BY HIS EXCELLENCY

« lLiaeut.General SIRGEORGE PREVOST,
Baronet, Commander of His Majesty’s
Forces in North America, &c. &c. &c.

To the Inhabitants of His Majesty’s Provinces in North America.

A PROCLAMA'TION.

THE c.o::lplviq Success which has attended His Majesty’s Arms on the Niagara Frontier, having placed in our possession
the whole of the Enemy’s Posts on that line, it became a matter of imperious duty, to retaliate on America, the miseries
which the unfortunate Inhabitants of Newark had been made to suffer upon the evacuation of Ifort George.

The Villages _of Lt.‘wmum, Black Rock, and Buflalo, huve accordingly been burned. 3
At the same time that His Excellency the Commander of the Forces sincerely deprecates this mode of Warfare, he trusts,
| that it will be sufficient to c?tll tl_lr: attention of every candid and impartial person, both amongst ourselves and the Enemy, to
; “}C (‘-II'CUIY}ﬁtﬂ“CCS from “’thEl it has arisen, to satisfy them that this departure from the established Usages of War has ori-
ginated with America hersell, and that to her alone, are Justly chargeable, all the awful and unhappy consequences which

have hitherto flowed, and are likely to resuit from it. E
: It is not necessary to advm:t to the conduct of the Troops employed on the American Coast, in conjunction with 1lis Ma-
Jesty’s Squadron, under Admiral Sir John B. Warren, since as they were neither within the command. nor subject to the con-
troul of His Excellency, theiracts cannot be ascribable to him, even if they wanted that justification which the circumstances
that occasioned them, so amply afford g

_ Tt will be sufficient for the present purpose, and in ovder to mark the character of the War, as carried on upon the Fron-

tiers of these Provinces, to trace the line of Conduct observed by His & xcellency, and the Troops under his Command, since
the commencement of Hostilities, and to contrast it with that of the enemy. :
; ,hi‘lle first ln\‘.asﬂm of Upper Canada U:t‘-k place in July, 1812, when the American Forces, under Brigadier General
flull, (‘i:tiSH(‘d over and took possession of Sandwich, where they began to manifest a dispositdon so diffeient trom that of a
magnanimous enemy, and \1-‘}11‘1'.1] they have since invariably di._«';ilal\.'vd, in marking out, as objects of their pecaliac rescutment,
the Loyal Subjects of His Majesty, and in dooming their property to plunder and conflagration.

Various instances of this kind occurred, both at Sandwich and in is neighbourhood, at the very period when His Majesty's
Standard was waving upon the Fort of Michilimackinae, and affording Protection to the persons and proncity of those who
had submitted to it:—Within a few wecks afterwards, the British I"Iil;ﬂ" was also hoisted on the Fortress of Detroit, whieh, to-
gether with the whole of the Michigan Territory, had sucrendered to 1iis Majesty's Arns, :

Had not His Exceilency been actuated by sentiments far diffprent fro n those which had influenced the American Govern-
ment, and the Persons employed by it, in the wanton acts of $struction of Private Property, committed during their short
occupation of a part of Upper Canada, His Excellency could not have failed td have availed himseif of the opportunity which
the undisturbed possession of the whole of the Michigan Territory, afforded him of amply retaliating for the t.L."-":Hf-iil‘ill.'_': SY§-
tem which had been pursned at Sandwich and on the Thames. 2 : Al

Bul stiictly in conformi'y to the views and dizposition of his own Government, and to that liberal and magnanimons Policy
which it had dictated, he chose rather to forbear an initation of the enemy’s example, in the hope, that such forbearance
‘-\h“-’"l!{l E.)L’ lilllu\ 'n‘;};‘]'}a't'(fi.‘.lt'd Ir)f Liil' Gl_i'\'@i'llll!t\it Uf t[l(,‘ Ulli:t‘d SL"][{“S_‘ -dnd “'();ﬂd p.'(i'J.HC-L’ il recturn Lo [[],(_- iIll.)l'C-('ini:iY.Cll us'dg‘es ul'.
VA,

