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AT a Meeting of the Norzh-Britifh

Society, in Halifax, Nova-Scotia,
on Saturday the 4th Day of December,
1790,

Agreed, That the Thanks of the
Society be given to the Reverend Dr.
Brown, for the Difcourfe delivered by
him on the 3oth of November, before
the Society ; and that he be defired to
deliver a Copy of the fame to the Soci-
ety to be printed.

WILLIAM SMITH, Sec’ry.




TO THE
Prefident, Vice-Prefident and Members

OF EACH OF THE

NATIONAL SOCIETIES

ESTABLISHED IN HALIFAX,
THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE,

CONTAINING

Hints and Obfervations fuppofed to be applicable to them alt

b

DELIVERED BEFORE THE

NORTH-BRITISH SOCIETY
On the 30th of November,

AND PRINTED AT THEIR DESIRE,
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THE AUTHOR.
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A

PISGCO RS E

DELIVERED BEFORE THX

North-Britith Society:

PsALM cxxxvii. 5, 6.

If T forget theey, O Ferufalem, let my right hand forget her
cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the
roof of my mouth.

OUNTRYMEN and Friends, this is a day of national
commemoration, and thefe pathetic effufions of the
Iraelitith captives, as they wept by the rivers of Babylon and
hanged their harps upon the willows, may be taken to exprefs
our prefent feelings with refpect to the land of our nativity,
and our kindred and conneétions there. To day the fluices
of the heart are open, and memory recurs to years that are
paft, and to places that are diftant. In the mind’s eye we fee
our cradle and the feats of our youth, and feel, at every pulfe,
the intereft we ftill take in the fortunes of our friends and the
athes of our fathers.

THE aflociations of ideas, on which are founded many of
the inftitutions of civil life, though flight and cafual in them-
felves, are, neverthelefs, boundlefs in their extent and won-
derful in their operation. This day is marked in the Calen-
dar with the name, and is, by the rubric, confecrated to the
memory of Andrew the Apoftle. In our minds it is con-
nected with the fentiments of patriotifim, and with the regards
we owe to the country in which we opened our eyes upon the
light, and enjoyed the firft bleflings of exiftence. A rapid glance
at the page of ecclefiaftical hiftory, will at once explaiu the
origin of this affociation, and introduce the proper fubjeét of
the prefent difcourfe,

In
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In the infancy of the Church, the piety of Chriftians af-
figned feparate and fucceffive feftivals to the gloriousicollege
of Apoftles, and to the noble army of Martyrs. Thefe  un-
rivalled Champions of the Crofs, fpent their lives in propaga-
ting the faith, and having refifted unto blood the fury of per-
fecution, fealed the fincerity of their profeffion by confefling
Jefus in the extremity of torture, and adoring him on the ut-
moft verge of the vilible world. To perpetuate the memor
of their holy race and happy reward, particular days, diftin-
guifhed by their birth, their call or their martyrdom, were
fet apart for the annual recolle&ion of the leading incidents of
their lives, On thefe folemn occafions, the time, the place,
and the manner of their converfion was fpecified and explain-
ed. The ftedfafinels of their faith, from this period, received
its juft atteftation. The zeal of their miniftry, their affidu-
ity in doing good, their excellent gifts and admirable graces,
were anxioufly recorded, and fcrupuloufly confirmed by in-
fallible proofs. Blamelefs in their lives and blefled in their
death, they were propofed as models for the imitation of the
faithful 5 and fervent prayers were offered to the Almighty,
that their {pitit and virtdes might defcend to their fucceflors,
to adorn the triumphs of the Golfpel, and warm a be¢lieving
world with the piety and benevolence of Jefus.

WHEN Chriftianity became the religion of the empire, the
merits of its founders were not forgotten, nor were their cuf-
tomary honours ungracioufly withheld. As their feftivals re-
turned, clergy and laity fufpended their ordinary labours, and
repaired in crowds to countenance an inftitution, fo rational in
itielf, and fo well adapted to promote the interefts of religion.
and virtue.

BuTt no ordinance, however pure or pious it may be, is
exempted from abufe. The Church became the proprietor
and miftrefs of the Saints ; and it was unhappily believed that
her bulwarks were ftrengthened, as her treafury was enriched,
by their increafe. In confequence of this idea, they were
multiplied beyond meafure, and exalted above their higheft
deferts. When hiftory and tradition failed, fictitious legends
were thamefully obtruded upon a fimple and credulous peo-
ple. In the anniverfary orations, the Genius of the cloifter
found ample fcope to difplay itfelf ; hyperboles of praife were
heaped upon each other ; and truth and tafte were equally vi-
olated in the panegyrics of the Saints, From confidering and
magnifying their good deeds on earth, the heated mind was
tranfported to the contemplation of their heavenly glory.
T'hus wound up, the vehemence of oratory burit into an im-
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paflioned addrefs to the {pirit before the throne. The eyes of
the congregation followed thofe of the preacher ; their imagi-
nations were moved and agitated ; and, in the delufion of the
moment, they believed that God had fent down his Saints to
vifit and defend them. As this idea grew with the growing
errors of the times, the devotional parts of the fervice, that
had originally been directed to the Almighty, were intercepted
by the Saint. Religious honours were paid to him ; and, in
cafes of emergency, public prayers were offered in his name.
Thus, in procefs of time, through prieftcraft operating upon
ignorance, this inftitution, introduced into the Church to
immortalize the memory of the witnefles of Jefus, and to ani-
mate Chriftians in fucceeding ages to follow their example,

became the pregnant fource of fuperftition and idolatry.

THE popular and claflical notion that individuals, and tribes,
and nations, have a tutelary fpirit; a peculiar fuperintendant,
appears from its antiquity and extent to be congenial to the
human mind. In the blindnefs of felf-love, mankind have
even cherifhed the belief that their voice might determine the
nomination of heaven to‘offices of this nature. Hence they
have always been folicitous to eftablith an advocate of their
own felection at the throne of God. In the times of Hea-
thenifm, the choice of priefts and people generally fell on fome
illuftrious fhade of their own nation, endeared to them by
birth, attached to them by patriotifm, and ftimulated to con-
tinual exertions in their favour by the pofthumous honours
that were paid him in bis country.

In the dark and barbarous ages, which followed the fall of
the Roman empire, this infatuation again arofe, and pervaded
the kingdoms of Europe. It was encouraged by the policy
of the Church, and fupplied from the evangelical roll
of faints and worthies, which afforded an abundant latitude of
choice. During the reign of fuperftition and impofture, this
delufion running wild, the local deities of Pagan mythology .
were revived, in more fubftantial forms, in the Chriftian
world. At the period to which I now refer, no aflociation
was formed, no euterprize projeéted, without committing it
to the fuperintendence of fome Saint in heaven. Every tem-
ple, every village, every city and every kingdom had its ce-
leftial Patron. In this interefting article, Kings and Princes
made the choice for their fubjeéts, or devoutly acquiefced in
the snfallible nomination of the common Father of Chrif-
tendom. The country, the government, and the people,
were f{olemnly configned to the prote@ion of their tutelar
Saint. His crofs quartered their arms, and diftinguithed their
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banners and their fhields. His fthadowy aid was befought in
action and in difficulty. When the Captains of the hoft gave
the fignal to clofe, and the impatient champion fingled out his
antagonift, he invoked the Saint of his fathers; and, in the
frenzy of the times, the armies of heaven were fuppofed to
march under hoftile ftandards to fight the battles of the earth.

I~ the general diftribution of the nations, the care of Scot-
land was committed to St. Andrew. His apoftolical life was
fpent on the mountains of Scythia ; and I have neither difco-
vered, nor been very folicitous to enquire, upon what pecu-
liar merit, or what principle of appropriation, that province
was afligned to him. It i1s of more importance to obferve,
that in confequence of the canonization and local inveftiture
of thefe holy perfons, the orations delivered on their feftivals
aflumed a new form. The hiftory and heroic atchievements
of the people, which they patronifed, came to be interwoven
with the purer triumphs of their apoftolical fanctity. Immedi-
ate advantage was taken of this revolution, and in artful hands
a religious delufion ferved as an engine of politics. The
hoftile paffions were kindled, and the thirft of blood was in-
flamed, before the crofs of peace and reconciliation. The
paflive virtues of the Chriftian were forgotten ; and the very
commemorations of the Saints were made to propagate a rage
for military enterprize. In every other refpet the devotions
of the day were illiberal and degrading. 'T'he adoring nations
Jifted not their voice to the majefty in the heavens. ‘Their
prayers were preferred to a departed mortal; and in our
country ¢ St. Andrew hear us; St. Andrew help us; St,
“ Andrew intercede for us,” was the general cry.

DEeLivERED at the reformation from the yoke of fuperfti=
tion, our Church ordained, in the purity and fimplicity of her
worthip, that the days of the Saints, as formerly folemnized,
having neither countenance nor warrant in the fcriptures, and
being ever liable to abufe, thould ceafe to be obferved as reli-
gious feftivals, This was conceded ; but the traces of im-
memorial ufage could not be obliterated in a day. 'The pub-
Jic offices, and commercial companies for the negociation of
exchange, ftill note the letter of the calendar, and aflert the
annuval intermiffion from bufine(s which had heretefore been
enjoyed upon the bolidays of the Church.  Different inftitu-
tions and orders within the realm make the nominal feftival
of their Saint the day of their anniverfary meeting ; and na-
tional Societies abroad feleét it as a fit occafion for an annual
entertainment, accompanied fometimes with a religious ob-
{¢ rvance and a public contribution.

Yoru
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You have now adopted this laudable cuftom, and, as 2
vharitable Affociation, you have done well to confecrate your
national attachments at the altar of Religion, and to prefent
yourfelves before God, as the almoners of his bounty to your
poorer and lefs fortunate countrymen.

To me you have intrufted the flattering office of improving
your firlt religious anniverfary ; and in preparing a difcourfe
for it, I have confidered what would be due to you, to thofe
who hear me, and to the place where we are met. Inftead,
therefore, of deluding your curiofity with an apocryphal bi-
ography of our Saint, or infulting your underftanding with
an invidious eulogium of our country, I have determined to
call your attention, 1ft. To the objeétions that are common-
ly made to :inftitutions of this nature ; and 2dly. To the
purpofes to which this of ours may be rendered {ubfervient in
the prefent ftate of the community ; taking the liberty to
fuggeft fome new hints for your future confideration.

I. T am firft to call your attention to the objeétions that are
commonly made to inftitutions of this nature.

The objectors to private aflociations of every defcription,
commonly alledge, that they tend to circumfcribe the focial
virtues_of charity and mercy, which Chriftianity requires to
be univerfal and unbounded : that they perpetuate narrow
prejudices and national diftin&ions, and keep the members of
a new community from uniting together and becoming one
body : fomenting the fpirit of party and feeding the flames of
faction whenever a fucceflion of unfortunate events co-oper-
ates to give them birth,

IT will be allowed that this is nearly the fum of the general
objettiony partly religions and partly political, which is made
to national focieties, and to charitable aflociations founded on
national principles, /

To all captious and indifcriminate charges of this nature,
it might perhaps be deemed a fufficient anfwer, that no rea-
foning from the abufe can, by any legitimate rule of logic, be
urged againlt the ufe of human inftitutions : that fublunary
things are mixed and imperfet : that no religious, or civil,
or political arrangement of man’s invention is abfolutely and
invariably good : that, by the laws of nature, advantages are
mingled with defets : and that difficulties and dangers are
infeparable from every refolution we form, and every ftep we
take,

B But




[ IO>_“

%

Bur in the prefent inftance we can intrench outfelves on
higher ground. It may fafely be afferted, that the foundation
of our inftitution is laid by the hand of nature ; that the prin-
ciple of it is, confequently, a good one; and that the abufes
objected to it are only cafual and incidental, and are not in
fact experienced in any fenfible degree.

To prove this, let us confider the manner in which our
obligations are formed and extended ; perceived by the un-
derftanding and engraved upon the heart.

WHAT countenance gives animation and joy to the infant
on the knee ? Is it not that of the parent, or of thofe who fulfil a
parent’s duties, and merit a parent’s reward ! Who exercife
and engage the firft affections of the boy ? s it not his fami-
lys his companions, and his neighbourhood ? Undoubtedly it
is. From earlieft youth he cultivates their acquaintance, and
is folicitous to obtain their efteem ; attends to their converfa=
tion, and takes a decided intereft in their affairs. In his
progrefs to manhood his mind and his views expand. As he
liftens to the traditions of the diftri&, or lifps the hiftorical
ballad of a former age, his heart and a.ffcﬂlons embrace a
party. In the internal confli@s of the people he warms, and
glows, and becomes a zealot for the honour of his province ;
and in the ftrife of nations he buckles on the armmour, of his
native heroes, renews the tields of blood, hears the cry of vic-
tory, joins thc purfuit, and, in imagination, kills the flain.

Or all the fentiments that {pring Tpontaneous in our bo-
fom, and continue, without our care, to gather ftrength
through life, thofe which connect us with our country and
endear it to our hearts, are, by far, the moft deeply rooted
and widely fpread. They are the growth of no climate, and
do not depend upon fertility of {oil or falubrity of fituation.
"They obtain and are recognized, in every parallel of latitude,
from one end of the earth to the other ; and conftitute an im-
portant part of the natural religion of the heart. 'T'heir ma-
gical power gives to the barten plain a charm and a fafcina-
tion which inherent beauties cannot beftow. T hey attach
the untutored native to the horizon of his birth, in prefer-
ence to every other tract on the furface of the globe. With
a filken cord they bind him to the ftoerms and tne frofts, the
penury and the hardfhips of his native foil, and render the
fcanty fare it may yield preferable to the varied fertility, of any
other land. In ey ery language we find the world exile, and
among the moft wretched tribes the exiled are objects ofcom-
miferation. In the fcantieft and rudeft diale€t we hear the
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rapturous expreflion ¢ home,” and they who arc calm and

cool on every other occaﬁon, utter this word with an empha-
{is and emotion which is not perceived in the tone of ordinary

converfation.

Now, although it is very true that this feeling may have
its excefs, and although the bigotry of attachment to the land
of our nativity may unfit us for enjoying the comforts of any
other, yet, in its proper place, it is both Jaudable and virtu-
ous. It occupies, according to the cbvious intention of the
Author of our nature, a dlihnoulfhed ftation in the graduated
fcale of the difpofitions and duties of focial life, and furnifhes
the principle of that inftitution for which I am contending,

IT is indeed univerfally acknewledged that there are pri-
mary and fecondary obligations incumbent on us as members
of civil faciety ; and that the prior muft be difcharged, before
we can be juftified in proceeding to fatisfy the poiterior.
Thus, when the demands of juftice are cancelled, and we owe
no man any thing but the love which Jefus has preiu ibed, the
claims of natural affection are cox.fcﬂcdly pre-eminent ; and
parents aud children, brothers and fifters, before they thew
kindnefs to others, ought to make due provilion for thofe, who
are, in fcripture, emphatlca]ly called ¢ their own flefh.”” The
debts ofgratltude fucceed ; the rights of friendthip and de-

cayed relations rank next in OldCl ; and as we recede farther
and farther from perfect obligation, an acquaintance is to be
preferred to a ftranger, and, in fimilar circumftances and
equal ftraits, a ftranger of our own country to a ftranger of a
forcign one. This, as it has been thewn to be a natural
muft be admitted as a rational ground of diftinction. Pm
even between claims, otherwile equal, fome diftintion is ne-
ceflary 5 and what is likely to be more unexceptionable than
one which is dictated by nature, and approved by the practice
of all mankind ?

It is obvious then that the fame objections that are urged,
with fo much parade of philanthropy, againft national prcc.i—
leCtions and the combinations refulting from them, ought, if
the objectors were confiftent with themfelves and rollowed up
their reafonings, to be oppofed with equal force to the ata
tachments and duties of kindred the bonds of gratitude, the
rights of friendfhip, the cbligations of neighbourhood, and,
ma word, tothe wh ole fabric of civil fos iety from its lowcﬁ
foundation -o its- chiet corner ftones- If.ithe {fentiments and
conduk that fpring from any one of thefe. relations, are in-
eompatible with Chrifticu charity, ¢ reftrains them all,  But
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if thofe which are- moft perfonal in their objeét, and moftli-
mited in their operation, are yet commendable and good, they
can never furely grow criminal as they grow diffufive. If
the ties which bind heart to heart, and hand to hand, can be
defended and juftified, even upon gofpel principles, doubtlefs
much more eafily may thofe be juftified which join city to ci-
ty, province to province, and conneét in ene chain the lives
and happinefs of millions.

In anfwer to the political obje&ion, that inftitutions of this
nature tend to perpetuate local prejudices and national dif-
tinctions, and to keep the different claffes of a2 new commu-
nity from uniting into one body ; it ‘may be remarked, that
it is partly true, and partly without foundation.

NATIONAL focieties, no doubt, preferve national prejudi-
ces, and give countrymen a predileétion for countrymen.
But this predilection exifts without them ; they find but do
not make it ; and if the national prejudices which they cherifh
(patriotic ones, if any fuch there be) are all in favour of a
principle to which every good breaft vibrates, namely, the
profperity of our native land ; and if, as colonial fubjeéts, they
are in favour of the conftitution and eftablithment, the reli-
gion and laws, the glory and the government of the mother
country, who that hears me would with to fee them diminifb-
ed, far lefs obliterated ¢

Ir we have any national prejudices of a different complex-
ton ; if, like the Jews and the Samaritans, we have, to our
reproach, any that avert from us every fellow-creature whofe
fortune it was not to be born and bred in the fame land with
ourfelves ; any that difincline us from all dealings with fo-
reigners, and tend to confine to countrymen exclufively the
comwmon offices of neighbourhooed and good fellowthip,—for
fuch I am no advocate, and for fuch, I truft, this Society
will never need an apology.

WitH regard to the deeper and more criminal charge, that
national focietics foment the ipirit of party and feed the
flames of faltion, this again refolves itfelf, at worft, into dn
cbjection againit all connection and aflociation in life whate-
ever. At any rate, the obicrvation bhas never been verified by
experience. On the contrary, hiftory. demonftrates, that in
all the great empires where parties have been trained and
employed, they have been colleéted~and banded not accord-
ing to cowitry ‘and province, but aceording to per{cnal .con-
gruities aud ceincidence of intereft, refulting from other caufes

than
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than what form the ground of the objection I am now com«
bating. Countrymen and even blood relations are found in-
difcriminately on either fide ; conneéted or oppoled by hopes
and paflions, which neither the ties of kindred nor of country
were fufficient to controul.

InsTrTUTIONS Of this kind are in their very nature repug-
nant to treafons and confpiracies. Thefe mvi’ccnes of dark-
nefs dare not venture abroad, but feek the concealment of the
chamber and the folitude of the night. Such inftitutions are
not even adapted to ferve political purpofes. No national So-
ciety, however mafterly its regulations, and however able its
conductors, could fubfift long as a combination to force the fa-
vours of government, and to monopolize the offices it has to
beftow. Though they obtained the prize, they would quar-
rel about the appropriation of it, and the difcordant competi-
tors would fooner fee the vacancies fupplied by {trangers, than
by rivals in their own aflociation.

I¥ ever national Societies ftep forward into public view,
and challenge the notice of the world, it can only be to pay the
tribute of admnatlon and of gratitude to the eminently good, or
to brand the incorrigible with merited infamy. To the formcr
they will never be an object of diftruft, and to the latter may
they prove a perpetual fource of anxiety and apprehenfion.

Be fuch the vindication of national Societies; and to the
native of every country be fuch the arguments for adhering
to his own.

II. I now proceed to enumerate the purpofes to which our
inftitution may be rendered fubfervient in the prefent ftate of
the community : taking the liberty to fuggelt fome new hinta
for your future confideration.

1{t. TuE fundamental principle upon which this Society
was eftablithed, was, to aflift and fupport {uffering country-
men in indigence, in ficknefs, or under the prefiuresof fudden
and fevere r.dhmxty

With this defign, and grea t]y to their honour, the natives
of Scotland, refident in Ha; ifax, formed memfmvc» into an
affociation in the year 1768, With the hearts of patriots they
founded a common ftock out of the favings of profperity, and
in the fpirit of Chriftians made a common caufe of the misfor-
tunes to which all were liable.  T'he fettlement had not then
attained that ftability and permanence which it this day en-

joys.
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joys. - Themunicipal charity of the town was lefs perfeét in
its fcheme, and its funds were lefs adequate to their object,
than now. The firft contributions were therefore religioufly
appropriated to fuch diftrefled inhabitants as had emigrated
from Scotland ; and as thefe chiefly confifted of the aged, the
infirm and the deftitute, they became fettled penfioners, and
were voted a regular quarterly allowance. Keptinalow ftate
by this continual expenditure, the occafional demands for the
extraordinary bounty of the Society foon exceeded the com-
pafs of the funds upon which they were made. But grievous
vifitations and fcenes of complicated fuffering frequently pre-
fenting themfelves, thefe gradually concurred with the pro-
greflive advancement of pu%lic affairs to extend the views of
the Society, and to induce them to referve their aid for the
greater diftrefles of life. This has for fometime paft been
the leading principle of your appropriations, and it may be
worth while to enquire whether you ought not, in prudence,
to adhere to it in time to come.

