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Makivik is the ethnic organization mandated to repre-
sent and promote the interests of Nunavik. Its member-
shipis composed solely of Inuit beneficiaries of the James
Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement (JBNQA)
Makivik's responsibility is to ensure the proper im-
plementation of the political, social, and cultural bene-
fits of the Agreement, and to manage and invest the
monetary compensation so as to enable the Inuit to
become an integral part of the northern economy

Makivik News is published quarterly by Makivik's Infor-
mation Department. It is distributed free of charge to
Inuit beneficiaries of the JBNQA

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily
those of Makivik Corporation or its Executive

We welcome letters to the Editor, and submissions of
articles, artwork, or photographs. Please include your
full name, address, and telephone number.
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Makfvr'k News staff had the

unforgettable pleasure of attending
the Seventh General Assembly of
ICC in Nome, Alaska last July. We
covered the important event from
two angles — first of all from the
view of political and economic
development in the North, and
secondly by observing international
Inuit concerns about environmental
threats and
damage to the
Arctic.

Larry Watt
also reported
on some other
environmental
care that had
taken place at
Killinig, where
the first phase
of a clean up
project was car-
ried out at the
site.

We also
got to see the
kind of care
that Inuit from
Nunavik receive
at patient tran-
sit houses in
the Montreal
area. Makivik
continues to
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own and main-
tain two of the Inuit transit houses.

After two years of talks,
offshore negotiators have
finally gotten a first-hand look at
some of the islands — as well as
some of the wilflife, that they expect
to settle a claim upon. Our Liaison
Officer for the negotiations, Donald
Watt, summarized his notes of the
trip into an on-the-spot report while
Hudson Strait Negotiator Putulik
Papigatuk provided photos.

We also continue our intro-
duction of Makivik BOD members
from last spring.

Most notable though, following
the resignation of Simeonie
Nalukturuk, the Board of Directors
have appointed Zebedee Nungak
as the new Makivik President. With
the provincial and regional
referendums drawing so near, we
feel sure there can be no better
leader for the job.
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in Inukjuak on Friday
November 24, 1995.
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ebedee Nungak:
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- Makivik’'s New Pres

The members of the Makivik Board of Directors have
appointed Zebedee Nungak as the President of the
Corporation, starting August 30th, following the resigna-
tion of Simeonie Nalukturuk, August 29th.

The former President tendered his resignation on
Friday August 4th, 1995, citing personal reasons.
A Board of Directors meeting was held in Montreal on
August 8-9, 1995 to deal with the issue. The Board
debated whether or not to accept the resignation, and
once they decided to accept it, how to select a new
President for the Corporation.

The executives and BOD praised Simeonie’s profes-
sionalism and the responsible manner in which he
resigned. All wished him well in his future endeavours.

The Corporate by-laws stipulate that if an executive
member resigns with more than one year left outstanding
in the term, an election must be held. In the case of
Simeonie, 17 months remained in his mandate.

Given the timing of the resignation — very soon
before the referendum — the members of the Board
decided to appoint Zebedee Nungak to the position of
President. The Corporate by-laws had to be amended to
allow this to happen. For the time being, the members of
the Board decided not to fill the vacancy of the position
of First Vice-President, created when Zebedee took over
the office officially on August 30th, 1995, for the remain-
der of the term, ending March 1997.

The afternoon of August 9th featured both somber
moments, as it became clear that Simeonie Nalukturuk'’s
resignation was accepted by the Board, and jubilation
that Zebedee Nungak would accept the position.
A hearty round of applause erupted from the members of
the Board once this was official.

Within minutes, Zebedee was on the phone with
William Tagoona, communicating the news live to the

i i
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Inuit of Nunavik and the rest of the Arctic on CBC Radio.
The second interview was given to Nunatsiag News in
Iqaluit, as they were ready to go to press with the story.
(They erroneously published the wrong photo of
Simeonie Nalukturuk on the front page, and have apolo-
gized in a subsequent edition).

Although the official date of taking over the position
was not until the 30th of August, the transition began
before that time. Makivik Corporation participated in a
major event in Toronto at the Canadian National Exhibi-
tion called the Spirit of the Arctic. It was through
Makivik's leadership that the Nunavik region as a whole
was so well represented at the pavilion.

With the impending referendum, and the timing of
the pre-referendum tour by the sovereignty camp, cou-
pled with the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada Annual General
Meeting on the weekend of August 19-20, it meant that
Zebedee had to fill the President’s shoes rather swiftly.

On Monday morning, August 21st, Makivik held a
major press conference together with the Inuit Tapirisat
of Canada. Zebedee was the principle speaker on the
issue of the Inuit position on the Quebec referendum,
along with Rosemarie Kuptana, President of ITC and
ICC. As the main spokesperson in the past on the issue,
his voice as the newly appointed President took on a
new strength and vitality.

The message he articulated was repeated in subse-
quent interviews with almost two dozen journalists,
including an appearance on Canada a.m. (the CTV
breakfast television program broadcast nationally) on the
morning of Tuesday August 22nd. Zebedee says, “l felt

s

DPANArd'e ba ClM becdt.
Getting the message out on Canada A.M

comfortable delivering that message, and | feel more and
more comfortable as time goes on.”

The Inuit position garnered considerable media
attention in the final weeks of August, including three
editorial cartoons, which were the subject of plenty of
amused discussion. It also attracted the attention of the
sovereignty camp, and the federal government, both of
whom expressed a desire to meet with Makivik's new
President. By late August, Jacques Parizeau’s office was
working out the logistics of a trip to Kuujjuaq, while the
Prime Minister's office was scheduling a meeting
between Jean Chrétien and Zebedee Nungak in Ottawa.

Joking, as usual, Zebedee embraced the new posi-
tion with characteristic enthusiasm, plenty of “bons
mots”, colourful quotes, and a tremendous spirit that will
surely energize not only Makivik Corporation, but all of
Nunavik, and probably the entire North. flas

MAKIVIK NEWS



Anchoring site at Nottingham
Island — a natural bay sheltered
from wind and waves. Offshore
negotiators visited the island this
summer. Story by Donald Watt.
This photo by Putulik Papigatuk.
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As you know, the Offshore Negotiations have been
taking place for some time now. Over the past two years
of talks, the negotiators have been wanting to go on a
familiarization trip of the region which the claim is based
on. After months of consideration it was agreed that the
trip would go ahead in the Hudson Strait region. Consid-
ering that the trip was only for four days, Nottingham and
Salisbury Island would be the best places to visit. We
scheduled it so that we
would arrive in Salluit on July
24, 1995, have a negotiation
session that evening for a few
hours, and continue the next
morning until noon. Then we
would go on the boat in the
afternoon of the 25th — and
that is exactly what we did.
With Mr. Adamie S.
Keatainak providing the boat
(Tallurunna), and a crew of
two, Tom Molloy (Federal
Chief Negotiator), Nigel
Welford (Assistant to the Fed-
eral Chief Negotiator), a Mark
Warren (Government of Northwest Territories representa-
tive), Putulik Papigatuk (Offshore Negotiations Hudson
Strait Representative), and myself, Donald Watt, (Liaison
Officer for Makivik Corporation Offshore Negotiations
Co-ordinator) all boarded the boat. Sam Silverstone, the
Chief Negotiator for Makivik Corporation, did not join us
as he had a meeting scheduled in Montreal and had to
head back south the following day. Henry Alayco our
Hudson Bay representative also couldn’t come on the
trip since he had to go to a Nunavut Wildlife Manage-

MAKIVIK NEWS
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ment Board meeting, (of which he is a member repre-
senting Nunavik) during that week at Pond Inlet N.W.T.
S0, after Sam and Henry helped us to load the boat,
they waved goodbye as we headed off towards the old
Canadian Army communications base on Nottingham
Island, which is now owned by the Cape Dorset Co-op-
erative. Crossing the Hudson Strait took nine hours, end-
ing on the Southeastern part of the island. The captain
couldn’'t make it to the old communication base, due to
the darkness and windy conditions. We were asleep
when we anchored and when the crew was preparing to
drop the anchor. The chain for the anchor scraping
against the top of the boat directly above the sleeping
quarters was the loudest alarm clock I've ever heard,
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The State of the Claim

The Nunavik Comprehensive Claim to the Offshore Area is
in the formal state of negotiations leading up to an Agree-
ment-in-Principle (AIP). This has been the case since
Makivik signed a Framework
Agreement on August 23, 1993
in Toronto.

Funding for the negotiations
towards an AIP are scheduled
until August 1996. During the
first year of negotiations,
Makivik concentrated on re-
search, and writing a 30-chapter
draft of the AIP. The negotiators
have recently been tabling chap-
ters one by one with the federal
government.

The chapters address
issues such as compensation
moneys, management regimes
for the offshore area, land own-
ership (defined as islands and
the sea-bed), and social and
economic development regimes,
to name a few.

The guiding philosophy of
this claim is different from others
in that Inuit are claiming owner-
ship of all the land in the
Nunavik Marine region, eliminat-
ing the need for a land selection
process. Furthermore, the view is that Inuit will control all
manner of developments that may take place within the
claim area.

Offshore claim negotiators are Zebedee Nungak, Sam
Silverstone, and Lorraine Brooke. Offshore representatives are
Henry Alayco (Hudson's Bay), Putulik Papigatuk (Hudson's
Strait), and Johnny Peters (Ungava Bay). Donald Watt is the
Offshore Liaison Co-ordinator. Randy Ames has also acted as
a consultant for the Nunavik claim on behalf of Makivik.
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Offshore group in Inukjuak during the week of March 20th, 1995. Standing (L-R): Johnny Peters-Offshore Regional Reprsentative for Ungava, Nigel Wilford-
Federal Representative, Sam Silverstone-Makivik Co-Chief Negotiator, Lorraine Brooke Makivik Offshore Negotiator, Don Watt-Offshore Liason Officer, Ron
Burnett-Federal Claims Lawyer. Kneeling (L-R): Daniel Epoo-former Makivik Co-Chief Negotiator (replaced by Zebedee Nungak), Tom Molloy-Chief Federal

Negotiator, Charles Qvervold-GNWT Representative

bACc JP o L'Pc CAbo PP b AC Once we got there we went on shore to take a look
CGedndc Pe B<2J 1 LAcP® PN*b o A*NSAC around. The condition of the buildings were not in bad
A*acd5° Thot. dlde® dAAVP D) (Lo shape considering their age, but the insides had been
Al AP co=5 CdAC CSo D¢ Aacd5 . vandalized, probably by polar bears. The surrounding of

dd ™ oACccbP<® CrPobY* L PhadIrP- the base was littered with old fuel drums and other
LeeB<Js CAd* FPoCadisC. ddbA%ac Bl debris. Preferably, this should be cleaned up by the
CAdY DSe°AC Praidbnb~"s, L* <ABD® organization who left that mess behind. Furthermore, all
(A o Lnt) DSCD™addc <" the interior walls of the buildings are
Ap <L DDA oACHo, CAL- made up of asbestos material and
AccB<Jt., bAC€ c Jlo A lAc lots of lead-base paint, which would
CAL® AMSeBSAC NPPNcc B %\ % be unacceptable by the Canadian
PLIAD LIS b AAAT NP do regulations if one wanted to do some-
dd bP< CSlec Lo PPSCAS. L*® = thing with it (for example tourism).
bide® PLAP Ao <DaGAC D ) After spending two hours at the
CEAT ™, Ad Ll AnadTa — vt site we went back on the boat and
hotdNSIERS DIbSERL S LS (C AL headed north about half a mile off the
dberetoSl. aPDA%a™ <onl- shore towards Frazier Island. We saw
S4LE Adcdle A*a Aa S d, many walrus on that stretch and even
P L[S Qpon PO e Mddo . more between the northern tip of Nottingham Island and

B tls  dinabecPa®,  SadiNEd AN G- Frazier Island.
D¢ G4 <ed°AC bAQ < SAAn DA PPC™. Salisbury Island was now in site and noticing that we
A*da b Lo<Nsd b¥rDA*acP<d. Cd ardd Ad°c™ still had lots of sunlight left we decided to head for Salis-
AP L d5® QANDBA AN 62 L™C Pesb’d- bury Island to anchor for the night. | was on the wheel for

(9
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awhile on that stretch and one of the crew members,
Mark Kadjulik Sr. (an elderly man) tqld me to steer
towards the only reddish area visible in the distance,
which we did. After three hours following that heading we
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arrived to a traditionally-used anchoring site in an inlet on
the west side of Salisbury Island about two kilometers
north from the middle of the Islands coast line and
anchored. Mr. Kadjulik informed me that this anchoring site
is the best site in all of Salisbury Island and the Inuit of
Nunavik have been using it ever since he can remember. He
also said that winds coming from all directions would not
affect the calmness of this inlet except, of course, winds
coming from the heavens he jokingly added.

