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Hatley’s First Tree Give-Away a Tree-ific

success

ver 1300 trees

were distributed
to residents of Hatley
Townships at its the
first-ever tree
distribution on May 20.
The event was
scheduled to begin at
9:30 but well before 9

o’clock, the huge
number of eager
property owners
already lining up

surprised organizers.
Among the varieties of
trees distributed were
Sugar Maple. White
and Red Pine. Paper
Birch, Red and
American Ash, and
White Spruce. Each
address was allowed a
total of 8 trees and a
maximum 2 of each
variety. The Red Ash

Thursday & Friday June 15th & 16th, 8pm

Tel: 819-842-2431

was the first to
disappear but the sugar
maple and pines were
also popular choices. A
handful of spruce
remained at the end of
the morning but a local
land owner had already
made a request for any
remaining trees. The

environmental
committee of the
municipality organized
the event and are already
planning to repeat the
tree distribution next
year.
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Friendship
Day
Activities
See page 6 & 7

Vol. 33, No.10

See page 12

$1.50

Wippi Spotted again!

Lake Massawippi

By: Nancy Cote

“Where’s my
purse?!” | am running
late, again!

As a member of the
junior  department
committee for Ayer’s
Cliff Fair, 1 was
supposed to have been
on the fairgrounds by 9
o’clock - the show
starts at 11 and | am

Piggery Theatre

Ticket Price $30 pp

plggery@abacom.com

certain there will be
many issues to deal with.
But I am still in Rock
Forest.

The car is loaded
and set to go. | kiss my
children and husband,
note that it is 8:30 a.m.,
and that already | am
perspiring. With the

Continued on page 4

www.johnnyreid.com

The Friday night performance will be dedicated to Jamie Coles

www.cmtcanada.com

Join the
Tartan Army
fan Club

WWW.piggery.com


mailto:townsun@abacom.com
mailto:plggery@abacom.com
http://www.piggery.com
http://www.johnnyreid.com
http://www.cmtcanada.com

P.O Box 28

Publisher/Editor:

Advertising:
Thelma Wright,
Sherry Garrett,Richmond

Board of Directors

Chairperson:
Nancy Beattie, Lennoxville
Members:
Janet Angrave,Lennoxville
Kathleen Hanna, Montreal
Charles Bury, Cookshire
Kathleen Y. Rattigan,
Ormstown

The Townships Sun is a non-profit
organization publishing each month.
All contents are copyrighted and may
not be reproduced or translated
without written permission from the
Editor. The opinions expressed by the
writers are not necessarily those of

Member of
QCNA/'QuebecCommunity
NewspaperAssociations'” ;CARD,
""Canadian Advertising Rates & Data
and Registered with La
Bibiiotheque National de
Quebec

|p
Qoip”s

We acknowledge the financial sup-
port from die Government of Canada,
through the Publications Assistance
Program (PAP), towards our mailing
costs and from the Minist&re de la
Culture et des Communication of
Quebec in the form of Projects and
Operational Grants.

The Townships Sun welcomes
manuscripts, letters, photos and
anecdotes.Material should be
addressed to the Editor and
include a telephone number and
mailing address. Material accepted is
subject to editing and is the sole
property of the Townships Sun unless
otherwise stipulated by contract with
the editor, or by copyright. While all
reasonable care will be taken, we
accept no responsibility for loss or
damage to submitted material.
Opinions expressed in ‘Letters to the
EditorVdo not necessarily represent
those of the Townships Sun.

The Townships Sun shall notbe liable for

do not lessen the value of an advertise-
ment. The Townships Sun liability for
other errors or omissions in connection
with any advertisement is strictly limited
topublication of the advertisement in any
subsequent issue or the refund of any
monies paid for the advertisement.

VoK o' ee
Office Hours:

Kudoosto

on Orford
By: Nancy Beattie

he MRC of

Memphremagog
has come out solidly
against the sale of
Mount Orford. The
mountain is public land,
donated to the
population with clear
directives that it was
never to be sold or
developed. Selling it to
a private ski resort

manager and allowing it
to be built up with
condominiums IS
wrong. Period. And the
Liberal government
should know better.
Shame on them.

The one element in
the MRC plan that is not
so hot is their suggestion
that the golf course be
sold off. The golfcourse
is on park territory and
selling any part of the
park is contrary to the
principals of preserving
land and the original
intent of the land
donors. For
environmental reasons,
the elimination of the
golf course all together
would not be such a bad
thing, but in the mean
time, if it is providing
revenue, perhaps the
revenue could go
towards repairing the
damage to the ski hill.
But no part of the park
should fall to private
ownership.
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Hearings are getting
underway on the
infamous Bill 23 (to
allow the government to
sell off the land) and the
more  presentations
against the sale of the
land, the better. SOS
Orford continues to
lobby hard for the
integrity of the park and
will be holding another
rally on Saturday, June 3,
this time in front of the
National Assembly in
Quebec City.