To enter more particularly into this confideration, it may
be obferved, that as the municipal allowance of the poor,
though fmall, is yet ftated and duly advanced ; as it knows
nodiftintion of country, but is impartially extended to all with
due attention only to the age, the fex and condition of the
object ; it appears equally unadvifeable to take the unfortu-
nate of our country from the weekly provifion of a legal fet-
tlement, or to interpole in their behalf, on common occafions,
as a national Society, after having contributed to their fupport
In our private capacity as citizens of Halifax. "The idea is
pregnant with diitinctions of the moft pernicious tendency,
which, whenever they find their way into a community, it
requires one ape of wrangling to detect, and another of con-
eeflion and forbearance to extinguifh.

IT muft alfo be remembered that in a luQuating Society, 2
national charity muft ever be unequal to the double charge of
conftant penfions, and of effeGtual interpofition on fingular
emergencies. Thus fcattered, its efforts muft be languid,
defultory and fruitlefs. The fiery embers neither glow nor
give heat unlefs collected to a common centre ; difperfe them,
their fervour is loft, and they perith in darknefs.

May not thefe confiderations fuggeft the propriety of per-
fevering to appropriate your fund, in a particular manner, to
cafes of great and unexpected calamity, againft which pru-
dence cannot guard, and for which neither the police of the
town, nor private liberality can make an adequate provifion ?

This
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"{'his defcription comprehends the grievous fum of accidents
to which mortality is expofed ; the undiftinguifhing devafta-
tions of fire ; the fury of the whelming wave ; the fudden
death of the heads of familiesy, with the firft miferies of the
widow and the orphan ; deep diftre(s of various forts, arifing
from contingencies not eafily to be enumerated ; in a2 word,
all that foftens the heart of fleth within us, and forces the
{fympathy of kindred natures.

AT the {ame time it is not to be doubted but that the exi-
gencies of your own members will command (and it is fit they
fhould) your firft attention. It may likewifc be believed,
that to the aged and the defolate of your country you will not
always be able to refufe an occafional afliftance. To your
credit, vour books have uniformly exhibited penfioners of
this defcription ; nor is it intended, by any thing now offered,
to difcountenance the humane and generous fpirit. To your
candour and wifdom it is only fubmitted, whether it might not
be proper to difpenfe fuch aids with as frugal a hand as poffi-
ble, that you may have it in your power to meet deeper dif-
trefs and ftronger calls foc compaffion, with that liberality
which you are known to poflefs, and to inftances of which
he who now addrefles you can, during the period of his mi-
niftry, abundantly teftify.

2dly. THIs Society has long been, and may flill be, emi-
nently ufeful, in two of the moft trying periods of our condi-
tion; in the hour of ficknefs and in the article of death.

In the fluCtuations and uncertainties of an infant fettlement
and a fea-port town, the anguifh of difeafe and the vifitations
of mortality, come attended with circumf{tances of peculiar
aggravation. Here multitudes are met, from the various
countries of Europe and America, without previous habitudes
of intimacy or conneétion. Their refidence is precarious,
their union imperfeCt. ‘They live in a moving fcene, and do
not continue long in one ftay. In fuch circumftances folid at-
tachment and real friend(hip muft be extremely rare. But they
are equally needful in every region of the globe. Sicknels
and decay follow us to the ends of the earth, and wherever

they overtake us, fympathy and compaflion are ine@timable.

LittLE do they know the lot of the emigrant, who, a-
midft native fcenes, contemplate it through the medium of
their own fufterings, real or imaginary. While at the dif-
tance of a wide extended ocean, under the incumbrance, it
may be, of a family, and the embarrafiments of debt, the pa-

rent,
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rent, 'midft the ftruggles of his calling, exults only in the
idea that one of his race is exempted from the condition to
which the reft are doomed, and by his virtues and reputation
refleCts honour on the name, and on a growing fortune,
~——This {tranger, in a ftrange land, more to be pitied than all
his generation, is, perhaps, ftretched on the bed of languifh-
ing, and lefc to fhiver and to burn, through all the varieties
of the ague’s cold and the fever’s heat, deftitute of the mini-
ftrations for which kindred were given us. In his diftrefs,
even the humane do not fesl themfelves fo much interefted in
his fortune as to ftep forward in his behalf, under the double
hazard of delivering their names to the malice of flander by
afluming the office of conduéting his bufinefs, and of incurring
the ftill more dangerous confequence of becoming refponfi-
ble for his property to his creditors and heirs. In this fitua-
tion money is but of finall avail. It cannot purchafe a heart,
and the attentions which it buys are altogether of an inferior
and coarfer kind. ‘The perfons who nurfe the fick for wages
cannot approach their bed with that tendernefs of fympathy and
that confidence of affeétion which the nearer relations of life
indpire. It is nottheir office to watch and to prevent the rifing
withes of the foul ; ro wipe the cold {weat from the brow ; to
clafp the trembling hand, and hold the aching head ; to mark
and to fecl the rollings of the eye ; to receive the fecret bit-
ternefs of the heart, in which a ftranger cannot intermeddle ;
and to mingle with the balm of friendfhip and of piety the ine-
ftimable cup of Chriftian confolation. This is not colouring ;
it is not half the truth. Could I lead you through the difs
ferent habitations of the emigrant and the adventurer, from
the vertical fun of India to the polar frofts of Labradore, and
enumerate, as I turned from every fick man’s bed, the {ymp-
toms of his difeafe and the attendance he enjoyed, I fhould
foon convince you how much is fuffered by that defcription of
men in this {eafon of exigence,

T HE heart-felt {ympathies of tender union are incommuni-
cable ; and even this inftitution, with all its nationality, can
fupply them but in part. But what can be fupplied, 1s done
moit effectually. In the land of ftrangers it brings to the
bed of the diftrefled and the friendlefs the countenance of a
countryman, a voice and an accent which is known. I have
witnefled with joy, andI record with gladnefs, your unwea-
ried care in procuring a fucceffion of attendants, and your
meritorious condefcenfion in performing the humble offices
that afick bed requires. Too much praife cannot be beftow-
¢d on this part of your conduél, and it has originated, I be-
licve, with this inftitution. . The beneficial effets of it have

been
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been frequently experienced, and are regiftered ih a book
where they will never be forgotten. In the name of that
God whom we are affembled to adore; I bid you proceed in
thefe labours of love ; I bid you proceed and profper. If you
need encouragement, liften to the Scriptures and learn your
reward ; * Be not weary in well doing, for in due feafon you
fhall reap if you faint not.”” ~ Perfevere in the pious office.
Let not ingratitude itfelf reftrain you ; itdid not reftrain your
Lord. Remember that here below mercy is twice bleffed,
once to the object of mercy, and again to the merciful ; and
that hereafter it will prove your robe and your diadem in the
. kingdom of your Father.

In the article of death the afliftance of this Society has not
been wanting.

YouUR anxious attention, and comprelienfive charity,. not
only relieve the wants of poverty, and alleviate the agonies of
pain, they alfo fuftain the laft moments of expiration, and
foothe the departing fpirit with the confolatory affurance that

its duft wili be treated with refpeét and receive the honours of
Chriftian burial,

- ONE of the firlt, and not the leaft memorable, of the Jaws
which the drum and the provoft-marfhal proclaimed among the
mixed multitude on the beach of Chebu&o, was, that on the
death of a fettler the juftices of the peace were empowered to
nominate twelve perfons of the quarter to which he belonged,
to accompany the funeral and depofit the corpfe in the grave ;
and that while the Royal allowance of provifions lafted, the
name of every perfon who refufed to obey this fummons
fhould be erazed from the mefs-books. This penalty feems
to have been infufficient to procure the attendance required,
and a few months after the magiftrates received orders to pu-
nith the inhuman refufal with commitment.

THrs is a gloomy view of the ftate of things ina new efta-
blithment ; but itisa juft one. Extraordinarylaws are di&ta-
ted by extraordinary neceflity ; and in the prefent inftance it
may be conceived that the indifference about the difeafed,
the dying and the dead, which pervaded the encampment of
three thoufand people, caft; without any conne&ing tie, on
the fand of a foreign fhore and the fkirt of an unknown foreft,
muft have been extreme.

HAPPILY this pirit has long ceafed ; and from the prefent

appearance of our funerals no perfon would {fuppofe that an cé;
C di&t
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di€t of this nature had ever been neceffary in Halifax. In-
deed the reverfe is now to be lamented.,  The burial of the
dead is become rather too expenfive ; and I call on you, and
pn every national Society in the province, to difcountenance
and cofrect the extravagance. Retrench, if you cannot abo-
lifh, the idle parade and oftentatious expence, fo frivolous and
puerile at all times, but fo peculiarly unfeafonable at a fune-
ral. It is of no avail to the dead, and materially injurious to
the living. A decent, an affe&ionate refpect, may be thewn
to the memory and remains of the neareft and deareft relative
- without it. It forms no part of real mourning, and is indif-
putably calculated rather to flatter the vanity of the furvivors
than to do honour to the deceafed.

In the fpirit of rational and virtuous reform, might it not be
proper and confiftent, nay more, my countrymen, is it not
abfolutely incumbent on you as a national Society, to adhere
fcrupuloully and inflexibly, in this article, to the fimple cere-
monial of your native land? That weaknefs of charafter
which receives a new direCtion from every impulfe of fathion
is unworthy ofa national Society. Be not tien {wayed by a
flavifh imitation—nor employ on the moft folemn occafion
that expenfive pageantry, which, however venerable it may
appear in the country where it has been confecrated by imme-
morial ufage, is out of charadter here, as well as a dead lofs
to your fund of charity. Have the courage to make the re-
form propofed as a national affociation, and as individuals have
the confiftency to adhere to it inviolably in your families, how-
ever eafy vour circumftances may be, In private life there is
no. one who does not fee, and feel, and deplore this tyranical
cuftom ; who ‘does' not heartily wifh it abolifhed ; and who
would not be fincerely glad to find a precedent to juftify the

abolition. ' But few, in comparifon, poffefs that fortitude of

mind which is neceflary towards fubmitting:their reafons for
being fingularto public obfervition and private fcandal'; and
lealt of al on a fubject fo delicate asthat of refpeét to the
dead, where the {malleft faving is ever imputable to a fordid
motive. On this account it is fo much the more neceflary to
be undertaken by a public aflociation. ~ T'he reform is worthy
of you ; may you merit the thanks of pofterity for effe&ing it

3dly. A third laudable purpofe to which your—inftitution
may be rendered fubfervient, is, to grant, under your feal and
the fignature of your Prefident, certificates and recommenda-
tions to the deferving of your number, whofe removal to
other ldnds, in queft of employment and fubiiftence, various

caufes may compel,
\ THIs
3
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THis, in every point of view, is an objet of equal im-
portance with the preceding, and I therefore crave your moft
ferious attention in its behalf. Indeed proteétion and patron-

age take place of alms, in proportion as a friend is of more
value than a little money.

Un~DER the fpreading population of the new world as well
as of the old, the difficulty will every day increafe of procu-
ring confidence and employment, without {ufficient documents
of adequate talents and a blamelefs life. In the infané¢y of the
colonies, the {carcity of men made it neceflary to abate much
of that jealous enquiry into the hiftory and merits of fettlers
and fervants which is cuftomary in countries that have been
longer eftablithed. The prefence of emigrants was fo con-
folatory, and their afiiftance fo needful, that they were kind-
ly received and courteoully entertained by every government.
But this period is nearly paft. A rapid population begins to
produce a keen competition for the various appointments of
life ; and, every thing elle equal, a {inaller fcale of fubordi-
nation and a fimpler {tate of manners is likely {foon to make
perfonal merit of more confequence here, than we find it in

-parts of the globe more highly improved.

In the prefent condition of the town and colony, it may
juftly be apprehended that application for certificates will not
be wanting. Where fo many hazardous experiments are
made on fortune and happinefs, as every day diiclofes, failures
are unavoidable ; and after exhaufting the refources which
the place affords, the fcene muft be fhifted, and a new theatre
tried. The conviction of the importance of obtaining cre-
ditable recommendations, in exigencies of this kind, may do
much good, It may operate on our countrymen as a power-
ful incitement to that temperance and induftry for which they
have been remarked ;—that in every reverfe they may ftill en-
joy, under your inftitution, the invaluable blefling of a good
character ; and the aflurance of carrying a refpectable intro-
duction among f{trangers, if it fhall be neceflary for them to
relinquifh their eftablifhment in this Province,and their friends
in this Society.

THE fitnefs and propriety, the importance and utility of
your inftitution, muft have appeared in a ftronger light from
this enumeration of its ends, than from the formal vindication
of its foundation and principle at an earlier period of the dif-
courfe.

HowEVER inexpedient and unneceflary fuch Societies may
be elfewhere, here, at leaft, they are both commendable and
of
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of ufe. As yet our charitable eftablifhments are few in num-
ber ; and common pity has fo many calls that it is in the ut-
moft danger of waxing cold. ‘T'he heart needs to be touched
and the hand to be opened by fome powerful principle of equal
and uninterrupted operation. Such a principle is national at-
tachment ; a principle that has here done much good, which
without it would not have been done, and relieved much dif-
trefs, which without it would not have beeri relieved.

WHEN, at fome future period, this portion of America
fhall aflume a more fettled form ; when emigration, from Eu-
rope, inits prefent extent, fhall ceafe ; when nationality fhall
be blended and loft ; when municipal endowments thall be nu-
merous and rich, and when this inftitution fhall be no longer
neceflary ; then let the few adminiftering curators who find
no countrvmev) to claim their aid, aflign our fund to the ftock
of general charity, and place our atchives in the moft confpi-
cuous fhelf of the provincial library, to perpetuate among our
defcendants the remembrance of their obligations to Britai ain,
and to ferve as an admonition to them never to {uffer the
ftranger to pine unpitied, to ficken without attendants and
medicines, or to die without the decencies of burial. Mean-
while, we, of the prefent generation, who drew our breath in
the other hemifphere, who there received the rudiments of
our education, and there formed the fir/# friendfhips of life,
may hope to be forgiven, if entertaining no averfion to fo-
reigners and refulmg them no alt of kindnefs or humanity,
we, at the fame time, cherifh a tender and grateful regard for
the land of our nativity, and exprefs it in the glowing lan-
guage of the text “ IfI forget thee O Jerufalem let my right
hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee let
my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth,” AMEN.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE following Sermon, haftily prepared at fea, while

the feelings it delcribes and the train of thought to
which they led were frefh on the mind, was delivered in the
ordinary courfe of duty, without any view to publication.
At that time, the Author did not know of the exiftence of a
Society in this place for the benevolent purpofe of patroni-
zing and relieving diftreffed feamen ; and could not forefee
that his difcourfe would meet their approbation, or be thought

capable of promoting the defigns of their inftitution,

A fenfe of gratitude for much kind attention received from
failors, and a fincere defire of contributing to their benefit,
bas induced him to comply with the too partial requeft of
the MARrRINE SocieTy, (the principle of whofe inftitution
he highly approves) and to fuffer this difcourfe to be printed

for their ufe.

Havrirax, 4pril 2, 1793.




At a Meeting of the Halifax Marine

Society, November 22, 1792.

ESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, T%at s Com-

mittee of faid Society, viz.—Captains Fawson,
EvmMsLie and SALTER ,—wait on the Reverend Doftor
Brown, 20 expre/s in terms of the moff fincere refpes,
thetr grateful acknowledgements for the wvery in-
Siraétive and edifying Sermon preached by bim on Sun-
day laft, and to requeft a Copy thereof, that, with bis
permiffion, the fame may be printed and difiributed for
the ufe of the Society.

JOHN ALLEN, Secretary.
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PsaLm cvii. from v. 23 to 33.

They that ge down to the fea in /})1}13, t/mr do lwﬁmfs in great
waters : Thefe fee the works of the Lord, and bis wonders in
the deep, For be commandeth and raifeth the [lormy wind,
which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to the
beaven, they go down again tothe depths : their foul 15 melted
bmmle of trouble. They reel to and fra, and Jlagger like a
drunken many and are at their wit’s end.  Then they cry
unto the Lord in their trouble, and be bringeth them out of
their d[/r’rejﬁf. He maketh the florm a calm, [0 that the
waves theresf are/h// Then are they glad becaufe they be

iiet, fo be brin geth them unto their defired haven.  Ob, that
m n would praife the Lord for his goocdnefs, and far bis won-
Jerff'/ works to the children of men! Let them exalt him
in the fﬂrz’rug(mon of the pesple, and praife him in the affen=
bly of the ¢lders.

HE Minifters of the Gofpel are appointed to explain
the doltrines of Chriftianity, to adminifter its ficra-
ments, and to inculcate the pradlice of piety and goad works.
Their commiffion inftructs them to preach the glad tidings of
reconciliation and forgivenels to every creature, and they are
authorized by the example of an apoltle, to become all things
to zall men, that they may gain fome. Hence it is their duty
to felect all forts of fubjeéls, and to addrefs all claffes of men.
No order is fo defpicable as to be below their notice, and
none fo profligate as to be beyond their hope.

In their pahural care of the Chriftian Church, itisincum-
bent on Minifters to confider the particular fituations in
which their congregations are placed, the chara&er of the
different ranks which compofe them, and the dangers and
temptations to which they are fubjeéted ; that the» may be
enabled to accommodate their d!lcourics to their capacity,
and to recommend, with energy and effe&, the fentiments
and conduct which are fuited to their circumftances in life.

In a feaport town, wheire many have concerns on the
ocean, and are cmployed in fhips, it will not furely be

reckoned
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reckoned too great an encroachment on the rights of gene-
ral inftrn&ion, to beltow a particular difcourfe on the feafa-
ring life ; efpeciallv when we confider that none of the works
of God ate indifferent to any of his people, and that the prac-
tical inftru@ions deducible- from the prefent fubject, will, in
a great meafure, be equally applicable to all,

‘Were further juftification neceflary for adopting fuch a
theme, I fhould fay of the order of men to whom it more
particularly belongs, what the Jews faid of the Centurion,
who befought JCIUQ For the recovery of his fervant, ¢ They
“ are worthy for whom we thould do this.” rhuugh rough
in manners and in fpeech, their hearts are good, and readlly
warm with friendfhip for each other, and wnth pity to the
poor. ‘They are very fulceptible of ferious impreflions and
of gratitude to God; and though not generally diftinguifhed
by the profeflion of religion, they are at worft, I truft, more
thoughtlefs and inconfiderate, than obftinately wicked.

In the te Xt which is equally remarkable for hmpllClty of
ﬂ}le and jul mis of (ltiull‘ll(ln, the Pfalmift has given us a
very animated reprefentation of the dangers of the feaf: iring
1§ u. and of the inprellions which they make on the heart of
the mariner. Treading in the fteps of this infpired guide, I
propofe to offer a few cbfervations on the following articies
minediately connecied with this profeflion :

L. Ou the belicf of the exiftence and government of God,
or at leaft of the pradtical cnnﬁquen es of that principle,
which is exprefled or implied in navigation, and in all the
bazardous oceupations of life.”

IH. On the fignal manifeftations of the divine power and
providence which are made to the marincér on the great wa-
ters.

i11. On the imminent dangers of the feafaring life, and
the merciful protec¢tion which God extends to thofe who are
engaged in it,

1V, On the fentiments and condult becoming this expo-
fod and perilous profeflion,

ATl thele ideas are evic dently included in the words of the
Pfalm, “ They that go down to the fea in ih1p< that do bu-
“ finefs in great \‘,.:xt:.\ : Thele (ee the works of the Lord,
¢ and his wonders in the decp. For he commandeth and
« raifeth the ftormy wind, which lifteth up the waves there-
« of.  They mount up to the heaven, they go down again
‘“ to the depths j their foul is melted: becaufe of trouble.
« They reel to and fro, and fragger like a drunken man, and

¢ are
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® are at their wit’s end. Then they cry unto the Lord in
< their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their diftrefles.
¢« He maketh the ftorm a calm, fo that the waves thercof are
«ftill. Then are they glad becaufe they be quict, fo he
¢ bringeth them unto thelr defired haven. Oh, that men
¢ would praife the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his won-
¢ derful works to thechildren of men! Letthem exalt him
% alfo in the congregation of the people, and praife him in
¢ the affembly of the elders.’

I begin with offering a few obfervations on the belief of
the exiftence and government of God, or at lealt of the prac-
tical confequences of that principle, which is exprefled or
implied in navigation, and in 2]l the hazardous occupations
of life.

