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FOREWORD 

As we w i tness the phoen ix - l i ke r is ing f rom the past of P lace Roya le , the 

pr iv i leged spot on our Cont inen t wh ich Fron tenac ca l led " the capi ta l of 

an emp i re " , and as it r e s u m e s its charac ter as the f r amework of that 

mighty d r e a m , it is a surpr is ing ref lect ion that t hese impos ing s tone 

houses , p r o u d a n d u n s h a k e a b l e , h a v e su rv i ved as the mos t fa i thful 

w i tnesses of the g lor ies a n d mis fo r tunes of C a n a d a ' s dest iny. Indeed, 

they not on ly p roc la im the a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s of C h a m p l a i n and of Fron­

tenac; they a lso recal l the s o m b r e hours of the Capi tu la t ion . 

W e might have o f fered the publ ic a learned t reat ise, ful ly d o c u m e n t e d 

down to the very least detai l of these t ragic e v e n t s 1 . Ins tead, w e have 

chosen to pub l i sh the s imp le accoun t s of th ree on- the-spo t w i tnesses . 

Notes have been a d d e d ei ther to clari ty the m e a n i n g of cer ta in express ions 

or to ind icate l andmarks a n d po in ts of c o m p a r i s o n b e t w e e n the three 

texts. Of the severa l d ia r ies of the S iege of Quebec , the best k n o w n is 

that of Father Jean-Fé l i x Récher , w h i c h w a s pub l i shed in 1959 by the 

Soc ié té h is to r ique d e Q u é b e c 2 . Ano ther , le Journal du Siege de Que­

bec en 1759, wr i t ten by J e a n - C l a u d e Panet , w a s pub l ished in 1 8 6 6 3 . A 

third, by an a n o n y m o u s author , d i scove red in the a rch ives of the Sémina i re 

No t re -Dame, w a s pr in ted by A e g i d u s Fau teux in 1 9 2 1 , in the first Repor t 

of the Arch iv is t of the Prov ince of Q u e b e c (pp. 137-241) . 

The present book le t p resents three other eye -w i tness accoun ts by peop le 

(1 ) T h e p r i n c i p a l r e f e r e n c e b o o k is st i l l The Siege of Quebec and the Battle of the Plains of 
Abraham, D o u g h t y , A r t h u r a n d P a r m a l e e , G . W . , in 6 v o l u m e s . Q u e b e c , D u s s a u l t & P r o u l x 
1 9 0 1 . 

(2) Journal du siege de Québec, J e a n - F é l i x R é c h e r , Q u é b e c , S o c i é t é h i s t o r i q u e d u Q u é b e c , 

C a h i e r s d ' h i s t o i r e , N o . 1 1 , 1 9 5 9 . T e x t p r e s e n t e d a n d c o m m e n t e d b y R e v . H o n o r i u s P r o v o s t , 

A rch i v i s t of t h e S é m i n a i r e d e Q u é b e c . 

(3) Journal du siège de Quebec en 1759, P a n e t , J e a n - C l a u d e , M o n t r e a l , E u s è b e S é n è c a l , 6 , 
8 . 10 , r u e S a i n t V i n c e n t , 1 8 6 6 . 
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w h o we re persona l ly invo lved in the d ramat i c even ts of 1759 ; one a 

nar ra t ion wr i t ten after the S iege , a n d the o thers d iar ies or l ogbooks wh ich 

nar ra te the day by day d e v e l o p m e n t of the s i tuat ion. 

T h e identi ty of on ly one of the authors is k n o w n to us: the Nar ra t ion of 

the S iege of Q u e b e c in 1759 (Relation du siège de Québec en 1759) 

w a s wr i t ten by a nun of the Hôpi ta l Généra l of Q u e b e c , Sister Mar ie d e la 

Vis i ta t ion (Mar ie -Joseph Legardeur de Repen t igny , daugh te r of P ie r re ) 4 . 

The Engl ish vers ion w e g ive here w a s pub l i shed in 1826 on the occas ion of 

the unve i l ing , by Gove rno r Genera l Lord Da lhous ie of the Wo l f e -Mon tca lm 

m o n u m e n t in wha t w a s then the Sa in t -Lou is Pa lace g rounds . T h e t rans­

lator is un ident i f ied. 

The Diary of the Expedition on the Saint Lawrence River... etc, in the 

handwr i t ing of a Br i t ish off icer or sold ier , w a s pub l i shed in the N e w York 

Mercury , o n M o n d a y , D e c e m b e r 3 1 , 1759 (No. 3 8 5 ) 5 . 

T h e other d iary, bet ter k n o w n as The Siege of Quebec in 1759e, is a 

manusc r ip t d o c u m e n t , a copy of wh i ch w a s b rough t back f rom London , 

Eng land by Den is Ben jam in V ige r 7 , and pub l i shed in 1836 . T h e author 

must have been an off icer in the F rench a rmy. Th is text is pub l i shed in 

Engl ish for the first t ime, w e th ink, t hanks to the excel lent w o r k of the 

T rans la t ion Serv ice of the Q u e b e c Depar tmen t of C o m m u n i c a t i o n s . 

As is but natura l , the Relation is m o r e sens i t i ve than the two d iar ies wr i t ten 

by mi l i tary m e n . In a v iv id , color fu l s ty le the author , a c lo is tered nun , has 

the gift of e tch ing bri l l iant m in ia tu res of the var ious even ts wh ich occured 

dur ing the s iege. T h e accoun t ' s or ig inal i ty de r i ves f rom the au thor ' s specia l 

(4) Relation du siege de Québec en 7 7 5 9 , p r i n t e d a t t h e o f f i c e s o f The Mercury, B u a d e S t r e e t , 

Q u é b e c in 1 8 5 5 . 

(5 ) Diary of the Expedition on the St. Lawrence River, etc., p u b l i s h e d in t h e New-York 

Mercury, ( N o . 3 8 5 ) d a t e d N e w - Y o r k , D e c e m b e r 3 1 , 1 7 5 9 . 16 o c t a v o p a g e s . T r a n s l a t i o n 

p u b l i s h e d b y The Journal of Québec in 1 8 5 5 . 

(6 ) Copy of a manuscript in the Hartwell Library, England, 4 1 o c t a v o p a g e s , F r e c h e t t e e t C i e , 

8 r u e d e la M o n t a g n e , Q u é b e c . T h e o r i g i n a l m a n u s c r i p t is n o w in t h e A r c h i v e s o f t h e S é m i n a i r e 

d e Q u é b e c . 

(7 ) D e n i s B e n j a m i n V i g e r ( 1 7 7 4 — 1 8 6 1 ) 

A l e a d i n g po l i t i ca l f i g u r e in Q u é b e c in t h e f i rs t ha l f of t h e XV I I I t h c e n t u r y . E l e c t e d to t h e 

A s s e m b l y in 1 8 0 8 , h e w a s t h e c o n s t a n t s u p p o r t e r o f h i s c o u s i n , L o u i s - J o s e p h P a p i n e a u . In 

1 8 2 8 a n d 1 8 3 1 , h e w e n t to L o n d o n t o e x p l a i n t h e F r e n c h C a n a d i a n v i e w p o i n t . In 1 8 3 8 , h e w a s 

c h a r g e d w i t h i n c i t i n g t h e p e o p l e to r e v o l t a n d i m p r i s o n e d fo r 19 m o n t h s . U n d e r t h e U n i o n , h e 

c o n t i n u e d to p l a y a n o u t s t a n d i n g r ô l e o n t h e C a n a d i a n po l i t i ca l s c e n e . H e w a s t h e c o u s i n of 

J a c q u e s V i g e r , f i rs t M a y o r of M o n t r e a l . 
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viewpoint , for w e are g iven the impress ions of a h o m e front observer (the 

Hospi ta l Gene ra l w a s b e y o n d range of t he Br i t ish art i l lery), l iv ing in a k ind 

of neutral a rea in wh i ch the ded ica t ion to the sick of t hese nurs ing s isters 

makes abs t rac t ion , o n e migh t say, of nat iona l r ivalr ies. 

A l though the author sk ims fair ly rapid ly over the even ts lead ing up to 

September 13, and the Bat t le of A b r a h a m ' s He igh ts itself, she dwel ls on 

events wh ich fo l l owed , notab ly the coun te ra t tack led by Lev is , and all 

the var ious p rob lems the s i tuat ion i m p o s e d on the nuns of her hospi ta l . 

The Journal of the Expedition on the Saint Lawrence River... etc. is, 

all th ings c o n s i d e r e d , a d i s p a s s i o n a t e nar ra t ion of even t s , at t imes 

border ing on the stat is t ical . Yet , in spi te of the apparen t l y d i spass iona te 

tone, we can read b e t w e e n the l ines the terror the Indians insp i red in 

the Brit ish th roughou t the s iege . Cer ta in p a s s a g e s are b latant ly par t ia l , 

and leave no doub t as to t he nat ional i ty of the author , w h o is main ly 

interested in the cou rse of even ts lead ing up to S e p t e m b e r 13. 

Le Siège de Québec en 1759 is a copy of an or ig inal d o c u m e n t anno ta ted 

by C o m m o d o r e S c h o m b e r g , a n d later g iven by h im to one Cap ta in S m y t h , 

through w h o s e care it f inal ly reached the Har twel l L ibrary, in Eng land , 

where it still is. It is p resen ted here in Eng l ish for t he f irst t ime, w e th ink, 

from a copy m a d e in 1 8 3 1 , and pr inted in Q u e b e c in 1836. 

This accoun t is longer a n d m o r e de ta i led t han the f irst two d o c u m e n t s . 

Not only does it g ive a l ively account of the inc idents of the war , but 

it p rov ides p rec ious in format ion o n the civ i l and mi l i tary admin is t ra t ion 

during the f inal d a y s of the French Rég ime . T h e no tes we re p resumab ly 

added by C o m m o d o r e S c h o m b e r g , w h o has tens to recti fy cer ta in af f i rma­

tions m a d e by the author. T h e diary is l imi ted to even ts lead ing up to 

Sep tember 13, a n d the de fea t of M o n t c a l m is very br ief ly re la ted in a 

footnote by the Br i t ish commen ta to r . 

To this d iary is a p p e n d e d another d o c u m e n t , ob ta ined l ikewise by Den is 

Ben jamin Viger, this t ime f rom a pr ivate co l lec t ion , and b rough t by h im to 

Canada f rom Eng land , a n d pub l i shed at the s a m e t ime as the Diary. 

It is a Memor ia l , or Pet i t ion, add ressed to the Pr ime Min is ter of Eng land , 

Wi l l iam Pitt. 

John Den is d e Vi t ré w a s the son of the s a m e Den is d e V i t ré w h o , under 

duress, had p i lo ted Admi ra l Durre l l ' s f leet as far as Q u é b e c in 1759. 

The d o c u m e n t revea ls a c a s e of t r eason , at f i rst s ight of l itt le impor tance , 

but wh ich in the long run w a s of great c o n s e q u e n c e for the o u t c o m e 
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of the s t rugg le b e t w e e n F rance a n d Eng land . In his Memor ia l , the trai tor 's 
son goes so far as to c la im a pens ion f rom the Bri t ish G o v e r n m e n t , in 
gra t i tude for the serv ices rende red by his father to that coun t ry at the 
t ime of the S i e g e of Q u e b e c in 1759 . 

He c la ims that , by go ing over to the Eng l i sh , his fa ther had sus ta ined 
cons ide rab le f inanc ia l and mater ia l losses , and that his mother had been 
depr i ved of her pens ion s ince her return to F rance . T h e pet i t ioner makes 
h imsel f out a v ic t im of in just ice, s ince he has been unab le to obta in certain 
a d v a n t a g e s on accoun t of the at t i tude of his fami ly still in C a n a d a . In a 
pathet ic a p p e a l , he insists o n his o w n serv ice record in the Br i t ish Navy , not 
omi t t ing to e m p h a s i z e his k insh ip to severa l fami l ies of the French nobi l i ty. 

His dea l ings wi th the Eng l ish G o v e r n m e n t const i tu te none the less an 
adm iss ion of t he " e m i n e n t se rv i ces " his fa ther rende red to the British 
dur ing the S iege of Q u e b e c in 1759. 

T h e p resent book le t , pub l i shed or ig inal ly in F rench , has been publ ished 
in r esponse to the great n u m b e r of reques ts m a d e for an Eng l i sh vers ion 
by Eng l i sh -speak ing v is i tors to P lace Roya le in the last two yea rs . 

J e a n C laude Héber t 
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S I E G E OF Q U E B E C , 

NARRATIVE of the doings during the SIEOE Of QoKBEC, 
and the conquest of CANADA ; by a NUN of the General 
Hospital oj Qinbec, transmitted to a rcliyious Community 
of the same order, in France. 

M Y VEUY B 3 5 V K E E N D MOTHERS, 

As our constitution requires us to consult the other 
establishments of oui' Congregation, in any difficulties 
that may occur, tending to impede the progress of our 
holy Institution, it must also give you the same power, 
I imagine, when necessary to promote our edification. 
The simple narration, which I am about to give you, 
of what passed since the year 1755, when the English 
determined to use every effort to acquire this colony ; 
the part we took, by the immense labours which were 
consequently imposed upon us, will be the subject. 

The General Hospital is situated in the outer limits 
of Quebec, about half a mile from the walls. 

The lire, * from which our Sisters in Quebec have 
lately suffered, having rendered it impossible for them 
to continue fchek charge of the sick, Mr. Bigot, the In 

«TUcl luUIII i . i l (nunnery) had b«m recently destroyed by lin-, commu­
nicated by :\u incendiary. 

Fig. 1 

http://�TUclluUIIIi.il


Foo tno tes in italics w e r e a d d e d e i ther by the or ig ina l au tho rs , by copy is ts , 
or by the ed i tors of p rev ious ed i t ions . No tes added in t he p repara t ion of 
the p resent ed i t ion are in r o m a n t ype face . 
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SIEGE OF QUÉBEC IN 1759 

Translated from the French 

NARRATIVE of the doings during the Siege of Quebec, and the 
conquest of Canada; by a Nun of the General Hospital of Quebec, 
transmitted to a religious Community of the same order, in France. 

My very reve rend Mo the rs , 

As our Cons t i tu t ion requ i res us to consu l t the other es tab l i shmen ts of our 
Congrega t i on , in any di f f icu l t ies tha t m a y occur , tend ing to i m p e d e the 
progress of our holy Inst i tut ion, it mus t a lso g ive you the s a m e power , 
I imag ine , w h e n necessa ry to p romo te our ed i f icat ion. T h e s imp le narra­
t ion, wh i ch I a m abou t to g ive y o u , of wha t passed s ince the year 1755, 
when the Engl ish de te rm ined to use every effort to acqu i re th is co lony : 
the part w e took , by the i m m e n s e labours w h i c h w e r e consequen t l y 
imposed upon us, wi l l be the subject . 

The Genera l Hospi ta l is s i tua ted in the outer l imits of Q u e b e c , abou t half 
a mi le f r o m the wa l l s . 

The f i re,* f r om w h i c h our S is ters in Q u e b e c have lately su f fe red , hav ing 
rendered it imposs ib le for t h e m to con t inue their cha rge of the sick, Mr. 
Bigot, the Intendant (or G o v e r n o r ) of the count ry , p roposed that w e shou ld 
receive t h e m in our hosp i ta l . W e readi ly ag reed so to do ; be ing des i rous 
of render ing serv ice and zea lous ly ful f i l l ing the du t ies of our ca l l ing, t he 
Sisters lost no t ime in en ter ing upon the sac red work . His Ma jes ty , a t tent ive 
to the wan ts of his sub jec ts , and be ing in fo rmed of the p repara t ions m a k i n g 
by the Eng l i sh , d id not fai l to fo rward succour to t he coun t ry , cons is t ing 
in n u m e r o u s vesse ls , laden w i th mun i t i ons of war and prov is ions , of w h i c h 
we we re ent i re ly des t i tu te ; and severa l r eg imen ts , w h o landed in a deplor ­
able s ta te , unfi t for se rv ice , a great m a n y m e n hav ing d ied s o o n after. 

* The Hotel Dieu (nunnery) had been recently destroyed by fire, communicated by an 
incendiary. 
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T h e y we re suf fer ing f rom mal ignant feve r 1 . All the sick, of f icers and pri­

va tes , w e r e c o n v e y e d to our hosp i ta l , wh ich w a s insuf f ic ient to contain 

t h e m ; w e w e r e there fo re compe l l ed to fill mos t par ts of the bu i ld ing, e v e n to 

the c h u r c h , hav ing ob ta ined the permiss ion of the late b ishop Pontbr iand, 

our i l lustr ious prelate. He w h o s e zea l and char i ty all mus t readi ly acknow­

ledge, be ing des i rous of par tak ing in the labours of the A l m o n e r s , passed 

days and n ights in min is te r ing to the s ick a n d d y i n g ; expos ing his l i fe in the 

midst of in fect ion, wh i ch cont r ibu ted mater ia l ly to affect his heal th and to 

abr idge his days . He had the mis fo r tune to lose four of his A lmone rs , who 

per ished in a few days f rom the pest i lent ia l in fect ion they inha led in their 

a t t endance upon the sick. He min is te red to t h e m himsel f , a n d his chari ta­

ble a t tent ions we re readi ly b e s t o w e d upon his f lock genera l ly . T h e heavy 

dut ies wi th w h i c h w e we re c h a r g e d , s e e m e d to touch his nob le heart ; the 

loss of ten of our younges t Nuns af fected him most sens ib ly . In their last 

m o m e n t s they w e r e not w i thou t conso la t ion , consc ious of hav ing done 

their duty. They p rayed that God wou ld be p leased to rece ive t hem as 

accep tab le v ic t ims in appeas ing his w ro th ; but this w a s only a smal l portion 

of the bit ter cup of aff l ict ion p repared for us. T h e loss depr i ved us of the 

power to a t tend to all the ca l ls upon us, ar is ing f rom our n u m e r o u s patients. 

T h e b ishop c a u s e d ten Nuns to c o m e to our ass is tance f rom the Hote l Dieu 

of Q u e b e c ; who , full of a s e n s e of their duty, real ly edi f ied us by their 

exer t ions , and indefa t igab le zea l , in a t tend ing day and night upon the sick. 

Ou r gra t i tude t o w a r d s their c o m m u n i t y i nc reased f rom day to day. The 

pover ty of our es tab l i shmen t d id not admi t of our ass is t ing t hem in their 

d is t ress as w e des i red , their house hav ing been des t royed by f i re. 

Let us now, dear Mo the rs , endeavo r to g ive you s o m e deta i ls of a war 

and capt iv i ty, wh i ch our s ins have d r a w n upon us. H e a v e n , so far favorable 

to our supp l ica t ions , p reserved us on severa l occas ions . T h e mos t holy 

V i rg in , pa t roness of th is count ry , hav ing baf f led the ef forts of the enemy, 

enab led our vesse ls to escape their v ig i lance, and the t empes t s and 

s to rms of the o c e a n . But a las ! wan t of suf f ic ient gra t i tude, dep r i ved us ol 

a cont inuat ion of her pro tec t ion. Sti l l , dur ing the first a t tacks of our enemy, 

w e con t inued to en joy it; every whe re they appea red , they we re beaten 

a n d repu lsed w i th cons ide rab le loss. T h e tak ing of t of Fort 

St. G e o r g e a n d severa l o thers , of w h i c h they w e r e dep r i ved , are proofs. 

T h e v ic tor ies w e ob ta ined at Bel le Riv ière and at Car i l lon, we re most 

g lo r ious ; our war r io rs re turned c r o w n e d wi th laurels. T h e y p robab ly , did 

t Fort Chouagen probably. 
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not return t hanks to the God of a rm ies , to w h o m they were indebted for 
success, as it w a s mi racu lous ; their smal l numbers , wi thout heaven ly a id, 
could not so comp le te ly have accomp l i shed it. T h e r e u p o n , the enemy , 
despair ing of vanqu ish ing us, a s h a m e d to retreat, de te rm ined to fit out a 
formidable f leet, a r m e d wi th all the art i l lery that the infernal reg ions could 
supply for the des t ruc t ion of h u m a n k ind. T h e y d isp layed the Bri t ish f lag 
in the harbour of Q u e b e c on the 2 4 t h May, 1759.* On the receipt of 
intel l igence of their arr iva l , our t roops and mil i t ia c a m e down f rom above . 
Our Genera ls left gar r i sons in the a d v a n c e d posts , of wh ich the re is 
a great n u m b e r above Mon t rea l , in o rder to prevent the junc t ion of their 
land forces, wh ich it w a s unde rs tood we re on the m a r c h 2 , f rom Orange . 
Our Genera ls d id not fail to occupy mos t points whe re the e n e m y migh t 
land; but they cou ld not guard t h e m al l . T h e s ickness suf fered by our 
t roops, lately f r om France , and the losses they sus ta ined in two or three 
recent act ions w i th the enemy , t hough v ic tor ious, w e a k e n e d us cons id ­
erably; and it b e c a m e necessa ry to a b a n d o n Point Lev i , direct ly oppos i te 
to and c o m m a n d i n g Quebec . T h e e n e m y soon occup ied it and const ruct ­
ed their bat ter ies; wh i ch c o m m e n c e d f ir ing on the 2 4 t h July, in a manner 
to exci te the g rea tes t a la rm in our un for tunate C o m m u n i t i e s of re l ig ious 
lad ies 3 . 

The reverend Mother Saint He len , Super io r of the Hospi ta l , w ro te to us 
the same day, supp l ica t ing admiss ion into our House , for herself and her 
Sisters. A l though w e cou ld not doub t that our bu i ld ing wou ld be speedi ly 
filled with w o u n d e d f rom the s iege , we rece ived our dear Sis ters wi th open 
arms. The tears w h i c h w e shed and the tenderness exh ib i ted towards t hem 
made it ev ident that w e we re happy to share wi th t hem the little comfor t 
that rema ined to us. W e su r rende red the rooms to t hem, a n d conf ined 
ourselves to our do rm i to r ies . W e w e r e not long be fo re ano the r d is-
lodgement took p lace. Next day at six o 'c lock in the even ing , w e behe ld in 
our m e a d o w s the reve rend lad ies of the Ursul ine Convent , w h o se ized 
with fr ight, occas ioned by the sho t and shel ls , wh i ch had penet ra ted the 
walls of their d w e l l i n g 4 , we re hur ry ing towards our asy lum. It b e c a m e 
necessary to f ind p lace for upwards of thirty S is ters , w h o we re received 
with no less t ende rness and af fect ion than w a s exh ib i ted to the ladies 
of the Hospi ta l . 

' T h i s is e r r o n e o u s — On June 26, 1759, the first division of the English squadron came to 
anchor opposite the church of St. Laurent, Isle of Orleans. On July 1, several frigates hove 
in sight of Quebec; and it was not til! the 4th of the same month that the entire squadron 
anchored at the entrance to the Basin. 
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It n o w b e c a m e necessa ry to ascer ta in h o w w e shou ld accomoda te 
ou rse lves . O n the arr ival of the Engl ish f leet, all the fami l ies of d ist inct ion, 
merchan ts , &c. capab le of ma in ta in ing t hemse l ves , w e r e r e m o v e d to 
Th ree Rivers and Mont rea l , thereby re l iev ing the gar r ison dur ing the seige. 
Severa l m e m b e r s of our fami l ies and o thers w h o m w e cou ld not refuse, 
sough t shel ter w i th us, be ing at hand to succou r their h u s b a n d s a n d sons 
w h o might be w o u n d e d . A s our house w a s beyond the range of the 
e n e m y ' s art i l lery, the poor peop le of the city d id not fail to seek refuge 
there . All the ou t -houses , s tab les , ba rns , gar re ts , &c. we re we l l f i l l ed 5 . 

T h e only conso la t ion w e en joyed w a s that of dai ly see ing our Bishop, 
tho ' in a dy ing s ta te , exhor t ing and encou rag ing us not to relax in our good 
wo rks . He w a s induced to ret ire f rom his cap i ta l , his pa lace and cathedral 
be ing reduced to ashes . He w o u l d not qui t h is f lock wh i l e any hope 
rema ined of sav ing t h e m ; he l ived w i th the cura te of Char lesbourgh , 
th ree mi les f r om Q u e b e c . He permi t ted the severa l A l m o n e r s to celebrate 
M a s s in our Choi r , the Chu rch be ing occup ied by the w o u n d e d . Most 
peop le of the ne ighbou rhood ass is ted at M a s s , so that w e w e r e extremely 
c r o w d e d . It w a s conso la to ry to us, that w e were enab led to have divine 
serv ice dur ing the s iege , w i thout inter fer ing w i th the at tent ions to the sick 
a n d w o u n d e d . T h e on ly rest w e par took of, w a s du r ing prayers , a n d still 
it w a s not w i thout in terrupt ion f rom the no ise of she l ls and shot , dreading 
every m o m e n t that they wou ld be d i rec ted towards us. T h e red-hot shot 
and c a r c a s s e s 6 terr i f ied those w h o a t tended the s ick dur ing the night. 
They had the aff l ict ion of w i tness ing the des t ruc t ion of the houses of the 
c i t izens, many of our c o n n e x i o n s be ing immed ia te ly in terested therein. 
Dur ing one night, upwards of fifty of the best h o u s e s 7 in the Lower Town 
w e r e des t royed . T h e vau l ts con ta in ing m e r c h a n d i s e and m a n y precious 
art ic les, d id not escape the ef fects of the art i l lery. Dur ing th is dreadful 
con f lagra t ion , w e cou ld offer no th ing but our tears and prayers at the foot 
of the altar at such m o m e n t s as cou ld be sna t ched f rom the necessary 
at tent ion to the w o u n d e d . 

In addi t ion to these mis fo r tunes , w e had to con tend wi th m o r e than one 
e n e m y ; fam ine , at all t imes inseparab le f rom war , t h rea tened to reduce us 
to t he last ex t remi ty ; u p w a r d s of s ix h u n d r e d pe rsons in our bu i ld ing and 
vicini ty, par tak ing of our smal l m e a n s of subs is tence , supp l ied f rom the 
g o v e r n m e n t s to res , wh i ch we re l ikely soon to be shor t of wha t w a s required 
for the t roops. In the mids t of this deso la t i on , the A lmighty , d i sposed to 
humb le us, and to depr i ve us of our subs tance , wh ich w e had probably 
a m a s s e d cont ra ry to his wi l l , and w i th too g rea t avid i ty , still merci fu l ly 
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Fig. 2 The Bishop's Palace in 1759, from a drawing by Richard Short. The artist's 
viewpoint is the middle of Mountain Hill. The foundations of this palace lie buried 
under Montmorency Park. The engraving shows part of the palisade, hastily set up 
by the defenders when the enemy fleet came in sight on the St. Lawrence. 
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p rese rved our l ives, w h i c h w e r e da i ly per i led , f rom the p resent s tate of the 
count ry . 

Our e n e m y , i n fo rmed of our dest i tu te cond i t ion , w a s sat is f ied w i th bat ter ing 
our wa l l s , despa i r i ng of vanqu i sh ing us , excep t by s ta rva t ion . T h e r iver 
w a s the only obs t ruc t i on w e cou ld o p p o s e to the e n e m y ; it l i kewise 
in ter fered to p revent our a t tack ing t h e m . T h e y rema ined long under our 
e y e s , med i ta t i ng a d e s c e n t ; f inal ly they d e t e r m i n e d upon land ing at 
Beaupor t . Ou r a rmy , a lways on the alert , be ing appr i sed by the a d v a n c e d 
g u a r d , immed ia te ly rushed to the spot , w i th that a rdour natura l to the 
F rench na t ion , w i thou t ca lcu la t ing upon the m a n y c a u s e s l ikely to w res t 
the v ic tory f rom their g rasp . 

T h e e n e m y , m o r e cau t ious in their p roceed ings , on obse rv ing our a rmy, 
hes i ta ted in land ing all their fo rces . W e d rove t h e m f rom our redoub ts , of 
w h i c h they had ob ta ined possess ion . T h e y b e c a m e over w h e l m e d , and left 
the f ie ld s t r ewed w i th ki l led a n d w o u n d e d . Th i s ac t ion a lone , had it been 
proper ly m a n a g e d , w o u l d have f inal ly re l ieved us f rom their i n v a s i o n 8 . W e 
mus t not , however , at t r ibute the m i s m a n a g e m e n t sole ly to our G e n e r a l s ; 
the Ind ian t r ibes, o f ten essent ia l to our suppor t , b e c a m e pre jud ic ia l to us 
on th is occas ion . The i r h i deous yel ls of de f iance t e n d e d to in t im idate our 
foes , w h o ins tead of mee t i ng the onse t , to wh i ch thay had e x p o s e d t h e m ­
se lves , prec ip i ta te ly re t rea ted to the i r boa ts , a n d left us m a s t e r s of t he 
f ie ld . W e char i tab ly c o n v e y e d the i r w o u n d e d to our hosp i ta l , no tw i ths tand ­
ing the fury a n d rage of the Ind ians, w h o , accord ing their c rue l c u s t o m , 
sough t to sca lp t h e m . Ou r a rmy con t i nued cons tan t ly ready to o p p o s e the 
enemy . T h e y d a r e d not a t tempt a s e c o n d land ing ; but a s h a m e d of inac­
t ion , they took to bu rn ing the count ry p l a c e s 9 . Unde r shel ter of d a r k n e s s , 
they m o v e d their vesse l s about seven or e ight l eagues a b o v e Q u e b e c . 
T h e r e they c a p t u r e d a g rea t n u m b e r of p r i soners , inc lud ing w o m e n a n d 
ch i ld ren , w h o had taken re fuge in that quar ter . T h e r e aga in they exper i ­
e n c e d the va lour of a sma l l gar r i son of inva l ids , c o m m a n d e d by an off icer, 
hav ing o n e a r m on ly , p laced the re in c h a r g e of mi l i tary s to res . T h e 
e n e m y , after a s e v e r e s t rugg le , s u c c e e d e d in cap tu r ing t h e m . 

After rema in ing in va in near ly th ree m o n t h s at anchor in the Port , they 
a p p e a r e d d i sposed to ret i re, despa i r i ng of s u c c e s s ; but the A lm igh ty , 
w h o s e in tent ions are b e y o n d our pene t ra t i on , and a lways just , hav ing 
reso lved to s u b d u e us , insp i red the Eng l i sh C o m m a n d e r wi th the idea 
of m a k i n g ano the r a t tempt be fo re his depa r tu re , w h i c h w a s d o n e by 
surpr ise du r ing the n ight . It w a s the in tent ion , that n ight , to send supp l ies 
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to a body of our t r oops fo rm ing an ou tpos t of the he ights near Q u e b e c . 
A miserab le deser te r gave the in format ion to the e n e m y , and pe rsuaded 
them that it w o u l d be easy to surpr ise us, and pass their boa ts by using 
our c o u n t e r s i g n 1 0 . T h e y prof i ted by the in fo rmat ion , and the t reasonab le 
scheme s u c c e e d e d . T h e y landed on g iv ing the p a s s w o r d ; our off icer 
detected the dece i t , but t oo late. He d e f e n d e d his post brave ly wi th his 
smal l b a n d , and w a s w o u n d e d . By this p lan the e n e m y found t h e m s e l v e s 
on the he igh ts near the city. Gene ra l De M o n t c a l m , wi thout loss of t ime, 
marched at the head of his a rmy ; but hav ing to p roceed abou t half a 
league, the enemy , had t ime to br ing up their art i l lery, and to f o rm for 
the recept ion of the F rench . Ou r lead ing bat ta l ions d id not wa i t the arr ival 
and fo rmat ion of the o ther fo rces to suppor t t h e m , they rushed w i th their 
usual impetuos i ty on their e n e m i e s and ki l led a great numbe r ; but they 
were soon o v e r c o m e by the art i l lery. T h e y lost their Gene ra l and a g rea t 
number of of f icers. Ou r loss w a s not equa l to that of t he e n e m y ; but it 
was not the less ser ious . Genera l De M o n t c a l m and his pr inc ipal of f icers 
fell on the occas i on . * 

Severa l of f icers of the C a n a d i a n Mi l i t ia, fa thers of fami l ies , sha red the 
same fa te . W e w i t nessed the ca rnage f rom our w i n d o w s . It w a s in such a 
scene that char i ty t r i u m p h e d , and c a u s e d us to forget se l f -p reserva t ion 
and the dange r w e w e r e e x p o s e d to, in the immed ia te p resence of the 
enemy. W e w e r e in the mids t of the d e a d and the dy ing , w h o w e r e b rough t 
in to us by hund reds , m a n y of t h e m our c lose c o n n e x i o n s ; it w a s necessa ry 
to smother our gr ie fs and exert ou rse l ves to re l ieve t h e m . L o a d e d wi th 
the inmates of th ree conven ts , and all the inhab i tants of the ne ighbour ing 
suburbs, wh i ch the app roach of the e n e m y c a u s e d to fly in th is d i rec t ion , 
you may j udge of our terror a n d con fus ion . T h e e n e m y mas te rs of the f ie ld, 
and wi th in a few p a c e s of our house ; e x p o s e d to the fury of the so ld iers , 
we had reason to d read the wors t . It w a s then that w e expe r i enced the 
truth of the w o r d s of holy wr i t : " h e w h o p laces his t rust in the Lord has 
nothing to fea r . " 

*/( is the memorable battle of the 13th September, 1759, which took place on the Plains 
of Abraham, that is alluded to. The Official account of the English loss on this occasion, is 
as follows: 

Officers, Serjeants and privates killed 61 
Officers, Serjeants, Drummers and privates wounded 5 9 8 
Soldiers missing 5 

Total 6 6 4 

After the battle, several French officers admitted their loss amounted to nearly 1500 men, 
killed, wounded and prisoners. 
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But tho 'no t wan t i ng in fa i th or hope , the app roach of n ight great ly added 
to ou r fears . T h e t h ree s i s te rhoods wi th t he excep t ion of t h o s e w h o were 
d i spe rsed over the house , p ros t ra ted t h e m s e l v e s at the foot of the altar, 
to imp lo re Div ine mercy . T h e s i lence and cons te rna t ion wh ich prevai led, 
w a s sudden l y in ter rupted by loud and repea ted k n o c k s at our doors . 
T w o y o u n g N u n s , w h o w e r e car ry ing b ro th to t he s ick , unavo idab ly 
h a p p e n e d to b e near w h e n the doo r w a s o p e n e d . T h e palor a n d fright 
w h i c h o v e r c a m e t h e m , t ouched the off icer, a n d he p reven ted the guard 
f rom en te r ing ; he d e m a n d e d the a p p e a r a n c e of the Super io rs , a n d desi red 
t h e m to assu re us of p ro tec t ion ; he sa id that part of the Eng l ish force 
w o u l d en tour a n d take possess ion of the h o u s e , app rehend ing that our 
a rmy , w h i c h w a s not d is tan t , m igh t re turn and a t tack t h e m , in their 
i n t r enchmen ts ; — wh ich w o u l d cer ta in ly have taken p lace had our t roops 
been enab led to r e a s s e m b l e be fo re the cap i tu la t ion . S o o n after w e saw 
their a rmy d r a w n up under our w i n d o w s . T h e loss w e had sus ta ined the 
day be fo re led us to fear, w i th r eason , that our fa te w a s dec ided , ou r people 
be ing unab le to rally. Gene ra l De Lev i , s e c o n d in c o m m a n d , w h o became 
chief on the dea th of De M o n t c a l m , had set out , s o m e d a y s previous, 
w i th abou t 3 0 0 0 m e n , to re- in force the upper pos ts , w h i c h w e r e daily 
ha rassed by the e n e m y . 

T h e loss w e had jus t sus ta ined , a n d the depa r tu re of that fo rce, de te rmined 
the Marqu i s De Vaudreu i l , Gove rno r Gene ra l of the Co lony , to abandon 
Q u e b e c , be ing no longer ab le to reta in it. T h e e n e m y hav ing f o r m e d their 
e n t r e n c h m e n t s a n d the i r C a m p , near t h e p r i nc ipa l g a t e ; the i r fleet 
c o m m a n d i n g the Port, it w a s imposs ib le to c o n v e y succour to the garr ison. 
Mr. De R a m s a y , w h o c o m m a n d e d , w i th a feeb le ga r r i son , w i thou t provi­
s ions or mun i t i ons , he ld out to the last ex t remi ty . 

T h e pr inc ipal inhab i tan ts rep resen ted to h im that they had readi ly sacrif ied 
their p roper ty ; but wi th rega rd to their w i ves a n d ch i ld ren , they cou ld not 
m a k e up their m i n d s to w i tness their m a s s a c r e , in t he even t of the place 
be ing s t o r m e d ; it w a s there fore necessa ry to de te rm ine on capi tu lat ion. 

T h e Eng l i sh readi ly a c c o r d e d the ar t ic les d e m a n d e d , re l ig ious tolerat ion 
and civi l a d v a n t a g e s for t he inhab i tan ts . Happy in hav ing acqu i red pos­
sess ion of a count ry , in w h i c h they had on severa l p rev ious occasions 
fa i led , they w e r e the mos t m o d e r a t e of conque ro rs . W e cou ld not, without 
in just ice, comp la i n of the m a n n e r in wh i ch they t rea ted us. However, 
their g o o d t rea tmen t has not yet d r ied our tears . W e d o not shed t h e m as 
d id the g o o d H e b r e w s near the wa te r s of B a b y l o n , w e are still in the land 
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of p rom ise ; but our cant ic les wil l not aga in be heard unti l w e can s h a k e 
off this med ley of nat ions, and unti l our t emp les are re -es tab l i shed : then 
we wil l ce leb ra te , wi th the u tmos t gra t i tude, the merc i fu l boun ty of the Lord . 
After the cap i tu la t ion of Q u é b e c , all that r e m a i n e d of the fami l ies of 
d is t inct ion fo l l owed the French a r m y to Mon t rea l . His lordship the B ishop , 
hav ing no p lace to dwel l in, w a s c o m p e l l e d to fo l low their e x a m p l e . 
Before his depar tu re , he m a d e all necessa ry a r r a n g e m e n t s in his D iocese ; 
he appo in ted Mr. B r iand Vicar Gene ra l , w h o is just ly cons i de red a godly 
m a n , and of such es tab l i shed mer i t , that our e n e m i e s cou ld not w i thho ld 
their app roba t i on , a n d , I m a y say, their vene ra t i on of h im. He ma in ta ined 
his r ights and those of his cura tes , in such a m a n n e r as to m e e t wi th 
no obs tac les f r o m the Eng l i sh . T h e Vicar se lec ted our h o u s e for h is res i ­
dence ; beho ld ing us c h a r g e d wi th an inf ini te n u m b e r of peop le , w i thou t 
resources , e x p o s e d to m a n y ev i ls , — he d id not cons ider us sa fe but 
under his o w n eyes . He w a s not m i s t aken ; and , in the e n d , we w e r e m u c h 
indebted to h im. 

