the higheft hills,
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rI‘HIS animal refembles the Horfe very nearly in form,
but, being of a diftinét fpccies, in a ftate of nature it
is entirely differents It is found wild in the leferts
of Lydia and Numidia, where it is caught with trapa.
Of their fkins, fhagrecn leather, and cther valuable ar-

b e ticles




iz NATURAL HISTORY.

ticles are manufactured. The plantain is their favourite
vegetable, Their fcent is fo acute, that they are ca-
pable of {melling their driver or owner at a great dif-
tance, and will even diftinguith him in a crowd. In
proportion to his fize, he is ftronger than the Horfe,

and fupported with much lefs care and fuftenance. In

y

[

ome countries they are fo large, that in Spain a Jack~
afs is frequently feen fifteen hands high. Of all ani-
mals covered with hair, the Afs is the leaft fubjeét to
vermin. HIis period of exiftence is from twenty to
twenty-five years; and, although he can endure much
more fatigue and hardfhip than a Horfe, he has much
lefs fleep. It is related of this animal, that he will

never ftir if he be blinded.

Tur Afs was originally imported into America by the

Spaniards, who now hunt them for their diverfion.

I~ his natural ftate, he is fleet, fierce, and formi-
dable, but when domefticated, he is the moft gentle
of all animals, and affumes a patience and fubmiffion
even humbler than his fituation. He is very temperate
in
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in eating, and contents himfelf with the refufe of
the vegetable creation. As to his drink, he is exe
tremely delicate, for he will flake his thirft at none but
the cleareft brooks, and thofe to which he is moft accuf-
tomed. When young he is fprightly, and tolerably
handfome; but age deprives him, as well as all other
parts of animated nature, of thofe qualities; he then
becomes flow, ftupid, and obftinate. The She-afs goes
eleven months with young, and never produces more

than one at a time.

TwE ingenious author of the Spefiacle de la Nature
obferves, in fubftance, that though he is not poffefled of
very thining qualities, yet what he enjoys are very folid;
that the want of a noble air hath its compenfation in
a mild and modeft countenance; that his pace is uni-
form, and, although he. is not extraordinary {wift, he
purfues his journey a long while without intermiffion;
and that he is perfe€tly well contented with the firft
thiftle that prefents itfelf in his way; in fhort, that
this nindefatigable animal, without expence or pride, re-
plenifhes our cities and villages with all forts of com-

modities.
By Witu
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Witk refpe& to their general difpofition, the fame

author informs us, ¢ That the Afs refembles thofe
L 1

people who are naturally heavy and pacific, whofe
underftanding and capacity are limited to hufbandry

or commerce, who proceed in the fame track with-

ac

£

¢ out difcompofure, and complete, with a ferious and

¢ pofitive air, whatever they have once undertaken *’
f Y

TxE medicinal virtues of Affes-milk, in reftoring
health and vigour to our debilitated conftitutions, might
alone entitle this harmlefs and inoffenfive animal to a
Kinder return than it generally experiences from their
inhuman and ungrateful mafters !




THE Z B B R A,

THIS animal is the moft wild and beautiful in nature,
and is principally found in the fouthern parts of Africa.
It is faid to furpafs all others in fwiftnefs, and even
ftands better and firmer upon its legs than the Horfe.
There was one in England that would cat bread, meat,

B 8 and
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and tobaceco. Itdiffers from the wild Afs, with which it
has been frequently confounded, in the defcription given
of it by fome naturalifts. In fhape it more refembles the
Mule, than the Horfe or the Afs: it is lefs than the for-
mer, and longer than the latter: its ears are longer than
thofe of the Horfe, and fhorter than thofe of the Afs:
it has a large head, a firaight back, well-placed legs, 'and
tufted tail. The fkin is clofe and fmooth, and the hind
guarters are round and well formeds The male is white
and brown; the female white and black. The colours are
fo regularly ftriped, that they appear to be painted, and
refemble fo many ribbons laid over its body ; fo that, at a
fmall diftance, the Zebra appears to have been drefied by

art, inftead of being fo admirably adorned by Nature.

MULE.---This animal is bred between a Horfe and a
She-afs, or a Jack-afs and a Mare. In Spain, where
they are ufed to draw people of the firft diftinction, they
are frequently fold at fifty or fixty guineas each. The

common Mule is very healthy, and lives about thirty
years,

RUMINATING
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RUMINATING ANIMALS

ARE fuch as are diftinguithed for chewing the cud,
and being the moft mild and eafily tamed. The Fero-

cious or the Carnivorous kinds, feek their food in gloomy
folitude ; but thefe range together in herds, and the
very meaneft of them unite in defence of each others
The food of Ruminating Animals being eafily procured,
they feem more indolent, and lefs artful than the Care

nivorous kinds, or thofe which feed on fleths
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Tz BULL, 0X, axp COW.

OF all Ruminating Animals thefe are firft in rank,

both with refpet to fize, beauty, and fervice. Many

o
of our Englifh peafants have only a Cow, from which
they obtain a livelinood. Cows improve the pafture
which affords them their nourithment. Their age is

calcylated
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calculated by their horns and teeth. Of all creatures,
this animal is moft affected by difference of foil, which,
being luxuriant, increafes their growth to a confidera-
ble fize, while in more fterile countries they are pro-
portionally diminutive. In Great-Britain, the Oxis the
only horned animal that will apply his ftrength to the
fervice of mankind. The Ox, in particular, will grow
to a prodigious fize, an extraordinary inftance of which
is at this time to be feen in London: he was bred at
Gedney, in the County of Lincoln, and is allowed by
judges to be much the largeft and fatteft Ox ever feen
in England; his beef and tallow alone being computed

to weigh 350 ftone, or 2800 pounds weight.

TuERE is no part of this animal without utility;
the blood, fat, marrow, hide, horns, hoofs, milk, cream,
whey, urine, liver, gall, fpleen, and bones, have each
their particular qualities. The hide, when tanned, is
manufa@ured into boots, fhoes, and various other ac-
commodations in life : vellum, and goldbeater’s-fkin are
alfo obtained from thefe animals : the hair, mixed with
lime, is ufed to cement our buildings: combs, knifs
handles,
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handles, boxes, buttons, drinking veffels, &c. are made
of their horns, which are alfo ufed as antidotes to poi-
fon, the plague, and fmall-pox : glue is made from the
chips of their hoofs, and the parings 6f the raw hides,
Their bones are an excellent fubftitute for ivory; and
their feet afford an oil, fo generally known under the
name of neat’s-foot-cil, that it needs no defcription here.
The blood is an excellent manure for fruit-trees, and
the chief ingredient of Pruffian-blue: the gall, livers
fpleen, and urine, are ufed in medicine. Milk, cheefe,
eream, and butter, are too common to require particular
mention. The fleth is of two forts, namely, veal and
beef, which, being drefled: various ways, is calculated
to invigorate the weak, fupport the laborious, and gra-

tify the voluptuous.

Tre Urus, or Wild Bull, is generally found in Lithu-
ania, a province of Poland.

TrERE are other fpecies of the Cow-kind, fuch as
the Bifon, Bonafus, Zebu, Beevehog, Buffale, and Si-
berian Cowe
Tus
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Tue BUFFALDO,

THE Buffalo, being more clumfy, is lefs beautiful
than the Cow. His fkin is alfo harder, thicker, blacker,
and thinner of hair: his fleth is hard, black, and dif-
agreeable, both to the tafte and fmell: the milk, though
abundanty,. is not o good as that which the Cow af-

; fords 3
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fords; in the warm countries, however, it is ufed to
make cheefe and butter. The hide, from its thick-
nefs and impenetrability, is drefled, and forms an article

called buff-leather, after his name.

| Two of thefe animals, yoked together, will draw
more than four ftrong horfes. When purfued, they will
often fwim over the largeft rivers with great facility.
They are found wild in many parts of Africa and
i Afia, and are likewife very common in Italy, from

whence they were brought into Lombardy, A. D. 5971.
"- They grow to twice the fize of our largeft oxen, and

their horns are fo large, that a pair is to be feen in
l the Mufeum which meafure fix feet, fix inches, and
_ a half in length, weigh forty-two pounds, and hold
’ ten quarts of water in their vacuities. ~Ariftotle, very
.

properly, calls thefe creatures Wild Oxen.

In the weftern parts of Florida, on this fide the Mifli-
ffippi, the Buffalo is hunted after the following manner:
the hunters range themfelves in four lines, forming a very
large fquare ; they then fet fire to the grafs, which is long

and
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and dry; the animals draw clofer together, as the fire
runs along the lines, of which they are much afraid,
and naturally fly from it, until they get quite clofe to-

gether: they then attack them brifkly, feldom fuffering

any to efcape. At thefe hunting-matches they generally
kill from a thoufand to fifteen hundred of thefe ani-

malss

Tre Buffalo, like other animals that feed on grafs,
is inoffenfive when undifturbed ; but, when wounded,

or even fired at, their fury is ungovernable.

Ix India, there is a fmaller kind of Buffalo, which

they make ufe of to draw their coaches,

In the northern parts of America there is another
animal, larger than the Ox, which has fhort black horns,

a large beard, and a head fo covered with hair, that

he makes a moft formidable appearance,

ANIMALS




ANIMALS of the SHEEP and G0AT KIND.

A LTHOUGH this fpecies comprehends many animals
of a fimilar nature, they differ with regard to their bo-

dies, horns, food, and covering.

TuE utility and inoffenfive nature of thefe animals,
is a proof that they have been long reclaimed from their
wild ftate, and adapted to domeftic purpofes. They both
appear to require prote&ion from man, whom they re-
ward with the greateft favours; they feem, indeed, to
court his fociety. Though the Sheep is moft fervice-
able, the Goat has more attachment and fenfibility. In
the earlieft ages the Goat appears to have been the
greater favourite, and fill continues fo amongft the poor.
But the Sheep has long been the principal objeét of

human care and attention; we fhall therefore begin with

Tus
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THIS animal, in its tame ftate, is the moft harmlefs
and defencelefs. When wild, it is faid to be of vaft
fwiftnefs, and only found in great flocks. As foon as
they are attacked, they form a ring, into the centre of
which the Ewes fall, where they are defended by the

Rams
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Rams in the moft vigorous manner. The woolly Sheep
is only found in Europe, and fome of the temperate
provinces of Afia. When fat, it is aukward in its mo-
tions, eafily fatigued, and frequently finks under the
weight of its own corpulence and rich fleeces. There is
no part of this admirable animal but what has its parti-
cular ufe,

WHEN two Rams meet, they engage very fiercely.
Every Ewe knows its Lamb, and every Lamb the bleat-
ing of its Ewe, even amidft thoufands. In England,
they chiefly feed on downs, in paftures, young fpring-
ing corn lands, or turnip fields; but the downs have,
from long experience, been found to prove by far the
moft beneficial, on account of the air and drynefs of
foil, no animal being fo fubject to the rot as Sheep, if
fed on marthy lande The whole flock of Ewes, We-
thers, and Lambs, are fheared once a year. Wethers
have generallv more and better wool than the Ewes.
Such is their utility in agriculture, that an hundred
Sheep will manure eight acres of ground.
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In Iceland they have a fpecies of this animal, called
Many-horned Sheep; they are of a dark brown colour,
and, under the outward coat of hair, have a fine, fhort,

foft fur, refembling wool.

Ix Spainy the Sheep produce a wool {fuperior to that
of any other country. It is of fo excelient a quality,
that our clothiers and hatters are obliged to purchafe it
at a very great price, in order to enable them to ma-
nufacture fome of their eftimable articles.

Tur great utility of Sheep to this country, may be
feen by the following moderate calculation of fleece-
wool annually produced by their growth.

AcCcorDING to the calculation of Young, in his Six
Months Tour, there are 466,532 packs of wool manu«
factured in Great - Britain and Ireland, and 235,000
packs exported unmanufactured, The value of which,
eftimated at an average of L+7. per pack, amounts to
£.5,260,724. The quantity manufatured is fuppofed
to amount to the fum of £. 12,434,855, annually, which

is
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is circulated amongft induftrious artifans. As the whole
walue of our manufattures, at the above period of cal-
culation, was faid not to exceed £+44,350,529, this
article alone may be confidered as equal in value to one-
third of all the reft of our produce and manufa@ures.
But what evinces ftill ‘more the value of Sheep to Great-
Britain and her dependencies, is, that the wool affords
employment to 1,557,334, out of 4,250,434, people,
which are fuppofed to be the number of the laborious
part.

Broap<TaILED Sheep are found in Tartary, Arabia,
Perfia, Barbary, Syria, and Egypt. Such is the weight
of wool on their tails, that Pennant fays, fome have
been known to weigh fifty pounds ; to preferve which
from wet, dirt, or other injury, they are ufually fup-

‘ported by a {mall board running upon wheels.

Or the Sheep kind, befide thefe, there are the Strep-
ficheros, found in Crete, and other iflands of the Ar-
chipelago, the Guinea Sheep, and the Mouffon.

Tuzz
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Tazx GO AT

THIS animal differs moft effentially from the Sheep,
in being covered with hair inftead of wool. Its chief
delight is to climb the higheft and fteepeft precipicess.
They are neither terrified at ftorms, or incommoded by
rain, According to the climate, they will have from
two to five kidse Their milk is fweet, nutritive, and

medicinal.

Tue Goat is found in every part of the world: every
clime feems congenial with its nature : for which rea=
fon it may juftly be called a citizen of the world. Its

age feldom exceeds ten or twelve years.

Tux Ibex, or Stone-Goat, is faid to have horns two

yards long, which increafe by knots annually.

Or the feveral diftiné&t fpecies of this animal, there
are, the Goat of Angora, Syrian Goat, the fmall Ame-
rican Goat, Blue Goat, Juda and Siberian Goat, and the
Greenland Goat, the latter of which has horns an ¢ll long.,

Tan
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Taz C AMELOPARD.

l HE Cameclopard fomewhat refembles the Deer in

form, without its fymmetry. It has been found eighteen

e et

feet high, and ten from the ground to the top of the
fhoulders The hinder parts are fo low, that, when ftand-
ing upright, it greatly refembles a Dog fitting, Neither

the
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the form or the temper of this animal adapts him fos
hoftility or defence; he is therefore timorous and inof-
fenfive, and, notwithftanding its fize, will endeavour to
avoid, rather than attack an enemy. It is chiefly 2
native of Ethiopia. The extraordinary length of the
fore légs obliges him to divide them when he feeds on
vegetables ; to avoid which trouble, he fubfifts moftly
on the leaves of trees. It is very raré in Europe; but
in earlier times it was known to the Romans, as,
among the colle@ion of eaftern animals, made on the
celebrated Przneftine pavement, by the direction of
Scylla, the Camelopard is found. It was likewife ex-

bibited by Julius Cefar, in the Circean Games.

IT was fuppofed by the Greeks to be generated be.
tween a Camel and a Leopard, from whence it derives
its name. It is fo uncommon, that not above one er
two have been feen in Europe for many hundred years.
Some have necks fifteen feet long. When they walk,

they move both their fore-legs together.

Trx
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Twe ct-ANTELOPRPE

IS principally diftinguithed from the Goat and Deer,
by having ity horns annulated and twifted, bunches of
hair on the fore legs, the lower part of the fides being
fireaked with black, red, or brown, and the infide of
the cars having three white ftreaks. '

Tux
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Tue Antelope generally inhabits the warmeft climates,
thofe: of America excepted. It is equally a&ive and
elegant, timid, lively, and wvigilant. Like the Hare,
its hind legs are longeft. It has alfo cloven feet, and
permanent horns,: like the fheep, which are fmaller in

the female than the male.

Tue chafe of thefe animals is a favourite diverfion
in the Eaft, In fleetnefs they exceed the Greyhound,
which frequently caufes 'the fportfman to train a Fal.
con to overtake them in the chafe. Their {wiftnefs
has afforded many beautiful fimilies and allufions in the
Eaftern poetry. The eye of the Antelope is fuppofed
to be the moft beautiful of any animal in the world ;
blending brilliancy with meeknefs. Some of this fpe-
cies form themfelves into herds of two or three thoufand,
and generally feek their food in hilly countries. Several
{yftematic writers have erroneoufly ranked this animal
among the Goat kind ; for it forms an intermediate
genus between that fpecies and the Deer; the texture and
permanency of the horns agreeing with the firft, while
their fleetnefs and elegance accord with the latter.

Vor. L. G THERE

’
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TrerE is another fpecies of this animal, called the
Royal Antelope, or Little ‘Guinea Deer, which is the
leat and moft beautiful ef all the cloven-footed race.
it is fcarcely nine inches high, and the fmall part of its
Tegs are little thicker than a goofe-quill. It is moft deli-
cately fhaped, refembling that of a Stag in miniature,
except that the horns of the male (for the female has
none) ate holiow and annulated, as in the Gazelle kind.
It has brodd ears, and two canine teeth in the upper jaw.
‘The colour is'as beautiful as the fymmetry of this little
animal, being of a fine glofly yellow, except the neck
and belly, which parts are perfe@ly white. It is a native
of Senegal, and fome parts of Africa. It is fo ative,
that it will bound over a wall twelve feet high. It is
eafily tamed, when it becomes very entertaining and fa-
miliar, but of fo delicate a conftitution, that it can bear

none but the hottet climates.

Or Antelopes there are, befides thofe before defcribed,
the following different {p :5:-—~C01“mﬁ'1, Blue, Egyp-
tian, Bezoar, Hamc“:d, African, Indoftan, White-
footed, Swift, Red, Striped, Cumch, Scythian, Cervine,

and Senegal Antelope.
ANIMALS
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ANIMALS of h: DEER KIND,
A LTHOUGH the Bull and Stag do not refembls
¢ach other in thape and form, yet their internal ftruc-
ture is very fimilar. All the internal difference between
them is, that the Deer has no gall-bladder, while the
fpleen is proportionably larger, and the kidnies diffe-

rently formed.

Tue firlt animal of this fpacies that feems to claim

our attention, is the ErLx.

/
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Tus ELK, or FEMALE MOOSE. I

continent, In Europe, it is called the Elk, and in
PGy

’ THIS animal is a native of both the old and new
|'
% America, the Moofe Deer. It is fometimes taken in

the forefts of Germany and Ruffia; but they are found

in great numbers in Nosth America, Of the various
accounts
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accounts given of this animal, the following is efteemed
the moft authentic. A female Elk, only twelve months
old, which was in the pofleflion of the late Marquis of
Rockingham, meafured to the top of the withers fifteen
hands; the length, from nofe to tail, was feven feet:
it had a fhort neck, with a thick ere& mane, and the
body was covered with hoary black hair. It was brought
from America, and therefore called a Moofe Deer. As
it was fo young, we may conclude, that, in its wild,
and natural ftate, it grows to an amazing height. It
is afferted by fome, that in America it grows to the
height of twelve feet. This animal is reported to be
timorous, gentle, and inoffenfive. It fwims and runs
with incredible fwiftnefs. The Elk delights in cold
countries, where they feed on grafs in fummer, and on
the bark of trees in winter. In fnowy weather they
affemble in herds, and feek the fir-forefts, where they
remain, while they can find the leaft fubfiftance from

the bark of the trees. At this time they are moftly

hunted by the natives of New England, Nova Scotia,
and Canada, in America; by the inhabitants of Lap-
land, Norway, Sweden, and Ruffia, in Europe; and by

C 3 the
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the inhabitants of the N E parts of Tartary and Siberia,

in Afia, The chafe of thefe animals frequently conti-

s

nues two or three days,

it )
Tuez flefh of the Antelope has an agreeable tafte, and

is faid to be nourithing. The fkin is fo firong and
I

thick, as to refift a mufquet ball, ts horns are ufed

for the fame purpofes as Harts horns,
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Ty REIN.-DEER,

THIS is the moft ufeful and extraordinary animal of
all the Deer kind. It is a native of the northern icy
regions, and feems adapted by Nature to ferve that part
of mankind who live near the pole. it inhabits fur-
ther northward than any other hoofed animal; for it is

C 4 found
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found in Spitzbergen and Greenland. But, in America,
it is never feen farther fouthward than Canada. In
Europe, they are alfo- found in Samoidea, Lapland, and
Norway. In Afia, they are feen as far as Kamtfchatka
and Siberia. ‘This animal moftly fupplies the wants of
the Laplanders and Greenlanders ; ferving them as Horfes,
to draw their fledges over the icy lakes and fnowy moun-
tains, which they do with incredible rapidity. Like the
Cow, they yield all the commodities of milk, cheefe,
and butter; and, as Sheep, they furnith them with a
warm, though homely, clothing. The flefh ferves them
for food, their tendons for bowftrings, and, when fplit,
for thread. So that from this Quadruped alone, they
derive as many advantages as we do from feveral. The
height of a full-grown Rein-deer is about four feet fix
inches. There cannot be a ftronger proof of the dif-
penfation of Divine Providence, than in the food which
15 provided for this animal, when the fnow-clad face
of his country feems to threaten him with famine.
When not a blade of verdure can be found, on heath,
valley, or mountain, trees, bounteoufly affording a black
mofs, proves to him a moft ample fuftenance. In che
prefervation
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prefervation of this -animal, the Laplanders themiclves
are much interefted; as, independent of their laborious
fervices, the fleth of the Rein-deer is alfo their prin-

cipal food.

