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Ap r i l  2 Ma y  1 2 ,  2 0 0 2

Centaur Theatre Company
p r e s e n t s

dinner with friends
by Donald Margulies 

directed by Rosemary Dunsmore

Starring (in alphabetical order)

Tom Steve Adams 

Beth Danette MacKay 

Gabe Gordon McCall 

Karen Linda Smith

set and costume design by Dennis Horn 

lighting design by Spike Lyne 

stage manager Wendy Rockburn

apprentice stage manager Melanie St. Jacques

TIME : 

LOCATION :

The Present 
The Eastern Seaboard

CONSEIL
deserts

. . . I t

There will be one intermission.

Commissioned by and premiered at Actors Theatre of Louisville 
Subsequently produced by South Coast Repertory 
Originally produced Off-Broadway by:
Mitchell Mawell, Mark Balsam, Ted Tulchin 
Victoria Maxwell, Mari Nakachi, Steven Tulchin 
Dinner with Friends by Donald Margulies is presented 
by arrangement w ith  Dramatists Play Services, Inc. in New York.
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“What makes a happy marriage?

It is a question which all men and women ask one another.... 

The answer is to be found, I think, in the mutual discovery, by two 

who marry, of the deepest need of the other's personality, 

and the satisfaction of that need. ” - Pearl S. Buck.

director’s notes
This play explores the  expectations we have of marriage. I arranged my wedding 

with a certain em barrassm ent. I shunned the  commercial venture and shyed 

away from the traditional romantic trappings. At the  sam e tim e, I w anted it to be 

special but I felt apologetic asking friends to participate. W hat I quickly realized 

was everyone w anted to be involved. The wedding was for everyone a celebration 

of the  institution itself. Our friends and family were also marrying our marriage. 

Indeed the  service charges the guests to standby and fortify the  union.

Surrounded by friends w e say "I do" filled with an idyllic notion of living happily 

ever after. Marriage for love is a relatively new practice in our society. Previously 

m arriages w ere arranged for practical reasons. Now we marry because this person 

makes us feel complete and seems to fulfil our needs. The difficulty is th a t as we 

stand a t the  alter, we may not yet recognize w hat our real needs are. The glory of 

marriage is th a t as life's challenges force us to  confront th e  essential mystery of 

ourselves as individuals, we need not be alone, if we dare to  risk true intimacy. 

It isn't easy and all the  more so, because we thought it would be. We hope you 

thrive on the discussion as much as we have.

- Rosemary Dunsmore



The Playwright

Donald Margulies (Playwright) won a Pulitzer Prize for drama in

2000 for Dinner With Friends. He was the 2000 recipient of the Sidney

Kingsley Award for outstanding achievement in the theatre by a play­

wright. His other plays include Collected Stories (Pulitzer Prize finalist and

Hull-Warriner nominee), The Model Apartment (Hull-Warriner nominee and

Obie Award winner), Sight Unseen (Pulitzer Prize finalist and winner of the

Hull-Warriner and Obie awards); July 7, 1994, The Loman Family Picnic,

Pitching to the Star; Zimmer, Luna Park, Broken Sleep, God o f Vengeance,

Found a Peanut, and What's Wrong with This Picture? Margulies wrote the

teleplay for the HBO version of Dinner With Friends that premiered in August

2000. He lives in New Haven, Connecticut, where he teaches playwriting at

the Yale School of Drama.
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<U Rosemary Dunsmore (Director) appeared last season in Centaur's 

production of Wit for which she won a Masque award. She divides 

her professional time between acting, directing and teaching. This 

past season, she directed Fighting Words at the Factory Theatre in 

3  Toronto and Wuthering Heights at Theatre Aquarius in Hamilton. She 

can be heard as Lillian on CBC's radio's Hartfeldt Saskachewan. This winter she shot a 

role in the new Stephen King film DreamCatcher. She teaches acting and directing 

actors at the National Theatre School, Canadian Film Centre, University of Toronto, 

Shortworks Halifax and Equity Showcase. Among her many television appearances are 

the title role in Mom P.I. and Katherine Brooke in the sequel of of Green Gables.