Whether we fear God, or do not fear him, we are indebted
to principles eftablithed by religion for our comfort and fe-
curity in all the trying exigences of this mortal fate. Ina
particular manner it is owing to our belief in the exiftence of
God, and in the fixed laws of his Government, that we go
down to the fea in fhips with compolure and expectation.
Were there no order in nature, no prcliding Agent, and no
fettled conneétion between caufes and effects, we durft not
truft ourfelves from firm ground, and would not tread even
there with any meafure of confidence.

Did we believe that chance had produced the fyftem of the
umvcrfe, and placed us in our ftation, we could have no fe-
curity for the continuance of our exiftence, or for the du-
ration of the world in which we dwell. Chance cannot work
with deflign, and the fabric which it had {o wonderfully rear-
ed, it might again deftroy in a manner equally wonderful.
In this ftate of uncertainty with relpeét to our being, we
fhould have no determinate princ |[;lu to regulate our con-
duct.  All things would appear fingle and unr elated, refulting
from no eftablithed caufe, and re Lr.m'v to no certain nd.
Of confequence experience would be “of no fervice to us,
as we could not infer from what had taken place yefterdzy,
that to-morrow the fame caufes would be attended with the
fame effets, or the fame means predudltive of the fame ends.
The future would be wholly fortuitous, and on ordinary as
well as extraor ulndl‘/ occe N-un&, when we had any mateer of
importance at {take, we fhould be a: our wit’s end.

On the other hand, if we had reafon to fuppofe that an
eternal fate and uncontroulable neceflity d‘le\.LLd the courfe
of things, it would be our duty to wait ia perfeél tranquility

tiil
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till their pleafure was made known, and then to fubmit to
the decree without a ftruggle or a murmur. On this {cheme,
reafon and prudence, cﬁort and action would be completely
fuperfeced ; nothing being more obvious than that fate can-
not be altered, and that it is vain to contend with neceflity.

h\cn(nlthc beft fyltems of infidelity, our exiltence and
the world around us would be gloomy and uncomfortable,
Unknown and irrefiltible powers, who had counted man-
kind worthy of no communication of their will, would be
working on every fide, without any regard for our happinefs.
Ignorant of their nature, and of the ends of their adminiftra-
tion, in profperity we fhould not be able to enjoy ourfelves,
or the arbitrary gifts of our invifible benefactors ; and in ad-
veriity we would have no prefent help, and no fuftaining
hope of tuture deliverance.

The belief of the exiftence and government of an everlaft-
ing and Almighty Being, wife, and jult, and beneficent,
c01xpo%=<nn'ﬂmrg and gives us courage and confidence in
the IMML}&(lOU“LLﬂeS. By the difcoveries of revelation,
bis perfections are made our truft, and his providence be-
comes our fafegnuard. There we learn that infinite wifdom
cannot erry and that eternal goodnefs is incapable of change ;
that the intelligence which knows the end from the begin-
ning, can ordain nothing but what is good, and that udldtla

once ordained can never be improved, and confequently will
not be altered.

Thele principles of religion infpire us with confidence in
the order of nature,and in the efficacy of our own exertions.
“Thevy aflure usthat in the time tocome as well asin that which
is paft, the fun will rife inthe eaft, and the magnet point to
the pole ; thatin the fame latitudes the variation and decli-
nation of the needle will be regulated by the fame laws ;
and that in fimilar circumftances, fimilar appearances will
be the indication of {imilar effells.

Proceeding on thefe folid principles, which are eftablifhed
by religion with itill greater authority than by philofophy,
:‘ern,rxrr\rmyisinsanchox,and {preads his canvas to the
brecze. Under their ducktun1nelnufucshm courfe through
the pa ‘11:fu\legrs ; fweeps the horizon to afcertain the mid-
day hour; calculates his diftance from his port, and even
ventus <\to p'>”‘t:nethnc of his arrival.

! do not mean, however, to aflert by any of the preceding
oblervations, thar the perfons who act upon thefe principles
do it with defign, or in a religious fpirit. It is much to be

feared
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feared that this is very feldom the cafe. Walking in a
beaten tiack, and guldcd by cuftom and habit, they too often
take advantasc of them, as circumftances require, without
any refleCtion at all. In the fame fituation they repeat the
fame action, inftinétively and mechanically, with no concern
about its immediate operation, or the ultimate effects which
it is intended to produce. Neverthelefs, when we trace their
condu& to the foundation on which it refts, it evidently re-
folves itfelf into the principle here afligned, the belief that a
wife and bencficent providence rules the world by general
and unalterable laws. ‘

So neceflary is the exiftence and government of God to
the exiftence of the world, and the comfort of his creatures,
and fo true is it that in every ftep we take, we carry at leaft
the praétical conviction of his exiftence and government at
our heart, and in our bands. Qur belief of this truth is ex-
prefled or implied in thke whole of our conduct, but more
efpecially in our hazardous undertakings ; and confidering
how important this grand principle is to our fecurity and en-
joyment, it i our reproach as well as our crime, that we
are ever (o inattentive to our intereft, as to at upon it with-
out proper featiments of rational truft and filial piety.

This inattention and negligence will appear more inexcu-
{able in fuch as frequent the fea, if we confider, in the 2d -
place, the fignal manifeftations of the power and provxdc nce
of God which are daily made to them on that element.
“ They that go down to the fea in fhips, that do bufinefs in
“ great waters : thefe (ee the works of the Lord, and his
¢ wonders in the deep.”

The wifdom of the Almighty ordained the*feparation of
the elements ; and by diftributing them in admirable order
and in jult proportion, he has diverfified the appearance, and
increated the perfetion of his works. The fea, that grand
magq'mne of mun{uxe, forms, as it were, a world by u‘~1f
is peopled by diftinét tribes of being ; and governed by ;):-
culiar laws. It likewife minifters, in an endlefs variety of
ways, to the falubrity and fertility of the earth, and to the
convenience and improvement of man. In this advanced
ftage of commercial intercourfe, it may well be faid that the
iea at once fevers and unites the mtlu.ls. In the infancy of
things, we may perhaps fuppofe that men viewed its fwelling
deeps with difmav, and turned from the advancing flood not
onl_v as from a boundary they were forbidden to pafs, but al-
{0 as from aa encmy threatening to deffroy. By degrees,
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however, they were reconciled to the appearance of thisim-
menfe affemblage of water; and having learned that “ God
¢ had broken up for it his decreed place, and fet bars and
 doors, and faid hitherto fhalt thou come but no further,
‘“and here fhall all thy proud waves be-ftaid* ;’” they ap-
proached it with confidence, and foon became famiiiar with
its ftorms and its tides. Neverthelefs, to adopt the language
of an aucient poet, threefold oak, that is, the moft invincible
refolution, muft have thielded his heart who firft violated the
{anctity of the ocean, and in a frail bark tempted the winds,
and the waves, and the feverer wrath of the angry powers
who were fuppofed to have chofen it as their peculiar refi-
dence. But gathering courage from the fuccefs of their firft
adventures, and finding the benefit of their commerce with
the deep, men foon became more enterprizing 5 and while
they proceeded with caution and prudence on their part, ho-
ped by prayers and facrifices to appeale the refentment of the
Gods of the waters, and to make them propltlous to their
defigns. Neceffity continuing to fharpen invention; expe=
dients were multiplied on expedients to add to the eafe and
falety of conveyance by water. Every new generation im-
provcd on the pralice of the paft, and tranfmitted to future
times fome valuable difcovery of its own ; till, in the pro-
grefs of art and {cience, from a raft, which a few ofiers bound
tooe'hel, a fthip was conftructed, the moft ingenious and
perfect of all the mechanical produ&mns of man,

Thus to the dominion of the earth the deminion of the
fea has been added ; and in the prefent improved ftate of
thipbuilding, the mariner enjoys almoft all the advantages
which the land affords, and delivered from the illiberal ter-
rors of fuperftition, has an opportunity of contemplating,
without interruption and without fear, the works of God,
and his wonders in the deep.

In this great department of nature, thefe are neither few
nor inconfiderable, and it is not neceflary to go far from land
to difcover them. Around the fkirts of the fhore a garden is
planted in the waters, abounding with vegetable productions
of various appearance and quality. This inarine nurfery is
exceedingly beautiful. The preparation which nature has
made to attach its productions to the bottom, and to direct
their growth to the furface and the light, is wonderful ; and
the whole of their u‘;;onomy is eftablifhed by that mafterly
fkill which bas done all things weil, In their watery bed

they
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they anfwer the good purpafes for which they were created
and neither flourith nor fade in vain.

As we depart from the land, the ocean itfelf claims our un-
divided attention. In a fate of reft it isa magnificent and
ftupendous object. Extending further than the eye or the
imagination can reach, it is poured into bays and inlets with-
out numbcr, and encompafles the earth as a girdle, W hen
the atmofphere is clear, the immeafureable expanfe of water
enlarges our faculties, znd gives elevation to our concep-
tions of the univerfe. The mind fwells with the fcene
which it contemplates ; the range of vifion is extended ; and,
for the moment, an addition {eems to be made to our notions
of infinitude,

But this is a fubject upon which we cannat enter. The
confideration of the ufes, phenomena and laws .of the ocean,
would divert us from our proper bufinefs, and lead to difcuf-
fions unfuitable to this place. Sufiice it to fay, that if the
earth is full of the riches of the creator’s wifdom and good-
nefs, foalfo is the greatand wide fea. Perhaps indeed the
ocean is more replete with life than the land, Through the
whele of its extent myriads of creatures range unconfined,
and, with all our boafted fcience, it is but little that we know
concerning them. At certain feafons of the year, particular
{pecies of them are found in one place, and at a different pe-
riod they furprize the mariner io a far diftant region. Some
rude guefles have been made with regard to the length of
their life ; but we are ftrangers to the inftinéts which regu-
late their migrations, to the routine of fervice they perform,
and to their various ufes in the fyftem of animated nature.
So far indeed as the learned have been able to examine their
external figure and their internal conformation, and to rea-
{on from thefe to their condition and bufinefs in their own
element, they have found the motft infallible proofs of the
wifdom of the Creator, and of his unwearied attention to the
perfection and happinefs of his creatures.

The feathered tribes which dwell upon the ocean, or fre-
quent its coafts, proclaim the fame comfortable truth, that
Geod is good to all, and that his tender mercies are over all
his works. The extent of the fea is their domain ; and fee-
ble as they are, they are taught to fhun, or fitted to refift the
fiercenefs of the tempeft. Wherever they are found they
appear to be at home, and though in general they move in
flocks, yet fome of them are feen alone far from any land,
and, as it weze, ina flate of exile from the relt of their (pe-v
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cies. Delighting in the filence of an untroubled retreat,
perhaps for monthq together they do not vifit the fhore ; and
their exiftence is entirely unknown fave to him who feeth all

thmm

ut a more interefting obje& fometimes attracts the ma-
riner’s notice and reminds him of the vigilance of providence.
Remote in the ocean as well as amengft the habitations of
men, the danger of\'enturing too far on forbidden ground is
occmonai;y dllp]ayed in a very affeCting manner. A bird
belonging to.the land draws near the fhip, borne on a weary
winz, uurprrzcd in all probablht), while ho»ermb on the
fmre, by a fudden blaft whofe impetuofity it was unable
to refift, it was carried out to fea, and perhaps for feveral
days was driven along, without any other exertion on its
own part but that of prcux.tmg itfelf from falling into the
water. As the fiorm abated the anxietes of felf preferva-
tion returned, and it looked round for a place of fafety. The
appearance of the fhip attracts its notice, and like the dove
at the deluge of the vld world, it draws near with confidence
and hope. “TI'he antipathies of its nature are {ubdued by fuf-
fering, ;»x'c‘ it s no longer afraid of man, It feeks a refuge
at I;i 5 [1de, and may be {ure to find one in the compaffion of the
failor, w ho has himfelf known danger and fear.—The ex-
tent of the hoftile element on which this bird was expofed,
the weaknefs of its frame, and the wonderful concurrence of
circumftances which effect its prefervation, naturally raife
the mind to the contemplation of that eternal power without
whole permiffion cven a fparrow cannot fall to the ground,
and who out of the very jaws of death can give deliverance.
In ondvnary cafes the variety at feais not great ; there is a
fatiguing famenefs in the avocations of the day ; and inci-

dents which elfewhere would be reckoned trifling are there
fufficient to amufe the mind. Of thele, bowever, all fuch
as ferve tc;um‘pofe the thoughts, and to infpire tranquility
and hope are pec culiarly pu‘.\l:')g Hence it is obiérved, with
a ming 'lcd entiment of fatisfaction and joy, that in the bofom
of the ocean the urand phenomena of nature are as magnifi-
centand beautiful as in the belt cultivated land. There the
arch of heaven preferves its rmjd‘\, and the rainbow the
{pleidour of its appearance ; there the fky is variegated with
ail the tints and {hadings which give luftire to a fummer
mo n.nw, or.mildnefs to an autumnal day. The {cene, in-
deed, is peculiar, and the mariner finds himfelf in a new fitu-
ation.  As the {un defcends below the gilded wave, a folemn
ftillnels
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tillnefs prevails; no cattle low; no fmoke riles, and no
liftant noife indicates the preflence or the labours of men.
n proportion as the laft ftreaks of reflected light difappear in
the welt, a deeper gloom advances from the oppofite quar-
ter ; and at length the horizon coalifts of dark waters and
thick clouds of the tky.

Such a fituation requires vigilance and caution, and may
lead us to conlider, in the 3d place, the various dangers to
which the feafaring life is expofed.

The defencelefs ftate of a thip at fea without confort or
convoy, the continual expofure to accidents, and the little
probability of efcape or dciivcruncc were any evil to happen,
muft in fome degree at leaft render a voyage a tedious and an
anxious period. The fafety of the mariner is always uncer-
tain, and his life is in jeopardy every hour. In the fineft
weather and with the faireft rro;pe&c the careleffnefs or
the cafualty of a moment may deftroy his hopes, and reduce
him to extremity. They who follow other profeflions may
alfo walk in the midft of dangers, of fhares, and of death;
but then thefe are in general concealed from their view, and
they proceed in a beaten track without dif {quictude or a ppre-
henfion, But a multitude of bazards furround the mariner
which perpetually ftare him in the face, and there is hardly a
ftep he can take, or a part of his duty that he can difcharge
without expofing himfelf to danger.

Belides, the mind has never either more leifure or incli-
nation to contemplate the nature of the fcene, and to dwell
on its uncertainties, than during a long voyage. Many
things occur to fix the attention on what is prefent, and few
to divert it to more exhilirating profpects. The feclufion
from the world, the abfence of friends, and of all the objects
that have been accuftomed to carry the individual beyond
him(elf, leave the mind unoccupied ; nothing interrupts the
current of unealy thought; and when our fears are once
alarined, they magnif) real and create imanrin:u'y dangers.

But even imagination, fertile as it isin fiction, can fcarce-
ly multiply the perils of the fea. So many combinations of
dlﬁlcult) and fuffering are poflible on that clcmcnr, and fuch
a variety of new and untried evils are daily experienced n
the courfe of navigation, that no- calculation of chances can
afcertain the fum of hardthip to which it is expoled. From
the hiftory of nautical expeditions of all kinds, it is evident,
that more complicated and fevere diftrefles have been endu-
red in fhips Li..m, was ever known on fhore even inthe time
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of fiege and battle. Fatigues, and terrors, and difafters are
the mariner’s infeparable attendants ; and thefe are increafed
in proportion to the charge and authority with which he is
invefted. The mafter’s office is peculiarly arduous: The
management of the fhip and the feamen is expected of him,
as well as refolution and condut in the feafon of perplexity.
Whatever is difficult or embarrafling in the voyage falls on
kim with double weight, and his vigilance and activity can
rever fleep with fafety.  Contrary winds or continued calins
are equally holtile to his repofe ; while the fcarcity of pro-
vitions, .the attack of difeafe, or the entrance of difcontent,
fummon him at once to the moft delicate and decifive inter-
polition.

The text refers in a particular manner to the labours and
dangers of the ftorm, and though thefe are not the worlt evils
incident to navigation, yet they are ofa very alarming kind,
and awaken all the anxieties of the heart.

From the feafon and fituation in which it attacks the ma-
rincr, the terror as well as danger of the {torm may be great-
Yy augmented. In the dead of night, it is an awful thing to
encounter the rage of the wind and the toflings of the fea.
Lighe is enlivening ; and the face of heaven, even though
eaveloped with clouds, infpires a degree of confidence and
fecuricy which we never poflefs in darknefs. Beldes, the
meafures to be taken for the fafety and eafe of the vellel arg
then obvious, and can be carried into execution with more
certainty and expedition, than when all is night and uproar,
snd the mafter’s orders can ncither be heard nor anticipated.

In every fituation, however, and with all poflible precau-
tion, the working of the tempeft is terrible to the mariner,
W ben heaved from its bed the ocean {wells tumultuoudly, no-
shiog can withftand the commotion. Mountains are heaped
wpon mountains, and the ftouteft fhip mwuit labour for
lite. Meanwhile dangers thicken, and fear invades
the company. Every hour their condition grows more cri-
tical 3 ¢ They mount up to the heaven, they go down again
“ to the depths : Their foul is melted becaufe of trouble,
% They reel to and fro, and ftagger like a drunken man, and
% gre at their wit’s end.”

‘The conttnuance of their trials exhaufts their firength, and
deprefles their {pirits ; and at length, overpowered by fa-
tigue, they give themfelves up to defpondence. On the
buink of eternity, they think of the feat of Judgment, and of
their appearance before God. But fears are in the way,

and
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and the fcene which excites them inftead of infpiring hope,
luggefls the idea of terrible majefty and devouring wrath.
What a moment is this for the diffolute and impure ! Their
paft a&tions rufh upon their memory, and conlcience con=-
demns them for every f{in they have committed. Stung with
remorfe, they fhrink from the thought of meeting the Fa-
ther of their {pirits in all the frefhnefs of unrepented wicked-
nefs,. But who fhall now interpofe in their behalf, or add to
their life a fhort refpite for penitence and preparation ?
‘Their friends are far diftant and cannot hear their cry ; they
are cut off from the inhabitants of the world, and there is
none to pity far lefs torelieve them. Without 2 comforter in
all the earth but the God whom they have fo often offended,
their eyes and hearts are lifted up to heaven, and they call
upon the Lord if fo be he will think upon then that they pe-
rith not. The King of mercy, whorules in the {yftem of
nature, and hears the voice of all thofe that pray unto him,
liltens to their fupplication, rebukes the wind, and fays unto
the fea, peace, be ftill. Immediately the ftorm becomes a
calm ; the fky relumes its wonted ferenity ; and the fun
looks out and {miles. ¢ Then are they glad becaufe they

“ be quiet ; fo he bringeth them unto their defired haven.”
But perhaps their hardfhlps and {ufferings are not yet atan
end.  As his home rifes before him, the joy of the mariner
is checked by the folemn confideration, that trouble is not
peculiar to the ocean, that difeafe and death are always at
work, and that every day produces changes of its own. In
this various life, mdeed, it fometimes happens, that they
who go down to the fea in fhips are preferved from the dans<
gers of their profd’mn to meet {everer affliction on the (hore.
The family and relations whom they left in health, and

whom they expected to embrace in gladnefs, dwell in the
houfe of mourning. The eyes that were wont to brighten
at the fignal of return; are clofed in death; and the heart
which overflowed with gratitude in the hour of reunion, is
covered with the clods of the valley. The habitation of do-
meftic joy is dark and empty; the voice of kindnels which
chid the loucr though involuntary abfence, is filent ; and the
tender a“acuon which fhared in every viciflitude of fortune,
anJ cailed for the whole ﬁory over and over, no longer
fweetens the bitternefs of grief, or heightens the tranfport of
joy. The u*xcxne\leunc of {uch an event, and the fudden
traniition from the elevation of hope to the depth of aflic-
tian, makes this flroke fall heavy on the head of the mariner
L'U_t
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But it is one of the calamities incident to the feafaring life,
and ought to concur with the reft in imprefling failors with
an abiding fenfe of their ablolute dependence on God, and
of his great goodnefs in faving them from fo many dangers,
and vifiting them fo feldom with fuch afiiftive difpenfa-
tions.

From this fhort and imperfect view of the perils of navi-
gation, I now proceed to oftfer fome obfervations on the fen-
timents and conduct becoming feamen. And here, furely,
I may be allowed to afk in the firft place, what returns of
veneration, obedience, and gratitude are not due from thofe
who are fo peculiarly under the care of God, and fo fignally
preferved by his providence ?

