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Brome County Community Billboard

Thursday, November 1

The Mansonville Public Libra-
ry's Giant Book Sale starts today
and continues all week during re-
gular library hours. Don't miss
this chance to pick up your winter
reading material. For information
call 292-3948.

The Sutton U.C.W. are holding
their Fall Rummage Sale between
4and9. Sale continues Friday from
10 to 5 and Saturday morning from
9 to noon. Donations will be grate-
fully accepted today, starting at 10.

Friday, November 2

The Friendly Society Rummage
Sale will be held at Trinity Angli-
can Church Hall, 409 South St., Ce-
wansville, from 10 till 4. Sale conti-
nues Saturday from 10 till 1.

The Really Useful Craft Compa-
ny will be holding a Christmas
Craft show and sale presenting the
creations of 55 regional artists. The
show will be held at the Chateau
Bromont, 90 Stanstead St. in Bro-
mont. Admission is $2 for adults;
children under 12 are admitted
free. Show continues on Sunday.

There will be a Christmas Tea
and Sales Table from 2 to 4 in the
Brome Hall. Come and bring a
friend.

Saturday, November 3

The Royal Canadian Legion on
Curley Street in Sutton will hold a
Haloween Dance with the Mosqui-
ta Bay Band. Door prizes and cos-
tume prizes will be awarded
throughout the evening, starting at
9:00. Admission is $3. For informa-
tion call 538-3380 or 538-2210.

There will be a Christmas Tea
and Sale at St.James the Apostle
Anglican Church Hall in Stan-
bridge East from 2 to 4. Admission
charged.

Sunday, November 4

The Royal Canadian Legion, 2
Curley St., Sutton, will hold a Wes-
tern breakfast from 10to 1.

Monday, November 5

The Yamaska Valley Branch of
the Canadian Club will hold its next
meeting at 2 at Le Chéateau Bro-
mont, 90 Stanstead St. Guest spea-
ker will be Transportation Consul-
tant John L. Eyre, LLB.

Wednesday, November 7

The general meeting and first
nomination for 1991 officers of the
Ladies Auxiliary of the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion Branch No. 56 will
be held at 8 in the Legion Hall, 172
Court St. in Granby.

THE NEWSPAPER:

A Family Affair

No other source of information gives your family
more. News, views, entertainment, special
features..there's something for everyone in the

the

A Christmas Tea will be held in
St.James Anglican Church Hall
from 2 till 4. Admission will be
charged.

Saturday, November 10

There will be a Christmas Craft
Sale at the Abercorn Town Hall
between 10 and 4. Sale continues
Sunday.

Wednesday November 14

A Christmas bazaar and lun-
cheon sponsored by the ladies of
St.Edouard’s Church will be held
at the Legion Hall, 383 Knowlton
Rd., from noon to 3. There will be
plenty of holiday crafts, home ba-
king and special treasures. Eve-
ryone is welcome.

Saturday, November 17

The Ladies Auxiliary of the
Royal Canadian Legion, 120 Davi-
gnon Blvd. in Cowansville will be
holding a flea market-craft and
bake sale from 10 until 3. If you
wish to rent a table, please contact
the legion at 263-3543 after 4.

Sunday, November 18

The Royal Canadian Legion in
Cowansville will hold a breakfast
from 10-1 at the legion hall, 120 Da-
vignon Blvd., Cowansville. Eve-
ryone welcome.

Sunday Nevember 25

The St.Patrick’s Society is hol-
ding an early-bird Christmas din-
ner from 2-7 at Ste.Rosa de Lima
Church hall, 605 Principale, Co-
wansville. Admission charged.
For tickets call 263-2790 or 263-3928

ARTS

November 4 to 24
Arts Sutton is holding an exhibit

of paintings by William G. Kinnis
and Helene Plourde, as well as
sculptures by Dominique Valade.
The Academy Street gallery is
open Thursday through Sunday
from 1 till 5.

Till November 4

An exhibition of works by two lo-
cal artists will be featured at the
Rose Window gallery on Lakeside
Street in Knowlton. Mary Martin of
Dunham, well known for her vivid
watercolors, will team up with
Georgeville's Virginia Cope to pre-
sent a panorama of Eastern
Townships scenes. The show opens
Saturday at 2, and runs until 5.

COMMUNITY NOTES

Volunteers needed. The Centre
d'Action bénévole, a Cowansville-
based volunteer organization, is
looking for volunteers to work on
the Centraide campaign. Volun-
teers are needed for local and re-
gional tranportation, as well as re-
ceptionists. For more information,
please call 263-3758.

Potton on the Rock: An illustra-
ted conference and display by Dr.
Gérard Leduc on recent discove-
ries in Potton, will be held Thur-
sdays Nov. 8 and Nov. 15, at 2. The
talks will take place at Auberge du

Joli Vent, 667 Bondville, Rte 215 in
Foster. Admission is $10.

The next youth forum of the Uni-
ted Church of Canada, Quebec-
Sherbrooke Presbytery will be
held in Sutton November 9, 10 and
11. As the topic for the weekend is
the environment, organizers want
to create as little garbage as pos-
sible. They need dishes and cutlery
for about 80 people. Could anyone
lend them or give them such
items? Please contact Gail Watt at
243-0708.

The school committee of Heroes
Memorial elementary school ex-
tends an invitation for families to
have a group photo taken of them-
selves. It makes for a great Chris-
tmas gift and it also helps the
school raise money. Call Susan
Burnham at 263-5671 for more in-
formation.
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MANSONVILLE — Rose Alma
Pouliot prepared lunch on October
23. The main course was macaroni
and hamburg, with Rose and the
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club supplying the ingredients.
Mary Schoolcraft made a jellied
vegetable salad. George Hamelin
made his all around favorite, john-
ny cake. Alice Drouin brought
cookies and Raymond Bedard
gave us a chocolate cake, add to
this, tea and coffee and all were
well fed and happy!

Elsie Knowlton gave a donation
towards future lunches, for which
our club is grateful.

Door prizes went to Cecile
Hamelin, Elsie Knowlton, R.A.
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Subscriptions by Carrier:

Tickets had been sold on a hand-
made quilt made by Irene Carrier
and Toni Lamothe with several
ladies in the area helping to do the
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worked on it.

500 winners: 1. Jeanne D'Arc
Carrier, 2. Bridget Aiken. 1. Jerry
Carrier, 2. Joe Drouin.

Game prizes went to Mildred {
Atyeo, Walter Smithers, Rita Mos-
| sa, Evelyn Dubuc, Mary School- |

craft, Iris Milroy, Porter and Elsie |
’ Knowlton, Dot Woodard, Irene
, Carrier and Verlie Aiken.
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10 years later: Paradis continues

By Sharon McCully

BROMONT — Some call him a
political Goliath; local supporters
have dubbed him a modern-day
David; his friends just call him
Pierre.

Four months after his 30th bir-
thday, the young Bedford lawyer
— son of a hard-working laborer —
took the bold step of entering pro-
vincial polities.

In a by-election Nov. 17, 1980,
Pierre Paradis was elected to the
National Assembly to represent
the riding of Brome Missisquoi. He
was re-elected the following April
in a general election.

It didn't take long for the young
politician and former Ottawa Uni-
versity football player to begin
emerging as a rising star of the Li-
beral party — even in opposition.

As opposition critic for finance,
and later for social affairs under
Liberal leader Claude Ryan, Para-
dis began his ascent to the top
ranks of political power in Quebec.
READY FOR LEADERSHIP

By the time Claude Ryan resi-

-

gned as Liberal leader in 1982, Pa-
radis, then 32, was ready to enter
the race for the party leadership.

A recycled Robert Bourassa who
had left politics in 1976 after being
defeated at the polls by the Parti
Québécois, would be his toughest
competition.