Having a ski hill in the
park is not the end of the
world but | would rather
see the ski hill and the
golf course shut down
and the land returned to
its natural state, than see
it handed over to private
interests. You can be
sure that the minute
Orford changes hands, us
regular folk will be
chased off the mountain,
much less allowed for
free at its base. Forget
those lovely summer
hikes up the mountain!

As the population of
this province, we must
continue to voice
opposition if we expect
to save our park. Write
letters to the media and
politicians, call talk
shows and whatever you
do, don’t give up. We
need this mountain, as do
our children, and their
children.... Let’s not be
the generation known for
giving up without a fight.
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Open Letter to Premier

Jean Charest

Frank Moller
Scotstown, QC

ne of your
O responsibilities, as

| see them, is to protect
the heritage of
Quebecers. This means
all Quebec’s protected
lands. The parks in
Quebec are not yours
nor the governments,
but belong to us all
Quebecers. You do not
have the right to sell off
something that is not
owned by you. In fact if
you go ahead with this
proposal to sell off a
large portion of Mount
Orford, you, sir, will be
breaking the law and
will be subject to actions
such as must be taken
againstall law breakers.

Yourjob is to promote
the well-being and
wishes of the people of
Quebec. With this
proposed action you will
be promoting the rights
of a very small select
group of Quebecers.

I have friends who are
old stock residents of
Mont Tremblant. The
disaster that has
happened to this pristine
area is catastrophic. And
it continues to sink into
the morass ever deeper.

Last summer | went

Noti

for a ride around the
bottom of Jay Peak in
Vermont. What a mess.
Roads every which way.
Hundreds of trees being
cut down on the hill, to
make way for large
mansions. As with Mont
Tremblant, Jay is not the
beautiful place I skied at
when | was young, somle
years ago.

The same will happen
at Mount Ordord. And
this will be the thin edge
of the wedge. Once you
open the door to selling
off one portion of a
provincial park, there
will soon be another one
where one of your
friends must have a
portion of another park.
And you will sell it to
him. Future generations
will look at these
beautiful park lands and
say that Jean Charest was
the one who started this
wholesale massacre of
our heritage. Is this the
legacy you wish to leave
of your tenure as
Quebec’s Premier? |
hope not. You can still
back down, obey the law,
and not sell off Mount
Orford. | hope you will
do what is right, for the
people of Quebec.

to Subscribers

If you are among the many people who have
to change their addresses because of city
amalgamations, please do not forget us at The

Sun.

Changes can be sent by email to

townsun@ abacom.com or by telephone at
(819)566-7424 (a message can be left on the

answering machine).

Please give us your

telephone number as well as your susbscriber
number, your name and new address. Thank you.
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The Trials and Tribulations of Looking for a Job as a University

Graduate

By: Tammy Levesque

y story begins
M last October
when | began sending
my resume to a variety
of companies,
organizations and both
provincial and federal
government
departments to inquire
about any openings they
would have in May of
2006. | figured that it
would be a good idea to
get a head start in
looking for a job and
hopefully, by the time |
finished classes at the
end of April, | would
have a job waiting for
me and | wouldn’t have
to worry about it. Eight
months have gone by
since then and nothing.
Not even an interview.
Talk about depressing.
Even now that | have
officially completed my
BA in Environmental
Studies | still have not
heard a single word
from any of the 60+
resumes | have sent out
since then..

| am sure that | am not
the only one out there
who is looking and
coming up  with
nothing. It is not easy to
enter the work force
these days and as a
university graduate, |
am finding it even
harder than usual. I am
beyond depressed and
have lost all faith that |
will find something in
my field. Trying to stay
hopeful requires too
much energy. |If |
average it out, I have
sent out at least one
application every 2 days

search a minimum of 30
websites a day for jobs
and in 6 months, nothing.

Although I fully realise
that 1 am fresh out of
university, I am lucky to
have had the opportunity
to gain experience in my
field through summer
employment. | have
spent the past two
summers and most ofthis
year working in the
environmental field. So,
when | apply for various
positions, itis most often
junior and entry level
positions and one would
think that even with the
limited experience | do
have that it would be an
advantage. And | am not
even being picky! I will
take anything as long as
it is somewhat related to
my field of study. And
yet, nothing. | am not
even being picky about
where | will end up. |
have been applying for
positions throughout
Canada from
Newfoundland to British
Columbia and no one
will bite.

