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LocalNews

Lower Westmount residents
each seek $5,000 in lawsuit against
"noisy” MUHC hospital

Seeking award of $5000 per person for residents’lost use

and enjoymernt of property

® anthony.abbondanza@tc.tc

Residents of lower Westmount are see-
king authorization to launch a
class-action lawsuit against the
McGill University Health Centre
(MUHC), MecGill Healthcare
Infrastructure Group, SNC-Lavalin,
and Innisfree Inc. for what they claim
to be incessant and excessive noise
emanating from the Glen site-based
superhospital, according to the firm
representing the residents, Sylvestre,
Fafard, Painchaud (SFP).

Under the banner of the Neighbours of the
Glen Campus non-profit group, residents of
Westmount and Cote-des-NeigessNDG are not
only seeking a court order to stop what many have
described as non-stop, daily noise, but also to be
awarded darnages of $5,000 per person for loss use
and enjoyment of their property and the violation
of their right to a healthy environment.

Sylvestre, Fafard, Painchaud, the Montreal
law firm which specializes in class actions, filed
the motion in Quebec Superior Court on behalf
of about 3,000 impacted residents, SFP lawyer
Catherine Sylvestre told the Examiner Monday
Mmorming.

Although difficult to estimate the length
of time it can take to receive a response,
Sylvestre said based on experience it should
happen within a year.

Noiselevel

The first public reports of the noise emana-
ting from the recently-opened Notre-Dame-de-
Grace-based hospital’s heating, ventilation and
air conditioning system began in April 2014.

Tests conducted by WSP, a sound enginee-
ring firm hired by Westmount, on November 28
and 29 at 66 and 76 York St. demonstrated that
the noise was indeed as much as nine decibel
levels above the city’ permitted levels (levels vary
according to location and time of day).

Residents asked SNC-Lavalin, who led the
Groupe Immobilier Sante McGill consortium
tasked with building the hospital, to resolve the
issue, but without success.

“We have exhausted all efforts and all provin-
cial and municipal channels to resolve the pro-
blem,” said Marc Felgar, among the plaintiffs, of
York Street in a released statement. «Regrettably,
we have no choice but to turn to the courts as a
last resort.”

“Despite Lavalin’s longstanding knowledge of
the noise problem, and public statements that
they would work on a solution, there has been no
noticeable improvement to the noise, including
in the overnight hours,” added resident Barrie

Howells.

The waiting game

The city of Westmount, too, has met with
MUHC and SNC-Lavalin officials several times
over the course of the year to resolve the matter.
When at an impasse, Mayor Peter Trent asked
the Environment Minister to intervene without
success. According to Christina Smith, a city
councillor representing the affected district 5 in

Westmount, council is still waiting to receive a
noise mitigating report from SNC-Lavalin — one
that was promised for March 1

The amount sought by the residents may
change, depending on whether the noise
improves or worsens over the course of the year,
said Sylvestre.

MUHC reacts to lawsuit

In a statement, the MUHC said: “While the
MUHC would naturally prefer that operational
noise not be an issue, we recognize that it is a
source of concemn for our community. The
MUHC is committed to working with our private
partner, the Groupe Immobilier Santé McGill
(GISM), to ensure that it acts urgently to respect
its obligations and put in place a long-term solu-
tion that complies with regulatory
requirements.”

Work to the main ventilation ducts and parts
of the air extraction system at the Research

Institute — located at the Glen site — were
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Examiner Photo

conducted in January in effort to reduce the load
on the ventilation system.

The second phase of the work is ongoing, but
acoustic and mechanical readings have yet to be
wmpktul to assess the improvements.

“There is Il()HIIIlU more lmportallt to the
MUHC than the health and wellbeing of its
patients and their families, as well as the commu-
nity as a whole,”

A SNC-Lavalin spokesperson told the
Examiner the company is unwilling to comment
until they review the pending lawsuit.

read the statement.

All persons who are residing or have resided, and

fl” 'f)(’r‘\!‘}ﬂs W h(} dare 'll()?k”l‘fj or \f[.f(h”ié or “h()
have worked or studied since February Ist, 2014
within the area bordered on the north by
Cote-St-Antoine Street, on the west by Marlowe
Street, on the south by De Maisonneuve
boulevard and Ste. Catherine Street and on the
east by Lansdowne Street are automatically part
of the class action suit.