At the 1983 leadership conven-
tion in Quebec City, the young Bed-
ford politician was the sentimental
favorite. His earthy, passionate
address to delegates tugged at
their emotions. But not quite hard
enough to pull him ahead of front-
runner Robert Bourassa.

The Liberal Party needed a
more seasoned politician to face
off against René Lévesque in the
next general election. Mostly, they
were looking for a politician who
could restore economic confidence
to Quebec. Robert Bourassa was
considered the man for the tough
political road ahead, and he delive-
red with a Liberal victory at the
polls in December 1985.

The new premier promptly ap-
pointed Paradis Labor Minister in

the Liberal cabinet.
ESCAPED UNSCATHED

During the 30 months that follo-
wed, Paradisdemonstrated he was
capable of handling the thorny la-
bor and income security portfolio,
escaping relatively unscathed poli-
tically. Unhappy welfare reci-
pients even leveled their criticism
at Bourassa for reforms to the wel-
fare act introduced by Paradis,
calling welfare inspectors Bou-bou
macoutes.

In 1988, Paradis assumed res-
ponsibility for Municipal Affairs at
a time new powers and responsibi-
lities were being delegated to mu-
nicipalities through regional muni-
cipal councils (MRC’s).

The young politician-not yet 40
contemplated dropping out of poli-
tics prior to the last provincial
election to spend more time with
his family. The father of two young
children, Francois and Helene, Pa-
radis left the deciding vote to his
wife Anne.

Brome Missisquoi voters respon-
ded to his decision to remain in po-
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litics by returning him to the Natio-
nal Assembly with a healthy majo-
rity. A month later he was named
Environment Minister in Bouras-
sa's cabinet.

Critics say the portfolio will be a
test of his strength in cabinet.
ACCOUNTABILITY

Paradis kicked off his first year
as Environment Minister vowing
to inject accountability into Que-
bee’s haphazardly structured envi-
ronment department. He was
openly critical of top level bureau-
crats within the department and
argued publicly with the Premier
over the choice of deputy minister.

Local liberals say Paradis
prides himself in selecting loyal
and hard working people to work
for, and with him.

“He is such a hard worker, you
have to work hard too if you're
going to be around him,"” one aide
to Paradis said. “He calls before
eight in the morning and often at
eleven at night he's still at the of-
fice.”

Paradis admits most noon-hours

political climb

are spent munching a sandwich at
the corner of his desk. He stays in
shape hiking and horse-back riding
with his family on weekends.

But never on Saturday mor-
nings.

Since he entered politics, Para-
dis has reserved Saturday mor-
nings for constituents.

“It's my cardinal rule,” he says.
“Once I start making exceptions, |
will lose touch with the people who
elected me."

At a fund-raising dinner this
week to celebrate his 10 years in
politics, there remained just a hint
of the young Bedford lawyer who
went Quebec 10 years ago to repre-
sent Brome Missisquoi. Party sup-
porters saw instead a powerful ca-
binet minister who has proved he
can deliver the goods-most of the
time.

And at a time when world focus is
on the environment, Pierre Para-
dis not only represents the inte-
rests of this riding, the whole pro-
vince will be watching his perfor-
mance.




B4—The RECORD—Thursday. November 1, 1990

Porner
DEBBIE POWELL

Tél.: (514) 243-0088
Fax: (514) 243-5155

Produits
Petroliers

LAVIGNE

227 Knowlton Rd.
Knowiton

Tel: 514-242-1122

SALON DE LA MODE

512 Ch. Knowlton Rd
Knowlton — Tel: 243-0858

Coiffeuse Unisexe Hairstyling

Open Tuesday to Saturdoy

Danielle Ranger

Desourdy Wilson Funeral Homes of Cowansville,
Knowlton, Sutton and Mansonville assign a certain
amount after each funeral to The Brome Missisquoi
Perkins hospital for contribution to the hospital
equipment fund. Here directors of the company pre-

sents a first cheque for $500 to the hospital. From left
to right are Desourdy Wilson general manager Mi-
chel Bellehumeur, president Donald Bellehumeur,
BMP general manager Mario Cyr and Desourdy Wil-
son VP Suzette Bellehumeur.

Centraide sets goal of $5,500

Centraide has launched its cam-
paign for funds in the Brome Lake
area with a letter campaign solici-

ville-Frelighsburg-Knowlton area

received $59,000 from Centraide.

Camp Garagona, a summer

Hairstylists: Joanne Bailey, Prop. &

Ralt Bushenbaum

mm

R.R. 3, Mansonville, P.Q. JOE 1X0
Phone: 292-5835
Fax: 292-3797

SPECIALIZING:

COMPUTERIZED BOOKKEEPING & PAYROLL
CORPORATE & INDIVIDUAL TAXATION
SMALL BUSINESS CONSULTING

ting donations. camp for the handicapped in Fre-
lighsburg, the association for the
physically handicapped in Co-
wansville, and the Cowansville wo-
men's center were among the ben-

This year'sobjective in the Town
of Brome Lake is $5,500. Last year
the organizations in the Cowans-

ficiaries.

Atotal of 49 organizations in Cen-
traide's Richelieu Yamaska re-
gion received funds from the um-
brella organization in 1990. The re-
gional objective is to raise $930,000
for the 35 year old group.

BROMONT DISTRICT #1
C
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->0-0Z>0

PAUL PHANEUF

Municipal Election Municipale

Le 4 novembre, votez
On November 4th, Vote

PAUL PHANEUF [ X |

authonizad and paid for by Paul Phaneuf

East Farnham United Church
Women hold regular meeting

EAST FARNHAM — The United
Church Women met at the home of
Jessie Horner on October 18 at 2
p.m. with eleven members pre-
sent. The President Rose Monteith
welcomed all the members with a
special welcome to Edith Shufelt
who had been absent for many
meetings. The Purpose was repe-
ated in unison.

Devotions were in charge of June
Royea, the meditation topic,
“Thankfulness.” Bernice Thomas
read from Ephesians 5: verses 11-
20. One hymn was sung “What a
Friend we have in Jesus”. June led
in prayer followed with the Lord's
Prayer.

The minutes of the last meeting
were read, approved and duly
signed by the President.

The secretary read a letter from
the Francis Sandy Training Centre
requesting a donation which will be
sent.

Correspondence Secretary —
Lela Shufelt reported she had sent
a thank you to the Municipality for
the use of hall to serve lunch after
Mrs. White's funeral. She had also
made posters for Christmas Tea to
be held November 10 from 2-4 p.m.
at the Town Hall.

Worship — Harriet Shufelt re-

ported November 4, two Covenant
Players will be guests at Emma-
nuel. East Farnham congregation
to go to Cowansville. November 18,
Anglicans to join United Church
congregation in Cowansville

The Treasurer Edith Shufelt re-
ported a good balance in General
Fund and Memorial Fund.

The Christmas Tea was discus-
sed at length. Pricing day will be
November 9. The price of $3 will
remain for the tea. Rose will buy
the pickles. June to buy napkins
and candles, Bernice will get cof-
fee and sugar. Hope to get milk
from Steingrubers.

The President reported Tammy
Gingras (Rowse has a baby girl
borntoday, October 18, 81bs. and 11
oz. Baby's name to be Celina Mae.

The next meeting to be held on
November 14 at Beverley Bauer's.
Devotions in charge of Bernice
Thomas.

As there was no further business
the meeting was closed with the
Mizpah Benediction. Sunshine and
Tea monies were collected. A deli-
cious lunch of sandwiches and cake
was served by Isabel Gagnon, Hil-
da McEwing, Mary Rowse and the
hostess. A social hour was enjoyed
by all.

Military Whist
card party held

FOSTER — A very successful
Military Whist card party was held
at St. James Church Hall on Octo-
ber 20 with eleven tables in play
and convened by Doreen Gibbs.

