CIC Plenary
Assemhly

SOL KANEE

Sol Kanee, CJC President, has
announced Canadian Jewish Con-
- gress’ 17th Triennial Plenary As-
sembly will take place at the Royal
York Hotel in Toronto, June 15-18,
1974. Mr. Kanee noted, "'The
Plenary Session of Canadian Jews
is a national assembly of represen-
tatives of Canadian Jews, demo-
cratically elected by recognized
Jewish organizations and indivi-
duals who participate in communal
affairs. It is the highest authority in
the framework of CJC and is em-
powered to give direction to Con-
gress activities, both nationally
and internationally.”

The CJC Plenary Assembly is
looked upon throughout Canada as
the parliament of Canadian Jewry.
Jewish communities throughout
Canada are urged to begin the
election of their delegates.

CUJS
Seminar

The Canadian Union of Jewish
Students convened a seminar “On
Being Jewish” February 21-24.
The seminar was co-ordinated by
Jewish students in Vancouver and
held in a camp in the vicinity of the
city. The seminar brought together
Jewish students from Vancouver,
Edmonton, Calgary and Saska-
toon.

Workshops and discussions
were held on such diverse topics
as: Jewish Atitudes to Wars —
Halachic View; Soviet Jewry;
Shtetel Life; Jewish Mysticism;
Flaws in Contemporary Jewish
‘Communities; Judeo-Christian Re-
lations, Israel.

Films and multi-media pro-
grammes from the New Jewish
Media Project were incorporated
into the workshops.
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Soviet Jewry

DEMONSTRATION

On February 2, Soviet Commu-
nist Party Leader, Leonid |. Brezh-
nev landed at Gander, Newfound-
land airport enroute home to the
Soviet Union after an official visit
to Cuba. He was met at the airport
by ten Newfoundland Jews who
carried signs reading, “Let My
People Go™.

The group, led by Dr. Avram
Richler, engaged in a conversation
with Mr. Brezhnev urging that exit
visas be granted to Jews wishing
to emigrate to Israel. The Jewish
delegation also asked Mr. Brezh-
nev to intercede on behalf of Sylva
Zalmanson, sentenced to ten years
strict regime in the first Leningrad
trial in 1970, now seriously ill.
They were supported by the Cana-
dian Minister of Regional Econom-
ic Expansion, the Honorable Don
Jamieson who was head of the of-
ficial reception group.

The group had brought with
them a petition signed by four hun-
dred residents in St. John's, New-
foundland.

When asked where they obtain-
ed their .information concerning
Soviet Jewry, Dr. Richler produced
a fact sheet received from the
Montreal Office of Canadian Jew-
ish Congress.

HUNGER STRIKE

On Friday, February 15 three
Soviet Jews began a hunger strike
in Moscow as an act of despair and
protest against the Soviet Union’'s
failure to grant them exit visas.
Participants included David Azbel,
a professor of technical sciences in
whose apartment the strike took
place, Vitaly Rubin, an authority on
ancient China, and Viadimir
Galatsky, an artist.

It is reported that the phones of
most Jewish activists in Moscow
have been disconnected. In a
statement issued by the hunger
strikers it was stressed, "By cut-
ting off conversation with the out-
side world the KGB plans to isolate
us and minimize the meaning of
our hunger strike. We appeal to
people who sympathize with us to
demand communication with the
outside world".

A cable has been forwarded to
David Azbel by Sydney M. Harris,
Q.C., and Nathan Hurwich, Chair-
man and Vice-Chairman respec-
tively of the National Committee
for Soviet Jewry. Expressing solid-
arity and sympathy with the aims
of the hunger strike, the text of the
telegram follows.

“Canadian Jewry is gripped with
the drame of your hunger strike
and sends this expression of solid-
arity and sympathy with its aims. It

Chief Justice Appointed

BORA LASKIN

Chief Justice Bora Laskin, ap-
pointed recently to head the Su-
preme Court of Canada. has for-
warded a letter to David Satok,
CJC Central Region Chairman and

Sydney M. Harris, Q.C., National

CJC Executive Vice-President, ex-

pressing his appreciation for their

c;_)%gramlations stated on behalf of

The Chief Justice added, | re-
call my participation in some of
Congress’ activities, a participation
which had its beneficial influence
on me’. For a number of years,
while residing in Toronto, Chief
Justice Laskin was a member of
the CJC National Executive and
Vice-Chairman of the Central Re-
gion Joint Community Relations
Committee and Chairman of its
local committee.

In a telegram signed by Sol
Kanee, CJC National President and

Saul Hayes, CJC Executive Vice .

President, Congress congratulated
Chief Justice Bora Laskin on his
appointment to head the highest
court in Canada, stating that his
“elevation to Chief Justice of Ca-
nada is a great honour bestowed
on a most distinguished jurist who
has earned the admiration and rec-
ognition of his Government, his
profession and his fellow Cana-
dians,” and that his “appointment
adds lustre to the Jewish commu-
nity” of which he is “a proud mem-
ber” x

is unconscionable for the Soviet
Government to prohibit the emi-
gration of Jews who have com-
mitted no illegal acts but wish only
to proceed to Israel. We will con-
tinue to publicize your plight and to
press the Soviet Government and
alert public opinion to permit you
and all Jews who wish to leave the
Soviet Union to do so without fur-
ther delay. This message is a reaf-
firmation of our unshakable deter-
mination to stand with you and our
fervent hope that you will soon be
permitted to leave for Israel. Whilst
we fully sympathize with your hun-
ger strike we urge you not to jeo-
pardize your health. Shalom from
Canadian Jewry Please phone To-
ronto, 487-7155, Area Code 416.

CIC
Conveys

Condolences

Following the death of David
Ben-Gurion, former Prime Minister
of Israel, condolences were for-
warded to His Excellency, Ephraim
Katzir, President of Israel. Co-
signed by Sol Kanee, CJC Presi-
dent and Saul Hayes; Q.C., CJC Ex-
ecutive Vice President, the text fol-
lows.

“Canadian Jewry has learned
with deep sorrow of the passing of
David Ben-Gurion. Ben-Gurion
was the statrsman who brought to
fruition Herzl’'s dream of a Jewish
state. His single-minded purpose
from his early years never dimin-
ished for he was constantly dedi-
cated to Israel and the House of Is-
rael. He will be remembered with
the greatest affection in Canada
where he trained as a young sol-
dier in the Jewish Legion and for
his many visits to Canadian Jewry

~ He was one of the greatest sons of

his people. We mourn his passing.
Please accept this expression of
our highest esteem.”

BEN GURION

CIC
International

Meetings

Canadian Jewish Congress has
participated in meetings held in
Zurich, (January 6-9) — the COJO
Presidium (Conference on Major
Jewish Organizations) and the
World Jewish Congress Governing
Council. CJC representatives were
Sol Kanee, CJC President and Alan
Rose, CJC Associate Executive Di-
rector. Monroe Abbey, Q.C., a
member of the WJC Governing
Council was unable to be present
owing to family illness.

During the CJC National Execu-
tive Committee meeting on Febru-
ary 17, Mr. Kanee reported exten-
sively on the meetings. Items dis-
cussed included Jewish education
throughout the world, Soviet Jew-
ish emigration, and the situation in
the Middle East following the Yom
Kippur War with emphasis on
world opinion and the energy
crisis. (Editor’'s Note: Mr. Kanee's
comments are included in the CJC
National Executive minutes, page

Eastern
Region
Conference

The Eastern Region Conference
of Canadian Jewish Congress will
be held on Sunday, March 31,
1974 beginning at 10:00 a.m. at
the Queen Elizabeth Hotel in Mon-
treal. Registration of delegates will
commence at 9:00 a.m. The Con-
ference will conclude around 4:00
p.m.

