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BENJAMIN GUTL SACK
a Preface by
SAUL HAYES, 0€.,9¢., LLD.

When B. G. Sack passed away in Montreal on
May 2, 1967, he left his life work, his History of
the Jews m Canada, unfinished.

The Canadian Jewish Congress had published the
English version of the first volume, in the transla-
tion of Ralph Novek, in book form in 1945. It
covered the period before 1900. A second edition of
the History was issued in paper back by Harvest
House in Montreal in 1965.

Parts of the history had first appeared in Yid-
dish in the Jewish Daily Eagle and in an English
version in the Canadian Jewish Chronicle in 1925.
The following year the Sack history occupied the
first eighty pages of The Jew wn Canada which
Arthur Daniel Hart edited in Toronto.

The original Yiddish version appeared in book
form in 1948.

Sack’s work is scattered in the columns of the
Eagle, where he had been one of the editors for
many years, under his own name and under such
noms de plume as Ben Zakay, Esterson, Ben Ziku-
nim, B. Gurman and G. Lipes.

His writings also appear in the German-language
Encyclopaedia Judaica; he was contributing editor
of the Umwversal Jewish Encyclopaedia.

Sack edited the Thirtieth Anmiversary Souvenir
Book of the Jewish Public Library, 1914-44 (in
English and in Yiddish. 21,19 p.)

He had also contributed to the YIIVO Blaetter,
the Publications of the American Jewish Historical
Society, the Mexico City Forois, the St. Petersburg
Der Freind, the New York Varheit, Tageblatt, Tog,

zunkunft and Yiddisher Kemfer, the Russian
Razsviet, the Hebrew Dror and Hatzofeh; to such
Canadian publications as the Winnipeg Canader
Yid, the Folkszeitung, edited in Montreal by Leon
Chazanovitch, and the Canadian Jewish Chronicle.

In addition to his historical and journalistic pub-
lications, Sack also translated Hugo's poetry, work
by De Amicis, De Vigny, and Alfred de Musset’s
The Romance of a Teacher and Pierre et Camulle
into Yiddish, for the Eagle and the Yiddisher Kem-
fer.

Sack was not only the outstanding historian of the
Jewish community; for all intents and purposes he
was the first.

When he began his work early in the century, he
had very little prior writing to base his work on.
Several items in the press, in books on Montreal, and
in the pages of the Jewish Encyclopaedia by Clarence

de Sola, the History of the Congregation of Spanish
and Portuguese Jews Shearith Israel of Montreal,
1918 (no authorship cited), several articles by Rab-
bi J. J. Price and that was nearly all there was
when Sack began his work.

Nor were the original sources voluminous or ac-
cessible. As early as 1911 he pointed out in a series
on Canadian Jewish history in a Winnipeg news-
paper that the materials essential for an understand-
ing of the community were in at least four languages
and scattered over several continents. That far back
he called for “a home for our history, a centre for
our collections, so that we may not need to huddle in
alien corners.”
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The young pre-war immigrant to Canada had not
been academically schooled in either history or lite-
rature, in the critical disciplines of research, the
retrieval of information, the organization of mate-
rials.

To these difficulties we must add personal handi-
caps. At birth he was stricken with muscular dystro-
phy. “From childhood, I could move my body only
with great difficulty,” he once mentioned in a rare
moment of personal reminiscence. His fine pride
usually forbade reference to a condition which only
added to a record of achievement rendered secretly
heroic by these circumstances.




“His life is a gripping study in the potential force
of the human will,” wrote Joseph M. Diamondstone,
pioneer Canadian Yiddish journalist, in the 1932
jubilee edition of the Eagle, (P. 66).

He belonged to that remarkable Jewish generation
of European-born (in his case at Abeli in Lithua-
nia on January 31, 1899) which was not exposed to
formal training in the west European model.

His father was poor even by the low standards
of that shtetele. At five he was sent to a cheder.
“However, owing to my physical condition, T could
not attend regularly, sometimes missing many weeks
and months. I have never attended any secular
school.

“T had a teacher for only five months, when I was
fourteen. It so happened that a teacher came to my
town who taught pupils privately. One day, at the
home of a school friend of mine, he noticed my
handwriting which he thought was very beautiful,
and he inquired about me. Next day the teacher
came to my home offering his services. My mother

His signature

engaged him to teach my sister for one hour; how-
ever, he offered to teach me without a fee, for my
parents were very poor. My father was in Canada
by then. I had these lessons for five months. When
the winter was over my teacher left the town.”

But for his generation the hunger for systematic
learning and for the culture which the west had ac-
cumulated was a compelling force, an ideology which
almost substituted for religion. Auto-didacticism was
the core of living, so that even before he joined
his father in Montreal in 1905 he had already learned
German and Russian.

“I began to read any book I could lay my
hands on, the classics of both languages and the
critics of world literature such as Brandes. I
began to learn mathematics and the French and
English languages by myself. When I was fif-
teen I assisted the Civil Rabbi of the town in
writing birth certificates and briefs for city
hall and for the court.”

The idealism of his generation was remarkable. As
they reached this land of golden promise — promise
the land and the people kept generously over the
decades — thousands of these newcomers bore cen-
trally in the conduct of their lives, in their private
ethos and in their philosophy the responsibility for

the public weal, for the better direction of society
and for the resolution of Jewry’s problems. They
were not drowned in the currents of problems of the
new continent, of adjustment or in the dazzling op-
portunities for advancement and for riches. They
found additional energies for community work, for
ideology, for the creation of a unique society in
which they lived here.

Characteristically : the economic depression of
1907 struck the Jewish needle trade workers in par-
ticular; soup kitchens in Montreal and Toronto
staved off actual hunger. That year Sack wrote a
play, The Worker, which was produced in aid of the
unemployed.

Sack’s environment in Canada was the folk of the
Eagle constituency. His associates were a remarkable
generation of creative literary and communal per-
sonages : H. Wolofsky, Israel Rabinovitch, Rabbi C.
Kruger, J. I. Segal, A. M. Klein, S. Belkin, L.
Zuker, H. M. Caiserman, N. J. Gotlib, M. Dickstein,
Rabbi J. L. Zlotnick, S. Wiseman, J. Zipper, Rabbi
S. Pietrushka, S. Dunsky, H. Novek, S. Shmuelson,
H. Hirsch, A. A. Roback and many other unjustly
forgotten.

Sack had a vivid and dynamic sense of this Cana-
dian Jewish presence, as is evidenced in his volumi-
nous comment published over scores of years of
Yiddish journalism. He immersed himself in the day
by day development of his community. There was
nothing of the dry antiquarian in this researcher of
the records.

Sack shared their extraordinary dedication to an
interpretation of Judaism all their own, and he

adopted one mansion in this house as his own: the
history of the new community.

To this cause he dedicated himself as priest and
prophet are dedicated — single minded, driven to the
perfect service of the Highest.

A disintegrating newspaper clipping of April 18,
1924 headed, “Our As Yet Unwritten Canadian
Book” records his appreciation of history as an in-
valuable treasure of a people.

His investigation into the past of the community
— born in distant homelands — had given him a
fresh understanding of the Jewish contributions to
the society in which he was living, of its uniqueness,
of its development and of the link it was forming in
the long chain of Judaism.
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Abeli — Sack’s native willage

Sack wrote that French Canada had responded to
Durham’s taunts as an incomplete nation without a
history by producing the works of Michel Bibaud
and of Garneau. Sack called upon the Jewish com-
munity to produce its own chronicles and self-
studies.

In some way still not clear, the materials from
far-flung archives, most reliable and most illuminat-
ing, surfaced and reached Sack. He interpreted them
and used them to construct from them a framework
of an informed history which has become an invalu-
able book in the history of Canada and in the annals
of the Jewish people.

His editor, Israel Rabinovitch, recalled that the
very first issue of the Eagle carried Sack’s work.
“Sack, the journalist, has every reason to thank the
Almighty that the historian emerged unscathed from
the newspaper career which pressed upon him with
the great weight of hour-by-hour duties at the desk.

“For when does a newspaperman have the leisure
to engage in basic writing? Certainly not in the
normal working hours, for they belong to the paper.
It is only in the very early hours of daylight, or late
at night when the cock tries out crowing at the pro-
mise of a new day — only then can a journalist
spare some energy for belles lettres, if such are his
ambitions, or some searching for an historic work,”
he wrote out of his knowledge of the sounds of the
minutes when the deepest night merges into dawn.
(Eagle, May 9, 1939)

Unfortunately, the work only approaches the
opening of the twentieth century. Yet in the seven

decades since then the community has multiplied.
The epoch before 1900 is only prefatory. He had
written the prelude to the years of substantive living
of the community, to the significant, decisive, dra-
matic saga of a Canadian community.

His fine volume is an introduction to the record of
these Canadian citizens, to the story of their migra-
tion, their integration, the formation of their com-
munity, their battle against prejudice, their con-
tributions to the nation’s war efforts and to its
literature, to its constitution, economics and inter-
nal social conflicts, of their mite towards the restora-
tion of Israel’s sovereignty, to the rescue of their
brothers who remained in Europe, to their religious
experience and to their synagogual morphology.
There are histories upon histories here to be written,
somehow forming a unity and a new incorporation
of the national form of Judaism.

This history has remained unwritten as yet. No
new Sack has arisen to supersede him or even to
supplement him.

After completing his first volume he continued his
researches in order to reach an era closer to our
own. But he was not fated to complete them.

On his passing, he left a brief draft in Yiddish
dealing with the first years of the new century. But
it was only a draft. Meticulous as he was in his
writing and acutely sensitive to what was published
over his name, we find it hard to tell whether he
would have wished to have this incomplete draft ap-
pear.
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But only the living can make decisions, and we
are now placing before the reader the edited text of
these posthumous chapters in the translation of Anne

Glass, the daughter of the long-time colleague at
the Eagle, Israel Medres.

It is gratifying to note Sack’s long association
with the Canadian Jewish Congress in his capacity
of objective and interested journalist. There is sa-
tisfaction, also, in remembering that Congress had
occasion to be helpful in the publication of his books.
Congress’ recognition of his person was expressed in
1961 when he was honoured at the Plenary Session
of Congress as dean of our history writers and jour-
nalists.

In dedicating this issue of Canadian Jewish
Archives to his work, our intention goes beyond
appreciation of his work and of his personality. We
believe that these pages constitute an addition to the
small shelf of Canadian Jewish histories, a supple-
ment to Sack’s volume which is the premier book of
this Jewish Canadiana.
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CHAPTER ONE

lorld Jewry was unable to share in the universal hope-
fulness and optimism that hailed the Twentieth Century as the
dawn of a new enlightenment in the history of mankind - the
long-awaited culmination and fulfilment of the loftiest aspir-
ations of the human race.

Confronted by the tragic realities of daily life in their
environment, the bewildered Jews of Europe could feel no elation
or promise in the oft-repeated avowals of renewed faith in
human ideals. To them such utterances sounded hollow and mean-
1nglcss, in no relation to their stark existence. Anti-Semitic
reaction was unabated, striking terror into their lives - the
terror of pogroms and ever increasing legal restrictions - and
evoking anew the age-long perplexities that now so urgently
cried out for a solution.

To flee their hostile native homelands seemed to them the
only way out of an unbearalbe situation, and to this end the
Jews of Europe in their desperation bent all their energies
and resources. Spurred by economic hardship no less than by
political and social reprLSblon. a massive exodus began from
Jewish towns and villages in Europe The emigration, larger
than ever before, was to flow in nany directions, but the bulk
of the wanderers headed for the New World. By the time of the
First World War, more than one and a half million Jews had been
transplanted from Europe to this side of the Atlantic.

In the first years of the century Canada, too, was beginning
to attract its share of that migration. Arriving here in gradu-
ally increasing numbers, this new influx of Jewish settlers was
to have a far-re achlng impact on the young community which was
already established in this country, imparting to it new vigour
and contributing immeasurably to its future growth and develop-
ment. As a direct result of the impetus prov1dud by this dynamic
stream of immigration, in those early years Jewish life
across Canada became more clearly de {Lneat d, rapidly acquiring
fresh interests, problems and needs.

The remarkable change in the composition and character of
the community took place wvirtually overnight. Suddenly one was
aware of the Jewish masses actually reshaping the Jewish environ-
ment.

Where did these Jewish masses come from? They were, of
course, a part of that vast migration which overflowed into
Canada as it gained momentum, originating from various lands in




Europe such as Russia, Austria, Germany, Poland, Rumania, Galicia,
and so on. The mass nature of this human inflow is apparent: the
number arriving during the first five years of the twentieth cen-

tury (17,288) surpassed the total Jewish population in the country
in 1900. (The census of 1901 records the number of Jews in Canada
as 16,40C1.) ;

Regardless of their place of origin, and despite the initial
hardships encountered in the adjustment to a new life, the ncw-
comers were unanimous in their gratification at having found a
haven of refuge in the new land. As they breathed freely in the
young country that had received them, they strove in every way to
express their loyalty and devotion. -

Inevitably the absorption of such a large numbder of new
arrivals within a few years should prove a strain on the limited
resources of the small scattered Jewish communities throughout
the country. : »

The problem was particularly acute in Saint John, N.B., where
the newly-reorganized Jewish Immigrant Aid Society found itself
unable to supply aid for all the newcomers, many of whom were
without any means whatsocver. The Jews of Saint John nevertheless
did everything possible, evoking praise from the Saint John Globe.
This was in sharp contrast with the attitude of the anti-Semitic
Weekly Sun of Toronto. Goldwin Smith's publication wrote of this
immigration that "no invasion could be worse".

What seemed like an "invasion” to these opponents of the
Jews, however, later proved to be of the greatest benefit to
Canada. Jews adapted themselves far more rapidly to the demo-
cratic way of life than new arrivals of other ethnic groups.

Like their predecessors of an earlier age and thelr successors

in years to come, the Jewish immigrants of that period contributed
a great deal to their new country, while at the same time enrich-
ing the life of the Jewish community.

The scope of Jewish life became broader and more diversified
in the first years of the century as a result of thelir presence.
The community acquired the specific features and characteristics
that have persisted to the present day. In fact, it was during
this period and under the impact of these new arrivals that the
foundations were laid for development of the Canadian Jewish
community as it was to evolve in the decades to follow.

If the history of Jews in Canada may be divided into three
distinct periods, namely, the Sephardi, the Anglo-Germanic and
the Eastern European immigrant, this division became most apparent
during this period. -




As it merged with the previously existing Jewish settlement,
the new stream of humanity added vitality and dynamism to Jewish
life. The typical immigrant of this era differed from those of
former days. Primarily an integral part of the "masses", a
"folks-mentsch", he was intensely devoted to everything Jewish,
bringing with him new ideas and permeated by that healthy folk-
initiative that ecagerly sought an outlet. All that he built and
created in the new land struck deep and lasting roots.

Some of the established Jewish leaders of the community at
that time were not without certain misgivings, however. Thay
were disconcerted by the appearance and habits of the immigrants
which they regarded as too conspicuous and therefore incompatible
with successful absorption as future Canadian citizens. They
would have preferred to see a prompt and deliberate attempt on
the part of the newcomers to eradicate all traces of their
European~Jewish origin - discarding the old ways, the habits
and even the language to which they were accustomed. The re-
tention of their mother tongue, Yiddish, regarded by many as
the Jewish "jargon", seemed a particular source of embarrassment
to them, as is shown by the fact that its use at a public meeting
in Montreal created a near scandal.

When speeches were delivered in Yiddish at a political
gathering of Jewish citizens in that city, a storm of protest
rose from the leaders of the Baron de Hirsch Institute. Letters
poured into the non-Jewish press denouncing those guilty of this
unseemly offence. Their indignation knew no bounds. Even the
President of the Canadian Zionist Organization was among those
who protested. One complainant went so far as to accuse the
culprits of attempting to set up a Jewish ghetto in Montreal -
indicative of the obsequious mentality that prevailed among
some of the leaders of the community at that time.

This same attitude was discernible on various occasions
and under different circumstances. A former president of the
Baron de Hirsch Institute announced that it was virtually "a
part of their religion” to "Canadianize” the newcomers. It was
naturally assumed that what constitutes true “Canadianization®
was to be determined by none other than these leaders. In their
view it was essential for all Jews, particularly immigrants, to
avoid any kind of behaviour that would cause them to be conspicu-
ous. Whatever hostility existed towards the Jews, they believed,
would vanish if only the latter were prepared to alter their ways -
an opinion which found expression in the distinguished periodical,
the Jewish Times.

As for its geographical distribution, we learn from the census
of 1901 that Jews were living in 149 cities and towns in Canada,

-

in a'rost every well populated comtre. While-Montraal,
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Toronto, Winnipeg, Hamilton and Ottawa contained the 1
number, Jews ware alao to be found in rural arcas. Je
recorded to be living even in Dawson City in the Yukon.

Thougn the reco no information regarding

rds of 1901 provide
economic distribution, it is safe to assume that the majority of
Jews were engaged in various branches of tw; nzedle trades as
well as in peddling and in rzstail merchandising. The Jewish
memobers of the industry in Hontreal were already organized in a
union which was regarded as the strongest union in that city.
According to the same census of 1901, there were twenty-

two synagogues in Canada at that time - four in Montreal, seven
in Quebec, seven in Ontario and the remainder in various other
12 comibined m

centres. While t embership of all the synagogues
was 2,380, therzs were 5,875 places available for Nor;thpurSc
Furthermore, ten Jewish Sunday schools were in existence, with
a total enroliment of 580 chiidren

While there was a tendency Pworq some Jews to surround

themselves with an aura of comp ncy in the belief that all
was well, subsequent events wers show tirtat this belief was
based on illusion.
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This complacency was scon shattered by an incident that
had painful implications. For it involved the Jewish historical
background in this country and the ﬂomnumoration of the first
Jewish pioneer settlers, a commemoration now in danger of being
snamefully violated.

1)

i

\bout mid-July of 1201 there appeared in a newspaper in
Three Rivers an official notice to tahe effect that the city had
applied to the Superior Court for a permit to expropriate the
old Jewish cemetery belonging to ¢ dart family, for

"sanitary reasons”. ApcurJL“wlg it had become necessary to
remove all the graves located in that ground To Lul“ end
notice was given that in the absence of any objections from
interested persons within th” nextct fifteen days, the petition
would be granted. Upon rece ipt of this news, Mr. Louis A. Hart
of Montreal ‘authorized ir. S. W. Jacobs to act as his attorney
in fighting the request.

tiie local

1

N

! t tion revealed that the "sanitary reasons® were no
more than a pre & : me: Y, Wi h had once served not
only the Hart family but other Jswish residents of Quebec as
well, had not been in use for over forty ye e land wasg
now put on sale for the simple reason that [

were no longer interested in retaining it. Havi
of the Catholic population, these descendants of

sent owners
become part
f1ie early Harts




felt no attachment to the historical Jewish burial ground which
they now sought to dispose of

Moreover, it was too late to do anythinﬁu The pl
and the grav~g. together with their OWig*n al tombstones:
removed to another Jewish cemetery in Threc Rivers o©
donated for that purpose by Ezekial Hart. To make matte
the disinterment was carried out without a rabbi to ensu
ence to Jewisih ritual; only one solitary menwer of the
a non-~Jdew, was present.

;
;

re adnher-

2

This event naturally aroused profound indignation within the
Montreal T"J""’nuu.l...j A meeting of the congregations was convaened
by leaders of the ‘“anlad~PortugJe roup to explere the possi-
bilities of uﬂ;erta ing action R tment pervaded the assembly
as d;l;gdtuf gave vent tc theilr anger they asked whether 3ucb
an incident would ever be allowed to occur if a Christian cenete
had been involved.

Everyone was aware, however, that this £f£lagrant de-'-“'j was pv
now lf;»VSlolnluv Thelr real concern came from fear les 1
desacration be repeated if and when the owners of the r
burial ground in Thrcee Rivers should one day decide to
of that cemetery as well. Such a situation did in fact
several vears later.

This time it was obvious thaat it would be futile to attempt
to preserve the old cemetery. To prevent the further violation
of the remains and of the memory of those early Canadian Jewisi
pioneers, the Spanish-—-Portugquese congregation had the bodies re-
interred with their original gravestones in its own burial ground
in kMontreal.

Meanwhile, new problems diverted attention to other areas.

With t t growthh of immigration there w n
ahtipat&y to the large numbers of ihcoming Jews . Tl
ing found expression in the daily »ress, und not only
papers under the influence of Goliwin Smith. Rabbi S .
tne Holy Blossom Congregation in Toronto drew attention to this
in his sermons. He accuszed the Toronto newspapers of deliber-
ately misrepresenting the Jews, to their detriment. He cited a

news item where, in a report of thirty lines involving a Jew, the
word Jew appeared no fewer than seven times.
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In Montreal this phenomenon also involved a lea'
such as the Hontreal Gazette, in which two article
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taining a thinly veiled protest against the re cent ad




Canacda of Jews from Rumania. Far from ;vivcinc svmpathy or admir-
ation for the sufferings and endurance of the refugee newcomers,
one of the articles even justified Rumania's persecutions,

On the other hand, the officia
Jews gave not the slightest cause for complaint. The author-
ities in no way shared the anti-$

Cile

emitic prejudice expressed in
other quarters; on the contrary, they ware sympathetic and laudatory
towards the achnisvements and apbilities of the Jewishn settlers.

An incident illustrating this fact occurred during the visit o
the Duke and Duchess of Ceorawall (later Xing George V and Jueen
iMary) to Canada in 1901 - when a Jewish girl, Norma Hamburger, was
chosen in Victoria, 3.C. ©0 make a presentation of flowers to the
Duchess. Among the invitad guests to the official reception in
nonour of the roval VLSltqu nzld in the Provincial Parliament,
theére were many Jews, including S. Openhelmer, ¥. Landsierg, Samuel
(later Judge) Schultz and the Rev. lontague N. A. Cohen.

Isolated incidents of prejudice on the part of individuals
connected 1n some way Wi overnment agencies n;g;t occur herz and
d .

therz, "but the
cause ror concer
they ‘had the fu ympathy of ::n authorities, and it was this
COHfluanU and sense of security that enabled them to devote their
energies to the work and interests that lay closest to their hearts
and needs.

re and too trivial to give any real
the whole could fecl confident that

dy, problems of

Zionism, Jewish education, relief for th ee
re 551 r off the daily

gious Judaism = these living is

e

da. Thney were _vguna wherever a Jewi ommunity sprang up,
greater or 13,5fr cgree, depending oi > size of the settle-~
nt. At the annual convention of the Zionist Federation in
acember 1201, President Clarence I. de Sola (1858~1220) reported
that Zionist membe shiz throughout the country had grown to over a
thousand. It was at this meeting that we first encounter the name

~

of A. J. Freiman (183(C-1244) as a delegate from QOttawa.
o)
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<k in a number of Piti;s with the aim of

1 causes, and of new societies Quing formed.

graw by i u)% and bounds as eve increaclng

wn into its ranks. New wQOCJ_at:Loa were organized
in Aonbreal and Dttawaq and in such widely separated points as Van-
couver, Brandon in Nova Scotia. Jewish miners from

Cape Breton, recent meigra 1cs from Rumania, were among those par-

ticipating in the initial meeting of the Glace Bay association.
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The education of children and the shaping of a way of life in
the new surroundings were matters of importance to each community.,
This was particularly true of Montreal, where zhe Jewish population
began to grvw at an unprecedented rate. Towards the end of the year
1501 Rabbi Hirsh Cohen (13 <==1550) became the principval of the
Talmud Toraqq upon the depari its founder, Rabbi A. M. Ashin-
sky (1866-1954). The latter had served for six vears as rabbi of
the Bnai Jacob Synagogue and as principal of the Talmud Torah.
Located at 401 Lagauchetiere Street, its president was Mr. M.
Denenberg, for many years among if st dedicated and tireless
supporters.
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The same year saw the founding of a Talmud Torah in Saint John,
N.B., through the efforts of Rabbi H. Wo ins.y, who had been called
by the Ahavath Achim congr anFL01 in that city. Among the very
first tasks he uniertook. to which hes attached the utmost import-
ance, was to maks available to the children the facilities for a
Jewish education. Saint Joan at that time numbered 283 Jews ~ a
community which, despite its small size. nad made substantial con-
tributions to the relief of needy immigrants arriving there.

