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INTRODUCTION

hat the kindly people of the ( pe (
ne and who will be frst to detect th
101 I t ¢ at thi ! [ t pictu some
{ nin A re setticm ¢ 0 Vel 1 t
ewhat intrus nthus that carels icient
i n 115¢ t | e approached Laspe
£’ ey ind absorbec ome of it
fo ve the t kened
(STRI AN " 1t y o ‘ al lerest
( oS of 1 as s o e
111 r'e ( Lh reader I n the
\ w s S 1 Het K¢ L ( L
very little has been writte welish of th 5 r
in the wav of statistical reports o u i ducements to o
S
In the presc £t settiement s 1
of modert mus 1o TS V] L deferet thie £
outcome of respe 1or a long, if uneye ul, past.  lLaife | 1
slowl this coast vith 1 It d bounds of ne
vasions, but rthels i obhetsan t il rvading law of
natuy Upon the earth today and of the long vest VoA
cver where 1y S im 1 1 1 Vil | L m
placently without change throvgh the ages whil ssociat
hay rode Vi | ( ns far a tl
forward backward ¢ tion of ra In-a world so sol
,”\' 1 wer to mpet 1o S0 11100 1 nr | A1 t I'r
m eno to be fascinating 15 the ancho
L P to r out the or (33 | 1 van
ch serve teady QETESS ; 5 the rot
le mother for goand « groall that is best in
my ler ere y unfan vith th ]
proper ition for these observa
Gaspé vast pehinsul i Eastern () which lies be

tween the broad mouth of the St Lawrence river and the Bay of




ma there i

ritual delight in it. But u

to appr

I the depths of his

he brilliant cliffs do not assault the sky in vain

lous mass of soft
d Bloods

1Ice and hr 1 0cy

Rock is not merely a g

greens, nor Ste Anne only an uplif

altar mant

all these and more,

deathless verdure of sp

from their esthetic beauties and beneath their brilliant ex-

the gecrets of their origin and the

ious problem in the making of the car

(5} § ‘ T $ S 115 as
it is the more insinuati the mo t d to the traveier
t more immediate.  Gaspesian scenery lends i st readily

mital treatment |

rust not at the expense of fidelity

scencery of

spé County has a natur

I'he eve recognizes the profound

neonscious of their causes I'he whole

underiaim by a ries of

ning almost parallel to each other and to the shore

and these project at the shore line in the majestic ¢

which form the s

ind brilliant features of tl

h he torn cliffs of |

Bene:

of Shiphead. Bon Ami and St

these folds, and forming the foundation on which they rest, :

the v

ancient

al and distorted stra

in majestic walls al wer St 1
Lying almost flat on the folds
Gaspé Bay, and near mantle of
red and 1se to the highest

with precision, these height

mountair wherein the

he great dissected plates

N No Cru

hest of
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10 Sketches of Gaspé

ing away, under the fierce impact of the northeast storms, against

the edges of the roc

» while the south side is attacked only by the

cter waters of the Bay against its smooth slo faces. There
lout i it apidity. Oc-
flanks of this peninsula can be seen a trace of

is a fine

this Jand is sin

casionally

4

ancient beaches and from Indian Cove to the (

wave cut rock terrace high over the present water level and these

mer upward movement of the land, Mr A. W. Dal-

» and vener fishing establishments of

Fruing Company, who has been stationed on the Gaspé

coast for nea

fifty years, tells me that tw

S i

5 experiet

has been neces

ary to move further up the b the Grande

Greve, the seay

nerrmg nets,
Le Hu-
5 awd Indian Coves, all along the south shore,

rd panel of the dry

cause of the eéncroa

its of the

= settlement ;

1 to be narrower than in the earlier days of tf

t today the southern margin of the Forillon is sinking.
. ; 2

us look at the map and follow the lines of forty an

fath

homs is

half the heiglt of the

rising stra

hiphead, ar t shonld t

water fall away these three hundred feet the land would run ou

the Gulf, following the direction of the mount
cluded all the rocky

part o1 the same

called the “ Amen
ountains.  Even an elevation of the sea

bottom for one | would turn the American k into a

rocky island of no small dimensions wch it onee was. Now wasted

St
by the waters, the home of the cod, it leaves only to the imagi
the scenes of
bef

have had its Armorel in the

yed out on the grassy slopes during tl

L

o« and un

the Tyonesse,

acc

merg
its past

So the little peninsula of the Forillon, survivor of

past, naw barely a half mile across at the portage above

vE, 18 not going down, but bemg devoured as i
'm., Maje

a onee

15 its rib of mou

it is 160 soon to Sing its requi
tains, the still mighty flank of

ward slopes are planted some of the s

htier range. On its south

est and most contented

bomes I have known; its farms, often pit 1 at angles of twenty

degrees to the water, yield their increase, while the crest of spruce

and fir adds softness and beauty to every contour. C©
here start at the waters of

may
saspé Ray and, climbing upward, a short
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Wountains

ight of the

half hour w the cliffs of Bon Ami, seven hundred
reet straigl s of the St Lawrence Off at his left,
abon 1 we, towers bare Alban, twelve hun
dred feet, the highest pomnt reached by these rocks in their upw irdd
inclination, Lf he will take the King's Road, which traverses the pe-
nins from Crande Gréve to Cape Rosier; it will lead him at first
gently through a way embowered in evergreens and bring him with
start g abruptness al sttt the h | \n

1
at
loping

t of

f fall rog 1 foot planted fo ward on the rand,

;!!-'- the nam f the whole ’“H;‘ taken fo
yand still 1s to the French, La Fiei
hi says the Abbe Ferland, with its tufte

e il Jaty the soutl r |

i Deseription 1) say ' Cette poin
I petite Tsle d m les pecheurs de Ga
d uver la molue (p. 239) This use
e that of earlier writers whoapplied it

i the n
only




leng grav mck




azure with an approa r storm, blackening as the storm imy Is

and blotting them out ¢ t bursts I'he once
little cl ¢ in the

mne
ang

autumn eftects

ect of the evergreen woodlands, but there are

still patches of har | trees where autumnal tints are painted in

avagant brilliancy

We were speaking of the pernicions activity of the sea in the

destruction of the Forillor Aided by the northwest storms and

frosts. the waters will continue to waste its mu




4 Sketches of Gaspé

St Peter, undermine Plateau Island, demolish the walls of Percé,
dismember the Pierced Rock and ef]

ace Bonaventure. The Amer-
ican Bank is the handwriting on the wall, its fate is the forecast
for all the coast.
For the Forillon, however, the end that is to be concerns us less
than the end that is, and the end of the Foril
.

world, the Finistére, for this coast. at least. The double row of

on is the end of the

sloping rock ridges which make the Forillon, terminates in a two-

lobed point.  The southern and higher is Shiphead, well named, for

as one stands on the lighthouse and looks down on the drim-mast

to the foredect

and the outline of the cliff edge the resembl: eck and

prow or

ship is most striking, and from out

> profile is even

more effective. It is six hundred and ninety feet st
from the ¢

Outside it is the severed rock, which,

ht down

s of the chiffl to the wi

¢,

1S ¢

by some o

1

early writers, pave its name to the whole (ia

f
Country, |
note in the Jeswit Relutions which credits the Abbé Maurault

as deriving the word Gaspe from' the Abenaqui word Katseps

it off, and baving reference to thi ched rock

mass

of the 1

orl

a grnm

it scen

kind of my with the nature of the coast that the

feature

which fu

ts appellation has in its own turn bee

the sea. The northern lobe of the headland is Cape Gaspé, once

called the Old Man by those who would find a companion for La

Vieill These ends of parallel declivitics are separated by a low

a hanging valley whose end lies far above the sca. In this

coulée formerly the 1 fog-bell stood and the ruins of this

1

older str
The roa

downs, but the last grand

ded many an interest

ng fossil.

her from the Grande Gre series of ups and

nt brings one to a point of view from
which no other spot on the ¢oast so profoundly impresses the
observer with the destructive agency of the sea, as he notes the
ragged sheer limestone walls stret

away toward Cape Bon Ami

and Cape Rosier Cove, the barest remmant of what has once been a

mighty mountain range, reaching toward Anticosti Island. As one

stands on the summit of this weather-beaten promontory let him

remember that he is at the very outermost supramarine tip of the
great Appalachian Mountain system and on the remnant of one of
its innermost folds which here gave birth to the St Lawrence river.
Our chart of soundings bears us out in the conclusion that the
American Bank is the casternmost submarine trace of this great










The Scenery of the wuntan i3

ny yond tl point we can find no clew to its
xte but Sh ad and Cape Gaspe are more positive
visible evider

It 13 well to note fron the m:

at any one time

ilt up gradually
back to the
Far
onian t andl
vania ; wthward he newer part t nount m
thes rock 00 AT 1P d folde to th :
thus s ng that t part of the ten of r
A\t le ( I 1 ion to the mount 5 tuy

f f Peri ore Rocl hay e Per Rock
crint < v Champlain a ! ¢ 7
( : { Smiti !/ r‘ ' 1’ l ’ 84 b l' ne
] s ) MHie Rock* th f sdn
Future of Koo ¢ of the Koc freer undance
= e Mura ¢ it 7 and ape Canon—R hons of
the Limmestone Chifs

The ribs of the Forillon are stupendous, remarkable in uniform-
ity of development and amazngly rich in their profusion of the
life forms that peopled the ancient seas in which they were laid

them in bold start-

down, but the limestones of Percé surpass

his wonderful

ling picturesqueness If the tr:

approa hes




heats round the head of ( ipe Dlanc the stupendous Piereerd

Roe
bursts upon his amazed view, 10 ma)esty and clothed in
ones of the Murailles,
stretching away to the north, tirn to him their verdure clad =l

garb of many colors, w

upon the Per¢é harbor fram the north and

11 int S ler an S act thi the 1
Rock his ¢ and in ¢ ubtends 1
| gle of | are th an
birillian itts of the Mura toupe y
wrged Tines, 1f the s ¢ to the east behind

him, the vision grows to its

ngs to under
beam of the great Rock
Various chances have bronght my appr s spat irom
1 | .

both directions; in glowing sun and in dripping fog, once with i3

mce bea

rimented
1g doy

alpine scenery,

grade, the k strikes the eye head on, like a gigantic liner
rounding the point of Mt Joli and sailing into the port of the North
Bes

rce¢ Rock may be prosaically described as

tone in strata that are almost v

thpping ¢

out fifteen hundred feet
its peak or

about three hundred feet thre

115 greatest

eter varving g 3
‘tions and recesses of its sides. At the seaward

end stands a smaller mass entirely isolated and cut away from the
parent rock, and the rear of the great rock itself is perforated by
an arched tunnel about sixty feet high

he summit, which is now !
wholly inaccessible, has a gently und

ating surface and shows all
small section of a mountain side. The rock is

the features of
and of gray limestone

beginning with Mt Joli and continuing to Cape Canon, by about

separated m the shore and the low hea

vards of sandbar which is covered at high tide







The Scene f the Mountai 17
I'h g r heau Ot (ALH g ne r ire 15 parl (
to its unusual symmetry but to 1ts br 1y of I Perce
Rock is no such gray pile as one may fine the strikis 1
ran It t ocea on e 1TE of Cat ( it )
d >cer scotlan ! nd ot GG h
{ even the brg T adle k pil ) i
A Islar rtlier ot the Gulf ma 3
lequate | y i ti rp { br
and pra la hie natu ades of { 1 t \
diversifi preat streaks of whit it | t
A L | he green 1 1 f gra el 1 d as .
pe perm hile oyer the ed anfd { t 1 t i
mit, a « ) Ora red lich has added ) Vot 1
" [ ) OF 'I' " | 1 Ol 11 ( N rinor 1s
ever moving ahout 1l halo of fog scuds: and. screaming . sem
t v in the same il not at el ¢ 1 L ch ot
I auHtain ages past
ol r 10 f . 1 1 L1t vin i ca | heen
evouring Percé Rock, T have looked for oth dence than can
| I ¢ chiff itself
It strange that ma | a feature 1 ast should
] e made a profound impression the 1l plorer wid
ere a there are references to it in the writings of som them
had und the lsl ey 1 haven for wood an d
oceasionally a not n the relations he Recollet Jesuit
In Champlain's Des St 03.% 1 find t y
of it, but there is nothing in it that doc it fit the conditions o
toda he 1 f Perede,” he says 1 very high roc ! n
iles ; between these 18 an ch through w h sl e and
i pass at high wates \t ebb tide one can walk from the
mamland to the island, it being only four or five huor st

xplorer and founder of (

the rock as it stands today I'his is e
cotmnts ['he single arch he descrihe
sented by the passagy 1 hetween
but it is clear that the arch of

s Sauvages ou Vovage de Samuel Ch




18 Sketehes of Gaspé

“ Gouveneur Lieu-
e de toutes les Terres et

In 1672 Nicholas Denys, seignicur
tenant General pour le Roy, ¢t Proprie

es qui sont depwis le Cap de Campseaux, jusques au Cap des

voziers,” wrote:® " The Isle is a great rock which may be fifty to

the foot of the two

sixty fathoms in sheer height straight up fre

sides and has a width of three or four fathoms; at low witer one

from the mainland by foot all round it; it may have a length

i three hundred and fifty or four hundred fathoms; it has be

much longer, reaching even to the Island of Bonneaventure; hut

the has devoured it at the foot so that it has fallen, and | have

seen it when it had only one passage in the form of an arcade,

pass at full sail, Tt is this whichi has
I ed

not so large but are growing all the time It

There have two others fo

since, which ;

that these passages weaken its foundation and will
which the sailors will

the appearan
he the

no longer be ab

of its eventual destruction aft
¢ o work her All of them that come here to

st anchor on the lee of t

sland, at a length of two cables

off ; one has here three or four fathoms of water, further off is a

"

constantly ncr ng

Pére Sixte LeTac, lad coast probably on his

in 1689, sp ke of

way to and from his mission in

having but a single arch

the Rock
FFaucher St Maurie
of a short trip al

'Tl_\ pac ded

in his charming and cl
this coast (1877), records having

seen in the possession of Admiral Inglefield on board H. M. S

Bellerophon a copy of an engraving made in 1760 which repre

n my good

h three

> rock wit

sented
Its date was the

fortune to obtain a copy of this copper plat
vear aiter the fall of (

enough in England over so remarkable a feature of her new con-

and curiosity was doubtless keen

cution of this expensive plate It

quest to justify the ¢
“drawn by Captain Her'y Smyth on the spot,” and the same pride
that led the skippers of the 1700's ta have their shins pitinte | on
igate in the

