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PREFACE

by

¥ I €T O R S EFTON
Chairman, National Committee on Archives,

Canadian Jewish Congress







As the years pass the events which crowded
them tend to form a pattern which spells out values and
significance.

Is it our looking at these events which imposes
the values and meanings? Are we merely imposing and
justifying our own opinions and philosophies? Or are
we finding genuine meanings in the past?

The durable record, the documentation, is at
least a control over the subjective judgement and pre-
judgement of these questions. Even here we must admit,
as a matter of methodology, that the assembly of the
recoré and its survival possibly may also be a dis-
torticn of control in our quest for objective truth and

for evaluation.

As Jewish citizens of Canada we are very
“neply concerned that the durable evidence of our life
2 asgemhled as a Canadian entity, and that it be
“ransured as sacred possession of the community, as an
indispensable precious tool for the development of our

" - a8
M R T
.«".' RS ;..---tl’.

We are a voluntarist community, and the sum
+5tal of awareness, of precision, of consistency and of
~lavation of spirit is what add up to the basic value
of our commun_ty.

The evidences of our past, the indications of
cur basic motivations are very dear to us, and will be
approached by our descendants with the respect due to
the monuments and escutcheons of ancestors.

Hence our archives of Canadian Jewry, and
heonce the constant efforts to make them more complete,
nore varied, more reflective.
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The present volume of listings covers largely
the year 1934. It was surely a crucial and formative
period in our annals. Many of our present realities
were then shaped.

Turning the pages of this inventory -- even,
without reference to the documents -- recreates the
year. The very names and situations are reminders of
the fundamental conditions of two score years ago.

Jewry already knew from their recent Russian
experience the meaning of the crushing horror; it had
had a taste of destruction of Judaism in the Russian
Revolution. Canadian Jews, whose kin were struck down
by pogrom or cut off by Yevsektzia, were learning the
elements of the holocaust language long before their
Christian neighbours. Every letter that reached.

Canada from behind the Soviet Union confirmed the agony
of entrapped Jewry.

“ Incidentally, the 1934 documentation on the
sufferings of Soviet Jewry is a reminder that today's
Let-My~-People-Go concern has deep Canadian roots,
grounded not only in fraternity but no less in an
awareness of the centrality of Slavic Jewry in the
Jewish culture of this millenium. This is no faddish
activity based on current political conjuncture of
events and positions.

Canadian Jews were continuously receiving
intimate reports on totalitarian developments overseas
and on their impacc on the masses of innocent and
helpless persons. Russia was providing them with a
premiére-horror of which their Christian neighbours
could have no inkling. This constituted a laggard
gap which made it harder in the 1930's for the majority
of Canadians to share the Jews' fears in the face of
the Nazi aggression. Now, more brutally, catastrophes -
of extent were being brought upon humanity, and not
least upon the Jewish people.
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The year witnessed the Jewish community facing
the onslaught with an ever keener awareness. They were
the first victims, an exemplar of a horror much wider
than its own group. Hate of the Jewish people was the
instrument for the destruction of the world. Yet --
nightmarishly -- Jews were ‘incapable of forestalling,
warning, averting, mitigating, or escaping.

Humanity seemed trapped in a mechanical process
of destruction. The creeping, toxic chemical was
spreading, corroding, and no.barriers were there to limit
it. Powerful fates, sometimes self-destructive, were
propelling mankind to a doom of utter destruction, or
at best, deep regression.

The hope of business gain, the gain of
millions, was impelling the west to rearm and to enxich
the antisemites; ironically, capital soon had to spend
billions in self-defence against the Nazis. -

The preparations for Olympic sport seemed to
compel the "establishment of fair play" to - forget
decency and to encourage Hitler in his program whlch
soon enough mushroomed into panzer divisions rampant:in
aggression over continents and peoples.

In Canada it was the year of the reorganization
of the Canadian Jewish Congress. The record reflects a.
remarkable creative social process.

Today we take organization and organized
action by the Jewish community and by other groups in
the Canadian -democracy for granted. We are not often.
aware of what was involved: '0of the innovative nature,
of the invention, of the gestation, of the filling of
the minds, of the rallying loyalties, ‘of the adoption
of new attitudes by the established leaders, and of the
emergence of new leaders.

One form and index of this new organization




is the appearance on the record of new place names.
There emerges a Jewish map of Canada, in which the
Hebrew residents of Kamsack, Prince Albert, Regina,
Portage la Prairie, Rosser and Quebec City enter into
consultation with Toronto, Winnipeg, and Montreal.

Calgary, Cornwall, Edmonton, Halifax, Hamilton,
London, New Glasgow, New Waterford, Quebec City, Sault
Ste. Marie, Saskatoon, Shelbourne, Sherbrooke, Sudbury,
Sydney, Timmins, Vancouver, Victoria, Welland and
Windsor join the traditional democracy of "Sacred
Congregations in Israel.”

It was a model sociological phenomenon in
community structuring; but this was being carried on
under fatefully different circumstances that did not
permit the normal processes in time. This was a free
revolution of orientation and of structures conceived
by a tiny element; basically conservative because
ultimately concerned with preserving all the values of
Judaism, and obsessed with the Jewish role in conserving
humanistic society which was now faced with a threat
such as human memory could not recall.

It is in this vast perspective that we must
examine little events and acts against an apocalyptic
background, like an Ingmar Bergman scene of a lone
child in a war-churned landscape. -

The reconvening of the Congress in Toronto in
January of our year brings upon the scene the elements
and the persons who were to be long involved, one way
or another, in the reshaped and redirected community.
The place of the Bund-oriented B.Vladeck, of the
American Jewish Committee, of Rabbi Stephen S.Wise, of
Chaim Greenberg, of Dr. Nahum Goldmann, and of Dr.
Chaim Zhitlovsky on the agenda represented more than
the usual battle for the limelight.

In this ferment the issue of the American
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Jewish Joint Distribution Committee was a classic point -
of controversy and of readjustment. The great agency
considered itself a model of apoliticism. It was the
greatest of international humanitarian institutions of
its type. But in spite of itself -- and by the act of
rejecting political considerations -- it became in-
volved in political conflicts. Sadly, the sponsors of
the Canadian organization, anxious as they were to work
closely with the J.D.C., were not among the groups ani-
mated by its philosophy. Even assuming the good faith
of all concerned, the accidental misunderstanding with
the J.D.C. during the very first days of the Congress
was to be repeated during the years ahead time and
again -- until the advent of Samuel Bronfman.

And within Canadian Jewry, the new roles of
H.M.Caiserman, S.Belkin, H.E.Wilder, Louis Rosenberg,
Nathan Gordon, Rabbi M.N.Eisendrath, Marcus Hyman, S.M.
Selchen -- even if they do not bring new names to the
directory of leadership -~ shuffled respected persons
into new patterns and into newly conceived responsi-
bilities.

- There was considerable resistance to many of
these innovations of person  and of social patterns --
an internal resistance that was not to end with the
organizing convention. Indeed, it but began there, and
didn't end until several fateful. years later, when '
Samuel Bronfman entered upon the scene to reconcile the
divergent.

But, 'in the meantime, there were also names
that were bridges. Many in the labor groups looked
askance at Dickstein and Belkin for being so cosy with
such men of the establishment as F.I.Spielman and Capt.
Sebag-Montefiore. The Toronto associates of Rabbi
Eisendrath and Egmont Frankel and those of M.J.Finkel-
stein in Winnipeg wondered at their judgment in co-
operating with the Congress; the very word had been a
red flag to many for decades. Some day this welter of
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biographic backgrounds will receive the careful analysis
it deserves from political sociologists.

One issue, so fundamental that it might have
shattered the Congress the very moment of its re-
birth -—- and indeeéd, cne of +the reasons why there were
no such parallel Congresses in other countries -- was
the issue of Palestine. At that period in the mid-
1930's, some fifteen years before the establishment of
Israel, there was not unanimity, nor equality of
temperament, within the community on this key issue.
For the supporters of the Yishuv, whole-hearted conse-
cration to their vision of the state was not subject
to compromise; for the opponents, or for those who
placed the Zionist programme further down, or far down,
in their list of priorities, the plan of its support-
ers was a machination to be resisted or rejected by
the clear-sighted.

An understanding of this differentiation and
of the intense educational and ideological tension is
essential for an appreciation of the dynamic which
underlies the State of Israel. It is also essential
for the reconstruction of the history of its social
and emotional life of the Canadian community.

The Zionist Organization was in a complex
position in this process: 2as a democratic ‘nstitution;
as one concerned with the international perspective on
Judaism;: as practically the only nation-wide insti-
tution in the community, and the major fund-raiser in
the nation; as the seat oi tne community's national
and local leadership; as the bearer of an ideology.

The issue arose at the Toronto convention of
the Canadian Jewish Congress. But, with the genius of
coexistence (before the term was invented by diplomats
to mover the contrary) that marked the Canadian organi-
zation for decades, the varying temperaments learned
to work together without violence to conscience.
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Indeed, their mutual understandings in the course of
the years brought precious additional talent and force
to the stability of Zion in the following decades.
This is another manner of saying that Canada never was
the home of any anti-Zionists; more exactly, those
cooler to the Zionist programme ws.e cnabled to work
for Judaism through Zion and through other instruments
of survival and of Jewish spirituality.-

All this was happening while this Jewry was
under attack. The Devoir blared out its "exposé" of
the Jewish conspiracy against French Canada; Congress'
efforts to explain were distorted into further "evidence"
of the conspiracy; the Société St. Jean Baptiste (his
the alias for Johanan Hamatbil, as he was known in the
Hebrew native to him) called for an economic boycott of
the Jews which would extirpate the community; the
Université de Montréal was shaken by a campaign to
drive out the 76 Jewish students (mostly in the school
of pharmacy, the only one in the province):; les Jeune
Canada was contlnulng its denunciations of the Jews in
the name of love of country; Action nationale, magis-
terial voice Of Quebec nationalism, began its career
with vociferous antisemitism; its Anatole Vanier con-
tinuing to re-echo the Hitlerite clarion of the
Austrian Mgr. Gfoellner. (In justice, a year later
André Laurendeau was to moderate this racism.)

In one of Montreal's finest hospitals the
employees deflled decency and authority to expel a
Jewish 1ntern. Even today, two score years later, how

many Jews 1ntern in Quebec’s Irancophone hospital net-
work?

. Joseph Ménard's strident Patriote was the
voice of Arcand's movement reorganized as the Parti
national social chrétien. It was all too vulgarly
effectlve, echoing as it did the more refined Le Devoir

of Georges Pelletier and the "religious" antlsemltlsm
of the official Semaine religieuse de Quéhec.
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In that signal-issuing weekly Chanoine
Cyrille Labrecque was giving authority to antisemitic
accusations and attitudes which Goebbels must have
approved, just as the Voelkischer Beobachter was
cheered by the anti-Jewish discriminatory practices of
Canadian insurance companies and by the violence against
Jews in Canadian resorts.

These phenomena were a tremendous factor in
strengthening German morale, in justifying Nazism in
the council of nations and in destroying Canadian
defence of the nation's freedom traditions. These were
components tremendously costly in lives -~ in lives of
all races -- in the war that was to come but five years
later.

- Jews sought unsuccessfully to stop this agita-
tion by law. From its rebirth the Congress sought the
protection of the nation's legislature. A delegation
met with the Minister of Justice and even submitted to
him drafts of anti-hate legislation; these are probably
in the ministerial archives. Rabbi Harry J. Stern
visited the Cardinal's Palace in Quebec, but this formal
call did not silence the anti-Jewish campaign being
conducted in the name of the Church and through its
instruments.

The day the Nazis acquired the sovereign
government of Germany they captured the momentum of the
world institutions and the routines of reactions of the
civilized world. By their claims on the established
conventional relations between governments which were
not yet at war they exercised real control over the
acts of other governments and institutions. The Jewish
urgings, appeals, and warnings were those of a gnat.

It is not difficult to reconstruct the satur-
nalia of Nazism in the solid German settlements of
Western Canada, the Hitler-adulation amanating from
Canadians of German origin in Eastern Canada, from




tourists and from paid speakers sent from the Reich.

Yet any recollection of that period must also
include the less documented built-in moral forces in the
Canadian traditions which limited the effectiveness of
the evil. For we must be able to explain why all this
incitement from centres of authority did not explode
into violence against Jewish persons in Canada as they
did elsewhere. The several such cases in Toronto and
in the Laurentians, threatening as they were under the
circumstances, are not to be categorized with "the
excesses" in Poland and Rumania. |

2 Ol 51gn1flcant that the anti-Jewish propa—
ganda, which increasingly seized the politicized '
periodicals of opinion, never reached into the large,
news-dispensing papers such as La Presse, Le Soleil,
and La Patrie.

Even the mongers of hatred were constantly
modifying their anti-Jewish propaganda by recalling,
incongruously, the demands of justice and Christian
love and by K the rejection of thoughtless violence. Even
those defending the Hitlerite policies overseas often
threw in a word of sympathy for the Jewish v1ct1ms of
German violence.

Strange reading as this vocabulary makes to-
day, it does seem to have been meaningful in the communi-
cation of the time. |

Whatever the operative causes -- whether of
Christian origin or of western democratic foundation or
Franco-British civilization or the traditions of decency,
humanism or non-violence -~ the facts indicate that all
the incitements to violence ran short of ultimate attack:
that a legal order and policing were maintained, and
that by and large the social structure permitted no
threat to the persons of the citizenry.
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Another word of caution may be in order as we
examine the archival record in order to construct an
image of the period; this time in the order of geogra-
phy. There are several external and distortionary
reasons why the documentation emphasizes the Quebec
condition, particularly as reinforced by the recorded
words of French Canadian nationalistic and religious
spokesmen. Those not alerted may exaggerate the
Quebec-anglophone differential. The measure of physical
violence in this sad history more nearly equalizes the
regional phases of this sad story.

, In point of fact the most brutal consequence
of the anti-Jewish campaign in Canada, which was con-
comitant with obtuse moral irresponsibility for the
suffering, was the barring of Canada's gates to refu-
gees. Even the League of Nations' Commissioner, James
Macdonald, received no warmer a response from the
government than did a kerchiefed grandmother sitting
in the outermost waiting room of the ministries.

The mobilization of the Canadian community to
deal with its coast-to-coast questions constituted but
a small segment in the world picture, as the 16,000,000
Jews, scattered over all the continents, sought to
rally their often exaggerated resources to deal with
global, life-and-death problems under terrifying con-
ditions. The correspondence with Dr. Nahum Goldmann
and with Belgian,. American, Swiss, Polish, Roumanian,
Egyptian and British Jews recalls this struggle for
activism and for dignity -- often waged immediately
under the hoof of the enemy unto death.

One phase of this battle was the attempt to
boycott Nazi Germany. On the face of it, the idea was
self-evident. Some such spontaneous action was in-
evitable. Made-in-Munich or Made-in-Nuremberg or Made-
in-Mauthausen merchandise could not but burn the fingers
of the consumers in Canada. To touch such goods was
concretely to send Canadian and Jewish money to finance

Hitler.
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But from this to effectiveness is a long way.
Jewish leaders in Britain were notified that if they
joined a boycctt program the attacks on Jews in Perlin
would be intensified.

. ——

The one percent of all Canadian consumers who
were Jewish could not affect the market. German goods
were often not marked as such or -- as in the case of
coal -- were not marked at all. Often they were but
components of merchandise (the braid on garments). ,
Consumer goods were but a fragment of German export.

Other forms of dollar-revenue were complex and invisible,
the function of international transactions: of a hundred
technical varieties: in the final ' analysis, the outcome
of political, government decisions. The welfare of Jews
was not éven a minor element where these consider-
ations were welghed

In these overwhelming circumstances Jewish
citizens in Bucharest, Cairo, and New York sought thus
to slow German rearmament and to block the road to
Auschwitz. In Montreal, Toronto, and Winnipeg too. It
was reflexive activity: for life and for survival elo-
quent of the condition of the time.

Under these conditions the Jewish effort to
defend its position, to aid their kin and to alert .
their neighbours to‘‘danger, deserve our close -attention.
These concerns became central in Lhe hlstory of uewry
and of Canada. '

Its activists were speaking to vital interests.
If they were ineffective, it was due in large measure to
poverty and to the paucity of the tools for actions * B£-

they were unheeded, we shall need to examine the causes . *
of this deafness. - -~

There is another reason for reaffirming this
phase of the story.
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A programmed effort is today being made, in
the apportioning the vast blame for the gigantic
holocaust, to reverse it by heaping it back on the
victims and their kin. Hitler is exonerated in part
if it is true that he shares his criminality with the
Poles: -and with the British and the Americans. He 1is
even more relieved if the fault is ultimately that of
the Jews everywhere; even more so if we blame the very
victims, "the sheep to the slaughter” theme.

The number and the character of those who
have fallen into Hitler's posthumous trap is surprising.

The Canadian phase of the Jewish struggle of
that time is of the greatest importance for an appreci-
ation of this period, so formative in world history,
in Jewish history, in the annals of politics and social
development, in the refinement of conscience.

The immediacy of the social concern was
already -old when the Nazis came to power; well before
Hitler the menace of his peril was searingly evident
to Canadian Jews. With his accession to power there
naturally followed efforts to organize the reiteration
of their views and their pleas before the public and
before the government; their relating the international
condition and the fate of their kin to the local anti-
Jewish and anti-libertarian menace; they sought to
convey their intense awareness of the nightmare reality.

A committee from the Congress met with Henri
Bourassa in the office of S.W.Jacobs. The great man
of Quebec nationalism proved his interest by con-
demning antisemitism before the Commons. But Bourassa's
extensive constituency had already been usurped from
him by the extremists. He was terribly hurt not to
have been heard. In due course he would react to this
with classic oratory.
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The defence efforts of the Jewish community
were puny and futile from the beginning. (Only the
Canadian broadcasting authority r.sponded to keep the
air waves clean.)

In Toronto a Christian-Jewish seminar encouraged
by Lieut.-Gov.H.A.Bruce led to the establishment of a
pioneering Jewish-Gentile program.

Notable success came only in Manitoba, where
the Canadian Nationalist was hit by an injunction and
the provincial libel :act was amended to protect groups --
a historic legal victory, but one that failed to silence
the racist and anti-Jewish propaganda.

In Quebec the efforts of Peter Bercovitch and
of Joseph Cohen to do what Marcus Hyman in Winnipeg did
failed dismally, as did Nathan Gordon's efforts at
Ottawa.

On this arena of violence and threat to Jews
and Judaism there enters one of the major totalitarian
forces which had caused so much of the tragedy -- this
time disguised. as the Russian saviour.

: The Communists and their Jewish followers
brought their ideology and tactics to bear on the Jewish
problem which they had themselves aggravated so harshly.
Isolated as the Jews were, any ally seemed welcoine to
some, and the number that fell into the trap is not
surprising. It took historic experience and a value
orientation which places Jewish =urvival at the centre
to recognize the antisemite behind the anti-fascist. A
further division entered into community life, an element
that was shrewdly utilized by its enemies.

At the very least the confusion and the
diversion of the all-too-scarce energies created by

this condition were costly during the year under
review.
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A measure of ‘the Jewish retreat: the Congress
in Tororito issued a circular advising the community not
to congregate in areas of the:city where such gatherings
of Jews may arouse animosity.

_ Certainly the frightened confession from -
Maurice‘Hﬂrtt must rank as one of the remarkable
documents in' the annals of the community --: the more
partlcu]aV‘y as the politician-writer never claimed to.
be the master of the pen or a leader of conscience and.

of refined articulation.

Nevertheless; with all these fearful tasks
and prosoects the community within the nation con-
tinued in its positive work for immigration and adjust—
ment, fo; building a firmer Jewry on the :St. Lawrence,
on the Grea% Lakes, ‘on the prairies and on the Pacific.
Orthodoxy was ‘ranuplaatlnc its values -~ often in
ancient and alien dress -~ to the New Land and to the
new conditions covernirng the lives of its newborn
citizens. Uence the histories of Talmud Torahs, of
Vaad Ha'ir, and of its Kashruth structure.

Other Jewish denominations were seeking their
Canadian ways. In Toronto Rabbi M.N,Eisendrath was
giving stature to the reform temple as did Rabbi H.J.
Stern in Montreali. ‘'Among +the observant the emphasis
ras on the rctention of old forms become sanctified
because traditional; adjustment was slow there during
those years. Rabbis like Hirsch Cohen represented the
most vivacious elements in the ancient manner. Their
horror of contamination from other Jewish religious
ideas was co keen that they found it difficult to co-
operate with other eschools- even for the joint promotion
of enrollment.

ol Identity and fraternity among experienced
exiles in a new exile: hence the record of I.andsman-

-

shaften and locges.
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An economic crisis: problems in welfare, dis-
crimination in employment; attempts at agriculture; the
family combatting the corrosion of depression.

An intensifying cultural life: Yiddish was a
vibrant force, and its significant expression as a
language medium seemed but at its beginning. Talent was
mining its linguistic and cultural riches in Warsaw and
in New York. The Canadian task seemed to be the channel-
ing of this dynamic to this country. J.I.Segal was
rooting its book traditions on the Main. The Yiddish
press was broadcasting the serious comments of S.Belkin,
Israel Rabinovitch, Hersh Wolofsky, S.M.Selchen,
Mordecai Jaffe; Jewish schools creating unforgettable
memories in the minds of children which would continue
for scores of years to germinate values and loyalties.
From coast to coast teachers like I.Baruch, A.Golomb,
J.Zipper, S.Dunsky, Shloimeh Wiseman, M.Maggid, M.
Menachovsky, S.Rapaport,  Isaiah Rabinovitch and a
hundred others impressed themselves upon the intimate
socul of the community.

| English was becoming the native language of
an increasing proportion of the community: Hyman Edel-
stein was succeeded by A.M.Klein as their poetic voice.

Zionists, and their labor wing in particular,
were tireless in their organizational, educational and
fund-raising efforts -- the latter tragically petty;
each gathering and each word were a stroke in the
moulding of the modern concept of the Jewish identity.

Significant correspondence: Golda Meir (still
Myerson) with Leon Cheifetz about Chalutzim from Canada.

The need for self-knowledge became evident.
Simultaneously Louis Rosenberg of Regina, and Montreal's
H.Carl Goldenberg and Saul Hayes (incidentally his first
participation in Congress work) and others elsewhere
embarked upon a joint program of organizing archives,
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analysis and history which was to flower in the decades
ahead in the unmatched social and economic research of

the national community.

Because the Canadian Jewish Congress, by the
very conception of its program, touched upon these
considerations and activities, the list of its papers
is a mirror of the Jewish time in Canada, as well as a
tool for any further analysis of this history.

. There is .another feature of this ~—. and of
previous issues of Canadian Jewish Archives: it in-
cludes Congress holdings and acquisitions relating to
some earlier years, primarily supplementary to the
inventories on the organization of the Congress first
in 1919 and on the school question. But much else.

Thus this issue, and no.5, remind us that the
anti-Jewish campaign in Quebec antedates even the
school issues of the 1920's. By 1903 the Semaine
religieuse de Québec was continuing its condemnations

of Dreyfus and warning of the Jewish menace to Russian
Czarist civilization. By the end of the decade the
documentation tells the story of the Ortenberg case.
The Hamanic finale, long after Jacob's court victory,
was Plamondon's flight from Canada as an embezzler.

La Croix and Abbé Huot begin their Streicher campaigns.

The early pages record Quebec's 1906 Sunday
legislation which sought to distinguish the Catholic
province from the other, Protestant provinces by
avoiding its severe dominical features. Decades later
our record indicates that awakened antisemites found
this too favourable to the Jews, and the Ligue du
Dimanche began its campaign. This coincides with the
rise of Arcand and Ménard, and with the vain Jewish
efforts to enlist legislature and bench to silence
them. The tragedy darkens.
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These supplementary pages document the pro-
phetic Canadian rescue efforts of European Jews —-—
notably the pathetic story of the orphans .and .the -
Roumanian group. Lyon Cohen has not come down in history
notably as a writer, but the narration he sent: to Joseph
Barondess is a remarkably eloquent document.

In a 1922 minute we read, for the first time,
that "the large influx of the non-~Protestant element
has greatly reduced the value of the schools of the
Protestant population” --'a very far reaching formulation
that introduced the school question.

The directory of persons and of institutions
that float through these pages is a veritable re-
suscitation of old decades: Blumenthal, Princess
Radziwill, Bercovici, the Friendly League, Beth Israel
Infants Home, Holy Blossom School, etc., etc.

~Indeed, they document the past so interestingly'

that the indices to Canadian ‘Jewish Archives have become

a useful instrument for research. For this reason the
editors have added to this number an index to those
issues which do not carry one -~ all in the interest of
further study of the community. -




RABBI MAURICE NATHAN EISENDRATH
(1902 - 1973)

In collaboration with Ben G. Kayfetz

The crisis of the 1930’s called forth new, and
sometimes unexpected, leaders from the Jewish com-
munity, just then crystallizing into the nation-wide
Canadian Jewish Congress.

Probably the most surprising of the loyalists of
this Congress was Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath.

Surprising because by birth, by education, by
ideological commitment, by position and by associa-
tion he should have been the last to endorse the
Congress, particularly in its pioneer months. Had he
not come the few miles from his native United
States with his Texas-born, Oklahoma-reared wife,
he would have become one of the classic, “prophe-
cy”-oriented reform rabbis of the American Coun-
cil for Judaism, a non-Zionist conservative sup-
porter of the American Jewish Committee. He might
still have attained leadership in the Union of Ameri-
can Hebrew Congregations and have made his mark
on American Jewish history. But it would not have
been as distinctive and as creative as his biography,
in fact, records it largely because of its decisive
Canadian chapter,

His wife’s background, as he tells it, is psycholo-
gically not distant from his own,

“She was reared in a tiny Oklahoma hamlet to
which her grandparents had migrated when it was
still Indian territory. That crossroads village was
Judenrein except for her family, the Browns. Her
father had, almost singlehandedly, staved off the
threatened advent of the Ku Klux Klan to the new
state of Oklahoma. He was also one of the founders
of the Ittle reform congregation at nearby Mus-
kogee, which could afford the services of a rabbinic
student only during the Holy Days. Though clinging
tast to their identity as Jews, there was little in that
congregation’s rabbi-less milieu to cause the spell
of Zion to captivate them. Our backgrounds had
been thus similarly untouched by the thrust of Zion-
ism.” (Can Faith Survive? The thoughts and after-

VOLUM\XX, No. 4
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.
A Dream Come True \

By Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath

NOVEMBER 5th, 1937

No. at the present moment the dream we have in mim! .is not
that thrilling speetacle of our new Holy Blossom Temple rising so
majestically from the ground. although that is in truth a glorious
dream com.ing truc: n dream the fulfillment of which has engaged
the profound interest and admiration of the entire (‘()ll\nlllrlit)" as was
affirmed through the words of His Honour the Licutenant Governor
of Ontario and the Reverend Dr. Stanley Russell as well as })_v the
presence of so many hundreds of Jewish and non-Jewish Friends
who stood reverently and appreciatively by as its sacred corner-stone
was lnid. But the particular dream to which at this moment we would
refer is that cqually important and vital consummation of so many fo'ud
hopex and zealous efforts which we now behold in the actual ereation
of the United Jewish Welfare Fund in our ranks,

‘ H v -Jaaiies =3 | 1 ) ~
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thoughts of an American Rabbi. New York, Mec-
Graw-Hill, 1964. Pp. 54-55.)

He knew only the classical Reform of the middle
west : choirs of non-Jewish choristers; no cantor or
traditional liturgical Nusach; with music “a sac-
charine copy, if not a downright plagiarism, of the
Christian composers of church liturgy”, and, it goes
without saying, worship with bare heads only.

As we look at this picture in 1976 we are sur-
prised that he could have reached the end of his
seminary years without exposure or even academic
familiarity with any other brand of Judaism but his
own midwest variety, even after several years in the
reform rabbinate. His impression of reform Juda-
ism, he later wrote, was “a monolith, as inflexible
and fixed forever as any orthodoxy.”

What did he find in Toronto? As he later re-
called, “I was suddenly plunged into a vibrant com-
munity of some forty thousand Jews of whom a
bare couple hundred families belonged to Holy
Blossom Temple.” He found that in 1929 “the
great majority of Canadian Jews were first genera-
tion immigrants from almost exclusively Yiddish-
speaking homes in eastern Europe.”

Conflict could be expected in such a situation.

One cannot imagine a rabbi more likely to create
controversy — not because he intended to be a
stormy petrel or agitator, but simply because he was
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totally unfamiliar with the community he was meet-
ing. For the first time he saw immigrant Jews fresh
from the Shtetel, steeped in the European way of
life, either rigidly orthodox or boldly secular-radical
or strongl_v nationalist-Zionist.

True, there had been two reform rabbis in Toronto
in the past eight years, both Cincinnati alumni. But
Barnett Brickner was a product of New York and
an enthusiastic Zionist; the other, Ferdinand Isser-
man, aside from a public statement on corporal
punishment, did not make any particular impact on
the community.

The story of Rabbi Eisendrath in Canada begins
inauspiciously. The 25-year-old rabbi came to Holy
Blossom in a train of controversy. In the critical
days of 1929, with anti-Jewish riots in Jerusalem
and n Hebron, he made his Canadian début as a
“pacifist”, with an article which recommended plans
for Palestine in directions diametrical to a Jewish
state.

Within a few weeks of his arrival in Toronto he
was denounced as a Meshumad and as a Mamzer
in the Yiddish press. He had aroused the ire of a
leader of the Hadassah who invested heavily in a
new weekly she established to reflect the Zionist
position — all to spite him and the Canadian Jew:ish
Review. That year he caused a surprise in his con-
gregation by appearing in the pulpit on Rosh
Hashanah, his head boldly uncovered.

Even his liberalism was of the tradition that was
comfortable with the Arab-aligning and Yevsektzia-
supporting Communists. He could not have begun

M-__

from a starting point further from the M. Gold-
sticks, the S. M. Shapiros, the 1. Weinrots and the
[srael Freimans who were soon to be advancing
the Congress project.

