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THE

ADVANTAGES
• y \ r

O F T H E

RE r O L U TION
ILLUSTRATED.

SIR,

A S I not convinced that you 
(unlike moft others) have al­
ways made Truth the foie 
Object of your political En­
quiries I fhould have fpared 

both you and myfelf this Trouble, nor (hall 
I add the Impertinence of an Apology, fince 
the following Obfervations are in great mea- 
fure the Refult of fome Hints thrown out
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( 4 )
în a Conference with which you lately ho­
noured me.

Whether this Nation has received any real
Advantage from the 'Revolution, is a Que-
ftion which has afforded Matter for much
Controverfy \ but whoever attends to the
Difputes on this Subject will- perceive, that
they have been generally agitated with much
more Warmth than Reafon. Prejudice feems
to have ufurped the Province of Judgment,
and private Intereft too often appears to have
been the prevailing Bias that has milled us
in our Determinations concerning public
Utility ; nor indeed is it ftrange this fhould
have happened, more efpecially near the
Time of fo extraordinary an Event : For as
in all fuch national Changes, the State Emo-

»

luments of fome mull be facrificed, and the 
flattering Expectations of others fruftrated, 
how natural is it that their Minds fhould be 
embittered againfl: a Meafure fo fatal to their 
Fortunes and Ambition.------ On the con­
trary, thofe on whom the riling Ray of 
Power (beds its benign Influence, and who

are -
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* are to enjoy the full Sun-fhine of Court Fa* 

vour, may, it is confeffed, be too apt to 
make their perfonal Felicity the Standard of 
public Advantage ; but fince Time, the 
great Reconciler of different Parties and In- 
terefls, has almoft eradicated the Seeds of 
this Oppofition and united us under this new, 
or rather unproved, Syftem of Government, 
it is prefumed Candor will take Place of 
Paffion, and Reafon refume her Authority; 
which may the rather be expected, as our 
Minds are now happily freed from the ig­
nominious Bondage of Ecclefiaflical and 
State Slavery, the flaming Brands of Bigot­
ry being well nigh extinguifhed, and the 
frozen Dodrines of Paffive Obedience dif- 
folved.

While others, in treating this Subjed, 
have, with more Subtilty than Science, and 
lefs Profit than Labour, puzzled the Under- 
ftandings of Mankind with nice Refine­
ments on the divine Right of Princes or fo- 
vereign Power of the People ; aided by the 
Light of Experience and the profperous Ef-

feds
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feds of more than two Thirds of a Centu­
ry, I fhall only endeavour to evince that we 
are in Fad rendered more happy by this 
Event* and leave them to determine our
Right of being fo* -----------IJ Wealth and
Freedom fhall appear to be preponderating; 
Weights in the Revolution Scale, it will, I 
think, at lead be fufficient to filence thofe 
who, at the fame Time they are enjoying 
the Benefit of the Rleffing, are infatuated 
enough to deny the Reality of its Exigence.

But let thofe who difpute our having re­
ceived any Advantage from the Revolution 
only cad their Eyes around this Ifland, let 
them behold our Seas covered with Ships 
of Trade, our Barns burfting with increaf- 
ing Harvefts, our Flocks multiplying and 
bending beneath their fleecy Burdens, and 
furely, when they fee the Plough, Loomi 
and Sail, thofe inexhauftible Fountains of 
Profperity, pouring forth their Treafures in 
a more copious Abundance fince this aufpi- 
cious Æra, while our Colonies are making 
richer Retribution to their Parent Country

for
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for the Nourifhment and Support afforded 
in their Infancy ; I fay, furely they can no 
longer perfevere in their Error : And that 
this is the happy Situation of Great Bri­
tain at prefen t, it is prefümed the following 
Obfervations will abundantly illuftrate.

t : •! \\ ' - ■

The firfl, and not lead, falutary Effedt 
of the Revolution was our Deliverance, from 
the Dominion of a Prince whofe fatal At­
tachment to Popery and the Principles of 
arbitrary Power had well nigh deftroyed our 
Conftitution, which was happily re-efta- 
blifhed by the AB of Settlement and Bill of 
Rights-, to the former we owe the Blef- 
fings derived from the prefent illuftrious 
Family on the Throne, to the latter the Se­
curity of the Religion, Liberties, Properties, 
Rights and Freedom of this noble Realm ; 
and tho’ fome trifling Articles of thefe may 
for wife Reafons have been difpenfed with, 
yet the more Effential remain in full Force 
and Vigor 5 nor was the Re-coining our Mo­

ney
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ney in the Reign of our Deliverer of incon-> 
fiderable Advantage.

The Regularity of our parliamentary Sef- 
fions fince this Time affords no fmall Secu­
rity, efpecially as that illuftrious Body does 
not now meet as ufual, merely for pecu­
niary Aid of thp Crown, but to make falu- 
tary Laws for the Welfare of the People.

