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Plcbs sic jussit. Lavy.
Such is the will of the people.

“Itis pot for kings, O Lemuel! it is not for Kings to drink
wine, nor for princes strong duirk ; lest they drink and forget
the law, and pervert the judgement of auy of the afilicted.”

Proverns, XX XL 4. 5,

lu No. 30, speaking of the custom of the Charrivaui, I
claimed to mysell the merit of beipg the only publigher in Cau-
ada who stood forward to vindicate the custom itself, aud jo
reprobate the outrages and injustice that had been commitied in
the attempts made to suppress it. 1 am happy to withdiaw
that claim, and acknowledge the editor of the Literary Miscel-
lany, as entitled to ravk amongst the fearless wrilers, who, are
uot to be frowned into silence, by meniin power, or by men of
influence, by the.clamows of foreigners and upstarts, the pom-
pous virulence of ‘the Hon. John Richardson, or the guns,
swords and bayonets of those ¢well disposed” hellwethers, who,
to presevve the peace of the city, have undertaken to e author-
ised peace-breakers. He has auticipated that proposition which
1 announced my intention of maintainiog, that this cu:tom was
uot ooly harmless and innocent, but laudable,proper and moraly
and 1 sh.ll not find much to add to what'lie says, on that head,
which 1 therefore take the liberty of extracting.

He dissents in opinion, he says, “from  those = officious scrib-
blers, who, to make themselves conspicueus as chanip’ons for
public order, raise an outery, affceting to be offended with the
aucient custom of Chanivarri, aud blaming ‘the conduct of the
magistrates for haviug suffered it to'take: place in Moutreal to
the annoyance of the orderly aud peaceablé'inhabitants. Now
it remains to prove that Charrivarri, so far from deserving to
he considered in so odious a Iight by impartisl'and disinterest-
ed minds, ought to be rdoked among the noblest ‘institutions o f
the ludicrous Kind, if its ohject and design ‘be rightly voder-
stood.  Expericoce hos hequently demonstrated that nothing is
more destrictive of domestic concord thari maniiages founded,
ot oo the pure, generous, ardent, fiee, and corstant, pussion of
mutual love, but on the sordid, servile, and ‘corrupt. desive of
ﬁhh}' lucre, whience j)roccéd those jt:uuuéiea‘ja;s, gud'quauels.
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which render life a scene of wretchedoess and discontent. Of
4his too fatal truth, Mr. Pope has given us an elegant and charm-
ing picture io that enchanting poem, entitled Eloisa to Abelard :
«Love free as air, at sight of human ties,
Lilts his light wings and in a moment flies.
‘I'ie jealous God when we profane his fires,
Thosc restless passions in revenge inspires,
Which make perverse and erring mortals groan,
Who look for uaght iv love, but love alone.”
To order to prevent unuatural unions, such as youth with age,
hiealth with sickoess, vigour with imbecility, and sanity with
dotage, was charxivarri iotended.  Who, theo, will deny that
the intention of this ludicrous custom is not truly laudable, hav-
ing, as has just been obseived, the fairest object in view ; name-
ly, the securing of conjugal felicity by the prevention of une-
qual matches ? For, since the law has not provided any remedy
to check the evils io question, is it not just that ridicule, which
has been found, on many occasions, potent and successful, should
be used as a proper application lo those distempers which de-
stroy the vital springs of matrimonial happiness? Nor are the
benefits derived from a charrivarri confived solely to what we
have already meotioned. It embraces another object worthy
of the commendation of every good mao 5 which is the relief of
the indigent children of misfortuse, by applying to their uce
whatever mouvey is exactéd from the sons and daughters of
Mammon, who, by their unhallowed unious, violate the laws of
natute, ahd profane the mystery of love. Reflecting on these
and other mischiefs that have at all times bezn occasioned by
avarice, with the poet I am ready to exclaim; “Auri sacra
fames, quid non mortalia pectora cogis?** Bul to resume the