Firt prize table winners: Gerald
and Elsie Royea of Knowlton, Bar-
bara Trembley and Mrs. Schneid-
er of Bondville,

Second prize table winners:
Raymond and Ola Streeter, Ma-
rion Moffatt and Valentine Vintin-
ner all of Waterloo.

The consolation prize table went
to Lawrence and Ethel Marsh and
Adrian and Muriel Whitehead.

Door prizes: Elsie Royea, Beat-
rice Algers, Phoebe McBride, Loys
Heatherington, Marion Moffatt,
Barbara Trembley, Gerald Coup-
land, Doreen Gibbs, Daisy John-
ston, Muriel Coupland, Suzy Allen,
Valentine Vintinner and Mrs.
Schneider.

Tae “puff” quilt made by the
Gui d members was had as a draw-
ing with Phoebe McBride drawing
the ticket and Elsie Royea the
lucky winner.

The Evening Guild wishes to
thank all those who helped in any
way to make our card party so suc-
cessful.

Hope to see you all back in the
spring!




By Sharon McCully

BROMONT — Sofie is only three
years old and has already left a
mark on the community.

Sofie is the Townships Corpora-
tion for Industrial Training, or in
French, from which the acronym
is derived, Société de Formation
Industrielle de L’Estrie Inc.

Sofie is a coalition of education,
industrial, and government par-
tners, all working towards the sme
objective: the training of indivi-
duals for the labor market.

“The training in new technolo-
gies has become the rule rather
than the exception“commented
Pierre Bisaillon, president of Sofie
and plant manager of Canadian
General Electric in Bromont.

“The characteristics required in
modern indusrty must be backed
up by custom tailored training pro-
grams,"he added.

Enter school boards.

TURNED T0 SCHOOLS

School boards are in the business
of educating, but it is only recently
that industry has turned to school
boards for the training of adults
already employed.

Jean McMaster, president of So-
fie's advisory board says thereis a
correlation between institutional
training and industrial perfor-
mance.

Citing Japan as an industrial lea-
der, McMaster says schooling may
be a key factor in that success.

“In Japan, 99.7 percent of the po-
pulation has the ability to read, in
the United States, it is 80 per cent,
and 76 per cent in Canada,”
McMaster said.

“A Japanese student spends 57
percent more time in class than a
Canadian student,” he added.

Last year, in co-operation with
the District of Bedford School
Board and the Davignon Board, So-
fie trained 1790 people, 1648 of
whom were already employed. A
further 142 people were trained to
fill a manpower shortage in the la-
bor force.

TOOLS AND SKILLS

“With free trade and increased
competition, industry must pro-
vide its workers with the tools and
skills to be competitive,” Bisaillon
said.

“We have to equip the labor force
with the latest technology if we are
to survive,” he said.

School boards obtained permis-
sion from the Education ministry
last year to provide a diploma pro-
gram in machine tooling and in-
dustrial mechanics following re-
quests from local industries for
trained workers in the field.

The federal government has fun-
ded the training center to the tune
of $2.3 million over the last three
years. And to make sure they were
getting bang for their buck, the go-
vernment hired investment
consultants to do an independent
evaluation of the program and to

monitor its compliance with the |

contract.

In his annual report,consultant
Peter Giddings concluded the go-
vernment has made a sound inves-
tment.

Although the actual training pro-
vided in the first year of the project

was 45 per cent less than expected,
Giddings said this was due to an
underestimation in the time it
would take to organize.

By vear two, the program was

l 4

5

A ————

nearly on line with its projected
number of training hours and by
the third year of operation, Sofie
had surpassed even its own projec-
tions by 22 per cent,
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Sofie leaves her mark on Eastern Townships

“Sofie has done an excellent job
in fulfilling its mandate, and has
made an important contribution to
the economic growth and prosperi-
ty of the region,” Giddings

concluded

“As a result of these training pro-
grams, there are increased oppor-
tunities for higher paid em-
ploymen."”

NOTICE TO THE CITIZENS OF

MARCEL GUILLEMETTE

Resident Of Waterloo
For Past 20 Years

%

2-

Waterloo Municipal
Election 1990
DATE: Sun. Nov. 4th, 1990 3-
PLACE: CITY HALL
417 De Lo Cour
Waterloo
TIME: 9am.to 7 pm.
TRANSPORTATION: We may
take you fo vote according to
your availability. Call us at:
539-4723

outhorized and pod for by morcel guillemetie

WATERLOO

Very Well Known In His Town

MARCEL GUILLEMETTE

Is Your

CANDIDATE FOR SEAT #4
OF THE NORTH WARD

HIS STRENGTHS

Initiative, Tenacity, Honesty.
HIS EXPERIENCE

Construction (plumbing & heating)
Municipal Finance (S.EW.)
Real Estate Owner

Social (Chamber of Commerce)
HIS INTERESTS

Short Term:

Commercial

Industrial

Hostelry

Residential

Medium Term:

Environment

Mobility of Citizen

. f-f%/(/%«/e"a

Ca2 0 - cnagp _
.{ ewx/g 22227

3487 route PRINCIPALE
DUNHAM QUEBEC
JOE IMO

(514) 205-3356

Prop. «

Ouvert jeudi au
dimanche exclusivement

12:00 a 18:00 hres
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Mayor Decelles promises to make business a priority

By Sharon McCully

KNOWLTON — Three years into
it's mandate, the Town of Brome
Lake council has identified econo-
mic development as a priority

“This is the first time that people
have indicated that this was a prio
rity,” Mayor Gilles Decelles told a
group of 75 business leaders at a
consultation on the subject in
Bondville Tuesday

Decelles said there have been
mixed messages circulating in and
around town about the state of eco-
nomic activity.

Businessman Chris Severs,
chairman of the newly formed
Knowlton business association
which represents 30 of the town's 85
businesses, speculated the same
number of dollars are being spent
by consumers in town these days,
but the wealth is being spread
more thinly among more and more
merchants.

“Maybe the supply exceeded the
demand when a lot of people came
here believing Knowlton was the
place to start a business and make
money,” Severs said.

Jacques Daoust agreed. “We
don't have enough traffic coming
into the town,” Daoust said.

Gerry Wood, owner of the Knowl-
ton Pub, said some businesses in-
vested heavily anticipating a spin-
off from Bromont's industrial
boom. “It never happened,” Wood
said.

Most retailers agreed they rely

N e

“THE BROKERS”

“SKITS-0-PHRENIA”

largely on weekend traffic from
Montreal to survive. This creates
the problem of inconsistent store
hours during the week

Many complained some shops
only open three days a week when
others were struggling to sell the
town as being open seven days a
week

Businesses which have existed in
Town of Brome Lake prior to the
growth spurt of five years ago, say
they aren’t affected by the same
trends as the newcomers.

“Business is good for me because
I depend on both the local and the
tourist trade,” said a businessman
who has been in the town for 17
years.

Others in trendy and specialty
shops complain even when tourists
do come, they browse but don't
buy. When the tourists do buy, they
buy small ticket items such as
candle or hand-painted cards.

“Some of them even leave their
purses in the car,” a boutique
owner said.

Real estate broker Lois Harda-
cher said the town has to diversify
if it is to survive when the retail
sector is in a slump.

“What happens when the day-
trippers stop coming?” Hardacher
asked. “What else is there?”

Merchants concluded that eco-
nomic activity was on a downward
curve, but there may never have
been enough business to sustain
the sudden rise in the number of

NEW

IMPROVU
COMEDY

Friday - Saturday
November 2, 3/90
Starting at 8:00 p.m.

Plus presenting
to you exerpts
from the popular Comedy

You will like the way they improvise in
the scenes, with participation of the

(ulles Decelles mixed messages

retailers in the first place.

Shop-keepers cited information
and identification of resources as a
priority if ever they are to stimu-
late businessas in town.