Before this Period the younger Sons of 
Noblemen and Gentlemen were (for the 
moft Part) brought up in Idlenefs and vici­
ous Courfes. lived ufelefs to their Country, 
and died Batchelors ; but fince their Parents 
have prudently altered their Condudl, edu­
cating them in the Profeflions of Law, Phy- 
fic, Divinity, &c. binding them Apprenti­
ces to Merchants and wealthy Traders, pla­
cing them in the Army and Navy ; Numbers 
have been fent to Africa, the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, by which Means a perpetual Succeftion 
of Men, who were before grievoufly bur- 
thenfome to their Families, have been ren­
dered ferviceabie to their Country, Multi­

tudes
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tudes having acquired Honour and Fortunes 
by their Bravery and Induftry.

From this laudable Care of their Off* 
Jpring we may behold the Nobility and Gen­
try (encouraged by the returning Dawn of 
Liberty) proceed next to the Culture of
their Eftates —------- How many Millions of
Acres have been recovered and improved by 
draining* liming, marling, burning, and 
other Methods of Manuring, to the great 
Increafe of Pa du rage and Tillage, and con- 
fequently of Hufbandmen, Smiths, Carpen­
ters, with various other Kinds of Artificers !
-------— By incloling large Trads of Land
Rents have been trebled, and prodigious 
Profits have arofe from cultivating Hemp, 
Flax, Woad, &c. fowing Rape and other 
Seeds, ereding Mills to prefs out Oyl, which 
was before imported and fold at double the
Price it now bears —----- ineflimable are
the Advantages arifing from fowing Cinque­
foils, Trefoils, Lucern, Clover, and Rye 
Grafs ; innumerable are the Sheep and Cat­
tle fatted with Turnips, the Cows and

B Ewes
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Ewes fuftained in Winter 5 it is fcarce fifty 
Years fince Lambs were firft fuckled in 
Houfes and fold at extravagant Rates by 
Poulterers only, how plentiful now and ufe- 
iui to the People ! how profitable to the 
Shepherd who breeds, and Farmer who
fuckles them ! -—---- Spacious Fields near
Cities and Towns have been turned into 
Gardens, to the Advantage of Landlords, 
Tenants, and labouring Perfons. •—— How 
have Hop-grounds been multiplied, Or­
chards planted for making Cyder ! infinite is 
the Number of For eft and other Kinds of 
Timber-Trees which have been planted by 
our Land-holders, to their own Honour, 
Emolument of their Families, and Service 
of their Country by providing Oaks for the
Ufe of the Royal Navy.------ »— Nor have
our Improvements been confined to the Sur­
face of the Earth only, as the vaft Revenue 
arifing from the Copper Mines in Cornwall, 
Ireland, and the Plantations ; Lead Mines 
and Iron Ore taken up in Great Britain, 
fufficiently teftifies.

The
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The Union of the two Kingdoms, in the 

Reign of the late ^'ueen, was an Event 
pregnant with beneficial Confequences to 
both ,* the Borderers on each Side from that 
Time improved their Lands and Buildings,
mutual Security being eflablifhed,------ to
Scotland, the Liberty of Trade to all 
the Britifh Plantations was granted, of which 
Advantage the Inhabitants of that Nation 
have fo well availed themfelves as to be at 
prefent in Poffeffion of a greater Quantity 
of Land, and better in Quality, in America, 
than all North Britain amounts to ; highly 
advantageous is their Privilege of driving 
Sheep and Cattle, fending Corn, Coals, 
falted Fifh and all their Manufactures into 
England free from Duties, Impolis and Cus­
toms :------It may in a great Degree be at­
tributed to the Union that Lands are advan­
ced from fixteen Years Purchafe to Thirty ; 
and as Rents are rifen in Proportion, and 
Lands improved, it would be no unreafon- 
able Calculation 3tov 'fuppofe Scotland is 
of double^ >the, Value it, was befcfre: that Pc- 

>> ’• B 2’>>> riod:
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rïod ; and how Improveable it Rill is may 
eafily be difcovered from the Conveniencies 
of its numerous Iflands, Harbours, Fifhe- 
ries, inexhauflible Mines of Coals, Lead, 
&c. to which add, as happy a Situation and 
Proviiion for Commerce as any Part of Eu­
rope * nor is it to be immagined this Advan­
tage will be negle&ed, as they are now hap­
pily delivered from the Slavery and Tyranny 
of Superiors, an Act that demands the 
RrongeR Tokens of Gratitude and Exertion 
of Loyalty to their Royal Deliverer 
and his Succeffors,