WuaT a contraft do thefe northern countries afford,
when compared with thofe of our more clement and
fertile climates ! The Laplander is obliged to depend on
the Rein-deer for food, clothing, and conveyance, while
we have almoft the whole range of Nature for our ac-
commodation. Should not this advantage alone excite
in us fuch a fenfe of fuperior happinefs, as to render
ws ever grateful to that Providence, whofe diftinguifhed

bounties we enjoy ?

Wx have to obferve, that the figure of this animal
was accurately delineated from a Rein-deer, now in the

pofiefiion of a gentleman, ncar Newmarket,
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TrHE - it - g

res

§ HE colour of this animal is generally of a reddith
brown, with fome black in the face, and a black lift
down/ the hinder part of the neck, and between the
fhoulders, The Stag is very delicate in his food; and,
during tae winter and fpring, feldom drinkss They go
about
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shout cight months with young, but feldom produce
more than one. They breed in May, when they care-
fully conceal their young in the moft fecret thickets.
This precaution is wifely diftated to them, from their
being expofed to fo many formidable enemies, fuch as
the Wolf, Dog, Eagle, Falcon, Ofprey, and all animals
of the Cat kinde But the Stag himfelf is the greateft
enemy to the young of his fpecies j infomuch, that the
Hind, which is the female of the Stag, accompanies the
Faun during the fummer, to preferve it from his de-
predations. Amongft all the enemies of this creature,
Man feems to be the greateft ; -for in every age, and
every country, the human fpecies have taken delight in
the chafe of its Thofe who firt hunted it from necef-
fity, continued it afterwards both for health and amufe-
ment. Originally, the beafts of chafe were the fole pof-
feffors of this ifland; they knew no other conftraint
than the limits of the ecean, nor acknowledged any
particular mafter. But, when the Saxons eftablithed the
Heptarchy, they were referved by each Sovereign for
his own particular diverfion. In thofe uncivilized ages,

hunting and war were the only employments of the
C e Great 3
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Great; for their active and uncultivated minds felt so

pleafure but in rapine or violence.

Tue other fpecies of this kind are, the Fullo, Vit

ginian, Porcine, Roebuck, Mexican, and Grey Deer.

Stacs are ftill found wild in the Highlands of Scot-
land, but their fize is fmaller than thofe of England.
They are likewife to be feen on the Moors bordering
on Cornwall and Devonfhire; and on the Mountains of
Kerry, in Ircland, where they greatly embellith the
T [ ‘ + 15 gt - £ ?
prCtureique, romantic, and magnificent {cenery, of the

Lake of Killarney.
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TR E PFEMAIEST I'BET:

THIS creature, which is the female of the Mulk, gives
name to the kingdom of Tibet, a province in China,
where it is found, between the latitude of 45 and 60
degrees. ‘Thefe animals naturally inhabit the moun-
tains that are covered with pines, delight in folitude,

C7 and,
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and avoid mankind : when purfued, they afcend the high-
eft mountains, which are inacceffible to men or dogs. "1t
is very timid, and has fuch a quick fenfe of hearing, as
to difcover an enemy at a ‘;;Ci‘j;’ great diftance. The

elebrated drug, called My, is produced from the male
only, and is found in a bag about the fize of a hen’s
€gg, on the belly, which has two {mall crevices through
which it pafless This drug, when firlt prefled out of
the bag, appears like a brown fat matter ; but it is
greatly adulterated by the, hunters and dealers, in order
to increafe its weights Thefe animals are fo numerous,
as to have afforded Tawernicr 7673 mulk bags, in cne
journey” which he made, of only three years. Thofe

of Mufcovy are reckoned good, though thofe found in

=
T 1

the kingdom of Tibet are moft valuable. The Ruffians

and Tartars eat tl‘.e fiefa of the maley notwithf

its ftrong tafte. Mufk was formerly in great efteem as
a perfume; but having been fince found of great utility
in medicine, it is'feldom ufed for any thing elfe. This
animal is likewife found in the Brazilsy, in India, and
in Guinea,
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Tae DROMEDARY

r]_“‘HIS is the moft temperate of all animalsj but this
difpofition arifes more from neceflity, than from choice
or natural moderation. He is fo admirably formed to
crofs the parched defarts, that he will travei eight daye-
without being thirity. His hard hoofs are particularly

C3 adapted
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adapted to travel on the fands of his native wilds. They
are the moft ufeful beafts of burthen in A:-abi;!, none
other being able to bear their loads, or endure the want
of drink fo long ; to enable them to do which, Nature
has provided them with a fifth fomach, which ferves as

refervoir, from whence they draw fufficient to quench
their thirft. Camels have been fometimes killed, in
hopes of finding water to flake the parched thirft of the
traveller,  They are chiefly employed in aflifting the ca-
raghns 3 and as the defarts they crofs afford little more
than the coarfest weeds, they prefer them to the choiceft
pafture. He lives forty or fifty years; is about fix feet
and a half high, and has callofities on each knee, which
greatly eafe him when he kneels down to depofit, or take

up his load. A large Camel will carry 12 cwt.

Tre difference between 2 Camel and a Dra;‘:zedary is,
that the former has two bunches on his back, the latter
on?y onc, ‘There are alfo the Arabian Camel, and the
Llama Camel of America. Camel-hair is imported ia

great t;m:ni‘-;i:s for the ufe of painting.

ANIMALS
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ANIMALS of the HOG-KIND,

.IN this kind, animals feem to unite in thofe differences

which feparate othgss. = They refemble the Horfe kind
in their long heads, fingle fiomachs, and the number;
of their teeth, which are forty-four. ‘Their cloven feet,
and-the pofition of the inteftines, .are fimilar to thofe.
of the Cow kind. And, in their carnivorous appetite,
numerous progeny, and chewing the cud, they refem-
ble the claw-footed kind.
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], HE Hog, in his nature, blends the rapacious with
the peaceful kind; for, though he is furnithed with

arms fufficient to terrify moft, as well as to put the

braveft at defiance, he is inoffenfive to all.
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He is the moft impure of all Quadrupeds; has a
moft infatiate appetite, and is of a very fluggifh difpo-~
fition. He may be compared to a mifér, ‘who, while
Yiving is ufelefs and rapacious, but when dead is confi-
déred a public benefit, by diffufing thofe riches he had
not fpirit to enjoy while living, The brutality of the
Hog is fuch, that they frequently devour their own off=
{pring ; and, contrary to all other domecfticated animals,
when impelled by hunger, they will even devour infants.
It is faid to be more-perfe@ in the internal formation
than any other domeftic animal. The thickne(s of his
hide, and the coarfenefs of his hair, renders him infen-
fible to blows. He is natﬁrally ftupid, drowfy, and
ina&ive; and, if undifturbed, will {fpend half his time
in flecp, from which ftate he never roufes himfelf but
to gratify his voracious appetite, which, if fufficiently
{zted with food, would caufe his body to 'become 'too
heavy for his legs to fupport; it would fiill, however,
continue feeding, either kneeling or lying. A wery
remarkable inftance of the voracious difpofition of this
animal, is at this time to be {een in London, in a War-
wickthire Hog, which, though but little more than three

years
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years old, meafures nine feet ten inches in length, five

feet ten inches round the neck, and eight feet‘five inches
in girth. His weight is ten hundred, two quarters, and
twenty-four pounds.  His chief food is barley-meal and
potatoes, which he eats while laying on his fide; but
what is more remarkable of this furprifing animal is,

that he never drinks.

THE Hog is reftlefs at every change of weather, and
greatly agitated when the wind is high. He'is fubje&
to all the difeafes incident to intemperance. When
permitted to extend his thread of life, he will live to
cighteen or twenty yearse The Sow goes four months,

and will often produce fifteen young at a litter.,

TrE Tajacvu, PEcary, or Musk-HoG, of South
America, has no tail; the navel is on its back; when
wounded, it will call its tribe, which are never fatisfied

but in the deftrudtion of their antagonifts or themfelves.

Or the Hog, there are, the Guinea, Chinefe, Ethio-
pian, Indian, Hog-Rabbit, and Hog-Cow.




THueE RHINOCE R OS.

THIS extraordinary creature inhabits Bengal, Siam,
Cochin-China, Quangfi, the iflands of Java and Su-
matra, Congo, Angola, Ethiopia, and the country as
low as the Cape. It is next to the Elephant in fize and
ftrength, and has a hogrn growing on his nofe two feet

s long.
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lopg.
we purpofely omit many fabulous accounts given of

It being our firft, pride to dedicate to Truth,

this anim8l. Unlefs cffended, they are very harmiefss
The fleth is faid" to be wholefome.. Erom its having
only one horn, though fome have been found in Africa
with two, this beait muft certainly be the Unicorn of

a4

Holy ‘Writ, and the ancients. The fkin is impenetrable

to a mufquet b3ll, Being flow and unwieldy 1n its
...mu:-\_. Nature has provided him with a hern, fo
rong, folid, and pointedy as to enable him to inflick

the mu-ft deadly - wounds, - Many medicinal virtues are

alfo afcribed to this horn, of which cups are frequently

INAGC

Fyrs animal is fo remarkable in form, that, words

g capable of accurately deferibing it, we have

been particularly careful to have the moft correét like-

ould be poffibly obtained.

Hi1s fcent is moft exquifites He runs in a dire&t line,
his fight not permitting him to fee any thing placed
in an oblique direGtions Tobacco is his favourite food,
The
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The horn was formerly ufed by Princes, as a cup, in
order to dete€ what poifon might be prefented to them;
for, when any deadly drug is poured on it, it is afferted
that it will immediately break into pieces. There is,
alfo, another power attributed to this horn, which is,
that wine, poured into cups made of it, will rife, boil,

and ferment.

Turs animal was known to the Romans in the moft
early ages, and was among thofe 'of the Przneftine pave-
ment. Ariftotle, who afferts it to have but one horn,
calls it the Oxyx, and the Indian Afs. Auguftas intro-
duced a Rhinoceros in an exhibition, which he made on
account of his viGory over Cleopatra, Sce Mythology

and Roman Hiftory.

TrE
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Tue HIPPOPOTAME, or SEA-HORSE,

THE Hippopotame is as large and as formidable as
the Rhinocerose The male has been found feventeen
feet in length, fifteen feet in circumference, and feven
feet in height ; the legs are three fect long, and the head
nearly four, Haflelquift fays, the hide alone is a Joad
for
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for a Camel. Its jaws extend about two feet, with four
cutting-teeth in each, which are twelve inches in length.
The teeth of the Sea-horfe are in great eftimation among
miniature painters, on account of their never lofing their
primitive whitenefs ; a quality which the tooth of an
Elephant does no poffefss The fkin is fo thick as to
refift the edge of a fword or fabre. Contrary to all other
amphibious animals, its feet are not webbed. In figure
it is between the Ox and the Hog; and is found near
lakes and rivers, from the Niger, to the Cape of Good
Hope, in Africa.

Tars animal purfues its prey with great rapidity in
the water, under which it will remain thirty or forty
minutes. They do great injury to the African planta-
tions. Dampier fays they are fo ftrong, that he has
feen one overturn a boat with fix men in it; not-
withftanding which, they are inoffenfive to all except
their natural prey. A convincing proof that Providence
has formed the ftrongeft animals to be moft harmlefs!
They never leave the mouth of the freth-water rivers.
The female brings forth her young, which Is a fingle

offspring,
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offspring, on land. hey are taken in pit-falls, and
have been often tamed. Their fleth, which is as de-
licate ‘as veal, i1s fold, like other meat, in the public
market,

Turs animal is the Behemoth of Job. . It was known
to the Romans, and introduced by Auguftus among other

foreign animals that graced his triumiph over Cleopatra.

It was worfhipped by the Egyptians, at the city of
Papremis, as a fuperftitious caution of avoiding any af-
front to this animal, which they feared might be the
cafe, if they refufed him that deification with which

they had honouted fo many other favage beafts.

| |

.__...==.—
————
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Tre ELEPHANT.

THE Elephant is reckoned the largeft of all land
animals, and, next to Man, the moft fagaciouss They

grow from feven to fifteen feet in height; and, not-
withftanding their unwieldy bulk, they will fwim. The
trunk with which Nature has provided them, and which

‘ anfwers
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anfwers the purpofe of hands to feed themfelves, is formed
of many rings,, The eyes are extremely fmall, the legs
very fhort, and the tail like that of a Hog. The feet,
though undivided, have five hoofs round their margins.
In the upper jaw are two vaft tufks, of fix or feven
feet long, from which we obtain our ivory. In droves
nothing is more formidable; wherever they march, the
foret falls before them. When they are thus united,
or enraged, it would requirc an army to repel them;
during their rutting-time they are always feized with

a temporary madnefss They cannot live far from waters

Tre Elephant is fo fond of mufic, that he may be
learnt to beat time, move in meafure, and join his voice
in concert with the inftruments. In Africa it ftill re-
tains its natural liberty., No animal, when tamed, is
more courteous, obedient, and affetionate, It kneels
to receive its rider, They will draw carriages and fhip-
ping ; and ‘frequently carry cannon, and fmall towers
with foldiers in them, to battle, with great courage and
perfeverance. “They fleep ftanding. Many have been
known to live from 120 to 130 years. The Africans,
who
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who take them in pit-falls, very often eat their fleth.
A flight wound behind the ear proves fatal to them.

THE following is a remarkable inftance of its fenfe,
and love of glory: an Elephant, being directed to force
a large veflel into the water, was found too weak; on
which the mafter, farcaftically, defired the keeper to

| take away the lazy beaft, and bring another. The poor
animal was fo affeéted at the refle€tion, that he inftantly
repeated his efforts, fratured his fkull, and expired.

LeT not Man boaft of bis attachment to glory, fince
he is thus equalled by the Brute Creation in the mof

eminent examples,
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ANIMALS of the MONKEY: KIND.

THE Ape, or Monkey Clafs, is diftinguithed from
all others by’ their fimilitude to Man. They have hands

inftead of paws ; their eye-lids, lips, and breafts, greatly

refemble thofe of the human race ; while their intérnal

firu&ure bears the like conformation. We recommmend,
therefore, to thofe who make their perfons the principal
obie€ of attention, to confider their affini® to this part
] ’ -
of the Brute Creation, to induce them to cultivate thofe
2

mental qualifications, which can alone diftinguith them

from the inferior clafles'of beings!

In the well-known frory of Peter the Wild Boy, we fee
the importance of the cultivation of our infant faculties.
This boy was found by George I. in the woods of Ger-
many, and brought to England in the year 1700, when ks

was
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tvas fuppofed to'be about’ ten or twelve yeats oldj at-which
time his agility in €limbing trees is faid to have been fur-

prifing. ‘He muft have been loft, or left in the woods in

his early childhood, perhaps foon after able to walk ; how-
ever it might have happened, his infant impreflions of
fociety were loft, and his fubfequent fentiments, being dic-
tated by his favage fituation, having no opportunity of
learning and practifing fpeech, he continued till his death
a mere Ourang-Outang. He could break or cleave wood,
draw water, or threfh in a barn; but his rude, narrow
mind could never be enlarged , principally owing to his
not being able to acquire the power of fpeech. This is
fufficient to thow what ave fhould be, were we left to
ourfelves, and what we owe to the experience of former
ages, for inftilling into us a proper EDUCATION, as our
faculties expand to maturity.

TrE Monkey tribe are lively, aétive, full of chatter,
frolic, and grimace. Indeed their adtions, as well as their
form, feem defigned by Nature to burlefque the ignorant
part of our fpecies. In general they are fierce, untame-
able, dirty, and difhonefts Their greateft pleafure is to

' be
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be perpetually ftealing, and hiding their thefts. = Woods
and trees are their chief habitations, ‘where they feed on
fruits, leaves, and infets. Such is their ativity, that
they will leap from-tree to tree, even when loaded with
young. Being a fociable animal, they go in tompanies or
tribes, for the different fpecies never mix with each other.
Serpents will purfue them; to the tops of trees, where they

frequently devour them whole.

ArTroucu they are not carnivorous, they will, te
gratify their propenfity to mifchief, rob birds- nefts,
both of ‘their eggs and young. 'In countries where Apes
abound, the feathered tribe difplay great fagacity in build-
ing their nefts as far as poffible beyond their reach.

A's thefe creatures differ too much in their {pecies, fora

general defcription to afford an adequate idea of their na-
ture, we fhall particularly notice the following.

OURANG-
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OURANG OUTANG, or Wild Man of the Waods.

THIS name is given to various animals that walk up-
right, but which have different, proportions, and come
from different countries, The Ourang Outang greatly
refembles in countenance a toothlefs old woman, and

ae apProaches nearer to the human race than any other ani-
R Vo, 1. D mal
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mal whatever. This creature, indeed, correfponds fo neasly
in form to Man, that many have expefed to find the
fame correfpondence. But the contrary being foundy
difproves that fceptical affertion, that matter forms the
nature of the mind. It proves, likewife, that the mofk
curioufly conftru¢ted bodies are formed in vain, unlefs
a correfponding foul is infufed, to dire&t and controul its

operations.

Dr. Tyson gives the following defcription of one of

thefe animals brought from Angola, in Africa.

¢ Trx body was covered with black hair, whick
¢ areatly refembles human hair; and it was longeft in
¢¢ the fame parts, as in the human fpecies. The face
¢ was like the human face, except the forehead being
¢¢ larger, and the head rounder. The jaws were not
¢¢ {o prominent as in Monkies, but flat, like thofe of
¢ a Man. The ears, teeth, and, in a word, the whole
¢¢ of this creature, at firft view, prefented a Human

¢¢ figure., And, as he fo nearly approached Man in his

¢ figure, his difpofition was exceedingly fond, more.

gentle,




MATURAL HISTORY,. 6y

i gentle, and harmlefs, than the Monkey race are found
in general, Thofe who were famiiiar with him in
the fhipy he would moft tenderly embrace, open their
bofoms, and clafp his hands about them.  And, al-
though there were other Monkies on board, he never
affociated with them; as if he confidered them, a3

indeed -they are; claffes of beings much inferior to
him in the fcale of Creation. Being accuftomed to
clothes, he grew fo fond of them as to endeavour to
drefs and undrefs himfelf. Such parts as he could
not put on, he took to fome of the company om

board, to have their affiftance. Like any human
creature, he would go to bed, place his head on the
pillow, and cover himfeif with the clothes.”

Onxce of thefe animals was fhown in London, in 1738,
that would reach himfelf a chair, drink tea, which, if
too hot, he would cool in the faucer; he would, likee
wife, cry like a child, and be exceedingly unhappy in

the abfence of his keeper.

It inhabits the interior parts of Africa, the ifland

of Sumatra, Borneo, and Java,
D g THE
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Tre Ourang Outang is folitary in its nature, and
Tubfifts chiefly on fruit and nuts.- The larger fort are
{o ftrong, as to be capable of overpowering the ftrongelt
Man. And, as Nature’ has placed them among the
fierceft of animals, they are provided with fufficient
tourage, cunning, and dexterity, to ‘drive away ever
Elephants from them. They beat them with their fifts
and pieces of wood, and will even throw ftones at thofé
that offend them. They fometimes carry away young
negroes, efpecially the females, whom they have beers
known to treat with the greateft tendernefs. Le Broffé

afferts, that he knew a woman of Loango, who had

e

fived three years among them.
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Toas,. P EGM Y | (AP E

THIS animal has a flat face, with ears like thofe of a
Man. It is as large as a Cat, and has olive-brown hair.
It fubfifts chiefly on fruit, ants, and other infe@&s. . In
order to find ants, they aflemble in troops, and turn
over every ftone in fearch of them, Africa is the coun-

D 3 try
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try where they are moftly found. In animal exhibitions,
the Pigmy Ape is not uncommon. Their difpofition is
very gentle and traCab The hair on their head feems
_to come over the forehead like the cowl of a monk. Its

hands are remarkably fimilar to thofe of human nature.

Of all the various fpccies, this, being the moft harmlefs,

moft fought after by thofe who are fond of making fuch

creatures the object of their attention and amufement.

Tre Long-armed Ape, called, by M. Buffon, the Gib-
bon, is a moft extraordinary animal. It walks ere@, has
no tail, and has fuch long arms, that when he ftands up-

right, he can touch the ground with his hands.

Tre Tufted Ape, has a head o long, that it meafures
fourteen inches. It has a long upright tuft of hair on
the top of the head, and another under the chin.

THErE are alfo, the Maggot, or Barbary Ape; and

the Simia Porcaria, of which latter there is a drawing in
the Mufeum.




Tae BABOON

re
1 HIS animal is about three feet and a half high, has a

thick body, ftrong limbs, and long canine teeths The

tail is thick, crooked, and feven inches long. It hasa
pouch in each cheek, where it depofits its provifions;
which fhows that it is adapted to live in countries where

D4 it
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it is liable to meet with a temporary fcarcity ; Nature
never beftowing any particularity on a being, but in
conformity with the neceffity of rendering it capable of
living wherever it is placgd.  Thus arifes the great diffe-
rence in Animated Nature, from the variety of climates,
and not, as fome have faifely and unphilofophically ima-
gined, to diftinguifh every part of the Creation from each
other.