The following morning it was a little windy, but we
left the anchoring site anyway and headed north to
attempt to circle the Island. Although the water was a bit
rough we continued. The scenery of Salisbury Island was
beautiful with walrus in every point and the exception of
seeing a group of beluga whales along the way. Despite
the wind getting increasingly stronger we completed
circling the Island, stopping once in another traditionally
used anchoring site for lunch on deck.
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Offshore Claims Orientation Trip

PUTULIK PAPIGATUK

It was time to think about heading back to the main-
land, but the captain wanted to wait for the wind to die
down. The government people got a little nervous telling
the captain that they had to get back in time to catch the

;mfsknounn‘pna

. DWNED BY (ONGAIT
CO-OPERATIVE PLEASE
O NOT BREAI - IN

THERE'S ONKE BUILDING
YOU CAN USE IS THE
GARAGE
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o
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Sign on abandoned building at Nottingham Island asks visitors not to
destroy the property. A nearby building can be used for shelter

bo C

8:00 a.m. flight from Salluit, but the captain insisted that
we wait for the wind to calm down. Our eldest man, Mr.
Kadjulik, wanted to hunt down a walrus to take home so
we pursued a few with no success. He wanted a young
one, but we couldn’t find one that he preferred. The wal-
rus also seemed to get smart when we pursued them
whereas the day before it seemed that we could almost
touch them.

After spending more time calling camps on the radio
to the mainland about the weather the wind started to
calm down. The captain decided that we would try to
head back. Fortunately the rugged Hudson Strait was
manageable all the way across. Although it was rough at
times the journey took eleven
hours. It was 3:30 in the morn-
ing when we arrived in Salluit
which gave us time to take a
shower and a nap before our
flight back south.

Despite the windy condi-
tions at times and the unfortu-
nate mishap of not seeing any
polar bears, the trip was quite
successful. The government
people enjoyed themselves. They also told me that it is
noticeable that the Inuit of Nunavik have a very strong tie
in their traditional way of life.

| can't think of anything more to say about our past
trip, but | would like to take this opportunity to thank
Captain Adamie S. Keatainak and his knowledgeable
crew Mark Kadjulik Sr. and Mayor Willie Keatainak for
their exceptional effort in keeping us happy. Thanks also
to Putulik Papigatuk as well for his great cooking. L
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Inuit Delegates from four Arctic

countries gathered for the |
seventh ICC General Assemblyin |

Nome. A major topic of concern
there was Arctic environmental
contamination, as observed by
Bob Mesher, while Stephen
Hendrie took a bird's eye look at
political and economic
development.
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Airing Concerns on
EnvirFonmental
Contamination

by Bob Mesher

When people hear the words “Alaska” and “environ-
ment” mentioned in the same sentence lately, they as-
sume it is a comment on the grievance Canada has
against Alaska for taking too many of the endangered
chinook salmon which migrate across our international
boundaries — or something new about the effects of the
Exxon Valdez oil spill.

Last July In Nome, Alaska, during the seventh
General Assembly of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference,
though, this author heard the chinook salmon issue
mentioned only jokingly; once in the welcoming remarks
of an American dignitary, and an-
other time by a briny fisherman who
was making his way to one of
Nome’s many liquor establishments.
And nothing new on the Exxon
Valdez disaster.

The “environment”, and espe-
cially the Arctic environmental con-
tamination, however, was high on
the list of concerns that were dealt
with in Nome, Alaska, that week.
While the romantic image of a pris-
% tine Arctic environment has re-
mained very much untarnished in
the minds of some romantic think-
ers since the beginning of Arctic
exploration a century ago, the Arc-
tic environment itself is becoming
seriously tainted. In speeches to in-
troduce the issues for the week-
long conference, it was made clear
time and again that a great amount
of ICC’s work has been directed to-
wards the protection and manage-
ment of the Arctic environment. In fact, four of the thir-
teen resolutions that were produced by the ICC
General Assembly deal directly with the problem of
environmental contamination. As well, with the Inuit
livelihood so inseparable from the Arctic environment,
all issues dealt with do in some way connect to
environmental health.

That global issues require global solutions was a
point repeated throughout the week — often followed by
one’s need to clean their own back yards before they can
help the rest of the world. The question of where to
begin, it was realized and acknowledged with loud
applause, all starts with the individual.

Sheila Watt Cloutier, on the opening day of the ICC
conference, expressed her gratitude for the crucial work
that ICC has done to address the problem of Arctic and
global environmental contaminants. “But,” she
continued, “I think that we have to also look at the
contaminants that we are putting into our own selves. |
think that everything that happens within us gets
reflected out there and perhaps if we start to look at the
contaminants and so on that we are putting into our own
bodies, we won’t be reflecting so much eagerness of
others contaminating our land, our food, and our
waters.”
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Consequences of contamination

Of all the Arctic countries, Russia has the cruelest
environmental mess to deal with. Irna Appa, a delegate
from Chukotka, talked about the poor state of her
Chukotkan homeland. Appa’s description of their situa-
tion of continuous dumping of toxic waste, the release of
gigantic amounts of pollutant gases, and severe water
contamination in the Chukotka region painted the picture
of a repulsive landscape. Seventy percent of marine
mammals were contaminated in 1994 by pollution from
hydrocarbons and gases, (There are reports of catching
seals there with absolutely no fur). Radioactivity from
nuclear waste dumping in the region is 100 times above
the accepted rate, and reindeer populations and their
pasture lands have been destroyed by tundra fires. ICC
has been actively monitoring the miserable plight of
Chukotkan Inuit over the past three years.

bdd

These three women were among the Inuit delegates from Chukotka
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Julie Kitka, President of the Alaska Federation of
Natives, explained that the Inuit lifestyle in the
Circumpolar Arctic depends upon traditional practices
and natural resources, and the diminishment or loss of
natural resources could be catastrophic. “It is a question
of whether our villages will survive as human com-
munities through the 21st Century,” she says. Kitka is
worried because there are no Arctic specific measures in
place. Furthermore, those international arrangements
that do cover the Arctic usually lack any expertise in the
harsh conditions typical of the Arctic.

Robert Rexford, an Alaskan hunter and Special
Assistant to the mayor of the North Slope Burrough,
stood at the podium to describe the problem of “Arctic
haze” pollution — evident in the winter, the mass of
Arctic haze is roughly the size of the African continent.
Arctic residents live in the atmosphere of Arctic haze,
while those in the South, where these blameworthy air-
ﬁorne contaminants originate, are not covered by Arctic

aze.

Leslie Whitby, Director of Environment and
Renewable Resources for Indian and Northern Affairs
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Environmental Contamination

Canada, and Chairperson for the Arctic Environmental
Protection Strategy (AEPS) Task Force on Sustainable
Development, described the phenomena of Persistent
Organic Pollutants (“POPs”) in the Arctic atmosphere.
Chemicals from industrial pollutants and those which are
sprayed on crops in other parts of the world are resistant
to breakdown, and travel naturally such as by ocean cur-
rents air currents. POPs are attracted to the cold, and
find their way to the Arctic.

At very high levels they can cause
tumors and other problems such as
depressing the immune system. POPs
mimic female hormones and can cause
low sperm counts in men, she said.

Whitby also mentioned a study in
Nunavik which indicated that “levels of
certain POPs in the breast milk of Inuit
women who regularly consume fish and
marine mammals are among the highest
in the world. Five to eight times higher
than in Southern Canada,” She also
noted “In the mid-1980s, poor communi-
cation of this information generated fear and concern
about breast feeding infants.”
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Reasons for rational insight

Comments and discussions of environmental
contamination were often brought up throughout the
week. And in a presentation to the panel on environmen-
tal contamination, Ingmar Egede, Vice President for ICC
Greenland, made an appeal for Inuit not to become
overly anxious or worried about the effects of
environmental contaminants in Arctic country foods.
“While we fight to keep our foods safe, we must
remember why our foods are so important to us. We
must not let the fear of contaminants cause more prob-
lems than the contaminants themselves.

It seemed that just about everyone has a story to
tell. For example, delegates were concerned about the
high number of cancer victims among Inuit populations
— possibly due to environmental contaminants. There
was concern expressed about the fact that migratory
birds travel thousands of kilometers through polluted
territory and are then hunted and consumed in the North.
There is serious concern in Greenland about the problem
of US military debris at Thule Air Force Base which
closed in 1968. Northerners are concerned about people
who come to the North and stay for a while, contaminate
the environment, and then leave again.

An ICC pamphlet titled Communication about
Contaminants in Country Food: the Experience in
Aboriginal Communities, explains that sparse information
obtained from scattered sources is often incomplete and

bNLo*<4dl,
Passionate drumming was part of the entertainment that took place every
evening of the conference

is sometimes inaccurate. The result is frequently that

aPPACP o NC Lo, ADPDB'd" AoAS people tend to fill their own information needs by gossip-
o ndP?*rC AP Y LA D0 D® P22 NPrA™L- ing and making up explanations. The ICC literature
o EEVEALS BPDSCEILIE, CALAcEY, dAKI 5, points out that “contaminants gossip” of this nature can
hESelcCAE 0P, AwAf IAFMC Aconal often be incorrect and misleading.
A A A ABDS BONPSPE  BELPAae, “If we are concerned about our foods because we
ACLh o< dtL.5 ‘dAc > have heard reports of different types of contaminants

APS ALAcSAes Cdlderdod, "dtdrh e found in them, we must also consider what happens
aPhots PEOSPNMNCHJ ol 3" e bR when we switch our diets, switch our ways of getting
b A De" o-n_&n IsERD P ASEESR EL o eSS food, switch the ways we share with each other,” said
AoA® P M2a® ond® AsdA*a P2, PP Greenlander Ingmar Egede.
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In terms of nutrition, he says the traditional Inuit diet
is just as healthy as it was when our ancestors arrived in
the Arctic. On the other hand, a diet of southern foods,
which the Inuit metabolism is not accustomed to, may
lead to diseases such as heart disease, diabetes, and
obesity.

From a spiritual point of view, Egede says, “Pork
chops and seal meat cannot be compared. It is some-
times said that ‘you are what you eat’. If this is true, then
those who eat Inuit foods must be Inuit. Our foods also
feed our souls. When | eat Inuit food | know who | am. |
feel the connection to the land, to our people, to our way
of life.” He also stressed that breast-feeding mothers
should take care not to be fearful of PCB contamination
and should continue to breast feed their babies, which is
important for physical and emotional bonding.

Egede also defined the social importance that is
derived from hunting, such as “the upbringing to hunting,
the hunt itself, the upbringing to be a hunter’s wife, the
processing of food, the sharing of meat — all are to be
seen as a ‘social glue' that shapes our minds and our
feelings of belonging to a society.”

Inuit knowledge and Western science

A theme that was carried throughout deliberations to
find answers to environmental problems was that
traditional Inuit knowledge is applicable and should be
central to effective Arctic environmental preservation. In
fact, the protection of the “Inuit way of life — a human
right” (which was the theme for the ICC General Meet-
ing), includes the right of protection for the Arctic
environment, plants, and animals, while continuing to
use them in a “sustainable manner”.

Alaskan delegate Charlie Johnson also asserted the
value of Inuit knowledge as intellectual property which
should come at a price. So far, he says, “co-operative
management” has meant that the governments manage
and the Inuit co-operate. But this should be changed to
“‘co-management” — an equal partnership which
includes input and direction from all sources of expertise.

Inuit and other indigenous peoples now have a
United Nations-based directive to work with others in for-
mulating strategies to halt and reverse the degradation of
the environment through Agenda 21 which was produced
at the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development (at the 1992 earth summit in Rio de Ja-
neiro, Brazil). Agenda 21 is described as “a blueprint for
action by the world to do something for the earth and its
people before it is too late.” ICC has analyzed each
chapter of Agenda 21 from a circumpolar Inuit perspec-
tive, which has culminated in the production of a report
— An Analysis of Agenda 21 from an Inuit perspective -
Implications and Recommendations.

Chapter 26 of Agenda 21 has special implications
for Inuit and other Indigenous peoples by recognizing
that they have developed over many generations, “a
holistic traditional scientific knowledge of their lands,
natural resources and environment.”

Itis ICC's view that Agenda 217 recognizes the need
to give global priority to indigenous concerns and thus to
the participation of Inuit in decision making. Agenda 21
gives Inuit an opportunity to push for support and Inuit
participation in the decision making process, recognition
of Inuit traditional values and practices, and to view
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BOB MESHER

Ailring Concerns on
Environmental Contamination

traditional Inuit knowledge as invaluable tools for
resource management.

“Our common dream in Canada is to restore
confidence in the traditional diets,” concludes Canadian
POPs specialist Leslie Whitby. Solutions to environ-
mental contamination problems need to be designed by
the people most effected, “because they are the only
ones that understand the problems that they are faced
with,” she says.

Time and again it was stressed that partnerships
between Western scientific knowledge and Inuit know-
ledge are important. Many complaints were heard that
scientific information is not being fully and accurately
revealed to Inuit, and that research findings need to be
distributed to the public in layman’s language which is to
the point and can be more easily translated into Inuktitut.

Whitby spoke of the similarities between Western
science and traditional Inuit methods of gathering infor-
mation through observation, and then sharing the find-
ings with others. Dissemination of this knowledge differs
in that Inuit knowledge is passed on orally while
scientists write a lot of technical papers. She also
highlighted the value of both Inuit Elders and older scien-
tists as the “beholders of wisdom.”

