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‘I just want what is just and equitable’ - Plante

Bike shop owner, town
tace off in court

By Sylvia Warden
LENNOXVILLE
he dream of being your own
I boss has landed two men and
the town of Lennoxville in
court.

Michel Plante, owner of Bar Laitier
Parfum d'Eté ice cream and bike
rental shop on Queen Street, is suing
the town and another businessman,
Kevin Ryan, for unfair business prac-
tice. Under Article 28, Subsection 2.2,
Plante said a city cannot buy a prop-
erty to lease or rent for profit.

“I just want what is just and equi-
table,” said Plante from the patio of
his year-old business.

In plain sight from Lis patio,
Plante can see the bike trail and his
nearest competitor's business at 4
Massawippi St.

Ryan, who also runs a bike rental
shop, opened his business last July in
the town-owned property that Plante
had wanted to purchase.

“I went to the city to try and buy
the property but was told the zoning
was wrong," said Plante.

The building remains zoned for
recreational - not commercial - pur-
poses. Thinking the building would
remain empty, Plante decided to open
up shop in his current building.
Plante said had he known the town
was going to rent the property, he
would never have opened his busi-
ness.

“We're dealing with a lot of uneth-
ical people,” said Plante, who worked
as a mechanic for 30 years.

He said his love of people and bikes
led Plante to run his own business.

SEE: FACE OFF, PAGE 2
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In plain sight from his patio, Michel Plante can see the bike
trail and his nearest competitor’s business.

Home-grown talent on 8?.9 FM
CJIMQ’s voice
heard across the

X

. Townships

JMQ 88.9 FM, the campus/community radio station located
C at Bishop's University, is proud to report that they have fi-

nally achieved what was once thought impossible - they
are a 500 watt radio station.

“Five years ago, CJMQ was an AM carrier-current station. The
signal couldn’t even get off-campus,” said Station Manager
Matthew Shepherd. “Now, we're broadcasting to all of
Lennoxville, Sherbrooke, and beyond!”

‘Beyond’ includes towns such as North Hatley, Rock Forest,
Fleurimont, Waterville and Bromptonville. The station installed
and began testing its new transmitter on Friday, May 8. Until
May 31, it is running as a ‘test broadcast’ - regular programming
with announcements stating that the station is currently being
evaluated for potential interference problems.

As of June 1, CJMQ will be officially licensed to run at 500
watts - the only English-language radio station headquartered
in the Eastern Townships.

“The first of June is the big day,” said Shepherd. “As of 10 a.m.,
we will be officially broadcasting to most of the Townships.”

Fortunately, the station has a DJ staff that is more than up to
the responsibility. Over 75 volunteer programmers are currently
working at CJMQ, doing weekly radio shows featuring all styles
of music and commentary.

“Jazz, classical, country, rock, punk - we've got it all,” said
Nick Syriannis, CJMQ's music director. “Everything from A to Z.
There isn’t a person in the Townships that CJMQ can't accom-
modate.”

CJMQ’s DJ staff consists of Bishop’s and Champlain students,
and members of the community at large. This will be its second
summer on the air, and over 20 new DJs from the Townships
community have signed on to contribute. With student and
community programmers working together on 60 different
radio shows, CJMQ is guaranteed to be the most exciting radio
station in the Townships.

“This isn’t ‘pro’ radio, with one-note announcers babbling
about nothing and playing the same 20 songs over and over
again,” said Shepherd. “This is real radio, hosted by real people
doing what they love. You can’t buy talent like this.”

CENTRE DU

BIG CHOICE! BIG SAVINGS!
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! “MULTILOOK”
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Visit our exceptional showroom
MORE THAN 150 STYLES IN STORE

COATICOOK
1000 Child St.
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Lennoxville is a
great place to retire

DEAR EDITOR,

We wish to thank all our family, rela-
tives, friends and neighbors-in the East-
ern Townships for the wonderful times
had the last few days, had by us, just be-
fore we left the North Road, for our new
home in Lennoxville,

We missed by a month and a half liv-
ing there for all of our forty-six years,
June 14, 1998. So our record is spoiled.

It was the best place to raise our chil-
dren in the wide open spaces. We do not
regret that. Our grand-daughters will be
there during their holidays.