" Tux Baboon fometimes walks ere@, Inftead of nails,
the hands and feet are armed with claws, to adapt it for
climbing, and render it formidable to thofe natural ene-
mies it meets with, where it is obliged to feek its fubfift-
ance. Forbin relates, that in Siam, when the men are
at harveft-work, whole troops of them will attack a vil-
lage, where the women are obliged to defend themfelves
with clubs, and ether weapons, from their brutal infults.
Whatever they undertake, they execute with furprifing
fkill and regularity. When they attack an orchard, they
do it with all the fkill and precaution of an army ina fiege.
They have their fentinels, and their lines are moft orderly
formed. The female produces but one, which fhe car-
ries in her arms,

Bagoons

P ———
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BaBoons are not carnivorous ; they feed upon fruits,
corn, and roots. Their internal parts have a greater re-

femblance to thofe of Quadrupeds than Mankind.

Ture Mandril, mentioned by Smith, is a native of the
Gold Coaft. It grows four or five feet high, and more
frequently walks eret than on all fours, When difpleafed,

it is faid to weep like a child.

Tne Wanderer is a {mall Baboon, remarkable for ha-
ving a long white head of hair, and a large beard of the

{fame colour,

Tux Little Baboon, and the Pigtail Baboon, are all that

remain befide of this fpecies.

Or Monkies, there are an innumerable quantity ; we
have only room, therefore, to name them as follows :
Dog-faced, Lion-tailed, Hare-lipped, Spelted, Green,
White-cyelid, Negro, Chinefe, Varied, Dove, Tawny,
Winking, Goat, Four-fingered, Weeping, Orange, Horn-
ed, Antiqua, Fox-tailed, Great-cared, Silky, and Littlg
Lion,

D ANIMALS




ANIMALS of the DOG KIND.

=
r]_ HE Dog, next to the Elephant, is the moft intelli-
gent and friendly to Man, of all Quadrupeds. It feems
beyond the power of ill ufage to alienate his affections from
Human Nature. His beauty, fwiftnefs, vivacity, cou-
rage, fidelity, docility, and watchfulnefs, render him moft
endearing to Man. When in his domeftic ftate, his firft
ambition, and greateft fatisfa&ion, is to pleafe: heis more
humble through affs€tion than fervility ¢+ he waits his or-
ders, and moft implicitly obeys them. Friendly without
intereft, and grateful for the flighteft favours, he fooner
forgets injuries than benefits ; his only aim is to ferve,

rever to difpleafe.

NumpEers of Dogs are found wild, or rather without
mafters, in Cougs, Lower Ethiopia, and towards the Cape

of
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of Good Hope. They go in great packs, and attack
Lions, Tigers, and Elephants, by all of which they are
frequently killed. Athough there are wild Dogs now in
South America, yet this animal was unknown to the new
continent, before it was carried there from Europe. This
fhows, that the Brute Creation, like the Human Species;
may degenerate from a ftate of refined fociety, to that of
a favage nature. In their wild ftate, they breed in holes,
like rabbits; when taken young, they fo attach them-
felves to mankind, as never to defert their mafters, or

return to their favage companions.

Tue Dog is the only animal whofe fidelity is unthaken,
and almoft the only one that knows his name, and anfwers
to the domeftic call. No other animal complains aloud
for the abfence, or lofs of his mafter, or finds fo readily

his way home, after he has been taken to a diftant place.

Or all animals, the Dog is moft liable to change in its
form j the different breeds”are fo numerous, that itis
impoffible for the moft minute obferver to deferibe them;
food, climate, and education, all tend to caufe deviations

D6 in
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in fize, hair, fhape, and colour. The fame Dog becomes
a different animal, if taken to a different climate from

that in which he was breds Nothing, therefore, but
ol

their internal ftru&ture, diftin

e ¢ . | " o
1gutines this ipecies frem
every other. They may be faid to be all,

3

from the fame ftock; but which of the kinds

the immediate defcent, is not yet determined.

Tue different fpecies of this animal, in its domeftic
ftate, are, the Shepherd’s Dog, Hound, Spaniel, Grey-
hound, Danifth Dog, Ma#ftiff, Bull Dog, Pug Dog, Irith
Greyhound, Terrier, Blood-hound, Leymmer, Tumbler,
Lap-dog, Small Danifh Dog, Harlequin Dog, Cur Dog,

Shark, Turkith, and Lion Dogs.
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THIS very ufeful and ineftimable animal we have cho-
fen, as firft worthy our particular notice, it being the
largeft, and of the moft efiential fervice to Man.

Tar Maftiff pofleffes great fize and firength ; has a

Jarge head, with hanging lips, and a nobl¢ countenance.

D 7 This
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This creature is fo formidable, that, Caius fays, the Re-
mans reckoned three of them a match for a Bear; and four
for a Lion. Great-Britain was {o famous for Maftiffs, tha

the Roman Emperors appointed an officer to fuperintend
their breed, and fend them, at-a proper age, to Rome,
for the combats in the Amphitheatre. * In England, they

are ufually kept to guard yards, houfes, and other places.

IN order to try the ftrength of this creature, James L
caufed three of them to be loofed on a Lion, which wa
vanquithed by their firength and courage. Two of the
Dogs were, indced, difabled in‘the combat, but the ’chudl
obliged the Lion to feek.his fafety by flight. From the
fize, firéngth, and courdge, of. this noble creature, we
may prefume, that Nature efpecially formed him for the
guardianibip of mankind ; and, being the particular growth
of this country, we ought to hold ourfelves greatly indebted
to Prnwde“cc, for folarnal and invaluable a bounty which

is beftowed upon us for our accommodation.
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Tue GREYHOUND,

THIS is the fwifteft of all Dogs, and purfues a Hare
by the fight, not by fmell. Nature, having denied it an
acute fcent, has recompenfed it with extraordinary fpeed.
Such is his ftaunchnefs for hunting, that, while he keeps
the game in view, he will continug running until he ex-

D2 pires,
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pires, or takes his prey. The head and leg
and the body fo exceedingly flender, that nothing can be

more adapted for fleetnefs. The Greyhound was former-

by the Foreft Laws of King Canute, wherein it is enadt-
ed, that no perfon, under the degree of a gentleman,

fhould prefume to keep a Greyhound.

Tre varloys kinds of this animal are, the Spanifh
Grevhound, which is fleek and fmall; and the Oriental
Greyhound, which is tall and flender, has very pendulous

ears, and long hair on the tail.

4

N
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THIS Dog is moft excellent in Spain. It is about the
fize of a Bull-dog, and fpotted like a Spaniel. In difpo-
fition, it is docile, and capable of being trained for the
greateft affiftance to the fportfman who delights in fhoot-
ing. It is aftonifhing to fec to what a degree of obedience

thefe
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thefe animals may be brought. Their fight is equally
acute with their fcent; from which quicknefs of fight,
they are enabled to perceive, at a diftance, the fialleft
fign from their mafter, When they fcent their game,
they fix themfelves like ftatues, in the very attitude in
which they happen to be at the moment. If one of their
fore feet is not on the ground when they firft fcent, it
remains fufpended, left, by putting it to the ground, the
game might be too foon alarmed with the noife. In this
pofition they remain, until the fportfman comes near
enough, and js prepared to take his thot; when he gives
the word, and the Dog immediately fprings the game.
Its attitude has often been chofen as a picture for the art-
ift to delineate.

Or the cther animals of the Dog kind, there are, the
Wolf, Fox, Jackall, Ifatis, and Hyena.

Of thefe, we fele& the Hyzna and Wolf, as the moft
fingular and remarkable.
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THE Hyzna is nearly as large as a Wolf, which it
refembles in the head and body. It is more favage and
untameable than any other Quadruped, and is continually
in a ftate of rage and rapacity ; unlefs when feeding, it
iz always growling. ~lis gliftening eyes, erek briftles on

£
v
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the back, and teeth always appearing, render its afj
truly terrific.  Its horrible howl refembles a human voice
in diftrefs,

TrE Hy®na, from its fize, is the moft terrible and
ferocious of all other Quadrupeds. It defends itfeif againft
the Lion, is a match for the Panther, and frequently
overcomes the Ounce. This obfcure and folitary animal
chiefly inhabits Afiatic Turkey, Syria, Perfia, and Bar-
bary. Caverns of mountains, cliffs of rocks, and fub-
terraneous dens, are its chief lurking places, The man- "
fions of the dead are fubject to his violations 3 for, like
the Jackalljsthie -putrid contents are, to him, ‘the moft
dainty food. - It preys upen flocks and herds; but, when
thefe-and- other animal prey fails,- it will eat the roots of

plants, and tender roots of palm-trees.

Tue fuperftitious Arabs, when they kill a; Hyzna,
always bury its head, left it ihould be applied to magical
purpofes, as the neck was formerly by the Theffalian
forcerefs 1 but the unenlightened Arab muft be excufed
for this weak opinion, when it is confidered, that the
moft
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moft refined and learned ancients, thought the Hyzna
had the power of charming the thepherds, and, as it were
p g2 P ’ 3 2

rivetting them to the place where they ftood.

Its voice is a hoarfe, difagrecable combination, of
’ b4 )

growling, crying, and roaring.

Tue fabulous relation of Pliny, refpefting this crea-
ture, is almoft too abfurd to mention: we, however,
relate it, juft to fhow how much he debafed the hiftory
of Nature with his fanciful impofitions. He fays, that
Hyanas have been known, not only to imitate the human
voice, buit to call fome perfon by his name, who, coming
out, was immediately devoured by the fubtle cruelty of

this creature.
Ix Guinea, Ethiopia, and the Cape, there is another

fpecies of this animal, which is called by Pennant, the
Spotted Hyzna.

THE
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THIS animal very much refembles the Dog, both ex-
ternally and internally, having a long head, pointed nofe,
fharp ereét ears, long buthy tail, long legs, large teeth,
and being covered with longith hair. It is of a pale
brown colour, tinged with yellow ; though in Canada, it
is
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is found both black and white. The principal feature
which diftinguithes its vifage from that of the Dog is,
that its eyes, which are fierce and fiery, flant upwards,

in diretion with the nofe.

TrovcH {o near in refemblance to the Dog, his na-
ture is entirely different, poffefling all his ill qualities,
without preferving any of the good oness Thefe animals
entertain fuch a natural hatred to each other, that they
never meet without fighting or retreating. If the Wolf
proves victorious, he devours his prey; but the Dog, more

generous, is content with victory.

Tuey are naturally cruel and cowardly; and will fly
the prefence of Man, unlefs prefled by hunger, when
they prowl by night, in vaft droves, deftroying any per-
fons they meet ; and, fuch is their prediletion for human
fieth, that, when they have once tafted it, they ever after

attack the fhepherd in preference to his flock.

Tue Wolf, of all beafts, has the moft rapacious ap-

petite for animal fleth, which Nature has furnithed it
with
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with various methods of gratifying; notwithftanding
which, it moft generally dies of hunger; which is eafily
accounted for, when we confider its long profcription,
together with the reward formerly offered for its head,
which obliged it to fly from human habitation, and feek
refuge in woods and forefts.

WoirvEes were fo numerous in Yorkihire, in the reign
of Athelftan, that it was found neceflary to build a retreat
at Flixton, to defend paflengers from their ferocity. 1In
France, Spain, and Italy, they are ftill greatly infefted
with this animal. They are alfo to be found in Afia,
Africa, and Americaj; but not fo high as the Ar&ic
Circle.

TrEe female goes about fourteen weeks with young,

and brings from five to nine'at a litter.

ANIMALS
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ANIMALS o the CAT KIND.

THIS Clafs is particularly diftinguifhed by their fharp

Il claws, which they can extend or conceal, at pleafure,

| They lead a folitary, ravenous life; for moft of them,

| not only feek their food alone, but, excepting certain

| feafons, are enemics to each other. The Dog, Wolf,
and Bear, will fometimes live on vegetables; but the
| Lion, Tiger, Leopard, and all of the Cat kind, feed
only upon flefh.

TuESE animals are, in general, fierce, cruel, fubtle,
and rapacious: it is probable, however, that the moft
ferocious may be rendered domeftic. Lions have drawn
the chariots of conquerors, and Tigers have tended thofe
herds, which they pow deftroy.  All animals of the Cat

kind,
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9
kind, though they differ in fize and colour, are allied to
each other, in artifice, ferocity, and rapacity. To fee
one, is to know them all. Human afliduity can effeét
many changes in other creatures; but, in this kind, all
attempts to 2lter their immutable nature, prove abortives,
The Dog, Cow, and Sheep, vary according to their coun-

but the Lion and Tiger are the fame, in whatever

clime they are found.

Turs Clafs of animals is remarkable for having round

eads, fhort nofes, and Jong whilkers on the upper lip;

have alfo thirty very formidable teeth, which are

not, however, fo well adapted for chewing their food,

as for tearing their prey : this fhows, that Nature has
formed every creature according to the means they are
ébliged to adopt to obtain their fubfiftance. Thefe crea-
tures, being carnivorous, have teeth particularly adapted

1

to the purpofe ; their claws are likewife tharp, and ftrong
Y

gripe, fo as to enable them to hold their pre
beyond every poffibility of efcape. Not being capable

of running faft, they are formed with a quicknefs of

fcent to difcern their prey, and fect fo foft, that when

they
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B they wallk, they may caufe no found which might, pre-
!

‘§ maturely, alarm the animal they are going to furprife.
.

ArtrovcH pofleffed of all thefe fierce, and powerful
‘B qualities, they are naturally too timid to attack any ani«
8 mal poffefied of more ftrength and courage than them-
8 felves. When they meet with an animal of equal force,

8 they always retreat, and decline coming to a’conteft.

ThE
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others, is chiefly his head, neck, chin, and fhoulders,
I
a tuft of
The colour is tawny, except on the

diftinguifhes this animal’s appearance from

being covered with long, thaggy hair, like a mane.
has very ftrong limbs, and a long tail, with
hair at the end.

belly,
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belly, where it inclines to white. The length of the lar-
geft Lion, from the nofe to the tail, is about eight feet,
the Lionefs is lefs, and has no mane.

CrimaTE little affeéts this noble animal. He {ubfifts
as well under the frigid pole, as beneath the torrid zone;
while moft other animals are adapted to live only in parti-
cular latitudes.

N

Tuze Lion abounds chiefly in the torrid zone, where
they are the largeft, and moft tremendous. The bnrning
fun, and arid foil, feem to inflame their nature to the
greateft height of favage ferocity. In the colder regionsy
fuch as Mount Atlas, they are much inferior, both in
fize, ftrength, and fpirit. The torrid zone, affording
but few rivers or fountains, caufes him to live in a per-
petual fever, which excites a fort of madnefs, fatal to
every animal he meets. It is happy, therefore, that this
ferocious creature, as travellers in general relate, are daily
declining in number. But, perhaps, were they to be en-
tirely extirpated, other animals, on which they prey,
might grow too numerous for the fafety and welfare of

the
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the inhabitants of thofe dreadful countries. We had,
therefore, better leave the proportioning the number of
this animal to Him, who meafures all things by the fcale

of His unerring Wifdom and Providence.
@

I'ue eyes of a Lion are always bright and fiery, even
in death., The paws, teeth, and tongue, perfeétly refem-
ble thofe of a Catj and, in their internal parts, there is

fcarcely any differences

Hi1s anger being noble, his courage magnanimous, his
difpofition grateful, and his conquefts univerfal over all

other animals, he is juftly called the King of Beafts.

WaeN hungry, he will attack any thing that comes in
his way. His teeth are fo ftrong, that he breaks the
bones of the ftrongeft animals, which he f{wallows with
the fieth. He requires about fifteen pounds of flefh per

vay, and feldom touches any putrid body.
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THE Pl A NevR v B R

THIS beaft has been frequently miftaken for the Tiger;
which error arofe from its being nearly of the fame fize,
poffefling the fame difpofition to cruel’;, and a general
enmity to the animal creation. Its chief difference is in
being fpotted, and not fircaked as the Tiger,

THE
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Tue Panther is found in Barbary, and all the inter-

mediate countries in Africa, that lie between that and
Guinea ; and is peculiar to Africa, as the Tiger is to
Afia, Although hunger impels it to attack every thing
that has life, without diftinétion, yet it differs from the
Tiger, in preferring, at other times, the fleth of animals
to that of mankind. -Like the Tiger, it feizes its prey
by furprife, and will climb trees in purfuit of Monkies,
and other creatures which feek an afylum there. It al-
ways retains its fierce, malevolent afpelt, and never ceafes

to growl or murmur.

Tnuis animal was well known to the ancients, which
may be feen from the numbers continually introduced by
the Romans in their public thows. Scarus exhibited 150
Panthers in one, fhow; Pompey the Great, 41035 and
Auguftus, 420. Notwithftanding which, they are now

fwarming in the fouthern parts of Guinea.

O~ the remaining animals of this kind, we fhall feleé
the White Bear, and the Opofium,
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Toee WHITE, or POLAR BEAR.

PfHIS creature grows to a great fize, and is the undif-
puted mafter of Greenland and Spitzbergen. When our
mariners land on thofe regions of ice, thefe animals coine
down to view them, uncertain whether to attack or retreats
When fhot at, or woundcd, they endeavour to fly; buty

Vor. I if.
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if they find themfelves incapable, their refiftance neves
ends but with their death. They live upon Seals, carca-
fes of Whales, and fuch human bodies as’tl'.lcy can find,
or make their prey. Companies of them are fo daring,
as to attack crews of armed men; and will even board
{mall veffels. From their difpofition to refift all invafion,
they feem formed by Nature to convince us, that this in-
hofpitable clime was meant only for their pofleflion, and
that it was never defigned by Providence for the abode of

the Human Species. They fwim well, and dive with

at agility. Battles frequently enfue between them and

the Whales; in which the latter, from being attacked in

their own element, are generally victorious. If, however,

they can capture a young Whale, they are fufficiently re-

paid for the danger of mee

the parent.

Tur affetion between the female and their young,

that they prefer death to parting. The coldeft
part of the globe is allotted by Nature for the abode of
this creature, as they are not to be found further fouth
than Newfoundland, unlefs they have been carried invo-
luntarily by fioating iflands of ice, on which they had too
rathly ventured in fearch of their prey.

ThE
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Tue fleth of this animal is white, and has the tafte

of mutton. The fat is melted for train-oil; and that
which is extraéted from the feet, is ufed medicinally.
The liver is fo very unwholefome, that it endangered the
lives of three failors who eat fome of it when boiled.

Dr. GorLpsmiTH relates, that when a Greenlander
and his wife are paddling out at fea, a White Bear will
frequently jump into the boat, and be rowed to fhore
like any other paffengeri:
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WHAT diftinguithes this from.all other animals, and
bas long excited the wonder of mankind, is a large pouch in
the lower part of the belly of the female, in which the
teats are lodged, and where the young are fheltered as
foon as they are brought forth; a which time they are

blind,
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blind, naked, fmall, and imperfect. Nature, therefore,.
has, very providentially, provided them with this maternal
alylum, until they can perfect their being. But when
they are grown ftronger, they feek fhelter here, as chick-
ens: under the wing of the henj; here they repofe from
fatigue, or feek their food when hungry. On thefe oc-
cafions, the dam moft readily opens her bag to receive
them. The fleth of the old Opoflfum is like that of 2
fucking Pig; the Indian women dye its hair, and weave
it into girdies. The fkin has a ve:;y offenfive fmell: the
head, which is like that of the Fox, has fifty teeth; the
eyes are black, lively, and placed upright; the ears large,
broad, and tranfparentj the tail is partly covercd with
fcales, and partly with hair, which is fuppofed to be that
part of the young that cannot be concealed in the pouch,
and which Nature, therefore,. has provided with this
armour. The feet refemble hands, having five toes or

fingers, with white crooked nails.

Tuz tail of this animal greatly refembles a Snake;
by which it will fufpend itfelf on one t¥ee, and, by
fwinging its body, throw itfelf among the branches of

E 3 another.
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another. It deftroys poultry, fucking the blood without
devouring the fleth ; walks extremely flow, and, when
overtaken, will feign itfelf dead.

IT is a native of Virginia, Louifiana, Mexico, Brazil,
and Peru.

THE other, lefs interefting, "animals of the Cat kind,
are, the Domeftic Cat, Wild Cat, Ounce, Tiger Cat,
Lynx, Cougar, Siagufh, Angora Cat, Serval, Black Bear,
Brown Bear, Wolverine or Glutton, Raccoon, Badger,

Marmofe, Cayopolin, Phalanga, and Tarfier.
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Tueg INDIAN MU SK,

IS a native of Ceylon, of an olive colour, and in length

about feventeen inches. It3 throat, breaft, and belly,
are white, the fides and haunches fpotted, and barred
tranfverfely with white. It has large open ears, and a
very fhort tail,

E 4 ANIMALS
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ANIMALS of the WEASEL KIND,

THIS fpecies is diftinguifhable from other carnivorous
animals, by their long and flender bodies, which enable
them to creep into very fmall apertures after their prey.
They are call vermin, from refembling the worm in this
particular. The form and difpofition of the claws differ

from thofe of the Cat kind, as they cannot either extend |

or contraét them. They vary from the Dog kind, in
being clothed with fur rather than hair; and differ both
in difpofition and appearance. They are cruel, cowardly,

and voracious; fubfit moftly by theft; and deftroy all -

about them before they begin to feed. They fuck the
blood of every animal before they eat the flefh.