Ireland has in a particular Manner ex­
perienced the happy Effe&s of the Revolu­
tion, fince which Time Hufbandry has been 
greatly improved, Rivers made more navi­
gable, Bogs drained, old Roads mended, 
new ones made, the Rents are more than 
doubled, Lands fell for twice the ufual Pur- 
chafe, Interefl from Twelve and Ten per 
Cent, iff fallen to* Fi ve and Four, Working-

j - \ ' 41 Cl i ‘ r 1

•ScHo,ok' (one oHhe belt and moR ufeful
Charities
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Charities ever known) are continually erect­
ing and endowing, and the annual Premi­
ums given to the greateft Planters of Trees, 
Sowers of Grain, Hemp, Flax, Turnips, 
&c. as well as to various Artificers who excel 
in their refpeCtive Branches of Bufinefs, are 
a glorious Manifeftation of Generofity, and 
a wonderful Inducement to Ingenuity and
Induftry. ------ — The Proteftants in this
Country are as loyal, brave, and generous 
Subjects as ever King reigned over, or Ge­
neral led to Battle ; the poor infatuated, de­
luded half Papifts (fo they are termed in 
Spain and Portugal) at home are harmlef3 
and inoffenfive, many of whofe Children 
already have, and moft may, by good Ufage, 
Feeding, and Employment, be made ufeful 
Members of the State and Proteftant Church, 
by which Means the Bland would in a few 
Years be fiill more enriched, Rents advan­
ced, Towns enlarged, and Shipping and 
Sailors encreafed, efpecially as no Country 
in Europe can boafl better Harbours and a

happier
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happier Situation for the Conveniency of 
Trade and Commerce.

i

Jersey, Guernsey, &c. are furpri- 
fingly encreafedin Inhabitants and Riches, 
having profited themfelves much by the late 
Wars.
. T* I

Let us next turn our Eyes towards our 
New World, and we (hall find the Profpedt 
not lefs pleafing, or Affairs lefs flourishing.

, Newfoundland is become fo prospe­
rous as to have at leaf! Ten Thoufand Fa­
milies fettled in it j the natural Increafe of 
which, with the Weft Country Fifhermen 
who annually _eftablifh themfelves there, 
bids fair for compleatly peopling that Ifland 
and making i one of the moll ccnfiderable 
and profitable Countries belonging to Great 
Britain. — What a glorious Improvement 
mud this appear when it is confidered, that 
before the Peace of Utrecht the Part of this 
Ifland belonging to England could only boafl:

a
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a fmall Number of poor miferable Inhabi­
tants in fome of it’s Harbours.

H udson’s Bay, with all the large Space 
of Land around it, became an Acquilition to 
the Britijh Crown by the fame Peace, where 
much Copper, and Iron Ore as hard and 
tough as the Swedtfh, might doubtlefs be 
found by fkilful Miners, which, with the 
large Whales that fwim in thofe Seas, would 
furnifh Means of greatly extending and in- 
crealing that Trade.

All the Provinces on the Continent 
from the Sea on the Eaft of Nova Scotia to 
the Spanijh Florida have marvelloufly in- 
creafed in Inhabitants and Subfiance, info- 
much that they may fairly be eftimated at 
Twenty Times the Value they were before 
the Revolution ; one principal Caufe of 
which was our firffc fending Germans to the 
Plantations at the Nation’s Charge, which 
induced fuch Numbers to follow them at 
their own Expence, that in all Probability

the

i
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the vacant Lands in the Briti/h American 
Provinces will be fettled and inhabited before 
the Expiration of the prefent Century.

The Bermuda Islands have already 
more inhabitants than Food for them, and » 
more Money than they can expend there.

Three of the Bahama Islands have 
been Peopled fince his Majefiy’s Accefiion 
to the Throne ; and it is reported, fettling 
the Remainder is now under Confideration* 
Providence has been fortified and garrifoned*
•----- Highly advantageous muft thefe Iflands
be, as they are fituated on the Gulph of 
Floriday and capable of the fame Produc­
tions as our Sugar IJlartds ; all of which, in­
cluding the Virgin IJles, are much more co- 
pioufly furqifhed with Inhabitants and Slaves, 
and produce greater Quantities of Sugar, 
MolufTus, Rum, Cotton, &c. than before 
the Revolution.

But who can refrain from rejoicing at this 
glorious Event, when it appears that fince it

happened
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happened the Subjects of the Britifh Mohar* 
chy are upon a moderate Calculation increaf-
ed upwards of Three Millions*------What
ether Country in Europe can produce an In* 
ftance of the like Profperity ?

rfhe State of our Manufactures.

Another undeniable Inftance of the Ad* 
vantage which has accrued to this Nation by 
the Revolution is the vaft Increafe and flou­
rishing Condition of our Manufactures and 
if Induftry is a Characteristic of Liberty, I 
may venture to affirm that no Country in 
Europe can at this Day produce fuch glori­
ous Proof of being; in Poffeffion of this valu- 
able Bleffing as Great Britain, the Inhabi­
tants of which, by Application, Industry* 
and (what is the Life of both) Encourage­
ment, being arrived to a higher Degree of 
Knowlege, and greater Perfection in almoft 
every Branch of Manufacture, than any Peo­
ple in the known World ; the Truth of 
which the following Particulars will Effici­
ently evince.

c Before
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Before the Year 1688 very little Thread, 
Linnen or Sail-Cloth was made in Great 
Britain and Ireland, and that little was 
coatfe and ordinary; fince that Time, pro­
digious Quantities of flaxen and hempen 
Cloths have been wrought in feveral Coun­
ties of England, and Mills erected for the 
cleanfing' and twilling of Thread, to the no 
fmall Saving of this Nation.