“Tm very sympathetic to their cause,” says Mayor Trent

Westmount to continue amicable approach towards MUHC noise resolution
za@tc.ic

r&?‘ d“tnoz .".'U.HLU i1

Peter Trent wasn't surprised to learn that
Neighbours of the Glen Campus, a group of
Westmount residents, have launched a lawsuit
early this week against the McGill University
Health Centre (MUHC), SNC-Lavalin, and
Innisfree Inc. to putan end to what they descri-
bed as incessant noise emanating from the new
superhospital in Notre-Dame-de-Grace.

“It was something they've talked about for
some time now,” said the Westmount mayor. “I
understand they’re frustrated. They come to the
city and we have nothing concrete to report to
them and then they get no answer from
SNC-Lavalin.”

Residents have been plagued by the noise
ever since the superhospital’s heatmg, ventila-
tion, and air conditioning system at the
Research Institute was activated in late 2013.

SNC-Lavalin has publicly stated the perfor-
mance capacity of the HVAC system has been
reduced to 50 per cent since October 2014.
Since then, SNC-Lavalin and its Groupe
Immobilier Sante McGill (GISM) consortium
partners have continued to search for a long-
term solution to the noise issue.

Westmount began cooperating with
MUHC officials toward a resolution to the pro-
blem after reaching an impasse with SNC-

Lavalin officials late 2014.

“They're still promising a real and concrete
solution in the not too distant future,” said
Trent, rcfcmngj y to a noise mitigation report city
officials expect to receive by May 20. Initially,
the report had been announced for March].

“From the city’s standpoint, we are still mar-
ching along the route of trying to solve this
thing amicably.

See Mayor Trent page &4 »p»
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Local News

Recently-repaved Sunnyside Avenue

already ridden with cracks

Westmount spent over $125000 to reconstruct the road last surnmer.

Westmount city council

“I walk there every few days. You can’t help but see them. They're all over the
place,” said Patrick Martin, district I city councillor.

Sunnyside Avenue is located in the northern residential sector of Westmount, one
that is without heavy traffic on a daily basis. Sintra was contracted to remove the old
pavement, repair the base, and install a new pavement

“I am quite disappointed with the cracking that has occurred in the new pavement,”
he added, noting the street shouldn’t have cracked despite the harsh winter.

The reconstruction work was part of a larger $4,441,400 roadway reconstruction
program for sev eral streets in Westmount in 2014.

Martin, who is also Westmount’s commissioner of public works and
utilities, told the Examiner a site visit is planned with the contractor
and the pl]blit‘ works dcpairl'u'lent within the week to inspcct on what
he called “the deficiencies” and agree on an action plan.

“Our definition of fix it is don’t just put a sealer on it. Melt the

‘1.5[';]1;11f so that it joins and bonds,” he said.

Sintra never returned the Examiner’s request for an interview.

Work guaranteed

The city does have a three-year guarantee on the work completed.

It’s not the only street that will need to be redone by Sintra, according
to Martin, as a portion of Ste. Catherine Street is also showing
unexpected cracking. This project, too, is under a three-year guarantee.

It's unclear whether the fault lies with the city’s pavement designs or
the contractor. Martin, who oversees the function of the public works’
department, said a review of the department’s asphalt re-pavement design

is in order.

“I understand it’s hilly here and we have underground streams.
We have to learn from this and not have crack after crack in our streets,”

added Martin.

Tarek Zayed, a civil and environmental engineering professor at
Concordia University was siirprised to learn the street was ri:pzi\-ed last year,
after viewing several current photos of Sunnyside Avenue.

“The finish looks old and that’s not good,” said Zayed, who has more than
25 years of experience in construction industry.

He said the various cracks found on the street may be attributed to the
improper compaction of the base or sub-base of the street.

As for the small pothole on Sunnyside Avenue, it could be the bituminous

approved,
a $125,700-contract to Sintra Inc. for a major road repaving
project on Sunnyside Avenue, from Upper Bellevue to Lexington.
One year later, the avenue is already ridden with cracks.

last summer,

materials that is typically used for paving was not in good condition, a]C(‘OrdII‘lg

Avis de demande de changement
de nom d’une personne majeure

Prenez avis que Mohamed Mabrouk, dont
ladresse du domicile est le 2300 rue St-
Mathieu # 205, Montréal, Québec, H3H 2J8,
présentera au Directeur de l'eétat civil une
demande pour changer son nom en celui de
Ben, Azzam Mabrouk.

Montréal, le 8 mars 2015

>6231157

to Zayed. The harsh winter, too, could
have played a role in the appearance of
the pothole.