What baffles me the
most is exactly what are
they looking fqrT~Eam
qualified to work in my
field in some capacity as
I know more about the
environment 'S and
environmental issues
than the average person.
| have been trained in
software that is related to
my field of study and |

also have some
experience in the
environmental field

which is more than many
other people in the same
position | am can say for

bilingual. So | ask
myself, what else can |
do? What more do | need
to begin my career as an
environmental
professional? Why isn’t
anyone taking a chance
on me?

It is a catch 22 really.
It seems that companies
and the like want people’
with experience
however, how are we as
university graduates
supposed to get that
experience if no one is
willing to give us a
chance? To top it all off,
many of the ‘baby
boomers’ are nearing the
age of retirement and we
are supposed to make up
the workforce after they
leave. However are we
supposed to accomplish
that if companies keep
looking for professional,
qualified people with
minimum 4 to 5 years
experience to fill those
positions? Pretty soon
none of them will be left
and there will be
hundreds of jobs to fill

and no one able to fill
them because years ago,
no one wanted to give us
a chance.

I have not spent four
years studying in a field
| absolutely adore and |
feel that I know | am
good atjust to work some
job that is the farthest
thing from my field and
that does not add to my
career path in any way.
Ask anyone who knows
me as | am always
talking about
environmental causes
and trying to get people
to change their habits to
more environmentally
friendly ones. | am such
an environmental
advocate and yet no one
iswilling to even hear me
out in an interview
setting. | can’t help but
ask the question is itme?
What am | missing? Is it
too much to ask to be
able to work in MY
field? At this point, | will
take anything that comes
my way but | am
doubtful that anything

will.

So the question
remains where to go
from here? Well, I’ll tell
you. | get up every
morning and hope that
someone somewhere
will give me a chance. If
atthe end of the day I still
haven’t heard anything, |
go back on the internet
and continue looking on
the 30 + job sites | have
booked marked in my
Favourites tab and keep
on looking. | keep on
applying. | have wanted
to give up so many times
but I know that I can’t.
Deep down | do hope
that something will
eventually pop up but
only time will tell. So, to
all of you in the same
boat as me, just sit back
and enjoy the ride.
Although the seas might
be rough sometimes and
you might want to jump
ship because you are
afraid of the approaching
storm, don’t. Stay on that
boat and eventually, you
will find your port of call.

HireaStudent

The Service Canada Centre for Youth in the Sherbrooke area is now open
for business. The office is ready to assist businesses and young workers with
their summer employment needs. They provide youth withjob opportunities,
interview advice, resume building andjob search strategies. They offerjob-
posting services to employers.

In Sherborooke: 124, \Wellington North, 1st floor

(819) 564-5864, ext.550
Srerbrooke, QG JIH 5X8

1-800-8/71-5803, ext.550

Other locations: Megog
Conarsville
Asbestos
Coaticook

6

Embauchez un etudiant!
Hire a student!

1-888-649-6166, ext.550
1-800-828-0567, ext.50
1-800-307-6342, ext.50

Lac-Megartic  1-888-548-6060

Our Website: youth.gc.ca

Youth Info Line: 1-800-935-5555
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Continued from page 1

temperature this high
this early, it is going to
be a scorching August
day.

| decide to take
Autoroute 55 to save
some time - it is a quiet
morning with few people
out and fewer driving.
For the most part, 1 am
quite comfy in the air-
conditioning of my car,
rolling down the
highway, reviewing the
day’s plan, ever hopeful
that all will go smoothly.
Some 90 young farmers
are expected to compete
today and it is no small
challenge to keep
everything organized.

As | begin the drive
around the end of Lake
Massawippi, | cannot
help but gaze at the
faultlessly smooth lake
surface with the morning
sun reflecting off it.

Nearing a cement
dock on my left,
something catches my
eye: a life-sized splash in
the water. | immediately
slow the car and
continue to stare at the
splash - in the sunlight,
it looks like thousands of
rainbows. | can’t believe
my eyes! | pulled to the
opposite side of the road
and look more intently.
What could be causing
this stunning reflection?
Then, all of a sudden, as
the splash dissipates, |
see it! A long, slender
tail, attached to a large

and powerful shape just

below the water’s
surface.
A honking horn

breaks both my gaze
and concentration - but
just long enough to
point the honking driver
to the water. He sees it
too - the tail and the
beautiful rainbow
spectacle.

As the surface of
the water stilled again,
we begin to chat. The
driver is from out of the
area and shares that he
thinks the' Eastern
Townships is the most
stunning and scenic
place he had ever
visited.

Returning to his car,
he pauses and turns
around chuckling. “No
one is going to believe
us.”

My roadside
companion isright. The
whole episode delays
my arrival at the
fairgrounds by about 10
minutes ... and no one
believes me. They
shake their heads and no
doubt think I am making
up a tall tale.