A similar con
construction of tn:
stone for which wa

rn with Jewish education in Winnipeq led to the
first Talmud Torah building there, the corner-
laid in 1901. Designed to accommo date 150

a
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children, the school was build in conjunction with the Shaare Zedek
synagogue in that city.

About this time the rebuilding of the 0ld Bnai Jacob synagogue
was undertaken on the same site as the original structure (the
present day De Bullion Street), which by now was in a deteriorated

condition. This was the building which unti: the year 1886 had
aoused the German-Polish congregation and whos: walls had witnessed
30 rwuch of the early history of the liontreal community. It was
demolished and a naw Synagogue erected in its placz. In may 1902
tiie cornerstone was laid in an impressive ceremony; the most ardent
address on this occasion was delivered by the reform Rabbi Isaac
Landman of Temple Emanuel.

In Ottawa the Agudath Achim Congrega
into its own ‘u;l”;dﬁ on Rideau Street
the Ottawa ccmmuulLy as beginning to com

ion was preparing to move
sg'b, its small numbers,

into prominence, par-
thal as alderman in

tlcularl{ since the elactlon of Samuel Rosen
1902,



CHAPTER TWO

An event of major importan
the official ope ning on #May 28,
to serve as the home of th 32
nor-General of Canada,
pressing inis prcfvuni

......

1ce for the Montreal community was
02 of the new edifice that was
de Hirsch Institute. %The Gover-
dedicated the building. ExX-
his honour - the more s0 be-
cause tne Baron and Baroness de Hirscihi were personal friends of

his - the Sov¢rnsr~ﬁene;» ibute to the couple's noble
philanthropic deeds.
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uished guests at the ceremony were the prominent
Frenc] riiliSC Josepir I. Tarte: a representative of the
F;lvfal Cabinet; the Principal of McGill University; the Mayor :of
Montreal . the French Cazsu) -General; and members of the Protestant
School Commission. Mr. Tarte praised the work of the Institute

and expressed admiration for the quaiities displayed by the Jawish
population. In his view the Jews were a minority similar to the
French~Canadians, also ' every right to hold their heads high

1S i J/ —
and not to feel inferior to their English compatriots.

1
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The new home of the Baron de
subsequently became an all
Montreal. ®Wot only did it serve
clubs and organizations, wﬁiﬂ
significant community projects, !
of the Jewish pOLOhL“dL¢0u Agency,
in various parts of Canads

Ao 1
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itute on Bleury Street
ty centre for Je’;
a mecting place for various
tituted the groundwork for many
it was also the headquarters

wh

=

ich directed farm programs
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t was also the centre of immigrant
relief work, distributing aid to the needy. In addition,; the
Institute maintained a library, carried over from the old building

the initial contribution for which had
cre s also a day school for child-
ren, as well as avening classes for adults

on st. Elizabetn Street
coama Frem T A o trathcons N e R
COie IrIrom LOxXrda otrachcona. Ll g was 4

The scope of educational services provided by the Institute
can be glcaned from the Dircctors’ report for the year 19%902. We
learn, for o.unglb that apart from adult evening classes that
were crowded to capacity, the Baron dz Hirsch school had an enroll-
ment of 470 children, comprising 221 boys and 242 girls. In ad-
dition to the regular school curriculum, one hour a iay was devoc d
to the study of TE”W"wJ The pupils £

of immigrant families, the majority £

ng year: an in-
f Rumanian immi-
7 avplicants for

An even clearer picture emerges the follow
in attendance to 583. The predominan

C
is evident from the fact that of the 2,61

= B
ance from the Baron de ﬁlrs:b Institute in 1904, more than
nalf, 1365, had come from Rumani
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A far more serious prceciolem soon 100m2C

surprisingly, tuae 1nflux of new set
en problems. This was true waerever
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exrs qgve rise to
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the horizon. This
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was the old vexatious school question, quch for so many years had

been the centre of bitter cont;ov~ruf. Th
embeddad in a series of “awoﬂ*ﬂrf
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schocl system

Jews possessed no specific rights with reg

-heir children. They had been expected to
of tne school board
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After the law had been
anded in 1870, this time granting Je
school taxes to the school system of thei
major;ty of cases they chose the Protesta
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immediate causc of tiie crisis in
e on the part of Lhe educational

nips to Jewish pupils who quall

Ja) Matters cama2 tc a head
chool Board declared that only thosc Jewi
ents were school tax-payers,
gible to receive schelarships. A pa f:L:vl
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spearheaded a.legal case that brought long

grievances to the fore.
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On Hovember .5th of that vear the lagal firm of 3. W. Jacoos
filed a petition in the Superior Court of Montreai 1 ;
'nsler; father of Jacob,; a:ui': the ruling
-ant School Board "which exc gincl
L > Jewish faith from the ﬁva114qes of a schola:
clarad null and void". The petitior : ¥ t

r
1

.
order the Protestant School Commiss
high school on an equal focting with

thelir action wa cile old one of ins @Y ]
theyvy claimed, was forced to subsidi ucation of Jewish

-3
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v Je nool-tax-vayers was
2 of malntalﬁimg these childrern in the

schools, and it was under no obligation to continue to saoulder

¢ ' > % 11 ' h discrimination

e
chools began to be prac-

Mioral considerations,

entered into the picture. ted ou natc tlv elo)
keeping Jewish pupils in the Protestant schcools amounted to
: 0 a 1y a LT&CLLO: of which came from Jew'sh tax
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grthc:mor:, the Protestant School Board was paying %800
to maintain a teact uﬂ.‘?f Jebrew in the Baron de dirsch

The BO?rd was ch refore fully within its rights when it
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denied to some Jewisil \ildren a privilege enjoyed by their Chris

tian schoolmates.
Neve ;1vl: , there was reae
motive lay
was pointed Do |
fact that of forty scrt
that year, ten were Jaws, a

= ot e S e e I e i e JUIRLR L U oL
_L:)O]. 10N Orf u2W1Sil TC nNon=Jawlisil i,":'lifjl 1S,

T o 5 - W Jo} ~ T = 2 e o e e 2 R L3 - X AR T o N e PRI
Nevertiheless, the claim of i1nsuifficient revenue Lecame the
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The Lﬁaﬂdui ty was outragad That such unzthical methods
should be practised on innocent children. seemed a viclation of
noral princx;lgsy the more so because they wers perpetrated so
demonstratively. That some local Jewish lesaders sought to restrain
their reaction to this event is implied in the fact that the case




was not even reported in the Jewish Times. Nevertheless, the same
publication saw fit to reprint a communiqué of the iontreal corre-
spondent to the Jewisin Comment of Baltimore,; denouncing this in-
justice against sciiool children in language that does not permit
repetition to~day

The Pinsler case finallv came before Judge Davidson of the
Superior Court on October 6, 1902. The Jewish side was represen-
ted by such able lawyers as Maxwell Geldstein, Jacobs and William
Patterson; wnile the counsel for the Protestants included the
later renowned Justice Greenshields. In his statement the elder
Pinsler fdclarel he was a Britieh subject, having lived in Hontreal
with his family for many years, all his childrzn, including Jacob,
naving been born in Canada

Counsel for the plaintiff went on to show that the revanue of
the Protestant school hoard was derived from thres sources ari
annual levy of taxes on immovable property in Montreal; a yearly
subsidy from the Provincial Government of yuebec: and iastly, from
school fees paid by parents of pupils. In addition; the Board re
ceived, jointly with its Catholic count:r;art; a share of the
"neutral” schocl fund, which was made up of school taxes paid by
corpeorations owning 1Laovahlc property From the foregoing it was
clear that the defendants' claims of insuff‘cignt funds to maintain

Jewlish children were gross exaggerations

Under these conditions, the lawyers for the petitioner argued,
Jewisih children ought to possess the same rights as those of the
Protestant faith regardless of whether their parents were landlords
Oor tenants. #c distinction ougitt to be made between those whose
fathers owned property and thwose who owned none, just as no distin-
tion was made in the case of Protestant children Hence the Court
ught to disallow the controversial regulation.

The Protestant defendants approached the matter from an en
tirely different point of view. Apart from their insistence on
the monetary insufficiency of Jewish school taxes, they rﬂtgrprjt 3
the laws to nrove that the Jews did not come within the provision
of the Quebec 5chool Act, as no mention is mads in that Act re ard
ing specific rights for Jews Even if th= law of 1870 permitted
Jewisi property owners to pay school taxes to the board of their
own choice, either Catholic or Protestant, this did not imply that
children of Jewish tenants were entitled to the same rights as their
Protestant counterparts.

Fraught with suspense for Jew and non-Jew alike, the hearing
before the Superior Court adjourned after a few days. The cagearly
awalted settlement of the thorny problem was handed down y Justice

Davidzon a later.
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Meanwhile the incid
state of edqut1on nreva

nt brouqht into tn open tha Tan@nfaole
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whatsoever and were spending their time idly in the streets,
growing up without the least EU§ervi5ion or education. It was
shocking that no one seemed to care zbout the welfare of these
children. WNo one seemed concerned tnat many Of them might endc
up in jails and reformatories
commented th: 1diticons described bv
ult of the val school system in the
a ’'crying for the city of Montreal®.
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flaving arrived only
born and rec

nearly four and a half decades.
earlier from Lithuania, where he was
Jewish learning, Rabbi Abramowiltz carly

exhibited an out

twelve years
eived his boyhood

standing

pbrsonalitv that was to bring honcur not only to his own community

but to Jewish life throughout the country.

The long
Polish Jews was nealed wiaen
a sermon on a Sabbath fron
gogue. The rift had occurre

Abramowitz was
the Shearith

\a'JW‘L
the pulpit o
d long ago wier

v

fused to participate in the dedication of the first syn

ing of the German-Polish Jews in liontreal.

~time breach between the Sephardi and the
invited to deliver

the Sephardic

Russian-

Israel Syna-
Jews re-
agogue build-

Concurrently with tne ‘mmigration of those vears a new experi-
ent in land settlement was launched by the Jewish Colonization
Association. An attempt was made to attract large numbers, par-
ticularly among the recent newcomers from Rumania, to settle on
land in Lipton, the vOthV founded in 1901 in the Yorkton-lelville

District (formerly Qu'Apelle) in Saskatchewan. The
a failure from the start, now)ver; as

untold hardships and disappointments.

We learn from the JCA report of 1
ettlers were leaving the coloav. that 1
only 183 remained on the land o M
First-hand investigation by a JCA repr
the situation Levealsd that °
the founding of the colony,; though the repor
these mistakes were. Steps were taken to al
of the settlers, with the result that a numb
colony. But by the fall of that year '
even lower than be

903, fox
n February of
65 original

tative saéent

dwindled fore, so

In Quebec, Jews were confronted by a blatant resurgence of
anti-Semitism. The disseminators of hatred once again 1
air with the poison of anti-Jewish w:o;aganda indlna 2

)
vehicle in tnc pages of the Freach language we
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sident and manager of a “Union
he had engincered a life in-~
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surance scheme which proved to be a colossal Svlnd1“4 over a
1 1 of years Robilliard had literally robbed his ictims,

money from them for a 1 fe insurance ?1an tAat never
e had swindled tens of tn oasands of French-Canadian
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families. Clients were easily solicited with the aid of the
clergy whose services he secured by paying one dollar for each
applicant recommended by a priest.
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Not all of French Canada shared his views. In fact,
the French lanﬂuag, daily La Patrie showad its disapproval
of the provocative anti-Jewish attacks by publishing an article
strongly sympathctic to Jews, in the form of a "Letter from
Ottawa”, presumably written b{ Joseph I. Tarte, Minister of

Public Works in the Federal Cabinet. "In this country®, it read,

"we welcome with open arms all those who wish to become good

citizens, all thosc who obey our laws and support our institutions.

The Jewish colony is growing in scope and ilmportance It now
numbers tnous:gds of citizens such as any country would be proud
to admit. Canada 1
for all.®#

il'\ (

La Patrie, Montreal, May 48, 190:z

a land of liberty, tolerance and equal rigats




CHAPTER THREE

The long-awaited judgment in the Pinsler case finally came on
February 14, 1503, bringing in its wake new and unexpected problems
for the Montrcal Jewish community.

3

v (

Justice Davidson's ruling l:ft bcoth parties, Protestant and
Jewish, extremely dissatisficd. The Jews were placed clearly in a
predicament. According to the Court's interpretation of the Quebec
School Act, Jows possessed no rights whatsoever as they were noc
legally incorporated into either the Protestant or thec Cathelic
school system, and no legal provision had been wad; for their

[
incorporation. Hence they could not claim any Jewish rigi

3
(i

The Protestants, on the other hand, were displeased with the
judgment on an ce¢ntirely different ground. Certainly it was no
cause for concarn for them if the Jews were excluded from tae
Quebec school system, for this was exactly the argument they had
advanced to begin with. Apprchension grew rather out of another
phase of the Court’s juridical conclusions. Even though the pre-
siding judge concurred in the Protestant view of the absence of
Jewish rights, he had pointed out in one clause of the ruling that
it was within the power of the provincial legislature to grant Jews
such rights. In the¢ opinion of Justice Davidson, tue prool;n had
become of "pressing importance”.
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A possible appeal to a higher court was ‘nlL+ally considered
by counsel for the Jewish cause but was never pursued. Instead,
a new series of negotiations began beatween both parties, this time
with a different end in view, namely, to avert the implementation
of Justice Davidson's advice. Neither party, it seems, wished to
resort to the solution h¢ advocate d: The spokesmen for the Jewish
cause, apparently lacking the foresight displayed by the presiding
judge, were extremely reluctant to takae advantage of the opportunity
to found a separatce school system of their own. Instead, L“Ly
entered into a fresh compromise with the Protestant authorities,
resulting in the School Act of 18C3.
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fore the eyas of the world. As the horrifying reports of the
Xishinev pogroms reached the New World they became the o
ing concern of the Jewislh communities of Canada. With the cries of
anguish of the murdered Jews, the Czarist rulers sought to drown
out the growing discontent of the suffasring Russian masses.

major nroportiocns was unf

O

e merciless crimes of the Czarist regime called feorth a wave
of DrOtLSL taat spread into Canada. ass rallics to condemn the
atrocities in Russia wer2 held in Montreal, Toronto and qinnipe :
Prominent non-Jewish citizens participated in these meetings.

Ve

The vadLo in Xishinev - the "city of slaughter®, as the great
Hebrew poet H. N, Bialik has called it - precipitated a flood of
emigration to America greater than any that had gone before.

Impelled by the most intense urgency, a human stream surged

forward towards the shores of the American continent. In Canada
alone;, in the first five years after the Kishinev massacres, no
fewer than 32,865 Jewish immigrants arrived. The new arrivals in

that five-year period were double the entire Jewish population in
Canada. The bulk of the new immigrants hailed from Russia.

Poss cssed witih an abundance of energy, initiative, and a lively
sense of J ish values, these newcomers became pioneers and builders.

With their enthusiasm and dedication to Jewish causes they inspired
other Jectlono of the communlpy to new efforts and undertakings.

Thus it was not long before in various parts of the country there were
new budding institutions and associations that owed their Qeglnnlng;
to these recent arrivals. In fact, the immigrants of that period
laid the foundaticns for much of the Canacdian Jewish conmunlt/ as it
evolved in later years.

These newcomers, however, did not always find favour in the eyes
of the establlshei members of the community. Many of ths older sett-
lers looked askance at the insistence of the immigrants to perpetuate

orthodox customs of thie Russian tradition in the new country.

soon qre& and

An organized oppositicn to t m
ure. HMr. James ocqranr,
c :

-
even found its way into the Qusbec L
! a former mayor of Montreal who was a
lature, in an address before ti 5 ,

opening of a new synagoguc. reported that during the 41
bate on the incorporation of tne Montreal Talmud lorah; leauing Jewish

citizens took a strong stand aqaindt it, while the was no opposition
to the bill from either Catholic or Protestant members. .ot surpris-

ingly, Lyon Cohen (1868-1937) pleaded the case of the Talmud Torah
and the bill was adopted.
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0f these interests was the rising “lonlet movement, whicii was en-
couraged by prominent Christians

Tn May 1904 Israel.Cohen, a well known Zionist leader from
England, visited Canada to make several public appearances. In
Toronto, tiae Zionists called on 8ir William Clark, Lieutenant-
Governor of .Ontario, to preside. To their happy surprise, Sir
William that evening amazed iz audience in the crowded St. George's
Hall with his profound knowledge and understanding of the Zi onist
jdeal. There was dgenuine warmth in his words as several times dur-
ing the course of his speech he used the expression “your Palestine®.

But in Montreal it was discovered that municipal employees en-
gaged in the preparation of the voters' 1ists had in January 1904
deleted Jewisn names from the lists At first it was ”nougp“ that
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were well known professional men, businessmen and property owners
who nad been taxpayers for yzars.

The truth eventually came to light. Since the munic
lists were to be used also in the Fedzral elections; some
attempted, by dileting all Jewish names, t©O climinate the
Only a nublic outcrv against such illegal and fraudulent
finally impressed upon the city council the necessity of

to rectify thc situation.

suit, munic gal a”txb“iLlGS began an inguiry which ended in the
nosture and dismissal of one of theilr cmployeces. Tnere the matt
closed. '
Hostility towards Jews Jas_.vlnCOd also by a Capt. Chartr
in an articls, surprisingly 3nouﬁh in the Ottawa Free Press, a g
gencrally known for its liberal views In a tone of fierce antag-
onism that shocked many anafldqs the captain'’s remarks were di
ed mainly against the Russian Jows 3, whom he accused of lack of
patriotism and cowardice because they fled from Russilia when they
ought to have remained there to fight for their country against
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"What confidence can we place witih men who abandon
their country in time of war? Suppnose England and
iould we be happy to see some of our
4 s ' our flags and go away boasting
of tjelr QOngS? hat would we think of other
people opening tneir arms to such renegades?”®

at
ibald J; 'Y»Lﬂa; of Ottawa took it upon
sexf to answer the chargeS= in a rep y ﬂrow1nen-lv featured
! : Ot {1
-

ote, “"How can the Jewish sons Of
O hen the cries of thelr innocent brotaers who
were mass: d last year are yet riaging in their ears; when their
ruined s are yet beside them with hearts 133:101?“? How car

the Jews fight for 1en we know that the very ground we t

to conguer, upon that very ground we will shed our blood? ,‘all we
create more ; TOr | cuting our brethren, and perhaps far
more massacres?’

Kind. [Lven more

This incident was not the only one of it
official aimed specifi-

alarming was a statement from
cally at Jewisih immigrants,

In a press interview in idontreal Dr. Peter H. 3ry ief
the Dominion iedical Inspection of immiqta“tﬂ in Ottawa, describhed
Jewish newcomers as the least desirable elements, wi 1581

nose admissio:
to the country should be drastically cur:awlcdo He had actually

issued instructiocns to immigration inspactors to

wherever possibla. In particular, he pointed to the extreme pov-
erty of these recent arrivals; a poverty which in their new. environ-
ment “produces degencration, nervous diseases and even insanity”

In his view the Polish peasant from Galicia, no matter how poor,
was more desirable an immigrant than the Jew.

= |

| Under the impact of the adve eaction to his words, Dr. Bryce

later felt impeiled to mitigat ne affect of his remarks by declar-
ing that he was mMisinterpreted in the newspaper reports.
ish Times in a lengthy editorial pointed to tne hostility
government official towards Jewish immigrants.

-l *

U‘

Dr. Bryce's account of Jewish ilmmigrants was notihing more than
slander. As a government official he was in a position to know,
for example, that the Montreal Civic Hospital for the !bﬂtiLly Til
in Verdun in all the years of its existence had housed not more tinan
four Jews. Dr. Bryce's r rke were an insult to Canadian Jews.

"There are twenty tiaousand Jews 1in Montreal. Yet a
(\

drunken Jow nas never been found on our streets ...




let - the slums and haLPC“ of vice wi

his trymen and co-religionlists congregate,
and learn how false and unworthy of a man
in his ion are the statements he has made to
the press concerning Jews and Jewish immigrants.” *

* Jewish Times, 1504 P. 368-362

Fortunately such incidents occurred raresly and had little eff
on the development of Jewisih 1life in Canada The impoverished im
migrants who stood as a theorn in the side @f many, later surpassed
a2ll expectations by their adaptability and their achievements. The
adjusted morc rapidly than newcomers of other ethnic groups to an
unfamiliar language and culture, and in the space of a few yesars
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nd sorrow swept the community with the untimely death of
=3 - - S 79 o~ \ I~ v T P Qf o
odore Herzi, who died in July 12064. Mem
iz Ay T4 R - . T I o~ 1 € o
que services were held in the larger cities
‘/".. as -

e religious community when,
lan SJjamoLuu erected

Canadian capital, membe rs

Ottawa. Tae latter ceremony was
T c:
1 In Winnipeg the erection of

Zn Ottawa strenuous efforts were made to maintain the Talnud

Torah for children which was hcadad by s Mirsky. Far more
. re modern Talmud Torah in ¥ nnipeg, thanks to
1, Re }oubin, an ex r13141na111v capa-
who also served as rakbi of the

and as secretary of the Hebrew

v
'(;:-
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Less promising was the state orf
tory in ¥innipeg, a 5 VAR e
1904 to which the name Holy Biossor s given. The pre
assumed by Mr. N. Frankfurter, and Dr. Bornheim of Las
Mexico, was engaged as rabbi. Efforts werz made to a t
LOllOW“V"( but apparently without success, as the 1idea of a Reform

o) ion

Je¢ encounter tne namas of Mr. Frankfurter and of otaer mem
of the liberal congreqati&n among the founders of the Shaarei:

<
el

r
Shomayim congragation whica later came into being in that ci
charter, grancpv by the government of Manitoba, expressly d
the congregation to be Orthodox.
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A recognized leader of Reform Judaism at that time was Rabbil
aac uaudmdn (1880~1246) of Temple Emanuel in ilontreal. Later
edltor of the "American Hebraw" : '~ the 1 Jewish Encyclo-
Rabbi Landman contributed much to his congregaticn in the few
jear he served as spiritual leader. He was succeeded at Temple
2D L E S Cornteliad.

’__ 1
U'l

tern Canada at this time was coming into the limelight
-~ L | N p SN 2. R A — . - ; 3 - 1 7

f the coloniz lrl“ eXperiments carilel )
7t o i

result e 1
1ich awakened many nones of a new

onizing agency v
settlement.

The two oldest colonies at Oxbow and Iirmch as late as 190
lacked as yet the most - ntary needs for a Jewish comnmunity. A
special meeting had taken place in April of that year at the school
in Hir3céh to consider the condition of their common cemetery which
was. inadequate and unenclosed 7 i

O

committee headed by Rev. M. Berner
was appointed to carry out the resolutions Of the meeting.

O
-]

* The Jewish Chronicle, London, March 11, 1
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But the most significant impact of the vast migration wave was
to be felt in the larger Jewish centres in the country.

A host of new problems arose. Uppermost was the need of aid to
the newcomers, many of whom were penniless. Everywhere the communit-
ies exerted every effort to prevent the immigrants becoming a burden
on the general population -~ a fact which often aroused the admiration
of non- The Jewisih philanthropic societiss in Toronto,; for in-

stance, i the single year ending in the sumner of 13905, disbursed
S

S
-

‘;5<»

twelve thousand dollars in relief to newcomers.

It seems that a large number of the immigrants at that time ap-
pear to have been sent tc Canada from London, England, where the East
End was becoming overcrowded with Jewisii refugzes from Europe. On a

- pesd b

visit to London J. Obed-=-Smith, Commissioner of Immigration for West-
ern Canada, conferrzad several times with Lord Rothschild conccrnlng
the project'of settlino them on Can;,ian farms.

D

There were proposals to found Jewish colonies in Manitoba and
the Northwest Territories.* The Winnipeg Free Press expressed skep-
ticism.** 1In fact, nothing ever camc of the plan.