Or the various individuals of this Species, we fhall
felet the moft remarkable, beginning with

THE
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TPHE G b eNee ES IR,

>

THE Civet, like the reft of the Weafel kind, has a
Jong flender body, fhort legs, and an odorous matter ex-
uding from the glands behind. It is much larger than

Weafels in general; being in length, from nofe to taily
two feet three inches, the tail fourteen inches, and the

E s bGJ \'lb
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body rather thick. It is moftly of an afh colour, fpotted
with black ; has a long nofe, with whifkers; and eyes
that are black and beautiful.

TH1s animal is a native of India, the Philippine Ifles,

Guinea, Ethiopia, and Madagafcar. The famous Drug,

|
i

i calied Mujk, is produced from them. To procure which,

thofe who keep them provide a box for their habitation,
and colle& the Mufk, by fcraping it three times a week.
The male, if irritated, will yield moft. When young,
they are fed with millet pap, and a little fith or flefh; but,
when old, with raw flefh principally. In their wild ftate

they prey on fowls.

ArTroUucH a nafive of warm climates, it will live in
temperate, and even in cold regions, if carefully defended
from the weather. Great numbers are bred in Holland,
where they afford confiderable emolument to their owners.
The Mufk of Amfterdam, being lefs adulterated ‘than
ny other, is moft efteemed.,

Tus
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E AN BUR,

A
§ HE Beaver is the only Quadruped that has a flat

broad “t2il, covered with fcales, which feives it as a rud-

der in the water, and alfo as cart to carry materials for its
building on land. The hind feet are webbed, but the
fore feet are not, from the neceflity of ufing them as

EG6 hands.
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hands. The fore-part, in general, refembles a Quadru~
ped, and the hind part a fith. The tecth are formed like
a faw, with which they cut the wood they ufe in build-
ing their huts, and damming the water out of them. E
The fur, which is of a deep chefnut brown, is the moft
valuable material ufed in the hat manufatory. Its length,
from nofe to tail, is about three feet; the tail is eleven

inches long, and three broad.

In June and July, they form their focieties, of two
and three hundred, which they continue all the reft of
the year. Wherever they meet, they fix their abode,
which is always by the fide of a lake or river. The fa-
gacity of this animal is truly worthy the confideration of
the Naturalift and Philofopher, which it is impoffible to
confider, without the greateft humiliation to human pride.
When we fee a Beaver, with only its feet, teeth, and
tail, capable of building a hut, as commodious for itfelf
and young, as a cottage can be rendered to a peafant, even
with the aid of reafon and mechanical tools, what is the
Boafted fuperiority of Man!

ar
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Ir they fix their ftation by a river fubject to, floods,
they build a dam or pier, which croffes the ftream, fo as .
to form a piece of water ; but, if they fettle near a lake,
not liable to inundation, they fave themfelves this trouble.
To form this dam or pier, they drive ftakes of about
five or fix feet in length, wattling cach row with twigs,
and filling the interftices with clay. That fide next the
water is {loped, and the other perpendicular. The bot-
tom is from ten to twelve feet thick, gradually diminifh-
ing to the :cp, which is but two or three feet at moft.
"This dam is generally from eighty to an hundred feet in
Jength. fhc greatnefs of the work, compared with the
{mallnefs of the archite&, however aftonithing, is not

moré wonderful than its firmnefs and folidity.

Tue houfes are ereed near the fhore, in the wate
?»

colleGed by the dams. They are either round or oval,

and are built on piles. “The tops being the infide

-4
refembles an oven, and the outfide 2 dome. The walls,

which are two feet thick, are made of earth, fiones, and

flicks, and plaiftered with all the fkill and excellence of

the mok expert mafons Every houf has two openings,
E 7 one
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one into the water, and the other towards the land. Their
height is about eight feet, From two to thirty Beavers
inhabit each dwelling ; and, in each pond, there are from
ten to twenty-five houfes. ‘They have each a bed of
mofs ;. and are fuch perfect epicures, that they daily re-
gale on the choiceft plants and fruits which the country

affords.

THis animal affords that celebrated refinous fubftance,
called Caforeum, which is mixed moft fuccefsfully in fe-

veral hyfteric and cephalic medicines. An oil is likewife

extralted from it, called O/ of Caffor, which, while it
remains in its liquid, un&ious ftate, is ufed for the cure

of feveral diforders,
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Tux POROCUPINE

rgn
_l, HIS animal is about two feet long, and fifteen inches

in height, The body is covered with quills, fromr ten to

fourteen inches long, and very fharp at the points, grow-
ing as feathers in birds. The head, belly, and legs, are
covered with ftrong briftless Its whifkers are long, and

E 2 the
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the ears like thofe of a Man. When irritated, its quills
ftand ere®. The eyes ave remarkably fmall, being only
about a guarter of an inch wide,

Lixe the Hedge-hog, thefe quills are rather for felf-
defence than the purpofe of attacking an enemy. The
idea formerly entertained, that it darted its quills, is
found to be erroneous ; they only fhed them when they
moult ; which, in fome meafure, thows their alliance to
the Bird Creation, though not deftined for flight, having
neither wings nor feathers. The quills, being found a
fufficient defence againft the moft formidable animals,
fhow how powerful the weakeft matesials may be render-
ed, when under the fkill and workmanfhip of Infinite
Wifdom.

A Wourr, itis fald, was once found dead, with fomg

F

of the quills of the Porcupine fticking in his mouth; no

1

doubt but they muft have ftuck there when hunger in-

duced him to the rath attempt of Jevouring this felf-de-

fended animal.

TrE
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Tux Porcupine is generally defcribed to be an inoffen~
five animal, living entirely on fruits, roots, and vegeta=
bles; but fome naturalifts, particularly Dr. Gold{mith,
affert, that they prey upon Serpents, with which they
live in perpetual enmity. Their method of attacking
them is defcribed to be, that the Porcupine rolls itfelf on
them, wounding them with its quills, until they expire,
when they are immediately devoured by the victor.

It is an inhabitant of India, Perfia, Paleftine, and
every part of Africa. Although not originally a native
of Europe, it is found wild in Italy ; in which place they
have fmaller crefts, and fborter quills, than thofe of Afia-
and Africa.

In Rome, it is fold for food in the public-markets.

5
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!_ HERE are two kinds of this animal; one of which

has two claws on each foot, and is without a tail; the

sther, three claws on each foot, with a tail; and are both
lefcribed under the common appellation of the Sloth.
It is about the fize of a Badger, and has a coarfe fur,

refembling
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refembling dried grafs; the tail is exceedingly fhort; and
the mouth extends from ear to ear. The feet of this
| animal are fo obliquely placed, that the foles fcarcely
| ever touch the ground. The conftruction of its limbs

is fo fingular, that it can move only at the rate of about

three yards in an hour. Thus, unlefs impelled by hun-
ger, it is feldom induced to change its place.

Tue Sloth inhabits many parts on the eaftern fide of
South America. It is the meaneft, and moft ill-formed
of animals. Leaves, and fruits of trees, are its chief
food. It is a ruminating animal, for which purpofe Na-

ture has provided it with four ftomachs.

ArTHOUGH it afcends a tree with great difficulty, yet
it cannot defcend without forming itfelf into a ball, and
dropping from the branches to the ground, where the fhock:
caufes it to remain for a confiderable time in a perfeét
ftate of inaCtivity. To travel from one tree to another,
at the diftance of one hundred yards, is, for this-animal,

a week’s journey.

Every
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Every effort which the Sloth makes to move, appears
o painful and difficult, as to caufe it to utter the moft
pitiful cry; which is likewife wifely given it for its pro-
te@ion ; for, being defencelefs, as well as incapable of
flight, it could never efcape deftrultion, was it not that
their ¢ry is fo hideous, and lamentable in its tone, as to
caufe every beaft to avoid the found. How cught we to
admire the Wifdom and Providence of the Almighty,
who, by the breath only of this defencelefs animaly has

zaifed a bulwark for its protetion !

W fhould do injuftice to the Great Creator of the
Univerfe, who never created any thing in vain, could we

fuppofe any animal was ever fo-formed, as to be incapable

of comfort ; although the Sloth carries every appearan
of mifery in its nature, there cannot be a doubt but it has

{atisfaltions peculiarly fuited to its ftation.
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Tane ARMADILLDO,

NATURE feems to have referved all the wonders of -
ber power for thofe remote countries, where Man is moft
favage, and Quadrupeds the moft variouss She feems to
become more wonderfuly, in proportion, the further fhe
xasires from human infpetion. But this, in reality, only
arifes
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arifes from the attempts of Man to rid the country of

fuch ftrange produtions, in proportion as he becomes

more civilized.

Tue Armadillo, which 1s covered with fhells, at the
firt view, appears a round mifthapen mafs, with a long
head, and fhort tail. Its fize is from one to three fecet
in length., Thefe fhells, which refemble a bony fubftance,
cover the head, neck, fides, rump, and tail. This na-
tural defenfive covering, being jointed, the creature has
the power of moving beneath its armour, which refem

a coat of mail.

As thefe fhells are only fufficient to defend the Arma-

dillo from a feeble enemy, and not equal to the refiftance

4

of a powerful antagonift, Nature has furnithed it with a
method of inclefing its body within the covert of this ar-
mour. Thus, like the Hedgehog and Porcupine, it is
fecured from danger, without having recourfe to flight or

refiftance, and becomes invulnerable while in the midft of

danger.,
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T rE Hose ReCTES

I HIS timid and defencelefs animal is a1other inftance

of the bountiful care of Providence towards mankind.
'The Hare not only fupplies us with a delicacy for our
table, and a covering for our heads, (the fur being manu-
factured into hats) but alfo affords us one of the moft
wholeforne of our rural diverfions.

b
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IT is an inhabitant of moft parts of Europe, Afia,
Egypt, Barbary, Japan, Ceylon, and North-America;
but thofe of Barbary, Spain, and Italy, are much fmaller

than ours. In Wales and France they are generally larger, :_'
though not of fo fine a flavour, :

Tu1s folitary animal has, independent of Man, a hoft
of enemies, both in the animal and feathered tribes. The
Fox, Polecat, Stote, and Weafel, hunt them with fuch
unremitting perfeverance, that, notwithftanding their ’
fwiftnefs, it is with great difficulty they efcape their ra- {
pacious purfuit. The Weafel will frequently faften upon {
the neck of a Hare, while on her form, and hold there |
till it is quite dead, fucking its blood while running. The [
Kite, Hawk, Owl, and many other birds of prey, are 1
very deftrutive to young Leverets. This perfecuted ani- l
mal, however, like the Rabbit, is fo prolific, as to afford
a plentiful fupply to thofe who protet it againft the un~
lawful and deftruétive fnares of the poacher.

. TrE female goes thirty days with young, and brings
1 forth from two to four at a time, with their eyes open;
i i

' fhe'
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fhe breeds fix or feven times a year, and fuckles her young
for twenty days, when her maternal cares ceafe. After
this time, they feed on grafs, roots, leaves, corn, plants,
and the bark of young trees, to which they are often very
deftruétive in nurferies and plantations. They breed when
but a few months old,

TroucH the Hare is reckoned the moft timorous of
all animals in its wild ftate, it will, if taken when young,
become fo tame and familiar, as to fleep with the Grey-
hound, Terrier, or Pointer; of which the writer of this
article has been an eye-witnefs, This folitary animal,
although not poffeffed of the wily fubtilty of the Fox,
difcovers a moft wonderful inftin&, which has been given
it for its prefervation. The various ftratagems and dou-
bles it makes, when hunted, to avoid death, would excite
the furprife of every beholder; nor does it difplay lefs
{agacity and cunning, in preventing the poacher from tra-
cing it through the fnow, by taking the moft extraordi-
nary leaps, to elude danger, before fhe takes her form.

THE
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Tur RABBIT, anp Tur MOLE.

THE great fimilarity between the Rabbit and the Hare,
leaves but little to be faid by the natural hiftorian, or the
moraliff, in its defcription. Their figure, focd, and
natural properties, are nearly the fame.. The Hare feeks
its fafety by flight, while the Rabbit runs to its fubterra-
neous burrow, which Nature has taught her to make

with

e e e
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with an ingenuity, mot to be excelled by the moft expe-
rienced miner. The fruitfulnefs of the Rabbit fo far
exceeds that of the Hare, that, according to Pliny and
Strabo, they were fo great a nuifance in the Balearic
Iflands, in the reign of Auguftus, they were'under the
neceflity of imploring the affifftance of a military force
* from the Romans to extirpate them. A Spanith hiftorian
alfo fays, that, on the difcovery of a fmall ifland, which
they named Puerto Santo, or Holy Haven, where they
were faved from fhipwreck, ‘they put a pair of Rabbits
on fhore, which increafed fo much in the courfe of a few
years, that they drove away the inhabitants, by deftroying
their corn and plants, who left them to enjoy the ifland

without oppofition. A

THE M O L E.

AS if Nature had meant that no part of the earth
fhould be untenanted, fo the Mole is formed in fuch
a mannery as to live entirely under grounds The fize
of this animal is between that of the Rat and the Moufe,
but without any refemblance of either, being quite diffe-

rent
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rent from any other of the four-footed race. It has z
nafe like a Hog, but longer in proportion; inftead of.
ears, it has only. two holes ; and its eyes are fo remark-
ably fmall, that it is with the greateft difficulty they are
gifcovered.

Tue moderns, as well as the ancients, were univerfally:
of opinion that the Mole was totally blind 5 but Dr. Der-
ham, by the means of a microfcope, difcovered all the
parts of the eye known in other animals,

A vEry fmall degree of vifion being fufficient for 2

creature deftined to a f{ubterraneous aboede, Providence

has wifely formed them in this manner; for, had they:

been larger, they would have been continually liable to

injury, by the earth falling into them ;5 to prevent which

inconvenience,. they are likewife covered with fur. Ano-
er wonderful contrivance, to be obfcrved in Nature

works, is, that this animal is furnithed with a certain

mufcle, by which it can exert, or draw back the eye, as

necefiity-requires,
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As a recompence for this defe€t in the optic nerves,,
the Mole enjoys two other fenfes in the higheft perfe&ion ;.
viz. hearing and fmelling ; the firft of which gives it the-
moft early notice of danger, while the latter, although
in the midft of darknefs, direéts it to its food. The:
wants of a fubterraneous animal being but few, fo thofe:
of the Mole are eafily fupplied ; worms and infeéts, in-

habiting their regions,. being their only food..

ArTrou6H the Mole is generally black,. yetitis fome-
times fpotted, and has alfo been found quite white. The
fur is thoirt, and clofe fet, and fmoother than the fineft
velvet, ‘The length, including the tail, which is about
an inch, is feven inches. It breeds in the fpring,. and

generally brings forth four or five at a time..
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Tue J E R . B D A,

i i HIS fingular, and, we may fay, pretty little animal,
i & is a native of Egypt, Barbary, Paleftine, and the deferts
! between Balfora and Aleppo. It is about the fize of a

large Rat; has dark and full eyes, long whifkers, broad,
I ere€t ears, and a head like a Rabbit. The tail is about
| ten
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ten inches long, at the end of which is a tuft of black
Rair, tipped with white. The breaft and belly are of a
whitifh colour ; but all the other part of the body is afh-
colour at the bottom, and tawny at the ends. The fore
legs are not above an' inch in length, with five toes on
each, which are all furnifhed with fharp claws; but the
hind legs, which are two inches and a quarter in length,
and covered with fhort hair, exattly refemble thofe of a
bird, having but three toes, the middle of which is the
longeft; they are alfo armed with fharp claws.

Tris little animal is as fingular in its motion as in its
form ; always walking or ftanding on its hind legs, and
ufing the fore paws as hands, like the Squirrel. It
will jump fix or feven feet from the ground, when pur=-
fued, and run fo remarkably {wift, that few Quadrupeds

can overtake it. It is a very inoffenfive creature, living

entircly on vegetables. It burrows in the ground, like
Rabbits.

I~ the year 1770, two of them, which were exhibited
in London, had nearly burrowed through the wall of the
room in which they were kept.

THERE
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THERE is an animal of this fpecies in Siberia, which
is a more expert digger than the Rabbit itfelf ; their
burrows are fo numerous in fome places, as to be even

dangerous to travellers,

IT is related of this latter, that it will cut grafs, and
leave it in little heaps to dry; which not only ferves them
for food, but alfo makes their habitation warm and com-
fortable for themfelves and their young during the winter
feafon.

TrerE is alfo the Torrid Jerboa, fo called by Linnzus
from its inhabiting the Torrid Zone, which is about the
fize of a common Moufe; and the Indian Jerboa; a fpe-
cimen of which was to be feen in the cabinet of the
eclebrated Dr. Hunter,

NATURAL
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THEIR GENERAL NATURE.

I NTRODUCTION

E\‘ HILE the forefts, the waters, and even the depths of
the earth, have their refpeétive inhabitants, the air, which

includes an immenfe {pace, too elevated for the power of
Man to explore, are traverfed by innumerable beings, of
variegated beauty, called Birds; which, in order to faci-
litate their flight through thofe expanfive regions, with a
{wiftnefs to compenfate their want of ftrength, are forme
ed on the following general principles.

Yor. L ¥ Tre
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Forwm,---The body of a Bird, is made fharp in front,
and, when on flight through its native element, it fwells
gradually, until the tail is fully expanded, which, tvith
the aid of the wings, ferves it not only as a buoy, but alfe

a3 a rudder to direét its flight.

PLUuMAGE.---They are covered with feathers, moft
admirably adapted to the air they inhabit, being com-
pofed of a quill; containing a confiderable ‘quantity of air,
and a fhaft, edged on each fide with a moft volatile fub-
ftance, which, with the concavity of the wings, renders
the body confiderably lighter than the air; and thusenables
them to explore an immenfe fpace, denied to every other

part of the Creation.

SiGuT.---To adapt the fight to the fwiftnefs of their
motions, their eyes are not fo convex or prominent as
in creatures confined to the earth; which not only pre-
vents their being injured by the repulfive force of the air,
in their rapid flights, but likewife renders them lefs lable
to be touched with the points of thorns, fprays, &ec. in
their progrefs among trees, buthes, and hedges. The
film, or nitating membrane, with which ‘they decafion-
ally cover their eyes, without clofing the lids, <clears and

protedts
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protets them frym the glare of .fun-beams, as well as
from the mifts, fogs, and clouds, .with.which .the air o¢-
cafionally abounds, when forced to range for food or neft-
ing. The power alfo of extending the optic nerve, gives
fuch an acutenefs to their fight, that they can perceive
objeéts more diftinétly, and at a greater diftance, than

any other, creature.

He ARING.---They have the power of diftinguifhing
founds, without any external ear, which would not only
impede their flight, but render them liable to many inju-
ries in darting through bufhes, briars, &c.

SMELLING.---Their fcent is fo very acute and exten-
five, by which they are apprifed of the approach of their
natural, as well as artificial enemies, that thofe who decoy
Ducks, are obliged to keep a piece'of burning turf in

their mouths, to prevent being difcovered.

INTErNAL STrRUCTURE.---The bones, which are
formed fufficiently ftrong to fupport the weight of the
body, and the fyftem of its funéions, are folight, as'to

r 2 be
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be fcarcely any additional burthen to the flefhs  All their
internal ftructure is caleulated to increafe the furface be-
yond the proportion of the folidity of their bedies, in or~
der to render them lighter than the fame portion of aim
The lungs and ends of the windpipe branches imbibe air
into a number of bladder receptacles. The crop, which
is the repofitory for fuperfluous food, fupplies them in
long flights, and other times of indifpenfible neceflity.
Their food, being generally dry, hard, and crude, they
have a gizzard, which, with the help-of f{and, and other
ftony particles they fwallow, aid them in digeftion.

MovLTING,-~-Although Birds, from the fimplicity
of their ftruture, habitation of the air, and perpetual
exercife, are lefs fubjet to difeafe than other creatures,
yet they are liable to one to which no others are expofed;
this is the ficknefs attending the annual renovation of

their plumage, which is called their Moulting time.

GENERATION.-~-In the Spring, when Nature affords
abundance of focd, Birds are ftimulated to pair, to increafe
their fpeciess Having chofen their mate for the enfuing

year,

- I Ep—
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year, they proceed to thofe official cares which diftinguith
the approach of being made parents. With all the fond-
nefs of fuch expeations, they proceed to collet mate-
rials for their nefts, which they build with the {kill of
the moft expert archite&. They difcover fo much con-
ftancy to each other, with fuch unabating care and affec-
tion in breeding and rearing their young, that they might

be taken as examples by the human fpecies.

HABITATION.----Birds are particularly attached to
the place of their nativity. A Rook, if undifturbed,
will never quit its native grove ; the Blackbird and Red-
breaft are tenacious of their birthrights; and many others,
that are known to emigrate annually from this country,
have been found, by frequent experiments, to return to

their ufual breeding places.