Yet this did not fit badly into the world of his
Temple officers who, in their own way, were clearly
aware of ideology and of social problems Profes-
sional and personal conditions might well have hard-
ened the classic-reform stance of the young rabbi.

Today, when Canadianized Judaism is common-
place, it is difficult to recall the role of Reform
Judaism, and more particularly that of the reform
rabbi, in a Jewish community which was predomi-
nantly immigrant in nature.

Rabbis as we knew them were all East-European
born and trained, products of the Yeshivah, learned
men who could frame responsa and were secure
afloat in the sea of Torah, navigating their way with
skill and ease.

3ut communicating with the outside world was
beyond their scope. This was the accepted function
of the reform rabbi in a community such as Toron-
to. The Sunday morning sermon still flourished in
the 1930’s, and the synagogue on Bond Street was
thronged — not with worshippers (for their day
was Saturday when normal services were held) —
but with the many who were not Jews and who came
to enjoy an eloquent sermon couched in the finest
phrases and capable of ringing denunciation or be-
neficent praise.

My high school teacher of English, a Canadian of
Scottish Presbyterian hue, encouraged me to attend

————w
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Jewish Platform
0f Good Wil

Rabbi Eisendrath’s sermons ; she was surprised that
I was not in the temple regularly. My own tradition-
al proclivities would have kept me away from its
too-liberal portals.

I even recall the contents of the sermon. It
must have been 1931 or 1932, and the rabbi derided
the too facile optimism of the Mail and Empire
which had a “Sunshine Edition” purporting to light
up shadows and dark corners of the current depres-
sion.

There was also the rabbi’s regular radio talk on
CFRB every Sunday evening. Only the other day I
met an elderly New found]ander who recalled that
listening to the Toronto rabbi was a regular feature
of her family life two score years ago.

In those early 1930’s young men who had come
from Poland or Russia not long before and were
desirous of improving their English developed their
sense of style, their grammar and their English

XVII

idiom by assiduously studying the pulpit delivery of
the Holy Blossom rabbis — first of Brickner and
Isserman and now Eisendrath.

Throughout his life Rabbi Eisendrath resented
the intellectual ghetto which would limit his con-
cerns to Jewish issues, the tradition which would
confine his rabbinic functions to the advancement of
Jewish theological or national concerns and which
would divide the universal interests which every
educated Jew has into two: those which are shared
by mankind and those he shares only with those of
the Jewish communion.

His sermons and activities in Canada reflected
this. In later years, when so much of mankind has
rejected us and has attacked us — not least the
coloured world — the rabbi refused to have his mind
and his interests moulded by our enemies and to
retract his own universal involvements.

He had always felt stronglx about the relations
between “Pulplt and Politics,” (the title of his ser-
mon of Jan. 13, 1935, prmted in The Never Failing
Stream. Toronto, Macmillan, 1939. Pp. 130-45).

“If Jewish tradition teaches us anything at all,
it teaches us that religion must dominate the whole
of life; that politics and economics must be subject
to its supreme and absolute command.

“Is it not strange that scarcely anyone arises to
fulminate against the political proclivities of the
pulpit when it acts as bulwark for the status quo
and as a strong defence against all change? Who
objects as long as ministers tell their respective
congregants to be content with their lot in this best
of all possible worlds?

“Is the preacher possessed of superior knowledge
when he prays for the government and calls down
upon its laws and edicts the sanction of the divine,
but ignorant when he suggests that there is some-
thing rotten in his social order?

“It 1s only because the few may indeed suffer
because of the pulpit’s espousal of the multitude’s
historic rights — that sophisticates arise to repu-
diate ‘the theorizing of the pulpit.’ ”

Not all his friends in Canada — and later back in
the U.S. approved and accompanied him on this
journey of the ‘50’s, ‘60’s and 70’s.

His circle was ever wide. The flow of his ser-
mons, heard in person or read in his series Holy
Blossom Pulpit which ran beyond the decade of the
1930’s, and in other pamphlets established him as an
admired orator in Ontario. His collection The
Never Failing Stream, issued after a decade in the
Toronto pulpit, was well received.

The centrality of this Canadian experience is re-
flected very intimately in his biography — as it is in
that of Dr. Chaim Zhitlowvsky who passed aw ay in
Canada, and in that of Reuben Brainin. Like the
latter, the rabbi found his eternal rest in Canada, in
the Toronto community where he had initially found
so much trouble but which had shaped him so.

Those fourteen years, from 1929 to 1943, were
important in the dev elopment of his personahtv and
of his leadership, of his understanding of Jewish
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life and in the broadening of his perception of Jew-
ish values.

He told the story himself when he was 62, in his
Can Faith Survive?

The book follows an intriguing pattern. He takes
a number of areas on which he held strong views at
the beginning of his rabbinic and communal career:
pacifism, Zionism, ritual in Judaism (‘“rites and
wrongs of ritual,” he calls them), interfaith rela-
tions, Jesus of Nazareth, capital punishment, reli-
gious teaching in public schools; he traces the
changes that came about in what were once firmly
held positions. He constantly comes back to the
Toronto experience.

For Toronto to him was a harrowing, devastating
yet also a productive and real experience out
of which emerged a different Eisendrath. The
Eisendrath who was asked to head the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations in the crucial war-
time year of 1943 was a different Eisendrath than
the one who came to Toronto in 1929 to serve a con-
gregation that for about 45 years had been trying
to make up its mind where it stood in the spectrum
of Liberal Judaism.

What emerges insistently from a review of these
essential years of his life is an openness that stamped
him with the mark of honesty and enabled him to
give new and creative directions to his career in
Jewish leadership, most decisively in Canada.

He boldly recalls the major external forces that
redirected the powerful shaping elements of his life.

Surprisingly the major impulse came from Labor
Palestine. IFor one, this segment of Toronto Zionism
broke ranks and did not join in the war against the
young rabbi. Somehow they were perspicacious en-
ough to see a potential friend where the General
Zionists saw an inveterate enemy,

He recalled it in Can Faith Survive? “During the
years since my stormy arrival in Toronto 1 estab-
lished cordial relationships with them. These humble
toilers contributed toward the rearing of what they
conceived to be not another nation like all the rest,
but a commonwealth of equity and righteousness.
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS
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Retreat Or Advance? ’
A Sermon |

1

Columbus, Ohio, May 29, 1937 I

CAN
FAITH
SURVIVE?

by Maurice N. Eisendrath

THE THOUGHTS
AND AFTERTHOUGHTS
OF AN
AMERICAN RABBI

McGraw-Hill Book Company New York:Toronto: London

This appealed to my own interpretation of Judaism,
and I began to share their dream of the possibility
of such a grand experiment of social justice in

Zion.” (P. 56).

Even more decisive was his Palestine visit —
which also began inauspiciously with an attack upon
him by Rabbi Stephen S. Wise — where he came in
touch with the men and women of the Mapai and
the Histadruth.

“In consequence of the letters of introduction
from the local Poale Zion, I spent most of my time
in Palestine in the company of those pioneers of the
Histadruth (corresponding to our labor movements
but by no means as limited) who are today the in-
domitable leaders of the State of Israel. Ben Gurion,
Moshe Sharett and Shazar were among the group

which had guided the new-born state through its
first existence.

“There were two to whom I am profoundly in-
debted for whatever conversion they effected in my
attitude toward the rebuilding of Zion. One is Golda
Meier who postponed her many pressing responsi-
bilities to be our guide for our tour of the Kib-
butzim. The other was the head of one of the ear-
liest of these communal settlements, Sereni, who
later, as a parachutist, gave up his life rescuing Jews
from behind the black curtain of Naziland. Through

them we came to know the spirit of the founders of
modern Israel,

“I learned there was quite a difference between
standing in a pulpit decrying the evils of national-




ism and the visceral commitment to one’s own land :
between writing an abstract editorial adv ocatm(r
non-retaliation, peaceful coexistence with the \r1b>
regardless of provocation, and standing on a hillside
overlooking the blood-spattered ruins of what had
once been a thriving Jewish settlement.

“At Beer Tuvia, for example, at the very time I
had been writing that editorial, the Arabs had sav-
agely assaulted and destroved the entire colony. One
of the heartrending sights I saw was the charred re-
mains of Beer Tuna. the ruined water tower, the
crumbling stones of the children’s home in which
helpless infants were scorched to the crisp.

“The spark of conversion fanned brighter as my
eyes passed from the ravaged Beer Tuvia to what
these same Chalutzim w rought in the few years
since the massacres of 1929. With the valor which
enabled Jews to survive depradations through the
centuries, the colonists of Beer Tuvia returned to
the scene of the destruction, buried their fallen com-
rades, and rebuilt their homes only a stone’s throw
from the martyred graves.

“It was at another kibbutz, Givat Brenner, that
the spark burst into consuming flame., Youthful
Jews were building in the here and now such a co-
operative society as was envisaged by the Hebrew
prophets. They were translating into life the mean-
ing of Avodah, which connotes work as well as wor-
ship. They were practicing our preachment of social
righteousness, so often kept in the deep-freeze of the
synagogue, unctuously intoned in hymns and mech-

RABBI ATTACKS
RACE CRUELTY

to eradicite”

-

the

savagery of racial ppejudice gnd re-

Dealermination

ligious higotry <hou!d bhe the aim of
Rabby Maurice N INisen-
foid a ][--.}'
som Tenple on the
ever of the Jewish New Year., Rabbl
Eisendiath, en _|ruve, of ab:rnwe forr
the duration aof the war as Director

i a” pl‘“jﬁ!l’_

diath, lat night Bloge

vongs r')_:.'!l;\lll,

of the Union of American Iebrew
Congregations, retuined fto  lloly
Biossom ‘Femple 1o officiate in the

New Year's cerenionies,

“There are reasons to be cynical
about the fruitage of even so har-
rowing an eéexperien » as we have
known during the<e last few years,™
he said. *“Not vet have men learned
the lesson that when even the leasg
of the peoples of the earth are dea
spived  and persecuted, nioral rote
tenness< and corruption hive entered
Into the core and soul of societyg
and humanity itself must perish.” .

Rabbi Eisendrath warned that,
unless man is prepared to banish all

intolerance, “a brave new world”
will not materialize. The Soviet:
Union, he declared, is tha a=t-
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anically read in rituals, only to be speedd\ forgotten
and blasphemously betm\ ed in life.”

[n his sermon of Jan. 19, 1936 on “Rebuilding the
Promised Land” (in The Never Failing Stream, Pp.
244-64) he shared his experiences in Palestine with
his congregation.

The other shaping force in his life was, of course,
the date. The '30’s were a time of trial of soul and
of mind for every Canadian and for every Jew
everywhere. In his own words, written a month
before the war,

“This decade just passed, this most eventful and
tumultuous decade was ushered in by the crashing,
crushing economic debacle of 1929, witnessed the
attendant collapse of all individual seumty and of
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all international confidence, the shattering of the
League of Nations and the collective system, beheld
the rise of Hitlerism and all the terror and tragedy
which that grim spectre has spelled for the whole of
mankind. The world descends into the valley of the
shadow of wholesale and universal death; amid im-
pending blackout we enter into the parched arid
wilderness ahead.”

He recalled, “As a member of a seminar in the
summer of 1933 I heard from the lips of an official
representative of one of the greatest nations of the
earth the most terrifying edict of doom passed upon
an entire people since Torquemada induced Ferdi-
nand to expel the Jews from Spain.

“Von Leers was the speaker, and he was second
only to Streicher in command of the vicious cam-
paign against the German Jew which the Nazis had
instituted. Arrogantly he told the group of British
and American educators and ministers and states-
men, that it was the aim of the National Socialist
government in Germany to achieve as speedily as
1)0%%1})16 ‘the humane extirpation of the Jews’ from
the soil of the Reich.
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“CANADIANS ALL -
IMMIGRANTS ALL”

by

RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH

“In the several years that have intervened, the
Nazis have driven steadily and determinedly ahead
toward this goal of their national policy, and have
made life utterly intolerable for their Jewish popu-
lation.” Already German towns have achieved this
purpose. Riotous celebrations have been held at
many a Nazi village when, with cheers of derision
and contumely, their last Jew has been sent, home-
less and helpless, upon his way.

D

yut the process of liquidation has taken too long
to glut the appetites of the more radical of the
Nazis. ‘Away with such weak and decadent phrases
as the humane extirpation of the Jews. Let murder
and madness and massacre be unconfined !

“Hence the horrors of recent days, horrors which
have been unknown since the crusaders, horrors
which even the Cossacks of the czar did not ap-
proximate. EEven the most brutal of the Romanoffs
had the decency at least officially to deny that they
had any part in those shocking events.

“It is the Nazis’ proudest boast that people and
government are in perfect accord; that the masses
and the men at the helm of the state are at one in
believing that the plundering of innocent men, the
desecration of synagogues, the starvation of whole
communities of Jews, the marching off to concen-
tration camps — that all this barbarism and sava-
gery are justified as the means to the elimination of
the last Jew from the German realm.” (Sermon,
Nov. 20, 1938; The Never Failing Stream, Pp.
306-9).

That, of course, is history. When refined by re-
course to biography the events were not that self-
evident. Not everyone perceives great events of
mankind’s history at the time or is willingly and
wittingly moulded by them. Not everyone changes
that much that easily.

Rabbi Eisendrath’s flexibility and openness en-
abled him boldly to reevaluate his loyalties, his
friendships and his policies. He was among the first
to recognize that the Canadian needs of the 1930’s
included a nationwide, democratic representative
institution such as was being proposed by the Con-
gress advocates — the very Congress that had been
fought for and convened in 1919; whose spirit, and
idea had been kept alive by the likes of H. M. Cai-
serman and S. M. Shapiro, and that was now being
mooted by S. Belkin and Michael Garber and A. B.
Bennett and Moishe Dickstein and Benjamin Robin-

son and L. Zuker and Philip Stuchen ; the Congress
that Samuel Bronfman and Saul Hayes and Ben
Sadowski were in time to vitalize into an effective
national body.

Despite the fact that the reform element was
hopelessly outnumbered in the community of that
day — it consisted of three congregations all told in
Canada — despite the fact that non-Zionists were in
danger of being swamped by the overwhelming
Zionist sentiment of Canadian Jewry, Jewish unity
was so vital to him that, taking care to ensure re-
spect for conscientious dissent, he took the Reform
community with him into the Canadian Jewish Con-
gress where it has remained ever since.

The National Archives of the Congress have pre-
served the record of a crucial meeting at his office
where the complexities of prior efforts at such or-
ganization were trenchantly resolved. It is one of
the beginnings of the Congress in Ontario.

He vividly records those events, his participation
in recognizing the Congress first convened in 1919.
“It has been a difficult, fascinating and immensely
instructive experience — one which anticipated
some of the very issues which I was to face years
later in the leadership of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations,

“Reform leadership was largely non-Zionist. In
view of the passionate Zionist sentiments of the
majority of Canadian Jewry there was real concern
among the Reform delegates that we would be
‘majorized’ — that is, that our conscientious dissent
on the Zionist (or any other) issue would be brushed
aside by the majority.,

“Although T could not deny the reality of this
danger, T felt that the pressing need for Jewish
unity in those tragic days outweighed the risks.”

It was not always easy. He cites one moment of
difference.

“The opening session of the Congress seemed to
confirm the fears of my laymen. A resolution was
presented putting the Canadian Jewish Congress on
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"se Antisemitism
' As Our Scapegoat
For Shortcomings

By RABBI

M. N. EISENDRATH

"oly Blossom Temple

It is a paradox that the Jewish _oftimes
Jpeople who first sanctified the cere-
Mory aof the scapegoat has become

embarrassed for us.
Let us cease this hypersensitivity -
Lo the wounds of our friends, whether
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record in favor of the ‘establishment of the Jewish
commonwealth in Palestine.’

“My delegates and 1 rejected the im-
plication that we were in exile. I proposed a sim-
ple-sounding amendment : substitution of ‘a home-
land’ for ‘the homeland’. Pandemonium broke loose.
I was booed and hissed. My amendment was scorn-
fully brushed aside. Sadly our delegation left the
hall in protest.

“The unpleasant incident, which threatened to dis-
rupt the Congress p1o\ed a blessing in disguise.
Its leaders, re'1117mg that a Canmhan Lonf’ ress
without even a small minority could not presume to
speak for a united Jewish community, called upon
us to work out a procedure which would respect any
dissenting view without at the same time stifling the
will of the majority.

“Thus 1t was agreed that any policy statement in
the name of the Congress had to have the assent of
all the constituent groups. From that day to this
the Canadian Jewish Congress has legitimately re-
presented every element of the Jewish community.
Its accomplishments for Canadian Jewry and for
Canada itself have been substantial.”

The rabbi served the many needs of the Congress
and did not confine himself to the convenient, the
dignified or the hortatory. He travelled across the
wide dominion to campaign for funds and to mobi-
lize friends for Congress among Jews and Chris-
tians.

He placed his many wide friendships at the ser-
vice of the Congress — and the community needed
them. It was on his initiative that a serious seminar
on Jewish-Christian problems was convened in To-
ronto. The Address on Jewish-Gentile Relationships
delivered on Apr. 24 before this seminar by the
Hon. Herbert A. Bruce, Lieutenant-Governor of
Ontario (reprinted in his Qur Heritage and Other
Addresses. Toronto, Macmillan, 1934.. Pp. 219-25)
is one of the landmarks of positive public relations
during the painful decade.

The Committee on Jewish Gentile Relationships
established there continued as an active body until
the 1940’s and has to its credit, among other efforts
and successess, the dissemination of many pamph-
lets it issued, including several editions of Facts and
Fables about the Jews, studies by James William
Parkes on The Foundations of Antisematism, on
The Jew as Usurer and on Judaism and Christianity,
and works by Hugo Valentin. In a decade when
moral silence was torn only by the screams of Ger-

14 [Sermon Profitable to
Christian As Well As To Jew

By THE OBSERVER

vitality” and that helpful and beau-
4iful symbols and settings cannot be
mantufactured;
Ile asks: “Ilas Reform Judaism then
no daring challenges 1o ils devotecs?
Must we leave to the Fascists and
the Communisis and the Zionists the
only opportlunilies for heroic service

HAVE just read with deep interest

a remarkable sermon by Rabbl
Eisendrath of the Holy Blossom
synagogue, Toronto, and feel atrong-
ly moved to comment upon it, But

before doing so I should like to ex-
press my heari-felt sympathy, and
the saympathy I am sure of innumer-
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thory must be born. |

l

|

man concentration camps, when not all Christian
churches faced their Jewish founder of Ecclesia,
these publications were an occasion of delayed hope.

Time created an intimacy among the Congress
workers which is one of the treasures of commun-
ity life. The rabbi tended to such friendships.

The Edmund Scheuer Collection in the National
Archives of the Congress records a warm relation-
ship which is a document in humanity. Rabbi Eisen-
drath’s correspondence with General Secretary H.
M. Caiserman is of the same character, even though
it deals much more with administrative and policy
matters. The exchanges between the German-origin
reform rabbi and the Rumanian Poale Zionist over
the years is eloquent of persons and of the time.

Even their frank controversy over the communist-
led leagues against fascism, which the rabbi en-
dorsed, did not weaken their mutual loyalty and
respect.

Some of his opponents thought the rabbi was
naive, Others accused him of seeking popularity in
circles beyond the community. But he was to prove
the consistency of his social philosophy years later
when neither criticism could apply.

In an article in the American Jewish Historical
Quarterly, which his sudden demise turned into his
ethical testament, (“The Union of American He-
brew Lonvreoatlom Centennial Reflections,” vol.
63, no. 2, Dec. 1973, Pp. 138-59) he recalled the
American time when “Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
dramatized the oppression of blacks with his effec-
tive boycott of public transportation in Montgomery.
His speeches evoked the noblest instincts in blacks
and whites; his non-violent preachment and action
and his stress on love of fellow man aroused the
fervor of young and old of all faiths to the acute
life-needs of a significant segment of America. Jail
was the ‘in’ place for persons of conscience. Free-
dom riders converged on the South. Some were
killed in that short-lived blaze illustrating man’s
potential humanity.

“Now it 1s seemingly over. A substantial per-
centage of Jews eschew the cause to which so
many of them gave so much. Wounded by antisemi-
tic public statements of lunatic-fringe blacks;
bruised by the indifference of non-Jews to the 1967
war ; hurt by blacks who turned sour on inter-racial
almt) and cooperation a considerable number of
Jews have withdrawn from such outstretch of hand
and heart.”

Against opposition very close home he “swam up
current.” He continued to fight for Jewish-negro
collaboration in extending freedom and equality,
even when he fought alone,

In 1943 the Toronto rabbi left Canada to become
president of the Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations. During his thirty-year tenure as presi-
dent of the reform group, which ended with his life
in 1973, he urged the renunciation of its anti-Zion-
ist pOllL\ and qmueeded as he put it, in helping that
group turn its back “on the nay-saying of anti-Zion-
ism.” As he put it, “If there could be at least one
country in a hate-soaked world whose doors would
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Rabbi Eisendrath To Head
International Hebrew Body

e —

Accepts Important Post
as Leave of Absence
Granted For War Term
by Congregation

Rabbl Maurice N, Eisendrath, who
came to Holy Blossom Synagogue,
now Holy Blossom Temple, in Sep-
tember, 1929, from Charleston, West
Virginia, is being granted leave of
absence by his congregation. He has
accepted an invifulTon to take the
position pf director of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations,
described as the largest and most in-
fluential Jewish religious body in
the world. His headquarters will be
in New York and Cincinnati,

Rabbl Eisendrath will nol leave
Toronto until a successor has been
named and he has stipulated that he
be free at any time to return to To-
ronto for any special occasions,

Desire of the American Hebrew

Congregations to have Rabbi Eisen-
drath as their director is congidered

RABBI EISENDEATH

always be open to Jewish survivors of persecution !
In this sense I became a Zionist.”

His Canadian experience with Congress was more
than another incident in Rabbi Eisendrath’s prime
years of a full life. It was a communal concept
learned in social circumstances not always receptive
to the lesson.

Unlike other American Jews, when returning to
the U.S., he did not say, ““America is different,” but
recommended that American Jewry do its utmost to
achieve the unity that he had become familiar with
in Canada. He insisted that “neither the Canadian
Jewish Congress, the Board of Deputies of British
Jews nor the many other viable bodies of united
Jewries infringe upon voluntary character of Jew-
ish life, its democratic temper or the rights of indi-
vidual conscience.”

When he returned to the U.S. he observed that
“the influx of eastern Europeans during the years
had been ‘religiously’ ignored by our congregations
which were unable to accept into their Jewish fellow-
ship these supposedly ‘inferior’ co-religionists. Se-
parating itself from the larger community of Jewish
life, Reform had degenerated into a kind of ‘white
Jews’ club.

“I would help coalesce Reforms Jews into a
strongly motivated and united, mobilized community
that could and would cooperate actively, rather than
merge, with all segments of American and world
Jewry, civic and religious.

“There was ample precedent for my optimism.
The Canadian Jewish Congress was and is an ef-
fective example of such a coalition. T could not be-
lieve that American reform Jews were such mave-
ricks as to be unwilling to go and do likewise.

“The year was 1943. Jews of Europe were being
systematically eradicated. It was a moment to help
bring to fruition a united congery of Jewish organ-
1izations.” (““The Union . .. ”, P. 143)

He recalled that in the nineteenth century the
constitution of the Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations had included an enabling clause that “in
addition to its religious and educational activities,
one of its major purposes was ‘to provide, sustain
and manage such other institutions which the com-
mon welfare and programs of Judaism shall re-
quire.” This was a Kol Bo, an omnibus resolution
authorizing the manifold moral mandates incum-
bent upon any Jewish religious body worthy of its
existence. Thus, long before any of our presently
active civic bodies were established, long before
the National Conference on Soviet Jewry or even
the Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish Or-
ganizations, the Union engaged in defending Jewish
civil rights as well as in winning and protecting
rights of other minorities.

“The Union had appointed committees to receive
and assist immigrants, collected funds to settle Jews
on farms and to establish Jewish colonies. The de-
fence of civil rights in the U.S. included combating
sectarianism in public schools and opposing disqua-
lifying clauses in state and federal constitutions.”

In the rabbi’s time the American Jewish ‘Con-
ference was being organized. “There arose the eter-
nal question: would the smaller organizations like
ours be majorized; would minority opinion be re-
spected ; would collective action endanger the sacred
autonomy of any institution, and would such a co-
operative venture threaten the ‘sacred’ and historic
position of reform stance against Zionism ?

“I addressed myself to the controversy welling up
in Reform. I sought to bear the experience I had
gained in the founding of the Canadian Jewish Con-
gress. | strongly urged the Union not to reject that
most promising step toward American Jewish unity.

“At that time Dr. Julian Morgenstern, president
of Hebrew Union College invited me to deliver the
Founders’ Day address. I was flattered — and
abashed. My dilemma was whether to begin my term
as director of the Union with a soothing message of
pleasantries; or whether to take a stand on the con-
troversy,

“I walked to the pulpit that March day, opened my
mouth and put my foot in it. Unequivocally T called
upon the Union leadership to come out of its self-
inflicted quarantine, to join with other organiza-
tions in behalf of Klal Israel, to swim in the main-
stream of Jewish life in America. Several members
of the Union’s Board of Directors promptly re-
signed. An auspicious beginning!

“Eventually we hammered out a position of neu-
trality for the Union — which was also condemned
by some of our members on both sides of the con-
troversy. The purpose was to avoid an irreparable
schism within Reform -— a recurrent fear whenever

persons of deep conviction find themselves opposing
each other.”

A moment in Jewish history on the continent.

The broader vision of a united community, so
deeply rooted in Rabbi Eisendrath’s Canadian exper-
lence, came to influence American Jewry as the
southern republic reclaimed its native for thirty
vears of Jewish leadership at home.










L Report in Daily Hebrew Journal, Toronto, Jan. 1l: "Hamilton
and London elect Delegates to the Canadian Congress"”.

2 Attested report, Jan. 1, on elections in Vancouver.

e Letter from H. E. Wilder, Winnipeg, Jan. 5, to S. Belkin
regarding elections in the West. "There never was such a demon-
stration of intelligent understanding of, and earnest devotion
to a national cause as revealed by the number of voters and the
characters of the delegates elected. In Winnipeg no less than
3,800 people came to cast their ballot, travelling long distances,
coming from all parts of the city, despite the 25 below zero
weather and an icy, piercing wind that blew through the day.
Streams of people of all ages, classes and descriptions waited
in line for trams to get to the ballot and pay their dimes; with
how much genuine attention and care the complicated ballots con-
taining 66 names were scanned in order to pick out the most de-
sirable delegates; the rigid discipline that prevailed through-
out and the orderliness; the most meticulous care had been taken
to ensure secrecy, facility and speed; these 3,800 people were
handled in less than 10 hours in one place, without conflict,
without intervention of any kind, despite real campaigning and
electioneering, both partisan and personal, often bitter, for
weeks; passions had been roused to the extent of having oc-
casioned at least at one meeting a near riot with real blows,
black eyes and spilling of blood. The newspapers carried appeals
for a particular ‘ticket' or person; tens of thousands of pieces
of 'literature' had been distributed, testimony to the genuine
feeling, -the display of national consciocusness, national pride
and national solidarity. I am not naturally an enthusiast, but
if this report appears rather glowing, it understates rather
than overdraws the picture. I am sorry that television is not
yet available, otherwise the sights would have proven thrilling
and heartening to millions of Jews.  Too bad you in Montreal and
our friends in Toronto were deprived of the joy."

4. Letter from Belkin, Jan. 12, to Wilder: a large number of
our Congress committee envy the Jewish community of Winnipeg.




5. Report in Daily Hebrew Journal, Jan. 3: "Montreal, Winnipeg
and Western communities elect Delegates to Canadian Jewish Con-
gress; representdtlves of 81 organizations elect Delegates at
Conference in Montreal; general elections in Winnipeg draw four
thousand electors”.

6. Press report, Yiddish . electors' conference at Talmud
Torah Hall, Phil Mayerovitch opening, S. Belkin presiding,

"Montreal Jewish organizations elect 62 Delegates to Canadian |
Jewish Congress”. |

T H. M. Caiserman, Yiddish letter, Jan. 3, to E. Chaikes,
Toronto: '"Canadian Jewish plutocrats were not crazy about . the
idea of a Congress. We brought them in after great efforts be-.
cause we knew, .after our.experience in the school question, that
two organizations in-the place of one means no organization. Be-
cause we knew this: we:had.to surrender the principle of elections.
Even so we - spit blood befcre the Canadian Jewish Committee dis-
banded and they equivocally accepted an all-Canadian union.

"You understand that we will fight to place on the agenda the
question of discrimination against Jewish workers, the economic.
rehabilitation of the Canadian community as well as the fight.
against anti-Semitism and for relief. How will all this look
without co-operating labour participation? We utilized all this
within the realms of the possible as the election results have
shown. ‘This is realistic politics. That is the only . policy to
be.followed if ‘we want a permanent Congress. At present the
plutocrats are the only ones who can provide the moneys without
which a Congress is unthinkable, not to speak of other emergencies
in which all-levels of the entire community must co-operate, at
least: for a-time. Our Poale Zion has understood this.clearly,
which is why they are the basis of Congress:and of: the World Con-
gress. " , -

8. Letter to editor, Daliy neprewAuournal Jan.. 3, from S:
Willensky, criticizing Poale zion for opposing Jewish candldates
for civic office; these courageous candidates had proven reliable
representatives  who defend Jewish interests.

