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Reflections
| on the first
' year back

he past year was supposed to

| Trepresent a fresh start for

Westmount, the first year of

i | regained municipal autonomy. It

was, to some extent, but it proved

to be a far cry from what legions of

"demerger advocates envjsioned

throughout their long

campaign to secede from the
Montreal megacity.

One of the recurring news
items involved Montreal’s
agglomeration council and
how Westmount Mayor Karin
Marks and her fellow
demerged mayors remained
at constant odds with the new
municipal burcaucracy.

The year 20006 also saw
what wais arguably
Westmount's highest-profile
news story to date—the

shooting rampage at Dawson
College on Sept. 13.

The heavy media coverage
ensured that the horrors of

that one afternoon were

i broadcast around the world,

[ and the Westmount campus
remained in the spothght for
several days alterward,

We also saw a Lur amount
ol debate over local issues,
such as the proposal 1o mstall

| artithicral tart i Westmount
Park and the felling of several

[ dozen trees in Sunnyside

| Park, beneath the Summil
lookout,

Fhere were also positive
stories, such as the installation
ol a sound barrier test [‘-III[‘I
next to the ratlway tracks and

. Ville Marie | xpressway—the
result of treless lobbying by
citizens throughout the arca.
In this issue, our annual
Year in Review feature, The
Exanmuer vakes a look 1
some of the
both muor ane

took place aver 1
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*The year kicked off immediately with a
festive occasion as the Cily of Westmount
celebrated its return to municipal status after
four years as a borough of Montreal.

The finest
retirement lifestyle
is available at...

Westmount’s
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A Quality Lifestyle

Good living comes with
age. Why not retire in per-
fect elegance and ultimate
comfort? Our caring staff
will tend to all your needs

24 hours every single day.

Please call us regarding our

aftfordable rentals:

4430 St. Catherine West,
Westmount

935-1212

www.placekensington.com

On New Year's Day, City officials and resi-
dents gathered at City Hall to celebrate the
first official day of demerged Westmount,
under new Mayor Karin Marks.

The day was highlighted by a ceremonial
flag raising on the lawn of City Hall, followed
by a musical celebration in Victoria Hall and
a bontire in Westmount Park.

*With a federal election scheduled for Jan.
23, the Westmount Municipal Association
and The Examiner once again co-organized a
Meet the Candidates evening in Victoria
Hall

and question candidates on their respective

an opportunity for voters to come oul

platforms.
Although there were seven candidates on
the ballot, and five attending the meeting, the

event was dominated by representatives of

three parties—the Liberals, Conservatives
and NDP—who fielded a wide variety of
questions from the audience.

“The City of Westmount looked into the
possibility of installing auditory crosswalks
tor visually impaired pedestrians at the cor-
ner of Sherbrooke Street and Lansdowne
Avenue. The issue was brought up by Jim
Griffin, a past-president of the Manoir
Westmount seniors’ residence.

*The Westmount Historical Association
announced that its spring lecture series

would be devoted to the accomplishments of

one man—noted architect Robert Findlay,
who designed several local landmarks,
including City Hall, the first Victoria Hall, the
Westmount Public Library and the pavilion
in King George Park. A series of four month-
Iv lectures would be based around Findlay's
life and work.

*The Westmount Public Library added a
new activity to its list of programs—a Friday
night film ¢lub that would feature lesser-
known tilms trom around the world. “1t's not
vour Disney Friday night.” said librarian
Donna Lach. “It's a club for people who have
a real interest in film and like to discuss films

s

that have real themes and meanings.”

‘Westmount's long-time Member of

Parliament Lucienne Robillard was returned
to office in the federal election—Dbut this time
she was facing a term in Opposition, as the
scandal-plagued Liberals could not beat the
Conservatives under Stephen Harper. Louise
O’Sullivan, running on the Conservative tick-
el, came in second, while NDP hopeful Eric
Steedman finished third, ahead of Bloc
Quebecois candidate Sophie Frechette,

‘Demerged city officials across Montreal
expressed their outrage over the Tremblay
administration’s revised budget, which they
said put an even greater financial burden on
the suburbs—raising taxes by 13.3
per cent. "It shows how wrong the
process is,” said an angry Mavor
Marks. “There was no consultation.
We could not adjust the taxes to suit
our taxpayers. The law will have to
be changed so that the budget is

done jointly”

February

-

‘Westmount's 23rd annual
Winter Carnival kicked off the
month with many of the old
favourite activities and at least one
interesting addition—an Irish pub
event in Victoria Hall. About 100
people attended the ‘Raven and the
Rose” evening, which raised approxi-
mately $1,200 for Westmount's new
St. Patrick’s Dav float.

«Sehwyn House School found
itselt in the mudst of a sex-abuse
scandal dating back more than 30
vears, when two former students
launched civil action suits against
the school for inaidents thev said
took place in the 1970s. The

Examiner's detense of the current

Selwyn House community’s reputation
prompted outrage from several other alleged
victims,

*Congregation Shaar Hashomayim hosted
an evening of local rock with a battle of the
bands entitled ‘Shul of Rock] featuring a vari-
ety of musical talent that included the FACE
Blues Band, Moska and Cosmic Granola.
Proceeds from the event were donated to the
Mimi Najman Rehabilitation Foundation.

*Students of The Study were treated to a
visit by Montreal Alouettes Luke Fritz and
Dave Stala, who spoke to the girls about
social issues such as bullying—all part of the
team’s ‘School is Cool program.
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‘Meet the Candidates’ evening in Victoria Hall.




A winter carnival tradition

all these images
flashing into my
mind.”

*The Rotary Club
of Westmount raised
its profile in the
_community by hold-
ing a gala soiree in
Victoria Hall to mark
its 75th anniversary.
More than 80 mem-
bers and guests
crowded into the
Gallery to enjoy an
evening of good food
and a healthy dose of
the Club’s motto:
“Service Above Self.”

*After just a few
months online, it was
announced that The
Examiner’s website
had exceeded all
expectations by
attracting more than
11,000 visitors dur-
ing the month of

February. According
to regional manager
Gordon Brewerton,

March

*Selwyn House School’s robotics team
managed to beat out 17 other high school
teams in the CRC Robotics Challenge, held at
College Regina Assumpta in Ahuntsic. The
25-member Selwyn team, consisting of stu-
dents in grades 9 to 11, built and operated a
robot that won a game called Annopoly, in
which robots compete by gathering objects.

*The City of Westmount announced a
new environmental service—the collection
of green waste. Residents could now place
bags of garden waste, such as leaves, behind
the sidewalk for collection on Wednesdays.
“It is another Westmount initiative to be
proud of,” said city councillor John de Castell.
“Montreal won't begin until next year at the
earliest, probably later.” Kitchen waste was
considered beyond the scope of the project,
but residents 'vere encouraged to add
vegetable scraps to the gelrdcn waste.

*The pews of Ascension of Our Lord

Church were filled as hundreds of
Westmounters gathered for the funeral of

Max Pompili, husband of city councillor
Cynthia Lulham and well-known chef, who
died suddenly at the age of 48.

*Westmount’s new St. Patrick’s Day float
was given its debut at the annual Montreal

event. Organizers, consisting of a handful of

dedicated volunteers, were able to assemble
the new float despite much less help than in
previous vears. Many potential volunteers

ved away, probably daunted by the dreary
skies and cold weather.