¢.* Well may it be said-of such as barter love for money, that with them
“Gold is a sovereign precious metal,
"I'hat solders sexes like a keltle,
And Cupid sly oft takes his stand
Upon a widow’s jointure land—
His tender sigh aud trickling tear
Loug for five hundred pounds a year;
.- Aud laoguishiog desires are fond
Of statute, mortgage, bill and bood.”
’ Litcrary Miscellany.
‘These is a seotiment too, in a stupid, thymiog,tragedy ol Sit
Chanles Sedley, called Antony and Cleopatra, on this subject,
which is onc of the only two passages in that play, I have mark-
ed in my commonplace-book as worthy of preservation :
“(.,'wsar. TIY unable, sure, the ugly, or the old,
First in affaits of love made use of gold,
Then. princes, to outhid them, threw in power;
Now, heart for heart s, the traflic of the poor.”
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topic from which I have digressed; is it not the squeamishuess:
of affectation in some of our scribblers who pretead to be scan-
dalized at the Charrivarri, and the non-interterence of the ma-
gistrates to prevent the fatal consequences uf that disgraceful
scene, as they have termed it ?

Too true it is the entertaioment of the night was disgraced:
by the calamitous event that had occurred, But who will as-
sume such a front of hardihood aud sophistry as to throw blame
on the couductors of the Charrivarri, or on the magistrates ?
To whom is then the guilt to be attached? At whose door
does the blood of the unoffending man so foully murdered lie ?
Let H. and his accomplices answer, and tell us what they have
to allege in vindication of their black, atrecious deed, of “that

‘['o which, being in a quoting vein, I wish to add from auoth.
er old poet

“For mooey is the only power

That all maokind fall dowu before.
Your pettyfoggers damn their souls

T'o share with knaves, in cheatiog fools:
Aud merchants, veoturiog thro’ the main,
Slight pirates, rocks, and horus, for gain,”

“For money’t is that is the great
Provocative to amorous heat;

T'is beauly always in the flower
That buds and blossoms at fouscore,
"Y is virtue, wit, and worth, and all
That men divioe and sacred call :
For what’s the worth of any thing,
But so much mouvey as ’t will briog 7
Virtue, now, nor noble blood,

Nor wit, by love, is understood ;
Gold alone does passion move,

Gold monopolizes love,

A curse on her, and on the inan,
Who this traflic first began !

A curse, all curses else above,

Oo him who used it first in love !
G| begets in brethren, hate,
Gold,.in families, debate,

Geld does friendship scparate
These the smallest harmg ol it:
Gold, alas ! does love beget,

1t guides the favcy and the mind,

No bankrupt finds a fair one kind,
Thus money, like the swords of kings,
Is the Jast reason of all things. L. L. M,
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rank offence which smells to Heaven, which has the primal el-
dest cunrse upon it—a brothers blood I Perhaps the sanguinary
mouster and his abettors would attempt o urge the plea of self-
defence in exteauatioe of their erime.  Vain subterfuge ! quan-
ta in Charyhd luborant ! Let it first be proved that an as-
sanit endangering life and property had been committed—an
as-ault suflicient to justify their firing upon a promiscuous
crowd. most of which were no otherwise concerned in the
Charrivarri than as mere spectators,  Till this be clearly e-
viueed, the plea of self-defeoce will never serve their turn; it
becomes raiher an aggravation of their crime, as its obvious
te decey would be to libel the magistrates, acd misrepresent the
whole affair.”