Mrs. Joey Richman has been
appointed . Chairman of the
Arrangements Committee which is
now finalizing the Conference pro-
gram.

The theme of the Conference
will be Congress in Perspective:
Commitment — Continuity. Guest
speaker at the Conference lunch-
eon will be the Honorable Jerome
Choguette, Minister of Justice of
the Government of Quebec. Mr
Choquette will be introduced by
the Honorable Dr. Victor Gold-
bloom, Minister of Municipal Af-
fairs and Environment of the Gov-
ernment of Quebec. Mr. Cho-
quette’s address will deal with Hu-
man Rights Legislation in Quebec.

Conference issues will include:
the position of the Region on items
to be discussed at the CJC Nation-
al Plenary Assembly in Toronto,
June 15-18, 1974: and a projec-
tion of activities for the Region in
all areas of communal endeavour

‘In addition, the Conference will

emphasize both the position of
Jews in Quebec, highlighting the
Human Rights Code, as well as the
issue of Jewish education. I
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CJC NATIONAL EXECUTIVE MEETING

What zre the current issues concerning the Canadian Jewish community today? The CJC Na-
tional Executive Committee meeting dealt recently with many of these issues—international organizations,
Isreal, Soviet Jewry and Jewish communities throughout the world; humanitarian activity, immigration,
multiculturalism and consumer affairs; demographic research, archival work and a museum depicting Ca- :
nadian Jewish history—this was the agenda discussed during the last CJC National Executive meeting held ;
in Toronto,February 17. The following summary, in turn, acts as an introduction to the theme of this Con-
gress Bulletin the goal being to provide our readers with an indepth examination of several current Jewish
issues and activities.

A meeting of the CJC National Execu-
tive Committee took place in Toronto, Feb-!
ruary 17. Sol Kanee, National President,
presided After the luncheon recess Mr. Ka-
nee called upon Sydney M. Harris. Q.C.,
National Vice President to take the chair. A
summary of the issues discussed follows.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Mr. Kanee reported extensively on re-
cent meetings held in Zurich, the COJO
Presidium (World Conference of Jewish
Organizations) on January 6-7 and the
World Jewish Congress Governing Coun-
cil on January 7-9. CJC had been repre-
sented by Messrs. Kanee and Rose. Mr.
Monroe Abbey. QC, a member of the WJC
Governing Council was unable to be
present owing to family illness.

The COJO Presidium was chaired by
Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson, Acting Presi-
dent. The progress of COJO Commission
on Jewish Education was discussed, its
purpose being to undertake program his
countries whose Jewish communities are
without resources for Jewish education,
such as in Iran and France, and to act as a
clearing house for information concerning
Jewish education throughout the world.
Reports were heard concerning Soviet
Jewry emigration and the situation in the
Middle East following the Yom Kippur
War.

The World Jewish Congress Governing
Council on the political implications of the
Highlights of the meeting included a dis-
cussion of the restructuring of the WJC
Governing Council; an address to the
Council; on the political implications of the
aftermath of the Yom Kippur War by Dr.
Nahum Goldmann, WJC President; the
mlddle East situation with particular em-
phasis on world opinion and the energy
crisis; and an extensive examination of the
current political state of Jewish commu-
nities throughout the world, devoting spe-
cial attention to Soviet Jewry.

“ It was noted that the Sixth-Plenatry As-
sembly of the World Jewish Congress will
meet in The Hague, April 28-May 6, 1974
Twelve delegates chosen from amongét
CJC Officers will represent Congress.

BUDGETING CONFERENCE

It was reported that preparatory work is
continuing for a meeting of the National
Budgeting Conference, scheduled to take
place in Toronto on April 17. The United
Israel Appeal Inc. will attend as observer.

CZF
A meeting of CJC and Canadian Zionist
Federation Officers will be called in order
to discuss issues arising in the field of Jew-
ish education, Soviet Jewry and other
n.'latters,

CuJs

Mr. Kanee. reported that the Jewish

Agencies’ participation in the funding of

Canadian Union of Jewish Students was
discussed during a meeting he had with
Leon Dultzin, Acting Chairman of the Je-
wish Agency. Mr. Kanee has written Mr.
Dultzin concerning this. matter which is
now pending.

CCLA

It was reported the Canadian Civil Liber-
ties Association is preparing a primer on
human rights for the Canadian Labour
Congress. A subvention of $500.00 for
this project has been requested from CJC.

It was agreed Mr. J.B. Salsberg should
meet with the CCLA in order to evaluate
whether there are sufficient matters of
Jewish interest to warrant subventing the
proposed primer.

PLENARY ASSEMBLY

It was reported that the Plenary Assem-
bly program and arrangements have been
completed. The program will be an-
nounced in due course. The Assembly will
take place at the Royal York Hotel in
Toronto, June 15-18, 1974. Recommen-
ded allocations for travel and meal subsi-
dies were moved and approved.

Noted was the need to provide sub-

sidies to encourage the presence of youth

at the Plenary Assembly. It was the strong
feeling of the National Executive Com-
mittee that CJC regions should direct their
attention to this matter and provide spe-
cial funds for subsidies.

"MUSEUM RESEARCH
ARCHIVES LIBRARY

The following was reported:

a) Library — Following a decision of a pre-
vious executive meeting authorizing dis-
continuance of the Congress library, books
are being distributed to Canadian Jewish
Public Librairies in Montreal, Toronto and
Winnipeg.

b) Museum — The museum, depicting Ca-
nadian Jewish history, will be presented in
three dimensional and audio-visual forms.
Plans are on the drawing board. Money for
the museum was provided by the family of
the late Samuel Bronfman on the occasion
of his eightieth birthday. The plans call for
action on acquisitions and the ordering of
graphs and material at the beginning of
1975.

c) Research — Arrangements have been
concluded for current demographic stud-
ies of the Canadian Jewish population
leading up to 1976 statistics. Two of these
have already been printed and distributed;

the third is in the works and will culminate

in 1975-76 with a monograph on the

demography of Canadian Jewry. Still to be
considered are attitudinal or motivational
studies describing the present profile of
the Canadian Jewish community.

d) Archives — CJC archives are being as-
sembled and are proving to be a real trea-
sure. What is now required is a profes-
sional archivist to carry out a systematic
classification of materials.

It was the consensus of the National Ex-
ecutive Committee that attention should

“also be given to regional efforts — stress-

ing the accomplishments of the Jewish
Histerical Society in Winnipeg, noting the
commencement of activity in the Central
Region, and stimulating Eastern Region
community involvement in similar efforts.
Regional activity could then serve as a
basis for increased national archival work.

ISRAELI POWS IN SYRIA

It was reported that CJC had contacted
the Secretary of State for External Affairs
and several organizations (Royal Canadian
Legion, Canadian Red Cross, Canadian
Council of Churches, the Apostolic Dele-
gate) requesting intervention on behalf of
Israeli POWs in Syria.

CJC will be handling the Canadian visit
(Montreal, Toronto and Ottawa) of Israeli
POW parents, February 27-March 4. Em-
phasis will be placed on meetings with
government officials and members of the
non-Jewish community. The parents will
meet with the Honorable Mitchell Sharp,
Secretary of State for External Affairs.

CiC

Regional Canada-Israel Committee ad
hoc committees to deal with influential
non-Jewish.people have been established
in Winnipeg Toronto and Montreal. The
idea was initiated by Jewish community
leadership in Winnipeg Most recently in
Montreal on February 12, a meeting of
several prominent Jewish leaders was
convened by Charles Bronfman for this
purpose.