“Lets find some ways to find the value in each
others' systems. Maybe you are observing changes that
we (scientists) need to know in order to put that puzzle

BNLMC*PLE® 0o 'BMNlo* ATJIBNHBA9I¢ < cA 278N

Delegates break for caucus during the July 27th talks

together,” she appealed.

Whitby would also like to see more Inuit youth and
women entering into the field of science and technology,
especially with the seemingly boundless possibilities of
doing research via the information highway. “The best
thing about it is that you don't really have to leave home
in order to operate — in order to influence the world,”
she stated.

Nunavik's Hunting Fishing and Trapping Association
President Bobby Barron, during an environmental
discussion period, mentioned reports of environmental
disturbances and contamination in Labrador and

MAKIVIK NEWS
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Airing Concerns on
Environmental
contamination

northern Quebec. He called for continual scientific
research into the health of Arctic wildlife. Uncontami-
nated resources provide not only food and other primary
products to the hunter and his own community, but they
also provide a source of revenue.

Bobby Barron said, “If we are to exchange country
foods we have to ensure that these meats are not
contaminated. Our animals could be in danger of
contamination so the environmentalists and other people
involved should have a say and be able to report to us. If
we know that our food is not contaminated, then we will
be able to market the meat in other regions,” He ended

NBES™ & o PLICP < sa A-M B 4N
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Mark Papigatuk and Bobby Barron represented Nunavik's Hunting, Fishing and
Trapping Association at the Assembly

his comments saying, “these animals are our food, our
clothing, and a possible source of revenue. We are using
our animals today, and plan to continue to do so in the
future.”

To sum up

It was generally agreed that the earth is definitely
suffering from all sources of pollution, and that the Arctic
is an “early warning system” to this problem. The Inuit
way of life and the Arctic environment are inseparable. It
is important to have the facts and not to let the intimida-
tion of "contaminants gossip” do more harm than the
contamination, itself. Western science and Inuit
knowledge must work together to find solutions — this
problem should not become another “big business” in
which the Qalluanaat can “look after” the Inuit without
meaningful Inuit contribution. And contemporary know-
ledge on contaminants must be solid, factual, and
presented in such as way as to show the whole picture in
a language that is understandable to the general
population of those most affected.

At the Iqaluit airport, the Canadian participants of
the ICC General Assembly in Alaska were lined up and
checked backed into Canada by customs officials. The
Arctic landscape that we had just flown over was breath-
taking to see — and certainly quite pristine. The First Air
charter that carried us home, however, travelled on the
same air that carries environmental contaminants.
Pollution has no passport. We hope that it remains only
the view, and not the foulness of air, that takes away the
breath of those who are fortunate enough to experience
the Arctic landscape of the future, -
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The Political and the
Economic: Developing
in Tandem at I1CC

by Stephen Hendrie

However you slice it, the political and economic
developments witnessed at the ICC Assembly in Nome
were very much fused together. Power tends to follow
economic clout. In the Arctic countries, the Inuit who
have been successful in developing themselves
politically, are those who have also had a measure of
success in developing themselves economically follow-
ing the settling of land claims.

Thus it is not surprising that Canada, where Nunavik
has been a political reality for 20
years, and Nunavut is a new
political reality, contributed
massively to the organization
and agenda of the conference.
And, it ended up with the
presidency to the surprise, and
probable consternation of the
Greenland delegation, who no
doubt felt that by convention it
was their turn. This is in addition
to Canada having the only Arctic
Ambassador, Mary Simon, who
was a past President of both
ICC and Makivik Corporation.
Ambassador Simon is on the
cusp of developing an Arctic
Council that would herald a new
era in Inuit development in
general.

Collectively, though, the Inuit political and economic
developments at the international level continue to
advance, despite major new obstacles that have
cropped up in recent years: plummeting budgets, radical
animal rights agendas, inconsiderate legislation, the new
political “Right Wing” in the U.S., and for the Russians —
general chaos.

On Wednesday afternoon, Mary Simon gave a
speech outlining the proposed Arctic Council. As recent
as June of 1995 all eight countries (including the previous
holdout — the U.S.) met in Ottawa to draft the structure
of the Arctic Council. The eight countries are Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, the Russian
Federation, United States, and Canada. The Arctic
Council would be composed of ministers from these
countries. While its role would mostly focus on over-
seeing Arctic environmental initiatives, it will be an
intergovernmental forum to discuss any Arctic matters. A
further meeting is planned in March 1996 to sign the draft
charter for the creation of the Arctic Council.

Earlier in the week, Rosemarie Kuptana, President of
the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada (ITC) reported on issues
facing Inuit in Canada. Included in the report were the
threats to the Inuit way of life contained in proposed
legislation by the Canadian government in Bill C-68 (gun
control). Kuptana indicated that the passage of the Bill
would make it more difficult for Inuit to hunt if the appli-
cation of the new law were not changed to reflect the
way Inuit use guns for subsistence hunting. Similarly, at
the international level, ITC is facing a serious threat from
the European Community, which will introduce a ban on

MAKIVIK NEWS
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furs caught in leg-hold traps. Here, the IT_C has rnade
some progress by countering the Animal Rights
disinformation campaigns with solid information about
the Inuit Way of Life, the theme of the ICC Assembly.

On other political fronts in Canada, Inuit are
developing well. The implementation of the Nunavut
Agreement is starting in the former eastern part of the
Northwest Territories (though a capital for Nunavut still
has to be chosen). In Nunavik, talks with the Quebec

Martha Greig attended the conference as an observer

Government regarding the creation of a Nunavik
Assembly are progressing. The Quebec referendum was
not a topic of lengthy debate at the ICC Assembly. It was
noted, but in the context of the message that Inuit, not
southern governments, would decide their future. This
political message was also stated by Makivik on
December 8, 1994 in a press conference.

As the Assembly was held in Nome, many Alaskan
Inupiat and Yu'Pik were guite vocal about the state they find
themselves in at this point in time. To be blunt about it, they
are facing threats in the form of legislation, and in the form
of pressure from the new right in the United States against
what they are referred to in legislation as rural citizens. The
term “rural citizen” is a cruel irony. Rural means outside of
the city, thus it is a white person's perspective of the Inuit of
Alaska, while citizen is used paradoxically because the “Es-
kimos” of this part of the circumpolar north are not recog-
nized as citizens of their own country, the United States of
America. Clearly, the Alaskan delegates spoke out against
a litany of the new wave of colonial legislation that they are
currently at a loss to fight against. Charles Edwardsen
stated loudly on more than one occasion that they had
exhausted local measures to deal with the issue.

Edwardsen was just articulating what had been
written in a State commission report on the lot of
Eskimos in Alaska. The Report of the Alaska Natives
Commission was quoted on the opening day of the
meeting by Julie Kitka, President of the Alaska
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Federation of Natives. She noted the main issues facing
native peoples in Alaska over the past five years:
subsistence and self-government.

The subsistence issue is not so much the ability to
hunt, but rather the legal recognition of the right to hunt.
The status of subsistence is caught in a

legal quagmire, and is resulting in a
debilitating social and political atmos-
phere for the native people of Alaska.
The issue of self-government for
Alaskan Inuit is not one where there is
genuine work being done to develop
structures of new native governments, as
is being done in Nunavik and Nunavut,
but rather another legal battle for the
recognition of the right to be self-govern-
ing. As Julie Kitka explained, natives in
the southern 48 states have a different
political status, and self-government
right. She stated that the village councils in Alaskan
villages are like tribes in the South 48 states, and should
be treated as such. This is the basis for several legal
cases winding their way through the federal U.S. courts.
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Nome is located on the west coast of Alaska, on the Bering Sea. The beach front goes on for miles and miles; During the week of the ICC General Assembly

the weather was sunny and warm, like this
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Across the Bering Strait in the Chukotkan region, the
Russian Yup'lk stated bluntly that since the fall of
communism, political and economic structures have de-
teriorated for them. This has co-incided with increasing
relations with the Inuit Circumpolar Conference. It was
good to observe that many of the Russian delegates
were back from the Assembly held in Inuvik in 1992.
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Dmitri Koluzatov, a businessman in Uelkal
(interviewed in 1992 for Makivik News), was a panel
member on Economic Development. During his speech
he stated that many businesses, including his own,
cannot afford to actually pay their workers regularly. In
the case of his business (a fox farming operation), he
pays them about every four months. He listed numerous
problems facing his business, such as interest rates of
230% per year at the bank, environmental devastation of
shrimp beds which caused walrus populations to disap-
pear, the end of whale meat shipments (both walrus and
whale were used as fox feed), and the breakdown of
relations between suppliers and manufacturers.

In an interview after his speech, we asked how

L= d - Al Per/4aAre
Dmitri Koluzatov runs a fox fur company in Uelkal, Chukotka

A da¥d* NMLtedoe* APYAAcA®
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workers survive if they are not paid, and why they
continue to work at his company. He explained, with the
help of translator Natalie Novic, that all businesses are in
the same predicament. Workers don’t change jobs
because it is the same elsewhere. They are loyal to his
company because they believe in Dmitri, and he also has
a store which he uses to provide them with
essential foodstuffs, such as meat, sugar,
and flour. We asked how he manages with
interest rates of 230% at the bank. He says
f it's not like the West where you would sell
your goods, make a profit, and reimburse
the bank. He has to find the money in a
barter economy. He will exchange his fox
pelts for other goods, and exchange those
goods for something else, until he reaches
a point where he has enough money to
“face the interest rates” as he put it.
Finally, we noted that when we spoke three
years ago in Inuvik, the Soviet Union was
in the early stages of being dismantled.
When asked how that compares with today’s situation.
Kozulatov says, “It has worsened considerably. We were
seeing only the beginning of the fall at that time. In my
opinion, we're actually reaching bottom now.” He con-
cluded that attending the ICC Assembly provides him
with a lot of moral support to forge ahead, especially
when there is talk of forming partnerships with other Inuit
for the provision of essential things like boats and out-
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The Political and the Economic:

Developing in Tandem at ICC

board motors. Although humanitarian assistance has
been attempted by the Alaskans of the North Slope, no-
tably sending over six outboard motors, Russian cus-
toms officers seized the motors, returned three to Alaska,
and demanded exorbitant taxes on the remaining mo-
tors, which amounted to much more than what they were
worth. It seems that even helping the Chukotkans from
the outside is difficult. ICC intends to write to the Russian
government about this incident.

Speaking on behalf of Canada during the economic
development panel, Sheila Watt-Cloutier delivered the
speech that Makivik Treasurer Peter Adams would have
given (Peter stayed in Kuujjuaq because of a death in the
family). Peter's speech dealt with the 20 years of
development that has taken place since the signing of
the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement, and
the work Makivik Corporation has done in the field of
joint-ventures with other Inuit. The speech noted show-
case examples such as Pan Arctic Inuit Logistics (PAIL),
Unaaq Fisheries — a joint venture with Qigiktaaluk
Corporation under Makivik's subsidiary Seaku Fisheries
— and the air transportation agreement between First Air

Cr QsL<™b

Lot ActDelb

Makivik Secretary Sheila Watt-Cloutier was elected Canadian Vice-
President of ICC

and Greenlandair. Peter’'s speech ended on the hopeful
note that First Air is an Inuit-owned airline in which
Makivik hopes the ownership will soon be shared with
other Inuit groups in the Arctic.

To this business message, Sheila added the theme
of human development, one that was present from the
outset at this 7th ICC General Assembly. “We must
incorporate this empowerment spirit into this process so
that the people as well as our business savvy, and our
bank accounts are growing. We must work towards
building institutions — whether they are business,
schools, or service oriented — to be dependency
liberating rather than dependency producing. Many of
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our institutions make the mistake of growing with the
problems rather than alleviating them.”

The notion that new institutions are dependency
producing ones is one of the main issues that the Alaska
Natives Commission report identified as plaguing
Alaskan communities to this day. “The true nature of the
sickness which has spread throughout the Native villages
is the state of dependency which led to the loss of
direction and self-esteem. Everything else is of a
secondary nature — merely symptoms of the underlying
disease.” states the commission report on page six of its
Introduction.

This concept was also present during one of the
most passionate speeches of the conference, by Mayor
John Ahmaogak of the North Slope. As an invited guest,
he delivered a barn-burner of a speech on economic
development in his northern part of Alaska, chronicling
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the ills of being in a boom and bust economy because of
the oil and gas industry. But he also devoted a great deal
of his address on the importance of healing
communities, and overcoming dependencies on alcohol
and other substances. Also, contrary to many of the
messages coming out of the economic development
panel, Ahmaogak advocated people to “think small”, as
in small business. “It only takes a few people to make the
difference. These people are the backbone of your eco-
nomic development. Create ordinances that aid their sur-
vival,” he stated.

The Rapporteur for the session on economic
development, Makivik's Don Allard, had his hands full
balancing these two types of messages into a set of
recommendations for the ICC. These would later form
one or more of the resolutions that would be tabled on
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The Political and g:he
Economic: Developing
in Tandem at ICC

the final day of the Assembly.

The final day turned out to be a long one, as the
election of the new ICC president did not stray from the
theme of overcoming dependencies. There had been a
convention, or “gentleman’s agreement” within the ICC
over the course of its existence, going back to 1977, that
the presidency would alternate between countries.
Following this convention, it would have been
Greenland’s turn to elect the new president. They

ArddS AMThbae DL bet <NGAP LA
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Former ICC President Caleb Pungowi greets the new President,
Rosemarie Kuptana, of Canada
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nominated their candidate, Aggaluk Lynge on
Wednesday of the Assembly, however Canada also
nominated Rosemarie Kuptana.