*The events in a far-off land were brought
home to Westmount by photojournalist
Robert Galbraith, who had recently returned
from war-torn Afghanistan. He delivered the
illustrated lecture ‘Afghanistan: Why Are We
There?’ to a fascinated crowd at the
Westmount Public Library. “You go into this
place and it'll change your life,” Galbraith said
of his war experience. “I walk around
Montreal and I feel like a ghost because I have

The Examiner’s site
was receiving at least double the number of
visitors to sites of most of the other
Transcontinental newspapers. “When you
consider that The Examiner puts out 9,800
copies of the newspaper in any given week,
vet has 11,152 unique visitors on the website,

2006: THE YEAR IN REVIEW
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Rotary draws a crowd

there are more individuals going to the site,”
Brewerton said.

April

Many residents of lower Westmount were
pleased to see the first signs of construction
for an experimental sound barrier at the foot

Shaar Hashomayim's ‘Shul of Rock’

of Abbott Avenue. For years, neighbours have
been complaining of noise from passing
commulter trains and the Ville Marie
Expressway. The 30-metre prototype would
be erected to gauge the effectiveness of a full
length sound barrier along the track and
highway in southern Westmount.

*The world-wide tireat of bird u was
addressed by local doctor Joi Carsley, who
Healthy

City Project that there is no need to pinic,

told a meceting of the Westmou,

“Bird flu is not the pandemic and we don’t
know if or when it will turn into a human
pandemic situation, nor do we know how
severe the illness will be,” said Dr. Carsley,
chief of the health protection sector ol the
Montreal Public Health Department.

-Students at The Study had a high-flying
visitor—none other than Canadian astronaut
Marc Garneau, who dropped by to talk about
space travel and the future of space explo
ration. As for a trip to Mars, he said, 1 think
within your lifetime we will witness human
beings going on to Mars... 1t will be a two
and-a-half-year round trip; six months to go
there, a year-and-a-hall on the planet, and
then six months to come back.”

*Congregation Shaar Hashomayim held a
tribute dinner for Rabbi Emeritus D, Wilfred
Shuchat to commemaorate his 60 years of
service to the synagoguce. “He was at the pul
pit of Shaar Hashomayim when his commu
nity looked to him for guidance and leader
ship, both during times of great joy, such as at
the birth of the State of Tsrael, and times of
great crisis, such as the Six Day War, the Yom
Kippur War and the Munich Massacre,” said
event chair Stephen Lipper. “Rabbi Shuchat
has been here for us all, throughout several

generations, as he still 1s today.”

“Those unfamiliar with the work of
Samuel Beckett got a first-hand glimpse
thanks to Westmount's Gleams Theatre
troupe, who marked the absurdist play
wright’s centennial year by mounting a series
of his plays, first on St. Laurent Boulevard,
then in Westmount at Victoria Iall. ‘Play),
Rockaby” and "What Where' were presented,
under the direction of Constantin Sokolov.
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Astronaut Marc Garneau at The Study

May

“The Westmount Municipal Association
held its annual general meeting in Victoria
Hall, with guest speaker Dick Pound, best
known as chair of the World Anti-Doping
Agency and a key player on the International
Olympic Committee. In his keynote speech,
the .'\I"iTlglt!11 Avenue resident stressed the
importance of community and education,
pointing out that every Olympic champion
got their start in their own community.

I'he event also saw the presentation of the
WMA's annual Derek Walker Volunteer
Citizen ol the Year Award, which went to

Nancy Wright of
Kensington
Avenue.

It was also

announced that
the MNA would
continue without
Lwo ku}' pn\i-
tions—president
and secretary.
These two posts
would be han
dled on an inter-
im rotational

basis.

*More than
1,000 runners
took Lo

streels ol

the

Westmount on a
\llll[!}' 11]“['1““‘:.',
as the
Westmount
YMCA held its
Defi Westmount
PoouU M A
Challenge—an
JE]H[I.!I event to
raise funds for
Kamp Kinema,
the Y's summer
daycamp. "It was
great—we could

n't have asked for
a better day,” said Tracy Kamel, one of the
main organizers. By the time it was over,
Kamel expected the event to raise about
$20,000.

*A group of 200 people in lower
Westmount, led by St. Antoine Street resident
Peter Krantz, filed a $20 million class action
suit against two construction companies for
noise pollution that allegedly resulted from
work on the Ville Marie Expressway between
1998 and 2000. Noise levels were said to be as
high as 96 decibels—much higher than the
threshold for possible hearing loss. “That's
when | realized this is really serious,” Krantz

We know that your time is _precious...

2006: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

said.

It took him a tew more vears than most,
but former Roslyn School student David
Levy finally received his elementary school
diploma. The noted astronomer, best-known
as the co-discoverer of the Shoemaker-Levy 9
comet, was presented with his diploma by
principal James McMorran during a visit to
his old school, 46 vears after he missed his
final day at Roslyn due to a broken arm.

ll('. wrs'{mull 143

iicipal

Westmoug

would soon be filled by Richard Blondin, a
former Montreal police officer and most
recently head of security at the Louis-
Hippolyte-Latontaine Hospital in the east
end.

*In keeping with a trend throughout
North America, the popularity of soccer in
Westmount had grown to the point where
the City’s Sports & Recreation Department
had nearly 900 young athletes enrolled in its

The 2006 Derek Walker Volunteer Citizen of the Year, Nancy Wright, with husband Jim

*The increasing rash of home invasions hit
Westmount when three intruders broke into
a Selby Street home and tied up two resi-
dents. Police immediately assured the public
that there was no need to panic. “From the
information I've received as such, this inci-
dent doesn’t pose any threat to the communi-
tyv,” said city councillor John de Castell, com-
missioner of community safety and, ironical-
ly, owner and resident ot the building where
the incident took place.

une

*After 26 years of service, Public Security
Director Richard McEnroe announced his

spring soccer program. “It’s probably the
biggest it's ever been,” said administrator
Stephen Robaire. "This places soccer well
above hockey as Westmount's most popular
sports program. Its success could be attrib-
uted to its all-inclusive nature because there
is a team for nearly evervone. Scheduling-
wise, all the fields are packed every night, so

it's great.”

*The long-awaited Noel report, which
addressed the dispute between the demerged
cities and the City of Montreal, came as a dis-
appointment to Mavor Karin Marks, who
had hoped that $105 million in agglomera-
tion budget funds would be returned to the
demerged cities. Instead, arbitrator Roger

g ...come fOf ﬁfft’ﬂf [aﬁoratory services at retirement. “Over his career, Richard has  Noel recommended that $41.4 be returned.
i = made many significant contributions to “I'm disappointed that it's $41 million
E improving safety of our community,” said  instead of more,” said Marks. “We felt that
~:: Laboratoires medicaux city councillor ];;Im LIIIL' Castell, “in fact, too Slli}_"wi million w .1[~ .[n],lu.l]l]_\' .; :11i|\i]l11L||1:
8 (‘1 _ _ many to even address. and there were probably other things that we
<] b M > a0 W e 3 E
3 ) | a’n’l’ a D.‘ nacare *The top spot on the Public Security force  didn’t know about.
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*Quebec’s annual St. Jean Baptiste holiday

