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the old system of life chiefs ensured.
Under the old regime, it was the women
of each totem or family who elected their |

use in Coercing wrong-doers, ‘and acquir- | contract, where such had been done, was
ing that moral influence in the tribe which regarded as a gross dishonor and an ever-

‘Real Men” (On-gie-hon-weh) of the West-
ern Hemisphere, and pacify and restore
to normal humanity the notorious and de-
termined

lasting disgrace. It is not so much the
meaning of a shell as it is of the order:
in which it is placed, and so perfectly is’

the code of arrangement under:
stood that an Indian who knew
nothing of the events recorded
could read them from the wam-

pum belt with an accurate

A-DO-DAR-HOH, DESTROYER OF

LIVES.

This was a sorcerer of fierce and ter-
rible nature, who had first been discover-
ed in a swale between what is now Syra-
cuse and the present Onondaga Reserve,
about seven miles south-east of Syracuse.
Such was the baleful power of this merci-

less tyrant that with a glance of his eye
or a touch of his hand, he could wipe out

of existence the strongest and bravest

warrior, and when he was first known he
was seen sitting one day by the bank of
a river, up which were coming many of
the canoes of the nation.
Turning to one of those on

i said, “They had better come in soon,
for I see a squall coming,” and, waving
his arm in the air, he laughed a most

i horrible laugh as a dense black cloud
smote down upon the waters; and the
wind rose up and lashed ther into foam

. and fury, filling the canoes and drowning
all in sight of their brothers
who were powerless to help them.
The evil influence of the man possessed

of fiends was such that he soon acquired
complete control over the Onondaga na-
tion, making slaves of them all, and at
the slightest murmur annihilating them
with a glance, till the tribe grew smaller
daily, and became abjectly subservient to
his will in all things. This monster it
was, too, who stirred up all the evil pas-
sions of the surrounding tribes, and caused
the wars with which the country was in-
flicted; and it was his pleasure to see

shore, he

interpretation.
It must, however, be remembered

that the Indian languages are full of
similies, of the parables aud meta-
phors, and that it is not so much
an expression of words as of sugues-
tions that the wampum conveys.

 

On Saturday, September 22, at the In- his ;
dian village of St. Regis, six miles from scarcely an Indian of pure breed is left,
Cornwall, was terminated a meeting of a | yet will he cherish the wild strain more

race with that of the paleface till

most curious and interesting kind. Its aim than the civilized one. He will be an In-
was reactionary, its object the restora-|dian in feeling, though a white man in
tion of an obsolete usage, and its result blood, breeding, and education, and white
a written protest against modern civilized laws are repulsive to him, if, for no other
law in favor of that of the savage ex- reason than that they have been made by
pressed in the form of a petition to the white men.
Canadian Government. This meeting was| This then may have been the raison
held, too, by civilized men, to whom the d’ etre of this meeting, and the petition
very laws they were assembled to con- which was its outcome. Yet the Indian
demn had given the education which made laws of Canada give to the dwellers on
the convention remarkable for the histori- the reserves more powers and privileges
cal research and knowledge it displayed. than they will make use of. It gives
The Grand Council of the Iroquois Con- them the right to elect their own chiefs,

federacy was opened on Tuesday, Sept.|and choose their own councillors by the
18th., lasted till Saturday evening, and use of the ballot, which, being a white

was attended by about 1200 descendants of man’s method, is therefore objectionable
the once powerful and warlike tribes of to. an Indian. It also gives to the chief

the Six Nations.” In the early days of or chiefs of any band in council the right
Canada the forefathers of these same peo-| to frame laws and regulations like those
ple made the St. Lawrence Valley ring of any municipal body. The choosing of
with the tidings of massacre, lit the what religious denomination the teacher
gloom of its primeval forests with the {of the school established on the reserve

shall belong to rests with them. Among.
other things they legislate for are: |

"The care of the public health.

“The observance of order and decorum
at assemblies of the Indians im General
Council, or on other occasions.

‘’The repression of
profligacy.

“The prevention of trespass by cattle,
and the protection of sheep, horses and
cattle.

“The construction and maintenance of
water courses, roads, bridges, ditches, and
fences.

‘The construction and repair of school
houses, council houses, and other Indian
public buildings, and the attendance at
school of children between the ages of six
and fifteen years of age.

“The establishment of pounds and the
appointment of pound-keepers.

“The locating of land in their reserves,
and the establishment of a register of
such locations.

“The repression of noxious weeds.

‘The imposition of punishment, by fine,
penalty or imprisonment or both, for
violation of any of such rules or regula-
tions, under the ‘Act Respecting Sum-
mary Proceedings before Justices of the
Peace.’

‘Chiefs, according to the Indian laws
framed by the Government, are elected
for three years, but may be deposed and
declared ineligible for re-election for three
years for dishonesty, intemperance, im,’
morality, or incompetency; and they may
be in the proportion of one head chief
and two second chiefs or councillors for
every two hundred Indians. No band can:

have more than six head chiefs and twelve
second chiefs, but any band composed of
thirty Indians may have one chief.
‘’Elections may be set aside by the Gov-

ernor-in-Council on report of the Superin-
tendent-General, if it is proved by two
witnesses before the Indian Agent for the
locality represented, that fraud or gross
irregularity was practiced at any elec-
tion, and every Indian who is proved guil-
ty of such fraud or connivance thereat
may be declared ineligible for re-election

intemperance and

 

CHIEF ** APPROACHING FIRE,”

The Demosthenes of the Council and historian

of the Iroquois.

burning homes of the first French settlers,
and laid waste the country to the very
gates of Montreal. Such was then their
power and numbers. But that was long
ago, far back in the seventeenth century,

after the fruitless expeditions of the Mar-
quis de Denonville against the Senccas in
1687, and the Count de Frontenac against
the Onondagas in 1686. Fiercely indeed
did the first owners of the soil contest
the advancement of the daring intruders,
and many were the sanguinary evidences
of their resentment.
But who shall blame them in the light

of these later days, for resisting with all
their force that power which is gradually
obliterating their race, has converted the
forests which were their natural homes,

into the waving fields of the white-man,
and offers them the hard condition of the

Conquered—to choose whether they will
adopt the new conditions of occupation,
or starve. But kindly indeed, as kindly

as the case would permit, has the new na-
tion of the paleface cared for its pre-
decessor. The traditions of a people can-
not be forgotten in a day, and though the for six years.” ;
yoke be made to sit as lightly as possi- Now it is on this very point, of the
ble on the shoulders of the conquered, election of chiefs, that the present cause
yet will it gall the proud spirit, and keep j of dissatisfaction is alleged to exist. It
alive in the heart of the civilized de- lig claimed by some of the Indians that
écendant of the savage the memory of { there are too many chiefs, and that the
that which he deems was wrested from present system of election by ballot every
him—the birthright of his fathers. With! three years breeds endless strife, and
the perversity of poor human nature he broils, and peace-disturbing schemes on
will look askance at everything which is | the reserves, as pretty nearly every In-
Introduced by his conqueror, even for his |dian wants to be a chief, and his short
Oh comfort and advantage, and though | term of office and desire to be re-elected,
the years that have flown have blended' limits the free use of the power he might

 

 

And the band played‘ Caughnawaga.”

 

 

chief, and it is a strange fact that the
Woman’s Rights idea should have found
its first and nearest expression among
savages, who were not popularly suppos-
ed to have paid that respect to the fe-

male sex which is supposed to be charac-
teristic of the white race.

AN IROQUOIS HISTORIAN.

But since the creation of chiefs by the
old law of the ‘Six Nations,” and the
government of the bands by the constitu-
tion of the Iroquois Confederacy, were the
objects of the Council’s gathering, it may
be fitting and interesting here to throw
some light on the subject, from the stand-
point of the Indians themselves. The fact
that the Iroquois did have a constitution

,of any sort will be news to a great

many, Since even the nature of it bas
never yet found its way into print. Pre-
vious to 1885 it had never been written,

or translated from the mystic meaning of
the wampum string into English or French,
The man who was destined to become

the first historian of his race is Chief
. Da-yo-de-ka-ne, (Approaching Fire) of the
Onondaga Nation, who resides on the In-
dian reserve near Brantford, and who was
the most conspicuous figure at the
Council. He is a man of more than
ordinary intelligence, with a face and man-
ner which betoken a thoughtful life; a low
voice, distinct enunciation,
and bearing of a clergyman rather than
that of a chief. At home he is a farm-
er, who tills his small plot of forty acres
so as to make it produce more than

 
late

and the mein

double that of his neighbors, and yet he
has found time to collect from many
sources amongst the tribes of the
federacy, the scattered material for a
history of his race. With him this seems

Con-

to have been a labor of love and duty to- :

wards posterity, for he foresees the day,
he says, when the Iroquois will be able

‘to read English better than wampums;
and it is to rescue from oblivion the re-,
cords of his tribe that he started about

hopes to give to the world.
Chief Da-yo-de-ka-ne says that the true

history of the Iroquois has never been
given by a white writer, for the

having its own individual record of the
events which most concerned it. These
combined with the interpretation of the
wampums, (which have been read only in
the secret councils of the Confederacy)
form a connected chain, which he says he
has been careful to have certified and prov-
ed link by link by the best existing au-
thorities among the old men of the var-
ious nations.
That this history may sound as strange

to us who hear it for the first time, as
the reading of the Bible did to the sav-
ages in their first lessons on Christian-
ity, is not to be wondered at, and that a
great similarity should exist between the
two need not be attributed to any con-
scious intention on the part of the his-
torian of plagiarizing from Biblical sour-
ces.
Many of our Christian friends resent

with scorn the idea that the golden rule
of “Do unto another as you’d have an-
other do to you,’’ was given to the world
by Confuscius, long before Christianity
appropriated it. On the other hand, it may
have existed too, before Confuscius made
uso of it.
Our Iroquois brethern, in the same way,

may have had their tradition of the origir
of Confederacy before the missionaries
came among them, who may have found
it less difficult to gain their acceptance
of the faith because of the similarity of
the story of Christ, to that of the hero
of the Confederacy.
But we will tell the strange tale in the

words of the Iroquois orator, as nearly
as possible.
Before doing so, however, it will be ne-

cessary to explain the nature of the
Wampum.

WHAT WAMPUM IS.

To the uninitiated eye of the white
man, a wampum string or belt is merely
an ugly and meaningless lot of snail
and other shells, strung haphazard on a
strand cut from the elder bush. But in
all ages, even kack to the days of pre-
historic man, the human race has found
means to express its thoughts by signs,
and marks, and rude pictures,
an understood meaning among them, and
retained in their memories the circum-
stances of certain events of importance.
With the Iroquois and other Indian races,

the wampum is everything—historv. the
Fledge of mood faith, the record of pro-
mises made, and contracts, as we would
‘say, ‘Signed, sealed and delivered.” In
the many early treaties between the In-

dians and the white man, a string of
wampum Was given with each separate
article of an agreement, and a breach of

1885 to compile the work which he soon ‘

simple :
reason that it has been handed down from |
"sire to son in sections only, each nation

 
which had | he was persecuted by his own people

Chief “Approaching Fire” says 4hem always fighting.
every time a new chief is created uu-
der the oll law, the veritable A-YONH-WHA, CHIEF OF THE

strings of wampam with which >
the founder of the Confederacy ONONDAGAS.
opened the first council, and But the Chief of the Onondagas, who

created its constitution, over 1850 years
ago, are produced and read, and the chief
installed under the formula which it pro-
pounds.

ORIGIN OF THE “GREAT PEACE.”