She recurs as a judge on The Associates and Soulfood. She was chosen in 1990 for 

McLean's Magazine Honour Roll as a Canadian who "makes a difference"
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Steve Adams (Tom)happily returns to the Centaur stage. He was 

last seen here in Angels in America, Part Perestroika. Steve was 

born in Hamilton, Ontario and now happily resides with his lovely 

wife in Montreal after spending many years in Toronto and 

Vancouver. His theatre credits include Androicles and the Lion, The 

Lost Letter, 1984 (Shaw Festival), Pal Joey (Tarragon Theatre), The Suicide (Alumnae 

Theatre) A Streetcar Named Desire (Theatre Aquarius), Deathtrap (Rainbow Theatre), 

Sins of the Father (Vancouver Fringe), Semmelweiss, Chekov in Yalta (Equity Showcase). 

His numerous film and television credits include Affliction, Savage Messiah, Confessions 

of a Dangerous Mind, For Hire, Pressure Point, I  MAX: Ultimate G's, Nuremberg, 2000 and 

None, Stardom, Possible Worlds, Largo Winch, Arrival II, X-Files, Twilight Zone, Whiskers, 

Neon Rider, Commish, Wiseguy, Thunderpoint, Night Heat, Dead Man's Gun, Are You Afraid 

of the Dark, Student Bodies, Top Cops to name but a few. Steve also writes screenplays 

and is in the process of editing his first short film that he wrote, produced and directed. 

Hobbies include anything to do with Formula One racing and searching for signs of 

intelligent life on other planets. Don't ask.

>
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Danette MacKay (Beth) Perversely, Danette is most well 

known from a certain LotoQuebec commercial, although local 

audiences might also remember her as Linda in Play It Again, 

Sam at the Saidye Bronfman Center, and as Skai in The Small 

Play at Theatre la Chapelle or as She in Ceremony at Geordie, or 

in any number of other roles in fabulous, obscure productions. When last she 

performed at Centaur, she was hugely pregnant as Sylvie in Scarpone. Recent film  

and TV credits include Hysteria: the Def Leppard Story for VH.1 where she played a

55-year old mum of a rock star, and Within These Walls for Lifetime, where she got 

to cry w ith Laura Bern. She started up and is the Emcee of the Kiss My Cabaret 

soirée at La Sala Rossa, featuring some of the best and brightest Montreal per­

formers. She is honoured to be a part of this production, performing in this won­

drous play. She has one husband, two daughters, one dog, three cats and five fish.

Ear

Gordon McCall (Gabe)A professional actor since the age of 

twenty-one, Gordon has acted on stages from coast to coast. 

Some favourite roles include,Trinculo in The and Greta 

in Bent (The Manitoba Theatre Centre), Edward in Someone 

Who'll Watch Over Me and Floyd in Cold Comfort (Sudbury 

Theatre Centre), Arthur Birling in An Inspector Calls (Saskatoon's Persephone 

Theatre), Wullie in The Black Bonspiel o f Wullie MacCrimmon, Father in Some 

Assembly Required (The Thousand Islands Playhouse) and Ivan in Drinking Alone 

(Hudson's Village Theatre West). Host of his own television talk show for two years 

in Saskatoon, Gordon also enjoys working in film  and television, when the oppor­

tunity arises. The role that he continues to enjoy the most, however, is that of 

Artistic Director of Centaur Theatre Company. As always, Gordon wishes to thank 

his wife, Eloise, and sons Sean and Spencer, and director Rosemary, and the amaz­

ing Centaur family for being so incredible.
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Linda Smith (Karen) is delighted to be performing on the Centaur stage again 

where she previously appeared in On Hot Tin and Look Back In Anger. 