Sunderland and

werpool jugs, led him to put his
; from the

foreground of the picture. The Rock i
north with Mt Joli at the right and Bonaventure at the left, Its
arches are two in number, not three; and though the rear arch

¥ Dese aphique et hist jue de Costes de 'Amérique septen-

trionale Avee Phistoire naturelle du Pai
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The Scenery of the Mountains 19

it is noteworthy that the chief projections or

has now fall
side of the Rock are essentially the same today as they were one
hundred and forty-eight YEArs ago. The distant yview beyond the

Rock shows the busy fishing flect off the lower beach

Father LeClercq, who was stationed at Percé for twelve years

sain for a number of vears alter mterrupting

and
and

cription ot the

by a voyage to Iirance, gave this d

accuracy of which we may rely, for it had been

the most conspicuous abject within his vision:

ays, referring to Gaspé Bay, “is

gues

sle Percée which 1s not, as some an island

capahle of lodging inhabitants; because it is only a rough Rock
teep on all sides, of an extraordinary height and a surprising ab-
ruptness, It is so pierced by three or four d

that the barges pass full manned and at full sail

of these openings It s from this fact that it

Percée though it s really only

Presqu'isle, of which one can easily make th

the sea is low: and resembles an island only at high water It is
separated from terra firma by only two or thre [arpent =
one hundred and eighty feet] of ground. Tt would seem as if it had

formerly been joined thereto and that it had been cut off by the

and tempests of the ocean.

liscrepancy in these accounts may arise from some (dis

agreement between the dates of observation and of publication
but they can be reconciled to this conclusion, that the arches during

the periad of Denys’s observation had grown from one to three

bably one of these had soon thereafter fallen in.

and

or ton

Reliance apparently can not be placed on LeTac's account

| find no other descriptive count of the Rock throughout the

the eighteenth century and up to the time when the

Abbé Ferland wrote of his missionary visitation along this coast in

stay at Percé was brief, not more than two or

n, and much of the material of his entertaining

rived from other than original sources. (f the

s¢e appears to have been formerly joined to Mt

from only by a straight channel which is

I'he length of the platean is about cight acres

* Nouvelle Relation de In Gaspeésie, 1601, pp. 4, 5




fire

s can pass at all vimes ather under sail

or o Hroug ti other 1 y [ \ <
hig I ¢bris of the rock tered : t
the nuing s encroa &
arche v gradually | n and the Si¢ g €
1 e o vhict 1l ¥y 1 1 1

ns beyond human ds

clinth it s g
On the 17th of June, 18 outer arch in the Rock fell. Aly
\ = 4 ing and vigorous min

r Phillip Le

of more than

n of Logan in

turnine the kev in

by an ear-
he Rock saw

thunderous

screams o

of dust and spray

the birds, the outer and greater ar And thus 1t

stands today with but one of the thre four arches on which

b=,

the eves of Denvs and LeClercq so often looked, remaining, and 2

Jengthwise through

new one creeping at right angles to the re

Here we behold, as under the

the base of the seaward obelisk.
i le isolated rock

cye, the ruin which the sea has wrought on this sin

* Life of Sir William L
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(Ul

Fhe dScee v of the Mountams
last tw undred and fifty years. 1 find on
parmg. my uyrements with the dimensions whi
rived from the rown Land maps of Percé, the or
which is not far from fifty years old, that there
change of proportio hi { | except es
t coertamn potnt
It 1s F it culogist ¢ i a
n te 1 1 i tnat an
erce Rock presents A\ stmple & w1 of t
ntributed 10 the destructic i this mass, the )
The de ction has gone on by leaps d bounds i
relies € s own thousands Gf tons ot rock at
t tITes wer stant interval hut the steac
58 destn ents VT From hala
nt m 1 that on Ins hrst o to 1
rch the Rock, as plain in 1Hhny, b
turned son ears ter hie ob | two othe
It t i 1 da ¢ Oof | )" \ \
the prog 1¢ fion ther on 1 |
1 during t [ y I3 i
een | thin oute of the ch 1
hone ni I'his th t if the R
el the waters | nyar rious problem b
ingular beaut ndeed  the o] ck with 1
rel in the da i the 1600 ‘
Ot . ihle, for the single perforats
ol the ghest part [ts rearward ol s i
perforated at its base the splendid m itsel f
tibly thi y to destruct Lt vk litt )
Percé Rock i wlred feet from Mt | \
OV vh ¢ il wal low tide e
i part the staric it e i it it
1 Wear at high water exc
I ! 1 1! 1 I (L0 4 .“,‘ the |
I { " | and | i feet Ingh at th
{ It fe t the I one hi
fi Tyigl i mrteen hund
fe long, fifteen hundred d sixty-five feet from
nd of t belis t L three hundrand feet w
parts Flac part o1 the R EXPOSE | above the wat
1 m t

e

) parent

diameter

ion so

n like

h st
11

talling ot

0 bot




of

its cliffs, fragments fall casily

ns and frosts bring down lirg

{ in roving ba
iff I have not
large piece. However, the bas
ts covered with large masses and the es of Mt
I the washed from the Rock Fhe most

of fallen blocks now lies on the north side at one of

ingl ind is ¢ posed Of ten to twenty
five to ten tons each, They are the ac

ms to know how many year I have
venture a suggestion as to tmiich of t
Certainly more con Wi i MG Vear

an arch wonld break all ay e5 {
1 ow practically elminated \iter red
regard thre Ired tons fair average, un
tons a year large, one thousand tons most exceptior With th
arst approximation it will take sea and weather upward of thirteen
thousan Lars to accon he ruin of the clitf ; with the second,
eight thousand, with the third, four thousand. Unborn genera ]
of Gaspesians will gaze upon the 1 rof this magnifi-

cent chiff

[ offer the foregoing prophecy as an oblation to the Genie de

I'lsle Percée. She has had her own troubles and T would not add
to them. " Many myths have grown up about this rock.” one
of vely, a telling a marvelous tale tl

ellers on its

kind

s hetween the feathered

against zulls,

ventures ver and closely
of the other’s vith the militant out-
1 Here it ! boot« ) Onaven t
Island, huried his treasure chests for the future to reveal

I he f Percé Rock t with £ Is There are the

strange denizens of the ancien

whelks and tril

he moest striking of them all ar

trilobites, ancient precursors of the lobsters of the coves

it 0f these creatures

are 1o be found the remains of one of the larg

knowi,
Ths

Da'manites Perceensis, which was sometimes two

long, and another, £2. Biardi, with a trident on his nose.  One o




Mt Jora

Froa

MuratLLEs
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The Scenery of the Mountains 2

not work over a ton of this rock without finding
of these crustaceans. Let us suppose there is one m each of t!
four million tons I'here is

) ful brachiapod

known as Chonetes Canade to dissect an

avergage ton of the Rock by hundreds

hundred; then Rock contains at least four

il and four hundred million specimens of Chonete
Canadensts.  Other species in their order, there are many of ther
1 these are but samples;  Dut my figures are absurdly small,  Tet

them sery

o convey some notion of the enormous profusion of lif

repres 1 1 this little section of the ancient ocean bed and giv
an added feature of interest to this attractive spot

11 one needed proof that the sea has alw ws been the alma nutrir
of life, here it is, not to be surpassed in the daily scenes ‘which

have been enacted along the ( coast for more than two hwu

dred and fifty years the codfishing. Millions of cod are v
i these waters, but like the widow's se of oil
If all Hions of all these years were added t

giether they would not cqual in number the remaing of the g
now lying embedded in the Percé Rock

[t is the raordinary destruction « the limestone cliff
gives to Percé much of its picturesqueness.  Aside from the Pierced
Rock we have evidence of this in the serrated cliffs of the Murail

which rise from the water to six huntred feet in concave fr

the almost vanished remnant of ‘a majestic mountain which partly

spanned the Malbay Fhe Murailles begin with low Cape Barr
of the North Beach and the rocks rise higher and hi
1ax i double pointed Red Peak, bevond which lies
scarp of the Grande Coupe e Perce
brilliantly tinted and both are same,
the sea~-wracked top graphiv they seemy to have helonged

motinte

To the series of limestone el

e, belong the grav Mt Toli and

the North and Sout

Cape Canon, whose esc Lrpments 1

waches ['hey too stand with strata

cf, parallel with those of
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I11

The Sandstones Gaspé Bustn — Scenery of Gaspé Basin — The

Admiral Gaspé Bay Rocks in

We have spoken thus far particularly only of the scenery which

belongs to the limestone n ir ragged coast lines

Fhere is a very close dej the appearance of a

in the landscape and the texture of' the rock that com

mount

poses it, so that after all we are thrown back to a consideration o

these mountains aceording to their kind

of the limestone strata les an enormous series of san

stones, folded and broken; no one knows their thickness I'his

mendous mantle of rocks spreads inland from Little Gaspé on

rillon, from Pomt ‘St Deter and Malbay, covers all the
ountry about Gaspé Basin and constitutes the rough ranges of

the interior. Sir Willam Logan estimated these rocks to he about

the 0ie or greater part wes xp
terior o1 Lasp ( Ly s a heavily

still a ]':u." of trails and POrtages, as

and demands of civilization as th

srest of Cape O'Hara and down the

Church he may observe the san i

ns of Gaspé Mountain sloping at a steep angl

mg distance up the

toward the north and he may follow them for

Dartm 1 river, to the voleanic dike at [L'Anse au Cousins and

bey avs at this inclination the Northy

above Peninsula he will them sloping south, the twe

meeti om of the Bay et mm 1o

in a trough at

shore southward from the inner docks among the Robin fishing

stores and on toward Gaspé Sotith, or along the road on the other
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¢ reverse direction to that at the Dartmouth, pitching downward

yuthy,  The crest of the great fold of the strata passes
through Gaspé Mountain not far away f
htful httle

s of Gaspé,” the bending of the strata

n Baker’s hotel, As

the hills rise behind this de

“where, says Fer-
land, “live the ar

toc

brings tt estones, which lie buried beneath the sandstones, to the

surf

highest summits. One may follow the old portage-

g back of Baker's up throt the woads over

1es will

1 but only the san ppear.  If he will

take 2

rated

more strenuous walk and elimb the second mountain

sepa

om the first hy the portage road running from L'Anse au

Consins to Gaspe South, there dt the tops he will find the lime-
stones broken through the strata which lie over then It may be

well to reflect on what this phenomenon signifies. , say five

thousand feet of sandstones with two thot

and feet

of limestones

have been f 1 up into mountains, then the

beneath

limestones can be exposed from under their mantle only in one

ar both of two ways. Either the rock masses have been cracked

i

and broken and by slipping apart have e d the lower be

or the entire overlying mass on the crest of

he fold has been

ely that the two causces have conspired in giving

at there has been ;

s their present form, but it is evident t

SIOW process

[ tremend

s volumes of rock, partly by

I'he
would
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Iy by the :
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summit of like hills, The Basin is a harbor of such dimen
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d absolute security that it 15 full of craft of many kinds, the
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runs under the waters of the Bay at Cape Haldimand. In the old
trough Dbetween waves one and two lies Gaspg Bay and along its

course the Dartmouth river runs for many miles

at Tar Point opposite Grande Gréve and kee

untains of the in-

with the others far to

Haldimand and Tar Point anticlines lies

and the Southwest Arm, re

ld trongh

ol the coast at W ad or
Point distan wit nestone

tops ntichines e lung parts
of the mnto Southwest Arm,
and 1 barachois at Douglast

Like other rivers m all parts of the Apy alachian mountain system,

the Dartmout and St Johin have had the fashion of cutting
thei Vo RETOsS folds in their newer and more active upper

