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T H E 

TRAVELLER'S HAND-BOOK 
T O 

QUEBEC AND ITS ENVIRONS. 

The object of the present humble publication is to give 
the traveller a precise idea of the different objects of 
interest, either in the City or its environs, the most con­
venient mode of reaching them, and the expense atten­
dant thereupon, together with such slight knowledge of 
the local history of the place, as~will enable the stranger 
to dispense with any other cicerone than this. 

There is no city on this continent in which so many 
varied attractions to the sight-seer are accumulated as 
Quebec, and more especially is this true of the American 
Traveller. The cities of America,—Boston to some small 
extent excepted,—aiford nothing of historical interest; 
their buildings are modern, and their population fluc­
tuating. Not so with THIS OLD FRENCH TOWN AND FORT­
RESS; its massive walls and frowning battlements have 
witnessed events of importance in the World's history, 
and priv*>*e residences more solid than a New York 
Church, have survived from the foundations of the City, 
and were mansions of French Officials when Massachu­
setts was ruled by the Pilgrim Fathers. The majority of 
the people are still French, and the surrounding rural 
population is almost exclusively composed of the old Ca­
nadian HABITANTS, whose picturesque costume and pri­
mitive simplicity of manners render them not unworthy 
observation ; still English is the only tongue known to 
thousands of residents in the city, and French is an ac­
complishment which no tourist or other stranger requires 
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to possess ; in fact almost, every one with whom he comes 
into any necessary contact speaks English nearly as 
fluently as himself. 

The St. Lawrence, an inland sea, in which a man of war 
might float at ease, effects a junction with the little Eiver 
ST. CHARI.ES at Quebec. A stream which is, at high water, 
navigable for ashort distance to vessels of large size, and 
on which the building of this description of craft is exten­
sively carried on, being in fact the main occupation of the 
port. The "meeting of the waters " forms a promontary 
on which the Upper Town stands, the Citadel being si­
tuated on the highest part of it, on a considerable elevation 
above the river, which this fortress faces, and commands. 

On the south shore is POINT LEVY , and the spectator, 
looking from the Citadel, can see completely over the 
South shore, contemplating an immense expanse of al­
ternate forest and clearings. 

On the north side of thecity is the VALLEY OF THE S T . 
CHARLES, a level tract of fertile land, completely culti­
vated and densely peopled, the whole country being cover­
ed by the neat dwellings of thousands of the French 
peasantry, interpersed amongst which are the Parish 
Churches, handsome stone edifices, whose tin roofs, kept 
bright by the dryness of the climate, sparkle in the sun. 
The scene is closed in the distance by mountains co­
vered with trees to their very summits. 

Of the numerous villages in sight, is one which the 
stranger invariably visits. This is INDIAN LORETTE, 
situated nine miles to the North West of the City. Its 
inhabitants, now a mild, peaceful and charitable people, 
are the descendants of the Hurons,that race with whom 
Cooper's heroes so often met in mortal strife, and whose 
ferocity was the dread of the exposed portions of the 
English colonies. The village is an interesting sight, 
and the people who have retained their Indian garb, and 
Indian finery, their men are "'mighty hunters," their 
descendants as of yore, practise the use of the bow as a 
pastime, and are expert in it. 

At LORETTE is a very pretty WATERFALL, and here also 
are the works which supply Quebec with a remarkably 
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wholesome and palatable water, the introduction of which 
is believed to have had an important effect on the health of 
the city, which owing to the salubrity of the climate, and 
extraordinary purity of the atmosphere, is usually good. 

North eastward of Quebec, at the same distance, is the 
water FALL OF MONT MORENCI, a perpendicular and single 
sheet of water falling in one mass from an altitude two hun­
dred feet higher than that of Niagara, and in mid-winter 
(January, February, and March,) forming by spray a 
lofty SUGAR LOAF, (pain de Sucre) or ice mountain, 
worthy of St. Petersburg, —sliding down which, is one 
of the favorite winter amusements of the Quebecers. 