It was announced that chapters of the
Canadian Professors for Peace in the
Middle East have been established at York
University and the University of Toronto.
The Chapters have the active assistance of
anumber of articulate academicans.

GRAPE & LETTUCE BOYCOTT

It was recommended by the Officers
that supermarkets and groceterias dis-
playing grapes and lettuce should indicate
these goods are subject to a jurisdictional
union dispute and are boycotted.

Following a lengthy discussion Mr.
Kanee requested Mrs. Ray Wolfe, who is
planning a visit to the Imperial Valley in
California, to investigate the situation prior
to a final determination by the National Ex-
ecutive Committee.

KASHRUTH LEGISLATION

Approved was the CJC Officers’ recom-
mendation that a meeting take place
bringing together diverse community
groups to discuss the implementation of
the new Kashruth legislation promulgated
by the Department of Consumer & Corpo-
rate Affairs under the Food and Drug Act.

A representative delegation will then meet -

the Honorable Herb Gray, Minister of Con-
sumer & Corporate Affairs.

IMMIGRATION SUBMISSION

CJC and Jewish Immigrant Aid Services
have forwarded a joint submission to the
Task Force on Immigration. The appoint-
ment of the Task Force took place recently
following the announcement by the Hono-
rable Robert Andras. Minister of Man-
power and Immigration, that the Canadian
Government is now embarking on a study
that will eventually lead to the revision of
the Immigration Act promulgated in 1952.
CJC and JIAS have presented joint sub-
missions regarding changes in immigra-
tion policy for approximately thirty years.

MULTICULTURALISM

Saul Hayes, Q.C., CJC Executive Vice
President, presented a progress report on
the Canadian Consultative Council on
Multiculturalism on which he is an execu-
tive member as Chairman of the Quebec
Section.

Discussed was a submission presented
to the Canadian Radio and Television
Commission (CRTC) by ethnic groups (Ita-
lian,Polish and Ukrainian} which raises the
guestion of programming in non-English
languages. CRTC is conducting hearings in
Ottawa at present. It was decided that CJC
should support the principle of requesting
CRTC to suggest time be made available
for ethnic language programs when CBC
presentation is before it.

PUBLICATIONS

The sum of $1,000.00 was approved as
grants for four publications which include
poems, novels and essays in Yiddish and
Hebrew.

UJRA

Following the meeting of the CJC Natio-
nal Executive Committee, a meeting of the
Board of Directors of the United Jewish
Relief Agencies of Canada was held.
Sydney M. Harris, Q.C., UJRA Vice Presi-
dent, presided.

Sigmund Unterberg, UJRA Executive
Director, outlined the president situation
with regard to obtaining Passover supplies
(matzoh, wine, meat oil, etc) for shipment
to the Jewish community in Cuba.

Mr. Unterberg presented the following
recommendations of the UJRA Officers:

(a) the appointment of Monroe Abbey,

Q.C., Samuel Sable and Isidor Wolfe as
UJRA representatives to the National
Budgeting Conference; (b) the allocation
of $2,000.00 for tutorial aid for needy im-
migrant children. The recommendations
were moved and approved
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The sketches, part of the Jewish Historical Society of Western Canada’s collection,
were drawn by Abel Pann whose efforts recreated the suffering of Eastern European

i

The Lame And The Halt

Babes In The Wood

&)

Hiding From Their Protectors

Soviet Jewry

The plight of Soviet Jewry continues. Canadian Jewry activity on behalf of So-
viet Jewry continues. Leonid Brezhnev is met in Gander, Newfoundland by demon-
strators; Congress reacts to a hunger strike in Moscow.(See Page 1). CJC s in con-
stant communication with the Department of External Affairs, as indicated by its
discussions dealing with the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe.

Letter Forwarded
to Sharpe

On the eve of the meeting of the Confe-
rence on Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope which reconvened on January 15 in
Geneva, Saul Hayes, Q.C., CJC Executive
Vice President, forwarded a letter to the
Honorable Mitchell Sharp, Secretary of
State for External Affairs. Noting that CJC
had followed with keen interest the conti-
nuation of the CSCE which commenced in
Geneva last September and reminding the
Secretary of State of his meeting with a
CJC delegation concerning the CSCE on
September 21, the letter continued:

“We are indeed gratified that Canada
has continued to press for the free flow of
men and ideas in those sub-committees
dealing with ‘cooperation in humanitarian
and other fields’, i.e., the ‘third basket'.
Whilst, of course, all Canadians welcomé
detente, we hold firm to the belief that it is
critical that there be written into any
agreement with the USSR and its allies,
cooperation in humanitarian and other
fields, a greater flow of information bet-
ween East and West, cooperation in ex-
changes in the field of culture and educa-
tion, the possibility of family joinder, and
relaxed emigration procedures from the
USSR and from the Sccialist bloc.

It has often been said that Canadian fo-
reign policy is a reflection of the needs of
concerns of Canadians at home. Given the
makeup of Canada, which is a multicultu-
ral society, we know that your strong ad-
vocacy of the third item on the agenda
at Helsinki, namely, Cooperation in Huma-
nitarian and Other Fields, will command
wide public support.

We are disheartened by the attitude of
the Soviet Government, which has been
particularly reluctant to discuss humanita-
rian concerns in the four sub-committees
dealing with those items. The Soviet Go-
vernment continues to see detente in
terms of relaxation of tension between
States rather than contacts between peo-
ples.

We know that Canada will continue to
press for these humanitarian concerns
when the CSCE reconvenes on January 15
in Geneva. We hope that Canada and its
friends will not agree to a final stage of the
Conference until the USSR and its allies
have modified their stand on the "third bas-
ket'. The Canadian Jewish community has
a particular interest in the humanitarian
proposals because of our strong feeling
that those Jews who wish to leave the
USSR be permitted to do so without let or
hindrance, and those who wish to apply

should not be subject to harassment.
Once again, we express our deep appre-

ciation to you for the positive stand which
Canada has taken at the CSCE. It is
heartening indeed to know that the Cana-
dian Government continues to maintain its
real concern for humanitarian matters.”

CIC Delegation

A Canadian Jewish Congress delega-
tion had met with the Secretary of State
for External affairs on September 21 in
Ottawa. Members of the delegation were
Sydney M. Harris Q.C., Toronto; Professor
Perry Meyer Q.C., Montreal; David Satok,
Toronto; Hyman Soloway, Q.C., Ottawa;
Professor Harold Waller, Montreal; Saul
Hayes, Q.C., CJC Executive Vice-Presi-
dent; and Alan Rose, CJC Associate Exe-
cutive Director. Present as observers from
Canadian Zionist Federation were Philip
Givens Q.C., M.P.P., Toronto; Rabbi Dr W.
Gunther Plant, Toronto; Dr. Leon Kronitz,
Montreal; and Myer Bick, Montreal.

A detailed presentation was made to
the Honorable Mitchell Sharp on the deci-
sions arising out of the preparatory ses-
sions of the Conference held in Helsinki.
The Canadian Government was con-
gratulated on its stand at Helsinki on the
ambassadorial level and for the speech of
the Secretary of State for External Affairs
to the Conference on July 4, 1973 when
he stressed the importance Canada at-
taches to the third item on the agenda (Co-
operation in humanitarian and other fields
— otherwise known as “the third basket”).

Mr. Rose drew the attention of the
Minister to the first three sections of the
text of the Western Resolution which was
adopted by the Conference as a whole.
These are:

(a) contacts and regular meetings on a
basis of family ties; reunification of fami-
lies: marriage between nationals of differ-
entstates;

(b) travel for personal or professional rea-
sons; improvement of conditions for tour-
ism, on an individual or collective basis;

(c) meetings among young people; ex-
pansion of contracts and competitions,
particularly in the field of sport.