In Canada, meanwhile, there was no let-up in the stream of im-
migrants. More than any other centre, Montreal was to feel the im-
pact. For it was here that the bulk of the refugees landed and from
here they were sent to other points. The Baron de Hirsch Institute
provided at times as much as a thousand dcllars a week for their
supnort.

The need to find shelter for families
portation became such that temporary qus rt rs for the homeless were
set up. This was the "Hachnossass OrC1 " at 948 St. Lawrence Blvd.,
towards which the Jewish Colonization AQ3‘n” allotted $15.000. Con~-
siderably more was requlr a to nouse two hundred oersons and
to serve some 200 mea

1 awaiting jobs or trans-

The noted Anglo-Jewish author Israel Zangwill, who later became
the head of the Territorialist movemant, looked to Canada as a land
for Jewish settlement. He drew up a plan for the founding of Jewish
colonizs in Canada. 7Towards this end ne approached the Secretary to
tna High Commissioner in London, Mr. . L. brlleLﬂ; a man of liberal

ideas and sympatn vtlc to the plight of the Jews of EBEastern Eurone.

In accordance with the wishes of his government he turned down the
proposed plan,

u.

v right here®, declared that the plan

"I believe I must say ha ;
atch of land allotted for a Jewish colony, or

to settle Jews on a strc

(O]

" London Jewish Chronicle, April 7, 1305

% Abad.




which should be placed under the control of any Jewish organization,
is absolutely out of the question I have discussed this question
with Zangwill as head of the Jewish Territorialist Organization., We
also contacted the Canadian government and results leave not the
slightest doubt that it 1is ;neraly unthinkable at the present time.

o

when Sir Wilfrid Laurier visited England in 13907 to attend the
Third Colcnial Confercnce, he was approached by a repr;&eutatlvb of
the Jewish Chronicle regarding the possibili tlus of Jewish coloni-
i i N f the Canadian Prime Minister to

C
gave little
of the exte growth of ?dwiQﬁ immigration into Canada oOr
whether the question of Jewizhh colonization would be discussed by
the colonial nrime ministers, Ris remarke, as reported in the Chron-
icle, were significant "because they showed the limitations which

Canada is ready to place on such a mCcvement. This should clarify

s NS

the matter for all concerned.
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The Anglo-Jawish pux in reporting the

ol
interview with Sir wilfrid:

"Some organization®, he said. I belicsve it was the Baron de
Hirsch Institute, but I am not certain, had approaciied us with a
proposal to found a colony. We refusad, however, to consider such
a thing. In the past we had granted privileges of this sort, wnich
however had unfavorable results, and for this reason will not be re-
peated. The Baron de Hirsch Institute up to now looked after Jewish
immigration in Canada, but these immigrants have not settled in any

compact group."

‘sThere was some talk that even though yvou would be against a
large colony, ycu would fukgacs be pleased to alliow a number of
smaller colonies to ke founded scattered one from tane other?™

Ho. We are not ready for such colonization. To allow Jews to
form separate settlements 1is lmPOSSiblﬁ: e would not allow Jews to
do tﬂlﬁ just as we would not allow others.™

“This means, taen, that you would be opposed to local autonomy,
which the Jewish territorialist organization presbnts as a condition
for the establishment of a Jewish settlement? It would uave to be
granted the right of local or municipal self~government. ¥

"T +hink that if such a settlement were created, it would coatain
non-Jews as well as Jdews. The former would therefore have the same
chance of being elected to office in such a government.”

“"What is your attitude

2 O B 14X
from the question of founding a specifically Jewish colony? -

:f o3 | 3 ss nlain that the Canadian government
encouragement to such a movement. Claiming he was unaware
the

ants as individuals, apart




"As individuals we
country, and there is
Canada is open to everyone
that we are not encouraging
engage in agriculture and service:

. These remarks naturallj I
Territorialists for the ovgdzlr
Russian Jews in Canada. stan
a drastic departurs from his view
lar circumstances a decadc e:rlla

The

m113rl/ there was apprehens
1 Institute in HMontreal,
ghetto. Various
over score of

do

-

(@

r':)
“

attitude is revealed
with Maxwell Goldstein.
Lmmigration to Canada.

g 2 § PR %
L1118 e

interview
of Jewish

the trouble
LJ ews lntU
ty of
It drtfi
ignore *ﬂlo
s

-

(7]

U

O
(nOt—h

)]
(D

3

o.
great flux
and aroa S
tates again ;
people. fct we nnot
by the hand, culdo them and
blllyle f~owaruo the community...

lmmigration could be r,AuceJ for
for us to assimilate and consoli
the Jewish population.” I Go

tl:)
Zastern .L_.urot)ean Jews were unres

N

I—'(D

1

)i-rﬂ)

M oW

D .0
l’

b= b o

"‘kQ -
o

n

ERCh\

ﬂf—'

it

f)

("T
,_)

o)

=

o
(-]

"J

(.4.\/ 1

1d

A Russian-Jewizh immigrant w
of the rural settleuent
erness near Englehart, Ontario
vividly described. Of tt Russi
nant human tragedy that occurred
sons from Russia. Just after me:
was taking them home in canoe
haopy over the reunion
nis sons drowned. *#*%

v 3 (ora e
‘.-chl -

'\rﬁ

b
L=

Jith reference to
Abranov1tcn returning
Canadian conm1ttL° of

Chroni
G: L_dc.k

* %k

others

’.LQ_.

SpPO

R
w i Ll

ry large
WOrk .

.
18

g

a
to
<

say,
0l
WlsSil

Canada
whe 1is williin
come . I must

e
23
except tho WO

then.
one
TO

3 e Se

o
b}

cne
of

TS A Llrl ol

fi.n

end to
an auton
taken by

S‘u-./j CL \.— { ’r\- JJ\.,(‘J

Y.' as

-~

ion among the officer
new 'l}r 'a'»"ri'c?r\\:‘
aken to redi
Maritimes

-~

3
from

'.1

wore

s
(&

aa

i il

-~

the

= an
MY

U

which wg are coping the
They form gnettoss
Canadian press agi-
us to cmwowﬂrate
ought to do is t
recognize +1e1r responsi-
I have no doubt that the flow
ew years, it would ossible
1l the different

also noted that
to R@IOL i .JU.V.',I--

S ‘Jlt
the

eult
m we

Lnnﬁ to

(=3

|".\

a

1)

ate al

{1 O

.
S

ste
n: S,
as one

N
19

SR
aed

8]
v {Dg

= ot ok e e

L ®

o
+ G

Canada,
behalf
condyi:

g
ount of

% %%

Jewlsh Chronic

with thes
ake them

however,

velume

. 5
-

of

pioneers
wild-




there The g
50 families, e

cclony there w

: = 1 3-1a . - .
At Qu'Appelle there wer

wheat producti
ditions good;
nomes.

rst Jewisi
ach of them
ere three bul

On ana sSole I
L

|
all the famili

ies were thriv
thy, normal 1i
Y

bout the colonv 1

wnere twenty Jewis

not easy for

sd was Hdrsch, which had
N

=
160 acres of land or more. In this
- ’.\."- -~

- -]

) Jewish families engaged in

,

On the wnole he found con-
omfortable, attractive farm

ttlements at Oxbow and near Medi-

2wish farmers happy to be
m tne city e was similarly
Jue., about 20 miles north

= 1 ha I

t wa

densely wooded land which 1ai t e cleared »be
o2 undertaken and a colo begun. ¥

The annual report of the Institute for the year ending JCtoaer,
1905 is gratified that no ghetto “in the accepted sense of the word”
was in tne making. Large numbers of Jewish families were concentrated
in the poorer section of the city, showing a tendency to live in close
proximity to each other, comparablzs to the French-Canadian population,
but this was due not only to the lowasr rents but "because the men and
the girls lived not far from the factories where they worked".
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Sir Wilfrid declared that the gathering ;Apressed the

ar n
the gruesome atrocities that occurred in Russia, drenching t
sian earth with blood and leaving an ineradicable blot on its name.
j‘.":
S

Can one read of the barbarities there, he asked, without one's blcocod

freezing in his veins? He doubted whether the Ottawa protest would
reach 5t. Petersburg. WJevertheless, he urged the voices of Canadians
to swell the expression of reprehension, protest and condemnation
which rocse Erom all pvarts of the 31v~112ed world against the Russian
rulers. This might perhaps put a stop to the atrocities.

Hoer had he any assurance that thz government at St. Petersburg
possessed tne power to prevent thiese horrible events. The Czarist
regime had turned a deaf ear to thzs plea of thousands of its own
people for a greater measure of liiberty and justice. By refusing to
grant land reforms, it had itseclf prepared the ground for revolution.
And revolution in Russia came with all the terrors aad outrages Lhat
go with it. After arbva}llv to Canadians to contribute generously to
the relief of the victims cf the massacres, he concluded:

"There is still a lesson we can learn from the present troubles
in Russia. We cannot bring all the Jews here, but whoever wishes to
come to Canada may bhe sure we ”111 walcoma him. We hold dear the
institutions under which we live. Ve appreciate, perhaps more than
ever, these British institutions where there are equal rights for all,
where ﬁvprvone regardless of origin, race or creed, is assured a full
measurc of 1lorrtv, justice, equality and sunshine. I am here with
you as a Canadian, because I ccnsidered it a duty to come. As a Can-

b
(i‘

adian and as a British uij; cach of us should ke proud to say
hat he believes in the brotherhood of man ané the fatherhood of
God." *
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A protest demonstration took place i:
resn Hagodol Synagogue on lMcCaul Str
leading personalities, among them ¢!
Minister of Ontario, and clergymen.

The first of three rallies in Montreal was convened by the Jewish
Tailors' Union and the Cap Makers' Union.

One week later a giant mass rally took place at the Monument
National Theatrs in that city, under the auspices of the Canadian
Zionist Organization, followed the next day by a similar gathering

at the Baron de Hirsch Institute.

Protest rallies were held alsc in Kingston, Hamilton, Winnipeg
and other cities. A national drive to collect relief funds to assist
Russian-Jewish pogrom victims netted $6,753. Two RKingston churches
took an active part in the fund-raising

* Jewish Chronicle, Dec. 1, 1805




The small Jewish community of Winnipeg was beginning to draw
attention for her reason. The zslection of Moses Finkelstein as
alderman in 1904 brought honour to the Jews of Western Canada.

’;J h

About the same time Clarence I. de Sola of lMontreal was appointed
Belgian consul, succeeding lMr. Jesse Joseph, who died in February,
1904. The prominent Canadian Zionist leader was to hold this office
at the Belgian consulate until his death in 1329

In the municipal elections held in Ottawa that year, Samuel Ros=
enthal was re-clected alderman, while in Cornwall, Ontario, one year
later Nathan I. Fread was unanimously voted tc the local vlLY council.

'r Canadian political life was on
venment in other fields soon be-
ard +0 education.

Though Jewish part
the whole still insignifi \
came noteworthy, espacially with

oportunities for study, children of

Taking advantage of the new 0O
i ny c ] ves 1mm1gLuncbp began tco excel in the

immigrants, in many cases themselves
elementary schocls, in the high schools and in the universities. Many
interesting incidents illustrate this fact.

Of the five hi
in the Yukon in 19

ted in Dawson City
1 i
Toronto, three were

a
the University of

el I. Rubinovitch of
ing in his year upon
n won great distinction at

The first Canadian iﬁodes Scho
Vancouver, who had achieved the 3
qraduat* on from Vancouver ol age, and
McGill University.

In Kingston, which at that time had DOY.
families, Max Lesses, the only Jewish student at Nueen'’s Unive
graduated in medicine with a gold meda t the I '
General, Earl Gray.

At McGill, where the number of Jewish students reached thirty,
Marcus . 5verﬂer (born in Ausitria in 1886) won the highest honours
upon graduati in Law in 1906, and was awarded a Macdonald Travelling
ocnolarsnlp - the first Jewish student to receive this honour.

In the world of music the caresr of Pauline Lightstone (Donalda)
} 3 er of Michael Lightstone

evoked widespread interest. Tae daugit:
Suvalk in Lithuania. she was born in biontreal in 188:2.
she was a teacher at the Baron de Hirsch I

pera sincer Macdamnme ;cnalda appeared in Nice, France, in Covent
Garden. and in | xd*nanbuh At ccital in-her native city the Mayor
of liontreal paid tribute to her as “a most famous dnntreaipr and the
most brilliant graduabg of the Royal Victoria College®. *

-

Morgan: Canadian Men and Women of the Time, 1912, p. 1010

*

~




. 1

a ginning to make her mark as a child prodigy. ©She was the niece
of the head of the Yeshiva at Telz, the Cambridge of Judaism. At

he early age of five had appeared in recital at the Windsor Hall

The exceptionally gifted pianist Ellen Ballon, then still a child,
a

1 1

in Montreal, leaving her audience overwhelmed her rare mastery of
the piano. Two years later, in 1906, she was acclaimea by music
critics as a child wonder. The great pianist Josef Hoffmann, during
a visit to lMontr=al, heard her nlay and advised that she continue her
studies with the leading piano tea

an

eachers in the world. iHer first great
teacher was %apadci Josede in New York, under whose tutelage she was
launched on a brill £ musical career that was to make her widely

renowned.




Nothing demonstrates more vividly tihe new trends and
in Canadian Jewish life at this time than the
movement. The more scattered the communities 1 al
country, the deeper the roots that the Zionist ide
adian scoil and the more numerous the adanerents of
of the Jewish national ideal.
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crystallized, winning the ardent support of class
workers. It was from these early beginnings that

movement in America evolved.

The founders of the movamen+ in Canada, wiicto
July 25, 1805, were J. Hoichberg, Jacob ,ulomﬂn,
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In Montreal, for instance, a group of Jewish anarchists, emulat-
ing their free-thinking socialist confréres of New York or Chicago,

arranged a Yom Xippur dance at St. Joseph's Hall. They distributed
circulars inviting the Jewish people to partake of dancing and re-
freshments on Yom Kippur day. Pious Jews on their way to synagogue

were both horrified and infuriated at the distributors of the hand-
bills. This flagrant violation of religious sentiments led to a
skirmish, which endad only after the police intervened and the sub-
sequent airing of the incident in court.

An episode occurring avout this time in Quebec City had unp “-
ant overtones for the Jewish people and reached bcyond the shora
Canada and into France. In November 13505 the noted French-Jewis!
actress Saran Bernhardt was scheduled to appear at a performance in
Quebec City. Advance notices of the forthcoming presentation of the
"divine Sarah" had aroused the fervant interest of theatrz lovers,
but they also prompted certain newspapers with an anti-Jewish bias
to a denunciatory campaign against the artist on the grOund that she
was a Jewess. A climax was reachaed when a mob attacked lMadame 3Bern-
hardt and her troupe, hurling stones and shouting, "A Bas la Juive®
Many French-Canadians were shocked by the incident. To Sarah Bern-
hardt an apology came by telegram from Sir Wilfrid Laurier.
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The 1issue of Sunday cbser
lems for Jewish storekeepcrs, when e
Montreal to prvant SZLlAﬁg bread or Je 1
For "offences” of this type Jewish storekeepers had been arraigned
before the courts. Ilitherto the Lord's Day nce sought stricter
enforcement of the Sabbath laws ‘on a local scale. Jewish merchants,
seeing no other alternative, had to comply with existing regulations
even if this meant keeping their businessces clesed on Sunday despite
the fact that they also observed the Jewish Sabbath as a day of rest.

nad in the past created prob-
- = |

were made in Toronto and
newspapers on Sunday.
d
¢
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A different picture emerged, however, wincn the Alliance Decan
a drive for national enforcement of the Sabbath laws through Federal

legislation. Such a bill was finally brought beforc Parliament a
few days after the opening in Ottawa on ﬁ&rCJ 5, 1206, by the Mi
of Justice, the Hon. Charles Fi raaatrv i« Clearly, if passed, 1
law would sericusly affect th £ nume 1S L5

and 1t therefore becams a source of deep concarn

ers throughout the country.

On March 15 a delegation from Hontreal, Ottawa, Toronto and Ham-
ilton appeared beforc the Government at Ottawa. A memorandun was
presented protesting certain clauses of tae proposad bill on the
ground that thevy contravened the pert and principles of British law
which upheld egual rights for all citizens regardless of faith, thase
principles being also embodied in Canada's Consclidated Statutes of
1359. Horeover, attention was drawn to the fact that Jewish citizens
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sented by Rabbi S§. Jaccbs of Toronto,
d Hamilton by Rabbi L. Weiss. Spokes~
Goldstein L.C., Montreal lawyer, and

the Rev. Meldola de Sola.

On the other hand, the Lord‘s Day Alliance contined their end-
less propaganda on behalf of the bill, opposing any amendmant what-
soever that would constitute a concession to the Jews. w,V Dr. J.
Edgar Hill, president of the Alliance, dencunced the petitioners and
the Jews in general for opposing the proposed law. He called them
foreigners, aliens, virulently attacking them as an anachronism among
the peoples,; reminding them that they were living in a Christian coun-
try where a Christian government made equal laws for all.
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The Jewish Times deplored tlie biased approach of the Minister,
which contradicted the liberalism of his pnarty chief. In particular,
it took strong issuc with his use of the word "alien® in his veiled
reference to Canadian Jews. iHdad he declared that minorities have no
rightd that need to be taken into consideration, his attitude would
have been understandable. But to dub the Jews as aliens was held to
be unworthy of a2 member of the Government, least of all of the Mini-

ster of Justice.

Before a sele ct committee of Parliament for point by point con-
sideration of the bill, HMaxwell Goldstein and Lyon Cohen once again
presented the Jewish case against Sunday laws that would adversely
affect Jewish citizens.

Aftar deliberations of a faw weeks, the work of the select com-
mittee finally came to a close on June lst, when the bill in greatly
modified form came before Parliament forx final approval. One of the
clauses proposed by wlxwﬂl* Goldstein was accepted by the committee

o

after much discussion. This clau provided that under certain cir-
cumstances an exemption could be grantea to Sabbath-—-observing Jews,
provided tinat they do not work Sundayvs in public or in a way to of-
fend the feelings of those who observe the Sunday rest.

From the tenor of the debates that followed, the prospects
seemed none too encouraging. Apprehension among Jewish leaders grew
as tiey contemplated tae cc nbbgaeﬂccﬁ of a law that would compel ob=

servant Jews to work 11vh days in the week instead of six, which
would be tantamount tc depriving their families of one=sixth of their
actual livelihood.

An open letter was dispatched to cach member of the Housc appeal-
ing on the glounds of elementary justice that the plight of the Jews
resulting from an enactment of the Lord's Day Bill be taken into
consideration. ”“lrlﬂc the signature of Maxwell Goldstein, Clarence
I. de Sola and others, the letter was dated June 25, 1206 - the same
day on which P]rllJmJML in a vote of 79 to 57 rejected the clause
proposed by Maxwell Goldstein.

A new petition was addressed to the House members urgi
to take into account the economic hardship which the new le
would create for segments of tie Jewish population

The bill was repeatedly returne the agenda of the Housa of
Commons, undergoing in the process a series of continuous alterations.

Some of the original clauses werc deleted, while new ones were added.

~

Q.
i
O
cr

Not surprisingly, the member of Labelle, Mr. Henri Bourassa,; was
an active participant in the debates. What 4did prove a surprise,
however, was the new stand he now took with regard to the Jews. Dur-
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By a strange coincidence, on the very day the liinister Tus
tice received the Jewish delegation, parliament took up another gues-

tion involving Jews - this time on a world scale.

On March 15, 1906 a bill was introduced by the member for Tor
onto, Angus K. McDonnell, asking the federal government to condemn
the Czarist pogroms on Jews. The resolution, as well as the address
delivered by Mr. HMcDonnell upon its presentation, reflected a high
degree of compassion towards Jews as a persecuted people. His resol-
ution stated, after referring to the horrible crimes against help-
less Jewish men, women and children, that

‘The Canadian parliament, whicii embodies the sentiments
of the Canadian pzople, regardless of race, creed or
party, deplores the callous and bloody massacraes of the
Jews 1in Russia and declares tiat these cruelties are a
blot on the civilization of the twentieth century.

That this resolution should, through his Excellency the
Governor-General, be sent to the Minister for Colonies,
so that His Majesty may be informed of the fecllng of
his Canadian subjects, towards the end that measures
ought to be taken as the advisers of His Hajesty shall

deem appropriate.”

His gpcech was met with a mixture of surprise and uncertainty.
There was surprise at the contents of the resolution and uncertainty
as to how to deal with it. The power of the Canadian parliament to
pass sucih a resolution was questioned on the assumption that Canada
lacked sovereign status, be 1g a dominion of the British Empire,
and was therefore in nc position to express an opinion that would
influence or reflect on Britain's relations with a foreign power.

Strangely
of the Jewish peor
mediately followi ing
the sentiments »rom

nouﬂn; it was Sir Wilfrid Laurier, a friend:-

irst raised this point in a: speech im-

/ the member from Torontc. While sharing
¢ >t1L- tne proposai, and recalling his own rz=cent

participation in a protest rally, he ravealed himself a far

greater imperialist than he was deemed to be when ne expressed his

doubt as to the propriety of any such action on the nart of

Canadian parliament.
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"I certainly have no exception to take to anything
that has bzen said by my hon. friend r. HMcDonnell)
the Prime Minister de blcrﬁo "nor to motive which
has insgired him in orlnqlw~ thi ution beforec
the House. Our fel citizens o & Hebrew race
dasgrv every encomiuwn he has bestowed upon them...
There is no possible justification for the harsh

treatment to which they have been subjected. What
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"has taken place in Russia must in 11 a feeling of
horror 1n the breast of 1!] cxvillzed man... It is
right that the sense of horror of every man in this
free country sihould be cxyruSa;d; so that by the
multiplicity and unanimity of these expressions of
opinion some influence may perhaps be brought upon
the government of Russia to induce them to protect
the lives of their citizens. That is a thing that
is quite witnin the duty of every Canadian citizen.

fie had doubts, however, about the advis ability of passing the
"s:"\’ -
resolution.

"I would like +fhe Housa to remember that this parliament

=
th

does not represent the full kLcﬂarJ sovereign DOWEr.
We are a *ol ny of Engl;nd and whilst we have full
autonomous power, we nave not at this moment the right
5 interfere in foreign matters as to which the Crown
of Eng*and alone is responsible.... I believe it is
quite within our power and quite within our right as
British subjects to express opi iﬁns as to conditions
which may affect our fellow British subjects in any
part of the world, but I think we should hesitate
somewnat, or at all events take some carec to reflect,
h i
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before we interfere in a matter which is purely within
the domain of the Foreign Offices and the relations of
England with a foreign power... the relations of Eng

land at the present time with Russia are the relations
w.iich belong simply to the diplomatic service of Great
Britain and in that service we have no voice whatever...”

A different opinion was expressed by W. F. HMaclean, member for
South York, who followed the Prime Minizter in the debate. Whole-
cartedly endorsing the resolution, the member for South York dao-

gether agree with the doctrine that has

cog
en laid down by tae Prime Minister on this occasion.
arlia: :

210
essed sympathy with oppressed peog lv
in various portions of tue and I think the
parliament of Canada has sufficient rlghts, if it cares
to assert them, to exp its ~vm~1:ny 1r t same way.
This parliament is not ' ]
ment in matters of this k.
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Canada, Rab rt L. Borden. a

Minister also Clgaorecd with Sir Wilfrid
Laurier's appraisal of the rights of the Canadian parliament.

speaker, then leader of the Og 9031.¢Lﬁ and future Prime
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"mechnically as well as actually, this parliament has
a perfect right to address the Xing on any subject
whatever. From this scandpoint one would think that
this parliament might be very well justified in pass
ing a moderate resolution with regqard to what has
taken place in Russia; and T join most heartily in
what has been s2id by the Prime Minister and by the
mover of the resolution as to the feeling with which
these outrages have been regarded by tae people of
Canada as a whole."

Nevertheless, ne agreed with the Prime Minister that the matter
be given further consideration by parliament before taking any action.