In Scotland how amazing are the Improve­
ments in the Manufactures of Sheer Lawns, 
which it is faid in Quantity are fufficient for 
the Ufe of all his Majefly’s Subjects, and in 
Quality equal to thofe of Germany ; befldes 
thofe of plain and flowered Cambricks, fine 
Linnens called Hollands from 3 toys. 6 d. 
per Yard, fuperior to thofe of the Nether­
lands at the fame Price, with the bet Thread 
in Europe for moil Ufes ; from the Exporta­
tion of which Articles, with that of coarfer 
Linnen for the Plantations, large and profit­
able Returns are made, befides a Sufficiency 
for home Gcnfumption.

How
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How has Ireland advanced feveral Species 

of the Woollen and. other Manufactures, 
particularly Friezes, Ratteens, and other 
Sorts of Stuffs, better made and cheaper 
than in England or in France • but how 
muff our Admiration increafe when it ap­
pears that in Linnen, Diaper, Damafk, &c. 
with Sail-cloth equal to the Dutch, after 
ferving themfelves they fend Abroad to the 
Amount of upwards of a Million Sterling ?

But that the Linnen Manufactures in Great 
Britain and Ireland afford Subfiffance to 
Multitudes of People, and prevent fome 
Millions of Money being annually fent abroad 
(which was the Cafe before the Revolution) 
are not the only Advantages we receive from 
them, fince they have likewife occafioned 
the Prices of Linnen to fall 20 per Cent, by 
which every Family in Great Britain, Ire­
land, and the Plantations muff be greatly 
benefited.

No Alteration in Trade can be mere fur- 
prifing than the admirable Progrefs of the 
Silk Manufacture in and about Spit at-fields,

C 2 which,
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which, within 60 Years, from almofl nor­
thing, is now, by the Ingenuity, Applica­
tion and Expence of the Mafler-weavers, 
become the greateft and beft in Europe, from 
the richeft Brocades and Velvets, thro5 all 
its feveràl Branches, down to Hankerchiefs 
and Silk Laces.

The JVoollen Manufactures are wonder- 
fully multiplied, improved and enlarged in 
the North of England ; nor is their Increafe 
in the Eaft and Weft Parts inconfiderable, 
lince more than an hundred differert Species 
of Woollen Goods are now woven in this 
Kingdom ; and furely nothing can be a 
flronger Indication of the great Demand for 
them than the advanced Prices which Wool 
has been fold at for lome Years paft, altho’ 
there has been a great Increafe in the Growth 
of it.

Flow advantageous the Cotton Manufac-r 
tnre is to this Nation Manchejler and the 
Villages depending on it may demonftrate ; 
whence great Quantities of Goods, after be­
ing printed or ftampt near London? are now

exported
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exported to Africa and the Plantations, a 
Trade much more beneficial to this King­
dom than fending India Goods thither.

All Nations yield the Preheminence to
»

England in the manufacturing of Metals 
from the Anchor, Anvil, Mortar and Can­
non, to the Pin and Needle. What vaft 
Sums mull have been expended in ere&ing 
Forges, Mills for making Brafs and Iron 
Wire, and Founderies to carry on thefe 
Works ; the Variety and Quantity of Goods 
(Cutlery Wares included) is wonderful, and 
in Value little inferior to the whole Woollen 
Manufacture of this Kingdom, of which the 
flourishing State of Birmingham, Sheffield, 
and feveral other Towns furnifh ample Tes­
timony.

Before, and fome Years after, the Revo­
lution molt of the call Iron, Brafs-works, 
Tin-plates, and many other Articles in the 
Battery and Fill'd-ware Trade, were import­
ed hither — Brafs being fir ft made at Briftol 
by a Stranger, and Tin-plates by the excel­
lent Major Hanbury in Monmouthjhire, to

whom
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whom we are indebted for the Improvement 
of many Branches of the Iron Bufinefs.

Frame-work Knitting hath extended itfelf 
from London to Aberdeen in the North, and 
Exeter in the Weft, a Bufinefs which af­
fords Employment and Subfiftance to mul­
titudes of Inhabitants, and is attended with 
great National Profit.

No longer are we obliged to be indebted 
to France for her brilliant Trappings fince 
Gold and Silver Laces, Fringes and Embroi- • 
denies are brought to as great Perfection here 
as in that Country ; nor need the Britijh 
Ladies fend their Pin-money to Flaiidcrs &c. 
for the Ornament of their Perfons, when it 
appears that no lefs than Forty Tboufand 
Women and Children are employed here in 
making Thread Lace, fome of which is fold 
at no lefs than 5/. per Yard.

Paper for Printing, Writing, Drawing, ' 
and Hangings, made here, is allowed to be 
preferable in Colour to that of foreign Ma­
nufacture ; and by the Mills which are con­
tinually erecting for this Bufinefs it may be

prefumed,

1
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prefumed, that in a few Years we fhall not 
only be able to furnifh fufficient for home 
Confumption but receive the Benefit of Ex­
portation.