‘The Persons and Property, therefore, of the Inhabitants of the Michizan Territory, were respected, and remained unmolested,

tn the winter of the following year, when the success which attended the daring and gallant enterpiize against Ogdens-
burgh had placed that popilous and flourishing Village in our possession, the generosity of the Biiish Character was again
coucpicucus. in the scrupulons preservation of every ariicle wiich could be consilered as Private Property ; such Public Build-
ings only being destroved as were used for the accommaodation of T'roops and for Public Stores.

‘The destruction of the Defences of Ogdensburgh, and the disparsion of the Enemy’s Force in that neighbourhoed, jaia
open the whole of their Frontier on the St Lawrence, to the incursions of His Majesty’s Troops, and Hamilton, as well as
the numerous Settlements on the Banks of the River, might, at any hour, had such been the disposition of 1iis Majesty’s Go-
vernment, or of those acling nnder it, been plundered and lail waste.

During the course of the following Summer, by the fortunate result of the enterprize against Plattsburgh, that Town was for
several hours in the complete possession of our troops, there not being any force in the neighbourhood which could attempt a resis-
tance.  Yet even there, under circumstances of strong temptation, and when the recent example of the enemy in the wanton de-
struction at York, of private property, and buildings not usea for mi itary purposes, must have been fresh in the recolle=tion of the
Forces employed on that occasion, and would have justified a retaliation on their part, their forbearance was strongly manifested,
and the directions His txcellency had given to the commander of that expedition, so scrupulously obeyed, that scarcely can another
instance be shewn in which, during a state of war, and under similar circumstances, an enemy, so completely under the power and at
the mercy of their adversaries, had so little cause of cemplaint. e

During the course of the same Summer, Forts Schlosser and Black Rock, were surprized and taken by a part of the forces un-
der the command of Major-General De Rottenburg on the Niagara frontier, at both of which places personal property was respocted,
and the public buildings were alone destroyed. ' : ‘ _

It was certainly matter of just and reasonable expectation, that the humane and liberal course of conduct pursued by His Fxcel-
lency on these different occasions, would have had its du= weight with the American Government, and would have led it to have ab.
stamned, in the further prosecution of the war, from any acts of wantonness or violence, which could only tend unnecessarily 10 add to
its ordinary calamities, and to bring down upon their own unoffending citizens a retaliation, which, though distant, they must have
knows would await and certainly follow such conduct. ' 5

Undeterred, however, by His Excellency’s example of moderation, or by any of the consequences to be apprehended from the
adoption of such barbarous measures, the American forces at Fort George, acting, as there is every reason to believe, under the ora
ders, or with the approbation of their Government, for some time previous to their evacuation of that fortress, under various preten-
ces, burned and destroyed the farm houses and buildings of many of the respectable and praceable inhabitants of that neighbourhood.
But the full measure of this species of barbarity remained to be completed at a season when all its horrors might be more fully and
keen'y felt by those who were to become the wretched victims of it.

It will hardly be credited by those who shall Lereafter read it in the page of history, that n the enlightened @ra of ghe 16th cen.
tury, and in the inclemency of a Canadian Winter, the troops of a nation calling itsell civilizad and christian; had wantonly, and
without the shadow of a pretext, forced 400 helpless women and children to quit their dwellings, and to be the mournatul spectators
of the conflagration and total destruction ot all that belonged to them.

Yet such was the fate of Newark on the 10th of December, a day which the inhabitants of Upper Canada can never forget, and
the recollection of which cannot but nerve their arms when again opposed to their vindictive foc.  On the night of that day, the Ame-
rican troops under Brigadier-General M*Clure, being about to evacuate Fort George, which they could no longer retain, by an act
of inhumanity disgraceful to themselves and to the nation to which they belong, set fire to upwards of 150 houses, composing the
beautitul village of Newark, and burned them to the ground, leaving without covering or shelter those * innocent, unfortunate and
distressed inhabitants,” whom that Officer, by his Proclamation, had previously engaged to protect.