The only member to oppose the resolution in toto was Henri
Bourassa, member for Labelle. Revealing a strong antl Jewish
orientation, Mr. Bourassa JLocv‘;ed to deliver a tirade against Jeéws

- 4n the spirit of Edouard Drumont's doctrines and the utterances of

Goldwin Smith, whom hc actually quotcd from the floorx of thc Housc of
Commons and to whom he referred as “onc of thc most illustrious of
English writers®.

Blaming the Jews in Russia for the misfortunes that had befallen
them, he demonstrated a hostility which must | ockaed many Can-—-
adians. In his opinion, pogroms took place in Russia because the
Jews “had prepared a conspiracy to slaughter the Christians®. Ig~
norant of the fact that Jews 1n thblu were prohibited to own lan

he resorted to the inept accusation that, instcad of becoming landm
owners, Russian Jews had lived and pn&LVHVQ themselves by exploiting
the poor Russian peasants, from whom they extorted not only their
monecy but the 'blood of thzir life™ for centuries; no wonder thcre-
fore that the latter now sougat revenge. Moreowver, Mr. Bourassa
tricd to convince his audience that money raised for the relief of
pogrom victime was actually used for tae purchase of arms for Russian
revolutionaries. *
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The opinions of the anti- 1m:vr1 \list
opponent of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and those of Laurier himself, con-
verged; for different motives, they both advocated Canada's absten-
tion from a voice in international affairs. On the otherxr hand, it
is noteworthy that the mover of the resolution as w2ll as its sec-
onder were nembers from Ontario, the traditional stronahold of Brit-
ish imperialism, and it was they who questioned Laurier's pro-
imperialisk-~stand;- ¢ 0 TRy L

%
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ri Bourassa, a political
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* Bourassa later underwent a change of heart in his attitude
towards Jews. In contrast to the anti-Semitic fcelings
aevinced by this address,; he later, on several occasions
referred to Jews in an entirely different vein.
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Though nothing further was heard in parliament about the protest
resolution aqain“t the Russian anti-Jewish atrocities, outside of
parliament an echo was heard.

Canadian Zionist Feder-
d his disappoecinted

=X tion had aroused no
part of the members of the House of Commons.

Addressing the annual convention of the
ation several months later, Mr. McDonnell to
listeners what they quanY knew - tnat the

great sympathy on the =

Had the clected repres \ntJtvaJ of the people felt differently about
the matter., it would not have been shelved and forgotten as it had

baen. *

E/‘

gtranggxy ,ﬂﬁaqn, this speech of Mr. Macdonnell's was not even
mentionaed in the Jewisn llmQSL Was the omission to avoid embarrass-
ment for the Liberal Party of Sir Wilfrid Laurier?

We have a description of the early days of the Toronto community
in the memoirs of Rabbi Jacob Gordon, a resident of that city for many
years. Arriving in Toronto in February 1905, he found a warm and
friendly atmosphere and a community devoted to traditional Jewish
values.

Every day brought a fresh batch of immigrants ready to strive
against all obstacles to make a Jewish home in the new country.
Some of them woulJ find jobs in the clothing ind stry. A great num-
bur, however, turned to pp“d_lng? setting out "in their heavy boots,
leather jackets and old country caps” over the streets of the city
and the neighbouring towns, buying up old clothing and articles of
all kinds, or selling new goods.

Mo event reflects more vividl ly the gr owth cof the community at
that time than the dedication of the new large Goel Zedeck Synagogue
in Toronto, the second oldest in that city, on University Avenue.

One can discern also a strong int¢r3ﬁt ionu The Ortho-
dox COﬂngth‘“ng O Walmu” Torans er hildren might
receive free religious hooling to pr vent their all 2nation from
Jewish learning and to counter the influence of the ~‘“J.\asuonary plague
which was then activelv spreading among the Jewish pepulation 1in
Toronto as well as in Mont i
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A number of clubs made their appearance in Toronto -at that time,
most of them purely social, though scme attempt was made to include
cultural interests. Lectures and literary evenings were arranged by
such groups as the Cosmopolitan Club and the Judea Club, with pro-
fessors from the University of Toronto invited occasionally to speak.

* Jewish Chronicle, London, July 20, 1266




So Professor McCurdy of the University of Toronto lectured on "Jews
in the Past and To-day

In Montreal thie problem of Jewish education had already been
dealt with on a broader scale, a Talmud Torah having been established
there as early as 1836. Ths accomplished padagogue Moszes Elimzlech
Levine became the principal of the %almud Toran in 1906. He was the
author of the first Yiddish book to be publishad in Canada - a volume

lish gle Pri 'ng Com-

dealing witn child education and pub
pany in 1910 (li8 pages) j
Torah objected to Yidd:x
Hebrew when teaching th~
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began to rbUW*V; VLQ ish a ne lan quao of 1nr‘ tion and trans-
lation from the Hebrew. Tais was evidently promr ed Py those zager
to hasten the “V,Jz lianization® of immigrant Jewish caildren.

A growing aversion tc Yiddish soon bzcame apparent also in o

quarters. In 1906 a news item appeared in the English przss to the
effcct that plans were underway to e@stablish a Jewish theatre. I
editorial which bitterly reproached those responsible, the Jewish
Times concluded that "this means a revival of the ghetto-instinct®.

As they lackad the training and qualifications for jobs in m
other industries, the immigrants streamed ;n o tihe clothing fac
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most of winich were in the hands of Jewish owners. The WOrk week in
the needle trades then consisted of 55 to 60 hours; wages werz very

low and working conditions bad. Yet the number of workers in the
clotaing factorics steadily increased. More small shops were opéened
withh the spread of the sub-contracting system,; much to the detriment
rather than the improvement of the lot of the workers. An economic
adepression whicL IO!lOW‘” 1 financial crash towards the end of 1907
in the United States gripped Canada, creating a serious slump in the
clothing industry, the ¢ffects of which were strongly felt among the
Jewish population.

om the influx of
s immigration

Hard times, coupled with tiiec proklems arising £
immigration, lad to plenomena of a different kind.
brought a voungcr, idealistically incli ~lement which had before
the pogroms and the Russian revoluti tained no thought of com-
ing to Canada, it also brought a varicety ideas, slogans; catch-
words a spectrum of "isms® that we £ ome a part of the Canadian
Jewish environment.

>
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A heigihtened pitch of activity, a new vivacity becqme apparent
within the community.

discussions arising from
e2itner nationalist or soci

ewish youth infu“gbd in animated debates and
abolujiqs ¢3“t1;s and programs imbued with
il

',_; ‘.l
QO

-

[

n

1

|‘ )




xeference has already been made to the Poale Zion association
and to the S.T. group. In November 1903 a Poale Zion group was
founded in Winnipeg, with Mr. A, Osovsky as secretary. Among the
founders of the $.T. in Montreal were the well-known communal work-

ers L. Zuker and A. Xomarov. At the £ c SuTu Convention in October
in Boston, Mr. Komarov of the Montreal delegation reported the num-
ber of members to be 75. i ' ight have been an exaggeration.,
But the 5.7T. at the time was more powerful than the Poale Zion, both
in number and in moral angti

In addition to tiie Poale Zionists and the Territorialists, other
groups were active such as the Bundists, Anarchists, Social Revol--
utionaries, Social Democrats and others. 2As a result, many youth
clubs and ideological groups were set up. Crowded eetlng nalls
enthusiastic audiences and lively discussions on theoretical 5001a115n
lasting into the small hours of the morning becane common daily

occurrences.

ing and the progressive nationalist groups often
invited v 1 Ln n speakers from New York who would draw large audi-
2nces. Jw find the nam2 of Ab. Goldberg, Dr. Chaim Zhitlowsky and
Dr. Nacnman Sirkin among this roster of the famous. Early in 1807
the 5.7. movement in Montreal acquired new strength when S. Shneur
took up residence in that city. An excellent speaker was the
thaorgtival spokesman of Social~Territorialism. This ex entlonally
capable man was destined to spend the last years of his life in an
1not1tubion for the ill.

Many of tacse groups, composed exclusively of workers, concerned
themselves with the improvement of the lot of those in the garment
industry, where a large portion of their own members were bmplOJed
It was largely due to their cffO“’g that tae various crafts in the
clothing industry were organized. o easy task, it was nevertheless
accomplished within a few years.

In Montreal tuere alrcady cexisted a Jewish Tailors' Union and a
Cap-makers®' Union, a vestige of the old Knights of Labour, both of
which, however, ware ly organized. About that time, also, the

(%2 Y4
first Jewish Carpenters' Union was formed, Local 1270, of which
Zavel Gilletz was ona of the founders. The Jewish Tailors' Union
which had broken down was supersedcd by another tailors' union, which
.

became affiliated with the United Garment Workers of America and

comprised four locals. In addition, a Cloak lakers' Union was formed,
affiliated with tine International Workers of the World. The Union
affiliated with the United Garment Workers of America, tnougih it con-
tinued to expand, . later was dissolved after the demoralising
effects of a theft of union funds by officials and of 2 strike that
occurred in 1907. 1In its place a more powerful and better-organized
union was to arise in the future.
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The clothing industry in dontreal was eventually reorganized.
Moreover, a Trad and Labour Council of Jewish workers was created
there which 2mbr d not only the clothing workars' unions but also
the carpenters,; b kersy putchers and other trades - in all a total
of 11 unions. The newly formed Trades and Labour Council had high
hopes of uniting all

ewish labour groups, but these were premature
for the Council did not s

urvive for very long.

= diminishing as normalcy
an from the report of tne Baron
vday demands for aid to the
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sick and tiae poor even tae augmsntad revenue was soon exhausted,

however. This led the Secretary, $. W. Jacobs, to chidc some of the

wealthier members for their failure tﬁ make larger donations to the
tl course

Institute. In the
families cach month,
sufferers. WNo less than $4,500 had been spent tc help TB patients
and it was then tha ] :idc ation was given to the idea of
building a Jewish sanitarium in the Laurentian mountains.

of tae year tae Institute had assisted 173
11 as eighty~threc widows and saventeen TB
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We hear of a Jewish Cloakmakers' local in Toronto as cearly:as
1897, affiliated to the I.W.W. The local existed until 1899, when
it fell apart following an unsuccessful strike. Though _V01qan1du*
in 1906, it still lacked the strength to become an effective union,
becoming part of the International Ladies Garment Workers this time.
Weakened further by lack of internal cohesion, this local too proved
to be short-lived. *

(

"J.

In 1907 the first branch of the Workmen'’s Circle in Montrcal was
organized. This was Branch 151, consisting of newly arrived Bundists
About the same time w2 hear of the appearance of a Jewish Bakers®

Union.

The first building of the Y.M.H.A., founded in 1906, was begun -
the first home of an institution that was to grow into a model of
its kind on the continent = in the scope of its activities, its di
versified program of national and cultural and educational activi-
ties which very few on the continent could matcih.

The Hebrew Consumptive 2Aid society also came into being and
was destined to noerform valuable service in the relief of the sick
and of the needy. It was cut of tnis organization tnat tne Jewish

Hospital of Hope was Dorn.

A student society, the Maccabean Literary Circle, began to
function with a membership of about thirty, all of them McGill stu-
dents. Its first president was Dr. S§. Petersky, of Vancouver, and
its aims were to stimulate a greater intzrest in Jewish aat¢onal

* H. A. Logan, Trade Unions in Canada, Toronto, 1848, p. 2414
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cultural and social problems. This Jewish student group, which
carried on for many years before it disbanded, had first been or-
ganized under another name, with a membership of no more than eleven.

In Toronto, worhing conditions ware far better than those in
Montreal. Tnis fact was no doubt related to the uxlatuncb of a well-
organized union ln the clothing industry in Toronto, whereas in Mont-
real the union had fallen apart after an unsuccessful, ill-prepared

strike. The drOCh xrz Joseph and David Stein of Torontoc had been
instrumental in forming the unicn in that city.

A comparison of working hours and wages in the two large cities
reveals a glarwnu contrast. In Toronto, for example, tailors worked
on an average 4% hecurs per week, for which they received $15 to $16
weekly, while the avaerage work week in Montreal was from 55 to €90
hours, for which the pay was $11 a WQQK v0131d3ring that a large
percentage of these workers were family men, one can easily gauge
their incomc:
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The official revort on immigration for the year ending June 30,

1906 tells us that 7,127 Jewish men, women and children entered Canada
during that year, 588 fewer than the previous year. Of these, 6,056
came from Russia, 44 from Poland, 244 from Austria, 36 from Germany
and the remalﬁder from other countries. Among the immigrants were

;852 men, 2,035 women and 2,240 children. They included artisans,
laoourers, Ayrcaants, and a number of agricultural workers. Half
ware to settle in the province of Quebec, which meant in Oor near
Montreal in most cases; twenty-seven per cent in Ontario, and eightear
per cent in Manitoba.

The same report carries a statement by the ”*ﬂigratlcn Com~-
missioner for Western Canada regarding Jewish immigrants. "Very few
of them", he writes, “"have in the past year settled on the land; they
prefer to lch in the towns or peddle in ti country; and for this

reason. they cannot be regarded as possible nombstbadbru or major
producers in an agricultural area cf the country such as Western
Canada®. He addsy however, that “in tne district of Wapella are to
be found the best . .Jewish farmecrs in Western Canada, that their cul-
tivated land compris:s from 75 to 250 acres to a farm. These people
are engaged chiefly in mixed farming, and that part of their land
not used for cultivation is cnclosed for pasture®. The Inspector
for the district of Lipton (QuiAppelle) reports that “the Jewish
colony located to the east and southeast is expected to produce for
the market 490,000 to 50,000 bushels of wheat”

? )

Jewish colconies woere alrecady in 2xistence at Macaza and Ste.
Sophie in the province of Quebec, both founded as early as 1904.

The Ste. Joﬁ41b settlement, which was to be maintained for many years
by its first pioneer founders, bore an unmistakable Jewish charac-
ter, supporting among other things a Jewish schoocl maintained by
community tax.

The years 1905-1903 saw the beginnings of the colonies Ramsay,
Sonnenfeld and Edenbridge in Western Canada. Of these, Edenbridge
located in the northern part of Saskatchewan and founded by Lithu-
anian Jews, grew into a model agricultural settlement. Its history,

as told by one of its pioneers, goes back to 1905 when a group of
ten in South Africa decided to come to Canada and take up farming.
By Passover, 1906 they had already arrived in Winnipeg ready to take
up homestx,ads° Soon the group, among whom were the brothers Braude
and J. L. Vickar, grew in numbers as additional would-~be farmers
joined its ranks, some from the United States and England as well as
from other parts of Canada. Drawing upon their own resources, and
by dint of hard work, they succeeded, without assistance from a
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Jewish colonization agency, in estaglighing a model rural community.
In later years, however, the number of colonists began to decline.

At the same time some of the youngcer communities in the West,

which had only just begun to take shape in the first years of the new
century, showed a substantial increase in size and 1T*ort1nce as a
result of the greater immigration. During the first decade one can
already discern the \uLllnzs of an organized Jewish life i‘ ities

such as Calgary, Regilna, Saskatoon, Edmonton and other ce
though it is difficult to say =xactly when the first Jews
there.

(-1-.
C

In Regina the community, meet an apparent need, formed a

flebrew Bnali Jacob Society Lo assist new immigrants and others in need,
as early as June 1906; its president, M. Bloomfield. * That same year
saw the first bLQl‘nlngS of a congregation in that city, when a "nin-

..J

yon” was crganize

In Calgary and in Edmonton Jews had settled even earlier. The
irst to arrive 1in Calgary were the brothers Jacob and William Diam~-
ond, who came from Vilna in the early 18%0°'s. We hear of William
Diamond coming to Calgary 1i 892, where hig brother was already 1liv-
ing. In 1504 the only Jewish community in Calgary met in a private
house for the High Holy Day Serv1cn"; though an organized community
already existed under the pres sidency of ¥W. Diamond. His brother,
jacob Diamond, led the services.** A Chevra Kadisha existed in Cal-
gary in 1906, and a Ladies®’ Aid Society was organized.

oi’

The first Jews to settle in Edmonton began to arrive there at
the end of the last century. Pioneers of the Edmonton community are
A. Crystal and H. Segal, who arrived in that city in 1895. At first
?qnontow attracted very few Jewish families It was only after W.
Diamond moved there in 1906, having established business contacts
there over several vears, that the first signs of 2 developing com-
munity began to appear At a mceting held huqust 1z, 1206 the cor-
nerstone of the Edmonton Jewish community was virtually laid.

Ve find Jews at that time living in Saskatoon, Strathcona, Red
Deer, Hoose Jaw and other centres in Western Canada.

At the same time, however, the Jewish popula*ion of the coastal
cities of Vancouver and Victoria remained ﬂﬁ&lly their distant lo-
cation pregenting a Lor0¢ad117 obstacle to newcomers. Hence the
continued weakness of the Jewish communlties in the Pacific Province,
despite the prominent role played by a number of Jews in local soci-
ety there.

5,

% Jewish Chronicle, London, July 1
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** Ibid., October 28, 19504
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We learn, for instance, from a report in the Jewish Times, that
the Jews of va, couver could not afford to maintain a permanent rabbi
for their Reform Temple Emanuel, but that t;gy uOO@d to engags one a
| least for the High Holidays. Thaat ti C ked

x
unity and coaesion is further ap;

In Montreal, special care s=zems to have been taken to ensure the
support and qvqa1ot sient of thae Reform concregation, which showad
little increase in size out became sstablished on a more soiid foot-

] ater wealtch and status of some of 1its

, o
ing, perhaps becauses of the gre
j membars.

1 ward wase takasn when Temﬁle Emanucl
| engaged as its spi

1T StTep
ritual leader the Pr;ll t young Rabbi Natihan GoOr-
; don (1883-1938). 3orn in Odassa, Rabbi Gordon had come with his par-
ents to New Orleans at the age of taree. A graduate from the Univer-
| sity of Cincinnati and Hecbrew Union College, he became a lacturer in
tihie Department of Oriental Languages at McGill University in rontreal

His appointment lent tremendous prestige to his congragation.
Early in life he became intensely interested in Jewish problems and
began to take an active part in thc life of the community, where ne
gained an outstanding reputation throughout a highly colorful carcer.

Rugzia were streaming in from
abroad, dc;y+ng “ye feelings of tl civilizad world in the extent of
their horror, one man could b found who had the effrontery to justi-
fy these acts of barbarism; this was Goldwin Smith of Toronto,

former professor oF nistory at Oxford. Having no conception of the
true facts of the Jewisi situation in Russia, ne employed the clums-
iest arguments to defend those whose hands were soaked in Jewish
blood.

As fresh r of pogroms
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On June 14, 1506 a massacre occurrad in Bialystok which lasted

two days, killing seventy-cight Jews and leaving seventy injurad.
The gruesome details froze the blood,; but Professor Goldwin Smith of
Toronto rolled up his siceves and wrote an article under the seemingly
innocent title, "Is This Religious Persecution?”. This he submittaed
to the Inde uynﬂaﬂt of ilew York, an organ none too friendly to Jews,
winere it was published on the twenty-first of June The article

| abounded in the most vencmous slanders against thie Russian Jews as

well as Jews 1n general.

It received a reply from Dr. Gottaard

L D;utscn; lecadaer of Raform
Judaism in America, and one of the edito L 71

sh Encyclopadia.

* Ibid., August 24, 1906




One contribution in the discussions, from the noted Canadian
Jewish journalist and community leader Jaccb G. Aschaéy, who at that
time was l;ving in Mew York City., in the Canadian Jewish Times, att-
ributed Goldwin Smith's hostility to Jews to a long-standing qaarrel
with Benjamin Disracli. The latter, it appears, had little admiration
for Dr. 8mith and had derided him on more than onc occasion.

As a result of this campalgn of hat
infected with anti c i i
most unlikely olacsa? rpaca;n cven sma T
instance, cne damilton Heralc carried an ar
the Jews, insinuating that t1~{ were an unc
one attempted to protest against suca a
of anothner Hamilton newspaper, the Spec
with references none too complimentary

ed, thes atmosphere became

: s nead in the
in Ontario. For
iciously attacking
seople. When some
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The newly arrived immigrants included men and women of intelli-
qnxious to learn more of tue world about them. Unfamiliar as
ere with the lang a

they craved r\al;nq material and periodicals in their own

@, Yiddish. They 1y grasped whatever Jewish newspapers
ailable from dew York.
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Towards the end of 1905 a small Yiddish paper began to be is-
sued in Montreal by H. dershman (bern Bukovina 1878 - died Hontreal,
1955) - under the name of The Tel apli. Printed at Kaplansky's
Printing Company on Wotre Dame Street, it caused a sencation when it
first appeared - the successful culmination of an attempt to produce
a periodical for Montrzal Jews in the Yiddish language. Though it

was no larger than a handibill, the first issue was quickly sold out.
A second issue of the paper appeared, fcllowed by a third, which,
however, was tine last.

The year 1907 saw the birth of two Yiddish newspapers - the
Jewish Star (Yiddisher Shtern), an Orthodox organ published by M.
Hyman and Rabbi Joshua Glazer, which ran for ocne year, and of which
not a single copy remains as far as is known: and the XRanader Adler
(Jewish Daily Eagle} founded by H. Wolofsky:. which first bhegan pub-
lication as a weekly. After the fourth issue the Eagle degan to
appear twice weckly, and since 1908 as a daily; in its early days it
included an English page.

Hebrew Standard, March 1, 13087

3ing the falschoods and distortions contained in the notorious
1e, Dr. Deutsch challenged the author tc prove his charge that
owWs were a "parasitic race” and that the Jews themselves had

ked the slaughters in Russia. The Independent refused to orint
atter f£rom Dr. Deutsch, offaring some banal excuses to justify
ction. Tac letter did, however, annear in a number of American-
h pubplications as well as in the Jewish Times in HMontreal.

cgation through the pages

unable as yet to read the local news-
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Tne first editor of the Kanader Adler was Michael Aronson. We

Jearr from t firat number of the Eagle that a strike of Jewish
needlp workbrb was then in progress. <Though poorly organized, the

workers were driven by unbearable conditions to leave their shops
and to demand higher wages and saorter hours, as well as regular
weekly pay.

"In no other city”, states : ara conditions in the

clothing factories as deglo able as in Montreal. IMen and women in

£ ] ' tes. Horgovcry tney
are forced to slave from carly morning to late at night. It goes
on to report tiaat a number of clotning manufacturers "had alrea ay
granted the workers' demands. Tae second issue, dated September 6,
1907, relates that more shops had already accepted tne strikars’
terms. However, the union which had called the strike was itself too
weak to carry through the strike to a successful conclusion,

In the first numbers of the newspaper we read of an immigrant
aid society already existing at that time under the name of United
Russian~Jewish Immigrant Society, with a membership of 685. The
society was founded in February, 1905, its first secretary was
Israel Conhen; a charter had been granted permitting the society to
engage in immigrant relief.

The infant publication became the ﬂbf Qd xr of Jewish interest
taking a stand when necessary against those elemsnts in whose hands
the responsibility for that defense p_demawly lay but who in reali
fell short of discharging such responsibility.

front page of the Eaglec of
September <1, 1907, the fourth issue, a news story which aavszrw
nearly incredible, and which, it can be imagined, gave rise to con-

sideraizle concern and distress among Montrecal Jowry.

So we read, for instance, on thes

¢

It happened that on the night of Kol n;dru' the reporter of the
Eagle, in this case Michael Aaronson, the editor himself, was startlied

to encounter a party of newly-arrived impoverished Jewish immigrants
carrying their neavy valises, wandering aim vsoll on the streets of
Montreal, at a loss as to where to turn for help. On apprcoaching
them he was astonished to discover that not a single one of the
cfficial Jewish welfars workers had taken the trouble to ssg to it
that these destitute newcomers be spared tne ordeal of having to recam
the streets of a strange city Yom Kippur night carrying their neavy
packing cases;, not even knowing whare to seek shelter. WYe read fur-
ther, "The reporter did not know what to do. He led them to a police
station, but the sergeant said it was not his affair and advised them
to seek shelter elsewnere. The reporter then took them to the Beth
David Synagogue and left them there."