Porcclane Wares of great Value are now 
manufactured at ChelfeaMay-fair, Brent- 
ford, Worcefler, Brijlol, .Bow, Earthen 
Wares about London and Liverpool equal to 
the Delft, which, with handfome and fer- 
.viceable Wares in Staffordfoire, iVb/- 
tinghamfhire and elfe where, made in incre­
dible Quantities, furnifh no fmall Articles in 
our Trade to the Britijh Settlements and 
other foreign Nations j efpecially if we add 
to thefe the Advantage arifing from our Im­
provements in blowing, cutting, fcolloping 
Glafs and making Luftres, Looking-Glaffes, 
&c.

To what great Perfection and Profit is the 
Bufinefs arrived of Printing, printing and 
ftamping of Linnens and Cottons, nor from 
the Specimens we have already given of our 
Skill in making Carpets is it unreafonable to 
form fanguine Expectations of future Benefit.

Our
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Our Artifls in Clock and Watch-making* 

Workers of Gold and Silver Wares, Cutters 
and Setters of Diamonds, with other valua­
ble Stones, are arrived to fuch a Degree of 
Excellence as to furpafs the Workmen of all 
other Nations in Number and Skill.

The Arts of Chemiflry, Surgery, Archi­
tecture, Painting, Drawing, Sculpture, En­
graving, Enamelling, Inlaying, Carving, Gild- 
ing, Chafing, calling Types, Printing, ma­
king mathematical and mufical Inflrurnents, 
&c. have acquir’d of late Years a great De­
gree of Perfection, and afford a prodigious 
additional Support to the Subjects of Great 
Britain.

To make a particular Enumeration of the 
Improvements that have been made in Coach, 
Cabinet, Chair-making, and almofl every 
other Trade and Handicraft, would be as 
unneceffary as tedious, for the Truth of 
which the Reader is therefore referred to his 
own Enquiries and Experience. But it 
may not be improper to conclude this 
Head with obferving, That the Majier Ma-

nafaâurerSy
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nufaffurers, in moft Parts of this Kingdom, 
are now poffeffed of Subftance and Stocks 
to enlarge their prefent Undertakings, as 
well as begin any new, that may be attended 
with Advantage. That Arts and Indujiry 
appear in the moll flourifhing State through­
out his Majefty's Dominions, and that the 
Shops of the Tradefmen, though trebled 
in Number, contain more than double the 
Value in Goods, they did before the Revo­
lution ; while at the fame Time, the Mafier 
is enabled to fupport himfelf and Family in 
a much genteeler manner, fince that Period.
------Nor does the vaft Increafe of Plate,
Jewels, Coaches, Houfehold-Furniture, &c. 
in this Kingdom, afford an inconfiderable 
Inftance of its thriving Condition.

Tdhe State of Commerce.

Nothing more effe&ually demonftrates 
the Profperity of a Nation, than the flou­
rifhing Condition of its Commerce- and 
which, cherifhed by the Ray of Freedom,

D we
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we fhall find has ever fince the Revolution 
been expanding its Wings, and wafting to 
us the Treafures of the Globe, in a much 
greater abundance than formerly.

Soon after the Revolution, Wines, 
Brandy, and all other Commodities from 
France were prohibited -, and when this Pro­
hibition was taken off, very high Duties were 
laid upon every Thing imported from that 
Kingdom. But as its Liquors, together with 
Salt, Silk, Ribands, Stuffs of various Sorts, 
Linens, Hats, Shoes, Stockings, Gloves, 
Peruques, &c. were in fome fort neceflary 
to England-, our true Englijhmen began 
to plant Orchards, improve Malt Liquors, 
fet up Diftilleries, make ufe of Arrack and 
Rum from the Eajl and Weft Indies, con­
trive Salt-Works, and erect Manufac­
tures of all the different Species of Goods, 
that were before imported at fo irnmenfe a 
Difadvantage, from our neighbouring Rival 
In molt of thefe Succefs attended} infomuch, 
that the Ballance of the allowed Trade with 
France is at prefent but little in their Fa­

vour;

/
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vour ; Smugling is certainly too much : Cafh, 
Wool, Lead and Tin, &c. were what they 
received in return for their Wines, &c. to 
the great Emolument of the Trade and 
Commerce of that Nation, and as difadvan-
tageous and ruinous to this*------ When the
Subjects of Great-Britain were debarred the 
ufeof French Manufactures,both Mailers and 
Workmen in that Kingdom were obliged to 
leave their native Land, and pervade half the 
Countries in Europe to exercife their refpec- 
tive Trades, and acquire a Subfiftence. The 
Name thefe Men were known by, was that of 
Re f u gee Sj with themfelves they tranfplant- 
ed all the ArtsandMyileries of their Callings, 
fecurely feated themfelves, and exercifed their 
Induftry in Great-Britain, Ireland, and ma- 
ny other foreign Countries. This Emigra­
tion has produced Confequences irretrievably 
prejudicial to France, and highly beneficial 
to us, as the great Fortunes amaifed by 
Brewers, Ditlillers, Vinegar-Makers, Silk- 
Weavers, and other Manufacturers of the 
once French Commodities, evidently de­
mon ftrate. D 2 I

*



( 28 )

I cannot forbear making one Obfervation, 
which naturally occurs to me in this Place, 
'viz. That as a religious persecution was 
one Caufe of this ufeful Body of People leave- 
ing France ; might not the Jame Cauje have 
prod iced the fame Effett in England, had 
the papal Authority once re-eftablifhed its 
Dominion in this Country ?