We have all received fo many bleflings from the goodnefs
of our Maker, that we are bound to love and to ferve him {o
long as we have any being. But the ordinary tenor of his
providence is {o beneficent, and in common life the gifts of
his liberality come fo much as it were in the common courfe
of things, that we do not generally perceive and acknowledge
the hand of the giver. We are only awakened to confider-
ation and gratitude by fingular and ftriking interpofitions of
mercy ; and however unthankful we may be for our daily
prefervation, and the necellary bleffings of life, we all agree
that perfons who are expofed to imminent dangers, and who
meet with furprizing deliverance, ought to teitify their de-
pendence by an exemplary piety, and to exprefs their grati-
tude by public acknowledgments,

In juftice to human nature, it muft be allowed that this
fentiment has a perceptible influence on the conduct of thofe
who have concerns at fea. Confidering that element as
hoftile to buman life, and taking it for granted that it muft
require the peculiar care of providence to preferve the ma-
riner, and to profper the bufinefs which is tranfadted in fhips,
we find that a guarded manner of expreflion, and a more than
ordinary fhew of piety diltinguilhes the converfation of the
fober part of failors, The fame thing may be remarked in
the forms of infurance and agreement refpecting fhipping.
The fupremacy of providence is devoutly acknowledged by
the contraéting parties 5 and pbrales expreflive of dependence
on the divine will, occur more frequently in their covenants,
than in other writings of a tumilar nature. Actuated by the
fame fentiment, it is common for thofe who venture en en-
terprizes not exempted from danger, without any public,
aud frequently it may be prefumed without any private fup-
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plication for the divine affiftance and protection, to requeft
the prayers of the Church before they preceed to fea.

On that turbulent element men live under the impreffion
and the awe of a fuperior. They are encompafled with a
iky which blackens contrary to their expectation, and find
themfelves at the mercy of winds and waters over which they
have no controul. The fenfe of fear isalmoft infeparable
from fuch a fituation; it is excited by the grand difplay of
power; by the magnitude of the danger, and the active foli-
citudes of felf-prefervation. Amidft the workings of the
deep we look up with awful reverence to thatinvifible arm,
which rules the moft aétive elements with as much eafe as
the moft inert. 'This fentimeut is fo natural to the human
mind, that we find the prophet Jeremiah employing it with
great effe&t in his expoftulation with the difobedient Jews.
¢ Fear ye not me, faith the Lord, will ye not tremble at m
¢« prefence, which have placed the fand for the bound of the
¢ fea by a perpetual decree that it cannot pafs it ; and though
“ the waves thereof tofs themfelves, yet can they not
“ prevail, though they roar yet can they not pafs over
0 R E

But though the fear of God, worked into the mind by the
manifeftations of his pewer, ought always to operate as a
reftraint from offending him, yet it is a tranfient as well as
an illiberal emotion, and cannot fafely be trufted as the guide
of conduct, Better principles ought to guard the virtue,
and prompt the obedience of the Chriftian failor. You have
heard of the long fuffering patience of God, and of his good-
nefs in the Gofpel ; you have cried to him in trouble, and
been delivered, and when he makes you to dwell at eafe,
will you forget his mercy, or your obligations to gratitude ?
In the feafon of tranquility, it is your duty to cherifh the re-
membrance of the protection that was extended to you in
the hour of difmay, and to let that remembrance give fer-
vour to your piety, and firmnefs to your obedience. It is
your duty to dedicate the life which God preferved from the
proud waters to religion and holinefs, to cultivate the {pirit
of devotion, to attend the public worthip of your preferver,
and to publith what he has done for your fouls in the pre-
fence of your brethren. Thefe duties are forcibly and pa-
thetically recommended in the text, * Oh that men would
“ praife the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his wonderful
“ works to the children of men! Let them exalt him alfo
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“in the congregation of the people, and praife him in the
« affembly of the elders.”
By fuch rational and manly condu& you would unfpeaka-

; bly promote your comfort and peace of mind. A ftedfalt
truft in God, ‘and a devout dependence on his providence,

! would arm you with courage and conftancy for all the la-
bours of your profeflion. Genuine piety would purify the
imagination from vifionary terrors, and caft out every fear
but the fear of doing wrong. Shadowy prefages, evil omens,
and unlucky days, the reliques of ancient fuperitition,at which
the uninftruéted failor ftill trembles, would no longer be re-
garded with cowardly dread; things that are indifferent
would ceafe to give birth to anticipations of difafter ; and all
the varieties of appearance in the fea and the fky would be
viewed without apprehenfion., Safe in the divine protec-
tien, and fure of a friend in the ruler of the ftorm, even
amidft the wrath of the elements, the pious mariner would
pofiefs his foul in patience, and aét in the very face of death
with that calm ferenity which is fe ufeful in defperate
cafes. Animal courage is an uncertain quality, dependent
on circum(tances, and apteft to fail when needed moft. At
any rate, no rigidity of nerves, or boldnefs of natural temper,
can beﬂow that real bravery which fprings from a good con-
fcience, and from the confidence of fafety. In the hour of j
trial to unaffifted nature the value of true piety is fully pro-
ved. ¢ Godis our refuge and ftrength,” fay the good, ¢ a ‘
“ very prefent help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear
¢ though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be
« carried into the midft of the {ea, lhougn the waters
¢ thereof roar and be troubled, thoeugh the mountains fhake il
¢ with the {wellings thereof.*”’

In the 2d place, let me admonifh thofe who frequent the
fea to beware of an unprofitable and pernicious finy to which
from example and inconfideratenefs they are much expofed,
not to fay addi&ted ; I mean the fin of pn,fanc {wearing,

In order to prefcrve on the mind of his creatures that awa
ful reverence which is due to the majefty of his perfections,
and that inviolable fan&ity which is effential to the obligation
of an oath, God commanded by an immutable law, that his :
holy name thould not be taken in vain. (

There is a folemnity and ftrength in the penal fan&ion of
this precept which ought never to be forgotten. ¢ Thou
¢ fhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain ; for-
¢ the Lord will not hold him guiltlefs that taketh his name
¢ in vain.” Now,

Ptalms xlvi. 2,
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Now, if we attend to our feelings in ordinary life, we will
find that it is natural for ourfelves to be extremely jealous of
the manner in which our name is mentioned. All nations
have fhewn a wonderful delicacy on this fubjeét, and the very
firucture of language bears witnefs to the folicitude of man-
kind to avoid offence by rudenels in addrefiing the prefent,
or a difrefpeéiful ufe of the names of the abfent. Indeed
there is no expreflion of contempt more mortifying, than the
unceremonious and fcornful ufe of our name. Even between
equals the uneafy emotion which this incivility produces is
very pungent 3 it brings the fluth of indignation into the
face, embitters our refentments againft an enemy, and oc-
cafions at leaft a temporary difguft with a friend. But if it
is unfeemly and improper for a man to ufe the name of his
fellow in a familiar and difrefpeéiful manner, how infinitely
more unfeemly and improper muft it be for creatures to prof-
titute and abufe the name of their Creator, to make it the
burden of their converfation, and to degrade it asa kind of
expletive in the chafims of their difcourfe? Other f{ing, as
has often been obferved, may have their temptations and
their alleviating circumftances, but for this fin there is no
apology. Neither pleafure nor profit can refult from the
profane habit of taking the name of God in vain. Even
when ufed as an affeveration, perhaps the moft plaufible pre-
tence that can bealleged for the impious praclice, it defeats its
purpofe, and ‘inftead of adding credit and authority to the re-
lation it was meant to corroborate, uniformly excites a fuf-
picion and diftruft of the defigns of the narrator. A perfon
of good faith needs no atteftation to the truth of his report,
and an army of oaths will not give credit to the lips of a liar.
From thefe obfervations we may learn, in part, the crimi-
nality of profane fwearing, and the reafon why God will not
hold them guiltlefs who are addicted to it.

The habit implies a culpable want of reverence for his
divine majefty, and a determined fpirit of difobedience with-
out the profpect of reward ; it deliroys the practical regard
which is due to the fupreme object of religious worfhip, and
weakens the fanctions of an oath, the lalt bond of truth and
civil fociety.

Befide all this, fuch as follow the fea ought to recollect
that profanc {wearing” is peculiarly unfuitable to their de-
fencelefs cendition. Your calling, as has repeatedly been
ftated, is full of hazard, and in the time of neced no other
arm but God’s can fave you from deftruction. Be exhorted

Ca then




[ 20 ]

then to refpect in the day of quiet that holy name which you
muft invoke when at your wit’s end. Be not wicked over
much ; and ceafe to imprecate on every trifling occafion the
wrath of the Almighty, left you fo far provoke his indigna-
tion, as to mzke bim fulfil at your lateft hour the moft terri-
ble denunciation in the fcriptures. ¢ Becaufe ye have fet at
“ nought all my counfel, and would none of my reproof, 1
¢ alfo will laugh atyour calamity and mock when your fear
“ cometh ; when your fear cometh as defolation, and your
¢¢ deftruétion cometh as a whirlwind,*”’

In the 3d place, Remembering the difficulties of ycur
profeflion, and the accidents to which it expofes you, be
admonifhed to be temperate and fober in all things.

It would exhauft your patience, and require a volume to
enumerate the evils which are occafioned by drunkennefs.
That ftupifying vice is equally pernicious to the body, the -
mind, and the worldly intercits of thofe who furrender them-
{elves to its power. But befide the long train of diret evils
which it never fails to praduce, 1t alfo operates as an inlet to
every fpecies and degree of wickednefs, The drunkard has
no command over himfelf, gnd in the paroxyfms of intoxica-
tion is equally liable to perpetrate the vileft or the moft atro-
cious crimes. ‘¢ Who hath woe? who hath forrow? who
¢ hath contentions ? who hath wounds without caufe ? They
¢ that tarry long at the wine.”

The feriptures compare the ftate of a drunkard on fhore
to that of a perfon who lieth down in the midft of the fea, or’
of one that fleepeth on the top of a maft. - But how wmuch
more imminent is the danger on that devouring element ?
The mariner needs a clear eye and a fteady hand : All his
faculties are neceflary to him ; for when the fhip is under
fail there is no time to rellify miftakes, and in general the
inadvertence of a moment is punithed with immediate death.

It is peinful to recollet how great a number of failors, in
the midit of their vigour and ufefulnefs, are annually loft to
their families, their friends, and their country, by this deba-
fing vice. Surprized-in the frenzy or the infenfibility of
drunkennefs, they are carried without a moment’s prepara-
tion to the judgment of God, to give an account of their
life, and of the defencelefs condition in which they allowed
themf{elves to be cut off in the midft of their days.

This confideration is awful, and ought to have its weight
with drunkards. But perhaps it is unneceflary to expoftu-

late
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late with them on the folly and danger of their condull ; foe
among the other effeéts of that deftructive habit, thisis not
the leaft alarming one, that it generally acquires fuch a com-
plete afcendancy 1n the end, as to become almoft, if not altc-
gether, invincible. Let fuch then as are yet unenflaved re-
joice in their fobriety, and be thankful to God for’his pre-
venting and reftraining grace. Let them hold faft their in-
tegrity in this inftance, and determine to avoid, fo long as
they live, all approaches to drunkennefs, with as much care
as they would avoid the worft evils that can befal them,

Laftly, to fobriety and temperance it would be your wif.
dom to add moderation and frugality.

The life you lead is a rough and laborious one, and your
wages arc hardly earned. Much painful work muit be per-
formed, and many an inclement night fpent on the watch,
even in the courfe of a profperous voyage. Hence it is ob-
vious that the duties of the naval profefiion require health,
and ftrength, and an unbroken conftitution; at the fame
time it is plain that thefe duties neceflarily fhorten the dura-
tion of that period in which only they can be borne. Se-
vere exertion, want of regular reft, and increafe of anxiety
and fuffering in the worft weather, with frequent and fudden
changes of climate and provifions, undermine the conftitu-
tion, wafte the principle of life, and produce a premature
old age. Accordingly it has often been remarked, that there
are in comparifon but few grev-headed failors, and that in
the evening of life a perfon of that profeffion can give buta
forrowiul account of the companions of his youth and his
voyages. In the fame fhip the {ucceflion of crews is rapid,
though the owners remain unchanged; and few failors, in
proportion, continue fit for fervice to the time of their death,
when that event is produced by the gradual decay of age.
If thefe obfervations are juft, it follows of courfe that even
independent of accidental calamity, a long fealon of inaction
lies before the mariner, which muft be comfortable or un-
comfortable according to the prudence or imprudence of his
condu&t while in the receipt of wages,

Hence refults the obligation fa peculiarly incumbent on
failors to be faving of their gains, and to provide in the time
of health and fervige for the helpleflnefs of infirmity, and the
wants of old age. Unfortunately, however, in {pite of fenfe
and reafon, tae {pirit'of prodigality and waftefulnefs has long
been regarded as one of the diftinguithing chara&eriftics of
the leafaring life ; and from the number and the arts of thoic

wio




[ 22 ]

who are interefted in encouraging it, and from the gene-
rofity of nature from which it is of purpofc fuppofed to {pring,
it has been fan&ioned by cultom, and is now almoft con-
verted into a profeflional habit.

Sailors no doubt have many and ftrong temptations to run
snto extremes in condu@®. The reltraints to which they
are fubjeSted on thip-board are removed when they reach
their hmbour; and it is wondeful in how thort a {pace the
simpreflions of the voyage are obliterated.  As the vifions of
fleep are difperfed by the light of the morning, fo the ideas
which occupied the mind ar fea are icattered by the fight of
the {lrore. Fatigue and fear are no longer felt ; vows are
forgotten with the perils which ||oduced them ; and from
the very abltinence of their life, failors ruth upon forbidden
pleafures with all the hunger of appetite.

In thefe-intervals of fervice they heed not the ftorms that
are pafty nor the approaching miferies of being at once
Fn ndlefs, and indigent, and old. By an oath and a jelt they
banifh ferious thought, and take courage in diffipating the
wages which ought to fupport and cheer their declining days.

But in the end they fuffer feverely for their mifconduét,
When difcharged as no longer capable of fervice, they have
neither refource nor afylum. Eltranfrcd from their friends
by the nature of their employment, and w holly unqualified
for the ordinary labours of life, they are forced to calt them-
felves upon the charity of the public. The condition of the
mendicant poor is always humlh‘mng ; but when there is a
prefumption that the be s poverty has been occafioned
by his vices, his folicitations excite little compaflion, and
even his impomunty extorts but fcanty alms.

There is no otier wayv of avoiding fuch wretchedne(s, but
by avoiding the folly and extravagance which produce it.
Be it then your fixed purpofe to act a rational and fober part,
Not that | would harden your hearts againft the entrance of
pity, or (hut your hands againit the claims of diftrefs. Ex-
erciie compaffion and beneficence, only guide your affairs
with difcretion, Live by principle, and pu(«.n‘)c to your=
felves an honourable ceconomy. Cherifh no fuperfluous de-
fires, and incur no unncceflary expence, that if accident or
growing infirmities fhould difable you for fervice, it may be
i your power to retire to fome decent ftation, in which the
laft years of life may be ufeful and ha pp".

Burt here you will naturally recoilect that this is not the
whole of the provifion which it becoimes you to make for the

future.
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future. Melancholy and uncomfortable were the ftormy
voyage of human life, if it condulted us to no fafe haven of
peace and of joy. But beyond this fea of trouble there is a
harbour of everlafting reft. The inconveniences and evils
which diftrefs us here have no exiftence in that unclouded
region ; the wind and the waves are ftill; the danger of
fhipwreck is over ; the condition of the good is happy be-
yond conception ; and their happinefs will have no end. Is
it not of the firft importance then to be ready, if we may be
allowed the expreflion, for this final embarkation? In this
{ublunary ftate every thing is uncertain. Our labours may
be fruitlefs and our preparations vain, for death and judg-
ment only are fixed and unavoidable. Be it therefore your
firft and chief care to make your peace with God according
to the terms of the Gofpel. Confider your ways, and re-
pent of your fins; pray for the forgivenef(s of God througi
the interceffion of Jefus, and for the grace of his {pirit to keep
you from falling in the time to come. Give not fleep to
your eyes nor flumber to your eyelids till you have made
fome progrefs in this moft needful work ; and when you have
once heartily begun it, you may go down to the fea in fhips
and do bufinefs in great waters in the calm and in the ftorm;
in peace and in war, knowing that (God is your faviour, and
that under his protection no lafting evil can befal you.

“ And now, Brethren, I commend you to God, and to the
“ word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to
“ give you an inheritance among all them which are fancti-
s fed. » ‘

* A&s xx. 33,
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TO THE HONOURABLE

THOMAS ANDREW STRANGE,

Chief-Fuflice of His Majefly’s Province, and Prefident of
His Miajefly’s Council of Nova-Scotiay e, &e, e

Six,
N delivering the following Sermon to the prefs, at the
& defire of a loyal and generous Congregation, I embrace,
with heart-felt pleafure, the public opportunity afforded me

of exprefling my affeGion for your perfon and charalter,

Mortives of efteem and fentiments of gratitude, have

prompted me to infcribe with your name, a difcourfe, the
object of which is to expofe the evils of anarchy, and to con-
cur with divine providence in maintaining the great caufe
of religion, government and order. But had not thefe
perfonal confiderations determined my choice, the unani-
mous voice of an approving people would moft certainly
have direted me to offer that tribute to the prefent Chief-
Juftice of Nova-Scotia, whofe ability in expounding our
laws can only be equalled by his impartiality and firmnefs
in applying them ; whofe adminiftration has reprefled the
fpirit of litigation, fhortened the duration of fuits, and
made a happy Province feel, in the moft fenfibie manner, the
benign influence of the Britith Contftitution, and the glo-

rious fecurity of Englifh law.

IN anage that peculiarly needs the weight and authority
of religious example, Chriflianity is pleafed to rank you,
A 2 with
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with the Hales and Talbots of former times, among the
Sele&t Band of her enlightened Friends. Amidft the
fcoffings of infidelity, the acquifition of fuch a difciple is
a confolation and a triumph. Your profeflional habits
give a pledge to the public that you have embraced the
Gofpel on mature examination of its evidence, and a ra-
tional conviction of its truth.; while the incorruptibility of
your heart affures us that no fecondary cenliderations min-

gle with your piety, or affect your obfervance of religious

duty.
With the pureft regard,
I have the honor to be,
SIR,
Your moft obedient and very humble fcz'vama
ANDREW BRQWN,
Hartrax, Jan. 1, 1795,
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HALIFAX, December 35, 17944
REVEREND SIR,

WE, the Elders and Committce of the Proteftant Diffenting
Churchy fenfible of the duty incumbent on all men to notice the
dealings of Divine Providence towards them, more ¢fpecially
in thofe [eafins when great commotions prevail in the world,
to trace their caufes with becoming [ubmiffion to the Divine
Will, as far as may be confiffent with that humility which
ought to diftinguifh the Chriftian from the mere philofophic
enquirer 5 and to improve fuch direful events as have fo lately
difturbed the peace and repofe of Chriftendom to the furtherance
and [upport of picty and virtue : Having beard with great
[atisfatlion your Serman an the laff Lord’s Day—wherein the
accurrences of thefe later daysy, with the confequences aliually
fowing from tbem, and thofe which may be yet apprebended,
were flated and impraved to the [upport of Chriflian Morality ;
and conceiving that the publication of that Difcourfe might
vrove ufeful : Do, therefore, in behalf of ourfelves and the
Congregation at large, requeft the favor of your confent toit’s
being publifbed, and, in order theretyy hope you will indulge
us with a Copy for the Prefs.

We are,
Reverend Sir,
Your faithful Friends
and obedient humble Servants,

BENJAMIN SALTERY JOHN BROWN

THOMAS AUSTEN BENJAMIN BRIDGE el
WILLIAM ANNAND ADAM FITE e
ALEX. BREMNER PETER M‘NAB

WILLIAM DUFFUS
GEORGE GRASSIE
THOMAS FILLIS

\/
COMMITTEE,

Reverend Dr. ANprEw Brownw.

o ———






II Tim. iii. I

THIS KNOW ALSO, THAT IN THE LAST DAYS PERILOUS
TIMES SHALL COME.,

¥ N the ordinary courfe of things time fteals away un-.

: heeded. The occurrence of the hour engages atten-
tion, the laws of nature operate in filence, and feafons
revolve without reminding us that the year is on the wing.

Yet there are ftated periods and particular days which
call us to confider the unceafing progrefs of time, the rapi-
dity of its departure, and the events it has brought to matu-
rity. Inthe fucceflions of duration whatever term is fet
apart to an appropriate purpofe, and returns at a given feas
fon, becornes remarkable and interefting, 1t roufes us from
our ufual ftate of indifference, and is produlltive of ferious
thought. Such is the conclufion of one year, and the
commencement of another. For as in common life we
cannot take a laft leave of an old acquaintance without a
mixture of melancholy and regret, however carelefsly we
may have met and parted in the daily intercourfe of fociety;

fo however inattentive we may have been to the {maller
portions of the year, we tannot bid farewell to the year
itfelf
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ftfelf without emotion. At the approach of its luft day the
mind is awakened :© We refleét that fo many more of our
appointed months are paft, and cannot be recalled; that
hopes und fears, pleafures and pains, once interefting, are
gone forever ; that our probationary ftate is fo much nearer
its conclufion 3 and that we are about to enter on an un-
tried being, concerning which our experience can give us

no definite information,

Throughout the Chriftian world, this {eafon of the year
is particularly hallowed from the relation it bears to the
birth and appearance of the Saviour of men. Hence to
that {pirit of focial feftivity, which has probably been de=
rived from the ancient faturnalia, it has been cuftomary, in
many churches, to add pious celebrations commemorative
of the happy ®ra of the Mefliah’s reign, and to encourage
charitable colleftions, as moft expreifive of the rational and
beneficent joy of Chriftian worfhip., In all religious com-
munities fome notice is taken of the memorable events
which diftinguith this anoual epoch, of the refleCtions
which the peculiar afpeét of the times is fitted to producé,
and of the leffons of inttruction it ought to inculcate.
During my miniftry I have not been inattentive to the in-
fluence of times and aflociations on the human mind. In
former fermone at this feafon, I have recounted the fignal
revglutions which paft years have accomplifhed, dweiting
with devout joy on the fulnefs of time which witnefled the
Saviour’s incarnation, and liftened to the fong of the angels
in the fields of Bethlehem. At this feafon I have alfo

preached on the unceafing flux of earthly things, on the

fhortnefs and uncertainty of human life, on the importance

of
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of our fpiritual intereft, and the folemn warning given us
by the expiring year to be mindful of our end.