Specifically, it was requested that a spe-
cial plea be made at the resumed talks in
Geneva for free emigration of Soviet Jew-

ry without let or hindrance, and to press
the U.5.S.R. to cease the harassment of
Jews who wish to leave. The Canadian
Government was urged to ensure that the
U.S.S.R. undertake obligations in the
humanitarian and cultural fields; withouv
such an undertaking on the part of the So-
cialist bloc, detente could very well lead to
a form of neo-appeasement. The concept
of the free flow of men and ideas must to
some extent be secured also by treaty obli-
gations by the German Democratic
Republic.

Anxiety was expressed that the Soviet
interpretation of humanitarian exchanges
“according to the norms and customs of
the states concerned” is designed to ex-
pressly prohibit the free flow of men and
ideas which the Canadian Government
has emphasized in its policy presentations
to the Conference. The Canadian Govern-
ment was also asked to encourage non-
governmental contacts as stipulated in the
official text of the Conference commu-
nique. Such contacts should, for instance,
permit Soviet Jewry to be represented at
international Jewish gatherings in the
same manner as other Soviet religious
groups are permitted to attend interna-
tional conferences outside the Socialist
bloc. '

Professor Perry Meyer, who had
recently visited Moscow, spoke at first-
hand of the plight of the Jewish militants
he had met; in particular, the tragic fate
which had be fallen Professor Benjamin
Levich and his family. Concern was ex-
pressed by Professor Meyer that detente
was leading to an intensification of the op-
pression in the US.S.R. “The US.S.R.,
anxious to establish detente between
States. is sliding into neo-Stalinism in
repressing dissidents, and more partic-
ularly those Jewish militants who have
voiced their determination to emigrate to
Israel.” A list of Jewish militants subjected
to harassment was supplied to the Depart-
ment. Professor Meyer asked Canada tu
express its indignation at the inhuman
treatment of the Jewish militants and to
free the Jewish prisoners of conscience
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United Restitution

Organization
TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY

by DR. JOHN STAHR, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, URO CANADA

*...established under the aegis of Canadian Jewish Congress, the URO has
opened its doors to thousands of Jewish refugees in Canada...” —with these words
Dr. John Stahr, Executive Director of the URO in Canada describes the organiza-
tion's efforts during two decades, on the occasion of its Twentieth Anniversary.The
URO’s successes speak for themselves— '*...10,000 individuals aided;
$80,000,000. paid to victims of Nazi persecution living in Canada, millions of dol-
iars paid annually to recipients of pensions...”

Twenty years ago the United Restitu-
tion Organization, established under the
aegis of the Canadian Jewish Congress,
opened its doors to thousands of Jewish
refugees in Canada. Offices of the URO
were established in Montreal, Toronto,
Winnipeg and Vancouver.

In the years that followed, the oper-
ations of the URO reached their peak in the
late fifties and early sixties when the
amount of work had grown to such an ex-
tent that the staff consisted of five lawyers,
four case workers and a number of secre-
taries. URO Montreal alone had 14 em-
ployees. The number of claimants repre-
sented by URO Canada in the 20 years of
its existence has been over 10,000, with
over 20,000 claims submitted for consid-
eration.

On this 20th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the United Restitution Organi-
Zation in Canada, it is only fitting that a
short history of the URO and a report on its
activities should be made public.

BEGINNINGS

The beginnings of the URO go back to
1948. The idea of restitution was con-

ceived even earlier during the war, when
reports of the confiscation of Jewish prop-
erty in Germany and later in occupied terri-
tories reached the western world. In may
1943, the Allied Governments in London
published a declaration against acts of
confiscation in all Nazi occupied terri-
tories.

Among the first who devoted a great
deal of time and effort to the study of the
history of restitution was a lawyer, Dr.
George Weiss. Dr. Weiss found prece-
dents applicable to the existing situation in
the provisions. of a treaty between the Al-
lied Powers and Turkey at the end of World
War |, concerning the confiscation and
restitution of property of the Armenians
expelled from Turkey.

But there had in fact been earlier exam-
ples of spoliation the confiscation of the
property of Huguenots in France in 1666

which was declared illegal by a special law
in 1790 and which provided for the resti-
tution of confiscated property. And earlier
in 1648, the Treaty of Westphalia which
ended the 30-Years War and contained
provisions for the restitution of ""all Estates
of the Holy Roman Empire who had suf-
fered prejudice and damage...”

At the end of World War |l, Dr. Nehe-
miah Robinson of the World Jewish Con-
gress compiled reports of the confiscation
of Jewish property in Germany and even
made a rough calculation of the material
losses suffered by the Jews in Germany.
He stated that restitution and indemnifica-
tion were the common law of civilized na-
tions, suggesting that the Allies should
have jurisdiction to carry out restitution.

Another lawyer who made a study of
restitution, setting out its principles and
planning the stages of the programme was
Dr. Siegfried Moses, a former leader of the
Jewish community in Germany.

The hope was that there would be uni-
fied legislation and one internetional body
which would be entrusted with the imple-
meatation of the restitution laws. Instead,

separate restitution laws were published
by each Occupation Administration in Ger-
many, the first in the American zone in
1947, then in the British and French
zones.

URO ESTABLISHED

In 1948, the URO was established in
London by the Council of Jews from Ger-
many to act as an international claims
agency. Years later when the principle not
only of restitution but also of indemnifica-
tion was accepted by the Government of
the German Federal Republic, finding its
expression in the first unified Indemnifica-
tion Law (Bundesentschaedigungsgesetz)
published in October 1953, URO offices
sprang dp all over the world wherever the
survivors of the holocaust had settled.

The URO Central Office was located in
Frankfurt a. Main, Germany, and regional

offices were established in Berlin, Frank-
furt, Hanover, Koeln and Munich. Point
16. of Art I1] of the third amendment to the
BEG states that the United Restitution Or-
ganization is authorized (without restric-
tions applicable to other organizations) to
represent claimants in all matters gov-
erned by the Indemnification Law.

URO offices were established in Ger-
many, Canada, the U.S.A., lIsrael,
France, Great Britain, Australia, Bel-
gium, Sweden and several South Amer-
ican Countries. Where the number of
Jewish refugees did not warrant the es-
tablishment of URO offices, special de-
partments were attached to existing
Jewish organizations.

It should be pointed out that the initial
principle of restitution (i.e. the return of
confiscated property to its rightful owner,
or compensation for it where restitution is
nization receiving payment only on the
successful completion of a claim and tak-
ing a small percentage of the amounts

ing a small percentage of the amounts
paid by the German Government in order
to cover the cost of operation. The first
years in Canada were financed by the
Claims Conference because the URO had
no income until about 1956. The funds ad-
vanced by the Claims Conference were ad-
ministered by the Canadian Jewish Con-
gress which also gave support by provi-
ding the URO with office space and cleri-
cal staff.

Although it was expected that all claims
would be settled by 1963 (and thousands
of claims submitted by URO Canada were
settled .t the time), the work of the URO
continues. The reason for continuing URO
offices is twofold: first, new legislation
promulgated in the years between 1965
and 1970; second, claims which were not
settled on an administrative level and have
to be fought in court.

UROIN CANADA
The URO in Canada can look back on

not possible because property was de-
stroyed or lost) proved insufficient when
the atrocities committed against the Jews
of Europe by the Nazi Government beca-
me known after the war. This was recogni-
zed by the Government of the German Fe-
deral Republic and the BEG (Indemnifica-
tion Law) contains legislation dealing with
the so-called personal damages suffered
by the victims of Nazi persecution, i.e. loss
of life. health and liberty, Most of the
claims transacted by the URO in Canada
are concerned with these personal
damages.