Our Commerce with Portugal was very 
inconfiderable till the Reign of Qjj een 
Ann, when that Court withdrew from 
French Influence, and entered into a Treaty 
of Trade with England, very profitable for 
both Nations, and which is now efleemed 
one of the moil confiderable, with refpedt 
to Traffic, the Subjects of Great-Brita'm 
are concerned in.

That the Spanifi iTrade is increafed, may 
be proved from the Bills of Entry, and by 
the Multitude of Ships failing to the Ports of 
Spain from the Britifj Provinces, on the 
Continent of North America.

The Commerce with Italy, and the cir­
cumjacent Ifiands, is reported to be more

advantageous
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advantageous than formerly,, to Germany, 
Flanders y and Holland ; it greatly improves 
every Year, the Reafons of which need no 
Explication.

Our Trade with Sweden, Denmark&nà. 
Norway, is lefs difadvantageous than for­
merly, by our fending thither more Rice and 
Tobacco, bringing back lefs Copper and 
Iron, and importing Part of our Naval Stores 
from the Britijh Plantations.

The Traffic to RuJJia is very great, in 
fine Apparel, Gold and Silver Utenfils, 
Clocks, Watches, rich Houfehold Furniture, 
Cabinets, Coaches 3 befides the common 
Goods formerly fent thither. Notwithftand- 
ing, the Ballance, it muft be allowed, re­
mains on the Side of RuJJia.

Though the Furkey Frade, with refpeCV 
to our Woollen Manufactures, may of late 
Years have declined • yet we have flill the 
Means left of retrieving that Branch of 
Commerce, and reftoring it to its former 
flouriffiing State, ffiould the Parliament

pleafe
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pleafe to take it into Confederation, as the 
late Regulations made for the Settling and 
Improvement of our African Trade, it is 
not doubted will produce beneficial Effeds.

Our Commerce to Eafi-India and China 
is more profitably conducted than formerly, 
as much greater Quantities of Britijh Cop­
per, Iron, Gold and Silver Thread, and 
Lace, are annually (hipped for thofe Parts.

But the principal Cornucopia of Great-
/

Britain's Wealth, are its Colonies in Ame­
rica, which farnifh the moft profitable Suc­
cour to their Mother Country, and which 
mud every Year increafe. The trafficking 
thither is appropriated to the Subjeds of 
this Crown, and the Benefits arifing from 
the Growths, Produce and Labour of thefe 
Countries, center in the Hands of our 
Manufadurers and Merchants. The Pro­
vinces on the Continent furnifh the Iflands 
belonging to the Englifh, and other Nati­
ons in America, with Bifcuit, Flower, Pro- 
vifions of all Kinds.

Lumber



( 3« )
* Lumber, Horfes, Live Stocks, Sloops 

and ocher Veflels, Marts, Yards, Arms, 
Indian Corn and other Grains, Pulfes, To­
bacco, Rice, faked Fifh with a Multitude 
of other Articles ; for thefe the American 
Merchants receive great Quantities of Sil­
ver, which is fent to purchafe Goods 
here. The Conftru&iqn of Ships for Sale 
in America was begun by Capt. Coram, 
fince the Revolution, which Burtnefsis now 
diligently profecuted in all the Colonies 
from New England to Carolina • and which 
has been, is, and always will be of exceed­
ing Profit to this Kingdom. The Increafe 
of Tobacco in Maryland, Virginia, and 
North Carolina ; ol Pitch, Tar, Turpentine, 
and Rice in both Carolinas, has enabled 
the Inhabitants to expend fome Millions 
Sterling in the Purchafe of Negroes, build­
ing Houfes, and making fine Roads in all 
the faid Provinces. Deer and other Skins 
with various Sorts of Furs, from the Pro-

• vinces,
* Lumber is all Sorts of Timber ufed in Houfe and Mill 

Building, Hogfheads and Barrel Staves, &c.
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vinces, Hudfon's Bay and Newfoundland, 
are great and profitable x\rticles in the Bri- 
tijlo Commerce ; to which may be added, 
the Whales taken on thefe Coads, with 
Fifh and Seal Oil. The Copper Ore in 
America is very good, the Iron the bed:, 
and fells the dearêft of any landed in the 
Port of London. Thefe Provinces can now 
boaft of fome large well built Cities, fine 
Towns, and numerous Villages, all which 
half a Century mud marvelloufly increafe, 
and in proportion as the Colonies flourifh, 
the Sea Ports, and manufacturing Cities, 
and Towns in Great-Britain, and Ireland, 
mud be enriched.