My husband Fred was born there
eighty-one years ago on January 21st. I
was born in Stanstead. I lived there 20
years.

We were sorry to leave our home, but
the house is badly in need of repair.

I hope Fred can adjust. You do not
tear a man up by the roots at his age and
not pay the consequences.

I paid the price, the highest price as it
all fell on my shoulders. I made it
through and I am still here to tell the
story.

I have no regrets at all. We are now in
tie third phase of our lives and we can
relax, no fires to build, no leaks to
worry about when you least expect
them. No patching to do. Best of all - no
snow to shovel. It will be another’s job.

We have friends here. We walk twice
a day several times a week. Yes even Fred
is doing that and enjoying it. I ride my
bicycle when [ want.

We wish to extend our most heartfelt
thanks to one and all for being there for
us all these years and especially for the
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two lovely Farewell Parties, the lovely
keepsakes, the fuchsia, the signed cards.
We can read the names on them for
years and also for the very special photo
album compiled and decorated by Dini
and Diane. We will wear it out looking
at it. We have already looked over sever-
al times and it isn't finished yet.

Please come to visit, it will be a plea-
sure to show you around.

I will let one and all know when the
new wee one arrives at the home of our
dear son and daughter-in-law’s in Cal-
gary in a couple of months. My only re-
gret is Grandma will not be there to
help and rock the wee one. I have to
learn to be a long distance Grandma.
that will be hard as my arms ache to
rock a special new addition. I love ba-
bies, all babies, and caring for them.

My name will still be in the papers. I
will still write poetry. One is in the

works now.
GOD BLESS ONE AND ALL,
THANKS AGAIN,
WINNIE AND FRED WRIGHT

Lennoxville
Thanks for

the flowers

DEAR EDITOR,

I would like to thank The Record and
Vaudry's flower shop for the beautiful
flowers I received at Mother’s Day.

The arrangement was excellent in a
beautiful teapot. The flowers lasted for
three weeks and I thoroughly enjoyed
them. Also I big thank-you to my daugh-
ter Linda Jewett who won the flowers in
The Record’s mother’s day contest.

LEONA BuzzeLL
Cherry River

‘I’s definitely not a

positive atmosphere’

Face off:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

For his part, Ryan says he has done nothing
wrong and is trying to make a go of his new
business.

“It's definitely not a positive atmosphere,”
he said.

Ryan, too, says if he'd known the situation
would land him in court, he would not have
opened his business. But he’s not about to
back down now.

“We're here and we're here to stay,” said
Ryan, who approached the town in the winter
of 1997 about buying and then renting the
property at 4 Massawippi.

His business plan was approved by the town
and soon he was on his way to being in busi-
ness for himself, a goal similar to Plante's.

Plante doesn’t know why his bid to buy or
use the building was rejected but he did ven-
ture a guess: “Ask Mr. MacAulay if he know's
this guy's father?”

The parties made their first court appear-
ance on May 5. Since that day, there has been
a delay in the proceedings and Plante is un-
sure when it will resume. But he's sure he’ll
see things through to the end.

“They can't do that to me. | want the plea-
sure of doing the business he wanted to do.”

Battling the town has not come cheap.
While Plante would not give an exact number,
he said his legal bills are in the thousands and
could top six figures. Ryan, too, said his legal
fees have been high. “I won't put a number on
it but it's several thousand dollars.”

At the end of last month, relations between
Plante and the town deteriorated even further.
On April 28, Ryan, through his lawyer, sent a
letter to town council asking it to reevaluate
the approval given to Plante to build a walk-
way from his property to the bike trail. The
walkway, which sits on municipal land, was
approved on March 20, 1997 by the Local
Urban and Regional Committee and erected
by Plante.

“I built the walkway with the city's blessing
and at my cost,” said Plante.

But at 7 p.m. on April 28, at a regularly
scheduled council meeting, the mayor an-
nounced that the “situation, in particular
with regard to Mr. Kevin Ryan, as a tenant of
the building located at 4 Massawippi, is unjust
and could constitute an illegal subsidy, to the
benefit of the business operated by Mr. and
Mrs. Plante ... On the other hand, it is not in
the economic interest of the Municipality and
all its taxpayers to ratify the present situa-
tion.”

The following morning, workmen arrived
to tear up the walkway.