“It'sembarrassing when visitors
ask if Mill Pond is Brome Lake,”
Debbie Hornig said. “Or when they
ask how to get to Knowlton when
they're already here. We sell
Knowlton as the place to come, yet
the exits from the autoroute say
Ville de Lac Brome. People don't
even know they're here.”

Notary Louis Codére drew ap-
plause for his suggestion that

o ﬁévond Air Tight...

Alan Gauthier...
cult

Knowlton has to change it's image
from a through-way to a destina-
tion.

To accomplish that goal, au-
bérge owner Michel Gabareau
says the town should look at a re-
gionally co-ordinated plan to draw
tourists to the area and keep them
here overnight.

“Tourism, like any other indus-
try, requires professionals to run
it,” Gabareau said. “We need pro-
fessional people to co-ordinate and
package the region and sell it.”

One suggestion was to install a
billboard in a central location outli-

concensus diffi-
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40% more efficient

less than 10 grams

YOURSELF AND LAUGH
WITH THIS GROUP OF

oudience.

COME AND AMUSE

COMEDIANS

Rte 139, West Brcme

263-3294 =

of smoke per hour

® Clean Glass...
enjoyment of the
fire at peak efficiency

Stove &
Garden

591 KNOWLTON RD.,
KNOWLTON, QUE. 243-5161

Mombre do
Master
Certified
Sohd Fue!
Technician

“aur compusnaie ¥

Jerry Wood... boom never hap-
pened

ning the facilities in the town —
complete with directions and perti-
nent information. The billboard
idea is presently on town council's
agenda. When council unravels
some red tape there should be
some action on it, Decelles said.

The mayor had asked the busi-
ness community where members
thought money should be invested
to strengthen the business sector —
if there was an unlimited budget to
do it.

The meeting highlighted a num-
ber of suggestions, among them to
provide information and identifi-
cation of available resources, to
improve infra-structures and to es-
tablish a welcoming environment.

Chris Severs submitted a formal
proposal from the business asso-
ciation asking the town to match
dollars for a series of advertise-
ments to market the town during
special events.

Alan Gauthier, who has led seve-
ral defunct business groups in the
town, noted there has always been
difficulty in reaching consensus
among merchantson the needs and
priorities

“We haven't reached the level of
maturity where we can think col-
lectively,” Gauthier said.

Merchants may not be raking in
the dough in these hard economic
times, but they have had a major
impacton the economy of the town.

“We have provided significant
employment,” Severs said, “and
these entry-level jobs fill an impor-
tant niche in the community.”

The designer boutiques and spe-
ciality shops that attract people to
the town have also encouraged
some to stay.

“Some people came to Knowlton
to shop and see the town and fell in
love with it,"” Debbie Hornig said.
““They've bought houses here, put
their kids in our scools, use our ser-
vices and pay taxes here.”

Cam Brown summarized that
the best thing town council can do
to encourage merchants is to pro-
vide a positive, welcoming envi
ronment for visitors coming to the
town, “then leave the merchants to

take care of business."”




By Gil Smith

WEST BOLTON — Local rate-
payers, already reeling from
school tax hikes of over 200 per
cent, won't be burdened with the
additional cost of a new town hall
building. At least not this year.

The Town Hall Planning
Committee told council that now
was not an appropriate time to
spend money for a site.

Committee Lorne Argue said the
only way to pay the estimated
$90.000 for the new guarters would
be via a special municipal tax on
residents, and this wasn’t the right
time to do it.

“There are forecasts of a deepe-
ning recession as well as a possible
rise in inflation,” he said. “And the
Goods and Services Tax also has to
be considered. It's not a good time
to increase tax burdens at the local
level."

Argue, who noted that his own
municipal school taxes had increa-
sed by 226 per cent this year, said
his committee was reluctant to add
further financial woes to local hou-
seholds.

BORROW MONEY

“To raise capital for a new town
hall building and the land to go with
it, the council would've had to bor-
row money. That in turn would've
had to be repaid by levying a spe-
cial assessment tax,” he said in an
interview from his home.

The planning committee, which
also included mayor Fred Lahue
and councillors Bob Quilliams and
Stan Horne, considered several op-
tions regarding a new site. Princi-
pal among them was the purchase
of 1.7 acres of land on Route 243-
south. reportedly on the Bolton
Pass section of the municipality. It
planned to erect a 41' x 25’ prefab
building there, with an 8’ base-
ment. Adequate septic tank facili-
ties would’ve also been installed,
together with a well. $90,000 was
the estimated price tag.

“It would’ve suitable accommo-
dated us and fulfilled our needs,”
Argue said at a recent town mee-
ting. “But several factors worked
against it."”

LOT TOO SMALL

The proposed new acreage was
considerably less than the one hec-
tare (approcimately 2.5 acres) the
municipality requires anyone to
build on. To go ahead which such a
plan would’ve been to risk the
wrath of many town residents. Es-
pecially those who've had pro-
blems with council in developing
their own building lots.

“They have one set of rules for
themselves and another for the
rest of us.” remarked one critic,
ignoring the possibility that muni-
cipal building and land matters
may be exempt from the general
rules.

Argue said the town could’ve le-
gitimately carried out its building
planon the 1.7 acre lot, butdecided
not to in the interests of maintai-
ning good public relations.

“The property we were looking
at had acquired rights,” he said
“But we wanted to set a good
example, so we didn't push the
matter.

“We 're asking people to abide by
our laws,” he added. “We want to
abide by them too."

Argue went on to say the Quebec
government had been contacted
for funds to help out with the costs
of the proposed new location. But
they had refused to help pick up the
tab

“They turned us down flat!” he
said.

Argue added that government
sources stated there was no money
in provincial coffers for things like
town halls. The municipality recei-
ved a $5000 provincial grant for re-
novation of the ancient existing fa-
cility in 1989.

The matter of improving or re-
placing the present site has been
discussed for years.

Town meetings are regularly
held in a small, outmoded one-
room structure that was once was
the village school house. It is old
enough to have been declared an
historical site. It is also inadequa-
tely heated in winter and has no
toilet facilities.

Last year council budgeted $5000
for renovations to the old building,
and the government kicked in a si-
milar amount. It was eventually
determined that about $50,000
would’ve been needed to get proper
accommodation. That involved
erecting an entirely new structure,
when it was found that fixing up the
present building was impractical.
WASN'T WORTH IT

“We asked several contractors
for estimates on repairs to the old
premises, but it would've cost too
much money,"” councillor René Hé-
bert said at the time. “It wasn't
worth doing.”

Argue’'s planning committee
concurred, and subsequently deci-
ded against a proposed 10’ x 33’ ad-
dition to the old structure as well.
The extension would've been too
small to justify its cost, the
committee said.

Further, the building itself nee-
ded better insulation, new siding,
and a new roof. The renovation
idea was therefore scrapped and a
brand new site considered.

But annutcry from those interes-
ted in preserving historical land-
marks soon made the town fathers
aware of the necessity of preser-
ving the former school house
Whether or not it was going to be
used.

“We won't be tearing it down.”
mayor Lahue conceded in answe-
ring historians’ concerns about the |
antiquated structure. “Rather,
we'll leave it standing as is. That
means we'll have the expense of
maintaining it. But we want to pre-
serve it."

Argue’'s committee originally
tried to acquire land adjacent to
the present site on Town Hall
Road, on which to erect a new buil-
ding. They were particularly keen
on a parcel of land roughly borde-
ring the current location, and
which they hoped would be donated
to the municipality by absentee
owners who reside in Germany.
That plan didn't work out, and the
target was shifted to the proposed
acreage on Route 243-south. Now
that that idea has been shelved, bu-
siness wili continue at the same old
stand on Town Hall Road
SEPERATE OFFICE

A further disadvantage of the
present site involves the maintai-

ning of a separate office in rented
guarters in a former church on
Brill Road. Such additional space
is needed to provide an office for
the town’s secretary-treasurer. as
well as storing municipal records.
The rent at that location was recen-
tly raised 20 per cent.