It mayv hardly do to say 1 present and r of
G are the residua of the encroachments of the sea into
the rock tronghs, but they demonstrate this ol raphy maost
effectively, The entrance of the bays into these troughs has been

tal region, and [ think it

aided by the depression of all the coa

¢ that Gaspé Bay, that at Douglastown and the Malbay

are of comparatively recent date, More recent still is the elevation

aised

of the land at the head of Gaspé Bay indicated hy the

. 2 ' 11 ;
sand and g I'his evidence is supplemented by the

f the Northwest and Southwest Arms, Our

map shows how these broad arms are shallowing, their

upper reaches being only tidal fldts through' whic

the currents ol

the river steer an 1 ain course The increase in the bars across

ach

the upper end of ( Bay. the long sand spit of Sandy Be

on the south, the broad triangle of Peninsula vis-a-vis and the
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growing difficultics for vessels in keeping a clear passage through
the narrow channcl between the two, is evidence of like import.
Likewise extensive shoals fill the lower course of the St John river.
I am inclined to believe that when the general depression of the
fand surface gave to the Arms of the Bay their farthest extent in-
land, the discharge of the York river was not into the Basin, but

southward to the Dunglastown barachois, behind the sandstone

ridge of Haldimand town. . When the topography of the county shall

have been more exactly charted, and we know the elevation and
courses of the mountains and divides of the interior, it will doubt

less become apparent that its drainage ways have undergone not

rearrangement.
Barachois, Bar and Tickle.

nearly

sever them from®the sea. A sandbar, as everyone knows, is an
equilibrium line or line of rest between opposing bodies of water

re the sediment-

and as hetween mland and ocean waters are w

loaded streams are opposed by the sea and drop their load w

current and tide conspire to k passage open.

style of bar-building could not be better expressed than at Dou

town, where the bar, | just within 1l ast-ling, is parted in

[ £

the middle by the * tickle.” or inlet into the *

achais,” the shallpw
water of the bay. The traveler by land from the Basin to Dougl

town drives down one arm of the bar, is ferried over the tickle and

continues his journey along the other arm klish trip indeed if

the weather be heavy outside. T believe this word “ tickle ” owes

its origin 1o the subjective sensations of the traveler who finds the
ous, On the Newfoundland

passage across o and dan

en rough

ns to be used in a broader sense and

and the Cape Breton coast it se

may be applied to broken reefs with dangerous passages, but here

in Gaspé it is even gradually departing from its strict reference to
a passage through the bar, for at the Malbay we find the stream
entering the barachois, called the Tickle inlet, By
the Abbe Ferland, is the barre-cheois, that part protected from the

rachois, thinks

tumble of the waves, Perhaps it is the barre-echué, the waters
protected by a bar. The word is distinetly Canadian, it will not be
found in a Parisian dictionary, but it is often pronounced even by
the Canadians in defiance of the spelling as though it were derived
in the latter way. barashway.

At Malbay the barachois is tucked away at the head of the b
embayment of the coast and the tickle which cuts its long and

ad
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narrow bar is close to the north shore. All along the southern
sweep of the Gaspé coast these barachois are found; and Gaspé
Bay 1tself, like the rest, has its bar, tickle and harachois; the tickle
being the narrow and parlous ship passage between the long bar
of Sandy Beach and the broad Peninsula, each of these bars being
the equilibrium line of thesstream currents above, the Peninsula of
the Dartmouth and Sandy DBeach of the York. Within this bar is
the barachois of Gaspé Bay. Students of physiography seeking
appropriate designations for the expression of topographic forms
arising from uniform causes may well take notice of these terms,
tickle and barachois.

These little coastal lagoons have very interesting problems of
their own.  The fish and nther aquatic creatures in the barachois
differ fram those outside the bar. Inside; the washing of the rivers
is bringing down fragments of plant and other terrestrial life and
depositing them amongst the brackish water creatures whose natural
Home is in the lagoon, while in times of stress outside, the heavy
seas wash over the bar and mingle the true marine life with that
within, At the ebb of “the tide and in the sunlight the acids of
organie decomposition stain the mids with iron oxide tints of red
and yellow. Let us suppose all the deposits of the barachois dried
out uand turned to rock. Conceive that they come under the ham-
mer of the geologist of some future day. He finds that most of
their layers contain a mixture of land plants-and brackish animal
remains, while every now and then s a layver of rock which con

tains only the shells and skeletons of true sea life. This is very
f sandstones that

mitch what we find today in the immense series «
make up the hills of Gaspé village and the great interior. There
are layers which contain'only the remains of terrestrial plants which
grew along the ancient coast and its streams.  Then heavy deposits
of sand and gravel with little trace of any life, laid down along a
shallow tide-swept shore, and every wow and then, as i the rocks o1
Gaspé Mountain, a layer redounding in the remains of sea animals,
swept in from the deeper water. So we are justified in concluding
that much of these sandstones were deposited in some great embay-
ment of ol Gaspé, stretching far inland and into which the
deeper séa overrushed in time of storm carrying its peculiar life
forms with it.  Thus what is going on today on the coast, wherever
a considerable stream enters the Gulf or its bays, was going on in
ancient Gaspé on a majestic scale in that gray day when the founda-
tions of the country were being laid.




Perce MouNtaIN

Tuable-d-rolante— Mt Ste Anne—Its red conglomerates — Thewr
extent to Bonaventure Island — Destruction by the sea — The
vision on Mt Ste Anne — The coast at Percé rising

We have spoken of the folded mountains. The most far-reaching
sky-line on the whole Gaspé coast, one which first catches the
traveler’s eye in passing through the outer reaches of Chaléur Bay,
or in crossing over the Northumberland Strait from Prince Edward
Island, or in rounding the Cape of the Forillon from the north,

is that of Percé Mountain, From either side its cluster of curves is

seen to run only a little back from the coast, and on closer approach,
as 'one swings to in the Pereé harbor, its eastward summit is scen
to have on its shoreward face a flat top and a sheer front, an ele-
vated table sloping slightly to the north. This easternmost member
of the Percé Mountain is Mt Ste Anne. It was the Table-a-
rolante of the earlier writers, Champlain and Denys, and even of
Ferland; Denys says "elle est platte et de_forme carrée, ce qui
luy a donné ce nom,” but some indifferent person afterward
wrote the name Table-a-Rolland, and so it has been often printed.
The traveler in search of the picturesque will cross the mountain
cluster by the “ long road " to Corner of the Beach. When he has
rounded the seaward platean and skirted its more precipitous rear
tace, rising in the concave sheer cliff of the * amphitheater,” he may
well wonder whence has gone the rest of this great rock mantle
whose edges here show that it must have once swept far hence to
the south. It is the * short cut” or new road over these summits,
however, which brings out their finest effects. Regardless of grades
and hugging the Malbay, this course brings into view the impressive
majesty of peaks and gorge on one side and the high plateau on
the other. It is long since the mountain was turned over to the
guardianship of Sainte Anne, and as far back as 1675 Father Enjal-
ran landing at Percé, found its summit plateau crowned with a
cross. Percé Mountain is the highest point on all the coast. It
rises to one thousand two hundred and thirty feet at its highest,
but Ste Anne reaches only one thousand one hundred. Filling all
the foreground of Percé from the Malbay to Cape Blanc and run-
ning inland a distance of two leagues, it adds the climax to the
picturesqueness of Percé village. Over its northward and gentler
3 (331
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slopes pious ardor has cut out through the spruce and fir a broad
and grassy way to the shrine on its top; on its eastern side, facing
the village, the rock falls straight down for half its height, showing
the gently sloping brilliant red strata.

These rock strata lie almost flat over the southernmost of the
great rock folds and troughs we have been discussing. It will
readily be seen that to account for these deposits spread over the old

hills and valleys, the whole foundation had to be carried down be-
neath the water, so in that subi ence the sea overran the land

vastly more than it does today and has been driven out by the great
elevation of the whole coast. These rocks are chiefly red con-
glomerates made up of pebbles of jasper and agate, but there are
among them many pieces of limestone containing: the fossils so
characteristic of Percé Rock and washed out of the old limestone
cliffs. They do not extend far back from the coast, no farther than
the general mass of Percé Mountain and the region about Malbay,
but the toots of Percé Mountain run down the very shore of Perce
village. One can here see the lowest layers of these red rocks
where the conglomerates overlap the limestones of Red Peak, in the
upper part of the coulée leading down to the north beach; on the
north beach itself and in the interval between the south flank o1
Mt Joli and ‘Cape Canon the soil ¢ap is tinged with red, indicating
the not far distant presence of these beds. Below the Robin beach,
and thence southward to Cape Blane, these red strata extend all
the way till one reaches the red and white vertical limestones of
that headland of which we have just spoken. Then they take up
their horizontal course beyond Cape Blanc southward through
L'Anse au Beaufils, L."Anse du Cap and to Cape d’Espoir. This is
ahout their southern limit for Gaspé County, their northern this side
of Point St Peter, their western at the inner foot of Peres Mountain,
but their eastern, no man yet knoweth. The reefs off Robin beach
are of these racks and so is the entire island of Bonaventure. TItis
not far from three miles from the Robin heach to DBonaventure
Tsland over a depth of water which nowhere reaches one hundred
feet. The sheet of conglomerates was once CONlNUOUS across the
interval and beyond for an unknown distance. We believe that this
great mass of coarse deposits was laid down on an open and wave-
beaten coast, and they carry in themselves the record of that ancient
cea whose waves were even then eternally pounding against the coast
cliffs. All the limestone cliffs of the Forillon and the sandstone
hills of Gaspé Bay and the interiar were above water then ‘as today,
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the chieftain saw the sun-star, herald oi the coming god, blazing
his course above the horizon and a low word of urgent command
renewed their upward progress. The last hard slopes were finaily
passed and the gentle floor of the summit was reached as the red-
dening east betokened the coming of the equinoctial sun.

Standing at the crest and on the edge of the sharp cliff, his people
behind him, the Sagamo stood attent. The increasing glow in the
east outlined the distant Bonaventure Island and silhouetted the
Percé Rock. Over the glistening water, beyond the frozen channel,
the soft refulgence deepened into a golden orange. The fires
burned, the red cliffs of the mountain caught the warmer rays and
the shadowy outline of the sea cliffs at the south became fixed. An
arc of gold breached the horizon. As it reached the eye of the
chieftain, he threw from him his cloak of castor, his deerskin shirt
and clout, loosed from his feet the mooseskin moccasins, Naked as

he was born, and rigid as if dead. he stood in the presence of the
Lord of Day. While the sun traversed the skyline, and till its
lowest arc rebounded from the lingering clasp of the sea, he stood
as if carved from the mountain. When it had cleared itself and the
day had begun, the chicftain lifted up his arms extended wide
apart in adoration, and cried aloud, Ho! Ho! Ho!* After him
the little multitude behind thus saluted the god of light and warmth
and life, herald of a new summer, With uplifted arms, he poured
forth his supplication to the divine arc for his people and himself,
bowing himself low as he prayed for the safe-keeping of their
wives and children, for triumph over their enemies, for success in
the hunt and fishing, for the presetvation of their life and a long
posterity. The eyes of the chieftain now yielding beifore the darts
of the Sun god, he drew his discarded garments about him and then
gazed in silence over the wondrous scene spread out before him.
The day had risen clear as ice, and the first of the sun’s rays drove
before them a gauze of fog which lifting, tinged with carmine the
thin blue line of the distant Forillon, its wavy summits, its bluff
headland and towering obelisk. In the nearer distance, across the
northern bay, Point St Peter and its island took on the dark
strength of the full day while the shimmering light of waters danced
gleefully against the ice floes. Straight down between his feet lay
the triangle of Percé headed by Mont Joli, flanked at the left by
Cape Barré and at the right by Cape Canon; the battue piled high

* Father LeClereq, wha found a few of the sun worshippers left among
the Gaspesian Indians, says that this was the simple salutation to the rising
sun.
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with broken ice and at its end the erested chiff of the Pierced Rock.
Bonaventure guarded the open waters, robed in her snow and
verd

re. His gaze swept to the south, over the head of Cape Blane,
along the distant coves of Beaufils to Cape d'Espoir, and on be
yond in the dimmest distance the eye could cateh the faintly pen-
ciled outline of Miscou and Shippegan, forty miles away, The won-
dre bathed in the
effulgence of the new sun awoke a wonse in kKind from the breast

beauty and primitive grandeur of the s
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i
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1
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again linger over the Lrill

t tapestry of sea and shore and cover
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his way down the trail with no more concern for the white man's
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tains along lines of slight displacement of the rock masses, of
14 g

frequent occurrence along the little peninsula, and there are
: &

Grande Greve and St George's Cove, It is evidently of

" mines

the spe mine that Denys speaks with so much emphasis and
detail: “ One league further up the river [Gaspé Bay] is a cove
where one can land. On the high ground is the place where it

uas been hoped to find a h ad mine, and Messieurs de la Conipagnie

have paid the cost representations of persons \\Iw had

broy

SOm ’fl” 1€

were veritably good, but they are only
the r

trom some little veins and which the force of

run over

the sun ied, for the whole mine is only antim 1 that
not very abundant. I have known of it for more t venty
rs.* If it had been good T should not have let it be idle. T have

found plenty of persons who were ready to undertake on shares
what 1 have seen, but | was never wil

knowing well that I

should deceive them and that is something |

unless I were myself deceived without knowing it.”