URO offices were established when it
was recognized that a vast majority of

prospective claimants, newcomers to a .

strange land, would not have the means to
submit their claims through private law-
yvers and would therefore be easy prey to
individuals who might use their mandate
and the helplessness of the claimants to
exact heavy payment for their services.
Also, there were very few lawyers who
were conversant with the very com-
plicated Indemnification Law.

The URO was, and is, a non-profit orga-
nization receiving payment only on the
successful completion of a claim and tak-

CJC representatives at International Meeting on Jewish claims against Germany.

twenty years of service to the survivors of
the holocaust, many successes which
helped make the lives of thousands of up-
rooted (and now elderly) people easier and
financially more secure.

But its work, particularly in the last few
years, was not easy and often coupled
with frustration and heartache. The new
post-war generation in Germany no longer
feels guilty for crimes committed by their
fathers. German authorities have become
inured to the idea of moral responsibility
for the crimes committed by the Nazis and
are handling claimsin a way which reflects
this change of attitude towards idemnifi-
cation. Despite new legislation or amend-
ments to existing laws, claims submitted
in accordance with these are being shel-
ved or the demands for documentation are
so exaggerated that it seems impossible to
achieve positive results. Still, the work
goes on and the role of the URO continues.
And it is with some satisfaction that we
can look back on twenty-year os URO acti-
vity, considering that during this time
some $80,000.000 has been paid to vic-
tims of Nazi persecution now living in Ca-
nada, and millions of dollars are being paid
annually to recipients of pensions.

GDR Discussed in Ottawa

During a recent meeting with
the Honorable Mitchell Sharp,
Secretary of State for External
Affairs, CJC discussed the Ger-
man Democratic Republic’s res-
,ponsibility to the Jewish people.
people.

It was noted that in 1952 un-
der the Hague-Luxembourg
Agreements, the Federal Repu-
blic of Germany had paid D.M. —
34 billion for the relief and reha-
bilitation of Jewish victims of
Nazi oppression and in repara-
tions to the State of Israel (about
$80,000,000. was distributed
through the U.R.O., Canada ope-
rated by the CJC for Canadianre-
sidents — as well as life pensions
and compensation for sickness
incurred as a result of incarcera-
tion). West Germany, which oc-

cupied two-thirds of the former
Reich, had restricted its liability
for certain types of claims to two-
thirds of the amounts demanded.

In view of the personal and
property losses suffered by Jew-
ish communities in that part of
the Reich which now forms part
of the German Democratic Re-
public, Canada was urged to call
on the GDR to undertake its obli-
gations to the Jewish people.
This is in the first instance a
moral commitment of the Ger-
man people for its crimes against
humanity in the Hitler era.

A detailed memorandum on’

the moral and legal claim of the
Jewish people against the GDR
has been submitted to the De-
partment.
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United Jewish
Relief Agencies

SIGMUND UNTERBERG
UJRA DIRECTOR

Sigmund Unterberg, UJRA Executive Director,
outlines UJRA's activities—support in Israel of the
aged, needy newcomers, the handicapped and
needy students in Yeshivoth; assistance to needy
individuals behind the Iron Curtain; assistance for
newcomers in Canada; and Passover relief supplies
for needy Jews at home and abroad.

OBJECTIVES ACTIVITIES

In may 1967, the UJRA of Canada, pre-
viously a committee of Congress since
1939, was incorporated and received an
independent charter.

The UJRA charter outlined the follow-
ing objectives: To create, provide, enlarge
and administer funds to be made up of vo-
luntary contributions from the Jewish
communities and others to be used for
charitable purposes.

Its activities include the following.
A) Support in Israel for: (a) the aged
who are in the homes for the aged and
who are in no position to become self-
supporting; (b) needy newcomers to
enable them to obtain technical and voca-
tional training; (c) higher education by way
of scholarships to needy new comers; (d)
the handicapped, the paraplegics, the

blind and those otherwise disabled who
are in need and require charitable assis-
tance and hospital services.

B) Assistance to newcomers to Canada,
who are without resources of their own
and in the initial stages of their integration
require the support of the community’s
charitable organizations; such work being
carried out by Canadian charitable organi-
zations, mainly through the Jewish Immi-
grant Aid Services and the various Child
and Family Welfare Bureaus in the major
cities in Canada.

C) Provision of interest free loans to Cana-
dian immigrants without resources of
their own who in order to establish them-
selves need credit facilities.

~ In November 1967, the UJRA was re-
cognized by the Department of National
Revenue, Taxation Division, Section of
Charitable Organizations as a charitable

corporation in accordance with the provi-
sions of Section 62 (1) (f) of the Income
Tax Act under the registration #-136036-
03-08.

ISRAEL

In order to manage, control and super-
vise the activities of its Israel Programme,
the UJRA of Canada established a com-
mittee in Israel of Canadian resident citi-
zens which examines all projects and re-
quests submitted by the JDC, ORT, OSE,
Alliance Israelite, HIAS, etc. and makes its
recommendations to the UJRA Board of
Directors in Canada for its approval.

Officers of the UJRA visit Israel from
time to time for a close examination of the
work there.

The operations are conducted by the
Director General of the UJRA operations
in Israel who performs the same function
for UIA activities in Israel.

Disbursements of funds are made only
upon approval of the Board in Montreal; fi-
nancial recording is maintained in Canada
including the original documents concern-
ing the receipt of monies in Israei and the
relevant reports.

CANADA

The UJRA extends help to needy new-
comers through co-operating agencies
such as JIAS and the Child and Family
Welfare Bureaus across Canada. Monthly
statements indicating, in detail, the
amounts disbursed for assistance to needy
newcomers are submitted to UJRA Head-
quarters in Montreal where the state-
ments of account are examined and pro-
cessed. Consultations are held periodically
with the aforementioned agencies with re-
gard to the nature of their expenditures,
the share of professional and clerical sala-
ries charged to UJRA for new immigrants,
the components of the individual relief
budgets, etc. Approval of the UJRA is
sought for new projects on behalf of needy
immigrants, and negotiations regarding
those are conducted by the parties con-
cerned.

UJRA officials meet perjodically with
representatives of the Hebrew Free Loan
Association in Montreal and in Toronto as

well as the Jewish Loan Cassa. Toronto, to
discuss their modus operandi and in parti-
cular the groups of cases in which loans
are recommended.

UJRA officials are in contact with the
Family Welfare bureaus outside Montreal
and Toronto, as in Winnipeg, Edmonton,
Calgary and Vancouver, regarding the
funds which these agencies require to help
needy immigrants in their respective dis-
tricts.

UJRA conducts a program of assistance
for children of needy Jewish immigrant
families in order to facilitate their educa-
ton.

UJRA supervises the administration of
the United Restitution Organization (URO)
which receives funds for URO purposes in
Canada from URO Headquarters in Ger-
many. UJRA prepares the annual budget
for URO Canada’s operations and handles
all the financial matters involved, including
reports to URO Headquarters in Frankfurt.

UJRA arranges yearly for the Mo'ess
Chittin Appeals in Montreal, Toronto and
Winnipeg, the proceeds of which are used
for Passover Relief to needy Jews both at
home and abroad.