Westmount with a telephone survey to gauge

H_I was celebrated in Westmount Park with the public opinon on the ongomg commuten
:1 traditional hn::_]ﬂtl‘ and fleur-de-lys cake—as train noise problems in the arca. " The WTAG
well as a lot of music and plenty of activities 15 asking all residents aftected by the vibra
for the Kids. tons and nowse to partake m this survey,” they
it satd. The group had been holding meetings
s Jul with various organmizations, indluding 1
o y Rail. to Keep up-to-date on the Latest develop
it . . ments in noise-reduction efforts in
S *The summer kicked off with the annual Westmount,
Canada Day celebration in Westmount Park,
with the popular overnight camp-out and, of *Netghbours and heritage activists
course, the traditional Splash Bash in the expressed therr concern over announced ren
municipal pool. ovation plans to Oaklands, the tormern
samuel Brontman residence on Belvedere
*Two voung Westmounters—Daniel : i Road, Thev were assured that demohtion
Kliger of Roslyn Avenue and Rvan Stotland of Soccer surpasses hockey as Westmount's most popular sport for kids plans were restricted to an extension building,
Cedar Avenue—set off on a cross-country and that the mansion, now owned by grand
._\'clc trek that would take them from son Stephen Brontman, would remain imtact.
Victoria, B.C. to St. John's, Nfld. The 8,000- current “double billing” system of municipal
kilometre journey was a tundraising effort *The Westmount community was sad-  taxation, ‘Repercussion Theatre continued its sum
tor skin cancer research. dened by news of the death of retired Fire mer tradition of Shakespeare in the Park, this
— Chief Jim Adams at age 66. A staunch oppo- A t tme performing o swing-era version ol
| nent of the forced municipal mergers, Adams ugus Much Ado About Nothing m Westmount
swore he would never work for the Montreal Park, complete with singing, dancing and
: : | fire department and retired in late 2001—just ‘Members of the Westmount Tram Action — plenty of hively 19408 music,
-l [ before Westmount became a borough of  Group reached out to neighbours in lower Continued on page 8
e AL I Montreal.
& | HOPITAL VETERINAIRE || [ THE ART OF POSTURE
| W ; *In what was dl.-\|11|>:~ui by many as mere- LRt * IMPROVE YOUR BREATHING
i (f' ly an opportunity to gain votes from discour- GEN ERAL M_B_ * BOOST ENERGY « FOCUS ATTENTION
g & % / aged citizens of demerged communities, LEARN TO ACQUIRE A GOOD
: / /& Action 1":.'.1]‘11;\_1[‘.1.[ i.tlm’ ]L:-'Ii.it.‘ll' Mario l)umfl.n! ( BAl .‘.\{.{‘.!"{] :;;:‘:{{‘l:!;:} ’,:I]'.}{ ;'”l?.: U;.‘H ONLY!
announced his intention to abolish
oy Montreal’s Agglomeration Council among 2 I‘“m'".-\‘i s M!nh b = Kleehs
| oo : < Monday: 5:30 1o 7 pm
| caa other changes. Speaking at a luncheon co- Dr. Marcel Banon D.M.V. Queen-E Health Complex Room 331
o SR organized by the Montreal Westward and . The Montreal School for the Alexander Technique
kj Public Security Director Richard McEnroe retires  \Westmount Rotary Clubs in Victoria Hall, Dre. Reglna Rendon D.M.V. Registration now 514-259-5665 v (3
.I] - I Dumont also pledged to do away with the « Consultation « Special Diets
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5673 Monkland
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<ol
ooking back over the past year and its wide vari-
ety of news events, both serious and bizarre, it is
difficult to foresee what is in store for us in 2007.
Nevertheless, here are a few items that just might
make their way into the pages of The Examiner in the

coming year:

HE'S BACK: In the boldest political come
back since Camillien Houde, tormen
Montreal mayor Pierre Bourque will run i
the provincial election on the ADQ'S anu
agglomeration ticket, He will proudly point
out that this is Quebec, where anything is pos
sible. “Megacity, shmegacity,” he will well
reporters. “Hey, vou never know.”

ZAPPED: Always cager In.ldnl‘! new tech
nology, Public Security officers will be
authorized to carry TASER guns as standard
cquipment. But instead of midnight patrols in
Westmount Park, they prove most effective
on the aty's meanest streets—Greene and
Victoria Avenues—where overly rude
motorists get zapped tor protesting parking

tickets.

ONTHE CHARTS: City councillor

George Bowser will record his first solo

album, "‘Am I Blue?” Among the selection of

Bowscr-ized cover tunes will be "Blue
Monday', “Tangled Up in Blue® and “Ricky
Don't Lose That Number!

QUIET, PLEASE: The 30-metre sound
barrier prototype at the foot of Abbott
Avenue will be deemed a great success by res-

ke, "1 can’t hear a

idents and City officials a
thing.,” one elated resident will tell an

Examiner reporter. "What? I said 1 can’t hear |

anything... Did you say something?! What?! |

| police and security.

Hello?!™

MATCH OF THE DAY: The Westmount
Park turl controversy will be settled by a soc
cer game between the City's Sports &

N |
Recreation Department and members of Save

the Park/Sauvons le Parc. After a close match
filled with plenty of penalty shots and head
butts, the City will win by one point
prompting a protest that the condition ot the
playing surface was too poor tor a fair game.
RECORD BREAKER: Westmount's own
political boulevardier Stanlev Baker will be
invited to enter the Guinness Book of World

Records for his membership in the most com-
munity organizations and clubs.
Untortunately, his candidacy will be with
drawn when it 1s discovered that he s also a
member of the Guinness selection
committee and theretore inehigible.
t”."wesfmaunt. _
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A quick year in review

On the
Scene

ith cops and criminals all getting ready for a
quiet holiday season, On the Scene looks
back on the year that was in Westmount

Dawson shooting

The biggest event of the yvear was, of course,
the tragic Sept. 13 shooting spree at Dawson
College.

Police from all over the city reported
quickly to the local Cegep, with Westmount's
Station 12 crew right there along with their
colleagues. Westmount Public Security offi
cers were among the first officials to make it
to Dawson while the shooter was still prowl
ing the hallwavs of the school.

“The truth is that our people were on the
scene without knowing it they were safe o1
not. Qur job is to support police and help
keep the streets of Westmount sate, but not
reallv to be in the line of fire” said security
head Richard Blondin.
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“Our |“cnp];‘ decided to put their own lives
on the hine tor the students and I commend
them for it.”

Public Security officers were presented
with special awards by the City of Westmount
later in the vear.

Watch your wallets

As recently reported in many major news
outlets, Montreal 1s a hub of telemarketing
and mail order scams.

That type of activity hit close to home late
this year as a woman from Michigan was
detrauded of close to $3,000 by people using
a Westmount address.

“( The scammers) said she had to pay a
$2,820.29 government tax bill for it to be
transferred to her. They claimed it as an
administration fee and asked her to send it
via Western Union,” said Station 12 officer
Adalbert Pimentel.

“They also said that instead of getting the
Cadillac, they could send her the cash value
of the car instead for an adnumnistrative tee of

S1400 on top of that. She lost evervthing.”

Here and there...

Westmount saw its share ot tvpical activity
with police, fire and security responding to
the standard gas leaks here and break-ins

there, A major fire occupied local officials in
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mid-September, while carlier that month a
break-in at the neighbourhood SAQ caught
the attention of police.

“On Sept. 20, around 1 a.m., one ot our
patrol cars noticed a broken plate glass win-
dow at the SAQ location on Sherbrooke near
Victoria,” said Blondin.

“Our officer saw a suspicious man wear-
ing baggy clothing near the broken window
and called the police.