‘The geueral propriety of these reflections, can not be denied,
but the particular application of that part of them which relates
to the conduct of the magistrates would lead to the conclusion
that their couduct throughout was praiseworthy. It has beeo
the contrary, ('rue, they did ot ioterfere to prevent the Chas-
rivarri 3 but 1 am not inchined to give them credit for their
forbearance in that respect, as proceeding from a conviction
that o do so would have been, as is the fact, illegal aod im-
proper, but from timidity, vaccillation, and old-womanism.
Theiv subsequent conduct proves this ; as well s the absurd
prohibition o! the Chartivarri, which we fiod in the ridiculous
editions of blue-laws that aie fucetiously called police-regula-
tions, lustead of making all possible exertions to discover,
take up, and bring to justice,the perpetrators, advisers, abeltors,
and accessaries of the unprovoked and malicious attack that
was made upon the populace by a predetermined, and prepared,
set of sturdy malignants, and of the murder that was committed
in consequence ; they have been as quiet and indifferent on that
subject.as if it was not deserving of notice,and no more to be re-
prebeaded than the slaughtering of sheep for the shambles :
whilst on the other haad, every ex=riion has been used to find
out, harrass, and prosecute, the innocent, unoffendivg, and ag-
guieved, persons who formed the Charrivarri.  Nay, as far as
I at present know of the matter 5 the enquiries and examing-
tions have been carfined to the persouns and events, the charac-
tevs, dresses, and vociferations, that oecurred, previous to the
firing of the fatal shot which was the first breach of the peace,
the fisst uilowful act that was commitied ; as yet even the par-
ties wuo subse quently, the evening after, attacked the house
whanee the firing ook place, and who certainly were guilty of
ariot, have remained |-believe, unquestioned, probably for the
very excellent icason, hecause they had not their masquerade
dress onywhieh it seeme is the “fiont and head of their offence,’
in the eves of those wiseacres who pretend that the Black Act
5 applicable to this case.
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L quit the subject for the present, with repeating my exhoi-
tation to all the good people of Moutreal, who dare stand up
for their undoubted rights aud privileges, for the liberties of the
subject, the maintenance of law, morality and propriety, vot to
fail, wheoever any other iilassorted match takes place, {(und
there are reports of more than one upon the (apis,) to assemble
as a charrivarei, and to set at defiance the usurped power thal
would suppress it. Do it peaceably, and orderly, (not quietly,
for noise is an essential part of the ceremony,) and.ihe first
evening, er as long as you are unmolested, forbear from taking
arms with you, either open or concealed ; but if you aie inter-
rupted, or any onc of you attempted to be takefuato custody,
assemble the next night, in greater pumbers, go armed, and re-
sist by main force, those who endeavour to coerce or restraiu
you in your lawlul amusements and customs 5 ana upon their
heads be all the blood and evil that may follow, When tyrants
and tigers overrun the community it is time for 1he realiy “well
disposed,” to dethroue and muzzle them. L. L. M.