eur! Les Messieurs de la Compagni

vere donbtless

sum about two hundred ago, and

¢ again these “m

promoted.” ctween

these dates no one knows how m times these old veins have been

rediscovered

Had nature been less wise Gaspé might h;

reaches dotted with

field, with today its dista
] 1 captains of industry
t 1f the

extending

es of fifty vears were rea

Mg

and oleaginous money pumped out of the earth, Gaspé

would «

his have lost its bloom. ['he story of the hunt for

setrolenm in this region is, | believe, that of the most tenacious and
g

costly purs

it 1gnis fatuus known in the his

v of oil develop-
1

ment.  Indeed for a half century the golden goal has seemed ever

at hand, and today never so far away. Oil was
geol( ts and known before their ¢
stones on the south
and 1
water’s edge,
In 1863 Log:
country, and this was followed by a specia
* That would be
TA little st

found by the early

ming, oozing from the sand-

hore of Gaspé Bay, part arly near Tar Point

int St Peter, where one of the ant 185 enmerges

ological report on this

port on the petroleum

st as as 1652,

thirty-five miles back from the Busin where theé
actively carried

n
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The Rocks and t

by Hunt in 1865, This was near the period of rapid de pment

¢ an-

of the petroleum production in Pennsylvania, and though t

ticlinal theory of oil accumulation had not been formulated so early,
yet private enterprise began the drilling for oil along the inland
extension of these anticlines into the region about the upper reaches
of the York river. From then till now companies have been
organized to obtamn this product and companies syndicated: new

presenting other ¢ 3 \i."h’f:r;x'.u[.

companies 1 ital appeared and we

JAis have heen driven. some of them to the great depth of

over three thousand feet : refineries have been crected at enorm

expense; all apparatus for drilling and refining has had to be

brought in by water from the States or Eur

:'f\

$ ¢ ss for twenty to t

rongh roads through the wilde

the labor and the expense has been ever in the hope of findin

ne the o1l 1t was hoped to find,

oil. The refineries were built

vad been found, and new wells were sunk, not to find

not oil that

but only in tl hope of finding some oil The

able

ing

Comyg have lived in

the same hope of «

observer, so out of

thas disy

v of prosperity

behind it.  Yet it has, I believe, all been fully justified. Tl

ch the wells have gone are saturated th petrole

ere must indeed be an enormous total amount of this materia

in the strata. But nature seems to have made no proper provision
for

parallel to the anticlines, which has been so fruitiul in other Appa-

accumulation. Practice on the theory of storage in pools

1e folds are there

lachian lds, has here been without result

into which the oil might settle by gravity, but

and th

somehow it external conditions for extensive

and attractiy

absolutely

production @

of all these years 18 the occasional brief gush, the

cumulated in the bottom of the wells and heen put

been in no position to f

an explan

onglit but it is my suspicion that by cracks and joints in

the bottom of troughs the oil which might have accumulated

therein has gone on further down and out of the reach of the drill

Gaspeé as an oil field is deranged though very seductive

So Gaspé can not m 1 home for miners of any

are no mineral deposits of any pre

t moment m 1t

being # magnifice

harbor, hecame a busy little port of passage.




slopes have

ing possible, while its rivers have been the nurses of a lumber trade

washing the devoures ntinents

Lnsnes he 1o trip. ke

through cour

the cod, Tew yots in the world are i fic in these f 5
this region of wined mountams, this submerged tip of the great

convinced that m the Gaspesian Peninsu

of aliment and amusement, of busines

d of life, and

and hopes, of fort
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[her but scanty r vd of the beginnings of {lem
The larger Har f exploration and Ien tion 1 h the
1 nly m p 1 thev lea much to th nag Lion
what m hs hi It juite certain, howeve hat e
jore the davs of Cartier the coast had been reached hy el
ey, kn the Golfo Quadrato, the squa f that lay bacl
the Terra Nava, though 11 took long for the char i arate New
foundland fro the mamland and to locate the great wat
above and below. whi cad back around into the Gul W
of the map said to have beer Jehan Denys, a very fami
surname - the history of Gaspé, in 1506, which gives the out




44 Sketches of Gaspé

beach near Douglastown, in Gaspé Bay, and took possession of the
country in the name of the king

Coast

along the open headlands a

he anchored for awhile in the channe! off the Percé Rock, and then

sailed on to the opening of Gaspé Bay, the Baie du Penouil of

French writers of later date. We retell his story in the words of
Hakluyt, for

carbot’s French, from which it

e Preacher’s Er

is more picturesque than Les

ertified that there was no passage through the said Bav?
we hoised satle, and went from S. Martines Creeke vpon Sunday,
being the 12. of July, to
Bay, and w
till we came to the Cape of Prato,f where we fotnd tl
great, but shallow | *, so that we were
constrained to draw beétween the said Cape and an
Hand lying I
we cast anker for that night
nd the said st about,
stch stor

roe and disconer further

beyond the said
nt along the sea coast Eastward about eighteene leagues,

e tide very
and the Sea st

e from the said Cape, where
next morning we hoised saile
hich lyeth North Northeast, But

m agamst vs, th we were

constramed to come place aineg, from whence we
come: there did we that « til the next that we sed
vp saile, and came triclcde riner  fine or size leagues

from the Cape of Prato Northward, and being cuerthwart the said
Riuer, there arose againe a cont .
stormes. >0 that we were constramed vpon

fourtee of the Moneth, 1o enter

anc

y the

into the riuer, Wi
stay till the sixteenth of the moneth looking for i to
come out of it: on which ¢ being Thursday, the wir became
so raging that one of our ships lo and re con-
strained to goe vp higher into the s, into
a goad harborough and ground 1 out,
and through the ewll weather, tempest, and da at was,

d twentieth of
to put ount: in the meane time wee sawe
vilde men that were fishi for mackerels,
reat store. Their boates were about 10, and the
“hildren,
a while, they came
ps. We gan

wee in the saude
the moneth, not being :
a great multitude of
whereof i
persons,

fine

varough till

hitsne

W

V n, Wi
ter they had hanted our comy
tarly with their boats to the s

ot our

kniues, combes, heads of glasse, and ather trifles of small ¢, for
which they made many signes of gladnesse, lifting their hands vp
to heauen, ng and singing in their bpates, These men may
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very well and truely be called Wilde, because there is no poorer
people in the world. For 1 thinke all that they had together, be
sides their boates and nets, was not worth fiue souce. They goe
altogether naked sauing their privities, which are couered with a
little skinne, and certaine olde skinmes that they cast vpon them.
Neither in nature nor in language doe they any whit agree with
them which we found first: their heads be altogether sanen, except
one bush of haire which they suffer to grow ypon the top of ther
crowne as long as a hors€ taile, and then with certaine leather
strings binde it in a knot vpon their heads. They haue no other
dwelling but their boates, which they turne vpside downe, and
ynder them they lay themselves all along vpon the bare ground.
They cate their flesh almost raw, saue onely that they heat it a
little vpon imbers of coales, so doe they their fish. Vpon Magda

lens day we with our boates went to the bancks of the riner, and
freely went on shore among them, wi

sweat they made many signs,
jpanies began to sing and

and all their men in two or three co
dance, sceming to he very glad of our ¢ They had caused all
the young women to fiee into the wood, two or three excepted, that
stayed with them, to ech of which we gaue a combe, and a little
bell made i tinne, for which they were very glad, thanking our
Captaine, rubbing his armes and breasts with their hands. When
the men saw vs gine something vnto those tl 1 stayed, it
caused al the rest to come out of the wood, to the end that they
should hauve as much as the others: These w ut twenty,
who altogether in a knot fell vpon our Captaine, touching and rub
bing him with their hands, according to their manner of cherish
ing and making much of one, who gaue to cach of them a little
Tinne Bell : : 5 . 3 .

VPFon the 25 of the moneth, wee cansed z
be made of the height of thirty foote, whi s made in the
presence of many of them, vpon the point of the entrance of the
sayd hauen, in the middest whereof we hanged vp a Shield with
three Floure de Luces on it,and in the top was carued in the wood
with Anticke letters this posie, Viue l¢ Roy de France. Then be-
fore them all we set it vpon the sayd point. They with great heed
beheld both the making and setting of it vp. So soone as it was
vp, we altogether knecled downe before them, with our hands
toward Heauen, yeelding God thankes: and we made signes vnto
them, shewing them the Heauens, and that all our saluation de-
pendeth onely on him which in them dwelleth: whereat they shewed
a great admiration, looking first one at another, and then vpon the
Crosse. And after wee were returned to our ships, their Captaine,
clad with an old ares with three of his sonnes, and a
brother of his with him, came vnto vs in one of their boates, but
they came not so neere vs as they were wont to doe: there he
made a long Oration vnto vs, shewing vs the crosse we had set
vp, and making a crosse with two fingers, then did he shew vs
all the Countrey about vs, as if he would say that all was his, and

1are g

aire high Crosse to
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Englishman tarried awhile in Gaspé Basin, and |

cher Says that

while there he burned che of grain hel to the Jesmts,

though he had promised in the capitulation not to disturb the re

ligious. It is evident that the Recollets are meant, for several

Recollet fathers were among the tives, and it is an interesting

referer

to their early presence in the Basin

the recovery of

in 1632, Riche-

liew offered the ( idian missi Capuchins, but, declined

by them, these were tendered to the Jesuits, and it was in that year

on Trinity Sunday t

Father LeJeune " and

he speaks of the contentment with

new

country after his long vovage. Here he found fishing vessels ‘from

Honfleur and Biscay and celebrated mass in their cabins. Father

Ieleune went on to Tadousac, but he sevms to have been stationed

> Gaspe coast, for in ¢ says the winter s so colid that

hans killed and ate a yvoung boy whom the Basques had left
n the langunage in 1635 speal 1t abund

of cod in “our great river at Gaspe

y36 that

«ventnally to become the Li want (Governor

King over all the countrv

Canso

ape Roster gan his labors for the development of the

coast and its openng to settlement. Hi mg activity on the coast

for more th; ty years seems to have been attended with :

from those whose co-operation he was en

severe losses from the adventures in the fishing,

ment

to find evidence that any permanent settl

by the French at any Gaspé point g this (

map of his explorations in New

France, dated 16 32,

mndicated

French settlements of the country with a flag, but there

coast all dur

is no flag on all Gaspe. And of the events alo

ing the supremacy of Denys we know little, himsel

4 ~t
wrote most its natural history, its fishing and but

only incidentally of the procession of happenings during his time,

Nicholas Denys came to Ca

fa with the Commander Razilly
soon after the treaty of 1032 ant 1

he seems to have settled on the

about 1636. His reside

ce was frequently changed.

even
the Percé fishir

N '
NIChol

vears, when he had become concerned wit

it does not appear that he settled in Gaspé. Wit

s brother Denys de Vitré.  Nicholas established a

fishing tion at Ross

10l which he exploited in partnership with

Razilly, and after the death of the latter he was appointed hy the
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Compz du Nouvelle France * Gouverneur cn toute letendue

de la grande baie Saint-Laurent et iles adjacentes & commencer
depuis le cap de Canseau jusqu’ au Cap des Rosiers " Ile then

established fishing stations at Chedebucto (Guyborough) and at

however,

St Pierre in Breton. His commission gave him trou

for Le Borgne, a Rochelle merchant, had obtained from the French

Parliament a concession of the same territory, from which he pro-

ceeded to drive Denvs out.  Sixty of L rgme’s men attacked

Denys at his house on Cape Breton, carrice off his workmen, and
pillaged his vessel, which was lpaded with merchandise Denys

himseli they carried to Port Royal and put in irons As soon

ed he made for France, and

48 he was re cturned m II',:!l 10
1

take possession of his posts, fortified w th a commis from the

King. Finally, to enable him to pay the large debt he had con

tracted through the ilure of his enterprises in the fishing, th

Government reassumed or resold his patent to the vast territory he

rave to his son, Richard Denys de Fronsae, the lan

controlled and

v and River, Richard afterward obtained the con

on Miramichi |

cesston af Percé and .u'\] NMNE territory

During all the years from 1632 the Jesuits had taken posse

of the missions. but we catch only occasional glimipses of thenw

ivities, We
at Percé and nearby in 1661, and that he followed in this field
Father Martin Lyonne. Denys says that there were twelve hundred
French fishing vessels along this coast and in Newioundland in

her André Richard was on the coast

know that [z

1650. It was about 1670 that the Government ¢ maented to the

ts. Richard Denys invited their presence :

return of the Recol
Percé, and F

sent here by their superior. Whether they came together or in suc

de Thune wers

thers Hilarion Guesnin and Exuperius

the work abandoned by the

cession, they were the first to take ug

Recollets fifty years before. No progress had been made in the

settlement of the country: it was a wilderness, and

mission was to the four or five hundred Gaspesian Indians :

ne number of French fishermen. Thus it was when

arly the s:

Chrestien LeClercq arrived at Percé, on the 27th of October, 1

to take the mission. lLeClercq repaired at once to the home of

Pierre Denys, on ( and wholly at loss for means

of commiunicat

ion with the Indians, set himself to acquire their

ge, spending his first winter with them in the camps at the
id waters of the rivers. It is to him that we owe the interest