“When the man saw our patrol car, he
started walking west-bound on Sherbrooke,
away from the store. Our patrolman followed
him while the police were on their way. They
intercepted the man at the north-west corner
of Sherbrooke and Girouard and took him

n.
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Five Years Ago
January 10, 2002

TOWARD DEMERGER: A commuttee of

current and former elected officials from
Westmount will be holding their first public
meeting later this month to consider wavs the
borough ¢can be made more autonomous
within the new megacity, Last December, as

Westmount citv council was winding down its

activity betore the merger with the City of

Montreal came into place Jan. 1, former
mavor Peter Trent announced that a commut-

tee working towards de-merging Westmount
q the megacity would begin sitting in the
New \'\_\1!.“

Ten Years Ago
Dyecember 23, 199

STATION FOR SALE: "The old
Westmount train station is for sale, and like 1t
or not, the City doesn’t want it. Because a
majority of residents in a referendum last vear
opposed the rezoning of the site to accommo-
date a new protective services station, the
train station, located on St, Catherine Street at
the toot of Victoria, is of no use to the munic-
ipality, according to Mayor Peter Trent. CP
once offered the site to the City for $1, but
without land, which Trent said would have
cost something in the area ot $500,000.

Fifteen Years Ago

December 31, 1991
ROLLING DOWN BELMONT: "A run-
away fuel oil truck carcened driverless down
Belmont avenue on Saturday morning, Dec.
21. The truck, its driver running after it, was
laden with 1,500 gallons of home heating oil.
It crossed Westmount avenue and continued
down another block before crashing mto a
house at 72 Belmont crescent where Belmont
avenue comes to an end. A large tree was
mowed down outside the large grevstone
home of Dr. Raphael Evanson where the
impact cracked interior walls, damaged floors
and L{I\'inxigk‘d the HI'L’P]J\ ¢in the li\'i[lg room,

}‘Uliu.‘ m!].\l.n

Thirty-Five Years Ago
December 30, 1971

OQUIMET SLAMS BUDGET: “Mavor Paul
Ouimet has come out strongly against the
Montreal Urban Community budget, believ-
ing that not enough attention has been paid
to cutting costs and that the suburbs were
unfairly hit with police costs without being
consulted. "Nobody seems interested in cut-
ting expenses, he said, ‘and the MUC must
learn to live within its means.” He said he was
seriously concerned with the rising costs of
MU

MUC budget was nearly 30 percent greater

services and added that this vear’s
than the previous budget.”

Forty-Five Years Ago
I }:‘l':'f?.'ujl‘t'! 22, 1961
COP'S STRETCH REDUCED:

¢ Stanley Easton

“Former

Westmount police constab
had an armed holdup conviction against him
reduced to simple theft, and his five vear sen-
tence cut to two vears. by the Quebec Court of

Appeal. At his trial earlier this vear in connec-

tion with a $400 holdup at the Ritz-Carlton

Hotel in April, 1960, the 30-vear-old tather of
q
i

three children was held to have been equally

guilty with his armed accomplice.

OPINION

The year’s Big Moments in
Westmounters’ lives

Civic Alert

estmounters’ eclectic lives are fodder for

novels, but in real life they are often reti-

cent to talk about their lives and interests.
| set out to discover the Big Moments of 2006 from
some of the more public citizens. Many have multiple
active interests, often incorporating community con-
cerns.

One such is Dr. Henry Olders, the presi
dent of the Westmount Municipal
\ssoctation. A psvchiatrist commuting 1o
work 1n Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue, he lives on
Lansdowne with his wite, Helen Ramnville,

“With the warmth of our community, car
ing friends, and the love of family: we are
truly blessed™ is how Olders summarized
2006.

Their many interests are shown m his rec
ollections of an eventtul vear — an extended
family reunion, a week at music camp with
Victoria, his grand-daughter, and a road trip
to Lac St-Jean to meet friends and explore
Helen's family roots.

“There was a spectal birthday party for
Helen's fiftieth,” Olders recalled, adding other

special moments as “watching daughter Lisa's
rugby games, celebrating with her being
named to the "Equipe des ctoiles) and listen
ing to the joy in the voice of our youngest,
Becky, as she recounts her experiences in firsl
vear medicine.”

T'he city overflows with similar recollec

tions in many families.

Marks's memories

someone who spent her vear trving to ensure
that the city 1s able to continue providing the
support that allows such activities to flourish
was Karin Marks, who in addition to her own
family cares and responsibilities, became
Westmount's second woman mavor and was
chosen by her peers to lead all the mayors of
reconstituted cities.

Four things stand out for her. The Best
Moment, not surprisingly, was January 1 —
first day of the new city. The worst was Dec.
15 when the National Assembly adjourned
without legislation to improve the Agglom.

The budgets at the beginning and end ol
the vear brought a “wonderful moment™ to
the mavor. “It leads to us being able to reduce
the tax — locally, at least — for the first time
in five years.”

]Il‘i' muost hl'.l]’[ \\'.ll']]ll]l}l moment,
though, was the council meeting and the
city's party for the retiring Public Works
Director Fred Caluort. " They were wonderful
reminders of how ln_\'.li our &'l'i'li‘iil\'L'L'\ dre
and how citizens appreciate our staff.”

For Caluori, the Big Moment was that
retirement and the events that went with it.

“It was very emotional,” the 36-vear city

veteran recalled. T was very touched that mv

whole tamilv, including my parents, could
attend.

Caluort qualified for retirement some

vears ago, but waited until Westmount was a

city again. “We have a non-burcaucratic way
of doing things.” he said. " The megacity was
so trustratng, particularly over infrastructure
projects where one seemed to be fighting
from within.”

Dav-to-dav services were largehy
untouched by the megacity, but the adminis
trative Impact was enormous, W\ estimount s
Director-General Bruce St Lowms had the
toughest task given the reporting structure
imposed on him

ST will never forget the almost over
whelming sense of reliel that came over me at
one minute past mdmght on lanuary 17 said
the city's top civil servant. breaking his usual
reticence about his mvolvement i events

“Atter tour vears ol that borough non
sense and seeing the wll it ook on both the
City and mv stall, T was a very happy man
indeed to once again be the "City’ ol

Westmount -G,

Dawson shooting

“The other significant event — how can one
ever forgel was the Dawson College crisis
on September 1301 was at the pohice com
mand post listening to the breaking events
on the radios as they occurred. Something
that 1 thought could never, and would
never, happen in our city was unfolding
betore us and the world.

“And in the middle of it all was a small
contingent of Westmount Public Sccurity
|‘L‘I'\1II]I1L‘| whao put their own salety on the
line 1o assist victims, police, Urgences Sante
and the students who were being evacuated.

“1 was never as prnud ol a group of
employees as 1 was that day; they did
Westmount proud.”

The Dawson shooting impacted many
families, including at the Exaniner. Editor
Wayne Larsen’s sister-in-law, a Dawson
L'”lp’“l\'L‘L' at the time, was 1|'.1p}\n1 1 room
with her co-workers just a few metres from
the gunman.

His son, Nikolas, a first-year student, was
near the atrium when the shooting began,
but was able to get out in ime. No wonder
Larsen regards the incident as the biggest
story of his ninc years at the paper! He
applauds reporter Charles Montgomery for
his coverage, including several award-worthy

pictures.