‘In the remote period before the Iro-
quois Confederacy was formed, about six-
ty years, perhaps, before Christ was born
(as the white men would count), there
were many fierce and wasting wars be-
tween the nations which were later amal-
gamated under the name of the Iroquois
Confederacy—the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onon-
dagas, Cayugas, and Senecas.
These wars embittered the lives of the

various tribes, whose sole business was

, Was a good and brave man, called together
meetings and tried to bring the tribes
into harmony with each other, and under
some sort of system; but at every coun-
cil or meeting, the evil influence of A-do-

ren to die, till at length his whole family
became exterminated, and he was left a
childless and homeless man. Sorrow ate
his heart out, and he forgot in his misery
the bones of his fathers, and the care of
his tribe, and wandered forth from Onon-

turn, and brooding on’ the wrongs he had
suffered at the bands of the Evil One.

THH PEACE-MAKER AMONG THE

MOHAWKS.revenge and retaliation upon each other,
till the earth became red with bloodshed.
and there was no such thing as peace or
prospect of it, save through the annihila-
tion of the tribes.
About this time, a young Wyandotte vir-

named D-ye-no-da-donh,

Now when De-ka-na-we-dah reached the
Mohawks, he had passed through the vil-
lages of several tribes, who had used him
kindly, and invited him to come into
their council chambers as a guest to lis-or ‘Northgin,

 

Star,” lived with her parents on the north
shore of the Bay of Quinte, at a place
called in “Real Man’s” tongue (Iroquois)
Ka-ka-ha-na-yenh. This spot, in the opin-
ion of Chief ‘Approaching Fire’ and other
Indian authorities, is in the neighborhood
of a little hill above where Deseronto:
now stands, a few rods from that part
of the shore which is called in Mohawk
Je-de-ya-go-dem.
This maiden, so the legend goes, whose

virginity was a proven fact, in time
brought forth a man child who was a
marvel of personal beauty. When this
strange thing had come to pass, the
mother said to her daughter, ‘1 suppose
it is not good to nurse and raise the
child, lest great calamity might befall our
nation by him.’
The daughter conformed with

mother’s suspicion, and then her mother
said, **Let us cast the child into the .
water that he may die, so that the na-
tion may escape this threatened danger.”
So they wrapped the child in a fur

robe, and tho grandmother took it to the
place where they got water, and sank it
through the hole in the ice. During the
following night, however, the mother of
the man-child awoke and, finding her son
lying on her bosom, was more than ever
impressed with the evil future which this
child must bring upon her race.

So the grandmother again sank the
child under the ice, but once more it re-
turned and was found in the morning ly-
ing upon its mother’s breast.
Three times did the grandmother

this mysterious man-child into the ice-
covered waters, but every night it re-
turned, till at length they ceased trying
to destroy it, nursed it, and it grew
rapidly into strength and health, and
from childhood to manhood became daily
more beautiful. One night, in a dream,
it was communicated to the virgin mother
that her son should be named De-ka-na-
we-dah, because there was no other such
name in her family; and that none other
should ke named after him.

ten only but not to speak.
He saw the dissensions that had torn

and divided the hearts of the nations,
and in his own mind he set to work to
formulate a plan of government which
should forever secure them against wars
breaking out, or injustices being done in
the future.
So when he had reached the Mohawks,

he told them that he had come to help
them, to do them great good, and to res-
cue them from the peril in which they
lived daily with liberty unknown, and no
peace whatever. The Mohawks answered:

“We will believe you can help us if you
let us kill you and vou come back to life
again, and we will then listen to you and
do in all things as you direct.’
Da-ka-na-we-dah said, ‘It is well; but

I will choose the manner of my death.”
And with this the Mohawks were satis-
fied.
He said, “We will go to the mighty

falls on the Mohawk river, and I will
climb high onto the tree that overhangs
the precipice, and you will cut down the
tree, and I will fall into the flood beneath

with it.”
So they all went and beheld him climb

the tree, and when they cut it down he
disappeared into the stream and could
not be seen anywhere. So they believed
him drowned, and went home to their
wigwams thinking it was all over and
the matter settled. But the next morn-
ing when they awoke they saw smoke as-
cending from his wigwam, and going there
saw him busily engaged in cooking his
breakfast, and he had brought with him
‘ everything necessary to organize the tree
of the Great Peace, with the wampums to
accomplish a complete system of govern-
ment.

her

 sink

WANDERINGS OF A-YONH-WHA.

When the lone Onondagas chief wandered
in a grief-stricken mood through the woods
ho too was planning in his mind a s:hemc
of government which should restore peace
to the warring tribes of ‘'Real Men.”
And. when he looked for the wampums

THE GREAT PEACE-MAKER. with which to make the Great Peace, hc
knew that he would find them at a cer-
tain small lake, and when he arrived ther:

he saw the surface covered with thousands
of black ducks which turned towards him
and uttered strange cries. He said

As De-ka-na-we-dah grew into manhood
on

account of his surpassing beauty, and the.
possession of all good virtues and abili- |
ties, till at length he was driven from
home, and went to the Mohawk tribe on
the Mohawk river, in what is now New
York State.
According to Indian authorities, De-ka-

na-we-dah is believed to have been a their wings, till the bed of the lake was
heavenly messenger, sent by the Great left dry, and there in the centre of it he
Creator of All Things, to establish a sys-| found the wampums. Taking his pouch,

tem of government which would bring which was formed of the skin of a fish,
about a reign of peace among the hostile La filled it full, in handfulls, of the shells,

|ing for the wampums.” At this
; whole flock flew upwards, darkening

the
the

 

on shore, :

 

 

PRICE ONE CENT.
 

 

 

The Belles and the

and gathered afterwards the thread of eld-
‘er twigs, on which to string them.

dar-hoh caused one or more of his child-

daga into the forests, caring not to re-

 

But after wandering a little while long-
er he at length came to the wigwams of
the Mohawks, where he met De-ka-na-we-
dah, who asked him, ‘’How is it that a
peaceful chief like you is so far away
from his own tribe: And A-yonh-wha
answered, telling him that the Evil One
had destroyed all his kin, and he cared
no longer what became of him; but wish-
ed to see a Great Peace established
throughout the land before he died.
De-ka-na-we-dah then told him that he.

would lay his case before the chiefs of
the Mohawks in council that very even-
ing.

FORMING THE LAWS OF THE

GREAT PEACE.

So when the Council had gathered to-
gether De-ka-na-we-dah called upon the,
chiefs, each to give his views of a plan
of creating a government which would
spread peace and happiness throughout the
land.

And each of the chiefs produced a string
of wampum and handed it to him, which
he looked at and laid aside.
Then turning to A-yonh-wha, who had

been invited to enter the council chamber,
he said: ‘’What contribution do you bring
to the making of this Constitution?” And
A-yonh-wha answered: ‘I bring these,”
putting ths bag of wampums and theeld- |
er string before him. |
De-ka-na-we-dah then said: This is.

the thing that will accomplish our under- |
taking.” And he arranged them into.
thirteen strings, expressive of the ad-,
dresses to the thirteen surviving parties |
of confederates, to be used in the creas |
tion and installation of chiefs when Oh-
son-do-ra-go-nah-yagh-de-ha-gonh-son-deh |

|
|

 

“DEATH, THE FACELESS"

should snatch one or more from among
their number.
And he said to them: ‘Follow these

laws and rules of our Constitution till
‘the end of time, and I will make ye Lords,
, who were chiefs; and shall crown ye with,

come as brothers and
a crown of deer’s horns, and ye shall be-

sisters to each
other, and in every tribe there will be a
branch of your own family, and with
these ye shall not marry, but shall regard
‘them as if they were your own flesh and
blood, and love them accordingly.”

TOTEMS.

He then classified the families into to-
. tems, or lineages, and to each totem he
. gave a chief,

 
to |

| them, “So you have expected me, and you
! see that I am come, and now I am look-

sky and carrying with them the waters or

ers of the totems;

or lord, who was to be
chosen by the women, who were the keep-

for a man may not

know his father, but his mother he can
be sure of.
And in every tribe of the Six Nations

there were nine totems; and each one of
these was as a family which had its
brothers and its sisters in the totem of
the same name in all the other tribes. |
There were, and always have been since,
the totems of the Bear, the Beaver, the ‘
Little Plover, the Bull, the Tortoise, the |
Wolf, the Deer, the Grey Swift Sable,:
the Hawk, and the Eel.
To the Mohawks he gave nine lordships

and totems; to the Oneidas, nine; to the
Onondagas, fourteen (for they were
reckoned the wisest nation of the whole
Confederacy); to the Cayugas he gave;
ten lordships, and to the Senecas eight.|
These were the nations that were to sit |
in council, and the lords were the con- |
firmers of the council, so that when any
measure was passed which seemed to
threaten in any manner the welfare of the
Confederacy, it was referred to the lords;
for confirmation, and they being the wis-
est in all the nations, accepted or re-
jected it, as to them seemed best. _

«El
DEPENDENT TRIBES.

It was then the Oneidas took to their
bosoms the Tutulie tribe, who were al-
lowed two chiefs to sit in the council, to
hear, but not to speak or take active
part in it. They also took to their pro-
tection the Tuscaroras, who had, however,
no representation in the council. And the
Mohawks took to their bosom and protec-
tion the Delawares, who were to put on
women’s clothes and serve the food to the
Iroquois at the meeting of the councils.
They also took the Nanticokes, who had
no chiefs, though very numerous, and
were not allowed an entrance into the

 

 

A

: federacy,

former

‘us,’ said he, ‘’seek alone the smoke of

Beaux were there.

council lodge, but were as a brace sup-
porting a house outside.
These then formed the Iroquois Confed-

eracy, and the manner ih which it was
dono shall be told further on.

SEEKING THE DESTROYER.

As soon as De-ka-na-we-dah had given

to the new Lords of the Confederacy their
titles, and having grouped the thirteen
Strings of wampums together, had bade
the nations to convene a meeting once in
five years, at which they snouid cach be
asked by the chief lord if they were still
satisfied to hold to their pledge of con-

expressed by the vampun
string, he called to him Ah-yonh-wha, the

Chief of the Onondagas. ‘Let

this A-do-dar-hoh, who has ruined so many
lives, exterminated your family, and

brought such trouble among the nations.”
And they went out together to the edge
of the woods, and changing themselves in-
to the forms of two black crows, they
soared aloft above the highest tree tops,
till they saw far off a thin wreath of
smoke, curling softly upwards above the
pines. Thither they flew, and resuming
their natural forms, found the wigwams
of the Oneidas.
On asking the chief if the Evil One was

there, he told them they must seek for
him further to the north. Mounting once
more on their black pinions they flew till
the air became colder and the trees grew
leafless, for the autumn came early there.
But through the thin woods they saw
another smoke wreath, and came into a
charred and blackened and desolate look-
ing country.
Soon they approached the groups of wig-

wams, and walking up and down before
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MARTIN PARUIS,

For 27 years Chief of the Caughnawagas.

them was a sentinel, who said not a word
but looked at them with a face worn thin
with terror. No sound of merriment or
chatter of women was here, a terrible
silence only reigned around.
Then De-ka-na-we-dah spoke to the senti-

nel, saying: ‘We are looking for the
smoke of A-do-dar-hoh the Wicked One.
Can you tell us where it may be found?”
Then the sentinel, with hushed voice and

terror-stricken face, pointed to a little
old man with thin lips, and eyes that
were small and beady like a rat’s, and
with a cruel sneer upon his face. ‘‘Fly!”
said the sentinel, ‘’it is he—the Terrible
One!”
But Da-ka-na-we-dah paused not a mo-

ment. With rapid stride he walked up to
the Destroyer and smote him on the cheek
with the bundle of wampums.
Immediately the stricken one swayed for

a second like a falling pine, and then lay
writhing upon the earth below. But the
Peace-Maker touched his brow with his
fingers, and placing the wampums between
his hands said in his ear: ‘Arise, resume

; the form in which you were wont to ap-
pear before
evil!”
And the fallen tyrant rose up, and a

new light came into his eyes, and a touch

you became possessed of

;of human nature lit up the pinched and
seamed cheeks, which soon began to glow
with the ruddy tinge of youth and
strength, and in the erstwhile Terrible
One stood revealed the presence of a young
warrior who many years ago had stray-
ed away from his tribe, and been account
ed as lost.
While he slept an evil spirit had crept

into his ear and taken possession of his
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One of the oldest houses in St. Regis.

body, to use it against the nations; and

such was the force of the terrible pas-

sions with which the spirit filled him, that

it transformed his face and figure into that

of vice. But the painful remembrance of

his former sufferings in Onondaga was

more than A-yonh-wha could endure, and

he returned to the Mohawks, taking with

him the restored warrior as a proof to

the nations, that the Great Peace had

now indeed been established. Da-ka-na-ue-

dah soon after his return disappeared from

earth, but his spirit watches over the

councils of the Confederacy, and witnes-

ses the deeds of his children as if he

was present among them.