Argue expressed disappoint-
ment that the matter of a new town
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West Bolton: $90,000 too much for new town hall

hall couldn’t have been settled be-
fore costs made it impractical. He
didn’t blame council for the delay
but said historians’ concerns and
abandoning the old site had been a
factor

“l presented a plan vears ago
that could've been carried out for
farlessthanthe current figure," he

said. “We had an option on suitable
land then, and could’ve builton it ”

The cost climbed some 64 pe;
centin the four vears since Argue 's
original plan was presented. The
question now is, how much more
will they rise before the necessity
of obtaining a new town hall makes
a move mandatory.

2nd ANNUAL
NOVEMBER
CLEARANCE SALE

off our entire inventory of

SALE STARTS THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1st
* Please note: LL BROME'’s normal business hours
are 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. seven days a week

60%

men’s and ladies’
Designer Clothing

but for this sale only

LL BROME will stay open until 9 p.m. on
Thursday, Nov. 1st and Friday, Nov. 2nd.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

LL BROME

9] Lakeside , Knowlton, QC (514) 243-0123
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St. Aidan’s Guild meets

SUTTON JUNCTION — The
Guild of St. Aidan’s Church met in
the hall on Friday afternoon Octo-
ber 19 with six members in attend-
ance.

The meeting was opened with
prayer by the President Mrs. O.
Barrett, ‘

The minutes of the last meeting
were read by the Secretary Mrs. G
Duffin and approved. The Treasur-
er Mrs. E. Mudd reported $244.15
as proceeds from the September 29

rummage sale.

Several upcoming events in
which the Guild are participating
were discussed.

Mrs. E. Mudd will host the
November Guild at her home on
Friday afternoon, the 23rd.

The meeting closed with prayer
led by the President, following
which the rummage was prepared
for the upcoming sale.

Pot luck refreshments were then
served.

!Iwurd
Thelma Wright
Advertising Consultant

(819) 569-9525

FAX: (819) 569-3945

The view alone is worth the asking
price. Recent construction, very ea-
sy maintenance home, 2 baths, fur-
nished, applionces included. Guest
cottage or studio. Near Brome.
$135,000.

LAKE MEMPHREMAGOG:
Frontage on Sargent's Bay. Three
bedroom chalet with sandy beach.
$159,000.

KNOWLTON RESIDENTIAL
area near the schools, Brome Lake,
new recreation trail. Five be-
drooms, two full baths, fireplace.
Real value ot $149,000.

TWO HOUSES, TWO ACRES
PLUS — Excellent opportunity for
the budget-minded: one house is
already rented. Immediate occu-
pancy of three bedroom house.
Asking $89,000 with the view in-
cluded.

MOTEL UNITS AND APAR-
TMENTS combine to make a
stable revenue. Well located near
skiing and boutiques of Knowlton.
In excellent condition, perfect for
live-in owner.

QUESTIONS ABOUT GST? |
would be happy to share with you
information from recent seminars.
An automatic multiple listing ser-
vice when you list with me.

Lois Hardacker
514-243-6125 office
514-243-6087 residence
Re/Max Avant-Garde (1990)
L.H. Inc., Broker

REG GAUTHIER

S KPEALYORS

KNOWLTON

Maison d'excellente construction, secteur
paisible. 7 piéces, 3 c.c. $139,500.
(514) 242-1166 (67)
Les Immeubles REG GAUTHIER Inc.

KNOWLTON

/_,'.\I\

1% storey home located on 10,736 sq.ft. lob,
3 bedrooms, hardwood floors. $75,000.
(514) 242-1166 (67)
Les Immeubles REG GAUTHIER Inc.

COWANSVILLE

Maison 1% étage en stuc. Centre-ville, zone
commerciale. $89,500.
(514) 242-1166 (67)
Les Immeubles REG GAUTHIER Inc.

TOWN OF BROME LAKE
\ - e

R o S
o

Maison d’alu. et bois, 7% piéces avec 3 cc.
Prés de Bromont. $69,500.

(514) 242-1166 (67)
Les Immeubles REG GAUTHIER Inc.

&

Second place winners of the third Barry Elison Me-
morial car rally, Cathy Sylvain and Louise Flynn
(centre) get their trophies from organizers Kevan and
Vivian Baltley. The rally raised $1,000 for the Dix-

ville home. Coming in first were Garth and Elly
Hadlock with Norman Banks. Coming in third were
Tanny Ellson and Mrs Keith Ellson ( Barry's Mom).
The rally was held Sept. 29 at the Thirsty Boot.

Stanbridge East Women'’s Institute
holds regular meeting

The Stanbridge East Women's
Institute October meeting was held
at Wilma Goodhue's in Freligh-
sburg. Mary Boomhower, Inez
Blinn and Barbara Harvey
assisted with lunch. Only ten mem-
bers present. Some regular attend-
ing members were visiting out of
town. Vice-President Mary
Boomhower conducted the
meeting.

Motto: A song will outlive all ser-
mons in the memory. Roll Call:
Name an old song and sing or re-
cite a few lines from it.

Secretary Mary Harvey read the
minutes of September meeting.
Approved.

Treasurer Dianne Rhicard gave
her report. This led to a discussion
as to where to send cheques for

BROMO NT

DISTRICT #2
“Closer to the Peo

YOUTH AND EXPERIENCE

On November 4th, Vote

obligations and certain donations.
The amount of Pennies for
Friendship continues to be quite
good.

The secretary read a letter from
Provincial President Pearle
Yates.

Convenor reports: Agriculture
— Shirley Tait read article about
organic farming increasing in
Canada. Organic produce is now
sold in many supermarkets, alsoin
health food stores. People want it
because there is a minimal chance
of chemical exposure,

Canadian Industries — Ineg
Blinn's report entitled, "Earth
does not belong to man” a timely
subject. It contained words of
Chief Seattle, the native North
American after whom Seattle,

RICHARD LABONTE[ X

outhorized ond paid for by richard lobonké

Washington was named. Children
should be taught that the ground
beneath their feet is the ashes of
their grandfathers.

Citizenship and Legislation —
Tilda Jetten, absent.

Education and Cultural Affairs
— Flora Rhicard reported on the
application letters for Scho-
larships and how they had been
judged.

Home Economics and Health —
Wilma Goodhue discussed vari-
cose veins which many people suf-
fer from and cannot obtain much
relief from. One hint is — do not sit
with legs or ankles crossed. This
interferes with circulation.

International Affairs — June
Lamey, absent. A card received
from her in Nova Scotia, with pic-
ture and history of the "Blue Nose
II" schooner was shown and read.

A paper re World Food Day was
read. It was agreed to subscribe to
Country Women, an English maga-
zine. Mary Harvey read a letter re-
garding Indians.

Our Education and Cultural
Affairs convenor Flora Rhicard
had the program. She spoke on
archaeology with emphasis on the
tomb of King Tut, which was disco-
vered in 1922 in a valley of the
Kings of Egypt. She showed col-
ored pictures of some of the trea-
sures found in the tomb, and men-
tioned some of the local archaeolo-
gy rites including ones at Pike Riv-
er. She also gave examples of how
songs are written of special events
and how life styles are reflected in
the songs. Meeting adjourned.

The W_I. grace was repeated and
the delicious lunch and social time
were enjoyed.

Thelma Rhicard, Flora Rhicard,
lola Stote, Mary Harvey and Joyce
Creller attended the Women’s In-

stitute Rally in Magog on October
11.