Voting took three rounds on Friday evening, and as
delegates were settling down to the fourth round,
Greenland candidate Aggaluk Lynge requested
permission to speak. He stood and asked the Greenland
delegation to throw their support over to Rosemarie as
the new President, in the name of Inuit unity. With this
statesmanlike gesture, Lynge gave up a position he had
sought for many years. The Betz High School gym —
home of the Mighty Nanooks basketball team — erupted
in a boisterous standing ovation that would rival winning
the state championship. On the one hand, the applause
was Aggaluk’s for his gesture, and then attention shifted
to the far end of the room, where Rosemarie sat, and was
now standing and receiving hugs and kisses from mem-
bers of the Canadian delegation. The applause continued
as she walked to the podium, embraced Aggaluk, and
made her acceptance speech.

Also newly elected to the ICC Executive were Sheila
Watt-Cloutier and Joe Kunuk, the mayor of Igaluit. Aggaluk
Lynge and Kupik Kleist were elected for Greenland. Caleb
Pungowi and Ronald Brower were the Alaskan choices, and
Tatyana Achirgina, and Valentina Golubeva were chosen by
the Chukotkan delegation as their representatives. The
youth were also given a seat at the ICC executive, with
Bjorn Waever Johansen of Greenland taking the post. Work
will be done over the next three years to fully include the
Youth in the ICC executive.

With the Seventh ICC General Assembly over,
delegates retired to pack their bags, convene at the
Nome Recreation Center one last time for a banquet, and
for the Canadian and Greenland delegation, it was off to
the airport to catch a First Air Charter back home.
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AS Fall sets in, more of the pieces of the 1995 referen-
dum puzzle inevitably snap into place. The Quebec ques-
tion was announced when the National Assembly began
the fall session on Thursday September 7th. The ques-
tion is: “Do you agree that Quebec should become sov-
ereign after having made a formal offer to Canada for a
new economic and political partnership within the scope
of the bill respecting the future of Quebec and of the
agreement signed on June 12th, 1995?". The Quebec
referendum will be on October 30th. Inuit will also vote in
their own referendum on October 26th.

“Yes", or “No” to both gquestions.

It will be a season of absolute answers in a political
process that doesn't lend itself to absolute solutions.
Politics is not like math, where
1+1=2. There are many nuances, and
grey zones. Absolutes are rare
indeed, so when something as cut
and dried as a referendum comes up,
it causes a stir.

Heading into the summer, the
troika between Jacques Parizeau,
Lucien Bouchard, and Mario Dumont
had been signed on June 12th, and it
looked like a quiet summer would
ensue with an agreement between
the sovereignty leaders. The federal
strategy — to stay calm, and not
propose any constitutional alterna-
tives — would surely not disrupt the
summer calm.

While the great Lobster quote
kept reporters and cartoonists feast-
ing for most of July, the sovereignty
road-show revived the scribes the
following month, a press conference
held by Makivik and ITC zapped
people back to reality on the 21st of
August, and by early September the
hard truth of another referendum
descended on the nation like a
massive cold front.

First, the Lobster quote. In a
June briefing session on Quebec
sovereignty to European Ambassadors in Ottawa,
Jacques Parizeau reportedly described a “Yes” vote by
Quebecers as being like “lobsters thrown into a pot of
boiling water. Once they are in, they're cooked.” It both
amused and disgusted the public, sold lots of newspa-
pers, and contributed to the decline in political discourse
in this nation.

Then, in mid-August, the trio of Parizeau, Bouchard,
and Dumont took to the road in rural Quebec in a pre-ref-
erendum campaign that would last two weeks. In Aima,
on the 18th of August, Jacques Parizeau gave the first
hint of the Fall timetable: the National Assembly would
return on the 5th of September, and the vote would be
between October 30th and mid-November. The National
Assembly has never returned for a Fall session so early
in all its history. The usual date of return is the third
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Tuesday of October.

Meanwhile in Nunavik, the leadership changed at the
helm of Makivik Corporation. Simeonie Nalukturuk
resigned from his position in early August, a decision
confirmed on the 9th of August when the members of the
Makivik Board of Directors accepted the resignation.
They appointed Zebedee Nungak to the position until the
end of the term (March 1997), eliminating the need for a
fall election for a new president. Although Zebedee's
appointment as the new head of the Corporation and
chief political spokesperson of the Inuit of Nunavik
wasn't scheduled to begin officially until the 30th of
August, he took on the position with gusto, and partici-
pated in a series of decisive meetings in Toronto August
18-21 with Simeonie, Treasurer Peter Adams, and Secre-
tary Sheila Watt-Cloutier.

When Inuit leaders made their initial political state-
ment on December 8, 1994, it was said that a pan-Inuit
referendum would be held. At the Inuit Tapirisat Annual
General Meeting, held in Toronto, August 19-20, it was
announced that there would be no pan-Inuit referendum,
and only one in Quebec. Speaking on behalf of the Inuit
of Quebec, Zebedee Nungak explained that the vast dis-
tances that would have to be covered in the North, plus
the expenses of holding a vote, and the communications
required to inform Inuit across the Arctic contributed to
the decision to cancel the pan-Arctic Inuit referendum.

Jose Kusugak, President of Nunavik Tungavik Incor-
porated (Makivik's equivalent in Nunavut) expressed the
prevailing opinion among Inuit at the meeting. “We sup-
port what the Inuit of Nunavik are doing. Act in the
knowledge that you have our support,” a statement that
the ITC and ICC President, Rosemarie Kuptana also
made in a press conference held on Monday August 21,
1995,

The press conference, held at the Nunavik Booth of
the Inuit Spirit of the Arctic Pavilion at the Canadian
National Exhibition in Toronto, perfectly illustrated a key
Inuit message in the Quebec sovereignty
debate. While Zebedee was repeatedly asked
why Inuit are opposed to Quebec sovereignty,
and what Inuit of Quebec would do in case of
a “Yes" vote, it seems the reporters couldn’t
see the woods for the trees. The pavilion itself
contained vivid illustrations of the Inuit
collectivity stretching across the Canadian
Arctic. “Those are our cousins and aunts and
uncles,” said Zebedee many times to the reporters. “We
don’t want to be separated from them by a decision
made by others.”

So, the referendum stage is set for the Fall. Inuit will
vote twice. The first vote to express themselves as a dis-
tinct part of the province and to assert the Inuit right to
determine their own destiny, and the second — if history
repeats itself — to contribute to the “No” side, because
in a referendum, every vote counts.

If there is an absolute in this political process, it is
that no more southern pens will ever sign a document
that will determine the fate of the Inuit of Nunavik without
their complete and total participation. =
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Annie Gibeault chooses country
food for her guests at a patient
transit house in Montreal. She is
one of a number of housekeepers
committed to ensuring that
patients from Nunavik are
comfortable in the South. Story
and this photo by Bob Mesher.
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lf you are from Nunavik and have had to see a doctor in
Montreal, chances are that you have enjoyed the hospi-
tality of people like Bill and Mary Stone. They are two of
the many staff who run patient transit houses in the
Montreal area — making sure that Nunavik patients are
as comfortable as possible in a temporary ‘home away
from home'. The Dorval transit house that the Stones and
their co-worker, Pierette Rauthier, manage is located just
minutes away from the Montreal airport.

Patients under 18 or over 65
years old, depending upon their
level of independence, require
escorts who make up about 25%
of the Inuit guests at the Montreal
transit houses. The Dorval transit
accommodates mainly women
and children including a lot of
pregnant mothers and infants. In
the case of a new mother, she is
naturally the escort of her baby,
and often a patient as well. All of
the transit houses, however, take
in Inuit beneficiaries of every age
both male and female when
necessary.

There are presently six transit houses in Montreal
which serve Nunavik patients. They are coordinated by
the Patient Services Department of Module du Nord
Québec (MNQ) and function by two different arrange-
ments. Four of the houses are privately-contracted busi-
nesses. Patient Services provides the clientele for whom
they provide the hospitality. Payment to these private
businesses is on a per patient basis of $30.00 per night
for adults and for infants without an escort, and $19.00
for children. An extra amount is paid for “special and

MAKIVIK NEWS
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Comfortable and efficient accommodations are one aspect of patient care, transportation is another. Here patients take time to be photographed with Bill and
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“At the time that we decided to buy these two
houses there was a shortage of patient transit facilities in
the South and the government was making cutbacks. We
know that it is a government responsibility to provide
these services, but they were unable to accommodate
the needs of Inuit patients,” Adams explains.

Makivik and the Nunavik Regional Board of Health
and Social Services (NRBHSS) have also been
investigating the idea of having a larger patient transit
institution in Montreal rather than having several smaller
homes. Makivik and NRBHSS looked at one building that
was considered for this purpose but found it would have
been too expensive. Rather than make that investment,
at least for the present time, it was decided to continue
to maintain the two transit houses Makivik already owns.

Francine Hudon, Director of Planning and Program-
ming for NRBHSS says another concern is that patients
may not receive as much personal attention in a larger
institution. She says they have also considered obtaining
a third regular size Inuit-run house. Hudon explains that
the management of patient services which were previ-
ously cared for by MNQ, are in a stage of transition this
fall. The responsibility for all MNQ operations, including
the Inuit transit houses, will be handed to the Inulitsivik
Health Centre (based in Puvirnitug).

Each of the homes visited by Makivik News are
dedicated to providing the most comfort and care for
patients. The difference between these two management
schemes, however, is noticeably reflected in certain
conditions. For example, if a private transit house is paid
by the number of patients it receives, then the amount of
revenue they receive depends upon the number of
patients they serve. If they are not accommodating as
many patients to pay for overhead spending, then they
need to invest more frugally on patient care facilities and
groceries.

ras o=
Mary Stone showing guests to their room
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Patients at the two Makivik-owned foyers regu-
larly receive northern country food, which is purchased
from Inuksiutiit Arctic Foods Inc., in Kuujjuag. Also,
unilingual Inuit patients may feel more at home in these
two houses, as they each have hostesses who are fluent
in Inuktitut.

When asked how she feels about helping to run a
transit house, Mary Stone says, “I love it. | really enjoy
what | do.” She has not been to visit her home (Inukjuak)

MAKIVIK NEWS
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for five years. “I don’t need to,” she says. “Everyone
comes here.” The Stones have been working at the tran-
sit house since November, 1989. Bill Stone, who retired
from a civil servant’s position ten years ago, met his wife
Mary while working as a radio operator in Inukjuak in the
1950s.

The second Makivik-owned transit house in Lachine
is staffed by Bob and Annie Gibeault, and Susie and

o

b *C'he Ao sdlallLl Yo Ac AYPd* o Po“CASTP<™.
A dirt bike accident landed Johnny Elijasialuk at this Lachine Transit house

Manfred Kettler. The Gibeaults had been house parents
at a residence for the Northwest Territorial vocational
students in Ottawa when they heard of the planned pilot
project for a patient transit house in Lachine. Ten years
later, they continue to devote themselves to hosting Inuit
from Nunavik who are unfortunate enough to require
medical care in the South, but lucky enough to be their
guests. Caretakers at most of the transit houses are ada-
mant that their own one is the best.

When asked what is involved in operating a patient
foyer, Bob Gibeault says, “We do everything from A to Z.
You have to be a ‘jack of all trades and a master of none’.
It is just the same as in a home where you do everything
for your own family,” he says. In 1987, the house was
closed for four months and completely renovated after it
had been severely damaged by fire.

Guests at the Lachine transit house are age 16 years
and older. They receive many terminally ill patients and,
being the only patient transit house with a wheelchair
ramp, they also care for patients who have problems with
walking.

Annie (nee Nungak) appreciates the interaction with
other Inuit that her occupation provides. She is originally
from Inukjuak but moved with her family to Resolute Bay
at the age of eight. “We help each other. It is a two-way
street between us and the patients. Sometimes the best
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way | can serve the patients is to listen when they have
to talk. Some of the younger patients have living
problems and most become homesick. When we eat
country food we are like a big family,” she says.

Nancy Anderson is the Co-ordonnatrice for MNQ's
Patient Services Department in Montreal. She explains,
“Qur current goal is to reduce the number of patient
arrivals in the South. With more and improved medical
services in Nunavik, there should be fewer people

AP b P AN,
Hospital patients in Kuujjuaq board the patient services vehicle for a ride to the airport
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needing to come down in the future. Perhaps this will
reduce the need for as many foyers.”

Transit house workers hold regular meetings to
discuss more efficient means of serving patients and to
find solutions to common problems that they encounter.
For instance, they recently combined their ideas and
designed a poster which warns patients to be careful
about carrying parcels northward for others in case they
contain illegal drugs. The posters are displayed for all to
see. “These problems are by far the exception and not
the rule,” Anderson explains.

Patients can fill in anonymous comment forms about
the service at these transit houses. The forms are used
as a tool for getting improved services, as well as for
pointing out what they find positive about their experi-
ence. Nancy Anderson allowed Makivik News access to
this collection of files. Comments range from
complimenting the kind hospitality that they were given
and appreciation for the good food — especially country
foqd and fresh fruit — to some complaints about dirt and
noise.