SINGING THE PEACE MARCH.

When the Mohawks had accepted the

laws of the new Confederacy, and their

 

chiefs had been crowned lords, they chose

a singer, who went at the head of their

nation, and they traveled from tribe to

tribe, singing the great song of De-ka-na-

ne-dah; and as they came to each tribe

they mingled with the song the name of

the chief of the nation they visited, and

soon they were joined in one grand union

of the Mohawks, and the Oneidas, and the

Oncndagas, and the Cayugas, and the

Senecas.
When they were all together, De-ka-na-

we-dah told them the meaning of the laws

which he had recorded in the wampums,

and which were the Constitution of the

Confederate Lords of the Six Nations.

NATURE OF IROQUOIS CONSTITU-

TION.

These wampums of De-ka-na-we-dah, of

which there were forty-five strings, as

read by John Buck, one of the present

Fire-keepers of Onondaga, begin in this

way:

First wampum string—“We now take

the hand, and wipe away the tears from

off your weeping faces that you may see

clearly..”
Such is the tone of De-ka-na-we-dah’s

law; but it would be too long to write it

all here.
is so significant in connection with the

 

The nireteenth string, however,

late meeting that it may be well to re-.

produce it.
Nineteenth wampum string—‘You are

now confederate nations forever, which we

signify by joining our hands together, and

if any of the confederate lords leave this

confederation, his crown of deer’s horns,

the emblem of his lordship, together with

his birthright, will lodge on the arms of
the confederate lords, whose hands are
joined; so that his crown of deer’s horns
falls off from his bead, and he forfeits
his lordship title, together with his birth-
right, and they will remain in the Con-

federacy.
ttAnd if at any time any of the con-

federate lords choose to submit to the
laws and regulations made by other peo-
ple, he, or they, are no longer im, but

out of, the Confederacy, and shall be call-

ed aliens.
ttAnd likewise if any of your people sub-

mit to the laws and regulations made by
other people, he or they, shall forfeit his
or their birthright. Thereafter he or they
shall have no interest or claim in the
Confederacy. »
“We, the Confederate Lords, now join

hands together. Be firm, so that if a
tree falls on our arms it shall not separ-
ate us, mor cause us to loosen our hold.

Such shall the strength of our union be.”

«SIX NATION” IDEAS.

Thus, according to Iroquois ideas, was
the Confederacy formed; and it is by
these forty-five strings of wampum that
they ask the Government, in their peti-
tion, to be permitted to rule themselves,
deeming that they are not true Iroguois
if they accept any other laws than their
own. These they claim do not in any way
conflict with the laws of the Dominion,
but are specially fitted to their peculiar
condition. Behind this again there is a
grievance, which is that the remegade In-
dians who desert their tribes, reserves and
callings, for the professions of the white
men, still draw their share of annuity and
revenue from the Reserves, till they are
five years absent.
According to the old law, these desert-

ers would forfeit at once their share of
birthright, to the general fund of their
nation, who would thus be made richer
individually by their apostacy. And they
probably believe, too, that fewer deser-
tions would take place when it would cost
the progressive Indians something to maka
them. This may account also for the
two rival parties of Iroquois, the one
which looks forward to a prosperity like
that of the white race, and who say that
the best thing the other fellows can do
is to “hurry up and get civilized as quick-
ly as possible.” The other party, which
regards these as apostates, and looks back
with longing eyes upon the old days of
power and glory, cherish with all the
ardor of the patriot the fading traditions
of their race, are those which have recent-

ly held a council upon the campus ground
of St. Regis.

ABOUT DEVILS.

Do the Iroquois believe in the fantastio
story of the Constitution, and the found-
er, with its evil spirits, and transforma-
tion scenes you ask?
Why not? The famous Martin Luther,

even while fighting superstition with a
superhuman effort,” as he himself states,
was a believer not only in personal devils
but in whole herds of them.
He informs his readers that man is con-

tinually surrounded with demons, and that
tthe devil is nearer to the Christian than
is his coat or his shirt.”

‘‘Devils,”’ he says, ‘fare in houses, and
in dense black clouds. There are many
of them in the woods, waters and de-
serts. They send storms, hail, thunder

! and- lightning, and poison the air with an
infernal stench.” In some of his writ-
ings he says, too, that ‘‘the devil breeds
all diseases and plagues among men, and
we may be sure when a man dies of a
plague, is drowned, or drops suddenly
dead, the devil was the cause of it.”
Good people, to whom everything said

by the great Martin Luther and other
ecclesiastics, is sacred, give the poor In-
dian a chance, and let him have his devils
too, even if they creep into the body of
a chap with a wonderful name like A-do-
dar-hoh and knock the tar out of a whole
family like that of A-yonh-wha.

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE.

We have ourselves known even in these
enlightened days of precisely similar
cases happening in quite respectable fami-
ilies, where the devil has got into some
of their bodies, generally through the
mouth (from a piece of crystal or an
ominous looking black bottle), and caused
him to at least play the devil with a
whole community. And for the mat-
ter of the transformation into black
crows, have we not frequently known peo-
ple who turned themselves into ‘‘black
sheep’” and become f‘goats,” and ‘‘croak-
ers’’ and ‘‘sich like”? Indeed, folks who
make voyages across the Big Sea Water
have been credited with ‘turning them-
selves inside out,” which is a more
eccentric trick than anything recorded in
the history of the Iroquois Confederacy.

LOCALE OF IROQUOIS RESERVES.

It may not be generally known that the
tribes known: as the Caughnawagas aod
St. Regis are in reality the Mohawks,
whose home was originally on the Mohawk
River in New York State. Scarcely any
of the tribe are now living in that vicin-
ity, however, and the reserves assigned
them by treaty with Canada are on the
Bay of Quinte, near Deseronto, at Caugh-
nawaga, near Montreal, and St. Regis,
near Cornwall.
The colony at Caughnawaga was started

by the Jesuit missionaries, who desired
to draw away from the unconverted body
in the Mohawk country those who had
joined their flock. From: Caughnawaga,
St. Regis was formed, and these are now
the headquarters of the tribe.
The Oneidas are located 30 miles from

Syracuse, and south of London, Canada.
The Onondagas, originally from near

Syracuse, have their reserve of 47,000
acres at Grand River, and near Brantford,
Ont., where they number 3600 souls.
The Cayugas are located around Cayuga

Lake, in the United States. The Senecas’
reserve is at Tonawanda, and south of
Buffalo, on the Allegheny River.
The original territory in which these

tribes of the Confederacy had their hunt-
ing grounds have long since passed from
their possession, and they are now locat-
ed, in many cases, great distances from
them. The Iromois, who espoused the
cause of the British in the war of Ameri-
~an Independence, forfeited their claims
in the United States, and these have been
made good to them by the granting of the
Canadian Reserves, on which they are now
living.

MOUNDS AND EARTHWORKS OF

PRIMITIVE INDIAN RACES.

Columbus discovered America four hun-
dred years ago,—that makes America four
hundred years old.” Such was the sum-
mary fashion in which the age of this
continent was disposed of by one of our
Yankee cousins. We are all rather prone
to the same convenient sort of logic,
though we may not so pithily express it.
But it is of the race of Americans who

lived centuries before Columbus’ grand-
father was born, that we must now speak,
and of those who were his probable con-
temporaries. All over this broad contin-
ent have been found the imperishable
works of a people who are too old for the
memory of man.
Back into the darkness of the past the

mind may grope, and snatch therefrom a
few relics which give a clue to the mode
of life of those who preceded what we 
 

One dose of Pete Sawyers “ cold tea,” made two pictures at once. Itis stronger than Tetley’s.

are pleased to call our enlightened age,

and what posterity will some day call

the barbaric era. On the broad prairies

of the west, up the Rainy River, and on

lone islands in the Lake of the Woods,

may be found those queer looking mounds

which have yielded up their trophies of
an intelligence surprising to those who
people the past with nought but a human-
ity which possessed only brute instinct and
appetite. In these mounds have been
found copper utensils which would not
disgrace the smithy of to-day, if they
were to be made by hand.
The lost art of tempering copper was

no secret to these primitive artisans,
and edge tools have been found of that
material almost as hard as tempered
steel. These mounds were the burial
places of former Americans, and in all
ages that instinctive desire to perpetuate
in the memory of posterity the deeds and
thoughts and lives of the existing race
has led to the building of places of sepul-
chre more enduring than if intended for

any other purpose.
In Houghs' History of St. Lawrence

and Franklin Counties, written in 1853,
may be found a description of some inter-

tive days, which come within the scope
of this article on account of their almost
certain connection with the Iroquois and

other Indian races. On St. Regis Is.

land, directly opposite the Indian village
of that name, and at a point where the

there still exists a barrow or sepulchral
mound. It was excavated by Colonel Haw-
kins, of the United States Boundary Com-
mission, in 1818, and found to contain near
the surface human bones in considerable
numbers, and in a good state of preser-
vation, but at the base were found traces:
of fire, charcoal, burned bones, and frag-
ments of pottery, together with stone im-
plements and ornaments. Directly oppos-
ite to the church on the east bank of the
St. Regis River is another barrow or
mcund of similar nature, which has at
some period evidently been explored.
There is no tradition in the village re-

lating to either of them, and no probabil-
ity that they were made by the existing
race of Indians, and doubtless belong to
a period of history so remote that it bas
been lost even to the traditions of the

tribes.
In making a canal round the rapids on

the Canadian side of the St. Lawrence
many years before 1853, a singular mound
was dug through which disclosed relics of
copper and various ornaments, among
others a mask of the human face, in ter-
ra cotta or earthen ware, which probably
belonged to some image.

TRACES OF ANCIENT DEFENSIVE

WORKS.