9. File of correspondence from Mr.  Goldstick of Toronto, Jan. 5
- June 26 to Calserman and Belkin: :

Letter from Mr. CGoldstick Jan. 5 tc Caiserman: "An invitation
should be forwarded to B. Viadeck because he is a worthy gentle-
man and a leader of a world Jewish organization, and because by his

presence here he will Pomplefe ly disarm that section of the labour
group which still takes its cue from the Bundist element of leader-
ship. Unfortunately the Toronth Jewish labour group belongs to
that section, and has thus far avoided the Congress”movemeht°

"Have you considered inviting Rabbi Stephen Wise, virtually the
father of the American Jewish Congress? If so, would suggest that
you had better not consult the Torontc office. Our Yahudim are not
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enamoured of him. As a labour Zionist I am his opponent, but I
think his presence would start the Congress in the proper direction.
Our Yahudim have come into this movement largely to direct the Con-
gress into the American Jewish Committee and the B'nai B'rith
channel.

"I would suggest also that our own Chaim Greenberg be invited."”

- Jan. 13, from Goldstick to Caiserman, again about Vladeck invi-
tation.

- Jan. 17, asking that Vliadeck invitation be formally considered
by executive committee.

- Jan. 18, Caiserman letter to Goldstick, invitation issued to ORT.

- March 20: "It is very unfortunate that the scars of the Congress
fights have not yet disappeared, due to the tactlessness of a few
persons. Has any effort been made to merge the German Jewish and
Keren Hayesad fund-raising efforts?"

-~ March 24, Goldstick letter acknowledging minutes of executive
committee meetings.

10. Article by Omer Héroux, "M. Joseph Cohen et La Société St-Jean
Baptiste”, in Devoir, Jan. 5.

11. "Les &tudiants juifs & 1'Université& de Montréal; Total de 76
contre 82 l'an dernier; En droit et en pharmacie"” in Devoir
Jan. 8.

12. Report on "The Election of Delegates to the Canadian Jewish
Congress" by S. Belkin, full page in Eagle of Jan. 8.

13. Letter from H. E. Wilder, Winnipeg, to Caiserman, Jan. 3,
protesting against invitation extended to Marcus Hdyman to address
plenary session on situation of world Jewry without informing
Western committee or consulting. Hyman not qualified, not popular,
elected as delegate only by accident, not interested in Congress,
even hostile to it.

- Also telegram to same effect, demanding cancellation.

14. Letter from Trades and Labour Council of London, Ont., Jan. 8,
to Congress nominating Max Lerner as their representative to Con-

gress.

15. Also letter to the same effect from London, Ont. Pensioners'
Protective Association.

16. Letter from Caiserman, Jan. l1ll. to American Jewish Committee
inviting them to send fraternal delegates to Congress.




17. List of Papers agreed upon for Toronto sessions: Hyman on
survey of situation of world Jewry; Bennett on economic problems

of Canadian Jewry; Anti-Semitism in Quebec by N. Gordon; Anti- 91
Semitism in the West, German Jewish relief by Rabbi Eisendrath, Do

and cultural problems by Dr. I. Schapira.

18. Letter, Jan. 12, d. E. Wilder of executive of Western divisiomi

of Congress, to Cailserman insisting that appointment of Marcus
Hyman to present a paper at Toronto session be cancelled; other-
wise will withdraw from Congress. Also recommending that presen-
tation on position of world Jewry be macde by Dr. C. Zhitlowsky,
Chaim Greenberg or Jonaih ¥ise:; OWLY by man who made a lifetime

study of subjectb that Rosenberg supplement Bennett address on
Canadian Jewry:; that Rosenberg Supymeth Gordon on ant1~aegltlsm,

that Rabbi JLq(nufdth speak on German Jewish relief; that cultural
problems, being J_ohl« controversial; instead, prominent place be
given to boycott, Palestine and permanence of Congress.

19. Letter from Caiserman to Wilder, Jan. 1l4:  cCouncil acted in
good faith in electing Hyman for the most important lecture of
Toronto convention; unanimously, as i.L.A.; as popular man; as
one who served 1919 Congress. Committee decision approved by
Toronto.

20. Invitation to meeting of delegates of Jan. 14.
S g

21. Letter from Dr. Nahum Goldmann of the executive committee of

the World Jewish Congress, Paris, Jan. 15, to the Canadian Congressy|

22. Announcement Jan. 17 of formation of Children's Emergency
Relief Committee organized; Mrs. 8. Jaffe, chairman.

23. Omer Héroux; "De quoi donc se plaint M. Joseph Cohen?" in
Devolr, Jan. 17,

24. Letter from Mr. Goldstick, return nj officer for Ontario,

1
Jan. 18, to S. Belkin "Sericus charges have been preferred againstl"

certain of the suc

o; 1l candidates in Group No. 1, the orthodox.
We are calling a sp

l meeting of cur local executive to arrive
iution”

Further letter, Jan. 19: "In the face of the unmistakeable con-
clusion that the ballots of this group have been stuffed, the
committee rejected the ballots and declared the persons on the

accompanying list as the authorized representatives"”.

25. Devoir of Jan. 18 headlined across the front page: "Are the

ee documents?”, with

e and the confidential:
The Alarming Situation in +he Province of Quebec” Also front

page editorial by Cmer Héroux, "These Documents: ”wo Little Ques-

tions - Do the signers consider themselves responsible for these
documents?”

Jews of Montreal rﬁsponalkle for these th
reproductions of Congress ‘Emergency Cal
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26. "Juifs et Jeune Canada" in Devoir, Jan. 20.

27. Omer Héroux, "La réponse de MM. Jacobs ec Bercovitch" in

. Devolr Jan. 22.

28. Report in Devoir Jan. 23, "L'hommage de Jeune Canada a
Jacques Cartier; Les Jeunes Canada et les Juifs®.

29. Omer Héroux, "L'autorité de ces documents juifs; ils engagent
la responsabilité du Canadla“ Jewish Congress'; une nouvelle
lettre de M. Caiserman", in Devoir, Jan. 25.

30. Anatole Vanier, "L'Antisémitisme" in Action nationale,
Vol. 3, Feb. 1934, pp. 85-87.

31. Telegram from Caiserman, Jan. 8, to A. B. Bennett, Toronto,
inviting him to deliver address at plenary session on Prospects
of Economic Readjustment of Canadian Jews

- Reply, Jan. 19, refusing because proper preparation of such
paper would take six months even if data existed. Congress
should engage a statistician to compile such materials.

32, Lists of Convention Committees.

33. Agenda of Congress sessions, Jan. 27-29 (mimeo).

34. Program of Congress sessions; printed.

35. Admission card to bangquet of Congress plenary sessiocon.

36. Menu of banguet, printed.

37. Telegrams of apoliogies from those unable to attend
H. Wolofsky (in Tel Aviv), Wm. Zimmerman of Vancouver; Joseph

Cohen (presence reqguired in Legisiature):; also letters fronm
Nathan Gordcn, Marcus Sperber (court case), Rabbi Herman
Abramowitz (indisposed), Bernard riglexr (LﬂlepOde)

38. Telegrams cf greetings from Jewish Council of Greater New
York: Hadassah of Canada; Lll";r Freiman Chapter Hadassah of
Quebec City: Canadian Young Judasa (Harry Batshaw, president) ;
Edmonton Branch of Congress; Queen’s Unilversity, Jewish Students'

Group; Zion Benevolent Organization of Toronto; Bnai Israel

|l Congregation of Toronto; Rabbi Hirsh Cohen and Rabbi H. J. Stern.

39. JTA Yiddish report on opening Toronto plenary sessions,

§ Jan. 28, 4 p.

f40° Address of
S

. M. Caiserman pbefore plenary session, two

drafts (5 p., el
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41. Address of S. W. Jacobs, 3 p.

42. Paper on "Antisemitism in Western Canada" by Louis Rosenberd
at plenary session, 14 p.

~ Also in Jewish Standard, Feb. 2, Poe 3;5.

43. Dr. Isaac Shapiro, “"The National onomic Significance of th

Jewish Educational Program®, 12 o A 0 I

- Also printed, with revisic
]

Lsions, as pamphlet by Yehoash Branch of
Jewish National Workers A liance, Montrea

Ly nlizepl
44. - Nathan Gordon, Antisemitism in Quebec, 7 p.

- Also in Jewish Standard, reb. 2, P. 4.

45. The Plight of the German Jew and Its Challenge to World Jewr:
by Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath, for the Congress session, 21 p.

46. Address by Dr. Samuel Margoshes, 5 p.
47. Address by Marcus dyman, 26 p.

48. B. M. Alexandor, "The Function of Organized Communities in
the Congress", 3 p. (mimeo).

49, Memorandum of S. M. Selchen on the resolutions 1in economics,
2p. (Yiddish).

b
o’

50. Draft resolution on a central Ways and Means Committee,
(Ms.)

>l. Memorandum from Ontario Jewish Agricultural Society to the

Congress, signed M. Saxe.

>2. Resolutions adopted - 23,

53. Resolutions not adopted, including strongly worded motion
by Rabbi Silverstein of Winnipeg Proposing Congress deal with

Jewish illiteracy and ignorance among the young.

54. Report in Toronto newspaper: "Opposing Palestine Plang
Eisendrath Quits Congress”.

55. Canadian Press report

» Jan. 30, from Toronto: Jewish Congresi
Ends at Toronto®.

56. Canadian Press renort, Toronto, Jan
of Antisemitism".

. 29: "Pears Rising Tide




57. Gazette report from Ottawa, Feb.28: "Jacobs is seeking recall
of Consul: Cartier Member to Query Government on Anti-Jewish Propa-
ganda”.

58. Drafts of Constitution.

59, Canadian Jewish Congress Constitution and Resolutions adopted
at Second General Session, Jan. 27, 28 and 29, 1934, Toronto, 12 p.

- also page proofs.
- Yiddish version, 12 p.
60. Lists of national committees of Congress, 3 p.

61. Letter from J. C. Hyman, Secretary of the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee in New York, Feb. 16, to H. W, Caiser-
man, secretary of Congress, regretting he had had no cpportunity to
speak at the plenary session:

"The reason that I accepted your cordial invitation to come to
Toronto was that I might be able to contribute something by
way of information and knowledge concerning the problem
confronting the Jews of Germany and the refugees, and that
such information might be usefully considered by the Com-
mittee which is studying the question of the aid that the
Jewry of Canada may render for the relief of our German
brethren.

"I had but recently returned from Europe; I had accompanied
the High Commissioner, going to Europes:and returning to
Amarica with him; I 'had been with him in many sessions and
I had helped in the organization of the Commission; I had
spent time in France and in Germany as well as in England;
I represented the largest and most important relief agency.

"Nevertheless, no occasion was offered for me to present
any data to the Relief Committee of the Canadian Jewish
Congress or to consider with it the various functions

served by organizations abroad or the programs adopted.

"We have read with deep interest the resolution that out
of the funds to be raised in Canada, after providing for
the necessary funds required for the work of the Canadian
Jewish Congress, the basis of distribution among the
agencies be: Joint Distribution Committee 35%, Jewish
Agency 45%, Hicem 10%, Ort 10%.




"We are grateful for this concrete manifestation of the
interest of the Jewish people of Canada in the work of
relief and reconstruction carried on by our organization
abroad, but we are quite certain that the necessities of
the program have not been adequately presented either to
the Committee on Relief or to the full session of the
Congress.

"Such full consideration and discussion would make clear
that the proposed distribution of funds is not just to
the needs of hundreds of thousands of people within Ger-
many, of the refugees in bordering lands, nor indeed to
the requirements of thousands upon thousands of families
in Eastern ' European lands whom our efforts have helped
to sustain.

"The Joint Distrihwution Committee is virtually the only
organization in the world - certainly in America ~ with
the ability to raise and disburse large sums, which has
concerned itself with the needs of Jewry in overseas
countries.

"During the year 1933, the Joint Distribution Committee
secured in suvbscriptions 71,300,000 - a sum in itself
inadequate to ths overwhelming demands for aid, but a
sum which roughly calculated was larger than that of the
aggregate of the collections made by the American Pales-
tine Campaign of the Jewich Agency, the Hadassah, the
Jewish National Fund, the Gewerkschaften, the HIAS and
the ORT" in ' America. We believe that the collections by

- other organizaticns than the Joint Distribution. Committee
in: Canada would not materially affect this statement.
The «Joint Distribution Committee has collected in actual
cash more than all other agencies dealing with the re-
quirerents of Jews abroad put together. That in itself
is a factor which it would seem to be very prudent for
the Committee on Relief to take into account in consid-
ering the actual programs conducted, the degree and ex-
tent to which the activities reach a large number of
beneficiaries.

"$850,000. has been allotted for aid to the Jews of Ger-
many -- approximately 2/3 of this sum within Germany;
approximately $300,000 in behalf of the refugees in
France, Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, the Saar and other
districts.




| "Within this latter sum were appropriations to the Hicem for

the actual transportation of emigrants. Within this sum, too,

were :mall subventions granted to the ORTI. Within the ap-

| proximately $500,000 turned over to the Jewish organizations
of Germany were sums granted to the Palestine Amt . in Berlin,
which helped numbers of Germans to proceed to Palestine.
Within the $300,000 given to refugee committees were sums
likewice granted to pav transportation and training courses
of Chalutzim going to Palestine. We, likewilse, gave grants
to the Hebrew University of Palestine; to the children’s
village and other projects in Palestine.

"During the entire year 1933, not one penny was spent by the
Jewish Agency for Palestine within Germany itself, in behalf
of the half-million Jews remaining there. No funds were dis-
bursed by the Jewish Agency by way of actual relief, food,
clothing, shelter for the refugees.

"These facts are cited only to indicate to you that given
adeguate information and a clear discussion of the require-
ments, the allotments proposed, in our opinion, would not
have been agreed to.

"We have for so many years enjoyed the collaboration of the
Jewish people of Canada, that we are of the opinion that
they would not desire a precipitate decision on so vital a
gquestion as that which affects, not merely the well-~being,
but the very existence of hundreds of thousands of the Jews
of Germany as well as of other lands. The generous support
given by the Jews of Canada during all of the years following
the War leads us to believe that they would again wish to
unite their efforts with ours in an effective fashion, com-
mensurate with the magnitude of the situation itself.”

62. Letter from Hyman, June 25, to Caisermans

"I have your letter in which you set forth the plans of the
Canadian Jewish Congress and advise me concerning the de-
cision of the Dominion Executive which, in effect , is that

| the Executive is unable to alter the percentage of the allo-
cations as set forth in Congress Resolution #14, by virtue

| of which the Joint Distribution Committee would receive 35%;
the Jewish Agency 45%, the Hicem and the Ort 10% respectively.

| However, these sums are to be made available only after pro-

| iding the necessary funds required for the work of the Con-

| gress itself,; and in accordance with Resolution #15, there

is also to be deducted, in advance, a sum which in the opinion

of the Dominion Executive is sufficient to enable the Jewish

Immigrant Aid Society of Canada, to look after the German

Jewish refugees who may be admitted into Canada.

S
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"You advise me that the sum to be allocated to the Jewish Agency
will be earmarked for the Central Bureau for the Settlement of
German Jews in Palestine, headed by Dr. Weizmann. It is, of
course, very interesting and gratifying to note that the sum
in gquestion is thus to be applied.

"However, when you state in your next paragraph, "As the Joint
Distribution Committee is closely cooperating in this work,
80% of the funds collected in Canada will thus be distributed
directly or indirectly to the relief committees, whose work
is supervised by you”, you labor under a very grave error.

"Of course, the Joint Distribution Committee is cooperating
with Dr. Weizmann's Bureau. It is cooperating with many com-
mittees. But the payment of funds to other committees engaged
in specialized functions does not in any sense relieve the
Joint Distribution Committee or help it in connection with

its own immediate responsibilities. If you were to give a
great deal more money for the purposes of Dr. Weizmann's
Central Bureau, it would not add one penny to the amount which
the Joint Distribution Committee would have available for re-
lieving the needs of the 50,000 to 60,000 Jewish refugees.

Nor would it add one cent to the amount to be made available 4
to the Joint Distribution Committee for coping with the problem **
of the Jews within Germany. Nor would it add even one penny o
to enable the Jews within Germany to leave Germany to go to L
any other land.

"The reason for this is that the fund made available to Dr.
Weizmann's Central Bureau is used within Palestine solely.
The Joint Distribution Committee has even paid 60% of the
cost of taking emigrants and transporting them to all other
lands.

"The relationship of the Joint Distribution Committee to
Canadian Jewry goes back to the very inception of the World
War. In a spirit of mutual cooperation and friendly under-
standing, the leaders of American Jewry and of Candian Jewry
collaborated in our common problem. No one is more anxious
than we to sustain that happy relationship and collaboration.
But I am constrained to say that you must make it possible
for us to do so by appraising and appreciating some of our
responsibilities.

"The Joint Distribution Committee gives very large sums regu-
larly to Hicem. If you were to increase your contribution to |
the Joint Distribution Committee by turning over to it the 1
sum of money you had in mind to contribute to Hicem, that
would in fact be of service to the Joint Distribution Committeé
and to the cause of refugees. The same thing is true, to a ]

scmewhat lesser extent, in connection with sums given to Ort.




"Quite informally and persconally, I would suggest to you some
such arrangement as the following:

"Namely, that you turn over actually to the Joint
Distributicn Committee 55% of what you raise in
Canada, earmarking. out of that 55%, specifically

10% for work of Hicem and 10% for work of Ort.

"The Joint Distribution Committee would be more than glad to
respect the decision of your gress and to carry out 1its
mandate. But, frankly, you should not put the Joint Distri-
bution Committee in the position ¢f competing with agencies
which it subvents.

"Please be good enough to let me have your personal views on
this subject at an early moment, so that I may submit this
matter to my own Executive aommlbtec Perhaps this will
afford us a formula whereby we may be enabled to do what

we wish to, namely, to cooperate with the Canadian Jewish
Congress in a spirit of sincere and cordial helpfulness."”

63. Letter from Caiserman, June 27, tc Hyman, repeating the ex-
planation of the circumstances which prevented Mr. Hyman from
addressing the January sessions in Toronto. He had declined to
speak at the plenary sessions; after the opening session the
committees decided to hear cnly members of committees, to avoid
bringing into its deliberations the diffcrences of opinion .

that exist in the U.S.; an attempt to arrange a special luncheon
was unsuccessful because Zionists had preempted the time.
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Section II
s Report of national budget committee, J. M. Cantor of Saska-

toon, chairman, in Toronto, Jan. 22, 4 p.

2. Letter from B. R. Guss, Saint John, to S. W. Jacobs,.Feb° X,
noting that no llew Brunswick men named to dominion executive.

s File of minutes of Montreal members of dominion executive,
Jan. 7 = Oct. 16,

o = dJdan. 7. Discussion of elections to, and agenda for, plenary

session. Mandates granted to all Zionist organizations. Mr. N

Toulch of Riviére du Loup considering legal action against s

libelous Restaurateur.

.. =Feb. 18. Report on swastika posters in Montcalm Ward. Chi-
cago office sent list of Nazi propagandists touring Canada. Com-
mittees appointed.

-~ Feb. 26. Rabbi H. J. Stern reported on his meeting with
Chanoine P. Casgrain at Cardinal's Palace in Quebec. He informed
the representative of the cardinal '®f certain acts of intolerance
towards the Jewish minority and showed him clippings from French-
Canadian official and semi-official Catholic publications". The
canon expressed his disapproval and promised to take this matter
up with higher authorities.

~ March 6. §S. Belkin, from the chair, reported on a New York
conference convened by the High Commissioner for Refugees, James
MacDonald. Caiserman and Lazarus Phillips also attended. Mac-
Donald had a private meeting with Montrealers on the Congress
resolutions on relief and on immigration. During committee dis-
cussions on relief, Belkin noted that the $25,000 raised in Mont-
real and Toronto in 1933 was ridiculous and not worthy of Canadian
Jewry.

— Apr. 8. Re the Restaurateur and Patriotc,a sub-committee met
to discuss ways and means of combatting these evils. WNathan Gor-
don and Peter Bercovitch to take up with the attorney-general the

possibility of criminal actions against these journals under the J;;

provisions of the law, in respect to sedition.

~ A conference with Mr. Henri Bourassa was held in the office of
S. W. Jacobs. Present: Jacobs, Sperber, Goldenberg, Jos. Cohen,
Bercovitch, Balkin and Caiserman. HMr. Bourassa was acquainted
with the dissatisfaction of the Jews with the French-Canadian re-
action to present anti-semitism. A heart to heart talk took place |
in which it was shown that anti-semitism affects the small people
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first, and has an evil reaction on the Jews in general. It was
indicated to Mr. Bourassa that although the Governmental leaders
had expressed sympathy with the Jews in their present plight, none
of the leaders in the local French~Canadian Church, Government,
Press or Bar had raised their voice in sympathy.

- Mr. Bourassa promised to discuss the matter on the floor of
the House of Parliament, which he did. Reports of his address
appeared in the entire press, but no report had appeared of the
part dealing with anti-semitism in any of the daily newspapers
except Le Devoir,

- S. D. Cohen reported that Fred Singer, M.P., stated that he had
spoken to the Rt. Honorable R. B. Bennett, Prime Minister, who said
that he would be interested in passing dominion legislation to
suppress anti-Jewish defamation.

- Report of boycott committee, Apr. 8, S. D. Cohen, chairman.

- Apr. 22. Report by Y. I. Fanaberia on placing Jewish families
on farms in Chambly Basin by the Congress, 6 p. ‘

- Report that MacDonald had interviewed several mem-
bers ot Ottawa cabinet; government requested details, such as the
type of immigrants that would require admission. Report that, fox
the first time, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics will publish
figures on occupations by racial groups. During the recent elec-
tions Mr. Lavery's antisemitic utterances over the radio were
checked by a timely wire to Hector Charlesworth, head of the
Canadian Radio Commission, who immediately prohibited all such
broadcasts. The Gazette agreed not to publish in detail the
speeches or Arcand and of Lavery. After an intervies with S. W.
Jacobs, the radio advertising of the antisemitic Blue Shirts was
stopped.

~June 1ll. Belkin reported that two alternative amendments
to the criminal code had been submitted to the Hon. Mr. Guthrie,
minister of justice. One of them was approved by law officers
and accepted by the minister. The proposals were for consider-
ation of cabinet on June 12. S. W. Jacobs was also seeking legis-
lation to assure clearer marking of the name of the country of
origin of imported goods. This would facilitate boycott of
German goods.

-~ QOct. 1l6. Complaints of discrimination against Jewish workers
in the dress industry; the Manufacturers Protective Association
appointed committee to meet with Congress. Letter from Anglican
Church Synod with resolution of sympathy for harassed German Jews
and with condemnation of race hatred and persecution.
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4.. Minutes of Eastern division, Apr. 8 - Dec. 1l2.

5.. Apr. 8. Reports on boycott, education, public relations
(also in Yiddlsh)u

-May 1l4. 5. Wiseman reported on failure of the orthodox
schools to cooperate with national council of Jewish education.
d. C. Goldenberg reported that Saul iayes will draw up plan for
committee on social and economic research. Committee, consisting

f Jacobs, Nathan Gordon, A. J. Freeman, Samuel Factor and A. A.
Heaps met with Sen. Meighen, government leader in the senate, on
federal legislation in regard to racist propaganda. Gordon had
prepared a draft of bill for that purpose. (Minutes also in
Yiddish.)

-June 1ll. 5. Belkin reported that two alternative proposals
had been submitted to the minister of justice.

-July 3. Belkin report 2d that Joint Distribution Committee
had notified Congress, after lengthy negotiations, that they

e

would cooperate in the Congress campaign for overseas relief.

- AAg. 6
~Dec. 12. A. "Zaitlin reported that-Canadian Olympic Games .
Committee decided not to participate in the 1936 games in Germany

if there was to be 'any discrimination a~a1n;t German Jewish ath-
letes. Bercovitch was to interview Premier Taschereau on the
settlement of Jews on Quebec farms within the framework of the
provincial colonization wvro ogram. - Congress committee of Gordon,

(

1..
Caiserman and D. Wolfe had met with industry representatives in
regard to the firing of 116 workers 07J0w1ng a strike. Forty
had already been reinstated. Repori on re rch program devel-
oped by Hayes. Rosenberg had told cwmm1ttﬂ waich aspects he was |
completing. Reports on articlzse in Semaine religieuse de Québec
and in Action catholique. Report of OllPCthDS in relief cam-

paign: $19,000 raised in eastern iiVlalun, $1,700 in central
and $1,200 in tlie west.
6. Yiddish text of "Serious Words addressed to Orthodox Jewry®
(2 p.) urging synzgogue cooperation in setting up Kehillah:
spec1f1cally the maintenance and reporting of statistics of births
circumcisions, Bar mitzvahs marriages and deaths among members,
to convene weekly i ntOIJathﬂ meetings with representatives of
Congress.

§ i "The Kehillah Movement, The or the establishment and the
organization of Kehilloth in the ish communities of Canada®,
by G. Michalofsky, cnaivman and Mr. Peters, secretary of XKehillah
Committee of Canadian Jewi gh Congress. 5 p. "

8. Also> Yiddish version. 3
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9,. Boycott committee report of day-by-day activities. Feb. lo6 -
June 18. 1% p.

10. Gazette report, Jan. 5. "Crganized Attack upon Quebec Jews
Claimed by Jos. Cohen; Name of St. Jean Baptiste Society Coupled
with Antisemitic Drive in Province'.

11. Gazette report, Jan. 23. “Charges of Jews Denied by Group;
Jeune Canada Hot Antisemitic and has no Jesuit Backing”.

12, Letter from Caiserman to Omer iHéroux, editor of Devoir, Jan.
19, in response to editorial of Jan. 18 criticizing the emergency
call of the Congress: “The Jewish community is the target of
many vicious attacks...We naturally consider it proper to defend
ourselves. "

e
S

,— Also drafts of this letter.

13. Letter from Caiserman to Hé&roux of Devoir, Jan. 23; on report
of meeting of Jeune Canada of Jan. 22 where remarks insulting to
Jews were made.

'

15, Letter of congratulations from Caiserman, Feb. 7, to Sen. R.
Dandurand on his election as president of the Universit& de Mont-
réal.

16. Acknowledgement, Feb. 13: “The University is passing through
difficult times, but it is my hope that its problems will be solved
in order to ensure its full expansion.”

19. Letter from Caiserman, May 7, to A. J. Paull of Mount Royal
Lodge, B'nai B'rith, opposing establishment by the B.B. of a
Canadian Anti-Defamation Bureau as a duplication of effort and
as undue American interference in Canadian affairs.

17. Also personal memorandum on complexity of establishing re-
lationship with local lodges.

18. Letter from Caiserman, Feb. 13, to American Jewish Committee:
“Instead of Canadian Jewry approaching the government for the ad-
mittance of German Jewish refugees, it would have a greater effect
if the reguest would come from Mr. MacDonald, the League of Nations
High Commissioner. It may be necessary that we send a committee

to see him.“

19. Book of minutes of Committee on Economic Problems, March 4,
1934 - Nov. 12, 1935.

~March 4. Appoint committee to investigate the problem of
Jewish employers discriminating against Jewish workers. (Minutes
also in Yiddish.)




~ Memorandum of S. . Selchen, Winnipeg, recommending study of
occupations in which Jews engage and to create agricultural settle
ments and preparatory (ilaci

culture.

. = Apr. 22, report on placing Jewish families on farms in Canada
by Fanaberia. 6 Dp.

-0Oct. 21. Gordon will interview the leaders of the Manufactur
ers Protective Association in regard to the Jewish workers dis-
placed after the recent strike in ladies® ready-~to-wear industry.

-~Nov. 6. BSome manufacturers advise that Congress should not
intervene in question of workers who lost their jobs. Neverthe-
less, Congress secured the names of 116. The cutters also do not
wish the Congress intervention. In re colonization, following conj
sultation between Bercovitch, Gordon, H. Wolofsky, Caiserman and
J. Schubert, it was decided to wait for the provincial government
to introduce the $10,000,000 colonization plan in the legisleture.

-Hov. 12 meeting with delegation from National Associated
Wwomen's Wear Bureau.

2"» Minutes of education committee, Apr. 19. The issue oZ crtho-
dox participation had developed with controversial articles by
Rabbi C. Bender and S. Wiseman in Canadian Jewish Chronicle and
Rabbi H. J. Stern in the forthcoming issue of the Canadian.Jewish
Review. Similar conflicting views in Toronto. Resolution:
Harmony cannot be obtained since many orthodox Jews conzidser thay
cannot cooperate with other groups due to the “religicus mcment”,
for their cooperation with others would negate their emphasis on
religion; they feel Congress ought not to concern itself with
education - therefore, the committee decided that instructionsa
are to be sought from the dominion executive. M. Mendelsohn of
Adath Israel school recalled Lithuanian experience where the
religious ‘avaech schools, the Hebraist Tarbut schools and the
Yiddishist Kultur League cooperated in education questions. Rev.

Surer, Dr. Shapiro and A. M. Xlein proposed details of possible
common programs. Dr. Shapiro noted that only 20% of children of
Montreal receive even rudiments of a Jewish education.

2l. Minutes of committee for Jewish education, March 28:.' S. |
Wiseman in chair. Recommendation of sub-committee for program of ‘
propaganda, including a circular. Letter from Rev. Super on be-
half of Rabbi Abramowitz objecting to this program unless the
religious aspect was stressed. “A serious obstacle has been intros
duced; and immediate cooperation between all the facticus in the
community was rendered impossible. Iither a different orientation
would have to be given to the entire subject of Jewish education
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as related to the Congress, or the Congress will be compelled to
abandon or disregard the contentions of the group represented by
Rabbi Abramowitz. Mr. Magid of United Talmud Torahs was of the
opinion that the Congress resolution on education had been passed
without scrutiny by this faction. Decision:to issue a circular
on a general, non-controversial basis, calling on parents to en-
rol their children in Jewish schools and to convene a meeting of
rabbis to discuss the misunderstanding.