I have seen wilh surprise the promotion of Joha Fletcher,
Esq. from the bench of police-mngistrates at Quebee, to the ol-
fice of judge of the newly evected 1o.ferior Diswrict of 8t Fran-
cis. ‘I'his appears to me to be auother preguant instance of the
facility with which the good disposition of the ear} ol Dalhousie
is liable to bhe abused by designing and interested peopie, and
with which he may be led, upon erroncons representations and
injudicious recommendations, to place high and important trusts
in the hands of unfit persous.  When a goveroor first comes
awong us, he has undoubtedly, in that respect, a most difficult
task to perform : the most penetrating judgzement, and the quick-
est apprehension, must fail to discriminate amongst the various
candidales for office, and numerous and appareutly respectahle
recommendations he receives, whom, and which of them, it be-
comes the statesman, the guardian, the father of the countiy,
(for such it behoves a goveroor to be, and such 1 feel an inter-
ual conviction itis my lord Dalhousie’s ardeat desire to prove
himself;) to promote and listen to.  Bul every year, every
season, nay every day, (and his lordship has been with as four
years) must tend to enlighten him io that respect, and the study
of the characteis, and dispositions of (hose around him, com-
bined with deep and anxious enquiry into all the circumstances
of the country and the natives, ought oot to fail to endow him
with armour of proof against the designs aud preteusions of the
- unworthy. Uniorwipately T am afraid, that lord Dalhousic,
has too decided an jucliuation to listen solely to the represen-
tatious of those characters, who have, al the chateau, the re-
putation of being respectable, influential, and intelligent, vithout
stoppiog to euquire whether that reputation is well founded 01
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niol, o1 payivg tegard (o the popular opinion, relative to thein,
or their minions aod favourites.  Unless this were so the
appointment of such a man as Mr. Fletoher, to the office of a
judge could in no case have taken place ; and particularly not
ina distiict, where it will be found esseutial, that the tempers
and feelings of the inhabitants should be conciliated by
every wise and asit were, patriarchal, arravgement, to al-
lay the ferment that has arisen among:t them, by the pe-
culiar circumstacces iv which they are placed. But while
1 coutend, that Mr. Fletcher is personally improper, as I
shall preseutly endeavour to shew, the previous nowina-
tion of the Hon. Alexis Caron, as a judge for that district,
induces me likewise to declare that the principle is essentially
wrong for police-magistrates, in any case, to be exalted to the
beach o judges. Mr. Caron filled the station ef first police-
mingistrate at Quebec, along with Mr. Fletcher as his assessor,
for a cousiderable time; and was, in 1821, appointed judge of
the Inferior District of Gaspe, 1 have nothing to say against
Mr. Caron; I believe his conduct as a magistrate, though not
marked with 2oy peculiar talent, or extraordinary sagacily,
was respeclable, moderate, and rather conciliating than ether-
wise; and, if we may decide from the letters that have been
published in the papers, as having passed between some of (he
principal official characters at Gaspé, and him, on the occasion
of his projected trasslation to the qistrict of St. Francis, in
whicli the former testify to the “ impartial, prudent, regular,
and able, admipistration of the duties of his high office,” and
entreat him to “ make a longer stay amoug them,” aud the lat-
expresses his determination, in consequence, to “lay aside his
rivale convenience for the public good, and to remain in that
district,” he has also respectably sustaived toe character of a
judge. Yet, upon the broad principle that human nature must
acquire a bias from the circumstances, and collisions, which
men have, in their several stations to enconoler, it is easy to ar-
gue that justices of the peace, and police-magistrates especial-
ly. must be very uofit for the sedate, impartial, and dignified
station of a judge. Their very oflice is that of ex parte ex-
aminers; they must necessarily have more of the fortiter in re
thao the suaviter in modo ; they have to encounter and baflle,
“ evewts and men, of flagitious nature, and desperate dispositions;
they are to the bench, what constasles are to themselves, what
jackals are to lions, what sherif’s officers are to lawyers: and
no one will say that a constable is fit to be a justice, a jackal to
be a lion, or a sherifl”s officer to be alawyer. [hey cau not
avoid carrying into the judgement-seat, the Larshoess, the super-
ciliousness, the arbitrarivess, and the impatieuce, which cao
acarcely fail becoming habits with those who have oone hut ve-
ry inferior officers, and delinquents, to deal with; who posses
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au arbilrary power, (nccessarily given them for the puposes
of temporary justice,) which they arc often required not to be
shy or delicate inusing; and whose patience is often put the se-
verest trisls, by the perverseness or insolence of those who are
brought before them. 'I'his does not indeed, apply to simple justi-
ces of (he peace,* but to such as are constantly, as police-magis-
trales, or regular quarter-sessions gentry, called upon to exercise
the functions L have been remarking ou; butit is upon thesc general
grounds I object against any such being exalted to the supreme
Jjudgement seat, both in civil and criminal cases. ‘I'hese are general
arguments agaipst tbe appoiotment I am censuriog ; but, I con-
sider it as my public duty to censure it likewise, on account of
the knowledge I have, both personally, and from information,
and public report, of the unfituess of Mr. Fletcher to be a
Jjadge. He is, [ believe, as good a lawyer, as study and know-
ledge vf the written law can make him, without the rationale of
it.  Veibose, intricate and mysterious ; possessing industry of
research, and acuteness.of perception, suflicient to make rather
a shewy thao a useful exhibition of his forensic acquirements.
So far, it will be said, nothing has been shewn in this respest, to
cry out agaiust ; but he has oce besetting sin that totally dis-
qualifies him for the situation of a judge, which ought to have
effeclualy’, asit has frequently almost, ejected him from that of
magistrate. Io one word he is an habitual druokard. I make
no apology for this round assertion. 1 have seen instances of
it myself.  All who koow any thing of his conduct whilst he
enjoyed the situation of commissioner for Indian affairs, in con-
juoction with the Hon. W, B. Coltman, cao bear witness to the
glaring debauchery of his conduct during that mission, aod
which compelled his dismissal from it, before its ohject was ter-
minated. Numberless instances of a misbehaviour, approach-
ing to lunacy, which is to be attributed to the prevalence of
this darling vice, in this, Row “honourable judge of the Inferior
district of St. Francis,” must be within the knowledge and
recollection of the inhabitants of Quebec, during the time of his
possessivg a seat on the policebench., A patural arbitrary dis-
position, lostered, and invigorated by his station as a chief of
the constables, runners, and thief-takers of the metropolis of
Canada, has been rendered, at times, ferocious, ungovernable,
aond unbearable, by the stimulus of strong drink. 1 speak out;
but I call all Quebec to witness that I speak out nought but
what they all know. If such a man as this, my lord Dalhon-
sie, has been recommended to you, and represented as fit to st