The reduc t ion of Q u é b e c , on the 1 8 l h Sep tember , 1759. p roduc ed no 
tranqui l l i ty for us , but rather i nc reased our labours . The Engl ish Gene ra l s 
c a m e to our Hospi ta l and assu red us of their p ro tec t ion , and at the s a m e 
t ime, requ i red us to take cha rge of their w o u n d e d and sick. 
A l though w e we re near the sea t of war , our es tab l i shment had noth ing to 
fear, as the wel l unde rs tood r ights of na t ions p ro tec ted Hosp i ta ls so 
s i tuated, still they ob l iged us to lodge a g u a r d of thir ty m e n , a n d it w a s 
necessary to p repare food and bedd ing for t hem. O n be ing re l ieved they 
carr ied off m a n y of the b lanke ts , &c. the off icer tak ing no m e a s u r e s to 
prevent t h e m . Ou r g rea tes t m is fo r tune w a s to hear their ta lk ing dur ing 
div ine serv ice . 

The Sis ters f r om the o ther C o n v e n t s de te rm ined to return to the i r f o rmer 
dwel l ings. It w a s ve ry painfu l for us to part w i th t h e m . The i r long res idence 
wi th us, a n d the e s t e e m and a f fec t ion c r e a t e d t he reby c a u s e d our 
separa t ion to be mos t sens ib ly felt. T h e Revd . Mo the r St. He len , Super io r , 
observ ing us o v e r w h e l m e d w i th work , wh i ch w a s dai ly a u g m e n t i n g , left 
us twe lve of her dear S is ters , w h o w e r e a g rea t relief to us. T w o of the 
Ursul ine S is ters we re too w e a k to be r e m o v e d , and they te rm ina ted their 
days w i th us. T h e fa t igues and s i ckness they e n d u r e d , wi th m u c h pa t ience 
and res igna t ion , mer i ted I trust, an e terna l r eward . T h e depar tu re of the 
dear S is te rs , gave us no addi t iona l space , as it b e c a m e necessa ry to 
place the s ick of the Eng l ish a rmy in the s a m e apar tmen ts . 
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Let us now return to the F rench . Our Genera l s not f ind ing their force 
suff ic ient to under take the recovery of their losses , p roceeded to the 
cons t ruc t ion of a Fort, abou t f ive l eagues above Q u e b e c , and left a 
gar r ison there in , capab le of check ing the e n e m y f rom penet ra t ing into the 
country . T h e y did not rema in inact ive, but we re constant ly on the alert, 
harass ing the e n e m y . T h e Eng l ish we re not sa fe b e y o n d the ga tes of 
Q u e b e c . Genera l Murray the c o m m a n d e r of the p lace, o n severa l occa­
s ions w a s near be ing m a d e a pr isoner ; and w o u l d not have escaped if 
our peop le had been fa i thfu l . Pr isoners w e r e f requent ly m a d e , wh i ch so 
irr i tated the C o m m a n d e r , that he sent out d e t a c h m e n t s to p i l lage and burn 
the hab i ta t ions of the count ry peop le . 

T h e des i re to recover the count ry and to acqu i re glory, w a s a t tended with 
g rea t loss to our c i t izens. W e heard of noth ing but c o m b a t s throughout 
the win ter ; the sever i ty of the s e a s o n had not the ef fect of mak ing them 
lay d o w n their a rms . W h e r e v e r the e n e m y w a s o b s e r v e d , they were 
pu rsued wi thout re laxa t ion ; wh i ch caused t h e m to remark , " thay they had 
never k n o w n a peop le m o r e a t tached and fai thful to their sove re ign than 
the C a n a d i a n s . " 

T h e Eng l ish d id not fai l to requi re the oa th of a l leg iance to their King; 
but, no tw i ths tand ing th is fo rced ob l iga t ion , wh i ch our peop le d id not 
cons ider t h e m s e l v e s bound to obse rve , they jo ined the f ly ing c a m p s of 
the F rench , w h e n e v e r an oppor tun i ty o f f e r e d 1 1 . 

The F rench fo rces did not spare the inhab i tants of the coun t ry ; they 
l ived freely at the e x p e n s e of those un fo r tuna te peop le . W e suffered 
cons ide rab le loss in a Se igneu r ie wh ich w e p o s s e s s e d be low Quebec. 
T h e off icer c o m m a n d i n g se i zed on all our cat t le , wh i ch w e r e numerous, 
and w h e a t to subs is t his t roops. T h e purveyor rendered us no accoun t of 
such se izures . No tw i ths tand ing this loss, w e we re compe l l ed to maintain 
upwards of th ree hund red w o u n d e d sent to us after the bat t le of the 1 3 t h 

Sep tember . 

T h e s to res of the F rench gove rnmen t , now in the possess ion of the 
Eng l ish , be ing e x h a u s t e d , w e w e r e there fo re ob l iged to have recourse to 
the e n e m y . T h e y gave us f lour a n d c lo th ing . But how little su i ted w a s it 
for our un for tunate w o u n d e d ! W e had no w ine nor other comfor ts to afford 
t hem. Dra ined long s ince by the great n u m b e r s , no th ing rema ined but good 
wi l l . Th is howeve r d id not sat isfy t hem. Our of f icers rep resen ted to the 
Engl ish c o m m a n d e r that they we re not a c c u s t o m e d to be t rea ted in that 
manne r by the K ing of F rance . T h e C o m m a n d e r , p iqued by this reproach, 
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at tached the b lame to us , a n d requ i red us to m a k e a s ta temen t of 
what w a s necessa ry for the rel ief of t hese gen t l emen , a n d then caused 
us to pay for it. (a) W e f la t tered ourse lves that the French gove rnmen t , 
more just , wou ld be proud to re imburse all our ext ra expenses , wh ich 
were unavo idab le at th is t i m e 1 2 , (b) T h e des i re to obta in our r ights a n d 
recover t he count ry , i nduced us to do our u tmos t in suppor t of the cause. 
As we had in our Hospi ta l m a n y French so ld iers of the gar r ison of Quebec , 
and of the suf ferers in the act ion of the 1 3 l h , they imp lored us, w h e n their 
s t rength w a s re -es tab l i shed , to al low t hem to fly and jo in the a rmy; 
we readi ly ag reed to it, and fu rn ished t hem wi th c lo th ing and prov is ions, 
to enab le t hem to accomp l i sh their object , wh ich d rew upon us the mos t 
severe rep roaches and m e n a c e s f rom the enemy . T h e y th rea tened to 
al low us to d ie f rom s tarvat ion. 

As our house w a s still full of s ick, the Grand Vicar, w h o a t tended closely 
to our we l fa re , r e m o v e d severa l of the A lmone rs , w h o cont r ibu ted to 
embar rass us, f r o m the scarc i ty of prov is ions. He and the reve rend Mr. 
De Rigauvi l le , our Chap la in , admin is te red to the sick, and a t tended them 
in their last m o m e n t s , night and day. 

W e have at th is t ime u p w a r d s of two hund red Engl ish, w h o occupy our 
dining r ooms and do rm i to r ies ; and as m a n y French , in our inf i rmar ies, 
leaving us mere ly o n e smal l r o o m to ret i re into. T h e r e assemb led , and left 
to our re f lec t ions, w e ant ic ipa ted the wors t . All commun ica t i on w i th our 
fr iends be ing in ter rupted, w e knew not w h a t w a s pass ing in the upper 
parts. O u r e n e m i e s , bet ter in fo rmed, a n n o u n c e d the app roach of our a rmy; 
the m e a s u r e s they a d o p t e d , and the addi t iona l for t i f icat ions they con­
structed in Q u é b e c , suppo r ted by a s t rong gar r i son , caused us to d read 
the result of the s t rugg le . O n our s ide w e had fa lse prophets ; w o m e n 
paint ing in their imag ina t ions s ieges, w i thout mor ta rs or c a n n o n ; the town 
taken by assaul t . No th ing m o r e w a s requ i red to stir and an imate those w h o 
were eager for the fray. 

(a) N o t e — That, apart from what Monsieur Cadet, the supply officer, had seized and taken 
from our farm, as above mentioned, a certain Grandmaison also took five cows and eight 
oxen, of which the supply officer did not consider it necessary to render account, since 
Monsieur Grandmaison had commandeered them as supplies for the Indians from the Lower 
River who had been brought up to help defend Quebec. 

(b) Refreshments supplied to the French Officers. The British Government had ordered them 
to be supplied, and charged the Community for them, a matter of about three thousand livres, 
which the Community did not even have a hand in distributing, since the French Officers 
simply took them and distributed them as they thought fit. It is nonetheless true that the 
British Government exacted payment for them. 
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Fig. 3 A map of Quebec in 1759, titled in English on the original drawing 
Quebec engineer Chaussegros de Léry. 
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A s s o o n as the s e a s o n a p p e a r e d su i tab le for c a m p a i g n i n g , our a rmy 
fo l l owed the ice, scant i ly p rov ided w i th p rov is ions , a n d still less wi th 
art i l lery su i ted for a s iege . Ou r G e n e r a l s d id not d o u b t the va lou r of the 
t roops ; but they only f la t te red t h e m s e l v e s w i th t he p rospec t of s u c c e s s , in 
the even t of t he "arrival of succou r f rom France . In the expec ta t i on of their 
a r r i va l , ou r a r m y c o m m e n c e d the i r m a r c h ; they a r r i ved near Q u e b e c o n the 
2 6 t h Apr i l . T h e 2 7 t h w a s e m p l o y e d in land ing the f ew g u n s b rough t f rom 
Mon t réa l . A n ar t i l le ryman in land ing , fel l o n a loose p iece of ice, wh ich 
f loa ted h im di rect ly oppos i te to the city. T h e ex t raord inary c o n v e y a n c e 
a t t rac ted the a t tent ion of t he sen t ine ls ; they not i f ied t h e C o m m a n d e r , who 
immed ia te l y sen t rel ief to the a r t i l l e ryman. He w a s b rough t be fo re the 
C o m m a n d e r , a n d ques t i oned . T h e poor m a n , se i zed wi th f r ight, after his 
d a n g e r o u s e s c a p e , w a s q u i t e u n p r e p a r e d for e v a s i o n ; h e cand id l y 
a c k n o w l e d g e d that he w a s o n e of the F rench a rmy , w h o w e r e wi th in two 
l eagues of Q u e b e c . He re la ted h o w he had b e e n t ranspo r ted d o w n the 
r iver aga ins t h is wi l l . S o far t he m a r c h of t he a r m y had been s e c r e t 1 3 . The 
secre t be ing n o w d e v e l o p e d , it a p p e a r e d to us a bad o m e n ; a n event 
g o v e r n e d by a powe r b e y o n d our r each or oppos i t i on . T h e Eng l i sh C o m ­
mande r , Genera l Mur ray , i n fo rmed by th is m e a n s , lost not a m o m e n t . He 
immed ia te l y w i t hd rew a s t rong a d v a n c e d post , s ta t i oned a b o u t a league 
f rom Q u e b e c , w i th their c a n n o n , and b lew up the C h u r c h of St. F o y 1 4 . 
w h i c h had se rved as a she l ter for the t roops ; after wh i ch he s u m m o n e d a 
counc i l of war , a n d a p p e a r e d to be a lone of op in ion that it w a s exped ient 
t o m a r c h ou t w i th a c o n s i d e r a b l e por t ion of t he ga r r i son , a n d t a k e u p a 
s t rong pos i t ion , es tab l i sh his bat te r ies , and there m e e t the e n e m y . This 
p roposa l d id not mee t w i th the sanc t i on of t he major i t y ; but , no tw i ths tand­
ing , he ca r r ied it in to execu t i on . 

Our a rmy , ignorant of the in fo rmat ion acc identa l l y ob ta ined by the garr ison, 
c o n t i n u e d their m a r c h . Dur ing the night of the 2 7 t h a n d 2 8 l h it rained 
incessant ly . T h e h e a v e n s a p p e a r e d to c o n t e n d aga ins t us . T h e thunder 
and l igh tn ing , ve ry rare at th is s e a s o n , s e e m e d to be the fo re runner of the 
shock to w h i c h our fo rces w e r e abou t to be e x p o s e d . T h e rain fal l ing in 
to r ren ts , and the r oads rende red imprac t i cab le by the me l t i ng of the 
s n o w , p reven ted their m a r c h i n g in g o o d order . G e n e r a l De Bourg lamar-
que , s e c o n d in c o m m a n d , at the head of the lead ing bat ta l ions , c a m e in 
s ight of the e n e m y be fo re fo rm ing his m e n . T h e e n e m y ' s art i l lery lost no 
t ime in open ing a des t ruc t i ve f ire upon t h e m , w h i c h p laced m a n y hors 
de comba t . T h e Gene ra l w a s w o u n d e d a n d fo rced to ret i re. T h e main 
body of our t roops , m a r i n e s and mi l i t ia, bet ter acqua in ted w i th the roads, 
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arr ived in t ime to suppor t a reg iment , wh i ch w a s near be ing cut to p ieces , 
rather t han retreat . T h e act ion then b e c a m e mos t fu r ious and genera l . 
The Eng l ish hav ing had the cho ice of pos i t ion , p o s s e s s e d cons ide rab le 
advan tage . Ou r a r m y did not expec t to f ind their f oes d r a w n up in order 
of bat t le ; they w e r e consequen t l y c o m p e l l e d to halt, a n d not f ind ing the 
g round su i tab le for ex tend ing the i r l ines, the f irst d iv is ions had to bear the 
brunt of the f i re. T h e ma in s t rugg le took p lace near Q u e b e c , o n a he ight 
oppos i te our house . No t a shot w a s f i red wh ich did not r esound in our 
ears . J u d g e , if poss ib le , w h a t mus t have been our s i tua t ion ; the interest 
of our count ry , and our c lose connec t i ons w e r e a m o n g s t the c o m b a t a n t s , 
p roduc ing a s tate of angu i sh it is imposs ib le to paint . T h e Grand Vicar , at 
p resent our B ishop , w h o su f fe red equal ly wi th us , exho r ted us to bear the 
shock w i th res igna t ion a n d s u b m i s s i o n to the d e c r e e s of t he A lm igh t y ; 
after w h i c h he ret i red to the c h u r c h , pene t ra ted wi th the deepes t af f l ic t ion, 
and t h rew himsel f at the foot of t he altar, w h e r e he poured for th his 
p rayers , implor ing w i th con f i dence that the d iv ine ruler of even ts w o u l d 
be p l eased to s tay the dead l y conf l ic t , a n d spa re the f lock con f i ded to his 
care. He then a rose full of hope , in o rder to p roceed to the f ie ld of bat t le , 
no tw i ths tand ing our r e m o n s t r a n c e s , wh i ch w e r e not u rged w i thou t reason , 
as he mus t be e x p o s e d to g rea t danger . He w a s induced to p r o c e e d 
to the f ie ld , b e c a u s e he a p p r e h e n d e d that there we re not a suf f ic ient 
n u m b e r of c lergy o n the spo t to min is ter to the d y i n g , w h o he be l ieved 
we re very n u m e r o u s . 

Mr. De Rigauv i l le , our Chap la i n , ful l of zea l , w a s des i rous of fo l low ing the 
Grand Vicar . He w a s not w i thou t anx ie ty , his on ly brother , and severa l 
of his neares t connec t i ons be ing in the a rmy. He had the sat is fac t ion of 
see ing the e n e m y turn their backs a n d f ly. T h e e n g a g e m e n t las ted t w o 
hours . T h e intrepidi ty and va lour of the French and C a n a d i a n s d rove the 
e n e m y f rom their s t rong pos i t ion , and fo l lowed t h e m up under the guns of 
the city. W e r e m a i n e d mas te rs of the f ie ld , and of their c a n n o n , and m a d e 
m a n y p r i soners . T h e e n e m y ret i red w i th in t he wa l l s , a n d da red not aga in 
venture out . T h e v ic tory , however , w a s dear ly bought , and c a u s e d m a n y 
tears to f low. 

M. D e Lev i , o n a p p r o a c h i n g Q u e b e c , a s s e m b l e d a c o u n c i l ; it w a s p r opos ed 
to b low up our house , fear ing that it m igh t be a ral ly ing point for the enemy . 
But G o d w a s p leased to spa re us and t h e m ; he o p e n e d their eyes , and 
conv inced t h e m that it w a s mos t essent ia l to their pu rposes . T h e French 
c o m m a n d e r d i rec ted us to d i sm iss all pe rsons w h o had taken re fuge in 
our es tab l i shmen t , as he looked to us as the on ly pe rsons capab le of 

25 



tak ing cha rge of the w o u n d e d dur ing the s iege , about to be c o m m e n c e d . 
W e did not fai l to answer , that w e wou ld p roceed to emp ty our house, 
w i th t he excep t ion of t w o h u n d r e d Eng l ish s ick, wh i ch it w a s not in our 
power to r e m o v e ; but in o ther respec ts w e we re a lways ready to second 
his in tent ions, and to render all the serv ice in our power . 

After the batt le he sent us an off icer wi th a French gua rd , wh i ch however , 
d id not f ree us f r om the Eng l ish guard . It b e c a m e necessa ry to f ind room 
for t h e m . But this w a s but the p re lude to wha t w a s yet to h a p p e n . It 
wou ld requi re another pen than m ine to dep ic t the horrors wh ich w e were 
compe l l ed to w i tness , dur ing twenty- four hours , wh i ch we re occup ied in 
the recept ion of the w o u n d e d ; their cr ies and the lamenta t ions of their 
f r iends w e r e truly hear t - rend ing . It requ i red superna tu ra l s t rength to bear 
such scenes . 

Af ter hav ing p repared upwards of f ive hund red beds , wh i ch we re procured 
f rom the publ ic s tores , as m a n y m o r e w e r e requ i red . — Our s tab les and 
barns , we re f i l led w i th these un for tunate m e n . It w a s very diff icult to find 
t ime to a t tend to al l . W e had in our In f i rmar ies seven ty - two of f icers, thirty-
th ree of w h o m d ied. W e s a w noth ing but ampu ta t i on of legs and arms. 
To c r o w n our d is t ress there w a s a de f i c iency of l inen; w e w e r e under the 
necess i ty of g iv ing our shee ts and our body- l inen . T h e F rench a rmy did 
not fail to p rov ide that art ic le, but un for tunate ly , the vesse l convey ing 
their s to res f r o m Mon t rea l w a s cap tu red by the Eng l ish . 

In th is ins tance w e we re di f ferent ly s i tuated f rom wha t w e we re after the 
bat t le of the 1 3 t h S e p t e m b e r ; w e cou ld not expec t ass is tance f rom the 
re l ig ious lad ies of the ci ty; the Engl ish had taken possess ion of their 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s for t he recep t i on of the i r w o u n d e d , w h o w e r e more 
n u m e r o u s than the F rench . Abou t twen ty of f icers of the Engl ish army, 
w h o we re left w o u n d e d on the f ie ld, w e r e a lso brought to us. 

R e v e r e n d Mo the rs , — as I g ive you this accoun t , mere ly f rom m e m o r y , of 
wha t passed under our eyes , and wi th a v iew to af ford you the sat is fact ion 
of know ing that w e sus ta ined wi th for t i tude and in an ed i fy ing m a n n e r the 
painfu l du t ies , i m p o s e d upon us by ou r voca t i on ; I wil l not unde r take to 
re late to you all the par t icu lars of the su r render of the count ry . I cou ld do 
it but imper fect ly , and f rom hearsay . I wil l mere ly say that the major i ty 
of the C a n a d i a n s we re d i sposed to per ish rather than sur render ; and that 
the smal l number of t r oops rema in ing w e r e def ic ient of a m m u n i t i o n and 
prov is ions, and only su r rende red in order to save the l ives of the w o m e n 
and ch i ld ren , w h o a re l ikely to be e x p o s e d to the greates t peri l where 
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towns are carr ied by assaul t . 

A las! Dear Mo the rs , it w a s a great m is fo r tune for us that F rance cou ld not 
send, in the spr ing, s o m e vesse ls wi th prov is ions and mun i t i ons ; w e shou ld 
still be under her dom in ion . S h e has lost a vast count ry and a fai thful 
peop le , s incere ly a t tached to their sove re ign ; a loss w e mus t great ly 
dep lore , o n accoun t of our re l ig ion, a n d the d i f fe rence of the laws to w h i c h 
we mus t submi t . W e vain ly f latter ourse lves that peace may restore us to 
our r ights ; a n d that the A lm igh ty wil l t reat us in a father ly manner , and 
soon c e a s e to h u m b l e us ; w e stil l con t inue to expe r i ence his wra th . Ou r 
sins, doub t less , are very great , wh ich leads us to a p p r e h e n d that we 
are d o o m e d to suffer l ong ; the spirit of repen tance is not genera l w i th the 
people , and G o d is still o f fended . W e , however , yet en ter ta in the h o p e of 
again com ing under the dom in ion of our fo rmer mas te rs . 

You must , no doubt , have learned that the Eng l ish , m o v e d and wear ied 
by ou r impor tun i t ies , have g ran ted us a B i shop for th is un fo r tuna te co l ­
ony. The i r cho ice , and ours , has fa l len upon one w h o w a s born in our 
Prov ince of Br i t tany. Th is then shou ld not leave you indi f ferent, for there 
is a m a n w h o has brought g lory and happ iness to his count ry . It is un ­
necessary to dwe l l upon the mer i ts and v i r tues of the m a n w h o c o m e s to 
us. 

Such a cho ice in these cri t ical t imes speaks for itself. I wil l say only that 
the late M. De Pon tb r iand , w h o knew h im perfect ly, hav ing a lways been 
near h im , c h o s e h im a n d en t rus ted h im wi th the D iocese dur ing his il l­
ness. He acqu i t ted h imsel f w i th s o m u c h d igni ty that at the dea th of this 
holy B ishop , t he Chap te r appo in ted h im G r a n d Vicar, to the sat is fact ion of 
the F rench , and of the Engl ish w h o had h im go last year to L o n d o n for 
consecra t ion in s o m e Prov ince and then return to take possess ion of his 
d iocese. * M y dear R e v e r e n d Mo the rs , jo in us in ou r p rayers tha t he m a y 
return at an earl ier t ime. W e de luded ourse lves in th ink ing that his ab­
sence wou ld last only seven or e ight mon ths , and now the year wil l soon 
be at an end w i thou t our know ing the length of t ime Prov idence has 
orda ined to fulfi l l our w i s h e s a n d to ensu re the sa lvat ion of these poor 
people w h o s e only hope for the renewa l and con t inua t ion of their r i tes lies 

' Bishop Henri-Marie Dubreuil de Pontbriand died in Montreal on June 8, 1760. His succes­
sor. Bishop Jean-Olivier Briand. went to England towards the end of 1764 and, with the 
consent of the King of England, received his Bull of Appointment from Pope Clement XIII, 
dated January 21, 1765. He was consecrated on March 16 of that same year in Paris, in the 
chapel of Sainte-Marie de Merry. He returned via England and arrived in Quebec on June 28 
1766. 
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in their B ishop . For us, the genera l interest , in add i t ion to the particule 
in terest w e have , the loss of th is coun t ry w o u l d h a v e been our loss 
w i thou t his in te rcess ion and pro tec t ion wh ich has ga ined us that of th; 
Eng l i sh . Ou r conven t a n d propre ty w o u l d have been so ld to satisfy ths 
deb t s con t rac ted to suppor t the F rench t roops ; our c red i tors we re compe 
led by o rder of the Gove rno r to des is t f r om their p resecu t i ons . To him ot 
es tab l i shmen t is indeb ted for its p resent ex is tence . 

H o n o u r is d u e to Mr. Br iand for hav ing kept our c lo is ter intact, whict 
w o u l d have been imposs ib le had he not , t h rough his o w n acts of chant, 
a n d the m e a n s g i ven h im by P rov idence , de l i ve red us f rom our povertj 
deny ing h imsel f the necess i t ies of life to p rov ide for ours . His pity for u; 
w a s all the greater s ince he saw that the d i s tu rbance of our temporal lif; 
w a s not our do ing but that of t he cour t , w h i c h is i ndeb ted to us in the sun 
of o n e hund red a n d twen ty t housand l i v r e s 1 5 , for e x p e n s e s incurred tc 
t he m a i n t e n a n c e of F rench t roops . W e look for no c o m p e n s a t i o n for ou-
se rv i ces ; He to w h o m w e devo te ou rse l ves wil l repay us a hundredfolc 
W e are t h r e a t e n e d w i th b e c o m i n g a publ ic bu rden , wh i ch w e cannrj 
be l ieve , as the Eng l ish Cour t hav ing w i t nessed the e x p e n s e s we have 
incur red , wil l p l ead our c a u s e w i th F rance w h o w o u l d d o us s u c h a sen 
ous in just ice. S h o u l d th is h a p p e n w e shal l have to t rust in Providence 
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JOURNAL 

L'EXPÉDITION 
I O B L « 

FLEUVE SAINUMENT, 
oemKLirr dh urposrr S B T A I L L É d u M O C V I B I P T » d i L A F L O T T B 

ST S B L'ABBÉB ABOLAISSe , D t P C I i LB BOBBBT S B •0.1 B M B A B * 
4 U B M B B T , A LODMBOUBO, JCSQc'A L A BBDBITIOB S B 

« U B » I C , B B 1769. (*) 

Extrait du New-Tor k Mercury, No. S8S, date de New-Tort, 
31 décembre 1769. 

Le premier juin, 1750, nous nous embarquâmes 
sur les transports stationnés à Louisbourg, qui de­
vaient nous conduire en Canada. 

Le —Nous fimes voile vers le St. Laurent dans 
les eaux duquel, nous ne sommes entrés toutefois 
que le 16,—à environ quarante lieues au-dessus de 
l'embouchure du fleuve nous jetâmes la sonde, 
nous mesurâmes 100 brasses. 

Le 19e jour, nous n'avions qu'une faible profon­
deur d'eau, 17 brasses environ; et le 23, nous at­
teignîmes l'Amiral Durell qui, avec sept vaisseaux 
de ligne et quelques frégates, protégeait la Rivière 
vis-â-vis l'Ue-aux-Coudros. Cette lie est dans une 
position agréable. Son sol s'élève graduellement. 
Elle était bien peuplée avant notre apparition sur 
ses bords. Nous jetâmes l'ancre à environ une 

(*) Co Document Anglais quo notu publions aujourd'hui, oo 
pont oo aucune façon engager notre responsabilité. Lo respect que 
noua devons à l'histoire et aux documenta do toute nature, qui 
peuvent en constituer left sources et les témoignages, est supérieur 
même à noa sympathies nationales.—VEditeur. 

[Ezpld. twU Saint-Laurent.—LIRRÙNSA X ) 





A JOURNAL OF THE EXPEDITION UP THE RIVER ST-LAWRENCE; 

containing a true and particular Account of the Transactions of the 
Fleet and Army, from the time of their Embarkation at Louisbourg 
'til after the Surrender of Quebec. 
New York Mercury, Monday, December 3 1 , 1759. 

On the 1 s t of J u n e , 1759 , w e e m b a r k e d on boa rd the t ranspor ts at Lou is­
bourg , b o u n d on the exped i t ion to C a n a d a . T h e 4 t h Day w e set sail for 
the r iver St. L a w r e n c e , w h i c h w e m a d e on the 9 t h , and we re til the 1 6 t h 

before w e got into it. For abou t 40 l eagues up the river, the dep th of 
water is 100 f a t homs . T h e 1 9 t h day w e c a m e into 17 f a thom water : and on 
the 2 3 d w e jo ined admi ra l Dure l l , w h o w i th 7 sai l of the l ine, a n d s o m e 
fr igates lay a s g u a r d to pro tect t he r iver a t t he is le of C o u d r e 1 . 

This i s land is p leasant ly s i tua ted , l ies part ly n igh , and w a s ve ry we l l 
peop led be fo re w e c a m e up . A n d pass ing this is land abou t a league up, 
we anchor 'd a n d t w o of our sma l l boa ts wen t in sho re and w a s a t tacked 
by a smal l party of C a n a d i a n s a n d Ind ians, and w e r e ob l iged to retreat to 
their sh ips . 

The 2 5 , h , w e m a d e the out end of the isle of Or leans , a n d on the 2 7 t h 

landed o n it w i thou t the loss of a m a n . A smal l par ty of the rangers w e r e 
almost s u r r o u n d e d by a large party of Ind ians: but the rangers rush 'd 
through t h e m w i th t he loss of on ly o n e m a n , w h a t d a m a g e the e n e m y 
susta ined is uncer ta in . 

The 2 9 l h , T h e F rench sent d o w n f ive fire sh ips a m o n g s t our f leet ; but d id 
no d a m a g e 2 . T h e s a m e day w e march ' d 6 mi les under the C o m m a n d of 
Colonel Car l ton , a n d e n c a m p e d that s a m e night in s ight of the F rench 
army, a n d l i kewise in s ight of the t o w n . Gene ra l Monck ton ' s B r igade and a 
party of rangers l anded on the sou th s ide ; w e had a smal l a t tack, by wh ich 
we had 3 k i l led, 2 w o u n d e d and 4 taken pr isoners . 

Ju ly l s t i the e n e m y c a m e aga ins t our d e t a c h m e n t on the sou th s ide of 
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the r iver wi th f loat ing ba t te r i es 3 ; but our sh ipp ing soon d rove them of 
T h e s a m e day the Lou i sbou rg g renad ie rs wen t a - fo rag ing ; w e had two kills 
and sca lp 'd be long ing to the 2 2 d r e g i m e n t 4 . 

T h e 5 , h , a ba rge w a s sent be tween the is land and the ma in land to soun; 
the dep th of wa te r ; the French f i red four c a n n o n shot at her, a n d cam; 
d o w n on a large bar of sand , f r om w h e n c e they f i red smal l a rms ; als; 
f ive c a n o e s c a m e d o w n the river, ful l of Ind ians, w h o took the ba rge , mad-
on m a n pr isoner and w o u n d e d another . On the s a m e day their floatin; 
bat ter ies a t tacked our sh ipp ing ; they w e r e soon ob l iged to quit their firing 
G e n . M o n c k t o n o p e n ' d a smal l bat tery upon the sou th s ide ; the first da, 
they c a n n o n a d e d and b o m b a r d e d on both s ides , but lost not a man. 

T h e 8 t h , w e landed on Q u e b e c shore , w i thou t any in tercept ion, ar»: 
m a r c h e d up the river abou t 2 mi les , w h e n the Lou isbourg g renad ie rs weri 
o rde red out to get f a s c i n e s 5 . T h e y had scarce set d o w n to take a sma! 
re f reshment , and de tach 'd a sma l l party of rangers to g u a r d the skirt 
of the w o o d , be fo re a large party of Ind ians su r rounded t h e m , kil l 'd an: 
sca lp 'd th i r teen, w o u n d e d the cap ta in - l ieu tenant and nine pr iva tes; the, 
l ikewise ki l l 'd and w o u n d e d 14 royal A m e r i c a n s , w o u n d e d 2 of the 22 
and one of the 4 0 t h reg iment , w e got on ly 3 p r i soners and kil l 'd two of th 
savages . 

T h e third day our sh ipp ing w a s d rove off by the e n e m y ' s shel ls . W e go 
only s o m e few pr isoners , 'til the 1 2 t h day , w h e n the French built a batter, 
aga ins t us, but had not t ime to moun t any g u n s o n it, for w e soon demo 
ish 'd it w i th our f ield p ieces and hautzers . T h e 1 4 l h day their floatin: 
bat ter ies c a m e out after our boats , but s o o n d rove t h e m back agair 
T h e 1 7 t h w e set the t o w n on f i re, abou t 12 o 'c lock, w h i c h continue, 
bu rn ing all that d a y 6 . 

O n the 1 7 l h , w e w e n t out a- fasc in ing, and to m a k e oars , w i th a sma 
party to cover us, 5 we re k i l led, of w h i c h 4 w e r e sca lp 'd , and we wa; 
ob l ig 'd to qui t the w o o d d i rect ly ; the Ind ians c a m e up very near,an 
ki l led and sca lp 'd one m a n c lose by us ; the g renad ie rs of the 4 5 t h regiment 
f i red upon t h e m , and ki l l 'd o n e , but the Ind ians car r ied h im off; we had 
f ive ki l led and th ree w o u n d e d ; but our peop le re turn ing upon t h e m , madt 
t h e m fly so fast that they w e r e ob l ig 'd to leave their ma tch -coa ts , w l 
severa l o ther th ings beh ind t h e m ; but cou ld not get one of t h e m prisoners 
A deser te r c a m e to us, f r om w h o m w e got s o m e accoun t of their forcesj 
wh i ch , h o w e v e r imper fec t g a v e us s o m e e n c o u r a g e m e n t . 



The 1 8 t h , the deser te r w e n t out wi th the l ight infantry, to show them a 
place to c ross the fa l ls ; t he Ind ians f i red o n t h e m , but hurt n o n e ; l ikewise 
the s a m e night s o m e of the sh ipp ing pass 'd the t o w n , and o n e run ashore 
on the sou th s ide the river. T h e 1 9 t h day the f loat ing bat ter ies c a m e out 
to a t tack ou r sh ipp ing round the harbour : but ou r bat ter ies o n the land 
side d rove t h e m off, so that the sh ipp ing rece ived but two shot . 

The 2 1 s t , all the g renad ie rs c ross 'd over to the is land of Or leans ; the 
Indians a t tacked us very smar t ly as w e w e r e march ing to the wa te r s ide. 
The s a m e d a y the e n e m y o p e n ' d two bat ter ies on us, wh i ch raked our 
camps. O u r t roops wi th s e a m e n , s t o r m e d a bat tery on the south s ide, 
spiked the c a n n o n 7 , b roke the mor ta rs , b roke into their m a g a z i n e , took 
all their powder , a n d th rew their shot and shel ls into the water . 
The 2 2 d , set the t o w n on f i re, w h i c h burnt all the next day ; s o m e of the 
shipping a t t emp ted to pass the t o w n , but the e n e m y f i red so hot at t h e m , 
they we re ob l iged to turn back. 

The 2 3 d , 3 0 0 prov inc ia ls l anded on the is land of Or leans , w h i c h w a s s o m e 
re in forcement . 

The 2 5 t h , t he Lou i sbou rg bat ta l ion and th ree more c o m p a n i e s of g rena­
diers, w i th th ree c o m p a n i e s of l ight infantry, w e n t round the is land of 
Or leans. The 2 7 t h they arr ived aga in at the c a m p ; and rece ived the news , 
that our fo rces on M o n t m o r e n c y s ide had been a t tack 'd the day be fore , 
and had go t the bet ter of t he e n e m y , in w h i c h ' twas sa id they h a d 3 0 0 
kill 'd. Our loss w a s f ive of f icers and 32 pr iva tes, 12 of w h o m w e r e ki l l 'd, 
the rest w o u n d e d . T h e s a m e day w e n t to get the p lunder w h i c h w a s 
d iscover 'd on the m a r c h round the is land, cons is t ing chief ly of wea r i ng 
apparel , a n d s o m e cash . T h e s a m e night the French sent d o w n f ive f i re-
f loats, w h i c h w e r e tow 'd asho re by the m e n of wa r ' s boats , whe re they 
were burnt w i thou t do ing our sh ipp ing any d a m a g e . 

The 2 9 t h , A tway 's , Hopson 's , Wh i tmore ' s and Warbur ton 's grenadiers wen t 
on board two t ranspor t -sh ips , the rest in f la t -bo t tom boats , w i th a full intent 
to land o n a part of t he F rench sho re ; so as by tha t m e a n s w e might c o m e 
at the t o w n ; t he first push w e m a d e w a s on the 3 1 s t of Ju ly , w i th 13 
compan ies of g renad ie rs , suppo r ted by about 5000 bat ta l ion m e n ; as 
soon as w e l anded w e f i xed our bayone ts , a n d bea t the g renad ie r ' s m a r c h , 
and so a d v a n c e d o n ; dur ing all this t ime their c a n n o n p lay 'd very br iskly 
on us; but their sma l l a r m s , in their t r enches , lay coo l till they we re sure 
of their m a r k ; t hen they pour 'd their sma l l sho t l ike s h o w e r s of hai l , wh i ch 
caus'd our b rave g renad ie rs to fall ve ry fast ; the Genera l saw that our 
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a t tempts we re in va in , re t reated to his boa ts aga in ; the number of the kill'd 
a n d w o u n d e d that d a y w a s abou t 4 0 0 m e n ; in our re t reat w e burn t the 
two sh ips wh ich we had ran ashore on that s ide to cover our l and ing 8 . 
T h e 3 d of Augus t , a par ty of Capt . D a n k s ' s rangers w e n t f r om the island 
of O r l eans to Q u e b e c ' s s ide, 9 l eagues d o w n the r iver; they we re attack'd 
by a par ty of F rench , and w a s smar t l y e n g a g ' d for t he s p a c e of half a n hour: 
but the rangers put t h e m to f l ight, ki l l 'd severa l and took one prisoner: 
the rangers lost the l ieutenant , w h o d ied of h is w o u n d s , and two or three 
pr ivates. T h e y got a great dea l of p lunder . 

T h e 4 , h , the French m a d e an a t tempt to c ross the fal ls, but our hawits 
a n d c o h o r n s ob l iged t hem to retreat w i thou t accomp l i sh ing any th ing. 

T h e 8 t h , two sent ine ls be ing at the fal ls, they took an Ind ian a n d brought 
h im pr isoner to the Gene ra l , w h o sent h im on boa rd the Admi ra l . A t 12 
o 'c lock at n ight w e th rew a ca rcass a n d one shel l o n the e n e m y ' s battery 
of n ine g u n s 9 , wh ich b lew up their magaz ine , p lat forms, and burnt wi th such 
v io lence that s o m e of the gar r ison w e r e ob l iged to get into boa ts to save 
t h e m s e l v e s f rom the f l ames . T h e 9 t h day w e set the t o w n on f i re, being 
the third t ime. 