“I've never seen the city work so fast,” said
Plante of the early morning work.

Add to that a letter dated May 19 from town
manager Jacques Gagnon to Plante telling him
to stop mowing the lawn in front of his prop-
erty which overlooks the bike trail because it
is municipal land.

Plante, who can't believe the town would
resort to such tactics said, “You can’t fight city
hall. It's not a question of money - it's a ques-
tion of rights.”

No one from town hall would comment on
the situation when contacted.

Emilie Ouellette goes to
La Dictée P.G.L.’s Grand Finale

Lennoxville
student writing
her way to
Montreal

Emilie Ouellette was the Estrie region’s representative at the
seventh annual La Dictée P.G.L's Grand Finale Competition,
which took place May 17 in Montreal. The Ecole St-Antoine stu-
dent in Lennoxville wrote the best dictation in the area to win a
spot at the international event in the French category.

The eventual winners were Simon St-Pierre from South Hull
School in Aylmer in the French Immersion category and
Michelle Gourdeau, from the Pensionnat des Sacrés-Coeurs in St-
Bruno for the French category. Each won a trip to Florida's
Kennedy Space Center to attend the launching of space shuttle
Atlantis and a fully equipped computer.

La Dictée P.G.L.'s Grand finale will be seen throughout the
country on CBC French network, Sunday May 31 at 5 p.m. For
this international final, 100 students gathered at CBC studios in
Montreal. Selected through a series of regional competitions
held this spring, contestants came from all of Canada’s 10
provinces and two territories as well as from the U.S., Senegal
and Mali.

More than 146,000 pupils (33,000 in French Immersion) took
part in the dictation contest launched in 1991 by the Paul Gérin-
Lajoie Foundation. Through La Cueillette du Partage, a fund-rais-
ing activity associated with La Dictée P.G L., these children have
raised over $600,000. Half of this amount will remain in their
schools to finance various projects while the other half will be
sent to the Foundation to support education in Senegal, Mali
and Haiti.

La Dictée P.G.L. is financially supported by Quebec’'s Ministére
de I'Education, Heritage Canada and several private companies.
Among them: Industrial Alliance Life Insurance Company, the
main sponsor, Chrysler Canada, Metro grocers, Alcan, Bell Cana-
da, Hydro-Quebec and Air Canada, the finalist’s official airline.
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Has collected funds for Third World Rally for four years

North Hatley boy raises $1,000 for charity

By Sylvia Warden

NORTH HATLEY
hat started out as a way to earn extra money

Wand to win a few prizes has turned into a self-
described “obsession” for Jonathan Sharman.

The 14-year-old has raised more money for charity
than some twice, even three times, his age.

In the four years since joining the efforts to raise
money for Third World Rally, an organization that helps
people in less-developed countries, Jonathan has biked
up and down the steep hills of North Hatley, stopping at
almost every house and collecting more than $1,000.

“I just figured it’s a good cause. I've got a lot so why
not help those that haven't got a lot,” said Jonathan, a
Grade 8 student at Alexander Galt Regional High School
in Lennoxville.

This year alone he raised half of the $1,100 collected in
the hamlet. He said the first year he went door-to-door to
collect sponsors for the bike-a-thon that marks North
Hatley's involvement with the 30-year-old charity, he
came back with $127 and 60 sponsors. Three years later,
he’s got almost everyone in the community of 700 giving
a loonie or twoonie to the tune of more than $500.
Jonathan's next closest competitor collected $40 during
the seven-day sponsorship period.

On May 10, Jonathan and others biked, walked and a
few even kayaked along the Massawippi River for 14 kilo-
metres.

“I know it’s helping some people,” said the soft-spo-
ken teen curled up on a wing chair in his family’s North
Hatley living room which overlooks Lake Massawippi.

His parents, Wes Sharman and Joey LeBaron, along
with twin brother Elliott and 11-year-old brother Griffin
are pleased with Jonathan’s charitable streak, which
doesn't stop with Third World Rally.

He is also an extraordinary chocolate bar salesman for
his school. He won $200 for selling 450 chocolate bars.

“Ionly do it for the prize,” said the teen, showing a bit
of entrepreneurial spirit.

His dedication to fund-raising is garnering a lot of at-
tention.