But I believe me. |
know | saw Wippi, the
monster that lives in
Lake Massawippi, and,
as with so much of the
Townships, it is a
wonderful part of our
heritage.
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English Community News

Forour non-profit organizations of Quebec

C.E.P.W.E. Horse Show 2006 Dates

Every year, the Club Equestre de Performance Western de I’Es
a series of horse shows at the Ayer’s CIliff Fairgrounds for
Bilingual and friendly shows, spectators are welcome and adm

May 28 (Schooling Show), June 10 & 11, July 8 & 9, August
17

Watch The Sun a full article on CEPWE and the volunteers who run the

shows in the next issue of the paper.

une 2006

trie organizes

local riders.
ission is free.
Shows start at 8:30 a.m. and will be held on the following dates in 2006:

6, September

Brome County Historical Society Antique & Craft Market

Sunday, June 11th, 2006

On Museum grounds
130 Lakeside, Knowlton, QC

Spaces available: for more information call 450-243-6782

Lermoxville TriUs

Join Us A tOur Friendship bay Open

Saturday, Jam 10from
Outdoor 50% more on
Lemonade

Balloons for the children

Lermoxvile Tri-Us
3003 Colege
Lermoxvile, QC
822-2632

Happy Friendship Day

2 Queen St., Lennoxville (819) 565-13

House!

9am. to 5]

item s
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Men’s Empowerment

By: Kathleen Y. Rattigan
Special to the Sun

s it unusual that a

woman would write
upon the subject of
men’s empowerment?
Perhaps this subject
fascinates me because
most of my adult life has
been dedicated to the
discovery of the power
of woman. Now, in the
wisdom years of my
fifties, 1 know that a
woman  does not
discover her power by
trying to be like a man,
or in the combative
stance of the aggressive
side of the feminist
movement, nor in
deriding and resenting
the other half of the
human race. | honestly
admit that like a good
number of women, |
struggled much of my
lifetime trying to
understand men, and |
realize that much of the
time they shake their
heads in confusion
trying to understand us!

I have been in love,
out of love, hurt,
misunderstood, and just
downright burnt in some
of my relationships
which, | imagine, is the
same story as many of
my fellow women.
However, through my
spiritual saga, | have
discovered that,
roll please, men are
different from women. |
can see eyes rolling as
you say to yourself, “no
kidding Kathleen.”

My freedom Dbegan
when | discovered that
once upon a time,
humanity worshipped a
Mother Deity. | now pay
homage to the fact that

both the feminine and
masculine energies are
strong and beautiful and
each bestows gifts upon
us. Like many women, |
struggled to find my
place in a patriarchal
society, often weary of
everything being
masculine. | wondered
who put women in
second place and, of
course, blamed
everything on the male
race.

Todayl honor thefollowing
miraculous men:
Dr. Wayne Dyer
Dr. Deepak Chopra
Leo F. Buscaglia, PH.D.
Dr. Phil
Sun Bear, Chippewa
Medicine Man
Stuart Wilde
Eckhart Tolle
You have all been powerful
andgood teachers to myself
and many others. Thank
you. A special thankyou to
my husband, RobertA.
Campbell, who is my rock.”

Lo and behold it was
when I discovered that it
was my own belief
concepts that put me in
this secondary role | set
about learning why | had
done this to myself. After
all the glitches were
worked out, | turned
back towards men and
learned how to become
friends with them.

| feel a great sympathy
and compassion for
manhood as their lot in
life is not easy. And by
the way, those TV
commercials that make
men look like idiots have
got to go! I find them
degrading and insulting
to the male race, and it
saddens me to see that
this kind of humor is
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acceptable. Men have
had to redefine their own
manhood in today’s
world. The feminist
movement made great
strides and women are
taking their places of
power. We see men and
women working side by
side everywhere that
used to belong only to
men, the police force,
firefighters, politicians,
world  leaders,
construction sites,
ministries, the military,
truck drivers, and on and
on. We are becoming
equals as we are finding
that our different
strengths  perfectly
complement each other!

This was the
revelation that turned me
full circle, eased all my
confusion, and opened
the doorway into no
longer struggling to
understand why men act
the way they do, but to
delight in their
differences. The age old
battle of the sexes was
over for me and it was
with a great sigh of relief
that I laid down all my
self made defenses
against them.

As | am avery happily
married woman, my
friendship with the male
race has the wonderful
innocence of laughter
and interest. Without the
question of any intimacy
raising its furry little
head, | have the freedom
of focusing on the spirit
of man and my
admiration and respect
continues to grow. Men
are natural warriors and
protectors of all. The
beauty of an awakened

BPunmusromspmn

Workshop Series ©

Exploring the science of

the spirit through
workshops on:

» Past lives
Meditation

Dreams

The Divine Goddess
Prosperity
Guardian Angels
and more.