J




The writer bitterly criticized the “gentl
Hirsch Institute”, accu31ng them of behaviou
thing worse than negiect; in fact, it we
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Jewish Times, the only Anglo~Jewish publication
time. The event is entirely )fv*Loo\wLp not out of
’ n

this factor cannot be ruled out bauﬂlbh;ly. as many O ] <

of the Times were themselves immigrants or children of immigrants
who were certainly azle to rcaﬁ Yiddish. More likely the omission
reflacted the deprecating attitude of longer-standing members of
the community towards the Yiddish langquage and to any undertaking
arising out of the initiative of the newcomers.

2 new wave of pogroms occurred, not in Russ
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As Jewish 1ife became firmly rooted, attention was increasingly
focused on the education of the young. Wherever a synagogue was
founded, a Talmud Torah was invariably near by. In a city like
Winnipeqg, where in the year 1907 the Jewish ﬁopalatlon stood at six
thousand, a second Talmud Torah was opened, its chief benefactor
being Simon Lechtzier, who had donated the sum of $5508 towar&s its
building. 1In the £all the new Hebrew school was opened; among the

W

speakers was Rabbi Isracel Isaac Xahanovitcia (1872-1345 ); 2
Rabbi Xahanovitch, a distinguished Talmudist, was born in Grodno
and was educated in the Yesuivas of ultnuania° A man of rare qual-

ities, he had obtained semicha at twenty. Possessing profound wis-
dom and learning that won for him the love of all who knew him, the
influence of Rabbi Xanhanovitch made itself felt from Toronto to Van-
couver. Most olgnlrlcanL was his dedication to Zionist intarests
and his unflinching faith in the ideal of the rebirth of the Jewish
nation.**

In cases where tiny communitics of Jews were suddenly faced by
a rapid expansion, problems were bound to arise. In Sherbrooke, :for
instance, where in 19807 there were one hundred Jde s>wish souls, it was
necessary to institute legal proceedings to obtain permission to or-
ganize a congregation. The step was finally taken at a meeting pre-
sided over by a non-Jew, following a court injunction. The congre-
gation thus founded was the Agudath Achim.

i‘a)’
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In Hamilton tihe community was confronted by a problam of a dif-
ferent naturc. Congregation Anshei Sholem was threatened with a
division on the question: siaculd it rasmain Orthodoxz or join the
Reform affiliation? Under the presidency of Edmund Scheuer, the
Reform influence was strona. Howaver, this was later counteracted,
so that the Congregation was once more brought into the Orthodox
fold. Now, however, at a special meeting convened in May 1807,
the proponents of Reform once again gained the upper hand, and
agreement was reached that the Congregation adopt permanent Reform
affiliation.

-

In Montreal the need for an orphans' home, which had been felt
for decades, loomed with greater urgency than ever. The Baron de
Hirsch Institute, the main philantiropic agency, lacked adequate
means to undertake the creation of such an institution. But in 139085
in the face of growing naed that reached tragic proportions, a group

of women with singular de
i

lcation 1nd QCchmlnation, managed to col=-
lect a fund for the reali ot )

on of this goal.

$ Jewish Daily Eagle, Se
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An indication of prevailing conditionss: the strcets of Canada's
metropolis swarmed with Jewish boys and girls selling newspapers,
harassing pa sers=by in a desperate attempt to zugment the falej
income. Showing a remarkable lack of understanding, the Jewish Times
described them as “screaming, shabby, unkempt little street-Arabs”.

A major cause for concern was a decision of the Protestant
School Board that it would not admit Jewish children who were unable
to speak English (“"incompetent®). This pronouncement, incongruous as
it was with the tenets of the 1203 agreement between Jews and Pro-
testants, nevertheless presented a a&ilcate situation. It seemed
obvious that some motive lay benind this latest action of the School
Board.

When leaders of the Baron de Hirsch Institute requested a hear-
ing with representatives of the Protestant School Board, their request

a CY

h £ Se¢

an nigh at this outright insult. Yet

tne Jewish cause in newspapers such as
usly defended the

: v
was turned down. Feelings
scme support was expressad
tne Witness and the He
Jewish cause in this 1

Doubts began to form as to the intentions of the Board towards
the admission -of Jewish pupils in general.

\ proposal of a ?eoa“ats Jewish school panel = this time offered
ot by a Jew but Ly a Protestant who objected to the joint schooling
of Jewish and Christian pupils - evoked further apprchension. #

tiie Jewish Times confirmed th~2 lack of

i3 £
gstand on the whole closely approaching

C S L
7 question. Onz article, a tone
of obseguious appeasement, contends that Jewish parents are quite
indifferent to the type of education their children receive in the
Protestant school
‘We are willin sink national and religious nsiderations

cons
ler that our ci should grow uo worthy citizens
cf their adoption”, said the Times. "Despite the

e existing School Act regarding Jewish COISpl nce cons- ratlon
they are nevertheless will

: & i LOE € =
embarrassment, to permit their childrcn to receive re llH10UQ in-
struction from their teachers.”

The economic depression wiicn hit the United States at the end
of 1907 was beginning to make itself felt in Canada, and nowherc was
1ts impact more acute taan among the Jewish working classes of the
metropolis. The number of unemployed rose sharply, the streets
swarmed with hundreds of kewildered,; impoverloxed men wandering
about, their faces bearing the mark of xiety and helplessness.

* The proposal was contained in a letter to the Witness.




Not all the facts concerning the situation are available to-day,
but there is sufficient evidence to form a picture of the way matters
stood. In Toronto Rabbi Jacob Gordon cf the Goal Zedeck Synagogue,
in a sermon on Rosh Hashanah, bitterly reprimanded his audience for
the sorry state of the welfare organizations in that city. For
Montreal the statistics speak for themselves; figures releasad by
the Baron de Hirsch Institute in its annual regort and cormmented
upon in an editorial in the Eagle under the heading "Jewish Poverty
in Montreal®, reveal that the crisis “caused a disaster among the
. Jewish population in Montreal, and the Institute could only hel»
perhaps one out of ten of those appealing to it for help"

Throughout the winter and during the Passover week of that year
a continuous stream of nungry psople packed the Jewish immigration
centre at 332 St. Urbain Street. No needy man Or woman was ever
turned away. One hundred and twenty persons were fed daily, in
addition to sixty families being provided with bread, meat and other

supplies

Pocverty was leaving its mark, as can be seen from a startling
revelation by a chance medical investigation. This involved the
Jewish Bakers' union, whose members had applied for life insurance

within fJS Lnuerndtional Bakers' union. Of sixty-three members
| naking application, only twenty- three were accepted as eligible,
tie r:waiﬁzua forty-two being rejected because of tubarculools°

However incredible this may seem and whatever reasons offered
in explanation, one thing is certain: the poor health of the app-
licantz did not stem from good working conditions and a reasonable
work weex.

Relief finally came, thanks to the efforts of a groug
3

zations of the more -1L1bal segment of the community which '
forces to alleviate the hardships of the hungry and unemployed.

4
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Zighteen organizations in all, they included the Cloakmakers

affiliate of the I.W.%W., ,ha Carpenters’ Union, the Worl

¥ ; the Mchilaver Be f; Society, the Poale Zion and t

st~Territorialists. A "crisis conference® was convened where
>re made to gather funds for the opening of a public kitchen

the unemployed. L. Hershman was appointed Secretary-Treasurer.
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) they could obtain a meal; those who lacked the nwchb¢ paid
‘. During uhc first two weeks of its existence, the kitchen provided as

many as 2,223 meals, of which 556 were served witﬂout payment. Three
| nungr2d an“ fifty~three dollars was the total raised.

e
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Pathetic scenes are described by an observer who witnessed the
handing out of meals to the hungry. Writing in the Jewish Times,
the correspondent 1is chlecimed by the sympathy and warmth of the
personnel. He tells of young nothers with kabies in tha2ir arms
coming to cbtain a meal. Possibly as nuch as nlnety per cent of
those frequenting the soup kitchen wer: non-Jews. The food served
was prepared according to Jewish dietary laws, despite the unortho-

o

dox tendencies of the founders.®

Heart-rending incidents occurred alsc when unemployed Jewish
workers came to tie Baron de ifirsch Institute clamouring for help.
&
o

They virtually besieged the premises, often crcatlng a scene when
their insistent demands went unheeded. On occasion the police were
summoned to bhodily compel the suppliants to leave the building.

When a number of unemployed visited the Eagle offices to com-
plain of the treatment they had received (which formed the subject
of an editorial by A, Nonllner}F the Baron de Hirsch Institute re-
plied that it had already disbursed more than twice the usual amount
for relief and that tnel funds were depleted. The Institute was
actually on the verge of closing; according to the letter.

Despite these conditions, the community's cultural life suf-
fered no set-back.

In Toronto, for instance, Jewish workers arranged a series of
literary gatherings to raise funds for the unemployed. A particul-
larly successful evening of this kind took place when the noted
Jewish author David Pinsky was invited from Hew York. His reading
of excerpts from his famous drama The Treasure drew enthusiastic
response.,

&JO(

The Toronto section of the Social Territorialist Party invited
Dr. Machman Sirkin, editor of Dos Folk, to 3cdreﬁs two crowdad gath-
erings. Earlier that month he had visited Winnipeg and Calgary
as well as Montreal.

A movement in hontreal bpgan for the promotion of the Hebrew
language, spearheaded by the "Ivria” group, which consisted of

Maskilim prUqudnti of a secular mocdern Hebrew culture. Literary

and musical events were arranged and conducted in Hebrew. The lavel

of Hebrew teaching prevailing at the Talmud Torah was pitifully low.
]

;~

Partly this was due to the cffects of the depression whnich seriously
curtailed the resourcass for maintaining adequate teaching facilities:
the financial prosnlem indeed was soO great as to brimJ the Hebrew

scnool dangercusly ciose to the brink of being shut down completeis

<

“

* Jewish Times, March
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The spreading of anti-Semitic poison continued to contaminate
the atmosphere. In Toronto a number of incidents occurred that could
be directly traced to the influence of Goldwin Smith. In Quebec City
a conference of Young Catholics resolved to organize an anti-Semitic
party to fight the Jews. When the Montreal Le Canada opposed the
proposed resolution, the latter found a supporting voice in the pages
of the Quebec Action Sociale.

The situation in Montreal deteriorated so that Jews were begin-
ning to fear having tc walk on certain streets where they could bxo ct
to be accosted with stones or insults. The Kanader Adler found it
appropriate to advocate self defence units of Jewlegh you-ho A Cabinet
Minister who visited the Laurier Political Club, founded by Jews, was
bitterly denounced by the anti-Semitic La Croix. Hor was this paper
the only onz to spread vicious accusation agalnst the Jewish people;

a continuous stream of hate propaganda poured forth from a long string
of anti-Semitic sheets.

The avpr S8
%

on did not prevent a rift within the community which
arose out of a Dini

ical controversy on a question of Xashruth, the

Di
religious supervision of slaughter. The Montreal community soon found
itself divided into two opposing camps.




CHAPTER NINE |

The Kashruth controversy, which grew into an unseemly scandal,
caused anguisih and cmbarrassment for the Jewish population of lMont-
real., Aarising out of a dispute over the supesrvision of the ritual
slaughtering of animals, the matter involved the authority of the |
shochtim (ritual slaughterers) and rabbis, and had to be settled in |
the civic law courts. Bitterness reached serious oroportlong as one {

awish newspaper was actually "excommunicated” by a certain rabbi.

The trouble began when Rabbi Joshua Glazer, "Chief Rabbi" of
Montreal Jewry, sought to impose his authority. He even went soO far
as to appeal to the local v¢t1 council that no Jewish butcher be
granted a permit without his approval. Hor was this all. 1In his
determination to overrule his opponents, Rabbi Glazer submitted
allegedly falsc testimony in court declaring that certain rabbis
issued divorces not in keeping with Canadian civil law. This accu-
'sation aroused profound distress and resentment. Because of its out-
spoken criticism, the Kanader Adler came under a decree of excom-
munication from Rabbi Glazer

Though the dispute was finally settled, the disgrace it had
caused the community was not easily forgotten. In the wake of the
controversy a Christian judge was called upon to act as an expert
in Jewish law, being asked to hand down decisions on such matters
as Kashruth, marriage and divorce. *

The economic hardship follomlnq the recession was felt in Canada
for a long time. What affected the Jews most was a measure by the
Federal Government restricting immigration in the face of continuing
un-h:lpyn nt in the country; there was a drastic reduction in the
number of Jews allowed into the country.

Under the new measur avery immigrant was required to have in his
possession no less than $25.00 in cash and enough funds in addition to
pay for ais transportatloh to nis destination.

Aggravating the unemployment situation among Jews was the open
discrimination practised by pvrtaln industries which refused to hire
Jews .

In their desperation many JO

b-seckers left Montreal for Western
Canada to try their luck there. But the West, too, had its share of
unemployed, as indicated in a letter to the Kanader Adler from Bran-
don, Man., wihich sounded a note of caution to would-be settlers from

the East.

o

* The Friend. St. Petersburg, May 7, 1908; No. 9




All this was of course a reflection of the gencral coaditions
prevailing in the country at the time. It is no wonder, tiaen, that
the Canadian Trades Union Coangrcess meating in ~,fcbmg\,r of that ye
in Halifax adopted a strong stand against the immigration po¢1c1;s
of the government. It demanded more drastic curtailment of immi-
graticn than had 11§ﬁ>rt0 been applicd. Spcaker after speaker at
this convention, where the noted British labour leader Xier dardie
was a guest, stressed essentially the same point: that foreigners
were taking away jobs from native-born citizens, thus depriving them
cf their rightful moans of ecarning a livelinocd.

On the bright side can be noted thc goodwill shown Dy many
Jews to their fellow Jewish citizens. Xingston stands out as an
admirable examplc. When in 1908 the small Jewish community in that
city undertook the building of a synagoguc and found thelr own re-
sources inadequate for their goal after th.v had already purcinased a
site.-on Queen Street, their Christian neighbours came to their aid,
contributing the sum of $l,60u; which r;tresgutud a fifth of th= cost
of the building.

!

Anotaur incident ty@lfl;a a certain attitude towards the idea o
Zionism. ‘At a Zionist rally in Hamilton an unexpected element of sur-
prise and excitecment was added when a member of the local city council,
Alderman- Farrar, arosce from the audience and, ask1pg nermission to
speak ;. launched into an inspired recital of praise for the Jewisa
people and the Zionist ideal, showing a profound knowladge of Judaism,
which he said he had jalDUu from thirty-five years of rcading the
Bible. So effective and moving were HLV words that more .than one
hundred people present signed up immediately as members of the local
Zionist association.

, The highlight of the Zionist ndt¢0u‘l convention was the appear-
ance on July 1lst of Canada‘’s HMinister of Justice, the Honourablw Allen
B. Aylesworth, along with the Honourable William Pattcerson, Minister
of Customs. They were graeted gy a storm of applause as they ap-
proached the platform. Mr. Patterson told his audience that in his
view the national ideal of the Jewish peo hould receive the sup-
port of all men and women wio were aware of t hardships and suf-
fering which Jews had 2ndured over the centuries.

(() ../

That day Mr. de Sola received a letter from the Minister of
Justice, Mr. Avlesworth, enclosing a cheque for eighteen dollars as

a donation to the Jewish National Fund. The Minister was forwarding
this amount in honour of the fcrty-first anniversary of Canadian Con-
federation, which fell on that day, for the planting of trees in
Palestine. The thought had occurred teo him as he sat listening to

Mr. de Sola during ths convention, appealing to members to mark
special occasions by the planting of treces. His wish was to have
twelve trees planted in Canada‘s name, reprcsenting the twelve tribes.

H
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Bvents such as these, howevar, were not oo frcquyntc On the
whole, overt exprescions of extraordinary interest in Jewish affairs
were the exception rather than the rulvn By contrast it can be noted
that manifestations of the opposite kind, occasioning fear and anxi-
ety among Jews, ware not lacking.

Certainly this was true of the inflammatory propaganda carried
on by anti-Semitic journals in the province of Quebec. The cffects
of this propaganda soon came to be feclt as instigation of the popu-
lace lad to opan 3cts of violence.

112

One shocking encounter in Montrecal raised doubt
of the police. An elderly Jew was attacked on Main
neart of the Jewish u1UbL;\t: bf segveral ruffians wiho beat the old
man. When some Jewish boys who were passing by ran to defend the old
man against his attackers, tney were arrested by the police, while
the aggressors went unapprcehended. This unpleasant episode was re-
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portaed not only by the iMontrzal newsp s, where it was prominently
‘ o other parts of Canada. *

featured, but carried also by tne pre

On Yom Kippur Eve at tne Snaar Hashomayim Synagogue in dMontreal,
just as the Kol Nidre services were enalngi two shots wera heard from
outside. A window in the women's section was shattered and one woman
injured by fragments of falling glass. Two bOys were practlslng |
marksmanship in a y ent to the synagogue. pr re arrested
but subsequently re their caszs came before hv court and
the circumstances of their arrest explained.

In Torontc the local Zoard of Education decided to introduce the
study of the New Testament in tiie public Schools, contrary to tae
wishes of the Jewish population. A movement to fight this decision
of the board won a large following, being led by such personalities
as Rabbi Gordon, Rabkhi Weinrib, Advocate L. M, cinger? Mr. Cash and
Mr. Granatstein. A similar attempt to introduce the New Testament
into the pubklic schools of Toronto a decad: «1r11ﬁr fell througn
because of Jewish and other oppositicn at that time.

If the situation called for snercetic 'Hltlatlvb; there were few
signs of this anywhere in the country. An editorial in the Kanader
Adler of February 10, 1909 paints a gloomy picture of the prevailing
state of affairs.

"This:is not the first time that we draw attention to the spir-
itual poverty that prevails in our communal life in Canada, and wec
are afraid that we will have occasion to mention it for a long time
to comz. ™

\te

* Montreal Herald, August 25, 1909
- HMontreal Star, August 25, 1909
Le Canada
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‘zionism”, the article continues, "is weak. Territorialism 1S
breathing its last; the trade unions are tottering on unsure foun-
dations, while the charity institutions, syndicates and associations
ara insignificant and on the werge of going undar, forced to content
themsalves with penny budgets. The communities do absolutely nothing
except for personal ambitions to blow up the old and withered issue
of Kashruth." The editor concludes with the observation that the
financial report submitted Dy Stanley Bero, Superintendent of the
Baron de Hirsch Institute. shows that Jewish charities in Canada
spent only one tenth of the amount spent by Jcws in the United States.

-

Of course this can be explained by the terrible cconomic plight
of Jews in Canada at the time. A grim testimonial to this fact:
figures released by 2r. Ward, statls ician of the municipal depart-
ment of health in HMontreal, revealed that in 1908 Jews had a higher
infant mortality rate than any other ethnic group in the citv.

Yet the picture was not all as black as painted by the KXanader
Adler. Here and there were unmistakable signs of wvaitality in cer=
tain aspects of Jewish £

In Toronto, for example, we }
Pasternak, undertaking to establish a Jewish theat
was Qurvaasbd whaich he planned to rebuild for thi
real a permanent Jewish vaudeville house was opened by L. ﬂitnlﬂV at
the Auditorium Hall which was to present performances four times a

eeck: this in addition to the v1nlthg Jewish theatre companies from
New York, also managed by thc same lr. Mitnick.

The idea of cne Jewish V¢lfar; body to unite all existing charity
groups was proposed by Bero in HMontreal, an idea which later led to

the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies in that city.

Kanader Adler suggested the formation of a representative Jewi
body or Board of Deputies which would embrace 111 the communlt’;f i
Canada; this prior to the setting up of the Legislative Commiss
which the Raron dc Hirsch Institute had decided to establish,
proposal was cndorscd by the Baron dg fiirsch Institute, which c¢
an exploratory confurence to discuss the idea; among the partici
pants at this conference were Haxwell Goldstein, Clarence I. dae Sola;

'“S ?

Rev. Meldola de Sola, S. W. Jacobs, Rabbi Abramovitcih and H. Wohling
editor of the Kanader Adler. Tne idea of z Jewish Board of Deputies
met with a large mcasure of support.

AP

This movement for unity, ori
in Toronto, where the proposed soard of Deputies to be modelled after
the Anglo~Jewish wody aroused keen interest. As a matter of fact,
the faltering F*n ncial status of the Baron de Hirsch was a spur

towards the broadening of its membership. TFor 1ts annual budgaet of

nating in Montrceal, was taken up
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it had to re ly until now solcly on its 400 members. The need
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embers became ‘0f pressiig lmportance. Thnus the 1dsa was
drawing in "down town” Jews 1into the work.

to certain misunderstandings, however, the projected Board
had tdin aﬂ; The idea apparently met with little
m the general public, who were not convinced oF its im=-
; : info .:j of its lmojlc:tlon* As it turned out,
3 ions replied to the *;V1L1t101 ,xtbndpd Ly the
Hirsch Institute to all Jewish organizations, congregations
anshaften in Montreal to send dc;;gatvs to a




CHAPTER TEN

Two disturbing phenomena emanating from different sources brought
uncertainty and anxiety into the newly develcping ”CﬁJuﬂlty One was
the Christian evangelical movement that pursued young and old in prac-
tically every corner of the country; the other, a hate campaign car-
ried on in the province of Cuebec by the anti-Semitic yellow press.

Missionary leaders in cities such as Montreal, Toronto and Vinni-
peg were none too scrupulous in the methods they >m*lo100 to gain con~-
verts: they often resorted to enticing young cnildren with candy to
draw their mothers tc the mission. In Toronto they maintained a clin-~
ic in the Jewish section cof the city where they owenly pursued their
evangelical aims while nelping the sick and the nesedy. This prompted

a number of Jewish citizens to opcn a dispensary of their own. The

3

physicians Levine, Singer and "illensky donated their services free
so as to make 1t unnecessary for Jews to frequent the missionary
clinics.

The Montreal Jewish Daily Eagle (Xanader Adler) and the Jewish
Times vigorously campaigned against the missionary C1IQUu, ex >031ng
the shameless methods by which the latter attempted to lure their

victims.

ssionaries appeared in the offices
tor and all Jews that unless they
ssionaries, they would be charged
ructing the sprecad of Christian-

One day a spokesman for the mi
of the Kanader Pdlcr to warn the eé;
desisted from attacks against the mi
pefore the Christian world with obst
ity.

In Winnipeg evangelist actLVLL[ reached such flagrant proportions
that Rabbi J. K. Levine of the Jaaar Hashomayim congregation, an im=-
migrant from England, protested sharply at a gathering of Prcoctestant

clergymen, winning the s*npathy of some of the ministers present.

£
Jewish yocuth in Winnipeg organized an anti-conversion league that bhe-
gan to nharrass thie converters. One day 2 raii was made on a mission-
ary nouse and its leader, a convert, was aten; the house was eventu-

ally shut down by the police.

The virulent anti-Jewish ‘ny&Gdea that flowed from French jour-
nals in Cuebec such as Le Nationaliste, La Véritd and Action Sociale
became a disturbing factor that could not be passed over in silence
by the Jewish population. Its 2ffects began to be fz2lt in overt
acrimonious manifestations. Advertisements of “houses to let” stated
that Jews need not apply. These were discussed by the Legislative
Commission of the Baron de Hirsch Institute, but no dacisions were
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arrived at regarding possible action.

The situation grew worse. Anti-Jewish bias and prejudice in the
columns of the English language press, which ordinarily could be re-
lied upon to show tolerance and understanding, became commonplace.

One incident was brought to public attention by Mr. S. W. Jacobs,
the prominent Jewish advocate and community leader,in the lMontreal
rerald. A number of emplovees at the Grand Trunk Railway, both in
Montreal and Toronto, were arrested for using counterfeit train tick-

ets. Out of the fairly large group thus charged there were three Jews,

-

a fact which the local press lost no time in announcing.

Mr. Jacobs commented that a Jew charged with a crime was immedi-
ately identified, but race and religion were never mentioned when a
member of the Jewish faitih obtained an honour or a distinction.