CUBA

UJRA has been sending relief Passover
supplies to Cuba since 1961 in response
to urgent appeals from the Cuban Jewish
community. In Cuba practical consid-
erations make it difficult to manufacture
the supplies necessary for the traditional
observance of Passover. Supplies include
matzoth, matzoth meal, bottles of Passo-
ver wine, horseradish, tins of corned beef
loaf and Passover oil, The matzoth and
wine are shipped from Israel.

The Central Fund for Traditional Institu
tians in Toronto extends help to needy stu-
dents in the Yeshivoth in Israel through the
facilities of UJRA there.

JDC

UJRA is in continuous contact with the
JDC with regard to assistance to needy in-
dividuals behind the Iron Curtain in res-
ponse to requests by and on behalf of rela-
tives and friends in Canada.

Jewish
Education

UJRA continues a program of assis-
tance for children of needy Jewish im-
igrant families in order to facilitate
their education.

During a recent meeting of the
Board of Directors of the United
Jewish Relief Agencies of Ca-
nada, it was decided to continue
a program of assistance for chil-
dren of needy Jewish immigrant
families in order to facilitate their
education. The amount allocated
was the same as the previous
year, i.e., $100,000 (Eastern Re-
gion-$58,000; Central-$35,000;
Western Canada $7,000). It was
decided that the previous year’s

procedures would be adopted
once again, i.e., the appointment
of a special committee com-
prised of the Executive Directors
of UJRA, CJC Eastern Region,
Allied Jewish Community Ser-
vices, and Jewish Immigrant Aid
Society to deal with the matter of
disbursing funds to students.

The Committee finalized the
questionnaire which JIAS, the
organization most closely associ-
ated with needy Jewish immi-

grant families, forwarded to
schools so that individual stu-
dents might apply for scholar-
ships.

Following JIAS’s submission
of its findings, the Committee
evaluated and forwarded its rec-
ommendations to the UJRA
Board which then made grants to
several schools in Montreal who

accepted the funds on behalf of
qualifying immigrant children.
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Looking at the issue in its historical per-
spective Canada has had no consistent
policy in regard to population. Canadian
practice has been a somewhat uncoordi-
nated synthesis of divergent points of
view. There are a number of issues in-
volved in considering the population phe-
nomenon; factual data and vital statistics;
composition and characteristics; special
and cultural distributions; quality; move-

ment; social impact, etc. - ;
Immigration is only one, albeit an im-

portant factor, in Canada’s population de-
velopment. From the very dawn of Cana-

dian history immigration has been a dis-
tinct feature of Canadian life, and the

emergence of Canada as a nation was the

product of migration. Of late, under the im-
pact of what is sometimes designated as

the "post industrial age” and the world-
wide issue of population explosion, opin-
ions have been expressed in favour of
“Zero Popuiation Growth” for Canada.

Itis our belief that Canada will require a
sustained immigration program for its
population growth, economic devel-
opment and international obligations.

URBANIZATION

Experience has also shown that for
many a newcomer, failure to adjust to a
small community is not so much due to
economic reasons, but rather because of
difficulty in establishing social relation-
ships. Itis not easy to penetrate the native

in-group. A sense of isolation ensues, with
the consequent move to a larger commu-
nity where the general atmosphere is more
receptive and the presence of kinship
groups makes life much more acceptable.
We must also bear in mind that the mod-
ernimmigrant very often moves to Canada
from an urban milieu and is subject to the
.same problems as any Canadian, when he
has to move to a rural area.

GLOBALCONCEPT

We recommend, as a result of the ex-
perience gained to date, that competent
studies be commissioned to evaluate the
impact of the changing sources of immi-
gration, especially as it relates to inter-
group relations and in terms of social psy-
chology. Such studies can prove of great
value in current integration efforts and
future immigration planning.

ENGLISH-FRENCH BALANCE

Itis sometimes said that France is nota
country of emigration. Thisis true only to a

Immigration

GIC/JIAS Joint Submission

Canadian Jewish Congress and Jewish Immigrant Aid Society have presented
joint submissions regarding changes in immigration policy for approximately thirty
years. Once again CJC and JIAS have presented a joint submission, this time to the
Federal Government's recently established Task Force on Immigration. The ap-
pointment of the Task Force followed an announcement by the Honorable Robert
Andras, Minister of Manpower and Immigration, that the Canadian Governement
is now embarking on a study that will eventually lead to the revision of the Immigra-
tion Act promulgated in 1952. The following is a summary of the CJC/JIAS sub-

mission.

. certain degree. A number of French emi-

grate though not necessarily to Canada or

specifically to Quebec. In addition, there
are a number of French-speaking coun-

tries in Europe as well as among the newly
independent nations in Africa and the Is-
lands. Moreover, there are also a number
of countries of Latin cultural background
with an affinity to French. These are coun-
tries of potential emigration.

We suggest that the entire issue be ex-
plored with the Quebec Minister of Immi-
gration. It requires careful evaluation and,
above all, the full coopération of Quebec in
carrying out an active process of public in-
terpretation; a sustained program of re-
ception and resettlement arrangements;
and a general milieu of welcoming the
newcomer as part of the Quebec and
Canadian society.

GUEST WORKER

We do not believe that the institution of
inviting guest-workers, as it is practiced in
Europe, is desirable or even transferable to
the Canadian milieu. There are, of course,
certain exceptions where such a project
may fill a very specific need. But it would
certainly be an error to invite guest-
workers, as a general practice.

A more effective and useful method in
meeting the need would be to adjust the
regulation so as to enable specific cate-
gories of immigrants to be admitted to
Canada to fill existing labour shortages.

IMMIGRANT SELECTION

The “point system” of evaluating the
admissibility of an applicant for immigra-
tion is aimed at reaching as much objecti-
vity as possible by the examining officer.

The experience gained during the past
few years on the basis of the operational
efficacy of 1967 admission provisions ap-
pear to point to certain areas which may
require re-evaluation.

There is, for example, as much danger in
being too consciously selective as there is
in being unselective.

We recommend that the point system
as contained in Schedule “A” be reviewed
and a different scale value be introduced in
evaluating the admission requirements.
We would suggest reconsideration of the
age ceiling to a higher level; a lesser em-
phasis on formal schooling; greater weight
to the presence of relatives in Canada and
to occupational and social history, etc. In

other words, consideration should be.

given not only to the segmented attributes
of the applicant, but also to his “life
profile”.

ADMISSION OF REFUGEES

Canada has a proud post-World War 1|
record of refugee admissions; a policy
which has not only enhanced the stature of
Canada. but has also benefitted the
country in its economic and social growth
and sense of well-being.

We propose that the usual norms for the
assessment of immigrants be applied as a
general guide in such cases without re-
quiring the de jure or de facto refugee to
obtain a specific number of assessment
units.

Canada should maintain and expand its
tradition of granting immigration opportu-

nities to refugees both by applying the cri-
teria for refugee status set out in the Proto-
col and by formulating its own reasonably
flexible criteria for refugee admission.
While economic, political and social con-
siderations are no doubt important, the
dominant ingredient in a policy of refugee
admissions ought to be the humanitarian

New Canadians

approach. Canada has demonstrated this
approach in the past, and our country is
better for it.

VISITORS
CHANGE OF STATUS

It is recognized that this is a com-
plicated matter where a number or
safeguards must be introduced to prevent
deliberate and often unscrupulous promo-
tion of circumventing the admission regu-
lations. Hence, it is suggested that a spe-
cial ad hoc committee, composed of gov-
ernment representatives and immigration
experts be named to consider the matter
and submit their recommendations to the
Task Force to be incorporated into the
Green Paper.