Nouvelle Relation de La Guaspesic (1601), which has depicted with

4
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of ln-ing on a mountain of too difficult access, stands at present .xll
alone, the sacred monument of our Christianity. The sacrile
Ithazar, who in olden times in the nudst of a feast profaned
sacred vessels of the Temple of Jerusalem, making his courte
1s and concubines drink from them, were the same that these
Heretics committed, who amidst their horrible deb
night, drank from our chalices bumpers to the healt :
of Orange, whom they blessed, hurling on the contrary a thousand
imprecations against their legitimate King. e commander, in
order to be as disting guished by his impiety as he was by his position,
] i est of our chasubles, and hy
menaded on the be .
| on )u\ cap, and obliged his com-
"'n‘ words, to pay him the same
a .ln ln- render 1 the most solemn
went of the Altar At last
with wny as extraord
o was extravagant and wmnable in all its
stances Ihey took the crowns of the Holy Sacrament
the Holy ; and placed them on the head of a sl
tied the laid it on the co ~u‘1’;ll-~‘| Stone
of the «l it in de riston «

Sacrifice ving to G

an os-

vain as it was ridic
r monstrance fastent
panions, using a thousand dis
mors and reverences that tl
the Mo
these impie

eps ?Il\‘}

1, over l
) e to the four corners
which was quickly reduced to ashes. So also did
that of our Mission in the [sle of Bonaventure, doomed
to a like de stiny, after they had broken the imz all the
I can by the
¢ t I make you of + dlis-
asters hoy ply 1 was I, when, on the very where had
been the High Altar of our church, T found still there the carcass
of the sheep which had served as the victim of that aboniinable
us men.  Outraged and penetrated with
grief thus to see al Crasses ¢ »f this Mission hacked into piece
r overthrown, I at o 1 the resolution to re-establish
principal ones; this | succeeded in doing with the kind help of
the inhabitants, who applied themselyes to this holy work with a
iety and devotion which exceeded even the fury and rage that

Her had displaved in destroying them. But al my dear
[uxl,u'l. | great cause to believe, and | fear indeed, that they
will suffer ain the f results of a Second attack from' the
SWOrn enem f our holy Religion, because two days after the erec
tion of these Crosses, that is to say on the tenth of September,
we were obliged to quickly cut our cables and spread fail at the

t of seven hostile ships, which gave chase to us in a strs
manner, but from which we happily at last escaped by favor ;
night. during which we beheld with grief all the habitations ot
the Little River [Gaspé Bay] on fire. God knows in what per-

said)
New
of

great sabr

at the sin

ornaments
SOrrow you

dle

sacrifice of those
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plexity and inquictude we
sail

istance from the Isle

which we needed to ¢

and besides that, in want of
of fresh water, in a word of everything th
and difficult a vovage as is that from Cz
last Our Lord in | 1
and particularly from the privateer of
seized our ve stripped us of everything, and after having de-
\ r or five hours on board his ghip, <ent us bg
on our vessel after many menaces and much ill-treatment; and

mercey livered us

1 us only

two days | being again pursued by another I, we dis
£ a8 I >

[sle Dien [D'Yeu], where we st cast

and from which place 1 u this

misfortunes of our
Isle Percée. Meanwhile remember me in vour Holy

s, and believe me for all eternity your

to von more fully

in 1711 that Hovenden Walker and

armada from Doston out against Quebec, and it was in Gaspé Day

chor wi

fecling their way pilotless through the

was on the Egg Island that the storms of these

g

carful loss of life, making an end

with

ms.  Une at e

m Cape d'Espoir

s rapidly on this coast without other record than the

the fisheries. The crisis b

veen the French and English

claims was approaching, and, foreseeing it, Beauharnois, the Gov-

ernor-Lieners

propased to the Mlnistry in 17435 to effect an

establishment at Gaspé while a few years later (1756) Montcalm

complained that the English had already entrenched the

there and urged that a French fleet be sent to drive them out

Indeed the English had already a fort on the spot, and the French

were too late

\fter the subversion of the French rule, went on
more T Nicholas Cox, Licutenant-Governor of Gaspé, re-
ported 1777 that there were one hundred and s four y
sons living at Gaspé, Upon the accomplishment of the American

Revolution loy:

families from the States sought new homes in

this cow

| M. Rouillard, in a pamphlet issued by the Com
missioner of Colonization,* states that General Haldimand detailed

Capt, Justus Sherwood to explore the Bay Chaleur and

the region

I select the most suitable k for settlement

n duns les Comtés de Temiscouata, Rimouski, Matane,
pé, 1800

Bonavetiture,
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pped in the
1 the

cnt D)
10ds of the business did not materially alter, as

barkation on the French coast till anchor was
] ports. With th f
hing folk the me

r still o

beginning of pe

cnt setticr

ended on the shipmasters who came out from

1

France. In the 1700 the settlements were gradually attained,

bringing with them the storing of fish ashore till convenient
transportati could be had and s's dream of a successful
pesche sedentaire was realized annotated translation of
Denys’s work by Professor W. F. Ganong has re ly been pub-
lished Champlain Society

We

the time of the coming of the organizer and syndicator of the

verv slender records of

ness on the coast till

Gaspé fishing, Charles Robin, in 1766, A prac ¢ master

o1 Lasy

ice in the Robin estal

peri

ment, uwpon reading Denys's account, assures me mulatis

mutandis, that is, due allowance being made the

s now Canadian and not Trench, the methods and

now are cssentially those of two hundred

ind that time has found hittle to add to efficic

15 the business of the

wches well covered with bbles; as free

from sand as possible, and to see that
| removed all debris. With the

'l as now, and with the

out all weeds

hooks and with

codd was taken

the same shaped pew. At

pitet fro the

the splitting table built were the trancheur, decoleur and

from the same shaped barrow by the

picquenr, supplied with

same shaped boy. The

litters with knives of the ancient pattern

still grasp the

by the “ears ™ for decapitation

time-honored movement disembowel it and push the livers

hole in | with another cut out

to drain

in the sun, an incenst

parfumeric of the devil,

the cod heads

appalling and stu

when action withorities toward abating the

ver the matier ta compel
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It is going on three centuries since the splitters at their table
stood in half-barrels with their aprons running down outside. In
describing the work at the splitting table Denys says amongst other
details :

The decoleur “pushes the cod on to the dresser, who takes it
by the ear with a mitten that he wears on his Ieft hand, otherwise
he could not hold it firmly, places the back against a wooden rod
the length of the cod, two fingers thick and nailed opposite to him
on the bench to hold the fish steady and prevent it from sliding in
its fat during the operation.”” The decoleur still wears the ntitten
and the table still has the wooden rod.

As then so now the fish are laid head to tail and salted, are

arranged on the flakes, grouped en mouton at night and in pile on

the beach, The spruce flakes on a wéll-constructed beach are
now as they were then, though the boughs with which they were
overlain are now being driven out by wire uetting;* and the mow
shaped piles on the beach are sometimes thatched with gaff cod
laidd tail upward, but more often with birch rinds, or in heavy

weather with sail cle

. as in the old days

In fact, throughout Denys's description the proc

regarded as es al to making good fish. The ge ve
referred to find a slight difference in the mode of drying the fish
then and now, and suspect that the old way may be the best. Now
the fish are spread on the flakes flesh up and thward evening turned
skin up for the night. Then they were laid skin up first, turned
flesh up later in the day and then again turned skin up for the
night. The old process involved another turning, but gave the skin
a chance to dry first, and the back must be thoroughly dried in all
well-cured cod.

The changed conditions of the coast today of course have made
the final stages in the packing for shipment wholly different than

formerly. Now the fish are packed in tubs and drums containing
one Portuguese quintal of one hundred and twenty-eight pounds
for the Brazil markets. in casks of four hundred and forty-eight

1

* The intraduction advance in th

curing of the fish as it is

is regarded a

ess liable to harbor the multitude of flies which ure

attracted by the fish during the first days they are on the finkes as well

as {0 damp weather,




M1

upon the coast

wce for all future

along this lin ['he firm name has changed with time, but till 1886
in & Co, rm C. Robin & Co.,
Ltd A few vears later (G nalgamated with the old

firm and the title became The ( »s Rohin-(% Co,, Ltd. Up

Wwas

s time the ca

of the business was all in Jersey, and the

transaction

fishing was carried out
i Collas & Whitman of

. Robin-Collas

n across the sea

the company, and the

with headquarters at with the

r. Dolbel rémark hut t sar hundred Wor gt g wl ca 15 a
it t innovaticn and heing shipped by o steamer puts the fish on the
market mnck roin tl eSO AN WAS USt w the old stel f
shapping i bulk mall ailin [5 18 fron 1 wnd e

windred two thousand five hundred quintals, sailing late in September and

often arriving till November
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rth « attention. The “ Hope™ had Qtls. 1400 fish on
was to take Otls. 200 more the next day & sail

in a few days. They (
in 1o take everything
“DBee." She was 1

* the Ax

for Lishon
Privateers) sent her off the 13th and
of the stores i
ged & was g

2ricans camnie to our

1 on boar
oing off the 15th; after which

Habitation to take me away,
it before mistrusting it — how
aring, viz; His Maje

dep:
but I had fled to the woods the n
ever that morning three ships appe
Y Hunter " and * Viper,” and Mr. Smith’s ship *

jesty's ships
enture '—
here the first and fired at them, on their approach the
took in their Privatcer all the dry goods they could
edd a little quantity (a third
1 Id not come at they had f
s which they put on board, but
11 were oblig leave them be
and ammumtion ich [ did not expect,
t leave the sl i it setting her on fire
ving been taken since at Restigouche so that | hay

the latter v

Americans

le on th

1 my

gouls to a which bartered with the Indians for canoes

for their es I am to pay %% salvage on the Bee" I'he

‘Hunter * and “ Viper " were ing in Gaspé but being informed
H L} 5

here tl
retake the * Hope.” Capt.
110 I one of his
dee ' i¢ in ballast with

tch at nigh

ready

mton of Percé of the Privateer bein
however ey were ton late
& e

our protection e
on board in the day time w
z the shore

1 he
ter men cons
when there are
1o join them in case

I keep fou |

.‘«hw

Crar

but they don't
ng on board."”

ent themsel

Nervousness and anxiety are written large all through this very
disconnected letter, but the times had indeed becotme nerve-wracking

for one whose argosies were all on this coast, Very soon again he

of mor¢ trouble

ou to collect fish — was
of 2 guns & 26 swivels with

Priv: and sank the
I \ took another shallop belor the pl
which shallop has since been retaken by H. M

iy by Am. P

ish which they put in

ing

gmg t
ship

St. Peter
the Privateer escaped. Altho there are armed ships of war sta-
tioned in the Gulf, these small Privatcers find means to be alon
the shore

The “ Bee” is still fully manned & you may be persuaded we
shall do our utmost to defend ourselves and property — these are
very embarrassing’ times and heavy ¢
shou! S NO more a f

habitants being all

L) "]l"ll my W¢e a
Englishman, the in-
Americans

lers, this
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“ Vessels to call at Falmouth for orders & how to proceed in
case Jersey should be taken,” [War with France was then immi-
nent. |

Jefore the season was over his apprehensions got the best of
Robin and he returned to Jersey where he remained till the summer
of 1783. In April of this year he gives a letter of instructions to

Capt. George Neil of the brig " Paix " for his gui

ce on arrival

at Paspebiac, telling him among other things to “ plant potatoes

and May peas,” and he himself reached Paspebiac June 14th. Soon

after he writes that * war has impoverished this coast amazing

and complains that the Restigouche savages had broken into his
store at Trocadiguess (Carleton) and had stolen all they could
take off.

Whatever may have been the methods adopted by Robin in his
previous business in dealing with his employees, this year 1

783,
with the renewal of his enterprises on the coast, he introduced the
“trock-system "' then in vogue in Newfoundland. This was pay
ment to the fis f

ermen for fish taken, half in cash and h:
from the company's stores. Doubtless this practice and its abuse

m goods

laxd the foundation for the severe aspersions that have at times

been made

on the relations of the employers to fishermen,

for the cash must of necessity in large part be spent in the company

store, thus the company’s talent was returned to it with usury. The
credit for goods led to advances to the men which in many cases
made them almost serfs to the establishment, though by this prac-
tice of advances the company was certainly the loser. For ninety-
nine years this system was maintained in the Robin establishments
and still Jater in some of the other concerns

Charles Robin retired from the fishing in 1802 a very w

Ithy
man. When the Abbé Ferland was writing in 1836 he made some
comments on the he

mode of administration of Robin business

which had then become the historic procedure. Charles Robin was

then dead and the heads of the house were his nephews. 1 pre

sume Ferland's account a faithful as it certainly is an interesting

picture of the conduct of the business.