These two are not the only water-falls of beauty and 
interest in the neighborhood. Those of the OHAUBIERB, 
the wild and bounding ST . ANNS , and the romantic LA 
PUCE, on the north, are all readily accessible, and at mode­
rate prices. The two latter are just beyond Montmorenci. 

T H E LAKES of the vicinity are a curious and interesting 
sight to the stranger from their picturesque and peculiar 
situation, buried as they are in-an amphitheatre of pine-
clad mountains, and ranging at distances from 1 2 to 1 5 
miles from the city, and accessible at a little more than 
an hour's drive over the finest turnpike roads in the world. 

The fares to these various points of attraction are as 
follows ;— 

To the FALLS OF MONTMORENCI, (9 miles) including a 
call at the Grand Battery, Durham Terrace, the Monu­
ment and the Government Gardens, the Citadel, Cape 
Diamond, the Esplanade, the French and English Ca­
thedrals, and all the points of interest in the City, and 
at Wolf's Monument on the plains of Abraham, $5, 

To the FALLS OF LORETTE, ( 8 miles) including do. 
do. $ 5 . 

Omnibus lines, however, run to several other places of 
resort in the neighborhood, including CAP ROUGE River, 
where extensive docks, and timber yards, are seen from 
the commanding headland, where the two turnpikes, St. 
Lewis and St. Foy, unite, 7 miles from town. Others 
are constantly traversing the length of Coves on the 
north shore of the St. Lawrence. 
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Quebec being the emporium of the lumber trade, the 
TIMBER COVES are an object of decided interest (*) and as 
they are best seen from the river—from whence the ap­
pearance of the north shore is strikingly grand and beau­
tiful—the stranger who has arrived by railway, or has 
otherwise missed the approach to the city by the river 
route, from the westward, is strongly advised, if it be 
summer, to hire a boat, which can be got any moment at 
the Lower Town market place, and other landings. This 
of course refers to the summer, as in winter the places 
last named present less attraction, save the spot at which 
the distinguished American commander expired in his 
heroic though ill-fated attempt to storm that redoubtable 
fortress, which preserved the last remains of British 
power in America. The site where this gallant officer 
fell, is marked by a simple tablet, and inscription on the 
face of the cliff, which for many miles overhangs the 
bank of the River, reducing the shore to space with a 
single street, for the most part an excellent plank road, 
along which the horses seem to fly. The Norman horses 
of the country, by the way, are not by any means to be 
•despised, and the stranger will do well to look at. them 
With some attention. The Lower Town of Quebec is the 
business mart, and is crowded into a confined space bet­
ween the rock and the river. This place every stranger 
will escape from as soon as possible. It is and over­
crowded depot of commerce, and as even a temporary re­
sidence not to be thought of. Moreover, all that is to 
be seen in it may be viewed with comfort from DURHAM 
TERRACE, an unrivalled promenade on the brink of the 
cape, fanned by cooling breezes from the river and com­
manding a natural panoramic" view over land and water, 
rivalling the Bay of Naples }n magnificence, beauty, and 
extent. 

On the west of Durham Terrace is the OLD CHATEAU 
or Castle of the French Intendants or Governors, and im­
mediately contiguous are the GOVERNOR'S GARDENS 
(open to the public) the lower of which contains delight-

(*) A good view of the Coves may ho obtained from the vicinity 
of Wolfe's Monument, or the Race Course. 
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ful shade walks, or rather covered avenues of lilac trees 
which defy the sun" at noon day. 