Also available:

*Tarot Card Readings
* Past Life exploration / regression

Exploring Your Spirit Gift Shop
Unusual gifts From $5.00 & up

Peace Package @11.90
Angle Oracle@36.00

By appointment only:

Kathleen Y. Rattigan
450-829-4103

On the web at:
e-mail:

www.ExploringYourSpirit.com
rattigan@rocler.qc.ca

Member QC Order of Acupuncturists
ALLERGIES-ARTHRITIS
INSOMNIA-PAIN-ASTHMA

SCIATICA-MIGRAINES AND
MANY OTHER CONDITIONS
l.e. Allergies etc
2400 Ridge Rd., Huntingdon
Tel.: (450) 264-9276

man is a wonder to
behold as | am
discovering through my
private  counseling
practice. Most men are
not ready tojoin groups
in  their spiritual
questing, but the fact is
that there is an
astonishing number who
are now looking to the
natural world of
spirituality to find peace
in this world of such
insanity. Men in large
numbers are learning to
meditate, explore past
lives, and to gain
knowledge of and
understand their dreams
and  visions. My

practice, which used to
consist of mainly
women, now has an
equal number of men,
ranging in ages 17 to 76.

| honor their warrior
courage, the brilliance of
their logical and
scientific minds, the
strength of their physical
bodies, the gentleness of
their power, and | honor
and salute the male race
as they redefine what it
means to be a man in
today’s changing world.
It is with true happiness
that | can say | am
comfortable in your
world.


mailto:Oracle@36.00
http://www.ExploringYourSpirit.com
mailto:rattigan@rocler.qc.ca
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Have a Great Day

Scott W Mackey & Peter Mackey
Tel: [819] 829-0111 Fax: [819] 829-0001
30 Queen Street, Lennoxville, Qc

Pieces de tracteur

RON MACKEY

Tractor parts

New - Used - Rebuilt
Neuf- Usage - Reconstruit

Tel.: (819) 845-3186 Fax: (819) 845-3456
357,chemin de la Riviere

St-Frangois-Xavier-de-Brompton, Que-
bec, JOB 2V0

We buy burnt, accidented or old tractorsfor parts

Since 1913
6 Belvidere, Lennoxville, Que.
T f-—- [819] 564-1750 1-800-567-6031
Siege Social Main Office

S joocfD ay!

CASS FUNERAL HOME

Barry Evans & Jacques Laberge

Have a Qood Day

Beattie’s Barbershop
[819] 822-0297

152 Queen Street, Lennoxville, QC

Open Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

SALON ROSE MARIE

42 Park
Lennoxville

564-1661 e

Toujours MkmVom

OurPleasure, Serving You |
am
Cmffeusts: Rose Marie

<&Nanc .
y Have a Alice Day!
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Friendship Day

Lennoxville, Sherbrooke Borough # 3

Saturday and Sunday, June 10th

Saturday, June 10th

Outdoor Music and
Dance

Warn to 5:30pm
Centennial Park

Free Admission

Book Sale
9am-4pm
Lennoxville Library

Artisans and Group

Exihibits

Warn to 4:30pm
Ecole Saint-Antoine

and 11th, 2006

United Community Church
Breakfast

7:30am to 10:30am

Gertrude Scott Hall within the United
Church

Cost: Adults - $7 Children (6 to 12)
$4 Children (5 and under) free

Parade
W:30am to 11:30am

Parade Route:
Charlotte, Queen, Church,
Hunting, Speid, Meade,
Warren, Bown, Amesbury
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Family Activities
12pm to 4:30pm

Lennoxville
Elementary School

Free Admission

Lennoxville  Art
Group

11am to 6pm

Amedee-Beaudoin
hall, 10 Depot Street

Sunday. June
11th

Family Brunch
8am to 1pm
Fire Hall

Cost: TBD

The Townships Sun

Silent Auction
11lam to 3pm

Ecole St-Antoine

1pm to 2:30pm

Family Crafts

Workshop
Upland’s Barn
Free Admission

4r

Cake and Ice Cream Social
From 1:30pm to 4pm

Uplands Cultural and
Heritage Center

CHUCK AND CATHY’S
GARDEN CENTER & FLOWER SHOP

Everything to do with flowers
Shrubs - Bulbs - Plants
Cut Flowers - Roses
& Garden Needs

(Have fun on friendsflip (Day

380 9ueen St., Lennoxville
819] 565-3053
[819] fctefloca
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The Life of a Mohawk Fisherman -
“You’ve got to love it”

By: John A. Viau

t’s late January and

“high winter” has
arrived on the frozen
wastes of Lake St.
Louis. The
thermometer registers
23 below zero Celsius
and the wailing wind
rolling across miles of
windswept ice makes it
seem like the high
Arctic. A solitary
figure dressed in a
bulky camouflage suit
moves swiftly as he
pulls his nets through a
large cut in the 2 feet
thick ice. The nets are
laden with fat perch
and other pan fish and
as fast as he folds them
into the large fiberglass
tub on the sleigh
behind his snowmobile
the nets and fish both
are almost instantly
frozen into one heavy
iCy mass.