Permaculture vacation
The Community Events Oftice, based in
Victoria Hall, s responsible tor supporting,
many functions that smgle out the aty from
athers, For several vears, because ol lanily
tlness, co-coordmator Maureen Latrenicere
had nottelt able o travel durimg her vacanon
leaves. T 2000, she was Tree to \[‘1'II\1 lwo
weeks Iiving ona tarm near Norway, Maine

her Big Moment, She sawed down a tree
and guided the dratt horse that dragged it to
the sawnull.

he tormer secretary of the Healthy Ciny
Project’s Environment Committee came
away from Mame with an International
Certthicate m Permaculture Design.

“That, she explamed, "is about designing
a4 human habitat that follows the pattern ol

nature and that can sustam aitsell”

Jerusalem defended

OF all the commentators on mumapal hie,
the Gazette's controversial Civie Allairs
Columnist Henry Aubm, brings a rare intel
lectual Took, This month he named Mega
mavor Gerald Tremblay as “Person of the
Year”

isme,”a current buzz-word for not getting big,

maost mfluential for his ‘tmmaobil

things done.

What kind of Big Moment had 2006
brought tor nm? The answer was as surpris
ing as his columns: finishing a novel,

“I've been working on an historical novel
for teens, Tase of the Golden Cobra,” off and
on for 19 years. So finishing the last of many
drafts in November was quite a high point.
ICI be out in February.

“1s also about the Nubian army that
took over Egypt in the 8th century BC 1o
defend it from Assyrian invasion. There are
lots of battles, treachery and chivalry T could
never make this stulf up.”

Aubin is already the author of " The

Rescue of Jerusalem™ about the alliance

between Hebrews and Alricans i 701 B.C.

Park protector
Community involvement is not static.
Dawson College teacher Patrick Barnard has
lived in the ¢ty for some years, but has
stepped forward only recently over the plans
to cover part of Westmount Park with artifi
cial tarf,

Continued on page 10

Beauliful Westmount-Style House

Pl REAIAN Reval (dordan) T

344 41E Wwenue. Lachine - OPEN HOUSE - Sunday, Jan. 7" 2-4 pm
Magnilicent 4 bedroom colttage. Elegant and spacious, beaatifully maintained . This
home has it all. The main Noor boasts a very large living room, cal-in kitchen, din-
ing room. laundrv/bathroom. powder room and mud room. Second Noor
rooms, 2 sunrooms. 1 1/2 bathrooms, and mezanine. SA50,000. MESH 1265667
MARYANN (ANNIE) THURN

MEated Beal st

For all your real estale needs

: 514-9052-7324

TR e

-

I el

\eent

Conrtier Trmobahier Aperes

REMPX

MUIEX2IUTIOWIIS 20 M

oxia

Jaunwex3 junow3sap ayj

my

.\.“}‘\.

007 A

L




2006: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

*Some residents were concerned by the

sight of black tar-like spots on the leaves of

many maple trees. City horticulturalist

Claudette Savaria reassured everyone that the

disease was not fatal and was HH[}' restricted

1o the leaves themselves. “Because of the wet

spring we had, and the very humid condi

tions we had this summer, the disease devel-

ript'd quite ‘\l.'\‘l'['l.'l}' this year ulmp.ll'ul 1o last

PR YO

WA e R R e i s

year,” she said of the condition, which was

most evident on the mountain. «“"

*August’s city council meeting was high
lighted by a tribute to Fred Caluori, the

popular director of Public Works who would

soon be retiring after 36 years ol service to

the ( ity of Westmount. “If you tell Fred the

sky is falling, he just picks it up,” said city

councillor George Bowser. “"And may | say he

does 1t in a cost-efficient and sustainable

way.”

September

*The 6Westmount Historical Association

announced that its fall lecture series would be

based around the subject of building restora-

tion. The lectures were presented under the

collective the title *Restoring of Homes in

Westmount: Preserving the Original

Character of our Architectural Heritage!

*Congregation Shaar Hashomayim hosted

guest speaker Elizabeth May, newly elected
leader of the Green Party, whose timely lec- Tragedy strikes at Dawson College

ture, delivered on Sept. I'l, was ‘In An : . . s sy
Insecure World, Are We 1dentifying the Right

Threat?” hundreds of students and staff were evacuat-  before killing one student and wounding at  difficult. The City of Westmount praised its

ed and police tried to determine the extent of  least 19 others. employees—particularly Public Security offi-

*The eyes of the world were on  the situation. After a long afternoon of Less than a week later, on the following  cers—for their bravery and efficient handling
Westmount on Sept. 13, when a crazed gun-  rumours and hearsay, it was finally deter-  Monday, students ‘took back’ their school  of the crisis.

man opened fire on students at Dawson  mined that there was one gunman, who was — and returned to class, but it was pointed out

College. The entire area was blocked off as  killed by police officers at the scene—but not  that the recovery process would be long and *Residents of Roslyn Avenue above
B ' — 1 Sherbrooke were awakened to a three-alarm

fire at 503 Roslvn Ave. in the early morning

hours of Sept. 21. The street was jammed for
several hours with emergency vehicles, as 16
trucks and 70 firefighters responded to the
call. There were no major injuries in the
blaze, which sent smoke billowing out over
the entire downtown area.

*Despite a good deal of debate over the
City of Westmount's proposal to pass a bylaw
banning medical practices in residential
buildings, the bid for a referendum on the
matter tell through when only five residents

signed the register—i7 short of the required

]

52 signatures required for a referendum.

*Residents of the Alexis Nihon apartment
tower complained to city council that their

www.westmountexaminer.com

building was being advertised as a hotel—an

.
£ infraction of the municipal bylaw that for-

g bids hotels in Westmount. Tenant John

'g Johnston told council that this was not a new

3 phenomenon, and that a hotel classification

E would prove costly to tenants, whose insu'.. ‘
=z ance premiums would likely increase.

]

= *A series of public demonstrations by ani-

oy mal rights activists in front of two

":5, Westmount homes had many neighbours

4] worried. prompting Station 12 police and

Westmount Public Security to keep a close
eve on the situation. The residents of the two
homes. on Victoria and Roslyn avenues. were

said to be associated with a company that

: experiments on animals,

Cross-Canada cyclists Ryan Stotland and Daniel Kliger arrive in St. John's, Newfoundland

T'hursday, Januar
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Former mayor Peter Trent pays tribute to retiring Public Works director Fred Caluori

October

*The City of Westmount’s idea to cover
the surface of Westmount Park’s playing
fields with artificial turf was met with vehe-

ment opposition by several residents, prima-
rily those living across the street on Melville
Avenue. An ad hoc group named Save the
Park was formed to fight the plan. *We don’t
like the idea of putting any synthetic covering

© 2006: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

ILATES

MARIANOPOLIS
Beginner & Intermediate
Mat and Ball Classes
Evenings and Weekends
Discounts for Students & Dancers
Winter session begins week of Jan 8", 2007

Smaller classes, personalized instruction
Highly qualified instructors with minimum 5 years experience
Includes membership to the sports complex
Free parking

Marianopolis Community Recreation
3880 Cote-des-Neiges (51 ll-) 937-0265

marianopolis.edu/cr/MCR
“ The best kept secret in Westmount!”