Linda, a native Montrealer has been travelling and studying and doing her part to 

support the local film industry. She was recently seen in the HBO series Dice and will 

soon be seen in the made for TV movie Aftermath. Enjoy the show. By the way, if 

anyone knows of a nice apartment to rent please let me know.

1
â

^  Spike Lyne (Lighting t Designer) is a graduate of The National Theatre School

■  of Canada. He currently works at the school as a technical production coach and 

jW  lighting design instructor. He is also the Technical Production Manager for Moyse

■  Hall at McGill University. Centaur audiences will be familiar with Spike's work as 

WÊ lighting designer for the Bowser and Blue's Blokes trilogy. Some of his recent design

credits include Sleuth at the (Saidye Bronfman Centre), Marchand du Sabie, Hamlet (Salle #6), and 

Ne Jetez Pas De Cendre Par Terre (Théâtre Deuxième Réalité). For the Just For Laughs Festival, Spike's 

credits include Mom's the Word, Norman Rockwell is Bleeding, Christopher Titus, Late Nite Catechism, 

Richard Jeni, One Funny Bastard, Lee Evans, Ben Elton. Most recently, Spike was lighting designer for 

The Just for Laughs inaugural Canadian Gala tour. Spike will be coordinating the new lighting design 

specialization program for the National Theatre School this coming fall.

62*

Dennis Horn (Sef and Costume Design) returns to Centaur with trepidation. After 

all, when he was here to do Twelfth Night they had an ice storm in his honour. He 

also had the priviledge of designing the Quebec English-language premier of The 

Orphan Muses at Centaur in 1997. Recent credits include Nurse Jane Goes To Hawaii 

(Grand Theatre), Problem Child, the premiere of Queen Miili o f Galt (Theatre and 

Company) and the costumes for Fiddler on The Roof and Dracula (Thousand Island Playhouse). Other 

credits are Hayfever (Thousand Island Playhouse), Beauty Queen ofLeenane with Rosemary Dunsmore 

(Manitoba Theatre Centre). Dennis is the President of the Associated Designers of Canada. When not 

living out of a suitcase, Dennis lives in Elora, Ontario with a Springer spaniel named Bailey.

0
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Wendy Rockburn (StageManager) is very excited to be working on this 

wonderful play with such illustrious company. Previous Centaur credits 

include Freeze, Art, Oliver!, Driving Miss Daisy, The Gin Game and Waiting For 

Godot. She would like to take this opportunity to wish a wonderfully 

Happy 90'" Birthday to Mr. Karl Malden, who has encouraged and inspired 

her in this life in the theatre for so many years.

1 «  W
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Melanie St Jacques (Apprentice Stage Manager) is very excited to be 

working with the team at Centaur. This is her third experience with the 

Centaur, since working as an apprentice stage manager earlier this season 

with Art,and with last season's Trick or Treat. After studying theatre at the 

Dome, where her favorite roles include: Clara Soppit in When We Are 

Married and Grandma in You Can't Take It With You, she has been acting and stage managing 

with the Montreal based entertainment company Untimely Ripped, of which she is a proud 

member. Recent UR acting credits include: Alison in Look back in Anger and Thelma in Nine 

Days in January. UR stage managing credits include: Spangled Girl, Prisoner of 2nd

Avenue, and Leaf in the Mailbox. When Melanie is not focusing on theatre, she dabbles in 

catering and the art of food presentation.Thanks to family and friends for their unbelievable 

support and encouragement.

Q
fSEAGRAM ART GALLERY

at C E N T A U R  T H E A T R E

Kate Walker
Every painting is a journey for me, whether it's an escape 
from the everyday or an exploration of identity in our 
pluralistic society. Our lives are very busy, full of change 
and unpredictability. In my works I try to depict a quiet 
moment, a look, a memory, or a mood, subjects that range 
from figures contemplating to objects we see everyday 
but never really look at. Every painting is a reflection of 
me but hopefully the viewers can find something of 
themselves as well.
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For rental information call : 288-1229



Thank you for your commitment to live theatre!
Centaur Theatre gratefully acknowledges the financia l support o f  the many individuals, families, foundations 
and corporations who have contributed to our success. These gifts make i t  possible fo r  us to continue to present high 
quality productions that strengthen our community.