“He went around to every house in North Hatley - for
a 14-year-old kid, I certainly wouldn't have done this,"
said Carleton Monk, a lawyer and fellow Third World
Rally fund-raiser. “This is a record year thanks to
Jonathan. The previous record was $950."

Jonathan says the secret to his success is quite simple:
“Cause I go everywhere.”

At 14, Jonathan has no plans to be a career fund-raiser.
Instead, he is mulling over the idea of being a field biol-
ogist or a robotics engineer. “Because they're the most
likely to make a difference and they sound interesting,”

Making a difference is important lojonatlmn

“There are really only two purposes in life: To repro-
duce and to make a difference so that when you die
you're re-
mem bered,” oMbk e ket et g

LIVE CANADIAN LOBSTER

With that
in mind,
Jonathan

We'll cook them — no charge $7 /b, :*
Marinated !4
or Pepper

says he has
STEAK

no plans to
for B.B.Q.
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stop collect-
ing for Third
World Rally.

“I'll stop
when I'm not
cute enough LE
to go door-to- n-, -
Jonathan Sharman... ‘T've got a lot so why not help those that haven’t got a lot.' door. @
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Sunfire cTx.

* AM/FM stereo
* 4-wheel anti-lock brakes
. * Rear spoiler
/month ¥

36 chl <15 HF'22 L engine

St Jimmy sL. el Trans Sport.

: 4 x4, 2-door * 3.4 litre 180 HP V6 engine
* Vortec 4300 190 HP V6 engine
. *4-speed automatic transmission
Imonth’  with overdrive

24-month lease

* 4-speed automatic transmission
with overdrive

* Air conditioner

* Aluminum wheels

* Driver and front passenger side airbags
* Air conditioner

Centu"YG — Sierra ecedac.

(1500, 4 x 2 model)
* Vortec 5000 SFI 230 HP V8 engine
* Locking rear differential

* 4-speed automatic transmission
with overdrive

* Air conditioner

* Electric docr locks, window lifts
and rearview mirrors

* 4-speed automatic transmission
* 3.1 litre V6 fuel injection engine

« Air conditioner 524’6;8 with ;un:hase“'
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| their super models go at very incredible prices.

Sunfire o

* 4-speed automatic transmission
with overdrive

* Traction control
Imonth” . AM/FM stereo cassette

* 4-wheel anti-lock brakes

financing”

* 4-wheel anti-lock brakes
* Leather seats, leathered 24-manth:

® °
Jimmy sLT. e S Sierra s,....
4 x4, 4-door 9 (1500, 4 x 2 model)
* 8-foot double-wall pick-up box
. *4-speed automatic transmission * 4-speed automatic transmission
Imonth®  with overdrive leasel month®  ith overdrive
steering whes 20,498 with purchase™ | 10 ST

* Heated rearview mirrors

* No security deposit
* Freight and preparation included in lease PONTIAC

e Limited time offer BUICK
GVIC

The Pontiac Buick GMC Dealers’ Marketing Association of Quebec

v wassan .u.u.: _ Limited time retail offers applying on new 1998 vehicles in stock including the above-mentioned features. Models shown are for illustraton purposes
The GM Card™ u————~l :C,mjss“nl“d‘e‘ enl < only. *Monthly payments based on a lease with initial downpayment (or equivalent trade-in) of A, B: $1,825, C: $3,569. D: $2.599, E: $3.322. F $3,100,
—_— ASSIN a3

NAIRSXIX H: $2.850. Preparation and freight included. Licensing, insurance and taxes extra. No security deposit upon GMAC's approval, First month's payment
required upon delivery. Subject to credit approval. Fee of 12¢ per kilometer after 60,000 km for a 36-month lease and 40,000 km for 3 24-month lease. **Financing available starting at | 9% on certain models (up to 36 months
with lease or up to 48 months with purchase). Financing example: $15.000 including freight, preparation and taxes. 36 payments of $428.98, interest cost $443,29, towl cosc $15.443.28 ***Upon purchase, preparation
included, freight (F. H: $895, G: $785) and taxes extra. ‘Roadside Assistance and the GM TOTAL™ Warnanty are offered on new 1998 GM vehicles for a duration of 3 years or 60,000 km, whichever comes first
"'Graduate rebate taxable and subject to manufacturer’s established criteria. "“Registered Trademark of General Motars Corporation. TD Bank licensed user of Mark. See your participating Dealer for all the details
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Beaver Ridge FFarms honored by Canadian Hereford Association

BURY

Barry and Wanda Parsons of Beaver
Ridge Farms, Newport Township, were
recently honored when they were in-
ducted to the Canadian Hereford Associ-
ation Honor Roll.