The fisherman’s
name is Eric
McComber, a proud

member of the
Mohawks of
Kahnawake, and he’s
keeping alive an

ancient tradition that
has been practiced by
his people for untold
generations. Eric is a
big man, with not an
ounce of fat on his
powerful physique and
it’s not hard to tell that
he’s in a trade that
requires lots of muscle

power. But even
muscles are not
immune to bone

chilling cold, and Eric
decides that he’s had
enough for today.
There’s one more net to
check but it will have to

wait until tomorrow. He
knows that it’s just too
dangerous to continue
any longer. Like Eric

says,
justwontcross! Ifl think
my life is in danger |
back offand thats that!

But danger
doesn’talways announce
itself before arriving and
sometimes a dangerous
situation can arrive
almost without warning.
When you’re a
commercial fisherman,
you’re out on the water
or ice all year around,
and danger lurks around
every turn. In early
winter the thickness of
ice must be gauged
carefully and caution
observed, if you don’t
want to go for a sudden

“ There'sa lingqlualls

frosty dunking. As the
winter progresses the
danger IS from
hypothermia and sudden

total
whiteouts where
visibility is reduced to
zero in a matter of
seconds.

and

In spring, summer
and fall Eric nets
sturgeon in the territorial
waters of , the
Kahnawake Mohawks
which stretch all the way
from below the Lachine
Rapids upstream into
Lake St. Louis around
St. Nicholas Island and
beyond. These waters
are not for the novice or
faint of heart. When you
fish below the Mercier
Bridge your first mistake
could very well be the
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last mistake you’ll ever
make!

The rock and
boulder strewn waters of
the Lachine Rapids are
just minutes away
downstream and beckon
loudly to vessels in
distress. No matter how
well you know the
channels, currents, rocks
and eddies, (and Eric
knows them as well as
anybody in Kahnawake),
things can change. The
River transforms itself
from year to year. Every
spring after the.ice goes
out huge boulders of a
ton or more can be
moved hundreds of feet
or more downstream
from their last location
and wait silently in wait
for unsuspecting
fishermen. In these
waters if you break a
shear pin or lose a prop
itcould mean your death.

Eric tells me that
some of his best fishing
spots are in the very fast
currents where the
waters swirl and cascade
wildly washing food up
for large schools of
foraging sturgeon. When
you’re netting in fast
water it can be
dangerous, but that’s
where the sturgeon are
and that’s where you
have to fish for them. An
average day’s work for
Eric starts around 8:00
a.m. and depending on
how big the catch is can
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sometimes end long after
midnight.

Eric, like many
other Kahnawake
Mohawks worked in
high steel for many
years. From 1979 until
1998 he worked in New
York City, Detroit and
many other U.S. cities.
The pay was great but
you were hardly ever
home and there was very
little family life. At the
time Eric had 6 kids
whom he loved dearly
and he felt that he just
wasn’t spending enough
time with his family. So
in 1998 he made what
was his biggest personal
decision of his whole
life. He quit the high
steel and took up
commercial fishing as a
full time business.

He had always
loved the water and the
outdoors and his father
Jimmy had taught Eric
everything he knew
about the river and all the
different varieties of fish
when Eric was growing
up. So he started out
fishing. He knew pretty
well where to find perch
and walleye so that was
no problem. In the
beginning he did quite
well netting for perch
and walleye but the
income wasn’t really
enough to live on and
then one day when out
netting for walleye he
discovered a major
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spawning area for
sturgeon. Now
everything had come
together. He made

himself some new nets
specifically for sturgeon
and soon was making

some very respectable
catches.

Now with the
walleye, perch and
sturgeon he had the
nucleus of a successful
business and McComber
Fisheries was bom. Eric
and his employees now
produce fresh and
smoked sturgeon,
walleye and perch fillets
and fresh and smoked
wild Atlantic salmon
from the Mikmagq
Indians of Restigouche.
Eric says one of his long
term goals is to open
either a fish market or a
sea food restaurant on
the reserve.
McComber Fisheries
now employ up to 10

people full time which
helps to create
employment in
Kahnawake. To keep the
tradition of a native
fishery alive on the
reserve Eric is now

teaching one of his
cousins and a nephew all
the tricks of the trade and
some of his own boys
will be coming into the
business as well.