22. Several Yiddish letters from XKiev, Russia, about famine con-
ditions and sufferings of Jews and of peasants, addressed to Mr.
Blinder in Montreal, and from Rabbi Israel ben Michael Mireini

from Kafegorod in Mogilev-Podolsk area to Elazar Hagohen Deckelbaum,
reported on to Congress executive, Jan. 5, 1934,

23. File of correspondence with Egmont L. Frankel of Toronto, Jan.
9 ~a0uly 19.

~Exchangz of letters between Caiserman, S. W. Jacobs and
Frankel re difficulties about formal opening of sessions on a
Sunday.

-Letter to Frankel, Jan. 16, about views of Winnipeg about
program. They insist that Hyman not' - r=ad a papcr on political
and economic situation of Jewry; that Dx. €. Zhitlovsky
Chaim Greenberg or Jonah Wise present papers; no paper be read on
education; that presentations be made on the boycott, on Palestine
and on the permanence of the Congress.

~Letter from Caiserman Feb. 20 to Frankel elaborating on the
constitution. - 5 ps

-Letter, March 5, to Frankel re Zionists' anger at Congress
campaign in West, stated by Rabbi I. J. Schwartz, executive di~
rector, and by telephone by A, J. Freiman: we have brought chaos
into Jewish life in Canada, we cannot control our divisions, our
work is less important than Zion, he would resign from Zionist
leadership, invited Caiserman to Zionist executive meeting on
March 6. Caiserman informed Freiman of Congress efforts to
unitz community, of J.D.C. demand for another ratio of distri~-
bution; Zionists should not use Germany theme in their drives.

A united campaign would be best.

-Telegram from Jacobs,March 7,to Finkelstein in Winnipeg,
proposes withdrawing of campaign in West in the interests of com-
munity harmony.

~-Letter from Frankel/March Zl/to Caiserman, with results of
election of officers.
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—Telegram from Caiserman, May 1, to Frankgl, inyiting him toJ
join delegation seeing Arthur Meighen May 2, including Lyon Cohely
Gordon, Benjamin Robinson, Freiman, Caiserman, about anti-defam- |

ation legislation. i Dot

=Letter from Frankel, May 2, unable to attend.

—~Letter from Caiserman, May 7, to Frankel, enclosing draft O rti

de

¥

amendment to Sec. 201 of criminal code, drawn up by Gordon followm;

ing Meighen visit.

~Telegram from Caiserman, June 26, to Frankel. Rabbi Stern qani
sailing to Europe. Suggestion is made that he be given the man- 0
date to represent Canada at the World Jewish Conference at Genevéb

Aug. 6.

~Report letter from Caiserman, June 12, to Frankel on his acH
tivities in Toronto, June 3-11. 1Inter alia: he aided in drafting,

a cable to colonial office, conferred with Council of Jewish Or-
ganizations in Hamilton, as well as addressing many meetings and

consultations with A. B. Bennett, O. B. Rogers, S. M. Shapiro and. .
Mrs. Rose Dunkelman. i m&

24. Minutes of Toronto executive committee at Scheuer House,
179 Beverley, Jan. 1l4. '

—May 28. Delegation of the "Alle Far Einem" (All For One)
organization of unemployed, claimed that many Jewish employers
discriminate against Jewish workers. At a mass meeting in the
Men of England Synagogue a Women's Consumers League was organized

_ jSepF. 27. Mrs. Ida Siegel and Mark G. Cohen succeeded in
eliminating the Merchant of Venice from Ontario curriculum. The
Toronto Trades and Labour Council distributed 15,000 anti-Nazi

and prq-boycott pamphlets, since Hitlerism represented the de-
struction of labour rights.

25. File of correspondence, ii. M. Caiserman -~ Rabbi M. N. Eisen-
rath, Feb. 11 - Oct. 20.

- Letter from Caiserman to Eisendrath, Feb. 112 “ I have con-
ferred again with the department of customs regarding a stricter
control at the borders not to permit Nazi propaganda to enter
Canada. The department is cooperating.” :

= Letter from Eisendrath, Feh. 20, to Caiserman, about E. C.

Young of the Guelph Mercury; "Quaker, most profoundly concerned
over the Jewish question”.

- Letter from Caiserman, March 21, to Eisendrath: A committeépf

of the Congress met with a committee of the Zionists, which in-
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qcluded Mr. & Mrs. Freiman, and after a thorough discussion, the
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idea of a united campaign had to be abandoned. Letters show that
in both ranks the desire for separate campaigns was very strong
indeed.”

-~ Inquiry from Caiserman, Apr. 4, re report in press,of Jewish-
Gentile gathering planned for Apr. 23: "Is this the organization
that you had contemplated some time ago?”

- Excerpt from Eisendrath's reply, Apr. 6: "With regard to the
seminars, it is the same project... what promises to be a unique
undertaking, for Canada at any rate". This was the origin of the
Committee on Jewish-Gentile Relationships.

- TLetter from Eisendrath, Apr. 30, to Caiserman: “"The semingr
continues to be talked about. We have started something that will

“M ultimately be far reaching”.

- Tetter from Eisendrath, May 22, to Caiserman: "You have seen
in the Canadian Jewish Review the greater part of our seminar
material. I am trying to publish the magnificent address deliv~-
ered by His Honour the Lieutenant—-Governor".

- Manuscript letter from Eisendrath in New York, July 2, to
Caiserman: ¥Mr. Hyman (of J.D.C.) is more than willing to be of
service if we will manifest even a semblance of fair play. Up
to this time I am not certain that this has been the case, as we
have expected them to accept a quota less than the Jewish Agency
for Palestine, notwithstanding an entirely separate Palestine
drive, whereas they have never gone into any drive on such a basis,
even where all other campaigns have been eliminated. I can quite
understand their unwillingness to lend the use of their name on
such an obviously unfair basis, especially when to them the Con-
gress is an unknown and untried quantity so far as fund-raising
is concerned... The HICEM and ORT, which are receiving sums from
J.D.C., should nominally relinguish five per cent each. This
would but place J.D.C. on a par with the Jewish Agency"” .

- Manuscript letter from Eisendrath, Queen's County, N.S.; to
Belkin, July 26: "I repeat my conviction that the J.D.C. cam-
paign experience will be invaluable”.

- Letter from Eisendrath, Sept. 13, to Caiserman. He has been
in contact with Comptroller James Simpson of the Trades and Labour
Council and James Connor of the Ontario Labour Council to take up
the German situation, at the current Trades and Labour Congress.

- Letter from Caiserman, Oct. 15, to Eisendraths: Read in
Communist press that the rabbi is member of the League Against
War and Fascism, a Communist undertaking.
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- Reply from Eisendrath, Oct. 15, to the effect that Caiserman
had not inquired fully into the League, whlcCi genuinely seeks
liberal cooperation, even leadersilp. I

- Calserman reply, Oct. 17: = The Labour Congress, the CDC°F°{
the churches, liberals - all keep away from the League becagse g o
originated from a decision of the Communist Party here and in b,
every other land... The 6-2,000 Communist memopers 1issue 15'or 18 |
publications and have dozens of organizers. The bill could not be -
covered with less than $3-400,000 yearly. The income of their
groups does not exceed $15,000...If you like, double this amount. .
Wwho pays the balance?... What do they do with the money? The ‘ !
most scandalous demoralization in the history of any mogsment in fluer
Canada... Why should the Jewish group follow the wagon? Jewis

- Answer from Eisendrath: ie had inquired from Rabbi E. L. ),
Israel, of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, who is on Ottan
the executive of the League, though he does not attend meetings. 1
The League will have to be carefully watched. It may swing |
radically to the left. Bitt:
26. File of routine correspondence between Alexander Brown, Roder
executive secretary of Congress central division, Toronto, and '
Caiserman, Apr. 4 - Dec. 12, including matters of organization,
boycott, financing: (als

- June 28, telegram from Brown, Toronto executive approves of
mandate to Rabbi H. J. Stern as delegate to Geneva conference, ;
except Mr. Frankel and Bennett. i

- Letter to Brown, June 292, Congress reserves the right at ber
conference to pass on all questions specifically affecting |
Carz"ian Jewry. o~

- Aug. 15 letter: Toronto approves principle of participating
in international ccnference on boycott., §
i "
" ol B i B ; ity
- Sept. 17: Hisleading reports in Hew York Jewish press about Bl ™

a Toronto insurance company discriminating against Jewish appli-
cants and about a judge supporting their case.

- Oct. 5: Report about efforts by Mrs. Ida Siegel and MMark G.
Cohen seeking to remove llerchant of Venice from Ontario Junior
digh School curriculum reqguirements.

- Hov. 28: Toronto approved Congress resolution regretting
infringements of religious liberties in Mexico and restrictions
upon churches; similar resolutions passed by other faiths. h

- Nov. 27: Toronto interested in conference on Xehilloth plan-

ned for Montreal. Local Xehillah situation very confused; Congress
not involving itself in this. .
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L File of correspondence Caiserman - Freiman, Feb. 23 ~ Aug. 8:
-~ Telegram of invitation toc private conference in New York, Feb.
25, with James G. Macdonald, High Commissioner for German Refugees.

- Telegram of regret, Feb. 24, to Caiserman.

- Letter from Caiserman, Aug. 8, to Freiman about strike in
Montreal cloak industry, invitlng him to use his great moral in-
fluence to settln the strike which affects the livelihood of 45
Jewish familie

2 File of Caiserman correspondence with Wiagara Falls, Vindsor,
Ottawa, Oshawa, Hamilton, Kirkland Lake and Fort William.

< e Caiserman letters to S. Raufman, J. Grover of Kelillah com-
mittee, Edward &. Gelber, S. iI. Shapiro, Mrs. Ida Siegel, E. F.
Singer, L. Borzilai of the Revisionist ‘organizations, O. B.

Roger, Arthur Cohen and E. Chaikes - all of Toronto.

4. File of correspondence between J. A. Sweet of Hamilton and
Caiserman, Feb. l€w22, about wording of rule on delegates from
small communities.

S Letter from Caiserman, Feb. 14, to American Jewish Committee,
in response to inguiry Feb. 12 on behalf of London Joint Foreign
Committee, about a Canadian MNazi paLtJ referred to in the Nuren-
berg Stuermer. Caiserman provided information on German Canadian
League, Prof. Gerhard of Jaterloo, Ont., president; the weekly
Nordwesten of innipeg appnears to be the organ of this group.

6. Letter from Congress, Feb. 15, to American Jewish Committee:
The Foreign iHews Depot of Wew York is the distributor of the
Patriote in the statzs of New York.

y i Letter from Caiserman, Feb. 16, to the Secretary of State

Cu H3 Cahan; Cttawa, “OL*HG that GCerman League of Canada is being
organized, “truly WMazi in character, which will foment race
hatred and will general 1ly conduct subversive propaganda in the
dominion. It is in the public interest that no such organization
be granted a charter”

8. File of co

rrespondence with M. J. I'inkelstein of Winnipeg,
Febi+ 23 "<Sovyr 237 T

egarding

- German League of Canada (Feb. 23)

- 21 -~
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- Urgent need of funds for Congress headquarters work.
- Cooperation with B'nai Birith (March 5-26)

- Problems re campaign and the eastern offices of the Zionist
organization of Canada (March 7)

-~ The Canadian Nationalist Party (March 8)

-~ Winnipeg B'nai B'rith will propose central bureau for anti-
defamation work in Canada: duplicating work of Congress?
(May 6)

- Canadian customs enforcing law banning admission of sub-
versive literature (March 23)

- Finkelstein approved Jacob's efforts to have Mr. Meighen

sponsor anti-hate law. "Legislation of this kind should, whenever
possible, be introduced by a non-Jewish member of the House and
sponsored by the government of the day"”. (May 4)

- Approve Rabbi H. J. Stern as Canadian delegate to World
Jewish conference at Geneva (June 26)

- Letter from Henry loore of Deloraine, Man., May 28, inform-
ing Jewish community that the Winnipeg Country Guide has long
- been pro-German.

- "Suggested platform” by Max Cohen, president of the Winnipeg
YMHA, May 30, for a youth organization on "all Jewish problems,
both local and national®. 4 p.

- Offers by American Jewish Committee, New York, Nov. 23, ko
assist in Tobias case in Winnipeg, especially with information
on the Protocols and other falsehoods aimed at Jews: also offer-
ing informaticn on current cass in Switzerland. (Nov. 23)

-~ Committee report, Montreal proposing a federation of Jewish
students.

- Letter from Nathan Gordon, X.C., May 3, to S. W. Jacobs
with draft amendment to Section 201 of criminal code which would
outlaw publication (this following meeting of committee with Mr.
Meighen) prejudicing any individual by reason of race or religion.
He proposes amending this section rather than 334 as less likely
to have conditions of reserve attached to it.
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9. .File of correspondence between Caiserman and M. A. Gray,
Winnipeg, Jan. 9 - Oct. 15, including:

- Copy of letter from Gray to M. J. Finkelstein, Feb. 19, about
organization of German League of Canada, in Ontario, the Prairies
and British Columbia.

- Letter from Gray, Feb. 20, with list of 8 committees, and
chairmen, named to put into effect the resolutions of the plenary
session.

- Letter from Gray, June 4: The B'nai B'rith of U.S. are
planning to bring 25 children, under age of 15, from Germany to
U.S. Inquiring whether similar plan on foot in Canada.

- Reply from S. Belkin, June 8: No consideration being given
in Canada to children's plan; steps are being taken by High Com-
missioner for German Refugees for admission of 200 refugees;
new steps would not be advisable while this is pending; community
has no funds; Congress will soon have no funds for stamps. This
is serious warning which puts to test our devotion to the Congress
idea.

- Caiserman letter, Oct. 15, to Gray: "You have done a good
piece of work by establishing a colony near Winnipeg. I notice
a second colony is contemplated."”

10. Letter from Caiserman, March 2, to M. J. Finkelstein, Winni-
peg, president of Congress in Western Canada: The three Jewish
members of the Commons have been provided with copies of Kashruth
legislation in various countries; also draft of law for Canada.
He opposes any legislation which would put authority in hands of
rabbis. It was suggested to him that placing authority in demo-
cratically elected Kehilla would mect his objection.

- Reply from M. J. Finkelstein, president of Jewish Community
Council of Winnipeg (Kehillah), to Mr. Peters, secretary of Jewish
Community Council of Montreal, in reply to his letter of Feb. 18.
He feels that draft bill will most likely not be accepted by
parliamentary officials because of vagueness, particularly in
defining Kosher and in establishing authority in each district.

"I have yet to see a bill which will overcome these difficulties
.o« I doubt very much whether such legislation can be proved to

be effective in Canada.”

ll. The bound volume of 1933-34 Rosenberg correspondence
includes correspondence with the pr1nc1pal of the Calgary Colleglr.
ate Institute (Jan. - May, 1934).

- Rosenberg letter to Regina Leader Post, Feb. 7, correcting

the effect of their Canadian Press report on Jan. 30 of his address
in Toronto.
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- Report letter from S. M. Selchen, Feb. 21, of meeting of
Winnipeg members of national executive of Congress. |

- Letter from M. J. Finkelstein, March 2, about anti-Nazi r
statements of Mr. Queen of the Labour party, the Hon. Mr. Mayor,
attorney general. "On our representations he prohibited a meeting
of the Nazis in a Ruthenian Hall in North Winnipeg, actually send- |
ing the police down to close the doors and warn off all those who
came to attend."

- Rosenberg to Caiserman, March 7, re Der Courier, a weekly |
newspaper published in the German language in Regina by the

Western Printers Association, a private company consisting of
several prominent German-speaking business men. "The newspaper
has a job printing department and is the only non-union news-
paper printing shop in the city. It is not sold on the news-
stands but is distributed to subscribers only and has a wide
circulation from Manitoba to the Pacific Coast. Its managing
director is a German of Bukovinian origin.” Similar letter,
March 13.

- Correspondence with N. Gould of Calgary.

- Report in Regina Leader Post, Feb. 28: "Jew Bid Lowest,
but No Takers”.

- Letter of protest to Regina Hospital Board March 12 about
discrimination against Jewish applicants for position of radi-
ologist. The hospital superintendent said, "I doubt very much
if a Jew would be acceptable to our staff and to our supporters,
the citizens”.

- Report in Regina Leader Post, March 17, "Stand Explained on
Racial Point; Hospital Board Blames Press in Jewish Doctors'’
Row" .

- Letter from Regina General Hospital to A. H. Friedgut, March |
14, denying that Jewish origin of applicant determined the de-
cision. |

- Also letter to the same effect from the Superintendent.

- Letter of S. Dodiuk of Hyas, Sask., March 26, about anti-
semitism among Ukrainians there.

- Report letter to S. M. Selchen, Winnipeg, of election meeting |
of Congress in Regina in March. |

- Letter to Selchen and Caiserman, May 7, about Rosenberg
addresses at Grace United Church at Weyburn, Sask. on "When Hatred |
Rules”, and at the Rotary Club.

a
)
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- Letter from Molly Lyons of Tisdale, Sask., May 4, about anti-
semitic literature distributed there. |

- Rosenberg to H. M. Selchen, May 16, re misbranded and mis-
labelled German goods being sold to Western Canada, through Mont-
real, with made-in-Germany markings overprinted as of Czechoslovak
origin.

- Form letter from Caiserman, May 18, with list of subjects on
which information and clippings are being collected by Montreal
office.

12. Hansard of House of Commons, Feb. 26, 1934, Cols. 966-70.
Debate on bilingual currency. Speeches of S. Gobeil.

13. Congress minute book - Boycott committee, western region
meetings.

- March 23, 1934 - Invite Trades and Labour Council, I.L.P.,
CCF and Jewish Anti-Fascist League to conference looking to their
joining the Congress committee.

- Apr. 22. Minutes of national executive of Winnipeg.

- Juneg 27. Congress-printed text resolution against Nazi
terror passed by Winnipeg Trades and Labour Council.

- July 10.

- July 26. Caiserman reported that the independent action of
the western division had irritated Zionist leaders who felt that
the arrangement not to interfere with United Palestine Appeal had
been broken. Grievances had been ironed out.

- Finkelstein reported on the exposé& of the Protocols in the
daily press.

- July 27

- Aug. 16. Letter from Montreal office that Congress cannot
participate in League against War and Fascism because of its
Communist tendencies.

- Aug. 28. On campaigns.

- Sept. 26. Report on Jewish-owned theatre showing, at priv-
ate screening, a Hitler propaganda film.




- 26 -~
- Oct. 9. Reports on campaign in Kamsack, Prince Albert,
Portage la Prairie.

- Report on Fred Doner, of the Anti-Fascist League, attack
on Congress at Regina. Decision to ignore his statements.

- Nov. 10. Report on injunction case in the Canadian
Nationalist.

14. Bound minute book of Winnipeg boycott committee and of
Winnipeg members of national executive of Congress, March 23,
1934 - Nov. 4, 1943.

- Boycott committee, March 23: proposal to contact Trades
and Labour Council, I.L.P., CCF, OBU and Jewish Anti-Fascist
League.

- Apr. 22: Report by J. A. Cherniak chairman, of meeting with!
League, I.L.P. and Trades Council; correspondence with Togo, Sask.|

- Executive committee, July 10: Report on purchase of 200
acres for colonization at Rosse¥, Man.

- National executive meeting, June 27: Congress-printed Trades!
and Labour Congress resolutions and comments of Winnipeg Council
on boycott.

- Meeting Sept. 26: Report on screening of Hitler propaganda |
film at Bijou Theatre. Reports on Xamsack, Prince Albert and
Portage la Prairie.

- Nov. 10: Report on Canadian Nationalist injunction.

15. Letter from J. A. Cherniack of Winnipeg, Apr. 6, to Caiser-
man: he 1is not impressed with decision to mark the 800th anni-
versary of birth of Yaimonides. Would consider marking the 70th
birthday of pr, C. Zhitlovsky, a contemporary, more suitable.

16. Copy of Acts of Manitoba, 1934, 27 Geo. V, cap. 23: An Act
to Amend “The Libel Act”; and 10 Geo. VI, Chap. 11, section 19:
and Revised Statutes of Manitoba, 1970, cap. D.20, section 19.

17. Letter from L. Rosenberg, Regina, May 16, to S. M. Selchen,
Congress in Winnipeg, about boycoctt. Jewish merchants from West
are being offered German goods by eastern jobbers and whole-
salers. 2 p.
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18. Hamilton correspondence, Feb. 16 - June 25, with J.. A. Sweet.
- May 14 - re Council of Jewish Organizations action on boycott.

- June 5 - re Council arrangements to receive Caiserman on
June 7.

19. File of correspondence with the B.C. branch, Leo !lahrer,
secretary.

- Apr. 27: letter from Mahrer, mass meeting on Apr. 15; execu-
tive of 31 elected.

- Mahrer letter to 5. M. Selchen, Winnipeg about ccming visit
of Kurt Rosenfeld and Anuerin Bevan under auspices of B.C. League
against War and Fascism. Dominion executive advised it most un-
desirable to have any Congress committee co-operate with any
radical and left group definitely under leadership of Communist

it} Party of Canada; they have attracted a few non-political groups,
ash but everyone knows who is who. Mahrer advised Selchen, "If these
gentlemen come to Winnipeg we strongly urge that, without acting
in any official manner, you do everything you possibly can to
see that there is a good attendance at their meeting”.

ﬂﬁ‘ - Letter in Vancouver News Herald, Aug. 20, from German League

~ of Canada, Inc. about memorial service announced at St. John's
United Church but cancelled because it "aroused opposition in
certain quarters and might cause embarrassment to those respon-

da sible for placing the church at our disposal”.

20. Minutes of Vancouver meetings.
-~ May 12. Congress executive and Samuel Lodge B'nai B'rith
regarding anti-defamation work. Opinion that current work of

& lcdge should not be interrupted.

- June 6. Meeting to elect committee chairmen. The cases of
several refugees from Germany were discussed.

- June 18.
- June 25.
- Aug. 5. Re mass meeting with Dr. Rurt Rosenfeld, former

minister of justice in Prussia, sponsored by League against War
and Fascism. Advice of Montreal office to be sought.

, - Aug. 17. Report that Rosenfeld and Bevan meeting had been
successful. Montreal had advised against participation.

- Aug. 21. British Israel Broadcasts. Swastika £flag displayed
outside Nazi headquarters on Burnaby St.

- Sept. 6.




= 28 o

21. Letters from Russia submitted to Congress executive. |
- Jan. 5, with summary (Yiddish):

1) Photograph of letter from XKiev early 1932. Preparing for )
famine; peasants uprooted from their homes and exiled to labour
in Siberia:; the dollar inquisition; persecution of Zionism and
of observance of Jewish laws, e.g., circumcision; appeal to
brothers in America to protest against the Bandit Stalin.

2) Letter from a rabbi in Kobangorod, Oct. 1933, to L. Deckel-
baum, Montreal. His position as rabbi has been abolished; heavy §
taxes imposed on him; meat costs him double the price others pay. f

3) Letter from worker in Kiev written while Litvinoff was in
the U.S. - terrible famine; commodities can be secured only for
gold or from Torgsin; work is available, but wages do not cover
even a quarter of cost of bread; Jews and peasants are swollen
from hunger; peasants dying off even more than Jews; few Jews
help one another; entire villages have died off; people are eat-
ing dogs, cats, sawdust, frogs, dead horses, fresh grass, weeds ;
children are missing; peasants are eating their own children;
those arrested are more dead than alive; the new crops are seized
by the authorities who leave the peasants nothing; have sold
Torgsin the last candlesticks, spoons, lamps, false teeth; the
dollar inguisition, punishable by three months' imprisonment, now
a full year; why is the world silent? Apparently the situation
is not known outside; are told how American delegates are deluded;|
Communists are as embittered as others but are afraid to say a
word; a meat tax of 35-75 per cent with severe punishment for
failure to pay; hear of protests about Jews in Germany; our con-
dition is much worse; write to Palestine so that all may know;
hear Litvinoff is in America; would give life to kill him; cry |
out and this will help, for the powers are afraid of other coun-
tries; if anyone attacked Russia everybody, including Communists,
would run to meet them; for heaven'’s sake, do not be silent, for |
only you can help.

4) Unsigned, undated letter. Jlriter is not hungry, but must
lock doors and cover windows while eating, for people tear dooxs
open; lists entire families which have died out; the crop is verv
good, but no one may touch it for it belongs to the authorities:
there is no one to take it in; people are brought from afar; we |
have to wait for what the government will give us; Jokes - our
papers complain that enemies of the country have thought up the
lie that we suffer hunger; people are swollen from hunger and ea’
children; murder for food is no longer news; the tortures are
worse than inquisition; observance of Sabbath and holy days have
disappeared; the son-in-law of a Shochet ate chometz on the Pass-
over; thanks to a rabbi, circumcision is still practised; without
him even this will finish, therefore help the rabbi; no informa-
tion on the festivals, please send Jewish calendar; he has been
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arrested four times on dollar accusations; but he is happy for
the help he has received, which suffices for corn bread.

22. Bound minute book of meetings of delegates of the eastern
division, Feb. 11, 1934 -~ lay 13, 1936.

- Feb. 18. Caiserman reported swastikas painted on Jewish-
owned stores.

- Apr. 22. Belkin reported on Bureau of Social and Economic
Research. Saul ilayes named to develop questionnaire for infor-
mation not in dominion statistics. For the first time in history
of Canada, Dominion Bureau will publish statistics on occupations
of each racial group in Canada. A. M. Klein working on a refu-
tation of the Protocols, Hathan Gordon on disproving alleged
anti-Christian references in Talmud; Israel Rabinovitch on myths
concerning Jews. Manitoba's Hyman Bill sent to Peter Bercovitch
and Joseph Cohen. Cohen states it is too late this session, for
legislature is on the verge of adjourning. Anti-semitic utterances
over radio by Salluste Lavery have been checked after telegram to
Hector Charlesworth of Canadian Radio Commission, who immediately
prohibited all further such broadcasts. -Anti-semitic broadcasts
such as Blue Shirts stopped after S. W. Jacobs' intervention.
Contact with large Canadian firms importing goods from Germany:;
some of them conspiring to hide country of origin. File of cur-
rent anti-Jewish materials sent to Rev. Scott of Quebec City.
Rabbi Herman Abramovitz guestioned whether Congress is dissipating
its energies in too many activities. Lyon Cohen felt order of
priorities needed. L. Zucker, Benjamin Robinson emphasized the
broader and national view of the Congress; combatting anti-
demitism and establishing means of fighting Hitler are only
incidents in a broader program.

- Letter from Dominion Bureau of Statistics, July 9, to Saul
Hayes, with figures on Jewish inmates of Canadian penitentiaries.

- Dec. 16. Hayes report on research: cooperation of Louis
Rosenberg of Regina very fruitful. Hayes and Carl Goldenberg
had visited Dominion Bureau of Statistics, which 1is preparing
some of the materials required by the Congress committee. Caiser-
man reported on ‘Achat chez nous' propaganda by Societé St-Jean
Baptiste and on anti-semitic articles in official church pericdi-
cals. |
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13 Letter from Joseph fatz, German refugee in Paris,
May 5, to Jewish Committee in “ontreal: Age 39 (too old
for Palestine), lost his savings in an unfortunate
commercial transaction in France; no relatives in Canada,
was director of a me-pricec-store, specialist in knitting;
prenared tn deo anvthing t~ earn a living,

“ Reply: Tmmigration into Canada for any Jew is

hermetically closed, |

2e Budgets for 193l for 'Teighbonurhood House, Tebrew
T C

Orphan Heouse, Juvenile A4id Society, Tlerzl 'Tospital and
Disnensary.

3% Correspondence between "rrace H. “ohcn and E, Vaz

on 193); budget of Family Wel fare Department of Barnon dec
Hirsch Institute, Dec. 1, 1933- Jan., 23, 193l.

I, Letter from L, ®hapiro, editor of the Yiddish
review Studio of New lork, to Caiserman,ilarch 6, snliciting
his conperation:

"There are several pecople in Canada whom onlv you
can reach,"

e Yiddish Bulletin of Vatad Ha'ir, March 29.
6. Canadian Zionist, #pr. 193l containine
b ! |

"Hapgadah" by A.M, Kleinj; May 193!, with his "Within |
Zionism," and Dec. 193}, with Klein reviews of Sholom Ash l
and Jacob de Haas,

Ts Correspondence between L, Cheifetz, secretary of
P nale Zion of Jipntreal, and L, Glaser, secretarv of party

in Windsor , feb. = May. Also letter to Mr. Glaser from

D, Wertheim, secretary of the party's New York headquarters,
Apr. 27

B Corresprndence between .. Cheifetz, secretary Poale
Zion in Montretl, and Miss Ethel Gondman of Saskatoor
Prale Zion branch, April - July,

Qe Letter o Cheifetz from Tlhanan Uwﬂsmn, Julv 17.
(Mr. Vanson is the author €F Tiddish short stories on
Jewish life in Zurnpe and in the Canadian north. These
stories were widely published. A collection, Trader Ed
appeared in Winnipeg, in 1¢57. 298 p.)

-/




10, Correspondence from 'lechalutz orsanisation in
Canada and from Zionist organizatien of Canada regarding
Chalutz migration to Palestine,

The Hechalutz repeatedly demand Poale Zion support
for their claim +o representation on the ralestine Office
which is resnmnsible for certificates for migration to Palestine
They call for more certificates for Canada in proportion teo the
members on Hachsharah, for pirls as well as for men,
abrlition nf"tourist-rhalutzim" who have not had hachsharah
training (T, Marrison letter, 4pt, 1)

11, Zionist orpanization letter, Jan, 8, to Poale Zion
explains' of two certificates availa le, it has been arreed

that one will rn to a Montrealer presentlv “n Palestine

who would otherwise be depnrted, The second, it-.is

surgested, be riven to Saskatnon Contestant chnsen by lacal
Bnai Brith = in part tn avnid nffending the lodre and the lrcal
community,

125 Letter from Gnlda tlyerson (later Meir) from Vew York,
to Teen Cheifetz of Mentreal, urgine that monevs available far
Hachsharah training be remitted to the Wew Inrk “ercas
Hechalnutz sn as to concentrate the work in existing training
12rms where a substantial number ~f Canadians are already
enrnlled, "There is nn doubt that a new nage is being written
in the life of American Judaism,"

i3 Letter from £, Chaikes, of Toroito, June 20, to
Caiserman, pleading Ffor immigration certificate to
Palestine, Uis wife already established there, as principal
of a pirls'! school. Failing certificate years of dreaming,
planning and preparations will be in vain,

1. Caiserman letter from lepina, Julw 15, tn J, Kronid:
nf Zirmmist .4institute, Toronte regarding "certificates.” "Thave
been -visited bv nther young men from Toronte and from Mrntreal,
and I have exhausted every nossible influence which 1 have,
without achieving any result, simply because the small
number nf certi ficates hardly covers the needs o7 the e rhalutsz
for members ~f their organization, who were premise’ cert-
ificates a year agn.