On this laft {abbath of another year, when a dark cloud
overfpreads the earth, [ purpofe to lead your thoughts to
the perils to which the caule of religion, government and
mankind is expofed in the prefent confli¢t of nations, par-
ties and opinions.

The difcuflion of political intérefts and of the fa&ions of
the world, it is true, belongs not to the pulpit of the Chriftian
minifter ; and you will bear me witnefs, thatI have not
often allowed public tranfa&ions to give a colouring to
religious inflru&ion. Difapproving, as I do in general, of
the . practice of political preaching, the news of yefterday,
the paffions of to-day; and the hopes and fears of to-mor-
row, have been induftrioufly excluded from this facred
place. The doltrines and duties of the Gofpel of peace,
thole eternal truths of immutable obligation, that can give
birth to no diveriity of fentiment, and are wholly of a pra&i-
cal nature, form the fubje@s of our meditation in the houfe
of prayer and by aniniating youtoacquit yourfelves s can-
didates for heaven, I have hoped to be able to guide you to

a virtuous and manly condu& in your public and private
ftations on the earch,

Neverthelefs, an occafional and difpaffionate confidera-
tion of the affairs of the world, as ordered by God for the
correétion and inftruction of the nations, can [carcely be
reprefented as incompatible with the fpirit of Chriftian
worlhip, or the obje&t of religious inftru&tion. From the
magnitude of the interefts which they involve, the prefent
times challenge particular notice; and when fo many mif-

thicvous arts ar¢ employed to poifon the popular mind, the

B expofed
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expofed condition of their flocks, demands from Chriftiam

minifters whatever fhall be thought neceflary for informa-«

tion or conducive to fafety.

In our remote fituation and cemparative infignificance in
a political view, we may perhaps {fuppofe that we zrein no
degree concerned in the general convulfions of the earth.
Secure in this idea, many of us have poflibly never turned
our thoughts to the nature of the prefent war with the anar-
chy of France, or to the confequences that would inevita=
bly follow the fuccefs or failure of the national arms, Yet
furely a well informed judgment is always'defireable in it-
felf, and always of ufe for the regulation of conduét. The
loweft of us too, ought to recollect that his intereft is eflen-
tially concerned in the fate of his country, and that he muft
take his full thare of her profperity or adverfity.

Let us then contemplate the object of the war ftill raging
with unabated violence, that we may view it with proper
fentiments ; that we may offer our prayers to God for its
termination with an underftanding heart; and learn from the
events we are witneffing, the leffons that they are calcula=
ted to teach.

‘To give our meditations on this (ubject a proper extent,
I thall 1ft. Endeavour to explain the peril of the times.

2dly. Point out the probable reafons for which God has
made the times fo perilous, and the moral effets which he
intends them to produce.

After which I fhall dire your attention to cur own ex-
ifting condition in this part of the Empire, asfuggefting
the devouteft fentiments of gratitude to our invifible, but
beneficent Préferver, 3. Let
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1. Let us confider the peril of the prefent times, ¢ This
know alfo, thatin the laft days perilous times fhall come.”

Engrofled with the objeéts that claim our attention, mag-
nifying prefentinterelts, and regarding thole dangers which
threaten our repofe as of extraordinary confequence to the
world, we are always liable to err in applying particular
prophecies to the age in which welive, Yet in affuming
it as a facl, thatthe prefent times are perilous, and that in
the fulleft fenfe of the text with its illuftrations, I am not
afraid of incurring the reproach of perverting [cripture by
apy one who fhall attend to the reafons on which this appli-

cation of it is founded,

From a variety of caufes however, men feem to be lefs
alarmed at the prefent portentous afpeét of human affairs,
than the importance of the bleflings now at {take can well
jultify, In part, no doubt, this culpable inattention to the
figns of the times, arifes from the ordinary apathy of human
nature, and in part from a relaxed morality, a growing hard-
nefs of heart, and from certain peculiarities in the manner
of reprefenting the fubfifting firuggle between the nations,
which have operated on public opinion with a moft unhappy
influence. But the peril of the times is only fo much the
more formidable, in proportion as its extent and proximity
are not feen by the great body of mankind. A phial of
wrath has been poured upon the nations, and well might
the dilpenfing Angel, as the drops began to fall, cry wae,
woe, woe, to ihe inhabitants of the earth !

In our own cafe it may truly be faid, that the prefent con-
flict is the moft important in its principle, and will be the

moft decifive in its confequences of any national quarrel
B 3 that
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that ever demanded the unanimityand vigour of Biitons,
fince the foundation of the monarchy. Prior to its com-

" mencement, various circumf{tances had occurredto enlighten

mankind on the fubject of Civil Governmment, and to carry
the {pirit of liberty to a greater height than it bad ever be-
fore attained. At the opening of their Revolution, the
attentive world watched, with anxious expeltation, the deli-
berations of the affembled Reprefentatives of the French
people. - Even their hereditary enemies looked on with
pleafure and approbation, while temper and wifdom ruled
their councils, and led them in the path-of moderation and
juftice to fubftantial reform. But the progrefs of their
proceedings foon excited very different fentiments, Of
thefe, however, it is neither my defire, nar compatible with
my defign, to give an biftorical detail, Suffice it here
to obferve, that having taken leave of reafon, juftice and
liberty ; having murdered their King, abjured their God,
and fubverted all the wife inftitutions of policy, which nea
ceflity and experience had contrived to enfure the ftability of
nations, the perfons exercifing the executive Government
of France, declared their country in a ftate of permanent
revolution, and let loofe the incalculable force of a popu-
lation of twenty-fix millions, not to revenge or prevent
injuriesi not ta reclaim rights detained by injultice, or to
defend pofleflions invaded by the luft of dominion ; but to
propagate their political {yftem, to enforce the approbation
of their outrageous proceedings, and to reduce other na-
tions to the fame ftate of violence and mifrule into which

“they had plunged their own.

“This atrocious conduét neceflarily {prang from the fpirit
of the new principles, which are incompatible with juitice,
order
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order and tranquility at home, and with the exiftence of
any regular Government en the face of the earth, Yet
with a Demon’s purpofe, the anarchy of France aflumed
an Angel’s form. Affelting to be the affertor of univerfal
freedom, it offered fraternity to an aftonithed world, Em-
boldened by the general fentiment of popular favour, which
in the begzinning had operated {trongly on their {ide, the
French levellers meditated the accomplithment of their ne-
farious defigns by cajoling the goad into a deceitful trag-
quility, and employing the bad as inffruments to {trike a
univerfal blow. Hence the leaders of the Convention
placed their firlt dependence on the power of fophiftry ; and
before they declared war againft the nations whichdifapproved
their meafures, they refolved to feduce the great mafs of
the people to their party. For this purpofe a legion of
apoftles was levied among the clubs, to preach the vary-
ing doctrines of Paris in all the languages of EurOpé;
while the grand mafters of falle reafloning were put into
a ftate of requifition to proclaim the age of anarchy
{from the prefs. This plan of diffeminating their politics
embraced the whole community of mankind,  They who
could read learned the favoured fyftem from books, and
they who had only ears to hear were taught it by the aflidui-
ty of very zealous miffionaries, When hottilities com-
menced, the fame infidious arts were continued, With
murder in their hearts and daggers in their hands, the
‘rench anarchifts protefted that they had no controverfy
sith the people whom they attacked, but only with the
ranny of their rulers, Quitting the practice of fair war,

d converting every appearance to theic.mifchievous pur-
pofes, they reprefented the general combination of Euro-

pean
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pean powers, which their unqualified attack on the ex-
iftence and rights of every independent nation had produced,
as a conipiracy of kings and defpots againft liberty, a con-
federacy of privileges and orders againft reformation, and of
opulence and feudal tenures againft the eftablithment of

equality and the rights of man.

Much has been fpoken and written in proof of thefe po-
fitions, by the fecret emillaries and avowed defenders of the
French Revolution. And when we confider the natural
attractions of their doftrines, the fplendid, but deceitful
colouring, of which they are fufceptible, and their wondere
ful conformity to the defires and wifhes of the poor, the
unfortunate, and unprincipled of every country, it will
ceafe to be a matter of juft furprize, that they fhould have

cained a multitude of converts, even in the bofom of the

§
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pieft government that ever blefied a people,

Yet the malignant deflign with which they were obtruded
on the world, ought to have guarded mankind againft their
pernicious influence. By the [pecious fophiftry of their
bulletins, declarations and addrefles, the French demagogues
hoped to infpire their own people with the ardour of en-
thufiafm, and to perfuade them that they were going forth,
as the foldiers of liberty, to ‘fight unwilling flaves, ta
rid the earth of oppreflion, and to conferbleflings on the
conquered.  From the pamphlets of their emiflaries they
expeited other effects not lefs important. They trufted
that they would be fuccefsful, in exciting infurre&ions, and
in ranging the governors and the governed on different
fides in the progrefs of the difpute. ‘The fplendid pro-
feffions, and fhamelels mifreprefentations of the French

anarchifts,
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anaichifts, ought therefore to be regarded as parts of the
effeive force, by which they endeavour to circumfcribe

the operations of their enemies, and to enfure the accom-
plifhment of their own fchemes of {ubverfion,

For when confidered in a juft point of view, the prefent
war can in no telpect be called a war of kings, orders, or
privileges, however much it may ultimately affe&t their ex-
iftence. It is a war of juft defence againft uprovoked ag-
greflion, of order againft confufion, of law againft licenti-
oufnefs, and of the good againft the bad. Waitnefs the pa-
trons and promoters of the new doltrines throughout the
world. The worthlefs and abandoned of every nation are
now in arms, openly countenancing; or fecretly abetting the
Parifian fyftem, not from a love to the French, but from the
hope of renewing, in confequence of their fuccefs, thofe
fcenes of plunder and revenge in their own country, which
have been the reward of their crimes. Hence this war in-
volves our deareft rightsy and every obje& that can make

life either fafe or defireable.

T'he danger of fair defeat on the field of battle, is the leaft
of the evils with which it threatens us. Qur Conflitution is
in peril. -~ The favourite faying of the leaders of the Con-
vention, that the Republic of France muft perifh; or the
Monarchies of Europe come to an end with the century,
announces, with {ufficient precifion, the danger to which,in
this conflict, our national eftablifhments are expofed, Were
fuccefs to attend the arms and the machinations of anarchy,
the ' ability of the French nation to affift thofe who profefs
the fame principles, and worfhip the fame idols in other
countrics, would be inconceivably increafed ; while on theit
part the deflire of imitating 2 fuccefstul example would pro-

’ bably
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bably be excited beyond the poffibility of reftraint. In fuch
a cafe the attempt, at leaft, would be made, to introduce the

fyftem ofequality intoother countries,and to (eize the fpoils
it offers to the bhand of rapacity. Other Egalite’s and
other Mirabeau’s, other Briflot’s and other Condorcet’s;
other Robefpierre’s and other Danton’s would lead on the
gang of infurgents and affaffins. Health and fraternity,
profcription and the guillotine; would refound from fhore to
fhore ; and in other lands; as well as in France, the months

would be marked with new days of carnage and mourning,

Religion is alfo laked on the iffue of this conflict.  1f by the
jealoufy and difunion of the Allied Powers; and the difpofiti-
on too apparent in fome of them to count the expence of
the wat with 2 mifer’s niggardlinefs, France were to gain
her meditated afcendancy in Europe; Chriftianity would be
difgraced for a feafon. Every thing venerable would be
denounced by the frantic orators of the day. The temples
in which our fathers worthipped would be polluted by vile
proceflions ;3 and plundered of every precious monument;
would either be thrown open to the winds and rains of
beaven, or fhut up in the gloominefs of night. Nature,
liberty, and the rights of man woyld be proclaimed as the
divinities of the human race ; or the flill firanger gods of
Robefpierre : and the tenth day would again claim the una<
hallowed worfhip of a proftrate world: Secularized and
difhonoured, the minifters of religion would be profcribed
with the moft unfeeling cruelty, and expofed without a re=
fuge to ail the mifery of their fate,~—asno generous govem;
ment would remain to receive themto its bofom, to relieve
their wants, and dry their tears, as the Gallican clergy found
in Britain, on the day when their country thirfted for their
blood. : Iz
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In fuch a wreck; morals, ordery and every falutary inflitu-
tion would inevitably perifb. During the reign of anarchy,
when the people, 7. e. the unprincipled and fanguinary are
{fupreme, the bonds of fociety are diffolved, and all the ma-
lignity of the paflions rages without controul. The milk of
human kindnefs is curdled by fear. Perfonal and party in-
terefts become the fole concern of each individual § and in
purfuing them the moft viclent meafures are always prefer-
red, as being moft fafe and {ummary: In fuch a ftate of
things there is neither fecurity nor enjoyment. Every one
ftands on the brink of the precipice, and trembles for his
life. ‘This irritability of mind naturally tends to the in-
creafe of crimes. Pity is banithed from the breaft of the
public alors. All muft proceed to the utmoft length in
the fervice of their party. Life ceafes to be an obje& of
regard ; death is inflicted on the fufpected ; and in the
mid{t of apparent gaiety, a name; a found, the watchword
of the day, becomes the fignal of aflaflination.

Such is the nature of this war, and fuch are the perils with
which it i$ attended. It ftrikes not only at national inde-
pendence, and at the exiftence of government, law and re-
ligion, but at the life and happinefs of every individual of the
human race. Hence, in a general view, it is not the war
of one country more than another, but of the whole body of
mankind. It is the war of every community that has either
a civil eftablithiment, a code of law, or a fyftem of religious
faith. It is the war of every good man, of every father,
every brother; and every friend. Whoever hasa talent, a
property, or a comfort on the earth he would call his own,
has an intereft in this war. Upon the refult of it, the peace

of the prefent and the hopes of the next generation greatly
C depend
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depend. And yet, in the midft of this common peril, many
nations appear to be quite unconcerned; while fome, mifled
by falfe principles of policy, or a fordid regard for felf intereft,
moft prepofteroufly cherith in their bofom, the ferpent that
will fting them to the heart.* 2. From

* Secekinig no prophetical paflages in the books I canfult, T pay very
little attention to random guefies refpeéting the future  Yet at the dif-
tance of Nova-Scotia, and in a moment of anxiety with regard to the turn
which public opinion might take in Great-Britain, 1 read, with painful
ecmotion, the following paragraph in a fermon of Ar¢hbifliop Tiilotfon, on
John xii. 35—‘¢ Walk while ye bave the light ; left darknefs come
¢ upon you.”” **I remember,”” fays that accomplifhed Preacher, in the
illultration of his text, ‘¢ there is a very odd paffage in Mr. Herbert’s po-
““ ems; which, whether it be the prudefit conje@ure and forefight of a wife
“ man, or there be fomething more prophetical in‘it, 1 cannot tell, it i
¢ this s>

¢ Religion ftands on tiptoes on our Jand,

¢ Ready to pafs to the American ftrand.

¢ When Seine fhall fwallow Tiber, and the Thamés,

¢ By letting in them both, pollute her fireams,

¢ Then fhall religion to America fice,

¢ They have their times of Gofpel even as we.’
¢ The meaning of it,” adds the ‘Archbifhop, *is this, that when the
¢t vices of Italy (hall pafs into France, and the vices of both overfpread
¢ England, then the Gofpel will leave thofe parts of the world, and pafs
¢ over to America, to vifit thofe dark regions, which have fo long fat in
¢ darknefs, and the thadow of death.”” Fol. ed. v. 2. p. 587.

Fearing for a moment, as I perufed this quotation, that the revolution..
ary tiibunal was eftablithed in my country, and the blocd of the beft of
her fons in a flate of requifition ; and expecting at the fame time nothing
but unanimity and wifdom in the people of America, Ithought it not im-
probable, that many of the viétims of loyalty and the confticution mighe
efcape the edge of the guillotine, and bring a valuable addition 0f know-
ledge and piety to the forefts of this hemifphere, But that period is paft,
and things appear in a different light. Union and co-operation are a
pledge of fafety to Britain ; while the friends of peace and order are left
to wifh that America had as fair a profpeét,

In the infatuation of the times, it was not {urprifing that the arts of de-
figning men, and che falfe animation produced by clubs fhould have pre.
vailed on a few privaté individuals; of perverfe ambition or defperate fors
tune, to joia in the black confpiracy againft religion, government and pro~
perty. DBut that the bulk of a nation fhould in any degree have favoured
fuch a caufe; is truly aftonifhing. And 1 join my regrets to thofe of the
wife and good in the United States, that the Anglo-Americans have in-
curred this reproach, by ambitioufly fraternizing with French anarchy,
and manifefting a determined refolution to promote its intersft, and fhare
its fate. By this conduct they appear to have involved themfelves unnes
ceffarily in the perils of the time, and to have {ufpended in fome meéa-
fure their future ftability on external and contingent events over which
they can have little controul,

»
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2. From this dark and troubled fcene let us turn to the
confideration of the probable reafons for which God has
made the times {o perilous, and of the-moral effeéts which

he intends them to produce.

At a period of fo much aéticn and event, it would ill be~
come a fhort-fighted mortal to determine beforehand what
may be the precife purpofes which God is carrying forward
amidit the diftractions of the earth, Yet from his charatter
und perfetions, as moral Governor of the world, we have
no reafon ultimately to defpair of the caufe of religion and
virtue, The prefent generation is threatened with a fevere
corre@ion ; national eftablithments are in danger of being
overturned, and the powers of darknefs may be let loofe for
a time : But amidft the ftorms of political revolution, the
thipwreck of human inftitutions, and the violence of wicked
men, the bark of Chriftianity rides fecure. ¢ Why do the
‘ heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing ! The
“ Kings of the earth fet themfelves, and the rulers take
¢ counfel together againft the Lord, andagainft hisanointed,
“ faying, let us break their bands afunder, and caft away
¢ their cords from us. He that fitteth in the heavens fhall
¢ Jaugh 3 the Lord fhall have them in derifion !”"*

The Father of light and mercy never ordained impiety
and anarchy to be perpetual among men. No provifion is
made for their permang¢nce, and when they have ferved their
Hurpofe, they muft prepare the blow for their own exter-
mination. As in the natural world tempeft and thunder,
the inundation and the earthquake, purge the elements,
and give ferenity and falubrity to the atmofphere, fo the
prefent convulfions in the moral world will in like manner

C 2 purify

# Plalms ii,
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purify the hearts of men, and reftore health and tranquility

to the pations. During their paflage both are dark and

deftructive, but in their effects both are good and falutary.

Thefe reflections naturally fuggeft the double purpole for
which Divine Providence fends calamitous di{penfations to
the earth. In part they are penal, and in part monitory angd

corredtive.

1. The judgments now abroad in the earth ought to be
regarded as partly penal 5 and they fhew, where they have
fallen moft heavily, that abufes and wrongs, irreligion and

immorality will not be tolerated for ever.

To refer calamitous events, and efpecially thole whicl

proceed to excifion, to the difpleafure of the Deity, and to

reprefent them as at once the proof and the punifhment of
& B

incorrigible guilt, has been the general praQice of mankind
under every religious difpenfation. But in particular in-
ftances fuch an interpretation of the Divine judgments is
as unjuft as it is uncharitable. The tower of Siloam did
not fall on the worft men that lived in Jerufaiem ; nor
were the Galileans, whofe blood Pilate mingled with their
facrifices, finners above all the Galileans, as the rigour of
their fate might have led a fuperftitious obferver to fuppofe.
The truth is, that in the allotments of life the punithment
of the wicked is wholly invifible. One event happens tothe
juftand the unjuft; the 2pplication which confzience makes
to perfonal defert, conftitutes all the difference. In their

diftrefles the good fubmit to the will of God, and are fuf-
tained by their integrity ; while the bad fee in their calami-
ty an invifible avenger, and {ink under the weight of their

punifhment.