For information on the benefits o f  supporting the Centaur Theatre, please contact the Development Department 
at 288-1229 ext. 235/240.

Donors to  Foundation & Corporate Campaigns cfebmary 2001 - March 2002)
Guarantors ($5,000 and above)
Eric Baker Family Foundation 
Domtar Inc.
Imperial Tobacco

Patrons ($2,500 $4,999)
Marjorie Bronfman
CIBC World Markets Children's Miracle 

Foundation
Destinations ETC./Carlson Wagonlit Travel

Benefactors ($1,000 - $2,499)
Alcon Canada Inc.
Bank of Montreal 
Diana & John Bennett 
The Birks Family Foundation 
Canderel
The Cole Foundation 
Diners Club International/en Route 
Mitzi & Mel Dobrin Family Foundation 
Aaron & Wally Fish Family Foundation 
E.D. Foods Ltd.

T

The Seagram Company Ltd./La 
Compagnie Seagram Ltée. 

Zeller Family Foundation

Mrs. Edith Low-Beer 
Power Corporation of Canada 
Pratt & Whitney Canada

Interin vest Consulting Corp. of Canada 
Kaytronics Inc.
Velan Inc.

Gestion de capital Knight, Bain, Seath 
& Holbrook 

Gildan Activewear

The Molson Donations Fund 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Reitmans Inc.
The Roasters Foundation 
Royal Bank of Canada Charitable 

Foundation
Dennis A. Sharp & Hélène Côté-Sharp 
The Annie & Nathan Steinberg Family 

Foundation 
UBS Bunting Warburg

Financière Banque Nationale 
John D.B. Hart 
The Hay Foundation 
Heenan Blaikie
The Hudson's Bay Charitable Foundation 
Ital Wong Fashions Inc.
Laurentian Bank Foundation 
The Lloyd Carr-Harris Foundation 
McLean Budden Ltd.
Métro Inc.

S e a s o n  2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 2  S p o n s o r

A  Hydro
Québec

P r o d u c t i o n  a n d  S e r i e s  S p o n s o r s wm*
S  du Maurier A rts MAMBO ITALIANO

Septem ber 25 -  October 2 1 ,2 0 0 1

tieiué
Desjardins FREEZE 1January 29  -  March 1 0 ,2 0 0 2

4
A MOON FOR 

THE MISBEGOTTENAventis
March 5 -  March 3 1 ,2 0 0 2

S aturday M o rn in g  
C h ildren 's  Series

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ October 2001 -M a y  2002

wn
PETROCANADA

M e d i a  S p o n s o r s

MONTREAL'S canada.com
LITE ROCK 92.5 FM
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Sustaining Donors ($500 - $999)

AGTI Services Conseils inc. 
BDO Dunwoody 
Barrie and Ann Birks 
Boeckh Capital Co. Ltd. 
Canada Steamship Lines Inc.

Consoltex Inc.
Dominik Dlouhy & Janet Boeckh 
Leonard Ellen Family Foundation 
Générale Électrique du Canada Inc. 
James Dawson Enterprises Ltd. 
Kruger Inc.

Chubb du Canada Compagnie d' assurance Laketon Investment Management

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
Robco Inc.
Mike Rosenbloom Foundation 
The Richter Charitable Foundation 
Saine Marketing
Fondation Denise et Guy St-Germain 
Sun Life Financial 
Turgeon, Meilleur et Associés inc. 
Unilight Limited

CGI

CIBC Charitable Foundation 
CMC Electronics 
The Cole Foundation

Mail-Well Label 
Montrusco Bolton 
OLCO Petroleum Group Inc.

