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The Red Ear 06 Cotan

Words by LOUVIGNY DE MONTIGNY Music by WILFRID

Free translation by J. MURRAY GIBBON

I! ekakwitha, the maiden Iroquoian,

Was, when but four, as seer set aside!
But her stepmother, so jealous and inhuman,
Made up her mind to man she must be bride.
Around the hearth the talk was all of marriage,
Once on a night in May,
As in the field that border’d on the village,
The seeds of corn they lay.

The proud Renard to her fair hand aspiring,
Of twenty tribes most handsomie warrior he.
Chief he would be no other wife desiring,
No other maiden to whom he’d married be.
By waterlilies they have set the altar,
' Now that the groom was found,
Poor little bride, she seems awhile to falter !
The corn’s above the ground.

To show she takes thd man for whom they mean -hér,

Her duty ’tis to serve him at a meal . . .

“Come to my aid, O holy Catherine !”

Down the dish falls; it rolls against his heel.

Grave is the insult, swift with vengeance smarting:
Renard with ready knife

Strikes at the guilty face, then off goes darting.
The corn grows high with life,

The night is starless, the field yonder inviting;

Tekakwitha runs off for refuge there.

Beside the wood a doe is fast approaching;

It draws away the warrior’s wrath elsewhere.

The eager hunter then dashes on it, swearing
Never to come again

Till he returns proud, the maiden’s scalp a-wearing.
The corn has grown in grain.

The wounded girl in the foliage is there hidden;
Her hand has wiped the blood that made her blind.
In this retreat she felt her anguish deaden,
And in the ripe kernels the milk would find.
By charm her blood upon one ear is dripping,
Makes it forever bleed.
A glowing symbol, a vision consoling,
This ear with scarlet seed !

= * %

The magic grain the sweet favour is gaining
Of eyes most fair. Oh ! three times happy he
Who unfolds its bounty while he’s culling !
Love is for him, good luck in a high degree.
At Montreal this legend was first chanted.
It long ago was born.
Harvests give us the brides we have wanted.
Let’s husk ears of corn!

CHARETTE
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