It
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It is therefore only the conicience of the party concerned,
ghat can fafely dectermine with refpect to the object and
deflign of the affli&ive difpenfations of Divine Providence.
The world at large is incompetent to decide on the cafe,
and to fay in times of vifitation what judgments are for trial,
and what for punifhment. In general, indeed, it may be
Jaid down as a fundamental principle, that in the admini-
ftration of Providence, we fee not the corre&tion of bad
men, but of bad meafures ; not the punifhment of fingle
alls ot iniquity 3 but of a long feries of iniquitous aéting.
ly

been defolating France, and which by her inftrumenptality

Without deubt the terrible calamities which have late

hive been extended to other countries, were commiflioned
in part to fcourge a guilty age for the grofs corruptions
which univerfally abound, and for the growing boldnefs of
profanenefs and immorality. Yet in the awful difpenfations
ordained by God for the cure of thofe diforders, the good
fuffer with the bad, and frequently merit and virtue them-
felves prove the occafions of ruin.,  Still the leflon is forci-
bly written, even in the blood of the righteous, thatin the
end national vices will draw down national punifhments ;
and that the recorded crimes of rank and office will be
vifited on thofe who fucceed to them, though chargeable
with no vicious excefs in their own conduét. How well
do thefe obfervations apply to the events of that diftracted
country to which they more immediately relate ? If there
were abufes and oppreflions in the Royal Government of
France, the expiation has been a coftly one, and of all the
kings who ever fat cn the throne of that monarchy, He who
{uffered for them, leaft deferved his fate. The voice of
Europe proclaims, with firm and general accord, that the

royal
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royal government was not abufed by the will and confent
of the mild but unfortunate Louis, who, ftruck by the axe
of mifguided citizens, fell lamented by all good men. By
the confeflion of his murderers he fell, not fo much for his
perfonal offences, as for the tyranny of former kings, and
the exattions of former minifters. Accordingly he fell at
his poft, with an approving conlcience, with falling order,
and a falling country.

If the nobles of France were imperious and unfeeling,
the leaders of a giddy capital in all kinds of diffipation, and
auftere and oppreflive among their dependents, they too
have fuffered to the full extent of their mifdoings. They
have been caft down from their fplendid ftation, fiript of
their poffeflions, and driven into exile ; and none can tell
when they may be rcftored to their country and their dig=
nities,

If the Gallican clergy taught that Chriftianity confifted
in the belief of metaphyfical or myftical do&rines, and in the
practice of {uperftitions and unprofitable ceremonies, they

" alfo have made an atonement. Driven from their home,

their habitation has been rendered defolate ; and they fit
down by the rivers of a foreign land, and weep when they

remember Zion,

But gladly leaving this part of the fubject, which 1 defire
to touch with all tendernefs, I think we may fee in the uni-
verfal fweep of rank, order, and eftablithments, in France,
the obvious punithment of more oftenfible faults ; namely,
of the want of principle and energy, and of an incurable
fpirit of jealoufy and difunion in the hereditary guardians of

a nation.

The
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The band of nobles, clergy and enlightened men, enga-
ged in one caufe, with one binding intereft to connell them,
who ought to have ftood and fought together, the immortals
of their country,* were divided in fentiment, and deflitute of
leading plans of operation, Loofely cemented, they fhew-
ed their want of vigour and integrity on the firft attack of
the democracy. Falfe men deferted their ftandard, and by
thinning the ranks increafed the irrefolution of their order.
At this crifis the councils of the monarch were guided by a
feeble and injudiciovs hand ; and to aveid all controver(y
with the reprefentatives of his people; the. king was moft
unfortunately advifed to difband his nobles and clergy, by
incorporating them with the third effate.

Retaining the jealous {pirit of their caft, after their poli-
tical exiftence was terminated; and altuated by a kind of
judicial blindnefs, the privileged orders {eem in fucceflion to
have viewed each other’s degradation with a fecret fentiment
of pleafure, and without ever once adverting to the certain
ruin which this abfurd conduct was preparing for themfelves.
‘Whzn the Aflembly robbed the clergy of the patrimony and
the honours of the church, the nobility appe;zr to have
looked on with ill concealed fatisfaltion ; anxious only to
retain and extend their own privileges, and not caring how
far the other clafles might be deprefled in the fcale of influ-
ence. But{carcely was the altar ftripped of its ornaments,
when hereditary diftin®ions were difcovered to be cumber-
fome, unjuft, and impolitic ; and the people of property and
wealth, without titles, rejoiced in their turn to fee the proud
monuments of nobility deflroyed. Deprived of its main
pillars; the tottering throne was next hurled from its bafe;

and
¢ Alluding to the Roman legion of that name.
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2rid the men of letters and perfonal accomplifhments, with-
out property, who formed expeations of rifing on the
wings of popularity to office and authority, congratulated
¢ach other on this memorable event. But their triamph
was likewife of fhort duration. Having loft their guardian
and difpenfer, the laws loft their influence; and talents and
letters fhared ih their degradation. The inferior claffes
continuing to rife, in irrefiftible mafles, levelled all diftin&i-
ons; till in the end the molt worthlefs of the Convention,
fupported by all the mifcreants of the nation; became the
fovereigns of the ftate ;.and of the life and property of the
inhabitants.

But from the paft we may venture to predi& the futdre,
¢ For if they do thefe things in a green tree, what fhall be
i done in the dry.”’* If the errors and offences of mo-
narchy; rank and ftation, have been fo grievoully corrected,
what may not the namelefs atrocities of anarchy expe&t ?
The conflagration rages, but the matter which feeds the fire
fhall itfelf be reduced to afhes,

Even thofe dire events, which we can only deplore, may

have their ufe. Of difunion and corruption, of the want of
energy and {yftem, in the fate of France, letall the govern-
ments of the earth fee and fear the end.

It was obferved in the Hd. place, that the judgments of
God are to be regarded as monitory and corrective ; and
without doubt thofe which have lately awakened the atten-
tion of mankind, will be produ&ive in the end of a variety
of good effeéts.  Three of thefe I fhall venture to mention;
affigning the reafons which have induced me to expeét them,

And
¥ Luke xxiii, 371,
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And 1ft, Whatever may be the immediate refult of the
ravages of anarchy in France, and of the war for revolutix
ons in which fhe hasinvolved the world, I am perfuaded that
the events which have already happened in the courfe of her
affairs are fitted in their nature, and partly intended by Pro-
vidence, to expofe the hollow pretenfions of fceptical phi-

lofophy, and to give all thie modifications of deifm a deadly

“wound.

It would be a fubjeét of curious and inftrutive fpecula~
tion to trace, with fidelity and difcernment, the origin, pro-
grefs, and fucceffive views of the fet of free-thinkers, from
their firlt appearance in Europe, to the execution of their
favourite projects of political and religious reformation in
the government of France.

In the beginning they were modeft, temperate, and ref-
pe&ful to religion, Lord Herbert of Cherbury, whom they
tlaimed as their founder, was a virtuous man ; but many
of his followers embraced his do&rines on other confide-
rations than thofe of their tendency to enforce his example.
For a while however, the boldeft and moft licentious among
them Were compelled to keep meafures with public opini-
on. Fettered in their purfuit of innovation by the unani-
mity of mankind on religious fubjeéls; the champions of the
vaufe began their attack at a diftance; and under the difguife
of friendfhip. Profefling an efteem for Chriftianity, and a
defire to unite her more clofely with reafon, they complaine
ed of the empire of prejudice, the bondage of authority, and
the improper reftriGtionsimpofed on the exercife of thought ;
afferting what ought never to have been difallowed, the

abfolute freedom of private judgment, the common intereft
D which,
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which mankind have it moral fpeculations, and the confé-
quent right of promulgating opinions by means of the prefs.

Having gained thefe neceflary points without much op-
pofition, the party proceeded to enlarge its views, and to
meditate conquefts of ftill greater importance. In this
{pirit its advocates afflumed the right of doubting of every
thing, and extolled above all other merit that of free=
thinking ; by which was meant the practice of calling into
queftion every feparate article of revealed religion, and of

embracing or reje&ing it, not on the foot of its appertain-

ing toa grand {cheme of divine truthimperfe&tly underftood,

the general evidences of which were neverthelels invinei-
ble ; but on the narrower ground of its own plainnefs and
comprehenfibility, or the fill mote {lippery foundation of
* their vague notions of the majefty of the divine naturey or
the dignity and wifdom of the divine governmeant.

By enflaming the pride of human reafon, 2nd affecting to
fubject the fublimeft myfteries to its decifion, the frees
thinkers fucceeded in perfuading the fuperficial and pre-
fumptuous to adopt this new mode of trying the detached
parts of feripture hiftory. Having thus fapped the founda-
tions, they concluded that the fuperftructure might be at-
tacked with fafety, and immediately began 2 furious war
againft all the reccived fyftems of Chriftian do&rine. Un-
der the infidious pretence of extirpating ancient prejudices,
the work of the nurfery and the {chool, or of artful and im-
pofing pricfts, they indulged themfelves in the moft virulent
abufe of the Chriftian inftitute ; and laboured to turn the
very charaCter and virtues of its Author into contempt,

whole immaculate purity and divine benevolence had till
then
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then been the fubje&t of unwilling eulogium, even among
théfe who had rejefted his miflion with expreflions of
diflike.

At this period all the departments of literature were in-
vaded by the partizans of infidelity ; and productions of
{cience and books of amufement, the ftudies of the grave
and the paftimes of the gay, were artfully converted into
vehicles of their principles. The pomp of eloquence, the
poignancy of wit, and the obfcurity of metaphyfic, were
impreiled into this fervice ; and no mode of fedution that
could captivate the weak, or furprize the unwary was left
untried. Meanwhile, the friends of Chriftianity were not
inadtive. Engaged- in a glorious caufe, they made an ho-
nourable defence. 'The principles and evidence of divine
revelation were placed in a confpicuous light ; the oftenta~
tious reafonings of its enemies were refuted ; and their
malignant and difingenuous arts expofed in all their odi-
oulnefs, But in fpite of the moft ftrenuous efforts, the
poifon {pread more widely than the antidote. = The impo-
tent attack was circulated with avidity, while the immortal
defence was configned to the ‘duft of the library. Vanity
and affeCtation co-operated with licentioufnefs in recom-
mending the caufe, and multiplying the converts of infide-
lity. Embracing the fceptical {yftem, which offered a
commodious apology for the diforders of their condu&, with
gratitude proportioned to their obligations, the higher ranks
of fociety deferted the ordinances of the gofpel, and gradu-
ally laid afide the profeffion of religion. To the faith of
profelytes, the frothy and the petulant were ambitious of
adding the merit of apoftles ; while the more prudent un-
believers enicved their new liberty in filence, and fill
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affeCted to refpect the pious ufages of their country.  Aban~
doned by the rich and fathionable, the church continued for
a feafon to be a refuge to the poor and aiQed. Butin
time the lower orders learned to defpife, in their heart, thofe
religious obfervances which they faw their more enlighten-
ed fuperiors treat with unreferved contempt. . Copying
their example with perverfe ingenuity, they joined in the
ridicule poured upon their clergy, and regarded every fcan-
dalous ftory which refleCted on the church or the facred
office, as an invaluable piece of hiftory which could not be

too carefully recorded, or too extenfively known.

Glorying in the gencral and deep impreflion which their
labours had made on the public mind, the high-priefts of the
party could notlonger conceal their exultation, Keeping
no meafures with that religion over which they had gained
fuch diftinguifhed advantage, they aflumed the tone and
autharity of mafters ; they proclaimed their victories ; and
boafted of the number, unanimity and influence of the illu-
minated, and of the grand moral reformation they were

deftined to accomplifh.

The awe of public epinion being once withdrawn, the

adverfaries of religion avowed their fentiments and projeéts
with lefs referve., Amidft the indifference and depravity of
a degencrate age, Chriftianity was publicly renounced by
many in the upper ranks of life, and a fpeculative deifm, in
no refpect diftinguifhable from aétual atheifm, was fubftitu-

ted in its room.

Having in a great meafure loft their ufe, religious efta~
blithments were expofled to all the rancorous malignity of
the {ceptical philofophers, Their opulence attraéted cupis

dity,
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dity, and their defencle(s ftate provoked infult. Church-
men were now reprefented as a burdenfome and unnecefla-
ry race, a tax on induftry, and a bar to improvement. No
longer protected by the fanllity of their function, or the
veneration of their people, they were fecretly devoted to
deftru&tion, and a favourable opportunity was fought for
executing in the utmoft extent the deadly decree which had
gone forth againft them.

In France where thefe diforders had proceeded to the
greateft length, a feries of very fingular events brought intg
action the wifdom and policy of the felf-created guides of
the world ; and during the laft five years they have given
mankind a memorable fpecimen of the blefled and glorious
times they promifed to introduce. 1

The {ceptical reformers of the French nation entered on
gheir office with declaring every mode of faith and worthip
equally free. Indifferent about all religious inftitutions
themf{clves, they left the faithful for a time to the dire@ion of
confcicnce; and the . worfhip of the God of their fathers,
But this indulgence was not long continued: Senfible that
the adherents to the ancient doétrines were the moft deter-
mined enemies to the new {yftem, they profcribed Chrifti-
énity, and enfnared its minifters by pefilent oaths. It is
not competent for me to relate what followed, but from the
general tenour of the affairs of France fince its rulers abju-
ved religion, the leaft inftru@ed of mankind, | thould con-
ceive, may be enabled to inftitute a comparifon between the
effedty of genuine Chriftianity, and of that fublime Philofo.
phy which was to regenerate the human race. To this teft
the enlightened Chriftian will refort with unaffe@ed confi-

dence,

R e




[ 30 1
dence.” Almoft eighteen centuries have now been blefled
in the faith and hope of the gofpel.  Soon after its propas
gation it enlarged the bounds of hyman knowledge, difper-
fed the clouds of fuperftition; and gave men confiltent noti-
ons of the Deity, and of that religious fervice which he re-
quires from his reafonable creatures, It likewife improved
the {yftem of morals,by extending the obligations of benefi-
cence, reftraining the vindi&ive pafiions, and inculcating 2
puredoctrine of {elf government,  Adding eternity totime,
it explained, with the moft exat precifion, the conne&ion
which fubfifts between this life and the next, and taught the
virtuous and penitent to expe@ beyond the grave, in regi-

ons of uncreated light, 3 perpetual progrefs in wifdem and

happinefs,

But no fooner bad the fceptical philofophers ufyrped the
powers of legiflation than thefe elevating hopes were fhip-
wrecked, and dark and barbarous ages reftored. Amidft
the inceflant praifes of reafon and philofophy, the arts of
civil life were neglected, and ftrife and anarchy prevailed.,
The worft paflions of the worft perfons rioted without con-
troul. Piety was driven into exile.  The prilons were
crouded with vitims ; new modes of trial and execution
were invented ; and under the direful agency of 2 murde-
rous tribunal blood flowed in 3 continual fiream.

Nor were thefe only temporary evils occafioned by the
tumult and violence of a revolution. They are infeparable
from the nature of the new principles, and would mark their
rule to the world’s end. Illiberal, interefted, unfecling 3
confidering this life as the whole of exiftence, and death 23
an everlafting fleep, the fceptical {yftem propefes only one

clals
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clafs of obje@s to the avidity of its votariess Tt propofes
fafety and felf-aggrandifement as the end oflife ; and defti-
tute ofall reliance on the Governor of nature, and holding
man accountable for no part of his conduély it nat only
juftifies but approves the purfuit of them by all means, even
the moft atrocious. Hence, inftead of reftrainibg, phi-
lofophy has let loofe the ferocity of the felfith and vindictive
paflions, and for the goodnefs of God and the fpirit of hea-
ven, to which Chriftianity taught the faithful to afpire, it has
fubftituted the rage of hell and the malignity of demons.

The confequences refulting from the new order of
things being once completely unfolded, bewildered men will
{ee the neceflity of confulting their fafety by reverting to
their ancient guides. The gofpel, which moderates the
pafficns of the rich, and {upports the virtue of the poor;
will again command attentive confideration ; and this is all
it afks for an effectual reception among men. The more
it is examined the greater. clearnefs and force will its evi-
dence acquire ; and to all the arguments in its favour which
paft ages have furnifhed, will be added thofe alarming ones
dcrived from the bloody hiftory of the French revolution.

Revereacing that' pure and peaceable religion to which
they have been indebted for their fafety, the nations which
have maintained its authority will be more firmly attached
than ever to its do&rines and inftitutions. Chriftianity
will thus be reftored to new credit and influence. The
vain babblings of philofophy will be cofifigned to everlafting
perdition. Men will reje with deteftation all the modi-
fications of deifm, and be folicitous to eftablith in their
country, in their houfes, and in their hearts, the genuine
doctrines of the Crofs of Chrift;

In
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Tn the pofpel reign an age of darknefs has always been

followed by more refplendent light.  Chriftianity derives ’

freth luftre from a temporary oblcuration, as the fun
emerges with renewed brightnefs from the gloom of an
eclipfe.

2dly. I am alfo perfuaded thdt the tranfa&ions whick have
lately engaged the obfervation of a reflecting age, are cal-
culated to produce a lafting conviction of the ‘indifpenfable
neceflity of public and private virtue, as well as of a public

and private profefion of Chriftiznity; to the profperity of

ftates, and the peace of fociety:

In thofe countries where the ordinances of the gofpel are
{till frequ‘entcd, long have i)uPlic inftru&ors taught, though
with too little efficacy, that without the praice of virtue
the individual can have no folid comfort in life;and no gleam
of hope at the hour of death, Often too have the fcriptures
repeated in the audience of kings and legiflators, that
righteoulnefs exalteth a nation, but that fin is a reproach to
any peoples In the calamitous events of the prefent time,
God appears to have been enforcing the fame truths, in 2
new and more impreflive manner. Faéts have lately de-
monftrated that whete confcience and the world to come
have loft their authority, not only enjoyment but exifténce
is in danger. In a corrupt fociety there is no prote&ion
for property, character, or life. Deftitute of morals, the
more accomplifhed any people may be, the more outrageous
do their excelles become. Their fciences and arts extend
their ability of doing mifchief, while their manners only add
to their power of fedution. Among faithlefs men the moft
folemn obligations lofe their force. No tie can bind the

unprincipled ; and in fuch a ftate of things even oaths-are

engines
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engines of deception. In the French revolution thefe
truths have been moft awfully illuftrated. 'The infecurity
of all combinations not founded on virtue and fortified by
principle; has been clearly feen in every change of meafures
and of men. Intereft has proved a fallacious bond ; for in
tumultuous times as popularity fhilts from faction to faction,
the intereft of to-day is always liable to prove the caufe of
to-morrow’s downfal, Confederacies formed on the bafis
of party and plunder have alfo betrayed their perilous na-
ture ; for on the fall of a party each of the: members is im=
patient to purchafe his own fafety by impeaching the reft,
and furnithing all the fecret information in his pofleflion to
accelerate their ruin. Faith and honour, truth and juftice,
gratitude and humanity, depend entirely on the moral fenfe,
which' being blunted or corrupted, they lofe their hold on
the hearty and become empty and infidious names.

It is indeed not matter of fuppofition merely; that the
prefent diforganizing rulers of France themfelves, began to
be convinced of the reality and importance of thefe funda-
mental principles 3 and that, ftanding with fearful triumph
on the recent graves of their unpitied victims, it is among
their moft anxious endeavours of the day, to provide for
their own fecurity, by the re-eftablithment, if pofiible, of
law and order among a difbanded and raging peoples  Stri-
king condemnation of the {yftem they have been propaga-
ting ! Precarious hope to be realized in their favour, whofe
crimes have tended to extinguifh its object throughout the
civilized world !

3dly. Lam likewife inclified to hope, that the crimes and
horrors which have followed the fubverfion of government
in France, and the uncontrouled licentioufnefs of a favage
democracy, will evince the abfurdity of impraticable
fchemes of political reformation; and difpofe the common

E people
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people ‘to be fatished with thofe meafures in which it has
pleafed the founder of nations to combine perfonal freedom
with public fecurity.

The ability of man to execute falls far fhort of his capa-
city to conceive. The leaft inftruéted in fociety may
poflefs ideas of perfeftion, which the moft liberal minds
thall labour in vain torealize. ~ While our ative power i
reftrained by the frailty of our nature, the refiftance of other
men, and the eftablifhed ordet of things, our imagination is
left unfettered to embellith our being; to heighten our con-
ceptions of moral excellence, and to afford us a folace in
trouble, Hence though we may innocently indulge our-

felves in forming theories of imaginary happinefs; we cannat

fafely propofe thefle theories as the guides of condut. Inthe
fummer’s heat, or the winter’s cold we may tranfport our=
felves,infancy, toa delicious region, where the happy native
breathes an invigorating atmofphere, without being op-
prefied by any of the elements,” But at the end of the re-
verie we muft be content to fubmit to the neceffity of our
fituation, and to a&t as the inhabitants of a variable climate.
For did we proceed on the fuppolition, that to will a per-
petual fpring were fufficient to effe&t it, we fhould find our-
felves wofully miftaken, Without regarding our volition,
the fun and the {eafons would purfue their ancient courfe,
and bring the ufual extremes of intemperature, the moredif-
ficult to bear, as we had made noprovifiontoencounter them.