MicraTiON---Is that paflage of Birds from one cli-
mate to another, according as they are impelled by fear,
Kunger, or change of feafons. Many have been the con-
je€tures of naturalifts and travellers refpeting this extra-
ordinary conduét in particular Birds. Some have fuppofed,

Eig thats
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that thofe which were not ftrong enough to fuftaina flight

over expanding oceans, colle€ted themfelves in bodies, and
repaired to chafms in rocks, or fought a temporary tomb
beneath the waters, where they remained, in a ftate of
torpidity, until the revolving feafons fhould recall them
to the exercife of their former fun@ions. Others have
imagined, that they aétually fought climes more congenial
to their nature and {ubfifance, at a time when cold and
fcarcity rendered the country of their fojournment both
dangerous and inconvenient. The times of their depart-
ure and return are {o regular, that, in the courfe of five
years, the average has not exceeded more than a fingle
day. Thofe tribes which have not fufficient &rength to
crofs the immenfe defarts and vaft occans, fuch as ‘?m ]
lows, Martins, &c. are fuppofed to find a winter {ubfift-
ance in the fouthern countries of Europe, where the cle-
mency of the feafon feems, moft hofpitably, to invite

them to partake of their bounties.

It has been ebferved, that fome Birds, which migrate
in particular climates, are conftantly refident in others,
According to Herodotus, there is a fpecies of Swallow,

that
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#hat abides perpetually in Egypt 5 which muft undoubtedly
arife from the equality of the feafons in that part of Africa.
This property, therefore, is not peculiar to any particular
fpecies of Bird, but rather caufed by the difference of the
country and climate in which they are bred. In Cayan,
Java, and other warm climates, thofe Birds, which uni-
formly migrate in the cold regions of Norway, North
America, and Kamtfchatka, are conftant refidents through
every change of feafon. 'The manner of their departure
is too curious to pafs unnoticed. They range themfelves
in a column, like an I, or in two lines, refembling the
fides of a wedge. When they have taken flight, one
particular bird takes the lead; after going a certain dif-
tance, he is relieved by another. In their progrefs, fe-
veral particulars occur, to excite our wonder, as well as
our veneration, at that immenfity of wifdom, which has
formed them with fo extraordinary an inftinét. Who
acquainted their young with the time, place, and necef-
fity of their departure; and what can induce them to
change the place of their nativity for a ftrange country ?
Who caufes the imprifoned Bird to feel its captivity at
the time of emigration; or who is the Herald, to affemble

¥4 thefe
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thefe feathered voyagers and travellers? Who is it that
forbids one to depart before the appointed time? Who
forms their charts; or who fupplies them with a compafs,
to direét them over pathlefs waftes, and tracklefs oceans?
Or who is it that guides them to thofe countries, where
they reft and recruit themfelves after their long journies,
fo as to be enabled to reach their deftined fojournment ?
As thefe queftions can only be referred to the wifdom of
the Great Creator of the Univerfe, we cannot avoid learn-
ing from them this leflon of humility at leaft; that,
whatever may be the boaft of human reafon, it vanithes,
when compared with this wonderful inftinét of the emi-

grative power in Birds.

Crasses.---According to Linnzus, Birds are divided
into Six Claffes, in the following order :

I. THE Rapacious Kind---Which-are carnivorous, and
live by preying on others, or eating the fleth of dead ani-
mals. They are diftinguithed by the beak, which is
ftrong, hooked, and notched at the point ; by their fhort
mufcular legs, ftrong toes, and crooked talons; by their

firength

Y
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firength of body, impurity of flefh, nature of food, and

ferocious crueltye

II. Tue Pie Kind---Which are diftinguithed by their
mifcellaneous food, and their females being fed by the

males in breeding time.

11I. Tre Poultry Kind---Which are diftinguithed by
their fat mufcular bodies, and pure white fleth. Strangers
to any attachment, unlike other Birds, they are promif-

cuous in the choice of thelr mates.

IV. Ture Sparrow Kird---Which moftly compofe the
vocal and beautiful. Some live on feed, others on infects.

While rearing, they are remarkably fond and faithful.

V. Tue Duck Kind---Are diftinguifhed by their bills,
which ferve them as ftrainers for their food 5 and by their

feet, which, being webbed, enable them to fwim in the

waters, where they chiefly refides

VI. Tue Crane Kind----Are diftinguifhed by their
long and penetrating bills, which enable them to fearch
.78 1 for
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for food at the bottom of waters, near which they chiefly
refide ; and by their necks and legs, which are propor-

tionable in length.

HavixG thus briefly given an account of the different

Claffes, with their diftinguithing peculiarities, we fhall
begin our defeription with thofe which cannot be ranged
fyftematically; fuch as the Oftrich, Caffowary, Condour,
Dodo, &c. which, being of extraordinary fize, and in-
capable of flying, are not included in the Six Clafles

before mentioned.
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THIS Bird, according to Naturalifts, is one of the
largeft in the worlde The head, which is like that of a
Duck, rifes to the height of a2 man on horfeback. Tle
body is like a Camel, and has two thort wings, which,
though exceeding ftrong, are not expanfive enough to

F 6 buoy
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buoy it from the furface of the earth; but, with their af-
fiftance, added to the length of its legs, it exceeds in
fpeed the fwifteft Arabian. It has legs and thighs like a
Heron, and each foot has three claws covered with horn,
the elaftic firength of which greatly facilitates and increa-
fes its flight.

ITs eggs are fo large, that they commonly weigh fifteen
pounds. That they difregard their future progeny, Kolben
denies, having feen them fit on their eggs at the Cape of
Good Hope. She, however, deferts them by day; but,
like other Birds, returns to them at night. The climate !
at the Cape requiring her brooding heat, it is 2 natural in- 'P
{tinét ; but, in thofe parts of Africa, nearer the Equator, '
we conceive they do, as reported, leave their eggs to be |
hatched by the heat of the fun, but not without the pre- j
caution of covering them with fand, and bringing worms J
and other provifions for the young, when hatched ; for, |
in birds, as in other creatures, Nature conforms to the
{oil and climate which they are to inhabit. The fimpli-
city and ignorance of the Oftrich is particularly obfervable,
in its only hiding its head to fecure its body from the at-
tack of the hunters,

THE
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"T'ne amazing power poflefled by this Bird, of digeft-
ing ftones, iron, and other crude fubftances, evinces the
wifdom of the Creator, in giving it the faculty of turn-
ing to nutriment thofe things which its barren and native

deferts only afford.

Tar Oftrich feems to fill one of thofe voids in Nature,
between the gquadruped and - feathered race, as the Bat
does another ; the former refembling the Camel, in the
fame proportion as the Bat does the Moufe.

To the beauty of its plumage this Bird owes its de-
@ruétion. But, in return, it triumphs over Man; for
the feathers which its death affords the purfuers, attend
the hearfe of Man to the grave.

\4,
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THE CAYS 510 WA RO Y,
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8 HIS Bred, which is found in the fouthern parts of

the Eaft Indies, js about five feet and a half high. The

wings are fo {fmall, as to be fcarcely perceptible. It has a

creft on its head, refembling a helmet, three inches high.

Though every feather of this Bird is adapted for flight,

none
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none aré entirely deftined for covering. The extremities
of them are armed with five prickles, the longeft of which
is eleven inches. It is deferibed to have the head of a
Warrior, the eye of a Lion, defence of a Porcupine, and
fleetnefs of a Courfer. But, though provided thus for-
formidably, it is perfectly inoffenfive. It neither walks,
runs, hops, jumps, or flies; but, kicking up one leg be-
hind, it bounds forward with the other, with a velocity

not to be cqualled by the fwifteft Arabian.

Tuis Bird, like the Oftrich, is extremely voracious of
all things capable of pafling its fwallow. 'The Dutch af:
fert, that it not only devours glafs, iron, and ftones, but
even burning coals, without the leaft fear or injury. From
its fcarcity, it is generally fuppofed not to be fo prolific as
the Oftrich ; but this may be more owing to their native
place being ufurped by Man, than from any defeét in its
nature; fory both its natural armour and digeftive power,
are convincing proofs that it is deftined for the defert, and
not for cultivated plains. " So that, like other wild crea-
tures, when they have, in vain, difputed with Man the
pofleflion of their own territories, they may have with-

F 3 drawn
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drawn themfelves to fome folitary defert, far from the
prying eye of Man, and for which they are fo peculiarly

formed.

f

a4 |
@ 3 r
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‘JEIHICH is 2 Bird but little known, is fix feet high,
refembling the Oftrich in form; and has been reckoned,
by travellers and naturalifts, to be of the fame fpecies. It
1s the largeft Bird yet difcovered on the new continent: A
but is chiefly found in Guiana, Brazil, Chili, and the

immenf{e forefts bordering on the mouth of the river Plata.
Some affert, that it buries its eggs in the fand, like the
Oftrich; but they may be miftaken, as thofe of the Cro-

codile are buried and hatched in the fame manner.
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THE inaétive appearance of this Bird, feems to fill
another void in Nature between Birds and Beafts, which
is that between the Sloth, and a more active individual of
the feathered tiibe. Its body, which is nearly round, is
very ponderous, and covered with grey feathers, Tha

legs
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legs refemble the pillars of a fixed building, but feem
fcarcely ftrong enough to fupport the body; the neck is
thick and purfy; and the head has two wide chaps, that
open beyond the ‘eyes, which are large, black, and pro-
minent ; the bill, which is extremely long and thick,
is of a bluifh white, and crooked in oppofite direétions,
refembling two pointed fpoons laid on the back of eacn
other. It has a ftupid and voracious appearance, which
as greatly increafed by a bordering of f=athc1‘s, that grow
wound the root of the beak, and have the appearance of a
} cowl or hoods The Dodo is, in fthort, a moft complete

pi&ture of ftupidity and deformity. {

Lixe the Sloth, it is incapable either of defence or

flight. It is a native of the Ifle of France, where it was

firft found by the Dutch, It is afferted by fome, thatthe
flefh is naufeous, while others, on the contrary, contend
that it is palatable and wholefome. This Bird grows to [
fuch an enormous fize, that three or four of them are |
fufficient to dine a hundred failors. The Dodo, by fome,

is thought to be the Bird of Nazareth, the defcription of

it being exactly fimilar to that Bird,

e e e
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Tuis feems to be an entire exception to the general
pature of Birds, both in appearance, as well as activitye.
1f we except the Owls, and Birds of that defcription,
there are fcarcely any but what are agreeable in form,
and alert in motion ; bat this, on the other hand, appears
formed, not only to difguft the fpectator, but to be almoft
an immoveable burlefque of the feathered tribe. Were
we allowed to give our opinion of the final caufe of crea-
ting fo unfcemly a creature, we fhould fay, it was formed
as a foil to the various beauties difcovered in the reft of

1
2

the Bird Creation.

Tud




Tse GOLDEN EAGLE.

THIS Bird is about three feet nine inches in length,
and eight fpans in breadth, Its bill is ftrong, fharp, and
crooked : the eye has four lids, to guard it againft excef-
five light, and prevent it from external injuries : the toes
are covered with fcales ; and the claws are exceedingly

ftrong
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! ®rong and formidable. It is found in the mountainous
parts of Ireland, where its fiercenefs has been obferved to
attack Cats, Dogs, Sheep, &c. As it feldom lays more
than two eggs, it is a convincing proof that Providence
has wifcly prevented too great an increafe “of what might
prove very offenfive, if not deftruive to the pofieflions
of mankind. Some of thefe birds have been found in
Wales.

Tue male engages in the maintenance of the young
for the firft three months ; after which time the female
undertakes, and continues in this employment, until they
are capable of providing for themfelves. The Eagle flies
the higheft of all birds, and is therefore called the Bird
of Heaven. Bochart fays, that it lives a century, during
which period it is continually increafing. Such is its
thirft after blood, that it never drinks any other liquid,
unlefs when fick. The Swan is the only bird that dare
vefit this King of Birds. All others, not even excepting
the Dragon, tremble at his terrific cry. Not content with
preying on birds, and the fmaller beafts, it will plunge
into feas, lakes, and rivers, after fithe His fight is more

acute
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acute than that of any other bird. It carries the young
on its back to fecure them from the fowler. The feathers
are renovated every ten years, which greatly increafes its
vigour, as exprefi¢d in the beautiful fimiie of David s
Thy yourk i be remeqwed like that of the Eazle. 'The

Eagle that would not quit the corpfe of Pysrhus, who had
brought it up frow a neftling, is a proof that this {pecies
of bird is capable of attachment and gratitude.

TrERE are fixteen other forts of Eagles; namely, the
Sun, Bold, Ring-tailed, and Black Eagles; Ofprey Bird;

Crowned, Common, White, Reugh-footed, Erne, Jean
le Blanc, Brazilian, Oroonoko, Eagle of Pondicherry,
and Vuiturine Eagle,




Tur CONDOUR or AMERICA.

It is doubtful which this bird is moft allied to, the
Eagle or the Vulture; its force and vivacity refembling
the former, while the baldnefs of its head and neck are

like the latter, No bird can compare with it for fize,

firength, rapacity, and fwiftnefs of flights It is, there-
forey




NATURAL HISTORY.

fore, more formidable than the Eagle to birds, beafts, and
even to mankind. The rarity of this pernicious and de-
ftruétive bird, is another inftance of the great care of
Providence in proportioning thefe creatures, according to
prop ) g
their utility or ferocious propenfity ; for, were the Con-
dour as prolific, or common as cthers of the feathered
P ’

tribe, it would fpread univerfal devaftation.

Sir Hans Sloane fays, one was fhot by Captain Strong,
not far from Mocha, an ifland in the South Seas, on the
Coaft of Chili, as it was ficting on a cliff by the fea fides
The wings, when extended, meafured, from each extre-
mity, fixteen feet. One of the feathers, which is now in
the Britith Mufeum, is two feet four inches in length,
one inch and a half in circumference, and weighed three
drachms, feventeen grains and a half.

AccorpiNe to Garcilafio de la Vaga, feveral have
been killed by the Spaniards, which in general meafured
fiftecen or fixteen feet from wing to wing. To prevent
the too fatal exercife of their fiercenefs, Nature has de-
nicd them fuch tolens as the Eagle« They have only
claws,
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xlaws, which are as harmlefs as thofe of the Hen. Their
beaks are, however, ftrong enough to tear off the hide,
and penetrate the bowels of an Ox. Two of them will
attack and devour a Cow or a Bull ; and it has often hap-
pened that boys of ten years of age have fallen a prey to
them. The inhabitants of Chili are, therefore, in con=
tinual dread left their children fhould be devoured in their
abfence. In order to allure them, they expofe the form
of a child, made of a very glutinous clay, on which they
dart with fuch rapidity, and penetrate fo deeply with their
beaks, that they cannot difengage themfelves. The In-
dians aflert, that they will feize and bear aloft Deer, or
a young Calf, as eafily as Eagles do a Hare or a Rabbit.

NaTure apprifes every one of its approach, by cau-
fing it to make fo great a noife with its wings, as almoft
to occafion deafnefss The body is as large as that of a
Sheep, and the fleth as difagreeable as carrion. Thus
Man lofes no food from the providential fcarcity of this
terrific and devouring creature., Forefts, not affording
room for its flight, are never infefted with its depredations ;
they, thercfore, dwell moftly in mountains, vifiting the

thores
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fhores at night, when rain or tempefts drive their finny
prey thither for fhelter.

Trxy are chiefly to be found in the deferts of Pacho<
mac, where men feldom wventure to travel ; thofe wild
regions being alone fufficient to infpire the mind with a
fecret horror, affording no other mufic but the roaring of
wild beafts, and the hiffing of Serpents; while the adja-
cent mounteins are rendered equally terrible from the vifits
of this deftru@ive bird.

Tats bird is thought, by naturalifts, to be the fame as
the Rock, found in Arabia, the Tarnaffar, in the Eaft

Indies, and the Jarge Vulture, in Senegal.

1 B
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Tue KING or Tue VULTURES.

THIS bird differs from the Eagle, in its indelicate vo-

racity; preying more upon carrion than live animals ;

- which difpofition feems wifely adopted by Providence, as
a prevention againft the naufeous and epidemical effects
that might otherwife arife from carcafes being left to pu-

trify
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trify on the earth. Its preying on the eggs of Crocodilesy|
which lay each of them at leaft two or three hundred, lu."'
the fands, is another difpenfation of Divine Providendey I

in order to prevent too great an increafe of thofe voracious!

and deftruétive animalse

TrE form of this bird is diftinguifhed from the Eagleys

by the nakednefs of its head and neck, though, not being

deftined to prey particularly on living birds, &c, theipd

fiight is not equal to that of the Eagle, Falcon, or Hawk.i§
But, being allured by putrefalion, their fenfe of {fmelling}
is proportionably exquifite. Happily for us, it is a ftran=
ger to'England, while it is found in Arabia, Egypt, and¥l
many parts of Africa and Afia. There is a down under
the wings, which in the African markets is frequentlyiy

1

fold as a valuable fur.

Tre Vulture is confidered fo ferviceable in Egyptyll
that, in Grand Cairo, large flocks are permitted to refide, 88
in order to devour the carrion of that great city, which 1

would otherwife be liable to frequent peflilence,
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I71 is ferviceable, likewife, in thofe countries where
hunters purfue, and deftroy animals merely for the {kins;
as they follow, and devour the bodies before they lie long
enough to corrupt the air; which they do fo greedily and
voracioufly, as to be unable to fly. But, when they are
attacked, they have a power of lightening their ftomachs,

fo as to effeét their efcape.

Taig bird is fomewhat larger than a Turkey-cock, and
remarkable for the uncommon formation of the fkin co-
vering the head and neck, (which is of an orange colour)
being bare. The eyes are furrounded with a fkin of a
fcarlet colour, and have a beautiful pearl-coloured irise
Although tife King of the Vultures ftands confeffedly the
moft beautiful of this deformed race, its habits are equally

difagreeable with the reft.

Tue flight and cry of thefe birds, being particularly
obferved and attended to by the Roman Augurs, mufk
have arifen from their confidering, where they were moft
inclined to direét their flight, from the previous fenfe they
had of an approaching flaughter; which the Romans al-

ways
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ways flattered themfelves was to enfue of the enemies

they were preparing to engage.

A= s

Tuz GOLDEN VULTURE.

.:%J.THOUGH this bird is larger, yet, in other re- :

{pefts, it refembles the Golden Eagle. It is four feet

and a half in length. The lower part of the neck, breaft,

; |
snd belly, are red : the back is covered with black fea-
thers, the wings and tail with thofe of a yellowifh brown.

Though the various fpecies differ very much in refpe&t

to colour and dimenfions, yet they are all eafily diftin- i

guifhed by their naked heads, and beaks partly ftraight,

|
3 I
|

In this clafs are alfo to be ranged, the Golden, Afh-
‘...zu!ourfd, and Brown Vultures, natives of Europe; the
Spotted and Black Vultures, of Egypt; the Brazilian, and
the Bearded Vultures.
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! HE dignified fport of Falconry, which formerly dif-

tinguifhed the recreation of the Englith Nobility, hae

been long difcontinued. A perfon of rank f{carcely ever

appeared without his Falcon, which, in old paintings, are

the criterion of fitular diftin&ion. Harold, afterwards
King
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King of England, was painted with a Falcon on his hand,
and a Dog under his arm, when he was going on an im-
portant embafly.  To wind a horn, and carry a Falcon
with grace, were then marks of being well bred. Learn-
ing was left for the ftudy of children, born in a more

humble fphere.

In the reign of James I. Sir Thomas Monfon gave one
thoufand pounds for a Caft of Hawks. An unqualified
perfon, taking the eggs of a Hawk, even upon his own
grodnd, was fined and imprifoned, at the pleafure of the
pleafure of the King. Edward I1I. made it felony to
fteal 2 Hawk.

TaEe Generous Hawk is diftinguithed from the bafer
race of Kites, Sparrow-hawks, and Buzzards, by the fe-
cond feather, which in this kind is the longeft; whereas,
in the other kinds, the fourth feather is the longeft,
They alfo poflefs natural powers, of which the other race
are deftitute, They purfue their game with more fwift-
nefs and confidence, and, from their generofity of temper,
they are fo attached to their feeders, as to become very
tractable.

THE
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Tur Hawk or Falcon purfues the Heron, Kite, and
Woodlark, by flying perpendicularly upwards, which af-
fords the greateft diverfion; while other birds, by flying
horizontally, diminifh the pleafure of the fport{man, as

well as endanger the lofs of his Hawk.

Tue Norwegian breed of Hawks were of fuch efteem
in the reign of King John, that, in confideration of a
prefent of two of thefe birds, that menarch allowed the

friend of Jeffry Fitzpierre to export one hundred weight
of cheefe; a very geeat privilege in thofe days. We learn
further, from Maddox’s Antiquities, that the intereft of

Richard I.- was obtained, by the prefent of one Norway

Hawk, in favour of John, the fon of Ordgar.
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Tanzx GYR-FALCON.

E HI1S fpecies of Falcon, which exceeds all others, both

in fize and elegance, is nearly as large as an Eagle. The

bill is hooked and yellow, and the plumage moftly white:
the feathers of the back and wings have black fpots, in
the jhape of hearts: the thighs are clothed with long fea- =

thers,
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thers, of the pureft white: the legs are yellow, and fea-
thered below the knees. This bird is fometimes found
entirely white. It was ufed to fly at the nobleft game,
fuch as Cranes, Herons, &c. |

In this fpecies of birds may be claffed, the Peregrine
Falcon, Sacre, Mountain, Grey, White, Tunis or Bar-
bary Falcons, and

Tuze FALCON GENTLE,

Warcu is known from other Falcons by the neck,
being furrounded with a light yellow ring.