"As long as Uanada receives eight certificates for the
entire country to satisfv hundreds of applications, the
Situation will remain as bad as it is at nresent, "

Xy

154 Letter from Mr, Dnnﬁis, ¥iddish Jjournalist with "ew
York Der Tor,to Caiserman regarding case of two Yabimah
actors who need permiscion for at least temporary entry into-
Canada.
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16, Reply by Caiserman, Apr, 2li, referring case reluctantly,
to A.J, Paull.

LT e Letter from Danzis inviting Caiserman *tn arrange

-

concerts in Hontrea’
Caiserman reesret, Yov., 9: "Our C-ngress could

~ Fs gy i) e v s e S L
for Yiddish stapge artists.

engage twenty persons if it had the funds; but we must be
content with five to do the work of twenty. 1t is impnssible
tn expect this from me,"

18 Letter to Caiserman by Viddish poet Mordecad
Jaffe of Vanecouver, abont his forthcemine volmme of translations
of Bebrew poetry “ntna Viddish, being issued in Vilno hy

Kleckin, May 28, (The volume, Antologve “un der Lebreisher

poesie, appeared in 1935.)

19, Minutes »f publications committee, March ?5) including
Tathan Gorden, Bernard Figler, lsrael Pabinovitch, Leon Cheifetg
and Louis Benjamin. A.M. {lein was invited to prepare
refutation of the Protoconls, Gnrdon will prepare a pamphlet

on the alleged anti-Christian references in the Talmud,

-May 30 meeting, Klein proceeding with his commission,

2l rrinted appeal, Yarcl BW,“tu the dewish Parents of
Montreal," from Tatimnal Council for Yewish Education,
Canadian Jewish Congress urging them to enroll their children
in the Jewish educational institutions. (Bnglish and Viddish)
22, Detailed report, Feb. 5 - 'ay 31, of anti-defamation
activities of Montreal, Conpress office, 23l items listed

on 3) De

23 Adrien Arcand. Discours-Programme, Expose des
principes et du programme du Parti ‘lational social chrétien,
Montreal, Le Patriote, ‘eb. 193). n, (text of address at
Ménu ment National rally, feb. 22)

55
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2li. Action Patriotique. Monthly bulletin of Sneiete St.
Jean Baptiste de Ruebec, Vo, 9, Feb, 193, devoted comnletely to
attacks n Jews, reprinting the invitations sent by the
Canadian Jewish Congress to the comminity to support the
Congress (reprinted form the levoir): "Tsrael Wants To Fight.n
Articles: "Israel's Influence," "Wihose Fault is Tt =
(that French Canadians do not nccupy their proper place in
Canadian life)?n
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25. Copy of artiele in Oucbec Soleil, Feb, ?8 on the
proposed abrogation of the Ouebec statute permitting sunday
work to Jewish observers of the seventh day Sabbath:

"La province n'a pas le droit,"

26, Artiele in Ye Soleil of Mareh l: "Le Sabbat et
le dimanche, "

27 Excerpts from 8emaine religicuse de Montreal,
March 28 and June 13 on "les Juifs et le dimanche "

28. Mgr, A, Harbour's artiele on M"La semaine du

J r . . - . ar 5
dimanche, Apr. 29«May 6 in Semaine religieuse de Montreal,
29. Letter from Caiserman, March 11, to Congressman

Samuel Dickstein, Washington, about an alleged confession of
a former Vazi apent, Some of 1is statements we could not
verify, .

Acknowledgement, March 11l: "Similar conditions have
been repnrted to me.m i
30, Memorandum nf interview nf Nathan Gorden with
Maj. F. Vey of Hatirnal Educational Youncil of Canada,
March 15, about forthecoming visit of Ue man delegation,
invited two years ago, in series of foreign visits. He
assueed lr. Gordon that no prom panda inimical tn Canadian

£

Jewry would be disseminated in the course of this visit,

31, Letter from Caisemman, Aug. 1, to H, Carl G-ldenberg
re Maj. Ney activities.

32, Letter from Unldenberg, “mg. 2, to Caiserman; Mthe
projected visit of German school children to Canada under
the auspices nf the National Oouncil of Tducation has been
cancelled..ses.The present visit to Yermany of a rroup of
Canadian educationists is not very successfules..lt is far
more likely to result in greater condemnation of the present-
day German situation.® '

33. Letter, YMarch 1), from La Presse, nperating Station
0.K.A.C., to the chaiman of the Canadian Radin Broadcasting
Commission, March 1lli: Station has cancelled program of the
Blue Bird vociety on March 11 upon instruction of Commission.

n

3L, Letter from Caiserman to Dr. A. Brody, Cenpress

T . . )
secretary in lorentn, states actinn is result nf Congress
intervention.




3554 Memorandum from Caiserman, Apr. 3; had wired Hector
Charlesworth of Canadlan Radio Commission about antisemitic
broadcasts during th t three days. Two hours later reply.
Station C.H.L.P. hifhdrawin; objectionable broadcasts at
request of Commission.

: - A AP :
36. Report on :antisemitic Seciete d'expansion du commerce
y e S
de detail canadign,

37 Interview with Imperial Tobaccoofficials, Company
had been attacked in antisemitic press. Officers will

-

C

-

6
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place the matter before 1r directors after securing
legal advice, ' -

38, Memorandum on Caiserman int erview, Nov, 21, with
Gurd Co,

(&)
{‘J

9. Memorandum of rman interview with Coca<Cela
Co., also maligned in anti mitic press.

b)

LO. Letters from Caiserman to N, Cummings, March 20,28,
detailing anti-Jewish items in Devoir last year, including
criticism of Judge Deslaurier's Judgement, Sept, 1932,
publication of anti-Jewish statements by Jeune Canada,

Apr. 1933; anti-~Jewish comments in vmncwt of Bar Association
elections, May 17233; false reports i“rod of refugeco,

J une ~ Sept, 1933; too many Jews ab Université de Ionbréél

)

\

\a

1 Mimeographed excerpt from Bourassa speech in Commons
March 20 on "Juifs et olchevistes,"

Another in English

Another excerpt, "Coaliiion des forces

Another "General Cooperation" and“Jews and Belsheviks
Blamed for Everything,."

to

L2, teport in Canadian Jewish Chreonicle, Mareh 23;
"Quebec Pa pers Duyed by Nazi Agents; Oliver Asselin Unmasks
Anti-Semites." Al50"editorial, "Mr. Asselin's Astounding
Discovery,"

L3, Memorandum on interview of Rabbi Hede Stern and
Caiserman with FW Irwin of Star, Apr, 2, in regard to

excessive citations of Lavery anti-Jewish propaganda such as
the government has banned on the radio,

Montreal, Apr. 6;

Lo Le Bon Sens, Montreal, Vol. 1, no,
headline:

e 8
"Camillien Houde avec les Jui fs et les communistes”
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15, ieport in Devoir, March 3, on "21duste Tavery rowdy
election meeting at which Arcand apcke in favour of his
candidacy for mayoralty, Stc“I helmets maintained order.
Cries of "Down rith the Jews.

L6, Letter from Caiserman to S-D. Cohen, “pr, 11, including
resolution o support nf hoycontt by Hamilton Trade and Labor
Council,

L7. Letter from Caiserman, May 2, reprrting 21 items on
recent boycontt activities.,

L8, Gazette report, Apr, 1li: "Jewish Conpress Versus
Libel Law; Amendment to Provineinl Statutes in Line With
Maniteba Asked; Injunctinn Progedure; Proposal “nables Any
Member of Race to qut Publications or @irculation of
Injurious Matter,!

)

Tn 1232 Bercoviteh and Cohen intraduced 2 measure of

a srmewhat similar charactcr in Yuebec's Tegislative Assembly,
but it was not dealt with,

. Letter from 'fax J. Kohler, N,Y, attorney, May. 1,
eriticizing Congress proposecd 1mendm<1t to the libel 1ct
(Bill 50 of 1934) "I seriously doubt the wisdom of allowing
a civil suit for 11b€1 by any individual because of an attack
on his race, creed or color,"

51. Letter from P. Rercovitch, 'fay 3, ¥C’aiserman re
legislation against antisemitism: ™I do not see what can be
done in “webec this year, at least until we have annther
sessinn which will probably not be held until the end of
the year."

52 Draft of amendment to Criminal “nde proposed by
“athan Yordon , Provosing punishment for uttering statements
likely to cxpm e any person or oroup to prejudice,

53 Letter to P. Bercoviteh, M.L.A., informing him of
a "Grande CﬁﬁfCTrﬂCF sur lecs Juifs®" hy Arcand, with Jnseph
Menard and r. "alluste Lavery, in the paris h hall of Yeotre
Dame du loatire de Villeray on “pr, 19, enclosing free
admission ticket,

(Villeray was an “rcand stronrhold. In the mmicipal
elections nf that month only in the Villeray Ward did TLavery
surpass 4ewlgy177) to 6933, in the ballnts cast for him,=Gazette,
Aproi10),
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Hli Letter from Ald, Max Seigler, president Montefiore
Hebrew Orphans Home, “pr, 20, to Congress about lawsuit
before courts on Apr, 2Li: Christiar . grandmether and Irish
Catholic ‘ederation seek to take child gway from ome though
the Jewish mother wants to have him brourht up as a Jew.

55 The Canadian Democrat, Vol. 1, no. 1, Hay 2, 193),
published month'v by The Fascist Farty of bqﬂ&dn,

56,4 Le danger 4:1°, no.l, Yentreal, Hay, 193l. up.,

similar to the Fatriote with the same unsigned materials
- o~ ’ E -~

and cartoons, with the shield of Les marchands "sécurite.™

57. "Mimeographed copy of letter from Archdeacon F.G.
Scott of Quebec City tn Gazette, May 2, protesting "very
strongly apgainst anti-Yewish campaign which is being waged
in certain sections of this province at the present time,

"In doing so, I am sure I am only expressing the feelings

of a large proportion nf our citizens, The campaign is not
only unchristian, but, and pnssibly this may seem to some
patriots even worse, unBritish, Over and over acain in
medieval tines, the Popes have had to rerrave those whn
were trying to stir up anti-semitic passions in European
countries, Do not let us in “anada fall back into the
manners of the dark ages,

"Tt is quite pnssible that at the present time there
may be some “ermanr;“fvg Ata. behind the movement, <11
the worse if this should be the case, Germany has lost
tremendously in presgtige by .BEinstein'§ having tn leave
his native land and chanee his eitizenship,

"Enpland has always stond as the kind home for these
who were persecuted clsewhere, sheltering Furucanrts or
Jesuits or exnpelled EmMperors. or kinrs, and it has been her
glory that her flag stoed for equal rights to all who soucht
freedom under its folds, This is the spirit which we
wish to preserve in Canada and which the present campaisn
in certain quarters is tending to vielate. !larrowness and
bigntry must not be allowed to take roct in @anadian snil."

58, Letter, Caisernan, lay 7, to A.S. Paull, president
Bnai Brith, objeeting to their establishing a Canadian anti-
defamation bureau, -

59 Caiserman letters to Bnai Brith re cooperation with
Congress, especially in anti-defamation work,

= July 17, to !r. Levinson of Hamilton, chairman of
Canadian Conference Bnai Brith, 3p.
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60 June 21 and Aug. 9, to Herace R. Cohen, president,

District Grand Lodge, no. le.

61, Minute book of national committee on education

March 6

~March 1lj, S. Wiseman elected chairman.,

- March 23

-~ March 28, Letter frcm Rabbi He Abramovitz:he
cannot participate in any propaganda for Jewish education
unless the religious aspect is st

.L 4 S
-Letter of ;PVLJ'iion to neet; £ Aprilii9

:
~April 19, Report on article by Aabbw C. Bender

in Canadian Jewish Chronicle cri ticizing Congress for

meddling in education, S. Wiseman had responded in the

same weekly., Dr. I. Shapiro noted that only 20% of the

Jewish children of Montreal received rudiments of education.,

~Junc 6

62, Caiserman letter, June 6, to A.,A, Heaps, M.P., of

Winnipeg, urging closer cooperation between western and

national offices of Congress.

63, Letter f’om T. Nadler of Shaunavon, Sask., June 18,
i"WétﬁA?r from Dr. R.M. Johnstone to

1S D: minion State Party which is affiliated
ilver Shirts; that is ‘nu Cliy way to

aouie V. orids h

to join with hi
with the Americ
have a true Fascﬁst movement.
Saskatchewan, where many Germans

King had vbJ@Lb d to the P
that a good fraction of Jews are
but still believes in the authenticity

U

al ﬂﬁdy crbanlzpd
and had written
Johnstone agreed,

ne document.,

oA G PR T TR TR T RS ST & g H
6ho up})( 1‘" on ianmily 1 arm settlement Lo LOrI _r. 5SSy ty
~ v o P VAT b -
Y'Io Fallabcjl Le l',; 3 _l(l\x.‘_.)f-:
-N@Ncrangu“ of S.M. Selchen.
~Let to Caiserman, from Ontario Jewish Agricultural
oty Fel 1 dadi sh
Society, Feb, 12, 3p. Yiddish.
~Letter from Association for Jewish Farm Settlements,
’ 5 N Tl
New York, Feb. 23.
1 . LV e = 0Q =oAL S e I
~lLetter from Fanaberia, March 8, and his "lImpressions

of the } DP*”T;_' with the

I
4. 1 7, e | | .
Montreal," March 11, 3p;
~Report by Fanaberia On Placing Jewish PFamllles on
nepory . :
h D)

Farms in Canada by the Congress,
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65, , Report from M.A.' Gray, Wimipeg,  Oct. 22, jncluding
resume of Manitoba Rural Rehabilitation Scheme; resume of
activities in Jewish Colony; minutes of its group settle-
ment committee, July l7.

66, Minutes of Economic Committce of Conpress, ‘lontreal,
Oct. 21 and Nov. 6.

67, Minutes of Crngress delepation with delepation from
Vational Associated Wonmen's Wear Bureau, 'Mov, 12,and draft
memorandun of Agreement with Amalgamated Clothing Workers,

68, Memorandum ~n the Problems of Jewish Youth in Canada
and their Pnssible Solution, 7 p. [ '

69. Letter from '1.J. Caldwell, Varch 21, tn }.P, Sinkinson
of Hrdgeville, Sask,, in rcpard o Sinkinsen letter tn

Adolph Schacter, This letter may convey an impression not
intended: that the ©.0, 7 or S$inkinsen arec antisemitic.

704 Article in Yeveir, May 1, "Pour une meilleure
observance du dimanche,"
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SECTION 5

it Invitation from Dr. Vahum Goldmann of the Comité,dps
delegations juives (Vatad Ha'aratzot), Paris, June 25, to
the Yanadian Congress to a conference at Geneva, Aug, 6=9:
"Owing to the general Jewish situation, it is urgently
imperative that the leading Jewish organisations of all eoun-
tries which are condneting the fight to secure Jewish rights
shall discuss in joint conference the requisite measures for
the conduct of this struggle,

"It is also indispensable that we should investigate
the disastrous econmmic situation of large sections nf the
Jewish masses and discuss the necessary measures nf constructive
relief, Apart from the unrelieved tragedv of German Jewry
the position of yYhe Jews in other countries, owing to the new
wave of antisemitism, has been rendered more and more pgrave
during the past year,

"It may be definitely assumed that the Jewish question
will apgain figure in the debates at the forthecoming meeting
of the League of Natinns in September, especially in view
of the proposal made by the Polish Gnvernment with regard
to the general extension of the system of Minority Rights to
other countries,

"It is therefore advisable that Jewish organisations
should formulate their attitude to all these questions before
the meeting nf the League,

"Besides, the German-Jewish question makes it necessary
repeatedly to direct+ the attention of international public
opinion to this problem.

"The Conference will moreover have to decide definitely
the questions connected with the Jewish World Conpress as the
election to the VWorld Congress that were intended to take
place this year have had to be postponed for weighty reason.

" Tt is intended that the Conferenee shall be mainly ~f a
private character and be devoted to »ractical wrrk, The only
public meetings will be the opening session on the evening of
Aupust 6th and the concluding sessiomn nn Aurust 9th, at
the latter of which resolutimns and decisions adopted will be
announced,

"T confidently hopw that in view nf the general Jewish
situation and the important problems that will appear on the
Agenda of the Conference, your Organisation will be willing
to take part in the Conference by means ~f a delepation,®

24 Letter from H,M, Caiserman, July 11, from Calgary, to
A.B. Bennett of Toronto, regarding Congress decision to
delegate Rabbi Harry J. Stern as its representative to the
World Jewish Congress in Genevag:
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"hat 1is our real prsition? The Canadian Jewish Congress

is committed to participate in a world Jewish Congress --
with the definite provision that we reserve to ourselves
the absnlute rirht of passing on all questinns specifically
affecting Canadian Jewry. This provision places upon us the
obligation of participating in the formulation nf the World
Congress Agenda and also learning exactly who is whe in
the World Congress movement. We also do know that the Polish
Government contemplates to present at the forthecoming
Meeting of the League of Nations a proposal for the extension
of the minority rights to nther countries.
nWJe alsn know that the peneral Jewish situation is alarm-
ing,and we have a richt to conclude that the reasons which
have prompted the organising a World JYewish Congress are
still wvalid.
"Here we received a wire to participate in a conference
to be held on August 6th. 'le immediately see the npportunity
to be able to ascertain the real forces of the “ovement,
and eventually, if at all advisable, to participate in the
formulation of the Agenda of the World Congress. Why not
take advantage of the opportunity even if we have no details
nf the aims of the proposed Conference-- and, not having
such details, how could we contimplatc ton instruct our delcgate
behind the resolutions nf our Crnpgress?
#T.earning that labbhi ¥, oStern is going to Europe,
a member nf our Dominion Executive, an important factor in
our anti-defamation work, fully conversant with every detail
of our entire scrpe and activity -- isn't he the ideal
delegate to represent our Executive in nrder, tn first
ascertain the very questions which you raise, and secondly
te have a say in the preparatery deeisions which we can say
assume will be foarmulated,

"The greater majority of our NDominion “xeccutive members
in the Dominion replied in the affirmative,

"Tn the meantime we have heard from the Luropean
Committee in general lines which crnfirmed what we have
taken for granted.n

b i Correspondence with Chmitc/d'ahtinn 5;annmique of
Brussells, May 10 - Sept. 21; ¥, Singer, sec.

-~ May 10, letter to Congress: "A Committee has been
constituted in Brussels with the aim of onreanizing Jewish
merchants to svstematically boycott Yerman products," and
of seeking an exchange of information on this subject.

« July 27. Letter to Congresss "We propose a boveott
conference on “Yept. 1lst...Delegate from America will attend
the World Jewish VYonference at “eneva, “ug. 20= 25..00000..
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Should lead to the ereation of a central office to direct
and coordinate the various committecs,,.we do not deem it
advisable to have much publicity 3in the press about the
projected conference, If the press clamours too loudly,
it is very prebable that tie German envey will make known
his concern to the Belpian gnvernment. It is better to
avoid such interderence. Aafter the work is dene, we shall
make the proper statements to the press.”

; - August 9, Letter re change of date to Oct. 6; 1.S.,
¥ngland, france, %outh Africa, Pnland, Roumania, Czechoslovakia
and owitzerland will be represented,

~ August 15, Letter, "The 1,5, and Canada de net have
to be encouraged to increase the hoyentt. In our opinie
the Imropean crmntries need this impetus,"

P -Letter from A, H,J., Zaitlin, secretary of the
Canadian Congress boycott committee, Aug. 23: M"Due to lack
of funds it would be impossible for us to send a represen-
tative "

9 File of eorresprndence with Jewish Hepresentative
Council for the Boycott of German Goods and Services, London,
June i -« Yov, 21,

~ Letter from €., Henriques, secretary, June l:
"Tn Lnpeland, we have had to cope with the cowardly

(I use the word with all mnderstanding of its meaning)
action of nur elected representatives; since the outbreak
of the trouble in Yermany this has heen prompted by the advice
of the big banking interests and resneet for the wishes of
Lord Teading and Sir ferbert Samuel, neither of whom have,
to the best of my belief, ever identified their interests
with that of their owm commmity +n a preater extent than
that nf taking the Chair at a fimetion,

“It was the revnlt at the attitude of the elected
leaders that caused some members nf the British Beard of
Deputies tn organise this Couneil. Tl depend on the people,
and we have not allawed any great name in Jewry ton become
identified with the Council except on a pledge nf 100%
boycott mentality.

* T feel bitterly the unwarranted and malicious
attacks on the work nf the dJewish Representative Council made
by the Jewish Chronicle which have been prompted by perscnal
feeling against one of our Chairmen, who srme time ago, was
successful in a libel action against that paper.

W T have been from the very beginning closely identified
with this movement., +t started in a tiny office with non
resources and today it is a vast popular movement rapidly
growing, as our bulletin shows, in importance. ‘

» BEvents have proved that Goering's arrsument to Hitler
when he proposed to call ~ff the persecution nf our brethren
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is only half true as repards bngland, It is stated on, T
believe, good authority that Yoering said 'Don't allow the
economic power of the Yews ton disturb you, The leaders are too
crwardly to wield it and the rank and file are too avaricious
to let it interfere with their businesses.!

w But he was both right and wrong. Only as far as the
leaders over here are concemed was he right., He was wrong
altogether as regards tn the rank and file, probably because
he had no precedent to guide him,

“ T, for one, look upon the boycntt as the first occasion
nf which we have record since biblical times, on which we
Jews are showing our strength as a united people to counter
persecution.”

11, Copy of letter from the Action Against Antisemitism
of the Jewish community of Chaux-de-Fonis, Switzerland, to

3. Weinert of Montreal, June 27: "The proximity of our
country with Yermany and the large number of fugitives coming
ta Switzerland give me the right tn tell you that unfortun-
ately conditions in Germany for the Jewish pnpulation is
WOrse eVery day...e.ee There is no other possibility in the
world but to hope that this German government will be
overthrown one day or the other, and the only way to

fight them is economically."

125 Letter from Zwiazek Kupcov (Merchants Central
Assnciation) of Warsaw, April 18,to Congress:

mJe shall be much obliged to you frr more particu-
lars ~f the Boyeott movement in Canada, and especially
about the attitude nf the Jewish population towards Hitlerism
and the necessity of continuing, by the world Jewry,the common
fight against our aggresors.

& Please consult those Members of ymur Council who are
in touch with the ‘econmmic circles of Canada as to the real
nossibilities at this moment of replacing a number of German
imports by certain Polish gords. For this purpos€ we enclose
a specification of the principal Polish export articles
which you, we hope, will examine care fully."

13s Letter from the Central Association of flerchants
(Zwiazek Kupcow Centrala), in Warsaw, July 3: convocation
of a general conference nf the anti=-"itlerian Boycontt
Committees in Varsaw has become impossible in consequence of
the changes which recently have taken place in East Burope,
Since such an assemblage of all European haveontt committees
is ~f the greatest importance, we have appronached the

Trench Committee which formerly shnwed a remarkable
initiativ: .% sigred bv Eng. ™. Zajdenman and Sen, Rafal

SgereszoiWski .




1. Copy nf letter from Henriques, July 6, tn Non-
Dectarian Anti-Yazi League in “Yew Vork: :

mAfter talking the suggestion of a World Boycott
Conference over with the gentlemen who attended the last
boycott conference at Amsterdam, it is gathered that there
is little likelihood ~f cfP“01ont co-operation except in the
case nf the western countries, America, Ot. Britain, france,
Belgium, S, Afriea and Canada.

*The value nf the conference wonld be in its mnral
effect, i.e, a definite declaration to the world and to
Germany that the Jewish ecrm mnities nf a large number of
countries are united in an economic war against Vazi-ism,
and will entail a large amrunt ~f publicityv."

15, Letter from idenriques, July 3:

Mmiay I sugrest an attack on the Olvmpic pames being
held in Berlin in 1936 be made by lanada., 1 am in commun-
lcation, in my piivate capacity, with members ~f the British
Olvmpic Games ecrmmittee and am doing my best over here,

"It is not generally realised that the sum total
of concession guaranteed by Hitler is 'that there will be

no demonstration igainst any Jew at the Berlin UGames
1936, 1
16. Letter from 4.7.J. Zaitlin, of Canadian Jewish Congress,

July 20, to Henriques:

"Last night, July 19th, Akderman Shubert, a well
known local labour leader, and myself, as the general
secretary of the Canadian Jewish L‘mnf?r‘ess, appeared before
the local Trades and Labour Couneil, and appealed tn the members
to enforee the resolution which was passed at the }j9th
annual convention of the Trades.ahd Labour Congress,
held in Windsor, Ontario, ©eptember 1933,

** The resolution reads in part as followsy
*That the Trades and Labour “ongress of “anada
join with other representative +rade union hodies
bv issuing an appeal tn the members of all affiliated
organisations urging them net tn purchase "erman-made
poods or services so long as the German wrrkers remain
under the heel nf the present dictator. ”

v We were very well received and the res~lution
was adnpted unanimrusly."

48

174 Letter from Zaitlin, July 31,to Henriques:

"I discussed with the Yhairman of onr local
boycott committee the question nf a world econference.
We are both nf the opinion that such a confernece
would prove nf inestimable value, for we believe that
in order to make our anti-Nazi Boyeott effective, the
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organisations throughnut the world, which have undertaken
the boycott, should coonrdinate their efforts.

* Since receiving vour last letter, 1 have received
a cable from Mr., Singer, Pecretary of the Comi t&
Feonomique of Belgium, ‘he cablepram reads:s PROPOSE
BOYCOTT ~ONFRENOE BRIISSELS SEPTTMRBER FIRST,

“The leeal baveott Cemmittee if of the npinimn
that this world boveott conference should be held in the
United States, and not in Eurcpe, for the frllowing
reasons:

- gl 1 A chanpe of venue is advisable, The first
conference being held in Buiope (Amsterdam), the second,
we believe shrul”? he held on this eontinent.

g % On ascount nf the fact that Germany is
approximately 3,000 miles away, the people on this
continent do not, I feel, fullv appreciate the situnation.
We helieve that a conference held on this continent
would give our boycott activities a much needed impetus."
18, Letter from Bucharest, July 25, to Ccmite de
défense des Juifs persecutes,in faris:

"The distance between Bucharest and Brussels .is
so great that, in the lipght of the economic crisis,
we cannot afford it,..e In all Rumania, except for the cap-
| ital and several cities inhabited by a German population
| qaxony),German films are no longer shown, because the

baycott imposed by the Jew'sh prpulation is unanimous....

| Tn repard to the boycott of pharmaceuticals, the boycott
is carried out similarly. We muet note that because of
the avarice of the French, Swiss and Ttalian houses, the
German pyroduets have neot been completely eliminated from
the Rumanian market,..qsIn regard to other prodicts,
the trade balanee is proof of the decline nf imports.
We must imform you that the crmmercial houses in the
comntries concerned have not shnwm the necessary
perspicacity to capture the Rumanian marKet, luch is to
be done in this area,™

19, Tetter from seeretary Me,I. . landau of Bucharest,
July 25, to Wen-sectarian Anti-lazi Leapgue of “ew Vork:
mie have nn obhicetion tn a uniformity of names of
the anti-Hitler committees, but we believe it essential
that all thege eommittees include persons of all faiths.
> But the situation here is different, The boycott
1 committee is a creation ~f the Jewish Party which is
carrying on the work, n peneral the boycott is carried
| on by a part of the Jewish population of Kumania except
. for a good part of the capital where propazanda penetrates
| with rreat difficulty."
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20, Letter fpom Henriques, August 10:

"The question nf an International HBoveott ‘leeting
has resolved itself up tn the present mrment to a sugg-
ested Conference in Brussels on nr abmnt Octnber 6th,

The reason for this date is I understand that Mr, Samuel
mtermeyer will be able to be present. '

" The nbjection to fimerica as the site- for an’
Internatirnal Conference of this sort is that there are
very few countries that can affrrd to pay the exXnensewm
nf sending delepates nver there,

“The Jewish Hepresentative Council is a parti-
cularly demrcratic Organisation and, with the exception
nf Sir REobert Mond, we can count on nebody to whom the
exnense and time of a journey to “meriga would npt be
prohibitive, The Organisation itself has use for every
penny of its iacome and has only managed to maintain a
measure of success by the aid of a very large amount of
free and unpaid work.

“ Personally, I have no experience of international.
Jewish Conferences, but 1 pather from those who have that
very little practical result is to be expected from
them, Where they would be nf immense value is feor prop?-
ganda. Tou know Yapnleon's dictum that 'in warfare two
armies are not trying tn destray eagch, pther: they are
trying to frighten cach other', and the more noiase we
can make about the baycott, the more effective it will
be against Yermany,

“ There is another vastly important matter in which
Canada can help, that is the prevention of vour fellow
Canadians taking part in Olympic pames in RBerlin in 1936,
Can I help yon in any way to put pressure on or to satisfy
yvour Olympic Yommittee that nn Jewish athlete in fe rmany
can under. the present regime expect fair +reatment?