T'he cafe is exaltly the fame with refpe to our political
condition; whatever {tate empirics may fay to the contrary.
While we dream of the privileges and joys of higher
worlds, if we are wife we will fubmit to the laws of mor-
tality., In every ftage of our being we are the fubjects of
difcipline, more or lefs fevere according to the firength and

influence of our reafon or our paffions. The child is doom=-
ed
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ed to reftraints which arenot impofed on the man; and the
bad are cut off by penal itatutes which do not in the {fmalleft
degree affect the good. But even in the beft condition, we
muft livein a ftate of coercion. While men retain their
nature, therg muft be checks on liberty, fanttions to en-
force the obfervance of law, and punifhments to corre&t the
violation, Perfect freedom is compatible only with perfeét
reafon and perfe&t goodnefs, and not to be coveted in a
mixed and difordered community, expofed to the arts of the
flagitious, and the ebbs and flows of tumultuary paflion.

Upon the fame principles, notwithftanding all the im-
provements that may be introduced into human affairs, there
muft be inequalities and diftin@ions ia fociety: Dif-
tinCtions and inequalities which might no doubt be re-

medied, if by the decree of the Almighty they were not

produdlive of uitimdte and neceflary good which cannot be
obtained without them. To meditate the eftablifhment of
equality then, that fplendid delufior of the prefent age, the
vifion of the weak, and the pretext of the wicked, is in falk
to meditate war againft God, and the primary laws of cre-
ation. Regularity and beauty, bharniony and the univerfal
whole, refult from the exiftence of inequality. In heaven
itfelf there are thrones and dominions, principalities and
powers. Inthe firmament there is one light of the fun, and
another of the moon, and the ftars differ from each other in
ftation and brightnefs. The fame beautiful analogy is ob-
{erved in all the preduions of the earth. Carry the level-
ing fyltem to the fareft, what havoc would you be compel=
led to make among the faireft of the trees ? In fociety ine~
quality is juft as natural as in the foreft, but produ&ive of
much more falutary effects. Without inequality what
would become of the neceflary diftinGtions of parent and
<hild, mafter and fcholar, the employer and the employed !

E 2 Even
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Even on the moft moderate fyftem, an abfolute equality of

perfons and property cannot be effeéted without murder and
devaftation, and, from the unalterable courfe of things, the
day on which it was introduced would fee it fubverted.
‘While the affairs of France expofe the abfurdity and
madnefs of vifionary plans of political regeneration, they
may alfo give a folemn and ufeful warning to rulers and the
people, to beware of rafh experiments in government ; tq
guard againft the progrefs of delufion in acommunity ; and
to refift the fanaticifm of projeciors and the frenzy of in-
furretion, as they would refift the grand fcourges of the
human race, plague, peftilence, and famine, Happy ! if they
fhall teach the fubjects of Britain in every quarter of the
globe, the ineftimable value of their conftitution, which
unites fo many perfections with {o few defects, and prevents
fo much evil at the expence of {o little good. Happy ! alfo
if they fhall infpire them with unanimity and vigour to
maintain it as their birth-right and beft inheritance, and td
feek no improvement or melioration of their political condi-
tion, fave under the firm protetion of its laws, and in the
temperate ufe of thofe jult expedients which have been de-
vifed in the wifdom of its provificns.

Such my brethren, in my humble opinion, are fome of the
purpofes of correltion and inftru&ion for which the late
difaftreus revolutions have been ordained by God : And I
am flrengly inclined to believe that until thefe leflons be
effeltually incu‘.catcd,'there will not be an end to the trou-
_bles of the earth. Should therefore the admonitions alrea-
dy given preve infufficient to fubdue a licentious and in-
tractable generation, juftly may we fear that more grievous
admonitions will be added tothe number, until awakened by
the divine judgments, and chaftened by their own diforders,

the refidue of the nations fhall liften to the voice of Provi-

dence ; and learn fubmiffion to its appointments, But
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But leaving ‘the future to the merciful difpofal of that
beneficent Being who does not willingly aflict the children
of men, let us contemplate with gratitude his moft unme-
rited goodnels to our nation. How different is our politi-
cal fituation from our public demerits ? Notwithffanding
the luxury and diffipation of our people; we have hitherto
been preferved from the peculiar mifery of the times. Fo-

reign war, though a proof of divine difpleafure, and afevere
correction to a finful people, is not to be compared with the
ravage and delolation infeparable from a revolution, or the
{till more horrid enormities of a permanent anarchy, When
the brave man bleeds on the bed of honour, compaffion
fheds her tear, and the fcar is glorious, When the good

man falls in the caunfe of his country, a grieving nation
bleffes him in death, and bids the column rife to perpetuate
his memory. But whenkings and queens, whenthe noble,
the wile, and the good, are led to execution amidft furies,
and faces covered with crape, when the earth drinks up their
blood, and no murmur of difapprobation afcends 10 heaven,
humanity fhudders, and we hate the nature that is capable
of fuch depravity,

In our public exigencies we have alfo the pleafure of
refleQing, that in this conflict our country fultains a diftin-
guifhed part. Our armies ga forth under the baaners of
government, law and religion, not in purfuit of victery and
conqueft, butof peace andfafety for a diftratted world,. We
ought even to remark, but not without the moft unfeigned
thankfulnefs to the fupreme difpofer of events, that the pe-
vils of the time feem to have made a falutary impreflion on
the minds of our cauntrymen, The value of our conftitu-
tion appears to be better underftood ; the importance of
religion and morals is more generally acknowledged, and 2
fpirit of unanimity gives vigour to the government.

But above all, my brethren, how {ingularly have we been
protected and preferved in this part of the empire, amidft
the alarming difpenfations of Divine Providence ! The
fpecialty of our cafe can hardly bave clcaped the notice of

the
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the moft inattentive obferver. While every year changed
the profpet or the peril of the times, it produced fome
gvent fo {eafonable in its occurrence, and fo falutary in its
confequences, that it deferved to be regarded as defigned on
purpole to prolong our tranquility—a confideration which
will apologize, 1 truft, for a more minute recolle@ion of
domeftic affairs than would cu any other accafion be {uita-
bie to this place, ' ‘

And here I flatter myfelf we have not yet forgatten that
whenamalignant epidemic defolated the capital of a neigh-
bouring nation, and reduced the opulent city to the gloomy
abodeof terror and death, the health of our people was con-
tinued without interruption. Nay as ifto place us beyond
the reach of danger, a fuperabundant harveft in one of our
fifter provinces * furnithed us with an ample fupply of provi-
fiens,  For the firft time during many years our merchants
were delivered from the neceflity of baving recourfe to the
American market,andthe country efcaped allrifk of infection.

When towards the clofe of the fame year the apprehenfi-
on of invafion, with which we had been threatened for fe-
veral months, became more alarming, deftitute as we were
in a great meafure of Britith force, our refources did not
fail us. The citizens were firm and unanimous, and upon
the firft requifition of affiftance the country {ent to our de-
fence a bold and bardy yeomanry, neither ftrangers to arns,
nor to that valour and intrepidity which render them fors
midable to an ecemy. Meanwhile, without our interpoii-
tion the defigns of our adverfaries were fruftrated by theii
own diflenfions. (od on high maintained dur peace, and
proved our protetor.

In the courfe ‘of the prefent year when our fup-
plies were exhaufted, and the fource from which we
procured - them had failed, by the vigilance and fuc-

1 for our protetion, we

¢efs of the fquadron appointec
vere again provided with plenty of wheat, and at 2 cheaper
vate than the hufbandman could afford to fell it on the field
whereit was raifed. At home the province has been blefled

# Capada, with




[ 39 1]

with an abundant harveft, and hitherto even the metcile(s
winter has appeared to refpet the defencelefs condition of
cur poor, by pafling away with unufual mildnefs;

To crown the fingular felicity of our colonial ftate, while
fophiftry and fedition have been bufily, and but too fuc«
celsfully at work, in other parts of the empire, we have li-
ved to this day in all concord and loyalty, No fa&ions
have divided our people, or diftradted our government.
Clubs and cabals are unknows in our fettlements. No
one has dared to accufe another of difaffe&ion. There has
not been an information, far lefs an imprifonment, in con-
{equence of {editious practices in any part of the country.
Peace and unity have fhed tlieir happieft influences over the
province, and our King and our Coaftitution continue to be
the objeéls of cur dearefl regard.

In fuch a fortunate, may it not be faid in fuch an enviable
condition, are we not bound by all the ties of gratitude and
duty to love and prall the Lord, and to walk uprightly in his
commandments ! Nopeople were ever more highly favoured,
or blefled with a better opportunity of becoming wife, and
good and happy. Let not the kindnefs of Providence plead
with us in vain, Enjoying fafety in the midft of danger,
let us obferve the difpenfations of judgment to other lands,
and apply the inftruGions which they deliver to our own
lmpxovement. Ina particular manner let us beware of the
prevailing vices which have produced the perils of the time
—infidelity, licentioufnefs, and a {pirit of innovation.

And oh my friends, let not the parting admonition of the
expiring year be loft upon you ! It calls you to the exercife
of repentance, and to an immediate and effeGual reforma=
tion of your condu@. It {peaks with earneft voice on the
importance of thefe duties, and you will not hear it fpeak in
this place again. The envious moments fly while we are

talking of their fpeed ; arreft them in their progrefs, and
apply them to the bufinels of your falvation.: Fer though
time be thort, remember that procraftination is endlefs.
Furpofes of amendment indecd which indefinitely embrace

an




[ 40 ]

an hereafter, embrace in fact anon entity. As the here.
after is not fixed, it cannot poflibly arrive, though life were
to be prolonged to its utmoft term ; and hence all good re-
folutions, not immediately carried into effed, are only the
illufions of felf-deceit. They quiet the mind for the pre-
fent, and yield the fallacious hope of final fecurity ; bug
they daily grow weaker, and in the progrefs of life the rea-
fons for neglecting them become ftronger, while new rea-
fons are continually added to the old. In proof of thefe
obfervations, let me afk yourlelves what are now become of
the wifhes, the refolutions, and the vows of paft years ?
Are they not loft and forgotten with the events and im-
preflions which produced them ? Permit me alfo to inquire
what reformation the pafling year has effeted.  Have the
licentious and profligate of the year ninety-three; become
regular and virtdous in the year ninety-four ? Has the mi-
fer ceafed to worfhip his hoard ; has the liar made his peace
with truthy or bave the diflionelt become obfervant of
juftice 2 Have the carelefs grown confiderate ; the foolifh
wile, and thofe who had no fenfe of religion attentive to its
duties ? Alas ! my brethren fuch changes never happen by
chance, and are not to be expe&ted without defign and ex-
ertion. Ceafe then to be unreafonable. Seek not from
accident what intention only can procure. Difmifs pro-
craftination. Improve whkat remains of the departing year
to make your callingfure; that the next may find you walk-
ing fafely in the paths of pleafantnefs and peace.

Glory beto thee O God in the higheft, and on earth may
the perils of the time fulfil thy defigns of mercy to the race
of men | May their warning voice reclaim a guilty world,
and prepare the way for the further propagation of the j
Chriftian religion'! May every year as it revolves offer ﬁ
fome new tribute of praife to thy Divine Majefty, and haften
_ the happy confummation of all things, when the kingdom
| fhall be delivered up to thee, and when thou fhalt reign one
with thy fon and thy faints in glory and bleffednels for
ever. AMEN,




LOVE or COUNTRY
EXPLAINED AND ILLUSTRATED.
A
SER MON,
PREACHED AT MUSSELBURGH,
MAY 3. 1801,
BEFORE THE CORPS OF
ROYAL MID-LOTHIAN VOLUNTEER
CAVALRY.

BY
ANDREW BROWN, D. D.
ONE OF THE MINISTERS OF EDINBURGH,

AND ONE OF THE CHAPLAINS TO THE REGIMENT.

PUBLISHED BY REQUEST OF THE CORPS.

EDINBURGH:
PRINTED BY W. BROWN,

AT THE HERALD AND CHRONICLE OFFICE, CROSS,

——

1801,







THE LIEUT.-COL. COMMA

NDANT,

THE OTHER OFFICERS AND GENTLEMEN

'HE REGIMENT OF ROYAL 1

VOLUNTEER CAVA

PREACHED IN THEIR PRESE

TR D YR T ; s
AND PUBLISED AT THEIR

[S MOST ECTFULLY INS

|

IID-LOTHIAN

r?w;y‘
44N A o

N T TrT o

L ROH S1.
\

TDTT .

CINAL] 1/
.\[ 1]1“‘







LOVE or COUNTRY,

EXPLAINED AND ILLUSTRATED.

A

SER MO N.

PsaLM cxxxviL §,0.

If I forget thee, O Ferusalem, let my right hand jforget
her cunming. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue
cleave to the roof of my mouth : if I prefer not Jerusa-
lem above my chief joy.

HIS pfalm holds up to our view an affecting

picture of the condition of a people torn, by
the hand of violence, from the bofom of their coun-
try, and reduced to fervitude in a foreign land. By
a few delicate touches it paints the diftrefs of mind
arifing from captivity, and the gloom which it {fpreads
over the whole field of human life. The fun fhone
on the city of the Chaldee’s excellency, but a dark
cloud refted on the difperfion of Ifracl. Spring,

that revives the powers of vegetation, and wakes
A through
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through nature the voice of joy, returned ungreet-
ed by the melancholy Jews. - Summer, that com-
pletes the glory of the year, fhed upon their dwel-
lings no ray of gladnefs. By the rivers, where the
natives rejoiced, they fat down and wept when they
remembered Zion. . On the willow-tree their harps
are fufpended ; and it embitters all their grief, when,
naming the place of their worfhip, the arrogant idola-
ter requires them to gratify his curiofity with a {peci-
men of their facred mufic. This was to touch a chord
in unifon with their tendereft feelings. It remind-
ed them of the, felicity of their nation in better
days ; of the fplendour of their annual feftivals ; of
the confolation of their religious hopes; and it
darkened, by the power of cdntraﬁ, the circum-
ftances of their prefent diftrefs. Their children
are nurfled in tears ; their young men eat the bread
of afflition ; and their beauty is delivered into the
enemy’s hand :—but, more than all their perfonal
or domeftic calamities, they mourn the downfall of
their country ; and, more than all their perfonal or
domeftic interefts, they feek the reftoration of its
honours. It was in Judea only that the promifes

of favour to their fathers could be accomplifhed.

In Judea only could the throne of the kingdom be
eftablifhed in the family of David; and in Beth-
lehem-Ephratah of Judah, was to appear Mefliah
the Prince, a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the

glory
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oloty of Ifracl. Hence all their affeCtions and all
their hopes centered in their country ; and even the
few, whom the captivity had promoted to the favour
of the great King, vowed, amidft the magnificence
of the court of Babylon, an inviolable attachment
to the city of their fathers’ fepulchres. Jf I forges
thee, O Ferusalem, let my right band forget her cun-
ning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave
to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not Ferusalem
above my chief joy.

The love of country, and the bond of 2 common
intereft, which endeared to the minds of the expatri-
ated Jews the ruins of mount Zion, and taught
them to appreciate the value of their civil and re-
ligious inftitutions, it is ours, my friends, to con-
template, for the more pleafing purpofe of exciting
us to encourage one another, amidit an arduous
confli¢t yet undetermined, to maintain, by piety and
patrioti{m, the charaéter and rights of our nation.

Let us then confider the foundations of the love
of country, and of a common intereft in the human
mind ; the ufeful purpofes divine Providence intend-
ed thefe principles to ferve ; and the refle&tions the
fubject may fuggeft to us in the prefent ftate of our
public affairs.

I. We
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I. We are to confider the foundations of the love
of country, and of a common intereft in the human

mind.

The bond of connetion between mind and body,
and the wonderful mechanifm by which fubftances
fo different in their qualities mutually influence one
another, have not been difcovered to man; and it
is not likely that we fhall foon be able to ‘explain
the curious procefs by which material forms, pre-
fented to the ergans of fenfe, not only convey to
the thinking principle the perception of their exift-
ence and fituation, but touch the fprings of memory,
and call up paft ideas. Of the faét itfelf we arenot
permitted to entertain a doubt. - Even among the
inferior animals, we find that the recolle¢tion -of paft
fenfations is intimately conneéed with the places in
which they were produced. The impreflions of
fear, which were excited, in their imagination, at a
particular {pot, return on vifiting it a fecond time,
though the obje& of alarm be removed. We trace
the operation of the fame law in the firft efforts
of memory in the human mind. All our know-
ledge of nature i$ acquired through the medium of
fenfible objects, or from the leflons of inftruction ;
and it is enly after a long and painful difcipline that
we are able to rife from particular faés to general

principles, and from the qualities of a number of
{eparate




[0

{eparate objeéls, to the laws of the orders to which
they belong. For a confiderable part of life we are
direted, in our intercourfe with things external, by
particular perceptions of what we have experienced
to be pleafant or painful to our feelings ; and thefe
perceptions are fuggefted to our thoughts, not by
an act of volition, or any guiding forefight, but by
the prefence of an exciting caufe. Hence the fa-
culty of memory, as well as the power of fenfation,
conne&s us clofely with the material world. Even
in the maturity of reafon, when our command over
the mind ic moft abfolute, the livelielt remembrance
of events is awakened in the fcenes which filently
witneffed them. As we tread, after years are de-
parted, the infpiring ground where we once were
happy, every circumfitance of our former happinefs
rufhes on the foul. From the world of reality we
are tranflated, for the moment, to the world of me-
mory. The diftant return from afar; the dead a-
rife from the grave ; and every altor refumes his
part. Not a look is loft ; not a word is forgotten :
in a place which is empty, in a place which has un-
dergone, perhaps, material alteration, we livein de-
parted time with departed friends, as if both were
reftored to exiftence.

By the fecret fympathy which is thus eftablifh-

ed between the human mind and the external ob-
jects
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jeCts to which it has been accuftomed, the habita-
3 3

tion 1s endeared to the affeGions of the inhabitant.
in the progrefs of life, the horizon which bounds
our profpedt, the great obje@s which daily draw our
attenticn, the field of our labours, and the feats of
our repofe, become, in fome degree, a portion of our-

1 > 2 g Z AR

' The mind infenfibly aflociates them with its
ideas and refleCtions ; makes them a party in its plea-

{ures and its pains ; and finds, in the materials which

they furnith, a local habitation for all its concep-

tions of beauty, of order; and of happinefs.- When
we grow old, thefe objects become the depofitaries
of our perfonal hiftory, a kind of artificial memory
which preferves unbroken the tenor of our being.
As the feafons of the year pafs over them, we hold,
with the varying appearances they exhibit, a melan-
choly, but pleafing intercourfe. = We recolle the
fucceflive changes which have taken place in our
condition : we recollet how we were affected by
former viciflitudes of nature, and all our fenfibi-
lities are revived. Surrounded by objects {o dear
to the heart, we find ourfelves at home, and num-
ber, with the fevereft trials of our pilgrimage, the
hard neceflity by which we are compelled to bid
them farewell. Even criminals have been known
to petition their judge, to fubititute, for the pains
of banifhment, the punifhment of death.
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Our focial and benevolent affettions, which, i
the order of nature, precede the influence of local
relation, and increafe its power, mature, in the hu-
man mind, the love of home, and form the bend of

a public intereft.

To our country we are indebted for our exiftence,
our prefervation, and all the comforts of life. There
our parents were united in the bond of virtuous af-
feGtion, and there, with unutterable tendernefs, they
watched over our weaknefs, wiped away our tears
and taught us to feel, to fpeak, and to reafon. There,
in our infant bofom, they laboured to plant the prin-
ciples of piety, and fpent their ftrength in unceafing
toil to provide for our eftablifhment in the world.

In the inftitutions which the wifdom and bene

o
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cence of cur anceftors founded, our minds were en-

lightened with knowledee, our powers received an

ufeful direction, and we were qualified for public

{ervice to the community.

In the. freedom and enterprife by which our coun-
try is diftinguithed, an unbounded field has been
opened for the various profeflions of cultivated life ;
and, under the protetion of 1ts laws, we {urrende
our hearts in full fecurity’ to the endearments of
friendthip, and the affeCtions of the domeftic {tate.

In
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In the peace of our country, we enjoy tranquilli-
ty : In its profperity, our condition improves : and,
by the rank which it holds among the nations, each
individual finds himfelf raifed into confequence.

To the means of improvement and happinefs
which our country places within our reach, the ef-
forts and experience of many ages have richly con-
tributed. To eftablifh our liberties, our forefathers
laid down their lives ; to perfe& our laws, the wife
and the learned combined their labours ; and, to fe-
cure our religious privileges, holy men watched and

prayed, and refifted unto blood.