Several of these have been discovered
in the townships of Augusta, Williams-
burgh, Osnabruck, etc., one of them, on
a farm which was occupied by a Mr.
Tarp, about seven and a half miles north-
west of Prescott. This is situated ona
pesinsula of elevated land in the midst of
# swamp, and accessible only by a nar-
row neck which bears traces of an an-
cient defensive work,
The land within this

twenty feet above the level of the
rounding swamp, and in two or three
places were the traces of mounds, which
tight have overlooked the country for a
considerable distance.
Within the breastwork at the isthmus

were lines of slight elevation, which mark
the places of former dwelling; and in the
soil have been found great quantities of
rude pottery, which indicate the attain-
ments of the temants of the stronghold im
this indispensible and primitive art.
The greatest quantity was found from

15 to 18 inches below the surface, in com-
pany with rude implements of flint, bone,
greenstone, the shells of fresh water mol-
luscs, and bones of animals taken in the
chase.
Among other things was a flattened

boulder of hornblende or gneiss, which had
been rendered smooth and concave by the
rubbing of stone implements, and might
have served as a mortar for grinding corn,
The breastworks at the entrance had

two openings about 18 feet wide, and on
the bank had evidently been built a pali-
sade of timber set upright in the ground,
but which has rotted away centuries ago.
This must have been a safe and impreg-
nable stronghold against such weapons as
were used in the days of its construction.
Another specimen of antique defensive

work has been found near Spencerville,
Ont., in the Second Concession, and sev-
eral of them have been surveyed and ex-
amined in the past fifty years by W. E.
Guest, of Ogdensburgh, N. Y., who has
transmitted an account of them to the
Smithsonian Institution at Washington for
publication.
In the County of Jefferson, ‘N. Y., not

less than fifteen trench enclosures have
been observed; how many more have been
levelled to the plow without exciting a
suspicion of their true nature will never
be known.
In St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., six are

known to have existed, besides localities
which appear to have been favorite haunts
of the red men, where rude implements
have been found scattered through the
soil.

It was not at all uncommon to fing
along the shores of many tributaries of
the St. Lawrence the remains of rude
pottery, usually impressed with fanciful
figures differing from each other in frag-
ments belonging to different utensils, but
posessing a general resemblance.

 

 

Indian Painting on Black Lake near Morristown,

N. Y., showing conventional way of
representing seven men.
 

The material used is clay and coarse
sand generally well tempered and baked;
and the vessels occasionally bear a rude
resemblance to the human face.
Stone gouges for tapping maple trees,

stone chisels for skinning deer, arrow-
heads of flint, jaspar, chalcedony, shale,
and other rock; Amulets and beads of

steatite, implements of bone, evidently
used as needles, and tools for marking
impressions upon the pottery; fragments
of bones and broken shells, the remains
of ancient feasts, indicate the pursuits
and enjoyments of our predecessors. Most
of the sites of these pre-historic strong-
holds were chosen with a natural protec-
tion upon one or more sides, as the bank
of a stream or the brow of a hill, leav-
ing only defences to be erected on the
unprotected sides.

mound or kank of earth surrounded by a
ditch of proportionate extent, and these
banks probably formed the foot of a pali-
sade of timber set upright in the ground.
In some of them the holes left by the de-
caying timber might still be seen.
This is especially true of a work near

Geneva, in Ontario County, U.S.,
formed the last stromghold of the Sene- 

esting mounds and earthworks of primi--

boundary line of 1818 crossed the river, |

is eighteen or
sur-

The traces usually found consisted of a:

cas in the expedition of General Sullivan,

during the Revolutionary War, and which

owed its preservation to the circum-

stance that the premises were expressly

reserved when their lands were ceded to

the State, with the explicit understand-
ing that it should never be brought under

cultivation.
There,” said the Seneca chief, ‘sleep

our fathers, and they cannot rest well if

they hear the plow of the white man

above them.”
In th town of Macomb, St. Lawrence

Co., have been found traces of three

trench enclosures, and several places
where beds of ashes mark the sites of
ancient hearths, the habitations and de-
fences of a race whose period of history
is even beyond the guessing point.
One of these was on the farm of Wil-

liam Houghton, on the bank of Birch
Creek, enclosing the premises since used
as a mill yard. It was in the form of
a semicircle with the two ends running to
the creek. The line which formed the

| bank, and its vicinity, revealed fragments
of pottery, ashes, shells, stone imple-
ments, and earthenware pipes with short

, clumsy stems two or three inches long

and massive bowl with short stem.
i On an adjoining hill another ancient fort-
‘ress existed, and in an adjacent pond a
skeleton of great size has been discover-
ed. Half a mile north-east of this, on
the farms of W. P. Houghton and Jos-
iah Sweet, was another enclosure, and
from what little remained it seemed to
have been a deep ditch outside of a high
bank of irregular semi-oval shape, with
gateways, and its ends came up to a
small stream, the outlet of a tamarac
swamp, the former site of a beaver
meadow. Evidences of the latter fact
were discovered when digging a ditch,
and sticks bearing the marks of the teeth
of beavers were found several feet below
the surface.
The trench and bank could be traced in

1833 about 160 paces, which appeared to
be about half of the original circuit.
Numerous fire beds occurred within it,
and in one case a quantity of ashes and
charcoal was found five feet below the
surface.
In a field a few rods distant vestiges

of an Indian village were found, and on
the premises of the St. Lawrence Lead

Mining Co., and the farm of Robt. Wil-
son, three-fourths of a mile from the
first described spot, was still another
trace which could easily be made out, as

 

ib had never been plowed, and was the
only work of the three in the town of
Macomb which could be seen entire. On
the road between Norfolk Village and
Raquetteville, on Mile Lot 10, was a re-
markable trench enclosure in early * times;
pine stumps still stood on the bank four
feet in circumference, in 1853, which must
have grown there since the place was 

!

|

directly opposite to Oak Point, N. Y.,
there could be seen some years ago, and

perhaps to-day, a rude painting on the

rock representing a canoe with thirty-five
men, and a cross, evidently intended to

commemorate some event, and done since

the Roman Catholic missionaries came to

Canada. From the direction of the canoe

it would appear that the party was pass-

ing down the river, and from the number

it contained and the cross in advance, it

probakly was a party going to attend.

some of the Indian missions, perhaps at

Tadoussac or Ste. Annes. ;

A little below Brockville, and opposite

to Morristown, were two paintings on the

cliffs, cuts of which are here reproduced.
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Indian Painting on the rocks a little below

Brockville, Ont,

These are probably of comparatively

modern origin, and indeed the Indians at

St. Regis —ossess a vague tradition con-
cerning them, which they relate as fol-

lows: —
“A long time ago the Caughnawaga In-

{ dians were going west oh a warlike expe-
dition, and made these paintiogs on their
way up. They were all killed, and the
number of marks demote the number of the

party.”
Another tradition which prevails in the

vicinity of Brockville is to the effect that
long ago a war party of Indians return-
ing from the upper waters with two cap-
tives were caught in a terrible storm,
and their canoe being heavily laden was
in great danger of foundering. To lighten
it they threw overboard the two captives,
and fearing the vengeance of God, made
a vow that if they were saved they would
return every year and paint this picture
upon the rocks at the point where they
first found shelter, and would renew it
year by year.
Rumor says that till the last decade

this vow was faithfully performed, and a
rude picture certainly does exist there to
this day, though it may indeed be a
spurious one. The picture near Oak

 

There was a ** gentleman's game’ at Boro’s, and the Camero looked on.

 

have
mingled with
arrows,

occupied, as beds of ashes
found ‘under their roots
broken earthenware, flint
other relics of the builders.
On an island in the vicinity, Indian

graves were found. In the town of Mas-
sena, half a mile west of Raquette River
bridge, was plainly to be seen a work
which differed considerably from any of
the others, and was the best preserved.
Its form was somewhat like an ox bow,
with its open side towards Raquette Riv-
er.

ful prospect, and the vicinity must have
been a favorite haunt of the rude Indians
who once made it their home.
On either side was a river abounding

in fish, and by which they could penetrate
far into the interior, while a few miles
below them it emptied into the St. Law-
rence, near where St. Regis now stands.
The stumps of immense trees standing

on the bank and in the ditch indicate at
least an anti-Columbian age, and many
centuries must have elapsed since these
ruins were deserted.
If the intervening woods were cleared

away, the locality in Potsdam described,
some 20 miles away, could be seen from
this place, and signal fires at night could
be distinguished easily from either sum-
mit. Not far from this work, in the
towa of Massena, has been found a pipe
formed of whitish Bteatite or soapstone,
with the figure of a serpent wrought on
it, its head rising a little above the bowl.
This figure has been used by the sav-

ages of all nations without any apparent
knowledge of each other, and this has
given rise to the opinion that it origina-
ted in some religious notion and is sym-
bolical of some idea inherent in the mind.
The Egyptians represented the recurring
cycles of the year by a serpent with its

I tail in its mouth, and one of the mounds
to the south-west here, when traced in
its immense proportjons along the ground,
is like an enormous serpent. A semicircu-
lar trench and bank also existed in the
town of Oswegatchie, now Ogdensburg,
N. Y., where a small portion of the high-
way passes over it at the only part
visible, and the outline of this bank may
be traced in the spring by the unusual
verdure of the grass along its line, simi+
lar spots indicating the sites of fire-plices
within and without. This was formerly
near the western edge of the town, on a
farm owned by Benjamin Pope, and an un-
usual abundance of stone and earthenware
ornaments have been found there.
In the case of the copper implements

found on the Canadian shore, the metal
must have been mined or taken from the.
surface and carried east from the Lake
Superior district, as this ore does not
occur at a nearer point to the place where

 
the excavations were found, unless, in-
deed, these primitive races knew of its
presence fin places which have not since
been discovered.

MORE RECENT ROCK PAINTING. parts of the continent.

township, west of Brockville, Ont.,
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opposite Oak Point.

and|

The summit of the ridge at that:
placa commands an extensive and delight-'

been Point was apparently painted in vermil-
lion and the ‘others in ochre. When
first seen by the whites they were quite
brilliant, but lost their hues afterwards.
The cross, the emblem of the Christian

faith, and especially held in reverence by
Catholics, sufficiently indicates the modern
origin of the sketches, which may have
formed a connecting link in the chain of
events occurring under the French dy-
nasty, or may have been traced to pass
away the tedium of a leisure hour.
In either case they are symbolical of

the records used by savages to preserve
, the memory of events or of the pastimes
and tastes of a race which is fast pass-
ing away.
The shores of Black Lake, at the town

of Morristown, N. Y., between the village
of Hammond and the Narrows, contained
traces of paintings of an obscure charac-
ter. One of these was a deer drawn very
rudely, and about eight inches high. There
were also seven figures, in two groups, at
a short distance from the first picture.
The deer was an emblem or mark in use

among the Iroquois to designate one of
their totems or bands, as given in a pre-
ceding paragraph, and’ was also in use
among the Oswegatchies, and the block on
which it was drawn is preserved in the
collections of the State at Albany. The.
following sketch, taken from Houghs’
History, like most of these facts, repre-
sents the group of human beings upon the
rocks, drawn in the conventional form
adopted among the savages.

|
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Indian Painting near Brockville.
 

Near the village of Edwardsville, or The
Narrows, at Morristown, on a hill a lit-
tle east of that place, there has been
found many years ago, upon plowing it
the traces of an Indian village, as evinced
by a row of hearths with burned stones
ashes, charcoai, shells, and fragments of
bones. These were some little distance
below the surface and extended for a
tjuarter of a mile. The land here was ex-
cellent for the raising of corn; and the
lake then, as doubtless now, yielded abund-
ant fish, which would have made this an
admirable residence for the rude Indiang 

Another step in the history of the Know that a people did exist
savage races is indicated by the rock Places, that humanity has toiled
paintings which have been discovered along

|

Suffered and laughed ‘and’ wept on these
the St. Lawrence river and in various, historic spots, even as we d

In Elizabetl that they have been swe
and Year's snow,

_——___ | these slender, time-worn link

which

|

Indian Painting on the shore of the St. Lawrence |

of that day. Who they were; when they
lived; and what number, are facts which
bre veiled in the m sts of time. We only

in these
and

0 to-day, and
pt away like last

behind them only
s to

them with the present. These too,mustsoon entirely. disappear, under the plow,
and harrow of him who now reaps a har-vest over the hearths of a forgotten race

OLD FRENCH RUINS.
Where the Oswegatchie River iwaters into the St. Lawrence inthe pres

leaving

sent town of Ogdensburgh, in New

York State, U. S., but once in French

Canadian territory, might be seen some

years ago traces of a broken wall, which

Was the foundation of an edifice erected:

nearly a century and a half ago, as the

inscription on the corner-stone, preserved.

in that town to the present day will tell.