MAKIVIK NEWS.
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Gigi Lepage with friends and family at a transit run by her and Micheline Theroux
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Fair to say, most of those who operate privately-run
transit houses deserve much credit for the care they pro-
vide to Inuit patients. As well, housekeepers visited by
Makivik News all expressed their appreciation of the
chance to know their patients and to learn about the Inuit
culture from them.

Patients who have gotten comfortable at a particular
transit house and need to return for Montreal appoint-
ments will frequently request to stay there again. This has
been the experience of Helen Wilson, who has been
hosting patients for the past five years. “Up until now, |
have had exactly 958 patients and escorts staying at my
place,” she recently told Makivik News. Sometimes
patients are so insistent to stay there that they say they
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will even sleep on the floor if necessary, says Helen.
(Zoning and safety rules, however, permit no more than
nine guests in a transit home at a time.)

Micheline Theroux and Gigi Lepage have been
operating a transit house together since July, 1991. They
get a lot of patients from Salluit, and talk about the
friendships which have developed between them and
people from Nunavik who have stayed with them. The
enthusiasm that these two women have for their guests
is evident in the way that they have remodeled the house
to create warm and open living quarters. Escorts and
patients who are able often chip in to help with chores
and maintenance. Micheline says they frequently go for
outings in the city, and she makes it a point to take first-
time guests on a car tour of Montreal.

Mina Tukai, a long-term patient from Inukjuak, has
lived at the Makivik-owned transits for nearly ten years,
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first in Lachine and presently in Dorval. This is necessary
because she receives regular dialysis treatment for a
serious kidney condition. Her daughter Eva visits from
Inukjuak twice a year. Mina is also glad when other
women her age, or patients from Inukjuak are placed at
the Dorval home. There is a constant community of Inuit

f Al B 5 Se . —d~. A¢ ACT
q4-L d¢  4CrT.

Helen Wilson and three guests from Kuujjuag: Charlotte Papak
Boulianne, Susie Adams, and Jessie Adams

in the Dorval area and patients regularly meet them at the
nearby shopping mall, especially on Thursdays and
Fridays. It is also a good location for meeting Nunavik
passengers at the airport.

Patient transit houses are only one aspect of the
whole process that is required in order for patients to
efficiently receive necessary medical care and gain
independence again. This includes a team of nurses,
interpreters, drivers, and administration staff.
“Flexibility is the key to assuring the smooth flow
of each patient stay,” says Nancy Anderson.

“The Patient Services team must work in
unison not only with each other but with the
many hospitals and support services each day. A
lost patient, a traffic jam, a delayed interpreter or
missing information about a patient can mean
reorganizing clinics and admissions that took
months to plan,” she explains.

Peter Adams says he has been lucky so far
in that he has never been a hospital patient in
Montreal. “One of these days it could be me
staying in one of the transit houses, but | hope not for a
long while ,” he says.

When asked if he has any advice for the workers at
the transit houses who care for their Inuit guests from
Nunavik, Peter Adams answers wittily, “Please be patient
with our patients.” 9
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Cleaning up the site at Port Burwell
(Killinig) began this summer fol-
lowing studies conducted in past
years. Story by Larry Watt. Photo
by Michael Barrett.
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Under the direction of the Second Vice President
Jackie Koneak, funding was obtained to start a clean-up
project in the summer of 1995 at the abandoned site of
Port Burwell, on Killinig Island, Northwest Territories.
A team of close to twenty people, most of which were
Killinirmiut, plus three Makivik Corporation employees,
spent thirty days in July and August either disposing of
or securing potentially dangerous and deteriorating
materials. Preparations essentially began last year when
an environmental survey was
conducted by Michael
Barrett, the person responsi-
ble for “special projects”
under the Makivik President’s
office, and some Inuit field
workers.

A report of this survey
was submitted to Indian and
Northern Affairs Canada by
Mr. Barrett, on behalf of
Makivik in September, 1994.
Funding to carry out the sur-
vey was procured from Indian
and Northern Affairs Canada
under the Northwest Territo-
ries Action on Waste Pro-
gram. Last summer's clean
up project is only the first phase out of possibly two more
phases spread over two consecutive summers. Makivik
News has attempted to highlight some of the aspects of
the clean up project mainly because it was initiated and
successfully carried out by Nunavik people themselves
through the coordination of Makivik Corporation.

MAKIVIK NEWS
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The 1994 survey »
The findings of the Killinig survey are categor:zed
mainly into two parts: 1) a description of materials and
facilities observed, and 2) an inventory list complete with
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recommendations for a reinstatement of facilities and
clean up of the site. The general observations of the site
in the summer of 1994 pointed to disturbing conditions
of the facilities and the surrounding physical environ-
ment.

Spillage onto the land from the fuel oil tanks was
apparent and many metal debris were nearby. This debris
also came from strewn portions of two large dismantled
fuel tanks. In the electrical shed, forty-five gallon drums
of engine oil and two electrical transformers were sur-
veyed; seventeen rusting and evidently leaking drums
were exposed to the environment near the shed at the
time of the survey. Other potentially dangerous products
such as battery acid and paint were not safely stored in
large quantities in buildings such as the municipal ware-
house.

Metal buildings like the fisheries plant appeared to be
structurally intact but were also open to the elements
because of ineffective main doors. Other buildings such as
the nursing station were deteriorated and vandalized by
polar bears. Similar losses were evident with the Co-op
building and the school which had both been damaged by
fire. The grounds were cluttered with abandoned supplies
such as cans of snowmobile and engine oil.

The survey also indicated other conditions requiring
restorative action. The solid waste disposal site was not
containing wastes properly, chiefly because it was situ-
ated too close to the shoreline. At the time of the survey,
the circumstances of the transformers on the electrical
poles were not known and some electrical poles lines
were disconnected. Some other wooden structures were
completely damaged by human and natural forces. Most

URTESY MICHAEL BARRETT
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Cleaning up Port Burwell, Killiniq

PHOTO COURTESY MIGHAEL BARRETT

of them had garbage in them and had holes in the roofs.
The site was also found to be in an unsatisfactory order
because of the many rubbish materials ranging from
household appliances to propane cylinders.

The thirty-day clean up
The clean up crew consisted of thirteen full-time and
four part-time workers. The three Makivik employees

LoMLNARS  patddSatat 4DAN

7| Clean-up workers with heavy equipment

Department, and Michael Barrett. Transportation to the
site was with the boat Aivik, owned by the community of
Killinig. Agreeably to the notion of having Nunavik do the
work, Barrett emphasized this point prior to the opera-
tion. “What we’re trying to do with the project is to give
the first choices for employment to the people who used
to live there, so we’ll be using the boat Aivik,” he says.

The thirty days of physically intensive work meant
“starting at eight in the morning and finishing at around
five thirty or six in the evening” said Barrett who is a
long-time resident of Nunavik. Although a significant
amount of work meant manhandling the contents of the
buildings and the outdoor debris, proper completion of
the clean up would not have been possible if it were not
for the use of heavy-duty vehicles already located on the
site. Two pieces of heavy equipment were used by the
Inuit workers to transport bulky remnants of the village
site to a new solid waste dump. Mr. Barrett met with peo-
ple from the Canadian Coast Guard, including their tech-
nicians, because their properties would have to be also
considered in the clean up process. He stated, “l was
amazed with the support we received from the Canadian
Coast Guard.” The Coast Guard lent a flat-bed tractor
vehicle, more well known as a “muskeg”.

Separate tasks were assigned to the workers from
time to time. One of them allotted to Sammy Arnatuinnag
was cutting and discharging the electrical wires. His

MAKIVIK NEWS
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responsibility was to cut lines of up to one mile in length
into twenty-five feet segments. The final step was to
bring them to the new dump. According to recommenda-
tion 6.7.2. in the survey, the fallen electrical wires had be-
come unsafe for the wildlife, particularly for the caribou.
The transformers still intact on the poles had to be re-
moved, tested for levels of dangerous chemicals, and
packaged until further handling to a proper location.

Paulusie Tumasi, once a resident of Killinig, also
took part in the clean up and had some comments and
points to make about the project in general. He started
by saying, “a lot of the physical work was handling the
metal debris.” He mentioned that they had to burn the
old snowmobile shack and take apart the rest of the
unrestoreable buildings. Mr. Tumasi noticed more avail-
able space in the already limited usable land after some
of the poles were cut down and kept for future use.

Throughout the years of Killinig occupation by many
different people, many barrels of drums accumulated to
the extent where there are now well over six hundred.
Tumasi’s description of these drums was, “some were
good but others were leaking. The extended ones were
bulky and hard to handle compared to regular-sized
drums.”

The physical environment is much cleaner now, but
Tumasi emphasized that it was “difficult to clean the land
on the site because of small scattered garbage and im-
mersed items such as old clothing.” The clean up itself
was importantly dependent upon finding and establish-
ing a new solid waste disposal site. Tumasi stated the
much-needed new dump, “had to established near the
site because land further away is too steep and rough.”
Tumasi also says certain parts of the site has too much
garbage to be fully cleaned in such a short clean up
project like last summer's. The locations he mentioned
were described in section 6.10.1 of the same survey
which states “special consideration should be given to
the clean up of the sites of the Co-op building and the
School.”

The two diesel fuel tanks, containing approximately
sixty thousand liters, were also not part of this summer’s
clean up project. The
survey recommended
that the fuel owned by
the Canadian Coast
Guard be transferred to
their tanks. Mr. Barrett
had met several of the
people from the Coast
Guard, including the
technicians, and arrived
an understanding that
the Coast Guard personnel would check the quality of oil
in the tanks this fall.

Remarks from the Second-Vice President and

conclusions

Makivik's Second-Vice President Jackie Koneak, sees
last summer’s clean up project at Port Burwell, Killinig, as
“very successful but not completed yet.” As pointed out in
the 1994 survey, the entire clean up of the site may have to
be done in three yearly phases; this summer’s being the first
phase. Having been reported to about the progress of the
initial clean up, Mr. Koneak stated that “the entire project is
probably only one-third finished.”
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A view of the site in June 1995 before the clean-up began
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Cleaning up Port Burwell, Killiniq

PHOTO COURTESY MICHAEL BARRETT

During a brief interview about the project, Koneak
discussed some of the history behind the abandonment
of the Killinig site. He began by saying that “when the
Northwest Territories decided to close down the school
and the nursing station situated on the site, our Inuit
leaders became concerned about their fellow beneficiar-
ies (of the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement)

aktJie
The site at the end of August, following the summer's work.

Alda, PA™L™ Aaldcb'Nare.

who had established their livelihood there.” Attempts
were made by the concerned Inuit leaders to halt the
abrupt development which was causing the people to
move out, but it was too late. Ever since this move took
place in the late 1970's, the site has essentially not been
permanently inhabited except for random visits by trav-
elling vessels and Inuit hunters and fishermen.

The issue of cleaning up the Killinig site “goes way
back”, according to Jackie. The Makivik Board of Direc-
tors eventually made a firm decision, by way of approv-
ing a resolution, to start dealing with the concerns for
cleaning up the abandoned site in October 1993. Part of
the resolution states that “Numerous sites within main-
land Nunavik in addition to adjacent offshore areas
remain littered...” It was this resolution that authorized
the Second Vice-President of Makivik to “initiate immedi-
ate efforts to solicit funds from Canada’s Arctic Environ-
mental Strategy Plan and other possible sources.” Some
of the authorized duties in the resolution are to complete
an inventory of areas of waste management concern in
Nunavik, and adjacent offshore areas; and prioritize spe-
cific locations of remedial clean up.

The clean up project was a sure step in removing
and securing some materials potentially hazardous to the
physical environment, human population, and the migra-
tory animals and birds. At the time of writing, a smaller
team was to return to the site in September to do a final
round of clean up and complete specific verifications of
the electrical transformers. Paulusie Tumasi reflected on
last summer’s clean up effort and did not want to omit a
public message about the restoration attempt of Killinig:
“People who go there should be more careful about
making it clean. It is an important route for travellers and
will remain that way in the future. We should all avoid
damaging the facilities there because future generations
will have to utilize them too,” he says. -
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Silas Cookieis presently the eldest
BOD member, as wellas the school
bus driver for Kuujjuaraapik. We
alsointroduce three other Makivik
Community Directors. Researched
by Bob Mesher and Martha

Inukpuk-lgaluk.
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Makiwk Community Directors — they are the voices
of their communities, as well as a combined voice that
speaks for the population of Inuit beneficiaries as a re-
gion, providing direction for Makivik Corporation in all its
varied concerns.

In our last edition of Makivik News, we began a se-
ries of introductions of the BOD members as of the most
recent election for seats on the Board in February, 1995.
This season we are presenting the remaining four BOD
members from that period; Jeannie Nungak, Paulusie
Angatookalook, Paulusie
Weetaluktuk, and Silas Cookie.
We hope these introductions
have provided our readers with a
useful understanding of these
Makivik representatives as the
individul leaders that they are.