—
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Local students eligible for government study grants

COWANSVILLE In an effort
o attract bright voung minds to
the disciplines of science and engi-
neering, the federal government is
offering 2.500 scholarships of $2000
each per year for up to four years

Any student who plans to enter
full time studies at a Canadian Uni
versity is eligible to participate in

the Canada Scholarships program

Scholarships are awarded to stu-
dents pursuing undergraduate de
grees in one of the following fields
Engineering, applied sciences
mathematics, physical sciences
agriculture, and biological
sciences. Half of all scholarships

are awarded to womet

The deadline for application is
June 22, 1991. School guidance
counsellors should have informa
tion on the scholarships

Brome Missisquoi MP Gabrielle
Bertrand recently contratulated 12
Canada scholarship winners from

MP urges seniors to aply for tax credits

COWANSVILLE — Seniors who
receive the old age security pen-
sion should watch the mail in the
coming weeks for a one-page tax
return being sent out by Revenue
Canada.

Brome Missisquoi MP Gabrielle
Bertrand says many seniors are
eligible for tax credits, but fail to
apply for them

The MP is urging seniors in the
riding to complete the forms and
receive the benefits they are due

“This special return requires no
calculations and will help ensure
seniors receive the benefits to
which they are entitled,” Bertrand

said in a news release

The tax credits stem from re-
bates on the federal sales tax and
will will carry over to the Goods
and Services tax.

“We will calculate the credits
pavable, send these credits
without delay, and register quali
fving individuals for the first ad-
vance quarterly payment of the
GST Credit this Decembet.” Ber-
trand said.

For individuals who are single,
widowed, separated or diorced, the
maximum federal sales tax credit
is $50 for 1987, $70 for 1988 and $100
for 1989. For married couples, the

maximum federal sales tax credit
is $100 for 1987, $140 for 1988, and
$200 for 1989. The annual amount of
the GST credit will depend on fami
ly size and income. The basic adult
credit will be $190. Single adults
will be eligible for an additional
credit of up to $100. The maximum
credit for a couple will be $380

A toll-free telephone line will
help applicants complete their re
turns.

Some 138,000 seniors will receive
the tax return from Revenue Cana
da., MP Bertrand trongly encou-
rages seniors to respond and take
advantage of the tax benefit

Brome Missisquoi: Suzanne B¢
rendsen from Farnham. in mathe
matics Richard Connor from Ma
gog, in physical science Eric Cou
ture from St. Ignace de Stax
bridge, in physical science Julic
Filion from Magog, inchemical en
gineering Annie Fontaine from
Magog, in mechanical engineering
Sylvain Fournier from Ste. Sabine,

in engineering Roselyn Gagno
from Ste. Sabine 1n biologic

science Christian Gaouette fron
Magog. in engineering Nancy
Houle from Farnham, in engine

ring Martine Mainville from Fai
nham, in mathematics Juli«
McDuff from Mansonville, in eco
logy Yves Racine from Farnhan
in electrical engineering

Creek United Church Women’s

FOSTER — The October meet-
ing of the Creek United Church
Women was held Thursday morn-
ing, October 18 in the church hall
with ten ladies present. One of the
ladies, Margaret Steptall was
attending for the first time and was
given a sincere, warm welcome.

The meeting was opened by the
president, Connie Smith at approx-
imately 9:45 a.m., in the usual
manner, followed by the reading of
the minutes of the September 19
meeting by the recording secret-
ary, Alice Whitcher.

The devotional chosen by Connie
Smith was taken from a book giv-
ing information on well-loved
hymns. It was entitled “The Story
Wanted, the Story Told,” and was
about the hymn “Tell Me The Old,
Old Story” composed by Katherine
Hankey. The scripture passage
was Matthew 28: 1-20.

Jean Webster, program con-
venor suggested each tell of a per-
son or persons, incident or event,
etc. which was an influence in our
lives. This was very interesting
and showed how God works with
individuals... each one through
different experiences yet always
with great love and tender care;
often using people to carry out His
plans in that individual's life. Jean
closed this part of the meeting with
a prayer.

Correspondence consisted of two
letters and an advertisement
brochure,

The Treasurer's report included
several receipts since the last
meeting and some expenses;

“Gormvom s the narme grvon by the CSST 10 its mascot,
the Hitthe yeliow hand whose b (4 10 wam all Quebecery
10 prevent work related accwdents and diseases

however, the to-date balances
were still very satisfactory.

The Creek Church stewards, at
their meeting, had discussed set-
ting a rate for the use of the church
hall and kitchen; however, they
wanted the UCW to discuss it also,
as the ladies take care of the kitch-
en facilities. Margot Allen will con-
vey the results of our discussions to
the stewards and then the final rate
will be decided upon.

Final plans and arrangements
were made for the rummage sales
scheduled for October 20 and 21.

Donations to the Franeis Sandy
Natives Ministries and to the BMP
Hospital were decided upon and
the Treasurer, Helen McGovern

meeting

will send them.

Sponsoring a teen to the Youth
Forum was mentioned; however,
we have no one in that age group
yet!

Setting up a library or lending-
library in the church hall may be a
possible project for 1991.

The offering was collected and
dedicated in the usual manner and
the meeting closed with the mem-
bers repeating the Mizpah be-
nediction.

Since it was nearly noon, the
ladies made tea and coffee to go
with their lunches and enjoyed a
time of fellowship prior to sorting
and arranging the rummage for
the sales of the next two days

o o
“Fourvous Monsieur

ountry Squire

Tel: (514) 243-4266

MEN S WEAR
27 Lakeside Rd. KNOWLTON Que. JOE 1V0

administration;

dollars.

Ginette Aubé-Williams wishes to
inform the population that she will devote
all her time to the improvement of the
administration of municipal affairs in
involving the Councillors and interested
Citizens, and commits herself to the four
following major obligations:

1. A stronger control of the administra-
tion of municipal affairs;

2. Economic expansion (industrial, tou-
rism, residential and commercial);
Regain the confidence of the popula-
tion of Waterloo in the municipal

The respect of prior commitments
with cautious spending of your tax

GINETTE AUBE-WILLIAMS
CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR

promises to devote
ALL HER TIME
to the administration of municipal
affairs and economic expansion

North Ward — seat #4
Marcel Guillemette

South Ward — seat #3
Therese Fontaine
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Historic red brick church was built in 1872

Here is another in our series of ar-
ticles on churches in the Brome
County region written by local
authors

By Norma Dougall Sherrer

Brigham is a quiet little Village
situated on the banks of the Ya-

maska River about seven miles
from Cowansville and 12 miles
from Farnham.

DESOURDY WILSON FUNERAL HOMES
SECOND YEAR AS A FAMILY BUSINESS

The owners of Desourdy Wilson Funeral Homes located in Cowansville, Knowlton,
Sutton and Mansonville hail from Temiscamingue County and are members of a well
known Northwestern entrepreneurial family.

Donald Bellehumeur

DONALD BELLEHUMEUR, Presi-
dent of Desourdy Wilson, is born in
1941. He attended High School
and University in Ottawa and upon
graduation, pursued a 28-year ca-
reer with the Canadian Armed
Forces.

He has served in various locations
in Canada, Germany, Egyp!, Israel
and Lebanon. He retired from the
Forces in 1988 and prior fo joining
Desourdy Wilson, he was respon-
sible for o major Trust Company
office in Knowlton.

Don and his wife Lucie live in Sut-
ton and Lucie works for the Sutton
Tourist Association. Their son Ste-
phen is completing his studies at the
Royal Military College in St-Jean
while their daughter Tanya isin her
second year at Bishop's University.

Suzette Bellehumeur

SUZETTE BELLEHUMEUR, Vice-
President of Desourdy Wilson,
holds a Teaching Diploma from the
University of Montreal. She has
taught French as a second lan-
guage, over a 15 year period, in
Northwestern Quebec and Kings-
ton, Ontario. She is married to Guy
Fothergill Robinson formerly of
Sussex, England.