Centaur Theatre Members' Program

Leading Roles
George & Sylvia Aikins 
Dr. Hans & Janet Black 
Anrea & Peter Blanar 
Angela & John Chen 
Jill & Stuart Cobbett 
Amelia Facciola 
Claire Gohier & Brian Levitt 
Barry R. Guihan 
Chantal Guimont 
George King

Michael & Sandra Lawrence
Yvonne & Allan Mass
Beth & Hugh McAdams
Janet & Gordon McConnell
Richard McConomy & Pierrette Sévigny
Ron Meisels & Nancy Lydon
Christine Okuda-Hara
Doug & Chris Onions
Adrienne & John Peacock

Andrew Pelletier 
Cherry & Michael Richards 
Howard B. Ripstein, C.A.
Irene Simons, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Graham Smith 
Norman Steinberg & Renée Kessler 
Jessica Szwaronek 
John L. ThreshieJr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Winsor

Featured Players
Elizabeth & J. Louis Ariano 
Dana & Bill Bell
Kit Brennan & Andrew W illm er 
Mr. & Mrs. J.H. Brodeur 
Browns Shoe Shops 
Régula Brunies 
Stephen & Barbara Coplan 
Derek & Joan Crossen 
Mrs. Dorothy Dorsey 
Mark & Anne Drake

Louise Dryver 
Victor & Leslie Eiser 
John Fawcett 
Lynn & Alan Gold 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Haber 
Barbara & Neil Hindle 
Richard Layden 
Judith Mappin
In Memory of Elizabeth Morris 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael O'Donovan

Susan Riddell
Katherine & James Robb
Valerie & David Shannon
Joan & K. Warren Simpson
Dr. & Mrs. Donald Taylor
William Tierney & Deborah Campbell
Mary & Don Wells
Ivor W harf
Linda & Mark Zimmerman

JWe endeavor to provide an accurate listing of all donors in the above categories 
For changes or updates please contact Anna Nixon, Donations Coordinator at 288-1229 ext. 240
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Redefines Dinner in Old Montreal

260 Notre Dame West
514.842.2232
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Gordon McCall
Artistic & Executive Director

Gordon McCall, Artistic Director
Charles Childs
General Manager 453 St-François Xavier, 

Old-Montreal, QC H2Y2T1 
Administration: (514) 288-1229 
Fax: (514) 288-8575 
Box Office: (514) 288-3161 
www.centaurtheatre.com

Administration
Quincy Armorer Assistant to the Front of House Manager 
Robert Astle Playwright in residence 
Diane Bouchard Assistant Box Office Manager
Henry Brisson Bookeeper
Terry Diab Development Director
Jaimie Earley Public Relations/Marketing Assistant
Patrie Gagner Head of Maintenance
Alex Haber Associate Playwright in Residence
Vanessa Herrick Public Relations /  Marketing Director
Mark Hooper Maintenance
Ann Lambert Playwright in Residence
Virginia Massey Receptionist
Margaret Murphy Assistant Box Office Manager
Anna Nixon Donations Coordinator
Aleksandra Oleszkiewicz Accounting Manager
Lynn Priest Box Office Manager
Steve Ross Graphic Designer
Layne Shutt House Manager
Catherine Vokey Administrative Assistant

Board o f Directors
Richard McConomy McConomy & Associates - Chairman

Peter Blanar Treasurer 
Janet Black Interinvest Corporation 

Marie Anna Bacchi Certen Inc.
John Chen, M.D. Montreal Retina and Laser Institute