Eric lives and
breathes fishing. The
name of his 3rdson when
translated from Mohawk
means “He Hunts Fish!”
The name of his 4th son
when translated means
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“Sturgeon” and the name
of his 5th son when
translated means “In The
Fast Water” (which is
where Eric fishes). Eric
iIs married to Paula and
has 5 sons and 2
daughters, doesn’t drink
and doesn’t smoke and
lives a clean and healthy
life in the outdoors. He
says to him his family is
everything. He’s now 44
years of age and says he
hopes to fish for another
25 or 30 years. If
anybody cando it I really
believe he can!

Eric says that he is
proud to be preserving
his heritage and
sometimes he says he
can hear his ancestors
calling out to him in
approval. Apart from
fishing Eric’s greatest
passion is Lacrosse,
hunting ducks and geese
and being out in the
marshes in the fall.

Eric loves the
water and the outdoors
and his job and like he
says: “Its a dangerous
and tough job but when
you’re in the great
outdoors, you've got to
love it. 7

With your freezer in mind,
you have just one name to remember:

RAYMOND

HIMBEAULT

Farmersplease note:

This is the only butcherin St. Stanislas

Game Butchers

450-377-1128
134 Principale - St. Stanislas de Kostka

* Wholesale & Retail Service

e Home Cured Ham
* Smoked Meat

e Home Made Cold Cuts
* Meat for Freezer

83 COVEY HILL, HEMMINGFORD, QC JOL 1HO

TEL.: (450) 247-2130

TEL.: (450) 247 - 3561

BOUCHERIE
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D. N. RACINE (2003} INC.

28590»mirt<telaRivifo*
Albeta (Quebec) JOS 1A0
W..: {450} 264-5533

Fax: (450) 264-6392

Have a Safe Day

i Raul Racine
at the Fair Presicent

ROCH DUMOUCHEL INC
Electronique - Ameublement

Electronics - Furniture
24 MGR. DAVID
HUNTINGTON, JOS 1H0
Tel (450) 264-3028
FAX (450) 264-5222

AVAILABLE AT WAREHOUSE PRICES
SIMMONS & SEALY MATTRESSES

| IEEA | Government  Gouvernement
1w of Canada du Canada

Canada’s New Government

BUDGET 2006

Focusing on priorities

Tax Relief. Focused Spending.
Debt Paydown.

* Tax relief for all Canadians including
1 percentage point off the GST and
28 other tax cuts.

* Focused spending to help families
including child care spaces and
the $1,200 per year Universal Child
Care Benefit.

» Balanced budget and plan to reduce
debt by $3 billion per year.

Find out what Budget 2006 does for you,
click

www.fin.gc.ca

or call 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232)
TTY 1800 926-9105 (telecommunications
device for the speech and hearing
impaired/deaf) or visit a Service Canada
centre near you.
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Ormstown Industrial Buliding

he Industrial Building rose during 1930-31. An area of six-thousand square

feet, it housed display booths, offices, and space for domestic and
handicraft exhibits. The Women’s Department, (now known as the Home and
Garden Department), was established in January 1931, and thereafter was
included in the annual meetings. A large number of exhibits were on hand for
the 1931 show. Some exhibits had, before that time, been placed in the Dining
Hall, groundfloor. Classes change as do the demands for them, with flowers,
art, and ajunior department having since been added.

Source: Chateauguay Valley Historical Society Journal, written by Evelyn

Kerr, circa 1986

The Next Generation...

By: Nancy Beattie

hese three raccoon
Tcubs were
discovered in early May
on a farm in Hatley
Township following “a
funny noise” coming
from an old milk house.
A young momma
raccoon apparently
decided that the empty
beehives being stored
there made for an ideal
den in which to give
birth. The typical
raccoon mask and tail
rings are only
beginning to appear on
these cubs, and their

eyes have yet to open photograph, the young
which suggests they are family was left in peace,
only a few weeks old.
Following a quick

WOODKNOT BOOK SHOP  Happy Father’s Day

Finest Bookstore South of the Border

137 Main Street [802] 334-6720
Newport, VT  Fax: [802] 334-1322


http://www.fin.gc.ca
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It All Depends...

By: Tom Moore

ome people smile
and welcome the

Canada Goose, while
others regard the

big, noisy bird as

an annoyance or

even a threat.

The long vees of
Canada Geese in

spring and fall,
announced from

afar by their
resonating
honking calls,

are comfortingly
familiar (if not
always
welcome) signs

of seasonal change. The
same flight of geese is a

menace to aircraft
during both take-off and
landing and can

contaminate lawns, golf
greens and watercourses
with their large volume
of fecal waste.