Max Yy miftakes having been made, with reipect to the
names of this fpecies of bird, we think it neceffary to
inform our Readers, that they are called, according to the

times they are taken, after the following names :

If taken in  June, July, or Aug. they are called Gentle

Sept. 0O&. Nov. Dec. Pilgrims
- = = = - ]an. Febr. March Antenere
and, if once moulted, it is called Hagar, from the He-
brew, which fignifies a Stranger.

G 2




NATURAL HISTORY. 1

£X
S B
i
i s
e A Als)
‘:51‘ ‘-I\: zl:rw'-r i -'—-2';'1‘ :..qL'! more ,u‘:f-‘-.-l At In {har N '1‘ o
ard, is longer in form, and more elegant fhaj he
|
i 11 . LS iy [ (R
breaft and belly are white, beautifully ft
H S 1. TR !
verfe lines of black and white. This

that of the




NATURAL HISTORY. 163

of Short-winged Hawks, from their wings, when clofed,
not reaching to the end of the tail. This bird was for-
merly much efteemed, and taught by Falconers to purfue

Cranes, Wild Geefe, Pheafants, and Partridges.

SN 9

-G

THE i SN

THE Kite differs from all the reft of the fpecies, by
sts forked tail, flow, floating motion, and being¥almott
continually on the wing. Inftead of ufing the wings
when flying, it appears to reft on the bofom of the air.
Pliny fuppofes the invention of the rudder to be owing to
the notice mankind have taken of the Kite, in ufing its
tail to direét its flight. Every bird in the air, being ca-
pable of efcaping the purfuit of the Kite, it is obliged to
{ubfift on accidental carnage, which it devours like a fa-

mifhed favage, without the leaft mercy or moderation

HuncEer often makes them fo defperate, as to attacks

broods of chickens, ducklings, &c.

G 3 ir
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IT ufually breeds in large forefts, or woody mountains.
The hen lays two or three eggs, which, like thofe of
other birds of prey, are larger at the narrow end than
thofe laid by the other fpecies. When this bird flies high,
it is faid to portend fine and dry weather. It has been,
though erroneoufly, reckoned among birds of paffage.
It is twenty-feven inches in length, five feet in breadth,
and in weight about forty-four ounces. This bird, pof-
fefling no peculiarity of plumage, we omit giving an un-
inter@ing detail of its feathers: we fhall, therefore, only
obferve, that they fometimes differ in colour; fome being
entirely tawny, while others are variegated.

Tz COMMON BUZZARD.

THIS bird, which is remarkably fluggith and ina&ive,
will frequently remain perched a whole day on the fame
boughe Frogs, mice, and infets, are its chief fubfift-

ance,
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ance. 'The reafon for preferring which, feems to arife
from natural indolence, they being more eafily obtained
than birds, which it will not take the trouble of flying
after. It lives in the fummer by robbing nefts, and
fucking the eggs. - In countenance, it more refembles
the Owl, than any bird of day. Should the hen Buzzard
be killed, the cock will hatch, and rear the young. They
breed in large woods, and generally build on an old crow’s
peft.  The young accompany their parents for fome time
after they can fly, which diftinguithes them fromfother
birds of prey. They vary confiderably in their plumage ;
fome having brown breafts and bellies, while others are
only marked on the breaft with a white crefcent. They
are about two feet long, four feet wide, and thirty-two

ounces in weight.

Or this fpecies there are alfo, the Honey, Moor, and
Turkey Buzzard; the Hen-harrier, Keftril, and Hobby.
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Tue SPARROW-HAWK,

T'HERE is a great difference in fize between the male
and female of this bird ; the latter \'xeig_‘.'-.ing nearly twice
as much as the former. They vary alfo confiderably

their plumage ; though the back, head, coverts of the
wings, and tail, are generally of a blue grey. It makes

great devaftation among Pigeons and Partridges.

THE Sparrow-hawk was in fuch veneration among the
Egyptians, that they chofe it as the reprefentative of thei
God Ofiris, and punifthed with death every perfon who
fhould kill one. The Greeks confecrated it to Apollo.

1r

It was alfo made one of the fymbols of juno from its

fixed and piercing

s

t, which re 1e jealous ob-

fervance of that Go ldefs,
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.‘/;{ HICH is the fmallet of Hawks, and not much
Jarger than a Thrufh, has been known to kill Quails and
Partridges, and difplay fuch courage, as to render itfelf

as formidable as birds of fix times its magnitude.

Tre female, like that of all birds of prey, is confi-

- than the male. It was known to the an=-

cients by the name of Llamyfden.

Tue GREATER BUTCHER BIRD.

THiS bird leads a life of perpetual hoftility. It is about
the fize of a Blackbird. From its carnivorous appetite,
it participates of the nature of birds of prey, while from

its flender legs; feet, and toes, it partakes of the nature

Ctsy &cCo

of thofe that live upon grain, inie
G ;3 WHEN
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WaEN this bird has killed its prey, it hangs it upon a
thorn, as a butcher hangs up a carcafe, and pulls it to
pieces with his bill. Its ufual food is fmall birds, which
it feizes by the throat, and ftrangles in an inftant. The
old and young feek their prey in concert. It is ten inches
in length, fourteen inches broad, and three ounces in
weight. The back, and coverts of the wings, are of an

afh colour, and the fides of the head are white.

Or this fpecies are alfo to be found, the Red-backed
Butcher-bird, the Wood-Chat, and the Leaft Butcher
Bird; which latter, although not much larger than a Tit«
wmoufe, is a bird of prey. The head is of a fine grey,
and beneath each eye there is a tuft of black feathers.

Tug
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‘%A 7ING defcribed the rapacious birds of day, we

preceed to thofe of night, which are equally cruel, and
more treacherous. That no link ia the chain of Nature
fhould be incomplete, thefe birds employ the night in de-

vaftation, preventing by this means any chafm in the round

G 6 of
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/

of time. -They are diftinguifhed from all other birds by

their eyes, which are better adapted for the purpofes of

darknefs than of light. Like Tigers and Cats, which
fubfit by their no&urnal watchfulnefs, they are endued

\ the power of difcerning objeéts, at a time when we

fhould conceive it to be totally dark. The idea, however,
that they fee beft in total darknefs, is erroneous; twilight,
which is the medium between the glare of day, and the

e greateft

1
I

gloom of night, being the time they fee with t

perfpicuity. But the faculty of fight differs greatly in the

4

ifferent fpecies.

‘TuE note of the Owl is truly hideous; and fuch is the
antipathy of the {mall birds to it, that, if one appears by
chance in the day-time, they all furround, infult, and
beat him. So great however is the utility of this bird,
that onc Owl will deftroy, in the fame fpace of time,

more mice than fix cats.

Turz White, or Barn Owl, which is the moft domeftis,
¢an fee the {mallet moufe peep from its hole; while the
Brown Owl is frequently obferved to have a fight ftrong
enough
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enough to feck its prey in the day-time. Deftined to ap-
pear by night only, Nature {eems to have thought it un-
neceflary to lavith on them any beauties, either of form
or plumage, as they would have been loft to general c
templation.

As a fubie& of vigilance, this bitd was confecrated to
Minerva, az_\..i {eems to fill that chafm between quadru-
peds and the feathered race, which is obfervable between

Cats and Birds.

Tur GREAT HORNED OWL,

WHICH is nearly as large as an Eagle, has fome fea-
thers rifing from his head, which he can elevate or lower.
at pleafure. The back, and coverts of the wings, are
varied with deep brown and yellow. It ufually breeds in
caverns, hollow trees, or ruinated buildings, making their
nefts nearly three feet in diameter.

Tuis fpecies of Owl is fometimes found in Chethire,
Wales, and the north of England.
G 7 Tre
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Tsx LESSER HORNED OWL.

THE wings of this bird are fo long, that, when clofed,

o

they reach beyond their tails, The feathers of the head
Y J s
back, and coverts of the wings, are brown, edged with

yellow : the tip of the tail is white.

THERE Is alfo a fmaller kind of Horned Owl, which

is not much larger than the Thruth,

Or Owls, there are alfo, the Little Owl, which is re-

markable for its elegance; the Screech Owl, which has

~

blue eyes, and iron-grey feathers; and the Brown Owl,

which remains all day in the woods.

NoTwITHSTANDING this fpecies of birds differ fo

. 3 = 1 1 1P pYrac Ava #
materially, both in fize and plumage, their eyes are all

adapted for noturnal vifion, to enable them to feek their

iul . 1 1 1 i) 1 » | M= - \ s 7 . - A
food, which they always do by night. The y have ftrong

mufcular bodies; powerful feet and claws, for tearing

their prey ; and ftomachs properly adapted for digeftion.

ot

BIRDS
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BIRDS of the POULTRY KIND,

THIS Clafs is the moft harmlefs, as well as the moft
Cerviceable to Man. It not only furnifhes the table of
the epicure with various dainties, but alfo forms a confi-
derable addition to the neceflaries of life. The Rapacious
Kind may amufe us in the fports of the field, and the
warbling fongfter, with its melodious voice, delight us in
the grove; but none can equal the effential fervice, and
folid advantages of the Domeftic Poultry, They are a
fource of wealth to the peafantry, who keep them at a
fmall expence, efpecially at farm houfes, and where they
- have a range of common ; which the prodigious influx of
eggs and fowls, continually pouring into the markets of

this great and opulent metropolis, daily tefkify.

G 3 THEY
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THEY were originally of foreign originj but time and

ate has fo inured them to us, that they are now

icy oYy

increafe, form

S ‘.
AN L = £
apacious C mf) are 1or

!
4 1

$ them ven

from thel

many of the wilder fpecie:

the Rapacious Kind, fuch as

nexions, when once forn

¢d, - never end but with their
lives.
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Tae Cock, like the Bull, wild and irregular in his
appetites, ranges from one Hen to another,- ftruts about

,the farm yard, like a Sultan in his feraglio, and confiders

every one of his fex as his rival and' enemy. Carelefs of

his progen , he leaves to the female all the care of pro-

serforms with the greateft
they are capable of

providing for themfe

equally devoid of fidelity and attachment

4

vhen he meets and engages with a rival,

an unconcerned {peétator of the confli¢t, and rea-

-eceives the embraces ‘)t tllx_ Congueror,

Tue Cock, when oppofed to a Bird of Prey, Is timo-

~

rous and cowardly ; but, when in oppofition to one of his
"naturally V‘-,'.lll‘.'.li'!t, feldom leaving his

1 from him j many

inces of which are too frequently exhibited

vits of the metropolis.

the Turkey, Guinea Hen,
Pheafant, Buftard, Groufe, Partridge, and Quail; but,
a3
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as their feveral propenfities are not fo particularly diftin-

gnifhable as the preceding, we thall content ourfelves

with defcribing them in their proper places.

MosT of the Birds of this Clafs are remarkable for
the whitenefs and purity of their flefh, as well as for their
bulk., They have flrong bills to pick up their food,
which principally confifts of grain and worms, and fhost

concave wings, which render them flow in flight.
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have been the firft
atify the luxury and
in its domeftic fidte,

n Japan, there is a fpecies
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of
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b pfe)

fhow tl

of feathers. Thefe van

they muft have been under the dominion of Manj the

charalteriftic arifing from

departure

the mixture of breeds, brought from different countries,

which have been allowed to corrupt, without improving

the ftock. That the Cock was originally imported fron

&
1 e 1 = TN +
ed. It has been, however,

P

ancient britons,

Perfia, is generally acknowlec

==
e
o

fo long in this country, that, among

it was one of the forbidden foods.

F ROM C"(‘ Ver n
refident amongft it

L e T e e o
was natural to any other country

to be found in the iflands of the Indian ocean, where it
ftill retains its wild, and natural liberty.

Arrstobuanes calls it the Perfian Bird, in.order to
ihow the country where it is produced.

Tue Cock is a very gallant bird, and will fizht with

his own fpecies, efpecially for the poffeflion of his hens,

with amazing courage and perfeverance.
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To the bravery of this bird, even Princes themfelves,

ir different parts of the world, have, to their fhame be
it {poken, owed a principal part of their amufement.
Heathens might have fallen into this error; but that a
race of people, calling themfelves Chriftians, who are

ftiled the patrons of compaffion and humanity, fhould

1

take a delight in fetting

-fe inoffenfive birds to deftroy
ch other, can only be attributed to a barbarous propen-

fity in human nature, which we cannot but lament

Excrusive of this, there two other {pecies of Cocks,
called the- Hamburgh and Bantam Cocks; the latter of
which is well known and diftinguifhed in this country, by
its diminutive fize, and feathered legs

Trs
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{ HE Italians have obferved, not unaptly, that this

bird has the plumage of an angel, the voice of a demon,
and the appetite of a thief, They were originally from
India; and are ftill found in vaft flocks in the iflands of
Ceylon and java. The beauty of the Peacock deprived

it




NATURAL HISTORY.

183

it firt of its liberty; which proves to demonftration, that
beauty is not confined to the deftruction of the human
fpecies. So early as in the time of Solomon, according to
the tenth chapter of the Firft Book of Kings,, Apes and
Peacocks are found among the articles that were imported
from Tarfhith. They were fo much efteemed by the
Greeks, that a pair of them was reckoned worth upwards
of thirty pounds fterling. When firft introduced into
Greece, they were made a public exhibition. Hortenfius,
the orator, was the firft who ferved them up as an enter~
| tainment for the table. They were afterwards confidered
| * the choiceft of viands, and one of the greateft ornaments
of the feaft: but their palatable fame foon declined, a8
may be obferved by the conduét of Francis I. who ferved

them up in their plumage, by way of ornament, not as

a dainty.

To defcribe the Peacock as concifely as poflible, we
have only to obferve, that the head, neck, and beginning
of the breaft, are of a deep fhining blue : on the crown,
is a tuft of green feathers; and the tail, which may be
faid to vie in fplendour with the rainbow, (the colours
being
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Tar PHEASANT,

TI-IE plumage of this bird is fo beautiful, that many
efteem it next in rank to the Peacock. Crefus, King
of Lydia, when feated on his throne, arrayed in all the
fplendour of the Eaft, afked Solon, if he had ever feecn
any thing fo fine? To which the Philofopher replied,

that,
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that, after having feen a Pheafant, no other finery could

aftonith him.

ArTtrovcH the Pheafant is, certainly, a moft beau-

tiful and elegant bird, yet there are many others, as well
as the Peacock, which can vie with it in plumage. Its
chief beauties are, in the eyes, which are yellow, fur-
rounded with fcarlet, and fpotted with black; black fea-
thers, intermingled with a glofly purple, adorn the fore
part of the head ; while the top of the head, and thé upper
part of the neck, are tinged with a darkith, fhining
green : the back, fides, breaft, and fhoulders, are of a
black colour, changing to purple, according to the fitua-
tion of the fpeator, under which purple is a tranfverfe

ftreak of a2 gold colour.

Tre tail is about eighteen inches long; the legs, feet,
and toes, are of a horn colour ; and two of the toes are

connected by a membrane.

Tris bird is not only beautiful to the eye, but ex-
tremely delicatc to the tafte. But, as if it difdained the
comImerce

4
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sommerce of Man, it has left him, to take fhelter in the
woods and forefts ; to which unlimited freedom may be
attributed the exquifite flavour of its fleth,

¢ -

Tuxr GOLDEN PHEASANT or CHIN A,

TI—IIS bird, which is faid to excel all the reft in beauty,
is fo prolific, that, when in its wild ftate, it will lay

twenty eggs, and upwards, being double the number they
lay when domefticateds The Pheafant, of all wild birds,
is moft eafily fhot.

Brsipes thofe already mentioned, there are, the
Horned-Indian, Red China, White China, Peacotk,

and Brazilian Pheafants.
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IS the largeft

raily weighing twenty-five pounds. It is about nine feet

tne="4

<

broad, and four feet long. The head and neck are of am
ath colour, and the back is barred tranfverfely with blacks
bright, and ruft colour; the greater quill feathers areq

black§




NATURAL HISTORY. 18

-

black ; thofe on the belly are white; the tail, which con-
fifts of twenty feathers, has broad red and black ftripess

and the legs are of a dufky hue.

=75 L SRS - el B8 AL . e tere s ]
were formerly much more numerous than at prefent ; but
] :

the increaftd cultivation of the c

treme d-.;lic:‘.c;.-' of

Anathe
=

wieldy and

low in flight, as to render it :15111-.3ftimpoﬁlblc

_‘:

to efcape the aim of 1‘l1c i'p:m-tfnl;-ma

BusTARDS are principally found on Salifbury Piains,

Doriet

and thofe of Marfh or Lothian, in Scotland.. They run

very faft; and, aithough flow in flight, will, when on

o

'ﬁ

ue their progrefs, without refting, for fe-

t is with fuch difficulty they take flight, t
requently run down by Greyhounds

miles

hauntd, They live on berries, which grow on the h
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and on earth-worms, that are found on the Downs before

the fun rifes.

As a fecurity againft drought, Nature has furnithed
the male with a pouch, that will contain near feven quarts
of water, with which, it is fuppofed, they accommodate
and fupply the female while fitting, or the young, until

they can fly.

It lives about fifteen years, but cannot be domefticated
from the want of a fufficient fupply of the food which
they delight in, which they can only obtain in their na-

tural ftate.

Tuxrre are two other {pecies of this bird, which-are

galled the Indian Buftard and Little Buftard.
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BIRDS of the PIE KIND,

'11I-IIS Clafs of Birds, though not formed for war, de-
Light in mifchief; and are perpetually harraffing other
birds, without the leaft apparent enmity; and includesall
that noify, reftlefs, chattering tribe, from the Raven to
the Woodpecker, which hover about our habitations, and

make free with the fruits of our induftry.

TuouGH they contribute the leaft of any Birds to the
pleafures or neceflities of Man, they are as remarkable for
inftin&, as for their capacity to receive inftrution; cun-

ning and archnefs are peculiar to the whole tribe. They

have hoarfe voices, flender bodies, and a facility of ﬂight,

which baffles the purfuit of all the Rapacious Kind. - Of
this Clafs, we feleét the fellowing, as moft deferving our

attention.
Tuw
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RW HICH in fize and fhape refembles a2 Jack-daw, has

a remarkable large head, to fupport an enormous bill,

which, from the angles of the mouth to the point, ex-
tends fix inches and a half in length, and upwards of two
inches in breadth, in the broadeft part, not much thicker

than
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than parchment. Some naturalifts have thought, but er-
roneoufly, that the Toucan had no noftrils; this miftake,
in all probability, originated from their being placed in the
. upper part of the bill, and,.confequently, nearly covered
with feathers.

BeTweEN the white on the breaft, and the black on
the belly, are a number of red feathers, moift beautifully
formed in the fhape of a crefcent, with the horns point-
ing upwards. The toes are difpofed in the fame manner

as thofe of the Parrot, two before and two behind.

Tuz Toucan is fo eafily tamed, that it will hatch and
rear its young in houfes. Its chief food is pepper, which
it is {2id to devour like a glutton. Pozzo, who bred one
of thefe birds, fays, that it refembles a Magpie, both in
voice and motion. Naturalifts feem to think, that the
Toucan ufes its tongue to all thofe purpofes for which
other birds ufe their bills. This naturally accounts for

the thinnefs of the beak, which feems only calculated as

Yor. 1. H THis
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Tris bird inhabits only the warm climates of South
America, where it is much efteemed for the delicacy of
its fleth, and beauty of plumage. The feathers of the
breaft are particularly admired by the Indians, who pluck
them from this part of the fkin, and, when dry, glue
them to their cheeks, which they reckon an irrefiftible
addition to female beauty.

WaENn we contemplate the Bird Creation, we cannot
confider without amazement, how varioufly Nature has
formed their bills, wings, feet, and bodies, according to
their different wants and peculiarities, occafioned either
by fituation or difpofition ; a more ftriking inftance of

whith cannot be adduced than in the bird juft deferibed.

———————e—y
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Tue GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER.,

THIS bird is about nine inches long, fixteen inches in
breadth, and two ounces three quarters in weight. The

bill is of a black horn colour, and the forehead pale buff;
the crown of the head is of 2 glofly black, and the hind
part.is marked with adeep rich crimfon fpot; the cheeks

3 Ha are
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are white, bounded beneath by a black line, which paffes

irom each corner of the mouth, and furrounds the hind
part of the head ; the neck is encircled with black ; the
throat and breaft are of a yellowith white ; the back,
rump, coverts of the tail, and leffer coverts of the wings,
are black. The webs of the black quill feathers are ele-
gantly marked with round white fpots. The four middle
feathers of the tail are black; the next are tipped with
dirty yellow ; and the ends of the two outermoft are black.

The legs are of a red colour.

TuE colours of the female are the fame as in the male,

except the crimfon fpot on the head,

S s,

Tie GREEN WOODPECKER.

OF this bird there are many kinds and varieties, form-
ing large colonies, in the forefts of almoft every part of
the world. The wifdom of Providence, in the admira-
ble formation of creatures according to their refpeéiive

natures,
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natures, cannot be better exemplified than in the birds of

this genus.