Sadly, early Sunday morning, May 17,
1998, fire completely destroyed all the
barns at Beaver Ridge Farms. The origi-
nal barn was built in the early 30s, with
several additions made, including a 30
foot silo. One of these barns Barry's fa-
ther had moved there in 1974 from the
vacant Parsons’ homestead in Knicky
Knocky.

Their loss included 22 show animals,
six bulls, six cows, three heifers (one he
had recently purchased) and seven
calves.

Their faithful dog, Earl, also per-
ished, who they consider saved their
lives by awakening them. They lost a
tractor and an undetermined amount
of equipment which will take time to
evaluate. Both the Bury and Sawyerville
fire departments were called to the
scene, but due to the intensity and ad-
vancement of the fire were unable to
save anything in the barns. However the
garage, implement shed and house were
saved.

Despite their great loss, Barry,
Wanda and their daughter, Robyn plan
to rebuild.

Beaver Ridge Farms is the only home
Barry has ever known. He is the second
son of the late Thomas William Parsons,
a descendant of the late William Par-
sons, who came from England with the
great influx of settlers in 1836, and his
wife Doris Mayhew, a descendant of the
late Robert Mayhew, who also emigrat-
ed from England and settled in Canter-
bury, Que., in 1836.

Barry's father, Tom was a pioneer
whose dreams began to materialize in
the early 30s. At that time, he and his
brother Lynn purchased this lot of land,
which consisted of pasture and woods
with several brooks running through.
The only buildings were a couple of
camps, one they lived in and the other
was used for a barn. This lot was a short
distance from their parental home.

Gradually they cleared land making
fields and pasture, working around
stumps at first. They built a new barn,
then a lovely little house.

In 1935, Tom took over full owner-
ship, the beginning of Beaver Ridge
Farms. On August 10, 1938 he and Doris
were married at Christ Church, Canter-

Canadian Hereford Association Honor Roll.

bury, bringing his bride to the farm.
They raised a family of four boys,
Aylmer, Barry, Gordon and Dale.

Through hard work and careful plan-
ning, their farm and buildings contin-
ued to improve and enlarge, including
farms once owned by Barry’s grandfa-
ther, George Parsons, great-grandfather
Thomas William Parsons, and great-
great-grandfather Stephen Parsons.
Ponds were made, forming a beautiful
picturesque setting of 300 cultivated
acres and 300 wooded acres, a haven for
fishermen and hunters.

In 1955, Tom, with the help and in-
terest of Doris and their boys, started
raising purebred Hereford cattle. In
1956, they had two registered Here-
fords; 42 years later, the herd consisted
of approximately 200 first class animals.
They had always made a point of pur-
chasing top semen to augment their
herd's genetics.

Beaver Ridge Farm, registered under

Barry and Wanda Parsons of Beaver Ridge Farms, honored recently when inducted to the

-

the name of Thomas Parsons and Sons,
has shown animals for over 40 years.
They have been awarded a number of
Premier breeder and Premier Exhibitor
banners and trophies, in addition to a
host of individual animal awards. Cattle
were shown at nearly all open shows in
Quebec, and later mostly Eastern Town-
ships shows. They also showed several
times at the Toronto Royal Agricultural
Winter Fair, Ottawa, Peterborough and
Belleville.

Following in his father’s footsteps,
Barry began his cattle career early by
joining the Bury 4-H Club in 1956, of
which he was club leader for many
years.

In 1973, Barry married Wanda Green-
shields of Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, Que.,
and brought his bride to the new apart-
ment in the upstairs at Beaver Ridge
Farm. From the beginning, Wanda
worked side by side with Barry, no mat-
ter what the task, contributing to the

United Church women meeting held in Birchton

BIRCHTON

Ten members of Birchton UCW met
in the hall on May 7 to arrange the
many articles brought in for the garage
sale the next Saturday. When the work
was finished everyone gathered around
a table for a period of devotions, busi-
ness and pot luck lunch.