Veritatem Diligere
(Cherish the Truth)

Thomas More

3405 Atwater Avenue | Montreal, QC | H3H 1Y2
Tel: 514.935.9585 | Fax: 514.935.3982
www.thomasmore.qc.ca | info@thomasmore.qc.ca

Institute

Courses in philosophy, literature, history, music, theatre,

classics, science, mathematics, religion, and writing

* The Middle East in Transition

Courses offered for the Winter 2007 term:

* The Witnessing of Poetry: How does poetic language illuminate the real?
* The Enigma of Socrates: Re-examining the evidence surrounding his death
* Smile!! Get Serious?? The role of satire in our time

* Hidden Connections: An exploration of new frontiers in life sciences
* The Aesthetic Universe: Searching for meaningful patterns

* Challenge and Response: The dynamics of civil society*

* Challenge and Response is offered at our Pointe-Claire location

Bachelor of Arts degree offered
Winter term begins January 8, 2007

n a community park,” said Mavis Young of
Melville Avenue, one of the protesters. “We
teel the community wouldn't be able to access

the space.”

*A new cultural event was born when a
few community volunteers organized Art
Westmount—a two-day event that had more
than 40 local artists exhibiting their work in
their own spaces, from studios to small gal
leries. The event was organized as a tour, with
visitors given a map of Westmount showing
the various locations were artists were
exhibiting,.

“The Westmount Public Library plaved
host to author Rawi Hauge, who dropped by
to read from his Lirst novel, De Niro's
Game-—which had recently been nonminated

for the prestigious Giller Prize.
; £

«City councillor George Bowser
announced the City's intention to restore
Sunnyside Park, just below the Summit look
out. Inan Examiner column, Bowser outlined
the plans to cut down some trees and prune
others in order to restore the view from the
lookout. This was necessary, he said, in order

to restore the park to its former state.

YJ_NDERGART EN ENTRANCE 1,

A Selwyn House, we foster a partnership called “the triangle of commitments”

It all adds up to students reaching the SuCcess they deserve with everyone’s involvement.

*The students of Roslyn School reached a
S100,000 rased tor
cancer research. This was the total sum raised

significant milestone

over five vears through annual Terry Fox runs
organized by carctaker Eddie Nolan. This
vear, combined donations amounted to no
less than $25,000.

A very muddy Selwyn
House bantam ftootball team beat Lower

1\1!1. VOry II.II‘I‘\'

Canada college to win the GMAA champi
onship in their category in an exciting game
plagued by wet field conditions and bitter

cold.

*The City's annual Halloween home deco
rating contest attracted nany participants,
with lots ol creepy creativity. In lower
Westmount, winner Mark Camacho edged
out neighbour Beverley Leblane, who had
won the two previous yvears. North of
Sherbrooke Street, the Cohen !'.unil_\' ol
Murray Hill Avenue took first prize. Second
prize went to Joanne Gurman ol
Roxborough Avenue and Penny Polak ol
Prospect Street, while the third prize was
awarded to Heather Zipkin of Forden
Crescent and the MacDougall family ol
Prince Albert Avenue.

g e

our way to promote the best |1r1\ai|!|v communication among, the Stlld(.‘l'lt,

his parents and the school.

ST

JANUARY 13

Contact the Admission Office now to register your son

VISIT THE SCHOOLIN ACTION

Families are welcome to join us for a tour of the school
at 8:30 a.m. on January 11 or 12

Financial Assistance Available

SELWYN

Tel: (514) 931-2775
admission@selwyn.ca
95, chemin Core St-Antoine, Westmount, Quebec H3Y 2HEB
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CLASSIFIED DISPLAY 685-4690

FAX 685-3452

Deadline: Word Ads, Monday at 7 p.m. @ Display Ads, Monday at 4 p.m.
Open Tuesday to Friday between 9 a.m. & 5 p.m., and Monday until 7 p.m.

100 Real estate purchase/sale
200 Real estate rent
300 Merchandise

400 Services

500 Personal services

550 Financial services
600 Employment

700 Training and Culture
800 Notices
900 Vehicles

D opricslrsoe QB Popees forsole
Multi-Prets

COURTIER IMMOBILIER AGREE
5 ANS: 5.19%
SERVICES GRATUITS

SUZANNE ALLARD

AGENT IMMOBILIER AFFILIE

DANS VOTRE INTERET

LE MEILLEUR TAUX,
ECONOMISEZ DES MILLIERS DE DOLLARS !

a50) 967-0681

MB5387

@ Flats/
i apartments for rent

Downtown - Prestigious Gleneagles Apt.

Bachelor to 6 1/2 available immed.

Beathtaking view, steps to Downtown

& Mount Royal. 3 bus lines at door.

Near metro. Heat & hot water incl.
For appt. call Barbara:

(514) 935-3907 or (514) 594-7510

D....%
Sb” oportments for renl

THE PARKVIEW
4501 Sherbrooke St. W.

2 bedroom apartments for rent
Rare opportunity
Facing Westmount Park » Doorman &
Please call =

514-924-4383 / 514-932-5468

€1  Cottoges for ent

AYERS CLIFF: charmingly
renovated cottage on
1,000-acre private estate,
Complete with 45 kilometer
groomed ski trails. Very
bright, exposed beam interior,
1-1/2  bedroom, solarium,
woodstove, fireplace, gazebo,
deck. $800/month + utilities or
seasonal: 819-838-4880. Cell:
819-572-0250.

i@ Office / space for rent

OFFICE SPACE TO SUBLET
345 Victoria Avenue
near Sherbrooke,
1,300-sq.ft
Separate entrance,
1,500/month
Available immediately.
Contact Anne-Lise Simond
514-369-7979.

€D Hisclmens e

| HOT TUB 2006 loaded, new in |

|
| plastic, ozonator, full
| warranty. Cost $8,500. Sacri-
| fice $5,500. Delivery Possible
| inc.; 514-989-7488.

HOT TUB, loaded, new in
plastic, ozonator, full warran-
| ty, cost $8,500, sacrifice
5,500; 514-989-7488.

Health

. 3 Opportuniti
@ Miscellaneous services @ hsn'ng:msg: :In!gm "

ADRIENNE DURST M.A
Marital and Family Therapist
Individual - Couple - Family -
Child Therapy. Westmount
location. Insurance receipts
available, Call: 514-928-9927

montrealcounselling.com

CLEAR CRIMINAL RECORDS
with the Mational Pardon Cen-
tre. Your peace of mind guar-
anteed. Remove barriers to
employment, travel, more.
Free consultations;
1-866-242-2411. Apply online:
www.nationalpardon.org.

Member: Better Business
@ Sewing /alterctions ~ BUrea
. @ (ompanion

DRESSMAKER/TAILOR:
Experienced European
method, attentive, personal
service for all your sewing
needs. Lorna; 762-4800.

436

(omputers
NEW LOADED COMPUTER
only 99 cents/day! Everyone's
approved for finance® Get a
loaded MDG Computer with an
Intel CORE2 DUO only 99
cents/day. Includes everythin
you need: 1 GB RAM, 250G
HD, 19-in. LCD flat panel,

| Windows XP and a free* print-

er/scanner/copier. g‘call for
conditions). 1-800-236-2504.

T (onstruction/renovation

| PHONE DISCONNECTED? We
sell prepaid local phone ser-
vice and cheap long distance.
No deposit or credit check.
Sign up online and save 520.
www.tembo.ca or
1-877-468-3626.

POOL TABLE, 100% solid
wood, 1-in, slate w/all acces-
sories, new, still in box. MSRP
$4,800, sell $2.300. Can deliv-
er; 514-989-7841.