WoopPECKERS, feeding entirely upon infeéts, and
their principal aétion being neceflarily that of climbing
1p and down the trunks or branches of trees, have a
long {lender tongue, armed with a tharp bony end, barbed
on each fide, which, with the affiftance of a curious ap-

: of mufcles, they dart to a great depth into the
f the bark, from whence they draw out the Jurk-

= oy ¥ N
E 1{ecis,

When this bird difcovers a rotten, hollow tree, it cri

wd, which alarms the infeé colony, and puts them in

e anfuton @ burwhich meancit 1o the bétter enahled _
onfufion ; by which means it is the better enabled to get

I ' - r 3 3 b x 3 £ !
at the prey. By thus deftroying thefe infeéts; which are

found fometimes on trees not entirely decayed, it thould

feem as if Nature had formed this bird for the exprefs

purpofe of cleanfing fuch trees, as they are generally ob-

{erved to thrive and flourith, after they have left them.
They are likkewife very ufeful in defiroying ants, oa
which they feed, as well as on wood-worms ard infects

Hig T
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To take ants, they adopt the following curious ftrata-
gem ¢ they dart their red tongues into the ant-hill, which
the ants, from the refemblance, fuppofing to be their
ufual prey, fettle upon it in myriads, which is no fooner

done than they withraw their tongues, and devour them.

TuEe Green Woodpecker is about thirteen inches long,
twenty-one inches in breadth, and weighs fix ounces and
a half. The bill is hard, ftrong, and fhaped like a wedge.
Dr. Derham fays it has a neat ridge running along the
top, which feems as if it was defigned by an artift, both
for ftrength and beauty. The back, neck, and leffer co-
verts of the wings, are green, and the rump is of a pale
yellow.

To thefe may be added, the Lefler Spotted, and Gui-
nea Woodpeckers.
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The BIRD OF PARADISE.

ACCORDING to fome naturalifts, there are nine dif-
3

ferent forts of this bird; but Mr. Edwards defcribes only

the three following ; viz. The Greater Bird of Paradife,
the King of the Birds of Paradife, and the Golden Bird
of Paradife.

H
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Tue Bird of Paradife, as defcribed by Moregrave, is

about the fize of a Swallow. The feathers about the
beak are as foft as filk, green and brown above, and black
below; the upper part of the neck is of a gold colour,
but lower down, it is gold, mixed with green ; the long
feathers on the fides, near the rife, are of a gold colour,

and the other parts are of a whitith yellow.

Tue King of the Birds of Paradife, mentioned by :
Clufius, is the leaft of the fpecies. -'

TuE Golden Bird of Paradife, has a gold-coloured neck '
and beak ; the feet and toes are yellow ;3 breaft and back
pale orange colour; and the large feathers on the wings

and tail, are of a deep orange colour.

THuE idea that thefe birds have no feet, is proved to be
an error by Mr. Ray, who fays, their feet are neither ‘

{mall nor weak, but large and long, armed ‘with crooked

talons, like birds of prey. ‘

TuE great beauty and variety difplayed in every part

of the Creation, continually affords, to the contemplative

mind,
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mind, freth inftances of the power, wifdom, and good-

] nefs, of the Divine and Almighty Architect.

THE Bird of Paradife, which is a native of the Mo~

ds, exceeds every other bird of the Pie Kind

in beauty ; a proof, that thofe groves which produce the

sroduce alfo the fineft birds. The inhabi-

I
tants, fenfible of the fuperiority of thefe birds, call them,

by way of pre-eminence, God’s Birds.

IS

TrEy migrate with their King (which is fuperior both

) about Auguft, when the ftormy fea-

* i Py
in fize and plun

nd return when it 1s over.

Paradife; one of which

but has never }'CT' beer

>ied Bird of Paradile,

has a blackifh bill,

ong as a Magpie.
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e
i_ HE note of this bird is known to all the world; but |

its hiftory and nature remain yet undifcovered, .Some

naturaliits nave

rted, that it devours its parent, chan-

ging its nature with the feafon, when it becomes a Spar-
row-hawk. DBut theic fables are now fufficiently refuteds
Ity
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It, however, ftill remains a fecret where it refs

des, and

how it fubfifts in winter,

Tut claws and bill of the Cuckoo are much weaker
than thofe of other rapacious birds. It is diftinguithed
from alP others, by its note, and the round prominent
noftrils on the furface of the bill. 'Fhe head, the upper
part of ‘the body, and the wings, are beautifully ftriped
with’ tawny-colour and tranfparent black ; the legs are
very fhort, clothed with feathers down to the feet; and it

has a large mouth, the infide of which is yellowith.

Tars bird Is the harbinger of fpring, at which time 1t

lad the huifbandman with its wonted note, as

returns, to gi

a fignal that Nature now refumes her vernal beauties.
The note, which is a call to Love, is ufed only by the

male, and continues no longer than the pairing feaion.

T RE young are generally nurfed by a Water-Wagtail
r Hedge Sparrow, their parents always unnaturally de-

ferting thems.
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TrE note of the Cuckoo is pleafant though uniforms
and owes its power of pleafing to that affociation of ideas
which frequently render things agreeable, that would,
otherwife, not be {o in themfelves. Were we to hear the
Cuckoo on the approach of winter, we fhould think it.a
moft lamentable noife; but, hearing it as we do, at the
approach of fpring, we cannot avoid thinking it the moft
agreeable, from its being attached to all thofe enjoyments
with which we know Nature is then teeming for our ac-
commodation.

-

IT is about fourteen inches in leng

1, twenty-five in

breadth, and weighs five ounces, little more or lefs,
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the SPARROW KIND.

.!)ESCENDING from the larger to the froaller kinds,
we come to this Clafs of Birds, which live chiefly in the
neighbourhood of Man, whom they feem to confider.as
their beft friend, filling his groves and fields with har-
mony, that elevates his heart to fhare their raptures. All
other Birds are either mute or fcreaming ; and it is only
this diminutive tribe that have voices equal to their beauty,
Great Birds feem to dread the vicinity of Man, while
thefe alone remain in the neighbourhood of cultivation,
warbling in hedge-rows, or mixing with the poultry, in

the farm-yard.

Trev are remarkably brave ; often fighting until one
of them yields up its life with the viétory. When young,
H 7 they




206 NATURAL HISTORY.

they are fed upon worms and infeés; but, when grown
up, they feed principally upon grain, As they devour
great fwarms of pernicious vermin, which deftroy the root
before the vegetable is grown, they are particularly ufeful

to the farmer and gardenet.

‘THE beft vocal performers of this mufical tiibe, are,
Thruth, Blackbird, Lark, Redbreaft,
Blackcap, Wren, Canary-bird, Linnet, Goldfinch, Bull-

finch, Brambling, Yellow-hammer, and Fifkin.

1 T - —p b b
the Nightingale,

Tui1s Clafs being too extenfive to be fully defcribed :

in o fmall a volume, we fhall fele&t only a few of the |

moft curious, beginning with the Blackbird. But, in ordex ; |
to compenfate for our brevity in this piace, we fhall annex, . ‘

at the end of the volume, a particular account of the
treatment and food, proper for the different Song-birds £
peculiar to this ifland, which, we doubt not, will be a

i " A ! ; . |
very ufeful reference to thofe who delight in keeping thefe :

entertaining little warblers.
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Tue BLACKIBIRD,

r_riiIS bird, which is the Herald that ufhers in the wel-
come Spring, feems, by its melody, to awaken the reft of
the feathered creation from their lethargy, and allure them
to the pleafures of the approaching feafon. They gene-
rally breed about the latter end of Marchy or beginming

H 3 of
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April, laying four or five eggs, which are of a blueifh
green colour, and irregularly marked with dufky fpots. ]

Their nefts are conftructed, in a very ingenious manner, :

with mofs, twigs, and fibres of roots, ftrongly cemented ; ‘,]
the infides being plaiftered with clay, and covered with I
hair, and other foft materials. They ufually build in \
hedges, near the ground, and before the foliage expands, }J
which, added to the magnitude of the neft, renders it ]1

o A e S
ealy to be difcovered.

THE plumage of the male, when at full age, which is (1
of a fine deep black, while the bill, as well as i
the edges of the eyelids, are of a beautiful bright yellow 3 ':

but before they attain this age, the bill is dutky, and the

plumage cf a rufty black.

! a year, is

THEY continue finging till the moulting feafon draws 8|

near, when they naturally defift ; they will, however, i
when they have done moulting, refume their note for a
fhort time previous to the winter.
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-
4 HE Stare, or Starling, may be diftinguifhed from the

reft of the Sparrow tribe, by the variegation of its fea-

thers, which in fome lights fhow a glofly green, and in
others, a beautiful purples The feathers of the head,
neck, and upper part of the breaft, are black, inter-

fperfed
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fperfed with feathers of different colours, which caufe

it to vary, as above defcribed. )

StarLINGS affemble in vaft flocks during winter, and

feed upon worms and infe&s ; but, on the approach of

fpring, t

meet in the fields, as if to confult; during i
this time, which lafts feveral days, they feem to abftain |
from all kind of nourifhment. Some few breed here, I

ird to receive inftruétion,

that it will imitate the human voice to the greateft nicety. '

Sterne, in his Sentimental ,'n::.mc:.', gives a very enter-

£ e|[

» met with

$3ining account of one of

on his travels.

Ir a Starling is taken when about ten days old, and 1|
properly L__j‘:t, it is a very valuable bird, and will fetch '

frequently five or fix guineas. ‘
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AT TITMOWSE:
hich is alfo called the Ox-Eye, is about
cth, nine inches bread, and in weight
The bill is black, ftraight, and about

the tongue is broad, ending in four

filaments ; the head and throat are black, cheeks white,
backsy
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back, and coverts of the wings, green; quill-feathers
dufky, tipped with bhué and white'; the 1effer ‘coverts are
blue, the greater ones tipped with white; the tail, which
is about two inches and a half in length, is black, edged
with blue.

ArTHoucH thefe birds occafionally vifit our gardens,

et théy chiefly inhabit the woods, where they build their

L

nefts in hollow trees, laying nine or ten eggs. - Their
food confiits, -principally, of infe&s, which they find in
great numbers in the trees. Thus we perceive, that birds
are formed, not only to delight the ear and pleafe the eye,
but alfo to ferve us, by deftroying thofe vermin, which
do incredible mifchief to our ruftic pofleffions. As we
can have no enjoyment, however, without fome mixture
of alloy, the Titmoufe frequently injures our fruit-gar-

dens, by deftroying the tender buds.

Lixx the Woodpecker, it is continually running up

and down the trunks of trees, fearching for food.
3 3




MATURAL HISTORY. 213

Tre LARGE-CRESTED HUMMING-BIRD.

erERE is a great variety in this fpecies of birds,
which, although the fmalleft of the feathered tribe, are
by far the moft beautiful, inoffenfive, and delighting.
They are from the fize of the Wren to -a Humble Bee.
~What a beautiful contraft ‘does this little bird afford, in
the
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the feale of Creation, when prefented by the fide of the
largeft Offrich, forming the two extremes ! and how can
we fufficiently admire the workmanfhip of Providence,
in having created fuch varieties fof our ufe, entértain-

ment, and afliftance !

. IN America they fwarm like Bees, ranging from flow-

et to flower, extralting the fiveets; in which they feem
td conneét the infe€t and bird creation together.

TrE head of this beautiful bird is adorned with a creft,
green zt bottom, and bright gold-colour at top ; the body,
and under the wings; is brown and green intermixed, and
glofled with a beautiful red; the bill is black, ftraight,
and:flenders - the eyes black and fparkling.

THEY are called Humming Birds, from the noife pro-
duced by the motion of their ‘wings. ‘Their nefts, about
half the fize of a hen’s egg, are curioufly fufpended at
the end of the twigs of an orange or pomgranate tree.

the Larger Humming Bird, Long-
tatlcd ")|CI\.lx-L Humming Bird, Little Humming
Bird with ¢robked Biﬂ;‘ Greeny and Afh-coloured Hom-

ming Birds,

Tz
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£
] HIS very handfome feathered vifitant, according to

the ingenicus Mr. Walcot, in his Synopfis, juft pub-
lithed in quarto, anfwers the following very curious and

interefling defcription ¢
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Ox the top of the head is a creft, confifting of a dou-
ble row of feathers, the higheft of which are about two
f inches in length, of a pale orange colour, with black
i ends: the neck is of a pale reddith brown, the upper
parts of which are croffed with broad bars of black and

white ; the leffer coverts of the wings are of a light

brown, and the lower parts white; the tail, which is
white, confifts of ten black feathers, which are niarked

with a white crefcent; the legs are blacks It is twzlve

inches in length, and nineteen inches in breadth.

A few of thefe beautiful birds migrate to this country
in the fummer, and feed on infecs. It is faid to make
ro neft, but to lay about feven ath-coloured eggs, in t

holes of trees, walls, or on the ground.

§ 1+
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Tar KELNG. ELSHER,

TI—IIS beautiful bird, which inhabits almoft every coun-

try, may be faid to vie, in elegance of plumage, with the
Parrot, the Peacock, or even the fplendid thadings of the
Humming Bird, It is Jarger than the Swallow ; moftly
frequents the banks of rivers, and makes its neft at the

rogt
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root of fome decayed tree, which it lines with the down
! of the willow. They lay from five to nine white eggs
before they fit, and hatch twice a year. In this bird we
, have an inftance of parental and conjugal affe@ion, which
might thame many of the human race; as a proof of
which, that ingenious author, Reaumur, fays, that he had
a female of this fpecies brought to his houfe, upwards of
three leagues from her neft, After having admired her

beautiful colours, he let her fly again, when the fond

creature was obferved inftantly to return to the neft where
fhe had juft before been made a captive; when joining
her mate, {he began again to lay, though it was the third
time, and the feafon very far advanced. She had feven
eggs each time. The fidelity of the male exceeds even that
of the Turtle, While the hen is fitting, and during the
helplefs ftate of her callous brood, he fupplies her with
fith, which he takes with the greateft expertnefs, and in
Jarge yuantities; infomuch, that at this feafon, fhe, con-

trary to moft other birds, is fat, and in fine feather.

SEvVERAL writers have confounded the Halcyon with:

the King Fifher. The Halcyon, it is faid, breeds in May,
in
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in the banks of ftreams, near the fea; after the firft hatch
is reared, it returns to lay again in the fame neft. Pliny
and Ariftotle fay, that the Halcyon is common in the feas
of Sicily ; that it fits only a few days, in the depth of
winter, in a neft that {fwims on the fea; during which
time, it is faid, the mariner may fail with the greateft
fafety. But another author, with more probability, fays,
that the little Halcyon bird is found on the fhores and
rocks up the Mediterranean, near Sicily ; that, at the
latter end of fummer, fhe builds a neft, with fith bones
and fea weeds, fo curious and impregnable, as to fwim
and hatch her young on the fea, which at that time is
particularly calm and ferene. This has given rife to a
proverbial faying, when we allude to any particular period
of our lives, wherein we have experienced uninterrupted
happinefs, which are called Haleyon days.
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BIRDS of the CRANE KIND,

TI—II S Clafs is inferior to every other in building their h
nefts, being lefs curious than thofe of the Sparrow Kind;
the method they ufe to obtain their food, is alfo lefs in- h
genious ‘than thofe of the Falcon Kindj; the Pie Kind

excel-them in cunning; while the Poultry Kind are more

prolifics. None of. this kind being, therefore, proteéted
by Man, they lead a precarious life in fens and marfhes,
where they feed upon fifh and infe@s’; for which pur-
pofe Nature has provided them with long necks, to enable
them to dive for their prey, and long legs, to keep their
bodies dry and clean.

Tuose only which feed om'infefts are eatable.
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T HE S T O R OKe

TI—IIS bird is fimilar to the Crane, but more remark-
able, both in figure and difpofitions The feathers are
white and brown j; and the nails are flat, like thofe of a
Man. It makes no other noife, but that of clacking its
under bill again&k the uppers Contrary to the general dif-

pofition
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pofition of Nature, it has as much, if not more, filial
affection towards its parents, than paternal affe@ion for
its offspring ; for, when the old ones are fo far advanced
in years, as to be incapable of providing for themfelves,
the young ones will ferve them with'\food in the hour ‘of
peceflity, cover and cherith them with their wings, and
even carry them on their backs to a great diftance. What
an example is this of filial piety ! Who can obferve this
affeionate bird, feeding and defending its aged and help-
lefs parent, till Death relieyes them from their anxiety,
without exclaiming, O ye children, imitate this amiable ex-
ample; let not a _fimple bird upbraid and condemn you ; but,
en the contraryy let it flimulate you to the difcharge of this
moft pleafing duty; let it recall to your mind the anxious days
aud. Jlecple[s nights they Egue endured, in nurfing, proteiing,
and promating your welfare; and you will not fail to imitate
the Stork, in foothing their decline of lifey with the lenients of

ur lovey care, cbedicnce, and gratitudes

e
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THIS bird may be diftinguithed from the Crane and
Stork, by its fmaller fize; by the bill, which is much

longer in proportion ; and alfo by the middle claw of each
foot, which are toothed like a faw, to enable it fieze, and
more fecurely hold, its flippery prey.

S0
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So numerous is the tribe of Herons, that Briffon has
enumerated forty-feven different fcrts, Though excef-
fively voracious, they are always lean and hungry, weigh-
ing no more than about three pounds and a half each,
notwithftanding they meafure three feet in length, and
five in breadth. Although it is moft formidably armed
with bill and claws, it is fo cowardly as to fly from a
Sparrow-Hawk. Fifh and frogs are its chief food ; but
it cannot endure a long abftinence. Its voracity is {fuch,
that Willoughby fays, one of them will deftroy 15,000
carp in fix months. It lives among pools and marfhes,
where it wades after its prey ;3 and builds in the higheft

trees, or on cliffs hanging over the fea.
THE flefh of this bird, which is now thought difguft-
ing, was formerly much efteemed. What an inftance is

this of the capricious tafte of Man !

KEvsLER fays, that the Heron very frequently lives

to the age of fixty years,
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Tuae EGRET, or GREAT WHITE HERON,

THE length of this bird, from the bill to the claws, is
four feet and a half, and to the end of the tail, three
feet and a quarter ; and the weight about two pounds and
a half. It is entirely white, which diftinguifhes it from
the common Heron, which is rather larger ; has a longer
tail, and no creft ; and is feldom feen in England,

Vor. I, I THE
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Tue Lefler White Heron only differs in fize, and by

having a creft.

Tae Little White Heron, according to-Catefby, has a
crooked red bill, with a yellow iris on the eyes, a white

body, and green feet.

To the above may alfo be added, the Yellow and Green
Heron, found near Marfeilles ; the bill of which is black
above, yellow below, and about three inches long; the
iris, as well as that part of the neck next the chin, are
white ; but the reft of the neck, top of the head, the
breaft, and belly, are variegated with brown lines ; the
feathers on the back are black ; the wings are yellowiih,
fpotted with black ; and the tail is ftuck with feathers
greatly refembling hair, The thighs are of an afh colour;
#nd the feet are black, with yellow claws.




Tuze LITTLE, or BRAZIL BITTERN.

THIS bird is fmaller than the Common Pigeon, al-
though the neck is feven inches in length. The fkin, a¢

the bafe of the bill, is yellowith ; the upper part of the
head is of a fteel colour, interfperfed with pale brown
feathers ; the neck, breaft, and belly, are whitith; and

Iz the
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the back is a mixture of black and brown ; the long

feathers of the wings are of a greenith hue, with a white
fpot at each extremity : all the other parts of this bird
are beautifully variegated with black, brown, and afh

colour. The bill, which is long, firaight, and fharp, is

black at the point; the iris of the eyes is of a gold co-
lour ; and the tail is fo fhort, that it does not extend be-
yond the wings.

To the above may be added, of the fame fpeciesy the
Common Bittern, the North American Bittern, and the
Small Bittern. ,




NATURAL HISTORY.

S e

i o

Tna SPOON-BILL, or SHOVELLER.

WHO can behold this ftrange and fingular bird, with-
out adoring the wifdom of the Great Creator of the Uni-
verfe ! The bill of this bird alone, is a convincing proof
of the great care of Providence to preferve his creatures,
This bill is about eight inches long, and of equal breadth

13 and
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and flatnefs from one end to the other ; but, contrary to
that of all other birds, inftead of being wideft at the bafe,
and narroweft at the point, it is exaétly the reverfe, fwell-
ing into a broad rounded end, like the bowl of a fpoon,
from which it derives its name. Itis, however, not hol-
low, like a {poon; but, whether clofed or open, it has a

very fingular appearance.

THis bird is as white as fnow, and, from its cleanli- |
nefs, looks wonderfully pretty. It is common in Europe, 1

and frequents the waters.

THE bill is moft peculiarly formed for the neceflities of

this bird ; as feeding principally on frogs, which, by their
cunning and adtivity, avoid the birds with pointed bills,

the Spoon-billy by being notched and toothed all round, is
better adapted, not only to take thefe animals, but alfo
to prevent their efcape after they are caught.

