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M RT Studio Productions

FORTUNE, MY FOE
by

Robertson Davies

Directed by Charles Rittenhouse 

Setting by Hans Berends

Produced under the supervision of Doreen Lewis

* * *

CAST.. . in order of appearance

James Steele (Chilly Jim) ........................................................Harold Kelley

Nicholas Hayward ................................................................Griffith Brewer

Idris Rowlands ........................................................................ John Stewart

Edward Weir ..........................................................................Kenneth Haslam

Buckety Murphy (Bucket O’Slops) .........................................Eric Mathcson

Vanessa Medway....................................................................Suzette Amos

Franz Szabo ............................................................................Adolf Mueller

Ursula Simonds .................................................. ................... Rita Roy

Orville Tapscott ...................................................................... Louis Burggraf

Mrs. E. C. Philpott....................................................................Winifred Dennis

The scene is James Steele’s equivocal establishment 
near the city of Kingston, Ontario. It is early autumn.

ACT I. Late afternoon.

ACT II. Early evening. A week later.

ACT III. Evening. A week later.

Puppets made by Marie and Griffith Brewer. 
Puppeteer — John Common
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PRODUCTION

Stage Manager.- TIM STAPLETON 

Production Manager: JEAN STAPLETON

Properties: SYLVIA SPIEGELMAN 

Assistants: I. ROBERTSON 
A. TRUESDELL

Stage Crew: F. FARHA, J. FOWLER
R. ROBINSON, L. WOLLOCK

Lighting: G. DICKINSON, N. HOLTZMAN

Prompters: J. MACHULAITIS, B. MURRAY

Make-up: C. BENSLEY, E. WILSON

MRT STUDIO MEMBERSHIP 

1950 - 51

Double - $5.00 Single - $2.50

Double membership entitles you to two 
tickets, Single membership to one ticket 
to each of the three Studio Productions, 
with the privilege of permanent res­
ervations.

Studio Productions represent the more 
experimental phase of MRT, specializ­
ing in plays v/hich are novel in form 
or construction, lesser known works of 
great dramatists and new plays of 
merit by Canadian playwrights.



THE PRODUCTION

“Fortune, My Foe” is a Canadian play. The 
people in it are Canadians, and could be no 
other nationality. The locale is near Kingston, 
Ontario, and could be many spots in Canada. 
There are two themes running together and 
merging at the end, and both are Canadian. 
What this play has to say is important. It is 
not a matter of geography, of prairie wastes 
or frozen northlands; it is a matter of spirit 
and intellect.

The action of the play is set in a bar, 
where fresh fruit juice is sold at a high price, 
and gin (neatly fished by boathook out of the 
river, where it lives peacefully in a bucket 
on Crown property) is given to a selected few 
by the proprietor, Chilly Steel. Chilly is a 
character, a man whose independent spirit 
delights in providing the sort of place where 
a man can be alone; a man to whom lan­
guage is a hobby and for whom skilfully 
manipulated marionettes seem like a religion.

To Chilly’s bar come the people who 
weave the tale. Here is Idris Rowlands, a 
university professor, originally English, who is 
embittered and intellectually frustrated, but 
still capable of deep and earnest passion. 
Canada creates in him belief and despair. 
Also from the university, albeit a mere in­
structor, is Nicholas Hayward, an intellectual, 
high-spirited, younger man, who feels that 
whatever talents hé may have will be wasted 
on the desert air if he remains in Canada. 
“Everybody says that Canada is a hard 
country to govern,” he says, “but nobody 
mentions that for some people it is also a 
hard country to live in.” Nicholas craves, 
aiso, a salary which will allow him to marry, 
for he is in love. Vanessa Medway is a 
curious girl, maturgg intellectually, but un­
developed emotionally, and unable to do 
more than observe Nicholas and his love 
for her with detachment.

Then there is Franz- Szabo, an Austrian- 
Bohemian, and a Master Puppeteer. Szabo 
plays a curious role in the. unfolding of the 
theme. He is the foreigner, among a group 
of Canadians, but he is a great artist, and be­
cause of this it is he who intensifies the per­
ception and determination of the others. He 
meets thé gloomy predictions of Nicholas and 
Idris and Edward Weir, a thoroughly like­
able, lively newspaperman, with quiet assur­
ance. However they may emphasize the lack 
of artistic appreciation in Canada, he is un-
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moved. When Rowlands remarks ironically to 
him, “We have the talkies in Canada. Have 
you heard of them?”, he replies, “Oh, yes. 
But somebody discovers Coca Cola, and 
there is still a place for good wine.”

There are other characters. There is Ursula 
Simonds, a completely repellent socialist; 
Orville Tapscott, a recreational organizer who 
objects to Don Quixote's Mistress Dulcina be­
cause he's on the Board of the Y.; Mattie 
Philpott, who is an enthusiastic supporter of 
Arts and Crafts, gruesome examples of which 
bespangle her person, and Buckety Murphy, 
an ingratiating, alcoholic, down-at-heel bum.

The primary theme to be stated concerns 
Nicholas’ problems—his yearning for recogni­
tion and for Vanessa, and his resolution to go 
to the United States in order to achieve both 
these ambitions. The secondary theme, about 
which the plot revolves, is the desperate at­
tempt to find some way of reaching an 
audience for Szabo, who took sixteen years 
to become a master puppeteer. Here the con­
trast is made between the North American 
passion for doing everything in a hurry, and 
the artist’s incomprehension of aiming at 
speed instead of at perfection.

The experiment ends in disaster, and the 
Canadians are crushed, ashamed and aching 
with sympathy for Szabo. But Szabo is neither 
crushed nor beaten. He is an artist, his 
nationality is unimportant. People are simply 
people to him, and he is passionately con­
vinced that his puppets will find audiences 
in twentieth century Canada as they did in 
ancient Egypt. “So long as I keep the image 
of my work clear in my heart, I shall not fail. 
The educated like my work, and the un­
educated like it. As for the half-educated— 
well, we can only pray for them in Canada, 
as elsewhere.”

By Beatrice Munro Brown.
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