Translated from the original Latin, it

reads: €

God, the foundation of this inhabitatior(

was laid by Francis Picquet in 1749.7”

These buildings, or others erected on

their site, were afterwards for many

years occupied by a British garrison, and:

subsequently as a court house, jail, store,

¢welling, and barracks for troops, and

with them commences the earliest authen4

tic history of what is now St.Lawrenca

County and one of the most important

periods in the fortunes of the Iroquois,

ially the Mohawk tribe.

*From the earliest period of their set-

tlement the French appeared to bave been
solicitous to withdraw theIroquois from guedoc, France, in 1507,
the interests of the English and to es- ant from an ancient and
tablish them near their own borders as

well to secure their religious as their po-

litical adherence to their interests. To

was sent to Onondaga in 1657-8;

Jaques to the Mohawks (among whom he

had previously been a captive) in 1646;

Frs. Jos. Lemercier to Onondaga in 1657-

¢In the pame of the Omnipotent !

St. Regis folks know they are handsome and like to ‘“ get their picters tog) »
reeee

 

 

effect their conversion Father Regnencas ing menial servants
saac.

8; Simon Le Moyne to Onondaga in 1654, |

Senecas.
and subsequently to the Mohawps and| Canad

Many others also went, but: not getting it, but
none were more successful than Jacques

de Lamberville, who was among the Mo-

hawks in 1675-8, later ab Onondaga, which

he left in 1686, and again in 1703 to 1709

he was zealously engaged in proselytizing

to his faith the Indians of New York.

The result of the labors of these mis-

sionaries was the emigration of a part of

the Mohawk tribe, in 1675 to the Sault

St. Louis, where is now Canghnawaga,

near Montreal. Charlevoix gives an ac-

count of this in his Journals of Travels

in North America, page 258, and the room
inf which he dwelt while at this mission
of the Sauit St. Louis is still pointed

out to visitors, and the table on which
he wrote forms part of the furniture of
the priest’s house there to this day.

their language and customs, but forfeited
everything else they valued to come with
the ‘Black Gowns” to Canada. Bub
gradually under the influence of the
priests they discarded their own customs
and adopted those of the French, who
labored to abolish those national cere-

olic ritual. They succeeded so well that
fifty years ago the oldest inhabitant at
the mission had lost all recollection of

the memory of national ceremonies of the
olden time, so that even at the recent
council held at St. Regis, a description
of these by the Onondaga Chief, ‘‘Ap-
proaching Fire,” sounded to them as
strangely as any fairy. story could. Many
of them did not even know that they were

their knowledge.
The emigration to Canada among the

Iroquois continued through many years,
and in 1749 led to the establishment of a
missionary station and fort at the mouth
of the River La Presentation, or Oswe-

gatchie, by a Sulpician priest named Fran-
cis Picquet.

An account of this appears in the docu-
mentary history of New York, taken from
the Paris documents collected by an agent
sent to Europe by that State ‘to obtain
historical material, and it consisted in a
palisaded enclosure and one small bastion,
with a stone house and residence for the
Abbe and his flock. This was the first
site of what is now the town of Ogdens-
burgh, N. Y., and it was the key to the
waters down which the Iroquois and Eng-
lish could descend in their attacks upon
Montreal and the French territory of Can-
ada.
This little fort was the scene of many

lively encounters, and in Oct. 1749 it was
burnt down by a band of Mohawks and.
rebuilt in 1751, when Father Picquet com-
menced the erection of a sawmill for the
use of his settlement. To induce the
hatives to settle here, the Governor
placed a large magazine with all kinds of
clothing, arms and ammunition for the
Indians, which were distributed very
liberally among them, and by this means
Fort La Presentation was largely instru-
mental in retaining for the French that
allegiance which the missions at Caugh-
nawaga and St. Regis were so successful
in withdrawing from the English cause.
M. Picquet was one of the wonderful men
of the age, and poasessed( unbounded in-fluence with the Indians. He had a com-
manding and Prepossessing figure, with an
open and engaging countenance and a gayand cheerful” humor which he turned togood account. He was à theologian, ora-
tor and poet and composed and sung,

Lan
is regarded as a shrine where mo

: were believed by Catholics to have re
: performed. A painting of the Sin
was presented to the church at gy Resis
by Charles X., but was burnt in ie

The savages of course carried with them

|

 

monies and substitute for them the Cath- -

their ancient customs and did not preserve’

of the! real Mohawk stock, so thoroughly
had these matters been shut out from

 

 
 

songs in French and i ;
which he interested andames, with
ages. A portrait of his jg pres the a
the Sulpician Mission of Two Mo ¥
Such was the founder of Ogdenhyp,.®
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ST. REGIS,
The Indian name of St,

wis-sas-ne’’ (‘Where the pa
and was given, it is said
the abundance of partridge
formerly to be found in

Another explanation
that in the winter time the jor
above the rapids coming down ung fry
firm ice at this place’ sometimes ob
a sort of earthquake or treme; hy
with a noise like the drumming tek
ridges. 8 of pn
Among the missionaries ap,

ent day is it named after
Regis, a Jesuit, born at Fy,

Regis 1; Al
rtridge drug
On aceon i

8 which Wy

the vicinity,
of the tame  

d to they,
Jean Fran.
nconverte, La,
and a descey
noble fap),

b to enter 4
and after qui,

e charge of instroc.
r in Tournon. Be va

the Saint of the lower classes for bee
interests he labored with such zeal ho
he was persecuted by those of the hi "
state, and sought an appointment a the
sionary to the Iroquois ang’ Hurorsàa. He was deeply disappoint

remained at pop

He was one of the firs
Jesuit school at Begiers,
ting it undertook th

where he died.

His tomb at La Louvase in

fire of 1866.

The site of St. Regis is as ifol 5
it well can be, situated as hepus
on a projecting point of land whi
out into the St. Lawrence between th
mouths of the St. Regis and Racquette
rivers, and on the 45th parallel of latitut
The boundary line between Canada a

the United States passes through tk
village, and the iron post which appests
in the title cut of this issue is locate]
on the principal street. This bears f
following inscriptions, which have ben
cast on the metal: “Boundary, Aug. %,
1842”’- Lieut. Col. J. B. B. Estcourt, 1
B. M. Com’ssr.’’ On the other two tue,
of the post are: "Treaty of Washington".
‘Albert Smith, U, S. Com’ssr.”

An old building, the International Hot:
which appears in the same cut, the fu,
thest house to the right, is built Tight
the line—haif of it in Canada and et
other half in the United States. Ths
used to be a very convenient way of oe
coming the difficulties of customs duties
and no doubt the same walls could te
Queer, tales of the deals they have wit
nessed, if they could speak. The Indian,
however, are permitted to carry any gook
required for their own use across ik
lines free of duty, or any article mak
by themselves for sale, except they be
come dealers for the purpose of trad.
St. Regis is a long, narrow and seat

tered village with many very old ly
houses in it. It has changed littleinth
last hundred -ears, and the same weather
beaten fronts look out upon the passe
by that were probably seen by Charlevois
and those of his day. But thevillage ls
had a boom within the past four yess
and the evidences are everywhere in the

comfort and plenty which seems to pre
vail. This is what may be called the bas

lage is
ch jets

ket epoch.
Prior to 1890, starvation threatened t&

inhabitants, who either would not

could not till the soil so as to prod
enough to live upon, and hunger with it
gaunt face lived with the villagers ¥

companied by the squalor and filth whi
usually travels in its train and are il
boon companions. Then some enterprsi
merchants of Hogansburgh, two miles d
tant, discovered that there was a bf
market for the pretty baskets which fl
squaws made, and set about develop
their manufacture.

BASKET MAKING.

But one of the principal diffculties ?

the way was that inseparable element

Indian nature—improvidence, These »

ple work only for to-day—to-morro¥ *

beyond the scope of their calculato®

They would go to the woods, sn
enough fibre to make a dozen basket
which, as soon as made, they would ! ;

to the stores and sell. But in the pit
when the su--ly of black ash, from SE
the fibre is made, ran short, or ws
cult to reach, then the basket m ;

ceased. More than this, there wa à

earthly use in making a contract fo
thousand or so baskets, because it 2
notorious fact that: while you could Ds

chase ome or two baskets, or wi"
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happé
sed to be made at the time, from | sold to the merchants, only to be pur-

ans for twenty-five or fifty cents, chased back at a higher price later on.

te ald ask nearly double the price

if Jou wanted to bargain in advance for a! FORMER REVENUE.
¢housand yet to be made. :

Sy the basket merchants buy the logs
d the materials from the Indians in the

Amer, pay for them on delivery, and
oi them back to them at a profit in the
“inter and, in fact, all the year round.
In this way a steady supply is secured,

and large orders can be filled by the mer-

chants From’ stock. t

The next thing was to improve on the
crude models of the Indians, and intro-
duce more artistic shapes and tints into
the making of the goods. This was done
py bringing models from Germany and
insisting upon faithful and perfect copies
of them being made. Indeed, Messrs.
pwyer & Lantry, of Hogansbourgh, N. Y.,
who are the largest dealers, told us that
the only way to keep up the standard of
the work was to absolutely. refuse to buy
at any price whatever a faulty basket.

If this rule were not adhered to, not
even the difference in price would secure
carefully made goods. Cheap as the Ger-
man market is famed for being, it can-

pot compete with the prices at which the

 

 

But prior to the basket period there
was no such prosperity in St. Regis.
In 1852, the tribe numbered 1120 in all—

632 British and 483 Americans, as

against 1300 total at present, not one of
which, even at that distant date, was of

pure Indian blood. The British part of
the St. Regis tribe then received $1,000,
as interest, for a tract of land sold to
the Government, though it afterwards
drew a greater sum. They also received
rents from lands in Dundee amounting to
about $1,000 yearly; and many of the
Jeases of these properties having expired
about six or seven years ago, the Indians
having been unable to purchase the im-

provements of the settlers, sold their right
in the lands for $2.50 per acre. This hag
been a bone of contention among them
ever since, as they deemed that when the
leases expired the improvements, buildings
and everything else should revert to them,
without any charge whatever. But the

MONTREAL DAILY HERALD, SUPPLEMENT.

from entering the new church by station-
ing men at the door with clubs, even
wgainst the wishes of the priest. This
had its effect, and the American party
compromised the matter by authorizing.
their agent to pay over to the Church
an equal share of its cost of construction,

The American agent handed the amount
to the chiefs of the Canadian band, who,
it is said, managed to lose it in some
mysterious way. It was alleged that the
money had been stolen from the house of
<ne of them, and the funds never reached
the Church. As a result, the priest now
charges the American Indians a much
higher fee for weddings, christenings and

“funerals than was customary, and in that
way the American share of the cost
being paid “through the nose,” as
street gamins would say.

is
the

There is also a Methodist Mission at St.
Regis, which has a chapel at Hogans
burgh, two miles away, on the line of
the reservation, and as near to the In-
dian village as a title for land could be
procured. This mission was originated
by the Reverend Ebenezer Arnold, in 1847,

 

St. Regis girls are bashful, but love to be loved.

 

 

who took a great personal interest in the
matter.

The Roman Catholic Mission was es-
tablished much earlier, having been start-
ed by Father Anthony Gordon, a Jesuit
from Caughnawaga, with a colony of these
Indians in 1760. The year of the settle-
ment is known by the fact that the par-
ty was met near Coteau du Lac by Lord
Amherst, who was then descending the
St. Lawrence to complete the conquest of
Canada.
Caughnawaga, or St. Louis, had at a

very early period been formed from a
portion of the Mohawk tribe, who had
embraced the Catholic faith and followed
the “Black Robes” into French territory.