Suzefte went into business about
ten years ago and with her hus-
band, she manages an Orange Ju-
lius franchise and Suzette's Coffee
Emporium at the Northgate
Square Commercial Centre in
North Bay Ontario and Nor-Land
Avionics also located in North Bay.
Both Suzette and her husband love
the Eastern Townships and they
plan to setle down here perma-
nently in the not too distant future.

@«m)wuéy Wilson

X

’

Michel Bellehumeur

MICHEL BELLEHUMEUR, Secreta-
ry and Manager of Desourdy Wil-
son, is born in 1947 and is married
to Lucie Pelletier formerly of Drum-
mondbville.

Prior to joining Desourdy Wilson,
he worked as an Orthopaedics
Technologist at the Amos Hospital
and as Assistant Manager of a
large Funeral Home in the same
area.

Michel has been very active on va-
rious Boards, namely the Amos
Hospital Administration Board and
the City of Amos Housing Board.

Michel and his wife Lucie live in
Cowansville and Lucie works at the
Brome Missisquoi Perkins Hospital.
The couple has two daughters, Ka-
ren 6 and Nancy 15 who is atten-
ding Massey Vanier High School.

Inthe early days, Brigham boas-
ted five industries — a tannery,
sawmill, cheese factory, door and
window factory, and a brick ma-
king factory, from which all the
bricks for the Brigham Congrega-
tional Church as well as many of
the homes in Brigham were made.

For many years Brigham was al-
most totally anglophone, and only
one religion (protestant) and only
once church in the village. In 1925,
at the time of Church Union, a Ro-
man Catholic Church was organi-
zed. Since then, there have only
been the two churches, the United
Church and the Roman Catholic.

BUILT IN 1872

This lovely little historic red
brick church, was erected in 1872, a
gift to the Protestant Community
from Erastus O. Brigham, and was
dedicated as a Congregational
Church on Thursday, Aug. 21, 1872.

Before the church was built, wor-
ship services were held in
Blackwoods Hall, built in 1871. The
first service there was held Sun-
day, Nov. 12, 1871 and conducted by
Rev. C.P. Watson of the Congrega-
tional Church in Cowansville.

On Feb. 2, 1873, the first congre-
gational meeting was called and
the Brigham Congregational
Church was organized, with 11
members. Rev. James Howell
preached the sermon.

The following Sunday, Alexan-
der Grant and John Burnet were
elected deacons. On March 1, 1873,
the church and cemetery were re-

ceived by deed of a gift from Eras-
tus O. Brigham. A large gift of mo-
ney was also received from Mr.
Brigham, that kept the church in
good stead for many years.

On Oct. 25, 1881, a parsonage and
endowment was received by deed
of gift, from Dame Bridget
O’'Brien, the wife of Mr. Brigham.
OWN MINISTER

The Congregational Church in
Brigham was served by the minis-
ter of the Congregational Churchin
Cowansville until 1888, when the
membership of the church in
Brigham had grown steadily and it
was felt that they could afford their
own minister.

For almost 30 years the church
was served by student ministers
from Montreal. Students were paid
$7 per Sunday and expected to pay
their own expenses. Brigham saw
a long succession of these young
men, some of whom rose to posi-
tions of influence.

In 1925, at the formation of
Church Union, the Brigham
Congregational Church became a
part of the United Church of Cana-
da, and ministers were supplied by
The United Theological College in
Montreal.

In 1937, the Farnham Centre Uni-
ted Church (formerly Presbyte-
rian) was struck by lightening and
burnt to the ground.

Built in 1860, the Farnham
Centre Church had a long history
and was afor a long time they only
church throughout a wide area.
DESTROYED BY FIRE

Before the formation of the
Brigham Congregational Church,
many of the Brigham people wor-
shipped at Farnham Centre. The
United Church at Farnham Centre
was served by the minister of
Brigham. Following its destruc-
tion by fire, the congregation deci-
ded not to rebuild and joined with
the Brigham United Church.

Over the years membership of
the Brigham Church grew, and in
Aug. 1922, the ladies' aid decided
they needed a hall. They purcha-
sed one a short distance from
church. Today the Notre Dame des
Erables School is situated on the
site of the old Church Hall.

Sunday School attendance was
high. The Young Peoples Group
boasted many members, and over
the years CGIT was of great inte-
rest to young girls growing up in
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Brigham Congregational Church has c

the community. Mission Band kept
the younger children busy.

The Ladies’ Aid (now UCW) met
regularly and had many fund rai-
sers.

Chicken Pie and Turkey Sup-
pers, as well as afternoon teas
were held a couple of times a year
and the hall was always filled to
capacity at least twice for each
supper. In the early days you could
get a full corase meal for a $1 or a
$1.50, and the children usually ate
free!

The Ladies’ Auxiliary (later
W.M.S.) also met regularly and the
ladies of this group worked mainly
for missions.

When World War [ was declared,
all the healthy young men in the
village joined up and went over-
seas. At this time, the ladies’ of the
church (grandmothers, mothers
and sisters of these young men) for-
med the Brigham Red Cross, and
they spent many hours, knitting
and sewing for their loved ones.
Packages upon packages were
sent each month to the boys on the
front lines. Thank you letters were
always received from the “boys
overseas” and these thank you let-
ters have been kept over the years.

Another group in the Church was
the WCTU (Women’'s Christian
Temperance Union), this being for-

The Brigham Congregational Church and cemetery were received by deed

of a gift from Erastus Q. Brigham.

med Sept. 8, 1891. Shortly after
this, the Brigham and Cowansville
ladies joined together to form one
group.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

In the early fall the Sunday
School year began with a “Rally
Day”, with the Worship Service
being conducted by the Sunday
School in the morning and the
Young Peoples Group in the eve-
ning. For many years there were
two services, one in the morning
and one in the evening.

Christmas was a special time in
the life of the Church. The hall was
filled to capacity the Saturday be-
fore Christmas when the Sunday
School and Young People had their
“Christmas Tree”. Every child
participated with recitations,
songs, etc.; and there was always a
play, sometimes two or three acts,
as well as the traditional Chris-
tmas Story Pageant.

Summer saw the whole congre-
gation get together for a family
picnic — no one stayed at home!

As you enter the Sanctuary, the
visitor's eye is drawn to the beauti-
ful stained glass window at the
front. Enscribed over the window
is “Enter Into His Courts With
Praise”. Across the bottom row of
windows can be seen “Gloryu To
God In The Highest".

During the early days the Sanc-
tuary was heated by two box stoves
at the back —their long pipes going
the full length of the church to the
front. For evening services, kero-
sene lamps, attached on both sides
of each window, were used for
lighting. A beautiful gold coloured
chandelier is in the Centre of the
sanctuary. Lamps were also in
this, and today the light bulbs are
candle shaped.

MUSIC IMPORTANT

Music was a big part of the wor-
ship services and a large choir led
in the singing, music being provi-
ded by a big pump organ.

In the early 1940's declining
membership made it difficult for
Brigham United Church to carry
on alone, so the congregation in
Brigham agreed to share a minis-
ter with the Farnham United
Church.

In the late 1940's, electricity was
put in, an oil furnace installed and
a hall and kitchen made under the
Sanctuary.

At this time too, the tall glea-
ming spire was rotting and about to
topple. A new steeple and bell to-
wer was built and is still there
today.

In 1964, a fundraising project
was held, and a new electric organ
was installed. A plaque on the side
of the organ shows the names of the
many people who gave a memorial
in memory of a loved one. Follo-
wing a dedication of the new organ,
the “old pump organ” was laid to
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rest.

Just inside the main doors of the
entrance way, there is a very nar-
row winding stair-case that leads
up to the bell tower. This was
always a great thrill to the young
people to see how far they could
climb — the last several steps
going straight up a very narrow
ladder. Many a young person (and
not so young) have made it to the
top over the years, and still today,
there are those who go up those
stairs.