Silas Cookie

Kuujjuaraapik, the south-
ernmost Nunavik community,
differs noticably from other
Nunavik communities in that
people from four main language
groups are at home in the same
town. This is reflected in the
four names that this town is regularly identified by:
Kuujjuaraapik, Whapmagoostui, Poste-de-la-Baleine,
and Great Whale River.

As the local Makivik community director, a Kuujjuar-
aapik municipal councillor, and president of the local
FCNQ, Silas Cookie represents well over 500 Inuit ben-
eficiaries — approximately one third of the whole town.
He was elected to fill the BOD seat which was vacated
by his son, David Cookie, who resigned in February,

MAKIVIK NEWS
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1995, Silas was on the Board for the previous term as
well. “I was really happy to get elected in order to help
Inuit, not just in Kuujjuaraapik, but all of Nunavik,” he
says. “People from all over ask about the state of
Makivik, and | am happy about it. | give them as accurate
information as | find possible. Makivik starts a process
(of getting something accomplished) even if it takes a
very long time to materilize. | just use the same process
too,” Silas explains.

Kuujjuaraapik has not been in the international lime-
light as much since Premier Parizeau put the Great
Whale hydro-electric project on ice in November, 1994.
Silas was involved in the hydro negotiations when they
first started, and like
other local leaders
during the Great Whale
negotiations heyday, he
was busy keeping the
community up to date

with the potential
project as well as keep-
< ing Inuit informed of
Vi Makivik's position
towards it. After the
Premier’'s announce-

ment, and even today,
some still wonder if this
super project will ever
come about. “Some
people thought it was
permanently stopped,
while some thought it
was only temporary,” he
says.

Silas expained,
“The potential hyro
project is still a big con-
cern because of the
possibilty of county

\ food being contami-
nated. The elders are
really vocal about it. The influx of (a large number of out-
side workers) could result in the young people being
affected negatively by the possible wider availibility of
alcohol and drugs or potential diseases being brought
up. The older generation is alarmed by these dangers
and they are holding firm for the young peoples’ sake.
The Elders are also concerned that we will not have fresh
water if the project goes ahead. There is no water
reservior nearby. When the tide is high the river becomes
saline. Even though the project is on hold, it does not
change the people's mind.”

For the past five years, Silas has been employed as
the local school bus driver. “When Kativik School Board
was formed, | did janitorial work for one year. Then, using
a regular truck, | began picking up children,” he says.

Silas recalls his first salaried employment with the
Canadian army in 1955. He went to Yellowknife to train
for construction work. Following a four-year period in a
Hamilton hospital, Silas returned to work for the army as
a fuel truck driver. “I have not slowed down up to now. |
changed employers throughout the years but | continue
to hold a steady job,” he says.

With his various political concerns, Silas has to
travel quite frequently, and communicates with the rest of
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Kuujjuaraapik over the FM radio as well as at public
meetings. He enjoys camping but does not get out as
much as he used to. When asked how he enjoys his work
these days, Silas replies, “It suits me perfectly.”

Jeannie Nungak

Jeannie Nungak, who had been employed as a so-
cial worker for nearly ten years, is now an Inuit History
teacher for secondary-grade students at Kangirsuk’s
Sautjuit School. She also taught Inuktitut classes in the
1970s, before the Kativik School Board was created.
Jeannie is the President of the Kangirsuk Education
Committee, and a member of the church vestry.

Two Kangirsuk Community Directors in a row have
resigned before the end of their term since Tommy
Kauki's leave from the Makivik BOD, so Jeannie decided
that she should do her best to fill the vacancy. “| became
interested that, since Kangirsuk did not have any local
BOD member, my community was not getting enough
feedback from the organization,” she says.

During her campaign, Jeannie specified some com-
munity needs that she hopes they will achieve. “I told my
people that | would like to help the youth, and to work at
getting a community recreation building,” she says. With
less adequate sports facilities at home, Jeannie is
disappointed to realize how it puts Kangirsuk youth at a
disadvantage in sports competitions against com-
munities who fare better in that area. She is also very
concerned about the problem of drug and alcohol abuse
among Inuit youth. “If there are a lot of alcohol and drugs
involved, | don’t think the young people have a very good
future unless something is done,” she says.

Another project that she hopes to see materialized—
budget permitting — is the smoothening out of
Kangirsuk's rocky shoreline, which would mean a
smoother landing for small boat and canoe owners.

MAKIVIK NEWS
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Jeannie also describes the need for beneficiaries in
Kangirsuk to take a more active and positive approach to
Makivik. “I would very much like to get them to look at
particular issues, to work together and support Maki\nk
as much as possible. Some really feel that Makivik is far
away from them, so | would like to have them come to
recognize it well,” she explains.

Jeannie has watched the evolution of Makivik since
the very beginning. "There have been a lot of changes. |
know how it was, starting from NQIA. It was very poor at
that time. But | can see that Makivik is a really big organi-
zation now. And very highly respected by the
governments and other bodies,” she says.

She expects no major changes in her life as the result
of her husband, Zebedee, becoming the new Makivik Presi-
dent. She says, “It seems the same as before, (when
Zebedee was the First Vise President). Jeannie also jokes,
“but there will likely be more phone calls for me to answer
as my husband’s ‘free receptionist’.”

Jeannie, who was born in an igloo between Aupaluk
and Kangirsuk, has lived in Kangirsuk nearly all her life.
She enjoys sewing by hand, playing the accordion, and
hunting and fishing with her husband. The Nungaks have
a special camping area about five miles south of
Kangirsuk.

Paulossie Angatookalook

Paulossie Angatookalook, the Makivik board mem-
ber in Chisasibi, sees the fact that most of the Inuit in the
community do not understand Inuktitut as a limiting
factor, especially for their future leaders. “I have been
trying to ask the younger people if they could do some-
thing more. The problem that they always have is that
they cannot read Inuktitut and they cannot understand
the language,” he says. Paulossie, whose first language
is Inuktitut, feels that this is partly why he was asked by
his comunity to sit on the Makivik BOD again. He
regained the position last February by acclaimation.

Another reason was likely because he, more than
anybody else, is most familiar with the local housing situ-
ation — a file that he has pursued ever since he has been
on the Makivik BOD. Since the Inuit of Chisasibi, and
their houses, were relocated from Fort George Island,
the need for improved homes and increased housing
units has become more urgent. As reported previously in
Makivik News, Makivik has agreed to finance the building
of these homes, and then ask for government compen-
sation for the project. Paulossie is also the chairperson
for the newly-formed Chisasibi Inuit Housing Committee.
They have made an accurate door-to-door survey of
specific housing needs and it is hoped that some
modern architectural plans which were designed espe-
cially for the northern climate will become a more con-
crete reality. “The Cree people invite us to use their
skating rink and the other public services. They provide
all of this, except for the new houses,” he explains.

Paulossie was born and raised in a small settiement
that existed about fifty miles north of Kuujjuaraapik. He
move to Kuujjuaraapik at the age of fourteen and moved
to Chisasibi in 1971, the home grounds of his wife and
“favorite person”, Lillian.

Another person that Paulossie has a great admira-
tion for is Billy Weetaluktuk, who used to be the Makivik

BOD for Chisasibi before him. Billy, his wife Mary (who
comes from Chisasibi), and their family relocated to

drLN=-sd.
Frost and unmistakable eyes. Paulusie Angatookalock prepared for
a hunt on the frozen James Bay
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Kuujjuaraapik, leaving their house available for another
Inuit family. In fact, Paulossie looks forward to the day
when Billy returns. “We feel that (the Weetaluktuks) can
help the Inuit of Chisasibi because one of these days |
will be giving up the position as a board member —
maybe one of these days we will need Billy as a leader
again,” he says.

Paulossie once worked a butcher for the Hudsons
Bay Store and is presently occupied as a hunter. Like
other Makivik Community Directors, he is the link
between the community and the Corporation. He finds
it difficult when he has a lot of information to share
with the community from a BOD meeting which has to
be communicated in English. “We hold meetings when
something has to be worked out, for example with the
housing issue or with the Inuit hunter support program.
| also talk on the FM in the evening or the afternoon,”
Paulossie says.

“l am getting to understand what Makivik is all
about,” he explains, adding, “We have to help each other
when we have a board meeting — to help the Inuit com-
munities and to help the other BODs when we are
working on concerns from the communities. | am proud
of what Makivik is doing right now. They are running
things in all of the Nunavik communities besides
Chisasibi. Makivik has helped a lot with arenas, commu-
nity centers, and with other items which the government
would not provide,” he says.

When asked what else he enjoys, Paulossie
describes the fun and activity at the annual summer Cree
celebrations on Fort George Island. He also looks for-
ward to opportunities to travel in Nunavik, he says, “with
the other BODs, to see the communities, to read
Inuktitut, and to see and talk to old friends so | will not
forget my Inuit language.”
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Paulusie Q. Weetaluktuk

We asked Paulusie Q. Weetaluktuk to explain how
he sees his role as Makivik's community director in
Inukjuak — a position that he has held now for nearly five
years: “Before and after Makivik meetings, (such as the
AGM) other delegates from the community and |
publicize the concerns and resolutions which will be
implemented. | also gather information from the ben-
eficiaries and present it at the meeting. When there is
some material from Makivik, | keep the population well
informed,” he says.

This task is not always simple, and at least in one
incident, has caused him some memorable displeasure.
Due to a series of complicated and sometimes mis-
leading deliberations about the proposed construction of
Inter-Community Trade facilities in Inukjuak, Paulusie
was once convinced that the project would come about
sooner than it is actually taking. “It did not materialize for
lack of sufficient funds. That was very hard, after inform-
ing the people to expect to be able to sell meat and it
turned out differently,” he says.

“It was the most challenging thing that | have had to
deal with since | have been the on the BOD,” Paulusie
remarks.

“All issues are equally important,” Paulusie explains,
“It is always a challenge when the requests made by the
Inuit to benefit a community are a struggle to obtain,
since the funds are not always available. People in our
community do not have much employment.”

He also describes the difficulty that occurs when
individual beneficiaries make requests to him for “their
share” of benefits. “It is a tight spot. Makivik moneys
are called beneficiaries equities, and yet individuals
cannot touch it because (these funds) are geared to-
wards the benefit of the collective. When | am prepar-
ing to leave for a meeting people speak up about it
more strongly, ” he says.

“Although projects in motion are always progressing,
Makivik's capital funds are in southern institutions trying
to earn interest,” he explains, adding “It is not earning as
much because of the decline of the dollar. That is why
some projects are drastically slowed down. Makivik's
operating costs are covered by the interest earned from
the capital funds.”

Today's concept of travel, especially for the official
purposes that Makivik Directors must often take, differs
from the type of travelling that Paulusie Weetaluktuk was
accustomed to in his earlier days. “| have hunted inland
by dog team, as well as to the Umiujaq area for seals.
Also to the North — | have hunted seals all along the
coast. Once, when | was a boy, | went beyond Umiujaq.
| have trapped inland and hunted caribou by dog team.
| have also been to all the interior of this area,” he says.
Paulusie was born and raised just 25 miles south of
Inukjuak. His family had always lived there until they
moved to settle in Inukjuak. Whenever he has the time,
Paulusie still likes to go away from the community, to
hunt and enjoy life on the land.

As a youth, he worked for a southern-based con-
tractor at housing construction in Inukjuak. He was also
a carving sales clerk with the FCNQ for 7 years. Paulusie
and his family once spent a full school year in Quebec
City, where he worked for the Kativik School Board as a
house parent for Inuit students. When asked how he
liked the experience, Paulusie says, “It was enjoyable
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CcCommunity Directors: Part TwWO

living in Quebec City as long as we did not think of going
home. As the date to go home got nearer, though, we be-
came anxious.” For two years in the mid-1980s, he also
served as the Mayor of Inukjuak.

Besides his seat on the Makivik BOD, Paulusie is
also on the Anguuvigaapik Wildlife Committee and the
Inukjuak FM Committee. “| am always at least verbally
supportive of other developments. For instance if people
are meeting to improve things in the community which
include the whole population — to discuss advancement
— | pitch in,” he says.

While on some points Paulusie does not withhold
any criticism of the Corporation, he is equally liberal with
praise: “I know Makivik is serving the population to the
best of its ability. The executives and the administrators
are always striving to push the governments to do its job.
| have, incidentally, felt that if Makivik had not kept re-
minding the governments to deliver its services, it would
take even longer than it does now. -
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BOD Meetings

Makivik News wishes to clarify the
following point that may have been
misleading to some readers in our last
edition:

A Makivik BOD meeting can be called
by either the President, by a minimum of
four BOD members, or by the Corporate
Secretary as directed to do so by the
President or by at least four BOD
members. An official meeting requires a
quorum of all elected BOD members, but
representing at least two thirds of the
Community Directors.
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Go to a restaurant in Tromso, Norway and you will readily see several

dishes on the menu which feature seal and other country foods . Nunavik

Arctic Foods and the Institut du tourisme et d’hotellerie du Quebec
(ITHQ) would like to see this
trend develop in Quebec res-
taurants. To entice southern
customers, several country
food recipes have been devel-
oped by chef Jean-Paul §
Grappe and his students at
ITHQ.