“ Neither of the owners,” he says, “resides on the property.
The head of it [Philip Robin] travels in France and Italy; thence
by letters communicates his plans and orders which are carried
into effect by the Jersev resident [ Jacques Robin]. Tn Gaspé the
business is conducted by six commissioners placed two by two
[presumably at the three large establishments, Paspebiac, Grand
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vessels brought two hundred families in July, 1784, and returned for
three hundred families more and in view of this impending invasion
Robin appeals w Governor Cox to leave enough land for the use
of the fishermen " whose benefit is immense not only in peint of
introducing wealth in the Kingdom but also in contributing to the
British Marine in a very great measure, since it is allowed by all
persons that after the coal trade the fishery makes or nurses up
the most seamen,”

Repeatedly his request was urged upon Governor Cox and two
vears later we find him writing to the Hon, John Collins, Quebec,
13T

iis views of what shottld be done to improve the condition of the

e of the fisheries of Gaspe.
st

uces at present about Otls, 50,000 fish

> great

inhabitants and picturing

“This bay,” he s ther with Gaspe and the whole ¢

n the two |
and about 1,000 Tierces salmon.”

Referring to Ferland’s statement about the gaudily dressed fisher-
maids forced by Mr. Robin's administration into unwelcome luxury
1

Mr. Tardif comments, * Judging from the inventory books of stocks

m those days ! should be sorry for the "grand people of the fau-

swders for cloth were for molten and

bourgs of Quebec” for all t

molten being a heavy blue flannel used largely for smocks.™

o
5

An interesting note from Robin’s letters is the following under
date of Aug. 12, 1783; “ The Guernsey men have settled at Grande
Gréve." These early settlers on the Grande Gréve coast must have
been independent fshermen selling to the Robins, for no establish-
on that shore til! 1798 when the Janvrins

ment

¢ busin now conducted by the Wm. Fruing Co. Ltd.,

Grande Gréve as a center with a considerable number of
st.

[ hayve not attempted to give an)
petitors of the Robin interests which have developed on the coast

stations along the

ails in regard to the com-

during the past half century. Of the Hymans, IeBoutilhier Bros.,
the LeBoutilliers, Marguand & Co., Valpy & Le Bas, The Perce

Fishing Co., C. Biard & Co., some have gone and some remain.

It is common conviction on the coast often expressed that the fish-
ing is not as good as it was in bygone years, that the cod are fewer
and the bait scarcer, but in old Denys’s story of the fishing during
the half century ending with 1672 there are occasional growls over
scarcity of bait and if one considers how the fishing stations have
multiplied on the coast and how many more men are employed in
the business than ever before, then it is but natural that the share




won
more

mater




Tue Prace Names

Many of the older locality names of ln~['\: have gone through
g All the early names
were those of the French occupation :ml several of them, like Cap
Chat, Cap
Chat was named for de Chaste or de la Chate, Champlain’s Digppe

Rosiers and Percé, date to Champlain's time. Cap

patron who brought him out on his first trip, and without prejudice
to its original signi

1ds on the

icance it €

dated 1660, as Promontorium felis; Percé is the Insula per,
2ars before: Cap (

furt n, while

and had been thus designated for many
or Battery Toint at Percé is Promont
d'I'lwpuif or l)n"-rul sir (and it has lvllr
though Abbhé Ferland thinks the latter the
original form) is montorivn spei, the Cape of Hope, d'Espoir.

been written both ways,

more likely to be the

The French names are in priority entitled to survive their Eng-
lish translations. The French sailors and fishermen have distributed
names openhandedly along the coast to every projection and cove,
some of these derived from fancied resemblance of form |
1iff at Shiphead, La Vieille while
incident to their discovery like Cap aux Os, where whalebones were
found at its foot, L'Anse au Sauvage, beeause the home of a Mic-

« the

it stood, others from associations

mac family, L'Anse au Beaufils, commemorating some stepson whose
name and career are forgotten; names which are the expression of
the bested sailor’s hope or despair, like Cap Bon Ami, d'Espoir and

many which have been suggested by natural features, Cap Rouge,

Jaune, Chien Blane, Cap Blanc, from the color of their rocks,
a-rolante, from the slope of the mountain surface. Gaspé
itself, said to be derived from the split chif at Cape Gaspe, is an
Indian word in French dress. whiclt makes it all the more singular
that there should be another Gaspé in Quebec, a land patent taking
its name from the patentee, Audebart Gaspé, a patronymic still
extant and well known.

The corruptions of the old French place names by the English are
on cvery hand, and the transformations are of no recent date. If
there are any outward and visible expressions of indifference on
the part of the English inhabitants toward the French it is seen
most palpably in their treatment of the old names. Where trans-
lation has been practicable it has been effected, but otherwise the
[66]
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original name has been corrupted first in sound

It has been metamorg

hosed by the expression of

spelling, maki s which are perpetuated today

corrupti

Baie des Molues* or Codiish

waps. Malbay was Moiue Bay

Bavy,; ( Cove, L' AAnse au Gris-fonds, taki

1 g its name from
the sandy bottom, not from any griffon which English imagination
1
h

us accredited to the spot. Oiten the English residents (1 do

not mean to include the Jersey and Guernseymen whose disposition
is to conserve the French) even decline the attempt to give the
French accent to a French name. Meeting an English woman on

the road at G Basin 1 asked her to direct me to the portage

road, the only wway from the York to the Dartmouth,

1g back

T'hé potash road?” she said, *“ oh ye

not the mill.” ( m the Dartmouth t miles from the
Basin 1 Cousins ; among the English it is very unts
and Cousins. At the end of Point St Peter is a little flat 1 of

1 known to the French as Pl
y it is Plato Island,
essness of a ---'[-1]’.’. Hat Island.

Perhaps the most striking instance of this transference

house an

an island bearing a |

Island but on some of the I

[sland and even, by patent care

WISE=

quent |

re

i& the Cap aux Os on th
In Sir Wi, Log gical reports of

this region dating back to 1844 and in those of some of his suc

— t]1¢ (-"J[ll ol gr'-»l

sors the yl.

is spelled Cape Otisean, bad French for Cape
On most of the English maps of the present, and in atlases like the

Century and Rand and McNally's it is »vmjvh and phonetically Cape

Ozo, meaningless and almost intenti indifferent to its origin
Now I find the same name in the English mouths rapidly deg

ing into Cabovzo. In the days of Nicholas Denys (7asne

T'he Little River " as contrasted to the great river j
arrow Farillon, Now Little River is away up the «

real necessity for the Little Gaspé peninsula is al

Cape ’Espoir. The m

h we | ¢ been

using as
eady forgotten hy

the peaple living on it, though it was well enough known to Ahhé
Ferland in 1836 and Faucher St Maurice in 1876. The name
Penouil by which the Gaspé Bay was long ago known is still in use
among the French. It was the Bay of the Peninst

, Penouil being
a Basque term which was applied to the sandy bar at the head of the
ay which is now known as Peninsula.

*Molue is old French for morue, cod; molue is derived from mole, a
bank, as the molue is a bank-fish.




BoxaveNTURE IsLasD

Iy Settlement — The

Old 5 — Gannet Chirs

The way to sge B ture Island, and one

pass it by

and have se ted witl its

1 Gaspé, 1s first to tramp it, get ace

ol

hospitable peaple, its wooded bluffs and red rocked shore, und catel
a glimpse of its maryelous bird cliffs, then to cruise about it and
get the bird cliffs in fuller and more

view

Bonaventure is about three miles I 1 somewhat narrower,

with a surface sloping down from the north to a rocky shore at

ndred and fifty or more years
ted a Bis

venture who was catching six thousand cod a day, and since the

the southwest. Two h ago Father

fisherman on Bona

Enjalran stopping off at Percé vi

date of permanent settlement of the county there has been a fishing

on the little western patch of beach where at an early day
shment was at Grande

stati

located the Janvrins whose head estab

we

Greve.  About it is clustered the remains of the diminutive original
seftlement, and thence along the bit of road which runs to the south

are t ater comers, two or three dozen all told. Bonaventure

its mission as early as Percé, and its little church St (

burned by the Boston “ corsairs " in 1600, like St Peter's at Percé.
Here was the home of Captain Duval, privateer and frechooter
during the French war of one hundred years ago. Alongside the
) «l and fifty years old,

-ather heaten and patched outside,

fishing station stands a re one |

the Philip. Mauger h

ality of the best the

warmly inviting within, infu
' lover of the guaint;

s a spot to d

island can give. He

sons of and equipped with the

the home of sailors and ti
-3 on the mantel aver the

things that sailors love; Staffordshire i

fireplace, a gold lustre jug or two on the shelf wnder the fwmily
i of English Davenport and willowware
lent

ires, a cupboard f

six quart Sunderland sailor’s pitcher, resples

sheen, its sailor’s mottoes and picture

potters, the " New Brudge

marvel to c

at Sunderland, 1708

Above the mantel hangs

land device in white glass, the s all-

Newcastle or Sunde )
ing pin, decorated with sailor’s mottoes in the same style as the

or's heart

Sunderland jugs — an ornament solely, but dear to the sz
— hung suspended from the wall by ribbons attached to its two

[68]







f

oonave

handles. [ only a part of the interior of the
house, the hen nto  which enters  fr th
I and which extends the full h of the buildi: the

rlor to the left and the smaller dining-room far

behind at the remote corner, but faney pictures

the rooms, all on the ground, given over to relics of a former

time. Here 5 a glimpse of the house worth recording. When
1 . me tl
and probably down to make way for a

to be soon abandoned

saw it M

the mvisible hand death has

th 1

he house and the now been abandoned for a New

York city flat

Close upon this venerable house stands another, the

home of Mr line, and his till he deserted

the Great Divide
vithin,
father, a vener

the channel and then acr

when 1 first saw it, neat and attractive

le sailor who in

dainty wife and a reminisce

his early days had brought over from Sunderland another of those
£

HButli house must  be

{ e s \\\‘Tk may ['.“i

nd, among the scat

ce if he

along the scaward

bush which enable him to push his

wl fir

cliff edge. Among the inevitable spruce

casional open patch and in August the pepino berries are ripe and

to his hand if he fancies their musty taste. Climbing ever higher

he « s out at length to where the seérried ranks of water fowl
In seaward face of the The cliffs o

ight of four hundred feet and on the suc

nearly flat red rocks the birds sit in ranks at a tion, save for the

sy sentinels forever hovering above them. Perfect rest and eter

tol shot into the air obliter

motion are here combined, but a pi

se and a shrill

ates all of the former and a cyclone of pluny

iteries run all along the ledges. These are tl reding

chorus of o

laces of the gannets, and they are here in thousands, The gulls and
= :

cormorants at Percé, it is said, are no longer as numerous as in the

the coast, but here at Bonaven-

hold

old davs when men were fey

- on

where man seldom resorts, the birds s

ture and at Bo

their old number




the water is
faca

, theretore,

who beats about the island by sail — sometimes a tricky undertaking

with the crossing currents, but comfortable enough when st

one familiar with these waters







GASPE STORIES AND LEGENDS

Ogress of Bonaventure Island — Virtues of Alca — Little Prisoner
of Percé—LeCleveg's Expedition to the Indians of the

Cross— Mira
and D

- Marguerite — Creation

Gaspé Flea

I'uue OGRESS OF DONAVENTURE [SLAND

When one 1

stumbled over its re

s sought out all the attractions of Bonaventure, has

its thickets, watched

| pebbly rocks, threaded

nself with its kin let him

its bird cliffs; and acquainted

not think that the present holds all the wonders af this

larming

spot. In the days when Lescarbot wrote his history of New France,
it was the home of the Gou-gou

Gossipy narrator of the events of Cartier's, Roberval’s a

plain's voyages, Lescarbot tells of leaving T

and arriving at Perce, e he

been back into the co
Whatever this mi

have beer

played su

vert was

m his

when knees reached more

, G5 dJown on
| than half a foot 102 st seen the Gou-gou,
too. ILescarbot had | i the Go 1 SAVS as one leaves
the St Lawrence going south to he Bay of Chaleur there is an

sland wher It has the form of a i

who is a pe great that

11
411

her waist,

¢ masis «

The Indians were

where she was and now

and again even

strenuous
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would catch the sav:

:5 and eat them, or if she did not happen

to be hungry would put them in an enormous pocket which she
wore about her and consume thenm at her leisure. This was a very

big pocket inde

I, larger than any has been known to have

ce, for those who have managed ¢ from the Gou-gon s

that it was larger than Lescarbot's ship. She makes awinl and
fearsome noises, and the Indians were so afraid of her that they
and
v to

trembled when speaking about her. Laots of them had seen her

the Sieur DPrevert himself had passed her demesne on his wa
find his mine, and had heard her strange and terrifying bruit, and
his. Indians had been so frightened thereat they hid themselves,

fe

wring she would come to carry them off,
Lescarbat had satisfied himself before he met the Sieur Prevert
at Percé, that the story was probably the result of somebody’s bad

the ¢t

stion and moralizes a bit oyer

with which anyone may

conjure up a Gou-gon when an unwelcome task lies before him.
But when the Sienr solemnly retold it with so much circumstance
and added a cock-and-hdll yarn about his copper mine where he
claimed the metal was naturally reduced by the rays of the sun and
ran down the mountain side, and supplemented this with his amaz-

constructed Indians. the his after due

orian and Cha

comsider 1 of Prevert’s statements, came to the concluston that he

was a liar

at's what one gets for promoting mines in (Gaspe.