I have done onite a lot of wark in this connection
and am in touch with members nf the Brisish Olvmpic .
(tfames Association,n

P Letter from tenriaues, Sept. 21:

"Tt has been definitely fixed that the International
Boyentt Unnference will be held in London between the dates
of the 6th and the 20th nf Uctober. Would yru kindly let
me have at once, preferably by cable, a confirmation that
delegates from your Organisation will be attending.

Tn the case of thnse countries which, owing to
distance nr other circumstancecs are unable tn actually
send a delegate,it is sugpested that arrangements can
be made for some suitahle member of their community at
present in England to attend.n
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22, Letter from Henriques, Yet. 5
"The Jewish hepresentative Council were reluctantly
compelled o send yru a cable postponing the meeting.

It had been found impossible tn get together a
fully representative Conference which would speak in the
name nf all the Yewish Baycott Nrganisations throughout
the world, and at the sane time to snlist the co-operation
of non-sectarian organisations, the presence of which is
a sine qua non with certain countries.™

234 Letter from Fenriques, Nct. 31l:
"Tn accnrdance with the decisinn arrived at an
international gathering in Paris of representatives from
he most important countries concermed in the holding
of an Tnternational non-sectarian Boycott Conference,
the Jewish kepresentative Council was asked to undertake
its organisation, It has definitely arranged for the
Confrence to commence in London on Saturday evening,
November 2lith, I have sreat pleasure in inviting the
attendance of vour representatives,
“T am happy to announce that the YWaham, the
Rev, YUr, Mrses Gaster, Sir “obert Mond and Samuel
mtermeyer will represent the British Empire and the
In* ted ©tates of AMerica respectively, "

o
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2l Letter from Samuel Untermeyer of ¥ew York,
Nev, 9, to Canadian Uongress:

"T am just in receipt of advices from bngland to
the effeect that the rarticipation ~f Canada in the
Conference, tn begin in London on #nvember 23rd, is
uncertain,

“T hope that there «will be such representati-n
and that it will be nonsectarian; that is t» say, one or
two non-Jewish delegates, together with mne nr two Jrwish
delegates."

25. Tclegram from Henriques, Vove 17, to Congress:
"Essential Canada Represented Boycott Conference,"

26, Telegram from Caiserman, dov. 21, to Jewish
Representative “Youncil:
"Reeret Bxceedingly, for Technical Keasons, Unable Ton Re
Directly Represented At The Boyeott Conference Or Appoint
A VMominee In London Toa Represent 1,8, T Assure You Canadian
Jewish Unnrrcss Pledeed tn Boyeott And Heady To Conperate

mn

27. Letter from Zwiazek Kupcow,larsaw, Aug, 2,

to Yongress:
"nur point of view is that, in view of consider-
able importance of the Luropean countries for the German
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export prlicy and for our general campaign tn combat
this export, it was advisable to convoke the proposed
Conference at one of the “uropean capitals,

“ Tt was suggested Bruxelles as the most suitable
place.

“We are sorry that for some reasens the Canadian
Committee is not able to be renresented at the
Conference. '

“*We shonld like to call yvour attention to the
fact that the Non-Sectarian Anti-tTazi League of New York
could however also claim trn apnnint lew York as the place
for the Conference, as their merits for the common fight
apainst the Hitlerism are 7ery remarkable,

“We would therefore be very ¢lad if vou would
review your decision,"

28. Letter from Ligue Cratre 1'antisemitisme allemand,
of Cairo, Sept. 29, reauesting names of Canadian
suppliers who might compete with German manufacturers.
Another Letter: W"ev, 233 "Our country being mostly
agricultural, we have nnthing to offer you in competition
with Yerman gords, Germany having nffered exchange of
gonds with our country, the principal purchasers of

our cotton, such as England, might threaten to withdraw
their purchascs if parity of import and export is allowegd
to Yermany; Fngland and Uermany nffering here the same®
goods, while England buys double the value of her sales."
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SFCTION 6

1 Minutes of *oronto public relations committee,
April 12,

2o Letter from Lieut. Yov, Jruce, “pr. 26, to
“dmund Scheuer, acknowledging text book of Toronto
Jewish free School: "You have fortunately made it
possible to understand the text without a knowledge

of Yiddish, which looks like a very interesting language,
and it may have the effect of inducing me to learn it."

D Letters from Caiserman tn Ald. J.J. Class,
chairman of boveott committee in Torontn, lay 15 - June 26,
re Ontario firms imperting from Yermanv.

B Printed tentative program ~f the First Canadian
Seminar on Jewish Gentile Relatimns, Torontn, #pr. 23-2L.

Se An Address by His Henor the Lieutenant-Governor
of Ontario, to Herbert &, Bruce, on Yewish-Uentile
Relationships, “pr. 243 +toronto, Uip.

6 Article by Lieut.-Gov. H.A. Bruce of Ontario
in Saturday Night, May 26, "Heritage of Tnlerance."

Te Summary of "An Exploratory “tudy of Attitudes
Towards Jews in the City of Toronto,"by bsther Linbinder,
M.A, thesis, Dept. of Psychology, University nf *oronto,
5 D.

' ™o issues mimeographed Bulletin of the Congress,
undateds 1lst issue - 2 p.

2nd issue = 3 Pe.

3rd issue - Viddish ed. 5p.

Fe Report of Mntario Committee on public relations,
Rabbi M.N. Eisendrath, chairman, June 3, 193, 17p.

10, Circular letter from the public relations committee
of the bnnwress, June 13, to presidents nf Jewish organ-
isation (in Teronto ):

‘w7t is in the best interest nf the Community
that we do not hold large catherings or picnics on
the island, Long Branch, Islington or the beaches in
the fast.

n We know that it is neot in accenrdance with civie
oolicies to restrict certain public facilities.
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" Nevertheless to prevent a recurrence of last year's
regrettable ﬁnoidfnfs, we repeat it is essential that Jewish
organigations of the Community do not hold large gatherings
in any pnrtions ~f the City where such a gathering is liable
to arouse the animosity of certain classes of the Mon-
Jcwish nnpu11+1nn

"ic consider it f preat impertance and urgencv that
this message be explained at meetings ~f your organizations,
and if at all nossible that you cirenlarize this message
to yrur entire membership.n

1is Letter from Winnipeg Congress office to Cagserman,
June 28, Trade and Labor Crnpress of Canada has passed
bﬁVFotT erOWHV«ﬁn, but the majrrity onf trade unionists are
unaware of it, Urge Jewish Congress in Montrcal +o mnbilize

local Trade Tnion Council,

125 G. MacGregor CGrant. "Have We Given the Jew 'A
Square Deal? '" Extracts from q_o(r on in ot, Paul's Church,
Brandon, Man.  Winnipeg, Empire prec S5y UD%

13, Letter from Canadian Congress, June 1, tn American
Jewish Committece: the Hyman law was f(Crﬁf1V passed
unanimous 1y in ”ﬂwltnbﬂ’ni group libel, without any debate,

1. Memorandum on the case of (0, Rabinovitch and the Notre
Dame Hospital, inecluding report in Devoir, June 163

"Grcvu de tnuo les internes attachds aux hobitaux universitaires
a mi 1di, aujourd'hui.n

15. Gazette report, June 16: "Hospital Tnternes -
Dismissed en Bloec Following Strike; ‘Totre Dame Authorities
Take Nrastic Step Against falg-ﬁutﬂ Jew on Staff is Cause.m

16, Star, June 15: "Tnternes nf Hospital Called out in
e ) : )
Strike; Dr. o, fabinovitch Lone Worker in Nokre Dame "

17, Star, June 16: "iill ™11 Places of Striking Tnternes.m

i85, Bloc- Notes in Devoir, regretting the strike which
hits the sick.

19, Editorial in Gazette, June 18: nThe Hospital Striken
20, Report in Devoir, June 18: "1a Greve des internes

de 1'Hopital Natre Dame se continue M
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¥s Report in press: "L'internat a 1'Yopital Votre
. - R & .
Dames La version des autorites de 1lthopital.™

22, Report in Star, June 19: "Jewish Tnterns hesipn Post."

23 Le . Canada editorial by Hdmond Turcottc, June 20;
uThe Hospital Strike" (reprinted in Gazectte, June 22)

2L, Le Monde muvri<rﬁdﬁtnrial, n"abor's View nf Hospital
Strike" (reprinted in Gazette, June 25.

25. , PReport in L'0Ordre, June 19; "Le Dr. Rabinovitch
S€E

demet."
26, Two arf%cl s by nlivar Agselin. . in Ordre:. "la Grév@
de 1l'internat. ;
27, Editorial in Gazette, June 18: "The Hospital Strike."
28. Devoir editorial: "Those interns have not reflected

as they ought to have donej" reprinted in Ga.ette, June 18.

29, Gazette report: "Interns Strike now Involved in
Walk-out on Racial Issues.M

30. nazette report, Junc 19: "Interns Strike Won as

e p g ) . . . 2 ‘ . A v
Hebrew Resipns Yffice; Dr. Rabinovitch Makes Sacrifice in
Order to Avert Crises.™

310 C%'tf‘tr (d'] t(\Il“ﬂ J11_T’\L 2?: ".":'L 'f?in(: .;'_,‘J:ﬂm“‘__e" on
Dr. babinovitch. :

32 Lettcr to the premier of the province on June 19
from Peter Bercovitch, ML, A.: npvidently the (b.glu,
Patriote, Sceurite, Restauratcur and the brord of the dirt-
sheets of this 11k have borne ruit. And this among the

younger rbnrr1+ﬁnﬁ......lwr nrison has been, and is being,
quietly and efficiently disseminated among French Canadians
of all ranks anAd stations....T urge yvou to adopt legislative
means to halt the campaign of vicious calumy and libel
launched against the Jewish race for some vears past.”

Replv by Prime Minister Taschereau to Bercnvitch,
June 203 "This depl orable incident....The whole situation
has bcan terribly mingled.”

33. Copv of announcement in Gagette, Yune 22, of sermon
in Calgary Chusch on "The Chivalrous >nor1+ Manifested by
Dr. Rabinovitch.™
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3, Memorandum from Dr. 4, Stilman tn Canadian Jewish
LJnn;zress, "The Anti-Jewish Strike at the “otre Dame Tnspital
and its Kepression at the the Hntel Dieu Hospital Relative
to My Position, " detailing the reactions of the people

at his hospital, their attitudes to the various aspects ~f
the issue, and the correspendence with the Sncicte vt. Jean
Baptiste repgarding his status in the hospital.

35, "I!'Universite, 1'hopital otre Dame et les Jui fs, 1
in Fatriote, June 28,

36, Gazette report, July 1: "Dr, S, labinovitch Gets
Apprnintment in 1,8, institution: roes to Sinai Tospital
Ia ) Ll 7 3
Baltimore, as Surgical Intern,’

o T , T »
37 "La Pemaine religicuse de llontreal et les Juifs,m
in Patriote, May 29, e
38. Patriote of July 5, headline: M"'Les Juifs a 1'univer-

~ / = .w_
site! Memoire ecauser de mensmnges, "

394 Letter from ‘lauriee Hartt, .undated, to .M, Caiserman,
3p: "I write to y~u because I want tr lighten mv fears

and anxieties, TVhether these fears and anxieties have any
foundation and reality mr not is of little importance.

The fact is that most of the Jewish young men that T speak tn,
particularly those who dn a 1little thinking about the present
and future of their race, suffer frem the same fears and the
same an ,ﬂ cties,

"Tt aprears that we arc heading towards a fearful
storm, in fact, a tornado, as far as the safety of the Jewish
people in the Province is concemed, here is nn doubt in
my mind that we are sitting on the mouth of an aetive volcano,

"ark you, I am not afraid +n die if something
should come that would kill {the Jewish penple, but T am
afraid nf the moral pains and H“V"*om" tortures that we may
have to endure, which is worse than death,

"You 1ﬂHmm Otedly know 1t least tn some extent, about
my activities among the —r,qch people, I dn all my work
under political puise, but in reality I am deing a good amount
of Jewish missionarv wnrk, L dn not know hew crmpetent T
am to do that, although I do notice a change in the atmosphere,
for the better, whercever I appear after the first or second
time.

"T am also doing a lot of wha* might be called
Social Service work for fh:ia *“mbtcz I render them services
which are, in certain cases, ry waluable., Yet I find
that the wave against the Jewish people is becoming, every day,
increasingly overwhelming, an-? feel certain that unless we
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Jews do smmething constructive onutside of our owm circles,
but within the Christian midst, we shall suffer serious
consequences. <~Lanquets, | after-dinner speeches among
ourseclves, patting ourselves on the back will not do us any
good; we must get out and do something.

"ife must find out what the cause nf this slowly-
growing menace is. I understand that this question is as old
as the Yewish people, dating back even before exile, and so
far it has not been satisfactorily answered.

"I frequently ask myself whether this Jewish misfortune
is entirely subjective, or absolutely objective, or a
combination of both,

"Of course, it is a hard task, but we Jews must
prefer hardship to mental suffering, to humiliation, and
finally tn destruction, If it were possible for the ancient
Jews during the feudal Ages to become Ma-Vaphis Yieden in
order to assure our self-nreservation, we must now remember
such tactiecs, and dn such things that will further assure,
at least, our peaceful existence.

"Tf all this hatred against us is entirely objective,
we must do more than withdraw within our shells and bemnan
orur misfortune,

"Tt nccurs ton me that the Jews at nn time in the
history have cnl'ectively attempted tn explain themselves
to their neighbours. I find that even in the present day,
our individuality, our mentality, our character, our standing
in the community, our wealth are wither oveir-estimated or
under-estimated., I find, invariably, that after T explain a
few thinrss to non-Jewish neighbours, either publicly or
privately, they tell me that they did not know this or they
did not knnw that.

" Friend HYeinrich, I certainly do not enwy your position
at the present stage. VYou have my entire sympathy, and T
assure vou T would not like to be in your boots.

"levertheless, the lot has fallen to you, and you
must make such things pessible. You must bring, and T am
sure that you have already dnne so, to the attention of our
leaders that we are in a very dangerous pnsition. I do not
want to enumerate all the things that happened in the last
two weeks at public meetings. You -wst know them as well
as 1 do, if not better. But I tell you with all the emphasis
that I possibly can, that if our wealthy Jews will not give
you the necessary material assistance, all their wealth will
not be worth rmuch in a couple nf years from nnw,
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"T believe that the Jewish Congress must become a |
little mnre extensive. It must have a supervising power on all
questions of publiec activity conducted by Jdews. Tn other
words, it must have the power of sanction so tihat no Yew
GiL1 be ablie tn Spesk vt thoaewiiot vnens enieh Mot ot
public pnlicy, unless he has the approval of the Congress.,

"IT this were possible, the directing force, accrmpanied
with unity of action and wunity of purpese, will avert the
coming avalanchc. Lven if this arrangement be temporary, it
must be done; and every Jew must realize its importance.

This will require a tremendous amount of work ameng the
Jewish people, but again I save: it has tn.be drne,

"As it is, every Jew speaks for the Yewish race,
which is a dangerous prececdent. Ye are unorgarized,
although credited with organization. We are undisciplined,
and we run over ©ich other's head like a bunch of madmen.,

"T consider this more important than all your Federated
Charities, and other stuff which goes to make up Jewish life.

"Please do not treat this matter lightlv, because if
anfhing should happen, everybody will say: . had a :
Jewish “Yengress. Ilr, Caiserman was there. Why wasn't
something done?t T have never been so serious in all my
life nmn any subject as L am on this one.

"We Jewish people apparently work bhetter mnder
stress. e must therefore utilize every fortm, rvery
synagogue, every public meetine, to point out to onr people
the storm that we are heading for, and 3 f the public :
opinion is sufficiently arrused ammn~ our reople, T am sure
that you will receive ennugh co-nperation rut nf the
community to help you in all the things that T have
enumerated,

"I wish you, my dear Heinrich, a bright visimn at
these critical times tn puide you in the proper direction,
in order that our penple may be saved the misfortune that
I fortell,

ni hope and pray that Gnd pgive you enough ENerry
to put all these things into effect, without whi~h 1 am
afraid.,"
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SECTICN 7
1. Caiserman letter to Dr. C. Weizmann, London, June 21,
informing him of Congress decision to conduct drive for
the reliesf of German and otl er Zuropean Jews, 45% of
the proceeds will go to the Dr. Wleizmann Central Bureau
for the settlement of German Jews in Palestine. Would
he please write to the Freimans at Ottawa and otherx
Zionist heads to urge them to aid in campaign.

—~ Letter from Dr. Weizmang, July 13; "I have
written to Mr. and Mrs. Archie Freiman and have urged
them to do their utmost to help in the drive. I hope
they will do so."

2. Letter from Martin Rosenbluth, Central Bureau,
London, August 1 : Freiman wrote to Dr. Weizmann
he "will give C,iserman any assistance to make his
campaign a success.”

3. Telegram from Weizmann to Freiman, Sept. 19:
"pelighted ilear campaign Canadian Jewish Congress for
benefit German relief work how beginning."

4. Letter from Caiseiman, Dec. 138, to Rosenbluth, of
Joint Distribution Committee, New York, reporting
distribution of $12,000 raised to date.

5. Letter from Dr. Josepn Conn, Central Bureau,
Dec. 10, to Caiserman, acknowledging $5,400.

5. Letter from Rosenbluth, July 10, 1935, to Caiserman
acknowledging £3,000.

7. ORT Correspondence file, June 26=Nov. 233
- Letter from Belkin, July 12, to International Ladies
carment YJorkers Union, lontreal, asking for contri-
bution to drive for stricken European JeWrY «
- Letter from B. Vladeck, president of ORT, Aug. 1l4:
"poth the amalgamated and the International
are now starting a drive for the anti~Fascist Fund.
Part of it will go for the United Jewish Appeal. I
don't think they could do anything for your particular
drive."
Reply of protest from the Congress:
Caiserman, Aug. 15, to viadeck:
"phe United Jewish Appeal is not being
carried on in Canada. The A.C.W.A. and the ILGWU
in Canada have nothing to do with the U.J.A. It
is therefore logical that any contribution should
go to the United Cgmpaign launched by the Congress.

10. Minutes of Manitoba erecutive committee, June 27,
re boycott activities. Also report of colonization
Committee: considering ©000 acres at Rosser, Manitoba,
to settle 10 families.

11. Memorandum of Hamilton Ccomnittee on restrictions
against Jews occupying lands and residences, July 13, 8p.
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12, Tetters from Caigerman to Edgar Berliner, July 7,
(from Vancouver) and August 23, about Berliner active
participation in Congress work,

13. Letter from Caiserman, Aug. 1, to Y.W.H.A.;
amazed that their name appears among those who constituted
the Youth Conference against War and Fascism, known to
everyone in Canada as Communist- initiaked and conducted.

- Reply, #Aup. 15, from iss hae Kottenberg, that
Y.W. girls affiliated with the Youth Conference have been
approashed. They have definitely disassociated themselves
from this group.

1. Publicity file of Emergency Agpeal for the Relief
of Ptricken European Jewry, Aug. 22- Sept. 18; Mrs, Ida
Bension, director of publicity. Mrs. Ben Sion was the
former Ida Seigler, editor of the Canadian Jewish Chronicle
who translated Richard Beer Hoffman's Jacob's Dream,

a prologue, from the German (Philadelphla, Jewish Publication
Society, 1946, 188 p,) Sheemarried the Hebrew poet and
Zionist worker in the Orient . Ariel Ben Sion, author

of The Zohar in Moslem and Christian Spain, (London,
Routledpe, 1932. XX1l, 256p.)

15, Mimeographed letter about publicity kit, Aug. 22.
16, News release about campaign opening, issued Aug. 22,
i & 65 Wews release on Lord Heading statement received

by S.W. Jacobs, Aug. 25,

16 News release by S, W. Jacobs on calls upon Joint
Distribution Committee retraining program, Sept. 13.

19, Another message from McDonald, Sept. 18.

20, Press releases, Sept., 10-18, including statements
sent by James McDonald to S.W. Jacobs, M.P,, president of the
Congress, regarding campaign for funds. _

Also letter from Prof, Albert Einstein, Aug, 2L, te
S.W., Jacobs:

njow T would like to accept your kind invitation to
come to Montreal for the Campaign., But T am convinced that
I can best serve the Jewish cause by remaining at home and
devoting my life uninterruptedly to my work,

““As for your very important undertaking aiming to better
the Jewish situation, T permit myself to say the following:

“ What military defence forces represent to the other
nations of the world, the feeling of an inviolable solidarity
offering reciprocal aid mears %o the Jewish people. So long
as we accomplish this ideal and hold it aloft, the Jewish
people will never be menaced by total annihilation,
no matter how brutal and numerous our enemies mav be. And so
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long as we accomplish our brotherly duty in this respec?,

we, by that very fact, make an effective contribution

towards strengthening the idea of international understanding
and international justice, that aim which our Prophets and
Teachers set us as the highest and most essential of our
responsibilitées to mankind.n

2L, Printed letter, Aug. 26, Emergency Appeal for the
Kelief nf Stricken European Jewry, signed by Mark Workman
and Lazarus Phillips.

o2, Congress invitation to meeting nf organizations to
launch campaigh Aug. 21, signed by Jacobs, Belkin and
Caiserman.,

23, Printed appeal for campaign from Women's Committee,
August 30, signed by Mrs. B, Hibin and Mrs, #, Raginsky, Sr.

2l. File of materials of Cwmpaign for Stricken European
Jewry, Sept.
25, File of releases and statements on campaign by S;W}

Jacobs, lLazarus Phillips, Nathan Gordon.

26, Caiserman letter to a rabbi in a community numbering
more than one minyon, in Yiddish, on Oct. L, ™can it be that
all our appeals, letters, telegrams, and registered letters
cannot place on the agenda of your community some measure

of responsibility towards the greatest catastrophe in the
centuries of our history? Yo you not have a nucleus of

citigens thom martyrdom calls to duty in the present difficult
hour for the Jewish people?t

274 Tn YWinnipeg, the regional offices sent a two-page call
to communities for the campaigmn. '

28. File of correspondence with Edmonton, H.A., Friedman,
president. |

29, File of correspondence with Saskatoon, Y,A. Vaisler,
secretary.

30, Correspondence with' Dr. A, Rabinovitch of Kamsack, Sask.

3l File of correspondence with Sydney, N,S5.; C.M.
‘osenblum, secretary of Temple Sons of Israel.

32. File of correspondence with Welland, Paul Adelman,

secretary.
33, File of correspondence with Hamilton, H,A, Minken,
secretary.
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3l File about Windsoys the Hon. David Croll and H.
Rosenthal, correspondents.

35, File of correspondence with Timmins; Samuel
Bucovetsky, president, Bernhard Sky of Hebrew School and
Israel Baruch, tebrew scholar and teacher,

36, File on Sudbury; Moe Ironstone, secretary.

37, File on “helburne, Ontario, S. Kunkes, sec., whose
two Jewish residents sent greetings to President Masaryk
and infrrmed the masonic lodge at Orangeville about devel=
opments in Germany.,

38, Correspondence with Sault Ste, Marie; A,B. Cohen,
secretary.

39 Calgary correspondence filej; Norman Gould, sec.

L0, Cornwall corresprndence file; Archie Dover,
correspnndent.

Kl Halifax filey C. Zwerling, Chairman.

L2, New Glasgow, N,S. correspondence with S. Goodman,
L3. New Waterford file; l,Hamburg, chairman.

Llio Tondon correspondence file, Tsidore Gnldstick, S€C.,

about efforts of Mr, Lerner rc funds from Christians,and
to conduct boycott of Yerman goods, 4#Also printed program
nf lecture-concert with Rabbi Eiscndrath and local choir
and philharmrnic orchestra, Oct. 1h.

L5, Quebec City file, Sydney Lazarovitz, correspondent.

L6, File on Vancouver, Leo Mahre', secretary. TIncluding
printed leafle* invitatirns to meeting Aug. 20, “ept. 12,

L7, Victoria community, 7.1, Greene, secretary, sent
8270, but Mas there is no antisemitism in Victoria, it is
hard to make the Congress an active organizationess.s.with
no actual active work in prospeet, interest is not very
great. - The situation there is so good that the general
feeling seems to be 11et well enough alone.'™ (L. Mahrer).

L8, Sherbrooke file; Mr. B. Echenberg, correspondent.,
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L9, Scrapbook with publicity material of Canadian
Jewish Bongress Emergency Campaign for European dJewry,:
August. £t opening dinner, Sept. 16, the guest speakers
were Dr. Alfons Gnldschmidt, former economic editor of the
of the Berliner Tagehlatt, and the Hon. David Croll,
Mntarioc minister of Municipal Affairs and Public Welfare,
The campaign proceeds were divided between the Joint
Distribution Committee, the Jewish Agency for Palestine,
ORT and the Hicem. The scrapbook alsn contains: ]
a) Toronto Star Rcport of August 22: "Hitler's Downfall |
Not Imminent, Say Well Known Rabbij But Dr. Eisendrath

Sees Germany Soon !'Brought to Knees.,'"

50, Prime Minister Bennett had apreed to open United
Palestine Appeal; a united Zion-refugee campaign would be
appropriate, as the prime minister might not find it
possible to associate himself with a campaign for

German Jews,.

51, File of report letters from H.J. Zaitlin, office
manager, to S. Belkin, July 17 - August 3.

52. Translations of articles on German Canadian Tmited
League of Saskatchewan and on other organizations of Germans
in the west in Der Courier of July 11 and 25 and Aug. 8.

Translation of report of the Deutsche Bund in
Regina and Vancouver in Courier of August 29, and other
items of May 9, August 25 and 29.

Letter from Louis ltosenberg, Hegina, August 27
to Caiserman, on Deutsche Bund on prairies,

Letter from Rosenbere , Nct. 5, to Caiserman,
with Leader Post report that the German"Lutheran
Conference Says Nazis Against Church Principles" and
declined tn sanction affilation with the movement of
(terman clubs favoring the Nazi cause.

53. Statement by the Ligue du dimanche,"Pour une
meilleure observance du dimanche" in Devoir, Sept.2l.

Sli. Gazette report, Nct. 3: M"Antisemitism Not Confined
to Reichj; Canadians Urged to Examihe Beam in Own Hye

Before Condemning; Torontn Clubs Cited; Baptisi Minister,
Returning from Germany, Explains Basis of Hitler's Attitude
Towards Jews," ("Press reports on the German situation
believed to be exapgerated," says Dr, H,",Bingham. )

55, After the Montreal Gazette interviewed Miss Myrtle
Kelly, of Winnipeg, who was arrested while a tourist in,
Germany, Prof. Karl Gerhard, protested the exaggeratinn,
telling how he, while a visitor,was detained in Toronto.
The German League of Canada also wrote to demand an apology
(Gazette, Sépt. 17.)
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56, Correspondence, August, between

Caiserman and Polish Jewish Asscciation re partieipation
in Congress campaign for overseas Jewry, principally in
Poland and in Germanv.

57. Canadian Press Toronto dispateh, August 16:

"Jews in Clash with Gentiles; Infuriated Torente Youths
Riot over Showing of Swastikas; Police Rushed to “illowdale
Park, after Ball Game, to Restore Order.m

58, Ungigned 2-page memorandum carefully considering
the advisability of a meeting of a Jewish group with

Mr, freund following a planned conference of social workers
where radical ideas will be aired by Protestant and
Catholic speakers, the conference having the approval of
Christian Pocial Agencies and of the Catholie Church, The
undated memorandum reaches a positive conclusien following
a elnse analysis,

59. Copy nf report in Regina Leader Post,

Sept, 26: "Anti-Fascist Speaker savs Hall Hefused;
Regina Jews Refused to Let iim Use "ebrew Schrol, Fred
Doner Neelares. M

6074 Letter from OSE in Paris, June 27 to Congress,
requesting grant for its "systematic work nf protecting the
health of the Jewish masses in Eastern Bur~pe, which our
Union had been carrying out for the past 20 years, In times
of economic depression t'e necessity ~f our work increases;
thus it was during the Vlar, soon after the armistice and

at present we are apain faced with one of the mest eritical
mom;ﬂts in the histrry of Jewish life. About 400 of our
institutions are in different countries serving the needs

of children and adults, But in spite of preat sacrifices the
local Jewish ponulation is not in a position to

keep up these institutions. lelief from abrnad has also
fallen nff and the support o Canadian Jewry is, therefore,
most.. needed at this juncture of our activities,

' “We must add that,topether with our old problems,
the events in Central Eurone have brought with them new
fields of activity, namely we had tn include in our program
relief to the German Jewish dnctors and other persons of
the medical profession as well as care of the German Jewish
children. We are continuing our work in Berlin, but have at
the same time opened sumier colonies for the (German Jewish

children in Paris and in bhovno."

1 Letter from 0SE, July 19 to Congress:

"We deeply regret that your community did not find
it possible to support our work, We pointed out to you
how important is is at this junctire to preserve the
health of our people and particularly that ~f the children,
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which calls for special care; our organi,ation devotes
most nf its resources to the systematic work for the
welfare of the rising generation,

'\ Canadian Jewry was always ready to help the less
fortunate brethren in Burrpe. When nreanisine new collections
in the autumn you are again identifying vourself with the
events on our Continent, e arc, therefore, surprised that
you refuse to take an interest in our cause. “hould it
be impossible 4o organise a special cnllection on behalf
of the 0SE, we think it only just that some portion nf the
general collections should be carmarked for our work,"

62, Reply from Caiserman, Aug. 3, to NST: "After
superhuman e “forts to unite Canadian Jewry and establish

a permanent organization to represent 1t, we have met in
Torontn, tnok stock of WrXld Jewry obligatimns, as known
at the time, and after knowing these facts have decided to
conduct an all Canadian Campaign frr the lielief of

Eurpean Jewry, to be distributed on certain lines, which we
cannnt change At oresent hecause we have no authnrity to

dn so.

“As yon may surmise, there is a group of important
Jews, who even nbject to {
distribution, and unless we secure their entire good will
we will have reason to worry as to the result nf o~ur endeavour.

It is for this reas~n that we rannot promise tn
apportion money to your organization of the raised funds,
and we have frankly tnld veu so,.