Eleanor Taylor conducted devotions

beginning with a poem about Courage
and a hymn, “Something God Alone can
See.” After reading parts of Psalm 31 she
gave a meditation on mothers and
ended with prayer.

President Hazel Rogers thanked all
who cleaned the hall and a short busi-
ness meeting was held. Rena Halsall re-
ported having visited Alice King in

Sawyerville and Mildred Judge here who
has been sick. She took some flowers to
the sick. Muriel Prescott for Church in
Society told about the work churches
were doing to try to do away with video
lottery terminals on which the govern-
ment makes so much money at the cost
of others.

Correspondence consisted of a letter

success of the farm.

Barry was a founding member, direc-
tor for 25 years, and president in 1987,
of the Eastern Townships Hereford Club.
He supported their sales and held his
own production sale with 35 head in
1989. He was a director of the Quebec
Hereford Association and Beaver Ridge
Farms hosted their annual picnic three
times.

Barry helped organize Bonanza in
Sherbrooke in 1986, where their son
Richard and daughter Robyn participat-
ed. A respected judge, Barry has demon-
strated his eye for cattle by being asked
to judge shows of all breeds in Ottawa,
Brome, Carp, and the National Annual
in Quebec.

He served as director for approxi-
mately 10 years and was elected presi-
dent in 1973 of the Quebec Beef
Association, was director of the Eastern
Townships Exhibition at Sherbrooke for
several years, and the local Compton
County Exhibition in Cookshire since
1983, and president from 1987 to 1989,
also a director of St. Paul's Rest Home in
Bury. Barry served the Township of New-
port as councillor for seven years. He is a
member of the Masonic Friendship
Lodge.

During the quieter winter months,
logs and pulpwood are cut, and a fine
quality of maple products are produced
in sugaring season.

Their son Richard completed an ar-
chitectural course and is presently
working in B.C. Their daughter, Robyn,
after completing a diploma course in
agriculture at Macdonald College has
returned to the farm to become a part-
ner to continue the family tradition.

The day of the fire was very sad for
all, particularly the family, to see so
much of their endeavors go up in smoke
in such a short time. Relatives and
friends also felt a deep sense of loss.
Those who had watched the farm grown
and mature, from the time it was only
pasture and woods, the first additions
of buildings, when_there was no hydro,
telephone or mail delivery, when water
was pumped by dog power, to what it
had become.

Barry, Wanda and Robyn were deeply
touched by the many kind gestures
shown them at the time and following
this devastating fire. The continuous
stream of friends who came to offer
their regrets, food and help of all kind
are much appreciated.

Nina Rowell

about the Camp and a letter and dona-
tion from Earl Dawson'’s sister-in-law in
appreciation of the lunch after his fu-
neral. Hazel Rogers mentioned the plan-
ning meeting for the anniversary
service on May 31. Plans were also made
for Visitors Night with Edith Warner as
guest speaker. Everyone enjoyed the pot
luck lunch after an evening’s work.

"1 b G R
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Butterflies are among the world’s most beautiful
insects. Alfie Alligator is searching for butterflies in
his neighborhood. Hidden in the picture are the let-
ters that spell BUTTERFLY. Try to find all nine let-
ters.
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The ancient Greeks believed that
at the time of death, a person’s
soul left the body in the form of
a butterfly

The world's largest butterfly is
called Queen Alexandra’s
Birdwing. It can be found in
Papua New Guinea and hos o
wingspread of 11 inches.

The word butterfly comes from -
the Old English word “buter-

fleoge,” meaning “butter” and

“flying creature.”

There are approximately 15,000
to 20,000 species of butterflies.

Butterflies have two long anten-
nae between their eyes. The
antennae are organs of smell
which guide the butterfly to
food.