FOUNDING OF ST. REGIS.

But, according to ancient narratives,
there was a small colony at Ak-wis-sas-
ne before Father Gordon came and named ;
it St. Regis.
This tradition says that about

many quarrels among the younger In-
dians, which became a source of irritation
and trouble in the settlement and of
anxiety to the missionary, who tried in
vain to reconcile the difficulties between
them. Finally he adviscd the two young
men to remove with their families to a
place by themselves, where they might
enjoy tranquility, beyond the reach of
persecution from their comrades.
This they did, taking with them their

wives, and followed by their wives’ par-
ents.
with their effects in canoes to seek a new
home further up the St. Lawrence.
Coasting along the river with critical

eye, they at last arrived at the point on
which St. Regis now stands, where they
landed and took possession at the meet-
ing of the waters. The name of these
youths was Tarbell, and their descendants,
who have ever since lived at St. Regis
have given to the tribe some of its most:
distinguished chiefs and hcad men. One
of these, named Lesor Tarbell, was, near-

.ly a century ago, a chief very highly es-
teemed by the white men for his pru-
dence, candor, and great worth of char-
acter. On nearly all of the treatics with |
the Iroquois the name of Tarbell figures,
-and in the little Indian cemetery at St.
‘Regis may be seen tombstones bearing it.

Such was the traditional founding of
the village, and these were the people,
with their descendants, whom Father Gor-
don found here when he arrived with his
detachment of Iroquois, that he was

‘taking away from the evil influences of a
too close proximity to the moral miasma
of Montreal. The ecclesiastics have shown
in this regard a commendable interest in

the welfare of their flocks, and in order
that the end desired might not be defeat-
ed it was deemed necessary that the new

and 'colony should be exclusively native,
that no military post should form part
of it, or traffic in spirituous liquors be
permitted.

THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC.

nized the degrading influences of drink
has been proven by the following memor-
ial from the Oneidas to the Legislature
of New York, in which they voiced the
opinions and wishes of the different
tribes nearly a century ago, and is pathe-
tic in its appeal to save them from them-
selves:
‘Brothers:
We, the Sachems and Chiefs of the dif-

ferent Nations, desire your attention.
You have often manifested a respect for
our welfare, by way of good council.
You have told us that we should love
one another, and to live in peace. ‘You
have also exhorted us to abandon our sav-
age life, to adopt your mode of life in
cultivating our land; to raise grain; to be
sober, and many other good things. We
have made attempts to follow the good
path you have pointed out for us, but
find ourselves still deficient. And you
seem to blame us for our backwardness,
and we are to be blamed.
“Brothers:

We have been often consulting upon our
welfare, and how to promote it,—we made
but slow progress. For we find one great
‘obstacle, which we look upon as our
enemy, by whose means our nations are 

170 | ous’ Liquor. To us he is a servant

almost reduced to the ground. Our young
men seem willing to become slaves to the
tyrant who goes in the name of Spiritu-

of
years ago a girl of thirteen years and {evil spirit. When we found that our own
two brothers of younger age were play- endeavors and powers were too weak to

ing together in a barn at the town of | prevent such an enraging tyrant, we unit- |

Groton, Mass., when the two boys were jed our voices two years ago to you for
| seized by Indians and carried away, prob- | 8SSistance, that you might bind this tyi
ably in the expectation that a reward | Tait. But you refused to give your as-
would be offered for their return.
The story says that these boys

. Bistance, which one brother had right to
were expect from another.

taken to Caughnawaga, where they were ‘Brothers:
adopted as the children of their captors If such of your color as sell us

These four families then departed.

That even the savages themselves recog-:

hope, and firmly believe, that you will
at this time give all possible relief.
“Brothers:
Remember we were willing to assist

you to fight against your enemy. We
were willing to let you have our lands
when you needed. We were willing to
maintain the chain of friendship with you,
and we desire to live in peace and enjoy

all your privileges. But how can we do
, this, so long as you are, as it were, will-
ing to see us destroyed by this tyrant.
In consequence of which numberless
audiences have taken place amongst us.
And besides that you have of'en told us
that the Great Spirit will send all drunk-
ards to everlasting fire after death.
‘Brothers:
You are wise people and you know the

mind of the Great Spirit. We know but
little, and can do but little. And as you
are our brothers, we would again look to
you for help to lessen abundantly that
distracting article by some law of yours,
that we may have a fair trial to walk
in that path which you so highly recom-
mended to us. And in compliance with
this our request, we shall ever acknowl-
edge your friendship, and we leave it to

your wisdom and humanity.”
| This memorial, taken like most of the
1 historical matter in this article from
: Houghs’ History, tells its own tale in its
"appeal for help against that terrible curse
| Which has slain more of the Indian race

(the results of drink in savage life) than

 

nations and the white men. It was not
alone the bullet which laid low the power

! of the red men, once the proud possessors
"of this American continent. That might
i have decimated their ranks, but could
not have broken their spirit into their
present pitiful weakness. King “Booze”
was the arch conspirator of the white
Iscariots. They pressed the button and he
did the rest.

| FIRST CHURCH OF ST. REGIS.

As soon as Gordon and his people be-
came established in their new home, they
set about building a church of logs, cover-
ed with a roof of bark; and this primi-
tive temple served the double purpose of
a church and a dwelling for the priest—
one end of the hut being partitioned off.
There being no bell, at the hour of wor-

ship an Indian went from hut to hut and
announced the time of prayer in a loud
voice, much the same as the Muezzin call
in Mahommedan countries from the
mosques.
Two years after this church was burnt

ish, though since that date they are said
to be perfect, and kept in Latin and
French. A small wooden church replaced
this one, and was built on the

through exposure to cold and hardship

i all the bloody wars between the various |

and with it the first records of the par-.
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AT ST. REGIS.

 

 

But nowand then with a fearful tone,
It struck on their startled ear—
An lsad itwas ‘mid the mountains lone,
Or the ruined tempest’s muttered moan,
Fhat terrible voice Lo hear.

|

|

It s2cmed like the question that stirs the soul,
OLits secret goodorill;

| And taey quaked us its stern and solemntone,
Re-echoed from rock to hill,

| And theystarted up in their broken dream,
"Mid the lonelyforest shade,
And thought they heard the dying scream,
And sawthe |liod of slaughter s.rsaumn

| Afresh through the village glade,

Thentheysat in council, those chieftains old, !
And a mighty pit wasmade,
Where the lake with its silver waters redled,
They buried the bell ‘neath the verdant mould,
And crossed themselves and prayed.

 

And there till a stately pow-wow-came,
It slepb in its tomb forgot,
With a mant’e of fur. and a browof flame
He stood on the burial spot.

I'ey wheeled the dance with it mystic round
At the stormy midnight hour,
And a dead man’s hand onhis breast he bound,
And invoked ere he broke that awful ground,
The demons of pride and power.

Then he raised the bell with a nameless rite,
Which none but himself might tell,

{ In blanket and bearskin he bound it tight
| And it journeyed in silence both day and
i night,
So strong was that magic spell,

f
It spake no more till St. Regis tower
Tu northern skies appeared, ,
And then legends extol that pow-wow’s power
Which lulled that knell like the poppy flower,
As conscience slumberetha little hour

 

. England privateer, brought

ground now Tn the cell of a heart that's eared.”
occupied by the priest’s house. i
This church had a cupola which contain- LEGEND OF THE BELL.

ed a bell, generally believed to be the . , .
famous one taken from Deerfield, Mass, ‘Fifty-six years before the founding
by the Indians in 1704. Mrs. Sigourney, | of St. Regis, Father Nicholas having
has written this legend of the bell into assembled a considerable number of con-

poesy, and admirably portrays the super- verted Indians, established them in the
stitious fear of the Indians when they. village now known as Caughnawaga, on,

heard its first strange soundechoing among! the St. Lawrence, the situation of which
the solemn woods. They had learned to | 18 one of the most picturesque in the,
look upon the bell as something sacred whole country. Father Nicholas, having

and almost personal in its religious inter. founded his village, now set to work with
est; and its ransom from the hands of

|

the aid of his Indians to erect a church,

its’ English captors cost many lives in Which stood upon a jutting point, and
that memorable attack on Deerfield,when With its spire glittering in the sunlight
Hertel de Rouville, Lord of Beloeil Moun- | 383inst a background of gloomy forest;

tain, swept down with his French soldiers formed a romantic setting for the le-
and Indian warriors like avenging demons Send of this celebrated bell.

lon the New England settlements. i But Father Nicholas’ church ‘was more
But we will quote the little poem of pretentious than many of the rude struc-

the sweet singer:— tures of the missions, and among other

, titles to distinction it possessed a belfry

 

 

where the purchase was made by an ec
clesiastic, and shipped' on board the ‘’Grand
Monarque,” then sailing for Quebec. But
the good ship was not destined to attain
her. port, and in one of the wars which
the French and English then so frequent-
ly waged she was captured by a New

into Salem,
and sold for the benefit of her captors.
The much prized bell was purchased by:
the village of Deerfield on the Connecti-

‘cut River, for a church which was then
being erected by the famous Rev. John
Williams. Well had it been for the ins
habitants of Deerfield if they had never
seen the Indians’ bell; for when the news
of its capture reached Caughnawaga, and
Father Nicholas had related to them its
unhappy condition, retained in Purgatory
in the hands of heretics, it inspired them
with a terrible resolution to recover it
at any cost.

It must here be remembered that in
the minds of savages who had never seen
or heard a bell, it became to them almost
a personal living thing which could speak,
nnd perhaps feel, and they deplored its
misfortune in not having received the
rite of baptism before its unhappy cap-
tivity. A few of those among them who.
had heard a bell said, ‘Its voice was
more harmonious than that of the sweet-
est songster of the grove, and so mighty
that it could be heard beyond the murmur
of the rapid.”
All were sad and inspired with a re

| ligious enthusiasm; many fasted, and
others performed severe penances to ob-
tain the deliverance of the bell and al-
leviate its sufferings.
About this time the Marquis de Vaud-

reuil, Governor of Canada, planned an
expedition against the British Colonies of
Massachusetts and New Hampshire; and

ghastly reprisals were to be made on
New [England for the scalping raids of
the Iroquois into Canada.
The massacre of Lachine was to be

avenged by the atrocities of Schenectady,
Haverhill and Deerfield, and Major Hertel
de Rouville, in command of the expedi-
tion, had a personal revenge to satisfy
against those Indian torturers who had
burnt and mutflated his father’s hand.
This then was the opportunity of the
Caughnawagas to recover their bell, as
Father Nicholas had been sent for to

this .

THE BELL OF ST. REGIS.

|" The red men € umein their prile and wratk
| Deep vengeance firedtheireye,
An the blood of the white was in their

path, ‘
and grew up in the customs and language article were obliged to keep us in their | And the flume fromhis roof rose high.
of ‘the Indians. In time they married the houses while we were distracted with it,|
daughters of Sak-kon-ai-tsi-asp and Ata-| and suffer us in the desolation it makes
wen-ta, two chiefs of the
tribe. Their superior intelligence
enterprise brewed endless jealousies

Caughnawaga we then believe they would as willingly
and call out as loud as we do for help and
and existence. Therefore we

acccmpany the expedition.
The Indians were immediately assembled

“ which one day became the subject of his
i sermon. He explained to his savage aud-)
ience that a belfry without a bell was in the church, and the messenger present-
like a church without a priest, and urged ed to them with tle tidings which he

| them to lay aside some of the furs they | bore, when, with one voice, they raised
‘had collected till enough would be accuru-, the cry of war, and asked to be led to

 
can not but

| .