GROWTH

To establish objectives and plan Ca-

nada’s future is a dynamic process of an
ongoing nature. The vast changes in tech-
nological, political, and social circum-
stances which take place almost daily re-
quire a constantly evaluative process to
meet the changing circumstances. Of ne-
cessity, the long term goals must consist
of reasonable short term ones. Moreover,
the issues involved reach much beyond
the sphere of the Department of Man-
Power and Immigration. The Canadian Im-

migration policy is just one of the growth

components.

Growth is essential to Canada because
without growth, stagnation is bound to set
in. We believe that an active immigration
policy is an essential part of Canadian
growth.

We would recommend that special con-
sideration be accorded to the admission of
specific groups such as refugees or victims
of political or social upheavals whose si-
tuation necessitates special action.

INTERNATIONAL
RESPONSIBILITIES

Emigration is not the answer to the im-
mense problem of developing countries
neither in alleviating over-population nor
in achieving a more just society.

The contention that Canada’s selective

policy drains off the trained and the profes-
sionals, and thus harms the under-
developed country, has never been sub-
stantiated to any degree of reliability.

ADJUSTMENT.
INITIALSTAGE

The extent of the Department’s emer-
gency aid has been stated to be as fol
lows: The Department of Manpower and
Immigration has assumed responsibility
for emergency welfare, medical and dental
expenses, when reguired for all indigent
dependent immigrants from the time of
their arrival until they have been placed in
permanent employment. Once placed, any
necessary welfare assistance is provided
by local authorities and the cost is as-
sumed by the federal and provincial gov-
ernments under the Canada Assistance
Plan.

The issue therefore relates to the ques-
tion as to what minimal services does a
newcomer require, following arrival, over
and above the help now available at the
Manpower Centres. We shall deal with
this aspect in relation to a) Coordinated
Bureau of Information Centres: and b)
Relationship with professional social wel-
fare agencies. :

It is suggested that primary consid-
eration be given to the inauguration of a
National Network of Central Community
Information Services for Migrants and Im-
migrants. Area based, with neighbourhood
branches, if indicated, the Information
Centres should be autonomous in their op-
eration, professionally staffed and di-
rected, under the supervision of a Board of
Directors, representing the community
and the three levels of government author-
ity.

In our opinion a Central Information
Service for Migrants and Immigrants is
crucial. It will be of great help to existing
services in the private and public sectors
and will permit them to concentrate their
efforts on migrant and immigrant adjust-
ment, beyond the “first aid” stage.

THE IMMIGRANT AND
CANADIAN SOCIETY

Much work has been done through the
various government programs includ-
ing recent efforts in the area of multicultu-
ralism. Yet there are vast gaps, the fore-

Immigrants arrive

most of which is lack of coordination be-
tween the Federal Departments, Provin-
cial governments and the voluntary sector.
There is no lack of knowledge concerning
the problems faced by immigrants. What s

missing is an assertive, coordinated posi-
tive approach to meet these problems ex-

peditiously and efficiently.
CONCLUSION

There are a number of other aspects of
more specific legislative and judicial na-
ture pertaining to the revision of the Immi-
gration Act, which we have not discussed.
However, as indicated in our preamble, at
this time, in order to assist in the prepara-
tion of the Green Paper, we have confined
ourselves to the issues posed by the Min-
ister in his statement of September 17,
1973. We are looking forward to an oppor-
tunity to offer our views on the other is-
sues at a later time perhaps following the
publication of the Green Paper or, when
specifically requested either by the Task
Force or the Minister.
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Religious Affairs

Kashruth Regulation A
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The Department of Consumer and Cor-
porate Affairs in Ottawa has announced
that a new regulation has:been added to
the Food and Drugs Act making it an of-
fence to use the word Kosher in connec-
tion with any food; or to use words and
symbols that imply a food is Kosher unless
that food meets the requirements of Kash-

ruth.
The following is the full text of the new

regulation which was issued under the
Food and Drugs Act concerning “Kosher
Foods" as passed by P.C. 1973-3326 on
October 23, 1973.

“B. 01.049. No person shall use, in la-
belling, packaging, advertising or selling a
food that does not meet the requirements
of Kashruth applicable to it, the word
Kosher or any letters of the Hebrew alpha-
bet, or any other word, expression, depic-
tion, sign, symbol, mark, device or other
representation thatindicates or that is like-
ly to create an impression that the food is
kosher"”.

CJC. on a number of occasions, had
urged the issuance of such regulations, as
there had beep evidence that some food

products were represented falsely as being
Kosher. The Department recognized the
need to give the Jewish public assurance
in the purchase of Kosher foods.

CJC Expresses Appreciation

Sol Kanee, CJC President, has for-
warded a letter to the Hon. Herb Gray,
Minister of Consumer & Corporate Affairs,
expressing CJC's appreciation for the De-
partment of Consumer & Corporate Af-
fairs” decision to protect the appellation
kosher under the Food and Drug Act. The
letter continued:

“As you are no doubt aware, Canadian
Jewish Congress has been in touch with
your Department for some time, request-
ing that the appellation kosher foods be
protected by law, in that there are nu-
merous cases of unscrupulous purveyors
who describe their wares as kosher, where
as in fact they are not. Such mis-
representation is serious, because mem-
bers of the Jewish community are un-
wittingly actually paying higher prices for
food which is not kosher.”

Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut, Chairman, CJC
National Religious Affairs Committee, will
be in touch with Department officials in or-
der to discuss implementation of the new
regulation.

CJC'S ROLE

A meeting of the CJC Central Region
Rabbinical Vaad Hakashruth, Orthodox Di-
vision, took place in Toronto, December
27. Saul Sigler, Acting Chairman, pre-
sided.

Nachman Shemen, Executive Director,
reported on the new kosher legislation and
subsequent community reaction. Mr. She-
men noted that a number of people had
been instrumental in bringing about this
legislation. In particular, a meeting with
Government officials to explore the possi-
bility of enacting such legislation had en
place. Participants included Hy Bessin of
Ottawa, Rabbi G. Felder, Chairman of the
Rabbinical Vaad Hakashruth, Orthodox Di-
vision; Rabbi I.L. Hechtman of the Vaad
Ha'ir of Montreal; and a representative of
the Winnipeg Vaad Ha'ir.

Mr. Shemen stressed the role of Con-
gress noting that Saul Hayes, Q.C., CJC
Executive Vice-President and Alan Rose,
CJC Associate Executive Director, had
met on several occasions with Govern-
ment officials regarding kashruth in Ca-
nada. In addition, Rabbi Dr. W. Gunther
Plaut, Chairman, CJC National Religious
Affairs Committee, was active in preparing
a definition of the word kosher for the Gov-
ernment.

Legal Committee

A special session of the Central Region
Legal Committee took place in Toronto,
February 1. The new regulation of the Con-
sumer and Corporate Affairs Department
dealing with consumer protection in res-
pect to kosher food was discussed. The
Committee was concerned with the legal
aspect of interpreting and implementing
the law.

The Government had requested CJC to
take the lead in organizing and coordinat-
ing a widely-based Jewish community de-
legation for a presentation concerning this
matter.

Kashruth-CJC Central Region

The Canadian Jewish Congress considers the Kashruth Program as a vital
achievement in the best tradition of Jewish communities throughout the world.

The Canadian Jewish Congress has assumed the duty of ensuring the provi-
sion for the local Jewish community of kosher food and allied products, and helping
to provide the necessary and appropriate rabbinical supervision over slaughter
houses, meat markets and businesses where kosher products are sold so that that
part of the public which demands kosher meat and kosher food should not be de-
ceived and frustrated, and should be able to obtain these products with the greatest

assurance of kashruth.
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pacific

congress

ISIDOR WOLFE
CHAIRMAN,
CJCPACIFIC REGION

central

—DAVID SATOK
CHAIRMAN,
CJC CENTRAL REGION

MULTICULTURALISM

Contacts in the interests of mul-
ticultural concerns are actively
maintained with a number of orga-
nizations and governmental
agencies.