The Exportation of Britijh and Irijh 
Manufactures to the Sugar and other Sou­
thern Iflands, is of late Years prodigioufly 
augmented, the Rum from thence is much 
in requed, and the Price confiderably ad­
vanced. The Cotton fuperior to any that is 
brought to England, and its faid the Baha­
ma and Virgin IJles ate capable of pro­

ducing
v
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during great Quantities of this valuable 
Commodity.

To conclude the Article of Commerce, 
it is fufficient to add, that Cargoes for the 
American Trade, are better and cheaper 
collected in Great-Britain, than in any 
other Part of the World : That the Ship- 
ing employed in the BritiJJj Commerce and 
Fisheries are trebled. That the Value of 
Goods, &c. imported into the Britijh Do­
minions are much lejjened, and the Exports 
greatly increafed fince the Revolution.

After what has been advanced concern­
ing the improved State of the Lands, Ma- 
nufadlures, and Commerce of Great-Britain 
lince the Revolution, it may feem unnecef- 
fary to add any Thing further to prove the 
Benefits of that aufpicious Event ; yet who 
without Admiration can view the beautiful 
as well as convenient Improvements of our 
Country, by the expendve Enlargements 
and Reparations of the Public Roads ? — 
Who that has a Heart fenfible of any focial 
Emotions, but mud: receive an inexpreffible 
Pleafure in the Profpedt of the various Foun-

E dations
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dations appropriated to the Relief and Sup­
port of our poor and affiidted fellow Sub­
jects, fuch as the Foundlmg, with numer­
ous other Ho (pit als, Infirmaries, Workhoufies, 
Charity-Schools, &c. glorious Inftances of 
Britijh Wealth and Humanity.

What immenfe Sums have been expend­
ed in making Docks, building Piers, clean- 
ling Harbours, ere&ing Light Houfes, 
lengthening the Navigation of Rivers, build­
ing Bridges, &c. Works of great public 
Utility, as well as private Emolument.

How wonderful as well as pleafing muft 
the Confideration be, That the Rents of 
Buildings, ereCted fince the Revolution, 
amount to greatly more than the annual In- 
tereft of the national Debt.

Now 1 have mentioned the national Debt, 
it may not be improper to obferve, that al­
though I differ entirely with thofe who 
maintain the publick Debt is an Advantage 
to the Nation ; yet great as it is, I conceive 
it may much eafier and fooner be difcharged 
than mod People imagine, by the Pru­

dence,
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dence, Application and Knowlege of a 
Minifter, who has always made his Majefty’s 
Service, and the Good of his Country, the 
foie Aim and End of his Adminiftration of 
public Affairs. By what means this Debt 
was contracted is too well known, to need 
a particular Relation, it will therefore be fuf- 
ficient to confider, whether the Poffeffions 
gain’d fince the Revolution, and Money ex­
pended for the Honour and Service of his 
Majefty’s Dominions, are not a Counter 
Ballance.

Among an infinite Number of Particu­
lars, let us but enumerate the following ; 
Gibraltar, Portmahon, the French Part of 
Newfoundland, Hudfon’s Bay, and theifland 
of St. Chriftopher’s have been annexed to the 
Britijh Crown, vaft Sums expended in the 
fettling Georgia and Nova Scotia, St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, Weftminfler-Abbey, feveral {lately 
Churches, and endowing a confiderableNum- 
ber of poor Livings, are Articles of Confie- 
quence, to which let us add building the 
Palaces at Hampton Court and Kenfngton, 
making Gardens, and Additions to St.James’s,

E 2 repair-
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repairing Windfor Çajlle, the magnificent 
Structure at the Horfe-Guards, the Treafury, 
Admiralty-Office, Cuftom-Houfe, Additions 
to the VidtuaHing- Office on Tower-Hill, 
building new ones and Storehoufes in feverai 
Parts, with Brewhoufes and Bakehoufes for 
the Service of the Navy. Repairs and addi­
tional Buildings in the Tower of London, 
Wejlminjler Bridge, Fortifications rais’d at 
Gibraltar and Portmahon, by which they 
are rendered impregnable ; ^Plymouth,Portf 
mouth, Gofport, in Nova Scotia, Georgia, 
and many Places in Great-Britain, Ireland 
and America, purchafing for the Crown, 
feven-eights of the Carolina,and all the Ba~ 
hama iflands, building the Royal and mag­
nificent Foundery at Woolwich, the Dock at 
Plymouth, and greatly augmenting others ; 
the Hofptfals at Chelfea, Greenwich, Gofport, 
Plymouth, Gibraltar and Portmahon have been 
greatly expenfive, augmenting the Navy,with 
the Charge of an abundance of Canon, Mor­
tars, Magazines, <SV. for the Sea and Land 
Service ; paying equivalent to Scotland, and 
purchafing the Superiorities, parliamentary

Encourage^-



( 37 )
Encouragement to the Undertakers of the 
Whale and Herring Fisheries, which, with 
refpedl to the Advantage of Great-Britam, 
will over ballance Ten times thofe Sums ever 
given for any other Purpofés.