To all the interefts, and all the obligations, which
prompted their minds to patriotic exertion, we have
fucceeded. In our country is contained every ob-
jeét of our fondeft attachment ; and when our eyes
{hall be clofed in death, there only can our children
perpetuate our memory, inherit our acquifitions, and
prepare the happinefs of future generations.

Thus, the principle of felf-prefervation, the force
of natural affe@ion, the ties of friendfhip, the claims
of gratitude, and every perfonal, and every public
relation, unite their obligations to form the duty
of patriotifm. 'When our country is invaded, the

danger is common ; and common alfo is the call for
defence.




defence. If we have underftanding to difcern, in-
genuity to contrive, or courage to execute, to our
country they are due. If we have a heart, it per-
tains to .our country ; if we have hands, their no-
bleft work is to uphold our country’s liberties.
To all other duties, then, the duty of patriotifm is
paramount ; and he who is unfaithful here, has
burft the bands of every relation, and violated
the fantions of the whole law. The man who
fhrinks from his country’s danger, or declines the
peril of her defence, has confented, in his heart, to
abandon his parents, to expofe his children, and to
fell, for the infamy of a traitor, or the bafenefs of a
{lave, all that is valuable in exiftence.

II. Having thus traced in the human mind, the
foundations of the Love of Country, and a common
intereft, let us next confider the ufeful purpofes Di-
vine Providence intended thefe principles to ferve.

By the conftitution of the natural world, a great
variety of foil, and climate, and feafons, has been
produced in different divifions of the globe. Be-
tween the Tropics, the landfcape is rich in beauty :
bloflom and fruit meet together on the fame tree;
and benevolent nature, with unceafing care, liber-
ally provides for the comfort of life. In the temper-
ate climates, the eafy labours of Spring and Autumn

i procure,
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procure, from a fertile foil, the means of fubfiftence.
But, on approaching the polar circles, the heavens
and the earth affume a feverer alpeét. The pro-
du&lions of the field fit for the ufe man are few in
number. Night and cold predominate, and it re-
quires, throughout the year, the unremitted efforts of
attention and induftry to colle¢t the {canty means

of fupport.

In all thefe regions man was deflined to exert his
powers and form his charater. By what expe-
dient then has the Deity provided for the popula-
tion of countries, requiring, in fuch different propor-
tions, the labours of induftry, and furnifhing, in mea-
{ures fo unequal, the accommodations and orna-
ments of life 7 By what means has he reconciled to
fituations {o various, and fo oppofite, one race of be-
ings, influenced by the fame general ideas of what
is beautiful and good, and engaged in the purfuits

of a common happinefs?

The Deity has fecured thefe important purpofes,
by infpiring men with an ardent, an invincible at-
tachment for the place where they began their ac-
quaintance with nature, and feafted on the joys of
youth. Had the endearing names of Country and
Home been unknown in the language of men, or
had their power over the hunwan heart been ealily

over-
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evercome, what could have reftrained an irritable
race, ordained, in fo many lands, to contend with

1

hardfhips, {rom yielding to the impulfe of a reftlefs

P

and difcontented mind ! With no preference for any
particular place, isit not likely, that, inftead of pro-
fiting by palt experience in the ftations afligned
them, and redoubling their diligence to attain fu-
ture {ecurity, men would have fought, under the im-
preflion of unfavourable feafons and difappointed
hopes, fkies more clement, fields more fertile and
fortune' more propitious ? But purfuing the fame
ob

have affliCted their perpetual migrations f Striving

jects in the fame tra&t, would not perpetual broils

at one time for a hill, and at another for a foun-

tain of water, without a ruler or a judge, the ftate
of man had become, in fuch a cafe, a {tate of incef-
fant and inveterate hoftility, and the contending
parties mult have propofed mutual extermination as

the end of the confliét

From the horrors of a fate like this, theloveof home
has faved the human race. By this fentiment, men
are not only reconciled, but even attached to the in-
conveniences and hardfhips of their condition. Mea
{ured by no degrees of latitude, this fentiment is not
afteted by the felicity or infelicity of local fituation.
Cheared by its influence, the native of the drearielt
region enjoys the funfhine of his fleeting fummer, and

€exerts
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exerts all his ingenuity to fence, for the reception of
his family, the dark apartments of his winter houfe,
In the apparent wretchednefs of his condition, he
exults in his capacity of fuffering, and in the inde-
pendence of his mind on thofe glittering vanities to
which the fupercilious ftrangers who vifit his coaft
are enflaved. He dwells among his own people ;
he traverfes the figlds where his fathers earned their
fame; and would not exchange his habitation for
the proudeft abodes of eaftern magnificence.

The fame ftrong attachment to country, which dif-
tinguithes rude nations, is found among men in all
the different ftages of fociety, and follows the na-
tives of every climate to the ends of the earth.
To whatever regions profperity or adverfity may
conduét the children of men, it is to the feats
of youth that the imagination delights to return.
Every cherithed idea of beauty or of happinefs
is infeparably aflociated with the {cenery of our na-
tive land. The fun rifing in brightnefs reminds
the emigrant of the morning light that gladdened
the houfe of his father ; and when he thinks of the
fweets of repofe, the murmur of fome far diftant
{tream breaks on his ear. The fields where fancy

wanders by day are occupied afrefh by the vifions of

night ; and hence, in the infancy of the European
fettlements, the fingular fact which hiftory has re-
corded,

i
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corded, of a people sleeping in one hemifphere,

s
s
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dreaming in another.

No length of abfence, no fuccefs in enterprize,
and no favour with ftrangers, can eflface from the
mind of man the love of his native country. Of
all our affeétions this is the one which it 1s the moft
difficult to fubdue ; and when ftrongly excited, it pro-
duces a ftate of difeale which, unlefs relieved by
timely reftoration to the healing influence of native
{cenes, condulls its victim te the grave

Even amidit the felfithnefs which we too juftly
alcribe to the commercial fyltem, the wealth, for
which Adventure croffes thc ocean and braves the
dangers of every climate, is accumulated to pur-
chafe an inheritance at lmmc. There the fortunate
:‘c[‘olvc to eftablifth their f;m‘.iiics, and it gratifies the
higheft ambition of the father’s heart to place his
children under the protetion of his country, and
with its intereft to conne& their fortune.

Nor is the power of this fentiment merely pro-
longed, unabated, to the lalt moment of life, in the

ol them

breaft of the emigrant and the exile ; throug

it 13 kindled in the bofom of their children, and of

hes shildreon?e kil hano r 1
their children’s children, though they never tafted
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the {weets of the land of their fathers. * When the
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years of the captivity of Judah were numbered, and
a new race returned to take poffeflion of mount
Zion, the hiftorian has recorded, that, when they
reached the fummit of the mountain from which
they faw the feats of the glory and happinefs of their
nation, they halted and wept. Modern times fus-

nifh a {till more ftriking example of the invincible

power of this fentiment. After the lapfe of three
centuries, and a civil war which excited many re-
{entments, the Britifh race, planted in America, ftill
defcribe a vifit to this country, by the affectionate
phrafe of ¢ Going home,” and to the dangers of
the voyage this beloved idea reconciles their minds.

By this wife provifion the Author of nature has
prelerved the lefs hofpitable climates from being a-
bandoned by the human race, and has guarded the
fairer abodes from being invaded, on all fides, by a
crowd of competitors in arms. The love of their
country gives to every people the full enjoyment of
their condition, faves them from the bitternefs of
difcontent, and the miferies of migration, and ope-
rates as a powerful incentive to induftry and exer-
tion. In oppofing the unfavourable influences of
climate, in remedying the defets of fituation, in
meliorating the foil, and rearing the village and the
city, the energies of the human charalter are rouf-
ed, the liberal arts are invented, and the light of

{cience
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fcience dawns. In the progrefls of improvement,
the afperity of climate is foftened the producive
powers of the earth are improved, and preparation
is made for an increafing population, and a more
perfect order of things. The wilderness and the so-
litary places rejoice, and the desart blossoms as the rose.
The parched land becomes a pool : and a thirsty land
springs of water.  The inhabitants of the rock sing ;

they shout from the top of the mountains.

The principle of attachment to country is alfo
employed by the Deity to fecure the diftribution of
mankind into nations, and to contribute, by that
diftribution, to the fulfilment of his gracious defigns
to the human race.

Accuftomed, in the land of their fathers, the lot
of their inheritance, to the fame afpe of nature, to
the fame change of feafons, and the fame round of
labour, the mind of apeopleiscaft ina commonmould.
From fituation and employment, from mutual inter-
courfe and the power of imitation, they gradually
acquire a peculiarity of character. Their refletions
flow in the fame channel ; they exprefs the fame
{entiments by the fame analogies and illuftrations ;
they are pleafed with the fame imagery and defcrip-
tion ; they contemplate the fame charalers and ac-
tions, with fimilar emotions of admiration or con-

tempt,
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tempt,'and form at laft a common ftandard of opi:
nion, of talte, and of morals. Hence the authority
of national proverbs, the influence of national poe-
try, and national mufic, 2 common language, com-
mon laws, a public eftablithment of religion, and al}
the fympathies to which every heart vibrates thro’
the whole extent of a country.

7

We behold the general arrangements of Provi-
dence fully -eftablithed : we perceive that they are
fimple in their principles, we feel that they are falu-
tary in their operation ; but feldom contemplate the

depth of the riches, both of the wifdom and know-

[

edge of God, which they invariably difplay. By
what other means, for inftance, but thefe now men-
tioned, could the diftribution of the human race
into nations have been {o eafily, or {o effectually fe-
cured ! What other principle, but the love of coun-
try, could have tempered the jealoufies, reconciled
the taftes, and united the affeGions of individuals ;
produced among them the affociations and affini-
ties which form the bond of a public interelt, and
preferved by that bond, through all the viciflitudes
of profperity and adverfity, the identity of the na-

tion ! From the love of country and the relations of

which itis the origin, the body politic arifes, grace-
ful in its form, and perfeé in its fun&ions. Hence
the head contrives, and the hands execute; every

temper
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emper finds its place, and every talent its object.
Hence the millions, of which a community is com-
poled, are combined in all the labours of public and

private life; hence, through the remoteft dif-

tricts, the {trength of the ftate protets the weak-
nefls of the individual, and peace, crder, and com-
fort, pervade a happy land.

T'he plan of Providence, with refpe&t to man, is
remarkable for unity of defign. A family has its
interelts, its rights, and its jurifdition, and a
to be a fmall ftate, perfect within itfelf.. A ftate
confilts of many families, and may be regarded as
forming a great family, in which the rulers oc-
cupy the place and the power of parents. The na-
tions of the earth, the community of mankind, com-

oSSt 2 T SO A R PR T R i
e family, under the gare of the common
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Parent, who orders their affairs on purpole to pro-
- &
1
te t
te the general good.

By this diftribution the peace of the earth is ad-

mirably fecured, and the mutual communication
of mankind gr ‘-*IJ.' facilitated. Various centers of

union, and mediums of intercourfe, are eltablifh-
ed between the kindreds of the nations. Under the

roteCtion of public juftices the inhabitants of the
P P ) 3

moft diftant egions vifit one ;auothcr with confi-
and know where to prefer the complaint of

C violence,
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violence, and where to apply for the redrefs of wrong.
Meanwhile, by commercial intercourfe, the necefli-
ties of one country are relieved by the fuperfluities
of another, and through all the tribes of men is

circulated the various bounty of their common Pa-
rent.

‘The arrangement which minifters to the comfort,
is made fubfervient to the improvement of our race.
In deliberating on the interefts of nations, in man-
aging their bufinefs, and condudling their defence,
man finds the nobleft theatre for the exercife of his
powers. In the fervice of his country, the indivi-
dual is placed in a confpicuous flation, and his con-
duct is purified by the refpet which he feels for the
judgment of mankind. Difdaining to promote the
public intereft, by the arts of injuftice and inhuma-
nity, ftatefmen and patriots contend with the ene-
my in wifdom, in valour, and generofity. In urging
on the battle, the foldier feeks to fultain the honour
of his nation, but he feeks allo to fave the warrior
to whom he is oppofed. Thus, inthe mercy of heaven,
even the bufinefs of war itfelf, notwithftanding all the
mifery that accompanies it, is converted into a fchool
of virtue ; and the human charaer acquires fome of
its brighteft ornaments, amidft employments which
feem, at firft view, to exclude the mild influences of
humanity.

By
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By the fame diftribution, provifion has been made
for reftraining the progrefs of corruption among
men, for correcting public diforders, and for reform-
ing the world. Hence too diftinguifhed nations are
brought forward in fucceffion to take the direction
of human affairs---to diffufe the light of their know-
ledge, the benefit of their arts, and the energy of their
charalter, and to accomplifh, in their feafon, the
merciful defigns of the Moft High.

‘Such are the ufeful purpofes to which, in the
order of Providence, the Love of Country is ap-
pointed to be fubfervient. Let not then a vain phi-
lofophy, whofe fuccels depends on the fubtilty with
which it employs the arts of delufion, tell us that
this fentiment is fa&itious and unnatural, worked
into the minds of ignorant, unrefleting men, by the
ingenuity of priefts, of poets, and legiflators. We
have feen that this fentiment is implanted in our na-
ture by the hand of God, and forms, as it were, a
part of the natural religion of the human heart. We
have feen that the affe@ions on which it is founded,
are blended with the firft elements of our conftitu-
tion, and that, in the progrefs of life, they are un-
folded with the reft of our intelle€tual and moral
powers. Enlightened reafon approves of the gener-
ous ardour of unperverted patriotifm ; and, when we
turn to the records of religion, we find it glowing

n
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in the pages of the Old Teftament, and fan&ioned
in the New by the exprefs authority of the Saviour
of the world. The gofpel invariably recognizes the
diftribution of the human race into tribes, and lan-
guages, and nations, as the work of God. Gover-
nors, and - Magiftrates, and laws, are there repre-
fented as the ordinances of Divine wifdom for the
good of man. Theyarife out of the conftitution of our

nature,and the circumftances in which we are placed,
and it is only within the limits they prefcribe that
individuals can hope to be ufeful to their brethren.
What extent of benevolence can embrace all the
families of men fpread over the face of the whole
earth, and by what efforts of wifdom or firength is

T 0

it poffible to improve their condition ? Univerfal phi-
lanthropy i1s a fwelling found without a definite
meaning. It is by difcharging, in private and pub-

lic life, the duties of thofe relations we [uftain, that
we fulfil the purpoles of our exiltence, and contri-
bute to the happinels of mankind. To our neigh-
bours only, to thofe who are brought near us by
ocal fituation, or conneéted with us in the bufinefs
of life, can our good offices extend; and to our
neighbours, accordingly, religion appropriates the
exercife of benevolence. Love to our Country,
atting under the direion of juftice and humanity,
fills up the whole meafure of focial obligation, and

is the moft comprehenfive of all our duties,

I
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It is by the purity of this principle amonga people,
and the extent in which it influences the conduct of
individuals, that hiftory has taught us to eftimate
the ftrength of the ftate. With fucn a meafure of
n:uiuml iccunty, we may this day contemplate,
with a lively feptiment of gratitude to GC" the con-
dition and profpects of our country.

. = 1 1 ¥ RPRTE R
In no period of our annals has the fire of pattio-

tifm burnt with a purer flame. When all the powers
of fophiftry and error were fent forth to deceive the

uninitructed, the good fenfe and found principles of

—ra

our country checked their proc*rcf\. During the tu-

nult of revolution, when, borne on the tide of vic-

ot

| tory, a raging people proclaimed, to the aftonifhe

| nations, a new order of deities, a new divifion of
} . ® 1 ~ 1

% time, and a new form of {ociety, the hopes of the
|

civilized world refted on DBritain alone, and by her

they were fuftained. In this trying hour, when the

—
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ordinary revenue became inadequate to the exigen-

-

cies of the ftate, the favings of the induftrious, and
the treafures of the opulent were, with a zeal and
liberality till then unheard of, devoted to the public
I fervice. The means of exertion with which the Go-
' ,vernment was fo honourably furnifhed, were ap-
| plied with wifdom and vigour to the purpofes of our
defence. Nor were they applied in vain. The great

ievements of our fathers, amid{t the perils of for-

S
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mer times, if not {urpafled, have at leaft been equalled
by the great atchievements of their defcendants,
amidit the perils of the prefent age. Already have
the banners of the captive fleets of three nations
been devoutly prefented in the houfe of God, by our
King and our nobles, as a teftimony of religious grati-
tude. The operations planned by the executive power
ftill continue to be crowned with {uccefs, and the tro-
phies of a fourth people are now ready to be offered

up, in token of our deperdence on divine protettion.

When our warriors were fent abroad to turn
the battle from our gates, the learned, the opulent,
and indufirious, who remained at home, gathered
round the conftitution, and, under the aufpices of the
Sovereign, embodied themfelves to fupprels the tu-
mults of fedition and anarchy. With a zeal and gener-
ofity worthy of the caufe in which they are engaged,
they lill add to their duties, in all the departments
of public and private life, a perfevering attention to
the exercife of arms. To the fecurity of property,
and the fupport of law, we now bring not only the
integrity and refolution of Britons, but bands of
brave men, from all the orders of the ftate, united
by the ties of friendthip and the toils of difcipline.
To the enemy we now prefent, not only the ftrength
of a formidable national force, but a people, in every
diftrict, expert in the ufe of arms, accuftomed to a&

to-
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together in the ficld, and prepared to diftinguifh
themfelves by honourable conducét.

Nor are thefe the only grounds of our public

‘fecurity. During the repeated and the deep-felt

preflure of {fcarcity, the benevolence of an enligh-
tened nation has watched for the comfort of the
poor.. Every expedient that wildom could devife,
or experience fuggeft, to avert the horrors of fa-
mine, and fupply the hungry with food, a glowing
humanity has adopted with zeal. Perhaps, in no
country but our own could the difficulties of the time
have prefled with fo little weight, or produced fo
fmall a portion of atual fuffering. Many new
inftitutions for charitable purpofes, liberally endow-
ed and extenfively ufeful, prefent the rich to the
eye .of the poor under the endearing afpe& of
guardians, benefattors, and fx“.m,;.

In the mean time, as if Divine Providence de-

ighted to [mile on thefe labours of love, a new age
has opened on the Britifh 1flands happily united
under one King and one deliberative Council. The
ftrength of the ftate is confolidated, and local dif-
tinftions and exclufive privileges no longer obftrué
the progrefs of improvement. At home and
abroad the profpect is equally animating. This is

the Lord’s doing, it is marvellous in our eyes.
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I conelude with a fingle refleGtion. — If the exers

tions of our country {hould ul umately e bleffed

of God, with that fuccefs which prefent appear

-]

inces feem to indicate; if they fhould be mnhwl

e

v

fleCtual to reftrain the wviolence of revolution-
ary principles, and to compofe the troubles of
the earth, as our glory would in that cafe be great,
it would procure for us a proportionable mﬂucnu

in direCting the courfe of human affairs. The con-

filtency of our political principles, the firmnefs of

our national chnrn&cr, and the {plendour of our
military atchievements, would concur in giving an
extraordinary importance toall that is peculiar to us
as a people. In our fchool, generous minds would
fum the wifdom which infpired the counfels of the

binet, and the difcipline which formed the heroes
of the field ; the theory of our government, the
principles of our jurifprudence, and the {pirit of
our literary and religious inftitutions, would be
examined with attention and relpe&. Our

opinions would acquire fome of the weight of au-

>—n

rity, and our manners might give a tone to the

C
tar%“ nd chara&er of nations.

But thould a deftiny fo glorious be referved for
our country by the favour of heaven, of how much
importance is it, that the people, held up to general

admiration, fhould be found in faith and pure in mo-
rals,

=
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rals, as well as fkilful in arts and great in battle? If
we are to be employed by the Governor among the
nations, as the inftructors and the patterns, as well
as the defenders of the human race ; ¢f how much
importance is it, that, united at home in the bond of
peace, and diftinguifhed abroad by rational piety
and manly virtue, we become the inftruments of
diffufing, through the wide extent of our political
and commercial greatnefs, the wifdom of found

policy, and the bleflings of pure religion.

In difpenfing profperity and empire among the
kindreds of the earth, the Almighty is guided by
no arbitrary partiality, and by no temporary refent-
ment. In all the revolutions of human greatnefs,
he confults the interefts of religion and virtue. A
favoured people can only preferve the advantages
of their condition by promoting the gracious de-
figns of his government. The corruption of wealth,
and the abufe of power, invariably prepare the
downfall of a nation.

This is an argument in behalf of religion and
virtue, the force of which will be felt in this affem-
bly. Let it encourage us to correct our errors, to
reform our vices, to purify our public tafte, and to
exhibit to the world an example of that righteouf-
nefs which exalteth a people. In the new diftribu-

tion
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tion of territory and dominion among the nations
of Europe, it will require the united energies of

private and public virtue, to fuftain the weight of

Britith greatnefs.

May God, then, of his infinite mercy, infpire our
rulers and our people, with wifdom and firmnefs,
and with vigour and unanimity, to refift all the fe-
duions of evil, and to feek that which is truly

good !
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