In the upper portion of the Governor's Gardens is " T H E 
MONUMENT " erected to the memory of WOLFE and 
MONTCALM, the respective commanders of the English 
and French forces at the memorable battle of the Plains 
of Abraham, before the city, which caused the capitula­
tion of Quebec, and added New France to the British 
Empire. Here the splendid Military REGIMENT BANDS 
of the British troops in Garrison perform the choicest 
music three times a week during the summer months. In 
the immediate vicinity is the most open, airy, and fashion­
able neighborhood in the city of Quebec, 

Hereabouts too are congregated the POST OFFICE, 
(lately Free Masons' Hall,) with its sign of the Chien 
d' Or, the romantic tragic history of which, being variously 
related, is best enquired for by the curious stranger on 
the spot. 

The COURT HOUSE , the ENGLISH CATHEDRAL, and 
Bishop's residence, and a step further up is a building well 
calculated to inspire a just idea of the extensive and li­
beral accommodation aiforded to the travelling public in 
the City of Quebec. This is the Clarendon House, a build­
ing of the first class even in ihe opinion of the American 
traveller, accustomed as he is to tenements whose size has 
given them the name of the People's Palaces. The present 
proprietor having added a wing containing suites of par­
lors and bed-rooms adjoining each other, furnished in a 
manner to meet the wishes of the most fastidious. Nor 
will the interior disappoint him. The proprietor, having 
this season imported a quantity of the best Brussel's and 
silk velvet carpeting, stair cloths, hearth and door mats, 
also table and bed linen, with a number of large superior 
British plate mirrors for his drawing rooms and parlors. 

There is also in connection with the house an excellent 
R E A D I N G ROOM, with lounging chairs and every thing 
calculated to contribute to the comfort of the guests, in 
which the English, American, and Canadian newspaper 
press is fairly and largely represented. 

Also, will be found, within the building, a superior and 
well ventilated set of Bath-Rooms, a desideratum hi­
therto wanted in Quebec. 
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C L A R E N D O N H O U S E , 
ST. LEWIS STREET, 

Lately extended and entirely renovated, has greater 
attractions than any house in the city, for the fitting up of 
the entire house is equal to its dimensions, and it s position 
is in the most < entral as well as the most agreeable poriion 
of the city. The host, a man who makes nothing of 
importing from abroad $3,000 worth of goods for his 
establishment in a single consignment and from a single 
house, and orders his wines and liquors direct from their 
respective countries, has had the art of availing himselfof 
his position between two great streams of travel, to com­
bine the respective advantages of opposite systems, and 
unite the ease and freedom of the English with the ex­
tended comprehensiveness of.lhe American Hotel. 

The markets of Quebec are equal to any on the con­
tinent, and from the superiority of the climate duringlhe 
warm months, all perishable articles, such as fruits and 
fish, are to be found in better condition in Quebec than 
in Boston or New York. The nights, for instance, are 
always cool, and owing to the remarkable purity of the air, 
shade is invariably attended by a comfortable degree of 
cold. Even in July, the effects of the air on vegetable 
and animal substances may be judged by the fact that 
" the pickly heat" so common to the latter cities is un­
known to the former. Neither is there any malady-
whatever incidental to the Canadian summer. 

Let the stranger, if fond of BOATING, take with him 
from the hotel, a small cask or jar of the acqueduct water 
of Lorette, and which passing through iron pipes, and per­
haps from other causes is slightly astringent, rather than 
risk being tempted to use the water of the St. Lawrence, 
which is apt, withsome constitutions, to produce diarrhasa. 

Thanks to the rapidity and facility of communication ; 
thanks to the reciprocity treat, the harmony existing be­
tween the British and American people, and the rapidity 
and facility of communication between them, Quebec can 
be, and is, constantly supplied with every luxury to which 
the affluent are accustomed in the cities of the Northern 
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or Southern States. Under such circumstances, it would 
be singular if the table of the Quebec Hotel could not be 
sumptuously supplied. The Clarendon, in this respect, 
fully maintains its high reputation. Sitting at the gene­
rous board of the experienced host, the guest missees 
nothing that he would have obtained at any other first 
class house, American or English, with much around him 
that he might not expect at either.. Neither does the 
presentation of a French dinner which no Frenchman 
would condemn, put the owner to any very extraordinary 
difficulty. The centrality of the sile and reputation of 
the establishment cause those whose business is to convey 
travellers about the vicinity, to be anxious to secure the 
good will of the house by their treatment of visitors. 