The Public Buildings of this Nation are 
fo near compleat, as to require only an Edi­
fice in this Metropolis for the Refidence of 
his Majefty, fuitable to his Dignity and the 
Grandeur of his Dominions.

Although, Sir, innumerable Inftances 
might be added to illufirate our Point in 
view, That Great-Britain and its Depen­
dencies are in a much more happy and jlourijh* 
ing Condition than before the Revolution, and 
as well able to pay the prefent Taxes as thofe 
paid before that time ; yet I flatter myfelf 
fufficient have already been produced to de­
termine a, Mind like yours, unobfcured by 
Bigotry and uninflamed by Party. Some 
there are indeed, who from miflaken No­
tions of Loyalty, arepoflefled with an Opi­
nion that the People are made for the Prince, 
not the Prince for the People ; others whofe 
only meafure of the Retfitude of any Admi-

niflration,
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niftration, is their enjoying a lucrative Share 
in it, both thefe I defpair of converting, 
as no Degree of Evidence will be able to re­
move the interefted Malice of the one, or 
chftinate Blindnefs of the other ; but if the 
above Obfervations fhould induce the more 
rational and impartial Part of my Country^ 
men to think us not in fo deplorable a State 
as Faction would reprefent us, enjlaved by 
Power, undone by Debts, and famijhed by 
TaxeSy they will anfwer all the Purpofes 
of

S I R, &c.



APPENDIX.
S the following Calculations may, in fome

Meafure, affift the Reader in his Judge­
ment of what has already been advanced, the/ 
are fubmitted to his Consideration.

I am of Opinion, that the Inhabitants of 
South-Britain exceed Ten Million ; and fuppofing 
the Kingdom to be divided into T en Parts, no one 
would hefitate to appropriate a Million to each 
Divifion : For Example, 

ift Divifion, Cornwall, Devon, Somerfet.
2d. Wales, Hereford, and Monmouthjhires.
3d. Dorfet, Wilts, Hants, Gloucejter, and Wor- 

cefierfhires.
4th. Berks, Surry, Suffer:, and Kent.
5th. Middlefex.
6th. Effex, Hertford, Suffolk, Norfolk, and 

Cambridge/hires.
7 th. ifoob, Oxford, Warwick, Northampton, 

Leicefter, Rutland, Bedford, and Hnntingdonfhires.
8th. &*/<?/>, Chefhire, Stafford, Derby, and 

Lincolnfhires.
9th. Nottingham and Torkjhires.
1 oth. Lancajhire, Wefimoreland, Durham, Cm- 

berland and Northumberland.
T. he Land oi South-Britain amounts to about 

Forty-two Millions of Acres; Two Millions of 
which, may be reasonably computed to be worth 
Eight Millions^*»#. Two Millions more, Four 
Millions*»». Ten Millions of Acres more, at 
an equal Number of Pounds-, other Ten Millions 
at half that Value; Ten Millions more at per 
Acre-, Two Millions more at 2s 6d ; the fame 
Number atis; and the like Quantity at6dyw
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Acre, per ann. which together, make Forty Mil­
lions of Acres, of the yearly Value of Twenty-nine 
Millions, One Hundred and Five thoufand Pounds; 
the remaining two Millions may be allowed for 
the Scite of Buildings, Roads and Rivers.

The Fifheries upon the Coalts and in the Ri­
vers of South-Britain ; the Rents of Houfes, 
Mills, Wharfs, Fairs and Markets, private Docks 
and Decoy Ponds, Mines of Coals, Tin, Cop­
per, Lead, Iron Ore, Allom and Black-Lead, 
Quarries of Lime, Slate, Lapis Calaminaris,. 
building Stones, &c. Rock Salt and Salt Works, 
Pits of Marie, Tobacco-pipe Clay, Chalk, Loom, 
Bricks, Tile and Fuller’s Earth ; Sea Sand for 
manuring and improving Land, Sea Weeds for 
enriching Grounds, and making Kelp for Glafs- 
houfes, Peat, Turf, Gravel, and other Arti­
cles may be fuppofed to produce an equal 
annual Profit with the Lands.

North-Britain (which is thought to exceed 
Two Millions of Inhabitants) and Ireland (Two 
Millions Five Hundred Thoufand) with the 
American Plantations, which amount to Three 
Millions, who are likewife Owners of Six Hun­
dred Thoufand Black Slaves ; all thefe together 
may reafonably be computed of equal Value 
with South-Britain.

If thefe Calculations are juft, his Majefty’s 
Subjects and Dominions are not only more prof- 
perous and flourijhing than any other in Europe, 
but with refpedt to their Abilities pay the leafi 
Taxes.

FINIS.
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