Branta Canadensis

mates for life, usually in
its second year, and
raises a brood of 4-6
goslings. Except in
certain localized
northern areas where
arctic foxes are a serious
predator, the survival
rate of 40-50% of the
hatchlings is higher than
most waterfowl. The 11
subspecies of Canada

Goose exhibit a greater
difference in size than
any other bird species
(explaining perhaps why

some look big and some
look small when you
study a big flock on a
pond?). Weight ranges
from 950gm (21b) to
9000gm (101b) and
lengths from
55cm(21.6in) to
110cm(43in) exist from
the largest (b

the largest goose in the
world), to the smallest
(b.c. minima). Larger
subspecies tend to
populate the warmer
regions while the smaller
breed in the far north.
For more confusion,
eastern birds tend to be
paler in color than their
western cousins. | don’t
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know how the serious
birdwatcher tallies this
all up.

The Canada Goose is

a conservation success
story. Eleven different
subspecies of Canada
Goose are abundant
today everywhere in
North America although
numbers were declining
in the early 1900s. The
ban on DDT and other
pesticides combined
with conservation
efforts led by Jack Miner
and others have turned
things around. Today the
Canada Goose
population is managed
in North America by a
joint US/Canadian team
faced not with
conserving the species
but rather with
balancing
overpopulation against
the need to maintain
adequate breeding
diversity.

The predominant
control method s
hunting. A staggering
2.6 million' Canada
Geese are harvested
annually in  North
America in recent years,
with only about 200,000
of that number being

taken for subsistence by
aboriginal peoples. This
makes the big goose
second in sport
waterfowl hunting
numbers only to the
mallard duck. In urban
areas like airports, parks,
golf courses and
beaches, where shooting
is impractical, the usual
recourse is a policy of
harassment with dogs,
noise generators, or even
robotic devices. A
growing business
opportunity here for
someone?
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Tom Moore

Web Site

WWWwW.moorenature.com
Email

Hb@ moorenatLrecQm

THE HUNTER’S BUTCHER SHOP

Himbeault Gibier enr. Raymond Himbeault, Prop.

Game Butchers 24 - Hour Reception

0 37-1128

134 Principale - St. Stanislas de Kostka
Packaging & Freezing - Meat aged with the skin on.

Home to:

Mepps

World's #1 Spinner

Maxima

The Best by Test Monophilament

Mister Twister

The original Curly tail

Williams

Trophy Takers for close to 90 years

Mooselook

An all time favorite since 1938

2560 Roy, Sherbrooke, Qc. J1K 1C1
www.brecksinc.com


http://www.moorenature.com
http://www.brecksinc.com
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Foire Ormstown Fair

June 8-9-10-11 Juin

T hursday

7pm - Parade & Opening Ceremonies “A Musical Ride”

8pm - Mutton Bustin’ (4)

8:30 pm - demonstration of Horseball (4)

8pm - Karaoke (4)

Friday

10am - Heavy Horse Line Classes (4)
Ipm -7 pm - Hear the Anvil Ring Demo (3)
Ipm - Light & Heavy Horses (4)
Ipm , 5 pm, 8:30 pm- Aerial Assault Motocross
2pm to 4pm- Seniors Afternoon (3)
3pm & 7:30 pm - Comefy Trampoline Act (3)
4:30pm- Pre Music Fest (9)
6pm- Music Fest (9)
7pm - 4-H Judging Competition (12)

8pm - Pig Round-Up (4)
9pm - Music by Back to Basics (10)

#1 Gates
#2 Din ing Hall
#3 CJAD Friendship tent Q
#4  Arean
#5 Industrial Building
#6 Campbell Office
#7 Midway
#8 Race Track
; #9 Grandstand
}#10 Labatttent
I #11 Display area
1#12 Bams

H r rox

M idumy-
Musical Ride Campbell
and
Equitation A musements

S aturday
12pm - Ormstown Orchestra
9am - Registration Drag Races (8)
9:15am- 4-H Show (4)
10am- Sheep Show (12)
11am- CJAD’s Laurie and Oiga

12pm - Pedal Pull (3)

12pm, 5pm, 8pm- Aerial Assault Motocross (8)
Ipm - Keynote Singers (3)

1:15pm- 4 - Wheeler Drag Races (8)

Ipm to 10pm- Musical Entertainment (3)

2pm to 8pm- Hear the Anvil Ring Demo (3)
3pm - Light & Heavy Horses (4)

7pm- Music “Open Mic” (3)

Dont miss
the calf
birthing
booth!

S unday

9am - Dairy Cattle Show (4)

ioam-4pm - Hear the Anvil Ring Demo (3)
12:30pm to 3:00pm- Celtic Afternoon (3)
1:30pm - Demolition Derby (8)

(450) 829-2776 WwWw.ormstownfair.com


http://www.ormstownfair.com