O n the 1 0 t h the F rench sent d o w n a sort of f loat ing bat tery ; one of the ships 
boa ts be ing sent out to see wha t it w a s , and just as the s e a m e n w e r e going 
to get o n it, it b lew up a n d ki l led one m i d s h i p m a n , a n d w o u n d e d 4 sai lors 
T h e s a m e day about thir ty sa i lors wen t a -p lunder ing on the south s ide of 
t he river, but w e r e su rp r i sed by a par ty of Ind ians a n d d rove off, w i th the 
loss of their p lunder . 

The 1 1 t h , there w a s an e n g a g e m e n t b e t w e e n our scout ing par t ies a n d the 
Ind ians ; our peop le d rove t hem off; w e had severa l k i l led a n d w o u n d e d . 

The 1 2 l h w e had an account of Gen . Mur ray ' s go ing to land above the town; 
he m a d e an a t tempt to land tw ice , and w a s beat off; he m a d e the third 
a t tempt , a n d landed o n the sou th sho re wi th the loss of abou t 100 killed 
and w o u n d e d . The s a m e day w e had an accoun t f r om the e n e m y , that I 
G e n e r a l Amhe rs t ' s a rmy w a s in such a b a d cond i t ion , that they were 
ob l iged to return back a g a i n 1 0 . 

O n the 1 3 t h w e had an accoun t by a deser te r f rom the e n e m y , that they 
w e r e in great wan t of p r o v i s i o n s 1 1 , and that a body of F rench and Indians 
w e r e c o m e over t he fal ls, the s a m e s ide our a rmy w a s on , h a d w i th them 
four d a y s prov is ions , a n d we re the re sti l l . 



&Fig. 5 English map of the Siege of Quebec, describing all the operations. 
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T h e 1 5 t h , Cap t . G o r h a m re tu rned f rom an incurs ion in w h i c h serv ice were 
e m p l o y e d , under his c o m m a n d , 150 rangers , a d e t a c h m e n t f r om the 
d i f ferent reg imen ts , h igh landers , ma r i nes , etc. A m o u n t i n g in all to about 
3 0 0 ; an a rm 'd vesse l , t h ree t ranspor ts , w i th a l ieu tenant a n d s e a m e n of 
t he navy to a t tend h i m ; of w h i c h exped i t i on they g a v e the fo l lowing 
accoun t : " T h a t on the 4 t h of A u g u s t they p r o c e e d e d d o w n to St Pau l ' s bay, 
w h e r e w a s a par ish con ta in ing abou t 2 0 0 m e n , w h o had been very ac t ive in 
d i s t ress ing our boa ts a n d sh ipp ing . A t th ree o 'c lock in the m o r n i n g , Capt . 
G o r h a m landed , and fo rced t w o of their gua rds , of 20 m e n e a c h , w h o fired 
smar t l y for s o m e t ime ; but that in t w o hours he d rove t h e m all f rom 
thei r cove r ing in t he w o o d , a n d c lear 'd the v i l lage, wh i ch they a f terwards 
burn t ; it cons i s ted of abou t 50 f ine h o u s e s and ba rns ; des t royed mos t of 
their cat t le etc. Tha t in th is they had o n e m a n ki l led a n d six w o u n d e d ; 
but tha t the e n e m y had two ki l led a n d severa l w o u n d e d , w h o w e r e carr ied 
off. T h a t f r o m t h e n c e they p r o c e e d e d to Ma i Bay, ten l eagues to the east­
w a r d on the s a m e s ide , w h e r e they d e s t r o y e d ano the r very pret ty par ish, 
d rove off t he inhab i tan ts and s tock w i thou t a n y loss; after wh i ch they made 
a d e s c e n t on the s o u t h shore , oppos i t e t he isle of C o u d r e , des t royed 
part of t he par i shes of St A n n ' s a n d St Roc, w h e r e w e r e m a n y h a n d s o m e 
h o u s e s w i th g o o d fa rms , and l oaded the vesse l s w i th cat t le , and t hen re­
tu rned f r o m their e x p e d i t i o n 1 2 . 

T h e s a m e d a y a par ty of h igh landers c a m e to the isle of O r l e a n s f rom 
Gene ra l M o n c k t o n ' s e n c a m p m e n t , in o rder to des t roy all t he C a n a d a side. 
T h e s a m e d a y our peop le se t o n e of the e n e m y ' s f loat ing bat ter ies on f ire; 
a n d in t he n ight Gene ra l M o n c k t o n set the t o w n on f i re, (be ing the 4 , h 

t ime) and the f l a m e s raged so v io lent ly t h a t ' t w a s imag ined the w h o l e city 
w o u l d have been r e d u c e d in ashes . 

T h e 1 8 t h t he e n e m y hove a b o m b f rom the t o w n wh ich k i l led o n e of our 
m e n and w o u n d e d 6 m o r e . 

O n the 2 0 t h t he Lou i sbou rg g renad ie rs b e g a n their ma rch d o w n the main 
land of Q u e b e c , in order to burn a n d des t roy all the houses on that s ide. 
O n the 2 4 t h , they w e r e a t tacked by a par ty of F rench , w h o had a priest 
for their c o m m a n d e r ; but our par ty ki l l 'd a n d sca lp 'd 31 of t h e m 1 3 , and 
l i kewise the pr iest their c o m m a n d e r ; t hey d id our peop le no d a m a g e . The 
th ree c o m p a n i e s of Lou i sbou rg g renad ie rs ha l ted abou t four m i les down 
the r iver, at a chu rch ca l led the G u a r d i a n A n g e l , w h e r e they w e r e o rdered 
to fort i fy t h e m s e l v e s till fur ther o r d e r s 1 4 ; our p e o p l e had severa l smal l 
par t ies in h o u s e s , a n d the rema inde r con t i nued in the c h u r c h . T h e 2 5 t h , 
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they b e g a n to des t roy the count ry , burn ing houses , cut t ing d o w n their co rn , 
etc. At n ight the Ind ians f i red severa l sca t te r ing shot at the houses , wh ich 
killed o n e h igh lander and w o u n d e d another ; but they we re s o o n repu lsed 
by the heat of our f i r ing: It w a s sa id that the n u m b e r of the e n e m y cons i s ted 
of 800 C a n a d i a n s and Indians. Sept . 1 s l . T h e y set f i re t o the e n e m y ' s 
houses and for t i f icat ions, and then m a r c h e d to jo in the g rand a r m y at 
Mon tmorency . 

The 2 6 , h of Augus t , a ser jeant of the 3 5 l h r eg imen t dese r ted ac ross the 
falls, a n d tho 'our peop le f i red severa l shot at h i m , he got c lear off to 
the E n e m y . 

The 2 7 t h , s o m e of our sh ipp ing wen t past the t o w n , no tw i ths tand ing the 
enemy kept a cons tan t f i r ing of shot and shel ls at t h e m , tho ' w i thou t do ing 
them m u c h d a m a g e . T h e 2 9 l r \ f ive sai l mo re pass 'd the t own , up the river, 
amidst the cons tan t f i r ing of the e n e m y ; and on the 3 0 t h , four m o r e of our 
vessels p a s s e d the t o w n w i thou t rece iv ing any cons ide rab le d a m a g e f rom 
the e n e m y ' s bat ter ies asho re tho ' they kept up a very br isk f i re upon t h e m 
as they pass 'd up. S e p t e m b e r 1 s t , all the s ick a n d w o u n d e d that w e r e 
on M o n t m o r e n c y s ide , c a m e over to t he isle of Or leans . O n the 2 d inst. 
a large body of Wo l fe ' s t r oops c a m e over w i th the Lou i sbou rg g renad ie rs , 
and e n c a m p e d that n ight on the s a m e is land. 

The 3 d day all the e n e m y left M o n t m o r e n c y s ide, they set all the houses 
and for t i f icat ions on f i re, a n d then e m b a r k ' d in f l a t -bo t tomed boats and 
c a m e u p a b o v e t h e m ; the F rench f i red very br isk all t he t i m e of their 
pass ing , but d id t h e m no d a m a g e . T h e y wen t over to Point Levee a n d 
e n c a m p e d there . 

The 4 t h , T h e Lou i sbou rg g renad ie rs and the rema inde r of the a rmy c ross 'd 
over to Point Levee f rom the isle of O r l eans , a n d e n c a m p e d there . T h e 
same d a y four m e n c a m e f r o m G e n e r a l A m h e r s t ' s a rmy ; they we re 2 6 days 
on their j ou rney , a n d in fo rmed us , that w e we re in possess ion of T i c o n -
deroga a n d C rown-Po in t . 

The 5 t h , abou t 5 or 600 m e n m a r c h ' d up the r iver, on Point Levee s ide, to 
go a b o v e the t o w n , a n d car r ied one mon th ' s p rov is ion up in s l o o p s 1 5 . T h e 
s a m e day o n e of the Roya l A m e r i c a n s , w h o w a s taken pr isoner by the 
French Ind ians on the 3 1 s t of Ju ly , m a d e his escape and c a m e to the 
Porcup ine s loop of war , wh i ch lay a little be low the fall ; he in form'd us , that 
there w a s but abou t 3 0 0 Ind ians w i th the e n e m y , that car r ied a r m s ; but 
that there w a s a g rea t n u m b e r of w o m e n a n d ch i ld ren , a n d that they we re 
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very scan t of p rov is ions ; l i kewise that he h imsel f had b e e n 4 8 hou rs without 
any th ing to eat ; he fur ther sa id that the e n e m y w e r e very n u m e r o u s in 
their i n t r enchmen ts cons is t ing of at least 14 ,000 m e n , of w h i c h 11,000 
we re C a n a d i a n s and the rest regu lars , the latter of w h o m were heartily 
t i red of t he se ige . 

T h e 6 t h , the s c h o o n e r Ter ro r of F rance , wen t above the t o w n , in the middle 
of t he day , as she pass 'd t he e n e m y kept u p a cons tan t f i re at her, and 
she rece ived severa l shor ts in her sai ls , but lost none of her hands . 
T h e w h o l e a r m y be ing on Point Levee s ide , t he m a i n body w e r e o rde red to 
get ready to m a r c h a b o v e the t o w n , o n the sou th s ide, a n d to t ake with 
t h e m on ly o n e shir t a n d o n e pair of s tock ings , bes ides w h a t they h a d on: 
they m a r c h e d up the river about e ight m i les , a n d then e m b a r k e d on board 
the m e n of wa r a n d t ranspor ts tha t w e r e up the r iver; t he n u m b e r that 
e m b a r k e d w a s 3 3 4 9 m e n , w i th a par ty of the train of art i l lery. 

T h e 1 0 l n , t he w e a t h e r be ing ve ry we t , a n d the t roops ve ry m u c h c rowded 
on board the m e n of wa r and t ranspor ts , the Genera l though t p roper to land 
t h e m o n the sou th s ide a g a i n ; w h i c h w a s a g rea t d e c o y to t he F r e n c h 1 6 ; 
w e then m a r c h e d to the chu rch of St. N icho las , under the c o m m a n d of 
G e n e r a l M o n c k t o n , w h e r e w e ha l ted . T h e next d a y w e rece ived intelli­
g e n c e of a sma l l n u m b e r of F rench and Indians, w h o w e r e dr iv ing some 
ca t t le ; w e d i s p a t c h e d a par ty of 500 m e n , w h o took the cat t le but the 
e n e m y got off. 

T h e 1 2 l h , w e rece ived o rde rs to e m b a r k on boa rd the t ranspor ts a g a i n , and 
to hold ou rse l ves in read iness to land next morn ing at day l ight, under the 
he igh ts of A b r a h a m ; accord ing ly w e l anded at b reak of day , and imme­
diate ly a t tacked and rou ted a cons ide rab le body of the e n e m y 1 7 and took 
possess ion of their bat tery of 24 -pounde rs , and o n e 13- inch mor tar , with 
but a very incons iderab le loss on our s ide. W e then took post on the plains 
of A b r a h a m , w h e r e M. M o n t c a l m (on hear ing that w e w e r e landed for he 
did not expec t us) has ted w i th his w h o l e a rmy, cons is t ing of cava l ry as 
wel l as infantry, to g ive us bat t le ; abou t 9 o 'c lock w e obse rv ' d the enemy 
m a r c h i n g d o w n t o w a r d s us in th ree c o l u m n s , at ten they f o r m e d their line 
of bat t le , w h i c h w a s at least s ix deep , hav ing their f lanks cove red by a 
th ick w o o d on e a c h s ide, into wh ich they t h rew a b o v e a 1000 Canadians 
and Ind ians, w h o gau l ' d us m u c h . W e got two six pounders to f ire against 
the e n e m y very soon, six more , bes ides t w o royal h a w i t z e r s 1 8 , c a m e u p while 
the e n e m y we re m a k i n g haste to at tack before our art i l lery shou ld be got 
up, as they d r e a d e d ou r qu ick f i r i ng ; acco rd ing l y their regu lars then 
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Fig. 6 Positions of the opposed forces at the battle of September 13, 1759 
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m a r c h e d br isk ly up to us, a n d g a v e us their f irst f i re at abou t 50 yards 
d i s tance , w h i c h w e did not re tu rn , as it w a s G e n . Wo l fe ' s exp ress orders 
not to f i re 'till they c a m e wi th in 20 ya rds of us ; they con t i nued fir ing by 
p la toons a d v a n c i n g in a very regular manne r , 'till they c a m e c lose up to us, 
and then the ac t ion b e c a m e gene ra l : Ou r art i l lery f i red so br isk ly, seconded 
by the smal l a r m s f rom the reg imen ts , w h o b e h a v e d w i th the greatesl 
in t rep id i ty , o rder , a n d regu la r i t y , w i th a c h e e r f u l n e s s w h i c h foretold 
v ic tory on our s ide , a n d in abou t 15 m inu tes they gave way , s o that we 
fairly beat them in open f ie ld, d rove t hem before u s 1 9 , part into Quebec , the 
rest ran prec ip i ta te ly c ross St. Char les r iver, ove r a br idge of boa ts , and 
s o m e thro ' the water , T h e e n e m y lost in t he e n g a g e m e n t , Lieutenant 
Genera l M o n t c a l m , w h o had th ree w o u n d s f r o m our s i x -pounder grape, ol 
w h i c h he d ied nex t day ; one Co lone l , two L ieut . Co lone l s , and at least 
1500 of f icers a n d m e n ki l led and w o u n d e d , and 2 0 0 t a k e n p r i soners at the 
very sa l l y -pos ts , of w h i c h m a n y w e r e of f icers. W e lost the b rave Gen. 
W o l f e , w h o rece ived th ree w o u n d s , but had the sa t is fac t ion be fo re his 
dea th to see his o w n Plan s o e x e c u t e d as to beat the e n e m y total ly; he 
then sa id : "I t hank G o d , n o w I shal l d ie c o n t e n t e d . " we re his last words 
Br igad ier Gene ra l M o n c k t o n ; Co l . Car l t on , Q u a r t e r - m a s t e r - G e n e r a l ; Major 
Barry , ad judan t -gene ra l , and severa l o ther of f icers w e r e w o u n d e d 2 0 . 

A t four in t he a f te rnoon , M. Bouga inv i l l e a p p e a r e d in the rear, w i th about 
1500 foot and 2 0 0 horse , upon w h i c h Br igad ier G e n . Bur ton , wi th the 
3 5 t h a n d 4 8 l h r eg imen ts m a r c h e d to the left to rece ive h im but he no sooner 
s a w our d ispos i t i ons m a d e to e n g a g e h im t han he faced to the right 
abou t , a n d m a d e a mos t prec ip i ta te ret reat . 

A t t en o 'c lock at n ight w e su rp r i sed their g u a r d and took possess ion ol 
their g rand h o s p i t a l 2 1 , w h e r e i n w e f ound b e t w e e n 12 and 1500 s ick and 
w o u n d e d . 

W e r e m a i n e d that n ight o n the f ield of bat t le , and on the 1 4 t h in the morning 
w e s e c u r e d the br idge of boa ts they had over Cha r l es r iver, a n d possessed 
ou rse l ves of all t he posts a n d a v e n u e s that w e r e or m igh t have been of any 
c o n s e q u e n c e lead ing to the t o w n a n d b e g a n to p repare for a t tack ing the 
gar r i son in f o r m , a n d got up for that pu rpose , twe l ve heavy 24-pounders;s ix 
heavy 12 -pounde rs , s o m e large mor ta rs , a n d the 4- inch haw i tze rs , to play 
u p o n the t o w n , and had b e e n e m p l o y e d th ree d a y s , in tend ing to make a 
b reach , a n d to s t o rm the city s w o r d in h a n d , but w e r e p reven ted by their 
bea t ing a par ley, a n d sent out a f lag of t ruce w i th ar t ic les of capitulation, 
and nex t d a y be ing the 1 8 t h of S e p t e m b e r , the ar t ic les w e r e s igned (see 
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Hutchin 's A l m a n a c ) and w e took possess ion of the city, whe re w e found 
180 p ieces of c a n n o n , f rom 2 to 36 pounde rs ; a number of mor ta rs w i th a 
iarge quant i ty of art i l lery s to res , etc. etc. 

The day after the e n g a g e m e n t the e n e m y a b a n d o n e d Beaupor t , leav ing 
behind t h e m abou t 30 p ieces of c a n n o n , a n d 4 mor ta rs , hav ing first set 
fire to all their f loat ing bat te r ies , and b lown up their m a g a z i n e of powder . 

M. Vaudreu i l , the gove rno r -gene ra l of N e w - F r a n c e , s to le out of the city 
before the c a p i t u l a t i o n 2 2 ; leav ing only about 6 0 0 m e n , under the c o m m a n d 
of Mons. R a m s a y , by w h o m the cap i tu la t ion w a s s igned . T h e poor rema ins 
of the F rench regu la rs , w i th a b o u t 10 ,000 C a n a d i a n s , ret i red to J a c q u e s 
Quart iers under the c o m m a n d of M. Levy , but the C a n a d i a n s dese r ted f rom 
him in great n u m b e r s , a n d c a m e in and su r rende red themse lves . 

Sept. 1 9 l h . , the F rench gar r i son w e r e e m b a r k e d on board t ranspor ts ; 
such of the inhab i tan ts as wou ld c o m e in a n d take the oa th of a l leg iance 
were permi t ted to en joy their es ta tes . 

Brigadier Gene ra l Mur ray is gove rno r of the t o w n , and the who le a rmy 
left to gar r i son it. 

During the who le s iege f rom first to last, 535 houses were burned d o w n 2 3 , 
amongst wh i ch is the who le eas te rn part of the lower town (save 6 or 8 

Fig. 7 Two four-pounder French cannon captured by the English at Québec in 
1759 and subsequently taken to the Tower of London (Document, British Museum). 
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houses ) wh i ch m a k e s a very d i sma l a p p e a r a n c e . 

T h e e n e m y w e r e a b o v e d o u b l e our n u m b e r by their o w n confess ion, 
bes ides the i r Ind ians, a n d w e r e e n t r e n c h e d , had b reas t -works , f letches, 
redoub ts , sho re a n d f loat ing bat ter ies etc. T h e e n e m y kept a d i l igent look 
out up St . L a w r e n c e r iver, f r om t h e n c e to h inder a n y c o m m u n i c a t i o n with 
G e n . A m h e r s t , a n d had in te rcep ted two of f icers and four Ind ians coming 
f rom h im to us. W e bu rned a n d d e s t r o y e d u p w a r d s of 1400 f ine farm 
h o u s e s , for w e du r ing the s iege w e r e mas te rs of a great part of their 
coun t ry a long sho re , and par t ies w e r e a lmost cont inua l ly kep t ou t ravaging 
the coun t ry ; so tha t 't is tho ' t it wi l l t ake t h e m half a cen tu ry to recover 
the d a m a g e . 

42 



<D 
Ë 
CD 

CQ 
CD 

-c 

UJ 
u. 
'—I 

o 

03 
c 
CD 

CD 

o 
• Q 
c 
crj 

£ 
£ 
o 
o 

a> 

CD 

c 

3 

CD 

JS AI 
s~ K 
O i -

h 
i t 
en 4 1 

TO CO 
"D 

CD O 
5 a> 
SC - Q 

-cd 

£ a 

o o 

T J 
EU 

T J 

c 

o 

5 

T J 
CO 

| B 1 0 1 c o c o ^ t C v j ^ r r ^ o o r ^ ' ^ - C N J C D c D 
CO u -) ^ CM CD CT) CT> CO LT> 

SSSSOJIBI/M 
m " 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

s jauung 
^ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I I 1 

sjaipjequjog 
- 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

8 | y p u e >(UBy | i r > c r > c \ j T - c \ j c o c o co -3-

sjawujnjQ 
1 1 - 1 1 1 1 1 - 1 1 1 

s j u B e a j e g | a * > - N i - | co e\i | r>- 1 

su6|SU3 | | ^ | CM | , - CM | CO | 

s j u B u a j n a n | t > - ^ | ^ C I | i n » 

S U I B l d B Q 
v 

I I CO CM | CM | CM T - 1 CM v -

s jauung 
" 1 1 1 1 1 I I I I 1 

a i y pue > | U B y cm n t o n r - | co m | f n 

S}uea6jas 1 1 ^ 1 1 1 1 - 1 1 - 1 

su6|sug 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 - 1 1 1 1 

s j u B u a i n a n 

SUjBldBO 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 - 1 

c ÇD-ç j 
CD S CD 

:C3 

O 0 / - > 

> o -

0 £ 

T J g 
CO 

.Si eo 

"SO 

: M O 

CO CO 

o _ O 
CO CO 

CD 
T3 
CO 
c: 

£ 

CT) >i 
e n g 

ço 5 

CD . Q 
9 - D 

CD CD 

> CO 

> CÛ 

CD 1 
co 

< CD < ^ _ i 

43 





siEGE 
DE 

Q U E B E C , 

E N 1759. 

C O P I E D ' A P R E S UN MANUSCRIT 

1FP0BTÉ DK LOS DIES, FAR 

L O R S D E S O N R E T O U R E N C A N A D A , 

JSn Septembre 1834. — Mai 1835. 

COPIE D'UN MANUSCRIT DÉPOSÉ A LA BIBLIOTHÈQUE DE 
HAKTWELL EN ANGLETERRE. 

Q U E B E C : 

D E S P R E S S E S D E F R E C H E T T E k Cl» , 

1 ( 0 . 8, N C • L A M 0 N T 1 Q H I . 

1836. 





THE SIEGE OF QUÉBEC — 1759 

Copy of a manuscript in the Hartwell Library, England, brought to 
Canada by Denis-Benjamin Viger in 1835 
The following note explaining how this manuscript came to this library is written on the back 
of the cover. 

J . H . L E E H A R T W E L L 
May 1831 

Presented to the Har twe l l L ibrary by Cap ta in W . H . S m y t h , R.N. 

This manusc r i p t w a s g i ven to Cap ta in S m y t h , by Cap ta in , now C o m m o d o r e 
S c h o m b e r g , son of Sir A lexande r S c h o m b e r g , w h o wro te the notes w h i c h 
are in the marg in . 

Sir, 
Mr. Garneau, who works for me, profited from the moments during which he was free of 
his duties to copy the manuscript journal written during the siege of Quebec and deposited 
in your Hartwell Library and which you were good enough to send me to have a copy made. 
I too profit, in sending it back, from the first period of leisure my own occupations have left 
me to request that you accept my expressions of gratitude for what I consider a gift to my 
country; I regret that the author of the work is unknown: I would like to be able to discover 
his name. Meanwhile I must say that he gives proof of a truthful character which renders 
him precious in my eyes; a good many of the author's observations are in keeping with 
traditions I have myself collected on the state of affairs in the country during that very important 
epoch in the history of Canada. 

Pray accept the assurances of respect and gratitude with which I have the honour. 
Dear Sir, 
to be 
Your very humble 
and obedient servant, 
(Signed) D.B. VIGER 

London Coffee House, 
Ludgate Hill, 
May 28, 1832. 

Dr. Lee 
London. 
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7 759 — May 1 to May 10 

S o m e pr isoners t aken by d i f ferent par t ies a n d b rough t to Mont rea l as ear ly 
as the beg inn ing of May , all u n a n i m o u s l y * . . . that g rea t p repara t ions w e r e 
be ing m a d e in the Engl ish co lon ies for the invas ion of the who le of C a n a d a . 
T h e y s p o k e of th ree d i f ferent a t tacks to be m a d e at the s a m e t ime, wh i ch 
wou ld invo lve over 60 ,000 m e n . 

T h e s e rumors we re very c red ib le , but e i ther t h rough indo lence or lack of 
f ood supp l ies , as w a s sa id , l itt le thought w a s g iven to tak ing the necessa ry 
p recau t ions , par t icu lar ly to pro tec t ing Q u é b e c f rom at tack. It w a s the p lace 
mos t t h rea tened wi th the largest fo rces , w h i c h peop le d id not wan t to 
be l ieve , cons ide r ing the river to be an impene t rab le bou leva rd b e c a u s e so 
dif f icult to nav iga te . 

T h e de la Reyne bat ta l ion and the G o v e r n m e n t of Q u e b e c ' s t w o d e Berry 
bat ta l ions w e r e never the less sent to Car i l lon a l though they w e r e the mos t 
d is tant ; to re l ieve th is G o v e r n m e n t w h i c h w a s c o n s i d e r e d the mos t 
dep le ted (a l though it w a s not, as there wi l l later be occas ion to remark ) 
M. de B o u r g l a m a r q u e w a s sent to c o m m a n d this f ront and it w a s dec ided 
that M. d e M o n t c a l m and the o ther gene ra l s wou ld rema in at Mon t réa l 
wa i t ing for the e n e m y ' s p lans to b e c o m e bet ter k n o w n , w h e n they wou ld 
r e m o v e to those p laces w h e r e the need w a s mos t p ress ing . 

May 10 to May 20 

T h e first n e w s f rom F rance , b rough t to Q u é b e c on the 1 0 , h by M. de 
Bouga inv i l l e , a long wi th all the let ters f r om the cour t b e g a n to o p e n eyes 
to C a n a d a ' s danger . The let ters f r om the min is ter a n d all t hose f rom 
Eu rope revea led Eng land ' s mass i ve a rm ing aga ins t C a n a d a and the too 
apparen t probabi l i ty of the s iege of Québec . O n the other h a n d , c o n ­
s idera t ion of the smal l n u m b e r of vesse ls sen t for the a r m y supp ly off icer 
and the fear that no more w o u l d be rece ived th rew all into cons te rna t ion 
and led to a t housand pro jects but no dec is ion as to w h i c h wou ld be 
adop ted . 

M. le marqu is de M o n t c a l m s t rong ly op ined that it w a s essent ia l to go 
to Q u é b e c to e x a m i n e the posi t ion of the p lace a n d its su r round ings , and 
cons ider , w i thou t los ing a m o m e n t , h o w it cou ld be put in a s ta te of de fence . 

It t hen b e c a m e obv ious that an error had been m a d e send ing off the 

' r e p o r t e d . This word was omitted in the original and is supplied here to render the meaning. 
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three bat ta l ions a l ready m e n t i o n e d , that p rec ious t ime wou ld be lost in 
hav ing o thers c o m e d o w n . 

M. d e M o n t c a l m ar r ived in Q u é b e c a r round the 2 0 t h and the very next day 

news ar r ived f rom the smal l posts set a long the r iver of f i f teen Engl ish 

vesse ls ancho r ed at B ic 1 . Such a bold under tak ing so early in the s e a s o n 

had a n u m b i n g ef fect . T h e nor th -eas t w ind wh ich had been b low ing 

cons tan t l y for s o m e d a y s , f o l l owed by the c lea res t b lue sky (wh ich 

eve ryone said had never been seen in this c l imate) led to the belief that 

the e n e m y f leet wou ld ga ther in a day or two at St. B e r n a b i e 2 and that 

with g o o d wea the r , it cou ld reach Q u é b e c before thr ice twen ty - fou r hours 

had passed . 

A la rm w a s un iversa l t h roughou t the coun t ry ; no t roops in Q u é b e c , a t o w n 

open on all s ides ; no p lan of opera t ion or de fence ; eve ryone hurr ied to 

pack his be long ings and send t h e m to Tro is -R iv iè res or Mon t réa l for 

sa fekeep ing . 

M. de Vaudreu i l ar r ived in the mids t of this chaos ; counc i l upon counc i l 

w a s held to wh ich a n y o n e w h o p re tended to impor tance w a s invi ted but 

no dec is ive reso lu t ion w a s u rged . 

Orders we re sent to has ten the depar tu re of regular t roops f rom their 

quar ters and a s s e m b l e the mi l i t ia of the G o v e r n m e n t s of Mon t réa l , T ro is -

Riv ières and Q u é b e c . 

At the beg inn ing of May o rde rs had been sent d o w n the river f r om 

Q u é b e c c o m m a n d i n g the set t lers to m a k e h id ing-p laces in the w o o d s to 

wh ich their w ives , ch i ld ren a n d be long ings could be sent upon the app roach 

of the e n e m y ; cour ie rs , o f f icers, w e r e there fo re sent to car ry out these 

o rders a n d in par t icu lar to comp le te ly evacua te Isle aux C o u d r e s and 

Isle d 'Or léans . T h e s e orders , s o prec ip i ta te a n d doub t less g i ven w i thou t 

much thought as to the possibi l i ty of the e n e m y f leet 's c o m i n g s t ra ight up 

the river, d id more h a r m to t h o u s a n d s of set t lers than the e n e m y cou ld 

have d o n e ; m a n y fami l ies w e r e ru ined by th is has te ; th ree-quar te rs of the 

l ivestock per i shed and for a long t ime, Isle aux C o u d r e s and Isle d 'Or léans 

wh ich suppo r ted at least 5 0 0 0 head of cat t le , wi l l not recover f r om their 

loss, not to men t i on s o m e of the set t lers , w o m e n and ch i ld ren , w h o 

unfor tunate ly pe r i shed after ga ther ing at o n e e n d of the is lands wi thout 

hav ing f irst p rov ided for boa ts to t ranspor t t hem or food supp l ies to l ive 

on a n d p laces to w i t h d r a w to . 

The first surpr ise past however , the wo rk to be d o n e w a s o rgan i zed 
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in an order ly f ash ion ; it w a s dec ided to enc lose the t o w n wi th in palisades, 
put up bat ter ies at all the mos t appropr ia te po in ts , that is a long the ramparts 
of t he p lace or a long the shore w h e r e a descen t s e e m e d e a s y 3 . 

May 20 to May 30 

All the co lony ' s fo rces gradua l ly ga the red at Q u é b e c and on the 25 l h 

of the m o n t h , there w e r e 1000 ab le -bod ied m e n , inc lud ing the colonial 
land fo rces , the mi l i t ia, s e a m e n a n d s a v a g e s ; they w e r e c a m p e d be low the 
t o w n ; they we re de ta i led to the di f ferent w o r k s and by the end of the month 
pa l i sades had been ra ised, bat ter ies built and the t o w n pro tec ted from a 
supr ise at tack. Dur ing this t ime , the nor th -eas t w ind hav ing doub led in 
s t rength , the Eng l ish squad ron cou ld not hold on at Bic but w a s forced 
to g o u p r iver in sp i te of itself a n d c a m e to Isle aux C o u d r e s ; t h e surprising 
th ing is that under a s t rong w ind and w i thou t acc ident , it m a n a g e d to drop 
anchor in the safest and best p lace w i thou t a pi lot.* Th is n e w s gave rise 
to r e n e w e d cons te rna t i on ; no o n e doub ted that the ent i re f leet fo l lowed 
Ou r s e a m e n , w h o h a d a lways held th is p a s s a g e to be a nav iga t iona l feat, 
w h i c h w a s r ead i l y b e l i e v e d in v i e w of t h e u n f o r t u n a t e acc iden ts 
wh ich s o o f ten befel l our vesse l s , b l ushed to see that the Eng l ish had so 
easi ly s u c c e e d e d wi thout any danger . Counc i l s w e r e immed ia te ly held 
to dec i de upon the obs tac les wh ich cou ld be b rough t aga ins t the enemy 
by wate r ; it w a s dec ided to sink two or th ree large merchan t sh ips in the 
p lace ca l led the T r a v e r s e 4 w h i c h all ou r s e a m e n conf ident ly he ld to be 
less t han six h u n d r e d a n d fifty feet w i d e 5 ; s u c c e s s w a s cons ide red assured 
b e c a u s e it w a s sa id that on ly o n e sh ip at a t ime cou ld pass through. 
As a p recau t ionary m e a s u r e , m e n w e r e sent to e x a m i n e the p lace , but 
they d i scove red it w a s over o n e mi le w i d e and that a lmos t an ent i re fleet 
cou ld go th rough it abreast . Th is repor t c a u s e d as m u c h surpr ise as the 
f irst n e w s of t he ar r iva l of t he enemy , s o g rea t w a s the gove rnmen t s 
i gno rance of eve ry th ing conce rn ing this count ry , even ten l eagues f rom the 
cap i ta l , and b e c a u s e of the little credi t wh i ch cou ld be g iven the knowledge 
of the s e a m e n w h o s e unde rs tand ing d o e s not ex tend b e y o n d their own 
in terests a n d the m e a n s of mak ing a fo r tune. Th is pro ject w a s therefore 
a b a n d o n e d ; another tack w a s a d o p t e d ; it w a s dec ided to sacr i f ice eight 
of the largest m e r c h a n t vesse ls to m a k e of t hem f i re-sh ips ; to bui ld fire-
ra f t s 6 , g u n b o a t s a n d a f loat ing bat tery , a n e w invent ion wh ich wou ld cost 

" The copy in appendix of J.D. de Vitré's petition reveals that his father, an English prisoner-
of-war, piloted the English fleet to Quebec. 
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as m u c h as a 50-gun ship. Adven tu re rs , e n c o u r a g e d by the large reward 

promised in order to at t ract t h e m , o f fered to burn the e n e m y vesse ls wi th 

br imstone b o m b s w h i c h they had invented and expe r imen ted wi th in 

public. T h e s e p repara t ions m a d e , it w a s reso lved to awai t the arr ival of the 

enemy vesse ls be fo re Q u é b e c . 

A colonia l cap ta in (M.D.L .N. ) had been sent to the Isle aux Coud res wi th 

a d e t a c h m e n t of th ree hund red m e n and w a s to be jo ined by all the sett lers 

f rom that and other a reas : th is g a v e h im a cons iderab le body of m e n . 

This off icer, as s o o n as he pe rce ived the f irst e n e m y vesse ls in the 

d is tance, hast i ly evacua ted the is land to the great despa i r of the sett lers 

who be l ieved the we l l - t reed is land cou ld be held and the Engl ish rebuf fed 

to great advan tage each t ime they shou ld endeavou r to land and that 

should the e n e m y prove too s t rong , they wou ld a lways be in a pos i t ion 

to retreat w i thout dange r to par ts of the is land w h o s e wa te rs we re unnav-

igable. Even ts just i f ied their point of v iew s ince the Engl ish wa i ted eight 

days be fo re dar ing to put a m a n ashore and sent only very smal l par t ies, 

and that on ly after hav ing seen f rom the c row 's nest that there w a s no 

sign of set t lers. 

The e n e m y took full a d v a n t a g e of th is deser t ion to p repare s tores and 

d isembark their s ick w h o w e r e increas ing in number each day. 

Dur ing th is t ime, t he h ighly p laced and mos t inf luent ia l pe rsons sent their 

be long ings and those of the K ing to Tro is -R iv iè res or to s o m e of the 

ships f r om F rance : t he ma in f r igates w e r e o rdered two leagues ups t ream 

from Q u é b e c to the A n s e des Mères to prevent the e n e m y ' s descend ing 

f rom that s ide. 

June 7 to June 70 

Once the first fr ight had passed and it b e c a m e c lear that even if the ent i re 

enemy f leet w e r e a s s e m b l e d at Bic, it wou ld stil l t a ke th ree w e e k s to 

reach Q u é b e c s ince a large f leet canno t go as fast as o n e indiv idual 

vesse l , t hough t w a s g i ven to put t ing a litt le m o r e order into t he var ious 

a r rangements . 

The first s t ep w a s to pay a little m o r e at tent ion to t he consump t i on of 

food supp l ies the lack of w h i c h , b e c o m i n g m o r e ev ident f r om day to day , 

was g r o w i n g m o r e redoub tab le than the e n e m y . 

It was a lso recogn ized that the re w a s suff ic ient t ime to ex tend de fences 

against a descen t far b e y o n d the m a i n p lace. T h e t roops w e r e d iv ided 

into d i f ferent co rps , as far as Beaupor t , about two short l eagues away. 
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S o m e w e r e e m p l o y e d in bu i ld ing b reas two rks o n the r ight bank of t he River 
Sa in t Cha r l es , s o m e in bu i ld ing a b r idge and regu lar ly s t reng then ing the 
h e a d ; o the rs in bu i ld ing redoub ts in p laces w h e r e a descen t seemed 
eas ies t . Du r ing that t ime , it w a s repor ted that t he set t lers on the Isle 
d 'O r léans , be fo re evacua t i ng the is land, had h idden their g ra in in the 
w o o d s , but in s u c h a w a y that it cou ld very eas i ly be f ound . Orders 
w e r e g i ven to have the gra in recove red o n cond i t i on h o w e v e r that those 
w h o dec la red t h e m s e l v e s the o w n e r s be pa id . T h e quant i ty of co rn thus 
recove red a m o u n t e d t o 2 0 , 0 0 0 m ino ts , a p rod ig ious v o l u m e for an is land ol 
less t h a n 2 5 0 0 set t le rs , w i thou t c o u n t i n g the o ther p laces w h i c h cou ld not 
b e found a n d the g ra in the inhab i tan ts mus t h a v e taken as supp l ies for 
t h e m s e l v e s ; ev ident proof that the scarc i ty had never been real and that 
t he s h o r t a g e fel t w a s ra ther t h e resul t of v ice w i th in t h e government 
admin is t ra t i on than of a mate r ia l lack. 