A public Conference on “The
Learning of Languages in Our Mul-
ticultural Society” was convened
on February 15 at the Hyatt Re-
gency Hotel in Vancouver. The
Conference was sponsored by the
Centre for Continuing Education of
the University of British Columbia.
Participants included Dr. Joseph
Katz, Conference Chairman; and
the Reverend Dr. Richard Jones,
National President of the Council
of Christians and Jews, the fea-
tured speaker.

The Vancouver Committee for a
Multicultural Centre is in the midst

During recent meetings of the
CJC Central Region Officers” Com-
mittee and Executive Committee, a
number of issues were discussed.
A summary of these issues follows.

EDUCATION AND CULTURE

Activity has included prepara-
tion of evaluation for the Ottawa
Talmud Torah and the Ottawa Mo-
dern Jewish School following their
requests for same; numerous acti-
vities held during Jewish Book
Month; the T'Nach Study Group
program of five excellent lectures
since September, 1973; and Au-
dio Visual Aids Committee mee-
tings on nine different occasions in
order to evaluate the purposes of
the Committee, the use and availa-
bility of audio visual aids, the feasi-
bility of creating an Audio Visual.
Aids Centre, and the necessity of a
budget primarily for securing a
gualified professional to coordi-
nate the project-the latter point re-
sulting in a discussion which led to

-the suggestion that such a venture

be co-sponsored by CJC and an or-
ganization such as the Jewish Pub-
lic Library.

BUDGETING CONFERENCE

Arrangements for a National
Budgeting Conference are taking
place. Participants will include
such organizations as CJC, United
Jewish welfare Fund of Toronto,
Allied Jewish Community Services
in Montreal and several commu-

of preparing plans for the estab-
lishment of a centre in the False
Creek area. A broad concept of the
prospective function of such a
Centre has been outlined and ac-
tivities proceeding towards the de-
velopment of this multi-million
dollar complex are taking place.
Members of the Executive Com-
mittee of the multicultural group
include Dr. Joseph Katz, CJC Pa-
cific Region Vice Chairman and
Morris Saltzman, CJC Pacific Re-
gion Executive Director. ;

SOVIET JEWRY

Funds to reorganize the Soviet
Jewry Committee have just be-
come available and the commttee
will be increasing its activity.

Sydney M. Harris, Q.C., Chair-
man of the National Committee on
Soviet Jewry, was in Vancouver to
confer with CJC Officers and the
Pacific Region's Soviet Jewry
Committee on programs for Soviet

“Jewry. He was accompanied by a

prominent expert from New York.

nity councils throughout Canada.
A meeting of lay people is sched-
uled for January or February.

YOUTH

A final report concerning coun-
ter-missionary activity has been
presented, noting that missionary
group activity in the Toronto area
had not achieved much respense
or success. In relation to general
youth problems, it was reported a
meeting of professionals was
being arranged, to be followed by a
joint meeting of CJC and United
Welfare Fund officers in order to
analyse community youth efforts.

CHAPLAINCY

Administrative arrangements
have been completed in order to
implement recommendations of
the Chaplaincy report as approved
by CJC Central Region Executive
Committee.

MYER SHARZER
MEMORIALAWARD

A substantial amount of money
has been received since the Myer
Sharzer Memorial Award. The first
annual award to a deserving stu-
dent at the School of Journalism at
the Ryerson Polytechnical Institute
of Toronto was received by Christie
Blatchford.

KASHRUTH.

Discussed were the new Federal
regulations on Kashruth protection
and the need for establishing crite-
ria. Once established, the criteria
will be submitted to the Honorable
Herb Gray, Minister of Consumer

Several meetings were held to pro-
mote activities on behalf of Soviet
Jewry. 3

IMMIGRATION |

Congress’s traditional role in as-
sisting its sister organization, the
Jewish Immigrant Aid Services,
has been expanded in conjunction
with the Jewish Family Service
Agency. Current case loads are
mostly from South America and
Russia, CJC Also aids the Jewish
Immigrant Aid Services in at-
tempting to locate missing per-
sons. ¥

The Canadian Jewish Congress,
jointly with several other organiza-
tions, sponsored a gathering of
new residents in Vancouver which
was attended by over three hun-
dred persons. It is anticipated
smaller gatherings will be held at
quarterly intervals.

WARSAW GHETTO
MEMORIAL

The Warsaw Ghetto Committee

& Corporate Affairs, and officials of
this Department. The submission
is to be presented by a single depu-
tation comprised of delegates from
Montreal, Toronto, Ottawa, Winni-
peg and Vancouver. In addition the
deputation will include representa-
tives from both the Orthodox Divi-
sion of the CJC Central Region
Rabbinical Vaad Hakashruth and
Vaad Ha'ir of Montreal; Rabbi W.
Gunther Plaut, Chairman, CJC Na-
tional Religious Affairs Committee,
Saul Hayes, Q.C., CJC Executive
Vice President and Alan Rose, CJC
Associate Executive Director. It
was felt action regarding com-
plaints or prosecutions should not
be taken until regulations are clari-
fied.

During a meeting held in the
CJC Central Region Office on Jan-
uary 8, attended by leaders of the
women's branches of the Conser-
vative and Orthodox macvements
together with a representative
from one Reform temple, a recom-
mendation was made that a Con-
sumer’s Panel be established to in-
vestigate and report on kosher
food prices with particular empha-
sis on meat, poultry and baked
goods. The recommendation,
having been approved by the Offi-
cers, it was decided a chairman
would be appointed shortly. A
meeting of the Consumer’s Panel
would then take place.

ARCHIVALMATTER

It was moved that CJC Central
Region Executive Committee view
with favour the retention of the
Kiever Synagogue on Denison
Square, one of the last remaining

is actively planning the Memorial
Evening for April 21.

As a forerunner to the Vancou-
ver Warsaw Ghetto Memorial Eve-
ning on April 21, two films on the
Holocaust were screened at the
Jewish Community Centre and at
the University of B.C. Hillel House.
The films were from the National
Audio-Visuals Committee and
were entitled From the Ashes, an
interview with Eli Wiesel and /t
Has to be Told, a discussion with
three other holocaust survivors
who came to Canada under the
Congress War Orphans Committee
and who now reside in Winnipeg. It
was noted that the audiences were
predominately young people. The
films were both well received.

JUDAIC STUDIES

A search is still underway for an
Academic to correlate the estab-
lishment of the Judaic Studies Pro-
gram at the University of British
Columbia.

examples of synagogue archi-
tecture dating back to the immi-
grant period of Toronto’s Jewish
history, and that a sub-committee
be appointed to discuss the matter
with the Synagogue’s executive.

YIDDISH

comprehensive report was
pmsented describing the activities
and programs of the Yiddish Com-
mittee as well as the growing inte-
rest in Yiddish as indicated by the
increasing number of courses
teaching the language.

CANADA-ISRAEL COM-
MITTEE

Meetings of the National Ca-
nada-Israel Committee have been
held on a regular basis. In addition,
¢¢IEMS discussed included
energy crisis and resulting public
opinion; media activity during and
following the war; CIC commu-
gnication with the Jewish commu
%is; Canada’s position vis-a-vis |s-
rael following the war; and the re-
action of labour and academicians
to the Middle East situation.

SOVIET JEWRY

An updated report concerning
Soviet Jewry indicated new trials
were being held with defendants
being charged with criminal rather
than political offences in an at-