If, during his sojourn, the stranger desires to add a 
visit to the saltwater and sea breezes of the Lower St. 
Lawrence to that of his experience of Quebec, he may 
safely embark on the boat recommended to him at his 
hotel, well assured that the recommendation will be based 
upon its merits as simply the best conveyance to the 
intended haven. The water of the St. Lawrence be­
comes salt at about thirty miles below Quebec, gradually 
changing from River to Sea. 

There are several convenient and ageeable spots of 
fashionable resort for sea bathing below Quebec, easily 
accessible by good and commodious steamboats from 
that city, and the scenery down the river is of a great 
beauty. For many miles a continuous row of well built 
cottages, almost resembles one prolonged street. The 
habitations of man, and the culture of the earth, extend 
along the shore ; numerous islands dot the surface of the 
water with forms appearing to have been moulded by the 
hand of nature from a blending of rock and tree. Of 
these the first and largest, Orleans, is situated but two 
miles from Quebec, constantly accessible by a ferry, and 
differing from most of its sisters, it is the Isle of Wight 
of Lower Canada, distinguished for fertility of soil and 
beauty • of aspect. The quarantine grounds of Grosse 
Isle, nearly at the junction of the salt and fresh waters, 
united the rugged picturesque of Norwegian scenery, 
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" Alpine pine and mossy rock," with the melancholy in­
terest attaching to its own sad history, for it may be 
truly called the Island of Dead. Further down we come 
to the mouth of the noble Saguenay, one of the largest 
streams even of this country of rivers, and passing 
through one of the mountainous tracts of a country which 
has been called the Highlands of Canada. The timber 
to this territory being very fine, the lumbering establish­
ments of the vicinity are matters of some interest even to 
the casual tvaveller who is always sure of a ready wel­
come to them. But the chief interest of the places arises 
from the stern and extraordinary grandeur of the scenery. 
A large river rushes through the Titanic walls of rock to 
its predestined ocean home. The beetling crag, the 
stupendous precipice, and the towering and lofty forest 
meet the eye, it is the scenery of Labrador without its 
barrenessof soil, and dwarfed and scanty wood and brush. 

If the traveller desire to limit his movements to the 
immediate vicinity of Quebec, a convenient vehicle is at 
the door in about one minute, and in a few more, the tra­
veller is gazing over the wide plains which formed the 
deathbed of victorious Wolfe, and the no less illustrious 
Montcalm, or the narrow gorge in which the equally gal­
lant Montgomery fell, sword in hand; or contemplating 
a Church Nunnery, Seminary, or other building within 
the city, or remarking the singular and pleasing prospect 
of lift- and manners amongst the virtuous descendants of 
the French, in the clean and wholesome though crowded 
suburbs of St John, St. Lewis, and St. Eoch's Wards, 
without the walls, inhabited by the unchanged descen­
dants of the old French whom the Revolution has swept 
away, even in their own land, whom America beheld when 
she beheld La Fayette, and who, save in Lower Canada, 
exist no more! 

L I S T O F C H U R C H E S . 
g.PTlST CHURCH.—Rev. David Marth, minister. Hours of ser­

vice, tOJ a. m and&J p m ; Wednesday at 7 j p. m. Rev. L. 
Normandeau preaches in French at 3J p. m., on Sundays. St. 
Helen near D'Auteuil street, Upper Town. 
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C A T H E D R A L OP N O T R E DAME {Roman Catholic.)—Rev. C . F . 
Cazoau vicar general. Hours of service, 9£ a. m. and 2 j p . m. 
Market square, Upper Town. 

C H A L M E R S (Free) C i ' U K C H — R e v . W B. Clark, minister. Hour s 
of service, 1 1 a. m. and p . m. ; St. Ursule Street Upper Town. 

