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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We acknowledge that we are located on the unceded
Indigenous lands of Tiohtia:ke/Montreal which is
historically known as a gathering place of creativity,
community, storytelling and culture for First Nations
and Indigenous communities including but not
limited to the Kanien'keha:ka (Mohawk) of the
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, Huron/Wendat,
Abenaki, and Anishinaabeg (Algonquin). We
acknowledge and honour the Kanien'’keha:ka Nation’s
relationship to and status as First Peoples on the
lands and waters of the Island of Montreal and
surrounding areas. We respect the past, present and
future of Indigenous peoples in Montreal and we
stand in solidarity with the Indigenous members of
our community.

In relationship to our land, we also acknowledge that
we are in a climate crisis and we support scientists
and activists working towards sustainable solutions.
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NOTES FROM ARTISTS

EMILIE MONNET

CREATOR, CO-DIREGTOR, PERFORMER

| have always been fascinated by dreams.

When waking up, I've even got into the habit of staying in that state
between sleeping and waking, where it's easier to hold on to dreams -
before they slip away and disappear inside my psyche.

Most of the time, what | remember are fragments. Words whispered in
my ear while sleeping and whose meaning | try to decipher later, or
images - like strange little films - that open new portals in the tributaries
of my imagination.

| feel like these dreams help me broaden my vision.

| like to write my dreams down in a notebook, so as not to forget them
and to be able to recall them to myself in due time. | always find
inspiration for my creations there.

It was in my recurrent dream of Micha Amik, the giant beaver, that the
image of the dam as a poetic metaphor appeared to me. | wanted to go
up the river of my DNA to better understand where | come from and
the beaver became a guide in this journey:.




-
NOTES FROM ARTISTS

EMMA TIBALDO

C0-DIREGTOR, DRAMATURG, DIREGTION OF PERFORMERS

| first encountered Emilie’s play through PWM, as part of the
Interdisciplinary Writers Lab. It was at the beginning stage of
creation, monologues exploring a personal story of discovery, and
they were striking. Over time it has grown into a stunning play of a
woman'’s journey through fear to finding strength and inner
courage by connecting to her ancestors, and speaking her truth. As
a co-director, my focus was supporting Emilie in her quest to
finding meaningful images she could explore on stage as an actor,
and to rediscover how she built her play so that the depth of the
journey could be communicated to an audience. This production
has shown me just how much richer a rehearsal process can
become when we build on each other’s ideas, and constantly seek
for greater specificity in movement and storytelling. It has been a
journey like no other.




-
NOTES FROM ARTISTS

SARAH WILLIAMS

C0-DIREGTOR, GHOREOGRAPHER

Usually, it takes a while to establish a working process. For this
piece, the delineation of the roles between Emilie, Emma and
myself was very fluid and fell into place naturally and quickly. Input
on movement, dramaturgy, text or design would often come from
any one of the three of us. This removal of the hierarchical model
of directing served the process and the piece well.

The pentagon shaped set opened interesting challenges and
wonderful, unexpected movement choices. Having the audience

on five sides necessitated movement where the body fills the
space in 360 degrees for the duration of the show.

| wanted to have Emilie connect with the emotion and evocative
imagery of the text and | used the initial small impulses that the
text produced in her body as the starting point to develop the
movement vocabulary for the piece.




Created, Co-Directed and Performed by Emilie Monnet

Frédéric Auger - Technical Consultant

Lucie Bazzo - Lighting Designer

Luciana Burcheri - Stage Manager

Clark Ferguson - Video Designer

Marie-Eve Fortier - Props Builder

Jackie Gallant - Sound Designer, Performer

Simon Guilbault - Set Designer

Maureen Labonté - Translation Dramaturg

Caroline Monnet - Costume Designer

Meky Ottawa - lllustrator

Sage Paul - Moccasins

Simon Riverin - Sound Engineer

Ted Stafford- Technical Director

Thérése Telesh Bégin - Birch Bark Biting Performer and Knowledge Keeper
Véronique Thusky - Voice Performer/Anishnaabemowin Language and
Culture Consultant

Emma Tibaldo - Co-Director, Dramaturg and Direction of Performers
Sonya Vallis - Costume Builder

Sarah Williams - Co-Director and Choreographer

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Fatma Sarah Elkashef, Hannah Kirby, La Machinerie des arts for their administrative
support, Cultivart, Joséphine Bacon, Simon Brascoupe, Floyd Favel, Anna Mapachee,
Espace Go, Catherine Sasseville, Amelie Dionoski



http://sagepaul.com/





































Make good SENSE of it

it will be oKk

Making sense of IT ALL
Mino Abijiton

VULNERABILITY
IS A PRIVILEGE

Kotaadjiwin: FEAR

Kotaanend@goziwin: THAT WHICH CREATES FEAR
Kotaadendagon: IT'S SCARY

Kotadji: 10 BE AFRAID

SOONGIDEYE: TO STOP BEING AFRAID.
SOONGIDEYE: TO STOP BEING AFRAID.
SUONGIOEVE: 70 STOP BENG AFRAI0




The French production of Okinum was
developed by CEAD and PWM, through a
residency at Théatre Aux Ecuries. Okinum was
premiered at Centre du Théatre d'Aujourd'nhui,
and produced by Onishka in collaboration with
PWM.