Stuart H. (Kip) Cobbett Stikeman Elliott 
Chantal Guimont Hydro-Québec 

Hugh W. McAdams 

Yvonne Mass Dawson College 
David Meisels Pratt & Whitney Canada Limited 

Ron Meisels P & C Holdings 
Adrienne Peacock 

Andrew Pelletier Retro Canada 
Cheryl Richards 

Irene Simons, MDProduction
Mark Baehr Head Technician C1 
Daniel Barkley Head Scenic Artist 
Rachel Berger Apprentice Carpenter 
Richard Brown Properties Builder
Margaret Collis Welder 
Louis Fredette Running Crew 
Paul Gorrie Assistant Carpenter 
Mitch Jamieson Technical Director
Nadia Lombardo Painter 
Vickie Marston Head of Properties 
Howard Mendelsohn Production Manager 
Mark Rieger Head Technician C2 
Ron Rolfe Hair 
Kevin Tighe Audio Engineer 
Mary Thomas Wardrobe Supervisor 
Kristina Von Ond Wardrobe Mistress 
Alan Yeoman Head Carpenter

Special THANKS

Yanick Macdonald, Photographer 
Bruce Field, Photographer 

Michael Kinghorn, Dramaturge 
Linen Chest 

Robert Leonard

Children's Voices
Jesse Camacho, Sarah Camacho, James Bernicky, Vincent Davis

Centaur Theatre Company is a member of the Professional Association of 
Canadian Theatres and engages artists who are members of 
Canadian Actors' Equity Association, under the terms of the Canadian Theatre 
Agreement. Centaur Theatre Company performs under the auspices of the 
Centaur Foundation for the Performing Arts.

Set-Up Crew 
Rob Denton 

J.O. Dupuis 
Lucas Fehr 
Andrew McFarland 

Aleks Niestros 
Jonathan Tom

Destinations ETC 
Carlson Wagonlit Travel 

The Official Travel Agency of Centaur Theatre

I

http://www.centaurtheatre.com


Qualified to 
Manage Your 

Wealth
Read more about our services

@
w w w .3m acs.com

Ian H. Black 
John H. Bridgman

Portfolio Managers
Robert A. McKenzie CFA
Assistant Portfolio Manager

RESTAURACJA
POLSKA

MacDougall, MacDougall & MacTier Inc. 200 St-Paul Street ,
Tel: 514-394-3000 (corner St-François-Xavier)

Member of the Bourse de Montréal & Toronto Stock Exchange 
Investment Dealers Association of Canada & CIPF 845-6611

TAKE
A

BOW.
For playing such 

an important role in the English 
community, we salute you.

MONTREAL'S
/ oWATCH
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Don't miss our next production
May 7 -June 2,2002

THEMONTREAL PREMIERE 
Directed by Ben Barnes, 

Artistic Director 
o f Ireland's Abbey Theatre

CRIPPLEINTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIONS SERIES
We are very happy to welcome Ben Barnes, Artistic 

Director of Ireland's Abbey Theatre and director of the 
Les Masques award-winning Centaur productions of 

'Waiting For Godot' by Samuel Beckett and 'The Beauty 
Queen of Leenane'by Martin McDonagh.

:

1

INISHMAANWelcome, once again, to the world of Martin 
McDonagh, the Bad Boy of Irish theatre. His is a world 

of the blackest, wickedest humour, of scorching 
characterizations and stunning plot twists. Two seasons 

ago, our production ofMcDonagh's 'The Beauty Queen 
of Leenane', also under the direction of Mr. Barnes, was 

so popular that we could hardly wait to bring this 
equally riveting piece of 'McDonagh Magic' to our 

audience, once again, under Mr. Barnes'direction.

!

%

%

% %
% %

+In 1934, the people of Inishmaan learn that the 
Hollywood director Robert Flaherty is coming to the 

neighbouring island to film his documentary Man of Aran. 
No one is more excited than Cripple Billy, an unloved boy 

I whose chief occupation has been gazing at cows and 
! yearning for a girl who wants no part of him. For Billy is 

determined to cross the sea and audition for the Yank. 
And as news of his audacity ripples through his rumour- 
starved community, The Cripple of Inishmaan becomes a 
merciless portrayal of a world so comically cramped and 

mean-spirited that hope is an affront to its order.
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"McDonagh is exuberantly nervy and talented... 

He could be... the most original, seriously 

pertinent Irish playwright in years. " 

The New York Times
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