THE Spoon-bill of America, is of a delightful rofe-
-eolour, or beautiful crimfon.
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Tae +F L:AMIEN GO,

THIS bird is another inftance of the care of the Crea-
tor, in providing for every creature according to their
refpetive neceflities. Thus we fee the Flamingo, which
lives about the fhallow fhores of the fea, and the mouths
of rivers, provided with a moft uncommon length of

I 4 neck
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neck and legs; the latter of which are fo long, that,
when walking in the water, it appears as if fwimming j
and the head, which is almoft conftantly under water,-in
fearch of food, makes the bird feem no larger than a
Goofe, the body_being then only perceptible. But how
great is the aftonifhment of the fpectator, when, on coming
out of the watery it prefents itfelf, in height of legs and
neck, like an Oftrich ! Its height is not only fuperior
to that of any other bird, but its beauty is fearcely to be
equalled. The body is fnow-white ; the wings are of fo
bright a fcarlet, as to dazzle the fight; and the long fea-
thers are of the deepeft black : the beak is blue, except
at the tip, which is black, and fo fingular in fhape, as to
appear broken: the legs and thighs, which are not much
thicker than a man’s finger, are about two feet eight
inches in lengthj and the neck nearly three feet more ;
the toes are webbed, like thofe of the Duck, which en-
ables it to fwim for the prefervation of its lifé, which
would be otherwife fometimes in danger, by the fudden

rife of wind and water, while ftanding to a great depth,

in fearch of prey, by carrying it out to fea, where it
might perith for want of fubfiftance.

A DIsH
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A pisu of Flamingos’ tongues, Dampier fays,

feaft for an Emperor.

Framincos always go in flocks, and are found in vaft
numbers in Canada. Their nefts are formed of mud,
refembling very much our chimney pots. When the
female lays her eggs, fhe fits aftride the neft, with her

legs hanging in the water,

¢¢ Tuose who admire,”” fays a learned writer, ¢ the
¢ wonderful means, by which the God of Nature has
¢ contrived, that thofe a—nimals, which He has endued
¢¢ with alefler principle than reafon, fhould provide them-
¢ felves with food, and fecure their exiftence, during a
¢ life in which they are liable to innumerable accidents,
¢¢ would add a great deal to the meafure of their furprifs,

¢¢ did they comprehend the variety of thofe means.”,
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TH: AVOSETTA, o SCOOPER,

THE Avofetta is diftinguifhed from all other birds, by

the bill, which turns up inftead of down, being about

three inches an a half in length, comprefied very thin,

and of a flexible fubftance, refembling whalebone. The

tongue is fhort; the head, and greateft part of the body,
is
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is black : the tail confifts of twelve white feathers ; the
legs are very long, of a fine blue, and featherlefs higher
than the knee; the webs are dufky, and very deeply in-
dented.

NaTure has fo peculiarly formed the bill of this bird,
to enable it to fcoop out of the fand the worms and in-
fe&s, on which it feeds. It lays but two eggs, which
are about the fize of thofe of the Pigeon, of a white
colour, tinged with green, and f{potted with black,

TxESE birds are frequently feen, in the winter, on
the eaftern fhores of the kingdom ; in Gloucefterfhire, at
the mouth of the Severn ; and fometimes on the lakes of
Shropthire. They have a lively chirping note, and very
frequently wade in the waters,

ié Tuz
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THIS bird is, in length, from the top of the bill to the
end of the claws, twenty-nine inches; and the breadth,
between the extreme points of the wings, when extended,
is three feet four inches: 'the bill, which is nearly fix
inches long, is narrow, a little crooked, and of a dark
brown
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brown colour; the legs are long, bare, and of a dufky
blue, with a thick membrane meeting at the firft joint,

and marked with irregular brown fpots.

Tsis bird is of a greyith colour, and the fleth very
rank and fithy, notwithftanding the Englith proverb in
its favour. They frequent our coafts in large flocks, in
the winter time, walking on the fands, in fearch of their
prey, which confifts of. crabs, and other marine infects.
In the fummer, they retire to the mountainous parts of

the country, where they pair and breed.

Tuge Lefler Curlew, called alfo the Wimbrel, greatly
refembles this bird ; the chief difference being in the fize,
this weighing only twelve ounces, whereas the other

weighs twenty-feven ounces.

Y7 Tuy
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TRHE WOODCOCK.

] H1S bird, which is fmaller than a Partridge, is four-

g%

teen inches in length, twenty-fix inches broad, and about

twelve ounces in weight. It has a firaight bill, which is !
three inches long, the upper one falling a little over the
under at the tip ; it is of a dufky colour towards the end,
and reddith at the bafe; the forehead is ath-colour, and a
black line ecxtends from the bill to the eyes; the head,
neck, back, and coverts of the wings, are irregularly
barred with red, black, grey, and afh-colour; but, on
the head, the black is moft predominant. The eggs are
long, of a pale red, with fpots and clouds of a deeper

colours The flefh is reckoned a great delicacy.

In the fummer, they inhabit the Alps of Norway,
Sweden, and other northern parts of Europe ; but, when
the froft commences, they retite to France, Germany,
Italy, and Great Britain,

of
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Of WATER FOWL in Generd,

THE principal diftin€tion between Land and Water
Fowl, is, that the toes of the latter are webbed for fwim-
ming. Thofe who obferve the feet or toes of a Duck,
will eafily conceive how admirabiy they are formed to
move in that watery element, to which they are moitly
deftined, 'What Man performs by art, when he clofes
his fingers in fwimming, the Water Fowl is fupplied by
Nature to perform. The toes are fo contrived, that, as
they ftrike backward, the broadeft hollow furface beats
the water ; but, as they draw them in again, their front
furface contraéts, fo as not to impede their progreflive

motion.
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THE legs of the Water Fowl ar

which caufes them to walk with much difficulty ; they,
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trequent in Jearch of their prey.

M 10 ~

Miw Thall'Thlakt = Loy ik n { worth lce
Wz fhall fele&t a few of thofe moft huﬂ}!}' the notice
ef our readers, taking the Pelican as the firff fubje& for

acicription.
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Popre i0n BHESEDNT SG@ TANG

TRAVELLERS, and thofe who are fond of the mar~
vellous, have related ftrange accounts of this bird. The
tale refpecting the care of its young, has been fo gene-

rally received, as to be frequently adduced as an example
for Man to imitate,

Th1s
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THi1s bird is fo unwieldy, as to be only adapted for the
water; the beak, which is peculiarly uncommon, is about
a foot long, and as thick as the flethy part of a child’s
arm, very Yharp at the point, and of a blue and yellow

colour ; in other refpeéls, it differs very little from the
Swan: the Jower chap is made of two long flat ribs, with ,
a rough membrane conneéted to both, in form of a bag, |
which, extending to the throat, holds a confiderable quan-
tity of food, which fupplies it in times of fcarcitys
Feeding her young from this bag, has fo much the ap- :
pearance of feeding them with their own blood, that it |
caufed this fabulous opinion to be propagated, and made |
the Pelican an emblem of paternal, as the Stork had be-
fore been chofen, more juftly, of filial affetion. ,

THE voice of this bird is harfh and diffonant; fome

compare it to the braying of an afs, while others fay it

refembles the voice of a man grievoufly complaining.

David compares his groaning to the Pelican of the wildei-
nefs, and the Owl of the defert.

It lives fixty or feventy yearss
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’FHIS bird is found in the ifland of St. Kilda, where
it fupplies the inhabitants with oil for their lamps, down
for their beds, a balfam for their wounds, a delicacy for
their tables, and a medicine for their difeafes, It like=~
wife denotes a change of wind,

Tnrie
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THis bird is larger than the common Gull ; the bill i
wery ftrong, yellow, and hooked at the end. Inftead of
a black toe, it has a kind of ftraight {fpan. It feeds on
the blubber of fat Whales, and on forrel. It will leap
and prey ofi a newly caught Whale, even while alive;
and is fo voracious, as to eat until it is obliged, through
repletion, to difgorge its food.

WaxALEs are frequently difcovered by means of thefe
birds, which colle&t together in vaft numbers, and follow
them, in hopes of prey, as Sharks follow fhips that have
difeafe on board, with the fame expectation. The blub-
ber on which they feed is what furnithes them with the
oil above mentioned. They feem, therefore, as if crea-
ted for the purpofe of fupplying the inhabitants of that
part of the globe with a commodity fo efiential to light
them in thofe regions, which could not otherwife be

eheared from the wintry gloom.
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Tae GULL -axp PETREL

OF thefe birds, the larger fort are moft thy, and live
at the greateft diftance, while the fmaller fort refide where-

ever they can take their prey. They are principally dif=
tinguifhed by an angular knob on the lower chap of the

bill, which the Petrcls have note The Sea Swallow,
which
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which is alfo of this fpecies, has a ftraight, flender, fharp
pointed bill. In their abodes and appetites, however,
they all agree, hovering over rivers, and preying on the
fmaller fith, as well as following the ploughman into the
fallow fields, to pick up infets. When they can find
no other fubfiftance, they will feed on carrion. They
are to be found in the greateft abundance on our boldeft
rocky fhores, where they find a retreat for their young, in
the cavities with which thofe rocks abound. Like all
birds of the Rapacious Kind, the Gull lays but few eggs.
It builds its neft, of long grafs and fea weeds, on the ledges
of rocks. The flefh of this fpecies of birds, is black and
ftringy, and generally of a fithy tafte ; but that of the Gull
is fomething better. Of thefe, the poor inhabitants make

their fcanty and wretched meals. Strangers to almoft any

other food, falted Gull proves to them the greateft dainty.
Thus we perceive, that neceflity can even create a com-
forty by giving a relifh to the coarfeft diet.
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e gt VIRV AS VY BRI T C K

THIS is the moft eafily reared of all our domeftic birds,
the very inftin€t of the young leading them direétly to

their favourite element ; nay, even when hatched by a
Hen, which fometimes happens, they feek the water,

contrary to every admonition of the fofter-parent.
Os
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Or the Tame Duck, there are no lefs than ten diffe-
rent varieties ; but Briffon reckons upwards ef twenty
forts of the Wild Duck. The principal diftinétion be-
tween the fpecies is, that the Tame Duck has black, and
the Wild Duck, yellow feet. The common fpecies of
Tame Duck take their origin from the Mallard.

Ducks require very little charge in keeping, living
chiefly on loft corn, fnails, &c. for which reafon they are
very ufeful in gardens, When taey fit, they require no
attendance, except fprinkling a little barley, or refufe

corn near them, which will prevent their ftraying.

Or the Duck fpecies, there are alfo the Eider, Wild,
Velvet, Tufted, Pin-tail, Grey-headed, White-bellied,
Barbary, Madagafcar, and Bahama Ducks.

;o

Wirp Ducks are taken in decoys, and in fuch vaft
quantities, that upwards of £.30,000. worth of Wild
Ducks, Wigeon, and Teal, have been fent up, in one
feafon, from the decoys in the neighbourhood of Wain-
fleet only. -

A DESCRIPTIVE




DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNT

OF 5 Y - ok

ENGLISH SONG BIRDS;

With PracTicarL INsTrRUCTIONS for Chufing,

Breeding, Feeding, and Teaching them to Sing.

A BERDIVINE,---This bird refembles, in fize and
colour, the Grey Canary. The cock is diftinguithed by
a black fpot on his head, and a little black under the
throat; the hen is greyer, with a fpotted breaft and belly,
They are both familiar, and eafily taken.

Foop.---They love white feed ; but are motly fed as
Linnets and Goldfinches,

BLACK:-
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BLACKBIRD.---For the defcription, fee p. 207.

Foop.---When young, feed them every two hours
with frefh lean meat, minced very {mall, and mixed with
bread, a little moiftened. When older, they may be fed
with any raw, or drefled meat, if not ftale or four. They
fhould have water, to wafth and prune their feathers.

BULLFINCH.---This bird is in great eftimation for
its beautiful plumage, as well as finging, and alfo for its
familiarity and tra&ability. 1t may be taught to pipe and
talk, while perching on the finger, which renders it very
engaging. To diftinguith the cock from the hen, pull a
few feathers from the breaft, at about three weeks old,
when thofe of the cock will be of a curious red, while
thofe of the hen will be pale brown.

In order to teach this bird to pipe with propriety, a
flagelet or bird organ fhouid be made ufe of, while they
are in the neft, and unfledged; which, if properly attend-
ed to, they will retain a tune with the greateft exactnefs.
Although the hen is not fo beautiful in plumage as the
cock, yet, with attention, fhe will very frequently pipe,

and talk equally well with the male,

FooD.




P

NATURAL HISTORY. 251

Foop.---When young, give them rape-feed, foaked
in clear water for eight or ten hours, then fcald, ftrain,
and bruife it, and mix it with an equal quantity of
white bread, foaked in water, boiled with a little milk ;
it muft be made freth every day, to prevent its turn=
ing four, and fpoiling the birds. When they can feed
themfelves, give them rape and canary-feed, mixing
moft rape, as for Linnets, If they droop, put a blade
of faffron in their water.

CANARY BIRD. This being the moft effimable
bird for its note, among thofe who delight in finging
birds, although of foreign origin, we could not avoid
inferting a fhort account of it.

It derives its name from the Canary Ifles, its orie
ginal native country. Of the feveral colours, thofe
which have white tails are the leaft valued. The mot-
tled birds are thofe which are chiefly brought into this
country by the Germans. The cocks are of a lively
yellowith colour, the hens of a dutky white.

To choofe 2 good Canary, obferve that he ftands bold,
ftraight, and wpright, upon his perch ; let his looks be

‘{prightly,
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fprightly, full of life and vigour; let him look freely
at you, while locking at him, without fluttering or
beating himfelf.

Foop.~~Give him, now and then, maw-feed, in which
he principally delights, and fometimes a bit of loaf-fugar
hetween the wires of his cage ; in warm weather, a
little feedy chick-weeed or groundfel. The fine leaf of
a young radifh, heart of a cabbage, cofs, Silefialettuce,
or endive, will ferve to vary their food, which, being
thus changed, will prevent his lofs of appetite and
ficknefs, caufed by keeping him on the fame diet.

CHAFFINCH. The cock Chaffinch, at about ten
or twelve days old, has much white in his wings and
pinions, with areddifh breaft, and all his feathers higher,
and more brilliantly coloured, than thofe of the hen.
An old cock has a blueith head, reddifh brown back,
mixed with green and afth colour, fine purple red breaft,
and a white belly. The breaft of the henis grey.

Tuis bird is very docile and familiar, and may be
taught, with attention, any tune; if put in company
with
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with other birds it will imitate their notes. The cock
will couple with the Canary-bird.

Foop.—Rape and Canary-feed.

GOLD-FINCH. This bird, which is greatly ad-
mired for fong and beauty, is the fineft feathered of
all cage birds, and fo long-lived, that Willoughby
mentions one to have lived twenty-three years. The,
cock is diftinguithed by a curious fcarlet circle round
the fore part of his head, or bafis of the bill.

. Foop.—~When young, give them white bread, foaked
in clean water, to a very thick confiftence. To this,
add a little flour of canary-feed. They fhould be fed
at leaft every two hours, but very fparingly, and with
frefh food every day. In about a month, you may wean

them gradually from this foft food, by laying fome ca«

nary feed befide, until they can be brought to live on

it entirely.

GREEN-FINCH, Green-Linnet, or Green-Bird, is
of a hardy nature, and rather larger than the Chaffinch.
The
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The head and back of the cock are green, edged with
grey. The middle of the back inclining to chefnut.
The fore part of the head, neck, breaft, quite down

the belly and rump, are of a yellow green.

Foop.=—=The fame as the Chaffinch.

Common LINNET. This bird is faid to excel all
the fmall Englith birds in finging, The note is curious ;
and he can imitate the fong of any other bird. The
cock has a browner back than the hen, and more white
in its wings. When the wings are full grown, the
fecond, third, or fourth feather, is white up to the
quill.

Foop.=—They fhould be fed with feed gathered from
the land where they are taken, mixed with a little
bruifed hemp-feed. When caged, give them a fmall
quantity of canary, and a few corns of hemp. If droop-
ing, a little lettuce-feed, and a fmall piece of liquorice
or faffron put into their water. Chick-weed is allo a

great reftorative to the Linnet.

NIGHTINGALE.
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NIGHTINGALE. The Nightingale is reckoned
the beft of fong-birds. In grown birds, the cock is
diftinguithed by its deeper and higher colours. In neft-
lings, when he has eaten, he gets upon the. perch, and
begins to tune to himfelf.

Foop.~—~Give him, three times a week, two or three
meal-worms, or fpiders, to purge him. When his fat
declines, give him a little faffron in his water. Figs,
chopped fmall among their meat, will recover their
fleth when very thin,

RED-POLE. This bird is very prettily feathered ;
the head and breaft of the cock being of a fine red,
and much more brilliant than thofe of the hen. It
is not much efteemed for its finging, although it has
rather an agreeable note. Its neft never being found
in England, denotes it to be a foreign bird,

Foop.—The fame as the Linnet.

RED-START. The cock is a very beautiful bird.
The tail, rump, and breaft, are of a fine red. The
tack, neck, and hind part of the head, arc of a lead

colour,
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colour. The throat, and fore part of the head, are jet
black, and it has a white mark on the pole. He is
diftinguithed moftly from his black head. He doubles
his notes very finely, and will fing in the night as well
as the day.

Foop.==The fame as the Nightingale.

ROBIN-RED-BREAST. This bird, which is na«
turally folitary, will, when impelled by cold, become
daring, familiar, and fociable. The red om the breaft
of the cock is deeper, and extends farther upon the
head than that of the hens. His legs are alfo darker,
and he has generally a few hairs on each fide his bill.

Foop.=The fame as the Wood-lark, or Nightingale,
but be careful not to overcharge their ftomachs. Never
let them want frefh water, and, once a week, put in it
a blade of faffron.

SKY-LARK. At abouta month old, the cock may
be known by his notes, which, though low, are dif-
tinétly altered. In eld birds, the cock is the lighteft
coloured,
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eoloured, has a browner back, a yellower throat and

breaft, and a white belly.

Foop.—Give them egg, bread, and bruifed hemp-
feed, with red fand at the bottom of the cage, and
they will grow tame in two or three days. The neft-
lings fhould be fed, every two hours, with white bread
and milk, mixed with one third part of rape-feed,
foaked, boiled, and well bruifed. A fheep’s heart, or
other freth meat, minced {mall, is good food for them j
and now and then, they fhould have a hard egg chop-
ped very fine, an €qual quantity of hemp-feed bruifed,
and a little bread grated among it. Give them a turf

of three-leaved grafs twice a week to perch upon.

SPARROW. The Hedge Sparrow may be tamed
1o as to fly about the houfe, without any apprehen-
fion of its ftraying. It will take the fong of the beft
finging-birds, if properly placed with them. The cock
has a long, flender, dufky coloured bille The upper
fide of his body is black, mixed with 3 dirty red, and
the breaft is black,

Yor.: 1. [ i Foon,
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Foop.=When taken, feed them, at twelve days old,
with minced freth meat and bread, or Woodlark’s meat.
When brought up, give them hemp and canary. If

drooping, mix it with a little catmeal.

STARLING. Having defcribed the Starling in page
209 of this volume, we have only to obferve that theiy
food is the fame as that of the Blackbird, or Woodlark.

THRUSH or TRHOSTLE. The Thruth has a
great variety of note, and fings nine months in the
year. The feathers of the cock differ from thofe of the
hen, in beauty, fleeknefs, and brilliancy.

Foop.—~—When full grown, feed them with frefh meat,
raw, or drefled, with bread. This agrees beft with
them, though they may be brought to feed entirely on
bread or hemp-feed. They fhould have a frefh pan of
water twice a week. When cramped, put fern or clean
ftraw on the bottom of the cage, and feed them, as they

lie, with Nightingale’s meat.

TITLARK. This bird is handfomely fhaped, and
¢xcelled by very few, It has no remarkable fong, unlefs

e
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the cock is particularly excellent, when it will fing

like a Canary-bird. The neftling cock has more yellow,

efpecially under the throat, legs, and foles of the feet,

than the hen.

TOM-TIT, otherwife Joe Bent, is a very pleafing
bird, and has a pretty fong.

Foop.---They will thrive with bread and cheefe, and,
when grown up, with hemp-feed. But they relith the
Woodlark’s food the beft.

TWITE. This bird, which is fuppofed to be a na-
tive of Germany, vifits this ifland in winter. It is
very britk, and always finging. It is gentle, familiar,
and is hung among other birds, to provoke them to

fing. The cock is known by a red fpot on the rump.

Foop.---Rape and canary ; but they like the latter
beft,

WOODLARK., The Woodlark is efteemed the
beft fong-bird in the kingdom. It fings nine months

in the years - The cock is known by its fize and fong.
Foop,
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Foop.---Hard egg; chopped and minced, with crumbs
of bread, a little hemp and maw-feed. One egg is
enough for fix Larks. Give them fometimes minced

meat, as other birds, but no turf in their cage.

WREN. This is the {malleft of fong-birds, being
only about four inches long, from the top of the bill
to the end of the tail. It has, however, a very loud
fong. The cock has a dark brown back and head, with
a white breaft and bill ; the tail and wings are of a

bright yellow, variegated with dark lines.

Foon,--The fame as the Nightingale ; but, whenfick,
two or three flies, or fpiders.
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