For five months, using caribou and ringed seal harvested by Nunavik Arctic
Foods, the students experimented with different cooking techniques and ingre-
dients. They marinated the meats in wine, beer and even milk and orange juice.
Then they boiled, baked, roasted, and sautéed, and added onions, spices, mus-
tard, and hot peppers. The result was a total of four caribou recipes, five seal
dishes, and six different flavours of smoked seal.

Once these recipes were formulated, restaurant owners and food critics from

2 throughout Quebec were invited to ITHQ to sample each of the dishes. The at-
- mosphere was extremely serious as the participants tasted — with great antici-
2 pation — smoked seal marinated in lemon and maple syrup, braised caribou with

endive, and seal smothered in lobster sauce. They then filled out questionnaires
which rated the dishes in terms of colour, taste, smell and texture and chose the ones they would serve or order in a res-
taurant. A tally of the scores showed the favourite recipes were Seal Pavés in Green Pepper Sauce and Caribou
Bourguignon... hopefully coming soon to a restaurant near you.
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NAF Management Information system in Place
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NAF has merged onto the information highway and completed a computer-
ized management information system (MIS). The MIS, called “The Harvester”,
was custom-designed by a Montreal g

computer firm. Its main purpose is to
ensure the conservation of all NAF har-
vested species. As such, it keeps track
of information like the gender and
weight of each animal brought into the plants, as well as the number of animals
harvested in each commercial zone (identified by the Hunting, Fishing and Trap-
ping Assaociation (HFTA) of each Nunavik community). This allows the HFTA to
ensure that any one zone is not over-harvested.

Some information, such as statistics on the animals is gathered manually in
the plants, faxed to the Montreal NAF office, and entered into the main computer
there. Other information, such as product inventory, is generated automatically
by a computer in the plant and transferred by modem to Montreal each night.

The Harvester will be in operation during NAF’s upcoming season. Plant em-
ployees will receive the necessary training in the fall.
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NAF's buyers are anxious for the next harvest season to be-
gin, as all of the inspected caribou produced last spring is al-
ready gone. Close to 15,000 kilos of meat products were sold
within Nunavik communities or to southern distributors.

The community processing plants are scheduled to reo-
pen for business in the middle of November — weather per-
mitting of course. On-site training by experienced butchers
will continue for each of the four plant managers during the
first month of operation.
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Inuvit Pavilion Stands out at CNE
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lnuit from across the Canadian Arctic wowed crowds of southern visitors to the llligqusivut: Spirit of the Arctic pavilion
at Toronto’s Canadian National Exhibition from August 18 to September 4.

At a gala opening ceremony on August 17th, it was clear from the start that there was something special in town.
When the Cape Dorset theater group staged a short one-act play depicting the plight
of modern Inuit, one of the lines was, “The Inuit are coming, the Inuit are coming.”
It was said with joy, and that spirit pervaded the pavilion.

Inuit had come to Toronto to share their culture with the South in a big way. From
across the Canadian Arctic Inuit displayed various aspects of their culture, from the
basket-making done in Labrador, to the development companies of the Inuvialuit.

Nunavik Inuit distinguished themselves by heralding the oldest modern land claims
agreement — the 20-year old James Bay Agreement. The Nunavik booth featured
information on the formation of Makivik and its current activities, the Kativik Regional
Government, the Kativik School Board, the Avataqg Cultural Institute, Tagramiut &
Nipingat Inc., and FCNQ.

Makivik executives Simeonie Nalukturuk, Zebedee Nungak, Peter Adams, and :z
Sheila Watt-Cloutier were on hand during the first week of the CNE to participate in it, &

and the ITC Annual Meeting. Z

Working at the Nunavik booth during its 18-day run were Winnie Mickeyook, Noah Partridge, Rita Novalinga, Annie
Gordon, Thomas Weetaltuk, Annie Augiak, Barbara Papigatuk, and May Makiuk. They answered thousands of questions from
visitors from all over the world who wanted to know about Inuit in general, and about the Inuit of Nunavik in particular.

A>P> dDc P> A o*<dlr Ipushin Operations at Inukjuak
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A sod-turning ceremony took place near Inukjuak
on September 3, 1995, to mark the official begin-
ning of operations for the Ipushin Intercontinental
Trading Company. Caribou from the Leaf River herd
will be corralled and selected according to Agricul-
ture Canada standards. The caribou meat will then
be butchered and fully processed at a local plant,
ready for retail markets.
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Hockey Mexican Style
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Eighteen young Kuujjuag hockey
players went to Mexico in June
1995 to compete at the four-day
international tournament held by
the native Azteca Indians. The -
Kuujjuag team of players between =
14 and 17 years old played in the =
“AA Midget” division. All four of
the “Round Robin” games were :
won by Kuujjuaq which competed =
against teams from Texas, Mexico,
and Montreal. In the gold medal =
competition, the Montreal team narrowly beat Kuujjuaqg by a final score of five to four. The trip was organized and coor-
dinated by Jean Dupuis and funded by community-level fund raising events such as bingo games, raffles, dances, and
canteens; as well as donations from organizations. Most of the funding was achieved by the youth themselves. Another
similar hockey tournament is being planned for this fall, this time in both the “Pee-Wee" and “Midget” categories.
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Unearthing the Past
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Last summer the Avataqg Cultural Institute
conducted a field research project for a site
that was chosen by the Kativik School
Board for the construction of the new
Nunavik college in Inukjuak. Avatag arche-
ologists and Inukjuak post secondary stu-
dents combed the area for ten weeks, and
found approximately 10,000 objects which
were mostly byproducts of tool construc-
tion by Dorset civilization from 1500 to
2000 years ago. Avataq's Archeology Department Director Daniel Gendrome explains that the evidence shows it was mainly a
knife-producing site, and over 1000 of the objects found there were cutting blades.
The Dorset site was first identified by the late Daniel Oweetaluktuk in the 1970s.
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The 20th anniversary of the signing of the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement
is November 11, 71995.

First Air has discontinued the sale of liquor on their HS748 service and, rather than serv-
ing free alcoholic drinks, will be offering a cash-bar on their Boeing 727 jet service.
Activity in Nain, Labrador, as a resuit of mining exploration projects at nearby Voisey Bay
has been so busy that Transport Canada officials have had to investigate ways to deal
with the problem of air traffic congestion.

Kuujjuaq residents last summer seen the grand opening of a community greenhouse, the
paving of some main streets, and construction of a sheltered swimming pool.

National Addictions Awareness Week is November 19 to 25, 1995.

August 30, 1995, Billy Ford, Charles Keelan, Jason Berthe, Charles Boulianne, Daniel
Stevens, Brian Jones, and Martin Leblanc, were the first officers to be sworn in to serve
on the new Nunavik Regional Police Force.

Youth Delegate Ben Watt of Kuujjuaq attended a United Nations Youth Conference in
August.

The next triennial assembly of the World Conservation Union, including Inuit participa-
tion, will be held in Montreal, October 1996.

The 7th Northern Justice Conference took place in Igaluit, N.W.T. and Nuuk, Greenland
in September, 1995.

Construction of the new Nunavik Vocational Education Centre, expected to be complete
by December, 1996, is now under way in Inukjuak.
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Inuit Summitt on Business Development
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The Candian Inuit Business Development Council (CIBDC) held a three-day &
conference in Toronto August 14-16. The Council was created following the Inuit £
Circumpolar Conference in Inuvik in 1992. It fosters the development of busi- &
nesses among Inuit groups in Canada. :

Simeonie Nalukturuk participated in the conference by giving a speech on the first day, and chairing a banquet sup-
per on the evening of August 15th.

Makivik has been instrumental in developing the tourism industry in Nunavik over the past five years. Tourism Officer
Peter Palmer participated in a panel discussion on Arctic Tourism, along with panelists from Nunavut, and the Canadian
Tourism Commission — a recently created association which promotes tourism across Canada and has a small compo-
nent of its budget for aboriginal tourism. Palmer stressed the need to sell the Arctic region as a whole, and increase
awareness in Arctic villages about the need to treat tourists well because it is a referral business.

Bruno Pilozzi, Department Head for Makivik’'s Economic Development Department also spoke at the conference
during a panel on the topic of Renewable Resources Harvesting and Product Marketing. Pilozzi described the process
involved in developing Nunavik Arctic Foods, Makivik’s newest subsidiary company.

Setting Free near Kuujjuaq
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A snowy owl (ookpik) that was rescued near the town
of Pintendre with a gunshot wound to the left wing was
treated at a clinic for birds of prey in Saint Hyacinthe and
later transferred to the Makivik Research Department in
Kuujjuaqg to be released.
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Harold Tincombe Honoured by Inuit
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A simple but profoundly moving ceremony was held for Mr. Harold
Tincombe at the Lachine General Hospital on Tuesday evening, June 20th.
Unable to attend the 1995 Makivik AGM in March because of ill-health,
Makivik Executives went to the hospital to make the presentation. Simeonie
Nalukturuk, Zebedee Nungak, and Sheila Watt-Cloutier, and Kangirsuk BOD
Member Jeannie Nungak attended on behalf of Makivik.

Mr. Tincombe had suffered a stroke and was in bed for the ceremony.
Zebedee described how Harold Tincombe had helped Inuit when they came
z down south in the early 1960s, and gave freely of his time, notably to assist
¢ Inuit patients when they required assistance with southern hospitals.
. Zebedee pointed out that it was entirely appropriate that many of the guests
= at the ceremony were Inuit patients.
= Then, he read the inscription on the plague, and Simeonie presented it

to Harold Tincombe shaking his hand. All the people present then lined up to
shake his hand. Louisa Cookie-Brown said, when she shook his hand, “All the love you gave is returning back to you.”
Zebedee said, “You took care of me when | was a little boy. I'll never forget you.”

Attending as well were Lolly Annahatak, Alacie Nalukturuk, Lucy Amagoalik, Suzanna Nayoumealuk, Annie
Ammituk, Maggie Okpik, and Mina Tukai. Relatives of Harold Tincome included his daughter Caroline MacDonald, and
Diane Furey and her husband Gordon. Longtime friend Fr. Ben Midlige and his wife Edna also attended.
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HE® A GRS - a9 New Home for Friendship

The Montreal Native Friendship
| Centre (MNFC) has relocated to a
~ larger building that can better accom-
modate the wide array of services
and programs that take place there.
The move coincides with MNFC's
20th anniversary. The Centre started
~, out as a student association at
Concordia University and quickly
became a part of the National Asso-
ciation of Friendship Centres. They
have been in the same building near
the Montreal General Hospital for the
past 18 years.
David Mohan, Socio-Cultural
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CAd L >endA® AoDA*aboSAcD®™, 7 Coordinator for the MNFC, says
Aol CHLC PN 2001 St-Laurent Boulevard, almost 50% of their clientele are Inuit. Now located z-;t 2051
APl dSACLT  Ac*c5A ot St-Laurent Boulevard, it is the largest Friendship in Quebec.
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Research Center Relocation
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< nity. The much needed relocation is being made possible by funding from Makivik Corporation
= and Kuujjuamuit Inc. Additional money is being sought from government agencies. The old
z center had many problems in the past because of the garage situated directly below the office.
z The move has been prompted in part by problems including fumes originating from the garage
% situated directly below the current office site. The research Center will be in the old Transport
Canada weather station overlooking the community. Besides being located in this more appropriate location, the newly renovated
infrastructure will house new and updated facilities including modern chemical analysis equipment. An official opening of the Center
is scheduled this fall and Center staff look forward to serving the needs of Nunavimiut regarding research and management of their
renewable resources. Visitors are welcome to see what they do.
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New Account of High Arctic Exiles
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R@locaﬁng Eden: The Images and Politics of Inuit
Exiles in the Canadian Arctic by Alan Rudolph Marcus
is an account of the Canadian government’s project
to relocate Inuit from Inukjuak (Port Harrison) to the ;L X
High Arctic in the 1950s.

Kangiqsujjuaq hosted the “Eastern Arctic
Summer Festival” from August 1 to August 7. The
official opening ceremony was one day before the
popular festival began. Contemporary games such
as floor hockey, soccer, and baseball were played.

There were also canoe paddling races.

Musical performances — another important
part of the festival — were provided by artists such
as the Salluit Band, accordion player Sammy
Saluarsiak, the Kuujjuag Youth Band, Kuujjuag's
Nunagatigiit Band, Pangnirtung’s Aujuittug Youth
Band, Jimmy Ehko, and Caroline Alexander.

The top three overall point standings at the
end of the competitions went to Kangigsujjuaq
(150 points), Salluit (65 points), and Kuujjuag (65
points). Nine communities sent athletes to this
year's festival.

A press release from its publishers says, “ Marcus combines
extenswe field work and archival research to offer a comprehen-
sive account of the relocation efforts. He presents detailed case
studies of relocation efforts and their consequences, including
interviews with many of the relocated Inuit and their families. And

- he considers how these issues interact with larger questions of

the presentation of the Inuit in the media and of the future of
Canadian policy towards its Native citizens. Marcus also offers
convincing evidence that the relocation policy was implemented
with anything but the “informed consent” of the Inuit claimed by
the government.”