At t he s a m e t ime a d e t a c h m e n t of 150 C a n a d i a n s and 100 s a v a g e s was 
put under the c o m m a n d of a s ing le of f icer ( named Berv i l le) , to go in the 
d i rec t ion of t he Isle aux C o u d r e s , e n g a g e the Eng l ish w h o had landed and 
a m b u s h t h e m in t he w o o d s wi th w h i c h the ent i re is land is c o v e r e d ; but 
for no spec ia l r eason , this of f icer s topped short at s ight of the is land and 
l imi ted his m i s s i o n to con temp la t i on of t h e Eng l ish vesse ls . Four or five 
C a n a d i a n s , ind ignant at be ing reduced to id leness , e s c a p e d under cover 
of n ight and a p p r o a c h e d the i s l and ; and wi th morn ing they su rp r i sed three 
y o u n g m e n , k i l led the i r m o u n t s and took the m e n back w i th t h e m unharm­
ed . T h e y w e r e th ree m i d s h i p m e n p laced on vede t te duty to send signals 
shou ld they s ight vesse l s to the s o u t h ; o n e of t h e m w a s the g r a n d s o n of 
Adm i ra l Rude l * , the s q u a d r o n c o m m a n d e r . 

S i nce th is d e t a c h m e n t re tu rned hav ing a c c o m p l i s h e d no th ing , two others 
w e r e sen t out unde r o ther of f icers cons ide red m o r e ab le ; o n e to station 
itself on t h e Isle of O r leans , t he o ther to go d o w n s t r e a m o n the nor th side 
of t he r iver. 

A bad habi t w h i c h has a lways ex is ted in C a n a d a , w h i c h m a y be noted 
in pass ing is that of pu t t ing s o m e t i m e s 2 0 0 or 3 0 0 m e n under o n e officer 
ra ther t han seve ra l , w h i c h w o u l d be ve ry easy in v iew of the i r large number 
T h e of f icers c o u l d o b s e r v e and cont ro l each o ther and their t imid i ty would 
not go u n p u n i s h e d . Moreove r , t he m o r e of f icers the re are, the m o r e the 
m e n are h e a r t e n e d . 

" E r r o r . T h e r e a r - a d m i r a l ' s n a m e w a s D u r e l l 
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Dur ing this t ime, it w a s learned that the Eng l i sh s q u a d r o n had a d v a n c e d 

to the foot of t he T rave rse , doub t l ess to s o u n d and reconno i t re it. E v e r y o n e 

then expos tu la ted aga inst t he fa i lure to t ake the p recau t ion of send ing 

o n e of the f r igates out to rebuff t he smal l vesse ls w h i c h w o u l d c o m e 

to s o u n d the T r a v e r s e , it be ing very obv ious that the large sh ips wou ld 

not ven tu re fo rward be fo re the T r a v e r s e had b e e n proper ly s tud ied and 

that a f r igate cou ld w i thou t any d a n g e r push back or s ink to the bo t tom 

any scou t vesse l that m igh t c o m e . 

T h e s u p p l y o f f i ce r 7 o f fe red his t w o f r igates for th is pu rpose , e a c h m o u n t e d 

wi th 2 8 c a n n o n , reques t i ng secur i ty on ly for their cost pr ice in F rance 

shou ld they be lost ; but doub t less ou t of cau t ion or for r easons of 

e c o n o m y , th is p roposa l w a s not a c c e p t e d and the smal l Eng l ish sh ips had 

every oppor tun i t y to s o u n d and mark the T rave rse . 

Severa l m e e t i n g s w e r e he ld to d i scuss wha t to d o wi th the Lower T o w n ; 

s o m e w e r e for its total des t ruc t ion , s ince it w a s comp le te l y o p e n on the 

r iver s ide ; o the rs o p i n e d that on l y t he roo fs of al l t he h o m e s shou ld be 

r e m o v e d to prevent their ca tch ing f i re, w h i c h cou ld sp read to the houses 

in the Uppe r T o w n ; ne i ther of t hese points of v iew w e r e g iven a t tent ion. 

( Q u é b e c in t ru th w o u l d be no th ing w e r e the Lower T o w n des t royed ) . 

It w a s dec ided to enc lose it insofar as w a s poss ib le ei ther w i th wal ls 

or pa l i sades and to moun t as m a n y c a n n o n as poss ib le the f i re of wh i ch 

wou ld be des t ruc t i ve 8 . 

T h r o u g h neg l i gence , f i re caugh t in o n e of t h e f i re-sh ips just as it w a s 

c o m p l e t e d , b e c a u s e of the ina t tent ion or i gno rance of the w o r k e r s ; twe l ve 

m e n per i shed in t h e b laze and great w a s the fear that t he f ire wou ld 

sp read to the t o w n or the o ther vesse l s in the roads , wh i ch fo r tunate ly it 

did not . 

T h e Gove rno r of M o n t r é a l , in c o m m a n d of the t o w n wh i le all the genera l s 

we re absen t , w ro te then that he w a s petr i f ied b e c a u s e of the large n u m b e r 

of p r i soners in that p lace a n d the sma l l n u m b e r of t roops he h a d to con ta in 

them. O rde rs w e r e sent to have t hem taken d o w n to T ro is -R iv iè res and 

d iv ided a m o n g the vesse l s f r om F rance wh ich had been sent up f rom 

Q u e b e c . 

A v ic tory in favor of the Eng l i sh , o n c e they had m a d e the i r descen t , be ing 

fea red , it w a s dec ided to h a v e o v e n s bui l t f rom Q u é b e c up to T ro is -R iv iè res 

and to p r e p a r e s tocks a n d little s to res in d i f ferent p laces to secu re a ret reat . 

The t roops w e r e o rde red at the s a m e t ime to keep on ly a m i n i m u m of 

53 



necessa ry e q u i p m e n t and send the rest to the rear. 

T h e news b rough t f rom Car i l lon stil l d id not a n n o u n c e any movemen t 
by the Eng l ish f r om that s ide ; on ly on our s ide w a s every p recaut ion taken 
for evacua t i ng to St. J e a n and ced ing the land foot by foot as the enemy 
fo rced us back wi th its super io r s t renght , for St. J e a n w a s rega rded as 
the only p lace w h e r e it was necessary to f ace the e n e m y wha teve r their 
number , and consequen t l y to v a n q u i s h or per ish . 

S ince the nor th-east w ind con t i nued to favour the Eng l i sh , as has been 
r e m a r k e d , they c o u l d recogn ize t h e mos t d a n g e r o u s part of the r iver with 
the greates t ease and f inal ly, news w a s rece ived to the effect that seven 
or e ight ful ly a r m e d vesse l s had passed t h rough the T rave rse and that they 
had a n c h o r e d abreas t of the Isle of Or leans 5 leagues f rom Q u é b e c . 

Th is news did not c a u s e any fr ight s ince m e s s a g e s f rom down- r i ve r did 
not a n n o u c e the arr ival of any vesse l o ther than a sh ip so smal l it was 
hard ly v is ib le. 

Expe r i enced hands said* that if the Engl ish f leet w a s stil l in the ports of 
Hal i fax and Lou isburg , they w o u l d be unab le to leave in t he s t rong north­
east w ind and that the re w a s the re fo re m o r e t han e n o u g h t ime to m a k e all 
t he p lanned p repara t ions . 

T h e s e p repara t ions inc luded f ind ing out how red-hot shot cou ld be f ired 
o n the Eng l ish sh ips shou ld they appea r in t he b a s o n but it is rather 
a m u s i n g to no te that in t he ent i re co lon ia l art i l lery co rps not o n e person 
w a s ready to learn how to heat the c a n n o n ba l l s 9 . 

T h e f i re-sh ips c o m p l e t e d , t he p e r s o n w h o w a s to c o m m a n d t h e m was 
o rdered to sai l t h e m o n e league ups t r eam f r o m Q u é b e c and there to take 
up pos i t ions and h a v e t h e m ready to leave the m o m e n t it w a s t ime. 

T h e arr iva l of the Eng l i sh f leet and the t ime of their d e s c e n t sti l l appear ing 
d is tant , it was dec ided to inc rease the n u m b e r of redoub ts p lanned for 
Beaupor t ; counc i l w a s he ld on the opera t ions to be car r ied out shou ld 
t he e n e m y b e v ic tor ious at th is s tage . M. le marqu is d e M o n t c a l m felt 
as a lways that o n e f bat t le a lone cou ld favorab ly d e c i d e the fu ture of 
Q u é b e c 1 0 ; he ins is ted that f e w or no p e r s o n s b e left in t h e p lace a n d that 
the corps des t ined to c o m b a t the e n e m y be m a d e as large as poss ib le , 
qu i te pe rsuaded that an a rmy ou ts ide the wa l ls of a t o w n sooner or 

' This word was omitted in the original. 

t This word was omitted in the original. 
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later fo rces it n o mat te r h o w n u m e r o u s t h e d e f e n d o r s ; th is w a s all t he more 
t r ue in t h e c a s e of Q u é b e c s ince t h e t o w n has no for t i f icat ion a n d , at 
t he mos t , is p ro tec ted on ly in that it c a n wa rd off a su rp r i se at tack. 

June 15 to June 20 

Tha t par t of t he Eng l i sh s q u a d r o n , cons i s t i ng of e ight vesse l s , that had 
p a s s e d t h rough t h e T r a v e r s e and ancho red abreas t of the Isle of Or leans 
s e e m i n g to b e de r t e rm ined to r ema in the re , d i scuss ions w e r e he ld on 
m e a n s of i n c o m m o d i n g t h e m . 

A s e a m a n sugges ted that o n e of the f i re -sh ips be sent a round the island 
by the nor th to th row itself a m o n g the Eng l i sh v e s s e l s f r o m beh ind and 
that a f e w f i re-raf ts be l aunched on the sh ips on the oppos i t e s ide at the 
s a m e t ime . 

T h e pos i t ions w e r e reconno i t e red howeve r , a n d o n the bas is of the report , 
four c a n n o n w e r e sent to the Isle of Or leans but w i thou t ef fect ; the boat 
w i th t h e art i l lery hav ing b e e n pe rce i ved by the Eng l i sh , they d e t a c h e d four 
or f i ve a r m e d l ongboa ts to s ieze it; as they a p p r o a c h e d a f ew c a n o e s with 
s a v a g e s a b o a r d s u d d e n l y a p p e a r e d a n d put t h e m to f l ight ; o n e of t h e long­
boa ts , howeve r , not a d v a n c i n g fast e n o u g h , fel l in to their h a n d s and they 
took e ight p r i soners . 

T h e p r i soners , w h e n q u e s t i o n e d , sa id that t he ent i re f leet w a s to m e e t at 
t he T r o u St. Pat r i ce w h i c h is the n a m e of t he p lace w h e r e their vessels 
w e r e at anchor , that in t ruth they had not yet rece ived any n e w s of the 
f leet but that the r e n d e z v o u s w a s f ixed at that p lace for t he first day of 
Ju ly . 

T h e y said fur ther that e ight or ten days ear l ier their s q u a d r o n had been 
re in fo rced by t h r e e sh ips of t he l ine and t w o f r iga tes w h i c h had not been 
ab le to l eave w i th the s q u a d r o n . 

At t he s a m e t i m e it w a s d e c i d e d to re in force the d e t a c h m e n t on the Isle 
of O r l eans by s e n d i n g 5 0 0 or 6 0 0 C a n a d i a n s the re and a few t roops of 
s a v a g e s n e w l y ar r ived f r o m up t h e river, to p reven t t h e Eng l i sh f rom 
land ing unti l s u c h t ime as their f leet w e r e super io r or even to de lay their 
l and ing o n c e they we re in a pos i t ion to m a k e it. 

T h e wo rks w i th in t he wa l ls appa ren t l y f i n i shed , a t ten t ion w a s t u r ned to 
d i s cove r i ng to wha t u s e the m e r c h a n t s of t he t o w n cou ld b e put. M. de 
Be rne tz , f o r m e r c o m m a n d e r of Rouss i l l on , w a s appo in ted to act as sec­
o n d - i n - c o m m a n d of t h e p lace a n d , in th is capac i t y , to d i s p o s e a n d organ ize 
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the bu rghe rs and u s e t h e m as gua rds for the ga tes of t he p lace . 

At this t ime, a p roc lamat ion was pos ted ob l ig ing the set t lers, wi th w h o m 

of f icers de ta i led to va r i ous par ts h a d left their ef fects for sa fekeep i ng to go 

to dec la re t h e m to t he war c o m m i s s i o n e r so that he might see to their 

p reserva t ion amids t all t hese t roub les . 

It m a y be o b s e r v e d in pass ing that t he Eng l i sh exped i t ion s e e m e d m u c h 
fur ther a w a y than it had at first a p p e a r e d ; s u c h a de lay cou ld only be 
ex t reme ly pre jud ic ia l to the co lony . 

Had they a p p e a r e d af ter t he f irst m o m e n t of cons te rna t ion , c o u r a g e and 
an imos i ty w o u l d have c o m p e n s a t e d for t he wo rks w h i c h d id not then exist 
and this f irst hea ted m o m e n t w o u l d have augu red favourab ly for v ic tory. 
T h e a r d o u r s e e m e d to w e a k e n , o n t h e o ther h a n d , wi th t h e de lay : t h e 
C a n a d i a n is an impat ient m a n and yea rns on ly for a p rompt dec is ion 
o n his fa te . 

T h e n u m b e r of redoubts a n d e n t r e n c h m e n t s w i th in t he p lace and b e y o n d 
the f ie ld inc reased p rod ig ious ly every day b e c a u s e of t he g rea t n u m b e r 
of m e n e m p l o y e d o n the wo rks , but, o n the other h a n d , the c o n s u m p t i o n 
of f o o d supp l i es w a s p rod ig ious , par t ly b e c a u s e of t he large n u m b e r of m e n 
to be f e d , pe rhaps a lso b e c a u s e the d is t r ibut ion had never been m a d e in 
a ve ry o rde r l y o r regu la ted f a s h i o n ; it w a s to b e fea red that w h e n the 
m o m e n t of ac t ion a r r i ved , t h e s to res w o u l d be exhaus ted and it w o u l d no 
longer be poss ib le to ho ld the f ie ld . 

T h e n e w s b rough t f r o m Car i l l on d u r i n g th is pe r iod stil l d id not say 
that t he Eng l ish had b e g u n their c a m p a i g n o n that s ide ; they g a v e men t i on 
only of an acc iden t to o n e of t he bas t ions of t he fort w h i c h had been 
des t royed in a f i re impruden t l y set a n d h a d ki l led or in jured a f ew m e n . 

June 20 to June 23 

T h e d ispos i t i ons m a d e to g o and c a u s e d a m a g e to t h e Eng l i sh at ancho r 
abreas t of t he Isle of Or leans all p roved f ru i t less. T h e f i re-sh ip sent , hav ing 
b e e n d i s c o v e r e d , w a s f o r ced to f lee to shore . T h e f i re-raf ts w e r e unab le 
to leave b e c a u s e of a sma l l revol t a m o n g the C a n a d i a n s w h o w e r e to m a n 
t h e m a n d w h o re fused to c o o p e r a t e u p o n hear ing the rumor sp read a m o n g 
t hem that they w o u l d b e h a n g e d if t a k e n by the e n e m y . 

T h e adven tu re r w h o w a s s u p p o s e d to set f i re to o n e of the largest sh ips 
wi th b r i m s t o n e b o m b s re turned af ter hav ing lost his art i f ice on the road . 
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say ing that the wea the r w a s not favorab le and the e n e m y ' s guard too 
vigi lant . 

W i th t h e food supp l ies runn ing lower every day and there be ing no doubt 
that there rema ined great amoun t s of corn in the coun t rys ide , but which 
it w a s not poss ib le to ob ta in b e c a u s e of the d iscredi t of paper money or 
the lack of con f i dence in t h o s e at the head of t he g o v e r n m e n t , it was 
sugges ted that an order be g iven invi t ing all the of f icers and t hose who 
had go ld o r s i lver co in to b r ing it to t he In tendant w h o w o u l d g i ve them 
bi l ls of e x c h a n g e o n sight f rom the roya l t reasury or his o w n banker , holder 
of his o w n cons ide rab le funds , and that such co in w o u l d be used to buy 
co rn , it be ing be l ieved that the sett ler wou ld wi l l ingly c e d e s o m e of his 
surp lus at sight of s u c h sol id paymen t . 

Th is exped ien t does not s e e m to have p roduced m u c h effect, a l though 
the re was no doubt that there w a s m u c h min ted go ld and si lver in the 
count ry and that the o w n e r s w e r e not in di f f icul ty; but on the o n e hand 
lack of con f i dence caused peop le to keep a t ight fist on their m o n e y , and 
o n t h e other , t h e set t le r s u s p e c t e d a t rap s u c h as t h o s e of w h i c h he 
had o f ten been the d u p e and v ic t im. 

T h e new arr iva ls f r o m d o w n s t r e a m a n n o u n c e d the arr ival of a large 
n u m b e r of vesse l s of all s izes and a second cour ier 24 hours later said 
they cou ld not b e coun ted and that a l t hough the w ind w a s ve ry contrary, 
a la rge part was a l ready ancho red at Isle Ver te . 

T h e es t imat ion m a d e f rom all the counts ga the red a m o u n t e d to 164 
vesse ls , w h i c h , accord ing to the pr isoners , w a s stil l not the ent i re fleet. 

It w a s a ve r i tab le c a u s e for a m a z e m e n t a n d su rp r i se to s e e so many 
vesse l s c o m e up the river, pass p laces said to be so dange rous without 
a s ing le acc ident to any vesse l , e v e n wi th a cont ra ry w i n d . Our seamen 
we re d isconcer ted in their con f i dence and they had to b lush m o r e than 
o n c e at t he skil l of the Eng l i sh . O n e of the pr isoners t aken by the savages 
sa id be fo re the G o v e r n o r Gene ra l and all the pr inc ipa l of f icers gathered 
the re that th ree days be fo re he had b e e n taken he had tw ice sounded 
the T rave rse and w o u l d unde r take to pilot t h rough it, b l ind fo lded, even the 
" R o y a l G e o r g e " , a 120-gun vesse l , so sl ight did he cons ider the danger 
and that it was o n e of t he safest beds in the river. 

T h e of f icer of the port of Q u é b e c a n s w e r e d that in t ru th he had not 
s o u n d e d it for 25 years ; but that in the e n d , w h e n he had p roposed to do 
so, he had b e e n re fused the amoun t it wou ld have cost . 
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At about the s a m e t ime, news ar r ived f rom the d i rect ion of Acad ia that 

an Eng l i sh d e t a c h m e n t had g o n e up the River St. Jean and w a s bui ld ing 

a fort at the mos t 2 0 leagues f rom K a m o u r a s k a and 40 leagues f rom 

Québec . It w a s a lso learned that a C a n a d i a n off icer w h o had been sent 

direct ly the s n o w s had me l ted was roaming the w o o d s the reabou ts wi th 

about o n e hund red C a n a d i a n s and w a s mak ing n u m e r o u s cer t i f icates* 

on the pretext of har ry ing the Eng l ish in that area. 

At all the redoubts and other wo rks built on the Beaupor t sho re to prevent 

a descent , a p lan w a s m a d e to b lock the River St. Char les wi th huge 

masts and spars cha ined together , beh ind wh ich two old merchan t sh ips 

were b e a c h e d each wi th about ten cannon on the br idge for pro tec t ion. 

June 23 to June 27 

The inv i tat ion m a d e to t he of f icers to c h a n g e their money against bil ls 

of e x c h a n g e for t he first t e r m , o n the I n t e n d a n t s banker or the royal 

t reasury, wh i cheve r they chose , b rought in over sixty t housand f rancs in 

si lver co in , t h rough the e x a m p l e of the most h igh ly p laced persons w h o 

gave wha t they had for s u c h a good cause . 

S o m e di f f icul t ies then a rose a m o n g the s e a m e n in cha rge of t he f i re-

ships and f ire-rafts as to w h o w o u l d go f irst. A great counc i l was held on 

this occas ion to w h i c h the s e a m e n w e r e invi ted and cha rged to g ive their 

op in ion in wr i t ing . 

S ince counc i l s are severa l t imes s p o k e n of in this j ou rna l , it is a good 

idea to m e n t i o n in pass ing how counc i l is he ld and w h o par t ic ipates. 

One wou ld th ink that in a G o v e r n m e n t such as C a n a d a whe re author i ty 

res ides, t hese counc i l s wou ld b e he ld wi th ce remony in a decen t p lace 

whe re e a c h counci l lo r w o u l d grave ly e x p o s e his op in ion for the good of the 

G o v e r n m e n t and that t h e n u m b e r of counci l lors wou ld be f i xed, that, 

f inally, t hese counc i l s w o u l d be min ia tu re cop ies of the counc i ls he ld by the 

king in his court . 

Not at a l l . A sma l l , long a n d nar row c h a m b e r , two ord inary chai rs o n e 

bes ide the other , w h e r e e v e r y o n e en ters pe le -mè le — w h e r e whoeve r 

dares act impor tant , h o w e v e r low his rank, can sh ine at ease — where 

eve ryone pushes and e lbows their way — w h e r e the smal le r m e n duck 

under t he a rms of the tal ler to obta in the f ront p laces — w h e r e eve ryone 

shouts — w h e r e e v e r y o n e interrupts — w h e r e eve ryone talks at o n c e even 

' It is n o t k n o w n w h a t t h e a u t h o r w a n t e d to s a y . 
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of th ings that a re comp le te l y i r re levant , etc. , etc. , etc. S u c h is the p lace 
and s u c h is the aspec t of t h e s e counc i l s . 

M. le marqu i s d e M o n t c a l m , not be ing the m a n to insti l l a p roper dignity 
in t h e s e acts , a n d real iz ing the need for resul ts to en l i gh ten h i m , reques ted 
and fo rced any a n d e v e r y b o d y w h e n e v e r t he sub jec t w a s impor tan t , to give 
his adv i ce in wr i t ing and k e e p a reco rd of it. Th is w a s an innova t ion ; 
but t he n e e d he d e m o n s t r a t e d to at least be in a pos i t ion to p resent a 
we l l -o rde red p lan of ope ra t i ons to t he cour t , to se rve at t he s a m e t ime 
as jus t i f i ca t ion , put s o m e o rder into th is a s s e m b l y ; but by an unhappy 
or l aughab le m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g th is r eco rd , c o m p o s e d of loose sheets , 
w a s bu rned w i th other , use less pape rs ; a m is fo r tune s o o n repa i red , 
b e c a u s e all the d o c u m e n t s w e r e f o u n d in o rder at M. d e Mon tca lm 's 
res idence . 

A cour ie r a r r ived f rom Car i l lon b r ing ing back let ters f r om Gene ra l Amhers t , 
(that part ) for M. le marqu i s d e M o n t c a l m , w h i c h con ta ined a pr in ted copy 
of t he car te l b e t w e e n the F rench and Eng l ish cour ts . 

G e n e r a l A m h e r s t dec la red that he had o rde rs f r o m the court to con fo rm 
str ict ly to t he te rms , that he w a s go ing to g ive the p romptes t o rders for 
the i r execu t i on , and reques ted M. le marqu i s d e M o n t c a l m for his part to 
d o as m u c h : this s a m e gene ra l a lso a s k e d that the Eng l ish pr isoners 
rece ive the r e i m b u r s e m e n t he had g i ven the F rench pr isoners . 

It is wo r th r emark i ng in pass ing that t h e Eng l ish gene ra l s in all their 
m e s s a g e s , never a d d r e s s e d t h e m s e l v e s to any pe rson o ther than M. le 
marqu i s d e M o n t c a l m , not men t i on i ng e v e n the G o v e r n o r Gene ra l of 
C a n a d a ; w h i c h migh t h a v e s o m e t i m e s c rea ted litt le j e a l o u s i e s 1 1 . The 
r e a s o n is doub t less that the Eng l i sh g e n e r a l , not be ing sub jec t to the 
G o v e r n o r and th ink ing less h igh ly of that pos i t ion t han of the rank of 
gene ra l of t h e a rmy , w o u l d have though t it b e n e a t h h i m to a d d r e s s himsel f 
t o ano ther . 

Du r ing th is s a m e t ime , it w a s learned that a large part of t he Eng l i sh f leet 
had passed t h rough t h e T r a v e r s e and that ove r 50 sh ips of all s izes 
w e r e abreas t of t he Isle of O r l eans w h e r e they cou ld be s e e n m a n n i n g 
their f l a t -bo t tomed boa ts . 

T h e order w a s c o n s e q u e n t l y g iven to t he t roops to leave their c a m p be low 
Q u é b e c and to c a m p o n e and a half l eagues fur ther o n at Beaupor t . 
t he re be ing n o o ther m o r e obv ious p lace for a descen t . 

It w a s dec ided that on ly 1200 m e n w o u l d be left in the p lace , bu rghers , 
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s e a m e n , in a w o r d , e v e r y o n e i nc l uded , and t h e rest w o u l d m a r c h to the 
c a m p w h e r e 15 ,000 m e n , inc lud ing the savages , severa l hund red of wh i ch 
had just a r r i ved , w e r e expec ted to assemb le . T h e G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l , t he 
Intendant , t he t reasure r and all the h igh ly p laced pe rsons w o u l d fo l low the 
a rmy; t he re w o u l d rema in only t h e K ing 's t i tular l ieutenant , M. le cheva l ie r 
de Berne tz , f o rmer bat ta l ion c o m m a n d e r , re t i red w i th a c o m m i s s i o n as 
s e c o n d - i n - c o m m a n d and war commiss i one r , to dea l wi th c o r r e s p o n d e n c e 
and t ake c h a r g e of the hosp i ta ls . 

It w a s genera l l y felt that the co lony ' s sa lva t ion w a s in t he o p e n rather 
than w i th in t he wa l l s of the t o w n , w h i c h w a s suf f ic ient ly we l l -enc losed not 
to b e t a k e n by su rp r i se a n d w h i c h cou ld not b e b e s i e g e d by land wh i le 
covered by the a rmy. 

N e w s f r o m Car i l lon and Lake On ta r io r e m a i n e d u n c h a n g e d excep t t o say 
that the Eng l i sh had a s s e m b l e d at Fort Edward and Fort de Bul ls. 

At t he s ight of so m a n y vesse l s oppos i t e the Isle of O r leans , the w o m e n 
pan icked and mos t of t h e m left the city to w i thd raw to the count ry . 

June 27 to July 1 

June 2 7 w a s remarkab le for a nor th -eas ter ly squal l g iv ing r ise to hopes 
that t he Eng l i sh f leet w o u l d suf fer great d a m a g e . T h e f irst news b rough t 
that very day w a s full of c o m p l e t e s h i p w r e c k s and sh ips runn ing ag round 
on the sho re ; but it t u rned out that the d a m a g e suf fered by the Eng l ish 
cons is ted on ly in two sh ips b roken up and f ive or six of the s a m e s ize 
g rounded w h i c h cou ld easi ly be put af loat aga in . Severa l f l a t -bo t tomed 
boats w e r e in t ru th t h r o w n o n t o s h o r e a n d re t r ieved by the C a n a d i a n s . 

For the rema inder , th is al l took p lace oppos i te the Isle of Or leans and it 
was imposs ib l e t o say w h e t h e r the s to rm h a d d o n e m o r e d a m a g e 
beyond the Is land. T h e fact is that all the sh ips d ragged their anchors and 
fouled e a c h other , and had the ga le lasted only o n e hour in al l , pe rhaps 
two th i rds of their f leet w o u l d h a v e f ounde red . 

On the m o r n i n g of that s a m e day, wi th a c lear sky and a b lue sea (the 
storm d id not s t r ike unti l t he a f te rnoon) , a 6 0 - g u n vesse l a n d two f r igates 
came as far as Point Lev i , passed it, and rema ined there for s o m e t ime as 
though t o e x a m i n e the lay of t he land a n d t hen re tu rned to t he f leet . 
About the s a m e morn ing , the Eng l ish put s o m e 5 ,000 m e n on the Isle 
of Or leans . As has a l ready been sa id , the re w e r e 1200 m e n , C a n a d i a n s 
and s a v a g e s , on the is land w h o w o u l d doub t less have i n c o m m o d e d the 
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Fig. 10 The attack by French fire-ships, June 28 (painting by Samuel Scott) 
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Engl ish wh i le d i s e m b a r k i n g ; espec ia l l y dur ing the s to rm w h e n conster­
nat ion re igned a m o n g t h e m ; but the day be fo re , M. le marqu i s de Vaudreui f 
had sent o rders to e v a c u a t e the is land and m o v e to the Beaupor t shore. 

A g a i n r e m a r k e d w a s the s a m e lack of fo res ight in not hav ing kept on the 
sou th sho re 3 0 0 or 4 0 0 s a v a g e s w h o had s tayed in Q u é b e c w h e r e they 
only c a u s e d d isorder . T h e y cou ld easi ly h a v e des t royed m a n y English 
left h igh and dry on the sho re w h e n their sh ips ran a g r o u n d . 

O n the 2 8 t h , the w i n d hav ing vee red v io lent ly f r om nor th -eas t to wes t and 
the ent i re Eng l ish f leet be ing o n c e aga in in con fus ion , and the night tides 
s e e m i n g very favourab le , t h e m o m e n t w a s j u d g e d su i tab le for send ing ofl 
the f i re-sh ips w h i c h , had they been eff ic ient ly run, w o u l d have put an end 
to the e n e m y ' s unde r tak ing . 

T h e s e s e v e n f i re-sh ips e a c h o n e a 3 0 0 or 400- tonner , w h i c h cos t over 
120 ,000 f rancs , w e r e c o m m a n d e d by the s a m e m e r c h a n t cap ta ins who 
had b rough t t h e m f rom F rance . 

T h e s e cap ta ins w e r e o rde red to dec i de a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s upon the 
m a n n e r of car ry ing out th is under tak ing . T h e y had very d i f ferent opinions; 
severa l of t h e m w e r e even no t iceab ly lack ing in reso lu t ion a n d courage. 
The i r counc i l f inal ly e n d e d at 10 o 'c lock in the even ing and they imme­
diately p repa red to set sa i l ; but w i thou t hav ing dec ided on any plan ol 
ac t ion or a t tack or any order to fo l low; they h a d on ly ag reed that the 
c o m m a n d e r w h o w o u l d be in t he lead w o u l d f i re t w o gunsho ts as a 
s igna l for l ight ing the sh ips . 

But half an hour after se t t ing sai l , hav ing rounded Point Levi and still 
over two leagues f rom the e n e m y vesse l s , each f i re-sh ip be ing over a 
quar ter of a l eague f rom the o thers , the c o m m a n d e r , a coward ly man 
lack ing in charac ter , set f i re to his sh ip and the o thers c o m i n g behind 
h im, see ing th is , did l ikewise. 

S o m e l ieu tenants po in ted out to their cap ta ins that the re w a s sure ly some 
m is take ; that the e n e m y vesse l s w e r e still over th ree l eagues away and 
that t he sh ips w e r e be ing burnt for no th ing ; but a pan icky terror had taken 
hold of all t h e s e cap ta ins and o n e of t h e m w a s d i so rde red to such an 
ex ten t that he per i shed wi th his sh ip a long wi th severa l m e m b e r s of his 
c rew. 

T h e leader 's e x a m p l e w a s fo l l owed so fa i thful ly that two f i re-sh ips which 
had not yet p a s s e d Point Lev i w e r e lit, and bu rned in the b a s o n , so to 
speak . 
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The on ly p recau t ion the Gove rno r Genera l had though t fit to take had been 
to send the K ing 's p rocure r to t h e sou th shore to s e e at w h a t d i s tance 
f rom the e n e m y vesse l s the f i re-sh ips we re burn ing and to e x a m i n e the 
d isorder c rea ted . He had a lso o rde red a d e t a c h m e n t of 3 0 0 m e n to go 
a long the s a m e sho re and pick up the c rew m e m b e r s w h o w e r e to escape 
by rowboat . 

Such w a s the resul t of th is very cost ly en te rpr ise wh ich caused the grea tes t 
app rehens ion a m o n g the e n e m y on the report of t he pr isoners . All the 
f i re-ships had been des t royed by midn igh t and the river w a s cove red wi th 
the th ickest s m o k e w h i c h las ted unt i l daybreak . 

The K ing 's p rocure r repor ted that the ent i re e n e m y f leet, (Note) at s ight 
of th is f i re, a l though two leagues d is tant , had set sai l as t hough prepar ing 
to w i t h d r a w , and that h a d t h e f i re -sh ips m a n o e u v r e d as they w e r e 
s u p p o s e d to, every ef fect des i red wou ld have been a t t a i n e d 1 2 . 
Wi th t he new day, each and eve ryone , hav ing w i t nessed the adven tu re of 
the n ight be fo re , cr ied of t reason and c r ime aga ins t the s ta te ; the popu lace 
wen t s o far as to insul t t he c o m m a n d e r of t h e s e f i re-sh ips a n d d e m a n d h e 
be t r ied ; he went to the pa lace whe re , be fo re m a n y peop le and wi th as 
much inso lence as lack of respec t for his su r round ings , he p re tended to 
just i fy h imsel f w i th t he reason ing of ch i ld ren and foo ls . 

To g ive s o m e f o r m to t h e affair, M. d e Vaudreu i l o rde red the cap ta ins of 
the f i re-sh ips to go to h im at th ree o 'c lock in the a f te rnoon w h e n he w o u l d 
l isten to and j u d g e their reasons . T h e y wen t and th rew all the b lame on 
their c o m m a n d e r w h o s e o rders they had s imply fo l l owed . O n e of the g roup 
spoke u p a n d dec la red a loud that t hey w e r e all gui l ty and d e s e r v e d to 
be p u n i s h e d ; that if their error w e r e to be exp ia ted th is cou ld only be d o n e 
by g iv ing t h e m a rema in ing f i re -sh ip ; all the cap ta ins and their ma tes 
wou ld se rve as sai lors to take it in to the midst of the e n e m y f leet and 
thereby w i p e ou t their s h a m e e i ther t h rough dea th or s o m e no tewor thy 
d a m a g e to the f leet. Th is f ine s p e e c h w a s app lauded and no th ing m o r e 
was d o n e abou t t he affair wh i ch w a s so shame fu l for the co lony . 

July 1 to July 3 

The Eng l i sh , see ing f rom our great loss in hap less f i re-sh ips that all 

(English in the original) (Note) A most flagrant untruth. The Centurion and Sutherland were 
the only ships which got under sail. The Great Fire ships of the enemy passed close by 
me in the Diana, and we lay fast at anchor as our boats were towing the enemy's ships 
on fire, clear of our fleet. 
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dange r f r om that quar te r w a s past , a d v a n c e d wi th a g rea t n u m b e r of sails 
of all s izes to Point Lev i a n d four of their f r igates en te red the b a s o n beyond 
the range of t he t o w n ' s c a n n o n . Tha t very day they landed at the t ip of 
the Isle of Or leans and m a d e a la rge c a m p . 

T h e sight of such a p romp t a p p r o a c h sent all the gene ra l s f ly ing to the 
c a m p excep t M. de Vaud reu i l , in fear that an a t tempt be m a d e that very 
night . 

T h e fo l low ing day , t he r iver w a s s e e n to be cove red w i th a n u m b e r of 
boa ts go ing f r o m the Isle of Or leans to Point Levi and a g rea t lot of people 
d i s e m b a r k e d at t he latter point to t ake up pos i t ions at the chu rch and in 
the s u r r o u n d i n g houses . Abou t fifty C a n a d i a n s w h o h a d g o n e over that 
m o r n i n g to fe tch s o m e cat t le the re had not yet b e e n t ime to b r ing to the 
t o w n , f ound t h e m s e l v e s wi th in shoo t i ng range of s o m e Eng l ish detach­
m e n t s on w h o m they f i red f rom the p ro tec t ion of t he w o o d s w h e r e they 
w e r e h idden . T w o or th ree hund red s a v a g e s ran f rom the t o w n to support 
their f i re and fo rced the Eng l ish to rejoin t he ma in body at the chu rch . 

U p o n hea r i ng of the i r s u c c e s s , M. d e Vaudreu i l j u d g e d it à p ropos to 
re in fo rce t h e m wi th 1000 to 1200 m e n , C a n a d i a n s and s a v a g e s , on the 
bas is of t he a r g u m e n t s e v e r y o n e m a d e , that that a rea be ing heavily 
w o o d e d , it w a s the natura l ter ra in of C a n a d i a n s a n d s a v a g e s a n d they 
w o u l d sure ly d i sconcer t t he Eng l i sh h o w e v e r n u m e r o u s they w e r e . But at 
th is point , the s a v a g e s hav ing b rough t in a pr isoner f r om that p lace, it was 
d i scove red that t he descen t at Point Levi w a s only a ruse a n d that that very 
n ight t hey w e r e to a t tack at Beaupor t w i th 10 ,000 m e n . At th is , the detach­
m e n t w a s immed ia te l y c o u n t e r m a n d e d and M. d e Vaudreu i l left for the 
c a m p wi th all he c o u l d take f rom the t o w n ; and all that n ight the c a m p and 
the t o w n w e r e kep t under a r m s and the e n e m y d id not appear . 

T h e fo l l ow ing day , s a v a g e s f r o m the t o w n , hav ing re tu rned to Point Levi, 
aga in f i red on the Eng l i sh . M. de Vaudreu i l w a n t e d to repair t he previous 
d a y ' s e r ro r a n d a g a i n g a v e o r d e r s to t h e s a m e d e t a c h m e n t . Whi le 
c o m m a n d s to t he p roper ef fect w e r e be ing g i ven , he though t to return 
to the t o w n a n d have the p r isoner ques t i oned aga in . T h e pr isoner pers is ted 
in his f irst s ta temen t , a n d sa id that if t he descen t had not taken place 
the prev ious n ight , it w o u l d be carr ied out the next and that all the orders 
had b e e n g i ven in c o n s e q u e n c e ; the s a m e s c e n e as the p reced ing day; 
t he d e t a c h m e n t c o u n t e r m a n d e d , e v e r y o n e w e n t to the c a m p a n d the night 
w a s spen t under a r m s to no p u r p o s e o n c e aga in . 