P»» Mayor Trent from page 3
Westmount, which did threaten legal action

against SNC-Lavalin last summer before pul-
ling back, can change its course of action if the

Several cracks line Sunnyside Avenue, a street that underwent a $125,000

city deems progress towards remediation has
halted. Trent told the Examiner that MUHC
officials were made aware that cooperation has
a shelf life. “For any reason nothing materia-
lizes, our own strategy will change,” he said.

reconstruction last summer.
Examiner - Anthony Abbondanza

The Westmount mayor added that if the iron
fists in the velvet glove approach —as he charac-
terized it — the city is taking does work, there is
a “potential for a much quicker remediation”
than legal action.
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MUHC hopesto give
its unused equipment
to natlons 1n need

anne-ir

@tc tc

Several medical equipment left
behind during the McGill
University Health Centre MUHC)
move could be sent to developing
nations, where the needs are urgent.
However, unlike the Centre
Hospitalier Universite de Montreal
' (CHUM), the MUHC is not yet
| ready to take steps in this
direction.

e o

Before the medical equipment reaches
Africa or Central America, a number of steps
must be completed, according to a policy esta-
blished by the Quebec’s health minister.

This week, Radio-Canada explained in
detail how the CHUM will send medical
equipment overseas to countries that need a
helping hand.

With the relocation of the Royal Victoria
Hospital barely finished, and two big moves set
for the coming months, the MUHC is still at
the very beginning of a similar process, accor-
ding to Julie Paquet, MUHC’s head of
communications.

“When hospitals are emptied, we clean the
site and create an inventory of our equipment.
Then, we need to identify whether there are
needs in health institutions affiliated with the
MUHC or in any hospitals and organizations
elsewhere in Quebec. Last of all, we can offer
what is left to charitable organizations for them
to distribute it in other countries,” she said.

Collaboration santé international (CSI) is
the only organization in Quebec accredited by
the minister of health to receive the health
network’s unused material. For example, right
now, hospitals are all gradually making a digi-
tal switchover.

Meanwhile, many of the old ultrasound
systems, encephalograms and other equip-
ment are still in excellent condition.

Since its creation 46 years ago, it

Examiner Photo

collaborated on many occasions with the
CHUM. The move, however, promises a grea-
ter transfer of equipment.

“When we receive the equipment, our
team verifies that it is functional. If this is not
the case, the volunteer engineers try to repair
it. If it is impossible, we send it to recycling,”
explained Pierrette Defoy-Dolbec, chief exe-
cutive of CSL.

The organization has many partners from
around the world, who regularly send requests
to make their health facility operational.

“When we receive a request, we make sure
the organization behind it is credible. We have
several eligibility requirements. We ensure
people have the ability to operate the equip-
ment they receive, keep them in condition and
repair as required,” added Defoy-Dolbec.

Urgentneeds

Since its founding, CSI has sent medical
equipment to over 90 countries. In 2014 alone,
19 countries have been served. According to
the CEO, the needs are still particularly acute
in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
and in Haiti.

“DRC is a huge country,” said Defoy-
Dolbec. “The conflict that has been raging
there for the last 20 years is the deadliest since
World War II. Over 60 per cent of the popula-
tion lives below the poverty line and life expec-
tancy is only 50 years.”

In partnership with the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), CSI is working to
improve health care in 27 health institutions
throughout the DRC. The collaboration with
the Diocese of Bukavu resulted in the com-
plete equipment of the hospital in Bukavu, a
town on the eastern tip of Congo, in the pro-
vince of Kivu.

Over the last five years, 24 containers
carrying equipment for an estimated cumula-
tive value of nearly $2 million were shipped to
Haiti. During the 2010 earthquake, CSI has
sent nearly $ 425,000 worth of materials,
equipment and medicines. Within 10 days fol-
lowing the earthquake, Haitian beneficiaries
have received all the necessary support through
CSlI local partners.

Community

Police investigating
road rage incident
on Sherbrooke Street

CxJPolice

files

za@ic

A man was hit by a taxi driver at the
comner of Sherbrooke Street and Wood
Avenue on May 6 in an apparent case of
road rage.

The man claims he was hit by the taxi
driver as he stood in front of the car, pro-
testing he was previously cut off by the
said taxi, according to Station 12 of the

Service de Police de la Ville de Montreal
(SPVM).

Police are investigating the incident,
which occurred at 8 p.m., said Const.
Stephan Laperriere.