¥ At the present moment we dare not assume new
responsibilities, no matter how important they are."

the present formula of nonev
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SECTION 8

L Gazette report, Sept. 27: "Religions same at DBase,
Judge Holds; Slaughtering Dispute; Rabbinical Council Seeks to
Restrain man from Marking Meat 'Kosher!' .n

2 Press report, Nov. 15 "'Kosher! Meat Case Petition
Dismissed; Jewish Community Council Wanted anuno+1on to Restrain
Man from Acting in this capacity."

3, Press report, Dec.29: "Status of Chief Rabbi Attacked;
Coutt Studies Move in Jewish Council Action.™

L. Star report; "gvidence on Kosher Meat Case Must be of
Canadian Origin,"

5 Letter from Louis Rosenberg, Regina,representative of the
B!'Nai B'rith Anti-Defamation League, Sept.lL,to the director of
the League in Chicago, enclosing copies of Mexican Government
Confideéntial and secret circulars no, 1V.3/70 - 1VF/653.1

(016) (5-1)/L5L8 and no. IV.32-71) 1vP/653 1(016) (S-1)/L5L8

of Aug. 15, 193 forwarded to Mexican Consular and diplomatic
agencies throughout the world, also Engish translations,

Both documents closed with section 12: "Lastly the
secretary has deemed it advisable to deal with the problem created
by the immigration of Jews who more :than any others,by their
psychological characteristics and morals, by the type of activities
to which they devote themsdlves and the mndesirable results which
thev engage, and in consequence the immipgration of all individuals
of the semitic race into the IPpUbllC is prohibited whether such
as referred in the terms of the resolution dated Feb.l6, 1933,
or whether technical speciallsts, commercial trqvellers, manageis
or representatives of business firms established in the Republic,
emplovees of finance firms and students.

The only individuals of this race who can enter ¥he country
ares
" a) Professional men or professinnals whose entry has
been requested by an automomous university or other official
organization such as refferred to in Section "2" nf the agreement
og Feb.,16th referred to.

b) Artists and prnfessional performers who can comply
with the requirements mentioned in the agreement referred to.

¢) Individuals who wish to come as tourists and whose
social, economic, cultural, literary, artistic, military or
political antccedents ar'e such as our consuls consider worthy of
such exemption.

d) Technicians of any kind inknown in the country according
to the terms established in Section 1, Articla 2, of the Agreement
of Feb, 16th ultimn.

Tn these four excpptannaW cases, the previous authorization
of the secretary must invariably be obtained and a bond must be

! deposited . to insure repatriation. 1Ins ofar as Jews from the
United States are concerned for reasons of reciprocity and
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neighborhood, our consuls may issue documents a ° tourists
upon the strict responsibility of the office admitting them
without previously consulting the Ministry and without any
guarmtee of repatriation, alsn under the strictest responsibility
as given below,

Since the p.olitical identification of a Jew notwithstanding
his racial characteristics, is difficult because of the fact
that this race is spread throughout the world without breaking
its ethical unity, and since they belong in actuality to various
nationalities, the secretary has decided that the best method of
estdlishing .- the identity of a Jew is to require all persons who
wish tn enter the country as an indispensible requisite to declare
his race, his sub-race and his religion, since the professing Jew
may call himself a Jew, an Israelite, a follower of the Mosaic
law or a HebreWeesesesoesss

6. Manitoba. Court of the King's Bench. Tobias vs., Neufeld
et al. (nn. 535/0l) Statement of claim, Oct. 30.

- Affidavit of William Tobias, Oct. 30.

-3tatement of defence, Nov, 21,

- Examination of William l/hittaker, Dec. 28.

- Minutes of Judpgement, Feb., 1935, settled Feb.13, 1935.

fe BExchange of letters between Rabbi M.N. Eisendrath and °
Dr. Norman MacKenzie of University of Toronto Law School.

- Eisendrath, Oct. 26, comilains of lecture of Bickersteth
before League of Nations Society, seemingly pro-Hitler according
to press reports.

- Response, Oct. 37: the speaker was anti-Fascist, badly
reported,

8. C.L. (Chanoine Cyrille Labrecque) in Semaine religieuse
de Qué%fc.

WEnvers les Juifs, " Sept. 20, Pp. 37-39; Sept. 27, Pp. 51~
5, and Oct. L, Pp. 67-71.

J

10, motre Dame de Sion," in Semaine religieuse de Quebec,
Oct. 11, Pp. 83-86.

11 R.P. Alexandre Faure, 0,M.I. "Roi des Juifs," in
Semaine religieuse de Quebec, Oct. 25, Pp. 116-20,

124 "LtAchat chez nous," a six months report, Septe. 17, 1934~
March 17, 1935. 7p.

13 Column by I Rabinovitch in Hagle ~f Oct. 3 regarding
discussion on antisemitism, betwsen Semaine religieuse de

, - - -
Quebec and . Lucien Parizeau in Ordre.
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1. Report in Voelkischer Beobachter in Germany, Oct. 17:
"Canadian Tnsurance Companies accept no Jewish Business. "

15 Copy of letter from Prime Minister R,’.Bennett, Nnv.3,
to MeDonald,:

"With reference to your letter which arrived just before T
left Geneva, and to our conversation in Geneva, I have to advise
you that I have carefully considered the list which you submitted,
and I am informed that at the present time it would be auite
out of the question to permit the admission to this country of
any of those named,

"We have a large number of young, highly trained technicians,
who have graduated as chemical and electrical engineers, and
there is a surplus in the country at the moment in nccupations
which could be filled by the remaining names upon your list.

My colleagues and myself are deeply sensible of the work which
you and your Committee are doing, but at the same time we cannot,
in fairness to our nwn population, authorise the admission into
Canada of a number of penple W ho must either remain idle or
take the places now filled by Canadians, or for which Canadians
are waiting an opportunity,"

16, Meeting of Winnipeg members of Congress executive, Nov.1lO.
M.A, Gray reported on visit, Nov. L, to farming colony 'of Winnipeg
Jews whom Congress settled on the land, BREight families already
moved inj; others expected as soon as carpentry work is completed
on their cottages.

&1y Letter from P. Bercovitch,Nov,19, to Caiserman:
misunderstanding in minutes of colonization committee in regard
to fund which government plans to appropriate; he is awaiting
report about Manitoba proposals in this conneetion.

18. Statement of executive of Congress, Nov.29, in regard

to the threat to religious freedom, to t he liberty of conscience
and to the freedom of the soul under current conditions in
Mexicos also the individual votes of the seventeen members

(13 approving, L abstaining.)

19. Copy of Statutes of Manitoba, 193L, chap. 23 amending
Libel Act, Revised Statutes of lManitoba, 1913, chap. 113,
forbidding libel against a race or creed.

20, Manitoba. Court of King'!'s Bench. Tobias vs., Neufeld

and Whittaker.
- Notice of motions, on Nov, 7, served Oct. 30.

- Order of interim injunction against publication
of Nationalist, Oct. 30, by Chief Justice D.A. Macdonald,
until hearings on Nov.7.
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2y Copy of press report: "Chief Justice Forbids sgpread

of Nationalist; Congress Committee take first step against
Poisonous antimemitic Sheet. Meeting of Congress and B'nai
B'rith had been convened immediately on appearance of Canadian
Nationalist, action by Capt. Wm. Tobias agreed upon. Names

of printers were ascertained, '

22, Copy of press report on case, Nov., 7. Injunction is
continued to the trial.

23 Press report: M"Hearing of Injuction against the Antisemitic
newspaper Canadian Nationalis’ on Wov. 7. '
2l ., Copy of letter of Herman Neufeld, of the Rundschau

Publishing House, Nov. 19, to W, Tobias, vhich had printed the
Canadian Nationalist. As a printer he had no prior knowledge

of contents of this periodical, contents wvhich he finds repugnant.
Undertakes not to print materials libellous of Jews or other creeds,

25 Letter from American Jewish Committee, Nov. 23 to
Caiserman: WWith regard to the Protocols, I can assure you that
we are prepared to place at your disposal such material ms 1e have
available .on this subject. ' - '
) We Jid nobs, as,you appear to assume, submit any "briefs™
to Switzerland. All that we did was to supply our friends over
there with certain documents which we had in our possession. T think
it would be well, in connection with this matter, if you yourself
or some capable representative would come down and talk this matter
over with us and see what material we have,

In this connection you will be interested to  know that

Mr, Herman ‘ernstein- who, in 1921, under the auspices of the Committee

made an investigation regarding the Protocols, and s a result
published an expose entitled The History of a Lie-has just completed
the revision of his book, which he has made under our encouragement,
It may be well, when you come down to New York, to arrange also

to meet Mr, Bernstein, because he had actually personal contact

with some of the people who were active in disseminating the Protocols

here, It may even be possible shat lMr, Bernstein could be called
as a witness in Winnipeg.

Let me say that Mr, James W. Rosenberg, a prominent New
York attorney, who is a member of our Executive Committee, is
extremely_interested, He makes the suggestion that the counsel
who is pushing this litigation postpone its actuval trial until after
the Swiss court at Berne hands down its decision. Mr, Rosenberg
believes that the decision of the Swiss court is bound to be
in our favor, and that it is even possible that convincing proof
that the Protocols were fabricated by agents of the Czarist
Government will be produced before the trial is over,




Mr. Rosenberg also suggests the possibility of our Committee
lending its aid in every possible direction. We have already
cabled to a correspondent in Switzerland for whatever documents
may be avilable at this time regarding the Berne trial. Ve
have mimeographed statements about the trial, insofar as it
has already progressed, and a Swiss Jewish weekly has a very
detailed report of the trial, We are also making an effort to
get the transcript of the stenographic minutes of the case.M

26, Caiserman letter to Action Catholique of Quebec, Nov. 18,
objecting .to their antisemitic reports.

- Reply of MmerHeroux, editor, Nov. 2li: They would print
Caiserman letter, but would be forced to reply and to enter
into an unnecessarily disagreeable discussion unless the criticism
could be made more specific and limited.

27. Congress circular, Nov. 27 about reprint of article on
Germany from New Republic of Aug. 8.

28, Canadian Press report from Toronto, Nov. 23: "Hepburn
Assumes Suspension Onusj in Sursoleil case."

29, Toronto Siar report, Nov. 233 "Rev.Dr.G.A. Little
pefies Jew +to Dismiss Christian; Minister Discussed 'Irony
of Mr, Hepburn charging anyone with Indiscretion!, Denounces
Oroll M

30, Canadian Press Toronto pfeport, Nov. 23: M"Attack on Croll
Ceuses Regrets; United Church Head Deplores Racial Issue being

Introduced.m

31. Toronto Mail and Empire report,Nov. 13: "Dr. Little Dares
Croll to Dismiss Sursoleil on Pchool Vice Charges and Withstand
Wrath of Province; 'Just let a Border City Jew Dismiss a Lifelong

Christian Workert "

32, Toronto Star report, "!'So=-called Christians' castigated
by Premier Answering DI'e (e Iittle M

33, Canadian Press report, Nov. 30; "Hon. D. Croll Rifts
Aide's Suspension; Explanation that Address Mis-reported,

Garbled, is accepted.™

3),, Caiserman letter to the assistant to the High Commissioner
for Refugees from Germany in New York, Dec. 6,rega?d1ng
Mr. Jameé G. MacDonald assisting in Congress Campaign in Canada.

35, Copy of edit. rial in Illustration, Dec. 1&, re address of
Potbi Stechen Wise in MontTeal; Wit is not the crucifixtion.
which is at the root of Jewish-Christian misunderstanding, but

the resurrection.”
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36. Tletter from Caiserman, Nov. 28 to Leo Goldberg,, |

complaining of antisemitic content of pamphlet of the Comm=-

unity Club of Ste. Anne de Bellevue issued by Harpell, ‘
|
|

37 Copy of letter from J.J. Harpell, Dec. 29, to
Leo Goldberg, Montreal, with his views of exploitation
by bankers such as the Rothschilds .and others,

38. Caiserman letter, Dec. 31, to L. Goldberg,
commenting on Harpell letter, objecting to singling out
the Rothschilds from among all the world's capitalists,

39. Typescript report on PFascist groups in Canada, lLp.,
under 10 headings:
1. .Blue Shirts of Canada, reported in Halifax press

(probably fictional).

2. TWhite Shirts of Toronto (evanescent). |
3 .. National State Party, active among Saskatchewan
Germans and Ukrainians, insignificant,

i, Canadian Nationalist Party of Winnipeg,

published Canadian Mationalist for a time.

5. Mosley Party, in Saskatchewan.

6. Parti Natinnal Social Chreétien, headed by Arcand-
Monsrd

T. . Association -es Restaurateurs, published

Le Hestaurateu: )

10, Le Jeune Canada led by Andre Laurendeau and

G.E. Cartier; had held meeting in Apr. 1933 to

protest French Canadian participation in .anti-

Hitler meeting.

L0, Letter from Caiserman to Dr. 'T. Goldmann of Wnrld
Jewish Congress in Paris, Dec. 6, regarding discrimination
against Jewish applicants for fire insurance in various
parts of the country. Percentage of Jews in business being
larger than of some other ethnic groups, a larger number of
fires have occurred on Jewish-owned properties, Studies
have not yet been made because statistics available

only for cases brought to court,

Ll Jewish Youth Council, Vancouver, plans for suevey
and questionnaire, Dec. 1l

L2 Copy of Yiddish letter from Workmens Cirecle to
Hamilton Jewish Council, Dec. 18, withdrawing from the
Council. They are deeply interested in defence against
antisemitism, a menace they see deeply rooted in the
capitalist system., The Comcil is doing nothing in this
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matter for failing to realize its immediagy. Another probable
reason for this inaction is the Council's affiliation with

the Congress which is an integral part of the system,

€ege Caiserman's role in the recent students! strike in
Montreal. 2p.

L3. Report in Devoir, May 1l, * "Pour meilleure
observation du dimanches Le privilege des Juifs."

L. Report in Devoir, Dec. 12: MWLes Juifs et le
dimanche; Les syndicats catholiques demandent 1l'abrogation
de llarticle 7 de la loi dquﬂmanche, C'est la loi

féderal qui doit etre amendée, pretend M. Taschereau,"

LS. Letter from Zalman Reisen of Yivo, in Vilno,
Dec. 26, to Caiserman, abwut current work and plans of
the institution.

L6, Protestant Board of School Commissioners of the
City of Montreal., Annual Report, 1933-3L. LOp.

L7. wA Glimpse of the School Situation in Quebec" in
George M, Weir. The Separate School Questinn in Canada,
Toronto, Rversnn, Chapt. 12, Pp. 174=95.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Leon Cheifetz of Bet Hagdudim in Avichail, Israel,
writes to supplement the information on some of the persons |
mentioned in the first issue of Canadian Jewish Archives. He ~ 1
notes that:

Selinger was a brother-in-law of Yehudah Kaufman
and served as secretary of the Hechalutz in Montreal.

A. Eisner, veteran of the Poale Zion and of the
Labor Zionist Order Farband, was in charge of the demonstrations
at the Monument National Theatre protesting the Beilis case in
Kiev.

A.Velicovitch was chairman of the Campaign for Labor
Israel for a number of years in the 1920's, and then became
active in the Poale Zion.

Aronoff was long a leading worker of the Jewish Public
Library.

A. Mann was the brother-in-law of L. Zuker.

Velvel Sirota was one of the early members of the
Poale Zion of Montreal, but he quit the party on pacifist principldl
whon the party endorsed the Jewish Legion during the First World
War. For many years he operated a newstand on St. Catherine and
Stanley Streets.
I. Figler, f:ther of lawyer - historian Bernard Figler, |
was well known in teaching circles in Montreal.

The Jewish People's University in the Jewish Public
Library was directed by Alexander Chashin, outstanding Poale Zion
ideologist and lecturer. After the October 1917 revolution he
became an ardent communist and returned to Russia. There he was
purged early in the Stalin reign.
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1. Letter from J.G. Shearer of House of Commons, June 2,
to Archbishop Paul Bruchési of Montreal, asking the
archbishop to convey to Laurier his (Shearcr'!s) oppositiox
to the clause.exempting Jews from the provisions of

the Lord!s Day Act under certain provisionse.

etter from the archbishop, June 4, to Laurier trans-
mitting Shearer letters,

scknowledgement from Laurier, June 8, to the archbishop

Ietter from Archbishop, June 3, to Laurier on the
proposed exemptions for Jews:

"Ts there any justification for it? Why make an exemption
in favor of Jews in a law of general interest? It
is generally admitted, I believe, that Jews have no

ic mnmkmzmmmvmﬂdm;&mmﬁws.:%mctSdmmm
observers are rare among them. They live in a Christian
country; why should they not observe its comnon law?
Freedom of conscience is not in question here. The
exception proposed would set a bad example.

1Tt is true that article 11 includes certain restrictions
cipld which would protect the Christian and the Catholic
14 who might be employed by Jews. But would these restrictions
be effective in practice?

=

"'e have 25,00 Jews in Montreal; we may have 50,000 of
them before long. They will constitute a force against
which we ought to be on guard. As for myself 1 see
grave inconveniences in this privilege which is pro-
posed for them. It will lead many Catholics to seek

to earn more money by working on Sundays for a Jewish
employer...You will know what steps to take in such

a serious matter,”

" eply from Laurier, June 16, to Archbishop B ruchesi
}
n] differ from Your Grace on the question of the Jews,
I tend to protect minorities, by instinct or by
tradition, and I have had several occasions in nmy
political career to defend them.

"The clause about Jews is not fully to my satisfaction
and may be modified. put I must tell you in all
frankness that I fully approve the principle that 1s
incorporated in it.
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"Furthermore, I also feel that French Canadians have
much to gain from showing the greatest tolerance

on every occasion, There are many cases where this
line of conduct will be of great help." (Public
Archives of Canada, MG 26 G, vol. 415, Pp. 110869-73;
vole L16, Pp. 111156-62) '
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1. Baptiste Ouvrier, "L'Observance du diwanche et

les Juifs," in Chicoucinii, Le Progrés du
- -

Saguenay, karch 2:.
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1. Articles by G.B. Sack in Jewish Eagle,
- Oct. l4d: "Imaigration and Class Struyyle in Canada, " |
on pro-iwaigracion address by Jewish delegate at ‘
Trade and *abor Congress ,

- Nov., 1l4: "Oblin and Saauel," on lr. Herbert's
caodwients on educacion in HManitoba, made at lontefiore
Club in Montreal

- Nov., 24: "Jewish Criuinals in Canada, " on anti-
seiiitic article in a Montreal Jrench language news-
naper.

- Dec. 17: "The Proposal of the Liberal Party; Will
we llave a Jewish KAepresencative in Parliauent?"
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i 95345

"Jews in Canada, " in Cincinatti The American Israelite,
March 2, P I. On the school question:

"Some years ago Jewish teachers demanded that they

be engaged on the staff of the public schools. The
Protestant board flatly "2fused to honour the request,
contending that Jewish school teachers would not be

in place in Protestant schools, although religion is
not taught in those schools. A body of prominent Jews
formed to champion the cause of the unemployed teachers
and they further acked for representation on the
Protestant koard of school commissioners.

"The controversy was kitter. There was even talk of
raising a third panel to maintain schools for Jewish
child ~n only. The project, however, seemed too ‘
venturesom2, #Fir 1lly the Legislature was appealed to-
and the ‘dispute was settled in favour of the rejected
teachers, but there are as yvet no Jewish members on
the 'Protestant Board of School Commissioners, "
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2. Letter from S,W, Jacobs, April 7, to iMackenzie King.
"I enclose memo about Mr., Mortimer B. Davis, which may
be of yse to you in your interview with the Chief.
May I expect to hear from you by Monday with a report
of your mission."
- Memorandum on iKr. Mortimer B. Davis (2 p.):
“idr., Mortimer B. Davis is the leading Jew in Canada.
"He iéidne-of-the largest contributy xrs in the district,

not only.to . Jewish but ;to Christian charities and
philanthropies. |

"He is the founder of the Mount Sinai Sanitarium at -
Ste. Agathe, which maintains, free of charge, tuber-
cular patients, irrespective of race or creed.

"He has been President of the Baron de Hirsch Institue, -
the prenier Jewish organization in Canada, and is
“hairman ‘of the Baron de Hirsch Fund in Canada, which
subsidizes the Jewish agricultural colonies in Western .
Canada, and subsidizes Jews who are prepared to take 5
up farming. He is one of the largest contribuwcrs to the
Pa’.riotic Fund and, in co-operation I think, with Sir
Clifford Sifton and Sir Herbert Holt, made a large

cash contribution for the purchase of armored motor
cars. He is on the executive of the Patriotic Fund.

"In every matter concerning Jewish welfare, he is to

the fore, and has subsidized the Jewish Daily Eagle,

and the Canadian Jewish Chronicle,which endeavor to

uplift the standard of Jews throughout Canada, by |
teaching them their duties as free citizens in a free
country.

"He organized the Russo-Jewish Relief #und, which so
far has transmitted about $100,000, to the general

fund in London, of which Mr. Leopold de Rothschild
is the Treasure:.

"He is at the head of the Imperial Tobacco Co., which
business controls assets of about $40, 000,000, and
employs an army of men and women. Before the war,

about 6% of the entire revenue of Canada was contributed
to the Dominion Treasury by this firm, in excise

duties, etc. He is the‘President of Corby Distillery
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Co., of Belleville, one of the largest distilleries
in the country.

"He has large mining interests in the Porcupine
district, and is on the Board of many undertakings,
among tham being the National Car Co., of Hamilton,
Ontario. :

"He has been a Director of the Union Fank, but retired
therefrom some time ago. |

"Socially, his position is second to none in Canada.
He belongs to the entourage of H.R.H, the Duke of
Connaught, and is a close personal friend of Lord
Shaughnessy. His wife is one of the most charming
ladies in the country, and cooperates with her
husband in all his charitable undertakings.

"He maintains pal~tial residences in Montreal, and
in various parts of the country, and his generosity
is proverbial.

"He has been a heavy contribu I to the funds of the
Liberal Party, and can always be relied upon when
solicited.

"His business interests bring him into contact with
many of the leading men of the United States and
England, as he is directly connected with the tobacco
industry in these countries. His name has been
mentioned for many years as a probable recipient

of hnours, but so far he has had nothirg fxom our
Party. His selection for knighthood just now would
mean a compliment to the entire Jewish community
throughout Canada, which nrmhe.s 2Vl 200,000, and
all of whom are deeply interested in him, his

name being a household word in their families"

(Public Archives of Canada, King Papers, Pp. 287 388-40)
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Letter from S.VW, Jacobs, July 4. MacKenzie King
inviting him to a summer holiday in the "Lower
Provinces, the land oi Evangeline, Kyte and Carvell.

"You will remember iix. Mark Workman's invitation to
inspect the Sydney plant. I know this would be of
interest to you. As for me, I have never been beyond
St. John, and should like to go as far as Halifax,
and Prince Edward Island. I am sure I would get a
good reception wherever I went, were I accompanied
by you, so I am somewhat selfish, perhaps, in asking
you to be my cowmpanion,"




78

- Reply Lrom King, July 7, Lrow Kingsiere,

"I can vdl iwacine the pleasuare there would be in
sharing a vacation wicl: vou in the marsitcime provincese.

*“Tvio or three vhar aco, Mr. fisher and I were the

G
guests of Sir sfredericl: Borden at Canning, and by hold-
ing political wmeevings in dififerent paris Of Jlovh.
Scotia we were able to couwbine a lictle camoaigning
with sight.seeing in the very paris you sugygest.
Recalling how delighitful thal trip was, and knowing

hoti corgenial I find your society ac all ciaes, I
should indeed be happv o accepc che invitacion you

have extended, and accoipainy you ’ LO siova
Scotcia and Prince dduard Island during .sugustc, were

wy plans for che swarer 0t already definitely Lixed.

"I au spending this wonch of July at my litcle

cottace in Kingsmere, couwtinning the wWork 0i research
on wiich I have becn enyaged. I have invited wy Lfather
and wother to spead parit of the month of Auyusc wich
e ‘here Phey are noch well on in vears and are
looliing ;orward cO ;ho;r being here with not less
pleasure. than .yselc ithat rewains 0L Augustc

aiter their wvisic @q ended 1 shall have to-put in

Worth Yorl:. as I have been very little in touch with

that constituency this year. _
¥ s making ano;yer trlg to the 'est 1n September,

so that there is practically no leeway in myschedule,

"I cannot regret this too deeply. At the same'time
I do appreciate your thought of me as a companion
for a summer outing. Perhaps some day we may be
able té take this trip together, and I should be
doubly pleased 1L, as was the case when ir. fisher
and I were together, we might turn it to advantage

politically as well as socially.”

~Letter from S.il, Jacobs, Aug. 25, to viackenzie
Xing.

wants to know whether you would
netime during

' liark Workman

like to go down to Sydney iMines sOI
the month of September.
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e told me that he will place his private car at our
disposal. It has four comfortable beds, and a bathroomn.
tie wants to be in Sydney when we come. I should like
to pick up Carvell on the way.

"WWe might do a bit of propaganda work when there,
becsuse I undexrstand that Kyte's seat, which as you
know, now comprises Sydney, is in extreme danger,
The Tories are training their big guns on it, and it
will require all our efforts to pull Kyte through.”
(Public Archives of Canada, King Papers, Pp.2743-46)

-~ i .

3. Letter from Isadore Levine of Glace Bay, dated ilay .

22, in Canadian Jewish Chroanicle reporting that provincial
high*schocl examinations were tc be held in the

province on a Saturday.

A year earlier the superintendent of education respond-
ed to a similar complaint: "It would involve everlasting
trouble to accomodate themselves to the obsexrvances of

a small, diversive and unnecessary sect." None of the
Jewish students took the Saturday examination.

In 1922, Premier J.C. Douglas was informed of the

plan, and he made a strong statement in the Assembly.

He called it "a grave injustice to the Hebrew citizens
of the province, of whom there is a large number in

the county of Cape Breton." The Council of Public
Instruction. authorized that another set of examinations
be given to' the ilebrew students on the Monday following
the Saturday exaninations. :

4. Address by Rabbi S. Jacobs of T E‘nto on""he Jews
and Patriotism," before the Empire of Canada in Toronto
on iMarch 9, in Empire Club Addresses, 1915-17,Pp.,119-23,

5. Report in Canadian Jewish Chronicle, June 9, of
meeting of City Council. A delegation led by Bishop
Farthing stated, "If the mambers of the Jewish community
are not satisfied with the administration of the
Protestant Board, no serious opposition shonuld be
raised to the xepeal of the act of 1903, in orxrder that
the Jews of Montreal may seek powers to organize and .
manage their own school system., If the Jews do not
feel abic to take this step at present, the existing
system, which is certainly being inanaged with great .
fairness to the Jewish element, may be continued

until they feel able to take over the education of
their own children,"
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v, Lettex from Controller E,W, Villeneuve, to
Canadian Jewish Chronicle, same issue, regretting

that the city Council refused the Jewish request that
a Jewish alderman be appointed to the Protestant
School Board.,

"Your efforts aroused the opposition of a very
influen:ial and highly respected portion of our
citizens whose representations in the Council
succeeded in defeating your object.... A consideration
of all the aspects of the case will show that there is
but one consis tent line of conduct open to you, and
that is the formation of a Jewish Board of Education.”

7. Editorial in"Chronicle,” 'No Jew on the Board'".
"Our rabbis from now on will effectively work to
have the 'conscience clause' absolutely respected
by the Commissioners, principals and staff of the
Protestant schools, Jewish children must be sent to
the playground during religious instruction, or
rabbis must be brought to instruct them in their

own zeligious tenets during thr same period....No
longer Jewish children acquiesce to their teachers'’
requaest Zo study the New Testament, on penalty of
loss of wmarks....1f Jewish children absent themselves
on their holidays, their marks for the week should
be reckoned for the days they were present.”

3. Editorial in Ott- w2 Citizen on“Mgontreal School
Probleir" reprinted in this issue of Chronicle. It
notes that at the meeting of the Montreal Presbytery
"it was pointed out by several that the 11leged object
of the effort to secure Jewish representation on the

: board was the eventual elimination of =alli Cuxistian

| tesching - = conclusicn that must appcar far-fetched to

those f-r enough removed tfrcm the scene.

‘ 9. Editorial on "The Public Schools” in the Gazette,
| reprinted in the same issue of the Chronicle,
l

10. Report in ©¢=nadi = Jewish Chronicie of recruiting
| meeting, June 5 (announced in Chronicle of June 2)

-£ Baron de iiirsch Institute for the formation of a
Jewish comp-ny »ttached to the 206th Battalion. Lyon
Cohen spoke under the ch irm-nship o: Louis Lewis.
Spe-kers included Lieut. Marcus Sperber, Capt. Isadore
Friedman, The appe~l that w-os c1rcu1ﬁted at the
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meeting include the names oi a number oi ilontreal
Jewish volunteers. Also report on the anti-semitic,
articles in Le Bulletin edited by Pigeon, e.q. '
"Dogs and Jews". Pigeon was the candidate whom
Peter Bercomit!i had recently defented.

Also announcement of first literaryevening orf the
Authors' Club, featuring liym3n Edelstein on "The
VYiddish Writer as Guide of his People" znd S, yepom
who:will recite a poem he had written for the
occasion. '

Also report of meeting at lonteiiore Club to discuss
the proposal for a federation of charities.
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1. Prof. Lionel Roy. "Impressions de Jérusalem, " in

Semaineilrgligieuse de Québeg,vol. 35, no. 34, Apr. 26,
1.925, Pp. 557-:0,

|
: 4 Letter from R,S, Cromie of Vancouver Sun, June 27,
| to Mégxenzie King, regarding sending Aaron Sapiro

to Western Canada as agriculture expert.

3. Letter from the Hon, Peter C. Larkin, Commissioner
for Candad in London, Oct. 22, to Prime Minister King

enclosing note from Lord Templeton: "I am sure you

have neither the time nor the inclination to interfere
\ in thé quarrels between the Jews and the Arabs in
Palestine."