T h e nex t day , the Eng l ish w e r e though t to have landed at least 5,000 
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men on th is s ide and m u c h art i l lery; th is based on the use of t e lescopes 
and o n the repor ts f r o m the s a v a g e s and C a n a d i a n s w h o h a d re tu rned 
from Point Lev i ; and their p lan s e e m e d to be to bui ld bat ter ies oppos i te 
the t o w n and s ince their n u m b e r s a m o u n t e d to bare ly 1,000* m e n , t he 
camp on the Isle of Or leans had to be very poor ly m a n n e d ; th is too 
seemed appa ren t t h rough the te lescopes . As a resul t of t h e s e obse rva ­
t ions, it w a s p lanned to have 5 ,000 m e n , savages , C a n a d i a n s and regular 
t roops, go over to t he Isle of Or leans by night , it be ing be l ieved that wi th 
the pro tec t ion of t he w o o d s , t he c a m p cou ld be s to rmed but t he bad 
weather w h i c h rose d e l a y e d the project . 

Dur ing th is per iod , a f ew c a n n o n sho ts w e r e e x c h a n g e d be tween the 
Engl ish f r igates a n d our g u n b o a t s , w h i c h t hese lat ter under took w i thou t 
orders a n d w i thou t s u c c e s s to the d i sp leasure of al l , for the secre t of 
their p r e s e n c e , w h i c h the Eng l ish migh t not have k n o w n , w a s thus be ­
t rayed be fo re the p roper m o m e n t . 

The th ree-day gun f i re e x c h a n g e wi th the Levi coas t does not s e e m to have 
produced any ef fect o ther t h a n to w o u n d 4 of our s a v a g e s a n d to kil l, 
wound or m a k e pr isoner 40 or 50 on the Engl ish s ide. But it is qu i te 
evident that had the re b e e n 5 0 0 or 6 0 0 C a n a d i a n s and s a v a g e s on the Isle 
of Or leans a n d at Point Levi t hey cou ld have ki l led a g rea t n u m b e r of 
Engl ish and pe rhaps even des t royed t h e m ent i re ly at t he t ime of the 
descent or as they en te red the w o o d s ; espec ia l l y cons ide r i ng that they 
were on ly regular t roops w h o m a r c h e d in c lose f i le and da red not e n g a g e 
wherever t he w o o d s s e e m e d to t h e m to be rather th ick. 

Repet i t ion of t he s a m e m is take m a d e at the Isle aux C o u d r e s , at the 
other end of the Isle of O r leans , dur ing their f irst land ing . 

July 3 to July 5 

The p l anned d e t a c h m e n t , to be sen t to the Isle of Or leans to a t tack the 
few Eng l i sh p r e s u m e d to b e the re , w a s never o r g a n i z e d : a lways b e c a u s e 
of t he fear that du r i ng that very t ime the Eng l ish migh t d e s c e n d upon 
Beaupor t , that t oo great a n u m b e r of m e n , m o r e use fu l in c a s e of a descen t , 
wou ld be r equ i r ed , and in a w o r d , that respons ib i l i ty for the even t w o u l d be 
incurred. S i n c e al l the t r oops w e r e a s s e m b l e d o n t h e Beaupor t s h o r e a n d 
the town w a s reduced to its o w n resources , so m e d i o c r e that the e n e m y 

There is an error in this figure, the author obviously meant 10,000 men, but omitted a 
zero. 
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cou ld h a v e taken it by su rp r i se if they had been in fo rmed of its posi t ion, 

it w a s to b e feared that t he Eng l i sh , mas te rs of t he Levi sho re , might 

a d v a n c e a long the he ights a b o v e the t o w n , by sa i l ing up river, and f rom 

the re reconno i t re t he te r ra in , f ind it emp ty of l ife and p e r h a p s conce ive 

of tak ing the p lace f r o m that s ide a l though all the count ry appeared 

w o o d e d . T o p revent th is, it w a s dec ided to send 3 0 0 C a n a d i a n s to the 

p lace cal led A n s e des M è r e s 1 3 , to c a m p wi th a suf f ic ient ly cons iderab le 

quant i ty of tents to g ive the imp ress ion the re w e r e th ree t imes their 

numbe r , wh i ch cou ld not but foo l t he enemy . 

Wh i l e this w a s go ing on , the Eng l i sh admi ra l sent a letter to M. de 

Vaudreu i l by a longboat w i th a b lue s tandard to t he effect that a m o n g the 

few capt ives his vesse l s had m a d e w e r e s o m e ladies of the co lony w h o m 

he w a s ready to send back, out of cons ide ra t ion for their sex, if he would 

accept . 

T h e r e w a s reason to be l ieve that this w a s pe rhaps a pretext to send an 

eng inee r d i sgu ised as a sai lor to s tudy the town 's s t reng th at c loser range; 

this they did not m a n a g e for as s o o n as they w e r e s igh ted , a boa t was 

sent out to meet t h e m w h i c h had t hem rema in at large and took the letter. 

Tha t s a m e day , M. d e Vaudreu i l a n s w e r e d , accep t i ng the offer m a d e by 

the Eng l i sh gene ra l , I m e a n admi ra l , and te l l ing h im that t he young 

p r i soners t aken at the Isle aux C o u d r e s w e r e in per fect hea l th , that he 

had g iven orders to ensu re they lacked for no th ing and that he w o u l d give 

o rders to h a v e t h e m sent back , as soon as he w a s cer ta in of the fleet's 

depar tu re . 

T h e fo l l ow ing day , each s ide sent boats to de l iver and take the ladies in 

ques t ion and this w a s the occas ion for pol i te and cou r teous acts on both 

s i d e s 1 4 . 

Tha t s a m e day the four f r igates ancho red at the en t rance to the bason 

w e r e seen to a d v a n c e on the M o n t m o r e n c y Fal ls s ide, to wi th in range of 

the land c a n n o n , a point w h e r e F rench vesse ls , e v e n the smal les t mer­

chan t vesse ls , had never da red anchor , so little k n o w n w a s the dep th even 

half a l eague f rom Q u é b e c . 

It w a s no ted that o n e of their large vesse l s had left Point Levi to sai l down­

r iver wh i le all their vesse l s of al l s izes ga the red in fo rce at that point. 

It w a s a lso r e m a r k e d that they w e r e bu i ld ing s t rong e n t r e n c h m e n t s at Point 

Levi and that they w e r e m a k i n g litt le for t i f ied posts in f ront , oppos i te the 

t o w n , wh i le o n the o ther h a n d , their c a m p o n the Isle of Or leans grew 
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visibly e a c h day. 

All t he m e n in the t o w n w e r e then f o rmed into c o m p a n i e s o n e of wh i ch 
was a rese rve c o m p a n y c o m p o s e d of t he mos t wor thy me rchan t s to guard 
the G o v e r n m e n t and the posts wi th in the p lace ; ano ther w a s c o m p o s e d 
of worke rs to prevent f i res and d o wha teve r work p roved necessary . 

All the art i l lery in t he p lace, in n u m b e r exceed ing 200 guns , w a s hand led 
by s e a m e n c a m p e d in tents , each by his bat tery ; — the town 's f i rmest 
de fence was thus p laced in t he h a n d s of t h e s e s e a m e n . 

All the gates to t he p lace w e r e bar r i caded and c o n d e m n e d under penal ty 
of a f ine, excep t t h e I n t e n d a n t s w h i c h w a s the l ine of c o m m u n i c a t i o n wi th 
the a rmy ; and s ince as of that day no o n e cou ld enter t he p lace, all t he 
men w e r e g i ven so ld ie rs ' ra t ions and the re rema ined on ly t he w o m e n 
who rece ived b read f r o m the baker upon paymen t , at t he rate of a quar te r 
loaf per pe rson . 

Fig. 17 Plate taken from Diderot's Encyclopedia. The Roman numerals indicate 
the calibre. 
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It shou ld be noted that f r o m J u n e 28 to this day , every n ight w a s passed 
under a rms at the c a m p and in the town in the fear that each night might 
be that of the land ing ; th ree w a t c h w o r d s we re g iven in the p lace, one for 
t he l and , o n e for the sea , and o n e for the savages wi th wh ich the town 
w a s a lways full a l though every th ing poss ib le w a s d o n e to m a k e t h e m keep 
to the c a m p 1 5 . 

It m a y a lso be obse rved that desp i te great fa t igue, rain and cont inuous 
s to rms , no o n e fel l ill and in all the hosp i ta ls there w e r e not two hundred 
pat ients . 

T h e c a m p w a s set up thus : — T h e a rmy he ld about f ive long quarter 
leagues a long the sho re ; its left, c o m p o s e d of a large corps of Canad ians 
w a s o n e quar te r of a l eague f r o m the M o n t m o r e n c y Fal ls fac ing the tip 
of the Isle of Or leans and w a s c o m m a n d e d by M. le cheva l ie r de Levi, 
br igadier ; its right b e g a n a shor t half l eague f rom the River Saint Char les, 
c o m p o s e d of ano ther large corps of C a n a d i a n s , first unde r M. Dumas , 
Ma jor Genera l of the co lony but later under M. de Bouga inv i l l e act ing as 
Co lone l . 

T h e bata l l ion of land fo rces c a m p e d in the center ; beh ind t h e m , to their 
left, M. de M o n t c a l m ; to their r ight, M. de Vaudreu i l and the Intendant 
wi th all the commissa r i es of p rov is ions and bus iness m e n ; the savages 
w e r e d i spe rsed on all s ides , as they d e e m e d best , subo rd ina ted to no 
d isc ip l ine wha tsoever . 

T h e r e w e r e redoubts a long the bank in f ront of e a c h c a m p e d corps with 
a few p ieces of art i l lery, and redans and d i tches in the spaces be tween 
t h e m . 

July 5 to July 10 

At this t ime it s e e m e d by their m a n o e u v r e s that the in tent ion of the Engl ish 
w a s to trick us and c o n c e a l t he t rue s i te of their descen t . It was difficult 
to j udge w h e r e they had the most m e n , on the Isle of Or leans , or at Point 
Levi . In t he latter p lace they c o u l d be seen dur ing two or th ree days br inging 
a la rge n u m b e r of faggo ts to a point oppos i te the t o w n , ra is ing ent rench­
men ts and redoub ts and w o r k i n g on a bat tery as c lose to the sho re as 
poss ib le . C a n n o n and mor tars w e r e f i red f r o m the p lace ; but a l though 
the shots we re a lmost all g o o d , they s e e m not to have i n c o m m o d e d the 
e n e m y , be ing too far to be proper ly a i m e d . 

T h e e v e n i n g of t he 5 t h , a few Engl ish ba rges hav ing been s igh ted opposi te 
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the M o n t m o r e n c y Fal ls, s o m e s a v a g e s c a m p e d to t he left of our a rmy 
launched their canoes , gave c h a s e and took a ba rge after ki l l ing all w h o 
w e r e in it; t h e y f o l l o w e d the o t h e r s to t he ve r y s h o r e , w h e r e t h e 
number of t roops wh ich appea red fo rced t h e m to ret reat in tu rn . 

The newly invented f loa t ing bat tery, a l ready men t i oned , m o u n t e d wi th 14 
c a n n o n , t w o be ing 2 4 - p o u n d e r s , s ix, 18 -pounde rs and the rest, 12 -
pounders , at t he s a m e t i m e f i red on t hese barges and s o m e f r igates 
wh ich had a d v a n c e d c l ose to our s ide. T h e force of these c a n n o n u n ­
doub ted ly as ton i shed the Eng l ish s ince they immed ia te ly had f ive vesse l s 
advance , t w o of wh i ch w e r e s t rong ly a r m e d , and b o m b a r d e d the m a c h i n e 
for a long t ime but to no ava i l . 

On the 6 t h , a f r igate and an Eng l ish t r y s a i l 1 6 we re seen to enter t he nor th 
channe l and a d v a n c e m o r e t han o n e and a half leagues a b o v e the Mon t ­
morency Fal ls ; this great ly su rp r i sed our pi lots w h o had a lways he ld that 
there w a s not e n o u g h dep th e v e n for a 10- tonner. Tha t day a deser te r 
f rom the Isle of Or leans s w a m ove r to us ; he g a v e a s s u r a n c e that t he 

Fig. 12 
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English plan was to land on the north side beyond the Montmorency 
Falls. 
In fact, about forty flatboats were seen going towards these frigates and 
it was judged to be only another diversion. The following night the English 
sent a bomb galiot towards the Montmorency Falls and fired cannon balls 
and bombs on the camp of our right all night forcing the Canadians to 
withdraw to a more sheltered place. During that same night, they landed 
6,000 or 7,000 men at the northern end. They had had their boats go all 
around the island to achieve this with greater secrecy, and when they 
had reached the frigate and trysail they made their descent towards 
morning. A party of savages with a few Canadians, having passed the 
Falls, met a party of one hundred English coureurs de bois, routed them 
and followed them until they met a large number of men who had already 
advanced into the woods. The news brought to the camps revealed the 
large number of English that had landed and even that they had artillery 
with them. Immediately that afternoon M. le chevalier de Levi with his entire 
camp of some 3,000 men, Canadians, passed the Falls and threw them­
selves into the woods which cover almost that entire area. 

Once the mortars of the place had fired across the river on Point Levi, 
most of the English vessels at the entrance to the bason, doubtless 
astounded by their great range, retreated considerably and took up 
positions as close to land as possible off the Isle of Orleans. 
A courier from downriver who arrived during this period reported having 
seen thirty sails the size of which he could not give and which were judged 
to be English supply ships. 
That morning, a deserter came over to the town from Pont Levi by canoe. 
He confirmed that the English had landed in numbers exceeding 6,000 
beyond the Montmorency Falls, that very few men remained at Point Levi 
and that their battery facing the place consisted of four mortars and several 
cannon. 

On the morning of the 11*, the English appeared camped on the heights 
by the Montmorency Falls, as numerous as reported. They sent several 
scouts into the woods where they encountered our savages who pushed 
them back. 
An evil that had existed for a long time came to light that day: desertion 
by Canadians; either through fear or little practice in steadfastness and 
inaction of long duration camped on a plain. The measures taken served 
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to arrest t he p rog ress ot th is ev i l . 

At the s a m e t ime, e v e r y o n e c lear ly saw the e n e m y wi th t eams of oxen 
car t ing the mor ta rs and c a n n o n to t he bat te ry fac ing the p lace . 

T h e r e w a s great a l a rm ; e v e r y o n e thought to see the town in ashes the 
very next n ight and n o she l ter f r o m the b o m b s . T h e comp la in ts a l ready 
heard s o o f ten t hen r o s e o n c e a g a i n abou t t he e n e m y hav ing been a l l owed 
to peacefu l l y es tab l ish itself in tha t comp le te ly w o o d e d area . Persons of 
note, s o m e merchan t s and t h o s e mos t in terested in sav ing the houses , 
ga the red toge the r and reso lved to send that very day depu t ies to M. de 
Vaudreu i l to e x p o s e to h im the d a n g e r s w i th w h i c h they w o u l d b e f a c e d 
and to ask h im to favo r t h e m wi th a d e t a c h m e n t of his a rmy wh ich all the 
t o w n s p e o p l e of good wil l w o u l d jo in to c ross to the o ther s ide by night 
and surpr ise the Eng l i sh , k n o w n to be in sma l l number , be fo re the break 
of day ; a n d if they w e r e lucky e n o u g h to s u c c e e d , they w o u l d s a v e the 
p lace by des t roy ing the art i l lery and sp ik ing the c a n n o n . M. de Vaudreu i l 
f inal ly took it u p o n h imsel f to a g r e e to this exped i t ion . T h e d e t a c h m e n t w a s 
appo in ted and put unde r t h e c o m m a n d of M. D u m a s ; but t he o rders 
hav ing b e e n g i ven so la te , there w a s no t ime to see to p rov is ions , and 
the exped i t i on d id not t a k e p lace that n ight ; it w a s pos tponed unti l the next 
night and in o r d e r t h a t it be car r ied out w i th all poss ib le s p e e d , t he de tach ­
ment , cons i s t i ng of 1200 m e n , a few of w h o m w e r e regu la rs , t he rest 
C a n a d i a n s a n d savages , w a s c a m p e d a l eague and a half a b o v e the t o w n , 
in t he Si l lery w o o d s , f r om w h e r e they w e r e to cross the river, in o rder 
that they not be seen by the Eng l i sh . 

Tha t s a m e day , a par t of t h e a r m y c a m p e d at Beaupor t m a n o e u v e r e d 
to p resent a m o r e ex tended f ront to t he M o n t m o r e n c y Fal ls and be bet ter 
pos i t ioned to wor ry the e n e m y the m o m e n t they e n d e a v o u r e d to c ross 
over. 

T h e r e w a s e v i d e n c e at that t i m e of a f ew smal l d i s a g r e e m e n t s a m o n g 
all t he of f icers in c h a r g e of ce r ta in deta i ls or ma in par t ies , b e c a u s e of 
i g n o r a n c e of mi l i ta ry ru les and o r d i n a n c e s ; e v e r y o n e w a n t e d to be 
s u p r e m e m a s t e r in his deta i l a n d e x e m p t f r om serv ice formal i t ies . 

That day yet ano the r deser te r ar r ived w h o said no th ing m o r e than wha t 
the p rev ious ones had a l ready dec la red except that there w a s no longer 
a n y o n e o n the Isle of Or leans and that the m a i n mun i t i on depo t w a s in 
the e n t r e n c h m e n t m a d e at the Point Lev i chu rch . 
O n the e v e n i n g of t h e 1 2 , h , all t he a r r a n g e m e n t s had been m a d e and 
p recau t ions t a k e n for t he s u c c e s s of t he large d e t a c h m e n t wh i ch w a s 
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to go over to Point Levi . It cons is ted of 1,500 m e n of all k inds of t roops . All 
g a v e proof of t he greates t good wi l l and ardour ; they w e r e go ing to attack 
and supr i se a lesser numbe r ; e v e r y o n e w a s o n the he igh ts to w i tness their 
success . T h e d e t a c h m e n t c rossed the r iver o n e and a half l eagues above 
Q u é b e c and landed unno t i ced . Af ter ma rch ing for s o m e t ime, s o m e m e n 
in the rear, w i sh ing to reach the fore , a d v a n c e d on the s ide t h rough the 
w o o d s and w h e n they c a m e to rejoin the ma in body , s o m e s tuden ts took 
t h e m for the e n e m y and f ired o n t h e m . 

O n e m a n w a s ki l led and t w o w o u n d e d . W i t h th is e x c h a n g e , a pan icky 
terror took ho ld of all t h e C a n a d i a n s ; t h rough the exhor ta t ions of their 

Fig. 13 English cannon ball stuck in the wall of the Maison Charest, St. Pierre 
St., near Place Royale. 
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off icers, they s e e m e d to take hear t o n c e aga in and r e s u m e d their m a r c h 
but, w h e n a* f r om t h e redoubt pro tec t ing t h e bat tery, w h i c h w a s the object 
of the i r m iss ion , ter ror aga in o v e r c a m e them and no th ing cou ld rek ind le 
their c o u r a g e ; ne i ther prayers nor threats f rom the of f icers. Many th rew 
d o w n their axes and guns and began to run back to the boats a n d by 
six o 'c lock in the morn ing the ent i re de tachmen t had recrossed the r iver 
excep t t h e t w o m e n w h o had been ki l led as a result of the m i sunde rs tand ­
ing. 

Th is s h a m e f u l , wi l l ful r o u t 1 7 th rew the who le t o w n into the grea tes t f r ight 
and a kind of despa i r . Tha t s a m e night , at abou t n ine o 'c lock, t he Point 
Levi bat tery b e g a n its first a t t a c k . 1 8 It s e e m e d to cons is t of f ive mor ta rs 
and six c a n n o n w h i c h f i red th ree rounds each . All the b o m b s w e r e a imed 
at the Upper T o w n w h e r e the b iggest bu i ld ings we re to be seen and the 
largest g roups of houses , wi th a di f ferent target each round . T h e y c o n ­
t inued the s a m e tact ic w i th the new day, wh ich p roved that they did not 
so m u c h w a n t to des t roy t he bat ter ies as to f r igh ten the peop le ; no quar ter 
of t he t o w n w a s sa fe f rom s u c h a terr ib le ons laugh t ; eve ryone w a s fo rced 
to leave his h o u s e and take re fuge on the land-s ide rampar t ; and o n c e 
day had b roken , the ga tes w e r e o p e n e d and w o m e n and ch i ld ren w e r e 
seen to f lee in g roups to t he coun t ry ; t he d a m a g e s e e m e d great tha t very 
first n ight . 

At t he s a m e t ime as the Point Levi bat tery o p e n e d f i re, a gal iot wh i ch had 
a d v a n c e d a lso f i red b o m b s on the t o w n ; but b e c a u s e of the d is tance , n o n e 
found their target ; see ing this and not dar ing to d raw c loser, the Eng l ish 
d i scon t i nued f ire a n d w i thd rew the vesse l . 

It is wor th no t ing that f r om n ine o 'c lock in the even ing unti l n o o n , over 
300 b o m b s w e r e f i red , and that no o n e was in jured, wh i ch p roves that 
evacua t i on of t he houses w a s g e n e r a l 1 9 . 

July 15 to July 20 

T h e Levi bat tery reduced its f ire cons iderab ly , a lmos t ceased to f ire its 
c a n n o n and on ly sent a b o m b at ha l f -hour in terva ls ; on the other h a n d , 
the two a rm ies c a m p e d o n ei ther s ide of the M o n t m o r e n c y Fal ls m a i n ­
ta ined ra ther heavy art i l lery f i re on each other. 

It s e e m e d that the e n e m y was bu i ld ing a second bat tery above the f irst, 
fac ing that sec t ion of the t o w n w h e r e the powder m a g a z i n e s w e r e to be 

' A tew words were omitted here in the manuscript; probably the words "short distance". 
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found. It was immediately decided to empty these and distribute the 
powder in the St. Louis and St. Jean faubourgs. 

The people had been forced to evacuate the faubourgs at the very 
beginning, and enter the town or withdraw to the country but fear of the 
bombs sent them back to their homes and in an instant the Upper Town 
thus became almost as deserted as the Lower Town; among others, the 
ladies of the Hospital and the Ursuline sisters, whose buildings had been 
destined for use as a hospital, abandoned their homes and the town from 
that instant found itself without a hospital or any means of obtaining 
one. The General Hospital, a short half league from the town, became 
the only one and a house was set up at the town gate in one of the 
faubourgs to receive the sick and injured and send them on to the General 
Hospital. 

Action and anxiety was no less great with regard to other things. Most 
of the effects in the King's store had been locked up in the Jesuits' 
house and other religious houses; including the flour. With these houses 
a target for the bombs, most of which fell true, thought had to be given 
to removing the stores and returning them to the warehouses in which 
they should always have remained; the enemy could storm these ware­
houses only after defeating the army at Beauport and in that case the town 
fell as well as the stores it contained. 

On the 16 t h, the Lev i battery, which until then had done little damage to 
the town, created havoc there; several houses collapsed and fire broke 
out in the center of the town, entirely consuming 5 or 6 of the finest houses. 
The enemy endeavoured to encourage the blaze by re-doubling the fire 
of all the cannon in their battery. Half the town would have been reduced 
to ashes and a great number of people would have perished had the King's 
lieutenant, against the orders of the Governor General, not finally com­
manded all the batteries to fire on that of the eneray. This was done with 
such success that the enemy's fire ceased on the spot and gave a poor 
showing that night, which facilitated the task of arresting the progress of 
the flames. The most regrettable loss due to the holocaust was undoubt­
edly that of 1200 minots of grain, an extremely precious commodity at 
that time. 

In addition, several persons were struck by bombs that day. During 
this time, the enemy army, camped beyond the Falls, night and day 
without discontinuing exchanged cannon and mortar fire with our army's 
left, camped opposite it. The number of mortars was about equal on 
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b o t h s i d e s bu t t h e E n g l i s h h a d m a n y m o r e c a n n o n a n d t h e s e of 

g rea te r ca l ib re . T h e d a n g e r of ou r pos i t ion in th is e x c h a n g e b e c o m i n g 

very se r ious , and ex t reme ly g rave b e c a u s e of t he n u m b e r of m e n ki l led 

or w o u n d e d , it w a s d e c i d e d that t he ent i re a rmy w o u l d be b rough t 

in and the left w i n g re l i eved . 

Dur ing this in terva l t he n u m b e r of Eng l ish vesse l s w a s seen to i nc rease 

and a d v a n c e to t he en t rance of the b a s o n wi th in c a n n o n range , tak ing 

a d v a n t a g e of the spec tac le o f fered by the art i l lery f i re f r o m the t w o 

a rm ies o n their r ight a n d f rom their art i l lery and the p lace on their left. 

O w i n g to t h e hazard of t he f l ames and the con t inuous ly fa l l ing b o m b s , 

all t h e o v e n s in t he t o w n had c e a s e d to f unc t i on ; the t o w n w a s reduced 

to ea t ing b iscui t wh i l e wa i t ing for n e w o v e n s to b e buil t in o n e of the 

f aubou rgs . 

S ince the w a r s e e m e d to b e d ragg ing on cont rary to the wil l and tas te 

of t h e C a n a d i a n s , w h o , a c c u s t o m e d to m a k i n g wha t they call " c o u p s " , 

that is, c a m p a i g n s last ing t w o or t h ree w e e k s , and then go ing h o m e , 

exp ressed the i r d isgus t , the na tura l resul t of their lack of s tead fas tness , 

and w e r e dese r t i ng at every oppor tun i ty in spi te of t he so lu t ions app l ied 

to the s i tuat ion. 

T h e n igh t of t h e 1 8 t h to t h e 1 9 t h , t h e ba t te ry f i re aga ins t t he t o w n 

be ing m u c h r e d u c e d , two la rge Eng l i sh vesse l s , w i th a f ew smal l ones , 

ven tu red past t he t o w n sai l ing up river. O n e of t hese , a s ix ty -gun vesse l , 

passed success fu l l y and w a s spo t ted on ly w h e n it w a s too late to f i re 

upon it, t h e o ther* h u g g i n g the point too c losely , ran ag round on Point 

Levi . Not true-f. But twen ty - fou r hours later, the Eng l ish fe tched it back 

into the i r s q u a d r o n w i thou t its s e e m i n g to h a v e su f fe red any d a m a g e . At 

the first k n o w l e d g e of t he m a n o e u v r e s of t hese sh ips , there w a s a la rm 

in t he t o w n ; t h e gene ra l a la rm w a s s o u n d e d and it w a s though t that 

the e n e m y w a s abou t to a t tack the p lace. Wi th day l ight , the sh ip of the 

l ine and the four sma l l boa ts w e r e recogn ized as s u c h . T h e y ancho red 

in the A n s e des M è r e s abou t half a l eague a b o v e the t own . 

W h e n the n e w s w a s b rough t to the c a m p , abou t 6 0 0 m e n and a few 

savages c a m e to guard the sho re a b o v e Q u é b e c . Tha t s a m e day a few 

* (English in the original) This was his Maj. Ship Diana. She was run on board in a very dark 

night by a Gun Vessel and as she was brot too for the Sutherland to pass ahead, she 

unfortunately got on Shore. However she was got off again. 

t The words "Not true" do not seem to be written in the author's hand. 
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c a n n o n and a mor ta r w e r e b rough t up f rom the p lace but w h e n they 

w e r e ready, and f i red, the e n e m y ' s answer i ng m a n o e u v r e was to raise 

ancho r and r ise and fall w i th the t ide, thus d raw ing a w a y f rom the fire 

w i thou t suf fer ing any d a m a g e . 

T h e r e w a s a smal l boat at t he A n s e des Mères w h i c h had been prepared 

as a f i re -sh ip but had not b e e n ready w h e n the o the rs w e r e sent ; 

w i th morn ing the Engl ish f ired a few c a n n o n shots at it and see ing no 

o n e a r o u n d , sent their boat and set f i re to it. 

T h e r e w e r e a l so in tha t p lace 5 or 6 of our g u n b o a t s w h i c h left and 

did not s a v e the f i re-sh ip as they cou ld have d o n e , s ince they had no 

orders . 

July 20 to July 25 

T h e 2 0 t h du r i ng t h e day , t h e Eng l i sh w e r e s e e n f r o m t h e t o w n to be 

d r a w i n g severa l ba rges up on to Point Levi . Wi th this d i scovery , the first 

d e t a c h m e n t was re in fo rced w i th 6 0 0 m o r e m e n sent under M. Dumas 

to p reven t a descen t a b o v e Q u é b e c . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g n ight w a s r e m a r k a b l e fo r t h e quan t i t y of b o m b s the 

e n e m y f i red at t h e g rea tes t range , s o that s o m e p a s s e d t h e rampar ts 

of t he p lace : doub t less on w o r d they had rece ived that all the milit ia 

had w i t hd rawn to these ex t remi t ies and w e r e c a m p e d a long the rampart 

w i th in the p lace. 

O n the 2 1 s 1 , t he re w a s n e w s that w i th t he f l a t -bo t t omed boa ts they 

had t r anspo r ted , they h a d sent a d e t a c h m e n t to Po in te aux T r e m b l e s 2 0 , 

and taken the chu rch and ne ighbou r i ng h o u s e s ; but they left that night 

w i thout hav ing d o n e any h a r m to t he f r igh tened inhab i tan ts , and rendered 

po in t less the d e t a c h m e n t s sent to p u s h t h e m back. 

T h e s t rong l y -a rmed vesse l , a b o v e the t o w n , se rved as a su re retreat for 

t he f l a t -bo t tomed boats wh ich cou ld run up and d o w n a long both shores 

at any m o m e n t and m a k e t h e m s e l v e s mas te rs of all nav iga t ion on the river 

wh i l e wa i t i ng in c a s e the real l and ing of their ent i re a r m y be m a d e in that 

part, w h i c h w a s b e c o m i n g poss ib le . Du r ing this per iod severa l of our 

so ld iers dese r ted to the Eng l i sh ; in re turn , w e rece ived severa l of their 

deser te rs . T h e repor t f r o m t h e s e deser te rs , and the Eng l i sh manoeuv res , 

led us to unde rs tand that they e x p e c t e d to s u c c e e d in their under tak ing 

on ly by w e a r i n g d o w n the s tead fas tness of the C a n a d i a n s ; by th reaten ing 

seve ra l p laces at o n e t ime ; and s ince they w e r e all regular t roops , they 
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Fig. 14 Côte de la Fabrique. Drawing by Richard Short. In the background, the 
cathedral; to the right, the Jesuit College; the house with verandahs in the center 
still exists. 
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be l ieved they had no th ing to fear as long as they avo ided the w o o d s and 
bui l t e n t r e n c h m e n t s w h e n e v e r they es tab l i shed t h e m s e l v e s in a new 
p lace . 

F r o m that m o m e n t , t hen , they had m e n in four p laces : at the M o n t m o ­
rency Fal ls w h e r e the m a i n body w a s to be f o u n d ; on the Isle of Or leans 
at Point Lev i and o n the r iver a b o v e Q u é b e c . 

T h e r e is no d e n y i n g that t h e popu la t i on , s e e i n g all our fo rces a lways 
a s s e m b l e d at o n e point a n d c o n c e r n e d on ly w i th d e f e n s e , w a s in t imidated 
u p o n see ing t h e Eng l i sh , o n the o the r h a n d , w h o w e r e m u c h fewer in 
n u m b e r , d i v ide the i r a r m y a n d u n d e r t a k e seve ra l bo ld ope ra t i ons w i thou t 
any oppos i t i on . 

T h e la rge n u m b e r of b o m b s f i red on t h e t o w n even tua l l y resu l ted in great 
d a m a g e ; n u m e r o u s houses w e r e a l ready d e s t r o y e d ; severa l pe rsons 
ki l led or in jured a n d the f ire had sp read to severa l p laces . 

Dur ing t h e s e d i so rde rs , t h o s e d e f e n d i n g the p lace w e r e not far f rom 
b e c o m i n g s o m a n y robbers . A b o m b h a d bare ly b r o k e n a doo r or a w i n d o w 
of a h o u s e d u r i n g t h e n ight , bu t t h e h o u s e w a s p i l laged o r devas ta ted . 
T o put a n e n d to this d iso rder , a n o r d i n a n c e w a s pub l i shed m a k i n g robbery 
p u n i s h a b l e by d e a t h , a n d rather w i th t h e idea of f r i gh ten ing t h e m wi th the 
th reat t han w i th t he ac tua l pun i shmen t , a d o u b l e g ibbet w a s e rec ted near 
t h e rampar t s . 

T h e e n e m y a rmy stil l r e m a i n e d s ta t ionary at the M o n t m o r e n c y Fal ls, and 
con t i nuous l y sent par t ies into the w o o d s w h e r e they did not fai l to meet 
o u r s a v a g e s a n d t a k e f l ight at t he sight. 

T h e Eng l i sh seve ra l t imes e n d e a v o r e d to th row a b r idge ac ross , e i ther by 
the Fa l ls or to the sou th , unde r cove r of t he art i l lery w h i c h f i red wi thout 
c e a s e ; but they d id not s u c c e e d a l though they w e r e o p p o s e d on ly by smal l 
a d v a n c e gua rds . 

O n t h e 2 1 s " , t o prof i t f r o m t h e a d v a n t a g e s they had g a i n e d by hav ing 
pos i t i oned a n a r m e d vesse l a b o v e Q u é b e c , w h i c h w a s l ike a c i tadel in 
that p lace , they sen t a d e t a c h m e n t of 3 0 0 m e n in b a r g e s u p as far as 
Po in te aux T r e m b l e s , w h i c h took the c h u r c h for its dri l l ha l l . Th is de tach ­
m e n t w a s gu ided by the S ieu r d e R o b e a u , o n e of t he hos tages f r o m Fort 
Necess i t y w h o h a d m a n a g e d to e s c a p e . 

T h e d e t a c h m e n t ' s m iss ion w a s to des t roy al l t h e c a n o e s and boats it 
m igh t f ind a l o n g the r iver and d i scove r t he p rov is ion and p o w d e r stores 
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they had b e e n to ld of by pr isoners they had taken or deser te rs they had 

rece ived . 

The d e t a c h m e n t spen t a lmos t an ent i re day at Po in te aux T remb l es , took 

s o m e f resh supp l ies , and left w i th abou t o n e hund red w o m e n and their 

ch i ld ren, w i thout do ing any h a r m . 

The next day , the c o m m a n d e r of t he sh ip sent wo rd to the c o m m a n d e r 

of t he p lace that h e wou ld re turn all t h e w o m e n t a k e n t h e p rev ious d a y 

and asked at the s a m e t ime for a s ix -hour cease- f i re to h a v e his s ick 

and w o u n d e d sent d o w n the r iver to their hosp i ta l on the Isle of Or leans . 

Both p ropos i t ions w e r e a c c e p t e d . T h e w o m e n w e r e landed at t he A n s e des 

Mères and al l host i l i t ies w e r e s u s p e n d e d . 

The exped i t ion m a d e by th is d e t a c h m e n t revea led , but too late, the error 

of send ing our f r igates so far up and that b e c a u s e they w e r e so d is tant , 

both sho res of t h e r iver w e r e e x p o s e d to at tack by the Engl ish ba rges 

wi th no possib i l i ty of o p p o s i n g t h e m . 

The fo l low ing n ight , t he 2 2 n d to the 2 3 r d , w a s remarkab le for the hor ro rs 

of a p rod ig ious quant i ty of b o m b s w h i c h fel l on the t o w n , s tar ted f i res in 

two or th ree p laces , w h i c h it w a s imposs ib le to ex t ingu ish , wh i ch b e c a m e a 

terr ib le in ferno, c o n s u m e d the cen te r of t he p lace and comp le te l y d e ­

s t royed the ca thed ra l . 

It w a s no ted that they c h a n g e d the r a n g e of t he b o m b s ; they at f i rst a i m e d 

t hem all in to t h e midst of the p lace , but i n fo rmed by the letters t aken f rom 

the w o m e n they had m a d e p r i soners , a n d in w h i c h they read news of wha t 

was h a p p e n i n g in the t o w n , they used the longest range , d i rec t ing the 

b o m b s as far as the f aubou rgs to wh ich the peop le had re t rea ted . 

O n t h e m o r n i n g of t h e 2 3 r d , doub t l ess p e r s u a d e d that t he ravages w raugh t 

by their b o m b s and the v io lence of t he b laze had m a d e e v e r y o n e leave 

their pos ts , they l ifted anchor , a n d set ful l sai l to pass b e y o n d the town and 

join the v e s s e l a l ready there . But as s o o n as they w e r e wi th in shor t c a n n o n 

range, all the bat ter ies f i red at t h e m fo rc ing the sh ips to tu rn and rega in 

their p l ace of depa r t u re . 

On the 2 4 l h , host i l i t ies w e r e aga in s u s p e n d e d to leave the Eng l ish f ree 

to send their sick to t he Isle of O r leans ; but it w a s only b e t w e e n the town 

and the Levi ba t te ry that f i re w a s s u s p e n d e d . T h e night that fo l lowed 

was not less ter r ib le than the p reced ing o n e in the n u m b e r of b o m b s and 

ca rcasses t h r o w n , all d i rec ted at the F a u b o u r g St. J e a n w h e r e they had 

doubt less lea rned that a lmos t al l t hose wi th a few deta i ls in the serv ice 
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of t he p lace had re t rea ted . F i re caugh t in o n e p lace but there w e r e no 
fur ther c o n s e q u e n c e s . 

It is imposs ib le to avo id men t i on ing in pass ing the as ton i shmen t and 
surpr ise , e v e n the d i s c o u r a g e m e n t of e v e r y o n e in genera l at our army 's 
inac t ion , ga the red beh ind its en t r enchmen ts at Beaupor t wh i le t he enemy 
a rmy , wh i ch w a s smal le r by a fifth and a quar ter , was d iv ided into four 
corps and s e e m e d to be b lock ing the t o w n and the a rmy, f o rmed part ies, 
sent t h e m into the w o o d s , acqua in ted t hemse l ves wi th the nature of the 
count ry and g r e w e a c h day in bo ldness a n d con f i dence b e c a u s e of the 
few obs tac les it f o u n d ; for our part , all t he a d v a n t a g e s the count ry prov ided 
had been lost, and it w o u l d have b e e n easy to k e e p the e n e m y d isqu ie ted 
at all po in ts w i th a co rps of 2 0 0 0 m e n w h o s e a b s e n c e c o u l d not have 
w e a k e n e d us and wh ich wou ld h a v e a roused war - l i ke emu la t i on by the 
little advan tages it w o u l d not h a v e fa i led to ob ta in under cove r of the 
w o o d s . T h e r e w e r e over 9 0 0 savages bi l leted in the c a m p w h o refused 
to m a r c h b e c a u s e they w e r e not a c c o m p a n i e d by a n equa l number of 
F rench ; they thus r e m a i n e d idle, c o n s u m i n g ou r p rov is ions or r o a m i n g our 
coun t ry -s ide w h e r e they caused m o r e d a m a g e than the e n e m y himself 
w o u l d h a v e done . 