If the investigation can prove that the
45-year-old taxi driver, a Laval native, did
indeed hit the man in question, he could
be charged with armed aggression.

“We have a lot of these incidents
happen throughout the year. They're not
aware their driving can cause emotions in
other drivers to the point where a person

can’t control their emotions. It's breaking

point. The person’s had enough,” said
Const. Laperriere.

Examiner Photo

Westmount scouts meet
local police officers

@tc.
Six young Westmount boys and girls -
scouts met with police officers from Station
12 of the Service de Police de la Ville de

Montreal (SPVM) on May 1.
Known as the Beavers, the young scouts
- aged five to seven — wanted to th ank the
officers for their role and service to the
community.

Back row, left to right: Beaver leader sunshine Razan Saigh, Luis Guerre Lopez, Constable
Stephan Laperriere, and Beaver leader rainbow Haimei Lou. Front row: Scouts Shimon
Rozhansky, Emerson Lin, Amy Zijing Wu, Lexi Dionisopoulos, Blaze Kitely-Brown, and
Emanouel Rozhansky. Examiner - Courtesy
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Sports

Eugenie Bouchard named
international female athlete of the year

Eugenie Bouchard has been named international female athlete of the year at the 42nd Quebec
Sports Gala. Examiner - Archives

T o

Walid

Hamn *
From \Nestmaunt?n\ks . i N
ahout Westmuunt husiness

P

J‘W ﬁa’”ﬂﬂf”’
ﬂ‘B\, "4|n| ==

Last April 26th, known westmounters, Mr Anthony Zifzmann and Mr Jean-Christophe Bedos have
completed a fundraising spinathon at b.cycle on 601 rue de la Gauchetiére, The proceeds of the
event will fund the Enbridge® Ride to Conquer Cancer® charity which these two genflemen are
co-chairing. The aforementioned is a cycling event held on July 11 fo 12 and spans 200km from
Monireal to Quebec. The money raised will help fund cancer research and care at the Segal Cancer
Cenfre at the Jewish General Hospital and throughout Quebec.
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Westmount native Eugenie
Bouchard took top honors at the
42nd Quebec Sports Gala last
week, where she was named interna-
tional female athlete of the year.

It's been tremendous 12 months for the
tennis player, who moved up from the 32nd
to the 7th place in the world. She became the
first Canadian in history to reach the finals of
a Grand Slam tournament.

Bouchard has reached the semifinals of
the Australian Open and French Open in
2014, besides competing in the Wimbledon
final. She also won the first tournament of her

career on the WTA tour in Nuremberg,
Germany. In addition, the athlete has contri-
buted to ensuring Canada’s place in the
World Group Fed Cup for the first time
in history.

Her success and progress have been
acknowledged by all. She has received, among
others, the title of the “most improved player
of 2014, awarded by the WTA,” as well as the
Canadian Press’ “female athlete of the year.”

The 42nd Quebec Sports Gala, anima-
ted by Chantal Petitclerc, Jean-Luc
Brassard and Claudine

Douville, has crowned the winners of the
“Maurice” for their performances during the
year 2014, excluding the Olympic and
Paralympic Games in Sochi that were reco-
gnized last year.

Westmounter
named best junior
diver in Quebec

Diver Olivia Chamandy won the
title of best junior diver in
the Quebec provincial cham-
pionship which was held on May
2nd and 3rd at the Laval University’s
PEPS, where she also broke a
provincial record.

The Westmounter was awarded the gold
medal twice in the age 14-15 category. She col-
lected 327.05 points at the tower and broke the
previous provincial one-metre springboard
record with 407.25 points.

Chamandy also offered solid performances
in the senior category, in which she earned
three more medals. She won gold in mixed syn-
chronized diving, silver in the one-metre spring-
board competition and the bronze in the three-
metre competition.

From July 17 to 19, Chamandy is set to par-
ticipate in the Junior Elite Nationals in
Edmonton, Alberta.
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Authors visit 2
Westmount schools,
library

' More bird watchers
than birds at
Summit Park

® examiner@tc.tc

received a special visit from Rukhsana Khan.
From May 2 to 9, 29 authors and illustra-
tors visited hundreds of schools, public libra-
ries, bookstores and community centres
across Canada to read from their books.
This year’s theme, Hear Our Stories:
Celebrating First Nations, Métis and Inuit
Literature, celebrated stories published by
and about members
communities.

UL 10

As part of the 38th annual TD Canadian
Children’s Book week, authors visited St.
George'’s School of Montreal, Selwyn House,
and the Westmount Public Library last week.