‘f‘ s ecies Search “'?ﬁ ’ Complete the drawing of this butterfly and you'll
* N p Ak have a beautiful picture to color.
Scientists group the thousands of species of butterflies info families according to the physical
features the insects have in common. Some of the family names are hidden in the
word search below. Find and circle the words listed in bold.
.8 T O 0 F - 'S U R'B Z R S
A D L S DD Q I L L S O ME R
S N K S R E PP I K S 1 WVR
YW-wW - T E S J AT LB .XY S B Z
O F C vV M J P E T K I R E F O .
O Q | A U E RPWUWU Z UuB U
D G B A O T T E O F O € L X M
NG Y 'S Y E A L € G N B L B
W oAl AR D VE ol R WX RS K G
M Z2 | Y N L 8S C A MWO S E A
P A S I B A Q K W S A T Y R S
MoK X NG F. . Q D -8 K F. . R-'L M T
S G C T X R A X B T W I KD G
N KL N AR L YL 8 F
BLUES METALMARKS SNOUT
BRUSH-FOOTED MILKWEED SWALLOWTAILS
COPPERS SATYRS WHITES
HAIRSTREAKS SKIPPERS WOOD NYMPHS
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Co-stars with Michael Douglas in A Perfect Murder

Gwyneth Paltrow comfortable in her own skin

By Jamie Portman
SOUTHAM NEWS
NEwW YORK
here's a hair-raising scene in
I Gwyneth Paltrow's new movie
thriller, A Perfect Murder, when a
masked intruder attempts to kill her
in her own Kkitchen.

So the inevitable question arises: how
badly was she knocked about during the
filming of the brutal sequence? In an-
swering, Paltrow unabashedly reveals
the truth.

“Thank God for the stunt double!”
she laughs. “She did the heaviest parts,
and then I would sort of do the easier
stuff.”

She says this could still be daunting
in terms of the acting demands: “All of a
sudden you're inserted into a scene for
one bit and you're supposed to be
charged up and emotional . . . you're
supposed to have worked yourself into
this frenzy. So it was really an acting
challenge.”

But, she adds firmly, “it was my dou-
ble who was actually being thrown
around. | just did the closeups because
I'm such a big wimp."

There's something refreshing about
such honesty. Paltrow may take the craft
of acting seriously, but she tends to be
irreverent about the processes of film-
making and the world of make-believe
which is Hollywood's stock-in-trade.

She retains her sense of the ludicrous
when discussing the night she and a
film crew arrived in Manhattan’s Metro-
politan Museum of Art to shoot another
key scene for A Perfect Murder.

DRESSED TO KILL

Since she was playing one of New
York's beautiful people, she was dressed
to kill for the occasion in a magnificent
Balenciaga gown, and her most glitter-
ing accessories were a small but spectac-
ular pair of diamond earrings and a
necklace.

As far as the camera was concerned
both pieces of jewelry looked equally ex-
pensive. But, as Paltrow gleefully re-
ports, the earrings were actually fake,
whereas the necklace was on loan from
Cartier and worth $180,000 U.S.

The necklace might just as well have
been paste as well, but because she had
this fortune hanging around her neck
she faced stepped-up security, far more
than she’s ever had te deal with simply
as an actress.

“It was ridiculous!” she giggles. “I ac-
tually had to have an armed guard with
me all the time."

A Perfect Murder arrives in cinemas
June 5, with Paltrow portraying a young
married woman whose fling with a
struggling New York artist (Viggo
Mortensen) rouses homicidal instincts
in her fiercely possessive millionaire
husband (Michael Douglas). The film is
loosely based on Frederick Knott's hit

Broadway play,
Dial M For Murder,
and the subse-
quent movie ver-
sion of the same
name directed by
Alfred Hitchcock.

This afternoon,
Paltrow is doing
her pitch on be-
half of the film by
closed-circuit tele-
vision: the press is
in a Manhatgan
hotel suite witile
she's in London
where she Ras
been busy filmihg
Shakespeare In
Love. She's no fash-
ion plate on this
occasion - at one
point, a make-up
woman rushes
into view on televi-
sion to attempt an
ineffectual adjust-
ment to a way-
ward lock of hair.
Paltrow is wearing
a simple print
shirt, and there
are periodic
glimpses of a blue-
jeaned knee.

“Beauty, to me,
is about being
comfortable in
your own skin,”
she once observed.
“Either that or a
kick-ass red lip-
stick.” Watching
her today, you see what she was getting
at.

