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SAMSON.

PERSONS REPRESENTED.

SiMsox. HARAPHA, a giant of Gath. V1rGINS, attendant upon Dalila.
Micam, his friend. IsrAELITISH MESSENGER. ISRAELITES, friends of Samson.
Maxoasn, his father. ISRAELITISH WOMAN. IsrAELITISH VIRGINS.
Daviva, Ais wife. Prigsts oF DAGoN. PHILISTINES.

ARGUMENT.

Pairt I.—Samson, blind and captive to the Philistines, being relieved from his toil by a festival in honour of Dagon their
god, comes forth into open air.—The priests of Dagon sing in praise of their idol.—Samson bemoaning his condition,
is visited by his friends and his father Manoah, who join in bewailing his degradation.—Samson acknowledging the
justice of his punishment, predicts that Dagon will not be allowed to triumph over the God of Israel.—Micah and his
friends express a hope that Samson’s prediction may be verified. —Samson, however, declares his hopes to be gone, his
nature declining, and his life drawing to a close.—Upon which, his friends recount to him the joy and peace that his
gpirit will realize in the eternal world.

Part II.—Micah and the Israelites call upon God to have pity on Samson.—Dalila, his wife, then appears, and pretending
penitence and submission, entreats him to go home with her. He refuses to listen to her entreaties; a scene of mutua
recrimination ensues, and they separate. His friends assert the ordained subjection of his wife to the husband.—Harapha,
a giant of Gath, then approaches, attracted by the fame of Samson’s prodigious might, and boasts how he would have
overcome him had he encountered him before his captivity.—Samson dares him to a trial now, which he refuses, and is
taunted by Samson with cowardice.—Micah proposes, as a test of who is the supreme God, that Harapha should call
upon Dagon, to try his power over Samson.—The Israelites prostrate themselves before Jehovah, and supplicate His de-
livering aid.—Harapha calls upon Dagon, and the worshippers of that idol appeal to him for protection and succor ; after
which, the Israclites and Philistines jointly, but in opposition to each other, celebrate the majesty, power, and supremacy
of their respective deities.

Parr III.—Harapha is sent by the Philistine lords to bid Samson attend their festival, to exhibit his strength before them,
which at first he refuses to do.—His friends, perplexed for his safety, call upon God for help.—Samson, persuaded in-
wardly that this was from God, yields to go along with Harapha, who comes again with great threatenings to fetch him.
—Samson departs, invoking the aid of that Spirit with which he had formerly been inspired. —His friends cheer him on,
and declare him to be fulfilling the call, and under the guidance of Heaven. Manoah returns to tell his friends his hopes
of obtaining Samson’s release. The Priestsof Dagon are heard to celebrate the praises of their idol for subduing their
foe.—Micah aud Manoah hear the shouts of joy, and the latter again manifests his paternal solicitude for Samson.—An
appaling, loud, and confused noise is heard, succeeded by wailings and cries for help.—An Israelitish messenger arrives
in breathless haste, and relates to the relations and friends of Samson the fearful news of his having pulled down the
Philistine temple, and buried his enemies and himself in its ruins.—Micah, and the Israelites, lament his fall.—A Dead
fh.darc:lis_ heard, and his body approaches on its way to the tomb ; and Manoah and Micah and the Israelites, perform the

uneral rites.

PREFACE.

At page 28 of this volume, a note refers to certain passages in various parts of Samson, which are distinguished by
—&0, and which were omitted in the edition published by Walsh. The plates for Walsh’s edition were corrected by
andel himself, so that the omissions must have been known to him, and were, doubtless, in conformity with his wishes,
and it was, therefore, with some hesitation that the passages in question were admitted into the present edition; but as the
Oratorio may be readily performed in conformity with Handel's wishes, by omitting all the passages enclosed between these
marks, I@ (which marks the beginning) and &1 ( which marks the end ), showing what was originally left out, it was
at length decided to insert the passages in the present volume, which might otherwise have been considered incomplete.
It is not, perhaps, generally known that the original manuscript scores of Handel’s Oratorios, in the hand-writing of
the Composer, and also the copies made by his amanuensis, Mr. Smith, were purchased by His late Majesty King George IIL
and that they are now the property of Her Majesty the Queen, who has most graciously granted access to them for the pur-
pose of a careful examination and comparison of the originals with the copy prepared for the present editions.
The words of the Oratorio of Samson are chiefly selected from Milton’s Samson Agonistes, and the compilation is sup-
Posed to ha’ve been made by Newburgh Hamilton, who added what was necessary to make a connected dramatic Oratorio.
fn Handel’s original score there are long continuations of the words for recitatives, written between two staffs, to which
Handel_ba§ not added music, and some few which have music, but which have been crossed through with the pen, and are
not copiedin the score made by Mr. Smith. A minute transcript of these recitatives was made with the intention of reprint-
ing them in this place, but they would occupy much space without corresponding interest; some of them are foolish and tri-
fiiag: thus, instead of the short recitative, page 190, “Heaven, what noise,” &c., there comes ; “That cry from slaughter of
one foe could not ascend! What shall we do ?—stay here ? or run and see ?”” &e. &c. Handel was apparently induced to adapt
music to much more of these recitatives than he afterwards found effective for performance ; and it is to be regretted that the
geal of after editors should have replaced what Handel so evidently rejected, especially as Dr. Clark Whitfeld has done in his

edition of Handel, where the recitatives are given without the slightest indication of where the omissions may be made, but
the whole are printed without comment.
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Scene before the Prison of Gaza, SAMSON blind and in chains.

No. 2. Recit—THIS DAY A SOLEMN FEAST.
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Aria.— THEN FREE FROM SORROW.
Aria. PHILISTINE WOMAN.
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Recit.— WHY BY AN ANGEL.
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was also left out in several subsequent editions : some later copies of ** Samson" however contain it, and as Handel's original manuseript has the pas-
éage, it is her> retained. Similar passages occur in other Recitatives, all of which are pointed out.in the same manner, and should curtailment be
thought advisable, the marks 48~ ¥ will indicate a ready means. A few remarks on Handel's probable wishes will be found at the end of the




29

Aria.—TORMENTS, ALAS! ARE NOT CONFIN'D.
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No. 11. Recit.—0 CHANGE BEYOND REPORT.
Reoir.—MICAH.
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No. 12. . Amr.—O MIRROR OF OUR FICKLE STATE.
Arr. MICAH.
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Recir.—WHOM HAVE I TO COMPLAIN.
Recir. SAMSON.
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No. 26. Crorus.—TIHHEN SHALL THEY KNOW.
CHORUS. Allegro moderato.
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Recit.—FOUR THEE, MY DEAREST SON.
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PART THE THIRD.
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Recir.—NOISE, CALL YOU THIS?
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No. 87. YE SONS OF ISRAEL, NOW LAMENT.
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Crorus.—WEEP, ISRAEL, WEEP.
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