FULL CIRCLE

The Brigham Congregational
(United Church) has come full
circle, As its founding in 1872, with
eleven members, today there are
only eleven — fifteen members.
The oldest member being Marga-
ret Smith Dougall, who was bornin
1900. Her father, Thomas E. Smith,
for a time was Board Secretary for
the fledging church. Cedric Dou-
gall (husband of Margaret) and fa-
mily were with the Farnham
Centre Church before going to
Brigham. Jane Hawthorne Pauw,
is the great granddaughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James Hawthorne, two of
the eleven founding members.
Others members today are descen-
dents of the Hawthorne, Smith and
Dougall families.

The Brigham United Church is
once more under The Cowansville
Pastoral Charge. Rev. R. Stewart-
Clarke is the minister. Worship
services are held on the second and
fourth Sunday of the month. Our
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ome full circle

minister conducts worship on the
fourth Sunday, and we have “pulpit
supply” on the second Sunday.

For the last few years we haven't
had services from
December — April. It has become
a great concern as to how long our
church can be maintained ; with so
few people to provide for its
upkeep.

This pretty little red brick
church with its gleaming spire and
arched windows has seen many
people pass through its doors. Or-
dination services were held; some
student ministers who received
their start in the ministry have
gone on to be moderator; others
have held high positions in the
church. Babies have been bapti-
zed, teenagers confirmed, young
people married, and the elderly
laid to rest.

Settlers coming into a new and
challenging land developed their
communities around the church
and most schools were started by
the religious educators of the day.
With this in mind the Sir John
Johnston Branch of the United Em-
pire Loyalists are reasearching
the history of many of the old
churches of the Eastern Towns-
hips. Anyone wishing to submit a
history of their local church can
send it to: Phyllis Hamilton, 555
Church St., Granby, Quebec, J2G
482,
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Vale Perkins

Recent callers at the home of
Mrs. Maud Mossa and Rita were
Cecile Damon, Suzanne and Fran-
cis, also Cecile’s brother, all of
Magog

Stanbridge East

Norma Miller

Mrs. Asa Stote recently enter-
tained a meeting of the Helping
Hands of Frelighsburg at her
home. Mrs. Norman Jourdenais
was co-hostess.

Mrs. Flora Rhicard accompa-
nied by Mrs. Iola Stote called on
Miss Estelle Primerman and Mrs.
Grace Yates at the Robinson Resi-
dence in Cowansville and took
them for a drive around Richford
and Berkshire, Vt.

Foster

Alice Whitcher
539-1896

Miss Gloria Ligget, Nelson, B.C.
has been visiting Mr. and Mrs.
Adrian Whitehead for two weeks
and also friends in the vicinity.
Other guests were Mr. and Mrs.
James O’'Neil, Toronto: David
Price, Calgary, Alta.. Keith and
Sheila Wilson, Iron Hill: Rita
Needham, Warden and Sandra
Whitehead, Knowlton.

Alice Whitcher and her sister
Doris McKelvey of Waterville,
drove to Poquonst, Connecticut,
Tuesday, October 9 to visit their
sister-in-law, Ivis Thayer and re-
turned on Thursday, October 11,

The Creek United Church
Women held a successful rum-
mage sale on October 19 and 20.
They thank everyone who came

and those who worked, also those
who gave donations of articles for
sale.

Eddy and Johanne Whitcher
moved from Bromont into their
new home in Foster. Saturday,
October 20, formerly the Claude
Drouin house.

Loren and Margot Allen spent
Thanksgiving weekend visiting
friends in Ontario

East Farnham

Mrs. June Royea

Mrs. Jessie Horner, East Far-
nham. and Mrs. Christine Mole-
naar, Cowansville spent a few days
with Mrs. Ruth Hawke in Perth,
Ont. While there they attended the
50th anniversary of Mr, and Mrs.
Gilbert Brown on September 2.
Mrs. Hawke drove them home on
Tuesday, September 5.

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Collins, Sher-
wood Park, Alta., spent a week
with Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Bauer.
While in the vicinity they were din-
ner guests of Mrs. June Royea and
Miss Hilda McEwing at the
Chinese Restaurant in Cowansvil-
le. Other guests were Miss Louise
Hall, Mrs. Adelaide Langtree and
Miss Verna Cathecart of Farnham,
Mrs. Ruth Hawke, Perth, Ont., Mr
and Mrs. Edwin Jenne, Mrs. Lela
Shufelt, Mrs. Bernice Thomas, Mr.
and Mrs. John Barrand, Mrs.
Isabel Gagnon, Mrs. Harriet Com-
eau, East Farnham, Mrs. Helen
Parks., Mrs. Christine Molenaar,
Miss Harriet Shufelt, Cowansville.
Near the end of the meal, a pretty
lighted birthday cake and card was
presented to Mrs. Collins, it being
her birthday September 19 from
her friends

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Laviolet-
te, Bondville, had their baby
christened on Sunday. October 21,
at the United Church in East Far-
nham by Rev, Stewart Clarke. The
baby received the names Derrick
Lloyd Douglas Laviolette, Miss
Lynne Bauer and Mr. Luc Racine
were godparents. After the church
service, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas
Bauer, grandparents of the child
entertained. Mrs. Doris Laviolet-
te, Knowlton, and Mrs. Harriet

Golden Age Club meets

MANSONVILLE — The club tre-
ated its members to a belated
Thanksgiving dinner consisting of
chicken legs, scalloped potatoes,
carrots, Johnny cake, sliced toma-
toes, cucumbers, beet pickles,
pumpkin and cream pie, tea and
coffee. Donors were the club, Flora
Drouin and Toni Lamothe baked
the chicken and Flora also gave
some of it. Verlie Aiken donated
the carrots and baked the scal-
loped potatoes, George Hamelin
made a Johnny cake, Thelma Wil-
kins gave the tomatoes and Walter
Smithers brought cucumbers. The
club bought the pies at Perkins
Bakery, with Doris and David giv-
ing adonation. (a reduction in price
to us). Evelyn Dubuc brought us a
package of serviettes and Betsy
Beaulieu gave a donation of a pack-
age of paper towels, Flora Jersey

made a generous donation toward
future lunches.

A get-well card was signed for
Marian Gardner and a birthday
card sent to Bernice Hamelin who
would be celebrating her 97th
birthday soon.

Door prizes: Toni Lamothe,
Elsie Knowlton, Iris Milroy, Myr-
tle Bullock, Lina Tomuschat,
Raymond Bedard, Mary School-
craft and Mildred Atyveo.

500 winners: (1) Dolores Mar-
coux; (2) Jeanne D'Arc Carrier. (1)
Jerry Carrier ; (2) Julienne
MecDuff.

Game winners: Irene Carrier,
Elsie Knowlton, Lina Tomuschat,
Flora Jersey, Verlie Aiken, Evelyn
Dubuc, Dot Woodard, Bertha and
Bruce Nichols, Mary Schoolcraft
and Raymond Bedard

Comeau, East Farnham, grand-
mother and great-grandmother of
the baby were present.

Mrs. Harriet Comeau and Mrs.
Bernic Thomas were in Granby to
consult the eye specialist and foot
specialist

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Jenne and
children were supper guests of
Mrs. Bernice Thomas on October
24

Waterloo

Alice Ashton

Owing to the illness of her
brother-in-law, Mrs. Mare Gagné
spent the month of September in
Virginia. U.S.A. She accompanied
a sister and brother-in-law of Mon-
treal who also remained for the
month. On October 20 they re-
ceived word of his death. The

funeral will be held in Sawyerville.
Que.. his former home

On October 22, Miss Alice
Laporte observed her 98th birth-
day at the Courville Nursing
Home. Many will remember Miss
Laporte as having worked in our
local Post Office with her two sis-
ters for many vears. She is in ex
ceptionally good health and enjovs
company
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