His Excellency would have ill consulted the honour of his country, and the justice due to His Majesty’s injured and insulted
subjects, had he permitted an act of such needless cruelty to pass unpunished, or had he failed to visit, whenever the opportunity ar-
rived, upon the inhabitants of the neighbouring American frontier, the calamities thus inflicted upon those of our own.

The opportunity has occurred, and a full measure of retaliation has taken place, such asit is hoped will teach the enemy to res-
pect, in future, the laws of war, and recal him to a sense of what is due to himself as well as to us. ;

In the further prosecution of the contest to which so extraordinary a character has been given, His Excellency must be guided by
the course of conduct which the enemy shall hereafter pursue.: Lamenting, as His Excellency does, the necessity imposed upon him
of retaliating upon the subjects of America the miseries inflicted on the inhabitants of Newark, it is not his intention to pursue further
a system of warfare so revolting to his own feelings, and so little congenial to the British character, unless the future measures of the
enemy should compel him again to resort to it. : :

"I'o those possessions of the enemy along the whole line of frontier which have hitherto remained undisturbed, and which are now
within His Excellency’s reach, and at the mercy of the troops under his command, His Excellency has determmed to extend the same
forbearance, and the same freedom from rapine and plunder, which they have hitherto experienced ; and from this determination the
future conduct of the American Government shall alone induce His Excellency to depart.

The inhabitants of these Provinces will in the mean time be prepared to resist, with firmness and with courage, whatever attempts
the resentment of the enemy, arising from their disgrace and their merited sufferings, may lead them to make, well assured that they
will be powerfully assisted at all points by the troops under His Excellency’s command, and that prompt and signal vengeance will be
taken for every fresh departure by the £nemy, from that system of Warfare, which ought alone to subsist between enlightened and
civilized nations.

Given under my Hand and Seal at Arins at Quebec, this 12th day of

Janvary, 1814.
GEORGE PREVOST.

By His Excelleacy’s Command,

E. 8. BRENTON. 5

Quebec Gazette, 13th January, 1814.

PAR SON EXCELLENCE

Le Lieutenant General Sik GEORGE
PREVOST, Baronet, Commandant
des Forces de Sa Majeste’ dans I'A-
merique Septentrionale, &c. &c. &c.

Aux Habitans des Provinces de Sa Majesté dans U Ameérique Septentrionale,

PROCLAMATION.

E i-: ‘bucrr.c.a {‘)nmp]f-'t qu! a accompagn€ les Armes de Sa Majefté sur la Frontiére de Niagira ayant mis en notre possession
d tous les Iu_n_:-s de ’Ennemi sur certe Irgne, il est devenu de notre devoir impérieux de faire retomber sur I’Amérique les
Il:!&cltS(.lel”g'a fair s.-n.-_ff"j: aux Habitans infortunés de Newark, lors de I'évacuation du Fort-George.

i,rs \;ll:‘dgt’s de Lcu:szon? Black Rock et Buffalo onr en conséquence €té brilés.

3 dn'l:p’frl";t.rEICZIS{{CHL:':(\gr:?Q ll;;xt:t'lic't)(‘e le (}rrrmanda_nt des ’]"nn:cs (.iélcstt'_sl.n(‘ért‘ment ce ge'nrc de _G'ucrre, il espére qu'il sa{ﬂ':-
B s o }.w ‘ u C’h pt.rsnnnc(gn(.ildt 1l [mpalflé‘!!(', I?l|:1l p:‘lIHI‘I IHIU.‘-SUC parrml l:.nn('r!u, aux CIF(:(‘J}"IS[Q.I‘IC(‘S qul y