Tuae Vmives or ALca

The
birds—1

ea cliffs of Gaspé and its isles are the homes of myriads of
)

on - Ami, the Percé Rock and the walls of Bonaventure are

and eéver have been the nesting places of unnumbered thousands

of gulls and cormorants, gannets and guillemots. 1 have seen the
Tuz

sses a stone over the Bon Ami cliffs or the red walls of Bona-

in the Cape Rosier Cove white with gulls, and if one

venture his reply is a whirl of feathered outery and remonstrance.
Farther out in the Gulf on the Magdalen and the Bird Islands the

numbers of these birds must be as great as when the white man
first came to the country. In those days the Great Auk, the Alca
or Plautos impennis, was an important element in the bird census
t £T
tion generations 7
fishermen. De |

wl driven to extinc-

of the co:

ungamly flightless gare f

go because it could not escape the clubs of the

ux deseribed the incredible number of the




Stories and Legends ~3

birds on this coast, and gave a picture to show the abundance
wvages took them( Historia Cana

11

g

of the creatures and the way the

hese birds look like gulls, but n 5, unless they

lensis, 1664, 1
andd unable to fly, would

ul quietly by and take the

dealt them in his picture. The young gull with its grey
15 of Iz

and the

r size than its paren

fluffy plumage often se

fishermen on the coast, who spurn an old gull for food, are fond
of the young ones.

Paul Juvenacus, of the Society of Jesus, a distinguis
by its own merit among Canadians, says De Creux, and * who has

1ed name

accomplished things to the glory of God,"” observed two rocks in the

mouth of the Great River, one round and the other square, “ placed

by God the Lord in the midst of the waters,” so covered with birds
from top to bottom that they resembled a dovecote; so numerous
indeed were the birds that they suffered themselves to be trod on
and unless one directed his steps cautiously they would by rising in
sudden flight overwhelm him ; indeed they would even overturn the

very boats. This was the Insula Voluerum, the Bird Rocks of the

Magdalens.
Whatever the birds were which De Creux included under the
creatures of such

term Alea, it is well to know that there were e
virtues found on the coast. I am of the conviction that the Great

1

v because

Auk alone is intended by our author’s account, not merely
he termed it Alea, but his description seems to justify the infer
ence. It is the same bird that Denvs called the penguin. He speaks

acted into

of the Indians hunting them after the old snow had comg

h before the

ice. The other birds are migratory and are off

snows arrive, but these they caught in nets, knocked them over

ising it over

with sticks, a child could take one, catching it by ci
the snow, so hampered were they by their own clumsy weight

One would hardly believe that the claw of the hind toe of this
Alca was stored with marvelous virtues. Ground up fine and

mixed with the liquor expre

1 from hilies, or a little Celtic nard,

it formed a wondrous item in the Gaspesian pharmacopeeia, It

rly efficacious

cures epilepsy and palpitation of the heart, is singu
in palsy of the ring-finger, trembling of the palm of the hand, and
titillation of the left auricle. It is used with very satisfactory re-
sults in skin diseases, for varicose veins, flatulence, pleurisy, diar-

rhoea, black bile, vertigo, weeping eyes, foul humors, dullness of

the head, and convulsions of the legs. For worms and colic pains it




74 Sketches of Guaspé

possesses remarkable efficiency. The fishermen of the coast who
slaughtered the creatures to extinction should have been well forti-
fied against human ills. It is humanity’s misfortune that the homely
fowl is no more, and now the market price of Auk's eggs has gone
up to $18,000 a dozen

Tue Lirrre PrisoNer or DERCH

In 1661, when André Richard was the Jesuit missioner on the
Gaspe coast, the Gaspesians were only a small band of barba

not more in number than the French fishermen who were to be

found each summer at Perce, perhaps four or five hundred souls.
Few as they were, outbursts of pure
among them. An Indi

cultured white n

Avagery were not ll.fl'v:‘ﬂ,‘.h‘n{
1 conld not slake his thirst for blood, as the
does, by the sl

ghter of wild game whose
death was necessary for his life rather than a gruesome and un-
wholesome accessory to his happiness, Another tribe was his nat-
ural enemy, an attack on it required no other excuse

All during that winter of 1661 the young men of the tribe, eag

1st the

for diversion, had urged in the Councils an expedition agai
Montagnais whd lived on the north shore of the Great River. The
father tried vainly to dissuade them, and with the

pring they

ceeded to put their designs into effect.

[ was with them,” says Ifather Richard, “ and testified to them
of the grief I felt at their thoughtless enterprise, for I did not doubt
that t

v would attack and kill the first peoplé they encountered
beyond the Gulf withont taking care to find ot whether they were
friends or enemies.” They spurned his pleas and off they went in

two shallops they had bought from the French fist Guided

by @ superstition, a at the

se, they

m Or an imj
mercy of every omen which their childlike intellects conld draw
from' their natural surroundings, They were careful not to wet

d, other-

themselves in launching, nor to run the shallops on the sa
wise their expedition would fail from the

and indeed they

had not been long gone when one of their leaders recalled some

order given by ane of his relatives when dving d with his crew

rivé du fam-

abandoned the enterpr
beau de

nuit pour le jour et la folig et la sattise pour

“Ouand quelqu'un est

Foy, il prend aisement les t pour la lumiére, la

" exclaims

the Father.

At length the remaining sl ched Anticosti, and, passing

on toward the Mingan islands, perceived a canoe shoot out from one
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of them. At once they gave chase, maki

was friend or foe, enough that it contained human beings, t

they were seeking. The canoe contained a man, a woman, a girl

and a boy, returning irom a hunting expedition on ti Mingans,

and people of the tribe of the Papinachiouekhi, who lived up the

St ¢ Montagnais, Armed with the whi

awrence just beyond t

man's arquebnses, the Gaspesians pulled their guns and let fly a

volley which killed all except the little boy, a child of seven, and
him they wounded sorely. Scalping their victims and taking the

wounded boy into their shallop, they set about, flushed with the

same pride that imbues « heart of king, president and priest at
With shout and halloos

ctorious return known to their tr

the murder of a helpless deer or salmon

they made their esmen waiting

the river whence they had sailed And

on the banks o as they

approached the land wce they threw before them into the water

the scalps they had taken and with them the little prisoner wounded

as he was and who might better have been left to drown than to suffer

tortures reserved for him by

his rescuers. As though he had

was torn about,

fallen among

om one to
But at last

Irew a knife from

another, even though he had four bullets in hi

being made over to the chieftain’s wi

her bosom, plunged it through the chi arm forced him

to sing as the knife hung there.  No whimper or came from

the little stoic, but

15 sufferings he bore with fortitude. Vainly

did the sympa fishermen try to get him ay n his bloody

captors, and and reprod

that they would ne

15 “children i
went to Percé, Father Richard following still in

m a promise
Off th

of getting possession of the prisoner There

fishing fleet_dressed his wo . taking three |

me in his shoulder wl

head ar

and leaving one in

But the boy s no sign of his intense suffering save

edure, Quietly watching

ither Richard baptized the boy and then saw with

1 laid

his opportunity

canoe for removal to

feelings of extreme regret the

some other place. Seecking out the chieftain’s wife he brought to
bear upon her all the arguments he could command and all the

fulminati

he given to |

15 of the chureh to gain her consent that the dying boy
sdded z

the priest

She

il the council of the chiefs agreed

to the rans

m pr

The tender nursing of the

Father brought the o life and he W to strength again,
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happy so long as he was among the Frenchmen at Percé but over-
whelmed with dread and apprehension at the sight of a Gaspesian.

Father Richard soon after returned to France and took the
boy aith him, but he says the lad never overcame his fear of the

savages or anyvthing that suggested the
1

One day walking through
mney-sweep and thinking him a
savage ran in terror into a shop to hide himself. In F

educated and sent fi

the strects of Rouen he saw a

ance he was

Hy to the Jesuit college at Clermont to at

last take his place ¢
pathfi

wong that body of devoted men who were the
lers in the New World.

LeCrERcO's WEARISOME EXPEDITION 70 THE INDIANS OF THE CROSS

Scon after his arrival in Gaspé 1675 Father LeCle

(| learned

. $

count

g southward in the

y of the Gaspe-
sians among whom the sacred symbol was <aid 10 b a eross.  This,

in the dedication of his Refation to the Princess d'

“pinoy, he has
said “they carve, and re

igionsly carry beneath their benches and

under their garments; it presid t their councils, in their voy

and in all the important business of the nation ; their cemeteries ap
pear more Christian than barbarian from the number of crosses

which they place on the graves. In a word, Ma
of

lame,” he adds,
‘they are the Athenians the New World who were rendering

their homa

+and adoration to the eross of a God to them unknown,

while the Princes of Epinoy and Melun were engaged

upon their
celebrated voyages to the Haoly Land with St Lonis and sur other
Kings of France.”

That the zealous priest should be consumed with eagerness to see

these people whom he christened the Portes-Croix, to learn what

he might of the origin of their sacred symbol and with a conviction

that among these the seed he had come to sow would surely find a
hospitable soil with promise of a rich harvest, was to be expected
It happened that in midwinter of 1677 he w:

1s at Nepisguit on the
south shore of Chaleur Bay and about fifty miles away from
Mir

Denys de Fronsac, son of the Nicholas of whom we have often

chi where these Indians lived, within the patent of Richard

spaken, One of these had been sent to Nepisguit hy the sagamno
t his people. As it happened that
an Indian and his wife were just then departing for Miramichi,

of the tribe to invite him to v

LeClercq decided to accompany them, nofwithstanding the season,
and the priest was to be further guided and provided for by

Hainault de Barbaucannes, a French settler on Nepisquit Bay. It
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3 //

was no great distance between the two points, but the priest fo und

trouble enough before him. e evidently expected that the

inp

would be a short onc or that game was to be depended on for exist
8 |

ence, for they took for p a couple doz

or six pounds of flour, three pounds of butter and a li

of

uuly which

leaked out the first day. With

on their backs and raquettes on feet tiey started off making pretty
guod pre for the first day, twelve or fifteen miles over the

they dug a h

SNOW ¢ feet deep in

the snow with their raquettes, and covering the bottom with branches

ing. never f

slept under the moon.  In the mon ra moment or under

extremest condition forgetful of his high mission, the journey
4 £

umed till a little sanctuary had been constructed of fir bou

and mass . 1 witl

not re

proper form and ceremony Then off

a short cut to Miramichi

they s

The whole country between the Nepisgnit and the Miramichi had

some years before been burned over, kindled by a lig

when the forests were extremely «dry, and that buried under

the snow, deserted of game and devoid of fuel, it was no place

exc 2w their tination and how to reach

t for passengers who |

it quickly Now in and out through these mournful solitudes

the little

tion, the snow falling furiou

no guide,

Party wan for ral vs, The v provision they had
made for ji 1ey was soon gone, with not left but a

handful of cornmeal which they boiled in a little snow water and

ongst them ¢

ch day at evening. The strength of the |

Ty

st failing, but onward or d on they

manlt leading

Ihey

i not retrace their steps. for the new snow had covered theit

con

tracks; and without where, “they went wherescever it

ple: d to lead " them

The snow ceased and a ¢ northeast wind blew in from off

the Guli; their food gone, only a pair of Ind

1 MOCCasins re

mained which Hainault boiled to n a thin soup, LeClereq had

fallen into a buried pit s 1 had been

| broken his raquettes an
precipitated over a cliff into the freezing waters of a brook up to

t. Starving

frozen, lamed and

his wal

weakness, the missio rejoiced in his sufferin

his eyes the example of St I t who died destin

alone in his little cabin.  On the seventh day they found a new ma

footprint of an Indian and rejoiced to think they were not from
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’
succor. Toward evening, while still dragging themselves slowly

forward, they were over by the Indian himself, who was able

to give them a little food for he had taken three partridges. Agaimn

they encamy

for the night and the hospitable say

ge would guide
them out of their difficulties if they would make proper return for
his services — he would like two dozen blankets, a keg of meal and
three of Indian corn, a dozen cloaks, ten guns with powder and
ball and numberfess other things. All this he demanded as a con-
sideration far putting them in the right way and conducting them

to his cabin little enough when starvation and death were the
alternatives.