The dome from the burning church theytore, lated to purchase a bell, which could then
The bell of tuneful sound. only be procured from France.
And on with their captive train they bore |" The Indians were not slow to respond
That syonderful thing toward their native | to their pastor's appeal, and a packet of

The rude Canadian bound. furs was promptly forwarded to Havre,

the place where their bell was detained
‘by the heretics.

; In the depth of winter they marched
,out of the village, with Father Nicholas
‘at their head, bearing a large banner sur-
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ae Indians make these baskets; and yet fair
taime and profitable figures are paid for them.
eh This traffic has practically transformed

"| the homes of St. Regis, and everywhere
are now seen well clad and ‘clean

looking people who show the good results
of thrift and comfort in their faces and |

up] their households. :

uty Even organs have found their way into
it oi some of the houses, and at night pour
wer] forth very creditable music accompanied

y. by such singing as would compare favor-
me fl ably with much that is heard in the homes
frog of the white man, for these people seem

r 4] to have a natural love for music and
cag] what is called “a good ear” for it.
tende Many of them, too, have horses and car-
nr] riages, some of them costing as much as

‘I seventy-five dollars. !
™ A glance at the pictures in this issue
ap,ff Will show that some of the younger gen-:

0, la eration manage to dress themselves with:
seu as much taste as their white sisters, tan
i shoes, and gloves, with quite ‘‘catching’:
rt hats being in evidence, and pretty blouses,
“À not unknown. There are the Indian
_ dudes, too, and these simply ‘knock you,
He t silly,” being altogether too funny. One
ve young fellow of swarthy hue, but rather ___
| & good-looking features, appeared upon the

bie scene with a ped silk sash round his Government thought differently, and the
S mis waist, a Tam anter set jauntily upon Indians eventually signed a quit claim for
ms à the side of his head and a cigarette be- the figure stated.

i. tween his fingers. He wassimply ‘‘kill-| Besides interest and rents, they receiv-
home ing,” and if that type thrives among the eq from the Government blankets and

| Iroquois all the squaws must certainly| clothing according to the age of the in-
wear tan shoes or be out of the swim al- gividuals. A child of from 5 to 9 years,

ee together. But most of the women cling received the value of $1.50; from 9 to 14
rack: to the old conservative style of dress, about $2.50, and after that period the

with shawl-covered head, and many rather worth of $4.00 or $5.00, besides one pound
nl pretty faces with their bright eyes peep |of powder and four pounds of shot and

Res out roguishly. enough from this most un- pals for hunting. The squaws received.
lef lovely costume. Some of the male per-| the value of $4.00 in blankets and cloth.

suasion have their ears pierced and wear In addition to the lands held at St.

til] ear-rings, bub most of them are quietly. Regis, the Canadian reserve includes Corn-
lage sf and cleanly dressed, and there is a mark- all Island, St. Regis Island, and others,

h jmf ed absence of that ‘’Injun smell’”” which which are very fertile, and which they
nf} haunts the villages of the prairie and either cultivate or rent out.
oquete| other western tribes. The American party at the same date
atitude, Basket making has had much to do with received an annuity of $2,131.67, which
da if all this and St. Regis, is a living exam- equally divided between men, women and
ht} ple of the effect which comfort and pros-| children averaged $4.00 per head. i
apres] Perity has upon a community which has They also received $700 rental for a
locat seen the reverse. These baskets are most tract of land near Hogansburgh; and at
Is tx] artistic in their shapes and appearance, ; one time it was customary for the two.
e by] and it is marvellous into what a variety ! sides of the tribe to pool their revenue
g. if of forms the black ash fibres have been from both sources and divide it betweer
urt, | woven. them.

volus}, In tho ware-rooms of Messrs. Dwyer & This led to the use of the Roman Cath-
ngio”} Lantry we were shown thousands of these | olio Church at St. Regis (which is on the

pretty utensils in hundreds of forms of ; Canadian side) by the American portion |
1Hot] most ingenious weaves. Among other, of the tribe, till some years ago, when|
he fir] things were two hats, as dainty creations the old church being burnt a new one’

ight uf 88 ever the deft fingers of the milliner . was erected at the exclusive expense of

nd = produced. Thev were of fibre with the Canadian party. To this, as of old,
Ti, Plumes and trimming of a sort of per- "tho American contingent kept coming with- |

of oyu] fumed grass, and were intended as sachets out contributing anything towards either |
dutis] for parlor use, and said to retain their , its construction or maintenance. The old |

1d td} delicate odor of new mown hay for years. custom of international division of revenre;

e wi] Upstairs were whole bins of this grass, : having been cancelled, caused the Can-
Indians] gathered by the Indians and immediately adian Indians to prevent the Americans '
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MEN WITHOUT PROPERTY, but with a wife and

children or other dependents.

MEN WITH PROPERTY, but not enough to yield

an income that would support their families by itself,

and realize that their death will instantly stop its

  
 

increase.

YOUNG UNMARRIED MEN, who wish to make

sure that their mothers or sisters, or the families they

probably will have, will not be left in want; or to

have money to set up in business in ten or fifteen or

twenty years.
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MEN WITH SAVINGS, which they put in savings

banks, or with which they buy Government, County,

or City bonds, or speculate in stocks or real estate.

 

No other investment is so certain for a long period

as Endownment Insurance. Bonds and stocks may

be called in or become valueless; dividends may be

passed reducing the average value heavily; frequent

reinvestment may be needed, and new good invest-

ments are hard to find.

FAR-SIGHTED MEN, who wish to save up money to

be paid to them at an age when failing powers may

prevent them from earning.

PROSPEROUS MEN, who think they will never need

it, but may be mistaken.
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mounted by a cross, and with their upon their ears in the stillness of the od home, The bell was then deposited in —that tribe which

squaws and little ones singing a hymn, morning and the calmness of the forest

imitation of the women who animated the fear and wonder. Perhaps, even in the lage.

Arriving at Fort Chambly, where was dians with an amused twinkle in their

ing the forces, and with that perseverance of that sunny France where they too first
peculiar to their character they followed heard the tolling of the church bells. But
in the rear, in silence, till they reached soon the Indians took their treasure down

Lake Champlain, where the army had been from the belfry, and with much care and

ordered to rendezvous. This lake being tenderness they attached it to a pole in
frozen and less covered with snow than tuch a way that four men could carry it,
the shores, was the most convenient route and in this way was it borne off by these
for the French army, which suffered dread- children of the forest, who gloried in the

with admiration the cheerfulness with spoke with such a voice of power, and in
which the Indians glided over the yield- the thunder tones of which they fancied
ing surface of the snow on their snowshoes. they heard the Deity talk to them.
The quiet endurance of Father Nicholas’ Finding their cherished treasure too |
proselytes, whose one thought was the grim heavy to be borne such a long distance of
determination to rescue their bell, form- the rugged homeward route, they buried
ed a striking contrast to the impatience it in the ground at a point on the lake,
of the French soldiers, who had no such and left it there with many benedictions
religious motive to sustain their en- from Father Nicholas, until they could
thusiasm. transport it with more convenience,

After great hardships and intense suf- There it lay in its long sleep, while the
fering, having covered about 300 miles, women and children of the villdge were
the footsore and wearied expedition ar- being told its wondrous qualities, till
rived within two miles of Deerfield with- early in the spring, as soon as the ice| Regis state that a bell was in the church

|

awoke in the Iroquois breast that terri- ;out being discovered, on 20th, Feb., 1704. had disappeared and the buds on the

|

there at a very early period. ble war spirit, and brought them to turn | their prostrate heads will
But these traditions fade quickly and be-

|

toward the midnight fray and the tree to huts. Our door-lintels we shall
come distorted among a people who rte-

|

tree battle, that superior intelligence with the blood of our prisoners

De Rouville here ordered his men to trees began to peep slyly out, loading the
rest, and refresh themselves for a short air with their fragrance, a number of the
time, and with that strategy which form- tribe went with a yoke of oxen to bring
ed one of the principal features in the home this most curious object.

the arts of peace, and the successful cul-
guerilla warfare of these days, gave What a subject for the artist would IROQUOIS CONQUESTS. p
orders that in advancing to the assault that have been, when in the dusk of even-
his troops should make frequent pauses, ing there was assembled on the river

imitate the noise made in the forest by in thoughtful discourse, and the younger
the irregular blowing of the wind among generation who awaited in religious awe
the ice-laden branches. This was done the coming of the wonder.
to deceive the inhabitants and the garri- | Far off in the stillness of the forest was |

 
son, so that the crushing of the surface heard a feeble sound of such a peculiar | those that
of the frozen snow under foot might not nature that it could not be associated
betray their approach. The attack occur- in the minds of the listening group with |
red in the night, and after a desperato
combat the town was captured and the scen or heard before, Louder and stronger |
inhabitants with the garrison slain or dis- it grew, from the first musical tinkle to
persed.

At daybreak the Indians sought Father tone, re-echoing through those woods which
Nicholas, and begged to be led to the had never before thrilled to such a sound.
bell, that they might by their homage With what fear and wonder it must have
prove their veneration for it. At this inspired this tawny race, which only a
the French soldiers laughed long and loud, few years before had been rescued from
but the priest, much affected by what he their pagan superstitions. At last the
knew to be in the hearts of his prose- ery arose: “It is the belll It is the |
lytes. obtained permission from the French bell!”
commander to send one of the soldiers Then, emerging from the skirt of the
to ring this bell which had cost so much
suffering and bloodshed, in the hearing of ing between them the precious burden on
the Indians. Clear and far did its notes a pole. They had hung around it clusters
float out over that scene of carnage and
desolation—the funeral knell of those whom even the oxen were adorned in like man.but a day before it had called to prayer ner. Father Nicholas, marching at the
with its brazen tongue.
But to the savages, who had so long

thirsted for the welcome sound,

record the great days of

|

quered the more advanced race.
Greece and Rome; or the triumphs of
Alaric and his horde of barbarians. It

anything that in their experience had been will have its Indian Romulus

: remains, the smaller of the two at Caugh-
de Rouville’s army of French soldiers, cyes, the solemn notes in this far off | nawaga, while others claim that it

they marched at the very hour of join- frozen land may have awakened memories ceived its popular title of (“The bell of; These Neutrals formed the earliest his- qguois, the Todomans, had harried the Sou-

Indians were said to have been so jeal- tribe, that by mutual consent they drop-
fully from cold and fatigue, and regarded . deliverance of this wondrous thing that ous lest some part of it should be ab-

stracted that they appointed some of their tory of the Neutrals, and met on terms
number to watch the operation and see of apparent amity. we

that it was all remclted. The present bell| In 1626 the word of Chief Souharissen show the Vemperament of these à b anguish of failure in their hearts. we should not forget that they are ink
| which hangs in the belfry of the massive was law in the twenty-eight considerable at once poetic, nobly martial, and brut-

found about 1838 in an old English publi- tribes, and in a day could put on the var
cation, and was regarded by the priest of path several thousand braves, armed wit . )

the mission of that time as, in the main war club, javelin and bow and arrow. | Stream, and the torrent leaps; take wit- 5 present. ago ¢
points, reliable. ressani, scarred with firebrand and knife; Who have enter e lealCaughnawaga the tradition exists to this THE WAR SPIRIT. are every one ready to encounter our foes. )

cord them only in their memories.