Chiere Uegaki shared her passion for rea-
ding, writing, and storytelling with the
students at St. George’s and the kids at the
library, whereas students from Selwyn House

About a dozen bird wat-
chers of the Bird Protection
Quebec group visited Summit
Park Tuesday morning to catch
a glimpse of birds during the
spring migration period, which

of Aboriginal

began mid-April.

Around 33 species of the
Warbler bird have been obser-
ved at Summit Park over the
years, including the chestnut-
sided warbler. Interestingly, the
Baltimore Orioles, for which
the Major League Baseball
team is aptly named, also
migrates to the park before hea-
ding north to their breeding

grounds.

Unfortunately for the local
bird watchers, there were no

birds to observe.

Montreal. Examiner Photo - Courtesy

e i ¥

Chiere Uegaki sharing her passion for reading with students of St. George’s School of

Examiner - Leslie Schachter
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Bright sunny apartment
Heated and hot water
included, renovated kit-
chen, 1 bathroom, frid-
ge, stove, dishwasher,
A/C included, interior
garage (garage space
amag beautiful garden
with inground pool.
Walking distance to
amenities. Call:
514-935-3097 for info
and appointment

I 225  Properties for rent

EXCLUSIVE waterfront bun-
galow, summer season rental
on 200 acre gated estate.
Rawdon Qc., 514-796-1399

(otfages / hom
o Rl Sl

MAISON de campagne,
bord du Lac St-Jean, prés
Z00 St-Félicien.
locationchaletlacstjean.com

514-484-7677. Immediate
Response! Bad credit/ no
credit! Direct deposit not re-
quired. Call now! (24/7).
514-484-7677

QCNA (Quebec Community
Newspapers Association) can
place your classified ad into
24 weekly papers throughout
Quebec - papers just like the
one you are reading right
now! One phone call does it
all! Call Marnie at QCNA
514-697-6330. Visit:
WWW.qena.org

$4,397. - MAKE MONEY &
SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill - cut lumber any di-
mension. In stock ready to
ship. Free info & DVD:
www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com/4000T.
1-800-566-6899 ext:4000T

Iii; Clothing/furs/accessories

QUEEN SIZE, pine colour wall
bed unit. Includes drawers,
hanging space, shelves,
desk, mattress and includes
some bedding. $1,000. Call
514-622-1214.

Find even more on
yvourclassifieds.ca

ACHETONS
Manteaux fourrure
Usagés
Vison, lynx, renard
Payons de 100$ a
450$ comptant.
514-844-2151
Laissez message
On se déplace

cash. International buyer
wants to purchase your anti-
ques, paintings, china, crys-
tal, gold, silverware, jewelle-
ry, rare books, sports, mo-
vies, postcards, coins,
stamps, records.
514-501-9072

= Massothera
415/ therapei ha.up?menls

514-244-8726 GRAND
OPENING West Island,
unique, classy atmo-

sphere, experience best
relaxation massage. 624
Bord du Lac, Dorval.

intérieure. Estimation gra-
tuite. André, 514-825-0256

CERAMIC, marble, installa-
tion. Quality, reliability, clean-
liness. 20 years experience.
514-578-5011

SMALL masonry

contractor, speciality
(Brick, stone, chimney,
fireplace, pointing,
stairs repairs‘)J good pri-
ce! Cell: 514-867-6271
Home: 514-257-6985

estimation gratuite. Painting,
best prices. RBQ: 8256-9542.

514-362-0076

Roofing

* ROOFING Inter-Regio-
nal. Repairs guaranteed.
Complete Roof. Full insu-

rance. Benoit:
S dnd=2 5il=8 1 1
RBQ#8357-9557-01

king, tall, accomplished man,

95 +, to share loving, life and |

| travel. 514-846-2184

IS... GREAT BUSINESS !
Young ambitious
Graphic designer

and marketing specialist

Located in downtown

Montreal and Westmount

| create innovative web si-

tes, print graphics logo
and identity branding

Work with social media

Plateforms to highlight
new ideas and generate
sales to local businesses

| § Corey Leber, Free lance

Designer, Developper

Marketing specialist
514-771-9994

416

Sodial activities

Miscellaneous

21st Annual May Long Wee-
kend POW WOW. Hiawatha
First Nation, May 16th & May
17th. On Rice Lake South of
Peterborough. Drug and Al-
cohol Free Event. www.hia-
wathafirstnation.com y
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