Yet the community continued to develop and strike ever deeper
roots. In the small Montreal suburb of Lachine a Jewish settlement
sprang up and set about building a synagogue. No less than 95% of
Lachine's Jews became members of the new congregation. Many of these
were simple labourers and craftsmen who virtually built the synagogue
with their own hands.

Overshadowing all other issues for a time was the vexatious
school question in Quebec,; which once again began to draw attention
all over the country. Thz uneasy truce between Jews and Protestants
that followed the agreement of 1903 lasted no more than six years.
It was broken, this time by a demand for Jewish representation on
the Protestant School Board.

With the increase in Jewish population in Montreal, more than one-

third of the revenue of the Protestant schools now came from Jewish
tax-payers. It seemed reasonable, therefore, that the Jews be en-
titled to at least one seat on the Board, which counted six members
in all, of which thres were clergymen.

A bill to this effect was introduced in the Quebec legislature
by Dr. J. Finnie, provincial member for St. Lawrence riding. Specifi-
cally the Bill recommended that the membership of the Protestant
School Board be increased to twelve, and that one of these be of the
Jewish faith. This was enough to cause a loud outcry from the Prot-
estants. Letters streamed into the daily newspapers protesting the
bill; circulars were mailed to prominent citizens warning of the dan-
ger facing the Protestant schcols. Should this legislation be passed,
they argued, and Jewish teachers be hired, the Protestant schools
might lose their Christian character. Teachers of Jewish faith, in
their view, were not suited to teach Christian children. The public
was exhorted to apply all possible pressure to prevent the passage of
the said bill.




On 2April 20, 1%09 a hearing took place before the legislative
committee set up by the Legislature to dGeal with the bill, under the

chairmanship of the Premier, Sir Lomer Gouin. Hontreal Jewry was
reprcesented by Maxwell Goldstein et R Cup ! Sear W Jacobg, 1 K.C.oand Mr.

Lyon Cohen. The words of the first Protestant speaker., the Rev. Dr
Barclay, were enough to arcusz the deepest consternation. Commenti
on a remark he had heard that day in the Legislature regarding the
brotherhood of man, Rev. Barclay admitted... ‘a Jew 1is my brother, ..
but so is an infidel my brother, and even a thief is my brother...
vet I would not willingls entrust the =ducation of my children to a

thief®. *

The insult was felt deeply by members of the Jewish delegation
A dignified, courageous, if somewhat restrained, reply came from lir
Jacobs. “If the Protestant School Boand he said, "were opposed to
the bill merely on the ground that it advocated the election of school
cocmmissioners, the Jews would f£ind no cause for protest. It is dif-
ferent, however, when the cry is raised about a Jewish danger so as
to twist the basic issue. The Protestant schocl board has sent out a

v

circular to Protastant citizens urgl 1g them to fight the bill so that
their fellow Jewish citizens should not be granted representation on
the board. All we ask is ordinary justice; there is to-day not a
single Jewish teacher in the Protestant scheols, though many of them
hold diplomas as such. The Protestant commissioners consider Jews
good enough to allow them to pay for training and graduating from the
teacher colleges, but when they ask for positions as teachers, they
are told by the Protestant, liethodist and Anglican ministers that the
Christian character of thelir schools must not be contaminated through
Jewish teachers. This is shameful. I demand justice;” **

@)

Consisting at the time of not more than a handful of members, the
majority of whoit were opposed to the bHill, the Legislative Committee
lost no time in accepting a motion for the bill's deferment. Not a
single French-Canadian deputy supported the Vaw1si cause. Only two
voices were raised in suppoert: one was the Honourable William A, Welr,
Provincial Minister of Financ later a juogc in Montreal, and the

(23
other, Dr. Finnie, author of the bill.

It is also interesting to note that the Montreal Witness and the
Huntingdon Gleaner were the only two Protestant ﬁ*galc in the province
which saw fit, in the name of elementary justice, to defend the rldqt
of the Jews to a seat on the schoocl board to which they paid taxes
and under which their children received their education.

Dr. Barclayqt words were not easily forgotten That a lsading
Protestant divine should compare Jews to thieves in a speech from a
public tribunal aroused the keenest reseantment. In a sermon at the

* Jewish Chronicle, London, May 7, 1
** Jewish Chronicle, London, May 7, 19
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Shearith Israel Congregation, Rev. Meldo
to task for his derogatory remarks about
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the debt Chris-

n !
tianity owed to the Jews whom he called infidels? The Jew gave
humanity all its moral laws, but Dr. Barclay compares him tc a
';::_Li'\}é J’.‘ o o % °
Similar reactions were neard at a g tLerinJ in the Baron dc
laxwel 3 re ing
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glEl&thU is worth recording.
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“The cry was raised that the Christian character of the schools
would be undermined. If in truth such a danger existed, the lel
could be so amended as to prevent it. tlected school boards are
acceptablu in “oronto and in all other Canadian cities; and I do not
see why it is different in Montreal. Uowhere under the Union Jack
are Jews disqualified from taking part in elections for schocl boards,
and I would truly regret 1if thc Protestants of HMontreal were the
first to set such a backward precedent."” *

Education for Judaism was not being overlooked. The Talmud

2

Torah located on St. Urbain Street reported two hundred and eighty
pupils enrolled, and advanced classes cpened for the study of
Gemorrah. The principal,; Moisne Elimelech Levine, stressed the

appalling shortage of space. OV@ICVﬁijk classrooms constituted
health and safety hazards. He had received a warning from the Da~
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The matter was immediately dealt with by the meeting and a
decision adopted to purchase the Quildin@ adjacent to the Talnud
Toranh for the purpose of enlarging the institution at an ex
$10,000. Two disblnqiloubo menbers of the community, Lazaru
and Max Sessenwein, each donated $500, promising further co
butions of the same z3ize as cwcy became ne ecessary. Wit!
years the JULluLn\ was completed. In the interim clas
at the Baron de rsch Institute. A branch was opened
a suburd of 1ngr:nl where Jews had begun to settle a few ye
earlier but where they were moving to in increasing numbers.

l
) \U
(r W

-h K
= O
M)
(t
-

@
=
U |
®
SRR
<

(o1

At
5

D O W
[ )

Y
O

H

o

L

Y
-

J
y ¥

(&)

R -0
=
(¢

)

v 9
Pe

(v
Q

Consideraile advance was also reported by the Talmud Torah
Anshel Sfard undexr the guiﬁanc: of Rabbi J. Glazer and !Mr. Skubelsky,

its principal. Among its teachers were I. Yampolsky, who later
joined the staff of the Xa qu:r Adler, and the well-known pedagogue
Israel Figler. One hundred and sixty children attended this Talmud

* Ibid.
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Torah, the majority £from pocr homes; not more than sixty paid fees;

k
~

the rest were taught free.

@ 0
the ﬂontreal Zanader Adler a leading member of the Winnipeg
community wrote: “It i3 a pity to see what has becone of the Talmua
Toran at the Shaare Zedeck Synagogue, which cost thzs C y over
$40,000. The building now serves as a warehouse ne
and twenty children must crowd into two dingy
lessons. Their feelings towards such a school and how it ref
their ecagerness to study can be easily surmised %

From Winnipeg came 2 more disturbing account. In a lette
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ecognized in accordance w his abilities ‘Je must thorvefore
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2 as many are spoken 1in
: tice . » the upshot of all this be-
ing pnat if we =rant the foreign elements to be loyal to this country
we must encourage them tc participate in all that is taking pliace
around us, and we must help them to understand thet in Canada freedom
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nas no racial or religious limitations.” *¥

Hew congrecaticns, assocliatlions andc welfare bodies werxe sSpringing
up here and there Tn Quebec City, for example, there were tTweC con-
gregations, both struggling to survive - tihe Beth Israel anc the ohev
Shalom. After a ulsﬁute between them as to which of them should con-

1 age

tinue, the two congregations merged, and only one syna

In Glace Bay. Hova Scotia, there was a small communit
' souls ' sed
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* Kanader Adler, NWov. 7, 1909
*% Jewish Chroniclz, London, July 30, 150°
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community living. c naﬂ a beautiful synagocue, though heavily mort-
gaged, a Sons of Israel Association, a Hebr ies® Aid Society
o .

and a Zionist associati

in Sydney, not far from Glace Bay, there were just over twenty
Jewish families They, too, were organized in a congregation although
chey had as yet no permanant place of prayer, meeting for this purpose
in a rented house A shoichat, who slso served as rabbi and cantor
was maintained. But there was no Jewish school for the children.

ewish WJational Vorkers

awing its members from

rke cking cultural and

grew rapidly in numbers; branches
T

On Julyv 1%, 190!
Aliiance (Farband)
the ranks of nat

national express pand
. 2 P : - ™~ - 7 - - - - =
were latzer establisihaed in Toronto and Tinnipeg.




~1IAPTER ELEVEI
ca b APTER LLE VICLd

A series of “Letters fr . olcte Y, isovsky in the Kanader
anted an interesting »Hicture of life in Western Canada.

('1

Wumﬁcring betweezn five and s

ix thousand Jews, thie community
pOSsSesSs eight synagogues, 7ith cantors, sextons, a rabbi and a
preac He in addition to a dozen tinv congregations which met for
services on the iiigh Holidays.

A zestful, searching yvouth, split along various iceolcgical
lines was roflactad in an imposing array of "isms” ranging fror
General Zionists to Poalc Zionists, Socialist Territorialists, Social
Democrats and Anarchists. MNo less than four separats libraries
were in existence, all of which were to prove short-lived, however.

A progressive dramatic club staged better plays for a year and a
half. There were two mesting halls for lectures and other gather-

ings.

BEconomically, the Jews of Winnipeg were fairly well off while
representad in diverse occupations, the majority were engage ; in the
clothing trade, where sixty »er cent of all cmployees were Jews
There were also Jewish carpenters, bricklayers, as well as tinsmiths
and blacksmiths working for the CPR and CiIR. Some Jews on the out-

skirts of 'linnipeg werc ve anv and dairv farmers, bringing their
produce into the city for

~| ‘.L

\.M

A Young Iien's Hebrew Association was organized which in turn
created the Séttinq for further social and cultural organization.
This was made possible through the cfforts of a group of young men,
among them lMax Steinkopf, 1. J., Finkelstein, Dr. N. Margolis, Narov-

lansky 2and H. E. Wild.

An attempt to begin a Yiddish press to serve the Winnipeg com-
munity was made in March 1210, when the first issue of the Jawish
7 g

Courier appeared. Backing this venture wers a group fro

(

l)

g)
T
'Radical® elements, among them Chaim Zalt zman; Zussman, L
Moses.** The Courier saw the light for a few brief month:
which it was forced to discontinuc publication.

The idea of a Jewish newspaper, howsver, was not given upr. In
fact, it was soon to become a reality, thanks to tﬁ“ energetic
initiative of the Poale Zionist Osovskvc de wa ble to muster suf-
ficient support in the comnunity to begin sugllcatlon of the

Jew, a new Yiddish publication, in 5 ﬂtcmb 2y 1919, under the editor-
ship of B. I. Goldstein, who fo ““rlv had been on the staff of the

* Kanader Adler, Dec. 2, 1918
** Jubilee Souvenir Issue, Dos Yiddishe Vort, Winnipeg, 1232, ». 24




it was later publishzsd semi-
al reasons”, was printed by

., In 1914, under the editorship

wa

)

Kanader 2Adler. Beginning as a weekly,
weekly. The first issue, for ° ’
the Kanader Adler press in M

SEE g4 "v,ff*nr the name of the par ras changed from Canadian Jew
to ‘The Yiddish Word (Dos Yiddishe Vort Mr. Hestrin was succeeded
as editor by S. li. Selchen.
|\|

An event that brought Tinnipeg Jewry into the limelight was the y
alectoral victory of a young Jewish lawyer, 5. Hart Green, who won |
the seat for Horth Winnipeg in the nanltoba 1:gislature on July 11,
1210. His success was all the more n¢f1cgnt in view of the cam- ]
paign which had been conducted agains him by left wing J2ws who had
joined with Conservatives and even antivSemltes to defeat him. Some
of the Jewish "comrades” spread the word that 5. Hart Green had once

been a missionary and thab ne was not aven a Jew.*

When Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Prime Minister of Canada, was intro-
duced to the new Liberal member for Winnipeg Morth, who was described
as the first Jew to sit in a Canadian legislature, the Prime Minister
interrupted, "Pardon me, but the honour of being the first to elect
a Jew to the legislature belongs not toc your province but to mine,
the provincz of Quebec, which elected Zzekial Hart over a hundred
y2ars ago’.

These words were spoken by Sir ilfrid at a time when the atmos-
phere 1in Quebec was being polluted by the poison of antlmfﬁ“'uismj
The hate-mongers were outraged by his historic allusion. ‘What kind
of an honour is that to us?? they asked with bhitter sarcasm.

} 113tressing situation of the graveyard in Three Rivers was
suddenly revived with all its painful implications. An exchange of
letters in the lMontreal Star in September 1209 served to draw public
attention to the fate of the o0ld cemetery, and prompted the Rector
of the Protestant it. James Cathedral in Three Rivers to address the
following missiva to Chief Rabkbi Gla

The Rectory,
Three: Rivers, P
September 5, 180

The corrﬁwoondence which appeared in the last two issues of l

the llontreal Star prompted me to write you about the small cemetery 1
of the Jewish Orthﬂgox community here, which finds itself in a state
of scandalous depredation.

Several years ago a sensation was caused in the Montreal |

1

napers over the sale of a loca; Jewish cemetery. But the Montrealers !
who were concerned about the matter apmarently failed to understand ;

ofs -

* A. Osovsky in Xanacder
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| what it was all about. In fact, thera are two smal Jewish cemeter-
I jes here ~ one a private one which used to be call=zd the "liberal”

| one, and the other, about which I now write, the Orthodox burial

| ground which I believe belongs to tiae Orthodox congrﬂoation in Mont-

years ago, removing the graves to another cemztery. The Orthodox
graveyard is surrounded by a stone wall which by now is already bro-
ken: located behind a school maintained by the Christian Rrothers,
| it is in a horrible state. The last burial there took place thirty
years ago. A decade ago there were about a dozen, perhaps twenty,
'] o

W
I fine tombstones of coloured gran bu+ they have by now, I believe,
‘\ all been thrown down. They werec

acted for the most part by members
l of the iart and Judah families.

i real. The owners of the private burial ground sold the land several
|
|
|
”
&
te
er

2ince no one cares about this cemetery, and it appears that
the lMontreal congregation has even forgotten that it exists, I have
decided to write you about it and about the condition it finds itself
in to-day.

Rector, St. James Cathedral *

For many years the old cemetery in Three Rivers adwac ant to the
LaSalle Academy of the Christian Brothers lay unenclose until a
fence was eventually erected. But the toppled and vrovﬂn stones
were a silent testimonial to the end of a chapter in the history of
Jewish settlement in Canada, the pioneer era of the first Jews to
come to this country, in the very spot where the first Jewish com-
munity arose.

Once more the old wound was opened, the old injury revived.
This time the leaders of the Spanish-Portuguese congregation felt
that the situation must not be allowed to continue any longer. It
was imperative that steps be tafeﬂ to end the shameful state of af-
fairs - the open, flagrant degradation of holy ground, of the first
Jewish cemetery in the counLLy - the disgrace heightened by the fact
‘ that a Christian minister had to bring it to their attention. This
was indeed a humiliation, not only for the Spanish-Portuguese, but
| for all the Jews in Canada. ' ‘

After an on-the-spot investigation Ly one of their own members
who had been dispatched to Three Rivers for that purpose,; a unanlmuus
decision was made to effect the immediate transfer of the graves and
broken headstones from Three Rivers to the Portuguese cemetery in
lMontreal.

’ * The Glazer Collection, American Jewish Archives, Cincinnati




Jor was this all. Another poignant tragedy was enacted during
the dlblrter ent anéd removal of the graves. Acts of such horrible
vandalism occurred as to necessitate the calling of police. *

An incident which illustratec how cdeeply the vcnonous anti-
Semitic propaganda had penetrated into the various echelons of Que~-
bec society occurred at this time in Quebec City. This episode

arose out of a lecture delivzred by one Jacques Plamondon, a Quebec
notary and -journalist, on March 10, 12195, before a Catholic youth
club in the suburb of Saint~Roch. This address, a vicious diatribe
against the Jews, was published Ly René& Leduc, a printer, as a pam-
phlet for circulation. Leduc was also the owner of the anti~Semitic
journal La ILibre Parols, which apprearec in Quebec.

This kind of propaganda did not fail to bring results. Soon
attacks on Jews in the streets began; windows in the synagogue were
broken. Two Jewish storekeepers, Benjamin Ortenberg and Louis
Lazarovitch, filed a suit nglnbt Plamondon and dcduc for damages
incurraed as a rasult of his incitements. The trial that followed

aroused the most extensive interest hecause of its unusual nature.

Other examples of the bitter prejudice against Jews prevalent
among French Canadians can be cited. Some French Canadian landlords
refused to rent houses to Jewish tenants.

One such case, which led to procezadings in a law court, 1is
recorded. A Christian tenant in a house owned by a French Canadian
proprietor, wishing to vacate his flat before the expiration of his
lease, sub-let it to a Jew, transferring the lease to the new tenant.
The lannloré- upon learning that the new tenant was a Jew, sought to
evict him, and appealed to the court for a legal order to enablzs him
to do so. Tie petition came before Judge Guérin; appearing on his
behalf was Abb& Bélanger, who defended his refusal to rent a flat to

JEWS .

Judge Guérin reprimanded both the appellant and his “defender”®
for seeking to nullify a perfectly legal agreement without valid
justification, questioning the Abbé as to whether his views derived
from the law, or whether, in any case, it was human to oersecute
Jews., **

In such an atmosphere it is easy to comprchend how an episode
occuring in Rome should have led to formidable anti-Jewish demon-
strations in thzs province of Quebec. A remark made by the Jewish
mayor of Rome in 191C about the Pope wa enough to evoke bitterly
hostile demonstrations of thousands oth in Montreal and in Quebec

1

City. Incited by the inflammatory spee haes of their leaders, the mob

a0

marched and shoutzd: "A bas les Juifs!? (Down with the Jews! ™)

~

* Ranader Adler, November 10, 190%: Jewish Chronicle,; London,
December 31, 1909

** Jewish Daily News, New York, February 14, 1910




The school question was once more in the news in
Finnie’'’s bill came bhefore the Legislature a second t his time
presentad by Godfrey Langlois. In somewhat amended form, the bill
asked for Jewish reprﬂsentation on the Protestant school board and

for the accentance of Jewish t

uebec as Dr.
A
[

teachers in the Protestant schools.
It was a foregone conclusion, however, that the bill would not be
passed, judging by the tremendous agitation against Though not

-

LC
Q°feat\y, the bill was once again dropped from the agenda.

It is interesting to note that it was the lMontreal Star and the
Gazette that fought granting Jews school rights, while some of the
French-Canadian press defended the proposal. It aven recommended the
setting up of a sapQLa*ﬂ Jewish school panel. The suggestion was
taken up Ly the Protestants, who declared that they would bring in a
bill to: this effeCt at the next session of the 7fnislature° It was
obviocus, however, that this move was nothing more than an attempt to
intimidate the Jews. *

Two very important institutions came into being at this time in
Montreal One was the sanatorium for TB patients in Ste. Agathe.
This hospital, built on the model of the Jewish sanatorium in Denver,
begun around this time, was not completed until 1212 and officially
opened in 1513,

The other was a home for Jewish orphans - to f£ill a need which
had long been of the utmost urgency. The lack of such a home con-
stituted a case of extreme neglect; homeless Jewish children in the
care of the Baron cde Hirsch Institute very often ended up in
Christian institutions.

Almost a replica of the Montreal community, Toronto was under-
going a similar development. %e hear of the opening of a Ziocnist
Sunday school; other Zionist leaders were actively engaged in setting
up a Jewish library.

* Jewish Chronicle, London, !ay 27, 1219







The craving for culture and the high esteem for its creators
is testified to by the numerous literary events taking place in the
community. During the latter part of 1910 two well-known literary
personalities visited Montreal. One was the distinguished Hebrew
author, Zionist thinker and journalist Reuben Brainin, and the
other the Yiddish poet Yehoash.

Brainin gave two lectures, the first presided over by Rabbi H.
Abramowitz, and the second under Lyon Cohen. On both occasions
the Baron de Hirsch hall was filled to capacity, many being turned
away owing to lack of space.

Describing the conditions of Jews in various countries through-
out the world, Brainin stressed the importance of Zionism and the
Hebrew language. 350 inspired was his audience that it was spon-
taneously moved to inscribe the author's name and that of his wife
in the Goldsn Book of the Jewish National Fund, the money for which
was raised in a matter of a few minutes.

o less an impact was made by the visit of the poet Solomon
Blumengarten, known by his pen name of Yehoash. Coming to Canada at
the invitation of the Poale Zion, he delivered two lectures at the
Baron de Hirsch hall which were received with such tremendous enthusi-
asm that he was persuaded to give another two, one of these in Eng-
lish. He spoke on art and poetry, in particular the poetry of the
Bible, which he had so masterfully translated into Yiddish.

An outstanding event of a similar nature in Toronto was the
appearance of the poet Morris Rosenfeld, his visit made possible by
the Workmen's Circle. Close to one thousand people filled the Associ-
ation Hall where a program of recitations and songs by Rosenfeld was
presented in his honour.

The historic Fifth Annual Convention of the Poale Zion of North
America took place in Montreal in October of 1910. Such noted per-
sonalities as Dr. Chaim Zhitlowsky, Dr. Nachman Sirkin and others of
a similar calibre took part in the proceedings. The blue-and-white
flag flew from Jewish businesses and homes in honour of the occasion.
Officially opened by M. L. Sack, the conference sessions lasted sev-
eral days.

A sensation was caused by a proposal of Dr. Zhitlowsky that the
Poale Zionists break away from the Zionist institutions such as the
World Zionist Congress, National Fund and Shekel and form a scr=vite
structure of their own, independent of other Zionists. The proposal
was bitterly opposed and finally rejected.

- a0 -
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But another suggestion of Dr. Zhitlowsky was endorsed, advocating
the establishment of Jewish secular schools. Three months later a
school of this type was begun in the Mile End district of Montreal,
the first of its kind in Canada.

In Toronto th= mocting of the Canadian Zionist Foderation evoked
a gesture of good will by the city of Toronto towards its Jewish citi-
zens: the city council voted a sum of several hundred dollars for a
civic reception for the delegates.

To what extent mixed marriages were frequent among Jews in Canada
at the time is not known. That the problem did arise, however, can
be seen from a public statement issued by a Reform Rabbi. Rabbi
Nathan Gordon of Temple Emanuel in Montreal expressed his clear views:

"Recently I have been asked to officiate at so-called mixed
marriages... I receive requests of this kind on the assumption that
I will readily comply...

"I have no gquarrel with my Orthodox colleagues - thouga I main-
tain - and this is well known ~ that therec are certain misunderstand-
ings between us. But in this matter we are in complete agreement.

"On the subject of mixed marriages my opinions are entirely con-
servative. In other words, I am against mixed marriages not as a
Reform Jew, or a Conservative Jew, but as a Jew. I believe they
cause us Jews an economic rather than a religious loss, because they
lead to a diminution of our numbers and to our disappearance as a
people.

"To~day we need, far more than ever before, Jews who are strong
in spirit and integrity, Jews to help us, to fight with us so that we
may shape our destiny in the future. Mixed marriages inevitably lead
to the weakening of our ranks, rob us of our dynamic forces, under-
mine our existence and could lead to our total disappearance. We
must think about our survival as a people. It should be our sacred
duty to see that Israel lives and shall continue to live eternally.
That is why mixed marriages are undesirable, apart from other reasons
that could be cited. WNo thinking Jew can believe otherwise.® **

In Montreal the Baron de Hirsch Institute became a community
centre in the truest sense of the word. It became the regular meet-
ing place for scores of Jewish organizations, unions, societies and
diverse groups. Discussions and deliberations pertaining to major
communal undertakings took place here. The Baron de Hirsch also
served as a cultural centre where frequent lectures were given.