C H U R C H OF T H E CONGREGATIONISTS (Roman Catholic)—Corner 
St. Joseph and Car on streets, St. Koch suburb. 

CONGREGATIONAL C H U R C H . — R e v . H . D. Powis, minister. Hours 
ot Service, 1 1 a. m. and 6 j p. in . ; Wednesday a t 7 £ p . m. Corner 
St. Helen and Palace streets, Upper Town. 

G O N G R E G A T I O M S T C H U R C H {Roman Catholic.)—Rev. J . B. Faller , 
priest. Corner d'Auteuil and Daupliine streets, Upper Town. 

G E R M A N P R O T E S T A N T CHURCH {Church of England)—Rev. T . J . 
Mombert, minister. Hour of Service, 9 a. in. at all Saints Cha­
pel, Cathedral yard, Upper Town, on Sundays. 

F R E N C H P R O T E S T A N T S E R V I C E S . — R e v . T. J . Mombert, Hour of 
service, 3 j p m. Trini ty Chapel, St. Stanislas street, U. Town. 

Rev . F . Pepin, ministers. Hour of service, 8 pi in. meets a t 
Wesleyan church, corner Daupliine attd"St: Stanislas street, IT. T . 

S T . A N D R E W S CHURCH .{ChurchofScotland-)—Rev. John Cook, 
D. D., minister. Hours of service, J1 a. ni. and 6£ p. in. St . 
Ann steeet, Upper Town-. 

S T . J O H N ' S CHURCH {Roman Catholic.)—Rev. A. Racine, Chaplain. 
Hours of service, 9 j a. m. and 2 p ig. St . John stieet , without. 

S T M A T H E W S C H U R C H {Chunk cf England.)—Rev. II . Roe, 15. 
A.cura t e ; Rev, 13. A. Hamilton, assistant curate.- Hours of 
service I0j a. m. a n d 7 p. m . St. John street, without. 

S T MICHAEL'S C H A P E L {Church of England,}—Rev. A ^ M o u n ­
ta in , M. A. curate in charge. Hours of Service, i 1 a. m. and 
3» p. m. Sillery heights, Cap Rouge Road. 

S T . PATRICK'S C H U R C H {Roman Catholic.)—Hex. 15. AYHauran, 
Chaplain. Hours of service, 10 a . m . and 3 p. m. St. Helen 
street. Upper Town. 

S T P A U L ' S C A T H E D R A L {Church of England.)—Right Rev. G. J . 
Mountain, D. D , D. C . L. , b ishop; Kov. Official Mackie, D. 
D. , assistant minister ; Rev. G. Percy, L L 1) . , evening lecturer ; 
Rev D. Roberston, Chaplain to the Forces. Hour* of service, 
10J a. in. and 2£ p. in; Military service at fcj R> a . m . Place 
d 'Armes. 

S T . PAUL'S {Mariners) C H A P E L {Church of England.)—E. G. 
Plees ,cura te in charge. Diamond Harbour, Lower Town. 

S T . P E T E R ' S C H A P E L , (Church of England.)—Rev. 3 . Jones , IS. 
A., incumbent . Hours of Service, 104 a m. and 7 p . m . St. 
Vallier street, St. Roch suburb. 

S T . R o c i l ' s C H U R C H {Roman Catholic.)—Hours of service. 9 j a. 
m. and 2 p. m. St. Joseph street, St. Roch suburb. 

T R I N I T Y C H A P E L . { C h u r c h of England)—IVcv. li. W . Sewm, 
incumbent . Hours of service, 1 0 | a in. and 6 | p . in. 

W E S L E V A N C H U R C H . — H o u r s of service, 1 0 J a. in. and p . n . 
Wednesdays a t 7 j p. i n . : Prayer meetings, Fr idays 7 J p . n . 
Corner Daupliine and ctanislas streets, Upper Town. 