[43A D

Translation commissioned and developed by
Playwrights' Workshop Montreal, with the
support of the Cole Foundation.

PWM

Playwrights' Workshop Montréal

/ \
/ S Fondation

CONSEIL COle

DES ARTS Proud Supporter of

DE MONTREAL Foundation
Brave New Looks

WABI SABI PLANNING LAB



https://www.cead.qc.ca/_accueil
https://www.playwrights.ca/

ABOUT IMAGO THEATRE

Imago Theatre is a catalyst for conversation, an advocate for
equal representation and a hub for stories about
unstoppable women.

Imago Theatre creates work rooted in a daring feminist artistic practice. We
are committed to pushing boundaries, expanding form, engaging in essential
dialogue about urgent social issues, and centering on the diverse stories,
voices and experiences of unstoppable women. This is present in every aspect
of our work: productions and presentations, the ARTISTA free mentorship
program for young women, artistic residencies, post-show talkbacks,
workshops, community events, and our Pay-What-You-Decide initiative. An
artist-driven organization, we value radical artistic practice, impactful and
challenging dialogue, equity, mentorship and social change.

Imago Team Imago Board of Directors
Micheline Chevrier - Artistic & Executive Director Claudia Torregrosa - President
Cristina Cugliandro - Artistic Associate Katherine Frohlich - Vice-President *
Danna-Rae Evasiuk - Associate Artist, Communications Valerie Lafond - Secretary
Shauna Janssen - Associate Artist Montserrat Cortez Ghio - Treasurer
Joy Ross-Jones - Associate Artist, ARTISTA Associate Program Director
Kathleen Stavert - ARTISTA Program Director Members
Alessandra Tom - Artistic & Administrative Assistant Micheline Chevrier  Joyce Boro
Andrew Katz Anastasia Stacy Gagnidze
Andrew Andreoli - Videographer Andrée Lalumiere  Oana Nitu
Meags Fitzgerald - lllustrator & Graphic Designer Elodie Le Grand
Jake Ackman - Tech Angel Clare Schapiro

. Marin Savignac
' Corinne Roche
Viviane Dohle

-"HEATRE Peter Roberts

Advisory Committee



https://www.imagotheatre.ca/

ABOUT ONISHKA THEATRE

Based in Tiohtia:ke/Mooniyang/Montreal, the Onishka interdisciplinary arts company -
whose name means “wake up” in Anishinaabemowin - weaves interconnections between
Indigenous peoples in Quebec, Canada and all over the world. The creators of each of the
company's projects work together to develop a way of relating to the world, that draws on
the philosophies, practices and knowledge from their diverse heritages.

Often collaborative, the creative processes nurtured by Onishka are embedded in the
locations and interrelationships that unfold therein. Frequently involving knowledge
keepers, these intergenerational processes rely on an approach characterized by being
present, listening and caring for what surrounds us. Artistic practices are intertwined,
rather than compartmentalized.

In Onishka's creative processes, the relationships that emerge are based on a continuous
interaction between the artists involved, as well as their communities and territories. Ways
of doing and knowing are resolutely non- linear, and make use of a physical and
multisensory practice.

Convoking the presence of land, Onishka's creations often make use of sound
documentation, integrating excerpts from audio recordings of interviews. In the resulting
performances, the atmosphere and the relationships that are created between the people
conversing become audible, for example through the manner in which they sip their tea.

Bringing together the world of the visible and the invisible, several of Onishka's projects
have emerged from dreams. Keeping a dream journal is thus an integral part of Emilie
Monnet's artistic practice; for the artist, the dream world is a very fertile breeding ground
for creativity.

ONISHKN



https://onishka.org/en/mandate/

CENTRUR THEATRE STAFF

Eda Holmes - Artistic & Executive Director
Charles Childs - General Manager

ADMINISTRATION

Henry Brisson - Bookkeeper

Barbara Ford - Communications & Web Writer
Vanessa Gomory - Box Office Manager

Victoria Hall - Assistant Box Office Manager

Charlie McKendy - Maintenance

Haleema Mini - Director of Development

Liana Rose Mundy - Interim Development Assistant
Aleksandra Oleszkiewicz - Accounting Manager
Rose Plotek - Associate Artist

Vanessa Rigaux - Digital Media Manager

Eloi Savoie - Communications and Marketing Manager
Layne Shutt - Front of House Manager

PRODUCTION

Luciana Burcheri - Production Associate

Peter Cerone - Audio & Video Engineer
Howard Mendelsohn - Production Manager
Elly Tomasson - Assistant Production Manager

TECHNICIANS / SET-UP CREW
Caite Clark

e =)CENTAUR
2 THEATRE

Annalise Peterson-Perry



https://centaurtheatre.com/
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Marguerite: le feu %
Productions OnishRa '*':f :
Written and Directed by 3

Emilie Monnet
Premiering in 2022



https://nac-cna.ca/en/creationfund/project/marguerite
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An Imago Theatre production
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ISTA

IMAGO THEATRE'S FREE MENTORSHIP PROGRAM FOR YOUNG WOMEN*

APPLICATIONS OPEN
FALL 2021

*Imago Theatre promotes an inclusive definition of women which
includes all people who experience the world as women; trans women,
cis-women, as well as non-binary people who are comfortable in a
space that centres the experiences of women.
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