anhelicy, v ¢s convaincere que cet cloignement des Usages établis de la Guerre a commencé avec I’Amérigue elle-méme,
€t qua “'I‘_‘ setle on doir justement attiibuer rouies les tristes et malheurcuscs con:€quences qui en sont resultées Jusctu’a présent
et qui en résulteront probablement. ahs :
n“tlnltna\(ft?}L)?LSsnc:fi{,?:[::L( K?Ia;-izi-‘::;nn‘:rc ﬂttl.:‘nt'.it:?l; sur la conduite d.cs Trou;ws. employées .ft_ir _la Cdre Américaine, conjointc_—
e SR F"-‘I“ S(,u's ) ) r..i Sir John B. W.irrcn, car comme elles n'€roient ni sous le cn-nmar}dcment, nl

J| au controle Ge son Exceilence, leurs actes ne peuvent lui étre ateribués, méme s’ils avoient besoin de cette Justification
Gue l{-s,(j:rcunstanccs qut 1ts oat occasionnés lcur fournissent siamplement,

1 suffira pour le presint, crafin de marquer le caractére de la Guerre, telle que faite sur les Frontiéres de ces Provinces. de
tracer Ja ligne d:j con.dulte tenue par Son Excellence er les Troupes sous son Commandement, depuis le t.:ommenccmcntldc‘;
Hostilités, et den faire le ¢rarraste avec celle de I’ Ennemi,

Lla premicie lavasion do Huiut-Ganada cot liev en Juiller 1812, auquel tems les Forces Américaines fous le Brigadier Génénal
]!t-!l, traverscrent €1 prient posseffion d- Sandwich, ol elles commencerent 3 manifetler une dispofition si differente Je relle
d'un enncmi ragnantine, € qulclies ont invarlablement montrée depuis, en marquant, comme des objets de leur ressentinent,
les Loyaux Sujets de Sa Majesté, et en livrant l-urs propriétés au pitlage et av feu.

: Iy eut plusieurs exemplesde ce genre tant 3 Sandwich que dans le voisinage, dans le méme tems que I’ Etendard de S» Maijesté
dep]ny(- sut le fort |\-‘l‘|thnhnml\'inac. donnoit protetion aux personnes et aux‘-pmpnétcs de ceux qui yetoient sournis :—Peu de sc'-
maines ap!es, l_ﬂ' tavilion Anglos fut aufli hissé sur la Forteresse du Détron, qui avec tout le Terrisoire de Michigaa s’¢etoit ren-
du aux Armes de Sa Majclie,

Si Son Exezllence ncii pas €té conduite par des feotimens bien differens de ceux qui avoient conduit le Gouvernement Amé-.
ricain et les personnes ‘qu'n cmployoit, cans les actes de destrudtion de proprictes privecs, commis durant leur courte pussession
d’nn:; partie du Haut-(.annda, Son Excellencen’auroit pas manqué de profiter de I'occasion que la possession paisible de tout le
Territoire du Michigan lui fournisscit d’uses d’amplcs represailles pour le systéme. de désclauon qul avoit ezé tenu a Sandwich et
sur le 1 hames. .

Mais en stricte conformiré aug ayes et dispositions de son propre Gouvernement, et 2 la politique généreuse et magnanime qu’il
avoit dittée, }l prefera sabstenir dimiter Pexemple de I’ennemi dans I'esperance qu’une telle patience seroit duement appreciée
par‘lc Gouvernement des Erats Unis, «t le icroit revenir aux usages plus civilisés de la guerre, '

En conséquence les Personnes et Jes propri¢tésdes Habitansdu Territoire de Michiganturent respectéeset ne furent point molestéeg

Daus 11 .I“u dt'l‘auudc sulvante Il.l.:s:uc le succés aur sujvit i’ ntreorise hardie et vaiilante contie Ogdensburg eut mis ce vil.
lage peuple ct florissant en notre pogsession, la génerosite du Caractere Anglois parutencore dans la conservation scrupuley e
(h‘r tout article que l'on ph. regarder comme Propri¢te Privée; 1ine fur déwruir que les Edifices Publics employeés p.our 1.;;
Troupes et comme Magasins Publics.