July 25 to July 27 

T h e r e w e r e severa l cease- f i res of 2 or 3 hours each du r ing wh ich the 
gene ra l s of the two a rm ies c o m m u n i c a t e d wi th o n e another . T h e letters 
con ta ined no th ing of interest ; in s o m e , the Eng l ish c o m p l a i n e d at length 
of t he behav iou r of our s a v a g e s a n d th rea tened to re ta l ia te ind iscr iminate ly 
o n all that fel l w i th in their h a n d s 2 1 . T h e s e letters w e r e a n s w e r e d with 
reasons w h i c h w e r e qu i te as f i rm and m o r e just . 

T h e night of the 2 5 l h to the 2 6 t h , b e c a u s e of poor m a n o e u v r i n g by the crews 
of ou r gunboa ts , two of t hese lat ter fel l to the e n e m y after the m e n had 
e s c a p e d to sho re . T h e fo l low ing day the re w a s a g rea t sk i rm ish in the 
w o o d s at t he M o n t m o r e n c y Fal ls b e t w e e n our savages and an enemy 
a d v a n c e g u a r d . S o m e of our m e n w e r e kil led and the Eng l ish must also 
h a v e lost some . 

Tha t s a m e night , a d e t a c h m e n t of o n e hund red m e n went over to Point 
Levi in a n a t tempt t o t a k e the e n e m y f r o m the rear and the re w a s a 
smal l encoun te r that s a m e day. 

At abou t t he s a m e t ime a d e t a c h m e n t w i th an eng inee r w a s sent to 
es tab l i sh an e n t r e n c h m e n t t o the right of J a c q u e s Cart ier w h i c h w a s known 
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to be such a n a d v a n t a g e o u s post that if t he e n e m y had ant ic ipated us wi th 
only 2 0 0 m e n , it wou ld h a v e been imposs ib le to d i s lodge t hem and all 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n wi th the count ry b e y o n d w o u l d have been cut off. 

The n e w s rece ived at that t ime f rom N iaga ra and Car i l lon sa id , ( the f i rst) , 
that t he Engl ish w e r e a l ready in s t rength half a l eague f rom that p lace 
prepar ing to bes iege it; the news f r o m Car i l lon a n n o u n c e d only the great 
s lowness of the e n e m y ; that the e n e m y ' s fo rces we re not a third of wha t 
there had been reason to s u p p o s e and that be ing a lmos t ent i re ly prov inc ia l 
mil i t ia, they w e r e d i scou raged . 

The night of the 2 6 t h to the 2 7 t h w a s the wors t that had yet been seen 
because of the f ire f rom the e n e m y w h o was con t inuous ly shoo t ing 2 , 
3 or 6 c a n n o n bal ls at a t ime. 

Such r igorous act ion aga inst i nan imate ob jects as ton ished eve ryone and 
with reason , and it w a s learned f rom deser te rs at the s a m e t ime that the 
enemy genera l ' s in tent ion w a s to dest roy Q u é b e c f rom top to bo t tom, 
wi thout our be ing ab le to learn the reason for an under tak ing so cont rary 
to the ord inary pract ices of war . 

July 27 to July 31 

The night of t h e 2 7 " 1 to t he 2 8 l h abou t 70 f i re-rafts we re l aunched ; t he 
unhappy rema ins of s o m a n y expens i ve art i f ices m a d e to dest roy the 
enemy f leet , and wh ich had been in tended to go into act ion at the s a m e 
t ime as the f i re-sh ips but the i r g reat d i s tance had not rendered the project 
poss ib le at the t ime. 

' T h e y w e r e led by an ab le m a n as intel l igent as they c o m e and taken to 
wi th in ha l f - renge of the g u n on the a d v a n c e guard f r igate. T h e f ire sp read 
f rom o n e f i re-raf t to ano ther w i th rapidi ty but s ince their p rogress w a s very 
slow, and the night not excess ive ly dark, the e n e m y vesse l s had t ime to 
cut or lift their anchors and g ive w a y to the f i re-raf ts. T h e y e s c a p e d amid 
great a la rm. It then b e c a m e clear wha t an d a v a n t a g e wou ld have been 
ga ined by conve r t i ng s o m e vesse l s in to-sh ips, w h i c h , wi th the brisk little 
wind that b lew, and covered by the f i re-raf ts, cou ld have pene t ra ted the 
enemy f leet and c a u s e d real d a m a g e 2 2 . 

Toward dayb reak , the e n e m y revea led a new bat tery aga inst the t o w n , 

' (English note in the manuscript) Not true — only 2 or 3 Transports moved and we tow'd 
these cageux' (as they are called) off as easily and indeed with more facility than the first 
fireships. As there were 70 of these they had a serious appearance when on fire. 
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p laced t o t h e r ight of t h e f irst bu t o n t h e s ides , c o m p o s e d of t w e l v e cannon, 
w i th w h i c h they f i red w i thou t cease . Dur ing all th is t ime , our batter ies 
r e m a i n e d s i lent and it w a s not be l ieved necessa ry in e ight days to fire 
o n e shot , as m u c h b e c a u s e of t h e sma l l d a m a g e the e n e m y suffered 
as to avo id us ing a m m u n i t i o n need less ly . H o w e v e r , s ince it w a s admit ted 
that t h e b o m b s h a d s o m e t i m e s c a u s e d s o m e d a m a g e , a n effort w a s made 
to erect a bat tery of four mor ta rs o n the c a p e a b o v e the c h â t e a u , in a 
p l a c e c loses t to the e n e m y bat ter ies and w i th an e leva t ion wh ich dom­
inated t h e m cons ide rab l y a n d f r o m w h i c h al l the i r m a n o e u v r e s cou ld easily 
be s e e n . A s t r ik ing fact is tha t th is w a s on ly dec ided upon the lively 
rep resen ta t i ons of a sai lor w h o had every di f f icul ty in m a k i n g the advan­
t a g e felt a l t hough it w a s very ev iden t in itself. 

It h a d thus far b e e n di f f icul t to j u d g e of t he e n e m y ' s p lans f r o m the way 
in w h i c h he w a s s e e n to behave . A c c o r d i n g to in fo rmat ion rece ived , the 
e n e m y fo r ces d id not e x c e e d 12 ,000 m e n in a l l ; fou r or f i ve t h o u s a n d were 
s p r e a d a l o n g the Levi sho re ; a sma l l body at the Isle of Or leans and the 
rest at t he M o n t m o r e n c y Fal ls. Th is last g r o u p w a s not s t rong e n o u g h to 
v a n q u i s h all the C a n a d i a n fo rces o p p o s i n g it o n that s ide ; the Point 
Levi deta i l d id not s e e m to b e a s o u r c e of anx iety . F rom their de te rmina t ion 
to des t roy the t o w n , the i r s l ow a n d t im id m a n o e u v r e s , the re w a s reason 
to be l i eve they had m a d e a m is take in the i r ca lcu la t ions , tha t they had not 
e x p e c t e d to f ind the res is tance they met , that they w e r e t ry ing to protract 
t he c a m p a i g n , to d o all t he d a m a g e they cou ld to fac i l i ta te the conquest 
of t h e coun t ry at a later s e a s o n . 

O n t h e 2 9 l h t he re w a s ev i dence of m u c h m o v e m e n t a m o n g the Engl ish 
o n the Point Lev i s ide. It w a s repor ted that they h a d severa l ba rges on 
the s h o r e of t h e d e u x chemins * a n d t h e s h o r e o p p o s i t e Si l lery. At the same 
t ime, their wa rsh ips and o ther v e s s e l s w h i c h had g o n e u p s t r e a m beyond 
C a p - R o u g e a few d a y s ear l ie r w e r e s e e n c o m i n g d o w n to tha t place, 
w h i c h g a v e r ise to a susp i c i on that they p lanned to d e s c e n d u p o n Sil lery; 
a re in fo rcemen t of a few C a n a d i a n s and s a v a g e s w a s the re fo re sent to 
that a rea but no th ing n e w o c c u r e d . 

O n the 30<" at abou t 10 o 'c lock in t he m o r n i n g w h e n the t ide w a s rising, 
t h ree sh ips w e r e s e e n to set sa i l , the sma l les t of w h i c h c a m e u p to the 
e n t r a n c e to the M o n t m o r e n c y Fal ls , w i th in two m u s k e t ranges of our en­
t r e n c h m e n t s o n that s ide , and g r o u n d e d the re ; t h e s e c o n d vesse l d id not 

* The author means the shore of the Etchemins. 
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advance as far and a lso wen t a g r o u n d . T h e s e w e r e two p i n k s 2 3 each 
a rmed w i th 14 c a n n o n . T h e third of t he k ing 's sh ips rema ined af loat in 
the channe l . 

f A s soon as these vesse l s w e r e so p laced , they b e g a n the heav ies t f i re 
ever s e e n , w h i c h was imi ta ted by all the bat ter ies on the M o n t m o r e n c y 
e s c a r p m e n t ; at t he s a m e t ime m o r e than 500 ba rges w e r e seen to 
advance , go ing back and for th as t hough to car ry out a descent . 

On ou r s ide , the re w e r e on ly four c a n n o n w i th w h i c h to a n s w e r t h e m wh ich 
could never be d i s m o u n t e d o w i n g to t he exce l l ence of t he b reas twork . 
The e x c h a n g e las ted unti l even ing and it w a s es t ima ted that the e n e m y 
fired 3 0 0 0 c a n n o n sho ts . W e lost t h ree g u n b o a t s f r o m f i re, t w o smal l 
boats wi th o n e c a n n o n e a c h , and a f ew m e n , ki l led or w o u n d e d . T o w a r d s 
even ing they t h e m s e l v e s set f i re to the i r t w o g r o u n d e d vesse l s ei ther 
because t h e s e migh t have been burned dur ing the night s ince they we re 
high and dry or b e c a u s e they had been put out of act ion by the shocks 
they mus t h a v e rece ived f rom the c a n n o n . 

A d e t a c h m e n t f r om thei r s ide , unde r cove r of their art i l lery, p a s s e d the Fal ls 
to take our e n t r e n c h m e n t s f r om the front, be l iev ing t h e m dese r ted b e c a u s e 
of the heavy f i re ; but they we re rebuf fed wiht a few losses . 
That s a m e day th rough let ters of author i ty , M. d e Vaudreu i l c rea ted a 
body of twe l ve ma jo rs to se rve t h e p lace , c h o s e n f r o m the mos t alert and 
notab le bu rghe rs and invested w i th the s a m e p o w e r as court c o m m i s s i o n s 
wou ld h a v e g iven t hem. Th is a r r a n g e m e n t w a s j u d g e d necessa ry for a 
p lace w h o s e staff cons i s ted on ly of a k ing 's l ieu tenant and a jun ior (?) -
major and w h e r e t he re w e r e on ly se rgean t s ava i lab le for the night rounds . 

The duty of t hese twe lve ma jo rs w a s to m a k e all the rounds every night 
wi thin and w i thou t t he rampar t s , w i th fus i l iers , and ma in ta in d isc ip l ine 
within the p lace , and w i th pa t ro ls p reven t robber ies and p i l lage. 

July 31=i, w e learned t h r o u g h p r i soner cap tu red the p rev ious day that 
the Eng l ish m o v e m e n t t o w a r d s the Fal ls w a s a real a t tack ; that the t w o 
sh ips h a d b e e n p u r p o s e l y g r o u n d e d in o r d e r to b o m b a r d ou r e n ­
t renchmen ts f r o m the rear; that t h e f l a t -bo t tomed boats w e had obse rved 
coming and g o i n g carr ied 6 0 0 0 regu lars for the land ing that wou ld take 
place about f i ve o 'c lock in the even ing at low t ide. E leven c o m p a n i e s of 
grenadiers w e r e in the v a n g u a r d ; 2 0 0 picket g u a r d s fo l lowed to suppor t 

t English note in the manuscript. — We landed and were obliged to re-embarque. 
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Fig. 15 View of the north-western section of Québec, from the River Saint-Charles, 
Drawing by Richard Short. Towards the center in the lower part, the Intendants 
palace, the vaulted cellars of which still exist. The Intendants gate, mentioned 
in this recital was on the côte du Palais. 
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them and the rest f o r m e d th ree c o l u m n s . T h e g renad ie rs rushed the 
en t renchmen ts , t he p icke ts en te red the f irst a b a n d o n e d redoubt , in w h i c h 
the c a n n o n had b e e n sp i ked . T h e C a n a d i a n s w h o had re t rea ted to the 
second redoubt half w a y u p the hil l o f fe red l ively and heavy f ire wh i ch 
forced t h e p ickets to w i thd raw in con fus ion leav ing their c o m m a n d e r there ; 
with th is, e v e r y o n e w i thd rew a n d r e - e m b a r q u e d after hav ing set f i re to 
their o w n g r o u n d e d sh ips . T h e e n e m y ' s loss a m o u n t e d to about 4 0 0 ki l led 
and w o u n d e d 2 4 . 

Our sa lva t ion that day w a s a s to rm that s t ruck at the m o m e n t of t he at tack, 
all the m o r e prop i t ious in that w e w e r e lack ing in p o w d e r and ba l ls ; for 
some t ime w e had n o w icks for the c a n n o n w h i c h w e lit wi th a f l int lock 
pan. 

It may be r e m a r k e d in pass i ng that e v e r y o n e w a s wh i spe r i ng of an a l leged 
consump t i on of p o w d e r beh ind the e n e m y l ines. 

The accoun t m e n t i o n e d ove r e ight hund red t h o u s a n d ; exper ts sa id that 
consumpt ion had not yet reached o n e hund red t h o u s a n d . It w a s bru i ted 
about that by dint of m o v i n g the p o w d e r f r o m p lace to p lace a p rod ig ious 
quanti ty h a d been d i ve r ted to b e dear l y re-so ld to t he K ing w h e n the 
magaz ines w e r e empty . S u c h is t he m a n n e r in w h i c h i m m e n s e fo r tunes 
are m a d e in this count ry , and that w i th impun i ty , a l though it is wel l 
known that n o m e r c h a n t o rders powder , that on ly t he K ing and the W e s t 
Indies C o m p a n y can d o this and that any ind iv idual w i th ten p o u n d s of 
powder has sure ly s to len it f r om the K ing . 

August 1 to August 5 

The of f icer c o m m a n d i n g the Eng l i sh p icke ts w h o had r e m a i n e d beh ind 
dur ing t h e rout b e c a u s e of in jur ies, w a s t ranspo r ted to t h e Gene ra l H o s p i ­
tal. A d v a n t a g e w a s t a k e n of th is o c c a s i o n to reques t a cease- f i re . O n 
August 3 r d , letters w e r e sen t t o t h e e n e m y to appr i se h im of the s i tua t ion , 
but the t rue reason w a s to s e n d 3 0 0 or 4 0 0 wo rke rs to the t o w n to c lean 
the st reets of t he debr is w i th w h i c h the c a n n o n f ire had f i l led t h e m and 
where no o n e da red work wh i le the e n e m y w a s shoo t ing . 

This cease- f i re w a s fo l lowed by t w o o the rs o n the t w o fo l low ing days 
solely to a l low bo th s ides to send let ters. O n e of t he letters f r om the Engl ish 
general con ta ined twen ty p o u n d s s ter l ing wh ich he reques ted be g iven 
to the d e G u i e n n e so ld ie rs w h o had s a v e d the a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d of f icer 
f rom the h a n d s of t h e s a v a g e s . T h e m o n e y w a s g i ven to the Eng l ish 
captain in ques t i on w i th M. d e Vaudreu i l ' s excuses for not hav ing been 
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ab le to consen t to such generos i ty to his so ld iers w h o had after all only 
been car ry ing out their o rders . 

In o n e of t he letters the s a m e gene ra l exp ressed his g rea t g ra t i tude for the 
a t tent ions of the ladies of the Hosp i ta l w h o w e r e ca r ing for th is off icer and 
dec la red that shou ld fo r tune f avou r his a r m s he w o u l d h a v e their house 
h o n o u r e d and r e s p e c t e d 2 5 . Th is letter g a v e that p lace a reputa t ion for the 
grea tes t secur i ty and f rom that m o m e n t e v e r y o n e had their most prec ious 
be long ings t ranspor ted the re . 

T h e s e cease- f i res w e r e used to bu i ld b reas tworks for our rampar t batter ies 
w h e r e it w a s no longer poss ib le to ho ld on and w h e r e th i r teen m e n had 
been ki l led or mor ta l l y w o u n d e d in 4 or 5 days . 

T h e Point Levi bat tery 's f i re con t i nued day and n ight w i th the same 
intensi ty. It w a s no ted only tha t the i r b o m b s w e r e not n u m e r o u s but 
this w a s c o m p e n s a t e d for by c a n n o n f i re. 

F r o m the n ight of t he 12 th to t he 13th, unt i l Augus t 5 t h , it w a s es t imated 
that t h e e n e m y shot 4 , 0 0 0 b o m b s and 9 ,000 or 10,000 c a n n o n bal ls at the 
p l a c e 2 6 . 

T w o days af ter t he at tack by the Eng l i sh , their a r m y at t he Fal ls was 
s e e n to m o v e t o w a r d s the w o o d s ; our c a m p w a s put on the alert ; guard 
deta i ls in the w o o d s we re re in forced wi th 500 or 6 0 0 m e n and the rest 
of the t roops rece ived o rde rs to be ready to m a r c h on the f irst order , but 
t he e n e m y re tu rned to c a m p . 

N e w s f rom the coun t ry up t h e r iver repor ted that N iaga ra had b e e n under 
s i ege for 10 days , t he t r ench b r e a c h e d and the t o w n b o m b a r d e d wi th mortars 
and c a n n o n and that the gar r i son had 6 0 ki l led or w o u n d e d . 

August 5 to August 10 

T h e night of the 5 t h to t h e 6 l h be ing rainy, w i th m u c h heavy mist , t he town 
sen t ine ls heard the s o u n d of severa l f l a t -bo t tomed boa ts be ing rowed up 
the r iver; t he alert w a s g iven in t he p lace and the genera l a la rm s o u n d e d . 

T h e e n e m y did not s e e m to m o v e dur ing that t ime but f i re f r om its Levi 
bat ter ies w a s ma in ta ined as v io lent ly as ever aga ins t the t o w n . Each night 
they th rew a la rge n u m b e r of ca r casses but a lways wi thout success . 

Neve r the less , t he night of t he 8 l h to t he 9 t h , they a i m e d seve ra l at t h e lower 
t o w n and f i re caugh t in four p laces . T h e f ire b e c a m e so v io lent and 
w i d e s p r e a d that a lmos t 150 bu rned h o u s e s w e r e c o u n t e d . T h e fortune 

88 



Fig. 16 Place Royal in ruins after the fire of August 9. Drawing by Richard Short. 
In the center, Notre-Dame Church; on the left, the Maison Barbel and Maison 
Fornel, now restored, and the house of the West Indies Company; in the foreground, 
to the right, the Maison Hazeur, the square's largest, still in existence today, but 
not yet restored. The perspective of this drawing is distorted; the square seems 
much larger than it is. 
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of a g rea t n u m b e r of pr iva te p e r s o n s w h o had o n c e b e e n r ich w a s turned 
to ashes . T h e e n e m y re -doub led the fury of the f l ames , and increasing 
the f i re f r o m its bat ter ies w h i c h w o r k e d w i thou t s top , t he d a m a g e was 
s u c h that it w a s imposs ib l e t o r e m e d y it. As s o o n as t h e f l a m e s had 
b r o k e n out , t he t roops w i t hd rew and the re w a s on ly o n e m a n ki l led and 
ano the r w o u n d e d . 

T h e bat ter ies su f fe red little d a m a g e o w i n g to t he c o u r a g e a n d intrepid 
cha rac te r of the s e a m e n , and the i r b ravery a p p e a r e d so great that M. le 
m a r q u i s d e M o n t c a l m had o n e hund red louis d is t r ibu ted a m o n g t h e m as a 
r e w a r d . T h e s e f i res and the t w o p r e c e d i n g o n e s , in t h e Uppe r Town, 
resu l ted in no less than 180 houses be ing reduced to ashes , which 
w a s half t he t o w n : the mos t a t t rac t ive sec t ions and the f inest h o u s e s 2 7 . 

At t he s a m e t ime , t he e n e m y , u n d e r cove r of t h e la rge sh ip a n d small 
f r iga tes that had b e e n sent a b o v e the t o w n , and the f l a t -bo t tomed boats 
w h i c h they h a d h a d p a s s by night , sent a l ong the s h o r e a b o u t 3 0 0 flat-
bo t t om ed boa ts ca r ry ing 12 m e n . M. d e Bouga inv i l l e w a s sen t f r om the 
c a m p wi th abou t 1 0 0 0 m e n , wi th o rde rs to fo l low t h e m by land and oppose 
the i r l and ing u n d e r c o v e r of t h e w o o d s w h i c h a re th ick o n the sho re in 
s o m e p laces . H e su rp r i sed t h e m and p u s h e d t h e m back tw ice w i th some 
loss o n their s ide. 

It has a l ready b e e n said that al l t h o s e wi th go ld or s i lver co in had been 
inv i ted to g i ve it for use for the p u r c h a s e of co rn . T h e sight of t he metal 
m o n e y p r o d u c e d all t h e des i red succour . In a very shor t t ime , 12,000 
m ino ts of co rn w e r e ga the red in t he G o v e r n m e n t of M o n t r e a l , conv inc ing 
proof that the re had n e v e r b e e n a f a m i n e in the count ry . 

It had b e e n s o m e d a y s ear l ier that seve ra l cop ies of a k ind of mani festo, 
s i gned by the Eng l i sh genera l ' s ad ju tan t , had b e e n f o u n d , in wh i ch the 
ad ju tan t dec la red in the n a m e of his genera l that mercy w o u l d b e shown 
t h e C a n a d i a n s o n l y unt i l A u g u s t 10 a n d that af ter that da te , n o quarter 
w o u l d be g i ven t h o s e w h o fel l in to Eng l i sh hands . S ince at t he s a m e time, 
dese r te rs w e r e ar r iv ing f rom o n e day to ano the r and they w e r e all in 
a g r e e m e n t in say ing that w e r e it not fo r f ea r of t h e s a v a g e s , t he re would 
be far m o r e aese r te rs , it w a s reso lved to take the oppor tun i t y to answer 
th is paper . A m a n i f e s t o w a s d r a w n up in F rench , Eng l i sh and G e r m a n 2 8 , 
a n d s i g n e d , w h i c h p r o m i s e d in t he n a m e of M. le m a r q u i s d e Montca lm 
that all t h o s e w h o w i shed to deser t the Eng l ish a rmy w o u l d rece ive the 
g rea tes t f avou rs , w o u l d h a v e no th ing to fear f r o m the barbar i ty of the 
s a v a g e s , and the m a n n e r of ho ld ing their a r m s w a s p resc r i bed ( the butt 
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of the r i f le); that at this s igna l the s a v a g e s w o u l d fly to their a id , f i re on 
those pu rsu ing t h e m and lead t h e m fai thful ly and safe ly to the French 
camp. 

August 10 to August 15 

On the e v e n i n g of t he 9 t h a m e s s e n g e r ar r ived f rom up the r iver wi th 
d isagreeab le n e w s . T h e fall of N iaga ra to the Eng l ish w a s con f i rmed in 
various let ters. 

Sieur Pouche t , Cap ta in de G u y e n n e , w h o was in c o m m a n d there , had 
expected he lp f r o m Fort Machau l t w h i c h M. d e L ignery w a s to br ing , after 
he had a s s e m b l e d al l the C a n a d i a n s sca t te red in that area. He ga the red 
2,000 m e n ; nea r i ng N iaga ra he fell into an e n e m y a m b u s h , w h i c h resu l ted 
in cons ide rab le c a r n a g e , and t hose w h o w e r e not ki l led we re t aken 
prisoner. S ieur Pouche t , af ter t h e s e even ts , and 10 or 12 days in the 
t renches du r i ng w h i c h t i m e e n e m y art i l lery ki l led m a n y of his m e n , had to 
surrender. H e rece ived t h e h o n o u r s of wa r unt i l emba rca t i on , and w a s 
made a p r i soner of w a r a l o n g w i th his ga r r i son b e c a u s e of t he su r render ; 
which he sent h imsel f , r ende r i ng an accoun t of his conduc t , wh i ch the 
enemy a l l owed h im to do. 

The s a m e m e s s e n g e r b rough t the n e w s that M. de B o u r g l a m a r q u e had 
bombarded Car i l lon , t hen Fort St. F reder ick , and had w i t h d r a w n w i th his 
forces to t he Isle aux Noix wh ich t he re h a d been ef forts to fort i fy, and 
endeavoured th rough t h e locat ion of this post to prevent t he Engl ish f r om 
reaching Fort St. J e a n . T h e mos t unp leasan t news w a s an accoun t f r o m 
M. de B o u r g l a m a r q u e h imsel f say ing that he had been unab le to ob ta in 
help f rom the s a v a g e s w h o w e r e all g radua l l y deser t i ng . 

It was immed ia te l y dec ided to send M. le cheva l ie r de Lev i , w i th 8 0 0 or 
900 C a n a d i a n s and two o ther p ickets of land t roops and t roops f rom the 
colony to Mon t rea l so that they m igh t go ei ther to Isle aux Noix , if M. de 
Bourg lamarque w a s in too w e a k a posi t ion there , or to the R a p i d e d e la 
Présentat ion, if t he Eng l ish a rmy w h i c h had taken N iaga ra t r ied to go 
there. 

On the m o r n i n g of t he 1 7 t h m a n y c a n n o n shots we re heard f rom the a rea 
of Po in te aux T r e m b l e s , w h i c h m a d e us th ink that t he Eng l i sh , n u m b e r i n g 
1500 m e n , c a m p e d oppos i t e , i n tended to m a k e a descen t a n d es tab l ish 
themse lves there . But th is w a s probab ly a ruse, in o rder to d o the s a m e 
e lsewhere s ince they put d o w n m o r e than one t h o u s a n d m e n at Des -
chambaul t , s e v e n l eagues fur ther . 
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Th is n e w s w a s par t icu lar ly a la rm ing s ince m u c h of the a rmy ' s equ ipment 

w a s in tha t p lace, g u a r d e d by 25 inval ids. At that s a m e t ime the large 

convoy of f lour and cat t le w a s to pass there , and its loss mean t the fall 

of the co lony . Moreover , that a rea w a s the lovel iest in C a n a d a , a n d we 

coun ted mos t heavi ly on its harvest . It w a s fea red that the Eng l i sh , who 

had devas ted by f ire m o r e than o n e and a half l eagues of the land on 

the sho re oppos i t e Po in te aux T remb les , w o u l d d o the s a m e there . 

M. de Bouga inv i l l e , w h o w a s at Pointe aux T r e m b l e s wi th 8 0 0 0 men 

m a r c h e d in that d i rec t ion ; a n d on the even ing of the 1 8 t h M. le marquis 

de M o n t c a l m wi th his a i d e s - d e - c a m p a n d the major genera l of the land 

fo rces left incogn i to to go to c o m p e n s a t e by his p resence for the small 

n u m b e r of t roops t he re a n d the dif f iculty encoun te red in send ing a larger 

n u m b e r b e c a u s e it w a s so far away. 

It w a s to be feared that, D e s c h a m b a u l t be ing wel l s i tua ted , the enemy 

w o u l d es tab l i sh t h e m s e l v e s there and cou ld t hen easi ly take the Jacques 

Car t ier post f r o m beh ind , es tab l i sh t h e m s e l v e s in the two p laces and cut off 

all c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n Q u é b e c , T ro is -R iv iè res and Mon t rea l , which 

wou ld a lso result in the loss of the count ry . 

O n e canno t he lp obse rv ing that the e n e m y ' s good fo r tune w a s d u e to the 

dec is ion to a b a n d o n the river, and to have all vesse l s and f r igates go up 

as far as T ro is -R iv iè res , aga ins t the op in ion of a few rel iable pe rsons who 

held that the k ing 's two f r igates shou ld be kept , wel l a r m e d , a b o v e Québec; 

they w o u l d have p reven ted the Eng l ish ba rges f rom appear ing the re and 

w o u l d have ensu red us the nav iga t ion of the river. 

T h e Eng l ish vesse l s w o u l d not have been able to d is lodge t hem s ince they 

cou ld not have g o n e up the river w i thou t sound ing it, a n d th is the fr igates 

w o u l d not have a l l owed , or if t hey had t r ied to fo rce their w a y at the risk 

of f ounde r i ng it w o u l d have b e e n easy to g ive w a y and d o s o at a 

prop i t ious m o m e n t . 

F rom the very beg inn ing w e recogn ized the great a d v a n t a g e of gunboats 

a n d smal l boa ts a r m e d w i th c a n n o n ; there w e r e fou r teen in al l . Half had 

been des t royed s ince the beg inn ing of the s iege , or had been put out of 

ac t ion . E v e y o n e w o u l d have w i s h e d an effort had been m a d e to build 

m o r e , w h i c h w o u l d have been very easy a n d the re w a s e n o u g h time; 

but fa lse e c o n o m y wou ld not a l low this, wh i le e v e r y o n e s a w that the 

art i l lery in t he p lace and at c a m p c a u s e d great e x p e n s e dai ly , without 

f i r ing, so to speak ; of c o u r s e it w a s fo rb idden to d o th is excep t in case 

92 



of dire need b e c a u s e of the scarc i ty of powde r wh ich w a s beg inn ing to 
be felt. 

The c o m m a n d e r s of th is art i l lery spen t all their t ime tak ing d o w n a n d 
putt ing up bat ter ies, m o v i n g p ieces need less ly f rom o n e spot to another , 
for the sole pu rpose of c rea t ing expense wh ich m a d e t hem r icher, or us ing 
an a l leged 50 car r iages ass igned to their serv ice w h e n there w e r e real ly 
only 14. T h e genera l r umour w a s that the c o m m a n d e r of th is art i l lery 
pocketed 50 louis a d a y and his suba l te rns a p ropor t iona te amoun t . 

In the absence of M. le marqu i s d e M o n t c a l m a n d M. le cheva l ie r de Lev i , 
c o m m a n d fel l to M. d e S e n n e z e r g u e s , c o m m a n d e r of the Sar re a n d an 
army br igadier , a p rudent mi l i tary m a n , but one w h o w a s not of suf f ic ient 
consequence to m a k e M. d e Vaudreu i l a n d those a round h im c o m e to 
the most jud ic ious a n d reasonab le dec is ions . 

Such super io r fo rces in th ree di f ferent p laces w i th so few m e n to s tand 
them off m a d e us fear the end w a s near a n d that the ent i re co lony wou ld 
fall under the e n e m y yoke. 

On the 1 0 t h , 1 1 t h , a n d 1 2 t h , t he Eng l i sh at Po in te Lev i s e e m e d to occupy 
themse lves only w i th the cons tan t she l l ing of the T o w n , and at t imes the 
Mon tmorency Fal ls. O n the night of the 1 1 t h to the 1 2 t h they t r ied under 
cover of d a r k n e s s to s e n d f r igates up above Q u é b e c , but f i re f r om our 
batter ies, w a r n e d in t ime by a s ignal of their m o v e m e n t s , p reven ted t h e m 
from car ry ing out the i r in tent ions, a n d only o n e smal l s choone r w a s ab le 
to pass under cover of n ight . 

They sent a d e t a c h m e n t of s o m e 1000 to 1200 m e n on the s a m e s ide w h o 
tried to go d o w n as far as Pointe aux T remb les , but M. de Bouga inv i l le , 
who w a s in c o m m a n d in tha t a rea , repe l led t h e m tw ice , fo rc ing t h e m to 
d isembark on the sou the rn sho re w h e r e they c a m p e d . S ince they d id not 
seem very we l l e n t r e n c h e d a n d h a d n o a d v a n t a g e f rom the te r ra in , it 
was p lanned that t he d e t a c h m e n t leav ing for Mont rea l w i th M. d e Levi 
should c ross the r iver a n d at tack t hem under cove r of n ight and wha teve r 
the ou t come , whe the r fo r tuna te or un fo r tuna te , the d e t a c h m e n t shou ld 
cont inue on its w a y , but heavy rain p reven ted all th is. 

In the Falls a rea it w a s not iced that eve ry day the Eng l ish sent a large 
party of m e n to str ip the w o o d s in o rder to m a k e c lear ings ; a p lan w a s 
made to surpr ise the wo rke rs a n d if poss ib le to start a genera l e n g a g e m e n t 
there. T o do th is , 3 0 0 C a n a d i a n s a n d 300 s a v a g e s w e r e m a r c h e d at 
nightfall, f o l l owed by 900 C a n a d i a n s a n d , at a litt le d i s tance , ano ther 
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d e t a c h m e n t of 1500 m e n , a n d the rest of the a rmy w a s to s tand ready 
to rece ive orders . T h e at tack w a s to be m a d e as s o o n as the th ree cutters 
c o m m e n c e d work . T h e first d e t a c h m e n t d id a d v a n c e , but w h e n the time 
c a m e to a t tack, the s a v a g e s w i thd rew. On ly the C a n a d i a n s f i red , at the 
s o u n d of wh i ch the Engl ish left c a m p in two co l umns , d i s e n g a g e d their 
wo rke rs a n d re t rea ted w i th t h e m to their en t renchmen ts . 

F rom deser te rs w e then learned that the Engl ish f leet had just received 
a supply of p rov is ions f rom 22 sh ips . 

August 15 to August 20 

O n the 1 4 t h t he t own ' s genera l staff w a s c h a n g e d . M. de R a m s a y , the king's 
l ieutenant , w a s in poor heal th and w e n t to the hosp i ta l , and his p lace was 
f i l led by the bat ta l ion c o m m a n d e r s in tu rn . M. Berne tz , c o m m a n d e r of 
the Lower T o w n for t he past 43 d a y s , had d o n e the s a m e 24 hours earlier 
and his post w a s f i l led by the c o m m a n d e r s of t he bat ta l ions and the 
sent r ies a l ternate ly . 

T h e abuse , d isorder and neg l i gence re ign ing at headquar te rs in the Upper 
T o w n c a m e to l ight wi th th is c h a n g e in the genera l staff. On ly half of the 
n u m b e r of peop le for w h o m food w a s d is t r ibu ted e a c h day w e r e found 
there ; a m o n g o thers , half the c o m p a n y of wo rke rs , off ic ial ly number ing 
114 and paid 40 sous each , d id not exist ; the ca r r iages used by the 
art i l lery wh i ch we re pa id for at a rate of 7 fr. 10s. per day and accounted 
at m o r e than 40 w e r e in real i ty not m o r e than eight in number . Discipline 
in the p lace w a s not at its best ; no f ixed pos ts , no regular gua rd . Somet imes 
a sen t ry w a s pos i t ioned in o n e p lace, s o m e t i m e s in another , without 
any r e a s o n ; those ava i lab le for gua rd ing the p lace w e r e fo rced to be 
cons tan t l y on du ty , n ight a n d day. S ince such serv ice w a s unbearable, 
there w a s m u c h a b u s e ; m a n y had dese r ted . No o n e t roub led to obey 
o rde rs a n d w h e n ca l led to a rms , no o n e c a m e . 

T h e bat ta l ion c o m m a n d e r s , c o m i n g to c o m m a n d the t o w n , b rough t their 
ma jo rs w h o f inal ly put s o m e order in the serv ice , approx ima te ly as should 
be in a t o w n w h e n the e n e m y in nearby . 

On the night of the 1 5 , h to the 1 6 l h the e n e m y th rew severa l carcasses, 
o n e of wh i ch s tar ted a f ire that w a s p rompt ly ex t i ngu ished . 

On the 1 6 t h and 17 l h t he Eng l i sh w e r e seen to w i t hd raw part of the artillery 
they had b rough t up to the Fal ls , but it w a s not poss ib le to see if this 
w a s d o n e in o rder to p lace it e l s e w h e r e or to re load it on to the ships-
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They we re a lso though t to be s e e n car ry ing out the s a m e m a n o e u v r e 
at Pointe Levi w h e r e they we re loading heavy p ieces aboa rd their sh ips. 

During that t ime it w a s lea rned f rom deser te rs that every day the Engl ish 
sent a d e t a c h m e n t of 600 m e n f r o m the c a m p at the Fal ls to pick peas 
in the f ie lds. A p lan w a s m a d e to surpr ise these par t ies, wh i ch cou ld easi ly 
have b e e n done , but the s a v a g e s a lways c a u s e d the fa i lure of our ven tu re , 
either by re fus ing to march or by expos ing themse lves too soon or too 

I late. T h e s e mis fo r tunes c a m e f rom the sp i te fu lness of the in terpreters , 
and the of f icers a t tached to the savages , w h o cou ld not to lerate the zeal 
and regular i ty M. Répen t igny , w h o c o m m a n d e d the ou tpos ts near the 
woods, s h o w e d in hav ing t hem per fo rm their dut ies . Moreover , t hese 
officers, coa rse by na ture , resemb l ing the s a v a g e s in character , w h o s e 
manners a n d c u s t o m s they fo l low, w a n t e d not on ly to be i ndependen t but 
even to b e c o m e impor tant , by inspir ing the s a v a g e s w i th their o w n fee l ings. 
They told wha teve r they w a n t e d to t hem s ince they we re the only ones 
who cou ld unde rs tand and exp la in their l anguage . 

August 20 to August 25 

The Engl ish d e t a c h m e n t wh i ch m a d e its descen t at D e s c h a m b a u l t bu rned 
all the e q u i p m e n t of w h i c h w e have s p o k e n after hav ing p i l laged part 
of it; ki l led s o m e o n e hund red catt le a n d r e - e m b a r k e d long be fo re our 
troops wh ich h a d b e e n d i spa tched the re a r r i ved . 