This 271-page volume was published August 18, 1995 by
University Press of New England.
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Learning about energy: Stephan Muszinski talks about the wind power propeller and solar panel.
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On top of Sapukait Mountain, Odile Dumais explaining her career as a Nutrition specialist in outdoor
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Adamie Delisle of Salluit locating an archeological site with a GPS

Summer Science
Camp

by Diane Grenier

Last summer was the third time
for the science camp at Abloviaq
Fjord on the east coast of Ungava
Bay, with the goal of stimulating
interest in science and other
academic careers. Over thirty
young people from various Ungava
Bay communities participated in the
educational expeditions. Scientists
working on various northern
projects shared their enthusiasm for
scientific knowledge, crucial to
protecting and using the fragile but
hardy northern ecosystems, with
the students.

Expeditions lasted nine days, in
which subjects such as archeology,
biology, geology, meteorology,
ecology, and energy use were
learned about. The sites were
reached by boat or by hiking. The
Abloviaq Fjord location permitted
participants to investigate a multi-
tude of archeological sites along the
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Normand Goulet explaining some of the rock formations

length of the fjord, all the way to the
magnificent Torngat Mountains. Un-
der the guidance of archeologist
Louise Bernier and geologist
Normand Goulet, students found
quartzite originating in the Ramah
area of Labrador at a number of the
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sites. This rock, which is composed
almost entirely of quartz, was used
by the Inuit thousands of years ago
for making tools. Since quartzite
has been found all the way along
Ungava Bay, and also along the
Abloviaq Fjord, it is conceivable that
the early inhabitants used the fjord
as a quartzite trading route, which
forms a natural passage through the
Torngats between Labrador and
Ungava Bay.

Geology sessions took place
during hiking expeditions in the
Torngats. Students learned how the
mountains were formed, and about
mineral identification, erosion and
glaciation. They were able to see
how rock striations show that after
the last ice age, glaciers moved out
of the fjord in a north-west
direction. The geologists also
showed the students compass
orienteering, and how to use top-
ographic maps, aerial maps, and
global positioning systems (GPS).
The science camp base was near
the Sapukait River which is visited
annually by some 13000 Arctic char
that migrate between the fresh and
the salt water. At the end of July,
participants could observe the fish
heading upstream from the sea, into
the lakes where they spawn.
Biologist Sophie Robillard explained
their migration cycle, reproductive
and feeding habits, fish parasites,
and the importance of managing
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this resource through fishing quotas
and the control of water quality.

Caribou were also observed
near the camp, and were another
topic of instruction for biology.
Microscopes were used to look at
dissections from both caribou and
char and made it possible to
identify parasites, determine the
age of the fish, and study otoliths.
(Small bones near the ears of fish.)

Meteorology is a particularly
useful science in the North and
indispensable to the pilots who flew
into our camp. The identification
and significance of clouds and an
understanding of barometric pres-
sure variations make it possible to
forecast flying weather.

£ w&‘y ‘Q‘ ‘Q‘L
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Power for the camps was pro-
vided by solar and wind energy.
These were the topic of lectures by
Stephan Muszinski. The phenom-
enon of the tides in the bay across
from the camp was interesting to
everyone, and a reality with which
participants came face to face
every day because they had to walk
several kilometers to the boats. This
was a daily reminder of the perse-
verance and determination called
for in the advancement of science!

An international geology sym-
posium was organized for the final
week of the camp, bringing together
nine geologists from different coun-
tries including Australia, the U.S.A.,
and France. They spoke to the stu-
dents about their careers. For many
of them this was their first trip to
Nunavik — so with the convenience
of camp coordinator Diane Grenier,
the students arranged to give them
a fun initiation to the North. For sup-
per the geologists were served a
pot of bear head soup. Afterwards

5%

Students discover an archeological site in the Allurilik Fjord

they were treated to a “wolf visit”,
whereby a number of students
climbed up on nearby cliffs and
howled, pretending to be wolves at
night. In the beams of their flash-
lights, the geologists were able to
make out numerous pairs of eyes.

With no small degree of anxiety the
geologists hurried to move their
tents closer to the main camp site.
Their credulity shows how the road
to scientific knowledge is littered
with humorous anecdotes!
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Shirley White Dupuis

May 18, 1958

Kuujjuatugak

Cycling and walking
Registered Nurse

As yet undecided

To hike Torngak and/or Pangnirtung Monutains
Muttak

My (maternal) grandmother
Cycling

Fear of failure

Dirty dishes
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Rising Toward the
Future

by Teddy Shulman

The end of August not only
marked the end of another summer,
it also brought the resignation of
Sarah Airo, as Makivik's Youth
Coordinator. At the request of the
Council of the Kativik Regional
Government (KRG), Makivik's train-
ing role in supporting the Youth will
be handed over to Kativik School
Board (KSB) and KRG’s Recreation
Department. Sarah will be starting a
new chapter in her working career,
as she has taken a counselling job
in Kuujjuag's Jaanimmarik School.

It is very important to maintain
communication links with the youth
and we plan to continue support for
the annual Youth meetings and
maintain close ties with the young
population of Nunavik. This fall, the
Makivik Youth Department will be
presenting our Board of Directors
with a budget for continued support
for the youth. Included, will be a
proposal to replace the Youth
Coordinator with a new Political
Youth Liaison position.

When | consider all that Sarah
has learned and accomplished it is
hard to believe that she had only
been working as Makivik’'s Youth
Coordinator for three years.

Sarah commented in a recent
edition of the Makivik News how
she had to struggle to learn about
the political system of the region.
Well, it was a struggle that paid off.
Sarah not only learned a great deal
about the politics of Nunavik, but
also had the opportunity to meet
many key ranking government
officials while working to acquire
funding for wvarious regional,
national and international youth
events.

When Sarah started as
Makivik's Youth Coordinator she
was apprehensive about attending
the First Aboriginal Youth Confer-
ence in Quebec City. Since then,
she attended the Second Aboriginal
Youth Conference in Australia and
with the confidence acquired from
both of these important meetings,
she became one of the organizers
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A Decade of
Student Occupancy

The Student Services Department
of Kativik School Board and post-
secondary students have celebrated
ten years since the opening of the
original Inuktalik House — a resi-
dence for first year CEGEP students
from Nunavik. They are also happy to
be now at a new location practically
on the campus grounds of John
Abbott College, in Ste Anne De
Bellevue where they study.

It has taken KSB counsellors
two years to find such an appropri-
ate location. The newly-leased build-
ing can house up to 18 students and
is just a stone’s throw away from the
College’s native study centre and
other academic services.

of the First National Conference

held last November in Kuujjuaq.
Proof of Sarah's enhanced
political awareness can be seen in
the Youth Committees Working
Guide, of which Sarah was a major
contributor and consultant. As the
title indicates, this comprehensive
guide was designed to provide the
youth in each community with a
working model of how to
democratically operate a youth
committee. Youth Committee mem-
bers and executives are getting a
head-start on understanding the
political process. Time will show
Sarah’s influence. Today's youth
committee members have the
basics and are building their self-
confidence. Many have gone on to

important positions in their
communities.
Sarah worked hard to help in

the development of the summer
Youth Camps in Nunavik during her
time at Makivik. She was also in-
strumental in the success of our five
local Youth Agents.

One last point to mention is the
increased exposure in the Youth
Section of the Makivik News. In
spite of some difficulty, Sarah coor-
dinated the presentation of commu-
nity reports from the youth. She rec-
ognizes the importance of having
positive youth role models. Besides
being one herself, she was respon-
sible for the regular feature known
as “Nunavik Players.”

| know that Sarah will succeed
in whatever she wants to accom-
plish — she has proven that — and
even though we are not presently
working together, | will consider
myself fortunate to work with Sarah
again in the future. [
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Eric Atagotaaluk

April 25, 1973

Igaluit, Nunavut

Playing music and sports
Student

Getting involved in Inuit politics
To have my own business
Roasted caribou

My son Andrew

Ice hockey

Post secondary education
People who judge others without really
knowing them
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Youth Reps Meet
Quebec Minister

By Larry Watt

Preparations for youth-related
summer activities are usually well
underway before the month of June.
Among other successful youth
activities in Nunavik, the summer
camp projects have proven to be
very successful and well-liked by
the youth. With this kind of positive
history intact, Frankie Gordon (Sec-
tion Head of Recreation) and Sarah
Airo (Youth Coordinator of Makivik)
were very eager to meet the Munici-
pal Affairs Minister on June 12,
1995, regarding funding issues for
youth and specifically, summer
camp proposals.

The first item on the agenda
was to review the document
entitled, “Financial assistance
programs for recreation and
sports”, written by the Quebec
Ministry of Municipal Affairs
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Stream enhancement was one of the team activities at summer camp near Inukjuak last summer

(MAM). This document is essen-
tially an information brochure and
was directed at the native commu-
nities in Quebec. The three partici-
pants in the meeting; Frankie
Gordon, Sarah Airo, and André
Ouellet; discussed how the list of
programs might be applicable to
Nunavik. One of the problems
which they addressed was the fact
that these programs apply to the
province as a whole. However, the
participants continued to come up
with best possible strategies for
gaining access to these assist-
ance programs. Among other
points, Frankie brought up the
possible activity of sewing clubs.
Mr. Ouellet made it clear that the
number of programs listed in the

Dear Editor,

brochure might be applicable to
such types of projects.

Different funding methods were
also on the table. Most of the funds
for summer camps have been by
way of the budget proposal
method. Mr. Ouellet discussed the
possibility of accessing funds
based on capital purchases. Such
purchases would allow the general
funds to be directed at less expen-
sive equipment and wages. The
funds for capital expenditure could
be slated for up to 60% of purchas-
ing transportation equipment by the
provincial government department.
This type of funding scheme was
devised during the summer and had
not been fully utilized with the
summer camps up to this year. ww

Everyone knows | was the young mayor of Akulivik.
Now everybody is saying | backed out. You cannot judge
a book by its cover without even reading the book — you
read the book first and then you judge it.

| was discouraged for seven months, beginning with

the second month of my position as the mayor, by com-
ments like: “You're too young...You won't make it for two
years.” They were right, with a little help from my former
council. Unfortunately | didn't get much encouragement
from my community like most mayors do. Also, one or
two of the fellow councillors did a little damage to my self
esteem, but mainly one.

Thanks to me the Corporation budget is a bit more

<Rt

oo A"

o Gt T e L e | DR -3 A Gl B

CAL. LPE

>0 D%, oald\’

balanced. Thanks to me, this little community is starting
a new Northern store. And thanks to me, from here on,
no Nunavik community should ever get another 18-to-
23-year-old mayor again because he or she will be dis-
couraged on the first hour they slow down.

Everybody also should wonder: “Why does that little
pesky town keeps changing its leader within two years?”

Everybody...I'm not bad...I'm just young.

Simon Mukimmuk
Puvirnitug, Nunavik
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Wellness message o

Inukjuak’s Maison Anarraapik and the Muqrc:paf
Corporation of Inukjuak, jointly with Nunalitugait
Ikajuqgatigiittut and the Round Lake Treatment Centre (in
British Columbia) held a wellness training project in the
Hudson's Bay community from June 20 to September 16,
1995. The program was designed for residents, employ-
ees of treatment centres, and other interested persons in
Nunavik.

Eli Weetaluktuk,
Director of Maison
Anarraapik, says, “This
kind of Native outlined
training is needed to
fully address the needs
y of the public on mat-
ters concerning social

. issues.”
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The following is a description
that one anonymous participant
presented to Makivik News.

Dear Inuit,

Here are the things that |
learned while | was in Inukjuak. |
never realized it was there, but they
are and | just want to share them
| with you.

Inuit are stubborn, but they are
determined to find a better life
which will include traditional ways
that we almost lost because of the
arrival of the Qalluanaat a long time
ago.

The Inuit language is now
mixed with Qalluanaat language

Greenland animated one of
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because we let it happen. | can see
that Inuit are strong and will not lose their language be-
cause it is their identity. There are a lot of things about
Inuit that make them friendly, kind, and interesting.

We are lost souls because of drugs, alcohol, and
other stuff that came into our lives. But we, the Inuit, are
speaking now and we will find our souls with the help of
our Elders.

We know that we have lots of problems that we have
to face now and in the future. We have survived through
the changes that occurred 4 to 5 decades ago. We still
have it in our blood to survive and that is our key to any
problems. We will survive with our leader — our God in
Heaven.

| have learned a lot in Inukjuak. | have renewed my
culture and my heritage of being Inuit and | am glad that |
had the opportunity to attend the meeting with my fellow
Inuit and First Nation's people.

Anonymous
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Dear Makivik News,

| would like to mention that the local population of
Inukjuak shouldn’t play the Mystery Photo contest
because they are close to the Makivik office and they can
mail it locally.

For me, | would say that
there would be no problem if the
answers had to be mailed to
Montreal. | am not writing only
for myself. | am doing this for
everyone else that has this in
mind.

By the way, it's nice to play
the contest. Also, the magazine
was interesting as usual.

Jessie Nikki
Kuujjuag

Dear Jessie,

We insist that everyone mail
in their answers through the post office, therefore all
contestants have an equal chance at winning. Also, we
ensure that readers get seven to eight weeks after the
distribution of Makivik News in order to get their answers
in on time.

Thanks very much for entering the Mystery Photo
Contest as well as for your compliments. Good luck with
your entry!

Makivik News
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