{.a dCSt[UCI:tJn des Deéfenses d Ogdensburg ec la dispersion des Forces de 'Ennemi dans ce voisin 1Ze exposi toutes sa fronzig-
re sur le Fleuve St. Laurent aux incursions des tioupes de Sa Majesié, et Hamilron, ainsi que les €tasissemens nonbreux
sur lesbord du Fleuve, auroient pPu en aucun tems que ce fGt étre pillés e ravages, si telie elc cte la disposition du Guuvcrné-
ment de Sa Majesté ou de scs employés,

I‘Ju;am ke couis de ICté sutvant, par 1'heureux réfultat de I'entreprife contre Plattsburg, cette Ville fut penldant plasicirs h=ures
€n ia possession complete de nos troupes, n'y ayan: dans le volsinage aucune force qui put tenter unc resistance.  Cependang, ding
des circonstances de fories tentations et dans un tems ol 'exemple récent de I'ennemi dans la destruction 3 York de propriztes
privees et L_i ‘edifices qui n'eteient point employes a des usages militaires, devoit €tre frais dans la mémoire des Fo ces employees :-';.
cette accasion, et auroit Juflifie des represailies de leur part, leur indulg-nce parut beaucoup et les ordres que Sun Exceilence avoir
donpes au Commandant de cerre exXpedition, st scrupuleuscinent obeis, qu'a peiae peut-on monirer un autre exemple ob, durant
un etat de guerre ct dans des circonstances semblables, v ennemi, si completement sous la puissance et a la mercl de Ses.
saires, a si peu de raison de se plaindre.

Durant le cours du méme I’ecé, les Fores Schlosier et Black Rock, furent surpris et pris parune partie des Forces 5.
commandement du Major Général De Rotrer!urg sur la trontidre de Niagaia, auxquelies deux places Iis proprictes privees ¢
respectees, etles édifices publics sculs furent datruits.

| {_)n devoit ccrt_ainc-mcm s’attendre avee justice et rzifon que la conduite humaine et généreule tenue par Son Excellence dans £°8
différentcs occasions, auroic eu dy peids auprés du Gouvernement Ameéricain, et ’auroit porté as’abstentr, dans la conunuaron de
la gucire, de tout alte de Cruaate ou de violence, qui ne pourroit que tendre sans nécessite aajouter 2 ses calamites ur._lumrcsh lc( a
aLtirer sur Ses citoyens 1nnocens des represailies qui quoique eloignees, devoient ceria inement, ainsi qu’il le savoir, suivre 'cc:cc
conduite.

Sans étre détournés, ccpendant, par 1’exemple de moderation de Son Excellence ni par aucune des conséquences i appréh«n for
de l'aﬂopupn de mesures aussi barbares, les Forees Américaines, agissant, comme il y a tout lieu de croire, sous les ordres r;u' a'.atc
I'approbation de leur Gouvernement, quelque tems avant PPevacuation de cette forteresse, sous divers pretexies briérent er d -(ru:
firent les maitons €t biumens de plygicurs des habitans respectables et paisibles de ce voisinage, Mais la mesure de certe es ,,(_._
de barbarie d:_VUi[ ctre compléiée en un tems o0 toutes ses horreurs pourroient €cre plus séverement senties par ceux qui d p: .
en étre les malheureuses vidtimes. : o g

l'

S

Urcide

’ Ceux qui dans la suite liront dans les pages de I"histoire, croiront a peine, qu'a 1'époque éclairée du 1ge siécle, et dans la rigueur
d un‘hlvcr du Canada, les troupes d'une nation qui se dit civilisée et chrénenne, a, de propos delibére, et sans ombre de réLbexr
forcé 400 femmies et enfans 3 abandonaer lcurs habitations, et a érre les trisces spectateurs de 'incendie et de I'entiére deflr ‘t c:.
de tout ce qul leur appartenoit. IS