'hat night they once more slept in the snow and with the early
morning started off without food, though the priest tarried so long

Jations

at his prayers that the savage suspected him of familiar r
with the Good Spirit and demanded that he tell him what game
they should get that day. The long argument that followed neces
sary to convince the Indian that the white man's God was some-

thing different than the god of his dreams and did not reveal him-

self thus to his children, took precious moments and the day was
getting on, but it was after all the main purpose rather to convince
the savage than to hasten to save his own life. Toward evening
ey made a pot of

le of hedgehogs, of which th

they caught a cc

soup, and at close of day reached the cabin of the savage. They

had found the end of their dangers though not yet the end of

their troublous journey

Here, however, the priest’s mission to the Porte-Croix Indians

began, for he found in the cabin high in the place of honor a cross

adorned with glass beads. It looked down upon the heads the

Indian’s wife and his concubine, and LeClercq, iinding in the situa-

y
00K

tion a fine opportunity for the inculcation of Christian precepts,
the symbol reverently in his hands and explained to the company
the

Conat

nificance of this cross and that it condemned the bigamous

on in which the Indian was living, and that he must either
renounce his concubine or give up his cross, The Tudian declared
that he would give up both wives and his children, too, rather than
lose his crass, which he had received from his ancestors as the eldest

)
son’s title of inheritance and which he honored as the symbol which

distinguished the Indians of Miramichi from all other tribes of New
I

ince,
It was only after another arduous journey over newly fallen snow
ched the resi

that Father LeClercq's little party finally re: nee of
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they were soon refreshed from the pamfi

There during

128 the

he preached the cross to these Indians

It has been said by later writers in expl: W the irka

presence of the cross in this tribe that rived

lescendants had
Recollets had

nrst mssy

it from the earlier French missionaries and

1Als origin m 10620

stabli

come 1o this p

Ihere may have been woner here bei

the settlements south in Cadie, but in so 1

the introduction of

Frenchmen could hi:

taken on the form of a LeClercq, seeking to elicit son

information as to its or the chieftam with havin

cetved it from some of his itnal predecessors, *“Ha! What!

said the sa in reply, “ Thou art a patriarch; thou dost ask u

to believe u tellest us, and thou refusest to believe w

we say to thee. art not yet forty y ol and 1t 15 only
two years since thou hast dwelt among the Indians and thou dost
pretend to know our maxims, our tra customis better

than our ancestors who taught them to us?

cvery l.) he ( do who is nx
venty years of age? saw the first ship
cauntry He has oiten told thee that the

irom foreigners ang

adition

lives were at least as long as his. 1 anst then infer that w

the French can

y in yiel to this argument here is
ntirely convince thee of the truth thou callest

st intellect since thon art a patriarch and

Fhou knowest that the

irom the Cape des Rosters to the Cape

ignorant that the Indians of the ouche are

nage with us

ng the sam

| compatriots, spes

leave them to come to us [hou hast instructe

by other m

hast seen the old people who were baptis

If then the cross is the sacred mark which distinguishes Chri

from infidels as thou teachest, tell us how it happens that th

archs would have @ us the use of it in ference

brothers of the Ris iche whom they baptized and who neverthe

*One hundred and fortythree years ald, if he had been bort the year of Cartier's arrival




3
Sk

tehes

less have not alwavs had the Chr t veneration like

n symbol 1

otir ancestors who never received this baptism.’

prising and mexjg it was to fnd a tribe whose

symbol of religion was the cross, vet its possessors seemed 1o
more amenable to the [Father's instructions than were the rest

of the ( It would seem that today the sagamo’s argu-

SPESTE

ment has no standing with ists (if they happen to know

1bol

of it) for such m

terions appe this simp

in early culture st

©s OF many peo

THE Mirace oF Care n'Espoir

The curve of the coast south of Pereé village ends in Cape Blanc,

ence onward runs the long shore of L'Anse a Beaufils, anglicé,
3 we Cove terminated

Lanse a Buffy, ending in L'Anse du Cap or C

at the south by the bold head of Cape ('Espoir Between Cape

1 Perc a stretch of water

d’'lspoir, Donaventure Island a

where, vecounts the Abbe Ferland, rémarkable pes

rmances have

fishermen of his

play of natural forges

taken place in the
. 1

still told mary hers before

15 tales of what they and their

them had beheld with their own eyes and in which they had been

a part.

in mountains, they chase and break over each other

sudden on these tormented waters appears a vessel

against the boiling waves. On the poop, on the fo’

in t shrouds, everywlhere are seen in the antique mi

garb of soldiers of another century. With foot resting on the bow

sprit and ready to jump ashore, a man,

superior officer, stands in the attitude of command. V

mbre

arm he points out to the pilot the

them; on his left leans a female fig

s dr.

wind whistles throt 1 the .'n.rl‘ngr,

I'he heavens are b

ssel flies like a

her rises an enormous wave, snatches her and
g cri

It

be heard, she is torn to pieces and melts

the v lart. A few seconds and it will break upon

s, among

carries her on toward Cape d'Espoir.  With pierc

which a female voice

mpest and the crashes of the thunder.

away in the bruit of the

silen ath lics upon the waters

The vision passes, and t

The vessel, the pilot, the strange equipment, the soldiers, the man
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of lofty bearing, the figure with the long white drapery have all
disappeared. The sun shines upon a calm and glistening sea. The
ripples lap the foot of Cape d'Espair.

In the Abbé's day and in the memory of older men still living
there still lay on this cape and high above the highest tide, the
broken skeleton of a vessel known to all the coast as the naufrage

anglais. In the chronicles of the coast it was looked upon as a
remnant of Admiral Walker's fleet of 1711 with which the tempests
played such havoe, as we have already recounted ; the heretics of to-
day say it is but the keel and ribs of a schooner laid down long ago
by the French on the high plateau of the cape and afterwards
abandoned.

MARGUERITE

When the stern and rigorous Roberval made his sccond voyage
to New France, in 1542, he brought out with him a large and some
unted the at

what mixed comp: In sa brilhant colors had he

tractions of the new domain to his countrymen, that not a few
gentlemen of estate with their ladies had been moved to cast their
fortunes with him in permanent settlement. Besides these were
soldiers to maintain the new military post up the Great River, and
also some convicts which their country could spare for servile labor
in the new settlements. Among the adventurers Roberval brought
his own niece Marguerite, accompanied by her chaperon, thinking
to let her see the land or perhaps to marry her to some settler of
substance and degree. It is quite probable that Marguerite was
in need of separation from her friends in France, for she was a
flirtatious «

noiselle and either quite beyond the control of her
duenna or clse the latter was very remiss in her duties.

The voyage was a long and tedious one, and the passengers had
time to fully acquaint themselves with one another, for there's still
no place where acquaintance is s0 casy as on the ocean. Mar
guerite, bubbling over with the gentle spirit of dalliance which has
got others into trouble as well as herself, became so involved with
a young Norman aboard, Galliard by name, that her imperious
uncle, though he could not then have left his own youth far behind,
taxed her with her frivolities, reproved her for her departure from
propriety and the conventions of deportment. But the effervescence

of girlhood was beyond restraint, and as the young woman stood

in no fear of her relation and much less of her duenna, her matters

of the heart progressed so rapidly it soon became evident that even
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virtue had been scarred. The commander, scandalized and indig-
nant, was just then swinging his vessels around from the Gulf into
the mouth of the Great River. 1Iis fury passed all bounds of sym-
pathy or reason, and his wounded pride sought out the quickest
and direst means of expunging the blot upon his name. Steering
his vessel straight for the land he swung to alongside a rocky islet
and on this blasted solitude, a dreary rock inhabited only by gulls
and comorants, he disembarked the fractious Marguerite with her
lover and duenna and a few bags of provisions. Grimly turning
his face upon her, he sternly read out the lesson of her sin, his
curse, her punishment; and thereupon set sail never again to rest
his eye upon her.

The romance of love was now beaten out, its glamour rubbed off.
The eternal rock, the storms, despair, suffering and death con-
fronted them. Relief was beyond hope. In the distance were the
blue outlines of the rocky mainland, but they were beyond reach
and uninhabited. From there no succor could come, and the power
remaining in themselves to effect salvation was nothing. The young
man, perhaps to atone for the misery he had caused, took one
desperate chance — the only one—knowing that almost certain
destruction must await him. Gathering together lopse bits of drift-
wood washed down by the river into the nooks of the rock, he
bound them together with long stalks of tangle, making a
little raft, not more than a float, and lashing himself to it by
the frail withes he cast himself mto the waves hoping to be carried,
with the aid of such propulsion as he could give, to the shore. He
never returned.  We may believe that the duenna was soon snatclted
away by deatly, for in the traditions of the coast it is said that two
years from the time the flinty hearted Frenchman abandoned his
niece in the forsaken spot, her fearful shrieks of despair drew

thither some passing fishermen who took her and her babe off

but only to yield her life soon after as a result of her fearful ex-
periences,

The fishermen say that still today in rough weather her cries can
sometimes be heard along the coast as the land winds whistle down
the deep ravines. This is an oft told and wandering tale, oftenest
located on some unknown island of Acadia or Newfoundland. It
varies in the telling but works well wherever the wind sighs and

screams
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vitoN avp Denvoe Myrn

A (

To the Souriquois, of whom the Gaspesians were a branch, the

Sun was the Supreme Deity.  Sun-worship still prevailed among
them when the Frenchmen arrived on their shores. It was the
Sun, therefore, who created all the Universe. Having made the

Earth hy his fiat, he caused the waters of the Earth to part asunder

and the land to appear. Then he divided the land into many pe

m of the land

by means of great and small lakes, and on each diy

he ¢ d first man and then woman, and for long vears they lived

1 the Earth., But at length they became mischievous and

and peop

did wick toward each other and their children, and even their
children slew one another, When the Sun beheld this he was filled
with grief and wept great floads of tears upon the Earth till the
1 all the lands even to the tips of t
tains and the whole surface of the Earth was drowne

hest mom
. The

habitants endeavored to save themselves from the terrific outpour in

waters covere

their bark canoes, but the winds overwhelmed them and they all

perished miserably save a few who had lived virtuous lives, whom

the Sun permitted to float in their cances till the waters subsided.

To these, as a consolation for the death of their friends, the Deity
gave renewed powers and long lives so that they might repeople
the earth

This is the fabric as given by Father LeClercq, less detailed than
the re-creation myth which follows, and freer of complications with
theols
of these primi

- but singularly harmonious with the worldwide folk stories

n development

¢ conceptions in o

Tar Myra or THE RE-CREATION

When the Earth had been drowned by the universal flood and
no life was left upon its surface Michabou the Gireat Hare was (in
the lore of the Gaspesians) the chief of the spirit world and the
builder of the new earth. With the spirits of which he was master
he floated over the boundless waters on a rait made of trees.  Seek

ing to find a grain of sand out of which to build a new earth he
commanded the Otter amd the Beaver to dive deep into the water,
if perchance they might find bhottom and bring back this remnant
of the drowned world, bhut it was in vain The Musk-Rat, moved

by a wish for the common goad, then volunteerer] to make the trial

and disappeared beneath the waters. Twenty-four hours afterward

he reappeared on the surface of the water, dead, But on examining
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his body closely a grain of sand was found clinging to one of his
feet. The Musk-Rat had | n his life to find the seed of the new
earth, Seizing this sand grain the Great Hare let it fall on the raft
of trees and immediately carth began to grow on the raft till it
cavered it all and still continved to grow, When it had grown to
the size of a mountain the Great Hare made a tour of it and it
still continued to grow. The Fox was charged to watch the progress
of the increase and when the earth had become large enough to
give life and shelter to all animals he was to inform his com
panions. Though the Fox labored eamestly the Great Hare was not
satisfied with his report and desiring to know the exaet truth made
an inspection himself and found the earth too small. ITe then
caused it 1o grow larger and continued to make his own inspection
and to add to its size. After the formation of the land the animals
retired to places which they judged most suitable.

Some of them died and out of their bodies the Great ITare made
men whom he taught to fish and hunt. To cach of these he pre-

sented a woman, saying “My son why fearest thou? 1 am the

Great Hare. [ have given thee life, today I give thee a companion.
Man, thou shalt hunt, thou shalt carry the canoe and do everything
that a man ought. Woman thou shalt prepare the food for thy
hushand, thou shalt bear his snowshoes. Thou shalt cure the pelts
and thou shalt weave. Acquit thyself in all things as a woman

should,”

Tue Gasef: Frea

T know no marks on his body by which he can be distinguished
from others. in the same line of industry, but I know by the marks
on my body that he is there. I have never scen him and 1 have
never felt it necessary to hunt him, Tt would ill beseem a visitor
from mosquito laden latitudes to take exception to so ancient an

accompaniment of Gaspé civilization. To spur a drowsy body to
activity, or to drive a shuggish mind into diverting avenues; 1 know
1o more ditect stimulus. Rome would be as little Rome without
St. Peter's as without her fleas, Unaided by this prodding, the
intellectual zeal of the Germans, the philosophies of the Scots would
surely have languished.  Indeed the world has whelly failed to
recognize its debt to these reminders of our presence upon carth.
Burns has apastrophized the louse in immorial lines; that fell foe
to slumber, the bed-bug, has descended to us along a most ancient

and distinguished lineage through a series of adaptations that can-
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not fail to arouse the highest interest in the student of natural
selection.  None sings its praises, but no one who knows its history
can cease to wonder at its performances. Ages gone its ancestors
lived in the sea orderly and independent lives. In time it adapted
itself 1o terrestial habits, to life in the virgin forest, and hy gradual
modification to an existence depending on the life of others. As
man broke in upon the primitive forests it gradually attached itself
to him and to his domicile, then to the cracks and crevices therein,
more particularly to those of his wooden bedstead. Nature has
rarely offered so brilliant an illustration of quick adaptiveness by
change of habitat, and it will be an interesting problem of genera-
tions to come to note the transformation through which this race
will pass on the abolition from human habitations of attractive cran
nies for its lurking and breeding places.

For the flea, however, if it has a distinguished ancestry and a
variegated carcer we are still ignorant of it I'he little beast, tire
some at times, seems to have for its mission to tone up the more
venerable civilizations of the earth, to stimulate to new endeavor
or to lethal forgetfulness of the obsolete and useless.

Our little Canadian friend, full of exuberant expression when
the hay is being cut, constitutes one of the brilliant features of the
invisible scenery of the coast.
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