THE BOULEVARD
Chateau Bonavista
4555 Bonavista
Deluxe apartments. 4

1 month free.
Doorman, pool, sauna, heat, a/c.

481-8163 Elena 924-4383

POOL TABLE. Solid maple, 1°
slate, with accessories. Never
used. Cost $4,800. Sell
$2,300. Delivery Possible inc.;
514-745-6536.

POOL TABLES starting at
$1,395. All made in Quebec!
40 models. Soccers, shuffle-
boards. games tables, poker
chips, etc. The BIGGEST
manufacturer in  CANADA:
www.canadabilliard.com;

| 450-963-5060

WESTMOUNT: 4-1/2, 1-1/2
bathrooms, hardwood floors
balcony, includes heat/hot

water. $1,500/month;

514-690-4999. Fluts/np?:n::::s heated
@ Flats/apartments heated

el for rent

CSL - WESTMOUNT ADJ.
LE BOULEVARD APTS.

PRESTIGIOUS BUILDING

3 1/2 room apt. - New bathroom
Modern kitchen - New appliances, A/C,
indoor parking, elevator, heating and hot water included

For appointment 514-730-1826 / 514-483-4765

MOVING FROM A LARGE HOME?

RELOCATING TO MONTREAL?
Prestigious building WESTMOUNT ADJ. 3
LE BOULEVARD APTS.

Penthouse approx. 2000 s.f., - Magnificent view, two balconies -
two ceramic tile bathrooms, two bedrooms + den/ottice room,
indoor parking, elevator, A/C, heating and hot water incl,

For appointment 514-730-1826 / 514-483-4765

WANT TO LET
M PEOPLE KNOW

ABOUT AN UP
ponthouse. condo, sk | | COMING EVENT?
Mo bt rooaes] | B e Dokt
514-483-8335. | BULLETIN BoARD!

Free  estimates. Great
service! Great prices!
| 1514-238-3001.

@ Rrewund__

ALL-INCLUSIVE HOLI-
DAYS...Cheapest Airfares and
Package Prices in Canada.
Discounted cruises, hotels,
cars. Book online now and
save! www.canadatravels.com
or call toll-free;
1-800-563-5722.

CERAMICS, Marble, Granite,
installation. 17 years experi-
ence. Quality.  Rehability.
Cleanliness; 514-578-5011

HANDYMAN FOR HIRE
Drywall, paint, plaster and
ceramic. Neat, dependable,
experienced, honest. Bruce
Spencer; 514-824-4663.

REND RAJAN. Ceramics,
plastering, flooring, painting,
bathrooms. Basement special-
ists. FREE  ESTIMATES;
514-236-2509

ABSOLUTELY wvery dry
wood in giant bags (40 kg.).
Free delivery and stacked.
Call Monsieur Bois;
450-443-3749.

€D Teephone eqipment

CHEAPER THAN SCROOGE -
Telephone Reconnect! Switch
for free - call for details! Dis-
connected? Monthly service
only $39.95 and low connec-
tion fee! Call Phone Factory
Reconnect; 1-877-336-2274;
www.phonefactory.ca

@ o '___‘{Jumd

DD  ining/decoraing
PEINTURE:

A1

grix. Estimation  gratuite.
ainting. Best prices. Free
estimate. Int./ext.;
514-362-0076.

hyrniture stripping

Meilleur

FURNITURE TOUCH-UPS
Polishing Service done
on premises. Professional

finisher: antiques, bed-
rooms, dining  rooms,
kitchen  cabinets.  Free

Estimate. Henry. 369-0295.

ABRACADABRA turn vour hid-
den treasures into ready cash
International buver wants to
purchase your antiques, paint-
Ings, china, crystal, silverware,
jewellery, rare books, sports,
movies, posicards. coins,
stamps and records;
514-501-9072

PAYING CASH $$$ for pre
1967 Canadian and U.S.
silver coins in any condition,
will pick up. Information call
Steve; 514-799-3570

USED FURS WANTED.
Mink, fox. and Lynx. Will
pay $100 to $700 cash;
514-844-2151.

@ Domestic services offered

Superb Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

HOW ARE YOUR New Year's
resolutions coming along?
Need help? Call Misty River
Introductions, Quebec's tradi-
tional matchmaker, for your
free consultation; 879-0573.

WHY NOT MAKE a New Year's

INSTANT CASHFLOW! Simple
way to make money without
risking a penny. www.Cash-
flowSteps.com

Miscellaneous finoncial
Services

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS?
Drowning in_debt! Stop the
harassment. Bankruptcy might
not be the answer. Together
let's find a solution-Free Con-
sultation. Bill Hafner-Trustee
in Bankruptcy; 514-983-8700.

@Miscelluneous employment

A JOB AT HOME. FT or PT. No
experience required. Visit our

resolution to meet someone to | Website now: www.thesecret-

share your life with? Call Misty
River Introductions for your
free consultation; 879-0573.

520

Massage
4060 Ste-Catherine West

NEW! MAGIC. Chinese.
Good Service. Receipts;
514-935-4039.

BEAUTIFUL ASIAN GIRLS
Offering professional massa%e
and good service. Atwater. 5t
Laurent; 514-278-1888.

CHEZ POLINA.  Private

Place. The best massage.
New! Relaxing, therapeutic,
private; 514-489-1623.

job.com Code A78

HAIRDRESSERS needed,
bilingual, part-time & full-
time, for seniors’ residence,
nursing home and hospital.
No work on Saturdays. Call
514-766-3553.

P e e s e
PORTIER / WESTMOUNT
Immeuble de Prestige
Bilingue
Salaire & négocier
CV par fax: 450-688-8019

SECRETARY needed with
experience, part-time, must be
computer literate. Between
10-30  hours/week. Send
resume by fax to
514-325-2272.

COME ENJOY A GREAT
TIME AT SALON V.LP.
SWEDISH/CALIFORNIAN

MASSAGE Receipts;
227-3409.

EXCELLENT MASSAGE.
Swedish, relaxation,
therapeutic, clean, quiet,

private. Appointment only.
Receipts. 514-488-9686.

STRESS? Need to unwind?
Wait until we get our hands
on you! Please call today

@ Domesfic services

NANNY REQUIRED to care
for almost 3-vear-old boy in
my home. Dynamic, respon-
sible, trustworthy, non-
smoking. non-allergic to
cats. Located near Metro
Atwater.  Starting soon
Leave message for Daniel,
514-325-2272

@ (omputer grophics/printer

for an ppointment.
MASSOTHERAPY Carmen
514-483-3362.

MERVEILLEUX MASSAGE
3860 Cote-Vertu suile 221
St-Laurent. 514-331-6275.

NEW! CHINESE MASSAGE.
3545 Atwater, free parking.
Receipts; 514-937-7577

uguyzgay!!! IDEAL
SANTE. Bon massage don-

né par asialigues. Regus
pour assurances.

Atwater: 514-768-8882.
Laval: 450-667-2226.

523

Massotherapy
GOOD HEALTH
PROFESSIONAL MASSAGE
RELAXATION MASSAGE
7 days /fweek

@ Ruoling 514-919-2312
NEW! Talent! Relaxing!
nonFl"G & Caiarsi;t desires. 7/7
coupon
BRICKWORK 2834 Allard

Shingle, Metal & Slate Roofs
Chimneys, Bricklaying &
Tuck Pointing
Foundations & Galleries

P. Waish
40 years sxperience

488-1195
cen 824-2579

LW. Maintenance

514-767-8817

COMPUTER TUTOR: experi-
enced teacher will provide
one-on-one tutoring in your
home. Windows, word-pro-
cessing, spreadsheets. E-mail,
Internet, digital photography,
troubleshooting, buying or up-
grading computer system,
Mike: 514-488-3972.