Cependant tel fur le sort de Newark le 10 Décembre, jour que les Habitans du Haut -Canada ne pourront jamais oublier, et dont
le souvenir ne peut que les anminser lorsqu’ils seront oppos. s de nouveau i leur ennemi vindicatif Dans la nuic de c:tt:jou‘rné‘ les
Troupes Amiciicaines sous le Brigadier-Géneral M*Clure, éant sur le point d'€évacuer l¢ Fort George, qu’elles ne pouvoienrt Llu:
It nor, par Uk acle diinhumanite deshonorant pour elles et pour la nation a laquelle elles appartiennent, mirent le feu 2 qu de
Lyt iaisons, Gui comiposoient le beau village de Newark, et lesbrilérent jusqu’a la terre, laissant 3 découvert et sans al:u!nJ s
»» Habitans wnocens et matheureux.” que cet Officier, par sa Proclamation, s'étoit engage de protéger. 2

Sun kxeelience auroit mal consulie 1'honaeur de son Pays, et la justice due aux Sujets de Sa Majesté injuri€s et insultés, si elle
¢tz soullzr quiun pareil acte de cruaute demeurdt impuni, ou sielle et manqué de faire retomber, lorsque Poccasion s’en .réf'an
teroir, sur les habians de la tiontiére Americaine qui avoisine, les calamités ainstinfligees sur ceux de la nécre. £ 3

L occasion s'est prérentec, ctles represailles ot eu liew, d’une maniére qui, il est 2 espérer, enscignera 4 'Eanemi i respec-
ter, a l'avenir, l2s L.ois de la- Guerre, et a le rappeller a ce qu’il doit 2 lui-méme et i nous. g

Dans la continuation u"un_c contestation a lagquclle il a été donné un caraceere si extraordinaire, Son Excellence doit écre guidée
par la condeite que I'bEnncint ticadraa Pavenir.  Déplorant, comme le fait Son Excellence, la nécessité qut lui est imposee, de
se venger sur les Sujets de 'Amerigue des miséies infligées aux Habitans de Newark, ce n'eft pas son intention de conm;usr

~

plus long temis un sy sténe de Q-ucrrr st revoliant a ses propres sentimens, et si peu naturel au caractére Anglois, 3 moins que
les mesures futures de I'banemine le forcent d'y recourir de nouveau,

Quant aux possessions de PEanemi le lung de la ligne de la frontiére qui sont jusqu’a présent demeurées tranquilles, et qui sont
maintenant a la portee de son Excellence, etala merci des troupes sous son commandement, Son Excellence est déterminee i
étendre Ja méme indulgence et ke meme protection contre Ja rapine ec le pillage ; et il n’y aura que la conduite future du Gou-
vernement Ameéricaln qui pourra indwre Son Excellence a dévier de cette détermination,

Les Habutans deces Lrovinces s¢ pi€pareront en attendant a résister, avec fermeté et courage, 2 toutss les tentatives que le
ressenument de "knncon, provinaacde leur disgrace et de leurs souffrances Justement méritées, pourra le porier i fuire, bien
assures qu'ils seront puissament hdes dans tous les points par les Troupes sous le Commandement de Son Exceilence, et ,q.ru-
ne vengeance promuic et signalet suivra chaque nouvelle déviation de I'Ennemi, dece systéme de Guerre, quiscul devroit sub-
sister entre des nations eclaiées « civilisees, :

Donné sous mon Seing et le Sceau de mes Armes & Québecy ce 12e.

Jour de J anvier, 1814. - |
GEORGE PREVOST.

Par Ordre de Son Excellence,
-E, B. BRENTON, _ g