On the 2 4 , h t hey t h rea tened to m a k e ano the r d e s c e n t in the s a m e p lace, 
but M. de Bouga inv i l l e , w h o w a s respons ib le for gua rd ing t hese shores , 
judged that it w a s a ruse to d r a w h im there so that they might m a k e another 
descent at Po in te aux T r e m b l e s dur ing his a b s e n c e and set f i re to the 
whole p lace. M. d e Bouga inv i l l e c o n t e n t e d h imsel f w i th d iv id ing his t roops 
into di f ferent par t ies wh ich he sp read a long the coas t in the most a d v a n ­
tageous p laces b e c a u s e of w h i c h the e n e m y , a l though six t imes super ior 
in number , d a r e d d o no th ing . 

It was not iced that du r ing t h e s e descen t s the Eng l ish lost m o r e than 3 0 0 
men and that w e only lost th ree or four ; w h i c h can be at t r ibuted in part 
to the d r u n k e n s ta te of mos t of the Eng l i sh 2 9 and in part to the initial 
fire by wh ich they w e r e a lways t aken by surpr ise . 

Some d iv is ions of the convoy over w h i c h there w a s so m u c h anx ie ty and 
which it w o u l d have been very easy for the Eng l ish to in tercept and 
destroy, h a d they un for tunate ly b e e n a le r ted , a r r ived dur ing this per iod . 

On the 2 3 r d a n d 2 4 * they set f i re to all the houses b e y o n d the Fal ls ; 
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at t he s a m e t ime they ravaged the sou th sho re oppos i te Po in te aux 

T r e m b l e s in a s imi lar way . 

O n the 2 4 ' h t he re w a s a shor t cease- f i re du r ing wh ich w e sen t back the 

persona l e f fects of t he Eng l i sh cap ta in w h o had d ied of his w o u n d s on the 

14m — these w e r e prec ise ly l is ted in the repor t wh i ch had b e e n made of 

t he affair, a l ong w i th the s u m of twen ty p o u n d s s ter l ing des t i ned by the 

genera l to r ewa rd the so ld ier w h o had s a v e d the cap ta in f rom the savages, 

but w h i c h had not been used a n d w a s be ing re tu rned in the s a m e coin. 

A n O u t a o u a i s s a v a g e , m a d e pr isoner dur ing the e n g a g e m e n t of July 

3 1 s t , had been b rough t aboa rd a large vesse l a n d w a s kept cha ined and 

g u a r d e d by four m e n ; o n e n ight wh i le the sent r ies w e r e as l eep he man­

aged to f ree h imse l f f r om part of h is i rons a n d j u m p e d t h rough a porthole 

into the water , a b a n d o n i n g h imsel f t o t he cur rent . T h e Eng l i sh fired a 

n u m b e r of sho ts at r a n d o m into the water , but the s a v a g e r e a c h e d shore 

safe ly at s o m e d i s tance f rom the re a n d re jo ined ou r a rmy . He reported 

that the Eng l ish h a d in tended to g ive h im to their k ing. 

T h e Point Levi bat ter ies con t i nued their rather regu lar f i re on the town but 

their c a n n o n w e r e m o r e n u m e r o u s a n d they no longer f i red as many 

b o m b s . 

At t he Fal ls t he e n e m y n o w on ly rare ly f i red its c a n n o n . 

A long t ime be fo re , M. de Vauc la in , cap ta in of the k ing 's f r igate and 

c o m m a n d e r of t he roads , w h o had r e m a i n e d in t he t o w n to c o m m a n d all 

s e a m e n in t he se rv ice of t he p lace, had rece ived o rde rs to re jo in his vessel, 

w h i c h had g o n e up t owa rds T ro i s -R iv iè res , as s o o n as the Eng l ish ships 

had fo rced their w a y past t he t o w n , for fear they migh t a t tack our ships. 

Hard ly h a d M. de Vauc la in 3 0 a r r ived on the spot t han he sen t a plan to 

the G o v e r n o r Genera l ask ing for f ive or six hund red m e n a n d promising 

w i th the k ing 's t w o f r iga tes to take the Eng l ish wa rsh ip by board ing . 

Howeve r , e i ther b e c a u s e it w a s d e c i d e d not to u n m a n the batter ies of 

the T o w n at that m o m e n t or no o n e w a n t e d to be respons ib le for the two 

f r iga tes if t hey shou ld y ie ld in the a t tack , a dea f ear w a s tu rned to the plan. 

S ieur Cade t , supp ly of f icer, f i l led w i th e n t h u s i a s m by th is idea, dur ing an 

exped i t i on he m a d e in t he a rea to ga ther f o o d , o f fe red to car ry out the 

p lan w i th the f r igates be long ing to h im , under S ieur C a n o n , commander 

of h is f leet. His offer w a s a c c e p t e d . C o n s e q u e n t l y o n the 2 6 t h 4 5 0 seamen 

w e r e w i t h d r a w n f rom all the bat ter ies of the p lace , w h o m he himself 

r ev iewed a n d w h o left by boa t dur ing the n ight to boa rd the fr igates. 
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During the night of the 2 7 t h to 2 8 l h , w h e n the t ide w a s r is ing, a little squal l 
blew up f rom the nor theas t wh i ch hard ly lasted two hours , f r om w h i c h 
the Engl ish prof i ted to s l ip a b o v e the T o w n a f r igate wi th 30 c a n n o n , 
a trysail w i th 14, and th ree o ther smal l t ranspor ts . In pass ing they we re 
under the f ire of the T o w n but it s e e m s they w e r e little i nconven ienced 
and that the d a r k n e s s p ro tec ted t h e m . 

Because of t hese re in fo rcements , t he Eng l ish f o u n d t h e m s e l v e s w i th 
twelve vesse l s of vary ing s izes in the r iver a b o v e Q u é b e c , t he largest 
of wh ich w a s m o u n t e d w i th sixty c a n n o n . 

Hearing the s o u n d s of th is m o v e m e n t , a c o m p a n y of g renad ie rs , th ree 
pickets a n d s o m e t roops f rom the co lony w e r e d i spa tched f rom the B e a u ­
port c a m p to go to Pointe aux T r e m b l e s a n d other p laces w h e r e the Engl ish 
might at tack. 

%• 17 Shot bar (French?) found in a cellar in Place Royale. Used to break the 
masts and cordage of ships. 
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Th is m o v e m e n t w a s all t he m o r e surpr is ing s ince an Eng l i sh sergeant, 
w h o had d e s e r t e d f r o m the Fal ls, repor ted w i th a n air of s incer i ty that 
that very n ight they w e r e to s e n d d o w n all the vesse l s they had above 
Q u é b e c . 

S i nce th is is not the f irst t ime that deser te rs repor ted th ings contrary 
t o even ts , it is p r o b a b l e that the Eng l i sh gene ra l s , m o r e secre t i ve in their 
de l ibe ra t ions t han w e are , s p r e a d rumours a m o n g their t roops wh ich were 
con t ra ry to t he m o v e m e n t s they in tended to m a k e , a n d w h i c h d u p e d us 
m o r e t h a n o n c e . 

At t he s a m e t ime it w a s no t i ced that the b o m b s they f i red on the T o w n were 
m u c h less f requen t , bu t that t he f i re f r o m thei r c a n n o n a l w a y s continued 
w i th the s a m e an imos i t y . 

O n the n ight of the p a s s a g e of the Eng l i sh vesse l s , the re w e r e some 
twen ty m e n w o u n d e d on our s ide , s o m e of t h e m very s l ight ly , not by 
e n e m y f i re but t h rough c a r e l e s s n e s s in load ing ou r w e a p o n s . 

Tha t s a m e night , e v e n be fo re w e k n e w the e n e m y ' s p lan , M. de Vaudreuil 
sen t a m e s s e n g e r to br ing back the 4 5 0 s e a m e n , fea r ing that t he English 
w o u l d moo r f ive or s ix vesse l s to f i re o n the T o w n . 

T h e m e s s e n g e r a r r i ved at our f r iga tes jus t at the m o m e n t all w a s ready 
to car ry out t he s u g g e s t e d p lan a n d the sh ips w e r e p repar ing to go down 
the R iche l ieu w i th a f avou rab le w i n d , a n d the s e a m e n felt s u c c e s s was 
cer ta in . U p o n rece ip t of t he let ters f r om the G o v e r n o r Gene ra l it was 
necessa ry to des is t , re turn the s e a m e n to the T o w n , a n d never was 
d iscon ten t as great as the i rs , t o s e e t h e m s e l v e s chea ted of a sure 
oppor tun i t y for d i s t ingu ish ing and enr i ch ing t hemse l ves . 

O n the even ing of the 2 9 * it w a s repor ted that Eng l ish vesse ls were 
m a s s e d b e t w e e n C a p - R o u g e a n d Sa in t A u g u s t i n , a l ong th ree leagues of 
the river. At the s a m e t ime it w a s a lso lea rned that a co rps of 1200 to 
1500 E n g l i s h m e n w a s leav ing Point Lev i to g o up the s a m e s ide as far 
as the i r vesse ls . 

T h e d i scon ten t of M. d e Vauc la in , w h o h a d d i s t i ngu ished h imsel f the 
p rev ious year at t he s iege of L o u i s b o u r g a n d w h o m the cour t recom­
m e n d e d be e m p l o y e d , a n d that , o n all o ccas i ons , canno t go unment ioned 
here . Th i s off icer, a m a n of mer i t , f o rmu la ted severa l p lans , but doubtless, 
not hav ing the g o o d fo r tune to p lease cer ta in cour t ie rs , he experienced 
the chagr in of see ing his p lans car r ied out by o the rs w h o lacked strength 
of charac te r , a n d in c o n t e m p t of h is rank. S u c h w a s the lot of the fire-
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ship exped i t i on wh ich he shou ld have c o m m a n d e d by v i r tue of his rank, 
and such w a s the p lan for th is latter exped i t i on in w h i c h the k ing 's f r igates 
should have had p r e c e d e n c e over t h o s e of the supp ly off icer, if the 
intent ion had not pe rhaps been to pro tect t hese f rom any h a p p e n s t a n c e 
by hav ing the k ing pay for t h e m , shou ld they per ish in the at tack. 

In order to g ive an air of de fe rence to cour t o rde rs , th is off icer w a s 
made inspec tor of t he T o w n ' s bat ter ies , a use less , sense less task to w h i c h 
no real author i ty w a s a t tached and w h i c h he pe r f o rmed for no more than 
two w e e k s , hav ing rece i ved o rde rs to see to the p reserva t ion of the k ing 's 
fr igates as s o o n as the Eng l i sh had sa i led a fu l l y -a rmed vesse l above 
Québec. 

September 1 to September 5 

On the n ight of the 3 1 s t to S e p t e m b e r 1 s t , an Eng l ish f r igate a n d four o ther 
small sh ips aga in w e n t up a b o v e the T o w n in sp i te of f i re f r o m all the 
batter ies, so that t he Eng l i sh had 17 vesse ls a b o v e Q u é b e c , o n e w i th 
two decks , t w o f r iga tes and the rema inder , sma l l t ranspor ta t ion vesse ls , 
several of w h i c h , h o w e v e r had a f ew c a n n o n . 

On the first of S e p t e m b e r w e s a w m u c h m o v e m e n t in the Eng l ish c a m p 
at the Fal ls ; it w a s no t i ced that they w e r e e m b a r k i n g their art i l lery, their 
baggage, and that part of their a r m y w a s evacua t ing to go back to Point 
Levi. 

They con t i nued th is on the 2 n d and that n ight se t f i re to the b reas twork 
of their bat tery a n d part of their e n t r e n c h m e n t s ; so that on the fo l lowing 
day there s e e m e d to be but a sma l l n u m b e r of sent r ies there , jus t to 
occupy the post w h i c h still r e m a i n e d for t i f ied on the w o o d s s ide. 

Each n ight they con t i nued burn ing the houses on the Is land, on bo th nor th 
and sou th sho res . 

Since the m o v e m e n t s of t he Eng l ish w e r e not m a d e for a retreat , but t o 
look for pos ts e l s e w h e r e a n d m a k e a descen t , or pe rhaps as a ruse to 
make us a b a n d o n our inv inc ib le pos i t ion , w e t r ied to be on our gua rd 
everywhere . Seve ra l d e t a c h m e n t s w e r e sen t f rom the Beaupor t c a m p to 
Pointe aux T r e m b l e s ; sma l l pos ts w e r e set up in all the mos t a d v a n t a g e o u s 
Places, f rom Q u é b e c as far up as the vesse l s cou ld go ; sma l l t empora ry 
camps w e r e m a d e to fo l low all the m o v e m e n t s of the sh ips , that is, to 
90 up or d o w n as they d id a n d to be ready to repu lse a descen t if they 
should try o n e . 
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T h e y t r ied severa l t imes to s e n d par t ies asho re , but w e r e a lways repel led 
by a few m e n in a m b u s h . 

Let ters f r o m up the r iver o n S e p t e m b e r 1 s t led to t he belief that there 
w a s no reason to wor ry a b o u t the Lake On ta r io s ide. 

T h e Eng l i sh t roops w h i c h had taken N i a g a r a had no in tent ion of going 
back to Mon t rea l , and M. le cheva l ie r de Lev i , after hav ing establ ished 
t w o pos ts o n the r iver at t he p lace ca l led the Rap ides , sen t mos t of the 
peop le into the f ie lds for the harves t and o rders w e r e g i ven to cut the 
corn a s s o o n as it w a s ready s ince th is w a s the only resou rce w h i c h could 
save the count ry . 

M. de Lev i w e n t f r om the re to jo in M. d e B o u r g l a m a r q u e at Isle a u x Noix, 
t he p lace for w h i c h there w a s the mos t c o n c e r n . 

Le t te rs f r om that p lace , at t he s a m e t ime , i n fo rmed us that the commande r 
h a d had w o r k d o n e o n the e n t r e n c h m e n t on that is land so successful ly 
that the re d id not s e e m to be any th ing to fear f r om an e n e m y at tack both 
b e c a u s e of t he w o r k s on the is land a n d on the m a i n l a n d o n bo th sides, 
and b e c a u s e of t he x e b e c s w h i c h he had had p laced in the two channels , 
w h i c h f o r m e d a l ine of art i l lery ent i re ly c los ing off t he r iver at that point 
a n d shut t ing off the en t rance to Lake C h a m p l a i n . Bo th s ides of the 
m a i n l a n d w e r e s w a m p y a n d c o v e r e d w i th th ick w o o d s , r e m o v i n g any 
fear that they m igh t be t aken o n the s ides or f r om the rear. 

T h e n e w s w e rece ived f r o m there of Gene ra l A m h e r s t led us to think 
he w o u l d restr ict his c a m p a i g n to Car i l lon a n d Fort F reder ick , w h e r e he had 
se t m e n to wo rk bu i ld ing n e w for ts wh i le his unde r tak ings , to put a 
navy on the lake, w e r e p rog ress ing very s lowly . 

A t that t ime Q u é b e c a n d the a r m y d e f e n d i n g it w e r e in a mos t critical 
pos i t ion . Ra t ions had b e e n reduced to th ree quar te rs of a loaf of bread 
a long w i th a litt le b randy . Desp i te th is e c o n o m y the re d id not s e e m to be 
e n o u g h f o o d to last unt i l S e p t e m b e r 20 th. T h e only resou rce w a s the new 
corn w h i c h w a s a l ready r ipen ing e v e r y w h e r e , a n d w a s s o a b u n d a n t that 
t he part of t he co iony w h i c h w a s sa fe f r om the Eng l ish cou ld rep lace what 
they c a u s e d the coun t ry to lose in a reas of w h i c h they w e r e masters 
a n d f rom w h i c h no harves t cou ld be e x p e c t e d . But t he e n e m y was 
success fu l in cut t ing all c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n Q u é b e c a n d the country 
up the river, it w o u l d be necessa ry to res ign onese l f to los ing all the 
f ru i ts of a t h r e e - m o n t h c a m p a i g n , in w h i c h the e n e m y h a d been unab le to 
ga in any a d v a n t a g e w i th such large nava l and land fo rces . 
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On the 3 r d the Eng l ish comp le te l y evacua ted the Fal ls ; our cannon caused 
them s o m e d a m a g e du r i ng the i r emba rca t i on , j udg ing f r o m the débr i s 
of severa l ba rges s e e n later and f rom severa l c a s k s of salt meat a b a n ­
doned o n the sho re . S i nce they feared that s o m e French d e t a c h m e n t 
wou ld fall upon their rear gua rd dur ing embarca t i on , they used a ruse to 
prevent th is ; they p laced be fo re their sh ips fac ing the T o w n , 60 or 80 
barges as t h o u g h to sugges t they w a n t e d to at tack f rom that s ide, or on 
the r ight of our c a m p , a n d the ba rges hove to unti l e ve ryone had w i thd rawn 
f rom the fal ls. 

On the 2 n d t he Eng l i sh gene ra l h a d though t of ano ther ruse , w h i c h w a s 
unsuccess fu l . At the Fal ls, a round n o o n , he had eve ryone e m b a r k except ­
ing s o m e sent r ies w h o did not s e e m n u m e r o u s and we re left to o c c u p y 
the post . Never doub t i ng but that t he fo l low ing day at d a w n the F rench 
would c o m e to take this g u a r d , he had 2 0 0 0 m e n return at n ight fa l l , s o m e 
of w h o m lay p rone on the g round beh ind the en t renchmen ts and s o m e of 
w h o m hid in a m b u s h in the w o o d s . 

These m o v e m e n t s w e r e not car r ied out in such secrecy that M. de Mont ­
calm cou ld not s e e s o m e t h i n g w h i c h m a d e h im s u s p e c t a t rap and he 
a t tempted no th ing . T h e Eng l ish r e m a i n e d in a m b u s h thus unti l 9 o 'c lock 
in the morn ing , w h e n they c a m e ou t of h id ing, a n d it w a s a c k n o w l e d g e d 
that M. de M o n t c a l m had been right. 

On the 4 t h t he e n e m y w a s s e e n to be near ly r e a s s e m b l e d at Po in t Lev i 
f rom w h e r e they sen t severa l d e t a c h m e n t s on the s a m e day a long the 
shores be low Q u é b e c to set f i re to all the houses . 

In the a f te rnoon of the s a m e day , they a p p e a r e d beh ind their ba t te ry at 
point Lev i in t h ree co rps , l ined up for bat t le a n d they m a r c h e d f rom the re 
to the River E t chem ins * w h e r e they put up s o m e tents as t hough to 
suggest they w e r e go ing to c a m p the re ; but dur ing the n ight they took 
down the tents a n d boa rded their vesse l s ancho red ac ross the way . 
Because of t he d a r k n e s s , it w a s not poss ib le to tel l whe the r e v e r y o n e s e e n 
there had e m b a r k e d or whe the r s o m e had re tu rned to their c a m p at Point 
Levi. It w a s not iced s imply that on the 3 r d and 4 t h they f i red more heavi ly 
on the T o w n than usua l . 

These m o v e m e n t s by the e n e m y c h a n g e d litt le in t he d ispos i t i ons f irst 
made by M. le marqu i s de M o n t c a l m . He still felt that the Beaupor t a rea 

'It can be assumed that it was indeed the Etchemins River. The letters "Et", which could 
not be deciphered in the manuscript, have been added. 
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w a s the impor tan t o n e to g u a r d a n d cou ld not ho ld a pos i t ion whe re the 
e n e m y cou ld m o r e success fu l l y ar r ive to conque r the t o w n . 

S i nce the a r m y w a s no longer as t i red b e c a u s e of the p resence of the 
Eng l i sh , he set up four smal l c a m p s b e t w e e n the M o n t m o r e n c y Fal ls and 
the River S t -Char les . He g a v e o rde rs tha t t he e n t r e n c h m e n t s be repaired, 
and s ince the s lopes of Q u é b e c cou ld be th rea tened by an e n e m y disem­
barka t ion , he re in forced the d e t a c h m e n t c o m m a n d e d by M. de Bougain­
vi l le wi th va r ious o the rs , a n d inc reased it to more t han 3 0 0 0 m e n . 

September 5 to September 10 

O n the 5 t h the Eng l ish r e m a i n e d quiet ly a b o a r d their sh ips , threatening 
to d e s c e n d first at o n e p lace , t hen at another . 

T h e y car r ied out the s a m e m a n o e u v r e o n the 6 t h . In the a f te rnoon one of 
their b ig d e c k e d boa ts p a s s e d in f ront of t he t o w n 3 1 w i thou t be ing hit, 
in sp i te of all the sho ts f i red at her; at the s a m e t ime a cons iderable 
d e t a c h m e n t w a s seen to leave the c a m p at Levi a n d boa rd the sh ips into 
wh ich the Eng l ish had a l ready pou red so m a n y t roops two d a y s before. 

Af ter the Eng l i sh left the Fal ls the C a n a d i a n s has tened the re to see the 
d a m a g e they had done . It w a s con f i ned to all their h o u s e s w h i c h had only 
been b u r n e d , all the fruit t rees cut d o w n ; the c h u r c h had b e e n spared 
and the corn f ie lds had not b e e n d a m a g e d . 

At the c a m p , or in that a rea , they f ound s o m e fifty ho rses browsing 
peacefu l ly ; but s o m e beef w a s f ound e i ther b e c a u s e they had not been 
ab le to eat it or their in tent ion w a s to des t roy any th ing in the w a y of cattle, 
large or sma l l , w h e n they w e r e unab le to t ranspor t it to the Is land of Orleans 
w h e r e two or th ree i m m e n s e he rds had b e e n s e e n wh ich w e r e judged 
to n u m b e r over 7 ,000 to 8 ,000 h e a d , a l though they ate at wi l l dai ly , showing 
the u s e l e s s n e s s of hav ing had to eat ho rse m e a t 3 2 the two p rev ious years, 
excep t to i nc rease the fo r tunes of t hose w h o m o n o p o l i z e d every th ing. 

O n the night of the 7 l h to the 8 t h w i th a favo rab le nor theas t w i n d , they 
h a d f ive m o r e vesse l s pass , inc lud ing o n e f r igate and four o ther trans­
por ta t ion sh ips , w h i c h mean t they had a f leet of m o r e t han twen ty ships 
a b o v e Q u é b e c . Th is c a u s e d m u c h anx ie ty s ince w e d id no t know their 
p lans , whe the r they w a n t e d to ravage the s h o r e s or cut off commun ica t ion , 
the s e a s o n s e e m i n g too a d v a n c e d to set up an es tab l i shmen t and since 
they s e e m e d to have g iven up the idea of tak ing the p l a c e 3 3 . 

Here the journal ends, and at the foot is the following note written 
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Fi9- 18 Place d'Armes after the fall of the town. Drawing by Richard Short. 
To the left, the church of the Récollets; to the right, the Cathedral; in the background 
outlined against the sky, the spire of the Jesuit chapel. Certain houses on Ste. 
Anne Street still exist. 
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in the same hand as that which made the few remarks in English in 
the margins of the journal: 

" T h e P lace w a s neve r the less taken . G e n . W o l f e brot M o n t c a l m to Action 
on the he igh ts of A b r a h a m a b o v e the T o w n on the 1 3 t h Sep t . when he 
and the F rench G e n . fel l and the P lace w a s t a k e n by G e n . Townshend . " 
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APPENDIX — Memorial of Lieutenant de Vitré 

Copy. 

Memorial of Lt John Denis de Vitré to the Rt Honbie Wm Pitt 

Original petition in the possession of John Rose, Esq r . No. 2 New-Inn London. 

16 July 1831. 

(Signed) J. LEE, 
This copy was made by his consent. 

To T h e Right H o n o r a b l e Wi l l i am Pitt 
Chancel lor of H is Ma jes ty ' s Excheque r etc. 

The M e m o r i a l of J o h n Den i s de Vi t re a L ieu tenan t of His Ma jes ty ' s Roya l 
Navy of Grea t Br i ta in etc. 

Most H u m b l y S h e w e t h 

That You r Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther (Ma t thew T h e o d o s i u s Den is de Vitré Esq.) 
was born in C a n a d a of a Fami ly enob led in 1663 by Louis the 1 4 t h of 
France for Mi l i tary fea ts a n d other Deser ts . Tha t Your Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther 
from his c o n d u c t a n d mer i t as a Nava l Off icer ob ta ined in the Yea r 1759 
(when at an ear ly pe r iod of l ife) the C o m m a n d of a F rench 32 G u n 
Ship ca l led Le R e n o m m i e w i th the t rust of ano ther l oaden w i th T r o o p s a n d 
warl ike s to res f rom F rance to Q u e b e c . S o o n after put t ing to sea Your 
Memor ia l is t 's fa ther had the fate to fall in wi th two Eng l ish sh ips of the L ine, 
the Roches te r a n d S o m e r s e t . O v e r p o w e r e d by a fo rce so super io r he w a s 
obl iged to su r render , bu t o b t a i n e d the admi ra t i on a n d e s t e e m of all w h o 
wi tnessed the ab le m a n o e u v r e s he d i sp layed by w h i c h he a f fec ted the 
escape of h is convoy . He w a s b rough t to Eng land and sent to A les fo rd 
in H a m p s h i r e a pr isoner on paro le . S o o n after L ieu tenan t B a t e m a n of His 
Britannic Ma jes t y ' s N a v y w a i t e d o n Y o u r Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther w i th o rde rs 
which he d id not exp la in but fo rced h im into a post cha ise a n d d rove to 
Por tsmouth w h e r e he w a s immed ia te l y put o n board the Admi ra l ' s Sh ip 
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of the Fleet des t i ned for the C o n q u e s t of C a n a d a . 

Tha t Sir Cha r l es S a u n d e r s the Adm i ra l and C o m m a n d e r in Ch ie f 2 no 
soone r c a m e o n b o a r d t han he des i red G e n e r a l W o l f e a n d s o m e other 
Of f icers w h o s p o k e g o o d French to m a k e eve ry a s s u r a n c e to Your Memo­
rial ist 's fa ther of the h igh op in ion en te r ta ined of his charac te r and 
p ro fess iona l abi l i t ies by Y o u r Honor ' s late Wor thy fa ther the Earl of 
C h a t h a m 3 a n d that f r om the per fect k n o w l e d g e w h i c h Your Memor ia l is t s 
fa ther had of the s o u n d i n g s in the River St. L a w r e n c e it w a s hoped by 
G o v e r n m e n t he w o u l d g ive that ass i s tance to the Br i t ish Fleet w h i c h so 
per i lous an exped i t i on natura l ly requ i red . 

T h e y a lso in fo rmed h im that all h o p e s he might sus ta in e i ther in France 
or C a n a d a w o u l d be amp ly c o m p e n s a t e d toge ther w i th the e x p e n s e s that 
a c c r u e d f rom the migra t ion of his w i fe a n d fami ly to Eng land wi th the 
add i t ion of a h a n d s o m e prov is ion af ter their arr iva l . T h e impress ion on 
the m ind of You r Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther o c c a s i o n e d by such a commun ica­
t ion w a s agon i z i ng in the e x t r e m e and after re jec t ing the p roposa l he 
w a s a lmos t immed ia te ly i n fo rmed the o rde rs of t he Minis t ry w e r e such that 
if gen t le m e t h o d s w o u l d not induce h im to acqu iesce the mos t coercive 
w o u l d be put in prac t ice and the shor t interval of an hour a l l owed for his 
de te rm ina t i on . T h e s e th rea ts w e r e fo l l owed by p repara t ions for the most 
i gnomin ious dea th w i thout shak i ng that intrepidi ty a n d hero ic v i r tue Your 
Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther w a s so eminen t l y d i s t ingu ished for. T h e p resent Mar­
qu is T o w n s e n d , then Br igad ier Genera l in the exped i t i on , e n d e a v o u r e d to 
m a k e your Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther ref lect o n the s i tuat ion he w a s in and the 
d read fu l af f l ict ion that w o u l d a t tach to h is fami ly w e r e he to fall a victim 
to his o b s t i n a c y 4 . T h e s e ideas by a w a k e n i n g his sensa t i ons to all he held 
d e a r in l i fe, w a s touch ing the only str ing c a p a b l e of v ibra t ing on his feelings. 
Re ly ing on the so lemn a s s u r a n c e s of Gene ra l W o l f e , Lo rd T o w n s e n d , and 
the p resen t Sir J o h n Jarv is , t hen L ieu tenan t o n boa rd the Admi ra l ' s ship, 
You r Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther c o m p l i e d . 

Tha t by the abi l i t ies of Your Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther in th is Expedi t ion the 
Br i t ish f leet w e r e rescued f rom the mos t imminen t dange r on their entering 
the G u l p h and River St. L a w r e n c e and b rough t in per fect sa fe ty to Que-
beck . Th is has b e e n f requent ly a c k n o w l e d g e d by the h igh characters 
c o n c e r n e d in t he exped i t i on a n d great ly con t r i bu ted to subsequen t suc­
c e s s 5 . 

Tha t o n the arr iva l of You r Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther in Eng land (after this 
exped i t ion a n d his w i fe and fami ly hav ing c o m e over to h im f rom France) 
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he p resen ted to G o v e r n m e n t a s ta tement of his losses amoun t i ng to 
235 ,000 F rench L iv res (near ly 10 ,000 Ster l ing) . It w a s a n s w e r e d that due 
at tent ion shou ld be paid to his c la im and s o o n after a Pens ion o n the 
Admira l ty of £ 2 0 0 per a n n u m w a s g ran ted h im as a c o m p e n s a t i o n int i­
mat ing that for t he present no th ing bet ter cou ld be done . F rom this per iod 
to his d e a t h the s a m e a n s w e r s w e r e g i ven to his repea ted app l i ca t ions 
except an addi t iona l £50 per a n n u m p rocured h im by the human i t y of Lord 
T o w n s e n d . 

That in t h e year 1 7 7 5 Y o u r Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther d ied a v ic t im to his 
Sorrows leav ing beh ind h im a d i sconso la te W i d o w and Ch i ld ren unpro ­
vided for as the w h o l e of the pens ion or year ly S u m he en joyed w a s 
suspended at h is dea th a n d it w a s w i th great di f f iculty that Your M e m o ­
rialist's Mo the r ob ta ined a pens ion of £ 1 0 0 per a n n u m of t he Admi ra l t y 
for the suppor t of hersel f and her ch i ld ren. 

That after var ious inef fectual a t tempts m a d e by You r Memor ia l i s t ' s Mother 
for a fur ther a l l owance she wen t to F rance by the adv i ce of her f r iends 
there in t he year 1783 to ga in pro tec t ion in suppor t of her c la im. A few 
days after her arr ival in Par is an Eng l ish g e n t l e m a n then lately f rom L o n d o n 
called to in form her that h is Br i tann ic Ma jes ty ' s ( then) a m b a s s a d o r ( the 
late D u k e of Manches te r ) w i s h e d to see her. A d d i n g that the result of the 
interview w o u l d mos t probab ly render unnecessa ry the app l ica t ion she 
was abou t to m a k e at the Cour t of F rance a n d so the even t p roved . 
His G r a c e o n hear ing all t he c i r c u m s t a n c e s a t tend ing the s i tuat ion of You r 
Memor ia l is t 's Mother a n d w h a t had h a p p e n e d to her un for tunate husband 
appeared to be m u c h a f fec ted and to ld her he w a s ex t reme ly happy in 
having suf f ic ient reason to assu re her that Min is t ry w e r e so wel l inc l ined 
to se rve her tha t she migh t d e p e n d upon the add i t ion of £ 1 0 0 a year 
which s h e had sol ic i ted e i ther f r om the Admi ra l t y or s o m e other Depar t ­
ment a n d s t renuous ly r e c o m m e n d e d her immed ia te return to L o n d o n . 
This she c o m p l i e d w i th a n d ve ry s o o o n had the sat is fact ion to f ind it 
was g ran ted in the D e p a r t m e n t of Lord S idney and Evan N e p e a n Esq . 
agreeab le to the fo l low ing letter f r om her agen t Mr. J a m e s B o w m a n , 
(the da te is omi t ted) 

" M a d a m " 

"I w a s yes te rday w i th Mr. N e p e a n on your bus iness and he in fo rmed m e 
His Ma jes t y h a d o rde red h im to pay you £ 1 0 0 per a n n u m dur ing his 
p leasure that it c o m m e n c e d abou t two m o n t h s a g o and w o u l d be paid 
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every s ix m o n t h s . A l s o that no wa r ran t w a s necessa ry . I w o u l d have 
ca l led o n y o u a f te rwards but cou ld not get s o f a r — " 

I a m M a d a m 
Y o u r s etc. 
J a m e s B o w m a n 

Tha t You r Memor ia l i s t ' s M o t h e r rece ived the f irst half year ly p a y m e n t of 
th is pens ion in L o n d o n and then re tu rned to F rance . Her A g e n t remitted 
the s e c o n d p a y m e n t (wh ich c o m p l e a t e d the Y e a r 1784) to her in France. 
Tha t f r om that pe r iod no fur ther p a y m e n t s w e r e m a d e to her notwi ths tand­
ing repea ted app l i ca t ions m a d e for t he pu rpose . 

Tha t Y o u r Memor ia l i s t has s t rong g r o u n d s to be l ieve that h is Mother is 
n o w d e a d 6 . Tha t f rom t h e Serv i ces of his late Father to th is Country 
in the exped i t i on a b o v e a l luded to — the ha rdsh ips he u n d e r w e n t therein 
— the loss he sus ta ined of p roper ty of his o w n (es t imated at near £10,000 
Ster l ing) bes ides the loss of p roper ty his f r iends a n d re la t ions bequeathed 
f r o m h im o n accoun t of his en te r ing into the Se rv i ce of th is Coun t r y all 
bo re h e a v y o n Y o u r Memor ia l i s t ' s late fa ther a n d fami ly w h i c h fac ts Your 
Memor ia l i s t has now b e e n i nduced to lay be fo re y o u consc ious of your 
be ing ready to l is ten to t he d i s t resses of t h o s e w h o have Se rved or wish 
to S e r v e th is Coun t ry . 

Tha t Your Memor ia l i s t has h imse l f had the honou r to Se rve a n d is now 
Serv ing in t he Roya l N a v y of Grea t Br i ta in in the rank of L ieu tenan t and 
he b e g s leave to rep resen t to Y o u r Honou r the Se rv i ces he has been in 
s ince his en te r ing into the Navy . 

You r Memor ia l i s t en te red into the Se rv i ce in t he Yea r 1770 on boa rd the 
S o m e r s e t t hen c o m m a n d e d by his par t icu lar f r i end C ap ta i n Hughes 
(a f te rwards Sir E d w a r d H u g h e s ) . Tha t Your Memor ia l i s t S e r v e d under Sir 
E d w a r d H u g h e s in Ind ia w h e n C o m m o d o r e on that S ta t ion a n d af terwards 
under the C o m m a n d of Sir E d w a r d V e r n o n a n d aga in under the C o m m a n d 
of Sir E d w a r d H u g h e s ( then Admi ra l ) . 

Tha t You r Memor ia l i s t w h e n under t he last C o m m a n d a n d Serv i ce of 
Sir E d w a r d H u g h e s had the rank of L ieu tenan t a n d h o p e d to have been 
in a shor t t ime fu r ther p r o m o t e d had not he b e e n shor t ly af terwards 
un fo r tuna te ly t a k e n by a F rench f r iga te w h e n on a c ru ize a n d kept on 
boa rd the F rench f leet for four m o n t h s and then de l i ve red over to Tippo 
Sa ib w h e n he w i th o ther of f icers w a s kept in I rons for twen ty t w o months . 
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That Your Memor ia l i s t under th is con f i nemen t and imp r i sonmen t had his 
heal th m u c h impa i red a n d most p robab ly lost his p re fe rmen t after hav ing 
Se rved his K ing a n d Coun t r y u p w a r d s of t en yea rs . 

That Your Memor ia l i s t after his return to Eng land f ind ing his heal th s o m e ­
what recove red a n d still anx ious to be act ive in the Serv ice o f fe red h im­
self a n d w a s e m p l o y e d in the W e s t Indies under the C o m m a n d of C o m ­
modore G a r d e n e r w h e r e Your Memor ia l i s t had not been long till he w a s 
taken ill a n d after a tryal of u p w a r d s of twe lve m o n t h s and not recover ing 
he w a s inva l ided a n d adv i sed by the facu l ty that f r om his t r ea tmen t in 
India his hea l th w o u l d not admi t h im to be fur ther e m p l o y e d . 

Your Memor ia l i s t b e g s leave to refer You r Honor w i th respect to his late 
father 's c o n d u c t to the p resent Marqu i s T o w n s e n d , Sir J o h n Jarv is , a n d 
Sir H u g h Pal l iser w h o a m o n g s t o ther Of f icers n o w l iving w e r e w i t nesses to 
the c o n d u c t of You r Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther and to E v a n N e p e a n Esq , the 
present Sir Phi l ip S t e p h e n s , Lord Dorches te r , and m a n y d is t ingu ished 
pe rsonages w h o are per fect ly we l l acqua in ted w i th the case — wi th respec t 
to t he rank a n d fami ly of Y o u r Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther in F rance . You r 
Memor ia l is t begs leave to o b s e r v e to your Honor his a l l iance to the late 
Count d e V e r g e n n e s 7 w h o d ied Pr ime Min is ter . T h e Marqu is of Lo tb in ieres 
Knight of Sa in t Lou is and o n e of the mos t anc ien t fami l ies in C a n a d a , 
The C o u n t de Repen t i gny w h o s e father w a s G o v e r n o r of Senega l a n d 
Br igadier Gene ra l , T h e Cheva l ie r Den is d e B o n a v e n t u r e a Cap t a i n in His 
Most Chr is t ian Ma jes ty ' s N a v y e tc . 8 . 