* Jewish Chronicle, London,; December 15, 1910

** TIbid., March 25, 1910
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All this activity was carried on in addition to the Institute's
functions as a philanthropic body. The significance of its latter
role can be gauged by the recognition it received when the Quebec
Legislature in 1911 voted a subsidy of $300 towards its welfare
budget. A statement by the provincial Minister of Finance described
the Baron ds Hirsch Institute as a philanthropic institution of the
highest order deserving wide support. During that ycar it had pro-
vided free medical assistance to 364 patients.

The census of 1911 revealed the substantial growth of Canada's
Jewish population over the previous decade. There were 75,681 Jews
in Canada in 1311 as compared to 16,131 in 19901 - an increase of
369.16 per cent. This phenomenal increase is not surprising in view
of the open door policy of immigration that had been in force during
that period when Canada welcomed new settlcrs, of whom nearly sixty
thousand were Jews.

3y far the greatest number of Jews were concentrated in Quebec
and Ontario:; to be exact, 76.1% of the total Jewish population of
Canada made their homes in these two provinces. And it was here that
Jewish life became most firmly entrenched,; lending colour and content
to the community.

We find a parallel process to the general expansion of the West
taking place. While the number of Jews in Quebec increased four-
fold since 19901 and that of Ontario five-fold, the increase in the
three Western provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta was
seven~-fold, or two to three times the rate of increase in Eastern
Canada.

On March 4th of 1211 the newly reconstructed Talmud Torah in
Montreal, a modern Hebrew educational institution, was dedicated on
St. Urbain Street. The new school could hold 500 pupils. The method
of teaching which employed Hebrew as a language of interpretation
from the original Biblical Hebrew ("Hebrew into Hebrew") had already
been introduced.

The history of the Montreal Talmud Torah actually reflects the
history of the local Jewish community. Both followed a parallel
process of expansion, the former keeping pace with the latter.

We have repeatedly noted the anti-Semitic propaganda carried on
by some Quebec journals. Le Devoir and Le Nationaliste criticized
the president of the Canadian Zionist Federation, Clarence I. De Sola,
who was also Belgian consul in Montreal. He was accused of failing
to display the Belgian national flag from the consulate on the
occasion of a Eucharist Congress held in Montreal. De Sola replied
by filing court action against his accusers, charging them with libe
and asserting that foreign consulates were not obliged to fly their
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national flags on such an occasion¥ The writers were forced to apolo-
gize, claiming that they had been wrongly informed. The Belgian con-
sul then withdrew his chargesc

Deep concern was aroused by the scheming of the Citizens'
League in Montreal, headed by layor Guerin, to revise the city lines.
According to this plan, a district which was predominantly Jewish was
to be merged with anotiher neighbourhood in such a way as to preclude
the possibility of a Jew ever being elected to represent it. Nor
would this apply only for municipal elections.

A bill to this czffect was already before the provincial legis-
lature.

The English language pIDSb rcacted negatively to the kill and

its intentions. To voice the Jewish protest, a representative of the
KRanader Adler visited Quebec where he had interviews with the Premier,
Sir Lomer Goulin - a man noted for his liberalism towards Jews - as

well as with other leading members of the Legislature. In conse~
quence, the bill was finally amended. *

The Reform Temple Emanuel in Montreal opened its new building
on Sherbrooke St. West, between Wood and Elm Avenues (burnt down
in 1%57), having previously been located on Stanley Street. Rabbi
Nathan Gordon devoted his last sermon in the old building to a re-
view of its past history.

In the summer of 1211 the Herzl Dispensary in Montreal was
opened, a result of the efforts of Jewish doctors with the help of a
dedicated following of Jewish men and women. Located at first on
St. Dominique Street, the dispensary was moved a few years later to
more adbquatc quarters on St. Urbain Street. The honour of offici-
ally opening the new dispensary was accorded Reuben Brainin.

Most distressing was a new wave of evangelist activity. 1In
every corner of the country Christian missionaries revived their
attempts to convert the Jews to Christianity. In Montreali, Toronto
and Winnipeg the religious onslaught reached large precportions.

Matters reached a climax when a Montreal conference of evangel-
ist ministers placed on its agenda the question of oprﬂaalng Christ-
ianity among Jews and decided to intensify their efforts in this
direction. Rabbi Nathan Gordon of Temple Emanuel declared:

* Jewis h Chronicle, London, Feb. 24, 1311
B. G. Sack in Kanader Adler, Dec. 15, 1957
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"The Jew had withstood every kind of persecution, repression and
torture but remained loyal to his faith. We have the right in this
free country to adhere to our beliefs, and nobody can force us to do
otherwise... We have nothing to learn or to appropriate from the
Christians... the Bible and the Psalms are ours anyway... when Russian
soil was steeped in Jewish blood, pious Christians barcly protested.."*

Far more serious was the direction taken by the missionary move-
ment in Toronto. One minister, Rev. W. H. Hincks, while extolling
the Jews in one of his szrmons, devoted another to describing them
as foreigners constituting a threat to the Anglo-S5axon race on this
continent; it was therefore incumbent on the Church to make Christians
out of them =~ true Christians.

The convert seeckers would make their way into the Jewish section
of the city and hold open air meetings on the very spot where the
Zionists used to assemble. One angry encounter between the Jews and
the missionaries led to a disturbance that necessitated the calling

-
of police. There was some suspicion that the Christians had planned
the intervention of the guardians of the law when the latter appeared

to side with the missionaries, dispersing the Zionist gathering and
beating up Jews who resisted. Twenty Jews were badly injured, re-
qui®ing medical attention; six were arrested.

A petition was forwarded to the authorities asking that the
missionaries be kept out of the Jewish neighbourhood.

Some of the Toronto papers denounced the soul-snatchers and
defended the Jewish cause. The Catholic Herald came out with a
strong editorial along this line, while the World, one of Toronto's
most influential dailies, sharply criticized the leader of the local
mission.

An excerpt from the World editorial:

Reverend S. B. Rohold (the most repulsive of the perverts), who
is known as a Christian Jew and a Presbyterian minister, often scems

e
to give the morbid impression of a creature born of abnormal mating.
Under such circumstances he would do well to leave alone nis former
co-religionists, and instead turn his attention to that vast army of
drifting Christians who are in much greater need of Christian teach-
ing than the Jews we s=e around us.

24, 1911

* Ranader Adler, Feb. 12

¢
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"Christianity means doxng unto others what you would have others
do unto you. Perhaps Mr. Rohold has not imbibcd enough of this spirit
if he believes he ‘is d01ng-good by taking part in such incidents as
the one he provoked in the 'ward'... We are living in a free country,
but as an ardaent convert, he cannot distin h | n frazedom and
licence.” *-

Members of the Liberal Cabinet under Laurier had frequently
apncarcd at public gatherings to condemn the Czarist persccutions
Laurier himself had done 50, Two days becfore the alections,
= ] ‘

real Jawry
when he appea: trict, in
front of the Kanader Adler building then located at 10 O
and addressced the crowd gathered there. About 6,000 peop
rounded the building, sprecading out over an € tire 7
' Ontario to Demontigny. The tumultucus ovation given the
ster lasted five minutes without letup

£
ed in person in the heart of the Jewish dis
on

r, "I comeé here from a huge mass meet-
here with you gives me the
ill do everything in
ry for your brothers

"lly friends”, said Laurie

ing, but I can assure you that my mecting A
| most heartfcelt pleasurc The Liberal Party w
its power to kaeep open the doors of the count

s
] i S Y
and sisters. A X

® Jawish Chronicle, London, August 25, 1211

s

*% Tanader Adler, September 21, 19




CHAPTER THIRTEE

With the growth of the Jewish yOpulatlon in Canada and its in-
creasing partlclpatlon in Canadian life, an cver greater inclination
to entexr politics became apparent amongd g SWS .

In Webwood, Ontario, a village of €57 souls, of whom 16 were Jew-
ish, a delegation of citizens in 1911 approached ong of the
Jewish residents, Sam Minder, with the request that he become a can-—
didate in the voting for alderman. Iiinder accepted the offer, and,
despite his youthful age of 27 and his being in the country for only
four years, ne won the election by a substantial majority in the face
of strong opposition.

Several weeks later Jacob Miller, president of the Jewish congre-
gation in Cornwall, Ont., was re-elected alderman for a second term
by a large majority, polling more votes than either of two non-

Jewish aldermen elected at the same time.

HMunicipal clections in lontreal in February 1912 also brought a
surprise - the fulfillment of a long-standing dream, tO have a Jewish
representative on the city council. Abraham Blumenthal was elected
alderman for St. Louis Ward.

Blumenthal®s nomination took place at a special mecting of- J2wish
leaders in the offices of the Xanader Adler. His victory at the polls
takes on special olgnlLicance when weighed against the fact that for
sixty years there had been no Jewish member on the Montreal city coun-
cil. The liontreal Herald referred to the Jewish victory as a “danger-
ous preced vnt The first Jew to be clected to public office in
Montreal was Samuel Benjamin, in 1843,

Winnipeg also saw the election to the city council of a Jewish
alderman. This was the well-known A. Scaliter, head of the Jewish
Community Fund, who in 1912 ran for alderman in ¥ard Five and won the
seat, which he was to hold for several terms. The same year another
Jew, E. R. Levinson, was appointed Crown Prosecutor in Winnipag ~ the
first Jew ever to be appointed to such an office.

In the Quebec provincial elections, however, darry Bloomfield
and the already well-known Jewish lawyer lMarcus M. Sperber had less
success. Both were candidates for the legislature in St. Louis
Division of Montreal. The former, running as Independent Conserva-
tive, withdrew his candidacy in the early stages of the campaign,
qnllb Sperber as Independent Llooral failed to obtain enough votes.
The seat for St. Louis was won by Godfroy Langlois, official candi-
date of the Liberal Party, who was known as a friend of tne Jews
In his weekly Le Fays Langlois had warmly sided with thz Jews on more
than one occasion. His victory was important in view of the fact
that the parish priest cf 5t. Louis de France had carried on an agi-
tation against him, as against the Jews, throughout the campaign.




Y

Bitter resentment was evoked by a bill introduced in the Federal
parliament concerning Queen's University in Kingston. Presented by
W. Nicholl, member for Kingston, the bill contained clauses which
were discriminatory in intent. It aroused a series of heated de-
bates, and was greeted with angry criticism from both Christians and
Jews. One clause called for the designation of Queen'’s as a
"national” university, which was interpreted as an expedient for ex-
cluding Jews. This clause was later changed, in the face of strong
objections, to read that the university was tc be "decidedly Christ-
ian in character”. Under further protest, this point, contained in
Section 20 of the bill, was finally amended in the Senate so that the
phrase "Christian in character” should apply only to professorial
and administrative staff.

Telegrams from Jews all over the country were dispatched to
members of Parliament urging them to intervene for the amendment or
rejection of the bill. Demonstrations were held in a number of cities
- Montreal, Toronto, Kingston and Winnipeg - in which Christians as
well as Jews participated. Among the prominent non-Jews who saw fit
to join the protest were clergymen.

At a huge protest rally in the Lyric Theatre in Toronto, Rever-
end W. H. Hincks, pastor of the Broadway Tabernacle, submitted a
letter:

"With great astonishment I read in the newspapers that a uni-
versity wishes to create certain exceptions on the grounds of race
and religious differences, endeavouring in this manner to exclude
the most intelligent race in the world from the possession of equal
rights." *

In March 1912 the famous Hebrew author Reuben Brainin became
the editor of the Kanader Adler. This proved to be a milestone in
the life of the Jewish press, which was to wield an ever-growing
influence within the community.

Brainin became the spiritual spokesman and guide for Montreal
Jewry, as his influence came to ke felt through the contributions
he made to the development of its cultural institutions. One of
thesé was the Jewish library, which came into existence about this
time as a result of the co-operation of Jewish organi-’
zations working towards this goal - among them the Poale ulon, the
Jewish National Workers' Alliance (Farband), the Workmen's Circle
branches 151 and 204, and certain Jewish trade unions. Taking an
active interest in the organization of the library, Brainin was
instrumental in bringing it up to the high standard it was to enjoy
within a few years.

* Kanader Adler, March 24, 1912
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Leon Chazanovitch, a well-known Poale Zionist leader and jour-
nalist, came to Montreal about the same time to become editor of
the Jewish socialist weekly Foliszeitung, the first issue of which
appeared on April 19, 1912. Among the contributors to the Folks-
zeitung, which lasted through twenty-six issues, were Dr. Sirkin,
Dr. Bl*nbaum, Borochov and other famous Jewish essayists, as well
as the writer of these lines. The Yiddish poet Moishe Leib Halpern
served as a member of the editorial staff of the journal.

Militant in outlook, the Folkszeitung rapidly became an influ-
ential factor in certain areas of Jewish life. Intrepidly, it
raised the old~new school guestion in the province of Quebec in a
light in which it had rarely been presented before. Chazanovitch
was the first to pose the gquestion in its sharpest focus when he
published a five-column article in the Folkszeitung under a heading
that stretched over the entire front page:

“"Crime, Shaw& and ScanJal Jewish “hlldren are being
brougut up in the Christian Religion.

ried a fiery editorial on the same theme under the

Another issue carr
(Sta r of David), Yellow Patch of Montreal Jewry."

heading "The

It was under the inspiration of Chazanovitch that the Poale
Zion movement in Montreal later flung itself with cxcpptlonal
vigour into thL';lqnt for SLpalate Jewish schools in Quebec.

A new Jewik h paper came into being in Toronto. The Jewish
Journal first saw the light of day on November 29th of that year.
Starting out as a weekly, it began pub’1sglng daily one year later.
Its first editor was H. Hersh. Changing hands frequently, the
Journal was edited at different tlmcd by A. Reinwein, Samuel Mayer
Shapiro and others. There is no doubt that it played a significant
role as an instrument of Jewish public expression in Toronto through-
out its existence.

In Montreal an attempt was made to establish a Young Women' S
Hebrew Association on the initiative of a small group of Jewish
women, among whom were Mrs. Mortimer E. Davis and Mrs. I. S. Leo.

An association called the Friendly League of Jewish Women in
Canada had been in existence for some time. under the presidency
of Mrs. Clarenc¢e I. De Sola. It was out of this group that the
Y. W.H.A. was formed, when 75 of its members immediately enrolled
in the new asscciation. The latter held meetings regularly in the
Baron de Hirsch Institute. It gradually broadened its activities
and gained immense popularity.
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At the same time the Young Men's Hebrew Association conducted a
two-week membership drive which rurned out to be an overwhelming
success: its membership soared from a mere 200 to the astonishing
figure of 1400, making the Montreal organization the second numeri-
cally largest of its kind in the world. *

An event affecting the Jews of Montreal with far-reaching ccon-
omic consequences was a general strike in the men's clothing industry.

Tailors, cutters, operators, pressers, pantmakers - all were
involved in the work stoppage that 1asted seven weeks, completely
paralyzing the industry. Resorting to strike action after their
demands for higher wages and better working conditions met with
repeated refusals on the part of the employers, the strikers showed
remarkable solidarity throughout the long weeks of strife. Union
recognition and a reduction in working hours, which then amounted to
55 hours per week, were among the demands for which the workers held

out.

It was a bitter struggle. After an unsuccessful attempt to
break the strike, even by importing strike-breakers from Toronto,
the manufacturers were finally compelled to comply with a large
part of their employees' requests. Affecting directly a third of

the Jewish population of Montreal, the strike left dire economic
hardship in its wake.

About this time Lyon Cohen, true communal ledader, proposed the
unifying of all philanthropical activities and communal institutions
in one single body or federation. As president of the Baron de
dirsch Institute, Mr. Cohen formulated such a proposal in his annual
report for 1912.

It was apparently not the first time he had made such a propo-

sal. In his own words, "I wish to raisc again the question of how
+o co-ordinate our various charitable activities so as to achizve
more effeetive results with less cost and effort.” He then alabor-

ated on the idea of creating a united Jewish communal body along the
1ines of the British Board of Deputies. **

The same thought was being cxpounded simultaneously by Rauben
3rainin in the Yiddish press. In a series of e¢ditorials in the
Kanader Adler, Brainin stressed the importance of a centralized
community organization, which was sadly lacking in Montreal, and
which would be of immeasurable benefit to the community. A central
agency combining all communal functions - charitable, cultural and
social, as an example of which he cited the Jewish communal organi-
zation in Germany - could give grcater meaning and influence to
Jewish life in Canada.

* Jewish Chronicle, London,; June 28, 1212
** The Jew in anada, p. 195
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During the presentation of a bill in the Quebec Legislature to
incorporat= the Montrecal Hebrew Free Loan Society, some reluctance
was encountered on the part of the relevant legislative committee,
owing to the opposition of some members. They refused tc believe
that Jews could ever lend money without charging interest.

An apology was later offered , as the innuendoes had been mads
in jest. The bill was passed. But the incident resulted in many
newspapers carrying articles on the work of the Jewish Free Loan
Society. Henri Bourassa, who at that time showed little sympathy
for the Jews, extolled the institution, urging French-Canadians to
follow the Jewish example and to set up a Free Loan society of their
own .

ent of significance was the visit of Colonel Sam Hughes,
f Militia in the Borden Cabinet, as speaker before the
oung Men's Hebrew Association. Colonel Hughes paid tri-
bute to the Je
in all parts of the Empire, recalling with admiration certain Jews
with whom he had come in contact personally during the Boer war and
in England. Remarking that in Britain Jews were entrusted with the
highest offices, he saw no reason why a similar situation should not
prevail in Canada. He expressed the decpest admiration for the way
the Jews had retained their cohesiveness as a people throgh centur-
ies of persecution, ascribing this phenomenon to the system of edu-
cating Jewish children and the influence of the parents, which he
regarded as superior to all other methods of raising the young.
Though this was the first time he addressed a Jewish gathering,
the Minister asserted that he felt very much at home. Lyon Cohen
and Bernard Rose thanked the speaker for his visit.

For Montreal Jewry the Minister's remarks must have been
especially gratifying. Colonel Hughes, who was once a school
teacher himself, must have been unaware that his high regard for

the upbringing of Jewish children was not shared by the authorities
of the Protestant schools in Montreal, judging by the treatment Jew-
ish pupils received. An unfortunate incident at Aberdeen school,
wherc nearly all the pupils were Jewish, shows the ubiquity of this
attitude.

Provoked by an insulting comment made by a teacher in the
classroom, five hundred Jewish pupils left their desks in protes
In an attempt to mediate the strike, prominent Jewish citizens
with the school authorities. The offending teacher, after being
forced to apclogize to her Jewish pupils, was transferred to
another schocl.

Though the matter was officially closed, it left hard feelings
and more than a trace of apprchension concerning the spirit dominat-
ing the schools to which Jewish parents were paylng taxes.

Jewish Chronicle, London, Feb. 28, 1913




- 81 -

But a victory was scored when the Protestant School Board in
1913 freely agreed to accept Jewish teachers holding the necessary

Teachers' Certificates.

An honoured guest of Canadian Jewry in the early summer of 1913
was the famous Hebrew writer Nachum Sokolow, later president of the
World Zionist Organization. Mayor Hocken of Toronto bestowed on
him the rare honour of the "freedom of the city"®.




CHAPTER FOURTEEN

An amergency conference of communal leaders in Montreal, convoked

by the Legislative Committee of the Baron de Hirsch Institute in July
of 1913, reflects the two major concerns of Canadian Jewry at the
time.

One was the trial on slaughtering taking place in Halifax:; the
other was the Plamondon~-Leduc case in Quebec, where the defendants
were being charged with libel arising out of numerous malicious
attacks on Jews and the Talmnud.

S. W. Jacobs reported on the proceedings in Quebec Superior
Court where he was conducting the case for the prosecution. Though
confident that the court would find the defendants guilty, Mr. Jacobs
expressed his readiness to take the case to the Court of Appeals, and
if necessary, even to the Privy Council.

In Halifax a lawsuit was initiated by the Halifax Humane Society
against the shoichet Abraham Levitt. On March 19th of that vear
Andrew Williamson, an inspector of the society, accompanied by a
veterinarian, during a visit to the slaughter-house, observed a
shoichet sharpening his knife in preparation for the slaughter of a
calf. The calf’s horns and hind legs were tied, while it was being
hoisted by a machine, and then flung on its back; after which the
horns were untied and the calf's head released for the slaughtering.
The impression given was that the animal suffered undue pain by that
method which lasted 14 minutes, pain which could have been avoided
if it had been stunned unconscious before killing; that the latter
method was more humane than the Jewish ritual slaughter.

The shoichet was charged in court with causing unnecessary suf-
fering to an animal. Magistrate Fielding of the police court, who
presided over the hearing, accepted the evidence of the veterinarian
and found the shoichet guilty, imposing on him a small fine and court
costs.

For the Jews of Halifax and the Maritimes - indeed,; for Jews all
over Canada - the verdict had serious implications. It was possible
not only that shechita would be placed in question, but that it would
be prohibited altogether.

The Halifax community took the case before a higher court, be-
fore Judge Wallace. The Halifax Baron de Hirsch Hebrew Benevolent
Society appealed to Rabbi Joshua Glazer of Montreal for assistance
in the case. The Baron de Hirsch Institute in Montreal likewise lent
its support.
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At the hearing the plaintiff and the chief witness contradicted
themselves, thereby weakening their testimony. Under cross examin-
ation the ve:erinarian allowed that he might ha e crred, since the
actual killing took no longer than one second.

Appearing along with Rabbi Joshua Glazer was Howard McPatridge,
a graduate from an Ontario veterinary college, who testified that he
had once witnessed the slaughte ring of an animal according to Jewish
ritual. Refuting the testimony of the prosecuticon, he confirmed
that the slitting of the throat rendered the animal ins tdntaneously
unconscious, thus preventing any sensation of pain. This opinion
was corroporated by Rabbi Glazer, who further testified that the
shoichet in question was highly gualified to perform shechita, by
which the animal lcses consciousness instantly. He referred to the
definition of shechita in the Jewish Encyclopedia and to the findings
of experts that Jewish slaughter causes less pain to an animal than
any other method of killing.

The last and most important witness for thc defence, whose tes-
timony led to the quashing of the verdict against the accused, was
Dr. David Fraser Harris, Professor of Histology and Physiology at
Dalhousie University.

A graduate in medicine from the University of Glasgow, he was
the author of a book on the nervous system. After hearing the
testimony against the accused, he assexted that when the jugular
vein is cut and the head of the animal falls back, the neural con-
nections with the brain are severed and within TlVL seconds all
sensory reflexes cease. The convulsive period that follows is no
indication of pain, as there can be no pain without consciousness.
An animal suffered far less from having its throat cut than from a
hammer blow on its head. If the animal slaughtered on March 19%th
met its death in the manner described by the witnesses, its sensorv
perceptions ceased within six seconds.

Following this testimony Judqge Wallace declared there was no
doubt in his mind as to the decision he¢ must make, and pronounced
the defendant not guilty.

The "Talmud Trial® in Quebec City stemmed from a so-called
lecture given by Jacques Plamondon, a Quebec notary and journalist,
before a Catholic youth club in the Quebec suburb of St. Roc. This
address, a horribly vicious attack on the Jews, wa* published by
René Leduc and was being sold as a 32-page pamphle This propa-
ganda piece contained most fantastic slanders and accusatlons against
the Jewish people, and against the Talmud, reviving the infamous

charge that Jews used Christian blood for ritual purposes. "In
Europe"”, Plamondon wrote, "where Jews feared the law, this crime is
practically repressed. In the eastern countries, however, it is

still quite a frequent occurrence.
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Plamondon's "teachings"” had immediate results. In Quebec City
synagogue windows were smashed; Jews were assaulted on the streets,
cursed and beaten; open hostility to Jews became commonplace.

Two Jewish businessmen from Quebec decided to take legal meas-
ures against the anti-Semites. Benjamin Ortenberg and Louis Lazaro-
vitch suesd Plamondon and Leduc for damages suffered as a result of
the incitement. he trial, scheduled originally for November 1910,
was continually postponed, and finally took place on May 10th, 1913
before Judge Malouin in Quebec Superior Court.