-Reply from F,A, McGregor, private secretary to King,
Oct. 26, to Larkin; "Mr. King shares your opinion that
it is just as well not to interfere in matters of -
which Miss Broadhurst has written,"”

(King Papers, Ppn., 75367-68)

4. Letter from lir. Philip Baker from the Office of
the Lord Privy Seal in London, July 27, to
ijacKenz.e King, recommending that Canada admit some
of the Russian Jews who were refugees in Poland at
this time. He enclosed a memorandum, dated July 27,
about the work of Dr, Nansen for many of them.

“Russian refugees in these territories,who fled from
Russia for political reasons, and who einca £ailing
2 . comply with the Soviet regulations, have lost
.their Russian nationality. The Polish Government
recently announced its intention of expelling these
people, that is to say, obliging them to return to
Russia. '

"Dr. Nansen's representatives were successful in

' securing a delay in the execution of this threat,

and the Polish Government agreed not to expel any
Russians before September. In the meantime Dr. Nansen's
representatives promised to make arrangements for as




83

many refugees as possible to be received in other
countries, and to endeavour to secure funds for their
evacuation from Polish territory. |

"The Polish Government attaches gréat importance tc

the success of these endeavours by Dr. ilansen's
representatives, because it would greatly strengthen g ..
their position against their own extremists if they

could explain that they had, while deferring to Dr.
Wansen's wishes on the one hand, also on the other

hand benefitted by arrangements which he had been

able to make for reduc1ng the number of refugees in
Poland. :

"So far Dr. Nansen has arranged for considerable
groups, both of Russian workers and of Russian
children, to be received in PFrance and elsewhere.

It is, however, very desirable that the number whose
eracuation he secures should be increased., It would
bé of immense advantage to him if he could say that
he had received authorisation from the Canadian
Government to arrange for the entry into Canada of
any number which might seem possible to the Canadian
authorities, The larger this number might be the
greater its assistance to Dr. Nansen, A grant of |
even a few hundred visas, however,would be of value.

|
"It should be added that Dr. Wansen's agents in Warsaw |
are reliable people who would only send the sort of

refugee which the Canadian Government might desire

to receive, i.e, refugees that would be of real economlc
value to the country."

-Acknowledgement from King, Aug. 18, referring the
matter to the Ilon. Robb, newly appointed minister of
imnmigration. (King Papers, Pp. 70477-500)

5. Memorandum from Department of Immigration and
Colonization, Sept.7 about immigration of Russian
refugees to Canada, including these paragraphs
about “Russian refugees, mostly Ru351an Jews, now
in Poland is desirable:!

(Kijng Papers, P,78699)

"The Polish Government about two years ago stated

that they would have to close the Russian frontier

unless these refugees were allowed to proceed to

Canada and the United States. I understand that some L

al4 i s S
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months ago the Polish frontier was closed, and that
there are upwards of a million of these refugees seeking
homes in the Western world. They cannot enter the
United States except in small numbers provided for

in the quota law, Canada is, therefore, asked to
accept them,

"Je have already received ‘quite a large number

during the past fwelva months, We took 200 Jewish
children on one occasion and the Jewish Immigrant

Aid Society had now promised to bring to Canada

another 150 Jewish orphan children, It is manifestly
impossible for Canada to open the door to the tens of
thousands of these refugees. However, this view is not
based on racial grounds, but on our own inability to
absorb them, ’

"Already there is an outcry against the flood of
foreign immigrants taking shelter in our cities.

If the refugees were of the agricultural classes and
had relatives or Lrlendo on Farms in Canada where
they could f£ind homes and employment, there would be
no difficulty. However, we have to meet conditions
as they are," iy

6, Gérard Malchelosse, "Premiéres organisations
juives au Canada’ in Revue nationale, vol.5, no. 10,

Oct., 1923, Pp. 301-9
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Letter from Prime ilinister King, to Samuel i, Ogulnik
of Montreal, Dec, 1, acknowledging Qgulnik letter of
fov., 28:

"I appreciate not oanly its kind personal references
but even more the helpful suggestions which it
contains,

"I agree with you that the attitude of Mr, Maighen
and many of his Party towards !'foreigners' has acted
as a deterrent to immigration, and I think you are
right in urging that this circumstance should be kept
to the fore. Were I making a speech oif any length
on Wednesday evening, I would follow your suggestion
and make a reierence at that time to the subject of
immigration, iy present intention, however, is to
speak very briefly, and mostly in reference to Mr,
Cardin and the present position of the Liberal Party.
(King papers, Pp. 20094-95)
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l. Coded telegram from E.R.E. Chevrier, Oct. 11, to
Mackenzie King at Port Arthur, to the effect that
"Prciman refuses to help ua and may yet take
active antagonistic stand against. us because of
treatment meted out to his wife by the minister of
national defence on the occasion of Haig's visit.
Can you do anything to smooth over ? Lie also states
he is waiting outcome of alleged order in council,
supposedly passed by Raobb for the prevention of
Jew.s' iumigration, to organize with his wife the
Jewish vote throughout Canada against the government,
Unable to obtain here any information as to
alleged order in Council. Please advise. Prospects
continue to indicate a harder contest as fight
develops here. Anxiously awaiting definite yord: -
you will speak here."”

Telegram from Xing, Oct.l2, to Chevrier,

miould advise having Jacobs write or phone gentleman
referred to your telegram. Stop. ilinister Defence
absolutely innocent in matter referred to, Difference
arose between officers in charge of visit generally
and leaders local organizations. Stop. llinister

did best to show Covernment's desire to have person
mentioned duly recognized. Both were invited state
dinner. I know of no order such as is mentioned. A
positive there i35 none. Stop. Better have Gordon

verify this. "

Memorandum from L.C.M. Prime Minister's office, Oct. 26,

"I phoned Hr. Freiman explaining that the Prime Minister
has been endeavouring on Sunday and Saturday to reach
him by phone and that Hr. King hoped to have an early
oppdrtunity of talking with him., I also stated that .
ﬁr.,éhevrier had not spoken to Mr, King about the
matter mentioned in the attarhed correspondencg."

... {King Papers, Pp. 96379-88)
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Personal and priv e letter from Mackenzie King, Oct.
15 from Parry Sound, Ontario, to A.J, Freiman, Ottawa.

"I have been much distressed to learn through a £riend
in Ottawa that there was some question as to the
support which x Party might expect from Mrs. Ffreiman
and yourself during: the present election, and this on
account of some slight to which it is alleged irs.-
Freiman was subjected by the Minister of Defence at
the time of Lord Haig's visit to Ottawh, and to which
it is also alleged-I myself was a party. GRS T

-
)

"May”I at once say that the letter which I have Just
received is the firstintitation I have had of any g |
possible occuy mce of' the''kind,: ‘Had I known that
there was anything of the Kind 'in the thought of “
either Mrs."Freimah~dr1yourself; I .should t.ave Yéen
the vowy first to ‘dome ‘direct to yourself with a
view to discovering its origin and to seek to make
due amends for whatever might have occasioned a '
possible’feeling on the part of either of you.

"I recall that when Earl Haig visited Ottawa there
was some guestion about the programme for his
entertainment being taken charge of by local
organizations in Ottawa, and that the iiinister of
Defence took the view that, as the Governmeént had
Fpproprlated a ‘sum of moncy for Earl Haig's entire
Canadian visit, “the admlnlstxatlon of that amount
should be in the hands of officials of the Department
who would have charge of arrangements with respect |
to the visit from the Atlantiec to the Pacific:Coast,

Beyond ‘this, and learning subsequently from Mx. -°

MacDonald that he had' 'explained the situation to. Mrs. |

Freiman, as I understood at the time to her satis- |
faction, I have no knowledgc or recollectlon of what |
took place. o

"I recall thrt at the official dinner given by the
Government to Earl laig, your own and irs. Freiman's
names were among the one or two exceptions to what, -
in‘other particulars, was the 'so-called official ‘list;
and that this exception was made through a desire on
the part of my colleagues and myself to see that ° .._
recognition was accorded Mrs., Freiman on account of her
more than exceptional interest in the well being of the
War Veterans.
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I am indeed sorry %o know that apparently there has
been some circumstance or factor of which I am not

yet aware, and which may have occasioned displeasure
to Mrs. freiman and yourseli, Should such be the case,
I hope you will not reach any decision with respect to
your attitude toward the Go.ernment until I have an
opportunity of having a word with you myseltf,

“"As you well know, I have always looked upon lrs.
Freiman and yourselfi as the truest and best of friends,
and, apart from Party considerations altogether, I
should resent very strongly any action on the part of
anyone connected with the Service or the Covernment
that could occasion either of you the least concern.

"I do not mind saying, privately, that the Department
of Defence has occasioned me no end of anxiety in
different ways. Its personumelis all but completely
Tory, and whether it is unintentional or not, there
seem to be few occasions where embarrassment can be
caused that embarrassment does not arise., I fear
that something of the kind has happened in connection
with Lcrd Haig's visit without any knowledge on my
part.,

"Too much hangs upon the next five years to permit

any of us who believe in Liberal principles and policies
to risk, for any other than the strongest reasons, the
loss of a single seat in the present campaign. I

hope yoi: and Mrs. Freiman will believe that I regard
your influence as sufficiently great to make,
according as it may be directed, a change Lrom one
side to the other, under existing conditions,

a possibility. I cannot urge you toOO scrongly, as

I am sure you wil! not to allow a personal matter
which, so far as the Government is concerned, has
been wholly uawitting, to influence your point of

view adversely toward the administation. I am sure

you will not.

"pA-haps my friend in writing me has exaggerated the
fears he entertains. I much hope this may be so,
and that my mind will be relieved when I see you,

as I trust I may have the privilege of doing, during
the course of the next few days."

(King Papers, Pp. 97619--21)




2. "La question juive"

Oct., P. 2050.

3. "Un fiéf isradlite"
Nov., Pp. 318-19,

4, Roy, Lionel,

"Jerusalem de nos jours,"

in

in

de Québec, Apr. 2, 1925,

89

Action frangpise, vol, 14,

Action frangaise, vol, 14,
A%}

in semaine relggieuse
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1926

1. Leo Pelland, "Wotre législation scolaire et los -
Juifs, in Revue du droit, vol. 4, no. 6, Feb., 1926,
Ppo 321"‘32.

2. A. Harbour, "Les vues animées," in Sémaine religieuse
de.uonﬁ:ca;vpl. 85, no. 17, Apr. 29, Pp. 259-61.

3. Editorial in ‘Semaine religieuse de Québec, May 6

P. 562: “"Attitude énergique et salutaire,"” On
censorship in Jewish-owned cinéma.
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1,92 7

1, Jacques Brassier ‘(nom de plume of Abbé Lionel GZoulx .
“Veut-on nous pousser au Lfascikme?" in Actlon francaise,

vol. 17 Jan. Pp. 25-27

2. Rodolphe Laplante. "Quelques chiffres éloquentes, "
in'Revue nationale, vol. 9, no,2, Feb, 1927, Pp., 37-42,

3. Jeanne Talbot. Ce gpe“femMé veut...pour le triomphe
de la modestie chrétlenne. Montreal, Oeuvre des

tradts. 15 pe .
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1 928

1. Me.Antonio Perreault. "Question des écoles" in
Devoir, Feb. 25 and 27. A ' il g

- Report in Devoir , March l: "lLa situation scolaire
dans la Province de Québec: La portée du dernier
jugement du Conscilprivé: Opinions de iM.M, Lafleur
et Bercovitch."”

2. Proceedings aaxd Report of Select Standing Committee
on Agriculture and Colonization, House of Commons,
March 8 - June 6.

. g . . P . .
3,"Regime scolaire dans le Québec)in Action
canadienne-franc2i1sey, vol. 19, 1928.

Abbé Antonio Huot. "En Terre Sainte, notes et
impression d'un pélérin, " in Semaine religieuse de
Québec, vol. 40, no. 45, July 5, 1928,

Pp. 706-9; no. 46, July 12, Pp. 722-25: no. 48, July 26,
Pp. 758-63; no. 49, Aug. 2, Pp. 770-74; no. 50, Aug. 9
Pp. 786-90; no. 52, Aug. 30, Pp. 834~37: vol. 41, no.3,
Sept. 20, 1928, Pp. 34-38; no. 4, Sept. 27, Pp 51-55;
ro, 11, Nov. 15, Pp. 162-66; no. 12, Hov. 22, 178-82;
no. 13, Nov. 29, Pp. 194-98; no. 14, Dec. 6, Pp. 210-14;
no. 16, Dec. 20, 1928, Pp. 242-48; no. 18, Jan, 3, 1929,
Pp, 279-83; no, 19, Jan. 10, Pp. 292-97, and no. 21,

Pp. 323-26,
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19209

1. Gerard Tremblay. "ILmaigrés et arriérés, " in
Vie Syndicale, vol. 5, no, 12, Oct. 1929, Pp. 4-11,
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2. Following the anti-Jewish riots in Palestine, .

M. Gelber, of Toronto, president of the Central Division
of the Zionist Organization of Cynada,sent a telegram
on Aug. 26 to Prime Minister Xing,

"Toronto Jews mourn loss of innocent victims in
Palestine., Feeling here stronger measures should be
taken by liandatory Power to maintain peace and protect
Jewish rights. Pray your intervention of behalf of
Jews with mother country and League of ilations."

- The prime minister was given the telegram the
following day with a draft reply:

"The press reports that ships and troops are being
rushed to Palestine from various lediterranean areas.

I have no doubt that everything is being done that
could be done. The fundamental difficulty is due to
the Zionists .themselves who have insisted on trying

to establish a Jewish state in what has for many
centuries been an Arab country, whatever its tradition-
al beginnings may have been."

-On Aug. 27 a telegram was sent by Mr, King to Mr.
Gelber omitting the offending final sentence,

"Your telegram of August 26th regarding deplorable
troubles in Palestine. It appears there is every
ground for believing that the United Kingdom as the
ilandatory Power is doing all that is possible to
re-establish peace and security in Palestine.”

- On Aug. 28 the Torcnto Jewish War Veterans Asgociation
(206 Beverley Street) telegraphed Mr. King, .

“The following resolution was cabled to the British
Government at London, England: Mass meeting of Toronto
Jewish War.Veterans passed resolution to offer one
thousand volunteers to British Government for
immediate service in Palestine. Five hundred already
enrolled. Meeting further resolved to request
govermment for recall of Palestine executive 2ff1c1als
held responsible for tragic conditions there.

- A memorandum from the Department of Extgrpa} Affairs
to the prime minister, of the same date, initialled
S. (Dr. 0.D. Skelton) stated:

“As this wild suggestion is made to the British
Government, presumably it will not require any further
action than a bare acknowledgement.”
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- The prime minister penciled, "Yes, send letter," the
same date. '

- On Septc. 3 Dr, Skelton sent a memorandum to the
prime minister,

"A representative of M., Freiman visited the office
this morning with.a letter for you which, he stated,
contained a reguest from Mr. Freiman that you should
send a message of condolence to the Zionist meeting
which is to be held in Montreal tomorrow. On learning
that you were out of town he asked whether anybody
else could deal with the matter, but was told that it
should go direct to you.

"Our Zionist friends are very aggressive. I do not
Iknow that the head of any other government has sent
a message to a Jewish meeting, so possibly one can
be framed that would not involve any participation
in the Arab-Jew controversy.". '

- The prime minister initialled the memorandum with
a penciled notation, "0.X. Attended to by phone, No
message sent." Ao
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“.42L: .Chonoire Cyrille Labrecque. "A propos d'écoles =
juives"” in Evénewment, ilaxch 28; reprinted in his
Consultations théologiques, 2nd ed., Québec,
Librairie de 1'Action catholigue, ‘1946, Pp. 180-83,

"2, Editorial by lienry Broker in Canadian Jewish
Chronicle, ilay 2, "The iiontreal Jewish School
Commission, " Ty '

3.Edftorial in Canadién'Jewish'Chroniéle, Jan, 103
"The Red Issues in the School Question" '

4. Le Devoir report, Sept. 27: "The Jews and Sundaysy
A Tempest in a Teapot, Says Ald_ Schubert; Tolerance
and a iieasure of liygiene; Restrictior - Surprise and
Regret; Steps to be Taken by Criei of Police.," Also
“n Text that Doesn't Mpply," (by O. Héroux),

-

5, Telegram from Sam Factor, i.P., Oct. 31, to Prine
Minister illackenzie King, ianviting him to associate
himself, in a telegrar, OLf protest against Palesting
policy announced by the . ¢government of Great
Britain,

6. Letter from King, iov. 3, to Factor explaining his
reply to actor telegram of ifov. 1: "I feel that this
could not be better done than by enclosing copy oOf a
letter which I sent to the Jewish Eagle., The editor
approved of my attitude.,”

7. Letter from Faictor, Jov, 7, to King: "Your attitude
in the matter is reasonable and justified under the
circumstances." (King Papers, Pp. 147987-89)

8. Editorial in 7innipeg Israelite Press, Dec. 5: "The

Treachery of iontreal Jewish Leaders.”
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Canadian Annual Review for 1931, Pp. 158-59‘:epo:ting |
on Quebec legislative debate on school bill which
endorsed agreement between Jewish school commission

and Protestant boards. The Conservative opposition -

in Assembly objected to thé Jewish commission still’
remaining in existence after this agreement was 91gned -
confirming. the pr1nc1ple of thlrd denomination

school panel. The Jewish M.L.A.'s (Bercovitch and
Cohen) objected to the reduction of powers and

jurisdiction of the Jewish comm1331on, which subse~vt
quently resigned in protest




96

9 372

A.lM. Klein. "St, Armand de :iontmagny, martyr," in
Canadian Jewish Chronicle, ZAug. 26, 1932. Pp. 5, 17.
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lrile of correspondence between lax Clavig, of the
¥iddish Jewish World of Toronto and Prime. ilinister
ilackenziz T.ing.

- ‘telegram fron ‘Clavix, Jan. 25 asking for appointment.

- 7ing telegram of regret, Jan. 23, "I shall be busy
onca Odfl’alunt reagssaaiblasg"”

- letter from Clavir Jan., 27: reguires {2,000 to
convarit his paper into a daily.

- letter from King, Jan, 30, to Cl=vir: "Party
organization and publicity lie boeyond wy scope.”
(Iling Papnars, Pp. 1655380-=04)

2."Sur la dernidre assarblée du Gésu: Les Jeune-=Canada
dcrivent a ;.. il.andurand. "in Yevoir, eb, 27.

Georges ?Pelletier. "Rien gue pour pla}re 3 1,
3ercovitch‘mon,” in Devoir, iarch 11, 1433,
3Telegrar: frowm °rire ilinister Bennett, larch 29, to
br., 1,0, Slhelton at Ottawa: Canadian Jews 2at
carned over conditions in Gerniany, Please male
closest possible encuiries and advise." (i'ing Papers,
2, 165232)

Secret report £
to Undexr-Socyets
Ottawas

Lron Nre 0.2, Shelton, iondon, lMarxrch 31,
ary of State for “xterxrnal Affairs,

"There 1 no doubt of ser

ous situetion., Nazi forces
are drunl vwith succ cl

ik
nd seel: victims for suporaessed
aotions, soine O ¥ leaders neurotic and irrespons-
ible, otqer slowly gaini responsibility but unabdle
to restra £o ey have aroused, There is a
helief in soue cguarters that sone Garian circles would
welcome foreign attacls as affording grounds for
repudiating onerous privatza ohligations to foreign
craocditorxs
"“ero hour for boycotting of zll Jewish business nien,
doctors, lawyers and nrofessors set for 1C o'cloc!
on aqturday, but in many cousiunities already under
way. Orders issued Hy ifazi Central Committee against
Yesort to violence against versons ox swashing of
property, oHut doubtful wiether will be completely
obeyec, particularly if police neutral, Boycott not
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not carried on officially by Government but by Nazi
organisations, a distinction as convenient as that
between the Soviet authorities and Third International,

"In the United Kingdom Jewish circles excitement intense,
but leaders forn between degire, to exercise pressure
and fear of affording excuse for further reprisals. =
vlessages are being received ifrom German Jews to

abstain from any action here, perhaps some sent under
pressure but others genuine. NO organised or extensive
boycott of German goods here,

“In general public and Parliament amazed and disgustis
evident., Government so far has taken position that
it can intervene only to protect British citizens.
Thus far no serious incidents have arisen affecting
them. They are not prepared, at least at present
stage, to intervene on behalf of Jews of German
nationality. Experiences oi three years ago when
protests against Soviet persecution of Christians
proved futile and perhaps harmful does not encourage
intervention in the present case.

"In Lords yesterday Cecil, Reading and the Archbishop
of Canterbury raised question whether Covernment
expressing concern of British people over situation.
Hailsham replied that Government would press Ior
justice being done if any British citizens of Jewish
descent were arrested or ill treated, but did not
think that they had any right to make representations
to the German Government in regard to treatment of

its own citizens.

"There had been conversations through the British
Ambassador in Berlin and with the German Ambassador
here and in both cases replies were of reassuring
nature. He did not think that it would be in the
interests of the Jews theunselves that any suggestion
should be made that British Government conceived that
they had authority to intervene on behalf of German
citizens. Such interference might do more harm than
good. Spéeches made in debate would be most effective
way of representing views widely held by the people

of this country. In Comsons, Simon said that matter
could not be brought beiore the League of Vations

but that he would communicate with Ambassador in Berlin




99

ok L :

as to Lansbury's suggestion that he be asked to glve
report as to charges of persecution, " ' |
(Ring Papers, Pp., 158954-535) ' |

¢onfidential dispatch from Dr. O.D. Skelton, London, |
Apr. 1, to Undersecretary of State for. External Affairs,
Ottawa:

"Regarding Jewish position in Germany. Nazi Minister °-
of Propaganda Goebbels announced late last night
boycott would last 1 day only, that 3 days' truce

would follow, and that if foreign attacks on Germany
then ceased boycott would cease; but otherwxse contlnue
until German Judalsm was destroyed. |

"Pressure of foreign disapproval has ev1dently forced
compromise by which Nazi gang will be allowed one day's
sport, and Government given opportunity to claim

that boycott which was only proclalmed as reprisal
against foreign lying campalgn, has proved successrul

in stopping that campaign,

"Digmissal of Jewish judges and all other State OL£1C1318
contlnulng. Unless boycott today accompanled by f
violence good zhance 0i being brought within bounds,

"Understand that Jewish organizations here saw the
German Ambassador yesterday and agreed to announce
that they were not sponsoring boycotting of German
goods or conducting public campaign of attack.,"

4.Statement of Ligue du dimanche,
"Pour une meilleure observance du dimanche; Pr1v1lege
accoxrdé aux Juifs par la loi prov1n01a1e, in
Devoir, Aor° 18, 1933.

5."L'assemblée das Jeune-Canada at the Salle du Gésu
Last ‘light; Protests agalnsc the pro-Jew1sh Neetlng
at the 3rena," in Devoir, &pr. 21, 1933,

6.Dqllafd Dansereau, "A Jeeting, and then Another," in
Devoix, May 1. i -

o [ “Le Barreau de Montréal et les Julfs," ln Dev01r,
ilay. 2.
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8. Joseph Papin Archdmbault,: "Le pregepe deminical, *.
in, Devoir, .llay 3, 1933,

9. Jacques 3rassiers., "Pour qu'on vive," in Action
nationale, June, 1933, -Pp, 3063=67,

10 Omer Héroux. "Spaniards and Jewss an . Impressive
Contrast, " in Devoir, June 29,

11l Letter in Devoir, Sept. 27, fxom G, Filion of Jeune
Canada in support of Ald Auger's motion against
immigration, i

12 Article by Omer Hérxoux' in Devoir, Oct. 25: "Mr, Jacobs
t0o..." on his efforts to secure .immigration of Jews
into Canada..

13Pages from Le Miroir, ed. by Arcand, vol, 1, no. )
Apr. 28, 1929 - ilov. 15, 1931, '

14 "Getting Rid of the 0ld Testament, " address over
Station WLWL, Yov. 23, 1933, by Rev. James i, Gillis,
editor of Catholic World. ibntreal, Unity and Good Will
Association. 3 p. (mimeo)

15-Letter from Congress, Dec. 27, to Council of Jewish
Women, coniirming their electors to Congress election,

~Letter to Bakers' Union urging them to name their
electors to Congress electicns.
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16, - Col. Willis O'Connor of Government House, Ottawa,
sent Dr. 0.D, SKelton, Under-Secretary of ‘State for
BExternal Affairs, on lay 22,

"a copy of part of a letter relating to happenings in
Berlin on the lst of May. The letter is from Mrs. :
Rogerson, a friend of my wife's, and she is stopping
with the Von Ziemanns, the big electrical people in
Berlin, her daughter being Von Ziemann's first wife,
She is visiting her grandchildren. It is interesting
and is the impression of an Englich woman in Berlin,"

"Yes, it is a most thrilling time we are living in
here in this great Revolution., It is a marvellous
experiment and is probably a forerunner of what will
take place in other lands,

"There have been terrible stories told outside Germany
not a word of which is true. But of course in such

a Revolution as this, such things take place, which
are not permitted by Hitler or the Government. His
commands are all good, but the carrying out of them
with inferior peonle, exaggeration and mistakes take
place, .

"I was having tea with Frau von Hindenburg two days
ago and we were just discussing that difficulty, but
Hitler has an overwhelming influence for good, and
Germany is totally a different country to what it was
before his regime. Graft and theft and lies and
insecurity reigned. loney disappeared and no one knew
where,

"low the whole country is being swept clean; every

institution is being gone through; absolutely nothing
that is not enquired into, and,Jews or no Jews, great
names of Directors and managers, etc, are falling

daily. Such dishonesty undreamt of had been going on
ever since the war. It is all being revealed and big
men are comwitting suicide rather than face the music,

"I was at the great day of the Workers on lst May at
Tempelhof the Flughaven., What a sight! What a crowd.
Over a million people and never one accident., MNazis
cn foot and steel helmets, just holding hands as
barriers while the marching crowds caine from every
corner of Berlin and further afield, all happy, all
u?lifted, a new heaven and a new earth in view, I was
3% hours among them at Tempelhof and in order to get”
more easily there, marched in procession from the place
where the car was stopped. It was a sight nowhere
else to be seen on earth -- 1% million people all
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crowding to that great plain to hear what their

Leader had to tell them. Everything went magnificently.
Loud and amplified speakers =~ no difficulty to hear,
but I went home and listened in in the salon upstairs.

"Next morning every Tracdes Union Society was occupied
by Nazls, “"auks and offices and the workers turned out.
They also are to have their books overlooked."

- Acknowledgement from Dr. Skelton, May 23:

"It is a very interesting and significant comment,

not as an objective picture of what is really happening,
but as a picture of how many people in Germany feel
about what is happening. I remember seeing in Berlin

a somewhat similar assembly eight or ten years ago =—-
almost as great a crowd shouting for peace and the
Republic: the most impressive crowd I had ever seen

in my life. The pendulum swings rapidly: perhaps it
will swing again.,"

17. The ex~Canadian opera singer, Edmund Burke, wrote
on Aug., 6 to Col. O'Connor at Government House in
Ottawa from Germany,

"We are here in Berlin until the end of this coming
week, then we go to Munich and Salskucg for.the
festivals. We have been here since the 23rd of July.

"Things here are very quiet and most interesting., I
think they will eventually succeed in a greater degree
with their experiment than the Americans will with
theirs. Do not bhelieve all you hear about preparing
for war., It is silly tosh.

"As for the Jewish question, there are still thousands
of Jews in Berlin in business. The big shops run by
Jews still do business, and the real German Jew hopes
that the Rabbi Wise's, the Einstein's (who became

Swiss when a young man anc rebecame German on accoun?
of his appointment to the College of Science in Bgrlln),
would keep their mouths shut == they only made things
worse for the Jews who are here. .

“There have been abuses but they were isolated.cases,
and the writer for the Toronto Star was never in
Germany and his stories of atrocities, and also brutality

to himself, are pure lies, if a lie can be pure.

"I am not defending the Germans nor the Naz@s. I only
say one thing -- they have and are suppressing Communism
completely, and the rest of Europe, on that point, owes
them a vote of thanks. For a more filthy, pestiferous
doctrine could not exist. As to axms -- I have counted
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145 soldiers with rifles since I have been here two
weeks.

"I have aet Jaws, polnb“cAazJ of all parties, diplomats.
Talked with shopkeepers, worlking men, rich men, poor
men, beggar men, banker, doctor, lawyer, merchant,

chief (sorry my rhyme is not correct)., They all are
now feeling some security ahaead.

"I am visiting the Labour Camps and the Concentration .
Camp by invitation this coming week., It will be interesting.

"Much as I feared Germany before the war ~-- much as I
distrusted Germany and her future after the war -- to-cday
I have a feeling she will pull through. I£ they still
keep their new found idealism, Italy has it. It will
save. Europe from catastrophe.

"Mr. lMorgenthau, one of the American representatives
to the World Economic Conference, shoots the bull,
saying the Economic Conferecce failed hecause of fear
of wars and revolutions., His Semitic origin, combined
with his American braggadocio, makes a powerful appeal
to the American Press mind., IHe further states that
Roosevelt will be the arbiter of the destinies of
Europe. I hope he will be a greater success than Wilson
and Hoover. The British Empire must go ahead on its
own and in conjunction possibly,with those countries
who are willing to co-operate.  If we continue to bow
down to America we will never get anywhere."

- Hr. O'Connoxr sent a copy of this letter to Dr. 0.D.
Skelton, on Aug, 21,

"You vill remember you had a cnat with Edmund Burke
last winter. It is about his impressions of affairs in
Germany and is guite interx esting."

~ Dr. Skelton_acknowledged these letters on Aug. 23,

"It is extremely interesting,but I think it confirms
the view that most travellers in foreign countries see
what they wish or expect to see."
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