Your Memor ia l i s t h o p e s Your Honor wil l be induced f rom the fac ts a b o v e 
stated to take the mat te r into cons ide ra t i on and th ink You r Memor ia l i s t 
has s o m e jus t c la im o n G o v e r n m e n t for the losses Your Memor ia l i s t ' s 
father a n d the fami ly sus ta ined . At least that he may be paid up the a r rears 
of his Mo the r ' s Annu i t y or Pens ion of £ 1 0 0 per a n n u m and have the s a m e 
cont inued to h im. B e g g i n g Your Honor to take into You r cons ide ra t ion not 
only the losses of You r Memor ia l i s t ' s fa ther wh i ch he s ta ted at near 
£10,000 Ster l ing but s ince that t ime the loss the fami ly have sus ta ined by 
being dep r i ved of a n inher i tance a m o u n t i n g to £8 ,000 by the dea th of a 
near re la t ion Mr. Den is d e St. S i m o n of Lou is iana , w h o w a s Cap ta in of a 
C o m p a n y of G renad ie r s in the Se rv i ce of His Mos t Chr is t ian Ma jes ty and 
who b e q u e a t h e d his fo r tune to a Bro ther Off icer not at all a l l ied to h im . 
By the s a m e cha in of m is fo r tunes they are now depr i ved of an es ta te in 
Canada w o r t h £ 6 0 0 a year t he proper ty of Y o u r Memor ia l i s t fa ther 's 
sister, w h o so ld it for an annu i ty to t he pre jud ice of his c h i l d r e n 9 . 
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Under t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s Your Memor ia l i s t h o p e s You r Honor will 
be p leased to c o n d e s c e n d to pay a t ten t ion to the reques t of You r Memo­
rialist. 

A n d as in Duty b o u n d wil l ever pray 

(S igned) J n . D E N I S d e V I T R É . 
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NOTES 

Siege of Québec in 1759 Narrative 
(1 ) A t t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e S e v e n Y e a r s ' W a r , F r a n c e s e n t 6 , 0 0 0 m e n a s r e i n f o r c e m e n t s 
to Q u é b e c . In 1 7 5 7 , a b o u t o n e h u n d r e d r e c r u i t s a r r i v e d , f o l l o w e d , in 1 7 5 8 , b y b e t w e e n 3 0 0 
and 4 0 0 p r i v a t e s . B e c a u s e of t h e l e n g t h a n d d i f f i c u l t y of t h e c r o s s i n g , a g r e a t n u m b e r o f 
these a r r i v e d s i c k in Q u é b e c . T h e G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l r e c e i v e d m o s t o f t h e s e u n h a p p y m e n . 
Desp i t e t h e t e n d e r c a r e o f t h e n u n s , a b o u t 6 0 0 m e n , s o l d i e r s a n d s e a m e n , d i e d b e t w e e n 
1756 a n d 1 7 5 8 in t h e G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l . 

(2) F r o m O r a n g e , n o w A l b a n y . R e f l e c t s i ts D u t c h b e g i n n i n g s . 

(3) T h e a u t h o r p a s s e s r a t h e r r a p i d l y t o t h e c r u c i a l m o m e n t of t h e s i e g e , t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f t h e 
Eng l i sh b a t t e r i e s a t P o i n t L e v i . It w a s t h e r e t h a t t h e s y s t e m a t i c b o m b a r d m e n t of t h e c a p i t a l 
w o u l d b e g i n . It is a b o u t t h r e e q u a r t e r s o f a m i l e f r o m P o i n t L e v i t o t h e L o w e r T o w n . T h e 
Eng l i sh s e t u p b a t t e r i e s of 3 3 p i e c e s i n c l u d i n g 13 m o r t a r s of v a y i n g c a l i b r e . T h e c a n n o n c o u l d 
s e n d s h o t of u p t o 3 2 p o u n d s a n d t h e m o r t a r s c o u l d u s e b o m b s w i t h a m a x i m u m d i a m e t e r 
of 13 i n c h e s . B u t t h e n u n is m i s t a k e n a s t o t h e d a t e : t h e b o m b a r d m e n t b e g a n o n J u l y 1 2 , n o t 
on J u l y 2 4 . 

Cf. The Siege of Quebec, n o t e 1 8 . 

(4) T h e U p p e r T o w n w i t n e s s e d m u c h d e s t r u c t i o n d u r i n g t h e s i e g e : t h e C a t h e d r a l w a s d e m o l ­
i shed ; t h e J e s u i t ' s c h u r c h a n d t h e R e c o l l e t s ' c h u r c h w e r e s e r i o u s l y d a m a g e d . O n l y t h e 
U rsu l i ne C h a p e l e s c a p e d w i t h o u t t o o m u c h h a r m . T h e C h a t e a u S a i n t L o u i s , t h e B i s h o p ' s 
P a l a c e , t h e S e m i n a r y a n d t h e J e s u i t C o l l e g e r e m a i n e d s t a n d i n g b u t w e r e h e a v i l y d a m a g e d . 
Even t h e H o t e l D i e u s u f f e r e d g r e a t l y . 

(5) T h e G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l , n o w s i t u a t e d o n B o u l e v a r d L a n g e l i e r , h a d b e e n bu i l t s o m e w h a t 
b e y o n d t h e t o w n ( a b o u t 1 Yi m i l e s ) . T h e b u i l d i n g e s c a p e d b o m b a r d m e n t b y t h e E n g l i s h , 
r e m a i n i n g t o t h i s d a y o n e of t h e f i n e s t a n d b e s t p r e s e r v e d e x a m p l e s of t h e m o n u m e n t a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e o f t h e F r e n c h R é g i m e . T h e H o s p i t a l ' s o r i g i n s g o b a c k t o 1 6 9 2 , t h e y e a r M g r . 
de S a i n t - V a l l i e r b o u g h t t h e c h u r c h a n d m o n a s t e r y bu i l t b y t h e R e c o l l e t s b e t w e e n 1 6 7 1 a n d 
1680. 

(6) C a r c a s s e s : p r o j e c t i l e s f i l e d w i t h i n c a n d e s c e n t m a t e r i a l . T h e y w e r e p r o j e c t e d b y m o r t a r s to 
start f i r es . R e d - h o t s h o t : c a n n o n b a l l s p l a c e d in a f i r e un t i l r e d ho t . A l s o u s e d to s e t f i r e 
to t h e t o w n . 

(7) T h e L o w e r T o w n w a s e v e n m o r e s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d t h a n t h e U p p e r T o w n . It p o s s e s s e d 
very f i ne h o u s e s , t h e p r o p e r t y of i m p o r t a n t m e r c h a n t s . T h e L o w e r T o w n , u n d e r t h e F r e n c h 
R e g i m e , w a s t h e b u s i n e s s c e n t e r , w h i l e t h e U p p e r T o w n c o n s i s t e d m a i n l y of r e l i g i o u s a n d 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e b u i l d i n g s . T h e p u r p o s e o f t h e P l a c e R o y a l e r e s t o r a t i o n p r o j e c t is t o r e s t o r e t h e 
or ig inal s p e n d o r o f t h e s e L o w e r T o w n h o u s e s . 

(8) M o n t c a l m w a s c o n v i n c e d t h a t o n e g o o d b a t t l e c o u l d d e c i d e t h e f i na l v i c t o r y . 
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( 9 ) U p o n r e a d i n g t h e t h r e e a c c o u n t s , it a p p e a r s t h a t t h e E n g l i s h w e r e o n t h e p o i n t of giving 
u p Q u é b e c t h r o u g h f e a r o f a s e c o n d d e f e a t s u c h a s t h e o n e a t t h e M o n t m o r e n c y Fal ls and 
b e c a u s e of t h e a p p r o a c h of t h e c o l d s e a s o n . 

( 1 0 ) It w a s o n e C u g n e t w h o i n d i c a t e d t h e l a n d i n g s p o t a n d C a p t a i n D o n a l d M a c O o n a l d oi 
F r a s e r ' s H i g h l a n d e r s w h o , b e i n g f l u e n t in t h e F r e n c h l a n g u a g e , is s u p p o s e d t o h a v e used the 
p a s s w o r d w h i c h f o o l e d t h e s e n t r i e s . Cf . P i e r r e - G e o r g e R o y : La ville de Québec sous k 
régime français. V o l . I l , p p . 3 4 3 - 3 4 7 - 3 4 8 . 

( 1 1 ) T h i s o a t h o f a l l e g i a n c e , p o l i t i c a l a n d r e l i g i o u s in c h a r a c t e r , m e a n t a g r e a t d e a l t o t h e Engisl 
a t t h e t i m e . B u t , a c t u a l l y , it d o e s n o t s e e m t o h a v e b o t h e r e d t h e r e s i s t e r s in t h e l eas t . 

( 1 2 ) T h e n u n s n e v e r t h e l e s s h a d t o p a y t h e b i l l a n d o n e f e e l s t h e b i t t e r n e s s t o w a r d t h e French 
C o u r t w h i c h t u r n e d a d e a f e a r , 3 , 0 0 0 p o u n d s b e i n g q u i t e a l a r g e a m o u n t a t t h e t i m e . 

( 1 3 ) A g u n n e r w h o s e a r t i l l e r y b o a t h a d s u n k l i ke a s t o n e o f f C a p - R o u g e . I 

( 1 4 ) T h e E n g l i s h u s u a l l y s p a r e d t h e c h u r c h e s . W o l f e h a d a l r e a d y g i v e n a n o r d e r t o t h a t effeci 
It m a y b e r e c a l l e d h o w e v e r t h a t S t . J o a c h i m ' s w a s a l s o b u r n e d . 

( 1 5 ) T h e F r e n c h C o u r t , t h e n , h a d n o t y e t p a i d t h e c o s t s i n c u r r e d in c a r i n g f o r t h e soldiers o' 
b o t h c a m p s . W e r e t h e n u n s in d i s f a v o r f o r h a v i n g h e l p e d t h e E n g l i s h a s w e l l ? T h e i r loyally 
t o t h e F r e n c h c a u s e , h o w e v e r , w a s n e v e r q u e s t i o n e d . N o r is t h e s i t u a t i o n w i t h o u t paradoi 
s i n c e t h e E n g l i s h C o u r t w a s i tse l f p l e a d i n g t h e i r c a u s e . 

A Journal of the Expedition up the River St. Lawrence 
( 1 ) A d m i r a l D u r e l l w a s g u i d e d b y D e V i t r é w h o , o n c e a p r i s o n e r of t h e E n g l i s h , h a d betrayed 
h i s c o u n t r y . Memorial of Lieutenant John Denis de Vitré. 

( 2 ) T h e f i r e - s h i p s w e r e v e s s e l s t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o f l o a t i n g t o r c h e s w h i c h , i n t e l l i g e n t l y guided, 
c o u l d b e e x p e c t e d t o s e t f i r e t o t h e E n g l i s h v e s s e l s r i d i n g a t a n c h o r . A s b r i e f l y p o i n t e d oui 
in t h e J o u r n a l , t h e s e f i r e - s h i p s c a u s e d m u c h m o r e d a m a g e to t h e d r e a m s o f t h e i r creators 
t h a n t o t h e e n e m y f l ee t . 

(3 ) T h e J o u r n a l p u b l i s h e d b y F a u t e u x d e s c r i b e s o n e of t h e s e f l o a t i n g b a t t e r i e s in s o m e detail 
" 6 0 f e e t l o n g , 3 0 b r o a d a n d 7 a b o v e w a t e r : t h e y w o u l d d r a w a b o u t 2}i f e e t w i t h ar t i l lery on 
b o a r d . . . " A c c o r d i n g t o t h e s a m e s o u r c e , t h e F r e n c h h a d b a p t i z e d it L e D i a b l e , expec t i ng* 
t o c a u s e g r e a t h a v o c a m o n g t h e e n e m y . A s n o t e d in t h e J o u r n a l , t h e f a t e o f t h e batteries 
w a s n o h a p p i e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e f i r e - s h i p s . 

(4 ) T h r o u g h o u t t h e J o u r n a l , t h e a u t h o r s t r e s s e s t h e r ô l e p l a y e d b y t h e I n d i a n s f r o m many 
d i f f e r e n t t r i b e s , w h o s e e m t o h a v e i n s p i r e d g r e a t t e r r o r in h i m s e l f a n d h i s c o m p a n i o n s at arms, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y b e c a u s e o f t h e i r c u s t o m o f s c a l p i n g . 

( 5 ) F a g g o t s o f b r u s h w o o d , c y l i n d r i c a l in f o r m , u s e d t o p r o t e c t t h e b a t t e r i e s d u r i n g s ieges . 

(6 ) T h e d a t e of t h e f i r s t f i r e in t h e t o w n is p r e c i s e : J u l y 1 7 , a t n o o n . B u t t h e J o u r n a l brougN 
b a c k b y V i g e r p u t s it o n J u l y 1 6 . 

( 7 ) T o s p i k e a c a n n o n : t o d r i v e a s p i k e i n to t h e v e n t o f a c a n o n to r e n d e r it useless 
T h e c a n n o n u s e d s o l i d s h o t w h e r e a s t h e m o r t a r s g e n e r a l l y u s e d e x p l o s i v e bombs 
D u r i n g e x c a v a t i o n s a t P l a c e R o y a l e , a l a r g e n u m b e r of t h e s e p r o j e c t i l e s w e r e found 
O n e s t r a n g e d i s c o v e r y m a d e w a s a s h o t b a r , m a d e o f t w o b a l l s j o i n e d b y a c h a i n and 
u s e d to u n m a s t s h i p s . T h e p e r m a n e n t e x h i b i t i o n a t M a i s o n F o r n e l in P l a c e R o y * 
d i s p l a y s v a r i o u s s p e c i m e n s . 

(8 ) T h e a u t h o r h e r e a c k n o w l e d g e s t h e h e a v y l o s s e s i n f l i c t e d o n t h e E n g l i s h a t t h e M o n t m o r e r f l 
F a l l s , t h e r u d e s t e n g a g e m e n t b e f o r e t h e b a t t l e o f S e p t e m b e r 1 3 . H e c o n t r a d i c t s t h e wo«f 
o f t h e n u n f r o m t h e G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l , h o w e v e r , w h o s t a t e d t h a t t h e F r e n c h h a d b e e n lacking 
in d i s c i p l i n e . 
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Ï9) (a ) B a t t e r y : a l i ne of c a n n o n . T h e b a t t e r y is s o m e t i m e s in t h e f o r m o f a b a s t i o n l i ke t h e 

Roya l B a t t e r y 

b) R e d o u b t : a f o r t i f i c a t i o n ; a s o r t o f i s o l a t e d b a s t i o n . 

(c) B a s t i o n : a f o r t i f i c a t i o n m a k i n g a s a l l i a n t a n g l e ; p a r t of a f o r t i f i e d w h o l e . 

• 1 0 ) G e n e r a l A m h e r s t h a d t a k e n L o u i s b o u r g in 1 7 5 8 . In 1 7 5 9 h e t o o k C a r i l l o n ( T i c o n d e r o g a ) 

'Ind it w a s h e w h o f o r c e d V a u d r e u i l t o s u r r e n d e r a t M o n t r é a l i n S e p t e m b e r 1 7 6 0 . 

'11) C o n f i r m a t i o n of t h e n u n s n a r r a t i v e : t h e l a c k o f f o o d s u p p l i e s s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d t h e 

. a s i e g e d p e o p l e . 

Il2) T h e n a r r a t i v e b e c o m e s a l m o s t c y n i c a l : " h a n d s o m e h o u s e s . . . g o o d f a r m s . . " e v e r y t h i n g 

is d e s t r o y e d t o b r e a k Q u e b e c ' s r e s i s t a n c e . 

(13) S o t h e E n g l i s h t a k e to t h e s a m e p r a c t i c e a s t h e I n d i a n s t h e y w e r e d e n o u n c i n g . A n d 

it is the F r e n c h t h e y s c a l p ! T h e w a r , t h e n , b e c o m e s a so r t o f s e t t l e m e n t of a c c o u n t s . 

(14) T h e c h u r c h e s a r e s t r o n g p o i n t s f o r t h e t r o o p s ; t h e y a r e p r e s e r v e d . C f . t h e Narrative, n o t e 

14. 

(15) S l o o p : a s i n g l e - m a s t e d c o a s t a l v e s s e l . 

(16) T h i s h o w e v e r w a s n o t a p l a n n e d m a n o e u v r e . T h e b a d w e a t h e r a n d t h e o v e r l o a d e d b o a t s 

exp la in t h e r e e m b a r k i n g o f t h e t r o o p s . 

(17) N o m e n t i o n of C u g n e t ' s b e t r a y a l . Cf . t h e Narrative, n o t e 1 0 . 

(18) A n i m p o r t a n t r ô l e o f t h e a r t i l l e r y . 

Roya l h o w i t z e r s : a k i n d of m o r t a r u s e d b y t h e E n g l i s h a r t i l l e r y . A s in F r a n c e , t h e E n g l i s h 

art i l lery c o d e s w e r e u n d e r r o y a l j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

(19) B y p r a i s i n g h i s o w n c o m r a d e s t h e a u t h o r h o p e s to e r a s e t h e m e m o r y o f C u g n e t ' s b e t r a y a l . 

(20) Cf. t h e t a b l e o f l o s s e s a d d e d a t t h e e n d o f t h e J o u r n a l . 

« 2 1 ) T h e G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l . 

(22) T h i s is u n j u s t to V a u d r e u i l w h o d i d n o t f l e e l i ke a c o w a r d . 

(23) T h e a u t h o r is e x a g g e r a t i n g h e r e . T h e n u m b e r o f h o u s e s b u r n e d is e s t i m a t e d a t 1 8 0 . 

The Siege of Québec in 1759 
(1) A s m a l l i s l a n d i n t h e S t . L a w r e n c e , a b o u t 1 9 0 m i l e s f r o m Q u e b e c . F o r s t r a t e g i c r e a s o n s . 

W o l f e h a d n o t c o n c e n t r a t e d a l l t h e v e s s e l s of t h e f l ee t in t h e s a m e p l a c e . 

(2) A n o t h e r i s l a n d of t h e S t . L a w r e n c e , n e a r B i c , a b o u t 7 0 l e a g u e s f r o m Q u e b e c . 

(3) Fo r t h e L o w e r T o w n b a t t e r i e s , s e e n o t e 8 b e l o w . T h e U p p e r T o w n w a s p r i n c i p a l l y d e f e n d e d , 

on t h e r a m p a r t s , b y t h e B a t t e r i e d u C l e r g é w h i c h , in 1 7 5 5 , a c c o r d i n g to t h e C h e v a l i e r L e 

M e r c i e r ' s i n v e n t o r y , c o n s i s t e d o f 5 7 c a n n o n . It w a s r e i n f o r c e d b y 2 0 c a n n o n in a n t i c i p a t i o n 

of t he s i e g e o f 1 7 5 9 a n d a f t e r w a r d s c a l l e d t h e G r a n d e B a t t e r i e . Cf. M i c h e l G a u m o n d : (Artil­

lerie de Quebec i n Culture vivante, A u g u s t 1 9 6 9 , n o . 14 . T h e i n v e n t o r y d r a w n u p b y t h e E n g l i s h 

on S e p t e m b e r 1 8 , 1 7 5 9 i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e f o r t i f i c a t i o n s o f Q u é b e c c o n s i s t e d of 2 5 9 p i e c e s 

of e v e r y c a l i b e r . N o t e in p a s s i n g t ha t t h e c a n n o n of t h a t p e r i o d w e r e h i g h l y o r n a m e n t e d . 

The i r m a n u f a c t u r e , m o r e o v e r , w a s s u b j e c t t o r o y a l o r d i n a n c e . T h e s a m e a p p l i e s to E n g l i s h 

art i l lery. 

j ( 4 ) T h e T r a v e r s e : a t t h e n o r t h e r n e n d o f t h e I s l a n d of O r l e a n s a t t h e e n t r a n c e t o t h e c h a n n e l 

, | b e t w e e n , n e s o u t h s h o r e a n d t h e i s l a n d . A l t h o u g h t h e s p o t is w i d e e n o u g h t ( a b o u t 9 m i l e s ) 

I it is v e r y d i f f i cu l t t o n a v i g a t e b e c a u s e it i s fu l l of r o c k s , s a n d b a r s a n d s m a l l i s l a n d s . 
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(6 ) T h e s e a r e r a f t s , w h i c h , o n c e s e t o n f i re , w o u l d b u r n t h e E n g l i s h v e s s e l s . T h e i r r ô l e was 

s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f t h e f i r e - s h i p s . T h e i d e a is s u p p o s e d to h a v e o r i g i n a t e d w i t h C h a r l e s - F r a n ç o i s 

T a r i e u d e L a n a u d i è r e , M a d e l e i n e d e V e r c h è r e s ' s o n . 

( 7 ) T h i s s u p p l y o f f i c e r w a s J o s e p h - M i c h e l C a d e t ( 1 7 1 9 - 1 7 8 1 ) . H e w a s b o r n in t h e ma ison 

S a i n t - A m a n d o n S t . P i e r r e S t . n e a r P l a c e R o y a l e a n d l i v e d t h e r e unt i l 1 7 3 5 . J o s e p h - M i c h e l 

C a d e t w a s t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t b u t c h e r in Q u é b e c . A s B i g o t ' s c o n f i d e n c e m a n , h e w a s named 

g e n e r a l s u p p l y o f f i c e r f o r N e w F r a n c e in 1 7 5 0 , t h a t is , h e h a d to p r o v i d e t h e c o l o n y with 

e v e r y t h i n g t h e K i n g m i g h t n e e d . H e p r o f i t e d f r o m th i s p o s t to a c c u m u l a t e a h u g e for tune 

D u r i n g t h e s i e g e o f Q u é b e c in 1 7 5 9 , C a d e t m a d e a l a r g e p r o f i t f r o m t h e f i r e - s h i p s h e had 

e q u i p p e d , d r a w i n g 8 0 , 0 0 0 p o u n d s fo r e a c h o n e . I m p r i s o n e d in t h e B a s t i l l e in 1 7 6 1 , h e was 

c o n d e m n e d to r e p a y 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 p o u n d s . H e e x t r i c a t e d h i m s e l f f r o m t h e s i t u a t i o n w i t h o u t too 

m u c h d i f f i cu l t y . H e c o n t i n u e d t o s p e c u l a t e in F r a n c e b u t f i n a l l y l o s t a l l h e h a d . C a d e t owned 

s e v e r a l p r o p e r t i e s in N e w F r a n c e . T h e b e s t k n o w n w a s t h e h o u s e n a m e d a f te r h i m o n S t . Paul 

S t . in Q u é b e c , w h i c h w a s u n f o r t u n a t e l y d e s t r o y e d a f e w y e a r s a g o . 

(8 ) F o u r b a t t e r i e s c o n s t i t u t e d t h e L o w e r T o w n ' s p r i n c i p a l d e f e n c e : t h e B a t t e r i e S a i n t - C h a r l e s , 

t h e B a t t e r i e D a u p h i n e , t h e B a t t e r i e R o y a l e , a n d t h e B a t t e r i e d e la C o n s t r u c t i o n (sh ipyard) 

o r d e la R e i n e . T h e i r c a n n o n w e r e 3 6 , 2 4 , 1 8 , 1 2 o r 8 - p o u n d e r s . T h e a p p r o x i m a t e weight 

of t h e c a n n o n b a l l , is i ts c a l i b e r . T h e r e is a t a b l e w h i c h g i v e s t h e d i a m e t e r f o r a ba l l of a 

c e r t a i n c a l i b e r a n d t h e d i a m e t e r of t h e c a n n o n . T h e o r e t i c a l l y , t h e c a l i b e r g i v e s t h e c a n n o n s 

r a n g e : f o r e x a m p l e , a 2 4 - p o u n d e r h a s a r a n g e o f 2 2 5 0 f a t h o m s , a n d s o o n . T h e grea tes t 

c a l i b e r in t h e F r e n c h b a t t e r i e s a t Q u é b e c , t h e n , w a s 3 6 . In N o v e m b e r 1 7 5 5 , t h e Cheva l i e r 

L e M e r c i e r r e q u e s t e d 10 3 6 - p o u n d e r s f r o m F r a n c e fo r t h e b a t t e r y a t C a r e y . 

E x c a v a t i o n s a r e u n d e r w a y a t P l a c e R o y a l e to u n c o v e r t h e B a t t e r i e R o y a l e , a v e r y impor tan t 
e l e m e n t in t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f P l a c e R o y a l e . 

(9 ) It is r a t h e r s u r p r i s i n g t h a t t h e F r e n c h h a d n o t at t h a t t i m e m a s t e r e d t h i s t e c h n i q u e wh i ch 

t h e E n g l i s h u s e d e x t e n s i v e l y a g a i n s t Q u é b e c . Cf. t h e Narrative, n o t e 6 . 

( 1 0 ) C f . t h e Narrative, n o t e 8 . 

( 1 1 ) A l l u s i o n to t h e v e i l e d r i v a l r y s u p p o s e d t o h a v e e x i s t e d b e t w e e n V a u d r e u i l a n d M o n t c a l m . 

( 1 2 ) T h e E n g l i s h l a u g h e d at t h e s e m a c h i n e s i n v e n t e d b y t h e F r e n c h , b u t , in t he i r na r ra t i ves , 
t h e y c o n f e s s t h a t for a w h i l e t h e y w e r e t e r r i f i e d of t h e m . 

( 1 3 ) L ' A n s e - d e s - M è r e s is t h e l a n d d e p r e s s i o n in w h i c h N o t r e - D a m e d e la G a r d e c h u r c h is 

n o w s i t u a t e d . W o r k o n t h e po r t h a s c h a n g e d it c o n s i d e r a b l y a n d it c a n h a r d l y b e d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

t o d a y . It w a s s o c a l l e d in h o n o u r o f t h e U r s u l i n e s w h o o w n e d t h e l a n d . 

( 1 4 ) T h i s e x c h a n g e o f c o u r t e s i e s w a s p a r t of t h e g a l l a n t r y in f a v o r in t h e 18th c e n t u r y : "Af ter 

y o u , G e n t l e m e n ! ", i n v i t i n g t h e e n e m y t o t a k e t h e f i r s t s h o t . 

( 1 5 ) T h e r e is a s p e c i a l p a s s w o r d fo r t h e I n d i a n s w h o s e l a c k of d i s c i p l i n e w a s a l w a y s f e a r e d . 

( 1 6 ) T r y s a i l o r s n o w : a s q u a r e - r i g g e d s h i p w i t h t w o s a i l s a n d a j i g g e r ; i t r e s e m b l e d t h e C a n a d i a n 

s c h o o n e r of t h e e n d of t h e 19 th c e n t u r y . T h e x e b e c s m e n t i o n e d o n p a g e 1 1 2 w e r e smal l 

v e s s e l s w h i c h c o u l d b e p r o p e l l e d w i t h o a r s a n d w h i c h w e r e u s e d in p a r t i c u l a r o n t h e Great 

L a k e s a n d L a k e C h a m p l a i n . 

( 1 7 ) T h i s l a m e n t a b l e f a i l u r e w a s d u e to o v e r h a s t y p r e p a r a t i o n a n d t h e r e c r u i t m e n t o f very 

y o u n g m e n , e v e n o f c h i l d r e n . It w a s i n f a c t n a m e d t h e " s c h o o l b o y s ' a t t a c k ' . 

( 1 8 ) F a t a l d a t e f o r Q u é b e c : J u l y 1 2 a t 9 o ' c l o c k in t h e e v e n i n g , a n d n o t J u l y 2 4 a s s t a t e d in 
t h e Narrative. Cf . t h e Narrative, n o t e 3 . 

( 1 9 ) L o s s e s in h u m a n l i fe w e r e r e l a t i v e l y f e w e s p e c i a l l y if c o m p a r e d to t h e a m o u n t of mater ia l 
d a m a g e . 

( 2 0 ) N e u v i l l e 
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(21 ) T h e i m p o r t a n c e a c c o r d e d t h e I n d i a n s s h o w s t h e e x t e n t to w h i c h t h e y w e r e f e a r e d b y t h e 
E n g l i s h . 

( 22 ) C f . n o t e 1 2 . 

(23) S a i l i n g v e s s e l s w i t h t h r e e m a s t s w i t h l a t e e n s . 

(24) Cf. A Journal of the expedition up the River St. Lawrence, n o t e 8 . 

(25) L e t t e r f r o m W o l f e in w h i c h h e s t r e s s e s t h e d e v o t i o n of t h e l a d i e s of t h e G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l . 

(26) T h e s e f i g u r e s a r e rea l i s t i c s i n c e it is e s t i m a t e d t o d a y t h a t t h e E n g l i s h 3 3 - p i e c e b a t t e r i e s 
o n t h e h e i g h t s of L e v i s s h o t 4 0 , 0 0 0 c a n n o n ba l l s a n d 1 0 , 0 0 0 b o m b s o n t h e t o w n . A s a 
s u p p o r t f o r c e , t h e 4 9 v e s s e l s of t h e E n g l i s h f l ee t m o u n t e d o n l y 2 , 0 0 0 c a n n o n ! C f . G u s t a v e 
L a n c t ô t , Histoire du Canada, M o n t r e a l , B e a u c h e m i n , 1 9 6 4 , p. 2 3 0 . 

( 27 ) T h e e s t i m a t e o f t h e m a t e r i a l d a m a g e s s e e m s e x a c t s i n c e of t h e 1 8 0 h o u s e s d e s t r o y e d 
in t h e b o m b a r d m e n t , 1 5 0 w e r e in t h e L o w e r T o w n . Cf. A Journal of the expedition up the 
River St. Lawrence, n o t e 2 3 . 

(28) W o l f e h i m s e l f s p o k e v e r y g o o d F r e n c h . In a d d i t i o n , t h e r e w e r e 3 0 0 r a t h e r i n t r a c t a b l e 
G e r m a n m e r c e n a r i e s in t h e E n g l i s h c a m p . 

(29) L a c k o f d i s c i p l i n e , l i ke d e s e r t i o n , w a s n o t p e c u l i a r to t h e F r e n c h a s c a n b e s e e n h e r e ! 

(30) V a u q u e l i n , J e a n : L i e u t e n a n t - C o m m a n d e r f r o m D i e p p e , h e c o m m a n d e d t h e t w o f r i g a t e s 
Atalante and Pomone. H e w o u l d o n l y g o d o w n t o Q u é b e c in Ap r i l 1 7 6 0 a s a n e s c o r t f o r 
L e v i s ' t r o o p s . L e v i s w a s f o r c e d t o r a i s e t h e s i e g e of Q u é b e c b e c a u s e of t h e a r r i va l o f t h e 
E n g l i s h s h i p s , o n M a y 1 5 , a n d t h e Pomone r a n a g r o u n d of f S i l l e r y w h i l e s e t t i n g s a i l . T h e 
Atalante w a s t a k e n a f t e r a t w o - h o u r b a t t l e off P o i n t e - a u x - T r e m b l e s ( N e u v i l l e ) . A l t h o u g h a l m o s t 
h is e n t i r e c r e w w a s w o u n d e d o r k i l l e d , V a u q u e l i n r e f u s e d t o s t r i k e h is c o l o r s . A m o n u m e n t 
b e s i d e t h e M o n t r é a l C i t y H a l l c o m m e m o r a t e s t h i s h e r o i c c o m b a t . 

( 31 ) T h e s c h o o n e r Terror of France: T h i s i n c i d e n t is m e n t i o n e d in t h e Journal of the expedition 
up the River St. Lawrence. 

( 32 ) M o n t c a l m ' s Journal n o t e s t h a t h o r s e m e a t w a s f i rs t d i s t r i b u t e d in Q u é b e c o n D e c e m b e r 
9. 1 7 5 7 . M o n t c a l m w i s h e d to s e t a n e x a m p l e b y w r i t i n g o n h i s m e n u : c h e v a l à l ' e s p a g n o l e , 
e s c a l o p e s d e c h e v a l . . . It c a n b e s e e n h e r e t ha t t h i s d i d n o t t a k e e v e r y o n e ' s f a n c y . 

( 33 ) C o n f i r m a t i o n of t h e i m p r e s s i o n g i v e n b y t h e f i rst t w o t e x t s : t h e d i s c o u r a g e m e n t of t h e 
E n g l i s h w h o s e e m u n a b l e to t a k e Q u e b e c . A n i m p r e s s i o n t h e a n o n y m o u s E n g l i s h c o m m e n t a t o r 
is q u i c k to c o r r e c t ! C f . t h e Narrative, n o t e 9 . 

Memorial of Lieutenant John Denis de Vitré 
(1 ) L i k e m o s t of t h e f a m i l i e s w h i c h p l a y e d a pa r t in t h e h i s t o r y of N e w F r a n c e , t h a t of M a t h i e u 
T h é o d o s e D e n y s d e V i t r é h a d its r o o t s in P l a c e R o y a l e . T o w a r d s t h e m i d d l e o f t h e 17 th 
c e n t u r y , in f a c t , t h e h o u s e s of s e v e r a l m e m b e r s of t h e S o v e r e i g n C o u n c i l o f N e w F r a n c e 
w e r e a m o n g t h e f i rs t t o g o u p in t h e L o w e r T o w n : t h a t of R u e t t e d ' A u t e u i l , t h e s i e u r C a i l h a u t 
d e la T e s s e r i e , t h e s i e u r d e V i l l e r a y ( M a i s o n F o r n e l ) a n d C h a r l e s D e n y s d e V i t r é . A c c o r d i n g 
to M g r . T a n g u a y a n d B e n j a m i n S u i t e , V i t r é lef t s e v e r a l d e s c e n d a n t s s o m e o f w h o m b e c a m e 
n a v a l o f f i c e r s . T h e f a m i l y s e e m s to h a v e d i e d o u t , a t l e a s t in t h e P r o v i n c e of Q u é b e c . 

(2) D e V i t r é in f a c t p i l o t e d A d m i r a l D u r e l l ' s v e s s e l s . It w a s M a r t i n D e c h i n i q u e , g r a n d f a t h e r o f 
t h e a p o s t a t e C h i n i q u y , a n d A u g u s t i n R a b y w h o g u i d e d S a u n d e r s , Cf. P . G . R o y , La ville de 
Quebec sous le régime français, v o l . Il p p 3 1 5 a n d 3 2 0 . 

(3) W i l l i a m Pi t t t h e e l d e r . It w a s h e w h o c h a r g e d W o l f e w i t h t h e c o n q u e s t o f C a n a d a . U p o n 
the a s c e n s i o n of G e o r g e III t o t h e t h r o n e , h e r e t i r e d a s P r i m e M i n i s t e r a n d , in 1 7 6 6 , t o o k t h e 
t i t le of L o r d C h a t h a m . 
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(4 ) D e V i t r é ' s s o n f a i t h f u l l y f o l l o w s t h e a c c o u n t h i s f a t h e r h a d w r i t t e n of h i s o d y s s e y . A n 
u n l i k e l y s t o r y in s p o t s . S e e i n g t h a t h e r e f u s e d t o h e l p t h e m , t h e E n g l i s h h a d s u p p o s e d l y 
t h r e a t e n e d t o h a n g h i m f r o m t h e m a i n y a r d , g i v i n g h i m o n e h o u r t o t h i n k it o v e r . T h e n , to 
g a i n t i m e . D e V i t r é is s u p p o s e d t o h a v e r e q u e s t e d t h a t t h e T r a v e r s e b e s o u n d e d . T h e s u s p i c i o u s 
E n g l i s h h a d h i m a c c o m p a n i e d , a n d a t t h a t p o i n t h e t h r e w h i m s e l f i n t o t h e w a t e r t o p u t an 
e n d t o it a l l . S a v e d in t i m e b y t h e E n g l i s h , h e c l a i m s t o h a v e r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e d i f f i cu l t p a s s a g e 
h a d b e e n c r o s s e d . . . w i t h t h e h e l p o f t w o C a n a d i a n f i s h e r m e n . H o w c o u l d h e h a v e o b t a i n e d 
s u c h a l a r g e p e n s i o n f r o m t h e E n g l i s h , if h e h a d r e a l l y a c t e d in t h i s m a n n e r ? 

(5 ) T h e s t a t e m e n t is c o n v i n c i n g . D e n i s D e V i t r é s u r r e n d e r e d to t h e E n g l i s h a n d b e t r a y e d 
h i s c o u n t r y . 

( 6 ) J o h n D e n i s D e V i t r é r e m a i n e d in E n g l a n d . 

(7 ) M i n i s t e r o f F o r e i g n A f f a i r s u n d e r L o u i s X V I . 

(8 ) D e V i t r é r e a l l y w a n t s t o i m p r e s s W i l l i a m Pi t t . 

(9) H i s f i n a n c i a l p r o b l e m s c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s i n to w h i c h h i s f a t h e r ' s a c t i o n s led 
h i m . 
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COLLECTION CIVILISATION DU QUÉBEC 

Titres pa rus : 

Sér ie A R C H I T E C T U R E 

M a i s o n s et ég l i ses du Q u é b e c 

( X V I I e , X V I I I e et X I X e s ièc les) 

Les ég l i ses de C h a r l e s b o u r g 

La f in d 'une é p o q u e 

Hé lène Béda rd 

Luc N o p p e n et J o h n R. Porter 

Luc N o p p e n , C laude Th ibau l t , 

Pierre Fi l teau Jos . -P . Ouel le t , a rch i tec te 

C o m m e n t res taurer une anc ienne ma i son 

q u é b é c o i s e 

Sér ie A R T S ET M É T I E R S 

La poter ie de C a p - R o u g e 

Jean -Bap t i s te R o y - A u d y 

Les tabe rnac les anc iens du Q u é b e c 

(des X V I I e , X V I I I e et X I X e s ièc les) 

Sér ie C U L T U R E S A M É R I N D I E N N E S 

Carca jou et le s e n s du m o n d e 

(réci ts mon tagna i s -naskap i ) 

T s h a k a p e s h (réci ts mon tagna i s -naskap i ) 

Sér ie P L A C E R O Y A L E 

La P lace Roya le , s e s ma i sons , ses hab i tan ts 

P lace Roya le , Its Houses a n d The i r O c c u p a n t s 

A la d é c o u v e r t e d u p a s s é 

( foui l les à la P lace Roya le) 

Sér ie H I S T O I R E 

Le s iège d e Q u é b e c (1759) 

par trois t émo ins 

Geo rges Léonidof f 

Miche l G a u m o n d 

Miche l C a u c h o n 

R a y m o n d e Gauth ie r 

Rémi Savard 

Made le ine Le febvre 

Miche l G a u m o n d 

Miche l G a u m o n d 

Miche l Laf ren ière 

et F ranço is G a g n o n 

J e a n - C l a u d e Héber t 
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