S. W. Jacobs played an unforgcttable part in conducting the
prosecution against Plamondon and that of Rabbi Herman Abramowitz
in his testimony as witness for the plaintiff. This was the first
and to date the only case of its kind (and hopefully the last) to
take place in the New World. It recallcd the medieval era when the
convert Pfefferkorn in Germany launched a violent attack on the
Talmud and the Jews; their defence was then taken up by the Christian
scholar Johannes Reuchlin.

The startling contrast between the world of four hundred years
ago and the twentieth century was utterly bewildering. That by some
sinister twist of fate this spectacle should now unfold itself in a
country like Canada - rooted in two European cultures and embodying
the progressive spirit of the New World - seemed incredible. The
Talmud was being placed on the bench, and a rabbi was to plead for
six hours in its defence, refuting false charges, vile fabrications
and accusations emanating not from a Pfefferkorn but from a group of
anti~Semites in Quebec City. This was a weird repetition of what
happened centuries ago when men‘s imaginations still thrived on the
wildest myths invented by bloodthirsty enemies of the Jews.

Spectators at the trial were spellbound by the superb case con-
ducted by the prosecution. With rapt interest they followed the
proceedings, especially the expert testimony of Rabbi Abramowitz.
Explaining the meaning and nature of the Talmud, he showed how ridicu-
lous, false and nonsensical were the alleagations made by Plamondon.

A profound impression was left also by the testimony of Rev. F. G.
Scott, Rector of St. Matthews Church in Quebkec City, and well-known
poet, who repudiated Plamondon‘s charges against the Jews contained
in his pamphlet, charges which had already been disproved in the 15th
century.

The position of the defence, especially the performance of the
experts appearing on its behalf, bordered on the ludicrous. Chief
witness for the defence was Abbé D'Amour, editor of the anti-Semitic
Action Sociale, Abbé Nadecau and Abb& Grandbois. Of the three, only

Abbé Grandbols, who was a professor of theology at Laval University,
knew a few words of Hebrew. As for the Jewish people, he admitted
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' that he knew little about them, and he had never seen the Talmud in
the original. The others had certainly never laid eyes on it; nor
| did they understand a single word of its contents.

The same admission was elicited from thc defendant himself.

Confessing that he knew not one word of Hebrew, that he had no idea
‘ of what the Talmud looked like and could not say with certainty what
it contained, Plamondon revealed that his only sources of information
pertaining to the Jews and the Talmud were Edouard Drumont and other
anti-Semitic writers. His star witness, Abb& D'Amour, described as
an "expert” on Jewish matters, did not know that Cardinals Logue
and Bourne had disproved the klocd accusations.

i‘ A powerful impression had been made by S. W. Jacobs during the
final session of the trial D“IOlv Jodgb Malouin in Quebec Superior

Court. "This case", he said, "is of the utmost significance for the
Jews of Quebec and the whole of Canada, because in his 8peech Plamon-
don accused each and every Jew of belonginq to a sect whose religion

teaches them to commit the most horrifying crimes against Chrloblans,
and that in the view of the Talmud and the Jewish rabbis such crimes
are commandments for which they will receive certain award.”

"What are these trustworthy sources which Plamondon credits?”,
Jacobs asked. "At the hearing in court the defendant declared that
he had spent two months studying the Jewish question, and that his
pamphlet was based on the writings of Edouard Drumont, Abbé Lamarcque
and other professional anti~-Semites.”

"The witnesses for the defence", he continued, "were not able to
prove even the lesser charges against the Jews. The Abbés D'Amour,
Nadeau and Grandbois, the threc priests heard, repeatedly admitted
| that they were unable to read the Talmud (which allegedly contains
| the nefarious passages) in the orsiginal; that they undarstand no
Hebrew, and that all their knowledge about Jews they derived from
French books of the Drumont cut. They could not say whether the
ideas ‘ascribed to the Talmud are actually to be found there.”

Dealing with the charge that Jews murdered Christian children
| for ritual purposes, he rcad to the court numerous papal bulls dating
from the 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th centuries, in which the Roman popes
warned the Christian kings and archbishops not to be misled by the
propagators of falsehoods, which were no more than pretexts for
invading and plundering the Jewish quarters.

With biting sarcasm he referred to the remarks of Abbé D'Amour
who had declared he hated the Jews because they do not assimilate
with other peoples. According to the priest, assimilation meant
nothing less than baptism. If Canadian Jews were to heed their new
r mentor, they would have to convert to Catholicism in Quebec, where
Catholics were the majority, and become Protestants in Ontario.
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Would Abbé_D‘Amour not object if we became Protestants, or would he
expect every Jew in the country to submit to sprinkling with holy
water through a Catholic priest?

Jacobs pleaded that incitement such as that instigated by Pla-
mondon could lead to pogroms and to the spilling of blood and must,

therefore, be stopped. "At the present moment”, he concluded,
"there are only two cities in the whole world where ritual murder
accusations still figure in litigation lists. These are Kiev - and

Quebec. One is located in backward Russia, and thz other in free
Canada. The difference here is that in Kiev it is impossible to
bring the case to court, because the prosecution deems it not in
their interest. But in Quebec, a British city with British courts
of justice, the lawyers for both sides decided three or four weeks
ago to begin this trial, which is now over. This is the difference
between the BRritish system of justice and the Russian.”

"] am also aware that when the judgment is handed down in both
cases, the lonely miserable person wasting away in prison waiting
for his trial will obtain Russian justice, and that Plamondon and
Leduc, the defendants in the present case, will receive British
justice."

Counsel for the defence sought by every means to prove that the
statements made by the accused were directed not at the plaintiffs
or at individual Jews, but against the Jewish people as a whole.

On this ground they argued the prosecution could not claim any
damages.

This point was taken into consideration by the judge, who, after
a deliberation of five months, dismissed the charges against Plamon-
don and Leduc in a ruling handed down October 22, 1913. Mr. Jacobs
immediately filed an appeal.

Throughout the trial in Superior Court, and for some time after,
the anti-Semitic hate sheets, supported mainly by the clergy, never
ceased to pour invective against the Jews, as they reiterated the
barbaric accusations contained in Plamondon‘s pamphlet. One of these
journals, Action Sociale, official organ of the Cardinal of Quebec,
edited by none other than the Abbé D'Amour, carried a report on the
Beilis case in Russia in which it reproduced the story about Jews
using Christian blood. * How deep a hatred was instilled in naive
French-Canadian minds by this sort of insidious propaganda can be
easily surmised.

What could not be achieved by the written word was completed by
word of mouth. In a speech to the congress of the Catholic Associ-
ation of Canadian Youth, Bishop Cloutier of Three Rivers injected

* Jewish Chronicle, London, Dec. 12, 1913
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anti-Semitic poison into the minds of his audience. Characterizing
the Jews as a detrimental element, he deplored the fact that Canada
had opened its doors to them so that thaey might undermine the best
in the French-Canadian way of life. *

The influence of the hate mongers played no part in the decision
of the judges of thea higher Quebec court. A new hearing under the
presidency cof Sir Horace Archambault, with the judges Cross; Tren-
holme, Carroll and Rouault in attendance, opened on October 2nd,
1914.

On December 28th of that vear the court unanimously nullified
the verdict of Judge Malouin. The decision elucidated the point that,
even though damages could not be claimed by an individual arising
out of incitement against an entire people, race or religion, the
present case was different because the agitation affected a more or
less limited segment of that people, of which the plaintiff was a
part; and the charge was valid if he could prove that he incurred
losses as a direct result of that agitation.

Plamondon was found guilty on the basis of the anti~Semitic
speech he delivered in Quebec City, and Leduc on the grounds that he
had printed it. They had attacked not only the entire Jewish race,
but had taken as their special targets the Jews of the province and
the city of Quebec. It was the latter fact that led to the victory
over Plamondon and Leduc.

The former was sentenced to pay a %50 fine, and Leduc $25,
and court costs of the trial in Superior Court as well as that in
the Higher Court.

Judge Carroll explained that no legal measures could be
taken against anyone for bringing false allegations against the
Talmud or for slandering a pecople, but for specifically attacking
75 families living in Queébec. This view was shared by presiding
Judge Sir Horace Archambault, who added that a still greater fine
would have been imposed were it not for the submission of the plain-
tiffs’® lawyers that it was not their objective to exact a monetary
penalty from the accused so much as to protect the rights of their
clients.

In Canada, as in other civilized countries throughout the world,
the Beilis case in Russia continued to arcuse horror and indignation-.
Protests against the medieval spectacle unfolding in Czarist Russia
were heard in this country as in others. The strongest protest took
place in Winnipegqg.

* Ibid., Aug. 15, 1913
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Other Canadian cities followed Winnipeg's example. 1In Toronto

the city council and controllers adopted a resolution similar in sub-

stance to that passed in Winnipeg, condemning the blood libel trial.
A protest was voiced also by the Synod of the Presbyterian Church

in Toronto and Kingston. Montreal was the scene of a giant rally in
which Mayor Lavallée and Godfroy Langlois joined ! prominent Jewish
citizens in a massive expression of indignation. Rev. Dr. Simons

of Christ Church Cathedral in Montreal lent his voice to the protest.

A major event in business and labour circles at this time was a
strike in the clothing factory of H. Vineberg which affected 330
Jowish families. The workers left their jobs in the face of unbear-

able conditions, after their demands for improvement had been rejected
by their employers. The strike dragged on for months, causing untold

hardship for the families involved, while the firm employed every
means at its disposal. including police, to suppress the work stop-
page. The Kanader Adler prin ted editorials by Reuben Brainin

urgently appealing to communal leaders to use their influence to-
wards a just settlement of the strike. On one occasion an attempt
was made to have Brainin arrested.




CHAPTER FIFTEEN

Jews were acguiring greater influence in political life. 1In
Toronto the prominent Jewish lawver and communal worker Louis B.
Singer was elected alderman early in 1914. The same year saw the
election to the Montreal City Council of two Jewish representatives:
one was Alderman A. Blumenthal, re-elected in St. Louis riding, and
the other the popular sportsman Louis Rubenstein in St. Lawrence
division.

Rubenstein's victory was a certainty from the beginning. Well-
known in the Canadian sports world, he had the support of non-Jewish
as well as Jewish voters. Rubenstein took pride in being a Jew, re-
fusing to be sworn into office on a Jewish holiday, the last day of
Passover.

The election of two Jews to the Montreal City Council symbolized
the rising status of the Jewish population. The same could be said
of Western Canada, where in Kenora. Ont., for example, councillor
Sam Cobrin was clected mayor by a sizeable majority. The town
counted no more than ten Jewish families, Mr. Cobrin himself having
been in the country only eight years. : A Saskatchewan town,
Willow Creek, saw the election of David Vicker of Edenbridge as
mayor of the municipality; while in Vancouver the outstanding Jewish
advocate Samuel David Shultz was appointed by the Federal Government
as Judge.

Figuring prominently on the political scene at that time was the
Montreal lawyer Peter Bercovitch (1879-1942), who would have reached
even greater heights in his career were it not for his being a Jew.
Following the resignation in 1914 of Godfroy Langlois, Liberal mam-
ber for St. Louis in the provincial Legislature, Bercovitch proposed
his nomination as Liberal candidate but was dissuaded by the leaders
of the Liberal party in Quebec; presumably they feared a recurrence

of the 'Ezekiel Hart episode in the Quebec Legislature. *

Two years later, upon the dissolution of the Legislatures in 1916
and the calling of a provincial electicn, Bercovitch followed his own
judgment and put forward his candidacy in St. Louis, despite the ex-
pressed opinions of the Liberal Party chiefs. He won the seat, which
he subsequently filled with great competence.

In May 1914 the Jewish Library in Montreal moved to its first
permanent home. This date marks the beginning of a new and meaning-
ful chapteér in the life of the library, which was to become an import-
ant cultural centre of the community. Reuben Brainin became presi-
dent of the Library

* Montreal Gazette, Dec. 28, 1942
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The opening of thc Jewish Library in Montreal was celebrated by
a special literary-musical evening at the Auditorium Hall and attended
by a capacity audience. Performances were given by invited artists,
while the main addresses were delivered by Reuben Brainin and Dr.
Yehuda Ibn-~Samuel. Circulation of books began on July 15, 1914. The
Library subsequently acquired renown when it inherited the valued book
collection and archives of its illustrious founder Reuben Brainin.

Among Brainin'‘s many accomplishments was the founding of a Jewish
People's University, under the auspices of the library, which drew a
substantial enrollment of students.

Another significant cultural institution had its beginnings about
this time. This was the Jewish People's School (Folk=-Shule), which
opened its doors in September 1214, with Dr. Judah Kaufman as princi-
pal. Though small in size and influence in its early years, occupying
no more than two rooms in a house at 502 St. Urbain St., the Folk

Shule was to grow and develop into an important factor in Jewish edu-
cation in Montreal.

For a very brief p>rlod Anglo-Jewish readers were without a
periodical, when the Jewish Times - its name had been changed to
tan«dlan Jewish Times = ClOSpQ down in April 1914, after being a
staunch defender of Jewish interests since 1897. A few weeks later,
on May 22, 1914, a new Anglo~Jewish organ came into being: this was
the Canadian Jewish Chronicle, published by the owners of the
Kanader Adler. 1Its first editor was Dr. A. A. Roback,; psychologist
and scholar, who had recently graduated from McGill University with
the Prince of Wales Gold Medal. Roback edited the Chronicle to the
end of September 1914, when he left Montreal for further study at
Harvard University. Among successive editors of the weekly were
Hyman Edelstein, Ida Siegler, Leon Crestohl and 2. M. Klein.

The movement towards unity of Jewish communal services in Mont-
real once again came to the fore. A conference representing all
organizations involved in such work was held at the Baron de Hirsch
Iinstitute under the chairmanship of Maxwell Goldstein. A committee
was eappointed to implement the plan initially formulated by the late
Lyon Cohen in 1912,

From the West came opinion against the open-door immigration
policy of the Federal government. The Winnipeg city council demanded

the temporary curtailment of immigration in view of the high unem-
ployment in Western Canada. In protest against the resolution a rally

was staged by the Jewish people of Winnipeg under the leadership of
Alderman Scaliter.
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Not that the Jews would be most affected by immigration re-
strictions. As a matter of fact, the number of Jewish immigrants
settling in Western Canada was small in comparison with those of
other nationalities, the British predominating. Moreover, the
depression sweeping the Western provinces was keenly felt by local
Jewish welfare agencies. But the protest headed by Alderman Scaliter
was prompted by concern over the tragic fate of the Jews in Europe
for whom the last glimmer of hope would be extinguished if the anti-
immigration forces had their way. *

The World War broke out. With growing suspense Jews followed
the daily progress of the conflict. For a time the Kanader Adler
appeared twice daily to make news dispatches available to 1ts readers.

An offer to equip a Jewish regiment for the Canadian militia
came from Toronto's Louis Gurofsky; a similar proposal was made by
Hyman Edelstein in Montreal to the Canadian Jewish Chronicle. The
Young Men's Hebrew Association in Montreal actually began organizing
such a regiment; and Mortimer B. Davis (later Sir Mortimer) offered
to outfit a motorcycle corps.

The idea of a Jewish regiment was premature, considering that
there was not a single Canadian soldier yet at the front. No wonder
the proposal was criticized by Reuben Brainin in the Kanader Adler
as impractical.

"I wish to do my duty this time directly and briefly", he wrote
in an editorial. "What do I think of the Jewish regiment that Mr.
Edelstein in Montreal and Mr. Gurofsky in Toronto wish to organize?
I think it is ridiculous and absurd."

"I want to state briefly why I am opposed to a Jewish regiment...
Canadian Jews; just as the Jews of Britain, are citizens with equal
rights to all other citizens, then why all this fuss over a Jewish
regiment? The times are too serious to play around with pretty-
sounding phrases." *¥*

As the news from the war fronts continued to flow into the count-
ry, and as the plight of European Jewry became ever more dangerous,
Canadian Jews were motivated by the dual impetus to contribute to
their country'’'s war effort and raise relief for their brethren over-
seas. Patriotic feelings impelled Jewish young men to volunteer for
military service. By fighting in Canada's defence they, as Canadians,
were expressing their gratitude for the freedom and equality they en-
joyed as citizens of this country.

* Jewish Chronicle, London, June 26, 1914
** Kanader Adler, August 10, 1914
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At one point Jewish soldiers at Valcartier Training Camp re-
quested a visit by Jewish representatives. * A committee consisting
of S. W. Jacobs, X.C., Rabbi HirschCohen, H. Wolofsky and H. M.
Crestohl were successful in securing the consent of the authorities
to grant the Jewish soldiers leave during Rosh Hashonah and Yom
Kippur.
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A fund-raising campaign for Jewish war victims was started in
Montreal in response to an appeal launched by Jewish leaders in
Britain. The movement had the backing and support of the Canadian
Zionist organization.

The editorials in the Kanader Adler of Reuben Brainin continued
to rouse the public awareness OL the grave rLapOnSlbllltl“S of the
hour. In an article entitled "Where Are You, Brothers?", he pluaded
for an intensification of effort on behalf of the war sufferers in
Europe.

Brainin subsequently left the Kanader Adler and began to publish
his own daily Callbd Der Vag (The Way), which appeared for a period
of nine months. ainin's influence on the community was +remendous,
his accomplishments immeasurable and enduring.

The news from the military fronts could not fail to cause
anxiety and concern in the Jewish world. The need for Jewish unity
and solidarity became increasingly clear as thoughts turned to the
problems that would result after the cessation of hostilities. To
represent the Jewish cause at the peace table, to present Je awish
demands, would require a united people to speak w1th one voice.

At the beginning of February 1915 the Jewish National Workers'
Association Branch 8 in Montreal addressed an appeal to all Jewish
organizations in that city to take part in a conference for the pur-
pose of mobilizing relief for Jewish war victims in Europe. Only
thirteen organizations heeded the call and sent representatives to
the meeting on February 21st. Dr. Ibn-Samuel Kaufman, spokesman for
the Poalc~Zlor, declared the gathering to be merely a preliminary
conference, that a larger convention should be called to embrace

* Kanader Adler, Se ptembcr 1 yy 1915
report of B. de H. for 1915; Jewish Chronicle,
915

**  From annual 2
November 26, 1
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every Jewish organization; and that a national Jewish body should be
established to represent and defend Jewish economic and political
interests arising out of contempcrary events, tc be known as Folks
Farband of Canadian Jews (Canadian Jewish People's Association).

On March 28, 1515 such a convention took place in the Prince
Arthur Hall in Montreal. 71 organizations, including 16 synagogues,
six labour unions, ten sick benefit societies, and eighteen loan
syndicates, participated, constituting a large majority of the local

Jewish population. The conference closed with the passage of a
resolution submitted by Ibn-Samuel outlining the program of the
newly-founded federation. Reuben Brainin was elected president,

Ibn~-Samuel secretary and L. Zuker vice-president.

The underlying idea of unity inherent in the new organization
soon found a response and a following in other parts of the country,
where branches of the Folks-Farband were formed. At the same time,
however, a certain amount of opposition to the movement emerged from
the Zionist organization and other quarters.

Yet the aims and objectives proclaimed by the Folks-Farband
continued to attract increasing numbers of avid followers, and as
the movement spread it won ever-growing prestige and recognition.

At a conference called by the Farband in June 1915, Brainin
delivered an address depicting the tragic plight of the Jews in
Russia. A resolution was adopted to petition the British government,
with the permission of the Canadian authorities, to intercede with
the Czarist regime on behalf of the Russian Jews.

The movement for unity among Canadian Jewry, thus begun in the
midst of the war on the initiative of the Folks~Farband, inspired
by Reuben Brainin and Ibn-Samuel, soon found an echo among other
sections of the community who had shown reluctance before. That they
were now willing to heed the call for unity was no doubt due in large
measure to developments in the United States, where a similar move-
ment was taking shape.

Acting on their own initiative, those in opposition to the
Farband action organized a separate conference towards the goal of
community co-operation.

Resounding all over the Jewish world, the call for unity did not
fail to meet with a response in Canada. But there were some who
believed that it would be feasible for Canadian Jews to join with the
American Jewish Congress across the border rather than form their own
central body - a view rrevalent among those who were reluctant to
join forces with the Folks-Farband. The idea had to be abandoned,
however, when it was proven to be impracticable.




As a result, a conference was convened in November 1915 - the
first Canadian Jewish Conference -~ which took place at the Gaiety
Theatre in Montreal. It was an cpoch-making event, taking on special
significance from the address delivered on that occasion by the
Honourable Arthur Meighen, then a Cabinet Minister and later Prime
Minister of Canada. Chairman of the conference was Clarence I. de
Sola, president of the Zionist Crganization of Canada; among the
featured speakers were Dr. Shamariah Levine, Ab. Goldberg and Jacob
De Haas.

Affirming that this conference was the first of its kind in the
history of Canadian Jewry, the president elaborated on the aims and
purposes of this imposing gathering in which were represented all
segments of Canada's Jewish population from the Atlantic to the
Pacific provinces. He emphasized in particular the necessity of
unity for the sake of achieving these ends as well as the importance
of a unanimous voice at the coming peace congress, to join the voice
of world Jewry in appealing for justice and compensation for Jews
who had suffered immeasurably as a result of the war.

A thundering ovation greeted the Hon. Arthur Meighen. In a
striking address the Hon. Mr. Meighen extended the official greetings
of the Government of Canada. He referred to the high esteem with
which the Jewish citizens of Canada were regarded by this Government.
He had come to the meeting to offer encouragement and at the same .
time to express his admiration for the spirit of brotherhood which
the Jews embodied and for the sake of which they were gathered to-
gether.

(%

-

He spoke of the history and traditions of the Jewish people,
and of the debt which humanity owed them. Jews had withstood suffer-
ing and persecution, but when trecated justly anc¢ humanely, showed
themselves to be model citizens. Jewish civilization was the oldest
in the world and had had a tremendous influence on many significant
aspects of the history of mankind.

people to
return to their homeland, Mr. Meighen's words carried a veiled
allusion to the forthcoming Balfour Declaration, the news of which
had apparently spread in Canada sooner than elsewhere. "I believe
that I can speak for these of the Christian faith when I express the
wish that God may hasten the day when the land of your fathers may
be yours again. This goal, I hope, will be fulfilled through the
defender of liberty all over the world - the British Empire.” At
these words, spoken by a Canadian Cabinet Minister, the crowd broke
out into a long applause.

Referring to the centuries-o0ld dream of the Jewish p:
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Mr. Meighen also paid tribute to the role of Canadian Jews in
the war. According to information he had received, they were doing

more than their share. In conc luding his address, tae ministex
citad the words of the British Prime Minister Asquith when he de-

clared that the rights of t+he small nations must be secured before
the sword is returned to the sheath. Clearly he thus 1in nplied that

ed by this declaration,

=
the rights of the Jewish people were guaran 1tee Yy
{astic applause from the

which brought a fresh outburst of enthusi
assembled audienca. *

Despite the tensions created by the war, Jewish community 1life

continued its growth. The Mizrachi movement came into being during
this time ~ the culmination of a visit to Canada by Rak shi Mayexr

Berlin and Rabbi Aaron Mordecai Ashinsky, the latter having been one
of the founders of the Canadian 7ionist organization.

| Two highly distinguished visitors enriched the cult ural scene.

; Honouring both the Toronto and Montreal communities with thelr
presence were two eminent personalities of the Jewish literary world,

' +he famous Yiddish ! humourist Sholem Alsichem and his son-in-law

} I. D. Berkovitch.: Eamouq in his own right as a Hebrew writer. IO
-ffort was spared by devotees of Jewish culture to make this occasion

a menmorable event.

’ We hear also of visits of other famous personalities about that
m2, among them Dr. Chaim Zhitlowsky and Ab. Goldberg, a leader of
2 Poale Zion in th United States. The un 1derlying ﬂroblpm a8
reflected in the spceches of all the fecatured guests could be broken
down into two major aspects - first, the immediate task of allevi-
ating the sad plight of European J sws caught in the throes of the
war: and secondly, the need for unity and solidarity of World Jewry.

* Jewish Chronicle, Dec. 10, 1215, pp. 12,13
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