A CAREER TEACHING
ENGLISH INTERNATIONALLY
begins  with  professional
traiming. A 5-day certificate
course will be offered by the
College of Applied Linguistics
in Montreal February 7-11 & in
Ottawa January 31-February
.. To register for an Open
House cali 1-888-246-6512.
v.INTLcollegeoflinguis-
tics.com

EXPLORING THE BIBLE: A free
basic Bible correspondence
course designed for everyone.
For your copy: ETB, P.0. Box
154, Shelburne, ON, LON 185,
exploringthebible@yahoo.com

MATH & PHYSICS TUTOR.
For families that seek the

7

JIM (514) 917-8192

@D  tuinoy |25 Seconginy School
NEW! GREAT MASSAGE
Beautiful Girls. 1331 Ontari
geautto Gris 133 Onaol B) (e
E D o DEMANDES/WANTED
A Y A
JIM CHIMNEY INC.
PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP| |
CAMIONS/TRUCKS
99 VOITURES/CARS
taxes incl. — T.|°Pms§§s -
363-6010
Bhres d 21 hres

Continued from CIVIC ALERT, page 7

He and his wife, Marilyn Gillis, con-
tributed a three-part Big Moment — October
3, when council held an information meeting
about the project, October 7 when the
Barnards and friends formed the Save 1!
Park group “almost spontaneously.” Since
then, their petition has attracted 700 names.

Barnard is proud of his research into the
park and has discovered that 100 years ago,
Alderman J.H.Sherrard led council through
the provision of $300,000 to buy land on the
southern side of Westmount Park.

His natural irony emphasized the word
“Park.”

Rotary champion

Few can begin to match Jim Griffin’s contri-
bution to the city. He is not only well-known
as the head of the family plumbing business
his grandfather founded, but as a community
activist, too.

The year brought him the opportunity to
be president of Westmount Rotary Club
again — the first person in its history who has
held the office twice, the initial time being 20
years ago.

“The opportunity to serve in Rotary is
very important to me and was the Big
Moment of the year. | am very impressed with
all the things it has been able to do around the
world. Here I remember the wheelchairs we
were able to supply, and there is always the
Manoir, which cares for so many people.”

Personal note

As for Don Wedge, my big thrills have been
the visits of our daughters, Roberta and
Toanna, as well as grandson, Sebastian
Crawley. The birth of Sophie Wedge was
enhanced by a wonder of the age when
family pictures arrive the same day they are
taken. Wife Sylvia was only away once in the
UK this year and there was only one midnight
ambulance ride to the Royal Vic.

[ greatly appreciate the readers of Civic
Alert, including those who occasionally
criticize, and I am enormously grateful to
those whose support makes it possible each
week. I'm no entertainer, but I struggle to
inform and explain.

My poor prose would not be readable
without some tough editing before even the
Examiner editor sees my copy. Weekly, two
critical volunteers separately and together,
turn the sow’s ear into something I hope vou
find acceptable, even if not a silk purse.

* Community activist Don Wedge can be
reached at calert@web.net. His columns are
archived at www.westimountexaminer.com, go

to Opinion,

SEND THE EDITOR AN E-MAIL:
larsenw®@transcontinental.ca
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2006: THE YEAR IN REVIEW
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Selwyn House School’s bantam Gryphons football team came out on top in 2006
ri- N b *The City of Westmount announced that  until Municipal Affairs Minister Nathalie  Examiner reader called it a “chainsaw mas
Vil Ovem er this winter the outdoor skating experience  Normandeau takes action to create a more  sacre” while others expressed their shock al
S5 *Quebec Licutenant Governor Lise  will be enhanced by a new addition to the  democratic system. how many trees had actually been felled
ty Thibeault was one of several dignitaries on  Public Works inventory—a mini-Zamboni “The Quebec government has created a 120 in all.  Mayor Marks was quick to
hand to officially open a new ramp at the  device that would resurface the city’s outdoor  structure that we consider to be unfair and — explain the City's position that the cutting
to entrance of St. Léon de Westmount Church.  rinks. “It’'s actually an attachment that will it unjust,” said Marks. "And yesterday’s  was necessary to restore the park to its
1b The ornate ramp, built of stone and concrete,  on the front of one of our tractors,” said City ~ budget—which shocked us all—has once  original state.
as was installed to provide easier access to the  councillor George Bowser, Westmount's — again proved that the executive committee
20 church for disabled and elderly parishioners.  commissioner of public works. has the ability to abuse their power and to “The City of Westmount presented its
“This is a facility that meets people’s needs,” exercise a conflict of interest in transferring 2007 municipal operating budget, and while
is said Father Yves Guillemette, St. Léon’s the increase in budget, the increase intaxes to - property taxes on the average Westmount
Ig pastor. D b our residents, in order to fulfill their promis- — home were lowered by 1.34 per cent, a 4.09
h ecem er es Lo the Montreal residents,” Marks said. rise in agglomeration taxes meant that
e *Still recovering from its recent tragedy, *Frustrated by the 2007 agglomeration Westmounters would be paying nearly 2 per
€ Dawson College announced the construction  budget, which again raises taxes in the *Public outcry over the Sunnyside Park  cent more in property taxes than last year. In
e of a new theatre and the expansion of its atri-  demerged cities, Mayor Karin Marks and her  refurbishing came to a climax when several — all, owners of the average single-family
um. The project would include a 192-seat  fellow mayors of demerged cities decided to  residents saw the extent of the tree-cutting  dwelling in Westmount will be receiving a
Elizabethan theatre to be used by the college’s  boycott the agglomeration meetings—at least — operation beneath the Summit lookout. One  combined tax bill of $9,872 in 2007.
acclaimed professional theatre department, — e R -
n which has been mounting its productions at
! the Dome Theatre in St. Henri.
s *The holiday season was ushered in with
1 the annual Artisan Festival, which trans-
e formed Victoria Hall into a colourful haven g
o with handicrafts of all descriptions. No less
t than 34 artisans gathered to offer the public

an eclectic array of wares. “People are saying
it's the best show we ever had,” said Ilyse
Segal, who co-organizes the event each year
with Flora-Lee Wagner.

«Eleven months after a fire forced them

out of their condo building at the corner of

de Maisonneuve and Melville Avenue, dis-
placed residents had still not been allowed to
return home. “It’s been almost a year now,”
said an exasperated Robert David. “They
have not seen fit to rebuild the building; they

.c just ignoring us at this point.” David and

several of his fellow residents cited the build-

ing’s insurance company for the unreason-

ably long delavs.

*The TAG Teen Centre celebrated a signif-
icant milestone—10 years of existence in the
community. Under the guidance of director

Jared MacSween, the gang celebrated with a

couple of birthday cakes at their current
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headquarters in the Westmount Arena. :
Dawson College students ‘took back’ their school in September, a
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LET OUR FAMILY

TAKE CARE

www.Lremillard.com

#3 AGENT

IN RoYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE
(WESTMOUNT OFFICE)

ATt

The best buy in Westmount! Sun-filled beautiful 3-storey family home. X-hall plan with large entertaining areas. 5 b
All redone. In mint condition. Garden. 2-car parking. $899,000
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