But at 24, she does continue to strike
a note of poise, balance and good
humor. There is also the continuing
sense of her being in control. Paltrow
endured her share of unwelcome
tabloid scrutiny during her troubled ro-
mance with Brad Pitt, but unlike Pitt -
an actor who continues to have prob-
lems dealing with the glass bowl of star-
dom - she remains largely unruffled by
such experiences.

“People will scrutinize your private
life if they find it interesting or find you
interesting or if they find your work in-
teresting . . . Unfortunately, such scruti-
ny is a by-product of all that. But what
I've also learned is that I can be the pro-
prietor of what I want to discuss and not
discuss. 1 can keep my private life pri-
vate: everybody can talk about it or not
talk about or speculate about it - but by
not adding to it I can really control it
from an internal perspective. If you
don’t do personal things out there for
everybody to see and comment on, then
there's nothing there.”

She thinks over what she’s just said,

Gwyneth Paltrow... ‘People will scrutinize your private life if they
find it interesting or find you interesting or if they find your work
interesting.’

gives a disarming grin, and then apolo-
gizes: “That’s a very long-winded an-
swer. Pardon me."”

She thinks that one of the reasons
she has managed to retain her equilibri-
um is that she grew up knowing the
business from the inside. Her mother is
revered character actress Blythe Danner.
Her father is Bruce Paltrow, a respected
television producer.

NO REGRETS

And she says she doesn’t regret past
mistakes but does learn from them. “I
think regret is a total waste of time.”
When she does find she’s made a bad
choice, her way of dealing with it is to
make sure she doesn’t “recreate” this
situation on another occasion.

Co-star Douglas is an old family friend
who has known her since she was a child.
This created an unusual dynamic during
shooting because she always regarded
Douglas as one of her champions.

“He’s wanted me to succeed and he’s
always been very supportive of me.” But
she had trouble seeing herself as his
peer. “I had to resist the temptation to
keep calling him ‘Mr. Douglas!"

Douglas says he isn’t surprised she

has grown into such an accomplished
performer because Paltrow’'s mother is
such “a wonderful, wonderful actress.

“Blythe and I auditioned together for
a play at the Lincoln Centre in 1968 -
that’s how long we’ve been friends,”
Douglas said. “I've known Gwyneth
since she was in school. She's a lovely
young woman, and she has this sense of
being so comfortable in her situation
and not feeling threatened by it in any

way.
BIG MISTAKE

The key people connected with this
movie - Paltrow, Douglas, director An-
drew Davis - are anxious that it not be
perceived as a remake of ial M For Mur-
der, or as an attempt to outdo Hitch-
cock. Douglas thinks Warner Brothers
made a big mistake in initially hyping it
as a reworking of the 1954 film, which
he says was never a vintage Hitchcock
item in the first place.

“All these comparisons do is take
away from the good job Patrick Kelly has
done on our screenplay,” he complains.

The studio has tinkered with the end-
ing of the film, calling back the stars to
shoot perhaps 90 seconds of extra
footage. But Davis insists that the
changes are essentially fine-tuning on a
product that has already been testing
with great success in previews.

Meanwhile, Paltrow is having to deal
with the fact that some pundits are now
suggesting she’s attempting to fill the
shoes of Grace Kelly who played the role
of the embattled heroine in the earlier
film. She knows this kind of industry
hype is more bane than blessing, but
she struggles valiantly to address it.

“I feel very flattered — and unworthy.
There’s only one Grace Kelly. She was an
extraordinary actress and an extraordi-
nary presence. Obviously, it’s flattering,
and there are worse people I could be
compared to - but I obviously feel it's to-
tally unjustified.”

Paltrow loves breaking new ground.
She’s done the classics - Jane Austen's
Emma and an updated version of
Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations.
She’s succeeded with contemporary ro-
mantic comedy (the current Sliding
Doors), and is moving into the suspense
genre with A Perfect Murder. She has
just completed Shakespeare In Love,
working from a script by award-winning
British playwright Tom Stoppard and
sounding genuinely humble when she
talks about being part of an “extraordi-
nary” cast that also includes Dame Judi
Dench, Geoffrey Rush and Simon Cal-
low.

So what’s left for her to conquer.
Would she, for example, be prepared to
put on 40 pounds for a role.

“Would I have to?” she replies in
mock horror. “I guess I would, but I
probably wouldn’t like to. I guess I'm as
vain as the next boring actress actually.”