* I do not, gentle reader, by * simple justices of the peace,’”
anean, justices who are simple justices (of which I fear there
are a vast number in Canada,) but such as are simply justices,
without being police magistrales, or of the quorum.
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o the beack, to he iuvesled with the judges’ ermine, and en-
trusted with the lives and properties of his Majesly’s subjects,
how much ought you wot to be upon your guard against such
base conspiracis agninst your administration ? for, as nothing
will bring your admioistration into greater and more deserved
contempt, than the employwmeit of improper persous in the higls
offices of judiciz} and execntive government, so the allempt to
ivipose such upoo yoit, may be considered as a conspiracy, a-
gainst your station, your digaity, your popularity, aud your
utility, as governor in chiel of ihese provinees.

But, pethaps, other motives lurk under this appointment -
perhaps it was desirable to get rid of M. Fletcher; that
his exaltation to the proprectovship of an inferior district may
be considered as o kind of honourable exile, ér, in vulgar lan-
guage, “a good viddaoce of bad rabbish.” ~ Pechaps the towo-
ships were considered in such a lawless aod criminal state, that
it was doing giace, and honoar, and nething but due justice, lo
send them = drunken judge, o sort of chiel thiefiaker, to pres
side at their courts.  Nay, il this recommendation came from
any of the Scotch intriguers who have so much the ear of his
excelleney, perhaps it may'be a'suntle vefinement of demoniac
pulicy ~=to  make the inhabitaits of the castern townships,
(who livefelt much saiisfiction at the tdcipient step that has
brca taken to amelisrate their condition by the erection of a
court ol justice for them,) dissatisfied and turbulent, and io-
duce thew to cantinue to listen to the falge insivuations of the
uniunists, that all the evils they complain of are to be atlribu-
twito the influence uid power of the Cduadians in the house
of assembly.  « See,” they might say, * how nugatory what is
preteded to b done for you is: the assembly, it is true. have
con=cated to the ercction of a new district, bat they have caus-
¢ a worse than king Log to be seat among you as a judge.—
you will never be well treated, vever have your wishies fulfilled,
o sustice doue you, (il we, the unionists, get into power.  Be
as clamorons, therefore, as- ever, for a union. Stick o us,
liviet us up into the chiei’ controui of affairs, and then you
shall ece—what you shall see.”

But it iz uot yel too late; my lord ; give Mr. Fletcher a sta-
tion better adapted to his habits—if there is not one ready-made,
sinee you claim the tight of putling your haud in the public
purse, and paying who aud what you like, without accounting
to the people, it is »asy Lo create an office—and sclect some one
fro.n the bar in Canada, of more unexceptionable talents and
batis, to situpou the seat ol Eogland’s Royal Majesty i his
court of justice,~to sit upon Tie Kine’s own BuncH.

L. L. M.
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