But when the history of that once
powerful and warlike race is written,

|

ancient homestead, these Algonquins look-and then rush forward with rapidity, to bank the old men and women of the tribe

|

whose subdued
hdreams away its peaceful and harmless

|

quois, who had nick-named them ‘bark. | Such were th The last council meeting of theold age at St. Regis, Caughnawaga and eaters,” from their poverty and improvi- conquered the Algom nyNS DOM OF BREBEUF.Orondarz. the pages will be found as full

|

dence; and as in most other cases in his- torch and tomahawk over the faceToki

whole western peninsula.

| forefathers of those wh

of martial fire and poetic fancy as are |tory,

its Anthonys, its Cicero, and its Socrates.

Daillon, steadily glares with a baleful tide of its glittering waters,
warriors of Godfrey de Bouillon in, those hearts of the scoffing French soldiers, who! In due time it was raised to its place light through the ‘Relations of the Jesu-
earlier days of the first Crusades. looked upon the expressions of these In- |in the belfry, where some assert it still

re- invasion of 1650-1.”

lay between the Hurons of Georgian Bay, Gaspe; and now this wheel within wheel rals again the fearless Brebeuf, great of character shines out bright and cles
About 56 years ago a bell belonging to and the Iroquois of New York State. For of fate brought their descendants back beart and strong of faith, “the Ajax of

sessions.
ped their differences while on the terri-

; * ; ; ; ‘ally terrible: ; A ; Lay i

probablycontains hesame ite 866, thetorsion ofa bemation Heveel “Oh, places where the sun floods with oi surrounded by peril on all sides, found- realize Brant’s dream of a civilize, pr
: ’ i1o

|

his light, and the moon ; ;; s hostile | ght, m hThe substance of the above legend was made successful war on seventeen hostile her paly torch; places where verdure waves agazine, hospital, and convent,” and be

 

in the breeze, where

MEN : WHO : CANNOT

wooded islands and shores with their teem- wild ideas, telling them that this man

its,’ and then, with appalling suddenness, ing life of forest and stream had never, without fear was a wizard who ‘would
is forever extinguished by the Iroquois even in the lapse of years, been forgotten.

Ages before this the forbears of the Iro- their ruin, he was one day felled to the

St. Regis” from the fact that it was car- | torical inhabitants of the central and riquois, or Micmac branch of the Algon- and continually ill-used till sent for from
ried thither when that village was formed southern portions of the great peninsula

by Father Gordon from part of the Caugh- of western Ontario; and their territory Lawrence from Stadacona (Quebec)
nawaga residents.

quins, ‘which held the shores of the St. |the Huron mission.

the church at St. Regis was broken up | many years these last two deadly enemies to prey upon those of the same hated | the Missions.”
at Ogdensburgh for re-casting, and the stood in such awe of this formidable race who had divested them of their pos- Chaumonot the

WAR SONG.

A war song, quoted from Garneau, will

illumines

runs the

savages,

with
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LIFE AND ENDOWMENT INSURANCE |

   

=|== OF HARTFORD] |
|

I BUSINESS MEN, who know that a business very

profitable to run is often worthless to liquidate, and

almost always embarrassed by an owner's death ; and

want their families to have funds to keep it going, or

to live while it is in shoal water.

ALL MEN, because life and fortune are alike uncertain,

 

and premature death or business failure or trustees’

embezzlement or failure of investments may leave

their dependent ones penniless : and because insur-

ance is the only means by which enough money to

keep one's family in comfort, exempt from the

chances of business or attachment by creditors,

can be zmimediately secured to them.

THE TRAVELERS INSURANCECOMPANY
Will furnish, on application, a specimen policy, made out at your present age, with extended term insurance, paid up and

cash values endorsed thereon. This you can examine at leisure and so learn what the

Company really and definitely promises to do for you.

Assets $16,014,129.24 ; Surplus $2,206,616.66.

FRANK F. PARKINS, Chief Agent.
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ka-na-we-dah; and to that constitution
its who filled the minds of the Neutrals with and the phenomenal efficiency of he

military organization among a wanderir:
and disunited people must be attribute:

; breathe a pestilence into the air and cause their numberless conquests over other 1

tions. ;
The virtues and physical gifts of

savage were possessed by the Iroquoish
a greater degree than by any other of t
Indian tribes, and one good point in their

‘edérth by a blow from a stalwart savage,

to | Fourteen years later came to the Neut-

; against the background of their barbare
He was accompanied by cruelty—their record for fidelity to fries
Jesuit, and for four |unsustained by treachery. ;

| months they trod through the tiger’s' And if in losing their ferocity by
i lair, undeterred by insult and ill-usage, tact with the white man and assimilati®
and through the terrible cold of an un- | with civilized races, they have also acqu

usually severe winter, returning withthe ed some of his insincerity, and his sk®

At Sainte Marie, the Jesuit missionar- ‘transition stage only, and will sometiré

ed a central station ‘to serve as a fort,

|

perous, and influential people.

limpid |* PaSe of operations for the peninsula. ASSIMILATION.
Here, “according to Parkman, might be mari

seen Ragueneau, the Father Superior;| Even in the present age there arAmong the Indians of ;ness, oh earth, and ye heavens, that we

*

which had hitherto found its expression in

From the Adirondack Mountains, their |

 and  civilized  remnant |ed down in envy upon the prosperous Iro- heaven.’

it was the barbarians which con-

Swooping down upon the then peaceful
Iroquois, they divested them of their rich etitio restorati

, its Caesars, ! lands, and the forests bordering their | ponton à oration

noble stream, driving them up the Iroquois

| meeting three weeks a

jand when life has fled their

Such were the
o held that little

go at St. Regis to

|

cut awa i
to the 5

of those privileges

|

bis Sey,wd a heated iron thrust down country was parcelled out to VI
' which they were wont to enforce as the

: » . *
f i i

r Aye, and it will bave its Brutus and its

|

(now Richelieu) River, till they found a fee lords of the soil, in thesethe metallic clang and the nearer thunder

|

Cassius too.
] “of RO

From that early day when new home in the Mohawk Valley. (Of war and extermination.
the Iroquois were routed by the Algon-
quins and bereft of the shores of their
much loved St. Lawrence, where Cartier
found them, a peaceful race devoting their

|

old home on the St. Lawrence; and deep
efforts and their intelligence to the plant- iin their hearts was born a terrible desire

;ing of corn, fishing, and road-making, down for vengeance.
ito the time when Brant with his fierce |
; warriors fought shoulder to shoulder with with that other branch of their race on
the British against the American colonies, the Ottawa River, and these combinedforest, was seen a group of Indians bear- the record has been an almost uninter-

tions which have crossed the path of the
of wildflowers and garlands of leaves, and Confederacy. Verily, “The Tree of the

Great Peace’ grew thorns in abundance,
for its enemies, and, like the deadly night-

head of the column with proud step and shade, it exhaled a pestilential
swelling heart, was received as triumph. which exterminated them. Gone are the

it fell i antly as was ever conquering hero welcom- : Hurons, the Algonguins, and the Neutrals

in their hearts, and the current of their
thoughts flowed ever downwards to their 
The victorious Algonquins in time fused

formed with the Hurons, the staunch al-

It was on one of the combined French

French the deadly. enmity of the Iroquois,| rissen,
vapor who ever after remained their bitter and ' fearless

relentless foes.
This was in 1609, when the Iroquois of ever dared

to carve the first pathwa
of savage life, and creatrupted chain of conquests over other na- lies of the French in Canada. the thir edge of the wedge

. Among these heroes of +and Algonquin forays into the Mohawk was Friar Daillon, who,
; territory that Champlain incurred for the entered the realm of the

But the thorn of exile forever rankled MISSIONARY HEROISM.
In this Iroquois Terror died many of Minch whose lion heart knew notthe heroic missionaries of the times ;

with a self-devotion which can never be fron Jurigedat his putstrips of flesh, sufficiently appreciated by Canadians of his heart out ; Scalped him, and

ages fred pad sacrificed all the advan-| Such was. the stuff from which thir bi ucation, and attain-

|

mises ; 1C esements had given them in the Old on. missionaries were made, and such was the

to enter that territo

mutilated ; = hich petframes, we shall burn them up and sont. der frame and delicate features; and these much more sluggish current WHS! ti
ter their ashes to the four winds of

early days

|

water poured

who

y into the wilds
an opening for
of civilization.
he early days

in 1626,
terrible

and unarmed and un
ly through the villages

Neutrals, the first white man

bold]
we iSouka.

|

SOURCE OF IROQUOIS STRENGy, |Y the writer would bespeak 05fcattended strode
of the

|

Six Nations ma
who had

|

sound constitution od wave avepe | customs.Ty, at the

|

held together thr

d profession
Shi

Chabonel, once a professor of rhetoric in| and are conspicuous among their"* ’ rhetoric in à Pp ! 1day, and the oldest residents of St.| But it was the Algonquins who first > The war clubs we snatch France; the fanatical Chaumonot, and the brethern for all that is able and Le;, from enemies shall attest to our surpass- beardless Garnier, of fine sensitis a i © gressive. And if the wild strain will ©; ive natur . ; iv xing valor. The scalps that we year from whose religious ardor warmed into visible veal itself in the quick impulsive re

amen a realities the ideal forms of his worship. bronzed complexion, and aquiline a somiini Here too was Brebeuf, portly and tal], |it only gives a distinctionane fro
; A ; || with short and grizzled moustach i day be prized as a rare inherl :in captivity, as feeble in combat, we shal’ ; ustachecovering, ica; even ¥fe a . cause them to perish by slow torturingsj the firm lips of a hero. With him was the first blue blood of America

tivation of the soil. ;
« . og 0B 1

his colleague, Gabriel Lalemant, of slen- the old Castilians pride themselves 08

: orl
two were soon to seal their faith with its enfeebled tide through their 01°!
a terrible death. ized veins, Iroqu*e Troqu

sve ibis UF
; at St. Regis was retrogreseive IV 5 tiré

Brebeuf, the giant Ajax of the Mis- |but it was as pathetic in its ipstiné. gi
sions, was, after the conquest of the clinging to the memory of past E17,
Hurons, bound by the Iro
scorched from head to fo

! ts
quois to a stake,

|

and nationality as were the lasthe
ot, his lowerlip

|

the patriot Poles, when their dis opi
wiiA collar of red hot hatchets

|

nations who saw only property, PTwas the birthplace and heart of &
over his head in travesty of constituting all that the pairs coustr¥:

was also hung round his neck, and boiling

baptism.
i the sacred names of home an

But even this could not cause
Oh

him to| In conclusion, the Herald writer *
. r me

à Spasm herein express his indebtedness fo pou
of cowardice or fear, and the

Fras
Indians, |of the facts in this article ©

History of St. Lawrence a0
tore Counties, kindly loaned by MI:

Hogansburgh, N. Y., to
Documentary History, Proi. story, #
turesque Canada, Parkman's Hi Mills,

» and narrow-mind- [other authoritigs; also to Loy and *
would grudge them Hogansburg; Indian Agent ef

lest |proaching Fire,” of Onondaga“i
coming History of the Iroquois Co

fate of many of them
ed .indeed is he who
that generous meed of admirati

is;
; ation . Regis; a?hero-worship, which is one of the nobles. broaching.Fire,traits of poor human nature,

Th t . tion it deserves from all Who fas aie great Iroquois Confederacy Of the |ested in the subject of Indian and wise laws, since itough all the years of 

= Fr EEEI

‘‘glimmers through the Mohawk valley were making determin- boundaries of which even the lion-hearted their warlike existence these races of
the church, and the strange and musical ; Champlain's narrative of 1615, flashes ed efforts to regain their ancient control Champlain turned back in fear. former enemies bound by the ties of De

which the priest had chosen for them, in like an oracle, and they were filled with | metal examined by every one in the vil- out ten years later in the letter of Friar of the St. Lawrence; for the majestic But owing to the craft of the Hurons,


