
Québec
invites you to the table:
P r o f i t s  a r e  b e i n g  s e r v e d





Abundance, quality, variety, 
originality and authenticity— 
all words that describe  
Québec’s food industry products.
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A rich and distinctive range  
of food products 

With its fertile soil, vast forests, remarkable marine environment, abundant 

natural resources, and temperate climate, Québec is the perfect setting 

for a flourishing and modern food industry. Today, the province is home to 

some 32,000 businesses that employ more than 126,000 people in the 

agriculture, fishing, aquaculture, and food processing industries.

Québec has a reputation around the globe as a supplier of healthy, high 

quality products infused with a mix of European and North American  

influences. Its distinctive and diverse product offerings range from spe-

cialty foods created by family-run businesses to products from industry 

giants like Barry Callebaut, Kraft, Agropur, La Coop fédérée, and Saputo.

Maple Pearls took the top spot in SIAL Canada’s 2012 
Trends & Innovations competition. Québec is also 
the world’s leading producer of maple products—
including syrup, sugar, and candies—exporting 80% 
of its annual output.
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Indeed, Québec products are enjoyed all over the world: 

	 Pork, beef, and poultry 

	 Soy and other oil plants 

	 Fish and seafood

	 Produce

	 Chocolate and candies

	 Maple products

	 Pasta and bakery products

	 Prepared foods

	 Alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages

	 Game meats and fowl 

	� European-inspired charcuterie, including pâtés, cured meats,  

and duck foie gras 

	 Fine cheeses 

	 Other specialty products 

Always on the lookout for new market trends, Québec’s food industry 

offers consumers an ever-growing range of foods with internationally 

recognized certifications, including certified organic, fairtrade, halal 

and kosher.

Québec farm-raised game meats such as red 
deer, duck, pheasant, lamb, and bison have pride 
of place on many restaurant menus. 

Pork—Québec’s leading export— 
is prized in more than 100 countries, including  
the United States, Japan, and Russia. 
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A modern and safe  
food industry 

Quebec has implemented stringent traceability, quality control, and moni-

toring measures. Businesses in the food industry work in concert with 

the government to integrate state-of-the-art production and processing 

technologies and adopt strict sanitary and environmental standards.

Québec is home to more than 500 cheeses brands.  
A good number of them have won accolades as the best in 
the world at prestigious international competitions.

The province also stands out for the high-quality 
fruit juices, herbal teas, and bottled water it 
puts on the market.
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A strategic location 

Most Québec food businesses are located close to the Canada–U.S. 

border and are integrated into the continental North American market. 

They can deliver their products by truck, serving a market of over 130 

million consumers within a 620 miles (1,000-kilometre) radius.

Ice cider, a Québec signature product, enriches the gamut of alcoholic beverages,  
which also include microbrews and ice wines. These beverages have captured the highest 
honors at international competitions.
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More and more health-conscious 
consumers are discovering Québec’s 
many cranberry and wild blueberry 
products.
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A globally oriented industry

Québec has long been a hub for merchandise of all types from Europe, Asia, and North America.  

Whatever the season, marine, road, rail and air links ensure that goods are delivered quickly and at com-

petitive prices.

Markets outside Québec buy more than 55% of the food produced in the province. In 2012, internatio-

nal sales hit $6,1 billion, meaning that the taste of Québec know-how is appreciated in more than 160 

countries, including the United States, Japan, China and Russia. 

This achievement reflects the speed and flexibility that businesses have shown in their efforts to satisfy 

consumers all over the globe. 

Québec fish and seafood are harvested in  
the vast, unspoiled reaches of the Gulf of  
St. Lawrence estuary, where salt and fresh 
water mingle to form a nutrient-rich  
environment. The main species caught are 
snow crab, lobster, northern shrimp,  
and black turbot. 
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Commercial attachés specialized in agri-food are at work  
in Québec offices in Canada, the United States and Japan.  
Do not hesitate to call on their services. 

CANADA    
Québec Government Office in Toronto 
400 University Avenue, Suite 1501  
Toronto, Ontario  M5G 1S7 
Canada

Telephone: 1 416 977-6060 
Fax: 1 416 596-1407  
Email: bqtoronto@mce.gouv.qc.ca 

J APAN  
Québec Government Office in Tokyo 
Shiroyama Trust Tower 
32th floor, 4-3-1 Toranomon  
Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-6032 
Japan

Telephone: 81 3 5733 4001 
Fax: 81 3 5472 6721 
Email: qc.tokyo@mri.gouv.qc.ca 

U n i t e d  s t a t e s
Québec Government Office in Boston 
One Boston Place  
201 Washington Street, Suite 3850 
Boston, MA 02108 
USA 

Telephone: 1 617 482-1193 
Fax: 1 617 482-1195  
Email: qc.boston@mri.gouv.qc.ca 

Québec Government Office in Chicago  
444 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 3650 
Chicago, IL 60611 
USA 

Telephone: 1 312 645-0392 
Fax: 1 312 645-0542  
Email: qc.chicago@mri.gouv.qc.ca

Québec Government Office in Los Angeles 
10940 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 720 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 
USA 

Telephone: 1 310 824-4173  
Fax: 1 310 824-7759  
Email: qc.losangeles@mri.gouv.qc.ca

Québec Government Office in New York 
One Rockefeller Plaza, 26th floor  
New York, NY 10020-2102 
USA 

Telephone: 1 212 843-0950 
Fax: 1 212 757-4753  
Email: qc.newyork@mri.gouv.qc.ca

Commercial attachés at other Québec offices abroad 

can also answer your questions. Consult the website 

for Ministère des Relations internationales et de la 

Francophonie at www.mrif.gouv.qc.ca. 

I n  Q u é b e c ,  y o u  c a n  a l s o  c o n t a c t : 
 
Direction de l’accès aux marchés 
Sous-ministériat à la transformation alimentaire et aux marchés 
Ministère de l’Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de l’Alimentation 
201, Crémazie Boulevard E, 4.02 
Montréal (Québec)  H2M 1L4

Télephone : 1 514 873-4147 
Fax : 1 514 873-2050 
Courriel : tam@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 
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